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PART I, CEREMONIES AND FESTIVALS* 
1* Birth Ceremonies in Japan* 

The position of boys in Japanese society is more important 
and as such more honor is accorded to boys* However all birth s 
are met with rejoicing and relatives and friends come with gi fts 
to a naming ceremony in honor of the birth* These gifts are 
always tied in red and white paper strings* Gifts of eggs a nd 
fish for good luck usually accompany the gift offering* 

The name is given before the 7th day of life* A name of a 
living person is rarely given* Girls reoeive names like "S now", 
"Flower  f  etc* or other names representing the beauties of nature* 
A manly name like "Tiger" may be given a boy* Often mere posit ion 
in the family is denoted! "First One" # "Tiger Second One", etc* 
are common* There is a name giving feast in which the fathe r 
chooses the name but there is no special ceremony with the na me 
giving* Relatives and olose friends are invited to the nami ng 
ceremony* 

Like the western christening is the niya-Malrl» This is a 
ceremony which occurs on the 33.st day of life for boys f  the 33rd 
day for gix&s* It is believed that a girl requires more time to 
be prepared for this rite* This entails a visit of the child  to 

•

the Shinto shrine* He is carried thither and is placed under the 

I protection of the Shinto deity there* After this rite* the p arents 
are obliged to entertain their friends and relatives at hom e* 
At this time too the presents given to the child at birth must 
be acknowledged* Everyone who has given anything to the c hild 
must reoeive a return gift* This may take the form of aooM. 
ground rive cakes* The gifts of as many as 100 people may have 
to be remembered* This entails a financial as well as a social 
burden* 

Formerly November 15 marked the return of the children to 
these shrines* In former times the boy at the age of seven was 
relieved from the burden of having to have his head shaved while 
the girl could adopt the kimono and leave off the narrow ch ild 9 s 
sash* These ceremonies took place at the patrons 1 shrines* 
In Japan of today the ritual meanings of these acts has been 
lost with the result that the day alone is observed* 

There is no celebration of birthdays in Japan« Some people 
remember birthdays by eating red bean rice (red beans cooked in 
rioe)* January 1 is the national birthday with the result th at 
everyone adds a year to his age at this time* 
a* Birth Ceremonies among the Japanese of California* 

The elaborateness of custom in Japan Is lost here* Japanese 
names with the same meanings as In Japan are given but the cust om 
of giving an American name in addition is being adopted* Ml ya-
Mftlrl cannot per se exist because of the scarcity of Shin to shrines» 

H I The Buddhist child in the united States thus has no cerem onies 
surrounding its advent into the world while the Christian child 
goes through the regular rites of baptism, etc* Some peopl e have the 
custom of sending red bean rlee to friends to announce birth s In the 
family* Some also eat this at birthdays* The ooncept of th e New 
Year as being the birthday of all is not oelebfcated here*  Age Is 
computed In two wayst According to the American way where th e actual 
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age Is listed and aoooftdlng to the Japanese way where a year Is 
added at birth« 

3* Marriage Ceremonies in Japan* 
A striking difference between the Japanese and American 

