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Kato - or Mr. "c" . . • Yoshiyama 

A d , o h i Frank Rurakawa - conservative old Tuiean 

Yamaguohi. . l l y a n d Georg:e Yamnshiro. 

Nakao or N Bill Nishino from Gi l « . 

Okamoto or "o" Yutaka oda from Gila . 

Fujimoto or " i" . , . . jimmy Takeuchi from Bila . 

Miss Ike do uayoe Nishikawa, a conservative Gilan 

• Kataoka, a nisei member of the Baihyo qha 

Mi1:: C I T : : : : o n s o f J W s o l d « - T s r a s r - n t . 

M r < O n 0 Nakamura, employee in l ^ o ! Aid dept, old T u ^ a n . 
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PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF TULE LAKE AFT'"R SEGREGATION 

Ae—ie -furirly KAulainegl in ¿liyamo'be 1 a-i'c*oyt, *j£he 

entire project area of Tale Lake covered about 32, OOO acres. 

This total area was known as the pro .ject area. Within this 

area was the project center, the ca op proper ^^te^socSKs; 

EnaomB cm ma si QfcBBaiEmsmiantxmBm Mi m adlxii Ki^XBilnra^cciliati joagnsx 

which BE nmmr ft Y B-fl-n-fctee o ccupi ed an area of ah out one-and-a-

quarter square miles and contained the evacuee residence 

section, the administration buildings, the administrative 

residence sect ion,the hospital, the warehouse section and 

the military area This, smaller area of the camp proper 

was commonly called"the center"or "the capp" by both 

evacuees and appointed personnel members. Ao the map olGarly 

iiiiaiui lee , ^here was a distinct separation between the areas 

assigned to the Japanese and to the Caucasians. The adminis-

trative area was commonly called "the Ad. area" by both 

Caucasians and Japanese. The terms used' for the evacuee 

residence section were varied and somewhat confusing. The 

apoointed personnel usually referred to it as "the colony" 

although some tesi±s± disliked Ik&i&xx this term because of 

its vague der ogitfratory c mnotation. They also called it 

"the Japanese section^. After the KnErnMoanixjaifntchxnfanasK 

October-November 1943 incident, and the erection of the 

j jin nwlMTt fences^ it was often called "inside" by the stafr 

members who £0 mm only used the expression, 

f ^ g&K " I went inside today", or " I went down in the bolony" 

^ or " I went down in the center". The Japanese usually 

^ referred to their section as frftgxft "the camp" or "the center". 

Some six months or so after segregation they frequently 

called it "the colony" also, at least when spea^dng to a 
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Caucasian. They also used the term "inside the fence" and 

referred to t^nsdmnijmaatiisMimxaixotiHH: a visit to the 

administrative section as "going out to the Ad. area" or 

"going up to the Ad. area". The e was, it should be remarked, 
no noticable difference in altitude between the two areas. 

Xhxnz Th-trrtikri rtpvriTfl-finr em. nt rtartasxscBHiai on anpsx® an m xtoz Ikkhmx 

Mum SbaKOcsiB jBUcnKXiii nui scxa rues ekitk sii dxcnt; msiKaisKi tduDEax 

The difference in appearance between the Caucasian and 

Japanese re si ential sections was most str iking-. The 

Caucasian barracks and apartments and the administration 

buildings were made of wood and pain ed white or green. 

The evacuee barracks were covered with bsLkck tar paper of 

an unpleasant and most depressing appearance. V/hile the 

±k±exhh± internal appearance of the evacuee apartments 

was, by and large, snxhooieserx±ka:xx±ks:±x on a par with ttet of 

other centers, the barracks of the a> pointed personne 1 were 

rented to be among the most pleasantly appointed of any 

project. V/hile lbfrey were by no means luxurious fe^xsmsMx 

the frigidaires, inside t o il et s, soft showers, and wash-basins, 

the linoledm, the fine electric xskxKScc stoves in the family 

apartments, made them appear almost syfexxxty sybaritic to 

the evacuee i t e r a i M domestic workers. 

The chief physical change which segregation brought to 

the Tule Lake center was the erection of a seven foot man-

proof wire fence, topped by three strands of barbed wire 

around that area termed the project center.This fenced 

enclosed the evaouee, administrative, and military sections. 

Along this fence at frequent and regular intervals were large 

watchtowers capable of holding at least four soldiers. These 

towers were equipped with high-powered searchlights. The 

great heavy fenoe , bristling with ffiedLlohWre 



presented a formidable and awesome picture , particularly at 

night when the searchlights were in use. As a preparation 

for segregation and the confinement of evacuees "disloyal to 

the United States" the military police raxxiitaxx guard was 

increased (although, blast it I I never found out what this 

increase was.) 

Previous to segregation this project center had been 

enclosed only fey a four foot barbed wire fence, though which 

the evacuees were allowed to pass freely during the day into 

the rjjuch iLarger area known as the project area x&acx which 

contained the farm, the high hill to the south of the 

project known as Castle R8ek Miich offered a picnic 

soot in summer and slopes for rather perilous makeshift 

skiing in winter time, or to the sewage oond to the north of 

the projeot which effered a surface for skating. At night, 

however, they were required to remain within th projeot center. 

Only four watchtowers overlooked the center and these were 

called "fire-towers", probably out of consideration for the 

vacuees1 feelings. 

Neither before nor directly after segregation was there any 

prohibition on free movemnt between the evacuee residence 

section and the administrative area, except for a brief period 

in 1943 directly after Military Registration when a barbed wire 

fence was erected separating them. For a short time passes 

were required to pass through tlis inner barbed wire fence at 

"VV Oj 

night, but this Dolicy was soon abandoned. The Military /rea , 

however, was fenced off with a four foot barbed wire fence and 

evacuees were absolutely forbidden to enter. KVvv. t^A. 

- After segregations noyyprohibitions were olaced on evacuee 

movements within the man-nroof fence surrounding the oenter. 

b 
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Anyone o xild enter t e a dm ini stradi ve or hospital area at any 

time of the day or night. The restriction on the military 

area, of coarse, remained. Farmers and other workers leaving 

the project center to work in the project area were required 

to show passes and were under some military surveillance. 

After the Oc to ber-November 1943 incident x£ofctafc±iiB®± man 

proof barbed wire topped fences were erected between the 

evacuee area and the administrative area, the hospital area was 

surrounded by a separate fence and a stockade, called Area B 

in the administrative manual, was constructed to the west of 

the hospital. A Similar fence was also built between the 

administrative area and the military area wtefltom^masKaàx-
after the latter had been moved 

fro# a site directly southwest of the administrative area to 

the extreme southeastern ecbhxk corner of the project center. 

The fence between the evacuee residence section and the 

admmni strati ve area was equipped with watchtowers as was the s± 

stockade^'The stockade krew in size* rrom oneflrnf tent 
five barracks, a mess-^11 and a bathhouse. /The final site 

covered about two-thirds of an acre and was feurrounded by 

a fence whioh differed in one detail from tie other fences. 

It had six strands off barbed wire, arranged/to make either 

ingress or egreesd/fiicult. Soldiers mannem the watchtowers 

whioh flanked the/stockade by day and night and the search-

lights were used/ at night^/After the excitement of the ° 

incident had subsided soliders no longer tianned the watchtowers^ 

between the evacuee and administrative se/ctions during the day J 

A night guard/ however, was maintained and the searchlights / 

In Decmfeber of 1943 an additional p i manproof iftence 

was erected between Ward VII and the rfest of the colony 

because th\ administration for a time/considered isolatipng 
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APPEARANCE M P PLAIT OF TULE LAKE OMTllR AFTi.R SEGREGATI01 

The ohief physical change ̂  " ^Tuie Lake centerxac£taac 

bgw^u^-g' ^r T i i - ^ i w a s f \ t h s ayfaootiaF of a seven foot 

man-proof fence topped by three/strands of barbed wire vtiaaaefc-

fey around that aresf acnaxsnity termed the project 

1 O V ^ i-^y 
center. Along this fence, a # e g a i a r intervals were/s g m t 

J at least 
capable o f ho Id ingW fo ur soldiers. These tdsxex 

towers were j 

«quipped with sBSEmBhMigferts: hjigh-powered search lights. 

The great heavy fence^., bristling with green guard posts, 

pre s en or mi dable picture /wlu eh , pippa m rr cah , ftsusotr 

Previous to segregation tilBnsnacnsBxx this project center 

had been suxuhbih: enclosed dnly by a four foot barbed wire 
tie evacuees 

fence, through which ih^epcfefcEy/were allowed to pass 

freely during the day ibiuE'c-jmttAiiiJjjnhrfajgnbdispx:®em®iiKiiaamfensnish®: 

into the much larger arek known as the project area which 

contained the farm^, the gqigafc high hill to the south of 

the project known as Cattle Rook which offered siopes for 

rather taqpsroeri/lous/adc makeshift skiing in winter time, 
•Ca I 

or/\the sewage pond to/t he north of the oroject which offered 

a surface for sfcktins/. At night, however, they wer e reciuired 

to remain within the/ project c^nt er. A (Neither; before n o r ^ ^ 

directly after segregation was there any prohibition on (r ^ Z ^ 

free movement betwefen the evacuee residence sect ion and the 

administrative area/, except for a brief period^directly after 

Military Registration when a barbed wire fence was erected 

kaiteKaEmfchKx separating them. Eor a/b-piof nariad, passes 

were required to pass through this inner barbed wire fence 

and night, but this XBKmsausmxiaiJSOMiBHEd policy was soon 

abandonsd. x^fttCTrxBsqam^ntona The Military area, however, 
I 
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M±m:mtchE]TrxiBxm±annrnitman&c±kx Six months or more after the 

exoitement of the incident had subsided, soldiers no longer 

manned the watchtowe s between the evacuee and administrative 

sections during the day. A night guard, however, was always, 

maintained and the searchlights employed. 

The stoakade grew in size from one Army tent to five 

barracks, a mess-hall and a bathhouse. The final site 

covered about two-thirds of an acre and was surrounded fry a 

fence which differed in one detail from the other fences. 

It had six strands of barbed wire, arranged to make either 

ingress or egress difficult. Soldiers manned the watchtowers 

which flanked the stockade by day and night and the searchlight 

were always employed at night. The stockade continued to be 

used in as a nlace of detiontion from November 1943 until 

August of 1944 when it was abandoned. xiKmffimxisfaaKffls.8iExaB:± 

amgiaiftKtoadixpKBifffticm îpxieeekffifrasi±xsfcx By this time a new 

stockade and a jail had been erected to the west of the 

administrative area. The new stockade, however, never was 

used to fcjKXK detain any evacuees, al tlx ugh the jail was 

used • 

In Dgcelaber of 1943 an additional ifianproof fence \®s 

erected betw. en Ward VII and the rest of the colony because 

the administra ti on for a time considered isolating some of 

the more vociferous xramiiJataaxmi:rafcibxx "trouble-making" families 

in this area. This action was never taken and Mii®iiiSeicsk 

this particular fence was torn down in the late spring of 

1944. 

f U l l I • H i • m w r n m m mmm h 
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so me of the more vociferous "tr cable -makers" in this area. 

This action was never taken and the fence was torn down in the ( 
late spring of 1944. 



After the incident no evacuee Awas ever allowed to 
Cfsr 

leave/^the evacuee residence section w it ho ut a pass. Passes 

were ffiffic fA __ could be had only for legitimate 

business, such as employment in the area, business at the 

admin istrative building or for visits to the hospital. 

If an evacuee were given a pass to the hospital area he 

was not supposed to enter the administrative area, itfxnxx 

No evacuee was allowed to leave the project center/without 

escort except the farmers9bb8: and other workers who w re 

cheoked by t e military/ and who were under some military 

surveillance while they worked. 

For some five months after the incident no Caucasian 

employee was allow ed to enter the evacuee residence 

section without a military escort. Soldiers were stationed 

at the high school area when school opened late in January 

of 1944. Saw/military guard was related gradually, and by 

April of 1944 only the gate pass, described above, was 

requir ed. 

After the incident and for the remaining life of the 

project (to date) ftny non-Japanese who desired to visit the 

project or who was/employed there first was required to 

obtain ner miss ion to enter from the Project Director. He 

would then have to pass the main gate into the project center 

and receive a pais from the military police stationed there, 

who also checked his credentials for entering the project. 

He would then proceed to the army processing office and 

obtain a temporary pass. Later he w aid be given a 

permanent pans. If he were an employee and expected to 

live on the project his finger orints and picture would be 

taken. He then passed the Internal Security station, 

This 

t o b e 



For some five months after the incident no Caucasian 

employeexmara&lswtrQbcfcx was allowed to enter the evacuee 

residence section wifctoout a military escort. Soldiers were 

stationed at the scsksaci hi school area, when school opened 

late in Jama ly of 1944. This liaise was relaxed gradually, 

and !)$• April of 1944 only the paxsoeasKarrx gate pass was 

requir ed. 



*. If 

passing through another gate guarded by Internal Security, 

If he were a newcomer and on foot, he might be asked to 

show his pass. If he were per» riding in an automobile, 

newcomer or not, he was required to leave his name at the 

Internal Security station on entering and leaving Mar 

the project. 

All Caucasians whose work required their presence 

inside the evacuee residence area were required to have 

a special pass to enter. On his way to this area, a person 

might or nmight not pass through the hospital area. If he 

did, he wsnt through more fences, the gates of which, 

however, were not guarded. On arriving at the fence separati: 

the Japanese from the Caucasian section, he would be required 

to show his pass to the military police stationed at the 

gates on going in and on coming out. lor could he leave 

the project center without again showing his pqess to the 

military police. 
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The only other additional significant physical change^ was 

the erection of an entirely new ward Ward VIIX at the east of 

the project to house additional se.gregees who &id not enter 
¿bwt I ? ) 

Tale Lake until February, March^of 1944. While these 

lateoomers came from , • ' W O T 7 v̂—. 

so many of them came from Manzanar y(bhat this Ward became 

9 

commonly known as the Man2anar Section. TfeiiiB imnnflngri.1â -g 

tracks and faoiltties in the new ward were in most respects 

superior to t: ose of'the original Tule Lake. Instead of 

black^±»»*pwwby looking tar paper, they were covered with 

a more îtajBimtiisfTrwyri 1111 itm 1 ilinfcx 11: pleasing grey material. 

The apartments were equipped with small entrance halls. The 
small 

latrinal facilties were far superior, consisting of/jporcelain 

wash basins instead of t h e ^ r o k ^ ^ ed 

large metal wash basin "in which you had to watch another 

persons spit run down under your ffe.ce", v/hich the 
Inhabitants of the 
older part of the cent erwere obliged to use. 

In general then, the most striking difference in appearance 

m s egregati on Tule Lake r s the' MMiMK3\/f6iiC6a'and , after 
•̂ Lî rvvvvcP taV"Ci 

the incident, the multiplicity of fence's whi ch were hurriedly 
pavtly 

erectedAto protect the personnel from the evacuees and 

partly to reassure the staff members, ¿mmm** many of whom wbuld 

have refused to work at the center without the protection 

allegedly afforded by the fence. 



THE ISSUE OF THE STOCKADE DETAINEES 

The de te ntion of the leaders of the Daihyo Sha Ka i and the Negotiating 

Committee whioh ^ « A in it ia tie d on November 14, 1943 fcfaHjfc 

ÍN^^vJU-ík «JUL »n "Gki 6«»— 
em oui m* M aJnna rm n* a&tstax tcra* 11* taint to»* tos i I IliOiiTlimjWF«« fciifo fel 

irportant issue, 1« e., obtaining; their release, 

*e99.»»s«rrf« rjeamadimkjnxrjdnMmi)«» ¿biffs? w » xitx pjx i?ixi ffi» rs* ir£ oartKX gsx m» nserjx rfcifaa m* ih*x xx 

fciaeti mMyxiipxvradn« mKiiBkixvoQifvxicx Hw tBfl'ffP̂ WRr-teEJiissix 
, i 

Ua. -v - ' * Lit (i• ift;,Si P-tm 
Hmmh 1« «¿«nif ioji nm, nn i ly 

\ ' 

Mtiii.i ! i-cUJfc»-enui 8*3 Ed ""TRrtl'̂ pX'illgH lll"W 

• d t M M H , Brom Jfrte December of 1943 until late August of 1944w hen 

JflT thef^Pmmmmtrnz detainees were released unconditionally, an intermittent 

oonfiict was carried on between the administration and various pressure groups 

working for release and b e t w e e n - M m pressure groups in the center, competing 

with each other for the credit and prestige which they believed would accrue 

to t;.hem if they were successful in bringing about release. 

The first uifeatrfe !out » l H M r w w ' w w i y r ' b r n h « 
<ív\ qi^y^tfr^M «^JL^s* 

Kegotiat/ng Committer was initiated in laie tteoyüberJwvnAa group of relatives 

( V V ^ / \ / / i i 7 

^mep and/some oñ the supporter's of the underground presta tus 

ttempt/d kb contact Mr. B O-a-'L 
his /ass is ta nc< i ^ ^ h is ma t te r he y v 

Pobe^tgonjn^^iju inf n^h» 

're not able lo. 

X\tf 9 

he went t© Mrs/. Matsuda* s hofie atyths request of an 

t*"V . Fobe rtson 

nonymous gr & p . The member J of/thii group de sor ibid, the mse lvi 9 to Robe rtson 

/ 1 7 J ix I 

as re la t iv e^ I of the de ta ineafyiind, iooording to rtson, they were " a l l 

about getting rt/op le oi/t of the stockad«. They a iked Robertson 
I I I I 

frfl d8*.tsirfiad lak^wrn, Robertson did so afod Kuratotai, who acted 

for the detaiiees, pr/mieed him that if Inly two/members of the 

Negotiating Jommittee werl released in the colony, tie committee would resign 

and enfcuce tier esidents L hold/another election. Abertsofn, however, was not I \ 1 / I 

able «o get any consideration for this request from % B e g t | # i / 

1 . P . Hankey, Notes, Mar oh) 1944, pp. 66, 6 7 . 
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The first organized effort to bring abouttf the release of 

members of the Negotiating Comdittee was made in late December 

when an anonymous group in the center attempted to contact 

Mr. Robertson. They did not succeed in reaeiiing him until 

January 15 when he waa asked to call at » Mark the Matsudas' 

home. There he met a number of pepple who 

described themselves as relatives of the detainees but who 

also were members of the underground pro-status quo group. 

According to Robertson they werw "all stirred up- about getting 

people out of the stockade and they asked him to talk to the 

detained leaders. Robertson imfcnMm called a number of the 

members of the Negotiating Committee to his office and Kuratomi, 

who acted as spokesman for the detainees, promised him that if 

only two members of the Negotiating Committee were released in the 

colony, the committee would resign and induce the residents to 

hold another election. Robertson, however, was not able to feet 

any consideration for this request from Mr. Best. 1 / 

The second attempt to obtain fcfe* releases was made by the Coordinating 

Committee. Before the referendum election the 

Committee had issued propaganda to the effect that ending the status quo 

was one method by which releases oould be facilitated. The Coordinating 

Committee, however, did not, in truth, desire the release of important 

leaders like Kai and KuratonA. Rather the members hoped to increase their 

prestige by ofetaining the release of men "innocently" detained. They also 

desired the release of minor leaders, wto»** who, the Committee hoped, 

would desert the Daihyo Sha Kai and kelp the Committee gain the confidence 

of the residents and opposition which fc^was meeting from the 

l~ll~~Hankey, Notes, March, 1944, pp. 66 ,67 . 
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underground pro-Daihyo £ha remnants wJuus (among which was the group which 

had appealed to Mr. Robertson)* The Coordinating Committee was ffcsuccessful 

in obtaining the release of about 35 men e one of whom were minor leaders 

like Shimiru, Mori and Kimura* Some oi these released leaders, it i 3 said, 

did attempt to assist the cause of the Coordinating Committee» Others, 

like Kimura, immediately set themselves to doing all they could to 

bring about the release of Kai , Kuratomi, Sx$i Sugimoto and the ether 

leaders whom the Coordinating Committee regarded es enemies. In any case, 

the Coordinating Committee lost out in its attempt to gain the support of 

the residents and with its resignation in mid-April its importance as a 

faction attempting to use the release of the internees to its advantage 

disappeared. 

the csoip the men were released from the stockade» 

• 
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Mr. Tsuda, the ex-chief of evacuee police and prominent 

Dalhyo Sha Kai leader mac next took up the cause of the 

detainees in energetic fashion. Tsuda,who had also been 

confined in the stockade^was released on Apfril 7. According to 

hia ofan account he left the stockade with the avowed intent of 

devoting all of his efforts to o b t a i n ^ e release of Kai, Kura-

tomi and the other leaders. To this end he joined forces with 

Mitsuho Kimura, Mori and ShimAzo, ex-detainees who had been 

released previously. Tsuda and Kimura particularly 

talked to Mr. Best whenever he would see them and kept up constant 

inxtomomxJb^ of their friends. They 

met with no success. Tsuda then decided to solicit the aid of 

Mr. Tateishi. Tateishi waw also an ex-detainee but since his 

release had obtained a position as advisor to Mr. Best. He had 

an office in the administration building and also an office 

in the colony oalled the "fiesearch Bureau". Tsuda hoped to get 

the influential Mr. Tateishi to plead the cause of the detainees 

with Mr. Best and since Tsuda did not have a pass to the admin-

istrative area, he ta?mtit reasoned that Mr. Tateishi was in a much 

better position to bring the issue before Mr. Best at frequent 

intervals. Tateishi, however, was also eager to establish 

a s k e d Kimura, ShimizU and Mori to wArk 

v in his clff ice. Tsuda, not trusting Tateishi,\ advised his f i e n d s 

to accept this offer so that tMby could keep in eye on Tateilhi. 1 

This pro-fled to be an unwise more on Tsuda*s pelrt for Tateishi. 

apparently did or was able to/do nothing to fufcher the release of 

the detainees and his office/or "Research Bureku" was becoming 

increasingly notorious in tlje xnimqixax center jas a reputed /"inu" 

Meanwhile, the Re segregation Group had not\>een idfce. \ 
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tfRxnoxnafintaftiinriox Due to hie apparent friendliness with Mr. Best he vas 

rapidly becoming known as an inu . According to Tsuda, TateishiriMpBtl that 

i f he could get on good terras with the Jerome faction^ the supporters of 

Kai and Kuratond, he could wyadicate the suspicion that he was a stool-

pigeon» Accordngly, W^asked Kimura, Simitu, Mori and some other BKiohKnxx 

i f parsers whom he thoughtwere members of the Jeroras faction to work in 

his office. Tsuda, not trusting Tateistf., advised his friends to accept this 

offer m that they oculd keep an eye on Tateishi. 1 / This proved to be an 

unwise move on Tsuda's part for Tateishi apparently did or was able to do 

nothing to further the release of the detainees and his office or "Research 

l u n Bureau" waxntaa** became increasingly notorious in the center as a 

reputed "inn joint 

the underground pro-Daihyo Sha Kai 

group had become known as the Resegregatiojj Group through the ^onsorsiiip 

of the Akashi petition of late Maroh 1944. The muakaxx leadersof this 

group had kept up unceasing propaganda that peace would not ccme to the 

camp unless the men were released from the stockade. 

1 . ib id . , April 18, 1945, pp. 3-4. 
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A special committee had been formed to work for tiw- release^&£ 

t>i*ii»iLLJlfittii. This committee was called the Saiban-iin 

(Law Suit Committee) and is alleged to have been composed of 

leaders erf" the Resegregation Group^ 1 / Tne early activities of 

this committee are not known• 

-trtBgmgTwmfaariMry Tsuda, however, was on good teims with the 

Saiban-iin t with the relatives of the detainees and with the 

Resegregation Group in general during April and May of 1944. 

MnwBTBi^ As the weeks and months passed and Tsuda was able to 

accomplish nothing, he began to lose the support afxttai and 

confidence of the relatives. Moreover, he mirtiiiiHBBtnfcnxiiiEiliiiM 

refused to join the ^segregation (group and thereby incurred 

suspicion 
t h e / o f the leaders. When Tsuda saw himself losing 

he could look for little cooperation from Mr. Best he considered 

the ppssibility of getting legal aid of the detainees. He was 

Still on 

at least outwardly friendly terms with the leaders of the 

Resegregation Group and asked the advice of Mr. ffiachibana and 

Mr. Wakayama 04 this matter. They ad1*±sed against this proceedure. 

1 / 

Then, in early June, the Resegregationist leaders and the 

Saiban-iin decided to me±± obtain 

the nervices of a lawyer« « d ^imultaneous3^UrJitiated a smear 

campaign against Mr. Tsuda spB^ading libellous gossip about him^ 

the most serious accusation being that he was a dog. The ixlkiah: 

initiative in the matter of contacting a lawyer was taken by 

Kiyoshi Okamoto a recently arrived transferee from Ht. Mountain. 

At Heart Mountain Okamoto had been chairman of the ^feir Play 

Committee and had mrp had experience tTiyrnwrTTtBroAdb̂ mî mî RtiWY 

1 . ibid . , March 6, 1945,*p. 8 . 
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with the ACLU. Okamoto, it i s ^ a * , Suggested that the stockade 

detainees contact the ACLU. Data are contradictory as to whether 

the -apTMiâirairrfiTCriTncifalgTtifcrtlMiJWll̂  mwy»»nix 

idea of gbtaining the services of a lawyer initiated in the 

stockade or with OKamoto and the Saiban-iin. Both Kuratomi 

and Sugimoto insist that the detainees did not "know anything 

about the actual hiring of the attorney" aiid that the initiative 

was taken by persons in the colony, 1 / Mrs. Matsuda, on the 

other hand,stated on May 23 that the boys in the stockade had 

sent out 15 signatures requesting the hiring of a lawyer. 2 / 

In any case, the relatives of the detainees wefe called together 

by Okamoto and the Saiban-iin and were told that the detainees 

wished their case taken to court. Okamoto and the SaihaAjifix 

Saiban-iin are said to have placed all responsibility ixxttimx 

upon the relatives. Having gainedthe consent of 

1 . ibid . , Sept. 18, 1944, 2 , 10. 
2 . ibid . , May 23, 1944, p. 1. 



«nxia* frxnjfr Some tin» in the spring of 1944 however, i«»i*»*nijgiib:icMQn£*»tn?oi 

ssisilieuirroliK ibtaamtfoiRrnotomaiBXoiî ax a speoia i Qommittee wag formed to 

work for the release of the detainees. This committee wag oa lied the 

Sa iban-iin/ ( T£w Suit Committee) and according to Kumtomifc was oomposed of 

ik of the Pe se grfega tion Group, l / 

It was % . Tsuda , the -cjiisf of e^rtfuei police ajafl) prorniemnt / y 

D a ihyo Shir Ka j leaderxwio had ¿himself been confined in tlie stockade , who 

ix> t o ok oa u n e x t / ^ » took i^p/the, cause of tht detainees in energetio fashion. 

1. Correspondence with Kuratomi, June 6, 1945. 
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the relatives, the Baiban-iin began to solicit donations from the 

residents to meet the expenses of the proposed law suit • According to &ura tomi^ 

^ m m m ^ the Besegr got ion Group 8 imulta neously be Kan a oampaign to raise 

funds "which was very confused in that the majority of the people thought the 

money was to be used for the Case exclusively whereas in foot only $500 .00 was 

forwarded to the S»iban-iin." ¡J( ¿t-*-*^ v**» /Ca-p 

The ACpJ was aooordingl;/ contacted gxgttxfryrTiTrofrTDtWDciaxrixtâ  ̂  nbommvn&x 

and early in June asked for permission to send 

• n attorney to Tut T*ke to irwnnrtAx investigate the stookade situation. 

itttxmBMUniftxB« Hsifpirrttiii main*»* n? inisamMiiJ^r^ 

Myer ^itn i ui , refused BfMfjlXN XNttMX tttHLcnamiAfftx ipgrmu nrxmraiK tffitnflBmxfo-frffy 

jiUxlffxribEhx this first request and Mr. Besig, the X£ H I ACUJ attorney did not 

get permission to oome until the week of July 12« This, however, was shortly 

after the mutacxaf murder of Hitomi when the residents and the administrative 

personael were in a gtate of great tension. Nevertheless,Besig was able to 

talk to several of the stookade detainees and Okamoto, according to * Caucasian 

informant, niMtiAxaxaambrnKnipifcrlhfaaaanaita—axainritlMmialadcnttaniiMKiMtmajc arranged 

interviews for him with several men already released from the stookAde and with 

relatl1 

the ACLU determined to bring a habeus corpus suit agpl net the WRA. 

iitxmidbtdbihyyx>M»waiiweg /mBumnttnfaqctaBff xwftHawa »toifataqx 

news lor mm wain several men aireaay reieasea rrom xne stookAde ana with 

<-<7-0 cuJC*JL 'Z, JZjL+rCXl* jc^rgu* C^ftL* eu^U^^^v^trw 
Lves ofQthe men still detained« ¿/^Qn "tne basis of the information gained, ' 

s me 

wswtaaBrasoTihttnqpegre six&tedTTüuixaaMisitóeifcíú iba «narnt imtátyx 

ju^ oampaign carried on against Tsuda by the I ^segregation \ / \ y \ / ] 
ve begun simultaneously witl^the x&aaxaftiSkai ct ^ominajoe of 

i\atiwf of the detainees and the Saiban-iir». The\frief ob» 

The 

group appears to ha 

Okamoto over the re 

jeot of the qÉuopaign^was t X g i v e ^suda a camp wide^^putation ají a dqg«\¿ 

Stories were' spread to the ef$bct that the detainees had lost confidaape 

1* Correspondence with Kuratomi, June 6 , 1945* 

2 . R. Hankey, Notes, July 12, 1944, p . 4« 
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On the evefcing of July 12, the day on which Mr. Besig left Tule Lake, 

Mr. Leckliter, the project attorney «RRdadmfidntchaLx attended a meeting of 48 

evacuees, said to be relatives of the detainees* Mr. Okamoto presided« 

Leckliter was questioned as to -why Mr. Besig had been asked to leave the project/ ' 

and explained that the administration could allow no one to interfere with 

the investigation of the Hitomi murder« Lekkliter was also asked why the 

detainees would have no visitors and replied that the icriJutaiBtauttCirmm 

Jyl4-1-2 nAxaiakfesmaauxapt administration would allow visits only on its own discretion* 1 / 

Shortly 

BfcglltnqjUByv/after this meeting was held Okamoto was arrested and taken to 

Yreka to be tried for sedition in connection with his activities axxtka aa 

chairman of the Fair Play Committee* He was gixattmEm*setonMBXtt£ngi»eEixsikmyiiaitex 

found guilty of •testKBttfeJoK obstructing selective service and given a sentence 

of several years/^&^x in priscn* jgP 

The smear campaign earried on against Tsuda by the Resegregation Group 

appears to have begun simultaneously with the dominance of Okamoto over the 

relatives of the detainees and the Saiban-iin. The chief object of the ^ 

campaign was to give Tsudai a camp wide reputation as 'a dogA Stories 

spread to the effect that the detainees had lost confidence in Tsuda because ' JUfr+4. 
he hadbeen able to accomplish nothing, that he had advised them not to seekj(aid; 

I>nw Jill til irtftiTi and that he was carrying out the wishes of Mr. Best rather than 

Jn-19-l aiding his fallow evacuees. 1 / ¿/Tsudfc's frequent visits to Best were ptotntnx 

Jn-24-1 
khaniiigkkx«* interpreted as xAsAtoaxnaul« sessions in which k* Tsuda served as 

informer/ or inu, A great deal was made of Tsuda's apparent intimacy with 

Tateishi who by early Ju**e of 1944 km±miakimwBdt was regarded widely as one of 

\ 

the worst inu in ca*ip. Tsuda, an adept politician, was not slow in perceiving 

his danger* H«xat^i^**{bcifa»ni«TOxnkra8ixffi^ Mc* 

He put pressure on Tateishi and convinced him 

a . that he should otic close his b w a P K notorious £xa* "Research Bureay"« He then 
1 . i b i d . , July 14, 1944, pp. 1-2. 

