
CHAPTER V I I  � THE DEVELOPMENT OF F ACTI ON1L I SM 

RESEGRE GAT I ON GRUUP V . KURATOMI  PACTI ON 

SYNTHESI S 

By f ct at  l at e s pr i ng of  1944 t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup was 

t he onl y gr oup i n camp wi t h any pr et ens i o ns of  pawanrT 

p o l i t i c i l  powwr . I n a sense t hey wer d now t he v es t ed 

gr oup« Undoubt edl y t he| (cohs i der ed t hemsel ves t he f u t u r e 

gu i d i ng f o r c e of  Tul e L ak e . F or  many mont hs t hey had 

expr es s ed r epeat edl y t hat  one of  t hei r  c h i e f  ai ms was 

o bt ai n i ng t he r e l eas e of  t he s t oc k ade, i n p ar t i c u l a r , t he 

Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee, "t he peo p l es 1 r ep r es en t a t i v es "� 

Th©/ s t r ove t o gi ve t he i mpr ess i on t o t he r es i dent s t hat  

t hey wer e i n a sense ac t i ng as t r us t ees f o r  t he Ampr &soned 

member s of  t he Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee , t hat  t hey wer e t r y i ng 

C t o f r ee t hem so t hat  t hey mi ght  r egai n t hei r  r i gh t f u l  

p l ac es as l eader s of  t he peopl e» 

However , t hey r an i nt o t he i r  f i r s t  o r gani zed oppos i t i on 

I n t he per s on of  Mr . Tsuda who was r e l eas ed f r om t he s t ockade 

i n Apr i l  of  1944« Tsuda i mmedi at el y j o i ned f o r c es wi t h 

K i mur a, Mor i  and so me o t her  s &bs ex- s t ockade det a i nees and 

began an unc eas i ng campai gn t o get  K a i , Kur at omi  and 

Sugi mot o out  o f  t he s t oc k ade. (Tsuda and Ki mur a had been 

among Kur at omi *s most  l o y al  suppor t er s i n t he Oct ober - November  

up r i g i ng and t hey c ont i nued t o wor k f a i t h f u l l y i n h i s 

beha l f  no w. ) T s uda f s ef f o r t s t o br i ng about  r el eas e 

c o n f l i c t ed wi t h t he pr essur e gr o up ' s ai ms , ¿ n e e t he pr es s ur e 
gr eat l y 

gr oup x i s »/ c o v et ed t he pr es t i ge whi c h i t  hoped t o get  i f  

i t  succeeded i n get t i ng t he men r e l eas ed . » a 

c Ĵ - t J  ZvtvXa cl  and J feay (hava j r J ^&s i i  Kur at omi   ̂
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Bot h t he Besegr egf c t i on Gr oup and T s uda f s gr oup wer e 

conneot ed and wor ked wi t h a mi nor  o r gan i zat i o n c al l ed t he 

Sai ban- l l n ( T t i a l  Commi t t ee) whi ch was o r gani zed some t i me 

bet ween Mar ch and May . (Have wr i t t en Kur at omi  f o r  exact  d a t e . ) 

The member shi p o f  t h i s body was comnosed o f  r e l a t i v es of: t he 

det ai nees who fesr i t  o r gani zed t o vsork c o o per at i v el y f or  r e l ea s e . 
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J ; Oj Â . 
f o r  t he exac t  dat e ) f n̂ e r el at i v es *of 3̂aey I nt  o m»»c f or med 

/ J L- J Uhu ŷ t̂  ̂ ŷf  ̂

an o r gan!zat i o p / <o wor k c o o per at i v el y f o r  t he r e l eas e of  

t he d e t a i n ees . Th i s a0r gn nf r g t i dm was c a l l t h e Sal b ĉn- l l n 

( T r i î  Commi t t ee) . / ""A g o o d pr opo r t i on o f  t he member s o f  

2. 

Cv-v-Q k 
«1 f i  +". i  xr<a <3 i  r\ f  * mJs 

t he Sal ban- l l n,i uuuK hav i ng r e l a t i v es i n t he s t ockade, wer e 

aqdent  s t at us quo s uppor t er s and Res egr egat i o n i s t s . Pr om t he 

saant  dat a av a i l ab l e i t  appear s t hat  t he Re s egr egat i oni s t  

l eader s i n i t i a t ed t he o r gan i zat i o n al t hough Tsuda c er t a i n 

wor ked wi t ht he r e l a t i v es al s o £or  a p er i o d . * 

Mr . Y amas hi t a, one of  t he most  i n f l uen t i a l  l eader s o f  

t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup exer t ed h i ms el f  i n an at t empt  t o get  

Tsuda t o come i n wi t h t he Res egr egat i o n i s t s . Ts uda, however , 

was not  t o be l ur ed by Y amas h i t a f s pr omi ses of  "gr eat  power " 

and, t o make mat t er s wor s e, r ef us ed t o s i gn t he Ak as hi  

p et i t i o n» Bot h s i des c ont i nued t o make a pr es t ens e o f  

f r i en d l i n es s , but  r appor t  gr ew s t ead i l y wo r s e. By t he 

mi ddl e of  J une, 1944, t h i s appear ance of  f r i en d l i n es s was 

ahandoned and t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup began an ac t i v e 

campai gn t o bl ac k ed Tsuda and h i s gr oup wi t ht he r es i dent s 

c a l l i n g t hem dogs£ and gambl er s , and po i n t i ng 



s adpambl et  I n t i ng; t o t he f ao t  t hat  Tsuda 

c a l l ed on Mr . Bes t  f r equent l y as pr oo f  t hat  he was 

wor k i ng wi t h Bes t  agai ns t  t he peopl e and agai ns t  t he 

s t ookade det a i nees . T s uda, aooor di ng t o h i s ac c o unt , saw 

Mr . Best  as o f t en as he coul d f x « * i n an at t empt  t o 

get  some ao t i o n on t he s t o o k ade. i s s ue . I n any eas e , 

t he dog pr opaganda gai ned wi de ac c ept anc e, comi ng as i t  

d i d , at  t he hei ght  of  t h e wave o f  i nn h a t e . 

Af t er  t he openi ng o f  t h i s go s s i p campai gn, i t  

appear s t hat  t he Sai ban l l n f e l l  al most  c ompl et el y uni  er  

t he domi nat i on of  t he Res egr egat i o n i s t  l eader s . Co i nc i dent  

wi t h t he br eak wi t h Ts uda, t he Sai ban l l n , under  t he 

l eader s h i p o f  K i y o s h i  Okamot o dec i ded t o appeal  t o t he 

Amer i can C i v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on on beha l f  o f  t he n i s e i  

det a i nees . Mr . Bes i g af i xi i umj Af l i H t he at t o r ney f r om t he 

s ho r t l y 

ACLU ar r i v ed at  Tul e Lake most  unpr opi t i ous l y/ j t ni nKni i aj ui  

a f t e r  Hi t omi  was mur der ed. 