type of marriage is the fact that former is less persona lized 
and more of a family affair« The Japanese customarily enli st 
the services of a friend as a go-between or middle-man«  When 
a person in the family is of marriageable age a go-between  * s 
services are enlisted* Often several go-betweens are requ ested 
to perform the necessary services« The office of go-bet ween in 
Japan is neoeosaxy and functional because of the lack of  oppor-
tunity for young people of opposite sex to meet and mingle « 
The go-betweens search for and decide on a suitable mate « The 
young people then are introduced« This is called Ul-al (mutual 
seeing)« If either party objects the matter Is considere d closed 
although the parents may exercise their authority in a ny such 
matter* If both agree« an exchange of gifts (yuirio) tak es place* 
This is the formal betrothal and is binding by custom if no t by 
law« Host Japanese today give a ring for betrothal apparen tly 
in the urban centers« Westernised Japanese hold to the r ing only 
and do not make any other exchanges« The bride is dressed i n a 
white gown« This is a sign of mourning to show that she is dead 
to her family« The ceremony occurs at the groom*s family' s house 
to which the bride is carried together with her troussea u and 
her gifts« She is brought  by the middle-men and their wives« The 
trousseau and gifts precede her« This latter is really a dowry« 
In case of separation or divorce a bride may take all s he has brougte 
to her husband with her« At the groom's house the bride o hanges 
her oostume and wears a kimono with the groom's family cr est on it« 
The groom wear« the traditional Japanese wedding costume f or men« 
Often today men may wear the cutaway or evening clothes o f the west« 
Japanese ceremonial in wedding is lacking except for the Sa n-San-
Ku-do which is distinguishing* This is the "Three three n ine times"« 
Both parties raise three wine cups of different sizes to their lips 
three times* This is symbolic of sharing« A dinner for  the guests 
takes place after this at the groom's house and there is mu ch 
merrymaking as compared to the stiff formality of the ti me pre-
ceding the San-San-Ku-Do* 

On the third day after marriage the couple visit the bride 's 
parents where another party is held* These dinners and par ties are 
for the family and close fMends* In two to three months t he 
couple is expected to have a party or series of parties  for their 
friends and acquaintances thus making a public announcem ent of 
their marriage« The only legal step involved is the announ cement 
to the government agenoles where the name of the bride is d eleted 
from the ranks of her own family and included in that of h er hus-
band« 

A man may marry into the family of his wife as an adopted 
son* This may occur when the family has only girls or oth erwise 
no sons* The man must adopt the family name of the bride a nd hAnor 
her ancestral tablets* Usually the bride is wealthy an d the man poor* 
A man loses his name and a certain amount of prestige by thi s« (?) 

4* Marralge Ceremonies in California* 
In this respect again the customs have changed« Before 1 910 

there were few women and virtually no marriages« Between 1 908 and 
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1914 there were arrangements made to procure picture bri de a* 
After an exchange of pioturea the women were sent to Cali fornia* 
Many suoh women were disappointed and separated from their new 
husbands to return to Japan« The majority remained however* 
Wholesale ceremonies took place at Angel Island with the li cense, 
ring, etc* supplied by a Japanese minister* The girls* co ming as 
they didj, wore only the kimono* The men wore evening dres s or 
simply western clothes* The license and the churoh wedding in the 
Christian manner were entirely new to the Japanese precept* 

Today marriages ooour nearly only among the Nisei* There are 
four types of weddings notable* The really only common featu re of 
these is the license and the declaration of intent demanded by 
California and American law* 
These types of weddings ares 
1* The Christian weddings This follows the established pa ttern 
of weddings in America* It entails the use of the license, t he 
wedding ring* bridesmaids and groomsmen and usually a kiss * The 
kiss is considered most Immoral in Japan and often shocks th e Issel 
who see it* Such weddings usually take place in church with a 
minister in attendance* 
2* The Buddhist oeremony differs somewhat* There is not, pro perly 
speaking, a Buddhist wedding ritual* Inasmuch as the sig nature of 
the officiating minister is required by law the Buddhists have 
adopted a oeremony vaguely reminiscent of the Christian* Th e priest 
gives eaoh party a Buddhist rosary« There is no kiss* The go-  etween 
functions before and at the ceremony* 
3* Issel, most Klbel, and some Nisei adhere to the Japanes e style 
of wedding* The girl wears the white dress of mourning end th e man 
western dress of some formal kind* San-San-Ku-DO is observe d as 
in Japan* A license is used and of course a western ring is g iven* 
Usually a Buddhist or Shinto priest will si®i the license* S ome 
people marry In ohuroh in the western style and then to placa te 
their elders go home for a feast and the San-San-Ku*Do wearin g 
Japanese dress* The duplication of the rite is considered m ore bind* 
ing* 
4* Tenrikyo weddings Tenrikyo is a Shinto cult« In this we dding 
a contract is made before the Shinto gods and is a sacred ri te* 
No divorce is permissible after suoh a holy covenant is mad e* Four 
priests are in attendance* The bridal party wears Shinto costumes 
and sits on the floor of the temple and three rows, eaoh behi nd the 
other* The head priest waves a stick to which are attaohed paper 
of a sacred nature (ofuta ?) over the heads of the crowd* The 
priest stands* This act lsof a purifactory nature* A sec ond priest 
prays before the shrine while another engages in reading a se rmon , 
or text whioh Is especially prepared for the parties concern ed* 
Two prleats lead the oouple to the altar where they make th eir vows* 
Then they are led back to their places and go through the S an~San~ 
Ku~DO ritual* Tenrikyo ceremonies are rare in American Japa nese life 
beoausethe cult is not very well represented in the United s tates* 