2 . TET3 . , June 19, 1944, p . . l ; June 24, 1944, p . 1* 
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visited Mr. Taohibana, told Taohibana that he had prevailed upon Tateishi to 

close the Research Bureau and said: " I want you to use your influence to tm stop 

this inu talk , " The inu talk, however, increased rather than decreased, whereupon 

Tsuda called on Mr. Taohibana ag^in and told him that i f the talk did n<fc stop 

laohfebananxoTxfcxJngntnkbxx he would see that Taohibana got his head beaten in . 

Taohibana, of courB«, denied any part in the gossip campaign. 1 / 

I t continued unabated. Since tides the BaiapttMaxrtxttotosnjttiittOT^ 

pat craze of inu hatred was at its height during this period the slfegBi&Bnsn 

Kgftiftsfcx accusations against Tsuda were widely believed and eventually he was 

forced to withdraw from overt participation in politic» althgebher, leaving the 

field entirely to the Resegrggation Group. 

8b In mid-July a new factor entered into the issue of stookade release. 

The detainees went on a hunger stfrtke which^they stated^ they w w l d not abandon 

until they had all been released unconditonally. |The relatives of tJ>A£asting 

men were greatly perturbed and the Salb&nyli^ grewimxious over w^it egftoct the 

hunger strike raiiht have on the suit conteajplkted by the ACLU. On July «0 Mr. 

returned to Tule Lai« but 

the WRA allowed/him to ntkft interview only Evacuees to whom he had spMcen on 

his previous v i l i t . 2 Taohibana, howefer, »aAxn*p*B«nK sent a personal message 

to Besig asking him to proceed w i W t h e euit desUt» the hunger sttike. 3 / 

I t is very prolablf that Taohibana was speaking ior the Saiban-lin when he sent 

this message. |A& the hunger strife© continued intb August,>the perturbatioi of 

\ / I ' 

the relatives increased. Tsuda i s said to h&ve tdld a Caucasian that kexsfafcrBdnx 

sotw of the relatives considered him responsible fir the state of affairs aid 

that he feared i^r his safsttf. 4 / tturtMromgflyndimteatftdky 
xi«B(birj5 f 

%m KWBXBtmffcKB^ TmieBrwdra*tom*toixiikfli n*raw«*i*»axl|cx7 

Ksoiiobqudnxx / \ / \ 

W|iy gtT'»*» ̂ •^•VwntrnlcrtThMcrrATBflimKirtm^ * 

aAari.BdbBtJS»tfcgmixtomgtaim«iyxBaĉ  1 . i b i d . , April 18, 1945, p. 4. 

2 . T E H . , Jy. 30, i * 1944, p . lj July 31, 1944, p . X. 

3 . TO?., July 30, 1944, pp. 7-8. 

4 . T H 3 . , Aug. 11, 1944, p. 2 . 
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The hunger strike created a serious dilemma for the rafefeaxxxBixife« Saiban-iln. 

The group, dominated by Resegregationist leadersjhad been pressuring for the 

refe ase of the detainees. Newrtheless, they also looked forward to the 

embarrassment which a law s^it wtauld cause the administration and Mr. Best 

and it was their hope that such a suit might result in the resignation of 

Mr, Best and the appointment of a new administration whom they hoped would be 

more favorable to the Resegregati cnis t point of view. They begin to fear that 

if ths strike wsowix«4)aBdbair brought about release the suitAwouldbe abandoned, 

fix Morwrer, they themselves were under considerable pressure from the relatives 

of the fasting iron,who would not be inclined to sit by calmly i(Bffl»^the detainees 

starved to dsath, merely to embarrass the administration. Consequently, when 
V \ 

Mr. Besig returned to Tule Lake on July 30, Mr. Tachibana sent him a personal 

message asking him to proceed with the suit cfeapite the hunger strike and 

emphasiting dtiaKtoctehsixitetelnRBsax (with ndauthority whatever from the detainees) 

that the detainees were determined to proceed with the suit. 1 / Tachibana 

was very probably speaking for the g,iban-iln when he sent this messagp. 

the hunger s t r i k e c < s * i i * n u e d7#nio -Auçue^r't pertur tJh 

of the relatives in< Tsuda is /èiad to have\ol^'a ÇiCucasian, tha^r 

fcrYthe state ofV-f^irs and abme \>f the relativeconsider«^ hinr responsible f or 

that h\feared for ftis safety. Z/\f X\ 

cit\the unconditional release \>f the detaipees l!n iVte Augus/, (the IfitUv the unconditional release >of the de tail 

"•ion^j Re s s gr ega tiViift leaders saw thei^ ho^es ef legal action^ gainst tfiaJwRA gax 

jiixacx -X'aiiinf rapidly. 

Just previous to Mr. Besig's visit of July 50 an unknown group in the 

colony began to circulate a petition for the release of the detainees, fills 

*e dJfcad^i tf ef mm**** tdd j ^ ^ f e M s t r 

Kuratomi stated that itoxiKaBKtoteeixfta îimmiri»* the Saiban-iirx brought^ressu re 

on the xixxxixx circulators of the petition to withhold it until after Besig's 

1 . ibid . , July 30, 7-8-44 

mm 
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arrival ,»fllnxn*hk*h implying that the S*iban-iin <i d not wish the release of the 

j j t W t o w T T C . i 

detainees to be accompllgh^ftim %iua mmh^m» After Mr. Besig 3 arrival the petition 

was mysteriously dropped and was *B*Bxnpar«B«ntBAnx not presented to the administration« 

StamBmlqpxsftiNi mrvfc<d*n*»xfch«fc mMps 

y »nxdiiafbyn30*rrJb JtWvnutiterota tK&xKx pe iMrtfcwsmfcaxipt&pmXaa^n^ra^^ 

tka. jdTKfcfcyjtmg' mntt̂ HAmmtuvimtim 

As the hunger stike continued into August, the 

perturbation of the relatives increased. Tsuda is said to have told a Caacasian that 

seme of the relatives considered him responsible for the state of affairs and that 

-44 he feared for his safety. 2 / 

With the unconditional release of the detainees in late August, the 

Resegregationi6t leaders saw their hopes of legal action against the WRA fading 

rapidly* x^moiwmknttMxiihMtmjmamfciro^ Some of the relatives wrote Besig, asking 

for his advice and some, ktxins 

probably ardent Re segregationists, wrote to the detaineesj^nbt to jfenxaxfcx leave 

the stockade. The detainees, howovor, were in no mood to endure more impris6nment# 

•KMir&fbcibfeay Moreover, juuunitndKg insisting on remaining in the stockade was 

m manifestly a ridiculous thing to do. After segeral weeks of talking about 

bringing a suit against the WRA despite the release, the Stsaibaiw*fe3cra«BKnbcfchaDcmx 

CKa. * o** 
ps»p*B86iTgaver up. The ACLU had informed them that the chanches of winning such 

0 * y 
a suit were »mfctoiiniteaatax t v e g & g i ] » ] * 

leaders 
The stockade issue thereupon coime to a c l o s e T h e Resegregationistx/and the 

had 

Saiban-iin tauticAg/gained considerable puestige and power/airi^n&Bm^iafqttc^xi^^ 

ii»mtiii&feymx¥«aimxii*iixta* Tsuda, their most powerful rival 

Resegregationist now hoped to ^jtdawfiMutsiAmx^hxttflrfocmxfix join forces with Kai and 

Kuratomi and clinch their domination over the camp. 

1 • xiib fcatay nutokflreft&yx 1 ¿AAyxpx mi gfrx 

I . Correspondence with Kuratomi, July 6, 1945. 

£. ikkjU^x R. Hankey, Notes, Ang. 11, 1944, p . 2. 



U»VbLO?lt- Ml Jt TRANiift.ffcE ATTlTUlba PRIOR To THb FARM ACUlflLNT 

The transfer®©a on whose statements the following analysis 

of pre-farm aooldsnt attitudes Is based did not, for the most 

part, take an active part in the activities of the pressure 

group. About half of them were of neutral convictions, sympa-

thising with the resentments of the people, supporting some of 

the statements of the pressure group and orltloialng others* 

Two were aotlvo supporters and one an active opponent. Three 

others, while not "agitators" were definitely sympathetic* 

Roughly half oame from Gila where the writer hsd most pre-segre-

gation contact®. rihe Ollsns, on the whole, topk little part In 

the formation of the pressure group* 

8y tho generally accepted Irrevocability of the act of 

segregation as f orcefully expressed by the vvHA Administration, 

those parsons who oame to Tule Lake were strongly Impressed with 

the faot that they had made a decision which would be extremely 

difficult if not Impossible to retract. It Is Impossible to 

estimate what proportion of the transferees from other centers 

had definitely made up their minds to re turn to Japan regardless 

of the outoome of the war. It 1s Indisputable that some were 

still undecided, having come to Tulo Lake to escape military 

service or because they were alarmed by the Increasing RA pres-

sure toward relocation. However, the enthusiasm and the militant 

attitude of that proportion of the transferees who had fully 

mads up their minds to return to Japan was so overwhelming, that 

individual transferees who had other motive* were forced either 

to dissemble and profess similar attitudes or suffer social 

ostracism. Very few took the latter course. 



c 

mi * | » • 

The overt step of segregation gave sincere Individuals a 

powerful conviction of self-respect and morale. It was perhaps 

their first major opportunity to regain self-respect since the 

initiation of evacuation. They had done with shilly-shallying, 

ihey had made their final deoision and irrevocably turned fyom 

America to Japan. To them, Tule Lake offered an opportunity 

for a new existence, a plaoe where they might prepare themselves 

for life in Japan, a place where they might live with individuals 

of like opinion and be rid of the company of the indecisive fence 

sitters, the koomorl (bats), neither flesh nor fowl, who could 

not make up their minds to support either the United States or 

Japan and who made up a large proportion of the individuals who 

remained in the relocation centers after the first egress of the 

nisei. No longer, they were sure, would they be angered and 

annoyed by the presence of the inu, the stool-pigeons who ran 

tattling to the Administration. Instead, they anticipated a 

camp where all the people would be of one mind. It is under-

standable that in the face of this vigorous and idealistic atti-

tude, persons who had reserved their final decision maintained 

a politic silence. 

a gentle klbei girl saidt 

"All during the trip all the people coming from Gila -
all they talked about was how things were going to be in Tule 
Lake. There wouldn't be any more lnua; no more Yes-Yes. They 
were so glad when they saw the camp. The people came here with 
such high hopes and they got so little. . . 

"When we saw the oamp there was a bunch of boys on a potato 
truck. The* pointed. 'That's Tule , ' they said, men I saw it 
tears came to ray eyes. It was the first step towards Japan and 
George (her husband whom she hoped to join In Tule) would be 
here and everything. I really thought this camp was going to 
be much different than Gila . n l 

I R. Hankey, Hotes. July 19, 1944, p. 3 . 
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Another kibei woman of very militant mind wrotei 

"We oame to Tul@ Lake with great expectation and high hopea 
to be able to Join our fellow Japanese subjects whose ideas and 
future thoughts. Desire to return to our mother country at her 
emergencies and to serve her were the main purpose in seeking 
repatriation and expatriation."1 

A nisei girl saidc 

"At the relooat1 on camp there were so many that were loyal 
to America. We felt people with the same kind of mind (persons 
who were all of one mind) would be assembled here."2 

It was now possible, and in fact, obligatory, to express 

loyalty to Japan. The expression of such sentiments would no 

longer be followed by incarceration in Leupp or Santa Fe. Atti-

tudes like the following were no doubt coranon to mary segregeea. 

From an ex-Santa Fe Internees 

"We oame here for the purpose of repatriation so thatiwe will 
be on the pxlority list to be segregated to Japan. We may change 
our feeling after the war, but for the time being, we must rely 
on the bmperor or Japan, not on the united states government* 

"Our loyalty la to Japan. Naturally we are very earnest 
about it. Some Japanese say thev are still loyal to the United 
States, but I don*t believe i t . H O 

From an older niseis 

"vie who were segregated as unloyal must be considered he art 
and soul Japanese and for Japan."* 

A kibei leader of the pressure group which formed soon after 

segregation expressed his sentiments as followsi 

11 We expected the same status. We expect*-* the same kind of 
9:roup - all fipin« back to J*p*m. *ve believed that aitfjgaturally 
thought this would be a peaceful* colony....Those fellows who said 
Ho-Ye8 or NO-NO and do not repatriate fooled this country (U.S.A) 
and fooled the government.M® 

ilbid . , July 18, p. 2 . 
^ibld. . July 19, p. 4 . 
3 lb ld . . May 21, p. 1 . 

**** From a MS prepared by JYK, p. 7 . 
5 n . Hankey, notes. Sept. 11, 1944, pp. 1 , g. 



A very shrewd nisei transferee* who carefully kept himself 

out of all poll tie al entanglements expressed his opinion of the 

attitude of these militant sagregees neatly and concisely? 

"When they cam© here they thought it was going to be a 
Japane so Utopia. The resentment that arose was brought on by 
their feeling of frustration." 1 

In some individuals this attitude led to an abhorrance of 

all things thought to be American and an idealisation of all 

things thought to be Japanese. On arriving at Tule Las.ce many 

nisei and kibel made a conscious attempt to turn their minds from 

"American ways of thinking and acting to Japanese ways of thlnktog 

and acting." Individuals were affected in varying degrees. Some, 

while complying outwardly, kept their true opinions to themselves; 

some embraced this attitude with stern earnestness} in soms it 

grew to fanaticism. Outward expression of this attitude manifested 

itself on many minor occasions. Nisei social dances were broken 

up by kibel demonstrations* Attendance at American movies was 

frowned upon. If any person were courageous or rash enough to 

speak favorably of a custom or ideal considered American, he would 

Inevitably invite criticism and perhaps physical violence. 1'hres 

men made the following interesting revelations of their conscious-

ness of this psychological change in themselves. 

A younger Americanised lssel saldt 

"Previous to segregation 1 felt like an American and acted 
like an American. After segregation I could not help myself. 
In everything, I began to ¿Uink and act like a Japanese. X was 
working on Internal Security then and had always gotten along 
with the Caucasians, but my mind was Just turned around. The 
administration Just couldn't understand m* and lost confidence 
in me."2 

1 l b l d . . Sept. 17, p . 1 . 
2 R . Hankey, Notes. May S3, p. 6 . 
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Another kibe13 

"But if I 'm going to be a Japanese I 'm going to be pur© 
Japanese and not American at all. I didn't used to be like this« 
But now X just see this camp from the Japanese point of view 
only. As a Japanese» 1 got to do it this way«"* 

The non-realization of this Utopian dream was probably the 

most important psychological motivation of the leaders whose 

activities produced the sociological explosion of late October 

and November of 1943. There were other very important resentments 

having to do with the Inferior facilities of Tule Lake when 

compared to the Relocation Centers which were shared to some extent 

by transferees and old residents of 'rule Lake. These grievances 

of a more practical nature were taken up and used as fully as 

possible by the pressure groups but the emotional compulsion 

which led men to step forth, brave and wrath of the Administration 

and the Army and suffer imprisonment in the stockade was furnished 

by the psychological need to be recognised as Japanese, to be 

distinguished once and for all from the fence-sitters and be rid 

of their presence in camp. Thip desire for uniform status headed 

the list of the pressure group's demands to the administration. 

Though this sentiment was probably felt in some degree by 

most of the transferees, it should not be imagined that it was 

unanimous. To many of the old Tuleans it was illogical and had 

no significance at all . nevertheless, it was the most vigorous, 

most deeply felt ai d, emotionally, the mo*t significant of the 

complex of attitudes held by the members of the pressure group 

and undoubtedly, one of the strongest contributing factors to the 

support this group received from the transferees. 

1 i b l d . , hay 18, p. 3 . 
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IIIAILLUAIOHMI.M'1 OF THT LLKALLFFRA - QRCMA gg HOSTILITY TOWARD OLD 

TULb LAKE FQPULATXON 

Those of the transferee a who had hoped to establish and 

become part of a genuine segregation oenter soon were bitterly 

disappointed, The old population of Tule Lake did not respond 

at all to the crusading spirit of the new-comers. To begin 

with, almost one-fifth of the population of old Tule Lake refused 

to answer the questionnaire at the time of registration, accord-

ing to a statistical survey made JJecember 5 , 1943 there were still 

/ 

1128 unauthorised residents in osmp at that time, There is evi-

dence that these persons, who had managed to convince the WRA 

hearing committees that they were "disloyal" to the United States, 

did not at first attempt to conceal their practical motives for 

remaining in Tule Lake from the transferees. However, when they 

remarked to the new-comers that they had stayed in Tule to await 

the end of the war before deciding where they wished to live or 

to get out of the draft they were met with an amazement which 

rapidly developed into hostility. The number of old Tuleans who 

actually were undecided as to loyalty or were neither Wo-Mo, 

repatriate or expatriate was greatly exaggerated by the trans-

ferees. Some transferees conceived and spread the idea that the 

old Tuleans were lku.llnashl (spineless), that they were willing 

to take anything from the Administration, that on the whole, 

they did not wish to return to Japan. Certain transferees decided 

that WKA had perpetrated, a deceitful trick, putting them down 

in a oenter purported to be for segregees only and actually 

populatea by a large number of "yes-Yes" people, still "loyal to 

the United States." Oone was the dream that in Tule Lake thero 



would be no more conflict of opinion on "loyalty" no more fence-

sitters, no more inu. 

«any of the transferees and a still larger part of the old 

'lulean population were not affeoted in this manner and kept to 

the opinion that after all , everybody in Uiule Lake should be 

treated as if they really wished to return to Japan, but certain 

minorities, particularly among the transferees from Jerome and 

Topaz, felt that the situation could not be tolerated. How this 

«entirent affeoted the development of the pressure group and 

the demands made to the Administration will be discussed later 

in its proper place. 

The following verbatim statements made by transferees from 

Gila, Jerome, Topaz and Manzanar throw some light on the psycholo-

gical effect of the discovery that many of the old Tuleans did 

not think as they did* 

rrom a letter written by a kibei woman, an active "agitator" 

from Jeromes 

"Mien we learned the facts of failure on the part of the 
wra to carry out this as a segregation center, that many a loyal 
ones still remained here in large numbers and many uncertain in 
statust the Mo-Yes, the Yes-No, the non-registrants, this, the 
dump, certainly was no place for us. . . . 

"To make this center livable as possible as we have been 
privileged in other center, to ascertain a certain status as a 
repatriate and expatriate not to be dealed alike with the other 
uncertain element. It was the feeling and the opinion of the 
segregees to form a central committee to carry out these above-
mentioned facts for the benefits of our own and felt it most 
necessary to ascertain a certain status as we previous had 
expected. . . . 

"What the former Tuleans or the uncertain ones thought at 
this time 1 have no idea* but the segregees were all for i t . " * 

A nisei girl from Topaz, too young to take any part in 

political activity gave her reaction as follows. Her remarks 

1 H . Hankey, Motes. July 18, 1944, pp. 2-3. 
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on the Co ••op ftPo particular noteworthy, since thoy were siiared 

by many transferees. 

"Another thing that struck us was the great number of Yes-
Yes people and people who hadn't registered who were here. We 
had expected just one group and had expected to run this camp as 
we wanted to. Me had high hopes of that. . . 

"We notloed the people here were so easy going and let everjfr 
thing up to the Administration, and didn't bother to put in 
their viewpoints or anything. 

"Especially about the Co-op. It was so different from the 
otiier Co-ops. We were shocked to see all the vegetables, potatoes 
and luxuries like cosmetics and desserts, because at Topae we 
just had simple oupoakes and one kind of cook^y and things like 
that. We didn't have varieties there and yet that was adequate 
for us there. 

"At first it was so new to us and so long since we had gone 
to a store that we were glad. But as time went on we noticed 
that it wasn't so good, That was one way of wasting our money 
as well as giving the government an opportunity of not feedlmz 
ua . " i 

At a later interview this same young woman gave the following 

apt description of the segregees' feelings toward the old Tuleans. 

For all it s briefness this is a shrewd statement and gives an 

excellent picture of the attitude of the more idealistic segregeess 

"Most of the former Tuleans who are here, they're the type 
that are never for anything. They're always saying, ' I f only we 
would be quiet, it would be all right, why make troublet' Maybe 
i t ' s because they're country people. A lot of them are Saeramerto 
farmera. 

"They're always saying, 'Before you people came it was this 
way and that way.' v-e try to explain to them but they don't get 
it through their heads." 2 

A young kibei girl from 011a saldt 

"There were some families here - old Tuleans - who said, 
"We haven't decided whetner we're going back to Japan yet. Our 
boys Just refuaed to register. ' I told my parents, 'Oee, they 
just stayed here. They didn't want to go out. ' 1 don't have 
much respect for them."3 

HHHIBHHH gjBV 

xJuly 18. ib id . , p. 1 . 
2 l b l d . . Aug. 7 , p . 2 . 
3 l b l d . . July 19, p. 3 . 
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A young niaei girl from Olla, definitely not a supporter of 

the pressure group, said» 

"At the relocation oamp there were so many that were loyal 
to Amerlpa. We felt people with the same kind of mind would be 
assembled here. But we found 5,000 Yes-Yea here- They (the 
tranafereea) thought they should be kicked out . " 1 

A young niaei man from VWy.-i . who became involved 

in the pressure group after it was established, stated! 

"That18 a very important point. I think about 7,000 people 
were left here. Among those people there is quite a number who 
have no intention of going to Japan. Fossibly half of them should 
go out of camp."* 

An older niaei from Manz&nar, who, although he did not arrive 

in oamp until February, admitted that he had corns to the conclu-

sion that tnis attitude was very important, saids 

"By gathering the news from the people, I think it amounts 
to this. I presume the people who came here as segregees from 
various centers were very much surprise ì to see the large amount 
of people of different status remaining in camp. You have to 
take into consideration the feeling of the segregees. 

K . , an internee from Leupp, who also did not arrive in camp 

until after the outbreak of trouble, wrote such a detailed, honeet 

account of his first reaction to the presence of the loyal group 

that it should be included he res 

"Let us not forget the political side of the question. W® 
who were segregated as unloyal must be considered heart and soul 
Japanese and for Japan, iet amongst us the WKA has permitted 
the loyal group to remain. if or what purpose we do not know unless 
their re si dm ce is permitted in order to employ the* at spies* 
This is one of the sore spots requiring immediate attention. 

"The greater majority of these so—called loyals are not 
truly patriotic. They've declared themselves loyal because of 
personal reasons; the greatest of which is to avoid the conscrip-
tion into the Japanese Military Forces in the event when exchange 
of prisoners of war is speedily oarried out. But should they 
remain in the U. S. by swearing allegiance, they would escape 

ibid . , p* 4» 
2 l b i d . . July 50, p. 4 . 

ibid . , p . 8 . 
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that fear of being conscripted since this government then was 
deferring all Japanese nationals to 40 and 4F. So they did and 
considered themselves wise and safe, laughing at those who 
hastily renounced tneir loyalty to the country of their birth. . . . 

"This Wo-Yes-No group Is doubly despised by the true adher-
ents to Japan and to their Emperor• They are neither Americans 
nor Japanese. They are men without a country. 

"Mow to further crowd this oamp with such opportunists of 
Mo-Yes-No, would create trouble. Therefore their admittance 
here will be greatly deplored, We do not want them. Those 
amongst us now ou^ht to be thrown into a oamp of their own. . . . 

" Is it not palpable the Administration.. . .is making a critical 
mistake of grouping people of contra-political beliefs here at 
Tule Lake? The demand to remove the loyals out of this camp 
has only been partially met. 1 hope for the good of all concerned, 
further augmentation of the loyals with the No-Yes-No group from 
various camps will not be permitted under any circumstances. We 
do not care to mingle with the degenerates."1 

At a later date, expressed his opinion more specifically 

on the old Tuleans. The accusations that they held the key 

positions in employment, that they were given preference in obtain-

ing Jobs and that they stayed at Tule Lake to make money were 

widely believed and repeated. 

"The people from the Sacramento Valley are staying here 
today. Perhaps they knew each other so well, they didn't want 
to be parted. . . .To avoid the trouble of paoklng and moving 
to another camp and living among strangers again. And those who 
were doing a good business here - you can't blame them. V3iy not 
remain here and keep on making money? (K. speaks in irony here, 
slnoe he abhors such motives.) Some of tliem were probably making 
more money than ever before in their lives. 

"They were holding all the key positions. I was told (that) 
when I arrived here. 1 noticed it myselfi if you tell the place-
ment office which center you come from they don't pay much atten-
tion. but if you were an old Tule an, you seemed to get a job 
right away. When l told them X was from Leupp, the girls in the 
office made a face. 

"All the old Tuleans were pulling for the old Tuleans. They 
got Into the good positions and just stuok with i t . The others 
had the left overs."' 

XJYK, MS, pp. 7-9. 
2 » 
K, Hankey, Notes, Aug. 21, pp. 1-2. 



Another Leupp ex-internee, a young kibei made the same 

accusations 

•A fellow who works at the statistics office said that the 
old Tuleans had all the good jobs. 

A rasmber of the Negotiating Committee expressed his disgust 

with the old inhabitants of Tule Lake as follows» 

"There ware also a lot of old Tulnans rho stayed here solely 
for their own good, i admire a person who pledges his loyalty 
to America and would show his loyalty by doing something about i t , 

"Most of the Japanese stayed here because they wanted to 
get out of the draft. They wanted to stay her© t o o . . . . Besides 
many of them were making money here. . . In other centers there 
ia^so vtuc1i money to be made. But to male© money in here is wrong. 
I f people want to make money they should get out.tt* 

a conservative young nisei transferee from O-ila described 

the attitude prevailing among the soi^regees soon after their 

arrival and the response of the old Tuleans as follows! 

"I noticed that the Tule Lakers were all regretting the fact 
that this has become a segregation camp. They said, fGo©, this 
camp was such a nice place before segregation.1 

complained and they complained. In other words, they 
thought segregation wasn't as good as it should have been.1 , 3 

This recognition of fundamental differences in aims and 

attitudes between the two groups, the transferees and the old 

inhabitant.5 of Tule Lake developed soon after segregation. Almost 

a year later the differences had not been resolved» a large amount 

oi the mutual, distrust and hostility continued. Yhen, in June 

and July of 1945, the writer attempted to extend her circle of 

old Tulean acquaintances and informants through her transferee 

friends she met with no success whatever. "X don't know any old 

T u l e a n s ; " W e don't associate with them;tt "We don't see eye to 

1 l b l d . . Aug. 23, p. 2 . 

gjbld . . Sept. 11 , 1944, p. 5 . 
3 i b i d . f Aug., 30 , 1944, pp. 1-«. 
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eye on anything;" she was told repeatedly. Two Intelligent nisei 

girls said with delicate scorns 

"They don't seem to have much in common with us. Several 
girls work in our office, but we don't get along." 1 

OVLH jibChrTlaW AhV INJfoHlOH FACILITIES OF TOLL LAK& 

Same of the resentments which will be described in the follow-

ing section preceded the realization that Tule Lake was not to 

be peopled by a group uniformly loyal to Japan. It has been 

thought preferable however« to desoribe the viewpoint of the 

frustrated idealists separately, and place it first , since the 

birth of the concept preceded the arrival of the transferees at 

Tule Lake. So me of the numerous, more raundan© grievances which 

will now be described were experienced during the first few days 

<f life at Tule Lake. As the days passed, new resentments were 

-r (hmW-CAV-
added, »fcijl.ll feeling -mm^toward the older inhabitants of Tule 

Lake^was strengthened on this score also, for the old Tuleans did 

not appreciate being told that facilities at lule Lake were far 

below the standards to which the transferees had become accustomed 

in tile Relocation Centers. 

A synthesis of these resentments over living conditions was 

expressed by "Y" who became an Important leader in the pressure 

groups 

"The way it started - of course, everybody who came to this 
oenter from the other relocation centers compared this center 
to the other centers. Food, housing, the hospital and sanitation 
was very low compared to the other centers we came from. 
didn't do anything about it until the truck accident. 

The »prison-camp* atmosphere 

As preparation for a camp of avowedly "disloyal" individuals, 

Tule Lake camp had been surrounded by a "man-tfroof" fence 7 feet 

l lbld . . July 31, 1944, P. 1 . 
2 l b l d . , Sept. 11, p . 3 . 
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turned into barraoks to house young unmarried men. The conviction 

developed that this i l l treatment was being meted out to the 

people because they were "disloyal" . A reliable Caucasian 

informant who assisted in the Mousing division at this time 

stated that it was a madhouse* former Tuleans who had left camp 

had sold their barrack improvements, shelves, built in cupboards 

and the like to evacuees remaining in 'i'ule. The buyers moved 

into these apartments without notifying the Housing ¿apartment. 

When segreg3es arrived, they not infrequently found the barrack 

room assigned to them already occupied, ¿iome of these stranded 

families ignored the housing ttepartnent, found suitable unlocked 

quarters and moved In. This haphazard moving added to the burdens 

of the already overtaxed Housing Apartment. Most of the barraoks 

were very dirty; so no uere filthy. One family found their assigned 

quarters so uninhabitable that they would not even put down their 

suitcases but slept the night in the block manager's office. The 

next morning uh© father came to the housing apartment and said 

he must have different quarters, fie was told he must take the 

room assigned to him. This he refused to do and insisted that 

Mr. iiuycke, who was then he ad of Housing, examine his apartment, 

iifter Much argument, Mr. Huyoke gave in. He found that the 

apartment in question nad been used an distillery and that the 

fig mash had spilled over tho entire apartment, creating a dread-

ful stench. A dis infecting aad cleaning crow worked three days 

to render the room fit for habitation. 

una nisei from alia described his first impression of Tule 

Lake as followsi 

K. namcey, aotes. April, pp. 36, 37. 
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high and topped with three strands of barbed wire. Watchtowers 

had been hurriedly constructed, at regular intervals around this 

fence. The presence of this fence was and continued to be re* 

garded as an insult, a nagging reminder of American public opinion, 

by most of the segregees. Few, however, have expressed themselves 

as fluently or as bitterly as Mr. Ks 

ma very repulsive sight greeted us as we approaohed Tule 
Lake. It was the sight of numerous watch towers lining the 
perimeter of the camp. 1 felt as if we were a bunch of real 
criminals about to be impounded. • • .1 felt sure others must 
have felt the same since 1 have heard them cursing and swearing 
vengeance. 

"My feelings 

were further aggravated as we neared the camp. 
Though I have read about the high fences being erected, while 
at Leupp, my imagination seemed to have failed in its proper 
conception because the fenoes in reality are much high and more 
cruelf both in construction and appearance. 1 did not believe 
they were built so high and with mnshed wires similar to those 
used at ¿¿an Die go Zoo. why even the gorillas with tremendous 
strength were held helpless captives, and when men of inferior 
strength wore caged in like a bunch of wild anirals, I felt ter-
ribly irritated. Unconsciously X too have sworn to avenge this 
injustice some day. 

