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PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF TULE AAKE AFTFR SECREGATION
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entire pro jeect area of Tule Lake covered about 32,000 acres.

This total area was known as the pro ject area. Within this

area was the project center, the cam proper’ﬁmaxxxxnx

EVIE0008 &M A 3 e X s artim xm fin &m gd 0l xingrhes fiove o od kg ex
which momnxhzpiniieoccupied an area of abont one-and-a-
quarter square miles and contained the evacuee residence
section, the adninistration buildings, the administrative
residence section,the hospital, the warehouse section and
the military area.l This smaller are&a of the ea np proper
was commonly called"t he center"or "the camp" by bo th

evacuces and appoint ed personnel members. As—thre—map—odtsarly

ia&écctfs,'?gére was a distincet separation between the areas

assigned to the Japanese and to the Caucasians. The adminis-
trative area was comnonly called "the Ad, area" by both
Caucasians and Japanese., The terms used for the evacuee
residence section were varied and somewhat confusing. The
apnointed verso: nel usually referred to it as "the colony"
although some hmmktwk disliked fkkaisxx this term because of
its vague derogeratory cmnotation, They also called it
"the Japanese sectionZ., After the mmepidomxnfnikhenfexze
October-November 1943 incident, and the erection of the

Apetresn Tt pvotmtte oot Ol Loy e VR arsrsas
Qe et fencexAit was often called "inside" by the staff
members who Sommonly used the expression, FEikxsxgIEExkRIETI&
gxx "I went inside today", or "I went down in the bolony"
or "I went down in the center", The Japanese usually

re ferred to their section as xkex® "the camp" or "the center".

Some six months or so after segregation they frequently

A i . "
called it "the colony" also, at least when Spea king to a
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Cancasisn. They also used the term "imside the fence" and
referred to ThEnsdxhnhsstratdvexseatitmx o visit to the
administrative section as "going out to the Ad. area" or
"going up to the Ad, area"., The € was, it should be remarked,
no noticable difference in altitude between the two areas,

fhenez hri xexAxAfer ax ne NEREAREXR i BN DMIe R 2N 2. YO E IKEREX
e Smrnas xmd md grn Res ex TE st ient i ircmen iersex

The difference in appearsncé between the Caucasisn and
Japanese resi ential sections wes most striking. The
Caucasian barracks and apartments and trhe adminisgration
buildings were made of wood and pain‘ed white or greem.
The evecuee barracks were cover<d with bdkck tar paper of
an unpleasant and most depressing appearande, While the
ixkExEEk internal appearance of the evacuee anartments
was, by and large, Enxmomsexhxmxthxtx on & par with tiet of
other centers, the barraecks of the & pointed personnel were
remated to be among the most pleasantly sppointed of any
pro jeect. While Bhey were by no means luxurious IFxmwrx
the frigidaires, inside toilets,mmk showers, and wash-basins,
the linoledm, the fine electric =wkwmxx stoves in the family
apartments, made them appear almost syxksxikky sybaritic to
the evacuce kbmaxdgxx domestic workers.

The chief ohysicesl

change which segregation brought to
the Tule Lake center was the erection of a seven foot man-
proof wire fence, topped by three strands of barbed wire
around that area termed the project center.This fenced

enc losed the evacuee, administrative, and military sections.
Along this fence at frecuent and regular intervals were large
watchtowers capable of holding at least four soldiers. These

towers were equioped with high-powered scarchlights. The

great heavy fence,

bristling with Exeerxwatcht oy

‘rs
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presented a formidable and awesome picture, particularly at
night when the searchiights were in use., As a preparation
for segregation and the confinement of evacuees "disloyal to
the United States" the military police wEsxixmmxx guard was
increased (although, blast it! I never found out what this
inecrease was,)

Previous to segregation this project center had been
enclosed only dy-a four foot barbed wire fence, though which
the evacuees were allowed to pass freely during the day into
the guch dsrger area known as the project area xmaxw which

contained the ferm, the high hill to the south of the

pro ject known as Cagstle RBeck which offered a p+emswt picnic
st in supmer and slopes for rather perilous makeshift skkimx
skiing in winter time, or to the sewage nond to the rmorth of
the project which effered a surface for skating. At night,

however, they were recuired to remain within th pro ject center,

Only four watchtowers overlooked the center and these were
called "fire-towers", probebly out of consideration for the
evacuees' feelings,

‘ Neither before nor dircctly after segregation was there any
prohibition on free movemnt between the evacuee residence
gsection and the adninistrative area, except for a brief period
in 1943 directly after Military Registration when & barbed wir
fence was erected separating them, For a short time passes

were required to pass tilrough this inner berbed wire fence at

. o
night, but this policy wes soon abandoned. The Military Area,

howev er, was fenced off with a four foot barbed wire fence and
evacuees were absolutéely forbidden to enter.

aAAfA N o L,

After segregations nqAnrohibitions were placed on evacuee

movements within the man-nroof fence surrounding the center.
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Anyone eould enter t e administra‘ive or hospital area at any
time of the day or night. The restriction on the military
area, of course, remined. Farmers and other warkers leaving
the project center to work in the project area were reoguired
to show passes and were under some military surveillance.
After the October-November 1943 incident midktinmax men
sroof barbed wire tovped fences were erected between the
evacuce erea and the administrative area, the hospital area was
surrounded by a separate fence and a stockade, called Area B
in the administrative manual, was constructed to the west of
the hosnital. A €imiler fence was also built between the
administrative area anl the military area whikohnwasnmoxegx
after the latter had been moved
frop & site directly southwest of the administrative area to
the extreme southeastern mmmxx corner of the pro ject center.
The fence between the evecuee residence section and the

administre tive area was equipped with watchtowers as was the =k

stock&de,,fﬁhe stockeode prew in Size ITOM ONEJ ATy TERT TO =
_..;;.
( five barracks, & mess-hall and a bathhouse. [The final site

covered about two-thiyds of an ascre and was [surrounded by
a fence which differdd in one detail from tHe other fences.

It hed six strends ¢df barbed wire, arranged] to meke either

ingrcss or egreesdif icult. S2o0ldiers mann the watchtowers

which flanked thef stocksde by day and nighfg and the search-

light s were usedf at nig@fid/ggter the excjtement of the

inecident had suybsided soliders no longer panned the watchtowers
between the evfcuece and adninistrative sqdetions during the day

A night guardj however, was maintained apd the searchlights

A ———
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In Decmgber of 1943 an additional nanproof flence

was erected between Ward VII and the rgst of the colony

because tht administration for a time jconsidered isolatiﬁng
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APPEARANCE AND PLAN OF TULE LAKE QENTIR AFTIR SECREGATION
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The chief physical change,d T
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betouse i SETTe e | was(\ g f a seven foot

u Lake centerxaRiax

men-proof fence topned by three/strands of barbed wire wiskal

weg=mpeesed @y around that areg soomwmmiy termed the project
AR
1 ‘
center. Along this fence, atAreguaar intervals werq~gﬂ‘»t
AP at ast
g —ffu;wbs capable of hold ingffour soldiers. These WEEEX
to* ers Were
wquipped with =emweh @ inktx rn}gh-nowe red search dights.

The great heavy flenceg, bri.ot/ ing with green guard posts,
I PR
present a/"for 1id‘5ble rulcture/whreh—-emwr
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.
Previous to segregation kthemguznmeex this pwo ject center

had been snxmsmm enclosed ¢gnly by & fow foot barbed wire
the evacuees
fence, through which khEmefxkhEx/were allowed to pass cuiske

freedy during the day & » e ;70 ey e mem wa om e d xrhor
into the much larger arep known as the project area which
contained the farmg, thd gmEmk high hill to the south of
the projeet known as Cgstle Rock which offercd sdopes for

rather mmxgerveriglous/sk mekeshift skiing in winter time,

']
orpAthe sewage pond to /“t he north of the project which of fered

a surface for s&ating. At night, however, they wer e reauired
' ' g lw,ﬁ% Ty . D‘L’ Jagk,a-tl,\r.,;ﬂ-".

to remain within thef pro ject cent er.A(lleither before mor
atlad qu—hhw 5::”7 Ve

directly after segrggation was there any prohibition on /~ 7;’;._\ ‘
|
free movement betwe f:n the evacuee residente section and the
e LYY

administrative area, except for a brief nerlod/\dlrectly after

Military Resristrﬂtion when a barbed wire fence was erected
A ot

krekmear nkhax se-mﬁating them, BHor a/\b;-;-e-i.asx.io.d p2 sSSes

were required to pass through this inner barbed wire fence

and night, but this xmEmsoxmxabaxderEg® policy was soon

abandored. trrxs sarxagnkkaxr The Mjlitary area, however,




De
ifftermthenxexoihememtmonfxtlre Six months or more after the

excitement of the incident had subsided, soldiers no longer
manned the watchtowers between the evacuee and administrative
sections during the day. A night guard, however, was always
maintained and the searchlights employed.

The stoekade grew in size from one Army tent to five
barracks, a mess-hall and a bathhouse, The fingl site
covered about two-thirds of an acre and was surrounded py a
fence which differed in one detail from the other fences,

It had six sfrnnds of barbed wire, arranged to make either
ingress or egrees difficult. Soldiers manned the watchtowers

which flanked the stockade by day and night and the searchlights

were always employed at night, The stockade continued to be

used ¥x as a nlace of detiontion from llovember 1943 until
August of 1944 when it was absndoned, xAxmemxBinEEgdEXIRE
amga dirdhamxn rewh consiynxaen: epackxgx By this tioe a new
stockade and a jail had been erected to the west of the

ad ministrative area. The new stockasde, however, never was
used to kux=e detain any evacuees, altlough the jail was
used.,

In Decehber of 1943 an additional fienproof fence was
erected betw en Ward VII and the rest of the colony because
the administration for a time considered isolating some of
the more vociferous Xmomkinesxafmitxx "trouble-meking" families
in this area. This action was never taken and khemfizwsxg
this particular fence was torn down in the late spring of

1944,
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some of the more vociferous "tr ouble -makers" in this area.

This action was never taken and the fence was torn down in the

late spring of 1944,
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After the incident no evacueepvwas ever allowed to

v
leave Athe evacuee residente section without a pass. Passes

Tt Lratnttrs

were ifficultpto obtain and could be had only for legitimate
business, such as employment in the area, business at the
adninistrative building or for visits to the hospital.
If an evacuee were given & pass to the hospital area he
was not supposed to enter the adminis trst ive area. Sffxnxx
No evacuee was allowed to leave the pro ject center without

escort except the farmers,mm® and other workers who were

checked by t'e military{ and who were under some military
surveillance while they worked.

For some five months after the incident no Caucesian
employee was allowed to enter the evacuee residence
gsection without a military escort. Soldiers were stationed
at the high school area when school opened late in January

This

of 1944, %Rmx/militery guard was relamed gradually, and by

April of 1944 on the gate pass, described above, was

recuired,
After the incident and for the remaining life of the
project (to date) any non-Japanese who desired to visit the

to be
pro ject or who was/employed there first was reouired to

obtain vermission to enter from the Pro jeect Director. He

would then have to pass the main gate into the pro ject center
and receive a pacss from the military police stationed there,

who also checked his credentials for entering the project.

He wuld then proceed to the army processing office and
r

obtain a temporary pass, Later he wuld be given a
permanent pacss, If he were an employee and expected to
live on the project his finger prinés end picture would be

taken, He then passed the Internal Security station,
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For some five months after the incident no Caucasian
employeexmeaxniilowedxtx was allowed to enter the evacuee
residence section witlout a military escort. Soldiers were

statiomed at the sehmmkx high school area, when school opened

c

RN ) o
late in Jamary of 1944, This pmexe"Was relaxed gradually,

and by April of 1944 only the paxmxmEsxrEx gate pass was

required,




s e

passing through anmther gate guarded by Internal Security.
If he were a newecomer and on foot, he might be asked to
show his pass. If he were mem riding in an automobile,
newcomer or not, he was required to leave his name &t the
Internal Security station on entering and leaving k=
the project.

All Cancasians whose woark required their presmance
inside the evacuee residence area were required to have

a special pass to enter. On his way tothis area, & person

night or nmight not pass through the hospital sasrea. If he

did, he weant through more fences, the gates of whieh,

however, were not guarded. On arriving at the fence separating
the Japanese from the Cancasian section, he would be recuired
to show his pass to the military police stationed at the

gates on going in and on coming out, Nor could he leave

the project center without eagain showing his pmss to the

military police,
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The only other additional sighfficant physical changg\Wts

the erection of an entircly new ward Ward VIIL at the east of

the project to house additionel segregees who @#id not enter
7 y anl :
Tule Lake until February, e Aarchhof 1944, While these

. /I o\ xr O f)u .r‘,
latecomers came from DDA

MW W ¢

80 many of them came from Munzanar'@hqt this Ward became

commonlyg known as the Manzanar Section, s mewnfmedaes
:Lﬁibnrracxs and faciltties in the new ward were in most respects

super ior to trose of *the original Tule Lake. Instead of

blnch/tl:--ty looking tar paper, they were covered with

a more xbasenwicioeyarnserimimps NDleasing grey material,

The apartments were equinped with small entrance halls. The

small

latripal facilties were fer superior, consisting oﬁAoorcelain

wash basins instead of the(broken down, ) gverused,mekak

large metal wash basin "in which you had to watch another

persons spit run down under your face", wkxkk which the

inhhbitants of the
older part of the centerwere obliged to use.

In general then, the most striking difference in appearance
AsBen U fera - 73 ST, B s s
webire ©cfregatidn Tule Leake W-s thewaﬁ-l-usV@enceA,and, after
v
the incident, the multipiicity of fences which were hurriedly
pextly
er(ctee/vo protect the nersonnel from the .evacuees and

partly to reassure the staff members, e many of whom whuld
have refused to work at the center without the protect ion

allegedly afforded by the fence.
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,f THE ISSUE OF THE STOCKADE DETA INEES

The detention of the leaders of the Daihyo Sha Xai and the Negotiating
s
Committee which wmeA init ia cd on November 14,
g srhad, ap 0 - s ‘A&\ﬁ\ Al SAANR
3% oy Mo ha p3nx n¥nt nx o e mx uumunxu hishmAngere® badx hxdivl dnmd s

irportant issue, i, e., obtainipg their release, Effoximtoxnbbninmyhiex
X @00 ma e X ey @1x M b e i enx mumdb e map i dof FX worm xb g mon s ex mS ovten g m mosryX Mok ke m¥ e x xx
X e mx i ey my fix olex dx ¥ ined motm NpXweme Mo Ky mk ek X The S e XX WX
\ ’ :
AN Pt OTTIEE £ T I N DT EEE ettt 5 THSENE prineen e seure-umwn b he
adeiwtEtPetilion. Cron Yate December of 1943 until 1ate August of 1944when
S o
WX the ) remedwime deteinees ware relessed unoonditionally, an intermittent
conflict was carried on between the administration and various pressure rroups
Gt} o\ prae
working for release and between WMm® pressure groups in the center, compet ing

Wwith each other for the credit and prestige which they be 1ieved would e corue

to t:hem if they were suocessful in bringing about release.,

5Ut ‘!'!'I‘ﬂ"""“ﬁ? “the" miTﬂ"é‘Y s of "the
dm Vst
of reflatives

_hls matter ,) hoy

s When he went t k.r‘
The member of,'th1 group desorib’ dx‘ghemsa Wwe¢s to Bobertson
8s relatived of the detsinees And,
stirred about getting gdeop le o:t of the stglks They agked Robertson

t ) i obertson did so apd Kurstomi, who acted

as Spokeimn for the detaipees, promiged him that if bnly two /members of the

. | |
Negotu’&ing fommittee werg re 1easiod in the oolony, t oommi’):tn would resien

# |
and enduce ther esidents (5} hold another election., R bertson, however, was not

\
\ |

able Jo get any considorat&on for this request from MA, Rest, 1/

l. R. Hankey, Notes, Maroch | 1948, pp. 66, 67,




The first organized effort to bring about¥ the release of
members of the Negotiating Comiittee was made in late December
when an anonymous group in the center attempted to contact
Mr. Robertson, They did not succeed in reaehing him until
January 15 when he waa asked to call at Xmsmm Xak the Matsudas!
home, There he met a xroum: mihEhxhens number of pepple who
described themselves as relatives of the detainees but who
also were members of the underground pro-status quo groupe
According to Robertson they werw ng1l stirred up" about getting
people out of the stockade and they asked him to talk to the
detained leaders, Robertson gmdmezm calléd a number of the
members of the Negotiating Committee to his office and Kuratomi,
who acted as spokesman for the detainees, promised him that if mmX
only two members of the Negotiating Committee were released in the
colony, the committee would resign and induce the residents to
hold another election. Robertson, however, was not able to get

any consideration for this request from Mr. Best, l/

The second ettempt to obtain kha releasas was made by the Coordinating
Committee. ThanfmeminxmthxgxGmmek Before the referendum election the
Committee had issued propagenda to the effect that ending the status quo
was one method by which redeases could be facilitated, The Coordinating
Committee, however, did not, in truth, desire the release of important
leaders 'ike Kai and Kuratomi, Rather the members hoped to increase their
prestige by obtaining the release of men "innocently" detsined., They alec
desired the release of minor leaders, whmmxyx who, the Committee hoped,

would desert the Daihyo Sha Kai and help the Committee gain the confidence

of the resi dents and Jdmess®e \the opposition which ‘Nms meeting from the
66,67,




o

Lo s N o

@
L T U AR S W

// A 3.75- 49
é:j;) 2098 = |10

440
213
\_-—""""'—““-“—--~




24

underground pro-Daihyo Sha remnants wkikz (among which was the group wlfch

had appealed to Mr. Robertson), The Coordinating Committee was gmsuccessful
in obtaining the release of about 35 men s ame of whom were minor leaders
like Shimizu, Mori and Kimura, Some of thes: released leaders, it is said,
did attempt to assist the cause of the Coordineting Committee, Others,
like Kimura, immedistely set themselves to doing all they cauld to
bring about the release of Kai, Kuratomi, Smgk Sugimoto and the ether
leaders whom the Coordinating Committee regarded es ememies. In any case,
the Coordinating Committee lost out in its attemt to gain the support of
the residents and with its resignation in mid-April its importance as e
faction attempting to use the releesc of the internees to its advantage
di sappeared,

Meanwhiile, thg\\\xiderground proslaihyo Sha group ha d e oknom -
the Resegrggation Grou;)\(\hrwg . Aponsorship of the i —.7“:‘ ition of
late Marc!f 1944, During Mar & members of "y{is group Wade
no more ajganized attemptd to Pin §tockade releasei"; % o o e e

} Instead,
i manrck e Mx o o ot Sk sk B dkmgmx e tuke Ao mthea /Relatives of deteinees \vho

"

were mmbérsof , e_:ﬁesc,;,mgation Group§ wrote pleading letters to the
» 3

a

Army spd~nceasifig propaganda was kept!up ‘that peasg would not comd to

the cemp \i;\l s the men were released from the stockede’
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Cﬂ Mr. Tsuda, the ex-chief of evacuee police and prominent

Daihyo Sha Kai leader mmx nemt took up the cause of the

detainees in energetic fashion, Tsuda,who had also been
confined in the stockade/Was released on Apbil 7, According to

hia ogn account he left the stockade with the avowed intent of

devoting all of his efforts to obtain"gﬁe release of Kai, Kura=-

tomi and the other leaders., To this end he Joined forces with
Mitsuho Kimura, Mori and Shimtzo, ex-detainees who had been
released previously., Tsuda and Kimura Eakined ximomkmyx particularly
talked to Mr. Best whenever he would see them and kept up constant
Areument imxﬂnmomxI;X;;;‘gﬁskfelease of their friends, They
met with no success, Tsuda then decided to solicit the aid of
Mr. Tateishi., Tateishi wa®s also an ex-detainee but since his
release had obtained a position as advisor to Mr. Best, He had
an office in the administration building and also an office
in the colony called the "Research Bureau", Tsuda hoped to get
the influential Mr. Tateishi to plead the cause of the detainees
with Mr. Best and since Tsuda did not have a pass to the admin-
istratize arca, he W¥nxm& reasoned that Mr., Tateishi was in a much
better position to bring the issue before Nr. Best at frequent
intervals, Tateishi, however, was also eager to establish

), himself politicaii;/gﬁh asked Kimura, Shimizy{ and Mori to wlrk

r._"_‘,,_._'--»\—-»-----'~--N i 2 B T e
Tsuda, not trusting Tateishi,|advised his friends

joint, %®h

Meanwh
Nrr—

| dad,
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Hmxmamxmambdkpmbx Due to his appoarent friendliness with Mr. Best he vas

A2 e 2N
repidly becoming %Xncwn as &n inu, According to Tsuds, Ta ,eishim that

if he could get on good terms with the Jerome faction, the supporters of
Kai and Kuratomi, he could eredicate the suspicion that he was a stool-
Totai b
pigeon., Accerdingly, Whasked Kimura, Simizu, Mori and some other mamhznxzx
2f persans whom he thoughtwere membors of the Jerome fection to work in
his office, Tsuda, not trusting Tateis!ld, advised his friends to accept this
offer ® that they caild keep an eye on Tateishi, .1/ This proved tc be an
unwise move on Tsuda's part for Tateishi appearently did or was able to do
nothing to further the release of the detainees and his office or "Research
Basur Bureau" waxntmer beceme increasingly ioterious in the center as a
reputed "inu joint",

Meanwhile, khanmResagnagatianminenpregeinatvoicuprihe=nause.of -the
Getatvnen, xbhexiansgxmgakimmxfiragy the underground pro-Daihyo Sha Kai
group hed become known as the Rese gregation Group through the  onso rship
of the Akashi petition of late March 1944, The maxhaxx leadersof this
group had kept up unceasing propeganda that peace would rnot came to the

camp unless the men were released from the stockade,

1. ibid., April 18, 1945, pp. 3-4,
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A special committee had been formed to work for &se release.eo#f

thewdetatWa@®e, This committee was called the Saiban-iin
~\/

(Law Suit Committee) and is alleged to have been gomposed of
At o, paldoa ' viq .

- | Rl emne
leaders of the Resegfe ation érnug‘ﬂl/ THe early activities of

this committee are not known,kmkxTemianwasnsnxpzodnirmxaxwihi
thenxexhemgx Tsuda, however, was on good terms wikth the
Saiban-iin , with the relatives of the detainees and with the

Resegregation CGroup in general during April and May of 1944,
¥owexaxy As the weeks and months passed and Tsuda was able to
accomplish nothing, he began to lose the suprort mfxhkm and
confidence of the relatives, Morecover, he EnmhinwednknXpEfinBm
refused to join the &esegregation @roup and thereby incurreé
tne7§§§§§§2§x of the leaders, When Tsuda saw himself losing
ground IexoznshgeragmEhsmpnsehkhihkyxofmeaix and realized that
he could look for little cooperation from Mr, Best he considered

the possibility of getting legal aid of the detainees, He was

at least outwardly friendly terms with the leaders of the
Resegregation Group and asked the advice of Mr, Rachibana and
Mr. Wakayama of this matter. They adbised against this proceedure.
1/

Then, in ear%ghigﬂe,‘the %Sfifregationist leaders and the

Saiban-iin A decided to maXxk obtain
[

the mervices of a lawyer.-d.smultaneousmitiated a smear
campaign against Mr. Tsuda speeading libellous gossip about him,
the most serious accusation being that he was a dog. The Imtkixkx
initiative in the matter of contacting a lawyer was taken by
Kiyoshi Okamoto a recently arrived transferee from Ht. Mountain,
At Heart Mountain Okamoto had been chairman of the‘ﬁ%ir Play

Committee and had =x® had experience imxmmmtechimxmiivemA®hEy
l, ibid., March 6, 1945,‘p. 8,
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with the ACLU, Okamoto, it ?éq;fﬁ‘,& ’suggested that the stockade

detainees contact the ACLU, Data are contradictory as to whether

jdea of gbtaining the services of a lawyer initiated in the

stockade or with OKamoto and thé Saiban-iin, Both Kuratomi

and Sugimoto insist that the detainees did not "know anything
about the actual hiring of the attorney" ahd that the initiative
was taken by persons in the colony. l/ Mrs., Matsuda, on the
other hand,stated on May 2% that the boys in the stockade had
sent out 15 signatures requesting the hiring of ‘a lawyer.lg/

In any case, the relatives of the detainees wefe called together

by Okamoto and the Saiban-iin and were told that the detainees

wished their case taken to court., Okamoto and the Sathangax

Sajiban-iin are said to have placed all pesponsibility Zmxhhmex

upon the relatives, Having gainedthe consent of

1, ivbid., Sept. 18, 1944, ®®. 2, 10,
2, Ivid., May 23, 1944, p. l.




2a.
¥oxnt xmyx Sometime in the scring of 1944 howe ver, £ o R e 2 mt pon o e S 0
A % dxmx ox pimyed ol i piwmf o mo biamX 0fXX% 8 gpecia ] Gommittee was formed to
work for the release of the detainees. This oommittee was oa1led the
Saiban-iin/ (1aw Suit Committee) and sccording to Xuratomik wes composed of
T L

NEEEDR) of the Resegregation Group. 1/

It was Mr, Tsuda, thy-x-‘-c ief of g}"d/l.i; police promimnnt/

”~ / /
Daihyo S Kai 1eade ho had imse'ﬁ" been o nfir/wd' in the stookade, who

mxt/yétook he. cause of the dete inees i'(e/nergetic fashion,

1. Correspondence with Kuratomi, June 6, 1945,
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the relatives, the Baiban-iin began to solicit Semw®x donations from the
residents to meet the expenses of the proposed law suit. Acoording to Kurabo.vr.i‘
Jmmmmee., the Resegr gstion Group simultaneously began a campaipn to raise
funds "which was very confused in that the majority of the people thought the
money was to be used for the Gase exclusively whereas in faot only $500,00 was
formarded to the Seiban-1in." 1/Qfy 4SumGuemdte, A & o, e /CagXS
H % e PN .

The ACIU woes socordingl/ contscted ey moomdnwomcmnd xatx nhemxinbeix rbom wetwx
and early in June asked for permission to send
an attorney to Tu® Take to XrwnEBXndx investigote the stockade situation.,
X mB w0k g0 B 4 X i 8 1K O I xR 19 ¢ kM ot S mad otk AR Ts am Aolf deene %) x
Myer ,snowesmys, rcfused TNDENDRXNTEMX MXNGORODYMX e MXmixexmemin mimiroatixmbemxiakex
S i et 0fx e ity ridmotrex bt nporio e Xrntriam ke e e mt
Rodyxnikhx this first request and Mr. Besig, the XEEKN ACLU attorney did not
get permission to come until the week of July 12, This, however, was shortly
after the mmaiaxxaf murder of Hitomi when the rasidents and the adminstrative
personael were in a gtate of groat teneion, Nevertheless,Besig was able to
talk to several of the stockade detainees and Okamoto, aocording to & Caucasien
informant, saiasbtedomxmambmemofy theone hocdions sxafmthe niataineasmxndnax arranged
interviews for him with several men already released trom the stockade and with

Paan g o ashad T i v p-r?;.) (T WeeR .,&mMu\,}
relatives ofCthe men still detained, _Z_/A&; the basis of the information gained,

the ACLU determined to bring a habeus corpus suit agd nst the WRA.

Xrwoxmoc s the iy gx e e o meomosme £ ok 1 s i me dix kst o ok mpay mx Rlke xbevins e x
wou fxmxmaom kngean Jom g o ek mx e reecio et xns svch e mi rox o i ene s s e ek e ik yrx

The saxxx sme x\oampaign cu'ried on & inst Tauda by the o\ge grogation
firoup appears to bggun simulf o.neous ly with the rizaxain@ia \?:‘na e of
Okamoto over the re &tiW\Q of the|detainees and Saiban-iin,| The ehiaef ob-

Jeot of the campaign|was t&ive""] sude a camp wid putation as a dqg,. \

Stories were' spread to the efﬁ’bct that Taw the detemnees had lost confidasce

1, Correspondence with Kuratomi, June €, 1345,
2. R. Hankey, Notes, July 12, 1944, p. 4,
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On the eveming of July 12, the day on which Mr. Besig left Tule Laks,

Mr. Leckliter, the project attorngy mxpiadinednikhex attended a meeting of 48
evacuees, said to be relatives of the deteinees. Mr. Okamoto presided,
Leckliter was questioned as to why Mr., Besig had been asked to leave the project/}
and explained that the administraticn could allow no one to interfere with
the inwestigation of the Hitomi murder. Lekkliter was also asked why the
detainees would have no visitors and replied that the mmwixismmmimomuomeigmeciionwx
nnxntuk:nm:r;npt administration would allow visits only on its own discretion, 1/
mmmil;:/aiter this meeting was held Okamoto was arrested and taken to
Yreka to be tried for sedition in connection with his activities saxtha as
chaeirman of the Fair Play Committee., He was @i yaxmamassibsmssconLnyavexskmysmxsx
found guilty of shxtmmekimk obstructing selactive service and given a sentence
of several years/yf/x in prism. ¥#X

The smear campaign sarried on against Tsuda by the Resegregation Group
appears to have begun simultaneously with the deminance ef Okamoto over the
relatives of the detainees and the Saiban-iin. Lh@ chie!‘ object of the

Aot Ut hog Rl g T o i ae Ad

canpgign was to give Tsudd a camp wide reputation es’a dogA Stories wer
spread to the effect that the detainees hacd lost confidence in Tsuda because
he hadbeen able to accomplish nothing, that he had advised them not to sﬁ:}? :.:qu-,
SoomebhhosA®M and that he was carryimg out the wishes of Mr. Best rather than
aiding his fellow evacuvees, !/_?_/Tsud.'e frequent visits to Best were midtninx
thani bghkxef interpreted as wizdtmxnade sessions in which ka Tsuda served es
informer/ or inu, A great deal was made of Tsuda's apparent intimacy with
Tateishi who by early Juyne of 1944 hmsmmmkimwas was regarded widely as one of
the worst iﬁ\i_in camp. Tsuda, an adept politician, was not sl ow in perceiving
his danger, Nexakdemxbadxthememukmeedis te s hiomt i mshek i i
e RagonkoxaxiRasesnehxBxmxmuXx He put pressure on Tateishi and convinced him
that he should a&k close his w notorious Xzax "Research Bureay"., He then

1. ibido' July 14' 1944’ ppn 1 2.
2. T61d., June 19, 1944, p..1; June 24, 1944, p. 1.