The Japanese features remain in good part it is seen* The 
influences of the west come in in the ring, the license and t he 
Christian ohuroh« 

Usually the groom's family will give a dinner party after th e 
wedding* This too is a Japanese survival* Love mating, showers, 
announcements, honeymoons, etc* are hardly known in Japan  and show 
adjustment by the Nisei here* 
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5« Funeral Ceremonies in Japan* 
In Japan tho faolly and frlsnds act as undortak^m« (Notdi 

no mention is made in this account of tho buraku help at f unerals, 
of kurai cooperation, or of the tendency to give gifts of money 
at time of death to the bereaved family«) Body is wrappe d in a 
quilt and Is plaoed with the head to the north» SOB© visitors 
oome with gifts for the spirit of the deceased« On the day a fter 
death all the realtlves below the rank of the deceased must co me 
and help to wash the body* (No mention made of purifica tory washing 
In salt water) New utensils must be used for this* The body i s 
dressed In white and the dress Is folded wrongs right to l eft 
instead of left to right« (Notes This is the only mentio n of the 
Japanese custom of doing things by opposltes at time of d eath«) 
The body Is put In a white bier with the chin resting on t he knees* 
Thi s is because the traditional Japanese coffin is roun d or square 
or generally keg shaped« This type of coffin is dying out i n Japan* 
Some personal objects are put In while it Is believed that  the 
dead will have need of them« The coffin Is nailed up, wrapp ed In 
white, and tied with a white cord« It is placed on a white  stand 
quite high above the floor« Food and inoenee are given to it « In 
the urban areas of Ja  >an  today coffins are oblong in the western 
style and funeral parlors are coming into vogue« The sittin g position 
for the dead is passing out« The priest comes to the house for 
prayers  (Buddhist) |  friends and relatives wait around« 

On funeral days the priest comes and prays ceremonially dressed 
In his robes of office« A procession to the graveyard t akes place 
on foot« Hen are hired to carry flowers and to engage in mou rning« 
Priests and mourners, both slnoere and hired» march to the grave 
carry"ng flowers and flags« At the grave each relative and friend 
burns inoense, one at a tine« 

The bereaved family remains in seclusion for 49 days and 
may not appear In public until the 49 days have passed« On the 
49th day the period ofi unoleanness is passed and those f riends 
whc gave gifts at the funeral must be remembered by ot her gifts« 
The dead are remsrabered and commemorated for certain day s thereafter 
and ©very year for time« The memorial tablet is kept in the ho use 
and Incense is burned at it« 

6« Funeral Ceremonies among the Japanese in California« 
Funeral parlors. Church services, cremation, etc* are observed 

In the western manner« The Christian service entails pra yers, hymns, 
eto« in a true Christian ohuroh service« 