"Topping everything which tends to rouse the ire of the 
internees are the search lights beaming throughout the camp, 
watching us through the wee hours of the nigh as if we were 
incorrigible murderers, have we not been the most law-abiding 
people, in the past? tthy must we now be subjected to such humilia-
tion.^wl 

Hesentment over Housing and Food 

Additional irritating faotors, were the confusion and 

crowding in the distribution of housing, the omnipresent dirt, 

causei not only by Tule Lake's frequent dust storms but by the 

faot that many of the barracks assigned had been inadequately 

cleaned or had not been cleaned at all . Moreover, housing accom-

modations were in most oases more crowded than in the oenters 

from which the segregees had corse. Many recreation halls were 

XUd9 p. 1 . 
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"'.Then I cam© from Gila 1 Just stood here like a dumbell. 
Everything was dirty; the barracks were dirty; the showers were 
dirty, the mess halls were dirty. When X first came here, 
that's the way X felt . 1 think the old Tuleans were used to this 
mess, That's the main key point in the cause of the trouble 

A nisei girl from Topaz said: 

"The thing that struck us waa, I think, the first appearance 
of the camp. The comparison with Topaz was very poor. The la-
trines, the mess and the apartments were so poor in condition 
and so different."2 

A nisei girl from Cilia who later worked against the pressure 

group, saidi 

"You know how it was on the train. After being so tired, 
to come to this dirty camp whioh was so dark and dusty and 
windy, The Housing didn't want us to be what they call a homo-
geneous group, ao they scattered us all over, V-e didn't have 
a single friend in our whole block. We resented the Housing 
Lepartment. Then, in the latter part of October they broke the 
Housing Department's windows. They didn't find the guilty ones 
at that tlrie. 1 think that was the spark of the whole incident 
(breaking the windows). 

"Well, housing was the worstf We cams into rooms with half 
the plaster board stolen; there was even nothing to light a 
stove with. ve had to take it or leave It."** 

a kibei man about thirty years old who came from Gila saldt 

"X felt this was really a sad smokey place." 

his wife added, "1 said, 'What a dump!" On another occasion 

she stated, 

"For a few months or so you can be crowded. But when you 
don't know when you're leaving. i t ' s very hard . " * 

another young kibei girl from Gila aalds 

"One thing, when i came here 1 almost cried was, that all 
of our frienda were separated from us. We said, 'Let 's move.' 
That was important with me. X almost cried when 1 came here and 
saw i t . 

1 i b i d . , p. 20. 

JuXy 18, P* 1. 
albld.. July 19, p. 4. 
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"The few people who cano hero later (In February and Kay) 
were not so bad off. They were put together mor* or less in one 
place • 

A young kibe I woman from Jerome, an active member of a 

pressure group wrote in a letter to the v/ritert 

"Then also, the poor facilities for housing, poor foods, 
employments unfair to newcomers, as oompared to the previous 
camps im have come from, were all brought up to our attention 
and dissatisfaction arouse."2 

Kr. K, who cane into camp in December wrotet 

"While in Leupp, I have heard from various sources that 
Tule Lake is a very dirty camp. Upon my arrival though I was 
prepared to see airt, X was very much shocked to find it dirtier 
than x had really anticipated. 1 wondered what sort of people 
had lived here, or what sort of an administrator was responsible 
for the 'health of the resident». . . .Day in day out, living in 
filth must have created disgust to such an extent that it finally 
became one of the contributing factors of the trouble."3 

A very conservative young nisei girl from Gila said* 

"I had friends here (in Tule Lake} and haa always corresponded 
with them. They liked it acre. It was like any other center -
that's what I thought from their letters. 

"X expected more than thin in the camp. I expected better 
facilities. I didn't expect it to be just as good as Gila, but 
better than tills, i didn't like the first impression at a l l . " * 

An equally conservative nisei girl, a resident of pre-segre-

gation Tule hake admitted the justification of the segregees1 

complaints about the housings 

"The segregees were so unsatisfied with the housing. Of 
course, you can't blame them because they had to sleep in the Rec. 
halls, and besides, the people who went out had torn down their 
cabinets and cupboards." 

1 lbld . . Jul? ¿0, p. 5. 
2 lb id . . July 10, p. 2. 
3 M $ , p . 5 . 
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n. iiankey, l<otes. Aug. 30, p. 1 . 
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This young woman added that public feeling ran so high that 

for a time the Japanese girls employed in the Housing Department 

were afraid to go to work.1 

Kuratoml, chairman of the pressure group stateds 

"The immediate impression I received after coming here was 
the unpreparedness on the part of the administration, especially 
in the field of housing and reception. I arrived here at 5t00 
p.m. on the 30th of ¿¿eptember. That day the Army was good enough 
to give us a lunch. After we were through with the processing 
it was well towards evening. 

"Eventually, we were thrown into an unpartitioned Recreation 
Hall . No mattresses were available. I got the block manager to 
find me a mattress, fcven the stove wasn't ready for operation. 
The block manager had to get wood for us (for kindling). I don't 
believe the block manager was even notified we were to be there. 
There were ten boys and they told us that between 20 and 30 
(more) would coioe. tfut they didn't know. They had no plan at 
a l l . . . . . 

"'At tiiat time the people leaving the project (leaving Jerome) 
had tne feeling they would like to be housed closely together. 
But realizing the conditions at Tule Lake, t hey didn't expect 
too rauoh....vje did not feel that our treatment would be the same. 

"When I arrived here I heard so many complaints about the 
separation in housing. Even families were sometIras separated 
from one end of the oamp to the o t h e r . . . . . 

"As far as Jerome was concerned, t he facilities were very 
good. Each latrine and urine basin was Individual and the 
Interiors of the shower were very much better. 

"Food too was much better (at Jerome). This was especially 
strange, since Jerome raise.! so little , however, food there in 
comparison to this center was twice as good.** 

Equally disgusting to the newcomers were the extremely dirty 

over-used latrinal facilities . The writer can vouch for this 

from personal observation. The latrines of Tule Lake even in 

February of 1944 were far below the standard of those in 011a 

In cleanliness. The equipment is worn out and inferior; some 

of the toilets do not flush; fixtures are dingy and dirty; 

obscenities are scrawled on the walls. 

1 l b i d . . Aug. 24, p. 1 . 2 
ib id . . Sept. 18, pp. 5 , 4 , 5 . 
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Almost as irritating as the dirt and the unsatisfactory 

housing was the quality of the food, which most transferees consi-

der« definitely inferior to that of the lie location Centers. I f 

every comment made on the bad food at Tule Lake had been written 

down, it would comprise a separate paper« One informant remarked 

months later when.the food had greatly improved, " I f then food 

had been as it is now, it (the warehouse incident) could never 

have happened*"* 

"tve never get fresh vegetables. A. week and a half ago they 
started coming in, but they didn't have any for 1ft or 2 months* 
/ill we had was potatoes or beets. We' re getting some lettuce 
now* Why couldn't we get it when the canteen was selling i t ? " 2 

while &r. ¿v. did not arrive in Tule until December, his 

reaotion to the food at that time, which he expressed most emphat-

ically, was no doubt shared to a large extent, by many of the 

transferees who arrived two months earlier: 

Upon my arrival here 1 have noticed one thing in particular 
that justified the Japanese to revolt. That is the food was 
terribly poor. I positively believe the food per person per day 
couldn't have gone over 20 oents which is less than half of what 
the Government really allows* 

Much oritioism was heard throughout the country that the . 
Japanese are being well fed especially after the investigation 
conducted by the Dies Committee. VJhat lies the Ides Committee 
could so boldly print. I f they would only come and live with 
us; eat with us; and sleep with us for Just a month Instead of 
two years as we already have and report the truths as they really 
exist, I ' l l praise them for their fortitude* 

i-iegardless of what the Dies Committee has said, the food 
was bad and is bad today. Though it improved a little, the 
difference is so small, it still must be hovering around 20& a 
day. VVhy we haven't had an egg for over two weeks now. 

Food is one of the greatest contributing factors that deter-
mines the harmony of the camp. It affects the stomach of every 
man, woman, and ohild* The quality of the food can be Judged at 
times by the mood of the people. Grumbling and cursing, animated 
criticism of this government is freely voiced. 

1Notes, May 15, p. 4 . 

Notes, Mar., p. 14. 
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To ray Judgment the food lacks the essential elements that 
gives us strength and energy. Many boys are taking vitamins to 
keep their bodies from going to pieces. My eyes went bad on me 
slnoe evacuation due to lack of proper food. 1 am not able 
today to do one fourth of the work I used to do before the war. 
Should i choose to do any manual work, my entire body starts to 
tremble and if 1 should persist, dizziness and fainting sensa-
tions overwhelm me. Though X look strong and vigorous, 1 could 
not in reality do the work that is required of me now. 

Further enumerating on food as one of the greatest contrl-
butlng faotors of revolt. Xs it not obvious when thousands upon 
thousands of men, women, and children, the majority of whom are 
not working and therefore have no appetite that relishes anything 
will naturally find fault with food? fthen the appetite is good 
after a good day's work, the food may be gobbled down to satisfy 
the hungry stomach, but when the appetite is bad, the best food 
is subject to criticism. 

Many at time I f ve looked for meat in the plate and if X 
am gratified with more than two tiny pieces 1 consider myself 
lucky. The plate of stew is Just a plate of carrots and potatoes 
flavored with bits of meat. Be it roast pork, if we get more 
than two slices of one moutnful each, It looks as if the cook 
had made a mistake. The rest is dressing and gravy which we use 
to finish a bowl of rloe. Fish is of the poorest quality. Her-
ring whloh is used for fertiliser is now being supplied to us. 
With such food with no varieties, X cannot blame the rioters 
when they demanded better food on November 1 , 1943 . 1 

A nisei girl, an old Tulean resident, who disapproved strongly 

of the agitators, reflected this attitude by statings 

•Vie always get worse food here than at the other camps. At 
least that's what all the other people told us . " 2 

Another conservative nisei girl , a transferee from 311a stated: 

"Before the incident the food wasn't good. X missed the 
steak that we had every Sunday at Oil a, But the food wasn't really 
bad . " 3 

Two other girls, nisei transferees who had previously voiced 

strong hostility to the "trouble-making agitators'1 expressed 

themselves as followst 

"When X came here i got the impression that the Go-op sold 
so much fruit here. And we didn't get any fruit in the mess. 

1 
• S , pp. 4 , 5. 
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At Topaz we got so much fruit in the mass we always had extra 
fruit in the house 

Her friend added* "We hardly get fruit in the mess at all 
and I had to buy it in the Co-op," 

The first informant oontinuedt 

"Here I have to ask for my brother in Topaz to send me some 
fruit . In Topaz they didn't sell fruit in the canteens but they 
gave it to us in the moss. Since we oame here we spend so much 
money on food.w 

At this point another girl, an old resident of Tule Joined 

her voioe to the oomplaintsi 

"We've had ehioken here only once.w 

A transferee from Topaz said nostagically» 

"And at Topaz we got duck or chicken once a w©ek.rf 

The first speaker, from Topaz, addeds 

"And ice cream every Sunday Also, all the other relocation 
canters get linoleum. But this place has none!" 

The young girl who regretted the ducks and chickens of Topaz 

olosed the conversation with the significant remarks 

"have you seen the personnel quarters her©. They»re positiwly 
extravagant] I went into the personnel rec. hall the other day 
and i thought, "Gosh." 1 

Resentment of Suspected Graft 

Along with this resentment over poor food a conviction 

developed that at least part of this condition was due to graft 

on the part of Caucasian and Japanese members of the Mess Divi-

sion. Thl s suspicion existed before segregation and was shared 

by the older inhabitants of Tule Lake. Humors of project meat 

being shipped into Klamath Falls and sold on the black market 

were current not only among the evacuees but among members of 

the Appointed Personnel. It was also rumored that large food 

ib ig . , Sept. 14, p. 6 . 
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bills were run up in nearby towns by members of the mess division 

and that those merchants who furnished an additional bribe were 

the first to have their bills met. According to members of the 

pressure group and persistent rumor among members of the appointed 

personnel, this condition was investigated by the F. B. 1 , in 

mid-November and resulted in the dismissal of several of the 

guilty staff members.1 

This belief in graft affected the evacuees profoundly. I t ' s 

force is reflected only mildly in the following statements. " I " 

a nisei from 911a, referring to tho suspicion of graft by the 

Caucasian saidt 

•drafting started the whole works. 

K . , referring to grafting by Japanese, saidt 

"Undue accusation of persons stealing and of grafts goes on 
without respect of the person under fire . Thus creating suspicion 
in the eyes of the peoplo without proofs. 

"iieoently proofs were uncovered and the suspects were arrested 
(theae> were Japanese arrested for stealing rice) . I personally 
hope the î will be given the severest punishment if found guilt. 1 ' 3 

The accumulation of evidence to prove the existence of graft 

on the part of the Caucasian personnel soon became one of the 

most important of the self-imposed tasks of the pressure group 

which was organised. Ihey considered it one of the most potent 

weapons against the administration. 

¿Sentiment over inferior living conditions was summarized by 

a well educated lssel, an ex-¿¿anta Fe internee from Manzanar. 

This is an almost universal camp sentiment. 

See p. . 
2 

K. Hanke>, Motes. February, p. 14. 
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"The starting of such an action (the rise of the pressure 
group and the trouble which resulted) is the responsibility of 
the Administration it3elf • I f the Administration had taken 
consideration of the comfort of the people as a whole, I don't 
think they could ever have had any action as that which came 
from the miserable colony,* 

This gentlemen, a graduate of Stanford, also stated that he 

was of the opinion that the segregees had been sacrificed to WRA 

polioy by being branded as dangerous and confined within a sp» clal 

camp so that WRA's desire to speed relocation might be facilitated* 

This opinion has been expressed several times by segregees, but 

only by those of a high educational level. 

"First there was segregation, a mistake. Then military 
registration which was illogical. Then, to push the relocation 
program, the answers made at military registration were used to 
segregate a group which never could have been segregated. This 
created a problem for WRA which they had not originally antici-
pated. Those who came Into Tula La*ce as segregees had been 
treated with greater severity than in their relocation centers." 1 

Of minor though by no means insignificant Importance was 

the Insufficiency of work and recreation. The work shortage 

gave rise to the additional resentment, that all the good Jobs, 

"the key positions" were held by the old residents of Tule. To 

a large extent this criticism was Justified. 

A young man, a nisei from Gila said* 

"When I got here X got a job. X didn't feel bad at all . 
Feople who didn't get Jobs felt awfully bad . " 2 

K. saldi 

"Mo work is created to relieve the loathsome hours- no 
recreations are sponsored to divert the minds of the residents. . . . 
So far I have not seen any type of recreation sponsored for the 
adults, to divert their unpleasant minds. I f there is enough 
work in this camp to keep the adults well occupied, recreation 
may not be necessary but when work is so scarce as it is here 
recreation will play a great part in keeping the people satis-
fled. But neither work nor recreation are being sponsored to 

•^R. Hankey, Botes. May 21, pp. 2, 4 . 

R. Hankey, notes. Mar., p. 15. 
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relieve the dissatisfied from concocting mischief. Seven days 
a week, 30 days a month, day in and day out without a thing to 
do, topped with lack of funds to keep oneself satisfied with 
wants really does get a man. This is another source of trouble.1 

Additional attitudes toward employment will be quoted in the 

discussion devoted to the hostility which developed toward the 

old Tulaan8. 

Another resentment which had a long pre-segregation history 

in Tule Lake sprang from the actions and attitude of the Chief 

Medical Jfficer, Dr. fodicord. lie had acquired an unprecidented 

degree of unpopularity with the Japanese before segregation took 

plaoe. A petition signed by 7,600 evacuees requested his removal 

in June, 1943. lieasons for his unpopularity were set forth in 

detail by Marvin Opi©r, the Community Analyst, in a report dated 

July 6, 1943. In the petition his attitudes toward evacuees, 

both staff members and patients, is called unsympathetic and 

dictatorial. He is accused of addressing the evacuees as "Japs," 

not obtaining necessary medical equipment, placing economy above 

service, and forcing evacuee doctors to relocate by his dictatorial 

attitude. Some of the unconfirmed accusations made by informants 

in November includet That redicord had anti-Japanese views, t h * 

he was incompetent and negligent of his duties, that he refused 

to grant permission for transfusions to two or three patients who 

later died, that he did not order sufficient medicine for hospital 

equipment, that he hired Caucasian quacks one of whom caused a 

child to be stillborn by giving the mother too much serum, that 

he cut the hospital staff so severely that it could not run 

efficiently, that he made the Caucasian nurses section heads and 

^Hegort, Leo., 24, p. 21. 
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permitted them to give orders to the evacuee doctors (even though 

one evacuee doctor had a license to praotice In California), that 

he out down the allowance of baby food although their was an 

adequate supply in the warehouse* Because of hiring "quacks* 

he is also blamed for the death of a severely burned evacuee 

child who is said to have been left without treatment from 11500 

p.m. to 7t00 a.m. when It was finally treated by a Japanese doctor 

coming on duty.3» The transferees took over this older resentment 

with remarkable speed. ¿Jr. Pedlcord's removal became one of the 

planks in the program of the pressure group. 

while moat of the informants quoted in the preceding analysis 

belong to that section of the population which slnoerely desired 

to return to Japan, the writer noted that those, who later changed 

their minds and asked to relocate were just as vociferous in their 

complaints over 111 treatment at lule Luke. There was one excep-

tion, however* Those who had decided to get out of Tule Lake by 

the middle of 19^4, had never been strong advocators of "a camp 

where we can all act like Japanese and prepare for life in Japan." 

instead, they had talked of "being treated like human beings and 

having as good a time as we can while we*re waiting here." It 

should be kept In mind, therefore, that those who had found a 

comparatively safe and permanent place to stay until the end of 

the war shared many of the resentments of the sincere repatriates. 

¿>ince the possibility of exchange was exceedingly remote, they 

realised that they aught be forced to live at Tule Lake for an 

indefinite number of years. From Tule Lake and its living condi-

tions, whether good or bad, there was no escape. There was no 

X l b l d . . p. 17. 
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possibility of removal by relocation. Conditions had to be 

endured or changed* 

ATTITUlfeS OF THL OLU TULkAH frOPULATlOK 

Although there were many exception, it is clear that the 

bulk of the older inhabitant« of Tule Lake were characterized 

by a markedly different oomplex of attitudes. On the whole they 

did not wish to change the oomp, especially if the attempt to 

effect changes would cause trouble. Moreover, they looked upon 

themselves as the established group, the "Old Timers" as one 

nisei girl expressed it , and felt that if any changes were to 

be made, they should be consulted. They did not take kindly to 

being told by the newcomers that 'rule i»ake was a dump, that the 

food was bad and the facilities far inferior to the relocation 

centers from which the complaining transferees had come. Some 

old Tuleana admitted that the facilities of Tule might have been 

inferior, but defended their acquiescence to the conditions by 

accusing the transferees of demanding luxury. One young woman 

said, "Vtoat do they expect. *fter all , there's a war on." 

Repeatedly, old Tulean informants spoke nostalgically of "the 

old Tule Lake" and remarked that it was gone forever. "Before the 

segregees came in people got along well. There was peace." Some 

old Tuleans termed the pressure groupfs attempt to improve the 

camp a high-handed and unnecessary effort to make the camp over. 

"*11 they (the newcomers) did was talk, talk, talk." The younger 

men in the transferee group who, feeling the need of exhibitionism 

broke up nisei dances, behaved rudely to the girls and, in general 

acting according to their own peculiar concept of the acme of 

"Japanese" behavior, were criticized and looked upon with scorn 



and fear. Thoy were termed "the Kibe I " or "the boys'1 and were 

cordially disliked b t h e nisei girls. «Vhen discussing this period 

of camp l i fe , old Tuleans often lay a large part of the hostility 

between the groups to the fact that the old Tuleans held the "key 

positions" in employment and had the best Jobs. Most old Tuleana 

admit that this was the truth although they may not admit that 

the complaint was just. 

It was understandably, extremely rare for an old Tule an to 

remark that the transferees resented the fact that the old inhabi-

tants were not "loyal to Japan" and "disloyal to America." Instead, 

they preferred to state, "They said we were not loyal to Japan 

because we did not want to make t r o u b l e N e v e r t h e l e s s , several 

old Tuleans did admit to the writer, that they did not intend to 

go to Japan and that they were remaining at Tule until it was 

safe to relocate or until they felt capable of deciding whether 

to remain in this country or go to Japan. 

It should be remembered that this analysis is general and 

that some of the older inhabitants of Tule Lake were strong sup-

porters of the pressure group*s attempt at reform. On the other 

hand, some transferees came to Tule Lake with no intention of 

returning to Japan; others came determined to sit on the fence 

until the course of the war indicated which country would make 

a more satisfactory future home. Both pictures, that of the 

attitudes of the old inhabitants and that of the newcomers are 

somewhat exaggerated, the^MSPBB' differences having been over-

emphasized. The bulk of the transferees were not as militant, 

arrogant and pro-Japanese as the Tuleans paint them; the bulk of 

the Tuleans were not as meek, spineless and pro-American as the 

segregees insist. 



¿7. 

c 

Very typical of the attitude of the old Tuleans population 

are the following verbatim statementa made by an intelligent 

nisei girl "L" who was convinced of the foolishness of combating 

the Administration, and, after the incident, returned to work as 

soon as she oould. 3he snowed no conoern over being seen with a 

Caucasian, and even walked through the camp with the writer, 

stating nonchalantly, "They call us irrns anyway." Such unconcern 

toward being seen talking to a Caucasian was ordinarily shown 

only by "agitators* of established stature. 

liat the old lule Lake was, i t ' s never going to be again. 
Then there were people from three states here, /a.ihlngton, Califor-
nia, and Oregon. We got along well. . . But now. • . 

"'•Ye found out right off that the aegregees who cane from 
other centers were Jealous of the old Tuieans ~ that they had 
higher positions. They wanted to take that over. Somebody came 
into the Community Activities office and broke the chairs and 
typewriters. >ve were supposed to be serving the people. They 
(the aegregees) didn't give us a chance* 

! "The people who came in had one objecti toccrush this cam; 
and make a new one. but the Old Tuleane interfered with that." 

At a later interview the sain© informant said; 

"They said we Tuleans were soft and good-for-nothing."2 

IXiring a conversation with four nisei girls, two of whom 

were old Tuleans and two transferees of the same convictions as 

the Old Tuleans, "P " , a nisei woman in her thirties, who had 

been very active politically in the center which she had left 

for Tule Lake, remarked! 

"The Tuleans here were the old Timers. The strangers who came 
in didn't consult with the old liners. They were going to control 
the camp." 

"L" was present at this talk and added, 

Ib id . , ¿lug. 17, p . 4 . 

' ibid. , .'iept. 14, p. 2 . 



"They didn't like the idea of the old Tule&ns having all 
the key jobs either 

The attitude of these young women toward expatriation is 

interesting* "F" admitted that she did not want to return to 

Japan. However, she explained at considerable length her appre-

hention toward her future in the united states should she decide 

to relocate* I f she or her husband believed they could relooate 

with security, it is very likely that they would be glad to leave 

Tule Lake. "L" did not express her opinion on repatriation 

spontaneously, After an© and the writer had become well acquainted, 

the writer ventured to ask her, nDo you really want to go back to 

Japan?M "L " thought for a moment and then said, "We ' l l , we've 

taken out repatriation*" 

As this conversation continued, &rs. admitted that condi-

tions at Tule Lake were not ideal, but concluded! 

"after all , this is war and we can't expect luxury." 

"B" another old 'X'ulean nisei girl added with a note of offended 

community pride: 

"The first tiling that struck ma funny» the people from the 
other centers câ ne in here and expected luxury. They said the 
latrines were bad, the food was bad, the housing was bad! every-
thing was bad.w 

Mrs. nJ>w then pointed out the fallacy between the adoption 

of a stoic Japanese attitude and these complaints; admitting, 

however, that she herself did not think everything was as it 

snould be at rule Lake or the other centers, for that natter, aid 

that it was probably the fault of the local Administrations* 

'Fundamentally, they sa;« they are loyal and want to go oaok 
to Japan* Then they aLould be willing to go through, hell to get 
there* We Afire told what the camp was like before we came here* 

1 lb ld * . p. 4* 
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"I real that Washington la trying to do the riizht fchlna b-r 
" b u ? that often we're not getting A t we a h ^ l d ^ f^om Ihere 
I the local Administration). I felt that from the beginning, 
even the first camp X went into, bven if they ^et only file 
centra day (in graft) from each of us - why, they'll be million-

•Mien we first cam© in here the food was 0 . K.* 

¿'he two old Tulean girls present remarked that before segre-

gation, when Mr. *eolf was Chief Steward, the "food had been 

terrible." After segregation it had Improved.1 

/mother excellent expression of old Tulean attitudes came 

from a nisei girl who is employed in the high school office. 

"K" did not exhibit as much prejudice against the segregees as 

"L* or and made a deliberate effort to express herself objec-

tively. 

"You knowjihat } thought. i thought this would be a peaceful 
camp. I tnoufjht that since it was a camp of all people going back 
to Japan we'd have the same combination. But due to people with 
selfish reasons, they made riots. Those people were quiet back 
horns. But having nothing to do, they made trouble here, 

scefulW a S d l 8 a p p o i n t e d * 1 **Peoted a different spirit and living 

•being a lulean, we felt that they were making it tough for 
us. e had nothing (like the trouble) before they cams i n T 

.l?^ 8® ^ ^ r ® all employed and had the best Jobs and they 
Q L A N ' t Ilk© that either. # 

An elderly issei woman gave ner opinion of the transferees 

without mincing any words, her remarks could not be taken down 

verbatim and are reproduced from memory s 

'Before "these people" came here, everything was quiet. 
Everything went fine, but when these people from Gila, Foston. 
Jerome, and Topaz cane in, all they could talk about was how fine 
things had been where they came from. In the relocation cam>s 
the food was better; there they had nice houses, or they had 

I ~ 

^lbld . , Sept. 19 , p. 2» 



fine white hath tubs. Things at Tule Lake Cthey said) wore no 
good. These riewoooers, all they do Is talk, talk, talk. 

"The trouble in oamp «as all made by a few people, i f the 
Tule Lakers say anything the others say they are lkullnashl 
(spineless). So they don't say anything. They don't want trouble. 

"The way these few trouble-maker a behave is not true Yamato 
¿>amaahl. The person who really aots according to Yamato Lamaahl 
makes himself low and does not talk. 

The informant added with unusual franknesss 

"The people in Tule Lake think they will stay in Tule Lake 
and may bo go back to Japan after the war. Maybe they will stay 
in this country, but some of the people who came in, they want 
to go back right away. All they do is talk, talk, talk . " 1 

How large a proportion of the lssei ol d Tule Lake population 

had a similar attitude is impossible to say. That a considerable 

number of the nisei were not enthusiastic over expatriating there 

can be no doubt, naturally, such sentiments were rarely express© d 

before Caucasians. tf&* M." a young girl employed in the hospital 

as a nurses' aide was determined to relocate and intended to remain 

in Tule Lake only until the time when a nursing school would accs pt 

her. She exprensed concern over the unfriendly treatment which 

had been aooordod somo relocating nisei, but obviously felt that 

life in the United States was the lesser of two evils. 3he 

explained frankly that she had deliberately remained at Tule Lake 

because she did not want to leave the oamp at segregation tie© 

and had used the simple expedient of refusing to register for 

the Military registration. She added that she thought her hearing 

had been silly and that the hearing board members had been rude. 2 

"K. M." was even more anti-pathetic to the newcomers than 

the nisoi girls quoted previously, i-hen asked to describe her 

1 " 
ib id . , Sept. 27, 1944, p. 2 . 

8 l b i d . . Aug. 17, 1944, p. 1 . 



first reaction to the transferees, she said: 

"The first thing that happened to me was that one of my 
uniforms was stolen (her nurses1 aide uniform). It was stolen 
right off the line from my back porch. That never happened be-
fore • • • 

11X think they (transferees) came here with a chip on their 
shoulders* 

"Right after they came we had a welcome dance and the kibel 
came and told the people to go home. Everything was supposed to 
be Japanese, they said* 

?f''hen they arrived they broke down buildings, busted walls, 
and built bonfiros and v/ant around shouting 1 Banzai.1 

This young woman, who lived in a block which was predominantly 

old lulean appeared to have a particularly active 'grudge against 

the transferee "kibel" boys, ¿¿he stated that she hated them; 

they were trouble-makers; they were always goose-stepping around 

(in their Jap ariose exercises) early in tlie morning and making her 

up; they made life mlseraole for the nisei because there were so 

many more kibel than nlse1 in camp and the nisei could do nothing 

about it . reoounted an incident which occurred at one of the 

first bloc»: meetings she attended. An absent-minded man, who was 

not listening or did not understand the issue under discussion, 

applauded out of turn. Immediately the tough boys said; "Let 's 

get that guy after the meeting*" 'ihe man had to sneak out quietly 

o 

to escape a be sting** 

The unelaboratoa factors listed above, to which many less 

important attitudes could bo added if data were more abundant, 

laid the foundation for the sociological explosion of late October 

and November and the events which followed. The rapid mounting 

of fury engendered when accidental events added profound emotional 
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resentments to this already impressive accumulation* strained 

the soIf-control of many of the residents past endurance and 

furnished the leaders of the pressure group with an issue of 

suffieient magnitude to make an aggresive stand against the 

Administration. 

For this manifestation, the Administration wan totally 

unprepared. In fact, the National Director of WRA believed that 

Tule Lake would be the most peaceful of the center«.*- Moreover, 

the Administration was still endeavoring to settle the most 

pressing preliminary problems of organization, necessitated by 

this vast and hurried influx of groups from many centers when 

it overwhelmed by the phenomenally rapid rise of a pressure 

group within the camp. '¿he farm strike occurred less than three 

weeks after the beginning of the arrival of the segregefcs. 

An attempt was made by ¿jr. Opier and a few other members 

of the Appointed Personnel to set up a body of staff members, the 

Advisorj Council to assist in the initiation of some kind of 

colony organization. 

"Before the accident we were dickering with Best on colony 
organisation. 

Nothing concrete was accomplished and this contemplated 

body was swept anay by the impact of Independent organization 

from within the colony. It was re-established, however, a month 

after the proclamation of Martial Law and was later to play an 

important part in the organization and establishment of a group 

of Japanese, who attempted to bring the camp back to what was 

termed "normalcy" and cooperate with the Administration. 

*Flnd and quote, if possible, JU. layer's statement, 
o 

Notes, i a r . , p. 59. 
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a m COAL aTrtjLrJs. 

Leas than two weeks after the arrival of tho first transferees 

the workers on the ooal crew threatened to strike. The grievance, 

negotiations and outcome was described by a member of the committee 

which negotiated with the representatives of the Administration 

as £ollowst 

"That happenea about ten days after 1 came her© from Topas. 
1 heard there was a ooal strike because X was a member of the 
Planning board. Tnen Mr. Aklyama, Mr. 'lakada (who are both 
now in ;>anta Fe) and J£r. Yamanaka, of block 14 cam® to see me. 
They told me there was a grievance among the coal drivers and 
they wished me to try to iron out the grievance. Mr. ¿salto and 
to* Xdemoto were foremen and they also cams. 

" i wanted to know the dope. They said there were some 
Japanese resting when the car of coal arrived here. It (the 
weather) wau really hot then. Then one of the Caucasians came 
and »»44 said, fYou are getting paid $16.00 a month and I don't 
want to see you loafing on your Job and resting like this . ' 

MThe Japanese sale the food they were receiving was poor 
and that the work was too tough, '¿he Caucasian stated that the 
food did not concern him and that his chief responsibility was 
to see that they all worked. 

"Ifowthe coal workers had had a contract with the Administra-
tion prior to this incident. The boys wanted the conditions to 
be tho earne as the contract signed by the Japanese and the 
Caucasians previously. They stated that they had one hour of 
laundry to do each day and that at ten o'clock they had a little 
chow tliue and at 2s30 another aiaok. They wanted to go back on 
the same basis. 

"The Caucasian said flatly that there was no committment and 
that it didn't concern hi: ® They had to work at all times, whether 
or not, or he'd fire them because there m o so many on the list 
to get Jobs. 1 

*3o kr. M&yeda (head of Civic Organisations) Mr. Akiyama, 
Mr. T&kata and 1 went to see Mr. Smith. W© conferred for two, 
three days and at last agreed to have the workers on the same 
basis as the previous contract. 

"About lb were fired on that day, so w© wanted them to be 
returned with full pay, and that was agreed upon. 