Jy80-1-44
Jy3l-l-44
Jy 30-7-8

7.

visited Mr. Tachibana, told Tachibana that he had prevailed upon Tateishi to
close the Research Bureau and said: "I want you to wse your influence to %m stop
this 322 talk," The 123 talk, however, increased rather than decressed, whereupon
rTsude called on Mr. Techibana again and told him that if the telk did né stop
fazhibananwoxbgekn kixx he would sse that Tachibana got his head beaten in.
Tachibana, of course, denied any part in the gossip saxpxing campaign, l/
It continued unsbated, Since ikks the mexmrmxmxmiuxtkinsmithmexumiaxmoinm ks
pat kkez oraze of inu hatred was at its height cduring this period the zlkagaxhznxn
xpxinsix accusations against Tsuda were widely believed and eventually he was
forsed to withdraw from overt particdpation in politics althgehher, leaving the
field entirely to the Resegrggation Group.

ga Tn mid-July a new factor entered into the Bssue of stogkade release,

The detainees went on a hunger stitke which/they statedg'they world not abandon

until they had all been released unconcitonally.“[;;; relatives of t esting

R ST ———————————— ———— S — /

men were groatly erturbed and the Saiban«ii grewanxious over whét effect the

hunger strike might have on the suit con empltted by the ACLU. ‘on July 30 Mr.

!
Pz ik haomxmsem b foc pEmE o Sk MRS SK PR mEn ,xﬁa-igaBesig returned to Tule Lake but

the WRA allowed him to mxka interview ax only Avacueea to whom he had spgken on
his previous vi i4.% Tachibana, howevor, xaznxn*pnnlnu sent & personal mesage
to Besig esldng him to proceed wmtk{the suit desbite the hunger stiike., 3

It is very probably that Tachiban7 was gpeaking for the Saiban-iin when

this messagé. | AR the hunger st u,riie continued intp August, the perturbatio

the relatives increased. Tsuda is said to have tdld a Cauéasian that haxf

unxuhm!NBmpllptl#hamxmmhlminumxuamknxuumxmunth!htpx-h smmakaxfimmosochkax

xallshltxlthNmt-mghumxi‘yxnnammltnlxax

- - DA . -

1. ibid., April 18, 1945, p. 4.

2. 1bid., Jy. 30, t; 1944, p. 1; July 31, 1944, p. 1,
3, TB{d., Auly 30, 1944, pp. 7-8.

4. ToTd., Aug. 11, 1944, p. 2.
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The hunger strike created & scricus dilemma for the makharxzxmfxkhe Saiban-iin,
The group, dominated by Resegregationist leaders had been pressuring for the
rek ase of the detainees. Nevertheless, they also looked forward to the
embarressment which a law s:it wiuld cause the edministretion and Mr, Best
end it was their hope that such a suit might resvlt in the x_'eaignation of
Mr, Best and the appcintment of a new administration whom they ;mped woul d be
more favorable to the Resegregati mist point of view, They begin to fear that
if the strike weammxmbmmdxm brought about release the su it‘wmld be abandmed.
fm Morever, they themselves were under consi drable pressure from the r:elatives
of the fasting men,who would not be inclined to sit by calmly wWeSsh|\the detainees
starved to dsath, merely to embarrass the administration. Cobnsequently, when
Mr. Besig returned to Tule Lake on July 30, Mr. Tachibana sent \him & personal

messege asking him to proceed with the suit deapite the hunger strike and

emphasizing thxtxbhexostaimmesx (v th n:*authority whatever from the detainees)

J‘-SO-'?-B-“ that the deteinees were determined to proceed with the suit., l/ Tachibana

/ wa s very probebly speeking for the £, iban-iin when he sent this message.

mmv!r?t\&wr%hq 5
/ "_/ 3 I/'/ e :
of the relatives ingrease Tsuda is/ed.ad to have ol/d/a. Ceucasi ':?‘V
feirs end

d hin’ respmsible forthe state of f
‘ ) ,
|

4 1

§ / /’ |
With\ the ungonditional releage of the deteipees in late August,
N ’/." "4

Resegragati\‘migi leaders saw their hopes of llegal acti&galnst 1
M‘f’pﬂly.
Just previais to Mr. Besig's visit of July 30 an unkncwn group in the

soleny began to circulate a petition for the release of the detainees, ~Pirrs~

Kuratomi stated that itxmasxhhexBakbanmidnx the Saiban-iin brough)/press.: re

on the zirmeisx circulators of the petition to withhold it until after Besig's

1. ibid., July 30, 7-8-44
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we s mysteoriously dropped and was maxaxnpresantkednx not presented to the acdministration,

& hoac e m S < e meswrs e res @ o et mimy K ke s RS X D e ik wa mt e e DX nk e My memhs @RS A X

roxduibym 30y mi i ema G nad e pe % S8 00 T8 0 B0 LN DX NE ITHE NS KRRy p R X DL N K

X moorm yoad s xmpr ok heex otk me i oo mes foc e facns nemKh X o mps O D4 0K MBS e X Naka ya maxarix

ha xifgciosgpacme’ e Ok oRmEreAn s e 18 eHERNRE e ol WK ma 0 e Bt el mis o e K s B A X

shemzpsoxiisdrpesusnxetiguayx As the hunger stike continued into August, the

perturbation of the relatives increased, Tsude ie said to have told a Cescasian that

scme of the relatives considered him responsible for the state of effeirs and that
A-11-2-44 he feared for his safety. 2/

With the unconditional release of the detainees in late August, the
Resegregationist leaders saw their hopes of legal action ageinst the WRA feding
rapldly. xemomamkmewuhmimwmamkhomkaxh Some of the relatives wroie Besig, asking
for his advice and some, ibﬂmmui&;mﬂnﬁmhhuhumnmmmmxu&u
probebly ardent Resegregationists, wrote to the detmneeej\n;t :;Ainxnxbx e ave
the stockede. The detainees, however, were bp no mood to endure more imprisénment,
mnmid\xmm‘ Moreover, xmmexmimg insisting on remaining in the stockade was
m manifestly a ridiculous thing to do. After segeral weeks of talking about
bringing ® suit against the WRA despite the release, the Rmkinmmficm mpcrixbiaccmx

\Ska‘ Qoo » ';-Wv
M@a?é‘up. The ACLU had informed them that the chanches of winning such

e suit were xmmdinindeadyx negligiblo, "4 4’C’L">G’(/‘* g
Q leadera
The stockade issue thereupon came to a close .xkkk The Resegregetionistx/and the
had
Seiban-iin haxkmg/gained considerable peestige and p Owe r famkis mE muodm mf o menk xixianx .

Fnxmidmk o hsndmchaix e et oxne dxdmponkmreddxikpx Tsuda, their most powerful rival
hadbeen forced into ¥ inectiviiy, msdsheaded-withoosmpewiio-opprobsten, The
Resegregationist now hoped to jminxfemessimmitikaixmxdx Jjoin forces with Kei and

Kuratomi and clinch their domination over the camp,.

) xxhhhim; ﬂﬁmxliltmxpxrdﬁxx

. Correspondence mth Kuratom, July 6, 1945,
©e kmkdxyx R. Hankey, Notes, Aug. 11, 1944, p.




IEVELOPM. NT OF TRANOFLREE ATTITULE S PRIOM Tu THE FARM ACCLLE NT

The transferees on whose statements the following analysis

of pre-farm acclident attitudes is based did not, for the most

part, take an active part in the activities of the pressure
group. About half of them were of neutral convictions, sympa-
thizing with the resentments of the people, supporting some of
the statements of the pressure group and oriticiging others.
Two were active supporters and one an active opponent. Three
others, while not "aglitators" were definitely sympathetic.
Roughly half came from Gila where the writer hed most pre-segre-
gation contacts., 4ihe Gilans, on the whole, topk little part in
the formation of the pressure group.

By the penerally accepted irrevocability of the act of
segregation as forcefully expressed by the "RA Administration,
those persons who came to Tule Lake were strongly impressed with
the fact that they had made a declsion which would be extremely
difficult 1f not impossible to retract. it is impossible to
estimate what proportion of the transferees from other centers
had definitely made up their minds to return to Japan regardless
of the outcome of the war, It is indisputable that some were
still undecided, having come to Tule Lake to escape military
service or because they were alarmed by the increasing 'RA pres-
sure toward relocation. However, the enthusiasm and the militant
attitude of that proportion of the transferees who had fully
made up their minds to return to Japan was so overwhelming, thet
individual transferees who had other motives were forced either
to dissemble and profess similar attitudes or suffer soclal

ostracisu, Very few took the latter course,




k=

The overt step of segregation gave sincere individuals a
powerful conviction of self-reaspect and morale., It was perhaps
their first major opportunity to regain self-respect since the
initiation of evacuation. They had done with shilly-shallying.
dhey had made their final decision and irrevocably turned fwom
America to Japan, To them, Tule Lake offered an opportunity
for a new existence, a place where they might prepare themselves
for life in Japan, a place where they might live with individuals
of like opinion and be rid of the company of the indecisive fence
sitters, the koomori (bats), neither flesh nor fowl, who could
not make up their minds to support either the United States or
Japan and who made up a large proportion of the individuals who
remained in the relocation centers after the first egress of the
nisel. No longer, they were sure, would they be angered and
annoyed by the presence of the inu, the stool-pigeons who ran
tattling to the Administration, Instead, they anticipated a
camp where all the people would be of one mind., It is under-
standable that in the face of this vigorous and idealistic atti-
tude, persons who had reserved their final decision maintained
a politic silence.

A gentle kibel girl salds

"All during the trip all the people coming from Gila -
all they talked about was how things were going to be in Tule
Lake. There wouldn't e any more inus; no more Yes-Yes. They
were 80 glad when they saw the camp. The people came here with
such high hopes and they got so little. . .

"When we saw the camp there was a bunch of boys on a potato
truck, They pointed. 'That's Tule,' they said., ¥#hen I saw it
tears came to my eyes. It was the first step towards Japan and
George (her husband whom she hoped to join in Tule) would be

here and everything, 1 realli thought this camp was going to
be much different than Gila,"

1;. Hankey, Notes, July 19, 1944, p. 3.




Another kibel woman of vyery militant mind wrotes

"We came to Tule Lake with great expectation and high hopes
to be able to jJoin our fellow Japanese subjects whose ideas and
future thoughts. Desire to return to our mother country at her
emergencies and to serve her were the main purpose in seeking
repatriation and expatriation,®l

A nisel pgirl sald:

"At the relocation cemp there were ao many that were loyal
to America., We felt people with the same kind of mind (persons
who were all of one mind) would be assembled here."2

1t was now possible, and in faot, obligatory, to express
loyalty to Japan. The expression of such sentiments would no
longer be followed by incarceration in Leupp or Santa Fe. Atti-
tudes like the following were no doubt common to many segregees,
From an ex-Santa Fe internece:

"We came here for the purpose of repatdation so thatwe will
be on the phority list to be segregated to Japan. We may change
our feeling after the war, but for the time being, we must rely
on the bhmperor or Japan, not on the United States government,

“Our loyalty is to Japan. Naturally we are very earnest
about it. Some Japanese say they are still loyal to the United
States, but I don't believe it,">

From an older niseis

"o who were segregated as unloyal muast be considered heart
and soul Japsnese and for Japan,"4

A kibel leader of the pressure group which formed soon after
segregation expressed his sentiments as follows:

"We expected the same status. We expectes the seme kind of
sroup - all poing back to Japan, We beliaved that nﬂ_gatux'ally
thought this would be a peaceful} colony....lhose fellows who saild
No-Yes or No-No and do not repatriate fooled this country (U.S.A
and fooled the government,"®

;ﬁﬁ" July 18, P. 2.
ey July 19’ p. ‘.

S4vid., May 21, p. 1.

4392 From a M3 prepared by JYK, p. 7.
Sk. Hankey, Notes, Sept. 11, 1944, pp. 1, 2.




A very shrewd nisel transferea who carefully kept himself
out of all political entanglements expressed his opinion of the
attitude of these militant segregees neatly and conciselys

"When they came here they thought it was going to be a
Japanese Utopia. fThe resentmegt that arose was brought on by
their feeling of frustration,

In some indivliduals this attitude led to an abhorrance of
all things thought to be American and an idealization of all
things thought to be Japanese. On arriving at Tule Lake many
niseil and kibel made a conscious attempt to turn their minds from
“American ways of thinking and acting to Japanese ways of thinking
and acting." Individuals were affected in varying degrees. Some,
while complying outwardly, kept their true opinions to themselves;
some embraced this attitude with stern earnestness; in some it

grew to fanaticlism. Outward expression of this attitude manifested

itself on many minor occasions. MNisel social dances were broken

up by kibel demonstrations. Aattendance at American movies was
frowned upon. If any peraon were Courageous or rash enough to
speak favorably of a custom or ldeal considered American, he would
inevitably invite criticlsm and perhaps physical violence, Thres
men made the following interesting revelations of their conscious-
ness of this psychological change in themselves.

A younger Amsricanized issei said:

“Previous to segregation L felt like an American and acted
like an American, Alter segregation 1 c¢ould not help myself.
In everything, I began t0 ghink and act like a Japanese, 1 was
working on Internal Security then and had always gotten along
with the Caucasians. bBbut my mind was Jjust turned around. %he

Adminisgration Just couldn't understand m® and lost confidence
in we,"

liv1d., Sept. 17, p. 1.
2R, Hanksy, Notes, May 23, p. 6.




Another kibeis

"But Aif I'm going to be a Japanese 1I'm going to be pure
Japanese and not American at all, I didn't used to be like this,
But now I just see this camp from the Japanhese foint of view
only. As a Japanese, 1 got to do it this way."

The non-realization of this Utopian dream was probably the
most important psychological motivation of the leaders whose
activities produced the sociological explosion of late Uctober
and hovember of 1943, There were other very important resentments
having to do with the inferior facilitles of Tule Lake when
compared to the Helocation Centers whiech were shared to some extent
by transferees and old residents of Tule Like, These grievances
of a more practical nature were taken up and used as fully as
possible by the pressure group: but the emotional compulsion
which 124 men to step forth, brave and wrath of the aAdministration
and the Army and suffer imprisonment in the stockade was furnished
by the psychological need to be recogniged as Japanese, to be
distinguished once end for gll from the fence-sitters and be rid
of their presence in camp. ihis desirs for uniform status headed
the 1ist of the pressure group's demands t0 the administration.

Though this sentiment was probably felt in some degree by
most of the transferees, it should not be imagined that it was
unanimous. %o many of the old Tuleans it was illogical and had
no significance et ell. hevertheless, it was the most vigorous,
most deeply felt anrd, emotionally, the most slgnificant of the
complex of attitudes held by the mombers ¢f the pressure group
and undoubtedly, one of the strongest contributing factors to the

support this group received from the transferees.

-

l4v1d., May 18, p. 3.




" CLSILLUSIONMENT OF THh IIbALLISLS - GROWLIH OF HOSTILITY TOWARD OLD

TULE LAKL POPULATION

Those of the transferees who had hoped to establish snd
become part of a geruine segregation center soon were bitterly
disappointed. 7The old population of Tule Lake did not re spond
at all to the crusading spirit of the new-comers. To begin
with, almost one-fifth of the population of old Tule Lake refused
to answer the questionnaire at the time of reglstration. aceord-
ing to a statistical survey made December 3, 1943 there were still
1128 unauthorized residents in camp at that tim;. There is evi-
dence that these persons, who had managed to convince the WRA
hearing committees that they were “disloyal” to the United States,
dld not at first attempt to conceal thelr practical motives for
remalning in Tule Lake from the transferees. However, when they
remarked to the new-comers that they had stayed in Tule to await
the end of the war before declding where they wished to live or
to get out of the draft they were met with an amagement which
rapidly developed into hostility. The number of 0ld Tuleans who
actually were undeclded as to loyalty or were neither No-No,
repatriate or expatriaste was greatly exaggerated by the trans-
ferees. Some transferees conceived and spread the idea that the
old Tuleans were lkulinashi (spineless), that they were willing
to take anything from the Administration, that on the whole,
they did not wiash to return to Japan. Certein transferees decided
that WRA had perpetrated a decelitful trick, putting them down
in a center purported to be for segregees only and actually
populated by a large number of "Yes-Yes" people, still "loyal to
the United States." Oons was the dream that in Tule Lake thero




would be no more conflict of opinion on "loyalty" no more fence-

sitters, no more inu.

many of the transferees and a still larger part of the old
iulean population were not affected in this manner and kept to
the opinion that after all, everybody in Yule Lake should be
treated as if they really wished to return to Japan. but certain
minorities, particularly among the transferees from Jerome and
Topaz, felt that the situation could not be tolerated. iiow this
sentirent affected the development of the pressure group and
the demands made to the administration will be discussed later
in its proper place.

The following verbatim statements made by transferees from
Gila, Jerome, Topaz and Mangzanar throw some light on the psycholo-
glcal effect of the dliscovery that many of the old Tuleans did
not think as they did.

From a letter written by a kibel woman, an active "agitator"
from Jeromes

"When we learned the facts of failure on the part of the
WRA to carry out this as a segregation center, that many a loyal
ones still remained here in large numbers and many uncertain in
statusy the No-Yes, the Yes-No, the non-registrants, this, the
dump, certainly was no place for us. . «

"To make this center livable as possible as we have been
privileged in other center, to ascertain a certain status as a
repatriate and expatriate not to be dealed alike with the other
uncertain element, 1t was the feeling and the opinion of the
segregees to form a central committee to carry out these above-
mentioned facts for the benefits of our own and felt it most
necessary to ascertain a certain status as we previous had
expected, « «

"hat the former Tuleang or the uncertain ones thought at
this time 1 have no idea, but the segregees were all for it,"l

A niseil girl from Topaz, too young to take any part in

political activity gave her reaction as follows., Her remarks

1R, Hankey, Notes, July 18, 1944, pp. 2-3.




on the Co-op are particular noteworthy, since they were shared
by many transferees, .

“"Another thing that struck us was the great number of Yes-
Yos people and people who hadn't registered who were here. Ve
had expected just one group and had expected to run this camp as
we wanted to, Ve had high hopes of that, . .

"We noticed the people here were 80 easy going and let every
thing up to the Administration, and didn't bother to put in
their viewpoints or anything,

“Especially about the Co-op. It was so different from the
other Co-ops. Ve were shocked to see all the vegetables, potatoes
and luxuries like cosmetics and desserts, because at Topaz we
Just had simple cupcakes and one kind of cookey and things like
that. We didn't lave varieties there and yet that was adequate
for us there,

"At first it was %0 new to us and so long since we had gone
to a store that we were glad, But as time went on we noticed
that it wasn't so good. That was one way of wasting our money
as ggll as giving the government an opportunity of not feeding
us,

At a later interview this same young woman gave the following
apt description of the segregees' feelings toward the old Tuleans.
For all its briefness this is a shrewd statement and gives an
excellent picture of the attitude of the more idealistic segregeess

“Most of the former Tuleans who are here, they're the type
that are never for anything, They're always saying, 'If only we
would be qulet, it would be all right. ¥Why make trouble?' Maybe
it's because they're country people. A lot of them are Sacramert o
farmers.

"They're always saying, 'Before you people came it was this
way and that way.' We try to explain to them but they don't get
it through their heads,"?

A young kibei girl from Gila said:

“There were some families here - 0ld Tuleans - who said
"We haven't declded whether we're going back to Japan yet. r
boys just refused to register.' 1 told my parents, 'Gee, they
Just stayed here, They didn't want to go out,' I don't have
much respect for them,"d

YJ\lly 18. iblgo, Pe 1.

2_1_"_1_Qoo Aug. 7, p. 2.
Sib1d., July 19, p. 3.




A young nisei girl from Gila, definitely not a supporter of
the pressure group, saids

"At the relocation camp there were so many that were loyal
to Ameriga. Ve felt people with the same kind of mind would be
assembled here. But we found 5,000 Yes-Yes hereI They (the
trunsferees) thought they should be kicked out."

A young nisel man from _ /4. . .+ , who became involved

in the pressure group after it was\eatabliahed, stated:

“That's a very important point. I think about 7,000 people
were left here. Among those people there is quite s number who
have no 1ntentiog of going to Japan. FPossibly half of them should
go out of camp."

An older nisel from Manzanar, who, although he Aid not arrive
in camp until February, admitted that he had come to the coneclu-
slon that this attitude was very important, said:

"By gathering the news from the people, I think it amounts
to this. I presume the people who came here as segregees from
various centers were Very much surprised to see the large amount
of people of different status remaining in camp. You have to
take into consideration the feeling of the segregees."

K., an internee from Leupp, who also did not arrive in camp
until after the outbreak of trouble, wrote such a detalled, honest
account of his first reaction to the presence of the loyal group
that it should be included here:

“Let us not forget the political side of the question. Ve
who were segregated as unloyal must be considered hesrt and soul
Japanese and for Japan., et amongst us the WRA has permitted
the loyal group to remain, ror what purpose we do not know unless
thelr residm ce 1s permitted in order to employ them as spiles,
¥his ie one of the sore spots requiring immediate attention.

“The greater majority of these so-called loyals are not
truly patriotic. They've declared themselves loyal because of
personal reasons; the greatest of which is to avold the conscrip-
tion into the Japanese Military Forces in the event when e xchange
of prisoners of war is speedily carried out. But should they
remain in the U, S. by swearing allegiance, they would escape
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that fear of being conscripted since this government then was
deferring all Japanese nationals to 4C and 4F, So they did and
considered themselves wise and safe, laughing at those who

hastily renounced their loyalty to the country of their birth, ., . .

"This No-Yes~No group is doubly despised by the true adher-
ents to Japan and to their Emperor. They are neither Americans
nor Japanese. They are men without a country.

"Now to further crowd this camp with such opportunists of
No-Yes-No, would create trouble. Therefore their admittance
here will be greatly deplored. Ve do not want them. Those
amongst us now ought to be thrown into a camp of their own. . . .

"Is it not palpable the Administration....is making a critical
mistake of grouping people of contra-political beliefs here at
Tule Lake? The demand to remove the loyals out of this camp
has only been partially met. 1 hope for the good of all concerned,
further augmentation of the loyals with the No-Yes-No group from
various camps will not be permitted under ani circumstances. Ve
do not care to mingle with the degenerates."

At a later date, K. expressed his opinion more specifically
on the old Tuleans, The accusations that they held the key
positions in employment, that they were given preference in obtain-
ing jobs and that they stayed at Tule Lake to make money were
wldely believed and repeated.

"The people from the Sacramento Valley are staying here
today. Perhaps they knew each other so well, they didn't want
to be parted. . . .10 avoid the trouble of packing and moving
to another camp and living among strangers again, And those who
were doing a good business here - you can't blame them, ¥Yhy not
remain here and keep on making money? (X, speaks in irony here,
since he abhors such motives.) Some of them were probably making
more money than ever before in their lives.

"They were holding all the key positions, I was told (that)
when I arrived here. 1 noticed it myself; if you tell the place-
ment office whigh center you come from they don't pay much atten-
tion, But if you were an old Tulean, you seemed to get a job
right away; "hen 1 told them I was from Leupp, the zirls in the
office made a fac€.ceceses

"All the old Tuleans were pulling for the old Tuleans. They
got into the good pogitions and just stuck with it, The others
had the left overs."
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Another Leupp ex-internes, a joung kibel made the same

accusation:

®a fellow who works at the staiistics office sald that the
0ld Tuleans had all the good jobs."

A member of the Negotiating Committee expresged his disgust
with the old inhabitants of Tule Lake as followss

"There were also a lot of old Tuleans who stayed here solely
for their own good. L admire a person who pledges his loyalty
to America and womld show his loyalty by doing something about it,

"Mowt of the Japanese stayed here because they wanted to
get out of the draft. They wanted to stay here too.... Besldes
many of them were¢ making money here, « . In otbher centers there
isdso much money to be made. But to make money in _here 1is wrong.
If people want to make money they should get out.”

A congervative young nisei transferee from Gila described
the attitude prevalling anmong the sepregees soon after their
arrival and the response of the old Tuleans as followss

"I notleed that the Tule Lakers were all regretting the fact
that thls has become & segregation camp. They sald, 'Gee, this
camp was such a nige place before segregation,'

"we complained and they complained, In other words, they
thought segregation wasn't as good as 1t should have been,"

This recognition of fundamental differences in alms and
attitudes vetween the Htwo groups, the transferees and the old
inhabitants of Tule Lake developed soon after segregation, Almost
a year later the differences had not been resolveds a large amount
of the mutual dlatrust and hostility continued, ¥hen, in June
and July of 1943, the writer atteumpted to extend her circle of
old Tulean acquaintances and informants through her transferee
friends she met with no success whatever, “I don't know any old

Tuleans;" "We don't associate with them;" "We don't see eye to
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eye on anything;" she was told repeatedly. Two intelligent nisei
girls sald with delicate scorn:

"They don't seem to have much in common with us., Several
girls work in our office, but we don't get along,"k

R SENTME NTS OVER HECRYTION AND INFERLIOR FAQILLT&S OF TULE LAKE
Jome of the resentments which will be described in the follow-

ing sectlion preceded the realigation that Tule Lake was not to
be peopled by a group uniformly loyal to Japan. It has been
thought preferable however, to describe the viewpoint of the
frustrated idealists separately, and place it first, since the
birth of the concept preceded the arrival of the transferees at
Tule Lake, Jome of the numerous, hore mandane grievances which
will now be described were experienced during the first few days

d 1life at Tule Lake., As the days passed, new resentments were
fﬂj Wl

added, ‘111 feeling -Atoward the older inhabitants of Tule
\ 490 Pt éc LAl

Laké@}ia strengthened on this score also, for the old Tuleans did

not appreciate being told that facllities at Tule Lake were far
below the staundards to which the transferees had become accustomed
in the Relocation Genters.

A synthesls of these resentments over living conditions was

expressed by "Y" who became an important leader in the pressure
groups

"I'he way it started - of course, everybody who came to this
center from the other relocation centers compared this center
to the other centers. Food, housing, the hospital and sanitation
was very low compared to the other centers we came from, Ve
didn't do anything about it until the truck aceident,"2

Ihe "prison-camp” atmosphere

As preparation for a camp of avowedly "disloyal" individuals,

Tule Lake camp had been surrounded by a "man-Froof" fence 7 feet
1ibld., July 31, 1944, p. 1.
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turned into barracks to house young unmarried men. The conviction
developed that thls 111 treatment was being meted out to the
people because they were "disloyal", A relisble Caucasian
informant who assisted in the Houslng Livision at this time

stated that it was a madhouse, Former Tuleans who had left camp
had sold their barrack improvements, shelves, built in cupboards
and the like to evacuees remalning in Tule. 7The buyers moved

into these apartments without notifying the liousing Lepartment.
Vhen segrogees arrived, they not infreguently found the barrack
room assigned to them already occupied. dome of these stranded
families ignored the houging Uepartrent, found suitable unlocked
quarters and moved in. This haphazerd moving added to the burdens
of the already overtaxed Housing Lepartment, Most of the barracks
were very dirty; some were filthy. One family found their assigned
quarters so uninhabitable that they would not evem put down their
sultcases but slept the night in the block manager's office. The
next morning uhe father came to the Housing Uepartment snd said

he must have different quarters. fHe was told he mst take the
room aasigned to him., %This he refused to do and insisted that

Mr. Huycke, who was Then lhead of Housing, examine his apartment.

after much argunent, Mr. Huycke gave in, He found that the

apartmwent in questlion had been used as distillery and that the
fig mash had spilled over tho entire apartment, creating a dread
ful stench, A disinfecting and cleaning crew worked three days
to render the room fit for habttation.l

Une nisel froam Gila deseribed his first impression of Tule

Lake as followss
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high and topped with three strands of barbed wire. WYatchtowers
had been hurriedly constructed at regular intervals around this
fence. The presence of this fence was and continued to be re-
garded as an insult, a nagging reminder of American public opinion,
by most of the segregees. Few, however, have expressed themselves
as fluently or as Ditterly as Mr. Ks

"A very repulsive asight greeted us as we approached Tule
Lake, it was the sight of numerous watch towers lining the
perimeter of the camp., 1 felt as if we were a bunch of real
oriminals about to be impounded. . . .I felt sure others must
have felt the same since 1 have heard them cursing and swearing
vengeance.