( I n t he f i r s t  par t  o f  Chpt . V . i t  wi l l  be made c l ear  

t hat  t he f a i l u r e o f  t he admi n i s t r a t i o n ' s at t empt s t o f or m 

a ne w Repr es ent at i v e Body had an i mpor t ant  ef f ec t  on 

peo p l es 1 a t t i t udes , i . e . , maj i y peopl e became convi r c ed or  

s ai d t hey wer e conv i nced i i sx* t hat  t he onl y way t o b r i n g 

t he camp bac k t o or der  was t o r el eas e t he men f r om t he 

s t o c k ade. T h i s was i n l at e May o f  1944. ) Ther e was no 

no t i c i ab l e change i n t h i s at t i t ude t hr ough J une. Nor  was 

any par t i c u l ar  i n t er es t  shown i n t he ac t i v i t i e s o f  t h e 

Sai ban i i n , t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup or  t he Tsuda f ac t i o n» 

Bes i des peopl e wer e t oo busy t a l k i ng about  t he i nu , t he 

l at es t  beat i ngs , and, i n J u l y , about  t he Hi t omi  mur der , t o 
be t oo concer ned ever  t he s t o c k ade. 





t hat  t he onl y w£y t o br i ng t he cam| f  bac k t o o r der  was t o 

r e l eas e t he/i n en f r om t he s t ockade. T h i s was i n l at e M ŷ 

of  1944«/ T h e r e was no n o t i f i ab l e change i n t h i s at l̂ kt ude 

\ j r y* y ^ V ^ ^ A uéf Âj u r̂  
t hr ough J unef l .  ̂ Bes i des peopl e wer e t oo bus y t a k i n g about  

t t fe i nu and r e l a t i ng t hé' l a t es t  beat i ngs f y T̂**-  ̂
ï îlprttiî 'iî  î  r. tiljiNjMiÉÉÉfawiE1 "ifr"̂111 *** i  

The Hunger  St r i k e ^  ̂

MovXvi y I  

Shor t l y 4f t er  'Besfeg l e f t  t h p̂ r o j ec t  t he det ai nees 

went  i nt o a hunger  s t r i k e i n a f i n a l  des per at e at t empt  t o 

get  r e l eas e» Th i s i s o f  i n t er es t  c h i e f l y bec aus e of  t he 
V 

at t i t ude of  t hej r es i dent s . Sympat hy and i den t i f i c a t i o n 

wi t h t he i mpr i soned men i nc r eas ed. The pr es s ur e gr oup 

t knant enandnfaaMr i bl «t ot J i l Lkxj made d i r e t hr eat s of  what  

"t he peo p l e" woul d do , However , a l l  i nf or mant s not  i n 
t he pr es s ur e gr oup made no bones about  s ay i ng t hat  t he 

"peo p l e" war e not  go i ng t o make any over t  demons t r at i on 

over  t he hunger  s t r i k e . I n f ac t , most  non- &es egr egat i oni s t  

r es i dent s i mpl i ed t hat  t he s t r i k er s wer e damn f o o l s » When, 

however , t he Res- Cgr egat i on Gr oup c i r c u l at ed a pet i t i o n near  

t he end of  t he s t r i k e , al most  ever yone s i gned i t » 

I n i t i a l  Di sappo i nt ment  of  Res egr egat i on Gr oup when Ka1 and 

Kur at oml  r oodcdt  Ref us ed t o t ake Act i t ee par t » 

Aa- Jaa- e-  been/ mexi l l i i f l ôd sever «.! t i i l N ' ^o r ^a mr T v ^f t ) s t  

he Res egr egat i o n Gr oup l eader s s t at ed m k x r e pea 

tkntntdi eyxngngnpi t i ht .TTi gmfcaueai j di anaa t hr ought he s pr i ng a]Ld 

summer  of  1944 phat  t hey wer e onl y wa i t i ng f o r  t he r el eas e 

of  t he det ai naep t o beg i n t hei r  ac t i v i t i es / | i «. q~ULg W%» 

( âee r̂ TT P̂ Uai j Al e- i ^̂ f M̂ n̂» a ^^g a n ^H t l o n wi t hout  - fc&efa, 

on- Augugt  8, l ek m̂mmr *) I i> mayfi t>gQ, mf i en t he l as t  13 mor  ̂
 ̂ LU ETL&̂ - J C- t  AU l̂ . ON 

wer  ̂ r e l eas ed i t  t he end o f  August  l iama s h i t a sent  emi  j s ar i es 

y 

t o 
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gai ned wi de ac c ept anc e i n camp, comi ng as i t  d i d , at  t he 

hei ght  of  t he wave of  i nu h a t e . 

The Ssr f ban i i n 
/ J  

/somet i me bet ween Mar ch and -  J j pi s (have wr i t t en / K . f o r  

accur at e<1 a ê) t he r e l a t i v es of  t he i r t t er nees f or med aj  

o r gan i zat i o n t o wor k c o o per at i v el y f o r  t he r adeas e o f / t h e 

ai j p / V « ¡ S I  / / 

Pr omt s cant  di f t t a î t  appear s t M t  t he I t osegr ĝat i oni s t  

eat er s i n i t i a t ed t he / o r gan i z a t i o n al t hough Tsu<i a c er t a i n l y 

wor ked wi t h ifc Sj usnt oi i axi i mdx al s o f r̂  a p e r i b d  ̂ Af t er  

s hi t  a br oke wi t h Tsuda i t  appear s t hat  t he Sal ban i i n 

f e l l  a l ams t  compl et el y under  t he doMi tytej i t i on of  t he 

iT ĵ frhat  Mflcny 

r e l a t i v es i sl xt t k« a y ôodj  i iMbtefrr7of  t heVpeepj be 

f r i e n d s / i n t he 3t odkade wer e ar dent  s t at uj  ̂quo sup] 

and RJ se gr egat i o n i s t s . 

Tsuda says he t hought  of  get t i ng a l awyer  t o get  t he 

boy s of l t  of  t he st ockade but  was di s c our aged by Yamashi t a 

and K i r a . Okamot o, an evacuee f r om Hear t  Mount ai n, 4i o was 

l at er  t r i ed and sent enced f o r  s ed i t i o n , i aua f i n a l l y t ook 

t he i n i t i a t i v e i n t h i s m t t er  and appeal ed t o t he ACL U. 