Sept. 29, 1944, p . 3 . ibid. 



Opler made a full report on this coal strike and has several 
tljass made the statement that he thought the negotiating Committee 
oould have been handled in the same way. It is unlikely that more 
data can be gained from evacuees. A con si deration of the attitude 
of the Administration, as expressed through Opler1s reports will 
be interesting when I get the report* 
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RISE OP THE COUNTER DAIHYO SHA KAI GROUP — THE COORDINATING 

COMMITTEE 

Lead up 

The initiral confusion and anxiety brought about by 

the entrance of the Army was followed by growing discontent and 

increasing vacillation on the part of the residents« By 

the middle of December the Daihyo Sha Kal had lost virtually 

all of its able or forceful leaders since aL1 of the members 

of the Negotiating Committee and many of the block represen-

tatives of the Daihyo Sha Kal had been arrested by the 

Army and confined in the stockade. ĥwmwriimamnTOrnfehifrâ rrvPrnTpy 

fcin&raKELSX The residentsyihad no recourse but to wait for the 

authorities to give in (and the possibllityof this eventuality 

dwindled week by week) or to abandon the partial strike and 

with it their hoped for gains. 

in mid-December of 1943 the residents fell into three 

general categories: 

1) Vociferous supporters of the incident, the Negotiating 

Committee and the status quo, i . e . , persons who carried 

their resistance to the point of proposing a canp-wide 

hunger strike to gain their ends« 

2) The greater number of the residents who vacillated 

between reluctance to admit defeat or abandon the xksc&x 

status quo and a desire to end the existing misery ami 
IrrsjuLcw 

oo nfusion^and return to the comparative comfort of a job and 

salary of 16 dollars a month. 

3) A group of residents who had come to the conclusion 

that the best policy was to abandon the partial strike, 

go back to work and put a definite end to the uncomfortable 

and nerve-racking period of disturbance. # ^ 

The vacillation of the greater number of residen s 
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toward important issues relating to the Daihyo sha and the negotiating 

Committee is exemplified by the following phenomena, a n of whioh took 

place in »iwflynBfattqrtj«* late November and early December: 

a) In late November a petition was circulated *a*fi*nj$ among the 

residents, pledging sup cor t to the Negotiating Committee and its platform. 

Only half the residents signed the oetiont although much pressure must 

have been applied by vociferous supporters of the Daihyo sha. 

on December 4 

b) Tittle wore than a week later/a seoret block election wag held 

and the residents voted overwhelmingly in favor of continuing the 

status quo or partial strike. 

c)Ear ly in December the Daihyo sha 

B $ x ® W W M n f c w x ^ p r o p o s e d ~ the Co-op that it cease the sale of 

of 11 luxury" items so that the eoonomio pinoh of holding to the strike might 

be somewhat alleviated. The residents who were Co-op members Voted on 

this issue and the proposal was defeated by a 9 - 1 block rat W . 

The tremendous power of publio opinion and, to a lesser extent, 

fear of the a « * vooiferous Group I 





exemplified by theffollowing phenomena/ already discussed in 

the prfceding charters Jr g 

MB.) TheBlocJ# Managers unequijpcab ly refused to cfoperate 

wifn the Armyjfn mid-November y the matter of giviag up the 

lading members of the Negotia/ing Committee. / 

b) OnfDec ember 4 the y n t e r residents voted /verwhelmingly 

in favor #>f continuing tYm status quo or part ia]/str ike (althougi 

there if! no means of determining how much pres^ire was applied 

at th# time of votine/, # 

g c) At the end df November only half ofJbhe residents 

signed the second /etition of the Dalhyo Spa Kai, pledging 

^ p f o r t to the Negotiating Committee and/its platform, evsn 

though much pr^sure must have been applied by vociferous 

supporters of/ the ft,KM Daihyo Sha Kal J 

Kai and Kuratomi gavethemselves up to the 

Army, Mr, /Takahashi of the Dalhyo #ha made an eloquent plgk 

to the b/dy to disband. Althougythe bodjr rejected TaMnashi ! s 

proposap., his suggestion was no# without support fronpther 

membe/s. # / 

6) In early December wh#n the Daihyo S h a ^ Proposal that 

th / Co-op cease the sale of/"luxury ,f items wayput before the 

imbers of the Co-op it wail voted down by a / to 1 block ratio/i 

Publ ic opinion ar^. ilfeaja^sfl^»*^^^^ 

were still powerful factors working against the overt 

expression of the moderate attitudes held by Group I I I and 

by many members of ^roup I I . By mid-December an increasing 

number of residents were leaning in this direction but they 

did not dare to say ao • Prom Group I I I , however, sp/rang the 

leaders of a reactionary faction which org nized and with 

6he assistance of the administzsi tion was finally to iixxxlc 

bring about the end of the strike. 



» L > 

Two foe tor s were of theutrnost importance in the dove loooiant of the 

counter-Doihyo Sha Kai or fcho reactionary group. These were the constant axat 

antf mi Alnjpf e nc our element given by the administration and the army and the foct 

that most of the Da ihy o Sha leaders and block representatives/ had, by 

mid*Deoembe r, been arrested and confined in the stookade. With the Negotiating 

Committee and its most overt supporters out of the way, the dangers and 

difficulties which an opposition gr ou o hai to face ware somewhat lessened. 

Even so, the step took courage for abuse and violence from the vociferous 

status-quo supporters was inevitable. 

The Advisory Council, the administrative body first contemplated in 

early Ootober, represented the administration in this deUoate task of 

reinstituting rapport with the oolonists. l / On Deoember 11 they oontaoted 

the first group of reactionary Japanese leaders/from the Civic Organizations, 

a body on the WRA payroll whose duty it was to coordinate and faoilitate 

relations between the Block Managers and the administration. Two former 

Tu leans, MT . William Ma ye da and MT. Frank KKVK Furukawa and two newoomers 

k r . Shimada (of Rohwer??) and Mr. Namekawa of Ht. Mountan represented this 

group. These men er*ve the Advisory Council their opinions of the inoident 

and the part played' by the Negotiating GTommittoe: 

X. The Advisory Council first began to funotion after the Nov. 4 incident as 

an advisory council to Mr . Best. In the large turnover which took place 

after the incident, severa"1 members left and were eventually repiaoed by 

Robertson, Head of Operations, Black, Head of Community Management, 

Markhim, Reports offioer and MoNeil, Head of Cowhand toy marnata* Cooperative 

Enterprises. 



The recent trouble had arisen because the "Jerome faction," 

also called the Kai-Kuratomi clique, had come to Tule Lake organized. 

This clique was also supported by and under pressure from a strong * 

arm bunch from Jerome and that the leadership clique carried out 

the orders of this group "below it . " The colonists were supporting 

the interned members of the Daihyo Sha' s ward representatives, for 

although many colonists disagreed with the methods of the Committee, 

they had elected and seven had been thrown in as Specialists ' , 

among the latter being the President and the Vice-President." 

After November 4, as its members were picked up, the committee 

augmented itself. "They elected seven men and then put seven 

others in to watch them. The Committee was a minority representation 

* i I 
from the start, but there was nothing to counteract them with. 

There were a lot of people from Tule Lake who didn't like to be 

left out of it, but when all the 'black sheep' came into this camp, 

we were made to understand we couldn't have self-government, and 

even the Planning Board which isn't 'government' anyway, was broken 

up." When asked why the colony did not take steps, the representa-

tives of Civic Organization pointed out that terrorism was feared: 

"A lot of people would speak up during the day, but they have to 

sleep in the colony at night; it would be different if we didn't 

have to live there."1 

^Freely transcribed from Opier's letter^ j M M . , pp. 5, 6. 



The pioture whioh the so four Japanese presented to the Advisory 

Council was the view of Group i n and contained among some truths a 

number of fallaoeous rationalizations which the TO re moderate colonists 

had developed by this time and whioh should be en Is r^ed uoon. That 
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Oplers conclusions from this con/ ere nee were: 

(1) Tl̂ e Committee ( JDalhyo SfrS Kai ) was a minpa?Ity faction, 
(2) yirfîough a minority they'' exercised control by virtue of 

the methods; people ,/elt they must be/re sponsible for 
those in the military compound, "Lp was the j^inciple 
of the thing. " f / ¿ f 

r(3) Besides this, terroristic group^were mak^ig use of thj 
situation to prolong the incicènt*1 

The p i c t ur^'-'IM c h these f our^'^ap/ane se pre se^€ed\to the 

- T • \ y 
ittftAatfBpaÎMtaby correct^aj/chough certain state-

t iel-sm or should ''be/enlarged up oft;' That 

Advisory U 

ments a 

Kai and Kuratomi came to 'rule .Lake with a group of supporters is 

almost certain, However, that this group was possessed of more 

than a very loose type of organization is very doubtful and that 

the trouble arose because of this "organized" group is quite false 

These four antl-i^aihyo Sha men were expressing a rationalization 

that became widespread among the camp residents later: that Kai 

and Kuratomi were responsible for the November difficulties and 

had forcibly led an unwilling misguided populace into misery and 
mmmJmm 

confusion.C The history of the development of the trouble has 

/ y y 
shown that this explanation of ttie' phenomenon is ver'y superf^ 

had not Kai and Kuratomi stepped forward, someone" else, ve» / y 
likely |iir, Takahashi, woi>l'd have been pushec^mto the saddle by 

the tremendous force afi public pressure f^r action and^ould have 

become the scapajaAO^fewJ 

The statement that "Kai and Kuratomi were dominated from 

below" requires some elucidation. The "strong-arm bunch" or 

rather, one of the strong-arm groups in camp certainly supported 

them and also exerted pressure upon them. However, it was not 

a matter of the leadership clique taking orders from the "group 
J-ibid,--, pp. 
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be low" so much as the foot thot the leaders had great difficulty controlling 

their "boys" , as they are usuary called, and keeping them in line. 

The ex c la no t 'an which these evacuees gave the Advisory 

Couno il ' 

regarding the residents' support of the Daihyo Sha Kai is not entirely 

acournte. The, Negot ia t ing Commit tee and the Daihyo sha Koi, properly 

oJr^Mt i w "̂Ck» ¿^LiA^yr 
speaking, were not̂ a minor ity^pre senfen t ion. J t e ^ p s f W f f f i n f 

*fhe (*pAi/^themse lve s set up the standards of behavior. The 

basic rrotivat ions of these standards were seldom verbalized. Fundaments 1 Ty 

they werejan emotional and unreasoning hatred of the administration; a powerful 

sense of group persecution and the accompanying notion that the Japanese 

should stiok together against the "WRA administra^ ion. When to these 

prevailing co-rp attitudes a situation of almost pathological excitement , 

suoh as that which existed in late October and November of 1943 was 

added, the idea of open opposition to the lenders who had initiated aotion 

against the despised adrrinistr ion or withdrawing support from them 

once they had been arrested w a s , ® j t o r a s f o x f o r many of the 

residents, almost inconceivable. Overt opposition to thige powerful 

atttitudes or to the leaders would immediately bring down the aopelation of 

i n u * «fgo, oounter-aotion on the part of any individual or group was 

impossible. Mr. Furukawa ,himse If, in this talk with the Advisory Counoil 

conveniently forget his own attitude at the inception of the incident, 
to the writer 

later he stoted^hat 1« in truth he and the other Block Mana^e/rs 

felt the same way as the Daihyo Sha Kai in the "improvement of food and 

maintenance ." "They aaxtaji "They looked forward to improvements. Like 

me - I'd rather eat something better than beans if I oould get i t . " l / 

Moreover , 4$ tes fcxa»m8n^esspta as these evaouees told t ha administrative 

oouneil, some people did fear the Violence of the "tough-boys". But 

infintUily greater was the fear of beooming stigmatized as a dog . 

1 . P . Hankey, Notes, Jan. 8 , 1945, p . 1 . 



The attitudes of the residents at the time of the incident 

were iiftfioult for the administration to understand since they can 

sea roe iy he appreciated except by an individual who has lived in 

a camp under this kind of #raiBswraxx excitement and pressure. 

Apparently, therefore, the mpim<n four Japanese impressed the 

administration with a partially erroneous picture which they 

probably believed themselves at the time; that of a helpless 

populace frightened into submission by a small group of terrorists, 

a oonoept whioh the administration w s very eager to acoept sinoe it 

justified many of its anKAxos past actions» 
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i-ĵ ^-c ember, admit.ted to >tiie 'wìTter that in October he and the 

• other block managers felt the sane way as the Dalhyo Sha in the 

"improvement of food and maintenance." "Tfc^y looked forward to 

improvements. Like me - I ' d rather eat something better than 

\ Jae ans if I could get it. l ,l 

With these conservative/*»», members of the vested employment 

interests, who now felt it safe to criticize and denounce the 

Dalhyo Sha. lay the administration's most obvious hope of breaking 

the status quo, and bringing about colony organization and a return 

to normal conditions which, it was hoped, would be followed by the 

withdrawal of the irksome Army rule. After the Co-operative1s 

successful defiance of the dalhyo Sha Kal. meetings between small 

groups of Japanese and the Advisory Council were held almost daily. 

A Ways and means of breaking the deadlock, the status-quo, were 

discussed, most prominent among the Japanese were Messrs. Shimada, 

JMamekawa, Furukawa, Mayeda and(Naydo of the Civic Organizations,* 

Akitsuki, Yamatani, Ikemoto and Hitomi of the Co-operative 

Enterprises; m±*Aof Housing and 'i'akahashi, tm xprominent member 

of the Daihyo Shalalso took an active part. It is interesting that 

some of the seamen had, according to Mr. Tsuda, taken a prominent 

part in the attempt to reestablish the Old Tulean Planning Board 

which was made just before and after the farm accident of October 14. 

As has been explained, this attempt failed completely due chiefly 

to the fact that the Dalhyo Sha Kal managed to get organized first. 

When the Dalhyo Sha Kal began to totter, this group of early rivals 

appears to have been the first to take advantage of the situation. 
1_ ~ — "T"̂ -imni-9ir, Tnti ¡r, ITpi i D, 1 n 1 n , |I| 1 

^April 18, 1945, p. 2. 

f- • /iov^Avj^ ^¿¡^ 
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In fact, the Old M e a n s ' as a whole were probably the first to 

withdraw support, turning against the Dalhyo Sha leaders not so 

much because they were "radicals" but because they were outsiders. 

AS Mr. Tsuda stated: 

"When things popped up in Tule Lake most of the Old Tuleans 
were willing to give the i^alhyo Sha moral support. But when things 
didn't look very nice. . When the Army came in. . they were the 
first to get out. • the Old Tuleans and a few others turned against 
the Lalhyo Sha Kai . " 

The Administration, anxious to break the deadlock, made the 

very most of these contacts. Meanwhile, the afcrtiy continued to 

arrest p e o p l e " m u c h to the satisfaction of the opposition groups." 1 

Some of the individuals named above volunteered the names of 

people whom they labeled as trouble makers. The Administration 

and the Army looked upon it as a hopeful sign that the colonists 

were beginning to be willing to transmit information to the 

officials-»^ However, asywas late<r to be /proved >all too cl/ariy, 

thisyfiicti^on Was not yet typical of thy attitude of/the lai^ge 

nyrmjâ r of colonists. 

V Simultaneously the Co-op and the Civic Organizations are 

said to have supported the organization of a counter goon-squad, 

wbioh ^pl'or describes as a strong arm opposition group of about 

500 young mer^ - d by the mure moderate and tnoughtiul 

eSremont-e -irrr^He Center'." These young men planned to go in a 
D c^ 

body to the headquarters of the Ami rjh 11 n 11 mtpJi+mmfrfatoe and request 

that the remaining members of 

the 

Lalhyo Sha Kal r e s i g n | The writer is strongly inclined to view 

these statements as braggadocio. Certain young men perhaps enjoyed 

visualizing themselves in this dramatic activity, but it is most 

^Community Analyst's Letter, Lec. 29, 1943, p. 4 . 

ib id . , Opler's letter to Spicer, ^ec. 29, pp. 4 , 5 . 
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unlikely that they had any serious intentions of carrying out 

their threats. 

There is a startling difference between the opinion of Dr. 

Opler on these men who contacted the Administration and the 

opinions of the majority of evacuee informants contacted shortly 

after this period. The attitude which seems particularly attrac-

tive to Lr. Opler, i . e . , that these men felt that Tule Lake was 

not really the place for them, would damn them with the ordinary 

colonist. "Tule Lake," said most residents, "is no place for 

people who feel like that." 

Opler states: 

"Mr. Mayeda is here simplef- because his parents appealed to 
him to remain with them because their other son had 'forsaken 
them.' Since that time, they have finally come around to agree-
ment that 'l'ule Lake is no place for him. Mr. Furukawa is also 
here simply because of family reasons; as the father of five young 
children, and the solo support of aged parents, he feels he cannot 
go elsewhere and relocate; his father intends to die in Japan* 
Mr. ¿»himada likewise seems to have regrets about coming to l'ule 
Lake; he was made a block representative in the Negotiating Com-
mittee; he resigned because he thought the methods of the group 
were undemocratic and their goals open to suspicion whereupon the 
block read in the washroom a number of charges against him, includ-
ing the familiar one of inu. 1 

Takahashi has the respect of the Co-op, Civic Organization 
and the opposition groups and has in the past, opposed the Kai-
Kuratomi, or dominant clique, within the Lalhyos. He is uniformly 
described as a man of good education, courage, and excellent repu-
tation throughout the colony who was brought into the Daihyo1s 
organization to lend his prestige; he opposed the Kai faction 
throughout though without effect, but did not resign like Yamatani 
and Shimada."2 

This description should be given careful attention, for it 

was men with this background who formed the nucleus and much of the 

body of the opposition group. The Civic Organizations group, the 

Divisional Responsible Men, and the officers of the Co-operative 

r l b l d . , ¿ec. 10, 1944. p. 4. 
2 lb ld . , i-ec. 29, 1944, p. 5. 



were part, old residents of lule Lake* In a sense 

they represented vested groups. Their positions implied consider-

able prestige. Before segregation they had been in the habit of 

cooperating with the Administration, and, as Upler points out, 

some of them were undecided as to whether they ought to remain in 

Tule Lake. 

HS these men became more and more active in cooperating with 

the Administration, breaking the status quo and bringing the colony 

back to what was termed a normal state they incurred the furious 

hatred of the Dalhyo Sha Kal supporters or the gen.jyo-i.1i group 

(pro status quo) and the dislike of many of the gen.jyo-daha (anti-

status quo; people. On many occasions, when engaged in conversa-

tion with residents who themselves no longer supported the Lalhyo 

Sha, the writer was surprised by the bitterness of the invectives 

heaped upon these most active opponents of the body. 

The situation was paradoxical in the extreme. These anti-

Daihyo Sha leaders were in the peculiar position of attempting to 

improve the miserable condition of the center, when most of the 

people wished for relief but were not willing to pay the price 

of relief; giving way to the authorities. For this philanthrophy 

they received no gratitude. Most of the residents at this time 

were probably to be found between the two extreme points of view -

the radical Lalhyo Sha on the one hand and the ultra-conservative 

Co-op and Civic Organizations in the other. However, to gain relief 

from the oppressive discomfort of Army rule by approaching the WRA 

in a conciliatory matter was a method which the great majority cf 

the people was not yet emotionally ready to stomach. Once the deed 

was accomplished, most were ready to take advantage of the improved 
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situation. Yet, for leading the move.me nt which wa g looked uoon as 

cooperation with the administration, these men were never forgiven. 

Mr. Furukswo expressed himself as follows: 

"During those dark moments of oamp life many people with ohiidren, 

they had no shoes, no money, no clothing. Some of the children were 

beginning to go barefooted. The camp condition was oritical . When those 

men ^(tonxdinahinynSoXiBx (the leaders of opposition to the Ba ihyo Sha) 

stepped into the pioture they put their lives at stake, 

"You see, we had very little support when we started that thing. 

Although (we) were supported by a n the working people tha»- i s a very 

little percentage of the people in this center. And even so, a U the 

working people were not supporting ( u s ) l / 

On December 23 the Co-op and the Civic or ga nizat isns mimeographed and 

circulated widely through the oamp the minutes of the meeting with the 

Spanish Consul and the representative of the state Department, a gesture 

which, it was hoped, would disoredit the Da ihyo Sha' Kai, sinoe the 

State Department representative had stated that the dispute of the 

Tule lake Camp would definitely hold up the exchange of nationals. 2 / 

Xa» mx»* ga AdGeqrew Aamxnuc e* as* eutaa nttta ta 

FIRST MEETING OF THE DIVIS ION A I, PE SPONS IB TE ME N 

Conferences between the administration and the Civic Organizations 

and the Coop leaders were held throughout the latter weeks of December. 

Then, early in Janaary, the key workers or the D iv is iona i Responsible 

Men,acceding to pressure to return to work, held a meeting to discuss 

the matter. The officio Is of the Civic Organizations and the Co-op took 

a prominent part in this meeting which was held January 7.jjV2presentatives 

of the Paoking Shed, the Coal Crew, Maintananoe, Time Keeping, Payroll 

and Accounting, Plaoement, Co-opo ra tive, Civic Organizations, Housing, 

Clothing Unit, Hospital, Construction, Mess Management, Warehouse, and the 

GoragJ attended. Colone 1 Aust in, 

1* P . Hankoy, Notes, Jan. 8 , 1945, p. 3 . 

2 . Community Analyst's letter, Deo. 29 , 1945, p . 
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Lieutenant Forbes, Mr. ^est and Mr. Huycke attended. Colonel 

Austin made an address in which he said in part: 

"The Army is interested, as you people are, in this colony 
returning to a normal condition. The majority of the people are 
interested in a peaceful orderly existence. You people are in a 
position to take some responsibility in this regard, inasmuch as 
you know and have been working on the various jobs. ' 

"Obviously after a period such as you have gone through, we 
must not start full speed, IOU have to build up gradually. I 
think you realize this and must bear this in mind in your discus-
sion today. 

Byron Akitsuki, who was serving as/,secretary to the Co-op 

at this time, was elected chairman, -tie then addressed the assemb-

lage stating that the purpose of the meeting was to consider the 

existing situation. 16,600 colonists had suffered because of the 

political conflicts, neglect and blindness of a minority. This 

meeting had been called to find a solution to the present unhappy 

situation. 

Mr. SKimada then spoke, explaining that he had received per-/ J x / / 
Witt mission from Colonel Austin to meet yrlth the Dalhyo Kai on 

J apiary 5. However, at the appointed time, Mr. j£6zuma of the. 

XJaihyo Sha did not appear giving illness as bfis excuse and/iir. — _ _ / 

Kataoka acting in/nis "behalf stated that/without a responsible 

7 * 7 / W * 

person to conduct the meeting they enfold not very p^bceed.' 

Mr. Naido^then suggested that a resolution for returning to 

work be prepared, that a responsible political group be selected 

which would put this resolution to a vote; "abandon the existence 

of the Dalhyo Shas; and finally foster the true Japanese spirit 

and base all oijr future ideas as a gentlemanly (Japanese should." 

Mr. Hitomlxsupported Waido1s suggestion saying "A few beatings 
1„ 
Minutes of the Special keetlng of the Divisional Heads of the 
Lake WRA Project. Jan. 7 , 1944, p. 1 . 
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may result but such must be expected and prepared for . " Mr. 

Namekawa^moved that the question be put to a formal vote "and he 

motioned that the Daihyo Sha' s 'Maintenance of status quo1 be 

fi 

abandoned and workers accordingly return to their respective jobs. 

The motion was unanimously carried. . Mr. Shimada^suggested that 

Mr. Waldo's motion be carried out as follows: (the various divisions 

should meet^Lna decide whether to accept or reject the resolution; 

the result should then be announced to the colonists; the resolu-
tion would then be put to a secret vote in each block]^ The minutes 

do not state whether this suggestion was voted upon, but it was 

followed explicitly the following week. Two days later the Divi-

sional heads met again. Byron Akitsuki was again appointed chair-

man by general consent. YamataAi/and Shimada were appointed his 

advisors. The results of the vote cast by the separate divisions 

on the proposed resolution was announced. The vote was decidedly 

in favor of returning to work. Whether it was not necessary to 

take the referendum vote proposed by Mr. Shimada at the first 

meeting was now discussed at length. Opinions expressed are inter-

e sting. 

T. Ikemoto: It is not necessary to take a referendum vote. People 
who are not working would naturally oppose it . 

M. Shimada; Returning to work is the first step in restoring 
normal conditions; however, the question is whether to leave the 
camp in this abnormal condition or take the initiative step in an 
attempt to restore it , which should absolutely be on the basis of 
public opinions and finally their votes. 

J . Nakao; It is necessary. We certainly need the support of the 
colonists. 

e 
Idamoto; I favor Mr. Ikemoto's suggestion. If the referendum 
should result unfavorably, it will mean a lot to those who want 
to return to work. 

R. Kondo; Whether to return to work is a question for the workers 
to decide. It is unnecessary to refer such to the colonists. 
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J . M ai dot 11. . . 1 think it is our duty to have referendum vote. 
Otherwise the last meeting would be altogether meaningless." 

The matter was put to a vote and Resulted in 40 affirmative 
fry 

votes and two neutral. Kawai^f/then move® that a committee of 

seven be elected to prepare and make plans for the taking of the 

referendum. The following nominations were made in order: LShimada, 
( OHLmC GC-

Akitsuki, Naido, Nakao, Okamoto, Yamatani and NamekawaJ/\This body 

of seven meniw**"imtm* to assumé a position of great political 

prominence and take over the task of representing the people with 

the administration.^ 

Having decided on a referendum vote, the Divisional Heads 

and their committee named above, realized that if their plan was 

to he at all successful they must work so fast that the remnants 

of the Daihyo Sha would not have time to organize any opposition. 

Accordingly on the morning of January 10 the section formen and 

one unnamed Caucasian met and prepared a working program to follow 

up the referendum results even though the referendum had not yet 

been held. The Employment Office was moved back to the Colony, 

and a back to work program planned on the basis of obtaining a 

nuclear staff of key workers. It was decided to employ Japanese 

secretarial workers in those of the Administrative offices where 

fina 

ncial and confidential records were not kept * a security check, 

with the Army and Internal Security, was added to the ordinary 

recruitment procedure. 

The referendum vote was schedule^ for the evening of January 11. 

That morning the camp was deluged with mimeographed propaganda which 

was prepared by the Divisional Heads1 committee. In this material, 

which is included below in toto, the Dalhyo Sha Kal accused of 

failure, and of bringing misery upon the people. Most important 
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of a 11, the 6»x. Divisional Heads oomrnitted itself to an equitable distribution 

of fut"re employment ond, in somewhat ambiguous Jfsxx&y phrases, to a 

release of the detained internees. Both oommitments are very significant for 

many residents took it for granted th*t they wou Id be c arr ied oitt completely 

and o ircumstonce s made this impossible. Consequ«nt ly, the leaders of this 

movement were then re7arded as having broken their promises to the people and 

their prestige, whioh had been precarious from the beginning, evaporated 

rapidly. 
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of all the ...committee commits /tself to an equitable distribution 

of futur @f employment, and^^in somewhat ambiguoiv^ phrases to a 

release of the detainej^' internees. Both committments are yfery 
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RESOLUTION 

January 7, 1944 

WHEREAS, a normal condition was previously existing in this colony; 

WHEREAS, Daihyo Sha came into being with a purpose of bettering 
the conditions in this colony; 

WHEREAS, although the purpose of the daihyo Shas was worthy of 
being respected, the ways and means by which it has pre-
sented the demands were not in accord with accepted stand-
ard of conduct as pursued by a normal and peaceful society 

WHEREAS, this Center was subsequently placed under the control of 
the Army; 

WHEREAS, as a result the colonists have been subject to suffer from 
abnormal conditions in which a curfew is restricting the 
free movement of people, no organized recreational facili-
ties are available, and many people are left unemployed; 

WHE RE AS, the Authority with which Daihyo Shas should logically 
negotiate has officially announced that it no longer 
recognize the Daihyo Shas as the representatives of this 
colonists; 

WHEREAS, although the Daihyo Shas has utterly failed in their 
negotiation, it has not attempted to dissolve itself, 
but rather it has adopted the policy of maintaining 
the so-called status quo; 

WHEREAS, there were among the colonists who were gravely concerned 
about the future of the colonists; 



WHEREAS, on January 5, 1944, Daihyo Sha has called the meeting, 
with permission of the Army. Many division and section 
evacuees heads were formally invited to this meeting by 
the Daihyo Shas. Some 200 persons were present at this 
meeting, however, the meeting was dissolved without accomp-
lishing any purpose because the one party responsible for 
the meeting failed to be present. The evacuee division 
and section heads were in attendance to witness an amicable 
solution by the Daihyo Shas of the present existing condi-
tion. 

WHEREAS, under the circumstance, we have no other desire than to 
exist as a true Japanese and to return to Japan unashamed; 

WHEREAS, the evacuee division and section heads have concluded that 
the i>aIhyo ¿has are no longer in a position to bring back 
normal condition to the colony which is sincerely desired 
by the great majority of the colonists; 

THEREFORE: Wb Kb SOLVE THAT as a vital preliminary measure in liqui-
dating this so-called status quo as maintained by the 
•daihyo Sha and In order to bring forth normal condition 
to this colony in the very immediate future, every colo-
nists, a respectful and peace-loving resident, should 
return to the work immediately; 

NOW, BE IT .FURTHER RE SOLVED on this 7 th day of January, 1944 by 
all present that as an Initial step, each evacuee division 
and section heads will confer on this matter to the colo-
nists concerned in each division and section at meetings 
to be held at various places on January 8, 1944, from 
1:30 p.m. 

signed 

. EVACUEE DIVISIONAL AND 
SECTIONAL HEADS 

This was followed by a statement accusing the Daihyo Sha of 

failure: they had "conclusively failed in their purpose of better-

ing the conditions of the center," they had not tried to obtain 

the release of the detained men, and they were unable to check 

the increasing number of internments. The economic suffering 

which the families were undergoing under the status quo, the policy 

of holding to passive resistance until the ^rmy and the administra-

tion gave way, was pointed out with the comment that such self-

imposed suffering did not reflect upon an individuals loyalty to 

his country. 
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A summary of the January 6 meeting of the Division and Section 

heads wa3 given and the information that these groups had voted 

overwhelmingly to return to work. 

The new body pledged itself to the following committments: 

h QUIT ABIE DISTRIBUTION OF FUTURE EMPLOYMENT 

It Is our duty to materialize an equitable distribution of 

employment because it is the principal source of income for most cf 

the colonists residing in this center. After restoring this center 

back to normal condition, a plan can be worked out in which there 

will be employment possibility for the greatest number of residents. 

RETURN TO NORMAL CONDITION WILL AID IN THE RELEASE OF THE DETAINED 
PERSONS — 

The return of the colony to normal condition will create a 

favorable atmosphere where the justifiable release of detained 

colonists will become a greater possibility. 

It is an unwise contention that if the status quo is liqui-

dated, the persons detained will be deemed as guilty. I f the 

status quo is maintained, there will be no possibility whatsoever 

for negotiation for the release with either the WRA or the Army, 

not only that, but also It has become evident that the longer the 

status quo is maintained, the more colonists would be looking out 

of the stockade. 

••i'liy èTëciiion wks hel/ by se 
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THE JREPEKENDUM VOTE 

The vote was held by secret ballbt with soldiers present. Soldiers 

also assisted in the vote counting, a foot whtoh was regarded with 

suspicion by some evacuees. Moreover, as an additional precaution some 

14 or 15 persons thouglito be vociferous supporters of the Negotiating 

Committee were arrested and confined in the stockade the evening before 

the election, l / 

The ialflwrtr^x night the returns began to oome in the following comments 

were made by members of the opposition group in the Civio Organization's 

off ioe . Co lone 1 Aust in was present. 