"y feelings were further aggravated as we neared the camp.
Though 1 have read about the high fences being erected, while
at Leupp, my imagination seemed to have failed in its proper
conception because the fences in reality are much high and more
cruel, both in construction and appearance. 1 did not believe
they were bullt s0 high and with meshed wires similar to those
used at San Diego Zoo. Why even the gorillas with tremendous
strength were held helpless captives, and when men of inferior
strength were caged in like a bunch of wild anircalsg, I felt ter-
ribly irritated. Unconsciously I too have sworn to avenge this
injustice some day.

"Topping everything which tends to rouse the ire of the
internees are the search lights beaming throughout the camp,
watching us through the wee hours of the nigh as if we were
incorrigible murderers, lLave we not been the most law-abiding
pooplglln the past? UWhy muat we now be subjected to such humilia-
tion.

Hesentment over Housing and ¥ood

Additional irritating factors, were the confusion and

crowding in the distribution of housing, the omnipresent dirt,

caused not only by Tule Lake's frequent dust storms but by the

fact that many of the barracks assigned had been inadequately

cleaned or had not been cleaned at all, WNoreover, housing accom-
modations were in most cases more c¢rowded than in the centers

from which the segregees had comeé, Many recreation halls were
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"When 1 came from Gila I just stood here like a dumbell.
bLverything was dirty; the barracks were dirty; the showers were
dirty, the mess halls were dirty. Vhen I first came here,
that's the way I felt. 1 think the o0ld Tuleans were used to tgia
mess, that's the main key point in the cause of the trouble."

A nisel girl from Yopaz sald:

"The thing that struck us was, I think, the first appearance
of the camp. 7*he comparison with Topag was very poor. The la-
trines, the mess and the apartments were so poor in condition
and so different."2

A niseil girl from Gila who later worked against the pressure
group, said;

"You know how it was on the train, After being so tired,
to come to this dirty camp which was so dark and dusty and
windy. Ghe lousing didn't want us to be what they call a homo-
geneous group., oo they scattered us all over, Ve didn't have
a single friend in our whole block. We resented the Housing
Lepartment., %Then, in the latter part of Octobar ithey droke the
llousing Department's windows. They didn't find the guilty ones
at that time, 1 think that was the spark of the whole incident
(breaking the windows).

"Well, housing was the worst, We came into rooms with half
the plaster board atolen; there was even nothing to light a
stove with, We had to take it or leave it.,"®

. A kibel man about thirty years old who came from Cila sald:
"I felt this was really a sad smokey place."
His wife added, "I said, 'Vhat a dump!" On another occasion
she stated,

"For a few months or s© you can be crowded. K But when you
don't know when you're leaving, it's very nard. "4

another young kibei girl from Gila sald:

"One thing, when 1 came here I almost cried was, that all
of our friends were separated from us, Ve salid, 'Let's move.'
That was important with me, I almost cried when 1 ceme here and
saw it.
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"The few people who came here later (In February and May)
were no{ 80 bad off, They were put together more or less in one
place.,"™

A young kibel womsn from Jerome, an active member of a
Pressure group wrote in a letter to the writer:

"Then also, the poor facilities for housing, poor foods,
employments unfair to newcomers, as compared to the previous
camps we have come from, were all brought up to our attention
and dissatliefaction arouse,"

kr. K, who came into camp in Lecember wrotes

""hile in Leupp, 1 have Leard from various sources that
Tule Lake is a very dirty cemp, Upon my arrival though 1 was
prepared to see dlrt, I was very much shocked to find it dirtier
than I had really anticlipated. I wondered what sort of people
had lived here, or what sort of an idministretor was responsible
for the health of the residents, . . .Day in cay out, living in
f1lth must have crented disgust to such an extent that it finally
became one of the contributing fectors of the trouble,"d

A very congervative young nisel girl from Gila sald:

"I had friends bere (in Tule Lake) and had always corresponded

with them. They liked it here. It was 1ike any other center -
that's wbat I thougut from their letters, ‘

“L expected more than this in the camp, I expected better
facllitles. I didn't expect it to be Just as good as Gila, bu
better than tois, 1 didn't like the first impression at ell,"

An equally conservative nisel girl, a resident of pre-gegre -
gation Tule Lake adultled Lhe justificacion of the segregees'

complalnta about the housing:

"Ihe segregeca were so unsatisfied with the housing, Of
course, you can't blame them because they nhad to sleep in the Ree.
Halls. and besides, the people who went out had torn down their
cabinets and cupboards."”
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This young woman added that public feeling ran so high that

for a time the Japanese girls employed in the Housing Department

were afrald to go to work .l

Kuratoml, chairman of the pressure group stated:

"Ihe immediate impression 1 received after coming here was
the unpreparedness on the part of the Administration, especially
in the field of housing and reception. I arrived here at 5300
Pe.m. On the 30th of September. That day the Army was good enough
to give us a lunch., After we were through with the processing
1t was well towards evening.

"liventually, we were thrown into an unpartitioned Recreation
Hall. No mattresses were available., 1 g0t the block msnager to
find me a mattress. kven the stove wasn't ready for operation.
The block manager had to get wood for us (for kindling). I don't
believe the block manager was even notified we were to be there.
ihere were ten boys and they told us that between 20 and 30
(more) would come. But they didn't know. They had no plan at
‘11...0.

"At that time the people leaving the project (lesving Jerome)
had the feeling they would like to be housed closely together.

But realizing the conditions at Tule Lake, t hey didn't expect
too much,....%e did not feel that our treatment would be the same .

"When I arrived here 1 heard so many complaints about the
separation in housing. Even families were sometimes separated
from one end of the camp to the other.....

"As far as Jerome was concerned,t he facilitles were very
good, Each latrine and urine basin was individual and the
interiors of the shower were very much better,

"Food too was much better (at Jerome). This was especially
atrange, since Jerome raised go little. ﬂowager, food there in
comparison to this center was twice as good."

Equally disgusting to the newcomers were the extremely dirty,
over-used latrinal facilities. The writer can wouch for this
from personal observation. The latrines of Tule Lake even in
February of 1944 were far below the standard of those in Gila
in cleanliness, The equipment is worn out and inferior; some
of the tollets do not flush; fixtures are dingy and dirty;
obscenitles are scrawled on the walls.
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Almost as irritating as the dirt and the unsatisfactory

housing was the quality of the food, which most transferees consi-

dereddefinitely inferior to that of the Helocation Centers. 1f
every comment made on the bad food at Tule Lake had been written
down, it would comprise a separate paper. One informant remarked
months later when the food had greatly improve:, "If then food
had been as it is now, 1t (the warehouse incident) could never
have happened."l

"We never get fresh vegetablea. A week and a half ago they
astarted coming in, but they didn't have any for 1§ or 2 montha,
All we had was potatoes or beeta. Ve're mgetting some lettuce
now., W¥hy couldn't we get it when the canteen was selling 169"

While sr, L. did not arrive in Yule until December, his
reaction to the food at that time, which he expressed most emphat-
ically, was no doubt shared to a large extent, Ly many of the
transferees who arrived two months earlier:

Upon my arrival here I have noticed one thing in particular
that justified the Japanese to revolt, 7That is the food was
terribly poor. I positively believe the food per person per day
couldn't have gone over 20 cents which 18 less than half of what
the Uovernment really allows.

Much criticism was heard throughout the country that the .
Japanese are beinz well fed especially after the investigation
conducted by the DLies Committee. Vhat lies the Lies Committee
could so boldly print. If they would only come and live with
us; eat with us; and sleep with us for just a month instead of
two years as we already have and report the truths as they really
exist, 1'll praise them for their fortitude,

Regardless of what the Dies Committee has said, the food
was bad and is bad today. Though it improved a little, the
difference is so small, it still must be hovering around 20¢ a
day. Y¥ny we haven't had an egg for over two weeks now,

Food 1is one of the greatest contributing factors that deter-
mines the harmony of the camp. It affects the stomach of every
man, woman, and child, The quality of the food can be judged at
tives by the mood of the people, Grumbling and cursing, animated
eriticism of this government is freely voiced.
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To my judgment the food lacks the essential elements that
gives us strength and energy. Many boys are taking vitamins to
keep their bodles from golng to pleces. My eyes went bad on me
since evacuation due to lack of proper food. 1 am not able
today to do one fourth of the work I used to do before the war.
Should L choose to do any manual work, my entire body starts to
tremble and if 1 should persist, dizziness and fainting sensa-
tions overwhelm me. Though I look strong and vigorous, 1 could
not in reallity do the work that is required of me now.

Further enumerating on food as one of the greatest contri-
buting factors of revolt. Is it not obvious when thousands upon
thousands of men, women, and children, the majority of whom are
not working and therefore have no appetite that relishes anything
will naturally find fault with food? W%hen the appetite is good
after a good day's work, the food may be gobbled down to satisfy
the hungry stomach, but when the appetite is bad, the best food
i1s subject to criticlism.

Hany at time I've looked for meat in the plate and if I
am gratified with more than two tiny pieces 1 consider myself
lucky. 7The plate of stew is Just a plate of carrots end potatoes
flavored with bits of meat. Be 1t roast pork, if we get more
than two slices of one moutnful each, 1t looks as if the cook
had made a mistake. The rest is dressing and gravy which we use
to finish a bowl of rice. Filsh is of the poorest quality, Her-
ring which is used for fertiliger is now being supplied to us.
With such food with no varieties, 1 cannot blame thi rioters
vhen they demanded better food on November 1, 1943,

A nisel girl, an old Tulean resident, who disapproved strongly
of the agltators, reflected this attitude by stating:

"We always get worse food here than at the other camps, At
least that's what all the other people told us,"2

Another conservative nisei girl, a transferee from Gila stat ed:

"Bafore the incident the food wasn't good., I missed the
steak_that we had every Sunday at Olila. but the food wasn't really
bado.5

Two other girls, nisei transferees who had previously voiced
strong hostility to the "trouble-making agitators" expressed
themselves as followss

"When I came here L got the impression that the Co-op sold
so much frult bere. And we didn't get any fruit in the mess,

1
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At Topaz we got 8o much fruit in the mess we always had extra
fruit in the house."

Her friend added: "We hardly get fruit in the mess at all
and I had to buy it in the Co-op."

The first informant continued:

“Here L have to ask for my brother in Topaz to send me some
fruit. In Topaz they didn't sell fruit in the canteens but they
gave 1t to us in the mess. Since we came here we spend so much
money on foodu,"™

At this point another girl, an old resident of Tule Joined
her voice to the complaints;

"We've had chicken here only once."

A transferee from Topaz sald nostagicallys

"and at Topaz we got duck or chicken once a week,"

The first speaker, from Topaz, added:

"And ice cream every Sunday.....Al80, all the other relosation
conters get linoleum. But this plece has none!"

The young girl who regretted the ducks and chickens of Topas
closed the conversation with the significant remaris

"lave you seen the personnel quarters here. They're positively
extravagaptl I"went H.’to the personnel rec. hall the other day
and 4 thought, "Goah,

Resentment of Sugpected Graft
' Along with this resentment over poor food a conviction

developed that at least part of this condition was due to graft
on the part of Caucasian and Japanese members of the Mess Divie
sion, 7This suspicion existed bsfore segrepmation and was shared
by the older inhabitanta of Tule Lake, Rumors of project meat
being shipped into Kiamath Falls and sold on the black markét
were current not only among the evacuees but among membors of

the Appointed Fersonnel. 1t was also rumored that large food

1ibid., Sept. 14, p. 6.




bills were run up in nearby towns by membera of the mess division
and that those merchants who furnished an additional bribe were
the first to have their bills met, According to members of the
pressure group and persistent rumor among members of the appointed

personnel, this econdition was investigated by the F, B, I, in

mid-November and resulted in the dismissal of several of the

guilty atafrf members .t

This belief in graft affected the evacuees profoundly. It's
force is reflected only mildly in the following statements, "I"

a nisel from Gila, referring to the susplcion of graft by the
Caucasian saids

"Grafting started the whole works."2

K., reforring to graf'ting by Japanese, sald:

"Undue accusation of persona stealing and of grafts goes on
without respect of the person under fire. Thus ersating suspicion
in the eyes of the people without proofs,

"Recently proofs were uncovered and the suspects were arrested
(these were Japanese arrested for stealing rice). I personally
hope they will De given the severest punishment if found guilt,"®

The accumulation of evidence to prove the existence of graft
on the part of the Caucasian personnel soon became one of the
most important of the self-imposed tasks of the pressure group
which was organigzed, %They conslidered it one of the most potent
woapons agalnst the Adminlistration,

Sentiment over inferior living conditions wes sumarized by

a well educated issel, an ex-Santa ¢ internee from Manzanar.

This 1s an almost universal camp sentiment.

%hep. .
2&. Hankey, Notes, February, p. 1l4.
3”5.. p. 2.




"The starting of such an action (the rise of the pre ssure
group and the trouble which resulted) is the responsibility of
the Administration itself. If the Administration had taken
consideration of the comfort of the people as a whole, I don't
think they could ever have had any action as that which came
from the miserable colony,"

This gentlemen, a graduate of Stanford, also stated that he
was of the opinion tnat the segregees had been sacrificed to WRA
pollcy by belng branded as dangerous and confined within a s cial
camp 8o that WRA's desire to speed relocation might be facilitated.
This opinion has been expressed several times by segregees, but
only by those of a high educational level.

"First there was segregation, a mistake, Then milit
registration which was 1llogicsl, Then, to push the relocation
program, the answers made at milita,y registration were used to
segrepgate a group which never could have been segregated, This
created a problem for WRA which they had not originally antieci-
pated, Those who came into Tule Lake as segregees had been 1
treated with greater severity than in their relocation centers."

Of minor though by no means insignificant importance was
the 1lnsufficlency of work and recreation. The work shortage
gave rise to the additional resentment, that all the good Jjobs,
“the key posltions" were held by the old residents of Tule. To
a large extent this criticism was jJustified.

A young man, a nisel from Cila said;

"When I got here L got a job, I didn't geel bad at all,
Feople who didn't get Jobs felt awfully bad.*

K. salds

"No work is created to relieve the loathsome hours; no
recreations are sponsored to divert the minds of the resldents....
S0 far 1 have not seen any type of recreation sponsored for the
adults, to divert thelr unpleasant minds., If there is enough
work in thils camp to keep the advlta well oceupled, recreation
may not be necessary but when work is so scarce as it is here,
recreation will play a great part in keeping the people satis-
fied, But neither work nor recreation are being sponsored to
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relleve the dissatisfied from concocting mischlief., Seven days

a week, 350 days a month, day in and day out without a thing to
do, topped with lack of funds to keep oneself satisfied with
wants really does get a man, This is another source of trouble }

Additional attitudes toward employment will be quoted in the
dlscussion devoted to the hostility which developed toward the
0ld Tuleans,

Another resentment which had a long pre-segregation history
in Tule Lake sprang from the actions and attitude of the Chief
Medical Ufficer, br. redicord., He had acquired an unprecidented
degree of unpopularity with the Japanese before segregation took
Place. A petition signed by 7,500 evacuees reque sted his removal
in June, 19043, Heasons for hig unpopularity were set forth in
detall by Marvin Opler, the Commanity Analyst, in a report dated
July 6, 1943, In the petition his attitudes toward evacuses,
both staff members and patients, is called unsympathetic and
dictatorial. He 13 accused of addressing the evescuees as “Japs, "
not obtalning necessary medical equipmnent, placing economy above
service, and forcing evacuee doctors to relocate by his dictatorial
attitude. Some of the unconfirmed secusations made by informants
in November include: That redicord had anti-Japane se views, tha
he was incompetent and neglipgent of his duties, that he refused

to grant permission for trenafusions to two or three patienta who

later died,z that he did not order sufficient medicine for hospital

equlpment, that he hired Caucasian guacks one of whom caused a
chlld to be stillborn by giving the mother too mueh serum, that
he cut the hospital staff so severely that 4t could not run

efficiently, that he made the Caucasian nurses section heads and

Lﬂa Ort‘ mco’ 24’ D 210
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permitted them to give orders to the evacuee doctors (even though
one evacuee doctor had a license to practice in Cslifornia), that
he cut down the allowance of baby food although thelr was an
adequate supply in the warehouse. Because of hiring “"quacks"
he 18 glso blamed for the deatih of a severely burned evacuee
child who is sald to have bean left without trsatment from 11300
Pem, to 7300 a.m., when it was finally treated by a Japanese doctor
coming on duty.l The transferees took over this older resentment
with remarkable speed, uIr, Pedicord's removal became one of the
planks in the prograxm of the pressure group.

¥hile most of the informants quoted in the preceding analysis
belong to that section of the population which sincerely desired
to return to Japan, the writer noted that those, who later changed
the ir minds and asked to relocate were just as vociferous in their
complaints over ill treatment at lule Lake. There was one excep-
tion, however. Those wio had doclided to get out of Tule Lake by
the middle of 1944, had never been strong advocators of "a camp
where we can all act like Japanese and prepare for life in Japan,"
instead, they nhad talked of "being ireated like human beings and
having as good a time as we can while we're waiting here." It
should be kept in mind, therefore, that those who had found a
comparatively safe and permanent place to stay until the snd of
the war sharod many of the resentmenta of the sincere repatriates.
Gince the posalbllity of exchange was exceadingly remote, they
realized that they might be forced to live at Tule Lake for an
indafinite numbar of yoars. From Tule Lake and its living condi-

tions, whether good or bad, there was no escape. There was no

libid., p. 17.




possibility of removal by relocation. Conditions had to be

‘ endured or changed.

ATTITULES OF THk OLL TULLAN POPULATION

Although there were many exception, it is clear that the
bulk of the older inhabitants of Tule Lake were characterigzed
by a markedly different complex of attitudes. On the whole they
did not wish to change the camp, especially if the attempt to
effect changes would cause trouble. moreover, they looked upon
themselves as the established group, the "01d Timers" as one
nisel girl expressed it, and felt that if any changes were to
De made, they should be consulted. '“hey did not take kindly to
being told by the newcomers that Tule Lake was a dump, that the
food was bad and the facllities far inferior to the relocation
centers from which the complaining transferees nad come. Some
old fuleans admitted that the facilities of Tule might have been
inferior, but defended their acquiescence to the conditions by
accusing the transferees of demanding luxury. One young woman
sald, “¥hat do they expect. after all, there's a war on,"

Hepeatedly, old Tulean informants spoke nostalgicelly of "the
old Tule Lake" and remarked that it wes gone forever. "Before the
segregees came in people gol along well. I1here was peace." Some
old Tuleans termed Uhe pressure group's attempt to improve the
caup a high-handed and unnecessary effort to make the camp over,
"All they (the newcomers) did was tallk, talk, talk."” The younger
men in the transferee group who, feeling the need of axhibitionism,
broke up nisei dances, behaved rudely to the girls and, in general,

. acting according to their own peculiar concept of the acme of

"Japanese"” benavior, were criticized and looked upon with seorn




and fear. They were terwed "the kibel" or "the geta boys" and were
cordlially disliked b; the nlsel girls. Vhen dilscusseing this period
of camp life, old Tuleans coften lay a large part of the hostility
between the groups to the faet that the old Tuleans held the "key
positions" in employment and had the best jobs., Most old Tuleans
admit that this was the truth although they msay not admit that

the complaint was just.

It was understandably, extremely rare for an old Tulean to
remark that the transferees resented the fact that the old inhatl -
tants were not “loyal to Japan" and "disloyal to America." Instead,
they preferred to state, "They sald we were not loyel to Japan
because we did not want to make trouble." MNeverthelesas, several
0ld Tuleans did admit to the writer, that they did not intend to
go to Japan and that they were remaining at Tule until it was
safe to relocate or until they felt capable of deciding whether
to remain in this country or go to Japan.

It should be remembered that this analysis is general and
that some of the older inhabltants of Tule Lake were strong sup-
porters of the pressure group's attempt at reform, OUn the other
hand, some trunsferees came tc Tule Lake with no intention of
returning to Japan; others came determined to sit on the fence
until the course of the war indicated which country would make
a more satliefactory future home. Both piectures, that of the

attitudes of the old inhabitants and that of the newcomers are

somewhat exaggerated, t.hutf(% differences having been over=
/

emphasi zed. The bulk of the transferees were not as militant,
arrogant and pro-Japanese as the Tuleans paint them; the bulk of
the Tuleuns were not as meek, spineless and pro-American as the

segregees insist.




Very typlcal of the attitude of the old Tuleans population
are the followlng verbatin statements made by an intelligent
nisei girl "L" who was convinced of the foolishness of combating
the Adminlstratlon, and, after the incident, returned to work as
soon as she could, Jhe snowed no concern over being seen with a
Caucasian, and even walked through the camp with the writer,
stating nonchalently, "They call us inus anyway." Such unecongern
toward belng seen talking to a Caucasian was ordinarily shown
only by "agitators" of established atature.

“¥hat the old Tule Lake waa, 1t'a never going to be again.
Then there were people from three states here, Jaahington, Califor-
nia, and Oregon. Ye got along well. ., . But now. . .

"We found out right off that the segregees who came from
other centers were jealous of the old Tuleans -~ that they had
higher positions. They wanted to take that over, 3Somebody came
into the Comsunity Activities office and broke the chairs and
typewriters, ‘e were supposed to be serving the people., They
(the segregees) didn't give us a chance.

"The people who came in had one object: tocerush this cam
and make a new one. bBut the Uld Tuleans interferecd with that."

At a later interview the same informant sald:
"IThey sald we Tuleans were sof't and good-for-nothing.“z
During a conversation with four nisei girls, two of whom
were 014 Tuleans and tvo traneferees of the same conviections as
the 0ld Tuleans, "P", & nisei woman in her thirties, who had
been wvery active politically in the center which she had left
for Tule Lake, remarieds
"The Tuleans here were the old Timers. The strangers who came
in didn't conevlt with the old Timers. They were going to control
the camp."

"L" was present at this talk and added,

L4pid., aug. 17, p. 4.
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"They didn't 1like the idea of the old Tuleans having all
the key jobs either,"l

The attitude of these young women toward expatriation is
interesting. "“P" admitted that she did not want to return to
Japan, However, she explalned at considerable length her appre-
hention toward her future in the united States should she decide
to relocate. If she or her husband believed they could relocate
with security, it is very likely that they would be glad to leave
Tule Lake, "L" dAid not expreass her opinion on repatriation
spontaneously. aAfter sue and the writer had become well acquainted,
the writer ventured to ask her, "Do you really want to go back to
Japan?" "L" thought for a moment and then said, "VWe'll, we've
taken out repatriation.®

\8 this conversation continued, krs, "P" gdmitted that condi-
tions at Tule Lake were not ideal, but conecludeds

“aAfter all, this is war and we can't expect luxury,"

"B" another 0ld Yulean nisei girl added with a note of offended
community pride:

“Ihe first thing that struck me funnys the people from the
other centers came in hers and expected luxury. They said the
latrines were bDad, the food was bad, the housing was bads every-
thing was bad,"

Mrs. "P" then pointed out the fallacy between the adoption
of a stoic Japanese attitude and these complaints; admitting,

however, that she herself 4id not think everything was as it

anould be at Tule Lake or the other centers, for that matter, amd

that it was probably the fault of the local Administrations.

"Fundamentally, they saj they are loyal and want to go back
to Japan. Then they ahiould De willing to go through hell to get
there. Ws were told shat the camp was like before we came here.

l4p1d., p. 4.




"I feel that Washington 1s trying to do the right taing by
us but that often we're not getting what we should be from there
(the local Administration)., I felt that from the beginning,
even the first camp I went into, Lven if they met only five
cents a day (in graft) from each of us - why, they'll be million-
alres,.

“When we first came in here the food was 0. K."

ihe two old Tulean girls present remariked that before seagre-
gation, when Mr, Peck was Chief Steward, the "food had been
terrible." After segregation it had improved,>

«nother excellent expression of old Tulean asttitudes came
from a nisel girl "B, who is employed in the high school office.
"E" d4id not exhibit as much pre judice agalnst the Segregees as
"L" or "P" and made a deliberate effort to express herself objec-
tively.

"You know what I thought. 1 thought this would be a peaceful
camp. 1 thought thal since it was a camp of all people going back
to Japan we'd have the same combination, But due to reople with
selfish reasons, they made riots. Those people were quiet back
home, but having nothing to do, they made trouble here,

"I was disappointed. I expected a different spirit and living
peasceful, ., .

"Being a Tulean, we felt that they were making it tough for
us. Ve had nothing (like the trouble) before they came in,

"I guess we were all employed and had the best jobs and they
didn't like that either.®2

An elderly issel woman gave her opinion of the transferees
without minecing any words, ker remarks could not be taken down
verbatim and are reproduced from nemory s

"Before "these people” ceme here, everything was quiet,
tverything wont fine. but when these people from Gila, Poston,
Jerome, and Topaz came in, all they could telk about was how fine

things had been where they came from. In tne relocation camps
the food was Lter; there they had nice houses, or they had

—

1
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fine white bath tubs. Things at Tule Lake (they saild) were no
good., 7These newcomers, all they do is talk, talk, talk.

"Phe trouble in camp was all made by a few people. If the
Tule Lakers say anything the others say they are W
(spineless), S0 they don't say anything. %hey don trouble.

"Ihe way these few trouble-makers behave is not true Y ato

. ‘‘he person who really acts according to XYamgto

makes himself low and does not talk.

The informin—t added with unusual frankness:

"The people in Tule Lake think they will atay in Tule Lalke
and mayba g0 back to Japan after the war. Maybe they will stay
in this country., bBut some of the people who came in, the{ want
to go back rlght away. All they do is talk, talk, talk.

low large a proportion of the issel 01d Tule Lake population
had a similar attitude is impossible to say. That a considerable
number of the niseil were not enthusiastic over expatriating there
can be no doubt., MNaturally, such sentiments were rarely expresmd
before Caucasians., "K, M," a young girl employed in the hospital
as a nurses' alde was determined to relocate and intended to remain
in Tule Lake only until the time when a nursing school would acos pt
her. S5he expressed concern over the unfriendly treatment which
had been accorded some relocating nisei, but obviously felt that
11fo in the United States was the lesser of two evils. Ihe
explained frankly that she had deliberately remained at Tule Liake
because ahe dAld not want t0 leave the camp at segregation time
and had uassd the simple expedient of refusing to register for
the Military rezistration, She added that she thought her hearing
had been silly and that the hearing board members had been rude &

"K, M." was even more anti-pathetic to the newcomers than

the nisol girls quoted previously. 'hen asked to describe her

Yi01d., sept. 27, 1944, p. 2.
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first reaction to the transferees, she said:

"The first thing that happened to me was that one of my
uniforms was stolen (her nurses' alde uniform)., It was stolen
right off the line from my back porch, That never heppened be-
fore. . .

“I think they (transferees) came here with a chip on their
shoulders.

“"Right after they came we had a welcome dance and the kibel
camo and told the people to g0 home. Lverything was supposed to
be Japanese, they asald.

"shen they arrived they broke down buildings, bns%ec: walls,
and built bonfires and went around shouting 'Banzai.'"

This young woman, who lived in a block which was predominantly
old Tulean appeared to have a particularly active grudpge against
the tranasferee "kibel" boys. She stated that she hated them;
they were trouble-makers; they were always goose-stepping around
(in their Japanose exercises) early in the morning and waking her
ups they made l1life mliserable for the nisel becausze there were so0
many more xKibel than nisel in camp and the nisel could do nothing

about it, 8he recounted an incident which occurred at one of the

firat block meetings she attended. An absent-minded man, who wes

not listening or did not understand the lssue under discussion,

applaunded out of turn, Iimmediately the tough boys said; "lLet's
get that guy after the meeting.” The man had to sneak out quietly
to escape a bﬁsting.2
The unelaborated factors listed above, to which many less
important attitudes could be added if data were more abundent,
laid the foundation for the socinloglcal explosion of late October
and November and the events which followed. The rapid mounting

of fury engendered when accidental events added profound emotional

1
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resentments to this already impressive accumglntion, strained
the self-control of many of the residents past endurance and
furnlishied the leaders of the pressure group with an issue of
sufficient magnitude to make an aggresive stand against the
Administration.

For this manifestation, the Administration was totally
unprepared. In fact, the National Director of WRA believed that
Tule Lake would be the most peaceful of the centers.,l Moreover,
the Administretion was etill endeavoring to settle the most
pressing preliminary problems of organigation, necessitated Ly
thls vast and hurried influx of groups from many centers when
1t was overwhelmed by the phenocmenally rapid rise of a pressure
group within the camp. %The farm striks occurred less than three
veeks after the bLeginnling of the arrival of the segregees,

An attempl was made Dy ir. Opler and a few other members
of the Appointed Fersonnel to set up a body of steff members, the
Advisory Council to assist in the initiation of some kind of
colony organigation.

“Before the accldent we were dickering with Best on colony
organization,"®

Nothing concrete was accomplished and thies contemplated
body was swepbt away Ly the impact of independent organization
from within the colony. It was re-established, however, a month
after the proclamation of Martial Law and was later to play an
important part in the organization and establishment of a group
of Japanese, who attempted to bring the cemp beck to what was

termed "normaley" and cooperate with the Administration.

lpind and quote, 1f possible, D, Myer's statement.

2&0(}88, Lal‘., p. 590
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Less than two weeks after the arrival of the first transferees
the workers on the coal crew threatened to strike. The grievance,
negotiations and outcome was described by a member of the committ ee
which negotiated with the representatives of the Administration
as followns

"That happenea about ten days after 1 came here from Topag.
i heard there was a coal strike because I was a member of the
Ylanning Board. %Then Mr, Akiyama, Mr. 1akada (who are both
now in Santa Ye) and Mr, Yamenaka, of block 14 came to see me.
“hey told me there was a grievsnce among the coal drivers and
they wished me to try to iron out the grievance, Mr, Sgito and
Nr, ldemoto were foremen and they also came.