Bes i g ar r i ved m̂os t  unpr o p i t i o us l y a f ew day s af t er  H&t omi  

was mur der ed* 

Rf r t i t ude of  t he Res i dent s t owar d t he St ocakde I s s u e . 

(Cons i der abl e d i s c us s i o n of  pn n̂i ar akt ot t mAaa gener al  

at t i t udes t owar d t he s t ockade det ai nees «1s t  o f  nec es s i t y 

go i nt o t he f i r s t  par t  o f  Chpt . V -  pr ec edi ng t he r i s e of  

i nu h a t e . I t  wi l l  be made c l ear  t her e t hat  t he f a i l u r e of  

t he admi n i s t r a t i o n ! s at t empt s t o f or m a new Repr eser t  at i ve 

Body had an i mpor t ant  ef f ec t  on peopl es 1 a t t i t udes , i . e l , 

many peopl e became c onv i nc ed, or  s a i d t hey wer e c onv i nc ed 
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The s t r i k e was br ok en August  12 and s ho r t l y t her eaf t er  a l l  

t of  t he det ai nees wer e r el eas ed« 

mK êi gnaf eat  J xni icjQ&BDnjzi  jbaaj imxiixi iutcix 

jg�igBmrfc l anr at i hMgxt eai i x 

Thr ough t he s pr i ng and summer  of  1944, t he Res egr egat i on 

Gr oup l eader s had been r e i t er a t i ng t hat  t hey wer e wai t i ng 

onl y f o r  t he r el eas e of  t he det ai nees t o begi n t he i r  

ac t i v i t i es on a gr and s c a l e . When t he l as t  13 men, among 
K a i  and Kur at omi  an ot her  of  

whom wer e/ t he most  i n f l uen t i a l  l eader s o f  t he Oct ober - November  

1943 u p r i s i / n g wer e r e l eas ed, Yamashi t a sent  emi s s ar i es t o 



I n l t l a l  Ho s t i l i t y Bet ween Tsuda- Kl mur a- Mor l  gr oup and 

Res egr egat l n Gr oup L eader s 

Adequat e dat a on t h i s bus i re ss 
has been ver y har d t o g e t . I ' v e 
got  some f r om Tsuda and t he Reseg-

gt i  >ni st s -  have wr i t t en t o &ur at omi  
f o r  ac c ur at e d e t a i l s . 

A f t er  ' ŝ uda's r el eas e f r om t he s t ockade i n p̂ r i l  1944 
- r el eased 

he j o i ned wi t h &i mur a, Mor i  ( a l ao / det a i nees and j l̂ hyf l , f hi a 

men) i n an unc eas i ng campai gn t o get  K a i , Kur at omi  and 

t hd ot emai ni ng det a i nees out  of  t he s t o c k ade"Het i r », 

( ^H n e  ̂ c o n f l i c t ed wi t h t he £>r essur e gr oups ai ms , s i noe 

t he pr es s ur e gr oup j covet  ed t he p r es t i ge whi c h t hey hoped 

t o get  i f  t hey succeeded i n get t i ng t he men r el eas ed» The 

pr es s ur e gr oup had been maki ng at t empt s f o r  r el eas e s i nce 

l at e December  of  1943» Ssuda s t ar t ed h i s campai gn i n Ap r i l » 

At  f i r s t , ac c o r di ng t o T s uda, Yamas hi t a t r i ed t o get  Tsuda 

t o come i n on h i s s i d e . T s uda, however , was not  t o be 

dr awn i nt o t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup by Y anas h i t a»s pr omi ses 

of  "gr eat  power " and even r ef us ed t o s i gn t he Akashi  Aj J Vr ^̂  T / 

pet i t i o n« Rel at i o ns * whi c h wer e at  l eas t  out war dl y 

f r i end l y wh i l e t he t wo gr oups wer e f enc i ng wi t heac h ot her  

and Y ama& i t a was s t i l l  at t empt i ng t o wi n Tsuda over  t o h i s 

s i de,go t  s t ead i l y wo r s e. By t he end- of  May (not  sur e of  

t h i s dat e) t he appear ance o f  f r i end l i nes s was abandoned 

and t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup began an ac t i v e campai gn t o 

bl ac k en Tsuda as h i s gr oup, c a l l i n g t hem do gs , and po i nt i ng 

t o t he f ac t  t hat  Tsuda c ont ac t ed Mr . Bes t  f r equent l y as j r  oofl  

t hat  he was wor k i ng wi t hBes t . Ts uda, ac c or di ng t o h i s 

accour i t f saw Mr . Best  as o f t en k s he c oul d t o ar gue about  

t he s t ockdde i s s u e . I n any c as e, t he dog pr opaganda f ci mni l t t  



Kai  and Kur at omj l  and as k ed t hat  t hey c a l l  on h i m. 

What  Kai  di d i a not  known  ̂ f cwfc Kur at omi  c a l l ed on 

Yamashi t a and was o f f er ed an i mpor t ant  p o s i t i o n i «x kh* 

as an o f f i c er  i n t he cont empl at ed Res egr egat i o n i s t  

o r gan i z at i o n . (Bo t h Kai  and Kur at omi  wer e o f f er ed 

po s i t i o ns o f  p r es t i ge , s ai d s ev er al  Res egr egat i o n i s t  

i n f o r mant s . ) They hot hx6±j at K*2qr a±± dec l i ned p o l i t e l y . 

As a r e s u l t , t he Res egr  gat i o n Gr o up 's pl ana t o ga i n 

oont r o l  o f  t he camp by mer gi ng wi t h t he Nego t i at i ng 
> f  

Commi t t eakf f el l  - £ l at . Yoshi yai na and Uc hi da a d̂ £wo 

j j | §  pps ĵ uLw- * 

ot her  men wer e t he o nl y s t ockade det a i nees l̂ i i wd «r t r o 

o r gan i z at i o n . The r emai ni ng member s of  t he 

Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee ei t her  f o l l owed Kai  and Kur at omi  

or  q u i et l y s l i pped out  o f  p o l i t i c s . 