X . Kuratomi * obtains and his wife informed me of this a day or so before I 

left T. IPke and I don't have it in my notes. P . H . 
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The vote from Block 11 was decidedly favorable (against the 

status quo), ¿aid Mr. Furukawa, "Why that was the headquarters of 

that bunch of blank-blanks! (Hemnant of Daihyo Sha Kai) Maybe 

we ought to have them open up an office in every block. Then 

others would get a real taste of those guys." 

When the vote was announced for Ward VI, it showed most blocks 

defeating the proposal, statements like the following were made to 

Colonel Austins 

"We're going to need a lot more fences around here,*1 

"They voted against food too. now about a hunger strike for 
those guys." 

"No coal for that block." 

Austin said, "Let's give them weiners for a week." Someone 
answered, "Say, wait a minute — that's food! real foodl How about 
salt herring only? Flat stinking fishes?" Said Furukawa, " I 
say don't give them any food. They don't need iti " l 

The official report on this election was; 2 

Total number of ballots -- 8941 
Total No. of ballots A G A I N S T S T A T U S QUO --4593 
Total HO. of ballots FOR STATUS QUO 4120 
Plurality 473 
Blank ballots 228 
Valid ballots 8713 

The result by blocks was; 

Against STATUS QUO 36 
For STATUS QUO 27 

The pro-daihyo Sha remnant immediately attacked this result 

and distributed the following "report" of which one sheet written 

In Japanese fell into the hands of the administration. 

"Heport of Present Condition" 
by 

JMippon Patriotic Society 

"The results of the referendum votes taken by force on January 
11, 1944, after due investigation, is as follows: 

Community Analyst's Letter, Jan. 12, 1944, p. 4 . 
2 i b i d . , Jan. 14, 1944, p. 3 . 
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31 blocks for status quo 
29 blocks against status quo 
4 blocks not clear 
1 block refused to vote 

"Ballots carried away by the Array, without even opening was 
the reason. One block refused to vote as they decided it was not 
necessary, Total was 64 blocks which voted. 

"Do you intend to support such a word and action to liquidate 
the status quo by betraying the JJalhyo Sha, whome we, the whole 
colonists, elected? Do you recognize or consider this referendum 
taken without freedom of speech legal* 

"Colonists; Do you intend to work from your own selfishness 
for a bait offered with false reports published by this so-called 
Agogsf? Will you take action when you know i t ' s dishonorable and 
accept their offer? 

"We hereby submit to your cool and sane judgment on this matter." 

"Nippon Jeatriotic Society"1 

This paper does not appear to have made much impression on 

the people. Very few informants accuseythe Administration or the 

nrmy of perpetrating a deliberate hoax. Most admit that the people 

were discouraged and impressed with the futility of carrying on 

the status quo. A few state that the people were frightened by 

the presence of the army at the polls and voted against status quo 

because they feared that their ballot might be examined. cdpZA 
ij^ryXt Avvi Vki ItvJLd 

The Administration cho^e to regard this shallow victory, a 

majority of 2.7% of the ballots cast, as a sign of the withdrawal £ 

of public support from the Dalhyo Sha Kal. The small majority was V o 

explained by pressure, threats, and misunderstanding. Japanese 

Informants, however, give a different explanation. Many people 

were becoming tired of the/ inconvenience^ hardship^of the 

status quo, which appeared to be accomplishing nothing. Incon-

venience and hardship outweighed loyalty to the representatives 

by a small margin. QkjM^j 
Mr.^BR, a neutral stated: 

L_El. -v 
1 i b l d . J p. 8 . 
2 

ib id . , p. 4 . 
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"The main reason (status quo broke) was not because they 

didn't want to stick with the Negotiating Committee but -- -e&e 
OF THE main p u a s s a s IIUB lack of finance. Another reason is they 
didnTt want to loaf along doing nothing. Time lags so monotonous 
. . . . B? -rr ""art " hunch Japanese s©*3 ̂ e-re guarte're-d kere, 
•fcjaai is a diffcrent i thing«, But these are-women and children*>and 
»«Ivilians? 

"When the vote was taken here the status quo lost by 400 
votes. That shows that the people who are favoring status quo 
are greater in number. Because many who favored status quo did 
not vote. They thought it was the way to go to the stockade. 
A lot of people thought they might be pulled in. They had a 
soldier by the vote box."lit 

Mr ./v flujiniuUu stated: 

"You'd be surprised how many people voted for status quo. 
They were still gluttonous for punisliment, or they had voted for 
it in the beginning. It was my opinion that status quo wouldn't 
accomplish a darn thing but would only Increase the peoples' 
sufferings. You can't have status quo and expect things to 
i m p r o v e J 

The Divisional Heads met the day after the election (Jan. 12) 

to plan the back to work movement. They decided not to circulate 

each block result, since in blocks where the status quo had lost, 

those who had voted for status quo might be criticized. It was 

thought wiser merely to tell the people that status quo had been 

defeated^ 36 to 27 

However, reporting back to work "tomorrow" was conceded to 

be impossible, since many former evacuee positions were still filled 

by Caucasians who would require some notice of termination. 

Li'T'i cUir'-posTtrrgiT"of tm sue eg a sf urfopp ffgrtTon/Twho 

now had to t/ke on the Negotiating Committee's pisk of dea^ng with 

the Administration is shown by the following section of tl/e minutes: 

"The /Advisory Council . . L plans to hold a meeting/probably 
today wit/, all divisions chiefs, section head®, sub-section chiefs, 

Hankey, Notes, Mar., 1944, p. 50. 
2 i b l d . , April, 1944, p. 31. 

^Minutes of the Special meeting of the Divisional Heads of the Tule 
Lake Center, Jan. 12, 1944, p. 1 . 
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THE ATTITUDES OF THE OLD TULEAIT POPULATION 

From Miyamoto and bakodta reports 
descrintion of the Old Tulean's 
pre-segregation attitude should 
oome here. I know litt&e about 
how they felt except that they 
didn't smttstEpaMDiMiiiicini^ desire much change 

they were afraid of the new-
comers and disliked them and 
of them handed out the line of 
"bull ah out kactî s: Tule "being a 
camp for peo pie of "one mind.? 

The segregees who remained in Tule Lake were character-

ized by so me what different attitudes. Though they shared 

many of the resentments/of the newcomers, on the whole they 

did not with to change the camp, especially if the attempt 

to effect changes would cause 
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trouble. Moreover, they looked upon themselves as the established group, the 

"Old Timers" as one nisei girl expressed i t , and felt that if any changes were to 

be made, they should take the initiative or should at least be consulted, ^hey 

did not take kindly to being told by the newcomers that Tule Lake was a dump, 

that the food was bad and the facilities far inferior to the relocation oenters 

from whioh the oomplaining transferees had come. Some old Tuleans admitted that 

the facilities of Tule might have been inferior, but defended their acquiescence 

to the conditions by aocusing the transferees of demanding luxury. One young 

YV\ • W T O ) 
woman said, "What do they expect. After all , there's a war on." 

Repeatedly, old T ulean informants spoke nostalgically of "the old Tule Lake" 

and remarked that it was gone forever. "Before the segregees came in people got 

along well . There was peace." Since conditions in the pre-segregation Tule lake 

had at times been far from peaoeful as, for instance, at the time of military 

registration, this attitude was an obvious expression of hostility to the 

aggressive newoomers who were threatening the political control, the intricate 

inner-camp politics, the most influential positions, and the economic oontrol, 

the better employment opportunities, which the old Tuleans hoped to maintain. 

A very ©"brer old Tulean, Mr. Tsuda, stated: 

"The old ^uleans figured they had a priority in ^ule Lake. The other 

people who came in were strangers. The old C l e a n s were supposed to know 

and do everything. They thought they had the right to . Then the people 

who oame from the other centers had a different viewpoint. They felt the 

jobs and everything should be according to the population. But the old 

Tuleans didn't think that way . " * 

Some old Tuleans termed the pressure group's attempt to improve the camp a 

high-handed and unnecessary effort to make the camp over. "All they (the newcomers) 

did was talk, talk, talk . " The younger men in the transferee group who, feeling 

the need of exhibitionism, broke up nisei dances, behaved rudely to the girls and, 

1. 
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in general, acting according to their own peculiar concept of the acme of 

"Japanese" behavior, were criticized and looked upon with scorn and fear. They 

I 

were termed "the kibei yogore" or "the geta boys" and were cordially disliked by 

the nisei girls . When discussing this period of camp l i f e , old Tuleans often lay 

a large part of the hostility between the groups to the fact that the old Tuleans' 

held the "key positions" in employment and had the best jobs. Most old Tuleans 

admit that this was the truth although they may not admit that the complaint was 

just . 

As the greater part of the transferees denunciations of the old Tuleans 

were rationalizations so were the greater part of the counter-denunciations heaped 

upon the transferees by the in-group. Fear and resentment of the ambitious new-

oomers was often, though not always, hidden under the statement that the trans-

ferees were "radicals" or "agitators." The following attitude given by , an 

old Tulean nisei girl^ exemplifies this: the newcomers, she said, wanted "to 

orush this camp and make a new one" and the "old Tuleans got along well (before 

segregation)." The old Tuleans did not get along at all well but thé difficulties 

of the past two years appear to have been forgotten in the face of the antipathy 

to the threatening transferees. L 

"What the old Tule Lake was, i t ' s never going to be again. Then 

there were people from three states here, Washington, California, and Oregon. 

We got along well . . . But now . . . 

"We found out right off that the segregees who came from other centers 

were jealous of the old Tuleans - that they had higher positions. They 

wanted to take that over. Somebody came into the Community Activities 

office and broke the chairs and typewriters. We woro auppoood to-brg-ggTving 

11 in poeplis. They (the segregees) didn 't give us a ohance. 

"The people who oame in had one object: to crush this oamp and make a 

new one. But the Old Tuleans interfered with t h a t . ' ^ v " 

At a later interview the same informant said: 

"They said we Tuleans were soft and good-for-nothing."^^ 

I b i d . , August 17, p. 4 . 

* 2f. I b i d . , September 14, p. 2 

J /v ^ r H i W ' # 
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During a conversation with four nisei g irls , two of whom were old Tuleans 

and two transferees of the same conservative oonviotipns as the old Tuleans, 

a nisei woman in her thirties, who had been very active politically in the center 
» 4 1 

which she had left for Tule Lake, remarked: ^ ^ ^ - U 

"The Tuleans here were the old Timers. The strangers who came in 

didn 't oonsult with the old Timers., They were going to control the camp." 

"L" wao prooont-a'fe •bhio talk and^ added, 

"They didn't like the idea of the old Tuleans having all the key 

jobs either. 

Mrs^ ' if " admitted that conditions at Tui© Lake were not ideal, but concluded: 

"After a l l , this is war and we oan't ejjjeot luxury." 

" D11 "^uiu Miu ty oId Tulean nisei girl^ added with a note of offended community 

pride: 

"The first thing that struck me funny: the people from the 

other centers oame in here and expected luxury. They said the latrines were 

bad, the food was bad, the housing was bad: everything was bad . " 

Mrs. 'iflP'Athen pointed out the fallacy between the adoption of a stoic Japa-

nese attitude and these complaints; admitting, however, that she herself did not 

think everything was as it should be at Tule Lake or the other centers, for that 

matter, and that it was probably the fault of the local Administrations. 

"Fundamentally, they say they are loyal and want to go back to Japan. 

Then they should be willing to go through hell to get there. 

" I feel that Washington is trying to do the right thing by us but that 

often we're not getting what we should be from there (the looal Administra-

tion) . I felt that from the beginning, even the first camp I went into. 

Even if they get only five cents a day (in graft) from each of us - why, 

they 'll be millionaires. 

"When we first oame in here the food was O . K . " 

The two old Tulean girls present remarked that before segregation, when Mr. 

Peck was Chief Steward, the "food had been terrible. " After segregation it had 

improved. 

1 • I b i d . , p . 4 . 

2 . I b i d . , September 19, p . 2 . 
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Another excellent expression of old Tulean attitudes came from a nisei girl 

who ¡J® employed in the high school off ice . , ' ^ ^ d i d j a o t exhibit as much 

prejudice against the segregees as V and made a deliberate effort to ex-

press herself objectively. 

"You know what I thought. I thought this would be a peaceful camp. 

I thought that since it was a camp of all people going back to Japan we'd 

have the same combination. But due to people tilth selfish reasons, they 

made riots. Those people were quiet baok homey But having nothing to do, 

they made trouble here. ( U^-UM ^xXrw^iV . ) . 

" I was disappointed. I expected a different spirit and living peaceful. . . 

"Being a Tulean, we felt that they were making it tough for us . We 

had nothing (like the trouble) before they came in . 

" I guess we were all employed and had the best jobs and they didn*t 

like that e i t h e r . " 1 

An elderly issei woman gave her opinion of the transferees without mincing 

any words. Her remarks oould not be taken down verbatim and are reproduced from 

memory% 

"Before "these people" came here, everything was quiet. Everything 

went f ine . But when these people from Gila, Poston, Jerome, and Topaz came 

in, all they could talk about was how fine things had been where they came 

from. In the relocation camps the food was better; there they had nice 

houses, or they had fine white bath tubs. Things at Tule Lake (they said) 

were no good, ^hese newcomers, all they do is talk , talk, talk . 

"The trouble in oamp was all made by a few people. If the Tule Inkers 

say anything the others say they are ikujinashi (spineless). So they don't 

say anything. They don't want trouble. . , 

"The Way these few trouble-makers ybehave is/not true ^amato/T)ayshi. 

The personf who ree^ly acts according to Yamato Damashi majtes hiflsel/ low and 

does not /talk. I ' ' / 

The informant added with unusual frankness: 

"The people in Tule Lake think they will stay in T ule Lake and maybe 

go baok to Japan after the war. Maybe they will stay in this country. But 

some of the people who came in, they want to go baok right away. All they 

do is talk, talk , talk." , î j 

¿Lupous ^ U ^ a , * y \ A < K ^ v ^ ^ ^ 

"Ifest^'', was even more anti-pathetic to the newcomers than the nisei girls 

quoted previously. ''Then asked to describe her first reaotion to the transferees, 

1 . I b i d . , September 19, p . 2 . 

2 . i b id . , September 27 , 1944, p . 2 . 
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"The first thing that happened to me was that one of my uniforms was 

stolen (her nurses' aide uniform). It was stolen right off the line from 

my back poroh. That never happened before. . . 

" I think they (transferees) came here with a chip on their shoulders. 

"Right after they came we had a welcome dance and the kibei came and 

told the people to go home. Everything was supposed to be Japanese, they said. 

"When they arrived they broke down buildings, busted walls, and built 

bonfires and went around shouting 'Banzai. 

This young woman, who lived in a block whioh was predominantly old Tulean 

appeared to have a particularly active grudge against the transferee "kibei" boys. 

She stated that she hated them; they were trouble-makers; they were always goose-

stepping around (in their Japanese exercises) early in the morning and waking her 

up; they made life miserable for the nisei because there were so many more kibei than 

nisei in oamp and the nisei could do nothing about i t . She recounted an incident whioh 

occurred at one of the first blook meetings she attended. An absent-minded man, who 

was not listening or did not understand the issue under discussion, applauded out of 

turn. Immediately the tough boys said: "Let 's get that guy after the meeting." The 

man had to sneak out quietly to escape a beating . " 2 

ul Hie fdoulij ts - flrmth nf Hrnfci ,1 thy Toward 

Tĥ -rfi a£ th" web© "p tèe i1ronm -H-in-t- Tfril* La 

Population 
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¿>L 

fcfriuii uumui soon warn/bitterly di 
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f&jdU UJ^v 
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Sgmfato a&anaflxflkagti an xlx 

GROWTH OF TRANSFEREE HO STL LIT Y TOWARD THE OLD TUIEAN POPUIAT ION 

THE "if111—* FENCE-SITTER AND YES»YES CONCEPT 

The resentments and frustrations of the transferees 
and their initial resentment and distrust of the older population 

manifested themselves in the development of a peculiar and 

fallacious concept. The transferees pictured themselves 

as sincere repatriates or expatriates "loyal" to Japan and 

accused the Old Tuleans of havi ng among their number a 

very large percentage of persons who were fence-sitters, 

"loyal" to neither country or who were Yes-Yes and "loyal" 

to America, who had remained in Tule Lake not out of a 

sincere desire to go to Japan but because they did not w t h 

The fact that an unknown number of Old Tuleans 
to move. 

had refused to register for Military Registration and so had 

never committed themselves was pointed to as evidence that a 

fast number of Old Tuleans had never made UP their minds, i . e . f 

were fence sitters. However, even Old Tuleans who had 

legitimate status as segregees, having applied for repatriation 

or expatriation or having answered No-No were branded as 

insincere and accused of having answered in this manner only 

so that they could stay in Tule Lake. Certain transferees 

decided that the WRA had perpetrated a deceitful trick, 

putting them down in a center purported to be for segregees 

only but actually populated by a large number of fcltasifcEaribc 

HBBn±Bpaxtar±± fence-sitters, "loyal" to neither country, or 

"Yes-Yes" loyal to the United States, who were to be used to 

spy on them. ±hs:nQMnSniBansnitEKnxaiss Moreover, then the 

loud complaints of the newcomers were not received sympathetically 

by the older inhabitants, the Old Tuleans were called ikujinashi 

(spineless) , and were described as being w i l i w t n , „ * 
& j-t-i-g uo submit 
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to any humiliation or mistreatment from the administration. 

There was, of c arse, little logic in either of these 

accusations. For although-a significant part of the Old 

Tali an population had placed themselves in "disloyal" status 

because they did not want to leave Tule Lake , the transferees 

conveniently forgot that a great many of their number had also 

taken the step of segregation for many other reasons than a 

desir e to return to Japan. They were also inclined to forget 

that a large proportion of the transferee grouo bame to 

.Tule Lake as voluntary segregees, issei, "loyal to America" 

accompanying their "No-NO" children, or nisei, "loyal to 

America" accompanying their repatriate parents. Hot infre-

quently a whole family moved to Tule Lake on the strength of 

on segregee members. If or yiiaigBxl&B^MirynirHagiaMin^ggAqTOnHj^ 

aiKEk as the report by Mr. Miyamoto olearly shows, were the 

Old Tuleans spineless and meek. 

Since this fe attitude ±x probably tfagimrosrfamiJBD^Mamgt 

influenced behavior in Tule Lake more powerfully than any 

other single factor it is unfortunate that its development 

cannot be accurately tranced fronji fchznHB&n±k£ the beginMng 

of segregation. All that is positively known is that it 

was widespread and very powerful in the spring of 1944. 

However, iAx±.am.knarsvR iikscfc: hostility to the fence-sitters and 

the Yes-Yes was already well developed in the relocation 

centers by those individuals and grouns who ka±nidDcmi;ks: 

otnimsiAtK purported to hold to the onposite view. It is 

also possible that some of the transferees came to Tule Lake 

with the fallacious notion that this segregation center would 

be different and that 
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grafting with evacuee food. The ^ewcomers promptly took 

over these resentments also. When the tension and discontent 

reached a climajt and axsxfc ovei^rotest and orgi nization were " 

initiated by the HSUE newcomers, a large proportion of the 

Old Tulean population became infected withthe excitement 

and supported thea^Mi; uprising. 
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" ni seiy^ accompanying their repatriate parents. Not 

infrequently a whole family moved to Tule Lake on the strength of one segregee member. 

Tinn — J yiipQ̂  ..Tir|Ftiir|*-Tr4^-'j 7 ' ^ r a a i 1 ^ Til 3 ©ans-and tiW segregee shimmed iate ly 

r 
after ih* segregation, the old Tuleans did not at first 

attempt to oonoeal their practical motives for remaining in Tule Lake. This honesty, 

however, was viewed with horror and amazement by some of the over-sensitive trans-

ferees and furnished a convenient mechanism for rationalization*.A A»%±pathylta*J&^ 
is, . , w ' « - .. Hh* /f -—<—îf/ limii.II- . / y ̂ ^ 

old- Q!ulimjrr1ffmrriw=*i»3r^^g,yntia'h1 j o J a M ^ t t t ^ f e g w ^ a j*£-adga«tago 

ifrtn s Barrage or aoousa^tTmo •tha'trffiey"'we're noT trtribyw iUoya&Ufco/Japan. This anxiety 

over the difficult time the "Np^No" group would have with the,/Yes-Yes" was expressed 

tfcn ibkm Hi iljer even before ^segregation took place. A veryyirank transferee reyafarked 

the night before he left Gila: 7 
I 

"Another/thing, people are thinking aboug after they get to Tyrle - take 

here in Rivers, the groups are more or less divided into Yes and Nb groups. 

Naturallyy4f the Yes group plays its oards/right and apple-pol^hes, the 

chances pf their getting better paid positions in the office more or less 

enhanced'. The Yes group is more or less/under the thumb of/the administration. 

Any t;:ine the No people had a kick coining the first people/they had to see (in 

the Offices) were Yes people. Especially if the Project/Director and the 

majority of the Caucasian staff is rtore or less unsympathetic with the No 

. gr oup." ( ——' ' 

The transferees greatly exaggerated the number of "fence-sitting1 old Tuleans. 

They began to spfeak of the old Tuleans as ikuiinashi (spineless), stated that they were 

willing to take/anything from the Administration, that they did nô t wish to return to 

Japan. Certain:: transferees decided that WR.Aj had perpetrated a deceitful trick, putting 

them down in a |center purported to be for sAgregees only and actually populated by a 

large number ot "Yes-Yes" people, still " l /yal to the Unfced States" who were to be 

used to spy oil them. Gtmo wag thn dream jfeha'b in Tulb lAife Siere WflUlfl be lio-̂ ao&e oon-

fiiabstrof̂ opirtTon en "loyalty" lw-fflCPe'Teftftfl-sn 

1. Hankey "Notes on Segregation," pp. 70-71. 
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Many of the transferees and a still larger part of the old Tulean population 

were not affected in this manner and kept to the opinion that after all , everybody in 

Tule Lake should be treated as i f they really wished to return to Japan. But certain 

minorities, particularly among the transferees from Jerome, Poston and Topaz that 

—tJL^ Hjt-a» '•"V̂ o a-wi ir^J^ ixJU T, ) c^-^-J k-t 
the situation could not be tolerates. > Kew Phi»1 jwMimanf nffantod thu duivc lu}imiglit of 

— T -

J j j flrimirri nln ilil mr n 111 be tftê pr-e« jui e ^ ou]» ami 

in itspropel piKce. ! r^-v^— ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The following verbatim statements made by transferees from Gila, Jerome, Topaz 

and Manzanar are examples of this tiUmm&fte transference of blame for the frustration. 

From a letter written by a kibe i woman, an active "agitator" from JeromeTc) 

"When we learned the facts of failure on the part of the WRA to carry out 

this as a segregation center, that many a loyal ones still remained here in large 

numbers and many uncertain in status: the No-Yes, the Yes-No, the non-registrants, 

this,„the dump, certainly was no place for us. . . . ^ J j 

To ma toe this center livable tas possible as we^Aave been privileged in other 

center, to ascertain a certain status as a repatriate and expatrj/ftp not to be 

dealed alikfe with the other wfíoentain e l e n i e n t I t wis the feeding &nd the opinion 

of the segnegees to form a. bentrál committe^^o carry out thKse above -mentioned 

facts for the benefits or our oyn and feJLt it most nécessal^y to ascertain a 

certain si»tus as we previous had expaerced. . . . I 1 

Whaf the formaf Tuleans /or th^runnrrtn ir̂ jjitr- tJjmjght at this Jtime I have 
no idea, put the s^gregees wqre a3Í for 

A nise girl from Topaz ,yy toe young to take any part in political activity gave her 

reaction as follows: Her remarks on the Co-op are particularly noteworthy, since they 

were shared by many transferees. 

"Another thing that struok us was the great number of Yes-Yes people and people 

who hadn't registered who were here. We had expected just one group and had ex-

pected tp run this camp as we wanted to. We had high hopes of that. . . 

"We notioed the people here were so easy going and let everything up to the 

Administration, and didn't bother to put in their viewpoints or anything. 

"Especially about the Co-op. It was so different from the other Co-ops. We 

shocked to see all the vegetables, potatoes and luxuries like cosmetics and desserts, 

because at Topaz we just had simple cupcakes and one kind of oooky and things like 

that. We didn't have varieties there and yet that was adequate for us there. 

"At first it was so new to us and so long since we had gone to a store that we 

were glad. But as time went on we noticed that it wasn't so good. That was one 

1 . R . Hankey, Notes, July 18, 1944, pp. 2-3 
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way of wasting our money as well as giving the government an opportunity 

of not feeding u s . " 1 

At a later interview this same young woman gave the following apt description 

of the segregees' feelings toward the old Tuleans. Dm all iMs Tji'iufnegm this is 

i'Afla.'liftfrlL segawfrgetnn 

"Most of the former Tuleans who are here, they're the type that are 

never for anything. They're always saying, ' I f only we would be quiet, it 

would be all right. Why make trouble?' Maybe i t ' s beoause they're country 

people. A lot of them are Sacramento farmers. 

"They're always saying, 'Before you people came it was this way and 

that way.*' We try to explain to them but they don't get it through their 

heads • A 

A young kibei girl from Gila said: W * • 

"There were some families here - old Tuleans - who said, 'We haven't 

decided whether we're going back to Japan yet. Our boys just refused to 

register. ' I told my parents, 'Gee, they just stayed here. They didn't 

want to go out . ' I don't have much respect for them." 3 

A young nisei girl from Gila , definitely not a supporter of the pressure 

group, said: 

"Afe tho L'c lcgftfeiem camp bliere were B6 r ^ a j ^ u L l e d ^ u L a'? ^Dut^W^ * 

found 5,000 Yes-Yes here. They (the transferees) thought they should be 

kicked out . " 4 _ ^ A 

A young nisei man from Manzanar ,/\who became involved in the pressure group 

after it was established, stated: 

"That's a very important point. I think about 7 ,000 people were left 

here. Among those people there is quite a number who have no intention of 

going to Japan. Possibly half of them should go out of camp." 

An older nisei from Manzanar,/\who, Although he did not arrived in camp until 

February, admitted that he had come to the oonolusion that this attitude was very 

important, said: 

1 . July 18, i b i d . , p . 1 

2 . I b id . , August 7 , p . 2 . 

3 . Ib id . , July 19, p. 3 . 

4 . I b i d . , p . 4 . This number is an exaggeration. 

5 . M a . , July 30 , p . 4 . 
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"By gathering the news from the people, I think it amounts to this . 

I presume the people who came here as segregees from various centers were 

very much surprised to see the large amount of people of different status 

remaining in camp. You have to take into consideration the feeling of the 

segregees 

K . , an internee from Leupp, who also did not arrive in camp until after the 

outbreak of trouble, wrote such a detailed, honest aocount of his first reaction 

to the presenoe of the loyal group that it should be included here: 

"Let us not forget the political side of the question. We who were 

segregated as unloyal must be considered heart and soul Japanese and for 

Japan. Yet among us the WRA has permitted the loyal group to remain. For 

what purpose we do not know unless their residence is permitted in order 

to employ them as spies. This is one of the sore spots requiring immediate 

attention. 

"The greater majority of these so-called loyals are not truly patriotic. 

They've declared themselves loyal because of personal reasons; the greatest 

of which is to avoid the conscription into the Japanese Military Forces in 

the event when exchange of prisoners of war is speedily carried out. But 

should they remain in the U .S . by swearing allegiance, they would escape that 

fear of being conscripted since this government then was deferring all Japa-

nese nationals^ to 4C and 4F. So they did and considered themselves wise and 

safe, laughing at those who hastily renounced their loyalty to the country 

of their birth . . . . 

"This No-Yes-No group is doubly despised by the true adherents to Japan 

and to their Emperor. They are neither Americans nor Japanese. They are 

men without a country. 

"Now to further crowd this camp with such opportunists of No-Yes-No 

would create trouble. Therefore their admittance here will be greatly de-

plored. We do not want them. Those amongst us now ought to be thrown into 

a camp of their own. « . . . 

"Is it not palpable the Administration. . . . is making a critical mistake 

of grouping people of contra-political beliefs here at Tule Lake? The de-

mand to remove the loyals out of this camp has only been partially met. I 

hope for the good of all concerned, further augmentation of the loyals with 

the No-Yes-No group from various camps will not be permitted under any cir-

cumstance. We do not care to mingle with the degenerates."3 

By "further augmentation of the loyals" K . referred to the widespread camp 

disapproval of bringing anymore people to Tule Lake on a voluntary basis , i . e . , 

persons who had not asked for repatriation or expatriation or persons who had not 

answered "No-No." 

At a later date, K . expressed his opinion of the old Tuleans more specifically. 

1 . I b id . , p. 8 . 

2 . "K" undoubtedly intended to say "Japanese-American citizens" here. 

3 . JYK, Ms. pp. 7-9. 

• • 
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The aocusations that they held the key positions in employment, that they were 

given preferenoe in obtaining jobs and that they stayed in Tule Lake to make 

money were widely believed and repeated. 

"The people from the Sacramento Valley are staying here today. 

Perhaps they knew each other so well, they didn't want to be parted. . . . 

To avoid the trouble of packing and moving to another oamp and living 

among strangers again. And those who were doing a good business here -

(v apaaks in hanei •>••"« fig mimiru uimh m e ^ w M ^ . Some of them 

were probably making more money than ever before in their lives. 

"They were holding all the key positions. I was told (that) when 

I arrived here. I noticed it myself: if you tell the placement office 

which center you come from they don't pay muoh attention. But if you 

were an old Tulean, you seemed to get a job right away. When I told 

them 1 was from Leupp, the girls in the office made a face. . . . 

"All the old Tuleans were pulling for the old C l e a n s . They got 

into the good positions and just stuck with i t . ^he others had the left-

overs."i , 

JC > A G-ICcOfcw*' 
Another Leupp ex-internee young kibei made the same accusation: 

"A fellow who works at the statistics office said that the old Tuleans 

had all the good jobs."2 f 

A member of the Negotiating Committ^e^expNBssed his disgust with the old 

inhabitants of Tule Lake as follows: 

"There were also a lot of old Tuleans who stayed here solely for their 

own good. I admire a person who pledges his loyalty to America and would 

show his loyalty by doing something about it . 

"Most of the Japanese stayed here because they wanted to get out of 

the draft. They wanted to stay here to. . . . Besides many of them were 

making money here. . . In other centers there is not so much money to be 

made. But to make money in here is wrong. If people want to make money 

they should get out."3 

A conservative young niseiiitransferee from Gila described the attitude 

prevailing among the segregees soon after their arrival and the response of the 

old Tuleans as follows: 

" I noticed that the Tule Lakers were all regretting the fact that this 

has become a segregation oamp. They said, 'Gee, this camp was such a nice 

place before segregation.' 

5tixjuBtiB«dtxiiha±x±k«xSEiaiK "We oomplained and they complained. In other 

words, they thought segregation wasn't as good as it should have been."^ 

^fc 1. R. Hankey, Notes, August 21, pp. 1-2. 

2. Ib id . , August 23, p . 2 . 

3 . Ib id . , September 11, 1944, p . 5 . 