"I wanted to know the dope. They saild there were some
Japanese resting when the car of coal arrived here. it (the
weather) was really hot then, %hen one of the Caucasians came
and sa+d said, 'You are getting paid $16.00 & month and I don't
want to see you loafing on your Job and resting like this,!

"The Jupanese sald the food they were receiving was poor
and that uie work was too tough, %“he Caucesian stated that the
food did not concern him and that his chief responsibility was
to see that they all worked.

"low the coal workers had had a contract with the Administra-
tion prior to this incident. The boys wanted the conditions to
be the same as the contract signed by the Japanese and the
Cauwcasians previously. They stated that they had one hour of
laundry to do each day and that at ten o'clock they had a little
chow tiwe and et 2330 another mack. %They waated to go back on
the same basis,

"The Caucasian sald flatly that there was no committment and
that it didn't concern hiwe. %hey had to work at ell times, whether
or not, or he'd fire them because there were so meny on the list
o get jobs. :

"S0 kr, Mayeda (head of Civic Organigations) kr. Akiyama,
dr. Yakata and 1 went to see Mr, Smith, Ve conferred for two,
three days and at last agreed to have the workers on the same
basis as the previous contrgct.

"About 15 were fired on that day, so we wanted them to be
returned with full pay, and that was agreed uwpon,”™

o o —
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Opler made a full report on this coal strike and has several

times made the statement that he thought the Negotliating Committee
could have been handled in the seme way. It 1s unlikely that more
data cen be galned from evacuees. A consideration of the attitude

of the Administration, as expressed through Opler's reports will
be interesting when 1 get the report.







1.
RISE OF THE COUNT®R DAIHYO SHA KAI GROUP =-=- THE COORDINATING
COMMITTEE

Lead up

The initi/al confusion and anxiety brought about by

the entrance of the Army was followed by growing discontent and
increasing vaclillation on the part of the residents. By

the middle of December the Daihyo Sha Kal had lost virtually

all of its able or forceful leaders since a1l of the members
of the Negotlating Committee and many of the block represen-

tatives of the Daihyo Sha Kal had been arrested by the

Army and confined in the stockade. fhEmamwasmmmkntmgmmex
k¥hemrmsx The residents%had no recourse but to wait for the
authorities to give in (and the possibllityof this eventuality
dwindled week by week) or to abandon the partial strike and
with 1t thelr hoped for gainse

in mid-December of 1943 the residents fell into three
general categories:

1) Vociferous supporters of the incident, the Negotiating
Committee and the status quo, 1. e., persons who carried
their resistance to the point of proposing a canp-wide
hunger strlike to gain thelr endse.

2) The greoater number of the residents who vacillated
between reluctance to admit defeat or abandon tle =kaus
status quo and a desire to end the existing misery asm

Gk (radovns

aynfusionAand return to the comparative comfort of a job and
salary of 16 dollars a month.

3) A group of residents who had come to the conclusion
that the best policy was to abandon the partial strike,

go back to work and put & definite end to the uncomfortable

and nerve-racking period of disturbance.

1dents &
The vacillation of the greater number i 4 e




1B
toweyd important issues relating to the Daihyo Sha and the Megotiating
Committee is exgdgplified by the following phenomena, a11 of whioh took
Ploce in smriynpexexhexX late Noversber and ear ly Decembey :
®) In lete November a petition was ciroulated x¥aiding among the
residents, pledging suprort to the Negotdating Comnittee and its platorm,
Only half the residents signed the petiont although much pressure must
have beean ar~plied by vooiferous supporters of the Daihyo gha,
on December 4

b) Tittle wore thon a week 1ater/a secret blook election was held
and the residents voted overwhe Imingly in favor of contimiing the
status quo or partial strike,

c)Ear 1y in December the Daihyo Sha
B) X 93X Pan® mbewX 10 proposed to the Co-op that it ocease the sale of

of "luxupy" items so that the economio Pinch of holding to the strike might

be somewhat allevinted, The residents who were Co-op members Woted on
this issue and the proposal was defeated by a 9 - 1 bloock rat iof,
The tremerdous power of ocublio opinion and, to a lesser extent,

fear of the amxd vociferous Group I




1B

exemplified by the following rhenomena already discussed in the preceding

chapter .,




c) At the end November only half offthe residents

ned the second fetition of the Daihyo Sfia Kal, pledging

ipport to the Nfgotiating Committee andf even

though much prgfssure must have been apglied by vociferous

supoorters off the &mm Daihyo Sha Kai

Kai and Kuratoml gavegfthemselves up to the
‘akahashi of the Dailhyo $ha made an eloquent plga

to the bgdy to disband. Althougr'the bod¥ rejected Ya

put bvefore the

to 1 block ratiofe.

were still powerful factors working against the overt
expression of the moderate attitudes held by Group III and
by many members of Uroup lI. By mid-December an increasi ng
number of residents were leaning in this direction but they
did notdare to say e+ Fram Group III, however, sg%}ang the
leaders of a reactionary faction which orgnized and with

8he assistance of the administm tion was finally to ke=zak

bring about the end of the strike.
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T™wo factors were of tinost importance in the deve loomant of the

oounter =Daihyo She Xai ¢ reactionary group. These mere the constant mxa

anfmininxxencouregement given by the administrati 3 A ¢ my and the fact

that most of the Daihyo Sha leaders and block representat iveas/ had
_-.——J—- ; %

1
Y

mideDecember, been arrested end conf ined in the stocknde. With the
Committee and its most overt supporters out of the way, the dangers and
1iffdculties which an oprosition group had to face were somewhat lessened,
Even go, the step took courgge for sbuse and violence from the vociferous
status-quo supporters was inevitadble.

The advisory Counoil, the odministrative body first contemplated in
early Ootober, represented the administrat ion in this delicate tasgk of
reinstituting raprort with the oplonistse. ;Z On December 11 they contacted
the first group of reaotionary Japansse leaders/ from the Civic Organizat ‘ong,

a body on the WRA peyroll whose duty it was to coordinmate and facilitate

relations between the Blook Manogers and the administration. Two former

Tuleans, »r. William Mayeda and Mr. Frank Ex¥® Furukeawa and two newoomers

“r. Shimada (of Rohwer??) and Mr, Namekawa of Ht. Mountan represented this
Eroupe These men eave the Advisory Council their opinions of the inoident

and the part played by the Negot iating Wommittaoes

The Advisory Council first began to function after the Nov. 4 incident as
an advdsory council to Mr. Best. In the lsrge turnover which took place
efter the incident, severs’ members left and were eventually replaced by
Robertson, Head of Operations, Black, Head of Community Management,
Meykhim, Reports Off icer and McNeil, Head of GuxmxmidbxrErmbe¥ Coopsrative
Enterprises,




newcomers,

group.

tiatin

The recent trouble nad arisen because the "Jerome faction,"
also called the Kail-Kuratomi clique, had come to Tule Lake organized.
This elique was also supported by and under pressure from a strong
arm bunch from Jerome and that the leadership..cligue ecarried out
the orders of this group "below it." The colonists were supporting

the interned members of the Dalhyo Sha's ward representatives, for

although many colonists disagreed with the methods of the Committee,
they had elected and seven had been thrown in as 'specialists!,
among the latter being the President énd the Vice-President."

After November 4, as its members were picked up, the committee

augmented itself., "They elected seven men and then put seven

others in to watch them. The Committee was a minority representation

from the start, but there was nothing to counteract them with.
There were a lot of people from Tule Lake who didn't like to be
left out of it, but when all the 'black sheep' came into this camp,
we were made to understand we couldn't have self-government, and
even the Planning Board which isn't 'government' anyway, was broken
up." When asked why the colony did not take steps, the representa-
tives of Civic Organization pointed out that terrorism was feared:
"A 1ot of people would speak up during the day, but they have to
sleep in the colony at night; it would be different if we didn't

have to 1ive there."!

1Freely transcribed from Upler's lettery Naim., pp. 5, 6.
unjou.w—o,lwi




ZA
The pioture which these four Japanese presentsd to the Advisory

Council was the view of Group IIT and conta ined among some truths a

number of fallsoeous rationalizations which the more moderate colonisks

had developed by thig time and which should be enle rged uron, That




of the thing,"“

(3) DBesides this, roristic group
situation to olong the incigént,

The picturg i ch these foup~Tapanese prese

Advisory CpA

ment;A;'

Kal and Kuratomi came ﬁo ‘lule Lake with a group of supporters is
almost certain., However, that this group was possessed of more
than a very loose type of organization is very doubtful and that
the trouble arose because of this "organized" group is quite false.

These four anti-Laihyo Sha men were expressing a rationalization

that became widespread among the camp residents later: that Kal
and Kuratomi were responsible for the wovember difficulties and

had forcibly led an unwilling misguided populace into misery and

confusion.(JIhe hidtory of the devel¢§ment of the trouple has

shown that this‘explanation of the& phenomenon is ve superfigial;

had not Kail ahd Kuratomli stepfed forward, someeggfglse, ve

likely mf. Takahashi, woy¥d have been pushed Anto the sagle by

the/t%emendous force public pressure f£ér action and/would have
bé&come the gggpﬁ;goatk)

The statement that "Kai and Kuratomi were dominated from

below" requires some elucidation. “The "strong-arm bunch" or
rather, one of the strong-arm groups in camp certainly supported
them and also exerted pressure upon them. However, it was not

a matter of the leadership clique taking orders from the "group

Aib1d,, ppe 6,
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below" g0 much as the fact thot the leaders had great diffiou'ty ocontrolling
the ir "boys", as they are usual’y called, and keeping them in line.
The explamatian which these evocuees gave the sdmArkstiak iy Adv igory

Counc il
regarding the residents' support of the Daihyo Sha Kai is not ent irely

acourate, 2t 1iyo Sha Kai, properly
oAt \)'J-\J MQL’V:?

speaking, were notAa minority revresentotion. CINTII NS N ————————
MM
e R Al \ L homse lves set up the standards of behavior, The
besic motivat ions of these standards were seldom verbalized, Fundame nta 1 ly
were;en emotionnl and unreagoning hatred of the administretion; a oowerful
sense of group persecution and the accompany ing notion that the Japanese

should stick torether against the WRA administrat ijon, When to the se

prevaiting cerp attitudes a situation of almost patholopics? eXoitament,

such as that which existed in late OQotober and Novembey of 1943 was

added, the idea of open opposition to the leaders who had initiated action
agalnst the despised administrion or withdrawineg suprort from them
once they had been arrested was,ohomstxdinoanxeimabiexx oy many of the
residents, almost inoonceiveble, Overt opposition to thdse powerful
atttitudes or to the lesders would immediately bring down the aopelat ion of
E_n_L_x_, ergo, oounter-action on the part of any individual or grour was
impossible, Mr. Furukewa,himself, in this ta1k with the A:v"-sory Cou.noil
conveniently forget his own attitude at the inception of the incident.

to the writer
Inter he X»42 stoted/that k® in truth he and the other Blook Menoregrs
felt the same way as the _IZ’_?]."E S_h_a_ E_a_i in the "improvement of food and
maintgenance ," "They isvksd "They looked forward to improvements, Tiks
me - I'd rather eat something better then beans if I oould mt i _];/
Moreover, yhabxpymenpespis as these evacuees told the administrative
couneil, some people did fear the fiolence of the "tough-boys". But
infin8ed1ly greater wes the fear of becoming stigmatized as a dog,

- T a8 " - n O gn W o -~ -

l. R. Hankey, Notes, Jan. 8, 1945, p. 1.
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The attitudes of the residents at the time of the incident

were @iffioult for the administration to understand since they can

scarcely be apprecisted except by an individual who has 1ived in

8 camp under this kind of »r¥esuraxx excitement and pressure.

Apperantly, therefore, the Japamm four Japanese impressed the

administration with a partially erroneous picture which they

probebly believed themselves at the time; that of a helpless

populace frightened into submission by a8 small group of terrorists,

& ooncept which the administration w's very eapger to acocept sino

Ustified many of its an¥nwvme poct actiong,




g A
in-vecember,;admitted to tHe Wr¥iter that in October he and the

other block managers felt the same way as the Laihyo Sha in the

“"lmprovement of-food and maintenance,* "he y looked forward to
4
%

improvements. Like me - I'd rather eat something better than
beans if I could get it,."1
o Arlicantiq

With these conservative/mss, members of the vested employment
interests, who now felt 1t safe to criticize and denounce the

Dalhyo Sha, lay the administration's most obvious hope of breaking

the status quo, and bringing about colony organization and a return
to normal conditions which, it was hoped, would be followed by the
withdrawal of the irksome Army rule. After the Co-operative's

successful deflance of the Laihyo Sha Kal, meetings between small

groups of Japanese and the Advisory Council were held almost daily.

Ways and means of breaking the deadlock, the status-quo, were

discussed., most prominent among the Japanese were lessrs. Shimada,

Namekawa, Furukawa, Mayeda and|Naydo of the Civic Organizations)

wewti Akitsuki, Yamatani, Ikemoto and Hitomi of the Co-operative
1ol

bnterprises; asmdiAof Housing and lakahashi, th Aprominent member

of the Laihyo Shadalso took an active part., 1t is interesting that

some of theséAmen had, according to Mr., Tsuda, taken a prominent
part in the attempt to reestablish the 01d Tulean Planning Board
which was made just before and after the farm accident of October 14.2
As has been explained, this attempt failed completely due chiefly

to the fact that the Daihyo Sha Kai managed to get organized first.

When the Daihyo Sha Kai began to totter, this group of early rivals

appears to have been the first to take advantage of the situation,

1

» 2 o s

“4mid. ) /April 18, 1945, p. 2.
- To
oo piy N




In fact, the 0ld Tuleans as a whole were probably the first to

withdraw support, turning against the Daihyo Sha leaders not so

much because they were "radicals" but because they were outsiders.
As Mr, Tsuda stated:

"When things popped up in Tule Lake most of the 0ld Tuleans
were willing to gilve the vraihyo Sha moral support. But when things
didn't look very nice. . When the aArmy came in. . they were the
first to get out. . the 01d Tuleans and a few others turned against
the bLaihyo Sha Kai.,"

The Administration, anxious to break the deadlock, made the
very most of these contacts. Meanwhile, the érmy continued to
arrest peopleI;”much to the satisfaction of the opposition groups."l

Some of the individuals named above volunteered the names of
people whom they labeled as trouble makers. The Administration

and the army looked upon it as a hopeful sign that the colonists

were beginning to be willing to transmit information to the

officlal However, as was lat to be rov;i/all/;9d'2}j;;1y,
this dctiOn was not ygé/:ypic 1 of the/ attitdde of/the ‘larige
ny(//j of tolonists.

Simultaneously the Co-op and the Civiec Organizations are

sald to have supported the organization of a counter goon-squad,

Wi Brr—le a0 T describe& as a strong arm opposition group of about

500 young men, ' ate and thoughtful

e e Center." These young men planned to go in a
“Doa J’(AW

body to the headquarters of theAl ‘ and request

that the remalning members of RRERT PO o the

Lbailhyo Sha Kai resign.2 iThe writer is strongly inclined to view

these statements as braggadocio. Certain young men perhaps enjoyed

visualizing themselves in this dramatic activity, but it is most

lCommunity Analyst's Letter, Lec, 29, 1943, p. 4.

2l
Toid., Opler's letter to Spicer, Lec. 29, pp. 4, 5.




unlikely that they had any serious intentions of carrying ocut
their threats.

There 1s a startling difference between the opinion of DLr,
Opler on these men who contacted the Administration and the
opinions of the majority of evacuee informants contacted shortly
after this period. The attitude which seems particularly attrac-
tive to Lr, Opler, i.e., that these men felt that Tule Lake was

not really the place for them, would damn them with the ordinary

colonist, "Tule Lake," saild most residents, "is no place for

people who feel like that,"
Opler states:

"Mr, Mayeda is here simpl# because his parents appealed to
him to remain with them becau their other son had 'forsaken
them.' Since that time, they have finally come around to agree-
ment that ©tule lLake is no place for him. Mr. Furukawa is also
here simply because of family reasons; as the father of five young
children, and the sole support of aged parents, he feels he cannot
go elsewhere and relocate; his father intends to die in Japan.

Mr. Shimada likewlise seems to have regrets about coming to Tule
Lake; he was made a block representative in the Negotiating Com-
mittee; he resigned because he thought the methods of the group
were undemocratic and thelr goals open to suspicion whereupon the
block read in the washroom a_number of charges against him, includ-
ing the familiar one of inu.

Takahashi has the respect of the Co-op, Civic Organization
and the opposition groups and has in the past, opposed the Kai=-
Kuratomi, or dominant clique, within the Dalhyos. He is uniformly
described as a man of good education, courage, and excellent repu-
tation throughout the colony who was brought into the Daihyo's
organization to lend his prestige; he opposed the Kal faction
throughout though without effect, but did not resign like Yamatani
and Shimada, "2

This description should be given careful attention, for it
was men with this background who formed the nucleus and much of the
body of the opposition group. The Civic Organizations group, the

Divisional Hesponsible Men, and the officers of the Co-operative

I1ivid., Dec. 10, 1944, p. 4.
2ibid., Dec. 29, 1944, p. 5.
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were,AS--ihL-unot part, old residents of Tule Lake. In a sense

they represented vested groups. Their positions implied consider-
able prestige. DBefore segregation they had been in the habit of
cooperating with the Administration, and, as Upler points out,
some of them were undecided as to whether they ought to remain in
Tule Lake.

as these men became more and more active in cooperating with
the Administration, breaking the status quo and bringing the colony
back to what was termed a normal state they incurred the furious

hatred of the Daihyo Sha Kail supporters or the genjyo-iji group

(pro status quo) and the dislike of many of the genjyo-daha (anti-
status quo, people. On many occasions, when engaged in conversa-
tion with residents who themselves no longer supported the laihyo
Sha, the writer was surprised by the bltterness of the invectives
heaped upon these most active opponents of the body.

The situation was paradoxical in the extreme. These anti-

Daihyo Sha leaders were in the peculiar position of attempting to

improve the miserable conditlion of the center, when most of the
people wished for relief but were not willing to pay the price

of reliefs giving way to the authorities. For this philanthrophy
they recelved no gratitude. mMost of the residents at this time
were probably to be found between the twc extreme points of view -

the radical Llalhyo Sha on the one hand and the ultra-conservative

Co-op and Civic Organizations in the other, However, to gain relief
from the oppressive discomfort of Army rule by approaching the WRA
in a conciliatory matter was a method which the great majority o
the people was not yet emotionally ready to stomach. Once the deed

was accomplished, most were ready to take advantage of the improved
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situation, Yet, for leeding the movement which wag looked upon os
cooperation with the administretion, thess men were never forgiven,

Mr. Furukewa expressed himself as follows:

"During those dark moments of osmp 1ife many people with ohildren,
they had no shoes, no money, no ciothing. Some of the children wers
beginning to go harefooted. The camp condition was oritical, When those
men {ewoxdinxting nexnx (the lenders of opposition to the Baihyo Sha)
stepped into the picture they put their 1lives at stake,

"You see, we had very 1ittle support when we started that thing,
Although (we) were supported by a11 the working people that is a vary
little peroentage of the people in this center, And even so, a1] the
working people were not supporting (us)." 1/

On December 23 the Co-op and the Civic Orgnnizatisns mimeorraphed and
ciroulated widely thoough the camp the minutes of the meeting with the
Spanish Consul 2and the representotive of the State Department, a gesture
Which, it was hoped, would disoredit the Daihyo Sha Kai, since the
State Department representotive had x»ad stoted that the dispute of the

Tule Take Camp would definite ly hold up the exchange of nationals, 2/

Hooo myx mx X thmy o dy mnox e 62 emoma myha bx

Conferences between the administration and the Civie Organizat iyng
and the Coop leaders were held throughout the latter weeks of Decanber,
Then, earily in Janaary, the key workers or the Divisiona] Responsible
Men,acceding to pressure to return &» work, held a meeting to disouss

the matter, The officisls of the Civie Orgsnizations end the Co-op took

a prominent part in this meeting which was he1d Janueyy 7.{'hgprasentﬂtives

of the Packing Shed, the Coa] Crew, Maintensnce, Time Keeping, Payrodl
and Acoounting, Placement, Co-oparative, Civio Organizations, Hous ing,
Clothing Unit, Rospitsl, Congtruction, Mess Management, Warehouse, and the

Garagy sttended, Colonel Aust in,

le R, Hankey, Notes, Jan, 8, 1945, p. 3,
2+ Community AMelyst's Ietter, Dec, 29, 1948, p. 4.




Lieutenant Forbes, Mr, best and lir. Huycke attended. Colonel
Austin made an address in which he said in part:

"The Army 1s interested, as you people are, in this colony
returning to a normal condition. The majority of the people are
interested in a peaceful orderly existence. Xou people are in a
position to take some responsibility in this regard? inasmuch as
you know and have been working on the various jobs,"

"Obviously after a period such as you have gone through, we
must not start full speed. ou have to builld up gradually. 1
think you realize this and must bear this in mind in your discus-
sion today."l

e A AN

Byron Akitsuki, who was serving asasecretary to the Co-op
at this time, was elected chairman. ie then addressed the assemb-
lage stating that the purpose of the meeting was to consider the
exlsting situation. 16,600 colonists had suffered because of the
political conflicts, neglect and blindness of a minority. This
meeting had been called to find a solution to the present unhappy

situation.

”

Mur, éh{hada then spoke, explaining Ahat he had :;j;ived per-

missiow from Colghel Austin t6 meet’wihh the Daihyo SHa Kail on

?zéry 5. HoWever, at the appoinfed time, Mr. jSzuma of the

aihyo Sha,did not appear giviﬁg illness as S excuse an§A§ .

nataokafécting in Ais behalf/ stated tha ithout a respegnsible
person to condy€t the meefing they cofild not very ppOceeds
N e Ot immung
Mr., Naldo&then suggested that a resolution for returning to
work be prepared, that a responsible political group be selected

which would put this resolution to a vote; "abandon the existence

of the Dalhyo Shas; and finally foster the true Japanese spirit

and base all oyr future ideas as a gentlemanly dapanese should,"
- L(J e
Mr ., hitomlksupporggd Naido's suggestion saying “A few beatings

lMinutes of the Special Meeting of the Divisional Heads of the
Lake WRA froject, Jan. 7, 1944, p. 1l.




may result but such must be expected and prepared for." Mr.
F/l: o 0 W A “j ™ )l\‘ V.\»/Q‘J
Namekaw&%ﬁOVed that the question be put to a formal vote "“and he

~
0

motioned that the Daihyo Sha's 'Maintenance of status quo' be

abandoned and workers accordingly return to th?éfyrespective jobs,
o O rspnido N g

The motion was unanimously carried. . mr, Sh{%adaAsugges ed that

Mr., Naldo's mot}on be carried out as follows: {;he various divisions

should meet -find decide whether to accept or re ject the resolution;
the result should then be announced to the colonists; the resolu-
tion would then be put to a secret vote in each bloégl The minutes
do not state whether this suggestion was voted upon, but it was
followed explicitly the following week. Two days later the Divi-
slonal Heads met again. Dbyron Akitsuki was again appointed chair-
man by general consent. Yamat;kzk;nd'ahimada were appointed his
advisors. The results of the vote cast by the separate divisions
on the proposed resolution was announced. %The vote was decidedly
in favor of returning to work, Whether it was not necessary to
take the referendum vote proposed by Mr, Shimada at the first
meeting was now discussed at length. Opinions expressed are intef-
esting.

1. Tkemoto: It is not necessary to take a referendum vote. People
who are not working would naturally oppose it.

M, sShimada: Returning to work is the first step in restoring
normal conditlons; however, the question is whether to leave the
camp in this abnormal condition or take the 4nitiative step in an
attempt to restore it, which should absolutely be on the basis of
public opinions and finally their votes.

J. Nakaos It is necessary. We certainly need the support of the
colonists,

Idemoto: I favor lir, Ikemoto's suggestion. If the referendum
should result unfavorably, it will mean a lot to those who want
to return to work.

R. Kondo: Whether to return to work is a m estion for the workers
to decide. 1t is unnecessary to refer such to the colonists,




J., Naido:; ". . . I think it is our duty to have referendum vote.,
Otherwise the last meeting would be altogether meaningless."

The matter was put to a vote and,resulted in 40 affirmative

votes and two neutral. KawaLi%then moved that a committee of

seven be elected to prepare and make plans for the tﬁlking of the
referendum. The following nominations were made in order: [éhimada,
O el L35
Akitsuki, Naldo, Nakao, Okamoto, Yamatanl and NamekawadA This body
- O;V('QJA,—""“ @*"'*’L“”""j“"\‘\" W“’”""\L- o

of seven men)weeswees to assumé a position of great political
prominence and take over the task of representing the people with
the administration.)

Having decided on a referendum vote, the Divisional Heads
and thelr committee named above, realized that if their plan was

to be at all successful they must work so fast that the remnants

of the Laihyo Sha would not have time to organize any opposition.

accordingly on the morning of January 10 the section formen and
one unnamed Caucaslan met and prepared a working program to follow
up the referendum results even though the referendum had not yet
been held. The Employment Office was moved back to the Colony,
and a back to work program planned on the basis of obtaining a
nuclear staff of key workers. It was decided to employ Japane se
secretarial workers in those of the Administrative offices where
financlal and confidential records were not kept; a security check,
with the Army and Internal Security, was added to the ordinary
recruitment procedure.

1he referendum vote was scheduled.for the evening of January 11,
That morning the camp was deluged with mimeographed propaganda which
was prepared by the Divisional Heads' committee. In this material,

which is included below in toto, the Daihyo Sha Kail ®) accused of

fallure, and of bringing misery upon the people. Most important
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of 811, the @»m Divisiona]l Heads oommitted itse If to an equitable distribut ion
of futvre employment and, in somewhat ambiguous Xmxm¥x phrases, to a
re leese of the detained internees, Both commitments are very significant for
many residents took it for granted that they would beoc orried out completely
and circumstances made this impossible, Consequantly, the leaders of this

movement were then re-arded as having broken their promices to the people and

the ir prestige, which had been precarious from the beginning, evaporated

rapid]y.
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F

]

of all the‘p%mmittee commits/itself to an equitable distribution

of futurpfemployment, and 1in somewhat ambiguoyé phrases to a
'4

releiﬁg‘of the detaineg’ internees. Both comflittments are ery

sigﬁificant, U T SN Riibkeidar ,
. byt O LB TP Ob—adladd |\ This fall
than any Other;eingle Factor, brougdt

r’( \
of this angf-Daihyo Sha,\ The cagb

expect g€tion in releasing Yhegfletainees and wh ery little was
doney /fthe precarious prest /2 of the oppositiv\ group evaporated
rapfdly.
R SOLUTION
January 7, 1944

WHLRBAS, a normal condition was previously existing ‘in this colony;

WHBREAS, Daihyo Sha came into being with a purpose of bettering
the conditions in this colony;

WHLRBAS, although the purpose of the Laihyo Shas was worthy of
belng respected, the ways and means by which it has pre-
sented the demands were not in accord with accepted stand-
ard of conduct as pursued by a normal and peaceful society;

WHhRRAS, this Center was subsequently placed under the control of
the Army;

WHERLAS, as a result the colonists have been subject to suffer from
abnormal conditions in which a curfew is restricting the
free movement of people, no organized recreational facili-
ties are avallable, and many people are left unemployed;

WHERLAS, the authority with which Daihyo Shas should logically
negotiate has officially announced that it no longer
recognize the Laihyo Shas as the representatives of this
colonists;

Wik RAS, although the LDaihyo Shas has utterly failed in their
negotiation, it has not attempted to dissolve itself,
but rather it has adopted the policy of maintaining
the so-called status quo;

there were among the colonists who were gravely concerned
about the future of the colonists;




WHEREAS, on January 5, 1944, Daihyo Sha has called the meeting,
wlith permission of the Army. Many division and section
evacuees heads were formally invited to this meeting by
the Dailhyo Shas. Some 200 persons were present at this
meetIng, however, the meeting was dissolved without accomp-
lishing any purpose because the one party responsible for
the meeting falled to be present. The evacuee division
and section heads were in attendance to witness an amicable
solution by the Daihyo Shas of the present existing condi-
tion.

WHEREAS, under the circumstance, we have no other desire than to
exist as a true Japanese and to return to Japan unashamed;

WHERL AS, the evacuee division and sectlon heads have concluded that
the Laihyo Shas are no longer in a position to bring back
normal condition to the colony which is sincerely desired
by the great majority of the colonists;

THERLFORE Wk RESOLVE THAT as a vital preliminary measure in liqui-
dating this so-called status quo as maintained by the
Laihyo Sha and in order to bring forth normal condition
to this colony in the very immediate future, every colo-
nists, a respectful and peace-loving resident, should
return to the work lmmediately;

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED on this 7th day of January, 1944 by
all present that as an initial step, each evacuee division
and section heads will confer on this matter to the colo-
nists concerned in each division and section at meetings
to be held at various places on January 8, 1944, from
L3S0 aevam

Signed

EVACUEE DIVISIONAL AND
SECTIONAL HEADS

This was followed by a statement accusing the Daihyo Sha of

failures they had "conclusively failed in their purpose of better-
ing the conditions of the center," they had not tried to obtain

the release of the detal ned men, and they were unable to check

the increasing number of internments. The economic suffering

which the families were undergoing under the status quo, the policy
of holding to passlve resistance until the army and the administre-

tion gave way, was pointed out with the comment that such self-

imposed suffering did not reflect upon an individual's loyalty to

his country.