The Resegr i  gat i on Gr oup1 s k l eader s wer e by no means 
1 fa* Ci suL A Vi l M 

p l eas ed wi t h t h i s out come 1 WWM) 1 u &*I i r t ' l i i i , 

l i p i f i t t , mr c ^a i n l j g l n e d ui i t i l  l ear l y Sept ember  when t he 

Af ct smi xnxi i t hmi i i i Hsxx Modoc Count y aut ho r i t i es t hr eat ened 

t o i hd i c t  some of  t he l eader s of  bo t h f ac t i o ns f o r  

c o ns p i r ac y t o mur der  Hi t o mi . Amoi  ̂ t he t hr eat ened men 

was T s uda. Kur at omi  pr opesed wr i t i ng t o Bes i g of  t he 

ACLU f or  hel p and comoosed a l e t t e r . He got  a l l  o f  t he 

t hr eat ened men t o s i gn t he l e t t e r . However , af t er  t h i nk i ng 

t he mat t er  over  f o r  a n i g h t , t he t hr eat ened Resegr ega-

t i o n i s t s came t o t he c onc l us i on t h a t  t hey coul d on no 

acoount  put  t h e i r  names on t he same pi ec e of  paper  wi t h 

t he no t o r i o us Mr . T s uda, who, i r o n i c a l l y , t hey had t eeen 

s t i gmat i z i ng as a dog f or  many mont hs . They c a l l ed on 

Mr . Kur at omi  and as k ed hi m t o t ear  up t he l et t er  and 

gi ve hi m a copy so t hat  t hey coul d wr i t e t o Mr . Bes i g 
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s epar at e l y . Kur at omi  d i d t h i s and t he next  day t hey 

r et u r ned , as k i ng hi m t o s i gn h i s l e t t er  -  wi t hout  T s uda. 

Kur at omi  became angr y and s a i d he was n' t  f oo l  enough t o s i gn 

a copy of  h i s owh l e t t e r . He and Kai  s t uc k wi t h Tsuda 

and sai  open war f ar e o f  gos s i p began bet ween t he t wo 

f ac t  i nns . Kai  and Kur at omi  wer e ac c used o f  i ngr at i t ude 

t o t he Res egr ggat i o n i s t s and t he Sai ban i i n "Who had 

wor ked s o har d t o get  t hem out  o f  t he s t ockade % (bhey 

wer e accused o f  hav i ng s e l f i s h l y l ed t he peopl e i nt o 

t r oubl e and mi ser y i n Oot ober - November  1943, "p t ey wer e 

c a l l ed g a n g s t e r s g a mb f c e r s and dr i nk er s and Communi st s* 

The Kai - Kur at omi  f ac t i o n r et a l i at ed wi t h gos s i p t hat  

t he Res egr  gat i o n i s t  l eader s wer e f i gh t i ng among t hem-

s el v es wh i c h , on s ev er al  o c c as i o ns , was shown t o be 

l ac** t r u e , ""i Aa atrvti f  of f«- r f - fTA"»i r >f r r t  \ i1 r ]  
jkipK \ j  f ) 

r mm hnai\ \  11 I  i  i i i r'HTftl fff  'ft 'WT'Tft  I  l l 'ni f '1- hi l i  r ' 1*111 TTTi  

�i s f̂ gnr i baf i  on t he nri  ii  ti  j i i f r . 
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unt i l  t he end of  Sadnrtene November  when open ho s t i l i t i es br o k e 

out  and v i o l enc e and gang war f ar e appear ed i mmenent . 

f enwBvnr ? The account  of  t h i s devel opement  t  however , must  

be pos t pnned unt i l  t he next  c hapt er » 



CHAPTER V I I  -  THE DEVELOPMENT OF F ACTI ONAL I SM 

EESEGREGATI OH GROUP V* EURATOMI  PACTI ON 

THE I NI T I AL HOST I L I TY BETY/EEN TSUDA AND THE RESEGREGATI ON 

GROUP 

^^B y Ap r i l  of  1944, t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup al t hough 

x t t i i  s t i l l  c ar r y i ng on most  of  i t s ac t i v i t i es under gr ound 

was t he most  power f ul  o r gani zed gr oup i n t he c amp. Though 

one o f  i t s c h i e f  expr es s ed mot i vat i ons was t he r e l eas e of  al t hough 

t he s t ookade det ai nees and/ t he l eader s r e i t er at ed 

c ons t ant l y t hat  t hey wer e awai t i ng t he r e l eas e o f  t he 

it  r ag Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee bef or e embar k i ng on t he i r  

"p l an " , 1/ a new f ac t o r  had ent er ed t he p i c t u r e . Men l i k e 

Yamashi t a and K i r a wer e f ee l i ng t hemsel ves wel l  es t ab l i s hed 

and r ea l i z ed t hat  i f  t hey coul d not  wi n t he i mpor t ant  

Oct ober - November  1943 l eader s over  t o t hei r  s i d e , t hes e 

s t i l l  bear i ng t he aur a o f  t he i r  pas t  p r es t i g e , 
woul d make danger ous r i v a l s . 

I n A p r i l , Mr . T s uda, ô ne o f  Mr . Kur at o mi 's bes t  

f r i ends KnAnHngtcgmi i j L» ��m f̂ l Uc had wor ked s i de- by s i de   

i n t he November  d i f f i c u l t i e s was r e l eas ed 

f r om t he s t o o k ade. He j o i ned ¿or aes f o r c es wi t h Mr . 

K i mur a, aritss who had a f r i ends h i p wi. t h Kur at omi  dat i ng 
xsonl  xhai i xJ ygBmi KBi  r angfafepani Ehgn afagnjcaa 

back t o t he J er ome Qej ŝ r Aai L  ̂ m' T Ol ROU u w a ^ i  *tq 
. ,. t  , x , ĉ  ( a n d who had been r el eas ed f r om t he s t ookade somet i me pr ev i ous l ; 

C ^H ' � '�  ̂ - � > wo t F on Mr . B e s t unc eas i ngl y i n an ef f o r t  i o get  K a i , 

Kur at omi  and Sugi mot o out  o f  t he s t o o k ade. Yamashi t a and 

h i s gr oup xkkk r ea l i z ed i mmedi at el y t he t hr eat  t o t hei r  

p r es t i ge whi ch T s uda ' s ef f o r t s i mp l i ed . I f  Tsuda coul d be 

wDn over  t o t hei r  gr oupj and i f  t hey c oul d e f f ec t  t he r e l eas e 

1 / As Mr s . Mat suda put  i t : "We ar e wai t i ng £411 t he boys get  
out  of  t he s t o o k ade. Then we ' l l  s t ar t  our  p l a n . Then t he 

f i r ewo r k s wi l l  b e g i n . " R . Hank ey , No t es , Aug. 16, 1944, p . 1 . 

^ » � � � � ^ � I ^ H n i ^ ^ H B M H H H I ^ ^ n H H n H 
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t o get her , t he chanohes o f  wi nni ng Kai  and Kur at omi  t o t he 

s i de o f  t he Res egr egat i o n Gr oup woul d he gr eat l y enhanced» 

The r i v a l s woul d he abs or bed and t hei r  po t ent i a l  danger  

mi t i gat ed. T s uda, however , caused t he Res egr egat i o n Gr oup 

i mmedi at e concer n because he r ef us ed t o s i gn t he Akashi  

p e t i t i o n , l / No r , i t  ao pear s , di d he make any ef f o r t  t o 

cont ac t  Yamashi f ca and di s c us s mat t er s wi t h h i m. Ther ef or e 

i n May , Y amas hi t a, usl i i g t he us ual  go- bet ween met hod, s ent  

emi s s ar i es t o Tsuda and asked hi m t o c a l l  at  h i s home. 