The Buddhist concepts are more ritualised« Two priests  read 
sutras in the temple« A little bell is struck during the i ntonation 
of the sutras« Inoense is burned« The mourners, men first, ac cording 
to family rank, come forward one by one and burn Inoense st leks« 
This Is done at the coffin and the corpse Is the recipient of 
bows« The priest gives a eulogy for the dead while at the end of 
the funeral a feast is held, this being the last time the p eople 
present will feast with the one who has died« Beofire the fu neral 
the Buddhists keep a vigil over the dead in the Japanese m anner« 
Autos are used to oarr^ the mourners to the cemetery whil e no 
mourners are hired. Western black has taken the place  of the Japanese 
white as a mourning color« After the fuaeral an incense urn is put 
in the family shrine near a picture of the deceased« One  stlok of 
inoense is burned at a time to guide the dead person« It is be lieved 
thai the incense forms a road for thedeparted spirit« 



Xke&a - 5 

If more than one stick of incense is burned at one time t he spirit 
will become confused and not know which road to take» Thus only 
one may be burned at a time« Water and rloe are offered d aily to 
the tablet and picture for the 49 day period« The Water an d rive 
are offered for many year* at special occasions® So« O-bon- dorl• 
Flowers are placed at  the  home shrine as  long  as the family feels 
It neoeosary to do« Every good thing enioyed by the famil y in 
way of material gain Is shown or  fclven  in  part©  to the tablet« 
This Is a symbolic sharing with the dead* 

As in Japan the Buddhists observe days after the death« Th e 
7th* 49th  f  and 100th days after death are observed« A ceremony is 
held on the let* 3rd* 5th* and 7th years after death« After t his 
all years ending in the number 3 or 7 are observed as oo mmemoratlve 
feasts* Hius the 13th f  i?th* 23rd eto« years are observed in 
cooraenorative feasts« The 49 day period is likewise obse rved and 
the Buddhists in America refrain from social activities a t this time* 

The members of the Tenrikyo cult have six priests at fu nerals 
who officiate at the temple where the  funeral  is held before the 
Shinto gods« 
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HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS CELEBRATED IN JAPAN AND CALIFOR NIA 

Certain holidays are celebrated In both countries 9 certain 
Japanese festivals being transplanted bodily» some Japan ese 
festivals have been deleted from the social pattern wh ile others 
of a western nature have been added* 

These which are  celebrated  in both oountries ares 
1» New Years 1 Festival* 

There is much preparation for this feast in Japan* iioch i 
(rice  cakes and dumplings are  made)  is always present at this 
feast in Japan* Kvexy person who has boon of servloe to t he 
given family in the past year la given a gift (O-sei-bo)* A ll 
the merchants with whom the family deals are given gifts* A ll 
servants of the family are given some small present* I t Is a 
very costly holiday for a family and is usually saved for* All 
debts are paid at the end of the year so that the New Yea r may be 
begun,  with a dean slate* Certain seasonal foods are  eaten  (Like 
turkey at Thanksgiving) and special dishes are prepared*  Outside 
of the house branches* ofuta* and paper symbols of good  luck, 
fla^s 0 etc* are put so as to ward off lll~luok* All these are sy m-
bolic of good luok* At midnight of the last day the famil y remains 
together and eats noodles which signify the passing of one year 
Into another without interruption* The family always rema ins to-
gether at the time of the New Year* New Years' means leisure and a 

f eneral time of merrymaking* Gifts are exchanged* Three da ys of 
elsure follow* No one works« The holiday season laats until 

January 15* The 7th and 15th of January are festal days* Other 
days during the season are for rest although some work Is do ne, 
none is taken seriously* 

In America few celebrated holidays at first because of th e 
small Japanese population» As more people came in Interes t in the 
holiday was very prevalent until the 1920's* At this time t he 
merchants would deoorate their shops in the Japanese manne r with 
ofuta t  etc* The features preserved in California today are t hose 
of family dinners and family gift exohange* Japanese ne wspapers 
usually cease publication during the three day period. Spe cial 
foods # mochl 9 are brought out and served at this time in the 
family dimiers even today* The three day Idle period coul d not 
be observed In Calif or la even thought the Japanese woul d have done 
so* Today th*>re is a conflict between the Nisei and the Iss el in 
the matter of New Year celebration* The latter would h ave the 
whole* family together on this day while the former would oe lebrate 
in the American manner with dances # etc* In America the celebration 
of Hew Years 1 Day in the American way is gaining hold of the Nisei 
and they tend to follow it than the Japanese way* 
¿* Empire Day* 