A summary of the January 6 meeting of the Division and Section
Heads was glven and the information that these groups had voted
overwhelmingly to return to work.

The new body pledged itself to the following committments:

LQUITABLL DISTRIBUTION OF FUTURE EMPLOYMENT

It 1s our duty to materialize an equitable distribution of
employment because it is the principal source of income for most o
the colonlsts residing in this center. After restoring this center
back to normal condition, a plan can be worked out in which there
will be employment possibility for the greatest number of residents.

RETURN TO NORMAL CONDITION WILL AID IN THE RELEASE OF THE IETAINED
PR RSONS

The return of the colony to normal condition will create a
favorable atmosphere where the justifiable release of detained
colonists will become a greater possibility,

i1t 1s an unwise contention that if the status quo is liqui-
dated, the persons detained will be deemed as guilty., If the
status quo 1s maintained, there will be no possibility whatsoever
for negotiation for the release with either the WRA or the Army,
not only that, but also it has become evident that the longer the

status quo is maintained, the more colonists would be looking out

of the stockade. ) A 7 —

e
L —————
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THE REFERENDUM VOTE

The vote was he 1d by s all with soldiers pre Soldiers

also agsisted in the vote counting, a fact which was regerded with

suspicion by some evecuees, oreover, as an additionel precautinon some

t‘;.m:,u:‘.:(l: o be vooiferous

supporters of the Negotiating

mmittee were arrested and confined in the stookede the aeve ning before

election. 1/

The ZoAdwwingx night the returns began to come in the following ocomments

were made by members

v

of the opposition group in the Civic Organization's

office, Colore]l Austin was present.

- il

le Kuratomi §nifixmm and his - this a day or so before I
loft T. Tpke oand I don't have it in my noteg, g o




The vote from Block 11 was declidedly favorable (against the
status quo). Sald lr. Furukawa, "Why that was the headquarters of

that bunch of blank-blanks! (Remnant of Daihyo Sha Kail) Maybe

we ought to have them open up an office in every block. ‘Then
others would get a real taste of those guys.’

When the vote was announced for Ward VI, it showed most blocks
defeating the proposal. Statements like the following were made to
volonel Austing

"We're going to need a lot more fences around here.“

""hey voted against food too. mnow about a hunger strike for
those guys."

"No coal for that block."

Austin sald, "Let's give them weiners for a week." Someone
answered, "Say, wait a minute -- that's food! real food: How about
salt herring only? Flat stinking fishes?" Said Furukawa, "I
say don't give them any food, They don't need iti"l

The official report on this election wass 2

Total number of ballots -- 8941

Total No. of ballots AGALNST STATUS QUO --4593
Yotal No. of ballots FOR STATUS QUO

Plurality

Blank ballots

Valid ballots

The result by blocks was:

Agalinst STATUS QUO
For STATUS QUO

The pro-uvaihyo Sha remnant immediately attacked this result

and distributed the following "report" of which one sheet written
in Japanese fell into the hands of the administration;

“Report of Present Condition"

Nippon ratrioszc Society

"The results of the referendum votes taken by force on January
11, 1944, after due investigation, is as follows:

lCommunity Analyst's Letter, Jan. 12, 1944, p. 4.
24bid., Jan. 14, 1944, p. 3.




31 blocks for status quo

29 blocks against status quo
4 blocks not clear

1 block refused to vote

"Ballots carried away by the Army, without even opening was
the reason. ©OUne block refused to vote as they decided it was not
necessary. <rotal was 64 blocks which voted.

“Do you intend to support such a word and action to liquidate
the status quo by betraying the baihyo Sha, whome we, the whole
colonists, elected? Do you recognize or consider this referendum
taken without freedom of speech legaly

"Colonists; Do you intend to work from your own selfishness
for a bait offered with false reports published by this so-called
‘gogs'? Will you take action when you know it's dishonorable and
accept their offer?

"We hereby submit to your cool and sane judgment on this matter."
"Nippon Patriotic Society"l
This paper does not appear to have made much impression on
the people. Very few informants accuse%&he Administration or the
army of perpetrating a deliberate hoax. Most admit that the people
were discouraged and impressed with the futility of carrying on
the status quo. A few state that the people were frightened by

the presence of the army at the polls and voted against status quo

because they feared that their ballot might be examined.qm@wﬁ“jgzzd
A ) Thy bl Gt &W’LWW tanald AL
The Administration chodSe to regard this shallow victory, a Wi,

majority of 2.7% of the ballots cast, as a sign of the withdrawal

of public support from the Laihyo Sha Kai. The small majority was

explained by pressure, threats, and misunderstanding.2 J apane se

Informants, however, give a different explanation. Many people

were becoming tired of thq‘inconvenienceg)a.iApardshigﬂAof the
status quo, which appeared to be accomplishing nothing. Incon-
venience and hardship outweighed loyalty to the representatives
by a small margin.

Ol
Mr.b@, a neutral‘ stated:

livbid., p. 8.

zibid., P. 4.
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[: "The main reason (status gquo broke) was not because they
didn't want to stick with the Negotiating Committee but -- enme
Gftrte—main—rossone-was lack of finance., Another reason is they
didn't want to loaf along doing nothing. Time lags so monotonous
i EfhqnhauuuLaLJnux2L41ﬁ.Iapaneee-ﬂe&déore~quer%erod~here,
t.ha.i.._,Ls g a diffarent thingeeut.these—are—women-and-chiddren-and
eiviliansy

"When the vote was taken here the status quo lost by 400
votes. That shows that the people who are favoring status quo
are greater in number, DBecause many who favored status quo did
not vote. They thought it was the way to go to the stockade.

A lot of people thought tfég might be pulled in. They had a

soldier by the vote box.,"1
:h ok chon
Mr .\ bedimoto stated:

"You'd be surprised how many people voted for status quo.
They were still gluttonous for punishment, or they had voted for
it in the beginning. It was my opinion that status quo wouldn't
accomplish a darn thing but would only increase the peoples'
sufferings. . You can't have status quo and expect things to
1mprove.'?2

The Divisional Heads met the day after the election (Jan. 12)
to plan the back to work movement., They decided not to circulate
each block result, since in blocks where the status quo had lost,
those who had voted for étatus quo might be criticizeds It was

thought wiser merely to tell the people that status quo had been

A oo =

defeatedy 36 to 27. S &£

e —————

However, reporting back to work "tomorrow" was conceded to
be impossible, since many former evacuee positions were still filled

by Caucasians who would require some notice of termination.

"The JAdvisory Council . . f plans to hol
today with all divisions chiefg, section hea
{

1R, Hankey, Notes, Mar., 1944, p. 50.
2ibid., April, 1944, p. 31.

SMinutes of the opecial meeting of the Divisional Heads of the Tule
Lake Uenter, Jan. 12, 1944, p. 1.
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HE ATTITUDES OF THE OLD TULEAN POPULATION

From Miyamoto and Sakoda reports
deserintion of the 01d Tulean's
pre-segregation attitude shoul d

come here. I know littde about

how they felt except that they

didn't smtboironiexnEdEnchExgEy desire much change,
they were afraid of the new- '
comers and disliked them and mmEe v~

of them hended out the line of i
bull sbout kxkmx Tule being a

camp for peonle of"one mind.

The segregees who remained in Tule Lake were character-

ized by somewhat different attitudes. Though they shared

many of the resentxsnts/of the newcomers, on the whole they

did not with to change the camp, especially if the attempt

to effect changes would ceuse
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trouble. Moreover, they looked upon themselves as the established group, the
"01d Timers" as one nisei girl expressed it, and felt that if any changes were to
be made, they should take the initiative or should at least be consulted. They
did not take kindly to being told by the newcomers that Tule lLake was a dump,
that the food was bad and the facilities far inferior to the relocation centers
from which the complaining transferees had come. Some old Tuleans admitted that
the facilities of Tule might have been inferior, but defended their acquiescence
to the conditions by accusing the transferees of demending luxury. One young

™ WokKon
woman said, "What do they expect. After all, there's a war on."

Repeatedly, old Tulean informants spoke nostalgically of "the old Tule Lake"
and remarked that it was gone forever. '"Before the segregees came in people got
along well, There was peace." Since conditions in the pre-segregation Tule lake
had at times been far from peaceful as, for instance, at the time of military
registration, this attitude was an obvious expression of hostility to the
aggressive newcomers who were threatening the political control, the intricate
inner-camp politics, the most influential positions, and the economic control,
the better employment opportunities, which the old Tuleans hoped to meintain.

A very ebver old Tulean, Mr. Tsuda, stated:

"The 0ld Tuleans figured they had a priority in Tyle lake. The other
people who came in were strangers. The old Tuleans were supposed to know
and do everything. They thought they had the right to. Then the people
who came from the other centers had a different viewpoint. They felt the
jobs and everything should be according to the population. But the old
Tuleans didn't think that way."l

Some 0ld Tuleans termed the pressure group's attempt to improve the camp a

high-handed and unnecessary effort to make the camp over. "All they (the newcomers)

did was talk, talk, talk." The younger men in the transferee group who, feeling

the need of exhibitionism, broke up nisei dances, behaved rudely to the girls and,

1.
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in general, acting according to their own peculiar concept of the acme of
"Japanese" behavior, were criticized and looked upon with scorn and fear. They
were termed "the kibei yogore"lor "the geta boys" and were cordially disliked by
the nisei girls. When discussing this period of camp life, old Tuleans often lay
a large part of the hostility between the groups to the fact that the old Tuleans’
held the "key positions" in employment and had the best jobs. Most old Tuleans
admit that this was the truth although they may not admit that the complaint was
Just.

As the greater part of the transferees denunciations of the old Tuleans
were rationalizations so were the greater part of the counter-denunciations heaped
upon the transferees by the in-group. Fear and resentment of the ambitious new-
comers was often, though not always, hidden under the statement that the trans-
ferees were "radiocals" or "agitators." The following attitude given by "B, an
0old Tulean nisei girl/'exemplifies this: the newcomers, she said, wanted "to
crush this camp and make a new one" and the "old Tuleans got along well (before
segregation)." The old Tuleans did not get along at all well but the difficulties

of the past two years appear to have been forgotten in the face of the antipathy

to the threatening transferees. l\-,yv‘ukak

"What the old Tule Lake was, it's never going to be again. Then
there were people from three states here, Washington, California, and Oregon.
We got along well. « « But now . .

"We found out right off that the segregees who came from other centers
were jealous of the old Tuleans -~ that they had higher positions. They
wanted to take that over. Somebody came into the Community Activities
office and broke the chairs and typewriters. We—were—suppesed-to-bes8Fving
the—peepte. They (the segregees) didn't give us a chance,

"The people who came in had one object: to crush this camp and make a
new one. But the 0ld Tuleans interfered with that."#v

At a later interview the same informaﬁp-said:

"They said we Tuleans were soft and good-for-nothing."z/b

‘ V A. 1vid., August 17, p. 4.
»5]. Tbid., September 14, p. 2

n
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During a conversation with four nisei girls, two of whom were old Tuleans

and two transferees of the same conservative convictions as the old Tuleans,‘”.

‘W \ Mﬂ""o ; 5

a nisei woman in her thirties, who had been very active politically in the center
< A (\ 'd] — ) 2 s : Y g

which she had left for Tule Lake, remarked: W WeodCoo - “'ﬂ?’

"The Tuleans here were the old Timers. The strangers who came in
didn't consult with the old Timers. They were going to control the camp.”
Do shn
"L#—w&e—pneeea#-a%—bh&e—t&%k—anﬂﬁadded,

"They didn't like the idea of the old Tuleans having all the key
jobs either."l

01 54 2
STV A
Mrs./\ ®P" admitted that conditions at Tule lake were not ideal, but concluded:

"After all, this is war and we can't expeot luxury."

a YA _tatpn A

"Bll=mmother  0ld Tulean nisei girl added with a note of offended community

pride:

"The first thing that struck me funny: the people from the
other centers came in here and expected luxury. They said the latrinss were
bad, the food was bad, the housing was bad: everything was bad."

Mol an
Mrs.'UVAthan pointed out the fallacy between the adoption of a stoic Japa-

nese attitude and these complaints; admitting, however, that she herself did not
think everything was as it should be at Tule Lake or the other centers, for that
matter, and that it was probably the fault of the loeal Administrations.

"Fundamentally, they say they are loyal and want to go back to Japan.
Then they should be willing to go through hell to get there. Wewenandeldd
what—the .

"I feel that Washington is trying to do the right thing by us but that
often we're not getting what we should be from there (the local Administra-
tion). I felt that from the beginning, even the first camp I went into.
Even if they get only five cents a day (in graft) from each of us - why,
they'll be millionaires.

"fWhen we first came in here the food was O.K.,"

The two old Tulean girls present remarked that before segregation, when Mr.
Peck was Chief Steward, the "food had been terrible." After segregation it had

improved.2

l. Tbid., p. 4.
2. Ibid., September 19, p. 2.
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Another excellent expression of old Tulean attitudes came from a nisei girl
e Sl
'Q;” who ,#% employed in the high school office. l:’”»dld not exhibit as much
7 “l

prejudice against the segregees asfﬁi‘l'!"ﬂ“ ahd made a deliberate effort to ex-
press herself objectively. ¥~kﬁ’ﬂ*:!‘

"You know what I thought. I thought this would be a peaceful camp.
I thought that since it was a cmmp of all people going back to Japan we'd
have the same combination. But due to people with selfish reasons, they
made riots. Those people were quiet back home*/ But having nothing to do,
they made trouble here. ( bt prdarnbion o Shaas)

"I was disappointed. I expected a different spirit and living peaceful. . .
"Being a Tulean, we felt that they were meking it tough for us. ™We
had nothing (like the trouble) before they came in.
"I guess we were all employed and had the best jobs and they didn't
like that either."

An elderly issei woman gave her opinion of the transferees without mincing

any words. Her remarks could not be taken down verbatim and are reproduced from

‘ memorys

"Before "these people" came here, everything was quiet. Everything
went fine. But when these people from Gila, Poston, Jerome, and Topaz came
in, all they could talk about was how fine things had been where they came
from. In the relocation camps the food was better; there they had nice
houses, or they had fine white bath tubs. Things at Tule Lake (they said)
were no good. These newcomers, all they do is talk, talk, talk.

"The trouble in camp was all made by a few people. If the Tule lakers
say anything the others say they are ikujinashi (spineless). So they don't
say anything. They don't want trouble. =

"The way the;z few trou le-makers behave i not true ngatg/bamgghi.

The persoy who reglly acts oordm° Yamato anash1 m%yes hi#self’low and
does not ftalk.

The informant added with unusual frankness:

"The people in Tule Lake think they will stay in Tule Lake and maybe
go back to Japan after the war. Maybe they will stay in this country. But
some of the people who ogme in, they want to go back right away. All they
do is talk, talk, talk."
)JJAN*MJVkiL

':/ e o T 5—(—} IR Lt {r' o M W
m{vms even more anti-pathetiec to the newcomérs than the nisei girls

quoted previously. When asked to describe her first reaction to the transferees,

@ 1. Tbid., September 19, p. 2.
2. Ibid., September 27, 1944, p. 2.
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. the said:

"The first thing that happened to me was that one of my uniforms was
stolen (her nurses' aide uniform). It was stolen right off the line from

my back porch. That never happened before. . .

"I think they (transferees) came here with a chip on their shoulders.
"Right after they came we had a welcome dance and the kibei came and
told the people to go home. Everything was supposed to be Japanese, they said,
"When they arrived they broke down buildings, busted walls, and built
bonfires and went around shouting 'Banzai.'"

This young woman, who lived in a block which was predominantly old Tulean
appeared to have a particularly active grudge against the transferee "kibei" boys.
She stated that she hated them; they were trouble-makers; they were always goose-
stepping around (in their Japanese exercises) early in the morning and waking her
up; they made life miserable for the nisei because there were so many more kibei than
nisei in camp and the nisei could do nothing about it. She recounted an incident which
ocourred at one of the first block meetings she attended. An absent-minded man, who
was not listening or did not understand the issue under discussion, applauded out of

turn. Immediately the tough boys said: "Let's get that guy after the meeting." The

man had to sneak out quietly to escape a beating."2
Pharh ) LA Ly ek Tl O b Jlttn V%WM'M
; s - Geabh-of Hostility Toward 01d Tuls Lefe-Fopulation
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ferred \®he [groater part of tht{'res:ntmentAt6 thgd old Tulean popula .onb\ (here was,

0 \/(«-k 1 S

At IR
of course,/ weme)justification for fhis, forpa significant part of fhe old Tylean
residentd had placed themselves An "disloyal" status because thgy did not wint to
leave Tule Lake, The transfereet, ismmmes, conyeniently forgoy that a great many of

their nufmber hadjtaken the step of segregation for many other/ reasons than a dpsire

to retu#n to Japan. They alsqg were inclined to| forget thay a large proportion \of the

!
transfefee group came to Tulg Lake as voluntar# segregeefd, "loyal" issei accompanying

1.
2.
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GROWTH OF TRANSFEREE HOSTI LITY TOWARD THEOLD TUIEAN POPUIAT ION

THE ¢msws FENCE-SITT:ER AND YESYES CONCEPT

The resentments and frustrations of the transferees
and their initial resentment and distrust of the older population
manifested themselves in the development of a peculiar and
fallacious concept. The transferees pictured themselves
as sincere repatriates or expatriates "loyal" to Japan and

accused the 01d Tuleans of hsvl ng among their number a

very large percentage of persons who were fence-sitters,

"loyal" to neither country or who were Yes-Yes and "loyal"
to America, who had remained in Tule Lake not out of a
sincere desire to go to Japan but because they did notwi h
. The fact thet an unknown number of Old Tuleans
hed refused to register for Military Registration and so had

never committed themselves was pointed to as evidence that a

fast number of 01d Tulesns had never made up their minds, i. e.,
were fence sitters. However, even 0ld Tuleans who had

leritimate status as se-regees, having applied for repatriation

or exnatristion or having answered No-No were branded as

insincere and sccused of having answered in this manner only

so thet they could stay in Tule Lake, Certain transferees

decided thet the WRA had nerpetrated a deceitful trick,

putting them down in a center purnorted to be for sepregees

only but actually populated by a large number of X¥EmziEsix
exnXeynshkkx fence-sitters, "loyal" to neither country, or
"Yes-Yes" loyal to the United States, who were to be used to

spy on them, ZhenGhdnInierznsnwexexaksw Moreover, vhen the

loud complaints of the newcomers were not received sympathetically

by the older inhabitants, the 01d Tuleans were called ikujinashi

(spineless), and were described as Deing i
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to any humiliation or mistreatment from the administration,

There was, of course, little logic in either of these
eccusations, For although.a significant part of the 0ld
Tul: an population had placed themselves in "disloyal" status
because they did not want to leave Tule Lake, the transferees
conveniently forgot that a great many of their number had also
taken the step of segregeation for many other reasons than a
desir-e to return to Japan, They were slso inclined to forget
that a large proportion of the transfereecgroun tame to
Tule Lgke as voluntary segregees, issei, "loyal to America"
accompanying their "No-NO" children, or nisei, "loyal to
America" accompanying their repatriate parents, DNot infre-
quently a whole family moved to Tule Lake on the strength of
on segregee members, Nor,xexeaxtlaxfidxEniesnsnsmneldersneEnt
meggk as the report by Mr. Miyamoto clearly shows, were the
0ld Tuleans spineless and meek,

Since this £x attitude xx probsbly dhEmxoschxmimmnfhenak
influenced behavior in Tule Lake more powerfully than any
other simgle factor it is unfortunate that its development
cannot be accurately trafced fron khxomphntke the beginding
of segregation, All that is positively known is that it
was widespread and very powerful in the spring of 1944,
However, ihxhsnknswe hikxk hostility to the fence-sitters and
the Yes-Yes was already well developed in the relocation
cent ers by those individusls and grouns who miIdxtonths
spxnsi k& purported to hold to the onposite view, It is

also pnossible that some of the trensferees came to Tule Lake

with the fallacious notion that this segregation center would

be different and that kexx
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graft ing with evacuee food. The Newcomers promptly ® ok

over these reslntments also. When the tension and discontent
reached a climag and ax&rk ovefrbrotest and orgnization wess warts
initiatéd by the mwe newcomers, a large proportion of the

0ld Tulean population became infected withthe excltement

and supported themprax uprisinge.
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their "no-No" children, or "4gGem" niseijaccompanying their repatriate parents. Not

infrequently a whole family moved to Tule Lake on the strength

s

after th= segregation, the o0ld Tuleans did not at first
attempt to conceal their practical motives for remaining in Tule Lake. This honesty,

however, was viewed with horror and amazement by some of the over-sensitive trans-

ferees and furnished a convenient mechanism for rationalizatinfbA Ambipathy to the
2 S ’ 4 -~ ‘(\ A '
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over the difficult time the "No<No" group would have with the

the night before he 1§f% Gila:
’

"Anothen/éﬁing, people are thinking about after they get to Tuig/- take
here in Rivers, the groups are more or less divided into Yes and N6 groups.
Naturally, Af the Yes group plays its cards/right and apple-polishes, the
chances their getting better paid pos%yions in the office is more or less
enhanced. The Yes group is more or less/under the thumb of £he administration.
Any tjime the No people had a kick comipg the first people fhey had to see (in
the 4ffices) were Yes people. Especidlly if the Projeo Airestor and the
ma orit¥ of the Caucasian staff is/pbre or }less unsympathetic with the No

.group." B A T

s T e

R
e e

The transferpes greatly exaggerated the nymber of "fence-sitting" old Tuleans.

They began to sppak of the old Tuleans as ikujinashi (spineless), stated that they were

willing to take/anything from the Administra$ion, that they did nqé'wish to return to

Japan. Certai@'transferees decided that WRA had perpetrated a qéoeitful trick, putting
i /
them down in a;center purported to be for spgregees only and actually populated by a
/
large number of "Yes-Yes" people, still "lgyal to the Unbed Stfates" who were to be

used to spy on them.

1. Hankey "Notes on Segregation,” pp. 70-T1.
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Many of the transferees and a still larger part of the old Tulean population
were not affected in this manner and kept to the opinion that after all, everybody in

Tule Lake should be treated as if they really wished to return to Japan. But certain
T
minorities, particularly among the transferees from Jerome, Poston and Topaz‘AOUQt that
—tLx Y - s ik

the 51tuation oould not be toleratea /qHow—bhi'-soétinan:.a££natoé—the—&evé&sgmﬂnt of

Y RN

(,\,/(“
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The following verbatim statements made by transferees from Gila, Jerome, Topaz

and Manzanar are examples of this udbmmedhe transference of blame for the frustration.

[ e e
From a letter written by a kibei woman, an active "agitator" from Jerome:

"When we learned the facts of failure on the part of the "RA to carry out
this as a segregation center, that many a loyal ones still remained here in large
numbers and many uncertain in stetus: the No-Yes, the Yes-No, the non-registrants,
this, the dump, certainly was no place for us. . . ._lJ

To ma this center livable s possible as we
center, to ¥
dealed ali opinion

ioned
facts for
oertagn s

ught at this |time I have

A nise girl from Topaz.Atég)young to teke any part in political activity gave her
reaction as follows: Her remarks on the Co-op are :particularly noteworthy, since they
were shared by many transferees.

"Another thing that struck us was the great number of Yes-Yes people and people
who hadn't registered who were here. We had expected just one group and had ex-
pected to run this camp as we wanted to. e had high hopes of that. . .

"W noticed the people “here were so easy going and let everything up to the
Administration, and didn't bother to put in their viewpoints or anything.

"Especially about the Co-op. It was so different from the other Co-ops. ¥We
shocked to see all the vegetables, potatoes and luxuries like cosmetics and desserts,
because at Topaz we just had simple cupcakes and one kind of cooky and things like
that. We didn't have varieties there and yet that was adequate for us there.

"At first it was so new to us and so long since we had gone to a store that we
were glad. But as time went on we noticed that it wasn't so good. That was one

l. R. Hankey, Notes, July 18, 1944, pp. 2-3
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way of wasting our money as well as giving the government an opportunity
of not feeding us."!

At a later interview this same young woman gave the following apt description

of the segregees' feelings toward the old Tuleans. Beowr—all—ids—briefness-—Lthis is

Ky O
S m e )Y . N O -

"Most of the former Tuleans who are here, they're the type that are
never for anything. They're always saying, 'If only we would be quiet, it
would be all right. Why make trouble?' Maybe it's because they're country
people. A lot of them are Sacramento farmers. :

"Phey're always saying, 'Before you people came it was this way and
that way.' We try to explain to them but they don't get it through their
heads."

\)v & —‘-v\'w/@) NIAR
N

"Phere were some families here - old Tuleans - who said, 'We haven't
decided whether we're going back to Japan yet. Our boys just refused to
register.' I told my parents, 'Gee, they just stayed here. They didn't
want to go out.' I don't have much respect for them."3

A young kibei girl from Gila said: W

A young nisei girl from Gila, definitely not a supporter of the pressure

group, said:

||nl thﬂ ursioeabim—mm-fhﬁe‘mff—mm—lm—t‘mi .
We~£eli—people'witﬁrﬂnﬂy—same—kfnd~of~ménd—wou4d—ho—assembied-innﬁrr-sut WC
found 5,000 Yes-Yes here. They (the trensferees) thought they should be
kicked out."4 8

Y. WodmaamanN
A young nisei man from Manzanar ,\who became involved in the pressure group

after it was esteblished, stated:

"That's a very important point. I think about 7,000 people were left
here. Among those people there is quite a number who have no intention of
going to Japan. Possibly half of them should go out of camp."®

W adCanr Qrne oy
An older nisei from Manzanar”&who,AQchough he did not arrived in camp until

Februery, admitted that he had come to the conclusion that this attitude was very

important, said:

Yo dunly 218, 108, pel
2. Ibid., August 7, p. 2.
3. Ibid., July 19, p. 3.
. Ibid., pe 4. This number is an exaggeration.
5. Ibid., July 30, p. 4.




"By gathering the news from the people, I think it smounts to this.
I presume the people who came here as segregees from various centers were
very much surprised to see the large amount of people of different status
remaining in camp. You have to take into consideration the feeling of the
segregees."1

}I//‘/,i I pANA

., an internee from Leupp, who also did not arrive in camp until after the
outbreak of trouble, wrote such a detailed, honest account of his first reaction
to the presence of the loyal group that it should be included here:

"Let us not forget the political side of the question. We who were
segregated as unloyal must be considered heart and soul Japanese and for
Jepan. Yet among us the "RA has permitted the loyal group to remain., For
what purpose we do not know unless their residence is permitted in order
to employ them as spies. This is one of the sore spots requiring immediate
attention.

"The greater majority of these so-called loyals are not truly patriotic.
They've declared themselves loyal because of personal reasons; the greatest
of which is to avoid the conscription into the Japanese Military Forces in
the event when exchange of prisoners of war is speedily carried out. But
should they remain in the U.S. by swearing allegiance, they would escape that
fear of being conscripted since this government then was deferring all Japa-
nese nationals? to 4C and 4F. So they did and considered themselves wise and
safe, laughing at those who hastily renounced their loyalty to the country
of thelr bivbh., . .

"This No-Yes-No group is doubly despised by the true adherents to Japan
and to their Emperor. They are neither Americans nor Japemese. They are
men without a country.

"Now to further crowd this camp with such opportunists of No-Yes-No
would create trouble. Therefore their admittance here will be greatly de-
plored. We do not want them. Those amongst us now ought to be thrown into
a camp of their own. ... .

"Is it not palpable the Administration....is making a critical mistake
of grouping people of contra-political beliefs here at Tule Lake? The de-
mand to remove the loyals out of this camp has only been partielly met. I
hope for the good of all concerned, further augmentation of the loyals with
the No-Yes-No group from various cemps will not be permitted under any cir-
cumstance. We do not care to mingle with the degenerates."S

l\';‘v\)\'\. ‘\.\ AL
By "further augmentation of the loyals" K. referred to the widespread camp

disapproval of bringing any more people to Tule lLake on a voluntary basis, i.e.,

persons who had not asked for repatriction or expatriation or persons who had not

answered "No-No."

)«i PN dorr
At a later date, K. expressed his opinion of the old Tuleans more specifically.

1+ Ihida pi8s
2. "K" undoubtedly intended to say "Japanese-American citizens" here.

3. JYK, Ms. pp. 7-9.
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The accusations that they held the key positions in employment, that they were
given preference in obtaining jobs and that they stayed in Tule lake to make
money were widely believed and repeated.

"The people from the Sacramento Valley are staying here today.
Perhaps they knew each other so well, they didn't want to be parted. . . .
To avoid the trouble of packing and moving to another camp and living
among strangers again. And those who were doing & good business here -
(E._speaks in irony.heney-since Mg abNOrs swoh-mobives). Some of them
were probably making more money than ever before in their lives.

"They were holding all the key positions. I was told (that) when
I arrived here. I noticed it myself: if you tell the placement office
which center you come from they don't pay much attention. But if you
were an old Tulean, you seemed to get a job right away. When I told
them I was from Leupp, the girls in the office made a face. . . .

"All the old Tuleans were pulling for the old Tuleans. They got
into the good positions and just stuck with it. 'he others had the left-

overs,"l :
Another Leupp ex-internee,ja young kibei made the same accusation:

"A fellow who works at the statisties office said that the old Tuleans
had all the good jobs."2 y
oo, g

A member of the Negotiating Commit Aexp‘ ssed his disgust with the old
inhabitants of Tule Lake és follows:

"There were also a lot of old Tuleans who stayed here solely for their
own good. I admire a person who pledges his loyalty to America and would
show his loyalty by doing something about it.