Ts uda compl i ed and ac c o r di ng t o t he account  he gav e, 

Yamashi t a hel d out  t he ba i t  as f o l l o ws : 

"Mr . Yamashi t a as k ed me why I  d i dn ' t  j o i n t he Resegr e-
gat i o n Gr o up. He s a i d , 'We have 9000 peopl e her e now and 
gr eat  power . 2/ I f  you s houl d bel ong t o a power  l i k e t h a t , 
you can do y o ur s e l f  v er y n i c e . " . 

Hhxh XBXQ HBSHxSbt  

Ts uda, however , r ef us ed t o be l ur ed i nt o t he Resegr ega-

t i nn Gr oup by t he pr omi ses of  "gr eat  p o wer ". What  exc uses 

he gnve Yamashi t a ar e not  known. He t o l d t he wr i t er  t hat  

he di d not  j o i n bec aus e " I  f i gur ed t he gr oup 

d i dn f t  r epr es ent  t he whol e dent er  as t he nego t i at i ng 

Commi t t ee d i d . " Mor eover , he di d not  appr ove of  t he 

exo l us i v e po l i c y of  t he R e s g ê g a t i o n Gr oup, c ut t i ng t hem-

s el ves o f f  a r b i t r a r i l y f r om a l l  t heot her  r es i dent s on t he 

c r i t er i o n t hat  t hey and t hey al ohe wi shed t o r epat r i a t e or  » 
M -̂ a- vj  i fcJ Lrw « ĉ o . A o- êj *  ̂�VUul  * N 

expat r i at e i mmedi at el y  ̂ Tsuda a l s o had a k̂nï mwfasn&âut nKnl cx 

j j êt ef cmr opaf cni f cadkx sans e i  x r̂ i fni r r t t i xggngr - gt i t nkfoxaggx ( t hi j r d y 

génér ât  i on) s o n , who di d not  wi s h t o expat r i at e À 3 / Tsuda1 s 

expr es s ed i dea l i s t i c r eas ons must  be t ak en wi t h a gr a i n o f  
1 . Kai  and Kur at omi  on t he ot her  hand wer e member s o f  t he 
Res egr egat i o n Gr oup i n name, s i nc e c l o s e r e l a t i v es had s i gned 
t hei r  names t o t he Akashi  p e t i t i o n . 
£ � Thi s i s a gr os s exagger at i o n . The p et i t i o n had 6500 s i gner s 
and many o f  t hese J &i sss wer e mi no r s * and i n f an t s . 
3 . i b i d . . Mar . 6 , 1945, p p . 5 , 6- 7. 
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s a l t . Commonl y deput ed t o be t he gaami kxganki i i i i g: Cent er s 

v i c e k i ng f  and owner  o f  t he bi gges t  gambl i ng j o i n t s , k Ex i x 
he was 

a n i s e i , sdt  i n h i s l at e f o r t i es , mx A / a v er y r ea l i s t i c 

i n d i v i d u a l . P o s s i b l y he r ea l i z ed t hat  Yamashi t a xxx9 

*jal iosgixiflaniixBr  wi t h h i s del us i o ns of  f ut ur e gr andeur  * i n 

Tul e Lake and i n J apan was r i d i ng f o r  a f a l l . Mo r eov er , 

t her e i s no ev i denc e t o i nd i c at e t hat  Tsuda1 s l o y al t y and 

f r i ends h i p f o r  Kur at omi  was no t  ent i r e l y s i n c er e , i n any 

c as e, t hough out war dl y c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o ns wer e mai nt ai ned 

bet ween Tsuda and hi s f o l l o wer s and Yamashi t a and t he 

f i ei egr egat i nn Gr oup unt i l  t he mont h of  J une, t he BesegEe-

gat i o n i s t s wer e not  happy over  t he s i t u a t i o n . 

The Sai ban i i n -  J eal ous y over  Get t i ng Cr edi t  f o r  St ockade 
Rel eas es 

Somet i me i n t he s pr i ng of  1944 (exaot  dat e r eques t ed 

f r om Kur at omi ) t he r e l at i v es of  t he i nt er ned men f or med 

an o r gan i zat i o n i n or der  t o wor k c o o per at i v el y f or  t hei r  
adcxi xKSKkx 

r e l ea s e . 

Thi s o r gan i zat i o n was c a l l ed t he Sai ban i i n (The T r i a l  

Commi t t ee.) 1/ Exac t l y what  t i r ay UT T ' Lit»» ml  who 
<br  u A Xp t i j u U ¡ U Wt  <w>K u- 4*- *» 

i n i t i a t ed t he o r gan i zat i o n Ai s not  known. ( T h i s dat a a l s o 

r eq ues t ed . ) S i nc e , however , t he gr eat  pr opor t i on of  t he 

memb e r  s&4r &xw er  e ar dent  f i e s egr egat i o n i s t s , i t  i s pr obabl y 

t hat  t hey wer e under  c ons i der abl e i n f l uenee f r om t he 

Kes egr egat i o n Gr oup l eader s . Nev er t hel es s , Tsuda al so 

wor ked wi t h t hemx and meet i ngs wer e hel d o c c as i o nal l y t o 

make pl ans t o hel p t he de t a i n ees . 

1 / Ac c or di ng t o Ni shi mot o t h i s name i s p ec u l i a r . I ' v e akked 
f o r  i nt f o. on t h i s po i nt  a l s o . ° 
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t h? Ar âr i &an Gi -̂ i ]  n i o n 

Though May and i nt o J une "bot h f ac t i o ns c o n t i nuVds i nc "" 

t hei r  E f f o r t s t o gxfc as s i s t  t he det a i nees and nei t her  

accompl i shed any t h i ng. Pr om T s uda' s account  i t  aopear s t hat  

he and h i s f o l l o wer s gr adual l y l es t  gr ound wi t h t he Sal t an 

i i n . whi ch came t o pl ac e mor e and mor e c onf i denc e wi t h t he 

Res egr egat i o n Gr oup l eader s . Tsuda s t at ed t hat  he sugges t ed 

get t i ng t he s er v i c es of  a l awyer  t o f i gh t  t he i s s ue 

of  t he n i s e i  i mpr i soned i n t he s t ockade i n open c o ur t . 