4 . Ibid . , August 30, 1944, pp. 1-2. 
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This hostility between the two groups, tiie transferees and the old 

inhabitants o / Tule Lake deve/>ped soon after segregation. Almost I year 

later the d/fferences had n /t been resolved: a / arge amount of thp mutual 

distrust /ontinued . When/ in June and July 1943, the writer/attempted to 

extend j/\er oirole of ol/ Tulean acquaintances and informants ^nrough her 

trans/eree friends si}/ met with no succ&fis whatever. " I ^ n ' t know any old 

Tul /ans" ; "We don't"'associate with thsfa"; "We don't see/eye to eye on any-

thing" ; she was Id repeatedly. Two intelligent n i / e i girls said with 

aelioate scorn* # 

/ / 
"Tttey don't seem to have much in common with us. Several girls 

work ijf' our office, but ŵ f don't get a l o n ^ " 1 

It should be kept in mind that the bulk of the transferees were not as 

militant, arrogant and pro-Japanese as the old Tuleans paint them and the bulk 

of the Old Tuleans were by no means as meek, spineless and pro-American as 

the transferees insist . Some of the older inhabitants of Tule Lake were 

strong supporters of the pressure group's attempt at reform. In spite of 

their idealistic statements, some of the transferees came to Tule Lake with 

no intention of returning to Japan; others came determined to sit on the 

fenoe until the course of the war indioated which country would make a more 

satisfactory future home. Judging only by uncritically acoepted verbatim 

statements, the dichotomy between the attitudes-of the true groups would 

appear to be enormous. This dichotomy however is an artificial one, built up 

by the conflicting desire for camp dominance. While there probably were more 

d^EdbA^±ia»«iP®wUfenoe sitters among the old Tuleans, both groups had very 

similar reasons for remaining in or coming to Tule Lake and both groups had 

muoh the same interests in approaching the administration to demand improve-

ments in camp facilities or a uniform status as legitimate segregees. 

1 . I b i d . , September 11, p. 3 . 



The fol lowing are s isth and f i f t h grade students answers to 

a question put by a Caucasian teacher as to what they would l i k e , 

to do more than anything else in the w o r l d . 

V 



BG AMD K-K-T-open oohf lict be t^een 

Wjj 
This section is inolusivt, giving discr ipfc ions of the f ight , the 

reactions of t Yfi BG faction and of the K-K-T- foot ion. The attitudes of 

the residents and the trial are a is o included« 

For specif io threats by the EG against Kai see ; D-25-1-44; D-27-2«44 

jjf j-22-3-4«45 in this section. 



THE POSTON OLIQJE 

This is one of those nebulous but possibly important pieces of 

informat ion that filtered out onoe the big shots of the BG had been 

interned. Both Kuratomi and Kurihara informed me that the small group 

of powerful leading lights behind the BG, e speoia n y in its pre -August 

12, 1944 stage was oorr.posed of a small grouc of people from Poston 

lead by Taohibana and containing Ono, the member of the Be se grega t ion 

Committee and the Uohida family - £eLuktyof the black belt . Kuratomi 

implied that this bunch had worked together in Poston before coming to 

J-'uTe Take . of course, there WK re no doubt other important leaders. 1 am 

inclined to the v if w that the Poston bunch at least stuck together and 

formed, perhaps, the most Powerful faction in the BG. 
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KURIHARA, . tt itudfsjmd act iv it les of, re RG 

This section contains everything Kurihara ever said or did about the 

Be se gre gat ion Group and also the things other informants said he d i d . 

Unfortunate ]y many items are included under other headings but these 

are notedbn the oord/q 



Th is section is conoerned as si with the factional battle over the 

issue of the stockade detainees, the chief point of »ta i l oonf^iot between 

the Pesegregation Group and the Tsuda-Kdmura-Mori faction• 

It is divided into three sections here but when there is overlapping 

it is noted 

SECTION 1 PG and Tsuda-Kimura-Mor i fight over stookade detainee / issue. 

This contains all data except that put into 

SECTION 2 AC m a n d stookade detainees 

which contains data pertaining only to Besig's visits when the 

Pesegr gation Grouo is not mention^ 

and 

SECTION 3 Stockade detainees, pet it it ion for release of 

which contains speoifio data about this petition, (and t to pef't ion 

itse If) 

It should be kept in mind that Pobertson was in dose touoh with the 

^nde rground Pe segregation leaders and that when he speaks of ithe people 

in the oolory" he very often means Xfein* this group, especially when 

recounting threats or attitudes on resegregation. 

FOP the squabble over the Hitomi murder indiotment threat see M-6-4-5-6-45 in m 

this seotion and also that seotion headedî PG attitudes re Kai-Kuratomi-Tsudn . 



FACTIONA TJSM RESULTING FRO STATUS QUO 

T h i s seot ion conta ins b r i e f references to what must have bee na 

widespread att itude of unease throughout the f i r s t ho If of 1 9 4 4 , due to 

the long lived confl ict between the pro-status qx o people and the remainder 

of the camp r e s i d e n t s . This o o n f l i o t , as te s been n o t e d , gradually 

merged into the gft fain» Rese gre gat ionist 1 s oonfliot with the 

rest of the camp r e s i d e n t s . 
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YAMASrIFO SEIMEN-DAN 
A l l I know about this se inen-dan is oonta ined in fchese notes and 

the esse h istory of Ydmash i ro • The foot ion was never very important 

in TU"»B la Ice , a lthough the admin istrat ion appears to have been ooncerned 

over it ear ly in 1 9 4 4 . 

Undoubtedly , however, Y a m a s h i r o ' s pos it ion »£ leader of th is bunch 

of young f e l lows predisposed him to be j e a l o u s and suspicious of t he 

Fesegregat ion Group ' s young men's o r g a n i z a t i o n and ended w ith h i s 

be ing termed d o g . 

Specifio^ information in the case h i s t o r y relating to the seinen-dan 

and Yamashiro s opposition to the PG may be found on p p . 5B through 6 
"t 9 through 1 3 . ' 



OKAMOTO SHOOTING AND DIVISIONAL RESPONSIB05 I m 

This attempt of the D ia is io no 1 Fe sp^ns ib le ¿¿en, p a r t i c u l a r l y members of 

the Ex-Coordinoting Committee to reestabl ish themselves on the basis of the 

Okamoto shooting is mentioned only in my f i r s t draft • As the notes ex o la in 

they tried to form a labor orga nizat isn but Best said he oould not give them 

r e c o g n i t i o n . They were very a n g r y , 

8 to* ax d»mx ha nt mxiw m a x tux he glnxiAx 

Since these men were regarded as super-dogs by the people at 

this time, I w p s a* f labber ga steql when I he a r d that they had tried t o s e t 

into the lima light a g a i n . Had Best * id.«* fri n* i * » given them r e c o g n i t i o n , 

the opposition whioh they would have r e c e i v e d from the Fesegregat ion G r o u p 

would have been somtthing to w a t c h . 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , Fesegregation Group leaders accused the same bunoh of 

conservat ives of taking charge 0 f the Span ish Consul Committee appointed to 

mode a report to the Japanese govt , (v ia S p . C . ) on the Oka mot oj/ shoot i n g . 

See leaders o f , a t t i t u d e s o f , re Spanish Consul Feport ofl O^kamoto s h o o t i n g . 

Then , in the spring of 1945 , Kuratomi and Tsuda got the notion into 

their heads that these ond otfcer conservatives were a g a i n trying to ge t 

a representative body s t a r t e d . Their j ea lousy and ind ignat ion is d e a r l y 

shown in the section headed : Kai-K-T: J ea lousy o f , re Spanish Consul Committee 

and Ex-Coordinating Committee . I investigated this bus iness thoroughly and 

found no indication that Kuratomi1 s and Tsuda 1
 s fears had any grounds . 



lit 
Document released by slotted® internees about latter part of Sept« 

left at Bl. Man, off lea. 

[ i OOP GRATITUDE AND WISHES 

TO TUB ¿©SIDEWT3 OF TBS TUTS TAKE CENTER 

Without an/ warning or announced reason«, the United States Army with tonka, armored 

•are , maohine guns, «to . «as called into the residential area of this oolory at the 

request of the W . R , A« admlnistr«tion on the night of November 4 , 1943« 

in order to ease tension and to re-establish normaloy In the colony, the representatives 

of the residents undertook the task of nerotietinr with the Army officials» However, 

the Army abandoned and severed all relation with m i d representatives» and subsequently 

started the oppressive and unlawful arrests* Under the unr< st and the hsndloep of 

strlot orders prohibiting meetings and mass congregat 1 >n, the residents, nevertheless, 

•trove to bring this unfortunate incident to ati amicable end* The result was further 

arrests» otid the iiurr.ber of persons arrested reached w411 over 300« There nasno hope 

whatsoever of finding a solution to this e ve r-da r toning situation at the time • 

Previously, the Japanese Cove rime nt had sent a form© 1 note of protest dealing with 

the Tu\e rj&k* Incident« It seems that the authorities renohin* a ctete of confusion, 

realised their blunders* The gradual release of the stockade oocunants was effected, 

and on August ¿ 4 , ldM-, the last of the 14 occupants was released uncord it ion® H y . 

During our long eonf inement <*e had two hunger strikes, never be ing fearful of fish ting 

for a / j u s t oauae and always upholding our virtues as true Japanese» 

Bow that we are back in the colony, we solemnly ptedtre ourselves, however inslrnifleant 

our efforts maybe , to our fundamental objective of establishing e constructive and 

peaceful community here at Tule take* In order thet this Incidemt which become 

internetioi*i 1 in signifIcanve and scope, come to a formal conclusion* we will five our 

most earnest efforts in uniting the families of the Issel eent to Santa *e Detention 

Station in comxotion with this affair* Hereafter, too, we sinoerely hope that every 

resident of this center, man if o sfc ins the trsditionol h J*h ideals of our raoe wil l 

cooperate and work in us is on for the peaceful functioning of this cert*** 

Furthermore, in conclusion, we wish to esp rese our most hecrtfelt cretltude to all 

the just ioe-lov residents who had Riven us such diligent and sacrificial support* 

Respectfully /ours, 

/ g f Tetsuc Abe Tomio Kasatfin Isamu 8ui$lmoto 

Takeo H® memo to Yoahio Kobeyashi Isamu Uchida 

Shigeo Ishigame Tukio Kobayaahl v Mlkio Yamamoto > 

Shiauo K*i Toshio Kuratorai Tokio Tamane 

^ * SetosM Toshiyame 

Ints wife, and the women present, Jlli*8maiHmppejsstafcarato ExmMym took a whimsioal 

atttitude toward this document as if it did not have much importance, which , in faot, 

in the eyes of the great majority of camp residents, it does not. 
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i.PUDYKfilirr CUT 

I I During my visit to Tine of A p r i l 12-17, 1944 I pioked up no hint of 
\J 

t h is oor.ing employ me nt cut from Opter or F o b e r t s o n , We do not have the 

ear lie st copies of the Newel l star and so I car not sfr̂ r when the f i r s t 

announcement about the forthcoming out was made except that it was prior to 

A p r i l 2 7 . 

The evacuees 3 aw fed ribs? to $ 3s complained about the cut now and then but 

as far as I n o t i o e d , 

since so many people needed j o b s , complaints we ref l imited to those who lost 

the j o b s / and to block managers who were asked to do something about . i t . 



' EKPtPYMBNT CUT NEWE LL STAT? 

A p r i l 2 7 , 1944 

VOTIJNTAPY TI'.-P 'INATIOES AFP EMPLOYMENT POLICY 

Cooperation on the part of families where morr than two persons have 

been employed in terminating volubtari iy hasbee n very goody disolosed 

Frank Pagan , aoting director of Placement O f f i o e . The e mployme nt practice 

of the center limits jobs to t«o persons in a f a m i l y . 

Recently he asked for voluntary terminations in famil ies where more 

than two were employed. In commenting on the results attained he s a i d , 

One or more members of 78 different famil ies have s igni f ied their inten-

tion to voluntarily terminate so that there w i n be nomore than two in the 

family employed. This is appr ox imat e ]y 4 6 percent of the number of f amil ies 
to which requests have been made." 

Te rmina t ions 

It is hoped that in so far as possible the family members w i l l arree on 

which person or persons should quit work in order to comply with the Dr«<tenf 

tha adm\ni FlY** ' » However, t e s t i o n s n i t ï t e T b y 
the administration w i l l b e necessary if this voluntary act ion is not taken . 

' V ' î î M r • F t g 8 n " t h a t i n t h e f a m i 1-y discussions ast o who 

in L t t , r " ? J , t < that consideration wi l l be given to those who are employed 

in key positions or where they are improving their education or working s k i n 

In such casas these people are get t ing exper ience which w i n be t te f i t hem 

for holding such positions after the war . This refers particularly to such 

posit ions as nurses a i d e s , stenographers, t y p i s t s , f i l e c l e r k s , teachers 

1 -t the response our p l a c e n t pe'ode 
have had s it indicates the understanding rf the residents of the c e n t e r . 

? f h 0 W S t h ® ^ « P f the value 0 f extending employment opportunities 
to as many di f ferent family ero^ps as p o s s i b l e . 8 

May 1 1 , 1944 

MAY 2p DEAD LIKE SET FOR VOIIJNTARY TERMINATION 

m .d . ? n ? 8 f U ' m i ^ i o n s i n
 0

l i n a w i t h the new center employment policy are 

made voluntar ily before May 2 0 , the Placen*nt Office announces that it w i l l be 

tarminated^° r * * p 6 r S ° m 6 1 ° f f i ° , r t 0 d f 0 l d ' w h ° ^ 

• 4ii i S U r s e n t l y r e q u e s t e d t h p t terminations be made voluntar ily as it 
w i l l be much more satisfactory for a n concerned. 

To d a t e , a total of 188 persons from 145 famil ies have Volunteered u 
terminate immediately and , of these , 80 have been terminated. 

with ? L t h ! 3 0 l f ™ e s r e ( 3 u e s t e d to make voluntary terminations , 156 famil ies 
with 2 2 5 excess people employed have not volunteered terminations! " 3 



ElPtOYKKBT CUT - p . 2 m W E L L STAR 

KXiSA 

May 2 5 , 1944 

FAGAN Pli PORTS Oil TERMINATION 

F r a n k F a g a n , acting personnel offioer of the Placement O f f ioe , announced 

that 2 2 5 out of 314 f a m i l i e s have offered terminations on a voluntary basis and 

through this move, 4 2 0 new workers w i l l be employed . He said that Placement 

O f f i o e is now d ismiss ing workers from the f a m i l i e s where there are more t h a n 

two w o r k i n g . 

June 8 , 1944 
• 

VOUJNTARY TERMINATIONS ASKED IN FAMILIES OF TWQ . 

In order that employment be given to as many people as p o s s i b l e , voluntary 

terminations w i l l be appreciated wherever the family cons ists of on^y husband ancfc 

wife and xaaif both are employed, according to a statement released by Frank D . 

F a g a n , acting personnel o f f i c e r . 

In making t h i s request , Fagan expressed the b e l i e f that "everyone in the 

projeot wished to cooperate with and a s s i s t others in the p r o j e c t . " 

He also revealed that some 500 jobs had been created by the recent 

terminations which were made in line w i t h the new polioy of permitting only 

two members of a family to work at any one tirr.e. of the 89 f ami l ies that did 

not make voluntary te rrH na t ions , " t h e y are accepting the d e o i s i o n of the PersonneL 

O f f i c e ( i n making terminations) in a very sat is factory manner , " he s a i d . 

June 2 2 , 1944 

TEBMI NAT IOIJS TO BEGIN JUT J j FOR WQRKING COUP IBS 

Reduct ion of employment in famil ies of tw0 where both had been working 

is going ahead in good shape , according: to a statement from Personnel Off-'ce'r 

F r a n k D . F a g a n . f 

Voluntary terminations in f a m i l i e s of tw0 where both are working w i n 

continue u n t i l J u l y 1 . A f t e r t t e t d a t e , the Personnel O f f icer w i p request 

d i v i s i o n and s e c t i o n heads to make the necessary terminations . However , at 

the rate the voluntary terminations have been progressing it is expected that 

there w i y be very few left on the employment r o l l s where act ion by the d i v i s i o n 

and s e o t i o n heads w i n beoome necessary . 

JULY 1 3 , 1944 

FAGAN EX P TA INS POLICY ON JOB T E R M I N I O N S 

Frank F a g a n , personnel o f f i c e r , revealed that there are yet some f a m i l i e s 
where more than two members are employed . 

He stated that arrangements to terminate these people have been made, but 

• P " ? i U e d t 0 r e m 0 i n o n t h c i r jobs u n t i l a replacement has been se-
oured and t rained t o do t he w 0 r k . 

T h i s is being done with the permission of the Personnel O f f i G S ftm1 *.Um 

u r d . r s t . n d i n g t h . t w h . r l . r e p l a c e n t is r , . d y U * , e Z t t * d u t . s ' o f ^ o b 

the old employee w i n be terminated . 3 ' 



EllFIPYEMEKT CUT, p . 3 . NEWELL STAP 
« 

Jtily 13, 1944 

MESSAGE ON EfcPTDYKENT 

I ha tee been in close touch with the employment problem in this center 

and have betin g r a t i f i e d at the cooperation shown by the evacuees in the re-

d u c t i o n of number employed par f a m i l y . Through th is work we have made possible 

the employment of 3 6 7 new employees . 

Those employed in the Placement Off ice who are responsible for the carry-

ing out of instructions issued from both Wa shington and t h i s off ioe , have 

worked hard to see that the regulations are carried out that i )w every evaouee 

/ i s give n the same c o n s i d e r a t i o n . No one in the Placement O f f ice assumes any 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y as far as policy of the selection of workers is concered . 

At the present time we have no jobs open w i t h the exception of steno-

g r a p h i c , o o l o n i a l p o l i c e , and typing p o s i t i o n s , and suoh other p o s i t i o n s as 

may be replaoing those terminated . Every e f f o r t is be ing made to create new 

projeots whioh w i l l result in ths employment of a d d i t i o n a l e v a c u e e s . 

I hope thft the voluntary terminations of evaouee s , where more than the 

s t i p u l a t e d number of employed, w i l l c o n t i n u e , as it is one of the f a i r 

methods of g iv ing employment to members of those f a m i l i e s where no one is 

employed at the present time. 

Pay P . Best 

Projaot D i r e o t o r . 

SUBSEQUENT DEVEIQPMBNTS 

Nothing much sstpa» about employment was heard for months to come, 

however , late in l944and e a r l y in 1945 more than two in a family were 

rehired if they had needed s k i l l s . M r . Tokunaga was one of the men 

terminated in May and rehired in December 1944 or January of 1 9 4 5 . Nobody 

squawked p a r t i c u l a r l y about t h i s beoause people had so much else on their 

minds . 

Keeping s k i l l e d people 0 n , regardless of the number of emoloyed members 

of a family was probably kept up q u i e t l y by the Placement O f f i o e throughout 

a l l these months as indicated by Faga n ' s s ta te me nt of July 1 3 . 



Mr. Francis Biddle 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

8211-1 
Tuie Lake Center " 
Wewell, California 
March 21, 1945 

Although I applied for renunciation of my United States citizenship 
and had my hearing about three weeks ago, I now have doubt whether I 
actually wanted to do this or not as I reconsider and analyze my action 
and my motives. Therefore I want to appeal this matter to your mercy 
in order that I may not lose my United States Citizenship which I asked 
to have renounced without much thought and consideration, at the same 
time, I want to explain to you what has motivated many of our people 
to apply for renunciation of their citizenship. I also want you to 
understand some of the things which persons in the Government in 
Washington failed to perceive and to understand:- What goes on in 
the minds of citizens who have been deprived of privileges and civil 
rights because of this present world-wide conflict. 

1 think the Government has failed to understand the feelings of persons 
who suffered physically and mentally because of evacuation. I think 
it is true at all times that if the Government loses the faith of its 
people, the people lose faith and confidence in the Government of th e 
country in which they live» I can give a more simple illustration of 
what I mean. If a father does not love his own children, he cannot 
expect love and respect from them, everybody knows this with common 
sense but this nonsense happened to us and it happened in this country. 
This helped us to lose our confidence in this country and in the authori 
ties of this country, a country which is supposed to profess respect 
for the rights of people• 

I want to give you an illustration of what I actually thought so that 
you may understand the thing easily and judge whether it is thoughtful 
thing to do or not. For instance, suppose the real father of several 
children, after he has mistreated them, without cause, and deprived 
them of privileges as his children, should" ask them whether they love 
him. In such a case, you know how they would answer this. Uo one can 
demand the love and affection even from his children without proper, 
kindly treatment. ±f a father loves his son, his son will naturally 
love him without having to be asked. This same applies to people. 
The security of a nation depends upon how the people are treated just 
as it is true in one's home. There is an old saying that what you plant 
is what you harvest. I want to give you another illustration to express 
what I want to say. There was a sower who planted wicked seed in a 
field in Spring; and in Fall, he harvested what he planted. Then he 
found it was wicked crops and he blamed the field where he sowed the 
wicked seeds for not bringing forth good crop. Xou probably say what 
a fooil he is. Believe it or not, this same ridiculous thing happened 
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in this country. It is a great mistake to test people1s loyalty just 
like a chemical put in a test tube and determine it on color, odor and 
form. 

This was the general feeling of our people at the Centers at the time 
when we were asked or rather I should say we were forced to f ill out 
the questionnaire prepared by the Selective Service Board with the 
cooperation of the W.R.A. As it is today, question No. 28 hurts our 
feeling most. The question puzzled us because such a question only 
implies that the Government isn't sure whether we are her people or not. 
At that time, I felt that if the Government suspected us and had a doubt 
in mind whether we are her citizens or not, I myself was completely 
lost to think clearly and intelligently what I am and where I should 
stand because of the mental shock caused by evacuation. I f I were to 
answer the question "les" , I felt that I have no place to go in this 
world because the nature of the question was such that any Japanese 
who lived in Japan cannot answer "yes" to it , regardless of what he 
thinks about the country of his birth. We were educated to die for 
the country where we were born. The question did not have meaning for 
us. I was therefore compelled to answer in the negative. 

If there had been no registration, such as we had, there would be no 
trouble and no headache which the Government now has. It was a great 
shock to many of the center residents that the news of the lifting of 
the blanket exclusion order took place at the same time that the 
Director of WRA announced that all the Relocation Centers would close 
in a year, because many of us thought and still think that we will have 
to go out of camp in the same manner as we were forced to evacuate from 
the Pacific Coast, without adequate time and preparation for tihe future. 

Then there is the fact that Congress passed a bill to enable us to 
renounce our U. S. Citizenship. This gave us a deep impression that 
the Congress which represents the people in this country and its Govern-
ment are keenly interested that we lose our citizenship and don't want 
our presence in this country. When we heard that Congress passed this 
bill , we felt that if we will not do what the Congress and the Government 
want us to do, we may be retaliated against in some other way. Therefore, 
we thought it wise for us to do what the Congress and the Government 
planned since we want to go where we feel that we will be well accepted 
and at the same time establish homes for our offsprings so that they 
may not go through what we have suffered. 

I do not believe that it is right that a father make his son to hate 
his mother as much as she does to him even though they are having family 
trouble. To me, America is my father; and Japan is my mother; and I 
am their son. Therefore, it is impossible for me to swear whom I love 
most of these two. At this point I should explain myself to you before 
I proceed to tell you the matter which directly concerns the renunciation 
of my U. S. citizenship and the motives which made many of our people 
(Americans of Japanese ancestry) in this center to apply for renunciation 
of U. S. citizenship. 

I was born in Seattle, Washington 24 years ago, and. raised there until 
I was five years old. Then my father thought that since I was of 
Japanese blood, even though I am a U. S. citizen by birth, it is 
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essential for me to know the culture of Japan so that I can be worthy 
of my Japanese heritage and worthy to live as much for others as for 
myself; help promote the understanding and cooperation between these 
two peoples in the future so that the world may have peace and security, 
which at present, unfortunately, are at war. With this thought in 
mind, he sent me with my big brothers and one little sister to Japan 
to get an education there through which we would live up to the stand-
ard he expected from us. One factor which made my father decide this 
was that our first generation Issei people did not live among cultured 
Caucasians, Therefore he saw that if his children were grown up with 
children of non-cultured people, they may be bound-to become good-for-
nothing fellows, because children have no ability to discriminate good 
and bad in the things which they see and hear, and easily learn many 
wicked things before long, he also knew that he had no time to take 
care of his children even though he wants to do it , because he ought to 
work and support his family, which was difficult with a great handicap 
of knowing little English. Therefore he wished to send us where we were 
well cared for and where we could become good people. I was taken to 
my mother's home with my brothers and a sister. We lived with my mother5 

eldest brother and his wife and son. Even though we have no Dlood rela-
tion with his wife, she treated us just like his sons. We were well 
cared for. From there we went to elementary school. When my eldest 
brother failed to pass an entrance examination to a middle school, my 
father thought something was slipping and neglected in him. Therefore, 
he was very much concerned with it and told them to come back to this 
country since they attained the age to judge the things good and bad 
since they acquired the good parts of Japanese culture and l i fe . After 
staying five years in japan, my brothers returned to this country and 
lived with parents. And under my father's supervision, they continued 
their education In this country. I stayed in Japan for more than ten 
years, during which time I completed elementary school and entered a 
middle school, somehow or other I didn't study hard. When my eldest 
brother came to Japan a second time to enter the Teachers1 College in 
Tokio in the winter of 1935, he noticed that I neglected my study. 
Thus he worried about me and sent a word to my father that I should be 
called back to his home and given a proper supervision in getting a 
further education. In the Fall of 1936 I came back to this country 
and lived with my parents since then. I started my American education 
from Junior High School in Los Angeles and graduated from the local high 
school in the winter of 1942. At that time Japan and' United States were 
already at war. I thought I should continue my education to high insti-
tution. Therefore, I went to Los Angeles Junior College and majored 
in engineering until the time when I was evacuated from that place. I 
enjoyed my school days and would have liked to continue my education. 

The thing which you are very much interested in is probably what I think 
about this war. liven though l am aware of the fact that no one can 
serve two masters, my loyalty to USA is as much as to Japan. When I 
am forced to answer to which countries between these two, I am very 
much embarrassed to answer it , because I love this country as much as 
I do Japan. Just as I cannot deny that I was born in the soil of the 
USA I cannot deny that I am of Japanese blood, figure and color. There-
fore, I really do not want to take part in this war between this country 
and Japan. Because of this conflict, I am greatly grieved and mourn. 
I know that in this war both countries gain nothing, rather a terrible 
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destruction and hatred and misery tfo themselves, for which reason I 
don't want to participate in this war. Furthermore, I know that the 
world cannot gain its peace and security with the means of war. Peace, 
security and prosperity of the world are achieved only by means of 
understanding, goodwill and cooperation. 

I am not blind in this matter, and I want to live in what I believe 
right. My conviction is that I am willing to give my life for the 
cause of peace and security between these two nations. I do not want 
to die for the misery, destruction and hatred of these people, but I 
am glad to die for the peace and prosperity of these two countries that 
I love. 

This belief being within me, I thought it is not wise for me to lose 
my U. 8. citizenship. I know that this present war between USA and 
Japan will not continue forever. I know furthermore that there is a 
time to come when these nations and their peoples want to help each 
other to bring forth peace, security and prosperity to themselves. In 
such an event, I can give a great service to them if I am a citizen of 
the United States. What I stated above may sound too wishful thinking 
to you at present, une may think I overlook the realities of the world. 
It may seem so but I work to the end that the people of these two 
countries and their future generations may enjoy peace, security and 
prosperity. 

Then, you might be interested in why I applied for renunciation of 
U. S. citizenship. This is what I want to explain to you. Although 
the Congress did n ot specifically state in words when they passed this 
bill , to enable for anyone to apply for renunciation of citizenship, 
we all felt that it was aimed at us. Many of us thought that if we were 
to refuse to renounce it , In some other way we may suffer because of 
that we failed to act according to what the Congress expected. I inter-
pret this bill as the sentiment of the people of this country that they 
do not want us here. I f it is so, I will be foolish enough to stay in 
this country. Therefore, I decided to renounce my u. S. citizenship 
and had my hearing. After I had gone through all the necessary steps 
to lose my citizenship of this country, I find my belief and conviction 
are the same as before. 

But in discussions with one of the WRA personnel, I learned that there 
are many people who are interested in helping us. l feel I should not 
overlook the effort and goodwill of those people who are willing to 
help us. And at the same time with U. S. citizenship, I may complete 
what I have in mind, to promote the understanding and goodwill and 
peace between the peoples of the U. S. and J^pan. Therefore, for the 
reasons stated above, I hereby appeal that my renunciation of citizen-
ship be cancelled. 

I have wondered how many people sincerely believed what they did in 
this matter of renunciation. Furthermore, I doubt whether many people 
really understand what they are doing. I think there are some instances 
that although the person did not wish to lose his citizenship, he did 
it because he felt uncomfortable and uneasy when he learned many of his 
friends did. There are some cases that although a boy did not want to 
do such a thing, he has done it to please his parents. Therefore, this 
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"bill did a crime to many Americans of Japanese ancestry. On the other 
hand," I will not deny that there are people who sincerely believe in 
what they have done. Especially, I feel sorry for the Nisei, a second 
generation, because if they were to go out to make their living in the 
American communities in the event this center be closed as the Director 
of WRA announced, I am sure that when they find a suitable place in the 
American communities, they will eventually forget the past bitterness 
and also the idea to go to Japan, where they never have been and whose 
language they are not so much familiar with; and choose to establish 
their home not only for themselves but also for their children , and 
regret their loss of citizenship. The reason why I believe this is 
that even though there are people in this country who dislike our people 
because they do not know us, or they have some other reasons, there are 
other kind of people who are willing to help us. That I learned from 
many sources. 

At the same time, although our people lost the confidence and faith in 
this country because we were mistreated and roughly handled in the past, 
if there are people in the federal, state and local governments who are 
willing to help us in this misery, stretch forth their warm hands, they 
will surely recover from their physical and mental wounds and accommodate 
themselves to others. What I mean is that our people understand that 
life is give and take. Therefore, I am interested that our people, especi-
ally the Nisei, may not wrong their life , because of what happened to 
them in the past. I feel that we should admit ourselves that*everybody 
makes a mistake and that we should forgive each other in such a case. 
What X want to ask you, at your mercy, is that the Government should be 
a little more lenient in handling our problems and at the same time 
give some more consideration, especially in the process of renunciation 
of our citizenship. I believe that the Government failed to perceive 
the fact that even in the scientific laws there are many deviations. 
They should not try to generalize the human problems because they are 
much more complicated. In other words, the government should not try 
to measure social problems with a yard stick such as a man-made law— 
the Renunciation Bill . 

In the end I want to stress that if our people are properly treated in 
this country, they will prove themselves to be good Americans and become 
an integral part of America for its security and prosperity. I want to 
tell you some of the things which many good Americans overlooked in 
Americans of Japanese ancestry. That is, that our people are taught to 
repay good with good, but never good with evil. Every man of Japanese 
blood knows whosoever breaks this social code of Japanese life , should 
be punished with death. Anybody who says that he cannot trust "Japsw 

really doesn't know the Japanese people. 

I hope that I have sufficiently explained the reasons why I do not wish to 
renounce my U. S. citizenship. I wish my renunciation of citizenship be 
reconsidered and cancelled so that I may continue to be a citizen of 
this country. 

Sincerely yours, 

Katsunobu Asano 
8211-1 
Newell, California 

m • • m m 
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U.S. Dept. of the Interior 
War Relocation authority 

Washington April 9, 1945 

Mr. Katsunobu Asano 
8211 - I Tule Lake Center 
Newell, California 

Dear Mr. Asano: 

This will acknowledge your communication of March 21, together with a 
copy of your letter of the same date to Attorney General Biddle com-
menting upon the reasons you requested renunciation of citizenship, 
explaining your present attitude, 
to cancel such renunciation. 

and requesting the Attorney General 

I am'much interested in your letter and the straight-forward manner in 
which you have set forth your reaction to the evacuation and related 
events. It is unfortunate that you and others who have felt similarly 
did not thir̂ jk the matter all the way through before renouncing rather 
than waiting until afterward. The Attorney-General, of course, is the 
only one who can make the final decision in your case and doubtless you 
have already received an acknowledgment of your communication from the 
Department of Justice. 