This is the national flag day in Japan* It occurs on Fe bruary 
21. Since 1915* however, it has vanished from the America n-Japaneae 
folkway* 
3* Doll Day (Girls 1 Day) and the Flag Festival(Boys ? Day) 

Doll or iris* Day takes place on March 3* Girls in each fam ily 
display their dolls« rhle is done on tatles or boxes in the family 
home* Little girls dress up in kimono and obe and visit o ne 
another with the intent of seeing each others 1 dolls which are 
on display* There are Japanese sweetmeats t  and sweet liquors for 
the girls* First these must bo given to the tolls* Dolls are 
dressed in the traditional Japanese oostumes* 
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May 5 is the noys f  Bay (Flag Festival) On this paper carp 
are hung on poles oustlde the house* in Japan* This is es pecially 
to annoti ce the birth of a son* during the past year* D olls art 
also exhibited at thla festival but they are soldierly i mages, 
representations of the feudal samurai* etc» The bays en cage In 
sane* of war on this day* There Is some Interest In both of these 
festivals In America» This Is based on the sentimental fee ling 
of the older Japanese for these festivals as a link with th e 
honeland» A general concensus of the Issel Is that these hol idays 
Instill In their children an appreciation of Japanese cu lture 
from the traditional  and  artistic point of view. The purpose of 
the observation of these holidays In America le that the c hildren 
t/111 noto „ho Japanese traditions and history and profi t thereby» 
The calm mien and composure of the doll.® Is supposed to b e a preoejfr 
for the children* Dolls of tills kind are often valued heir looms 
and are connected In the minds of the Japanese with anoi ent feudal 
history and the glories of Japan» 
4« Festival of the Dead (Dan~Qdori) 

Tliis occurs: in July from the 12th to the lHh* It le b elieved 
that the dead return to their families once a year» Foods  are placed 
at the hoiac shrines and flov/ors at the tablets of the a ncestors» 
At the end of this festival lighted candles on lotus lea ves are 
sailed Into bodies of water* Tide when it dies out  narks  the 
return of the spirit of the dead to the spirit world» It is called 
the O-Boa* (Bon O-Dori) In Japan this period is a national ho li-
dnQfi» Originally religious, this festival is now both r eligious 
and social» In America it is observed chiefly by the Bu ddhists» 
Graves are cleaned and decorated and it aot3 as a kin d of memorial 
Day* Church services are hold by both Buddhists and Christ ians» 
The "Buddhists preserve still the food offerings to the de ad» Bon 
dances are held in &ost Japanese conraunitles* A3 social functions 
these are increasing in popularity* Such dances are hel d in the 
streets in Japanese quarters* £uch streets arc roped off and 
most of the people engage in the traditional Bon dance * 
5»  Hoon Grains I (15th of August and 13th of  September) 

There are full noons at this time in Japan» These are*  the 
latest aoaie of the year» The Japanese in Japan customa rily take 
walks in the moonlight and compose songs and poena about the 
moon» After 1910 this was pretty well aban&caed in Ameri ca» 
Come people still observe it however, and take walks in the full 
aoonll&hb and compose tankas end haiku*» Itiss Ikeda est imates 
that about caie tenth of the Japanese In California do t his now» 
6* Chrysanthemum Festival (September in Japan) 

This in Japan is a day of arran în^ and exhibiting the 
chrysanthemum blossoms» These flowers are said to confe r Ion« 
gevlty* In Japan much ado is aade about this and the emp eror s 
gardens are notable» 
7» Tencho-setsu (£mperoro f s Birthday) 