Yamashi t a and K i r a di s c our aged hi m.Soon t h er ea f t er , K i y o s h i  

Okamot o, a t r ans f er ee f r om Hear t  Mount ai n who had "become not ecR Ĵ  
4 

i n t hat  c ent er  f o r  h i s ag i t a t i o n agai ns t  Sel ec t i v e Ser v i c e 1/ \  

t ook over  t he mat t er  of  c a l l i ng a l awyer  and appeal ed t o 

Mr . Bes i g , of  t he ACL U. As f ar  as can he det er mi ned, t h i s 

was t he x±gKK± t i me at  whi ch t he Res egi egat i o n Gr oup l eader s 

det er mi ned t o abandon t he appear ance o f  f r i end l y r e l a t i o ns 

wi t h T s uda. I t  a l s o c o i nc i ded wi t h t he h i gh peak o f  

gener al  hat r ed t owar d t he i n u . The Res egr egat i o n i s t s 
agai ns t  Tsuda 

t her eupon t ur ned/ t he most  pot ent  weapon at  t hei r  command: 

Y 

S 

:s t hey f l ooded t he camp wi t h r umor s t hat  h e , 

K i mur a, Mo r i , and t he ot her  men wor k i ng wi t h hi m wer e do gs .  ̂

Mr xoxMai i xnt oxat nt Mi  They al s o ac c us ed hi m o f  f cnyi i Hgx J  
f o l l o wi ng Mr . Bes t ' s or der s f cx and at t empt i ng 3 
t o conv i nce t he det ai nees not  t o s t ar t  l egal  ac t i o n agai ns t  -  v 

V � t he WRA.Mmt mEn2dt f r x,ca<bm<f cf oQ  ̂

Mr s . Mat suda s t at ed t hat  peopl e wer e r af t i dl y comi ng t o 

r egar d Tsuda as f̂ Mr . Bes t ' s st ooge and t hat  t he 

men i n t he s t ockade wer e get t i ng mad at  h i mV 4$ 

1 / He was t r i ed and sent enc ed f o r  s edi t i o n i n t he f a l l  o f  
, 1944. 

ZJ  R . Han key , No t es . J une 24, 1944, p . 1 . 
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 ̂ v "Now t hf r b̂oys v i n t h ^a ^o E a d e ar e gi  
Mr . ŝ u day ^Wh en Mr  . B̂&uda came oui  o J ^K e s t oc k adp f̂ hey 
t hoagf et n̂e woul d. J 3»e â"bl e t o dox ,&©tfï ething f or  J >� m. But  he 
hasûÎ nT been a h >r t o do a t h i p&v So t hey 1 rj6*«gfg 11 i ng madx at  

t t &T* h y f  no w. " � T 

Th i s f l o o d o f  r umor s f ound wi de accept ance i n t he 
k A 

camp* Oi s h i , d i s l i k ed t he p i r ox i mr expmi m̂xni j ac 

Hes egr egat i o n Gr oup c o r d i a l l y »"bel i eved i t * He h i nt ed at  

a "new c r op o f  dogs " gr owi ng up and l a t e r , when asked 

s p ec i f i c a l l y f or  names , s t a t ed : 

"The men I  r ef er r ed t o wer e Ts uda, Mor i  and Xi mur a. 
We do n f t  know whet her  t hey ar e wor k i ng f or  t he peopl e or  
f o r  t he admi n i s t r at i o n . I f  i t  i s f ound t hat  t hey ar e 
wokk i ng f o r  t he admi n i s t r at i o n i t  wi l l  go wi t h t hem j as t  

J j f «31- J J 7 as i t  has gone wi t h t he do gs , * 2 / 

T s uda, o f  c o ur s e, soon f ound out  what  was goi ng o n . 

He s t at ed t hat  he oa U e d on Yamashi t a and t o l d hi m t hat  

i f  t h i sv abog u mu m HH>c di d not  s t op wUI I M Le fe g- d 

f og Yamf t oki ô» Y amas Mt a df eni ed any l ai owl edge o f  {jphê  j dnc 

jiUL- LLL �.�hi j i  i  iign i  The pr opaganda o f  t he Res egr e gat  i o n Gr oup 

pr oved so pat en t , cor ni ng as i t  d i d when t he r es i dent s wer e 

pat ho l o g i c a l l y exc i t ed over  t he do gs , t hat  Tsuda was f o r c ed 

t o m t hdr aw f r om over t  p o l i c t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s . He r et i r ed 

t o h i s mys t er i ous ac t i v i t i es whi c h he h i ms el f  des c r i bed as 

"gambl i ng and dr i nk i ng" and pat i en t l y av\ ai t ed t he r e l eas e of  

Kai  and Kur at omi * Si nc e h ĥad a power f ul  f o l l o wi ng and 

a s u f f i c i enc y of  body gaar ds , nobody at t empt ed t o beat  hi m 

up . Hi s r eput at i o n , a s f̂ a r  as t he camp r es i dent s wer e 

c onc er ned, wasftfl  bmmpc r ni r i r d, l ie was a n i n u . 

The Appeal  t o t he Amer i ca C i v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on« 

As has al r eady been ment i oned b r i e f l y , K i y o s h i  Okamot o 

1 / i b i d . , J une 19, 1944, p . 1 . 
2 . i b i d . , J u l y 31, 1944, p . 2 . 

J  I  



t o get her , t he chanches o f  wi nn i ng Kai  and Kur at omi  t o t he 

s i de o f  t he Res egr egat i o n Gr oup xs r axgx woul d be gr eat l y 

enhanoed. T her ef o r e, Yamashi t a began an i mmedi at e campai gn 

t o get  Tsuda t o oome i n wi t h h i m. Us i ng t he us ual  go- b«t ween 

met hod, he sent  ami s s ar i es t o Tsuda and asked hi m t o c a l l  

on h i m. Ac c o r di ng to t he account  gi v en by T s uda, Yamashi t a 

hel d out  t he b a i t : 

"Mr . Yamashi t a as k ed me why I  d i dn ' t  



t ook over  t he r es p o n s i b i l i t y o f  appeal i ng t o t he ACLU 

t o t ake ao t i o n i n beha l f  of  t he n i s e i  det a i nees . 



(?) 

# 
PART VI  

ACLU -  SECOND H W & R STRI KE 

STQCKAI E 1ETAI NEES RELATI VES CALL AMERI CAN CI VI L L I EERT I ES J ffNION - - . 

THE STQCKAI E HUNGER STRI KE . 