There is one point on which I would like to comment, and that is the 
part of your letter on page 5 referring to the enactment by the Congress 
of a bill permitting voluntary renunciation of citizenship. ¥our inter-
pretation seems to have been that, although the law provides voluntary 
renunciation, its purpose really was to encourage persons to renounce. 
Nothing could be farther from the trufh. Doubtless, you are aware of 
the belief on the part of many persons that a considerable number of 
persons of Japanese ancestry are really loyal to the Emperor of Japan 
and regard their American citizenship lightly. You may know also that 
there were several bills introduced into the Congress providing for the 
mandatory revocation of the citizenship of individuals who have taken 
certain actions. 

In the hearings before the Immigration Committee of the House, these 
bills were studied very carefully, and the attitude of the Committee 
in open hearings indicated a keen realization of the implications of 
any law which would revoke citizenship on a mandatory or categorical 
basis. As a consequence, the lav/ as finally encacted was wholly per-
missive in character, and leaves the initiative wholly in the hands of 
the citizen who desires to divest himself of citizenship. The presump-
tion, therefore, is that Congress did not desire to encourage renuncia-
tion but desired only to provide a process by which persons who desired 
to be loyal to a nation with which the United States was at war might 
divest themselves of a citizenship which they did not value and attain 
the status of enemy aliens. 

I mention this point simply because it appears that you have misconstrued 
the intention of the Congress and have taken a very serious step under 
a considerable degree of misapprehension. 

(Signed) Dillon S. Myer 
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I KASHIIvjt FUNERAL 

tjiRA - Tule I#ke Incident - Sequence of E v e n t s : 

October 23 Publ ic Funeral for Ftrm Worker from Topaz 

Funera 1 ceremony managed by Buddhist leaders was attended by about three 

thousand e v a c u e e s . Three Caucasians also attended the f u n e r a l , one of these 

b e i n g the Reports O f f icer of the Project who wa s s l ight ly roughed up 

a f t e r having taken four p ictures of the ceremony. Evidence of organizat ion 

appeared in the form of young evaouees d i r e o t i n g people in the blocks to go 

to the f u n e r a l , and a group of young men patrol l ing at the rear of the 

c r o w d . Power was turned off on the Project so that the public address system 

could not f u n c t i o n . 

NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE 1S ATTEMPT TO CONTACT MYER 

Kuratomi stated Ootober 19 , 1 9 4 4 , p . 3 1 ( a l t e r e d from verbatim for c l a r i t y ) 

The form group went to see Zimmer. Yoshiyama, H a y a s h i , and (other 

members of the Negotiating Committee) w ent to see Zimmer a l s o , 

made out 

Zimmer » « H i / a type-written statement that Mye r would see the Farm 

Committee on November 2 . 

Yoshiyama told Zimmer that he w a s n ' t repre se nt itog the Farm Group and 

thr>t the Negotiating Committee wanted to see Mr . M y e r . Zimmer refused t h i s . 

So the Negotiat ing Committee had to make the other arrangement (the mass 

demonstration) to see Myer . 

This rratte r , e xpla ined Kuratomi o o u l d h a v e been the work only of 

Zimmer and Xpix Be s t • Mye r may not have been not i f ied that the 

N e g o t i a t i n g Committee wished to see h im . 

• ^ — ; — ; f H H H 
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CRITERIA FOR SEGREGATION (check with document in Berkeley) 

1 . Persons who applied for repatriation or expatriation and who did not 

retraot before July 1 , 1943. Families in many oases signed as a group but where 

they failed to do so the Sooial Welfare Department will interview individual 

family members and render counseling service. 

2 . Those persons who answered No to question 28, who refused to answer and 

who refused to register. A neutral answer will be considered equivalent to a 

negative one. All persons in this oategory will be given an opportunity to 

state whether they have changed their minds sinoe registration or not. In case 

of change they will be later given a hearing before the Board of Review for 

Leave Clearance and that body will recommend to the project direotor whether 

they should be sent to Tule Lake or be given leave clearanoe. 

cr~ 
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CRUDE BUT SIGNIFICANT FACTS OF POPULATION 

(All figures to be ohecked) 

Some 6, 198 people elected to stay in Tule Lake. 

In September and October of- 1943, 8561 i egregees were 

moved in from nine relocation centers. Of this population 

of about 14,550 people/approximately 8880 had fi legitimate 

status as segr gees having either requested repatriation or 

expatriation or answered their military questionnaire in 

the negative. Àhsntn^âââxjj)snsaiHaxwEnsnxx 3749 persons 

were listed as vo luAtarjr segregees which meant that they 

had oo me x to Tule Lake to accompany some close segregee 
A 

relative. More than a thousand additional pc sons were 

listed as "unauthorized residentstrand they and a few 

hundred miscellaneous persons were not ̂  se grège es » ÎÉ^ 
Therefore, & 
About 30$ of the population of Tule Lake as a segregation 

center, toere not in the category of persons "disloyal" to 
With the data on hand 

the United States, inhere is no way of telling how maay of 

this 30$ were children.) 

The young men of draft age comnosed about 18.3 % of 

the entire population. Young men of draft age outnumbered 

young women in the same age group by 58$. 

(Data on hand does not indicate how many of this 

September-October SEECSK 1943 population were citizens or 

aliens. ) (Accurate list of how many individuals came from 

each center should also be given here.) 

Besides the entrance of the men from Leupp in December 

1943, and the occasional entrance of some family which got 

special permission to come vo . Lake ^there were two major 

additional groups sEnnb.xtoi±s±K: of segregees sent to ïule 

lake, one in iate February and one a couple of months later. 
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This brought th e population up to 18 ,599 . 
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Pre-Inoident Attitudes 

An aooount of the spectacular events which ooourred at Tule Lake within 

a few weeks after the influx of theA transferees is difficult to appreciate if 

the state of mind, the attitudes, and the expectations held by the thousands 

of people oonoerned are not clearly understood. The farm acoident which took 

place about three weeks after the transferees began to enter Tule Lake is fre-

quently blamed for the series of extraordinary events which followed. When, 

however, the psychological condition of the great majority of the camp residents 

is taken into account, it will be seen that this accident was not the reason for 

the outburst but instead merely the spark which set off a vast accumulation of 

frustrations and grievances and provided the avenue of release for a state of 

great and widespread¿tension. 

dp/situatiojtf'the To provide soke perspective for JjM" appreciation of this 

motivations for stëgpêg;ation,^the^ittitudea of the trye^ereeb , their expectations 

of li^e in T u l e / i i k ^ a n account of the&fj primary impressions on entering the 

i . camp and their preliminary reactions to /these impressions will be briefly 

described* 

4 ^ 
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The Motivations for Segregation 

The reasons why Japanese/left the Relocation Centers to take up 

residence W T u l e Lake are complex in the extreme. The/studies made by capable 

observers in the various camps during the period when this decision was finally 

made indicate beyond cavil that in rche overwhelming majority of cases this 

decision Mad nothing whatever to db with political allegiance "loyalty or dis-

loyalty" either to the United States or to Japan. lif should be kept in mind that 

very few/individuals were sent to Tule Lake who did ¡lot express before their hear-

ing boams their determined desipre to go. Their decision to enter a center for 

Japanese "who by their acts haIre indicated that tliir loyalties lie with Japan" 



129. 

The impact of almost 9000 newcomers upon the Hnsninlmaiixai 

settled population of 6000 persons who remained in Tule Lake 

was enormous and gave rise to a hostility between the ingroup 

and the outgroup which played a significant part in the 

development of attitudes which were to direct camp behavior 

for i#any months to come. While in many respeots the attitudes 

of both groups were quite similar, neither group perceived or 

would admit this and each criticised the other freely and 

bitterly. The transferees could find nothing about their 

new place of residence which suited them. Almost everything 

from the food to the scenery was alleged to be inferior to 

their former centers of residence. The Old Tuleans did not 

appreciate this at all and criticised the newcomers for 

what they considered outlandish demands and a "trouble-making" 

attitude. They also pointed out quite frankly that the 

transferees were jealous of the vested positions anfefek and 

the "important jobs" which the Old Tuleans possessed. The 

newoomers then called the Old Tuleans ikujinalahi (spineless) 

and accused them of having remained in Tule Lake not because 

they sincerely desired to return to Japan but because they 

were too lazy to move. However, the Old Tuleans- were by 

no means spineless. They had amyBaza&enpgiiiix^Km^^^^ymffniiiiB^fra: 

had seveaal spirited conflicts with the administration in 

pre segregation times and after s egre gat inn had several well 

developed resentments of their own, in particular their 

hatred o 2 Dr. Pedioord, the Che if' Medical Officer and their 

suspicion that certain members of the Caucasian personnel were 

illegally disposing of evacuee food for their private profit. 

The newcomers promptly took over these resentments also. 

Moreover, when the tension and discontent reached a climax and 

overt orotest and FTRTIXRFVMLIBEXTREMYMBFTG organization were initated 



American public. Almost all of the evacuees shared this 

^"attitude to some degree» Those who did not xngneg&fes: become 

segregees either chose to put some stock in the repeated VVRA 

assurances that they would not be forced to leave the centers 

or decided that the move to Tule Lake, which did not by any 

means guarantee absolute security, entailed too much risk and 

trouble and would cut them off too far from a reentry into life 

in the United States, a possibility which they had by no means 

abandoned completely. It was wiser, they felt, to stay in 

^Ljihe Relocation Centers and "wait and see"» 
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be the newcomers, a large proportion of the Old Tulean 

population became infected wiith the excitement of resistance 

and supported the uprising strongly. To give a perspective 

for the appreciation of this situation, the attitudes of both 

the newcomers and the Old Tuleans immediately M f ore and 

after "fetor segregation will be described. 

ATTITUDES OF THE NEWCOMERS -- THE TRANSFEREES 

The Motivations for Segregation 

The reasons why 8800(?) Japanese left the Relocation 

Centers to take up residence in Tule Lake are complex in the 

extrame. The studies made by capable observers in the various 

camps during the period when this decision was finally made 

indicate beynnd cavil that in the overwhelming majority of 

cases this decision had nothing whatever to do with political 

allegiance, "loyalty or disloyalty" either to the United States 

^or to Japan« The most common motive for the decision was an 

attempt to escape from a complex of insecurities and fears« 

The greater number of these tormenting insecurities waBe 

connected with the widespread fear that sooner or later the 

evacuees would be forced to leave the centers, an eventuality 

wifck which they were most reluctant to face. 1/ In short, they 

ad not made up their minds whether they should throw intheir 

lot with America or Japan. Evacuation had shocked, disillusioned 

and impoverished them. No one could be sure whether America 

withits racial prejudice and descrimination or Japan wi thjt its 

possibility of a difficult economic existence was the better 

whoice. They wanted more time to observe the outcome of the 

war and the attitudes of the American government and the 

1« Morris Opler, "The Repatriate-Expatriate Group of Manzanar," 
Ha 74; T . Tsuchiyama, "Segregation," pp. 1-6; R. Hankey, 
^Chronological Account of Segregation in Gila," p. 5# 



was, in general, their ^wn or that of their families/>r parents. 

The most common nfotive for this decision was afti attempt to escape f/om 

J 
a oomplex of insecurities and fears• The greater number of these tormenting 

insecurities were oonneoted with the widespread fear that sooner or Vater the 

4-
f , 

evacuees would be forced to leave the centers, an eventuality with^rhioh they 

/ / "to 
m /f Almost the evacuees shared ttfis attit ;titude felt incapable of coping 

f^Those whp did not segregate either oht^e to put some stock in ^he repeated T/VRA 

assurances that they would not be forced to leave the center^ or decided that 

i/ the/move to Tule Lake, which did liot by any means guarantor absolute security, 

Mj 
tv rfc was wiser, tailed too much risk and trouBlfe^v 

Relocation Centers and "waitAnd see." 

they felt , to stay in the 

are 
In three centers from which data is available, the announcement of segrega-

tion was followed by widespread rumors that the centers were going to close soon 

after segregation. 2 In Gila, at least, this rumor was strengthened by a recently 

delivered speeoh by Dillon Myer in which he assured the American public that all 

possible efforts were being made to relooate the loyal and segregate the disloyal 

Japanese .3 The^padfo engendered by these rumors wao inolrynTniontnl in eaavin»ing > 

many individuals tha4; they-steeuldy\abide by their decision to repatriate or ex-

patriate or hold to their negative answer on the military questionnaire. One of 

the major contributing factors to this reluctance to face even the possibility of 

leaving the centers was economic insecurity and uncertainty which in itself was 

based on many other faotors. Many of the^Japaiiueo had suffered substantial 

property losses, many were or believed they were too old to make a complete new 

1 . Morris Opler, "The Repatriate-Expatriate Group of Manzanar," p . 74 ; 

T . Tsuohiyama, "Segregation," pp. 1-6; R . Hankey, "Chronological Account of 

Segregation," p . 5 . 

3 . R . Hankey, op. o i t . , pp. 5, 6 . 

Morris Opler, "The Repatriate-Expatriate Group of Manzanar," p . 4 0 ; "Studies of 

Segregation at Manzanar," p. 69; R . Hankey, "Notes on Segregation," p . 9 . 
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start in the United States, some felt that their inability to use the English 

language would prove to be too great a handicap when added to the prejudice whioh 

they anticipated if they left the camps.^ These fears appear to have been 

intensified if the family were large and oontained many small children, or if 

some member of the family, particularly the head, were in i l l health. In short, 

many of the Japanese in the centers doubted that a future in America held much 

for them and those individuals or families whose handicaps, financial or otherwise, 

were strongest succumbed to the almost equally doubtful sanctoary of Tule Lake 

and a future in Japan. An attitude whioh must have been common among the most 

discouraged was expressed by an 18-year old Manzanar nisei boy at his segregation 

hearing. He may well have been repeating an expression heard commonly among his 

family and friends: " I t (life in Japan) can't be any worse than in this country 

for us . "^ While advanced age, property losses and the language handicap bulked hig 

among the issei it should not be overlooked that many of them were at this time of 

the opinion that Japan would win the war. Vague and illfounded notions that re-

maining in the centers for the war's duration would result in some type of post-

war reparations for losses were also response / 
the possession of property in Japan or relatives 

hoped ooul$ be relied upon to give the ^repatriates s 

'• J At ' » — .1, • ^ >LJ Of E* exchange! ¿-ŝ A*1 w ^ ' / i ^ V p - t ^ H i -vv\ u.^ 

Though [many of the motived listed above operated 

it should bd stressed that in maniy oases the operation 

nisei 9YpafrTt»ff gave way to Ahe fear-instigated pressu 

parents.* Wnpn questioned^ the nisei very frequently s 

change their negative ..answers to the military questionnair 

1 . T . Tsuchiyama, op. c i t . , p . 20 ; R . Hankey, "Notes on Segregation" p . 15 ; ^ 

Morris Opler, op. c i t . , p . 30 ; i b i d . , p . 19 . 

2 . Morris Opler, "Studies of Segregants at 

3 . Morris Opler, op. c i t . , p . 88 ; T . Tsuohiyama 

Manzanar," p . 3 7 . ^ $ t j : f f } 

yama, op. c i t . , p. 15. \ » J V U £ « Usf 

« H H l H i 
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war reparation for losses was alsoresponsible for some isseis 

desire for segregation as was the possession of property in 

Japan or relatives there, who ife was optimistically hoped 

could be relied upon to give the repatriates some a ssistance 

in the event of exchange. Another important point should be 

kept in mind. Although the attitude was seldom overtly 

voiced, few of the segregees looked upon the act of segregation 

as a final cutting of their relationship with the United 

States. Instead, the believed that once again, at some future 

time, they would be given the opportunity to make up their 

minds. Theyhad been given the opportunity to retract their 

applications for repatriationor expatriation; they had been 

given the opportunity to change their minds on their spwafetooiwx 

answers to the military questionnaire. Why then, they reasoned, 

should they not be given the changh to change their miid s about 

segregation« 

Though many of the aiifctanià* motives listed above operated 

upon the nisei expatriates and No-Nos, in many cases the 

operation was indirect, i . e . , the nisei gave way to the 

fear-instigated pressure put upon them by their parents. 1 / 

When questioned, nisei very frequently stated that they 

woufcd not change their negative answers to the military 

questionnaire because of the 



abridgment of their rights of oitizenship incurred by evacuation, their con-

viction that a future in Amerioa would be made impossible by racial discrimina-

tion and, as an additional resentment, listed the property losses of their parents.^ 

Since the greater proportion of these nisei segregees did not even have citizenship 

in Japan, their decision, as Morris Opler astutely states, was "purely a negative 

gesture . • leading them exactly nowhere, 

The fear of induotion into the United States Army was a very significant 

factor for those families with male members of military age. Despite Segregation 

Release 2A which stated that the Selective Service Act would also apply to persons 

confined in Tule Lake, a considerable number of the segregees eligible for the 

draft continued to hope that segregees would not be drafted or that segregation 

in itself would inhibit their chances of reclassification.^ Future events at 

Tule Lake were to show that they gambled correctly in this matter. It is apparent 

that even when the decision to become a segregee was based on practioal motives 

it gave no guarantee of the security so greatly desired. It was a decision about 

which the people had many misgivings. If a segregee were sincere in his avowed 

desire to return to Japan the future did not promise much even to the most 

optimistic. If he were not sinoere, and many were not, and intended to use Tule 

Lake as a war-duration refuge^ he had no tangible assurance that he made the wiser 

decision. An elderly issei woman told fehe wi'i^er^before segregation took place 

in Gila: 

" I think they're a lot of families being segregated who don't really 

want to go. They*re almost like expecting that i t ' s going to be very 

strict (in Tule Lake^. . . They don't know what to do. . Even if you go 

back to Japan you don't have anything . . They really won't be welcome. 

1 . Opler, op. c it . pp. 44 , 4 8 ; R . Hankey, op. o i t . , pp. 5, 16, 51, 54. 

2 . "The Repatriate-Expatriate Group of Manzanar,^ pp. 9-10. 

3 . T . Tsuohiyama, op. o i t . , pp. 15, 17, 19; Opler, op. o i t . , pp. 48 , 75 ; 

R . Hankey, op. o i t . , pp. 29 , 30, 78. 

4 . R . Hankey, op. o i t . , p. 26 . 
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JLXMJ L+k ** yS* 
Morris Opler in his survey ofj^ttw repatriation dn^ws oonoludes: 

"For many families the decision to repatriate is not easy or olear-out 

and even after it is made, it is a verdict about which there is much mis-

giving. Sinoe the margin of decision is so narrow and the application is so 

often canceled at least once before it is allowed to stand, it may b© 

assumed that in spite of the alien status of the family heads and the strains 

of the war, many of the families who are repatriating would never have con-

templated the action if it had not been for evacuation and the special con-

65 ditions resulting from i t . " l 

Emotional State of the Segregees 

In consideration of the factors listed above, it is not surprising that the 

great number of transferees packed and left for Tule Lake in a state of great emo-

tional strain. -IP-he writ*»1» had an excellent egfe^ttm * + y tn wit-"^« thi§ sinews he 

visited many evacuee f r ^ n r U f i ^ t V two weeks prior to/Mm departure^ Tho dominant 

Iwprnnrrtfm whirifr thftg? pnnpMi fqwrn W ef^an emotional tension so intense that 

when they spoke of their decision they had difficulty in keeping baok the tears. 

When; Uluj. 1 i mil mi 4km i w iiiiM liiii;.-'wnrrf nn^nr to talk about their "reasons" for 

going to Tule Lake but usually, instead of giving reasons, they poured out 

denunciations of the nullification of their rights as citizens, and the race 

prejudice which manifested itself in evacuation. A young man who had attended the 

University of California stated with scorching and incoherent bitterness: 

Odtco 
" I have no intention of going baok to Japan. I 'm just going to wait 

it out. . . It*8 just a burning resentment inside of us. In the first 

place nobody oan tell us just why we were put here. . . Many people who 

said "no" are not disloyal. I don't consider that I am." 2 

The same tension and emotional stress was observed among the Poston segregees 

t 
by T&JN 

" I noticed in the Poston segregants emotional stress and tension increase 

as the day of departure from Poston approached. I remember at least two 

segregants oonfided in me that they felt the same way just prior to the time 

. of the evacuation from Southern California - the feeling of increasing 

N/S-4. anxiety and insecurity."^ 

1« Op. o i t . , pp. 64-65. 

2 . Hankey, op. o it . , p . 53. 

3 . "X 1 s" Sociological Journal, November 5, 1943, p . 4 . 
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It is noteworthy that all of the potential segregees Aititwviowod "by-¿he writer 

stressed that they did not consider themselves disloyal to the United States. Dr . 

Opler comments upon this same factor in his study of the citizen segregees& . > 

One of the most sinoere and moving expressions was made 0« Uliu wi'iiur by a kibei 

segregee 

" I can not hardly understand what degree is disloyalty and loyalty. 

Aocording to the military registration, I was designated as a disloyal citi-

zen by "V7RA. I swear I did not do that on purpose. I do not believe and hope 

the disloyal attitude means direct sympathy to the Japanese government, or 

hating American government. . . I feel something deeply in my heart that we 

still have Amerioan ideals and thoughts. 

At the opposite extreme was a nisei informant who segregated for practical 

reasons alone and^c—il'ujsud \du r that if he were given $1,500 he would be 

glad to relocate.* 

The most striking characteristic of the segregees illifli—*1iu wi'lli r observed en-

rvvw* 

training for Tule Lakft^was their extreme, almost abnormal quiet and reserve. Most of 

V» fthe weeping was done by friends who were left behind. 4 The same phenomenon was noted 

at Poston. 5 To the casual observer they appeared to be meek, bedraggled and sub-

missive, the last group of people in the world one would expeot to explode into 

resistance against the authorities. That this outward quiet and meekness covered a 

tremendous emotional tension later events were to^jmme all too clearly. 
i-ttrtnfc D. Myui'1 o optimiotia afrn-homont might woll In!» pub l i u u . — 

1 . "Studies of Segregants at Manzanar," pp. 13, 129. 

2 . Essay prepared for the writer, p . 13. 

3 . Hankey, op. o i t . , p . 68 

4 . Hankey, "Chronological Account of Segregation," p . 25 

5 . " X " ' s Sociological Journal, October 20, 1945, p . X. 
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group, the old Tuleana^ Thesey grievances of a more pract 

tension and unrest / But the emotional compulsion which Yed thousands of peaceful 

nature addedyxo the 

people.brave th /wrath of the Administration and the A m y , demonstrated and was in 

part furnishera by the bitter disappointment which followed on theyecylization that 

7 V . / V 
Tule Lake / a s not going to be "different, was not going to be filled with people 

of one mind, that the "fence-sitters" an<£\inu h4d not become extinct\and, above al l , 

that tlie transferees1 status as a unique sheltered group who coqld now\forget the 

>fear /of ejeotion from the centers or the draft\was threatened by the p^esenoe of ( 
Resentments Over Reception and Inferior Facilities at Tule Lake 

From the moment of the arrival of the transferees at Tule Lake, conditions 

appeared almost to conspire to add to the burden of emotional instability under which 

the newcomers were suffering. The sight of the great "man-proof" fence and the 

watoh-towers manned by soldiers was a shook. The processing, picture-taking and 

fingerprinting was resented^as treatment which ought to be reserved for criminals. 

The housing department was in a state of confusion; the oamp was overcrowded; the 

introduction of many of the families to their dirty, crowded apartments was dis-

appointing in the extreme. Moreover, the food was/ioenaidopgwj to be generally inferior 

to that of the former oenters. Ill-feeling toward theKoIdol illlial>il»ttiî , who were 

soon acoused of occupying all the good jobs or key positions, an accusation which was 

to some extent justified, developed rapidly. This latter resentment was returned in 

full measure by the old Tuleans who did not appreciate being told that "Tule Lake 

was a dump" and that all the facilities were far below the standards to which the 

transferees had become acoustomed in the Relocation Centers. The confusion was 

probably increased by the fact that the newcomers from each center had been given 



vague and variable ideas of what to expect at Tule Lake from the administrators 

of their former centers. 

A synthesis of these primary resentments over camp conditions was expressed 

by K$to whcHlater beoame very active in the pressure group: 

"The way it started - of course, everybody who came to this center 

from the other relocation oenters compared this center to the other centers. 

Food, housing, the hospital and sanitation was very low oompared to the 

other oenters we oame from. We didn 't do anything about it until the truck 

aooident 

The "prison-camp" atmosphere 

As preparation for a camp of avowedly "disloyal" individuals, Tule Lake m 

had been surrounded by a "man-proof" fence, 7 feet high and topped with three 

strands of barbed wire. Watohtowers had been JwWWPMty constructed at regular 

intervals around this fenoe. The presenoe of this fence was and continued to be re 

garded as an insult, a nagging reminder of American public opinion, by most of the 

segregees. Few, however, have expressed themselves as fluently or as bitterly as 

"A very repulsive sight greeted us as we approached Tule Lajj© # jt was 

the sight of numerous watoh towers lining the perimeter of the oamp. I felt 

as if we were a bunch of real criminals about to be impounded . . . . I felt 

sure others must have felt the same since I have heard them cursing and swear-

ing vengeanoe. 

"My feelings were further aggravated as we neared the camp. Though I have 

read about the high fenoes being erected, — + wp; , my imagination seemed 

to have failed in its proper conception because the fences in reality are much 

higher and more oruel, both in construction and appearance. I did not believe 

they were built so high and with meshed wires similar to those used at San 

Diego Zoo. Why even the gorillas with tremendous strength were held helpless 

captives, and when men of inferior strength were caged in like a bunch of wild 

animals, I felt terribly irritated. Unconsciously I too have sworn to avenge 

this injustice some day. 

"Topping everything whioh tends to rouse the ire of the internees are 

the search lights beaming throughout the camp, watching us through the wee hours 

of the night as if we were incorrigible murderers. Have we not been the most 

law-abiding people in the past? Why must we now be subjected to suoh humilia-

tion . " 2 

1 . I b i d . , Sept. 11, 1944, p . 3 . 

2 . Ms• p . 1 . 
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A transferee from Jerome expressed himself as follows in a letter to the 

Rooky Shimpo: 

"Inspection of hand baggages, census taking, photograph taking, 

fingerprinting; I felt as if we had entered a penetentiary. We had to 

repeat some fingerprinting twice. The reason is that our fingers are 

rough being the farmers* fingers and they did not print well . Especially, 

they have two oopies of my finger prints, so I cannot commit any crime. . 

A transferee from Poston wrote to friends in that center: 

"Then I put the finger prints of all ten fingers of my hands on several 

sheets. I understand that they do this at a penetentiary when you are 

imprisoned. . 

Resentment over Housing and Food 

Additional irritating factors^ were the confusion and crowding in the dis-

tribution of housing, the omnipresent dirt, caused not only by Tule Lake's 

frequent dust storms but by the fact that many of the barracks assigned had been 

inadequately cleaned or had not been cleaned at a l l . Moreover, housing accommo-

dations were in most cases more crowded than in the centers from which the 

segregees had come. Many recreation halls were turned into barracks to house 

young unmarried men. The oonviction developed that this i l l treatment was being 

meted out to the people because they were "disloyal , " although this was certainly 

not so. A reliable Caucasian informant who assisted in the Housing Division at 

this time stated that it was a madhouse. Former Tuleans who had left camp had 

sold their barrack improvements, shelves, built-in cupboards and the like to 

evacuees remaining in Tule. The buyers moved i± into these apartments without 

notifying the Housing Department. When segregees arrived, they not infrequently 

found the barrack -room assigned to them already occupied. Some of these stranded 

families ignored the Housing Department, found suitable unlocked quarters and 

moved in . This haphazard moving added to the burdens of the already overtaxed 

1 . "X " r s Sociological Journal, November 17, 1943, p . 1 

2 . I b i d . , October 24, 1943, p . 4 . 
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Housing Department, Most of the barracks were very dirty; some were f i lthy . 

One family found their assigned quarters so uninhabitable that they would not even 

put down their suitcases but slept the night in the blook manager's office. The 

next morning the father came to the Housing Department and said he must have 

different quarters. He was told he must take the room assigned to him. This he 

refused to do ani insisted that Mr. Huycke, who was then head of Housing, examine 

his apartment. After much argument, Mr. Huycke gave in . He found that the 

apartment in question had been used as distillery and that the fig mash had 

spilled over the entire apartment, creating a dreadful stench. A disinfecting 

and cleaning crew worked three days to render the room f i t for habitation. 

A nisei from Gila described his f irst impression of Tule Lake as follows: 
IUÂ UVUO 
"When I came from G i l a I just stood here like a dumbbell. Everything 

was dirty; the barracks were dirty; the showers were dirty, the mess halls 

were dirty. Wfeeii T fir?4- aaaaa h e m , t h a ^ s the T - f n 1 I think the 

old Tuleans were used to this mess. Ttertte like moiia feoy«point 4?a«4;he-^cause 

oP'llie •bi'uuble^y2' 

/ ¿ n A j X V ^ 
A nisei girl from Topaz said: ^ 

"The thing that struck us was, I think, the f irst appearance of the 

camp. The comparison with Topaz was very poor. The latrines, the mess and 

the apartments were so poor in condition and so d i f f e r e n t . 

A nisei girl from Gila who later worked against the pressure group, said: 

"You know how it was on the train. After being so tired, to come to 

this dirty camp which was so dark and dusty and windy. The Housing didn't 

want us to be what they oall a homogeneous group. So they scattered us all 

over. We didn 't have a single friend in our whole block. We resented the 

Housing Department. Then, in the latter part of October theyfcbroke the 

Housing Department's windows. They didn 't find the guilty ones)at that time. 

I bhinle •Miafr was the apaylc-of %he wholo -ineidowfe (breaking frhc /WmlusuJ')', 

"Well, housing was the worst» We came into rooms with hath the plaster 

board stolen; there was even nothing to light a stove with. We[had to take 

it or leave i t . " ^ ' 
ULA J 

1 , R . Hankey, Notes, April, pp. 36 , 3 7 , 

2 , I b i d . , p . 20 , 

3 , I b i d . , July 18, p . 1 

4 , I b i d . , July 19, p , 4 , 
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A kibei man about thirty years old^who came from ^ila said: 

" I felt this was really a sad smokey place." 

His wife added, MI said, 'What a dump'.'" On another occasion she stated: 

"For a few months or so you can be orowded. But when you don't know when 

you're leaving, i t ' s very har d . " 1 

Another young kibei girl from Gila said: 

"One thing, when I came here I almost oried was, that all of our 

friends were separated from us. We said, 'Leti move.1 That was important 

with me. I almost oried when 1 came here and saw i t . M ^ / j 

ttitu^^ popple arJiQ asms hsxalater (In Fnh»uiui.y euiQ wuiu-Mob so 
frnfl -ff Tlwy norn put IIII i"" ̂ ili t ""•"• '•" i m one^plaoe." 

eYYt 
A young kibei woman from Jerome an active member of a pressure group wrote 

in a letter to the writer: 

"Then, also, the poor facilities for housing, poor foods, employ-

ments unfair to newcomers, as compared to the previous camps we have come 

from, were all brought up to our attention and dissatisfaction arouse." 

M r . w h o came into camp in December wrote: 

"while in Leupp, I have heard from various sources that Tule Lake is 

a very dirty oamp. Upon my arrival though I was prepared to see dirt , I 

was very muoh shocked to find it dirtier than I had really anticipated. 

I wondered what sort of people had lived here, or what sort of an Adminis-

trator was responsible for the health of the residents. . . . Day in and 

day out, living in filth must have created disgust to such an extent that 

it finally became one of the contributing factors of the trouble. " 4 

A very conservative young nisei girl from G i l a said: V U ^ 

" I had friends here ( in Tule Lake) and had always corresponded with 

them. They liked it here. It was like any other center - that's what I 

thought from their letters. 

" I expected more than this in the camp. I expected better facil ities . 

I didn 't expect it to be just as good as Gila , but better than this . I 

didn't like the first ^impression at a l l . " 5 

An oqiiffi1 !•,» D'i lii yvi nil ~n1 girl , a resident of pre-segregation Tule Lake 

admitted the justification of the segregees' complaints about the housing: 

1 . I b id . , August 8 , p . 4 ; March, p. 5 . 