At present this Is May 30 for the Showa regime» In Japan 
it is a national patriotic holiday with accompanying pa triotic 
demonstrations* It is a time for rejoicing and general f estivities 
including picnics and outings of all sorts. In the Japane se com-
aunlties in America it was a great solidifying factor» There were 
formerly large celebrations in Japanese ooomunities on this 
occasion. A hall was hired and meetings held before the pic tures 
of the imperial family» Amerloan and Japanese flags we re displayed» 
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At this time all the Japanese of the community gathere d together 
lrregardless of community differences In ken, religion, o r the 
like to observe the Tenoho-setsu* This was continually obs erved 
until 1920» However, since then, although the ceremon ial obeslance 
to the emperor has been retained to this day, not every mem ber 
of the community engages In this festival* The attenda nce has 
fallen off and smaller halls have been used for this celebra tion* 
More frequently, this festival Is observed In private * One reason 
for this breakdown Is that since the death of the Heljl t he close 
bond has been broken* Moot of the Immigrants to America cam e at 
the time of the Ueljl rule with the result that they feel a c lose 
bond with that administration* With the death of  Mel ji  the feeling 
of a close bond has been somewhat lost* Thus the new em perors are 
strangers to most of the people from Japan* A common celebr ation 
of the Emperor's birthday today Is a visit to the consul ate and 
a moment of silent prayer with bowed head before the portr aits 
of the emperor and empress* 

SPECIFIC RELIGIOUS FESTIVALSt (which sometimes take pla ce In 
Buddhists America*) 

1* December 8* Day of Shaka's enlightenment* 
(Shaka may be said to correspond to Christ In Christi anity*) 

2* February  15 • Shaka 1 s  Death 
Oddly enough, the above two festivals may be said to be cel ebrated 
more among the Buddhists of America than those of Japan* No reason 
for this Is disclosed* 
3* January 9 to 16* Memorial services for Shlnran, founder of 
the Buddhist sect of that name* 
A* Spring and Autumnal equinoxes* At this time a seven day festival 
Is held for the specific purpose of worshipping Buddha* 
5* April 8* This Is a most Important Buddhist festival* It  Is 
Shaka 9 s  blrthdate* The latter festival Is marked by services I n 
the temple* The Buddhists In America convene at the sh rine In their 
neighborhood and anoint the Buddha with licorice win© and wa ter* 
It Is conceived that they thus purlgy themselves and do a service 
to the Buddha Image* In this way they too, become Budd ha-llke* 

Tenrlkyoi 
1* January 26* This Is the celebration at the death-day o f the 
foundress of the seot* 
2* October 26* Celebration of the fomdlng of the sect* 

The members of the Tanrlkyo seot are most strict* They ar e 
ardent pacifists but are most loyal to the emperor of Japa n* 
For the sake of peace and agreement however, the member s of the 
Tenrlkyo seot attempt to adopt the ways and customs of the 
oountries In which they live* They tend to leave out most of t he 
normal Japanese festivals and do observe all the American  holidays* 
The sect Is not well represented In northern California* At the 
time of this writing (o* 1936) there were 50-60 In San F rancisco, 
15-20 In the East Bay, although there were several hundred  In 
Los Angeles* Christmas Is an Important festival for the m In this 
country and they follow the American way of exchanging gi fts* 
On one of two points they are most tenacious* In the mat ter of 
attendance to the Tenrlkyo shrines, of making covenants  with 
the Shinto deities, and In the matter of weddings, they a re puirely 
Japanese and follow the patterns of the sect In Japan* 
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The following is a list of those festivals which are confi ned 
solely to Japan or to the Japanese in Californiat 

Japan  only t 
1« February 4 - Certain ceremonies for well-beinc and l uck« 
2« March 6 - Empress 9 (Showa) birthday» 

• March 21 - Spring Equinox 
• April 3 - Death of Jimmu Torino* legendary emperor of Jap an and 

supposed founder of the Japanese impvrial line« 
(c« 7th cent* 3,0») 