As has been exp 4̂i ned i n c hapt er  IV *̂ t he s t ockac j i i i nt er nees 
7 / 

had f or med an o r gan i zat i o n t o wor k f o r  t he r e l eas e/ o f  t he det ai nees 

/ / 

i n A p r i l . Bo t h/ t he '¿'suda f ac t i o n and t he l eader  ̂ o f  t he under -

gr ound Re s egr egat i on Gr oup had been ac t i ve i n ¿̂ s s i s t i ng t hem and 

gi v i ng t hem adv i c e. However , t he i n i t i a t i v /̂ i n t he mat t er  o f  

c a l l i n g / i h e ACLU was t aken by K i y os hi  Okat óot o, a t r ans f er ee f r om 

Hear t / F o unt a i n who had become not ed i n ŝnat  c ent er  f o r  h i s agi t a-
/ Q / �� 

t i qn agai ns t  Sel ec t i v e S e r v i c e U n d e r  h i s gui dance t he r e l a t i v es 

r a i s ed f unds and c a l l ed upon t he ACLU i n San F r anc i s c o f o r  as s i s t -

anc e. Ac c or di ng t o t he ac c ount s o f  det a i nees , t hey t hemsel ves 

di d not  t ake much par t  i n t h i s pr el i mi nar y ac t i o n , s i nce t hey 

wer e c o nf i ned and t he i r  mai l  s t r i c t l y c ens o r ed. They gave t hei r  

c ons ent , ho wev er . Mr . Sugi mot o s t at ed: 

"At  f i r s t  we had no i dea as t o whom we shoul d h i r e as a 
l awy er . We d i d have a f ee l i n g t hat  t he l as t  t h i ng we c oul d do as 
a c i t i z en of  t he Uni t ed St at es , we c oul d h i r e o ur s el v es a l awyer  
t o def end o ur s el v es . The t hought  came t o our  mi nd at  t he t i me 
WRA announced t he n i s e i  i n t he s t ockade woul d be sent  t o Leupp 
and br anded as t r oubl emak er s . We t hought  at  t hat  t i me, i f  we 
ar e t o be sent  t o Leupp as auc h, we want  t o c l ear  our s el v es o f  
t hat  ac c us at i on* 

" i f  t he WRA or  t he s t at e depar t ment  had per mi t t ed us t o con-
s ul t  wi t h t he Spani s h Co ns ul , t he t hought  mi ght  never  have a r i s en . 
But  t hey de f i n i t e l y den i ed us t o see t he Spani s h Consul  because 
we wer e c i t i z ens o f  t he Un i t ed St at es * 

T " 7 / �  ̂  ̂ �>. _ _ 
Thi /s has not  peen ex p l a i ned , b$rt  i t  damn wel l  wi l l  be , I  Ju§jfc-
got  t he dartrsr  wi t h i n t he pas t  f ew mont hs'. As I  r ec a l l . I  d i s c u s s 3 
t i î s mat t er  i n f ar  t oo much det a i l  i n Chapt er  VI J  -  and w l l l x 
have t p move much o f  i t  t o Chapt er  ̂ V̂ . / / _ / / i  / / f  / / / / 

•

was ar r e,s t ed and s ent enc ed fot-  s ed i t i o n i h t he f ai i r  of  
I 9444/ ' « 

i S l i S S 
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"But  we t hought  i f  we wer e c i t i z ens o f  t he Un i t ed St at es we 
have a Co ns t i t ut i o nal  r i gh t  t o def end o ur s e l v es . 1'l ml  was t he 
f i r s t  t hought  whi ch came t o our  mi nds . J  L at er  o n / i t  devel oped 
t hat  t hp l awyer  woo was a s M t o def ena us t hr oagh t hey i mer ĉ an 
C i v i l  I &l ber t i es Uni on put  Xhe i dea tor  a commi t t ee of  j pami l ês . 

A s t J t he ac t ual  h i r i n g ft t he at t o r ney , we / do n ' t  l afow any t hi ng 
abou Ĉ i t . ' 7 

"Of f  t he r ec o r d, I  t h i nk t hat  t he t r i a l  woul d not  have come 
up anyway. A t h i ng whi c h woul d be a det r i ment  t o t he pr es t i ge of  
t he Uni t ed St at es woul d not  be al l owed." -̂

Mr . Kur at omi  s t at ed; 

"J J J &at  wa* i n s t i t u t ed by t he peopl e i n ttfe c o l o n y - / e s o c i a l l y 
by HryC Okam t̂ o . He s u ĝes t ed i t . / f  / ' 

"A l l  al ong we knew what  t he admi ni s t r at i on was do i ng t owar d 
us was an i nv as i o n of  our  Co ns t i t ut i o nal  R i gh t s . AJpLL <Jlli  TK l I I  
was-  eenoor eA; Wo eot t l dnof r  ¿ I ni t i at e any t i l l i ng l i k e t hat  T c a l l T h g 

"F r om t he ver y beg i nn i ng , I ' v e mai nt ai ned t hat  any t hi ng we 
have done was n ' t  any t oo r ad i c a l  or  agai ns t  our  Co ns t i t ut i o nal  
r i gh t s . As chai r man o f  t he/Commi t t ee I  conduc t ed t he j ob i n a 
c o r r ec t  manner . Amd Lliis J ue- wao d i f f i c u l t  be cause t he peupl e 

st r and. "2 f  y ^ ^ c A ' ^ J  

F I RST V I SI T OF MR. BESI G 

Mr . Bes i g , t he r epr es ent at i v e o f  t he ACLU, ar r i v ed on t he 

pr o j ec t  about  a week af t er  t he mur der  o f  Hi t o mi . Hi s ar r i v a l  

at  t h i s t i me was a gr eat  i nc onveni enc e t o t he admi ni s t r at i o n 

whi ch was engaged i n t he at t empt  t o sol ve t he Hi t omi  mur der . 

Mr . Bes i g»s f i r s t  ac t i o n was t o i n t er v i ew t he r e l a t i v es of  

t he det a i nees , and some o f  t he r e l eas ed det a i nees . These meet -

i ngs wer e ar r anged by Mr . Okamot o. Bes i g t hen wi s hed t o i nt er -

v i ew t he men i n t he s t oc k ade. H© was gi v en per mi s s i on by Mr . 