"Most of the Japanese stayed here because they wanted to get out of
the draft. They wanted to stay here to. . . . Besides many of them were
making money here. . . In other centers there is not so much money to be
made. But to make money in here is wrong. If people want to make money
they should get out."S

A conservative young nisei\|\transferee from Gila described the attitude

f‘v§\ '\‘J,.’,]Jx N s

prevailing among the segregees soon after their arriwval and the response of the

0ld Tuleans as follows:

"I noticed that the Tule Lakers were all regretting the fact that this
has become a segregation camp. They said, 'Gee, this camp was such a nice '
place before segregation.'

HxnekizedxkhakxthexPuiz "We complained and they complained. In other
words, they thought segregation wasn't as good as it should have been."¢

1. R, Hankey, Notes, August 21, pp. 1-2.
2. Ibid., August 23, p. 2.
3. Ibid., September 11, 1944, p. 5.

4, Ibid., August 30, 1944, pp. 1-2.
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This hostility between the two groups, the transferees and the old

Almost year

arge amount of tﬁy/mutual

1943, the writerlgttempted to

thing"; she was
?ig
delicate scorn

"THey don't seem to hive much in commgh with us. Several girls
work if our office, but wg don't get alo

It should be kept in mind that the bulk of the transferees were not as
militant, arrogant and pro-Japanese as the old Tuleans paint them and the bulk
of the 01d Tuleans were by no means as meek, spineless and pro-Americaen as
the transferees insist. Some of the older inhabitents of Tule leke were
strong supporters of the pressure group's attempt at reform. In spite of
their idealistic statements, some of the transferees came to Tule Lake with
no intention of returning to Japan; others came determined to sit on the
fence until the course of the war indicated which country would make a more
satisfactory future home. Judging only by uncritically accepted verbatim
statements, the dichotomy between the attitudes.of the true groups would
appear to be enormous. This dichotomy however is an artificial onme, built up
by the conflicting desire for camp dominance. While there probably';ere more

oA
Afence sitters among the 0ld Tuleans, both groups had very
similar reasons for remeining in or coming to Tule Lake and both groups had
much the same interests in approaching the administration to demand improve-

ments in camp facilities or a uniform status as legitimate segregees.

1. Ibid., September 11, p. 3.
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The following are simth and fifth grede students answers to

a question put by a Caucasian teacher as to what they would 1like.

to do morethan enything else in the worldé,




’ " RG AND K-K-T=-opén oohflict between

g
d

’ This section is inolusive, giving discriptions of the fight, the

‘ reactions of th® RG faction and of the K-K-T- faction,

The attitudes of
the residents and the trial are also inciuded.

For specifioc threats by the RG avainst Kai gee: D-25-1-44; D-27-2.44;

22 =3 i Wi b2 A
wJ-"'/—V"4“4F in this JQC‘\‘-OLLO




THE POSTON OLIQUE

This is one of those nebuilous but possibly important pieces of

information that filtered out once the big shots of the RG hod been

interned. Both Kuratomi and Kur ihara infofmed me that the sma11 group

* of powerful leading 1ights behind the RG, especially in its pre-August

12 12, 1944 stapge was oorposed of a so®11 grour of people from Poston
lead by Tachibena and containing Ono, the member of the Reserrepgat ion

t_,-u..a)—v:t:'é

Committee and the Uchida family - Aof the black belt. Kuratomi
implied that this bunch hed worked together in Poston before coming to
fuje Take., Of course, there were no doubt other important leaders, Ll am

inoclined to the view thot the Poston bunch at least stuok §xether and

formed, perhaps, the most cowerful faction in the RG.
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KUR THARA, attitudes and sctivi

This section ocontains everytHing Kurihera ever said or did about the
Resegregation Group and also the things other informants said he did,
Unfortumate Iy meany items are inoluded under other headings but thegse

]
are nt-ted"{m the card /o




This scotion is concerned »¥3x with the factional battle over the
issue of the stockede detainees, the chief point of m8wfd conf1iot between
the Resegregation Group and the Tsuda-Kdmura-Mori faotion,

Tt is ddvided into three sections here but when there is overlapping

A

it is noted ¢™w U Paa d

SECTION 1 RG and Tsuda-Kimura-Mori fight over stookade detaineeg issue.
This containg a]l dats except tt put into

SECTION 2 ACTU and stookade detsinees

which contoins data pertaining only to Besig's vigits when the
Resegr gation Grouo is not mentiond

and
SECTION 3 Stockade detaimees, petitition for release of

Which contains specific data about this petition, (and t¥® retit ion
itse 1f)

Tt should be kept in mind that Robertson was in oclose touch with the
Underground Resegregation lesders end that when he speaks of Ythe veople
in the colony" he very often means xkmmx this group, especially when

recounting threats or attitudes on resegregation,

FOR the squabble over the Hitomi murder indictment threst see M-6-4-5-5.45 in @

this section and also that section headed: RG attitudes re Kai-Kuratomi-Tsuds ,
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FACT IONA vISM RESUTTING FROD. STArUS QUO

This seotion contains brief yeferences to what must have beena
widespreed attitude of unease throughout the first ha 1f of 1944, due to

the long 1lived oconflict between the pro-status quo people and the rema inder

of the osmp residents. This conflict, as s been noted, gradua 11y

merged into the prmwrRemexrdgxhinm Resepgregationist's gonfiict with the

rest of the oamp residents.




YANASH TRO SE INEN -DAN

A11 I know about this seinen-dan is conta ined in these notes and
the csce history of Yemeshiroe. The faotion wes never very irportant

in Tue Take, although the administrat ion appears to have been woncerned
over it early in 1944,

Undoubtedly, however, Yamashiro's position ®f 1esder of this bunch
of young fellons predisposed him to be jealous and suspicious of the

Resegregation Group's young men's organization and ended with his
being termed dog.

Specifio informet ion in the case history re lating to the seinen-dan

and Yamashiro'g opposition to the RG may be fourd on PP. 5B through 6,
7, 9 through 13,




OKAMOTO SHOOTING AND DIVISIONA T, RESPONSIBIE MEN

This attempt of the Diwisjorml Responsible Yen, partioularly members of
the Ex-Coordinsting Committee to reestablish themse lves on the basis of the
Okamoto shooting is mentioned only in my first draft, As the notes exnlain
they tried to form a lsbor orgenizetion but Best said he oould not give them
recognition. They were very angry. ‘

B fxe bk exdnmx he nk hxpx X ax he pi nxodx

Since these men were xiiaﬂ regarded as super-dogs by the people at
this time, I wng 3% flabbergosted when T heard that they had tried toz et
into the 1imelight agsin, Had Best abdomednki®n given them recognit ion,
the opposition which they would have r ece ived from the Resegregation Group
Would have been something towatche

Incidentally, Resegregation Group lerders scoused the same bunch of

conservetives of teking cherge of the Spanish Consul Committee appointed to

made & report to the Japanese govt. (via Sp. C,) on the Okamotod shoot ing .

See RG, leaders of, attitudes of , re Spanish Consu] Report off 0fkamot o shooting

Then, in the spring of 1946, Xurstomi and Tsuda got the notion into
the ir heads that these and otéer conservat ives were again trying to ga t
& representative body sterted. Their jealousy and indigmmtion is olear 1y
shown in the section headed: Kai-K-T: Jealousy of , re Spanish Consul Committee
and Ex-Coordinating Committee, T investigated this business thoroughly and

found no indicetion that Kuratomi's and Tsuda's fears had any grounds,




* / Document relessecd by stoekads internees about latter part of Sept.
4 left ot B1, Man, office,

\‘ F OUR GRATITUDE AND WISHES

TO THE RESIDEWNTS OF THE TUTE TAKE CENIER

Without eny warning or announced reasons, the United Sktatee Army with tonks, armored

oars, machire guneg, e%to, wes o0 lled into the residentdal erem of this eolony at the
request of the W,R, A, aduinistration on the night of November 4, 1943,

In order to emse tension and to re-establish normeley in the colony, the repregentstives
of the residents undertook the tagk of nerotiating with the Army officisls, However,
the Army abundored and gevered al) relation with seid representatives, and subsequently
gtarted the oppressive apd unlswful arrestse Under the unrcgt and the hendicep of
gstrict orders prohibiting meetings and mass congregatin, the residents, neverthe less,
strove to bring this unfortunste incident to an swiceble end, The resgult wag further
arrasts, ond the aumber of persons errested resohed wdll over 300, There wesno hope
whatsoever of findiug & solution to this sver-dsrksning eftustion at the time,

Previously, the Jepanese Covernment hed sent e formal note of protest dealing with

the Tule ke Tnoident, It seoms that the muthorities reecching & stete of confusion,
realized treir bilunders, The praduel relesge of the stoeksde ooccuvents waes effected,
and on August 24, 1944, the 1sat of the 14 oooupants wag releesed uncorditionelly,
Dur ing our Joug eonfivement we hsd two hunger etrives, mever be ing feerful of firhting
for of just ceuse snd always upholding our virtues es true Japsrese,

Now that we sr¢ beek in the colony, we solemnly pdedge ourselves, however insignifiocant
our sfforts may be, to our fundamental objective of esteablishing & constructive and
peeceful community here at Tule fAke, In order that thig Incident which hecame
internatiomsl in significenve ®nd suope, come to @ formel ¢ovolusiony we will give our
most earnest efCorts in uniting the femildes of the Tssed sent to Santa Me Detention
station dn conncot ion with this sffaldr. Hereafter, too, we sinocerely hope that every
resident of this center, manifestinz the treditionel hisgh ideels of our race will
ocooperate end work 4n usivon for the pescetful furctioning of this certer,

Furthermorc, in oonolusi n, we wish to em resgs our most heertfeit gretitude to all
“‘the justios~loving residents who had given us suoh diligent and sacri’icis} support,

Respectfully yours,

/87 Tetsuo Abe Tomio Kazamm Isama Sugimoto
Tekeo Hemamoto Yoahio Kobeyeshi Issmu Uch ide
Shigeo Ishigame fukios Lobayashi - Mikio Yarenoto
Shizuo Kni ~ Toeghic Kuratomi ~Tokio Yame s

OV Y VT W Satoghi Yoshiyems

"1"'s wife, and the women present, A mand i preny xbumbexpxeRiym took & whinsicel

atttitude towerd this document as if it did not heve much importsnce, which , in faoet,

in the eyes of the grest majority of cenp res idents, it does not,
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Ef.PLOYRMNT CUT

) f During my visit to Tule of Aprii 12-17, 1944 T picked up no hint of

(

\’\

*/this coming employment cut from Opder or Robertson, We do not have the
ear liest copies of the Newe 1l Star and so I ¢ = not sg¥ when the first

announcement about the forthcoming cut was made except that it was prior to

Apri1 27,

The evoouees xquamkddaivyx compdained about the cut now snd then but

28 far as I notioced,
since go many people needed jobs, complaints were71imited to those who 1ost

the jobsd and to bloock managers who were asked to do something sbout ite




" EMPIOYMENT CUT NEWE LI, STAR

April 27, 1944

VOTUNTARY TER INATTONS AND EMPIOYMENT POTICY

Coopération on the psart of femilies where mor: then two peérsons have
been emploved in terminat ing volubtarily hasheer very goodys disclosed
Frank Fegean, acting director of Flacement Office. The employment practice
of the center 1imits jobs to two persons in a family,

Recently he asked for voluntary terminations in families where more
than two were employed, 1In commenting on the results attesined he seaid,
"One or more members of 78 different families have signified their inten-
tion to volunterily terminate so thot there will be nomore then two in the

family employed. This is spproximate 1y 46 percent of the number of famis ies
to which requests have been made ,"

Terminations

It is hoped thet in so far ag possible the family members will apree on
which person or persons should quit work in order to ocorply with the present
employment practice, yr, Fegan €Xplained, However, terminations initis ted hy
the administrstion willbe necessary if this voluntary action is not taken,

"I hope," said Mr. Fagsan "that in the family discussions ast o who
should terminate thet considerstion will be given to those who are employved
in key positions or where they sre imoroving their educstion or working gkill,.
In such ceases these reople are getting experience which will better fit them
for holding such positions sfter the war, This refers partioular v to such
positions s nurses sides, stenogrophers, typists, file clerks, teachers,
méchanics and prlicemen., T am gratified at the resp-nse our placement people
have had as it indicates the urderstanding of the residents of the center,
It shows that they appreciate the velus of extend ing employment oprortunities
to 55 meny different famiry growps as possible,

Nay 11, 1944

MAY 20 DEADLINE SET FOR VOTDNTARY TER KINATTIOLS

Unless terminotions in line with the new center employment policy are
made voluntsrily before Vay 20, the Placernsnt Office announces that it will be

necessary for the Persommel Officer to decide who in the famivy shall be
terminated.,

It is urgently recuested that terminationg be made voluntar ilv ag i
will be much more satisfactory for 211 concerned,

To date, a totdl of 188 persons from 145 families have volunteered to
terminate immedddte ly and, of these ,80 have been terminated,

@f the 301 families requested to make voluntary termimtions, 156 fémi!ies
with 225 excess people employed have not volunteered terminations,
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KABA
Vay 25, 1944

FAGAN RLPORTS OIl TERMINATION

Frank Fegan, sctinz personnel officer of the Plscement Office, announced
that 225 out of 314 famities have ofered terminations on @ voluntarv basis and
through t his move, 420 new workers will be employed. He seid that Placement
Office is now dismigsing workers from the familjes where there are more t han
two working,

June 8, 1944

VOIUNTARY TERMINAT IONS ASKED IN FAVILIES OF TWO *

In order that employment be given to 8s many peocle as possible, voluntary
terminations will be apprecicoted wherever the family eonsists of only hushband and
wife and xxily both sre employed, sccordinz to a stetement released by Frank D,
Fagan, acting personnel officer.

Tn making this request, Fagan expressed the belief that "everyone in the
Project wished to cooperate with and assist others in the projeot."

He also revealed that some 500 jobs had been created by the recent
terminations which were made in 7line with the new polioy of permitting only
two members of a family to work at any one time. Of the 89 families that did
not make voluntary terrinations, "they are accepting the decision of the Personnert,
Office (in making terminmations) in a very sotisfactory menner," he said,

June 22, 1944

TERMINATIONS TO BEGIH JUIY 1 FOR WORKING COUPIES

Reduction éf employment in famivies of two where both had been working,
is going shead in good shape, sccording to a statement from Personnel Officer
Frank D, Fagan.,

Voluntary terminetions in families of two where both are working will
continue until July 1. After tiet date, the FPersonnel Officer will reauest
divisior and section heads to make the necessary terminations. However, at
therate the voluntary terminsti-ng have been progressing it is expected that

there will be very few 1eft on the émployment ro@ls where action by the division
and section heads wil]l become necessary.,

JUIY 13, 1944

FAGAN EXPTAINS POLICY ON JOR TERWTIIATIONS

Frank Fagan, persomnel officer, revealed that there are yet some families
where more then two members sre employed .,

He stoated thot arrenpements to terminate these people have been made , but
they are being permitted to remsin on their jobs until s replacement has heen se-
cured end t rained t o do the work,

This is being done with the permission of the Fersomnnel Office, and with the
understending thet when s réplacement is ready to agsume the duties of the job,
the old employee will be terminated.
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July 13, 1944

MESSAGE ON ENPIOYEENT

I habe been in close touch with the employment problem in this center
and heve been gratified st the cooperation shown by the evacuees in the re -
duction of number employed per family. Through this work we have made possible
the employment of 367 new employees.

Those employed in the Placement Of fice who are respongible for the oaryy=-
ing out of instruotions issued from both Washinston and this of fice, have
worked hard to see that the regulotions are carried out that x¥x every evacuee
Aisgiven the ssme congsiderstion. No one in the Placement Office assumes any
responsibility as far ss policy of the selection of workers is concered,

At the present time we have no jobs open with the exception of steno=-
graphic, colonial police, and typine positions, snd such other positions as
may be replacing those térrinated. Every effort is being made to create new
projects which will result in the employment of additional evaocuees.

I hope thot the voluntary terminatisns of evacuees, where more than the
stipuloted mumber of employed, will continue, as it is one of the fair
methods of giving employment £o members of those famities where no one is
employed at the present time.

Ray R, Best
Project Direotore.

SUBSEQUENT DEVE IQPVENTS

Nothing much sxpi® about employment was heard for months to come.
However, 1ste in 1944snd ear I in 1945 more than two in a famidty were
rehired if they hed rneeded skills. Mr. Tokunaga was one of the men
términated in May and rehired in December 1944 or January of 1945, Nobody

sQuawked partioculsrly about this beocause peo-le had so much else on their
minds .

Keeping skilled people on, regardless of the number of employed memhersgs
of a family was probably kept up quietly by the Placement Office throughout
811 these months as indicated by Fagan'ss tatement of July 13,
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Tule Lake Center
Newell, California
March 21, 1945

Mr, Francis Biddle
Attorney Ueneral
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Although I applied for renunciation of my United States citizenship

and had my hearing about three weeks ago, I now have doubt whether I
actually wanted to do this or not as I reconsider and analyze my action
and my motives. Therefore I want to appeal this matter to your mercy
in order that I may not lose my United States Citizenship which I asked
to have renounced without much thought and consideration., 4t the same
time, I want to explain to you what has motivated many of our people

to apply for renunciation of their citizenship. I also want you to
understand some of the things which persons in the Government in
Washington falled to perceive and to understand:- What goes on in

the minds of citizens who have been deprived of privileges and civil
rights because of this present world-wide conflict.

1l think the Government has failed to understand the feelings of persons
who suffered physically and mentally because of evacuation. I think

it is true at all times that if the Government loses the faith of its
people, the people lose failth and confidence in the Government of the
country in which they live. I can give a more simple illustration of
what I mean, If a father does not love his own children, he cannot
expect love and respect from them, KEverybody knows this with common
sense but this nonsense happened to us and it happened in this country.
This helped us to lose our confidence in this country and in the authori-
ties of this country, a country which 1is supposed to profess respect
for the rights of people.

I want to give you an illustration of what I actually thought so that
you may understand the thing easily and judge whether it is thoughtful
thing to do or not. For instence, suppose the real father of several
children, after he has mistreated them, without cause, and deprived
them of privileges as his children, should ask them whether they love
him, In such a case, you know how they would answer this, No one can
demand the love and affection even from his children without proper,
kindly treatment. 4i.f a father loves his son, his son will naturally
love him without having to be asked. <w+his same applies to people.

The security of a nation depends upon how the people are treated just
as 1t is true in one's home. There is an old saying that what you plant
i1s what you harvest. I want to give you another illustration to express
what I want to say. There was a sower who planted wicked seed in a
field in Spring; and in Fall, he harvested what he planted. Then he
found it was wicked crops and he blamed the field where he sowed the
wicked seeds for not bringing forth good crop. You probably say what

a food he is, Believe it or not, this same ridiculous thing happened
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in this country. It 1s a great mistake to test people's loyalty just
like a chemical put in a test tube and determine it on color, odor and
form,

This was the general feeling of our people at the Centers at the time
when we were asked or rather I should say we were forced to fill out

the questionnaire prepared by the Selective Service Board with the
cooperation of the W.R.A. 4s it is today, question No. 28 hurts our
feeling most. The question puzzled us because such a question only
implies that the Government 1sn't sure whether we are her people or not.
At that time, I felt that if the Government suspected us and had a doubt
in mind whether we are her citizens or not, I myself was completely

lost to think clearly and intelligently what I am and where I should
stand because of the mental shock caused by evacuation, If I were to
answer the question "Yes", I felt that I have no place to go in this
world because the nature of the question was such that any Japanese

who lived in Japan cannot answer "yes" to it, regardless of what he
thinks about the country of his birth. We were educated to die for

the country where we were born, The question did not have meaning for
us, I was therefore compelled to answer in the negative,

If there had been no registration, such as we had, there would be no
trouble and no headache which the Government now has. It was a great
shock to many of the center residents that the news of the 1lifting of
the blanket exclusion order took place at the same time that the
Director of WRA announced that all the Relocation Centers would close

in a year, because many of us thought and still think that we will have
to go out of camp in the same manner as we were forced to evacuate from
the Pacific Coast, without adequate time and preparation for the future,

Then there is the fact that Congress passed a bill to enable us to
renounce our U, S, Citizenship., This gave us a deep impression that

the Congress which represents the people in this country and its Govern-
ment are keenly interested that we lose our citizenship and don't want
our presence 1in this country. When we heard that Congress passed this
bill, we felt that if we will not do what the Congress and the Government
want us to do, we may be retaliated against in some other way. Therefore,
we thought it wise for us to do what the Congress and the Government
planned since we want to go where we feel that we will be well accepted
and at the same time establish homes for our offsprings so that they

may not go through what we have suffered.

I do not believe that it is right that a father make his son to hate

his mother as much as she does to him even though they are having family
trouble. To me, America is my father; and Japan is my mother; and I

am their son. Therefore, it is impossible for me to swear whom I love
most of these two. At this point I should explain myself to you before

I proceed to tell you the matter which directly concerns the renunciation
of my U, S. citizenship and the motives which made many of our people
(Americans of Japanese ancestry) in this center to apply for renunciation
of U, S, citizenship.

1 was born in Seattle, Washington 24 years ago, and raised there until
I was five years old. Then my father thought that since I was of
Japanese blood, even though I am a U, S. citizen by birth, it is
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essential for me to know the culture of Japan so that I can be worthy

of my Japanese heritage and worthy to live as much for others as for
myself; help promote the understanding and cooperation between these

two peoples in the future so that the world mey have peace and security,
which at present, unfortunately, are at war. With this thought in

mind, he sent me with my big brothers and one little sister to Japan

to get an education there through which we would live up to the stand-
ard he expected from us. One factor which made my father declde this
was that our first generation Issei people did not live among cultured
Caucasians. Therefore he saw that if his children were grown up with
children of non-cultured people, they may be bound:to become good-for-
nothing fellows, because children have no ability to discriminate good
and bad in the things which they see and hear, and easily learn many
wicked things before long. He also knew that he had no time to take
care of his children even though he wants to do it, because he ought to
work and support his family, which was difficult with a great handicap
of knowing little English. <Therefore he wished to send us where we were
well cared for and where we could become good people. I was taken to
my mother‘s home with my brothers and a sister. We lived with my mother's
eldest brother and his wife and son, Even though we have no blood rele-
tion with his wife, she treated us just like his sons. We were well
cared for. From there we went to elementary school. When my eldest
brother failled to pass an entrance examination to a middle school, my
father thought something was slipping and neglected in him. ‘Therefore,
he was very much concerned with it and told them to come back to this
country since they attained the age to judge the things good and bad
since they acquired the good parts of Japanese culture and life. After
staying five years in Japan, my brothers returned to this country and
lived with parents. And under my father's supervision, they continued
their education in this country. I stayed in Japan for more than ten
years, during which time I completed elementary school and entered a
middle school. Somehow or other I didn't study hard. When my eldest
brother came to Japan a second time to enter the Teachers' College in
Tokio in the winter of 1935, he noticed that I neglected my study.

Thus he worried about me and sent a word to my father that I should be
called back to his home and given a proper supervision in getting a
further education. In the Fall of 1936 I came back to this country

and lived with my parents since then. I started my American education
from Junior High School in Los Angeles and graduated from the local high
school in the winter of 1942. At that time Japan and United States were
already at war. I thought I should continue my education to high insti-
tution. “Therefore, I went to Los Angeles Junior College and majored

in engineering until the time when I was evacuated from that place. 1 &
enjoyed my school days and would have liked to continue my education.

The thing which you are very much interested in 1s probably what I think
about this war. Lven though L am aware of the fact that no one can
serve two masters, my loyalty to USA is as much as to Japan., VWhen I

am forced to answer to which countries between these two, I am very

much embarrassed to answer it, because I love this country as much as

I do Japan., Just as I cannot deny that I was born in the soil of the
USA I cannot deny that I am of Japanese blood, figure and color. There-
fore, I really do not want to take part in this war between this country
and Japan. Because of this conflict, I am greatly grieved and mourn,

I know that in this war both countries gain nothing, rather a terrible
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destruction and hatred and misery to themselves, for which reason I
don't want to participate in this war. Furthermore, I know that the
world cannot gain its peace and security with the means of war. Peace,
security and prosperity of the world are achieved only by means of
understanding, goodwill and cooperation,

I am not blind in this matter, and I want to live in what I believe
right. My conviction is that I am willing to give my life for the
cause of peace and security between these two nations. I do not want
to die for the misery, destruction and hatred of these people, but I

an glad to dile for the peace and prcsperity of these two countries that
I love.

This belief being within me, I thought it is not wise for me to lose
my U, S, citizenship. 1 know that this present war between USA and
Japan will not continue forever. I know furthermore that there is a
time to come when these nations and their peoples want to help each
other to bring forth peace, security and prosperity to themselves. In
such an event, I can give a great service to them if I am a citizen of
the United States. What I stated above may sound too wishful thinking
to you at present. uvne may think I overlook the reaglities of the world.
It may seem so but I work to the end that the people of these two
countries and thelr future generations may enjoy peace, security and
prosperity.

Then, you might be interested in why 1 applied for renunciation of

U, 3, citizenship. This is what I want to explain to you. Although
the Congress did n ot specifically state in words when they passed this
bill, to enable for anyone to apply for renunciation of citlzenship,

we all felt that it was aimed at us., MNany of us thought that if we were
to refuse to renounce it, in some other way we may suffer because of
that we failed to act according to what the Congress expected. I inter
pret this bill as the sentiment of the people of this country that they
do not want us here, If it is so, I will be foolish enough to stay in
this country. ‘“Therefore, I decided to renounce my v. S. citizenship
and had my hearing. Aafter I had gone through all the necessary steps
to lose my citizenship of this country, I find my belief and conviction
are the same as before.

But 1In discussions with one of the WRA personnel, I learned that there
are many people who are 1lnterested in helping us. 1 feel I should not
overlook the effort and goodwill of those people who are willing to
help us. And at the same time with U, S. citizenship, I may complete
what I have in mind, to promote the understanding and goodwill and
peace between the peoples of the U, S. and Japan. 7Therefore, for the
reasons stated above, I hereby appeal that my renunciation of citizen-
ship be cancelled.

I have wondered how many people sincerely believed what they did in

this matter of renunciation. Furthermore, I doubt whether many people
really understand what they are doinge I think there are some instances
that although the person did not wish to lose his citizenship, he did

it because he felt uncomfortable and uneasy when he learned many of his
friends did. <where are some cases that although a boy did not want to
do such a thing, he has done it to please his parents. Therefore, this
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bill did a crime to many Americans of Japanese ancestry. On the other
nand; 1 will not deny that there are people who sincerely believe in
what they have done. Lspeclally, I .feel sorry for the Nisei, a second
generation, because 1f they were to go out to make their living in the
American communities in the event this center be closed as the Director
of WRA announced, I am sure that when they find a suitable place in the
American communities, they will eventually forget the past bitterness
and also the i1dea to go to Japan, where they never have been and whose
language they are not so much familiar with; and choose to establish
thelr home not only for themselves but also for their childrex , and
regret their loss of citizenship. The reason why I believe this is
that even though there are people in this country who dislike our people
because they do not know us, or they have some other reasons, there are
other kind of people who are willing to help us., That I learned from
many sources.

At the same time, although our people lost the confidence and faith in
this country because we were mistreated and roughly handled in the past,
1f there are people in the federal, state and local governments who are
willing to help us 1n this misery, stretch forth their warm hands, they
will surely recover from their physical and mental wounds and accommodate
themselves to others. What I mean is that our people understand that
1life is give and take. Therefore, I am interested that our people, espe ci
ally the Nisei, may not wrong their life, because of what hapoened to
them in the past. I feel that we should admit ourselves that everybody
makes a mistake and that we should forgive each other in such a case.
Wnat I want to ask you, at your mercy, is that the Government should be

a little more lenient in handling our problems and at the same time

give some more conslderation, especially in the process of renunciation
of our citizenship. I believe that the Government failed to perceive

the fact that even in the scientific laws there are many deviations.,

They should not try to generalize the human problems because they are
much more complicated. In other words, the government should not try

to measure social problems with a yard stick such as & man-made law--

the Renunciation Bill. '

In the end 1 want to stress that if our people are properly treated in
this country, they will prove themselves to be good Americans and become
an integral part of America for its security and prosperity. I want to
tell you some of the things which many good Americans overlooked in
Americans of Japanese ancestry. That is, that our people are taught to
repay good with good, but never good with evil., Every man of Japanese
blood knows whosoever breaks this social code of Japanese life, should
be punished with death. Anybody who says that he cannot trust "Japs"
really doesn't know the Japanese people.

I hope that I have sufficiently explained the reasons why I do not wish to
renounce my U, S. citizenship., I wish my renunciation of citizenship be
reconsidered and cancelled so that I may continue to be a citizen of

this country,

Sincerely yours,

Katsunobu Asano
8211-1

Newell, California
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U.5. Dept. of the Interior
War Relocation authority
Washington April 9, 1945

L. 7

Mr, Katsunobu Asano
8211 - I Tule Lake Center
Newell, California

Dear Mr. Asano:

This will acknowledge your communication of March 21, together with a
copy of your letter of the same date to Attorney General Biddle com-
menting upon the reasons you requested renunciation of citizenship,
explaining your present attitude, and requesting the Attorney General
to cancel such renunciation.