2. TbdJ., July 30, p. 5. 

3 . I b i d . , July 18, p . 2 . 

4 . Ms. p . 5 . 

5. R . Hankey, Notes, August 30, p . 1 . 
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"The segregees were so unsatisfied with the housing. Of course, you 

can 't blame them beoause they had to sleep in the Rec . Halls . And besides, 

the people who went out had torn down their cabinets and cupboards." 

This young woman added that public feeling ran so high that for a time the 

Japanese girls employed in the Housing Department were afraid to go to work . 1 

Kuratomi, chairman of the pressure group stated: 

The immediate impression I received after ooming here was the unpre-

parednSss on the part of the Administration, especially in the field of housing 

and reception. £ arrived here at 5r00 p¿m. on • the -30th of SepUeiiiberi—TKsrb day 

.'fchte—AJimy was good enough to give us a lunch. After we wei e bhrcmgh tKe probes s -

ing itr was well toward -evening. 

"Eteewb-ually, we were thrown into an unpartitioned Recreation Hall . No 

mattresses were available. I got the block manager to find me a mattress. 

Even the stove wasn*t ready for operation. The block manager had to get wood 

for us (for kindling) . I don't believe the block manager was even notified 

we were to be there. There were ten boys and they told us that between 20 and 

30 (more) would oome. B ut they d idn ' t know. They had no plan at all 

"At that time the people leaving the project (leaving Jerome) had the 

feeling they would like to be housed closely together. B«L i e a lining, "the 

conditions at Tule Lake , they d i d a - I ^ e - w y ? - m t w * * ^ ^ . not 

oft*- •breg-faaent would be the^ same * 

^ When I arrived here I heard so many complaints about the separation in 

housing. Even families were sometimes separated from one end of the camp to 

the other. . . . 

"As far as Jerome was concerned, the facilities were very good. Each 

latrine and urine basin was individual and the interiors of the shower were 

very much better. 

"Food too was much better (at Jerome). This was especially strange, 

since Jerome raised so l ittle . However, food there in comparison to this 

center was twioe as g o o d . " 2 

Another transferee from Jerome described the situation vividly in his letter 

to the Rocky Shimpo: 

"When I entered the apartment, I was surprised with the dirtiness . I 

was very irritated even though I am a thick headed man. The wall was dirty ; 

there was no soreens. Besides a stove in the center, it was a desolate empty 

room. . . I want to the Block Manager and asked for a broom. I was told , 

'There is only one broom and everyone must share i t . 1 . . . It is desolate 

in the block. Dry weeds are left untouched. It really is a dirty camp." 

Equally disgusting to the newcomers were the extremely dirty , over-used latrirrft^ 

-fn-TI-Mtin" TIim « » I L l firm rrmrrtrfnr this ffffflhgTr-"!^ fljtf——il^ 

1 . I b i d . , August 24, p . 11 2 . I b i d . , September 18, pp. 3 , 4 , 5 . 

3 . " X " ' s Sooiologieal Journal, November 17 , 1943, p . 1 . 

# 
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of Tule Lake- ~**wrTirPwbi am y e the - o^ho^e-in 

Gila - in< cleaM-i-nes**. The equipment was worn out and inferior; some of the toilets 

did not flush; fixtures were dingy and dirty; obscenities were scrawled on the walls. 

Almost as irritating as the dirt and the unsatisfactory housing was the quality 

of the food, which most transferees considered definitely inferior to that of the 

Relocation Centers. If every comment made on the bad food at Tule, Lake had been 

written down, it would comprise a separate paper. One i n f o m a n t y i ^ f i d months 

later when the food had greatly improved, " I f the food had been as it is now, it 

(the waiuliuus«« incident) could never have happened."1 

"W® never get fresh vegetables. A week and a half ago they started 
coming in, but they didn't have any for i f or 2 months. All we had was 
potatoes or beets. We're getting some lettuce now. Why oouldn't we get it 
when the oanteen was selling i t? " 2 

While Mr. did not arrive in Tule Lake until December, his reaction to the 

food at that time, which he expressed most emphatically, was no doubt shared to a 

large extent, by many of the transferees who arrived two months earlier: 

"Upon my arrival here I have noticed one thing in particular that justi-

fied the Japanese to revolt. That is the food was terribly poor. I positively 

believe the food per person per day oouldn't have gone over 20 cents which is 

less than half of what the Government r e al ly allows. 

Much criticism 
was heard throughout the country that the Japanese are 

being well fed especially after the investigation conducted by the Dies Committee. 
What lies the Dies Committee oould so boldly print. If they would only come and 
live with us; eat with us; and sleep with us for just a month instead of two 
years as we already have and report the truths as they really exist, I ' l l praise 
them for their fortitude. 

.t< "Regardless of what the Dies Committee has said, the food was bad and is 

bad today. Though it improved a little, the difference is so small, it still 

must be hovering around 200 a day. Why we haven't had an egg for i~ r^iiu m u t . 
n o w - * n a 

"Food is one of the greatest contributing factors that determines the harmony 

of the camp. It affects the stomach of every man, woman, and child.. The quality 

of the food can be judged at times by the mood of the people. Grumbling and 

cursing, animated critioism of this government is freely voiced. 

1 . Notes, May 15, p . 4 . 
2 . Notes, March, p . 14. 
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"To ray judgment the food lacks the essential elements thataartfes us 

A strength and energy. Many boys are takin^^itamins to keeptfcrfir bodies 

^ ^ from going to pieces. My eyes went ba£ -6n me sinoe evacua^rfon due to lack 

of proper food." I am not able today<o do one fourth oP^the work I used to 

do before the war. Should I choose to do any manual^work, my entire body starts 

to tremble and if I should persist, dizziness and^fainting sensations overwhelm 

me. Though I look s t r o n g , v i g o r o u s , I couJiJ^not in reality do the work 

that is required of ma^rfrar. f 

"Further enumerating on food as one o f the greatest contributing faojatfs 

of revolt. Is i^'iiot obvious when thpugands upon thousand of men, woja^n, 

and children, «Se majority of w h o m ^ e not working and^Jherefore ha?Sno 

appetite that relishes anything will naturally find.fault with f ^ a ? When the 

appetita/is good after a good day's work, the food may be gobbed down to 

satisfy the hungry stomac>; but when the appetite is bad, the/best food is 
subject to criticism, x 

"Many a time I 've looked for meat in the plate and if I am gratified 

with more than two tiny pieces I consider myself lucky. The plate of stew is 

just a plate of carrots and potatoes flavored with bits of meat. Be it roast 

pork, if we get more than two slices of one mouthful each, it looks as if the 

cook had made a mistake. The rest is dressing and gravy which we use to 

finish a bowl of rice. Fish is of the poorest quality. Herring which is used 

for fertilizer is now being supplied to us . With such food with no varieties, 

I cannot blame the rioters when they demanded better food on November 1, 1943 . L 

A nisei girl , an old Tuiean resident, who disapproved strongly of the agitators, 

^ ^ reflected this attitude by stating: 

"We always get worse food here than at the other camps. At least that's 

what all the other people told us . " 2 

Another conservative nisei girl,)\a transferee from G i l a stated: 

"Before the incident the food wasn't good. I missed the steak that we 

had every Sunday at Gi la . But the food wasn*t really b a d . " 3 

Two other girls, nisei transferees who had previously voiced strong hostility 

to the "trouble-making agitators" expressed themselves as follows: 

"Tihen I came here -I g at-, the impression that tho Co-op cold gn mnnh fruit 

h«*.,—Attd we didn't get any fruit in the mess." 
"At Topaz we got so much fruit in the mess we always had extra fruit in 

the house." 

Her friend added: "We hardly get fruit in the mess at all and I had to buy 

it in the Co-op." 

The first informant continued: 

1 . Ms. pp. 4 , 5 

2 . R . Hankey, Notes, August 24, p . 4 

3 . I b i d . , August 30, p . 1 . 

: 
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This belief in graft affected the evacuees profoundly. ltd force is reflected 

2 CLJ^jujucM** 

only mildly in the following statements. Wf ir i nisei from Gila, referring to the 

suspicion of graft by the Caucasians said: 

"Grafting started the whole worksi* 

f .V referring t / g r a f t i n g by Japanes/, sai& : 

"Undue a^cusatio\of persons/!'tea ling ^ d of grafts goes on without 

respect of tfcfe person unfier f i r ^ Thus creating suspicion in the eyes of 
the people Without proofs\ / \ . 

"Recently proofs wereNunoOvered and the suspects were arrested (these 

were Japanese arrested for p a l i n g r i c e ) . I p e r ^ n a l l y hope they will be 

given t\fd severest punishmerA if found guilty. 

The accumulation of evidence to prove the existence of graft on the part of the 

Caucasian personnel soon became one of the most important of the self-imposed tasks 
j/y 

of the pressure group which was organized. They considered i t one of the most potent 

weapons against the Administration. 

Another very important irritant was the insufficiency of work and recreation. 

The work shortage gave rise to the additional resentment, that all the good jobs, 

"the key positions" were held by the old residents of Tule. To a, iln»grA extent this 

criticism was justified. 

A young man, a nisei from Gila said: 

"When I got here I got a job. I didn't feel bad at a l l . People who 

didn't get jobs felt awfully b a d . " 3 

/¿-oJV^VAAOW * 
said: 

"No work is created to relieve the loathsome hours; no recreations are 

sponsored to divert the minds of the residents So far I have not seen any 

type of recreation sponsored for the adults, to divert their unpleasant minds. 

If there is enough work in this camp to keep the adults well occupied, recrea-

tion may not be necessary but when work is so scarce as it is here, recreation 

will play a great part in keeping the people satisfied. But neither work nor 

recreation are being sponsored to relieve the dissatisfied from concocting 

misohief. Seven days a week, 30 days a month, day in and day out without a 

thing to do, topped with lack of funds to keep oneself satisfied with wants 

really does get a man. This is another source of trouble." 

1 . R . Hankey, Notes, February, p . 14 . 

2 . Ms . p . 2 . 

3 . R . Hankey, Notes, May Mar. , p . 13 

4 . Report, Deo . , 24, p . 21 . 
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"Here I have to ask for my brother in Topaz to send me some fruit . In 

Topaz they didn 't sell fruit in the canteens but they gave it to us in the 

mess. Since we oame here we spend so much money on food." 

At thi 8 point another girl , an old resident of Tule joined her voice to th© 

oomplaints: 

"Te've had ohioken here only once." . 

A transferee from Topaz said nostalgically: 

"And at Topaz we got duck or chicken once a week." 

The first speaker, from Topaz, added: 

And icecream every Sunday Also, all the other relocation centers 
get linoleum. But this plaoe has n o n e l " f j 

The young/girl who regretted the ducks and^/chickens of Topaz closed the con-

versation with the significant remark: / 

/ / / , 
"Have you seen the /personnel quarters here. They1 re positively extra-

vagant V I went into tie personnel recJ hall the other day and/ I thought, 
•Gosh./" 1 

Resentment of Suspected Graft 

Along with this resentment over poor food a conviction developed that at least 

part of this condition was due to graft on the part of Caucasian and Japanese members 

of the Mess Division. This suspicion existed before segregation andiiiiili uhmuil^y 

the older inhabitants of Tule Lake. Rumors of projeot meat being shipped into 

Klamath Falls and sold on the blaok market were current not only among the evacuees 

but among members of the Appointed Personnel. It was also rumored that large food 

bills were run up in nearby towns by members of the mess division and that those 

merchants who furnished an additional bribe were the first to have their bills met. 

-totFbi-Jlng tt> pui'jUlui'1 ~»vnnr a m g m.P lihn 

appointed prrfinaii»i^this condition was investigated by the F . B . I , in mid-November 

and resulted in the dismissal of several of the guilty staff members.2 

1 . I b i d . , September 14, p . 6 

2 . See p . . 
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Additional attitudes toward employment will be quote ;he discussion 

devoted to the hostility which developed toward the old ^uleans on this and other 

scores 

Another resentment which had a long pre-segregation history in T u i e Lake 

sprang from the actions and attitude of the Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Pedioord. 

He had acquired an unprecedented degree of unpopularity with the Japanese before 

segregation took place. A petition signed by 7 ,500 evacuees requested his removal 

in June, 1945. Reasons-for- his unpopulardty were- set" for-th in detail by Marvin 

Qplor, the Community Analyst, in a report dated July 6* 1 9 4 3 I n the petition 

his attitudes toward evacuees, both staff members and patients, is called un-

sympathetic and dictatorial. He is accused of addressing the evacuees as "Japs" , 

not obtaining neoessary medical equipment, placing economy above service, and 

forcing evacuee dootors to relocate by his dictatorial attitude. Some of the 

unconfirmed accusations made by informants in November include: That Pedicord 

had anti-Japanese views, that he was inoompetent and negligent of his duties, 

that he refused to grant permission for transfusions to two or three patients 

who later died, that he did not order sufficient medicine for hospital equip-

ment, that he hired Caucasian quacks one of whom caused a child to be stillborn 

by giving the mother too much serum, that he cut the hospital staff so severely 

that it oould not run efficiently, that he made the Caucasian nurses section heads 

and permitted them to give orders to the evacuee dootors (even though one evacuee 

dootor had a license to practice in California) , that he cut down the allowance 

of baby food although there was an adequate supply in the warehouse. Because of 

hiring "quacks" he is also blamed for the death of a severely burned evacuee 

child who is said to have been left without treatment from 11:00 p.m. to 7 :00 a.m. 

1 . Ms . , pp. 5-6. 
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when it was finally treated by a Japanese doctor coming on duty. The trans-

ferees took over this older resentment with remarkable speed. Dr . Pedioord's 

removal became one of the planks in the program of the pressure group. 

ost of the iijformants quoted in the preceding analysis belonged to that 

return to Japan 

Tule Lake some 

¡er of 1943, those 

s over ill-

lowever. Those 

never been 

nd prepare for 

section of the population which at least expressed the desire to 

at the time of segregation. Yet before they had spent a year in 

changed their minds land asked to relocate. In Ootlober and Novemt 

who relocated later Ihad been just as vociferous in 

as the eWacuees who remained, 

treatment at Tuie Lake/ There was an exception in 

like Japanese 

their oomplainjb 

one attitude, 

who had decided to gdt out of Tule Lake by the middle of 1944 had 

vigorous advocators off "a camp where we can all aoi 

life in Japan." Instead, they had talked of "beii 

and having as good a 4ime as we can while we're wai 

in mind, therefore, thkt those who had found a oomp 

place to stay until th^ end of the war shared many ^f the resentments of the 

repatriates, who took "tlheir return to Japan seriously. Since the possibility of 

exchange was exceedingly remote, they realized that fchey might be forced to live 

at Tule Lake for an indefinite number of years. From Tule Lake and ics living 

conditions, whether gooa or bad, there was no escape.1 There was no possibility 

of removal by relocations Conditions had to be endure®, or changed. 

g treated like kuman beings 

ting here." It Ishould be kept 

iratively safe and permanent 

Attitudes oy the Old Tulean/Population 

V 

WS 
oJ u-cr/ 

//w /IO.T. - J H P 

The oïder inhabitants/ of Tuie Lake were ybharacterized by somewhat different 

attitudes / Though they snared many of the yesentments, on ^he whole t y y did not 

wish to éhange the camp,/especially if the/attempt to effrfct changes Vould cause 

1 . I b i d . , p . 17. 
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T4iB TiwuftjjAN TWKAJ QE tttttlv HIT irimuriTTT MjJJ P W F P S E 

cxjclc nf fihr 'innt in* "i11"1*' t """"1 11 IT! fcn~t?T5 overt • 

it en fff fi rf vi—1-i -r jinr* ¿^attitude which was to ^frrme 

&4g~-enormou-dfrs i gn i f i c an c e in future behavior of the 

res id entsj^wa's' the appe arance Off TO part 61*17® W m r a -

of 4l wishful-thinking expressions that Tule Lake would 

be free of the disturbing mental ianxjEiaQiLrAtAsBxaxiDk 

ambivalences and conflicts of the Relocation Centers. 

Many informants stated that they had looked upon Tale 

Lake as a p&ace where they m&ght begin a new existence, 

a place vihere they would at last be genuinely secure, 

a place where they might live with individuals of like 

aitKQt ODinion and be rid of the company of the indecisive 

fence-sitters who could not make up their minds to 

support either the United States or Japan and who made up 

a large proportion of the individuals who remained in the 

relocation centers after the first egress of the nisei . 

Y/hether this attitude was widely held just previous to 

and after segregation cannot be determined. There is no 

Boubt, however, that it developed and gained strength 

within the months that followed segregation and that 

almost ev/ry transferee felt obliged to sag that this 
inconceivable unity of thought a|id jntentio^n 
was what he had expected at Tulsr Lake ./ noi1 can be 

"determined whether many person^, in their distinction and 

emo tional imbalance ,actually/believe d that thii quite 

illogical/dream could become a reality. Somtf, no doubt, 

did dec/eve themselves injCo an almost fanat/cal belief. 

^rttoxa/Many others undoi/otedly were oblig/d t 

• m ill 



was fenced off with a four foot barbed wire fence and 

evacuees were fniMMfio^ absolutely forbidden to enter» 

^ After segregation M m no additional prohibitions 

were placed on evacuee .movements within the mtesA man-proof 

fence. Anyone could enter the administrative or hospital 

the 

area at any time of the day or night. The restriction on 

H - - v, ciL. . _. 
military area, of course, remained» 7 I T T ^ » . 

In early November of 1943, A ^ h ^ ^ ^ ^ 
After the incid en tifami as xn xnsn srrsnlsKi additional . t ^ Xo 

man-proof barbed wire topped fences were erected between 

the evacuee area and the administrative area, the hospital 

area was surrounded by aJ~Td^iiti^rl fence and ttec/stockade, 
called Area B in the adminisirative manual, 
was »construoted to the west of the hospital .sofcxntamsnx 
(^Xj^UL U m - ^ o U A ¿ , t^J Cod o^u^ a^ « O—J *** 
EniiosBtnfesc bynHnffiKûKntnxjpxdxiijDasmxnsaiixx xfikn xBtnEtadxnxx 
'WvcXi n-^ » 
Tftaxx The fence between the evacuee residence section/^axx 

ttexQDQiEK^ xxn xli •tasa&xn kd un® nxjix cs iïtaà nim î actàxabaucn as 
and the administrative area 
HCUSID: 

was ¿jfrffa eouipped with guard towers as was the stockade. 

The'stookade fence differed in one detail• igmamxttax 

It had six strands of barbed wire, arranged 
f f Z ^ i 

to make either ingress or egress difficult. / In December of 

1943 an additional but idcntioal^fence was erected between 
^ 1 tr 

Ward VII and the rest of the colony because the administration 

(c ons idered'for a t ime,*ftsolating some of the most vociferous 

trduble makers in this area. This action was never taken and 

the fence was torn down in the late spring of 1944. The 

stockade continued to serve as a place of detention from 

November of 1943 until August of 1944 when it was abandoned. 

ixExx Anew stoakade/and jail erected to the west of 

the admin is tra tive area. 
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That amorphous group of people commonly called fence-sitters 

were verbally flayed. The segregees, it was insisted, had 

by their overt act of segre ation, set themselves apart 

on a high plane of honesty and integrity. 

V/hether this attitude was widely held just previous to 

and after segregation cannot be determined. There is no 

doubt, however, that it developed and ? ained afcrBgjgfcfareHttifaicg 
tremendous strength in 

the months that followed segrggation and that almost every 

transferee felt obliged to say that this inconceivable unity 

of thought and intention was what he had expected at Tuie 

Lake. Nor can it be determined whether many persons, in 

their emotional unbalance and their need to justify their 

deoision to become segregees »actually believed that this 

oui te illogical dream could become a reality. Some, no 

doubt, did deceive th easel ves» into an olmcut fan alitai 

IMJIIC. I1. Many others, undoubtedly, were obliged to pretend 

belief and repeat the d enunciations of the fence-sit ter s 

so that they would not be suspected of being fence-si Iter s 

themselves. All that is certainly knowh concerning thé 

inception of this ^ attitude is that it was vociferously 

EB32irKXXK± stated by many informants some four months after 

segregation that this was what they had thought. 

This conflict between peoole who had "made up their 

minds to be Japanese" and peopie who had "not made up their 

minds" had a long history in the Relocation Centers and 

its force and influence cannot be a preciated unless t he 

doubts and vacillations of the relocation center life are 

understood. In the matter of expatriation and re patriationQ^^ 

/V in the matter of the answers to the military ou esti onnair e, 

differences of opinion had produced argument, hostility and 



demonstrations which in some centers/caused such a disturbance 

that the WRA M i interned many nisei in t^e Leupp camp and 

the Department of Justice .had done the same with many issei 

"agitators". SnrnffciKt Hostility bet ween those persons 

who held that ±kx after the Knxnaatisn experience of 

evacuation they could do nothing else put place reliance in 
wise 

^aoan and those who held that it would be^3Ct«r not to 

commit oneself too far against the United 'States but await 

future developemsnts was^already well developed^' Strong 

dislike and in some cases bitter haired arose between persons 

who overtly espoused one or the other point of view. When 

the internments t ok place some persons who had been very 

"pro-American" and had answered "Yes" to the Military 

Questionnaire were accused of having denounced the interned 

men to the administration. These alleged stool-pigeons were 

called inu (dog), not only by the more vociferous "No-N^s" 

but also by most of the more neutral residents. In the 

reMo.-ation centers anyone who defended his Yes-Yes answer 

too loudly or aopeared to be friendly or cooperative with 

the higher administrative officials was lifeble to come under 

feks: suspicion of being an inu. This hatred of the "dogs" or 

the inu took a great and lasting hold upon the people. On 

the other hand, persons who answered No Mnd then sategxilxtH: 

changed their answers to Yes were EKgbKftBEfcx sometimes 

reg^ded in as bad i f not a worse light. They were known 

as tea tasEDHEi: koomori (bats) , neither flesh nor fowl. 

irffii «n sKgnx gxjap nmataiiiKi n^mintemiSxBidxMi 

Th\ teatEobcnfngriJJLEiiienrBsaxferxstkqax disgus t with which 

sincere repatriates or ekpatriat es wie\ed the greaA number 

of ambivalen^ people is es^y to a-iprecia\e. However\ it 
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The Yea-Yes group or those "loyal" to America was commonly 

regarded by the No-No people aa having an advantageoua poaition 

with tie administration. Before leaving Gila, a aegregee 

-CP-
pointed out ¿»ew>idifficult the po ait ion of the No-No a mrm tliui'is 

and e;xpreaaed the hope that in Tule Lake thiig 3 might be 

different: Jl^ 

"Here in Rivera (Gila), the people are moreo r leaa divided 
into Yea and No groupa. Naturally, of t#e Yea group piaya ita 
carda right and apple-poliahea, the chance a of their getting bett 
paid poaitiona in the /> (adminiatrative) officea ia more or leas 

enhanced. The Yea group Ia more or lea3 under the thumb of the 
adminiatration. Any time the No people had a kick coming the 
first people they had to see (in the offices) were the ^es 
people." SBjoaccAstiix 1/ 

The disgust wlLth which sincere repatriates or expatriate a 

vAAwed the great number of ambivalent people ia e a s l o 

appreciate« However, it 



should be stressed that the great number of people who went 

to Tule Lake or/ re mained there were ambivalent themselves 

and a few wee Is before segregation had been underling grave 

misgivings over the wisdom of their decision to become 

segregees. Anparently, this did not inhibit the strength 

with which some individuals seized upon the notion that 

Tule Lake would magically "become a different kind of center 

where doubt and argument about holding to Japan or America 

would be stilled foreveraore. ijdteurEmisiBXK Moreover, there 

were undoubtedly many individuals who remained sufficiently 

realistic to EBKHEK realize that segregation would not 

work a miraculous change upon the mental processes of the 

evacuees, i ^ x p i m s i r r f T h i s must have been true 

especially of the Old Tulean population which had not 

undergone the excitement and tension of moving. Nevertheless. 

the fallacious idealistic notion was so powerful that more 

realistic individuals were largely forced to maintain a 
its 

politic silence in the presence of/voc iferous proponents. 

If they did not, they would promptly be carihiied"fence-sitter" 

or even inu. The following are typical expressions of 

this wishf ul-thin&ing: 
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Administration. Instead, they naively anticipated a cpinp where all th^ people 

would be of onefjmidA It Should be remembered thaj/thes^ were the ̂ same people 

who a few weofis before had beenisuf feeing g^avo/misgivings over/the wisdom of 
4 ' ¿ L < U L sU^U IrtMJyl-J A j U ^ y v iA^Jets 

their .̂fe^ision to'become segregees.A Î 11 those «wiWWe re 
/L fvA« 

•Wmmya ltTfl.a vociferously« 

Frm^r^T * 11 •1 i^ti c 

1 'said: 

"s ilsnaa' 

# 

KJHL 

"All during the trip all the people ooming from Gila - all they 

talked about was how things were going to be in ^ule Lake . There wouldn't 

be any more inus; no more Yes-Yes.- They were so glad when they saw the 

camp. The people came here with such high hopes and they got so little. • 

"When we saw the camp there was a bunch of boys on a potato truck. 

They pointed. 'That's Tule, ' they said. When I saw it tears came to my 

eyes. It was the first step towards Japan and George (her husband whom 

she hoped to join in Tule) would be here and everything. I really thought 

this camp was going to be much different than Gila."-*-

Aneilnui1 Klliui vDuiifci'î Bf uillUjuattHiiiud wrote: 

"We came to Tule Lake with great expectation and high hopes to be 

able to join our fellow Japanese subjects,-yihtiju iiiuau uuid Jubuie bliUUfelits. 

DesireJto return to our mother country at her emergencies and to serge 

her were the main purpose in seeking repatriation and expatriation." 

A nisei girl said: 

"At the relocation camp there were so many that were loyal to America. 

¡Te felt people with the same kind of mind (persons who were 

%J tf Vf ra&ad) would be assembled here . " 3 

possible 
It Jbecam^, and in fact J obligatory to express unrestrained loyalty to 

1 1 J J 
Japan ago. an equa/Lly unrestrained hostility and scorn for the evacuees loyal" to 

/ T J i vA- J 
Amerio/. The transferees «new well that many individualsAhad remained in the re-

/ i l l / _ 
location centerp nrfib shared the greater papt of their sentiments but had preferred | 

to pe labelled?' "loyal." /The expression of such sentiments \yould no longer 

/ I 

1. R. Hankey, Notes, July 19, 1944, p. 3 
2 . Ib id . , July 10, p. 2 

3 . Ib id . , May 21, p. 1 . 



INSERTION ON PAGE 24 

This is an extraaely interest ng statement for Tsuda, 

the reputed vice-king of the camp was and remained sex 

moisthxk entirely American in thought andbehavior. xlnnthsx 

imrara He rnade this statrifiement/ in the presence of snams: 

XDC several vociferant exoonents of Japanese behavior and 

there is little doubt that he di d not mean one word of it . 
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be followed by incarceration in Leup^or Santa Fe. AttitudesAike the foll< 

were no doubt common to many s / 
From an gx*Snntn Pit -d-

egregeea^ 

"We came here/for tyf purpose of r e p a t r ^ l o n so that we Will be on 

the priority list/to be Segregated to J a p a n / / f e may change ytf feeling 

after the war, b /t fo/the time being, w e > ^ t rely on the £#eror of Japan: 

not on the Unit/d Spates government. / 

"Our loyalty/s to Japan. Natural!^ we are very earnest about i t . 

Some J a p a n e s e ' ' t h e y are still loyAAo the United S t # e s , but I don't 

believe it 

From an oWfer nisei: 

re who were segregated 

Miese and for Japan." 2 

Aifcibul Ipmm AO «¿the 

unloyal must be^J^nsidered heart and soul 

rxo^the pressure group which formed soon after segregation 

expressed his sentiments as follows: 

"We expected the same status. We expected the same kind of group - all 

going back to Japan. We believed that and naturally thought this would be 

a peaceful colony. . . . Those fellows who said No-Yes or No-No and do not 

repatriatedfooled this country (U .S .A . ) and fooled the government. ^ 

[Hvii^. - .t̂ Jĉ A-CAJ 

A very shrewd nisei transferee\|who carefully kept himself out of all political 

entanglements expressed his opinion of the attitude of these militant segregees 

neatly and concisely: 
a 

"When they came here they thought it was going to be/Japanese Utopia. 

The resentment that arose was brought on by their feeling of frustration. 

In some individuals this attitude led to an expressed abhorrence of all 

things thought to be American and an idealization of all things thought to be 

Japanese. On arriving at Tule Lake many nisei and kibei made a conscious attempt 

to conform'and to tuVn their minds frim'"American ways of'thinking and acting to 

Japanese ways of thinking and acting." Individuals were affected in varying 

degrees. Many, while complying outwardly, kept their true opinions to themselves; 

1 . Ib id . , May 21, p . 1 

2 . From a Ms. prepared by JYK, p . 7 . 
3 . R . Hankey, Notes, Sept. 11, 1944, pp. 1, 2 . 

4 . Ib id . , Sept. 1i , p. 1 
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some embraced this attitude with stern earnestness; in a few it grew to 

fanaticism. Outward expression of this attitude manifested itself on many minor 

jr XJLa LoAt*» 
occasions. When the last trainload of segregants from Topaz arrived^ on September 

30, some young men gathered at the Induction Center near the high school and 

built a bonfire of two to four wooden benches. They stood around the benches and 

shouted " B a n z a i N i s e i social dances were broken up by kibei demonstrations. 

Attendance at American movies was frowned upon. If any person were courageous 

or rash enough to speak favorably of a custom or ideal considered American, he 

, iwo-

would inevitably invite criticism and perhaps physical violence. £4«»ee^men made 

the following interesting revelations of their consciousness of this attempted 

psychological change in themselves. - t . f 

Ar-youngep ^Wogiaaniood iooeiaaidr 

"Previous to segregation I felt like an American and acted like an 

American. After segregation I could not help myself. In everything, I 

began to think and aot like a Japanese. I was working on Internal Security 

then and had always gotten along with the Caucasians. But my mind was 

just turned around. The Administration just couldnH understand me and 

lost confidence in me. 
•pa» • r /^uc^-^h'^ * ^ 

"But if I'm going to be a Japanese I'm going to be pure Japanese and 

not American at all . I didn't used to be like this. But now I just see 

this camp from the Japanese point of view only. As a Japanese, I got to 

do it this w a y . „ A y t 

^ jl T Z w o - . / h ^ r h Iff* 
Though this W l & a K 1—iai tim • probably BIN in j i f a i f r i o f the 

•U MkyJU- j / CL 
transfereesa itk should not be imagined that it was^Junanimoi^ To mnnt nf t»h< old 

il/o^i'cal andi,here! ne oiafaifi-oance at all . Nevertheless, it was 

emotionar^ignificance and its inevitable non-raftlization contributed 

greatly to the tension and sense of ̂ frustration. TheiV were other very important 

resentmentsi ^ome sprang from the inferior facilities/of Tule I^ke when compared 

1. WRA, Tule Lake Incident, Sequence of Events. 

Z-. -ft-»- Hanke y, Not o o , Sopt. 17, p . l-> 

2 . R. Hankey, Notes, May 23, p . 6 

3 . Ib id . , May 18, p . 3 . 
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Eg. 

While there is little doubt that this "be Japanese" 

attitude was professed by many individuals who privately 

thought otherwise, its significance should not be under-

e s t i i s t e d LlilJ i m i i u m I t was accepted as the o m i y 

proper type of behavior for a segregant and everyone was 

£02:2®* impelled to comply fcemKHKmiK^ 

partly because of the e mot ional force of the attitude and 

partly because not to comply would bring 

jcrrate down treme^ous citicism from the other residents. 

J ? % 