5* May 2? - Japanese Navy Day 
6« July 7 - Festival of the Wearers* 

• August 1 - Horse festival for the good luck of boys* 
• August or September (Dates vary) Religious festivals f or the 

rulers of Japan* also for 
certain national groups« 

9« September 24 • Day for the worship of the Imperial ance stors« 
10« October 17 - Offering of the first frtits to the Shinto d eities« 
11« November 23 - Offering by the Emperor of the first fruit s to 

his ancestral tablets« 
12« Numerous minor festivals« 

California onlyt 
The following holidays* taken over from American cultu re* are 
observed by the Japanese heret 
The Christian festivals of Easter and Christmas« 
(Nearly all the Japanese here observe the Christmas spiri t and 
many exchange gifts« Xmas cards* etc«) 
Also» 
Mother's Day 
Father 1 s  Day 
Thanksgiving 
The children observes Hallowe'en« April Fools 9 Day* Valentines' Day 
July 4« 

A general tendency seems to be that the Japanese holidays an d 
festivals are dying out and are being superseded by thos e of 
America« This is in accord with the tendencies of the N isei gener-
ation« 
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PART II - FOLK-TALES 

There are five principal folk-tales whleh are famili ar to the 
Japanese whether they real da here or in Japan* These a res 
1* Uraahima Taro (The Japanese Rip Van Winkle) 
2« Momotaro (The Little Peach Boy) 
3# Saru-to Kanl (The Battle of the Ape and the Grab) 
4» Hona-saka  Ji Jii  (The Old Man who made the Flowers Bloom) 
}• Shita-kirl Suzurne (The Tongue-Out Sparrow) 

So. A* 13* Uitford (Tales of Old Japan) 

These are known by nearly every child and are taught in t he 
Japanese Language Schools here* The details of the tal ea seem to 
vary with province and prefecture but the essence rema ins the same 
innearly every case« There are a number of lees well known  taL  es 
whleh are known here and have been brought from Japan* Th ese* 
however, are known practically only to the lasei* A new fol k-lore 
is growing up in this country because of the contacts b y the Nisei 
with the folk-lore of other countries as taught in the eleme ntary 
sohoolsycc* the SundayH3ohools 9 etc® 

PART III - Life in Japan as remembered in California (Cas e His tori«) 
In the course of her study Hiss Ikeda contacted many Japane se 

of her acquaintance and questioned them as to their me mories of 
their lives In Japan before their emigration to America * A definite 
attempt was made to obtain a oross-sectlon of Japanese so ciety* 
aa well as attempts to delimit various representative oase s from 
the ken of Japan* The informants were questioned as to t heir 
earlfttr memories of Japanese life« their education* m arriage, and 
their emigration to America* In themselves , the oases ar e extremely 
interesting but they unfortunately do not reflect the ensu ing ac-
culturation of the individual after his arrival In Ame rica* 
A number of customs were drawn from these case  hi stories*  the 
questioned survival of whioh in America may well bear som e inves-
tigation* These includes 
A tpboo on the eating of all meat except fish and fowl* 
Bathing  habits t  Most people own a family tub which is round and 
wooften* These are mounted on stilts and have a metal b ottom so that 
a fire may be built under neath*8teps lead up to the tub. the sides 
of vhloh reach shoulder height* (Of the- avorage Japanese;  A bench 
goes around the tub on the inside and a platform is pla ced above 
the metal bottom so that the foet may hot be searched* In ba thing* 
a person enters the tub* the water in which has been heate d to almost 
a boiling point* and soaks a moment* He then stops out and  £££X1 
lathers himself with soap or ashes* and rinsing the soap off he steps 
back into the tub to soak* Men precede the women in bath ing* 
Statements an to education may be found in any one of t he publication 
relative to Japanese education Issued by the Japanese Bure au of 
Education in the early 1900*a* 
Olothing* art, family and home life* rell̂ loua observa nces are well 
described for the various classes of people In Japan* 
Marriage ceremonies are described* Much attention has  been called to 
the matter of "picture brldos 19 which affected so many of the Im-
migrants to America* A more interesting appoct to be Intro duced here 
would be the matter of acculturation or these lasei in Amer ica* 