I am'much interested in your letter and the straight-forward manner in
which you have set forth your reaction to the evacuation and related
events, It 1s unfortunate that you and others who have felt similarly
did not think the matter all the way through before renouncing rather
than waiting until afterward. The Attorney-General, of course, is the
only one who can make the final decision in your case and doubtless you
have already received an acknowledgment of your communication from the
Department of Justice.

There 1s one point on which I would 1ike to comment, and that is the
part of your letter on page 5 referring to the enactment by the Congress
of a bill permitting voluntary renunciation of citizenship. Your inter-
pretation seems to have been that, although the law provides voluntary
renunclation, its purpose really was to encourage persons to renounce.
Nothing could be farther from the truth., Doubtless, you are aware of
the belief on the part of many persons that a considerable number of
persons of Japanese ancestry are really loyal to the Emperor of Japan
and regard their American citizenship lightly. You may know also that
there were several bllls introduced into the Congress providing for the
mandatory revocation of the citizenship of individuals who have taken
certain actions.

In the hearings before the Immigration Committee of the House, these
bills were studied very carefully, and the attitude of the Committee

in open hearings indicated a keen realization of the implications of
any law which would revoke citizenship on a mandatory or categorical
basls. As a consequence, the law as finally encacted was wholly per-
missive in character, and leaves the initiative wholly in the hands of
the citizen who desires to divest himself of citizenship. The presump-
tion, therefore, is that Congress did not desire to encourage renuncia-
tion but desired only to provide a process by which persons who desired
to be loyal to a nation with which the United States was at war might
divest themselves of a citizenship which they did not value and attain
the status of enemy aliens.

I mention this point simply because it appears that you have misconstrued
the intention of the Congress and have taken a very serious step under
a considerable degree of misapprehension.

(Signed) Dillon S, Myer




$ KASHIVA FUNERAL

WRA - Tule Iake Incident - Secuence of Events:
ootober 23 === Public Funera) for Farm Worker from Topaz

Funers 1 ceremony managed by Buddhist Isaders wes sttended by sbout three
thousand evecuées. Three Caucssians also attended the funeral, one of these
being the Rerorts Officer of the Project who was slightly roughed up
after having taken four pictures of the ceremony. Evidence of orgenization
appesred in the form of young evacuees directing people in the blocks to go
to bhe funeral, and s group of young men patrolling at the rear of the
crond, Power was torned off on the Project so that the public address system
could not function.

NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE'S ATTEVMPT TO CONTACT MYER

Kurstomi stated QOctober 19, 1944, p. 33 (altered from verbstim for clarity)

The form group went to see Zimmer, Yoshiyama, Hayashi, and (other
members of the Negotiating Committee)w ent to see Zimmer also,
made out
Zfimme r ¥¥nK /a type written stotement that Myer would see the Farm
Committee on November 2,

Yoshiyama told Zimmer thet he wasn't representibg the Farm Group and
thot the Negotiating Committee wanted to see Mr. Myer, Zimmer refused this,
So the Negotisting Committee had to make the other arrangement (the mass
demonstration) to see Nyer,

This matter, e xplained Kuratomi couldh ave been the work only of
Zimmer and XxEx Best ;s .Myer may not have been notified that the
Negotioting Committee wished to see him,
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CRITERIA FOR SEGREGATION (check with dooument in Berkeley)

1. Persons who applied for repatriation or expatrietion and who did not
retract before July 1, 1943. Femilies in many cases signed as a group but where
they failed to do so the Social Welfare Department will interview individual
femily members and render counseling service.

2. Those persons who answered No to question 28, who refused to answer and
who refused to register. A neutral answer will be considered equivalent to a
negative one. All persons in this ocategory will be given an opportunity to
state whether they have changed their minds since registration or not. In case
of change they will be later given a hearing before the Board of Review for
Leave Clearance and that body will recommend to the project director whether

they should be sent to Tule lake or be given leave clearancee.
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CRUDE BUT SIGNIFICANT FACT F POPULATION

(A1l figures to be checked)

Some 6, 198 people elected to stay in Tule Lake,
In September and October of 1943, 8561 $egrepgees were
0wved in from nine relocation centers, Of this populat ion
of about 14,250 people approximately 8880 had g lefgitimate
gtatus ac segr gees having either recuested repatriation or
expatriation or answered their military questionnaire in
the negative, Xkxhmmtndf@O¥mwensnrAxwenEnx 3749 persons
were listed as volumtary’ segregees which meant that they

O\ imaamad A

had corsAto Tule Lake to accompany some close segregee

rels tive, More than a thousand additional persons were

listed as "unauthorized residentg;pgnd they and a few

A

hundred miscellaneous persons were not,segr gEQZtME‘;

Therefore, :

About 30% of the population of Tule Lake as a segrcgation

center, were not in the category of personeg "disloyal" to
With the data on hand

the United States. (Khere is no way of telling how mauy of

this 30% were children.)

The young men of draft age comnosed about 18.3 % of
the entire population, Young men of draft age outnumbered
young women in the same age group by 568%.

(Data on hand does not indicate how msny of this
September-0ctober mmmx 1943 pooulation were citizens or
aliens, ) (Accurate list of how many individuals came from
each center should also be given here,)

Besides the entrance of the men from Leupp in December
1943, and the occasional entrance of some family which got

.V-Lx\f Ly . Fanhidn - o
special permission to come to &. Lake\there were two me jor
additional groups xembxBon®wkxx of segregees sent to Tule
lake, one in j1ete February and one a couple of months later.

This br;ught the oOnul“t1\n up to lb 599.




Pre-Incident Attitudes

An account of the spectacular events which ocourred at Tule Lake within
A A eI A A=

a few weeks after the influx of thejtransferees is difficult to appreciate if
the state of mind, the attitudes, and the expectations held by the thousands
of people concerned are not clearly understood. The ferm accident which took
place about three weeks after the transferees began to enter Tule Lake is fre-
quently blamed for the series of extraordinary events which followed. When,
however, the psychological condition of the great majority of the camp residents
is taken into account, it will be seen that this accident was not the reason for

the outburst but instead merely the spark which set off a vast accumulation of

frustrations and grievanoes and provided the avenue of release for a state of

great and w1despread

—

e
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The Mbtivatioas for Segregation

The reasjons why 8 ??.7 Japanese [left the Relocation Centers to take up

residence in/ Tule Lake are complex iy the extreme. The/studies made by capable
the various camps during the period when this decision was finally
made indicdte beyond cavil that in fthe overwhelming mgjority of cases this
decision Had nothing whatever to dp with pélitioal allegiance "loyalty or dis-
loyalty" either to the United Stafes or to Japan. IY§ should be kept in mind that
very fe:Zindividuals were sent t Tulg Lake who did hot express before their hear-

ing boan

s their determined desire to go. Their d:lision to enter a center for

Japanesé "who by their acts have indicated that t

|
|

ir loyalties lie with Japan"




The impnact of almost 9000 newcomers upon the mngnimthmn xaf
settled ponulation of 6000 persomns who remained in Tule Lake
was enormous and gave rise to @ hostility between the ingroup
and the outgroup which played a significant part in the
development of attitudes which were to direct camp behavior
for gjany months to come. While in many respects the attitudes
of both groups were quit e similar, neither govoup perceived or
would admit this and each criticised the other freely and
bit terly. The transferees could find nothing about their
new place of residence which suited them., Almost everything
from the food to the scenery was alleged to be inferior to
their former centers of residence. The 0ld Tuleans did not
appr eciate this at all and criticised the newcomers for
what they considered outlandish demands and a "trouble-making"
attitude. They also pointed out guite frankly that the
transferees were jealous of the vested positions mfxktk and
the "important jobs" which the 0l1d Tuleans possessed. The

newcomers then called the 01d Tuleans ikujinsshi (spineless)

and accused them of haging remained in Tule Lske not because
they sincere ly desired to return to Jaren but because they

were too lazy to move., However, the 0ld Tuleans were by

no means spineless. They had sexwprEknwaiixdsvelmmedxnzssnimeaiks
had several spirited conflicts with the administrati-n in
presegregation times and after segregatinn had several well
develoved resentments of their own, in particuler their

hatred of Dr. Pedicord, the Cheif Medical Officer and their
suspicion that certain members of the Caucesian personnel were
illegally disposing of evacuee food for their orivate pnrofit.

The newcomers promptly took over these resentmen ts aslso.

Moreover, when the tension and discontent reached a climax and

overt orotest and cizoxmtextxmemxkg organization were initated




Se
Amer ican publice Almost all of the evacuees shared this

~attitude to some degree. Those who did not xagmegakx become
segregees elther chose to put some stock in the repeated WRA

assurances that they would not be forced to leave the centers
or decided that the move to Tule Lake, which did not by any
means guarantee absolute security, entailed too much risk and
trouble and would cut them off too far from a reentry into life

in the United States, a possibility which they had by no means

abandoned completely. It was wiser, they felt, to stay in

ﬁLJim Relocation Centers and "wait and see",




2B
be the newcomers, & large proportion of the 0ld Tulean
porpulation became infected wiith the excitement of resistance
and supported the uprising strongly. To give & persnective
for the appreciation of this situaetion, the attitudes of both
the neweomers and the 0ld Tuleans immedia tely b€fore and
after #hw segregation will be described,

ATTITUDES OF THE NEWCOMERS -~ THE TRANSFEREES

The Motivations for Segregation

The reasons why 8800(?) Japanese left the Relocation
Centers to take up residence in Tule Lake are ® mplex in the
extrmme. The studies made by capable observers in the various
camps during the period when this decision was finally made
indicate beyond cavil that in the overwhelming majority of
cases this declision had nothing whatever to do with political

alleglance, "loyalty or disloyalty" either to the United States

rgr to Japane. The most common motive for the decision was an

attempt to escape from a complex of insecurities and fears.

The greater number of these tormenting insecurities wame

connected with the wlidespread fear that sooner or later the

evacuees would be forced to leave the centers, an eventuality

wiklk which they were most reluctant to face. 1/ In short, they
:gzd not made up their minds whether they should throw intheir

(}3‘ lot with America or Japan. Evacuation had shocked, disillusioned

and impoverished theme. No one could be sure whether America

withits racial prejudice and descrimination or Japan withf its
possibility of a difficult economic existence was the better
vhoice. They wanted more time to observe the outcome of the
war and the attitudes of the American government and the

l. Morris Opler, "The Repatriate-Expatriate Group of Manzanar,"
T4 T. Tsuchiyema, "Segregation," pp. 1-6; R. Hankey,
Rdhrono ogical Account of Segregation in Gila," p. 5e
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/ Relocation Centers and "wait/and see."
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was, in general, their ¢gwn or that of their families /or parents. //

The most common motive for this decision was attempt to escape ﬂfé;
J /

a ocomplex of inseoufities and fears. The greatef number of these tormgnting

evacuees would be forced Ep learf the centers, an eventuality with/which they

felt incapaﬁle of copiié[l/ﬁ Azﬁggz 'll é the evacuees shared this attitgdef\ '
CjThose wh&7;;é.not segregate either choSe to put some stock in fhe repeated WRA

assurahces that they would not be f9orced to leave the centerg or decided that

thevﬁove to Tule lake, which did ot by any means guarant absolute security,

MW«\LW";{*M f"\fmmo- WM&;W‘A‘S:
entalled too much risk and tro ;\ was wiser, they felt, to stay in the

—
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In three centers from which data ix available, the announcement of segrega-
tion was followed by widespread rumors that the centers were going to close soon
after segregation.2 In Gila, at least, this rumor was strengthened by a recently
delivered speech by Dillon Myer in which he assured the American public that all
possible efforts were being made to relocate the loyal and segregate the disloyal
4,£ an o) ,_,_,J'g\ Va 4\/\'\—% TAAL ("V\)‘l_/‘-/\.t
Japanese .3 Thqu-iu engendered by these rumors was—imebrumental in-eoawiaeing -~
b l/‘s.-' 10
A many individuals bhatwthey-shouiéAabide by their decision to repatriate or ex-
patriate or hold to their negative answer on the military questionnaire. One of
the major contributing factors to this reluctance to face even the possibility of
leaving the centers wes economic insecurity and uncertainty which in itself was
PGty
based on many other factors. Many of theAJepemese had suffered substantial

property losses, many were or believed they were too old to make a complete new

1. Morris Opler, "The Repatriate-Expatriate Group of Manzanar," p. 74;

T. Tsuchiyama, "Segregation," pp. 1-6; R. Hankey, "Chronological Account of
Segregation," p. 5.

3. R. Hankey, op. cit., pp. 5, 6.

Morris Opler, "The Repatriate-Expatriate Group of Manzanar," p. 40; "Studies of
Segregation at Manzanar," p. 69; R. Hankey, "Notes on Segregation," p. 9.
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start in the United States, some felt that their inability to use the English
language would prove to be too great a handicap when added to the prejudice which
they antiocipated if they left the camps.l These fears appear to have been
intensified if the family were large and contained many small children, or if

some member of the family, particularly the head, were in ill health. In short,
many of the Japanese in the centers doubted that a future in America held much

for them and those individuals or families whose handicaps, financial or otherwise,
were strongest succumbed to the almost equally doubtful sanctwary of Tule Lake

and a future in Japan. An attitude which must have been common among the most
discouraged was expressed by an 18-year old Manzanar nisei boy at his segregation
hearing. He may well have been repeating an expression heard commonly among his
family and friends: "It (life in Japan) can't be any worse than in this country
for us."? TWhile advanced age, property losses and the language handicap bulked hig
among the issei it should not be overlooked that many of them were at this time of

the opinion that Japan would win the war. Vague and illfounded notions that re-

ed abo gperated

1., T. Tsuchiyama, op. oit., p. 20; R. Hankey, "Notes on Segregation" p. 15;
Morris Opler, op. oty P 5035 Ibid., p. 19,

2. Morris Opler, "Studies of Segregants at Manzanar," p. 37.

3. Morris Opler, op. cit., p. 88; T, Tsuchiyama, op. eit., p. 15.
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war reparation for losses was alsor esponsible for scme 1isseils
desire for segregation as was the possession of property in

Japan or relatives there, who it was optimistically hoped

could be relied upon to glve the repatriates some 2 ssistance

1n the event of exchange. Another important point g ould be
kept in mind. Although the attltude was seldom overtly

volced, few of the segregees looked up-n the act of segregation
as a final cutting of their relationship with the Unilted
States. Instcad, the belleved that once again, at o me future
time, they would be given the opportunity to make up thelr
minds. Theyhad been given the opportunity to retract their
applications for repatriationor expatriation; they had been
given the opportunity to change their minds on their smmakionex
answers to the military questionnalre. Why then, they reasoned,
should they not be given the changh to change their mir s about
segregatlion.

Though many of the mhkhkndz motives listed above operated
upon the nisei expatrlates and No-Nos, in many cases the
operation was indirect, 1. e., the nisel gave way to the
fear-instigated pressure put upon them Dby their parentse. 1/
When questioned, nlsel very frequently stated that they
woudd not change their negatlve answers to the military

questionnaire because of the

15.




5 =

abridgment of their rights of citizenship incurred by evacuation. their con-
vietion that a future in America would be made impossible by racial discrimina-
tion and, as an additional resentment, listed the property losses of their parents.l
Since the greater proportion of these nisei segregees did not even have citizenship
in Japan, their decision, as Morris Opler astutely states, was "purely a negative
gesture . . leading them exactly nowhere ,"2
The fear of induction into the United States Army was a very significant
factor for those families with male members of military age. Despite Segregation
Release 2A which stated that the Selective Service Act would also apply to persons
confined in Tule Lake, a considerable number of the segregees eligible for the
draft continued to hope that segregees would not be drafted or that segregation
in itself would inhibit their chances of reclassification.® Future events at
Tule Lake were to show that they gambled correctly in this matter. It is apparent
that even when the decision to become a segregee was based on practical motives :
it gave no guarantee of the security so greatly desired. It was a decision about
which the people had many misgivings. If a segregee were sincere in his avowed
desire to return to Japan the future did not promise much even to the most
optimistic. If he were not sinoere, and many were not, and intended to use Tule
Lake as a war-duration refugg,he had no tangible assurance that he made the wiser
AT
decision. An elderly issei woman btedd—bhe—weiber,before segregation took place
in Gila:
"I think they're a lot of families being segregated who don't really
want to go. They're almost like expecting that it's going to be very

strict (in Tule Lakef. « « They don't know what to do. . Even if you go

back to Japan you don't have anything . . They really won't be welcome . "4

1. Opler, op. cit. pp. 44, 48; R. Hankey, op. cit., pp. 5, 16, 51, 54.
2. "The Repatriate-Expatriate Group of Manzanar,' pp. 9-10.

3. T. Tsuchiyama, op. ¢it., pp. 15, 17, 19; Opler, op. cit., pp. 48, 75;
R. Hankey, op. cit., pp. 29,30, T8.

4. R. Hankey, op. cit., p. 26.
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Morris Opler in his survey of) bhe repatriation <@edes concludes:

"For many families the decision to repatriate is not easy or clear-cut
and even after it is made, it is a verdict about which there is much mis-
giving. Since the margin of decision is so narrow and the application is so
often canceled at least once before it is allowed to stand, it may be
assumed that in spite of the alien status of the family heads and the strains
of the war, many of the families who are repatriating would never have con-
templated %the action if it had not been for evacuation and the special con-
ditions resulting from it."1

Emotional State of the Segregees

In consideration of the factors listed above, it is not surprising that the
great number of transferees packed and left for Tule Lake in a state of great emo-

tional strain. She writer had.an-excelleant-eppertwity-te.witness this since—she
\ o I ndt hodca
visited-many- enanuae.friandn—eaAthg two weeks prior to/\bwe departure, The—deminent
'-.\A‘J_A.\.,}J,L‘ MM&._L.»\
impression /«an emotional tension so intense that

when they spoke of their decision they had difficulty in keeping back the tears.

11" [pvx?
When-they: .hnm/\we eager to talk about their "reasons" for

going to Tule Lake but usually, instead of giving reasons, they poured out
denunciations of the nullification of their rights as citizens, and the race
prejudice which manifested itself in evacuation. A young man who had attended the

University of California stated with scorching and incoherent bitterness:
O
"I have no intention of going back to Japan. I'm just going to wait
it out. . . It's just a burning resentment inside of us. In the first
place nobody can tell us just why we were put here. . . Many people who
said "no" are not disloyal. I don't consider that I am, "2

The same tension and emotional stress was observed among the Poston segregees

by qahﬁJfQI;quAl

"T noticed in the Poston segregants emotional stress and tension increase
as the day of departure from Poston approsched. I remember at least two
segregants confided in me that they felt the same way just prior to the time
of the evacuation from Southern California - the feeling of increasing
anxiety and insecurity."S

1. Op. cit., pp. 64-65.
2. Hankey, op. cit., p. 53.
3, "X's" Sociological Journal, November 5, 1943, p. 4.
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It is noteworthy that all of the potential segregees/@nbouuiowad—iquﬂurquniter

stressed that they did not consider themselves disloyal to the United States. Dr.

Opler comments upon this same factor in his study of the citizen segregeesﬂb.f
%4","6 a—\/w . ‘
One of the most sincere and moving expressions was made besdphe-weiber by a kibei

!

segregee s £1VL4’0

"T can not hardly understand what degree is disloyalty and loyalty.
According to the military registration, I was designated as a disloyal citi-
zen by WRA. I swear I did not do that on purpose. I do not believe and hope
the disloyal attitude means direct sympathy to the Japanese govermment, or
hating American govermment. . . I feel something deeply in my heart that we
still have American ideals and thoughts."?

At the opposite extreme was a nisei informant who segregated for practical
LA~ J

reasons alone and/comfessed-tewbhg—wribser that if he were given $1,500 he would be
glad to relocate .
The most striking characteristic of the segregees wiidimbihe=wrdper observed en-
fat
Vi wat

training for Tule Lak AWes their extreme, almost abnormal quiet and reserve. Most of

[the weeping was done by friends who were left behind.* The same phenomenon was noted

at Poston.® To the casual observer they appeared to be meek, bedraggled and sub-
missive, the last group of people in the world one would expect to explode into
resistance against the authorities. That this outward quiet and meekness covered a

tremendous emotional tension later events were tof pmmse all too clearly.

"Studies of Segregants at Manzamar," pp. 13, 129.
Essay prepared for the writer, p. 13.

Hankey, op. oit., p. 68

Hankey, "Chronological Account of Segregation," p. 25
"X"'s Sociological Journal, October 20, 1945, p. 1.
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to the Relocation Centerss §thers from practical antipat ﬁb the establisi7d in-

/

group, the old Tuleang’ These grievances of a more practi nature addei,to the

tension and unrests But the emo%ional compulsion which Yed thousands of/ﬁeaceful

people .brave thd wrath of the Administration and the Aymy, demonftrated and was in

part furnishgd by the bitter disappo

Tule Lake ¥as not going to be "different," was noﬁ going to be f11, d with people
nd, that the "fence-sitters” and\ inu 7ﬁd not become extinct and, above all,

that tHe transferees' status as a unique sh (tered group who cguld now\ forget the

kfear of ejection from the centers or the draft)\ was threatengd by the presence of

th¢se doubters in their midst.

Resentments Over Reception and Inferior Facilities at Tule Lake

From the moment of the arrival of the transferees at Tule lake, conditions
appeared almost to conspire to add to the burden of emotional instability under which
the newcomers were suffering. The sight of the great "man-proof" fence and the
watoh-towers manned by soldiers was a shock. The processing, picture-taking and

AnAnsst\
fingerprinting was resente \as tregkment which ought to be reserved for criminals.

The housing department was in a state of confusion; the camp was overcrowded; the

introduction of many of the families to their dirty, crowded apartments was dis-

ook

appointing in the extreme. Moreover, the food wasp to be generally inferior
QL) Janlioan

to that of the former centers. Ill-feeling toward ther\om, who were

soon accused of occupying all the good jobs or key positions, an accusation which was
to some extent justified, developed rapidly. This latter resentment was returned in
full measure by the old Tuleans who did not appreciate being told that "Tule Lake

was a dump" and that all the facilities were far below the standards to which the
transferees had become accustomed in the Relocation Centers. The confusion was

probably increased by the fact that the newcomers from each center had been given




SHE

vague and variable ideas of what to expect at Tule Lake from the administrators

of their former centers.
\
A synthesis of these primary resentments over camp conditions was expressed
:\—} N '; ;-,r./'. O A
by Kato whd\later became very active in the pressure group:

"The way it started - of course, everybody who came to this center
from the other relocation centers compared this center to the other centers.
Food, housing, the hospital and sanitation was very low compared to the
other centers we came from. We didn't do anything about it until the truck
acoident."l

The "prison-camp" atmosphere

As preparation for a camp of avowedly "disloyal" individuals, Tule Lake ammp
had been surrounded by a "man-proof" fence, 7 feet high and topped with three
strands of barbed wire. Watchtowers had been Jewws®883y constructed at regular
intervals around this fence. The presence of this fence was and continued to be re-
garded as an insult, a nagging reminder of American public opinion, by most of the

segregees. Few, however, have expressed themselves as fluently or as bitterly as
Mr. §: ki ( }‘d\,w\,\.'(,;;,\&/)

"A very repulsive sight greeted us as we approached Tule Lake. It was
the sight of numerous watch towers lining the perimeter of the camp. I felt
as if we were a bunch of real criminals about to be impounded . . . . I felt
sure others must have felt the same since I have heard them cursing and swear-
ing vengeance.

"My feelings were further aggravated as we neared the camp. Though I have
read about the high fences being erected, winidewadelamap, my imagination seemed
to have failed in its proper conception because the fences in reality are much
higher and more cruel, both in construction and appearance. I did not believe
they were built so high and with meshed wires similar to those used at San
Diego Zoo. Why even the gorillas with tremendous strength were held helpless
captives, and when men of inferior strength were caged in like a bunch of wild
animals, I felt terribly irritated. Unconsciously I too have sworn to avenge
this injustice some day.

"Topping everything which tends to rouse the ire of the internees are
the search lights beaming throughout the camp, watching us through the wee hours
of the night as if we were incorrigible murderers. Have we not been the most
law-ab%ding people in the past? Why must we now be subjected to such humilia-
tion."

l. Ibid., Sept. 11, 1944, p. 3.
2. M8y pe 1.
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A transferee from Jerome expressed himself as follows in a letter to the

Rocky Shimpo:

"Inspection of hand baggages, census taking, photograph taking,
fingerprinting; T felt as if we had entered a penetentiary. We had to
repeat some fingerprinting twice. The reason is that our fingers are
rough being the farmers' fingers and they did not print well. Especially,
they have two copies of my finger prints, so I cannot commit any erime. . .

A transferee from Poston wrote to friends in that center:
"Then I put the finger prints of all ten fingers of my hands on several

sheets. I understand that they do this at a penetentiary when you are
imprisoned. . ." :

Resentment over Housing and Food

Additional irritating factorsy were the confusion and crowding in the dis-

tribution of housing, the omnipresent dirt, caused not only by Tule Lake's

frequent dust storms but by the fact that many of the barracks assigned had been

inadequately cleaned or had not been cleaned at all. Moreover, housing accommo-
dations were in most cases more crowded than in the centers from which the
segregees had come. Many recreation halls were turned into barracks to house
young unmarried men. The conviction developed that this ill treatment was being
meted out to the people because they were "disloyal," although this was certainly
not so. 4 reliable Caucasian informant who assisted in the Housing Division at
this time stated that it was a madhouse. Former Tuleans who had left camp had
sold their barrack improvements, shelves, built-in cupboards and the like to
evacuees remaining in Tule. The buyers moved %X into these apartments without
notifying the Housing Department. When segregees arrived, they not infrequently
found the barrack room assigned to them already occupied. Some of these stranded
families ignored the Housing Department, found suitable unlocked quarters and

moved in. This haphazard moving added to the burdens of the already overtaxed

1. "X"'s Sociological Journal, November 17, 1943, p. 1.
2. Ibid., October 24, 1943, p. 4.
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Housing Department. Most of the barracks were very dirty; some were filthy.

One family found their assigned quarters so uninhabitable that they would not even
put down their suitcases but slept the night in the block manager's office. The
next morning the father came to the Housing Department and said he must have
different quarters. He was told he must take the room assigned to him. This he
refused to do and insisted that Mr, Huycke, who was then head of Housing, examine
his apartment. After much argument, Mr., Huycke gave in. He found that the
apartment in question had been used as distillery and that the fig mash had
spilled over the entire apartment, oreating a dreadful stench. A disinfecting

and cleaning crew worked three days to render the room fit for habitation.1

A nisei from Gila deseribed his first impression of Tule Lake as follows:
A PAnnO
"When I came from Gila I just stood here like a dumbbell. Everything
was dirty; the barracks were dirty; the showers were dirty, the mess halls
were dirty. Vhea.l first same-hers..thatle-bhe-way-i~fodt. I think the
0ld Tuleans wesszused to this mess. Thedle—bho-modin-dtoy-point-in-the-cause

of~the-broubie !
/éﬂﬂb-L'A“ﬂ

A nisei girl from Topaz said: N

"The thing that struck us was, I think, the first appearance of the
camp. The comparison with Topaz was very poor. The latrines, the mess and
the apartments were so poor in condition and so different."3

A nisei girl from Gila who later worked against the pressure group, said:

"You know how it was on the train. After being so tired, to come to
this dirty camp which was so dark and dusty and windy. The Housing didn't
want us to be what they call a homogeneous group. So they soattered us all
over. We didn't have a single friend in our whole block. We resented the
Housing Department. Then, in the latter part of October theypbroke the
Housing Department's windows. They didn't find the guilty ones)at that time.

"Well, housing was the worst, We came into rooms with half) the plaster
board stolen; there was even nothing to light a stove with. We[had to take
it or leave it."%

(,LrMA)

l. R. Hankey, Notes, April, pp. 36, 37.
2. hid,, P 2

S. Ibid., July 18, p. 1

4, Tbid., July 19, p. 4.
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A kibei man about thirty years old,who came fram Gila said:

"T felt this was really a sad smokey place.”
His wife added, "I said, 'What a dump!'" On another occasion she stated:

"For a few months or so you can be crowded. But when you don't know when
you're leaving, it's very hard."l

Another young kibei girl from Gila said:

"One thing, when I came here I almost cried was, that all of our
friends were separated from us. We said, 'Letd move.' That was important
with me. I almost oried when I came here and saw it.

a e = & i 4

YW aba B,
A young kibei woman from Jerome,\an active member of a pressure group wrote

in a letter to the writer:

"Phen, also, the poor facilities for housing, poor foods, employ-
ments unfair to newcomers, as compared to the previous camps we have come
from, were all brought up to our attention and dissatisfaction arouse."®

Or’q!’\;\(\\"._/\.‘Mfﬂ'W 5
Mr .\ who came into” camp in December wrote:

"While in Leupp, I have heard from various sources that Tule Lake is
a very dirty camp. Upon my arrival though I was prepared to see dirt, I
was very much shocked to find it dirtier than I had really anticipated.
T wondered what sort of people had lived here, or what sort of an Adminis-
trator was responsible for the health of the residents. . « « Day in and
day out, living in filth must have created disgust to such an extent that
it finally became one of the contributing factors of the trouble.™¥
A very conservative young nisei girl from Gila said: ﬂ?v Yesdus [Cocnran

"I had friends here (in Tule Lake) and had always corresponded with
them. They liked it here. It was like any other center - that's what I
thought from their letters.

"I expected more than this in the camp. I expected better facilities.
I didn't expeot it to be just as good as Gila, but better than this. I
didn't like the first impression at all,"d

At

An-gguelly-conservative \nisei girl, a resident of pre-segregation Tule Lake

admitted the justification of the segregees' complaints about the housing:

1. Tbid., August 8, p. 4; March, p. 5.
2. Tbid., July 30, p. 5.

3. Ibid., July 18, p. 2.

4, Ms. p. 5.

5. R. Hankey, Notes, August 30, p. l.
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"The segregees were so unsatisfied with the housing. Of course, you
san't blame them because they had to sleep in the Rec. Halls. And besides,
the people who went out had torn down their cabinets and cupboards.”

This young woman added that public feeling ran so high that for a time the

Japanese girls employed in the Housing Department were afraid to go to work.!

Kuratomi, chairman of the pressure group stated:

The immediate impression I received after coming here was the unpre-
paredn8ss on the part of the Administration, especially in the field of housing
and reception. Icerrived-here-at-5r00-pim.-on-the-30bh-of-Sepbember Tt day
the—Army was good enough-to give us. a lunch.After-we-were—through-tHe process-
ing—it-was. well-towards~evening.

"Byenbually, we were thrown into an unpartitioned Recreation Hall. No
mattresses were available. I got the block manager to find me a mattress.

Bven the stove wasn't ready for operation., The block manager had to get wood
for us (for kindling). I don't believe the block manager was even notified

we were to be there. There were ten boys and they told us that between 20 and
30 (more) would come. But they didn't kmow. They had no plan at all.....

"At that time the people leaving the project (leaving Jerome) had the
feeling they would like to be housed closely together. Bubt—rewITrimg—the
conditions at Tule Lake, they dida 't Swpestsescmuehvwusntiondid-not-Leal bhat
o&r—@gpatnant~would-be—ﬁho~same.
€& "hen I arrived here I heard so many complaints about the separation in
housing. FEven families were sometimes separated from one end of the camp to
the other. . . »

"As far as Jerome was concerned, the facilities were very good. Each
latrine and urine basin was individual and the interiors of the shower were
very much better.

"Food too was much better (at Jerome). This was especially strange,
since Jerome raised so little, However, food there in comparison to this
center was twice as good."?

Another transferee from Jerome described the situation vividly in his letter

to the Rocky Shimpo:

"When I entered the apartment, I was surprised with the dirtiness. I
was very irritated even though I am a thick headed man. The wall was dirty;
there was no soreens. Besides a stove in the center, it was a desolate empty
room. . . I want to the Block Manager and asked for a broom. I was told,
'There is only one broom and everyone must share it.' . . . It is desolate
in the block. Dry weeds are left untouched. It really is a dirty camp.”

Equally disgusting to the newcomers were the extremely dirty, over-used latrimRd)

. 1. Ibid., August 24, p. 13 2. Ibid., September 18, pp. 3,4,5.
3, ™"'s Sociological Journal, November 17, 1943, p.' 1.
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of Tude-Lake MTFFW‘M“War&m “the-sbendard—of-those—in
Gilavimolodhlineses The equipment was worn out and inferior; some of the toilets
did not flush; fixtures were dingy and dirty; obscenities were scrawled on the walls.

Almost as irritating as the dirt and the unsatisfactory housing was the quality
of the food, which most transferees considered definitely inferior to that of the

Relocation Centers. If every comment made on the bad food at Tyle Lake had been
C}",MJ/U

written down, it would comprise a separate paper. One informantAremarked months
later when the food had greatly improved, "If the food had been as it is now, it
(the warehouse incident) could never have happened ,"1

"le never get fresh vegetables. A week and a half ago they started
coming in, but they didn't have any for 1% or 2 months. All we had was
potatoes or beets. We're getting some lettuce .now. hy couldn't we get it
when the canteen was selling it?"2

'O/"‘ ( s ona
While Mr. Qﬁﬁdid not arrive in Tule Lake until December, his reaction to the

‘ food at that time, which he expressed most emphatically, was no doubt shared to a
large extent, by many of the transferees who arrived two months earlier:

"Upon my arrival here I have noticed one thing in particular that justi-
fied the Japanese to revolt. That is the food was terribly poor. I positively
believe the food per person per day couldn't have gone over 20 cents which is
less than half of what the Govermment really allows.

"Much oriticism was heard throughout the country that the Japanese are
being well fed especially after the investigation conducted by the Dies Committee.
What lies the Dies Committee could so boldly print. If they would only come and
live with us; eat with us; and sleep with us for just a month instead of two
years as we already have and report the truths as they really exist, I'1ll praise
them for their fortitude.

"Regardless of what the Dies Committee has said, the food was bad and is
bad today. Though it improved a little, the difference is so small, it still
must be hovering around 20¢ a day. Why we haven't had an egg for overViweemesls
now. a NE e

"Food is one of the greatest contributing factors that determines the harmony
of the camp. It affects the stomach of every man, woman, and child. The quality
of the food can be judged at times by the mood of the people. Grumbling and
cursing, animated criticism of this govermment is freely voiced.

l. Notes, May 15, p. 4.
2. Notes, March, p. 14.
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"To my judgment the food lacks the essenbial elements that
strength and energys Many boys are takingfitamins to keep t
from going to pieces. My eyes went bad-On me since evacugkion due to lack
of proper food. I am not able today*{o do one fourth of“the work I used to
do before the war. Should I choofe to do any manualork, my entire body starts
to tremble and if I should per€ist, dizziness and fainting sensations overwhelm
me. Though I look strong afid vigorous, I cg&}d/ﬁbt in reality do the work
that is required of meg xmow. ‘
"FPurther enumerating on food as one of” the greatest conbtributing fac
of revolt. Is it-not obvious when thousands upon thousands of men, women,
and children, the majority of whom eTre not working and_therefore hay€ no
appetite that relishes anything will naturally find fault wi:ﬁ}§9o ? Then the

appetit@f{s good after a good“day's work, the food'may be gobbléd down to
satisfy the hungry stomach? but when the appetite is bad, the/best food is
subjéet to oriticism. .~ o

"Many a time I've looked for meat in the plate and if I am gratified
with more than two tiny pieces I consider myself lucky. The plate of stew is
just a plate of carrots and potatoes flavored with bits of meat. Be it roast
pork, if we get more than two slices of one mouthful each, it looks as if the
sook had made a mistake. The rest is dressing and gravy which we use to
finish a bowl of rice. Fish is of the poorest quality. Herring which is used
for fertilizer is now being supplied to us. With such food with no varieties,
I ocannot blame the rioters when they demanded better food on November 1, 1943.

A nisei girl, an old Tulean resident, who disapproved strongly of the agitators,

reflected this attitude by stating:

"We always get worse food here than at the other camps. At least that's
what all the other people told us."?2
. \'/’JJJA*: o N

Another conservative nisei girlg\a transferee from Gila stated:

"Refore the incident the food wasn't good. I missed the steak that we
had every Sunday at Gila. But the food wasn't really bad."d

Two other girls, nisei transferees who had previously voiced strong hostility
A, Padtad
to the Mtrouble-making agitators" expressed themselves as follows:

"hen—I-came—here-T gotmghg_jmp;essioﬂ—that—#ho—Go-op-sOld_sn_mnah_iruit
hers.—And we didn't get any fruit in the mess."
"At Topaz we got so much fruit in the mess we always had extra fruit in

the house."
Her friend added: "We hardly get fruit in the mess at all and I had to buy
it in the Co-op."

The first informant continued:

l. Ms. pp. 4, &
2. R. Hankey, Notes, August 24, p. 4
3, Ibid., August 30, p. l.
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This belief in graft affected the evacuees profoundly. Itd force is reflected

éub_u.ofow
only mildly in the following statements. 'Irl\ainisei from Gila, referring to the

suspicion of graft by the Caucasians said:

"Grafting stgrted the whole works

D) ok~ t \ AL
B., referring tg grafting by Japane

"Undue : i of grafts goes on without
respect of thzéperson unler fire ;ing suspicion in the eyes of
the people without proofs

"Reocedtly proofs were \ungbdvered and the suspegcts were arrested (these
were Japghese arrested for 8 aling rice). I persgQnally hope they will be
given the severest punishmext if found guilty."2

The accumulation of evidence to prove the existence of graft on the part of the
Caucesian personnel soon became one of the most importent of the self-imposed btasks
of the pressure group which was organized. They considered it one of théﬁﬁost potent
weapons against the Administration.

Another very important irritant was the insufficiency of work and recreation.
The work shortage gave rise to the additional resentment, that all the good jobs,
"the key positions" were held by the old residents of Tule. To a-ﬁﬁ;;;r:;tent this

eriticism was justified. Ay SR
YUgSIND

A young man, a nisei from Gila said:

"Then I got here I got a job. I didn't feel bad at all. People who
didn't get jobs felt awfully bad."S

K” said:

"No work is created to relieve the loathsome hours; no recreatioms are
sponsored to divert the minds of the residents.... So far I have not seen any
type of recreation sponsored for the adults, to divert their unpleasant minds.
If there is enough work in this camp to keep the adults well occupied, recrea-
tion may not be necessary but when work is so scarce as it is here, recreation
will play a great part in keeping the people satisfied. But neither work nor
recreation are being sponsored to relieve the dissatisfied from concocting
mischief. Seven days a week, 30 days a month, day in and day out without a
thing to do, topped with lack of funds to keep oneself satisfied with wants
really does get & man. This is another source of trouble."4

1. R. Hankey, Notes, February, p. 1l4.

2. Ms. p. 2.

3. R. Hankey, Notes, Mxy 2%,xpp. 2xx%. Mar., p. 13
4. Report, Dec., 24, p. 21.




"Here I have to ask for my brother in Topaz to send me some fruit. In
Topaz they didn't sell fruit in the canteens but they gave it to us in the
mess. Since we came here we spend so much money on food."
At this point amother girl, an old resident of Tule joined her voice to the

complaints:

"Te've had chicken here only once."
A transferee from Topaz said nostalgiocally:
"And at Topaz we got duck or chicken once a week."

The first speaker, from Topaz, added:

"And icecream every Sunday..... Also, all the other relocation centers
get linoleum. But this place has none!i/l)

A
The young/éirl who regretfed the ducks and /chickens of Topaz cloged the con-
/

versation wit% the significant remark:

]

vaganty T went into the personnel rec./ hall the other day and/ I thought,

/ .
"Hgve you seen the [personnel quarters here. They're positfively extra-
'Gosh./" 1

Resentment of Suspected Graft

Along with this resentment over poor food a conviction developed that at least
part of this condition was due to graft on the part of Caucasian and Japanese members
of the Mess Division. This suspicion existed before segregation and y
the older inhabitants of Tule Lake. Rumors of project meat being shipped into
Klamath Falls and sold on the black market were ocurrent not only among the evacuees
but among members of the Appointed Persomnel. It was also rumored that large food
bills were run up in nearby towns by members of the mess division and that those

merchants who furnished an additional bribe were the first to have their bills met.

4SordIng to membens™UTthespressure.greupsand—peorsistené_runar ameng-imemers—of~she
O’X W ie l._/Q_Q.L ,)’ p..(_‘,, m—

appa&nted_pexsonn-iﬂiﬂﬁs condition was investigated by the F.B.I. in mid-November

and resulted in the dismissal of several of the guilty staff members .2

1, Ibid., September 14, p. 6
2e See Pe .
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Additional attitudes toward employment will be quoted{in the discussion

devoted to the hostility which developed toward the old Iuleans on this and other
soores.

Another resentment which had a long pre-segregation history in Tule Lake
sprang from the actions and attitude of the Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Pedicord.
He had acquired an unprecedented degree of unpopularity with the Japanese before
segregation took place. A petition signed by 7,500 evacuees requested his removal
in June, 1943. Reesons~for.his.unpopularity.were-set-forth-in-detail by-Marvin
Spier,~the Community Analyst, in.a. report.deted.July-6.,.-1848¢ In the petition
his attitudes toward evacuees, both staff members and patients, is called un-
sympathetic and dictatorial. He is acoused of addressing the evacuees as "Japs",
not obtaining necessary medical equipment, placing economy above service, and
forcing evacuee dootors to relocate by his dictatorial attitude. Some of the
unconfirmed accusations made by informants in November include: That Pedicord
had anti-Japanese views, that he was incompetent and negligent of his duties,
that he refused to grant permission for transfusions to two or three patients
who later died,1 that he did not order sufficient medicine for hospital equip-
ment, that he hired Caucasian quacks one of whom caused a child to be stillborn
by giving the mother too much serum, that he cut the hospital staff so severely
that it could not run efficiently, that he made the Caucasian nurses section heads
and permitted them to give orders to the evacuee doctors (even though one evacuee
doctor had a license to practice in California), that he cut down the allowance
of baby food although there was an adequate supply in the warehouse. Because of
hiring "quacks" he is also blamed for the death of a severely burned evacuee

child who is said to have been left without treatment from 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.

l. Ms., pp. 5-6.
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when it was finally treated by a Japanese doctor coming on duty.1 The trans-
ferees took over this older resentment with remarkable speed. Dr. Pedicord's

removal became one of the planks in the program of the pressure group.

.

e —

““Yost of the informants quoted in the preceding analysis belpnged to that

section of the popuflation which at least expressqed the desire to|return to Japan

at the time of segrégation. Yet before they had ppent a year in|Tule lake some

changed their minds |and asked to relocate. In Octiober and NovemHber of 1943, those
who relocated later fhad been just as vocifeerous in| their complainkts over ill-
acuees who remained.

treatment at Tule Lake{ There was an exceptien in|one attitude, however. Those

who had decided to g4t out of Tule Lake by the middle of 1944 had |never been

vigorous advocaters "a camp where we can all acf like Japenese land prepare for
life in Japan." Instead, they had talked of "being treated like human beings
and having as good a f§ime as we can while we're wailting here." It |should be kept
in mind, therefore, thaht those who had found a comppratively safe ahd permanent
place to stay until th¢ end of the war shared many @f the resentments of the
repatriates, who took fheir return to Japan seriously. Since the possibility of
exchange was exceedingly remote, they realized that they might be foyced to live
at Tule Lake for an indeinite number of years. From Tule lake and ilts living
conditions, whether good or bad, there was no escape.| There was no pdssibility

of removal by relocatio Conditions had to be endure§ or changed. \

rvv"\ ~ 3 Aw““
haracterized b

7 Ibid.r, ps 17,




20. iy ZM/ W?%w?ﬂpw

TEE-ERee=TAN DREAU OF UNTL LAHOFGHE"TITD TURTOSE

6ne—of the mst 4 po—penrcttoTs 0 tIE OVeErt —
)

A,
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ef-enormoud)\significance in future behavior of the

Gorde n AT O A ”"’“GL— - g:%f’ :
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of‘# wishful-thinking expressions thet Tule Lake would
be free of the disturbing mental imxacmxitdss xRk
mnbivalences and conflicts of the Relocation Centers.
)*w < B " G SWEGHC I r\rw I, PP
Many informants stateéd that they had looked upon Tule
Leke as a pdace where they mgght begin a new existence,
a place vhere they would at lest be genuinely secure,
& place where they might live with individuals of like
xmxmit ooinion and be rid of the company of the indecisive
fence-sitters who could not make up their minds to
support either the United States or Japan and who made up

a large proportion of the individuals who remained in the

relocetion centers after the first egress of the nisei,

———

Whether this at@(%ude was widely held jnét previous to

and after sevréaﬁtion cannot be deteryfined. There is no
@oubt, howevgr, that it devcloped a gained strength
within the fonths that followed s egregation and that

almost evéry transferee felt oblifed to say that this
inconceix¥able unity of thought d intention

was wha he had expected at Tul Lak?)/“rﬁﬁ’ﬁén i

defermined whether meny pers , in their distrgfetion

emo tional balance,actually/believed that thif quite
illogical/ dream could becoge a reality. Somg, no doubt,
dia decfeve themselves info an almost fanatfcal bélief,

Many athers undoy
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was fenced off with a four foot brrbed'udre fence and

evacuees were Roxmtdmexg absolutely forbidden to enter.
A After segregation mhe no additional prohibitions

were nlaced on evacuee movemeénts within the gmesst men-proof
fence, Anyone could enter the adninistrative or hospital

ares at any time of the day or night. The restriction on

A | /.
3 S A (V' CA s
the military area, of course, remsined, 77" ! B \
_;t,l.. (/1- e AN andhe é;f w.,\/r

In early November of 1945 s
After the 1u01dentAﬁnnnanxngnxnxmsnuz& addit ionel — el Lo

’\./(\«\ ‘.(4, D e M~
man-proof barbed wire topped fences were erected between
the evacuee ares and the administrative area, the hospital

D a
area was surrounded by a&—é&éﬁggébl fence and ¥k&/stockade,
called Area B in the adminis rative manual,
wg.w cwustructed to the west of the 0501tal « XKD HNwas nx
A W= ikt et  Connn e bk, APt By @d i L--ywrwuwf“’%
intﬁgphx bxnxnﬁnnnznxnxnxﬂxhxnsmxnxmxx xiee x8 o sERAENXX

WHE Y ;he fence between the evacuee residence section/fuxx
Xl ey xue Xh fKisn en mnﬁnxnthnhnmmmmax

and the admihistrative area
qumxmumﬂmnmxmnmnmimmmxmxmxmxmﬁmrmxmxmxm#mhmxmhmsmtmxmxx

wasS = eouipped with guard towers as was the stockide.

The' st ockade fence differed in one detail .fnmonxhhkexnsuskx

¥, It had six strands of barbed wire, arranged‘aa§ggp$£,¢”1w1g§;é

N/ ?
NG ‘\‘to meke e€ither ingress or egress dif;iculgyfiﬂzjﬁecember of

1943 an sdditional but—idewnticelVfence was erected between
Ward VII and the rest of the colony beceuse the administration

\c)nsid;;gawfbf-éﬂthne,kisolatinr some of the most vociferous
:?thle mekers in this area, This action was never ta ken and
the fence was torn down in the late spring of 1944, The
stockade continued to serve as a place of detention from
November of 1943 until August of 1944 when 1t wags abandoned.
ixExx A new stoakade/and Jail unf7§Z§§:3fto the west of

the administrative area.

in i sritoxe xd gain mgn toxentEnx thexn Xy
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That amorphous group of people comnonly called fence-sitters
were verbally flayed. The segregees, it was insisted, had
by their overt act of segre-ation, set themselves m£fR apart
on & high plane of honesty and integrity,

Whether this attitude was widely held just previous to
and after segregetion cennot be determined. There is no
doubt, however, that it developed and ¢ ained mirBmpthxnihbrix
tremendous strength in
the months that followed segrggation and that almost every
transferee felt obl iged to s&y that this inconceivable unity
of thought and intention was whaet he had expected at Tule
Lake, Nor can it be deternined whether many persons, in
their emotional unbadance and their need to justify their
'decision to become segregees,actually believed that this
ouite illogical dream could become a reality. Some, no
doubt, did deceive th emselves, into—en—alaost—faratital
beottet, Many others, undoubtedly, were obliged to pretend
belief and repeat the denuncistions of the fence-sitters
80 that they wuld not be suspected of being fence-sitters

themselves, All that is certainly knowh concerning the

A AT
inception of thiQXQgﬁﬁiﬁai attitude is that it was vociferously

exxrxxxgt stated by many informants some four months after
segregation that this was what they had thought,
This conflict between peonle who had "made up their
mimds to be Japanese" and neonle wlp had "not made un their
minds" had & long history in the Relocation Centers and
its force and influence cannot be amreciated unless the
doubts and vacillations of the relocation center life are
‘ understoode In the matter of expatriation and re Datriatipnpfw‘!"

S mandl Ay
A in the matter of the answers to the military questionnaire,

differences of opinion had prodaced ergument, hostility and
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demonstrations which in some cent erﬁ/:aus ed such & disturbance

that the WRA W interned many nisei in the Leupp camp and
the Department of Justice had done the same with many issei
"agitators", fomfxikwk Hostility bet . een those persons
who held thet ke after the xuxnmmafiwm experience of
evacuation they could do nothing else -;>ut.place reliance in
wise
Japan and those who held that it would beimtm not to
commit oneself too far against the United States but await
’fxlufm* | ‘*&*‘”*‘* WA
future developements wa s,\alrer dy well deve oped;\(/i;&crong
dislike and in some cases bitter hatred arose between persons
who overtly espoused one or the other point of view., ihen
the internments t ok place some persons who had been very
"pro-Americen" and had answered "Yes" to the Military
Questionnaire were accused of having denounced the interned
men to the sdministration., These alleged stool-pigeons were
called inu (dog), not only by the more vociferous ”No-R‘:s”
but also by most of the more neutral residents. In the
redbecation centers anyone wiv defended his Yes-Yes answer

tbo loudly or anpeared to be friendly or cooperative with

the higher administretive officials was likble to come under
¥k suspicion of being an inu. This hatred of the "dogs" or
the inu took a great and lasting hold upon the people. On
the other hand, persons who answered No &nd then mm=pEdxinx
changed their answers to Yes were pmpbmligdx some times
regrded in as bad if not a worse light. They were known

(-

as k¥x kommemk koomori (bats), neither flesh nor fowl,

— A
N &h en segnx peeg nun o ee nosongox frs el Xas
%
x disgust wAth which
sincere | patris wieX ] number

o

of ambive ledt peonle is essy to anprecic\e. Howevery it
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The Yes-Yes group or those "loyal" to America was commonly
regarded by the No-No people as having an advantageous position

with tlke adminlstration. Before leaving Gila, a segregee
24D
pointed out hiwAdifficult the position of the No-Nos wes=tievre

and expressed the hope that in Tule Lake thim s might be
different: jai;ow>$&

"Here in Rivers (Gila), the people are moreor less divided
Into Yes and No groups. Naturally, of tjje Yes group plays its
cards rignt and apple-polishes, the chances of their getting better
paid positions in the ﬁ (administrative) offices is more or less
enhanced. The Yes group 1s more or less under the thumb of the
administration. Any time the No people had a kick coming the
first people they had to see (in the offices) were the Yes

people." Rmpmchadlkx 1/

The disgust whth which sincere rcpatriates or expatriates

védwed the great number of amblvalent people is easy*o

appreciate. However, it
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should be stressed thot the great number of people who went
to Tule Lake orf remained there were ambivalent themselves
and a few weeks before segregetion had been underpoing grave
nisgivings over tke wisdom of their decision to become

sepregees, Anparently, this did mot inhibit the strength

with which some individuals seized upon the notion that

[

Tule Lake would magicelly become a different kind of cen ter
where doubt and argument sbout holding to Japan or America
wuld be stilled forevermore.,. Xhewemwsxr breover, there
were undoubtedly many individuals who remained sufficiently
realistic to msmmug realize that segregation would not
work & mirsculous change upon the me ntal processes of the
evacuees, SaxpEmzrfnimgmimyxexzxxy This must have been true
espeeially of the 0ld Tulean populstion which had not
under gone the excitement and tension of moving. DNewertheless,
the falla&cious idealistic notion was so powerful that more
realistic individuals were Targely forced to maintain a

its
nolitic silence in the presence of/vociferous prononents,
If they did not, they would oromptly be cambed"fence-sitter”
or even inu., The following are typical expressions of

this wishful-thinking:




Administration Ingiead, they nalvely antzoipated a cp

all

\, Thoe dal At W%hj

sion to ‘become segregees A

|
u\,l—w L(‘e(t

"All during the trip all the people coming from Gila - all they .

talked about was how things were going to be in Tule Lake. There wouldn't

be any more inus; no more Yes-Yes.. They were so glad when they saw the

cemp. The people came here with such high hopes and they got so little. . .
"Then we saw the camp there was a bunch of boys on a potato truck.

They pointed. 'That's Tule,' they said. %hen I saw it tears came to my

eyes. It was the first step towards Japen and George (her husband whom

she hoped to Join in Tule) would be here and everything. I really thought

this camp was going to be much different than Gila."

WA %MMWM MM”M

Anobher— *!WMM wrote: Gtn
)

"e came to Tule Lake with great expeotat1on and high hopes to be
able to join our fellow Japanese subjeots, ts.
Desiredto return to our mother country at her emergencies and to serze
her were the mein purpose in seeking repatriation and expatriation.”

A nisei girl said:
"At the relocation camp there were so many that were loyal to America.
We felt people with the same kind of mind (persons who were all edw=eme
miaad ) would be assembled here."S
d in fact, obligatory to express unrestrained loyalty to

an equallly unrestyained hostility and scorn for the evpcuees "loyal" to

AmericA. The trﬁnsferees ew well that m y individuals had gma1ned in the re-

on center wi® shargd the greater papt of their sentimepAts but had preferred

"loyal." [The expression o such sentiments would no longer

1. R, Hankey, Notes, July 19, 1944, p. 3
2, Ibid., July I8, p. 2
3, Toid., May 21, p. l.




INSERTION ON PAGE A

This is an extremely interestng statement for Tsude,

the reputed vice-king of the caﬂo,was and remained x=x

mdapxx entirely American in thought andbehavior. xianthex
ExEExx He made this statmement/ in the presence of smmx
xx several vociferant exnonents of Japanese behsvior and

there is little doubt that he did not mean one word of it,
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11 be on
feeling
ror of Japan,

s to Japan. Naturyg

Some Japanese sgf they are still loy
believe it.”

yese and for Japan."?2
/ O’V{M vl o AL A
uﬁﬁgnﬁrgigderﬁpn¢the pressure group which formed soon after segregation
expressed his sentiments as follows:
"We expected the same status. We expected the same kind of group - all

going back to Japan. We believed that and naturally thought this would be
a peaceful colony. . . . Those fellows who said No-Yes or No-No and do not

repatr,isteVfooled this country (U.S.A.) and fooled the government."5

AQAA A=A
A very shrewd nisei transfereeuwho carefully kept himself out of all political

entanglements expressed his opinion‘of the attitude of these militant segregees

neatly and concisely:

a
"Then they came here they thought it was going to be/Japanese Utopia.
The resentment that arose was brought on by their feeling of frustration."4

Tn some individuals this attitude led to an expressed abhorrence of all
things thought to be American and an idealization of all things thought to be

Japanese. On arriving at Tule Lake many nisei and kibei made a conscious attempt

N el L 4“\}‘:51‘“ [l N, e W& 'M,q.j,- e %
to conformland to turn their minds fr ""American ways of thinking ané acting to

T, Thie i i Sahaue
Japanese ways of thinking and acting." Individuals were affected in varying

degrees. Many, while complying outwardly, kept their true opinions to themselves;

1, Did,, May 21, p. 1

2. Trom a Ms. prepared by JYK, p. 7.

3. R. Hankey, Notes, Sept. 11, 1944, pp. A2
4. Toid,, Sept. 1T, p. 1
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some embraced this attitude with stern earnestness; in a few it grew to

fenaticism. Outward expression of this attitude manifested itself on many minor

T o Lodea

occasions. When the last trainload of segregants from Topaz arriveqh on September
30, some young men gathered at the Induction Center near the high school and
built a bonfire of two to four wooden benches. They stood around the benches and
shouted "Banzai!"l Nisei social dances were broken up by kibei demonstrations.
Attendance at American movies was frowned upon. If any person were courageous

or rash enough to speak favorably of a custom or ideal considered American, he
would inevitably invite eriticism and perhaps physical violence. Three\men made

the following interesting revelations of their comsciousness of this attempted
psychologloal change in themselves.
'\'\N\AQ@\—%*(& é ol % B B /\N-\k frZM/ M
Ay . ) % AT ii

"Previous to segregation I felt like an American and acted like an
American. After segregation I could not help myself. In everything, I
began to think and act like a Japanese. I was working on Internal Security
then and had always gotten along with the Cauca31ans. But my mind was
just turned around. The Administration just couldn't understand me and
lost oopnfidence in me."
—_— T S
Aneblenelsibod : |
e VT o 0ANA s Avrw**u/
"But i I'm‘going to be a Japanese I'm going to be pure Japanese and
not American at all. I didn't used to be like this. But now I just see
this camp from the Japanese point of view only. As a Japanese, I got to
do it this way. "3
b y & POW 5
Though this TSR - s probably
J\n\i A 4 4
transferees,\ it _sholild not be imagined tha’c it wasAunanimougd To Hosl-al-bhe old
W’\-N"" A > -ik o~ /
Tuin-neAiillls ilYogical and, hed-ne

)’\p(. L

‘r‘l’aﬂ':'*c"‘“"* (= N '/\‘ At %

7

pde@@ep emotiona) gignificance and itg inevitable non-replization contributed
greatly to the fension and sense of frustration. Ther¢ were other very important

resentmentss: § nferior facilitieg/ of Tule Lake when compared

1 WRA, Tule Lake Incident, Sequence of Events.
. Haakeyr—Notesﬂ—Septv—lﬂ—y—p-——}»

2. R. Hankey, Totes, May 23, p. 6

3. Ibid., May 18, p. 3.
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While there is little doubt that this '"be Japanese"
sttitude was profesced by many individu=als who privately
toucht otherwise, its significance should not be under-
estimted ,for—tirtewesseny It was accepted as the mmkx
proper type of behavior for a segregant and eve ryone was
foree& impegled to comply o e wee e X e oen trind B iy acie e iet
mmcmxnirmxxmxmmmﬂmmxmimmmﬁmnxmgmmmm

partly because of the e ot ional force of the attitude and

partly because IhXmEaMOXE not t eomply would bring

xxERk down tre:rqa\n)ous citicism from the other residents.