Bes t  pr ov i di ng he c ar r y on t he i n t er v i ew i n t he pr esenc e o f  a 

member  o f  t he WRA I n t er nal  Sec ur i t y . T h i s anger ed Mr . Bes i g 

exc eed i ng l y . Ac c or di ng t h Cauc as i an i nf o r mant s he quar r e l l edV 

Hank ey . No t es , Sep t . 18. 1944. p . 2.  ̂ r t ^  ̂
2 i b l d . . p . 10. 
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wi t h Mr , Bes t  and wi t h Mr , L ec k l i t e r , t he P r o j ec t  At t o r ney over  

t h i s mat t er  and t he day af t er  h i s ar r i v al  was as k ed t o l eave t he 

p r o j ec t ,  ̂

On t he eveni ng o f  J u l y 12, t he day Mr . Bes i g l e f t , Mr , 

L ec k l i t e r  met  wi t h t he r el at i ves j o f  t he det ai ned men. Mr , Okamot o 

pr es i ded at  t h i s meet i ng, Okamot o asked Mr , L ec k l i t e r  t o ex p l a i n 

why Mr . Bes i g had been "k i c k ed o u t . M L ec k l i t e r  exp l a i ned t hat  

Bes i g had not  been k i c k ed out  but  had been as k ed t o 3e ave s i nce 

t he admi n i s t r at i o n c o ul d not  al l ow anyone t o i n t er f er e wi t h t he 

i nv es t i gat i o n of  t he mur der , 2 

T h i s v i s i t  o f  Mr . Bes i g ' s c aus ed s ur p r i s i ng l y l i t t l e s t i r  

among t he r es i dent s i n gener a l , f  Q Î U J L ma U x I ' t ML "T r t Wl 6 8"",f f6but  

wer e a l l  over  the,..i  n I  myi  � hhn1 T111 wajg t f l 'Ba 11V f t 'CUmi 'Bdi  »*xnd 

t hat  h i s v i s i t  had pr obabl y dec r eas ed t he "ant i - Cauc as i an Xeel -
C4>d>C 

pi i g;1^̂  Kj aavr nWl *,  ̂pr obabl y expr es s ed a Msatm common at t i t ude: 

"Ever ybody exper i enc ed di sappo i nt ment  on t h a t . They wer e 
di s appo i nt ed because t he at t o r ney was not  al l owed t o see t he men 
i n d i v i du a l l y . That  c r eat ed some handi c ap t owar d expr es s i ng t hei r  
o p i n i o ns (o f  de t a i n ees ) . I  wi s h heAwoul d put  up a f i gh t  so t hat  
t he Amer i can publ i c wi l l  be i n f o r med o f  t he f a c t s . " 

f t ?a added, t hat  ev en i f  t he f ac t s wer e made known, ¡p r o babl j  

/7 ~ � " 

most  Amer i cansvt f oul d not  be i n f l uenc ed. A f ew, per haps , mi ght  

b e , 4 

When, however , s ever al  weeks l a t e r , t he ACLU pub l i c at i o n 

(get  name) appear ed wi t h i t s s ens at i onal  denunc i at i o n of  t he 

admi ni s t r at i o n at  Tul e L ak e, en t i t l ed "Ty r anny at  Tul e L a k e , " i t  

pr oduced an under s t andabl e r eac t i o n o f  appr ec i at i o n and s at i s f ac -Qi ok* t i o n . Ijfyj  s ai d* 

1 i b l d . . J u l y 12, 1944, pp . 4- 5. 
2 l b l d . , J u l y 14, 1944, pp . 1- 2. 
3 i b i d . , J u l y 17, 1944, p . 3 , 
4 l b l d . , J u l y 20, 1944, p . 1 , 
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\ \  

"The peopl e ar e ver y much r e j o i c ed over  t he Amer i can C i v i l  
L i be r t i es Uni on whi ch wr ot e up t he s t r ong ar t i c l e r egar di ng t he 
t y r anny at  Tul e L a k e . n  ̂

An ant i - s t at us quo n i s e i  g i r l  comment ed upon t he a r t i c l e , 

add i ng; 

"Nat u r a l l y , peopl e got  s us p i c i ous when Mr . Bes t  chased Mr . 
Bes i g o ut . Peopl e want  t hem gi v en a f a i r  t r i a l . They f ee l  t hey 'v e 
been i n t her e t en mont hs and have ser ved t hei r  s ent enc e. I f  t hey 'v e 
ser ved t he i r  sent ence t hey shoul d be l e f t  f r e e . 

THE SECOND HUNGER STRI KE 

On J u l y 19, t he 14 det ai nees r emai ni ng i n t he s t ockade went  

on a hunger  s t r i k e . 

On i n i t i a t i n g t he hunger  s t r i k e , Mr . Kat o pr epar ed a s t at e-

ment  o f  r eas o ns : 

J u l y 18. 1944 

Af t er  a most  s er i ous c o ns i der at i o n we have f i n a l l y dec i ded 
t hat  t he onl y weapon and t ne onl y s o l ut i o n t o l et  known our  
s i nc er i t y t o a l l  t hat  we ar e not  a t r oubl e maker  such as t he 
WRA has br anded us we pl an t o under go mo t h e r  hunger  s t r i k e . 
I  s hal l  r e f r a i n f r om wr i t i ng mi nor  r eas ons f o r  under t ak i ng such 
s t eps . Some of  t he numer ous gr i ev anc es ar e: 

1 -  I mpr i s oned f o r  over  ei ght  mont hs wi t hout  t he f i l i n g o f  
c har ges or  t he gr ant i ng of  a hear i ng or  t r i a l  o f  any 
k i nd . 

2 -  No pr oo f  or  ev i denc e s ubs t ant i at i ng our  g u i l t , 

3 -  L i v i n g i n a wor l d of  i n f i n i t y f o r  no r eas ons what soever  

4 -  - Dur i ng t he ent i r e t i me we have been i n t he St ockade we 
have been deni ed a l l  v i s i t i n g p r i v i l eges f r om our  wi v es , 
c h i l d r en , f i anc ees or  anyone e l s e . 

5 - 1 was deni ed v i s i t s f r om my f i anc ee whom I  was s c hedul ed 
t o mar r y t he day af t er  my ar r es t  on November  13t h . 

6 -  Ch i l dr en bor n s i nce our  i nc ar c er at i o n , but  t o even see 
t he i r  wi ves wer e den i ed . 

7 -  T h i r d degr ee met hods us ed on many o f  \ l s. 

1 i b l d . . Aug. 7, 1944, p . 4 . 
2 i b l d . . Aug. 17, 1944, p . 5 . 

M̂r . Kat o per haps means ' i n f amy ' h e r e . 
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II 
8 -  Cens or s hi p o f  ma i l s , i nc l udi ng t hat  comi ng f r om out s i de 

t he Cent er . 

9 -  Si nce J u l y 2, we wer e not  per mi t t ed t o r ec ei v e c i gar et t es , 
t o i l e t  a r t i c l es and our  da i l y needs . 

10 -  Beaver  boar d er ec t ed f o r  no r eas ons what soever  s i nc e 
J u l y 2nd»* So l i t ar y conf i nement  cannot  be any wo r s e. 

11 -  Cons t ant  abus i ve wor ds f r om t he at t endi ng I n t er na l  
Sec ur i t y S t a f f s . 

12 -  No medi c al  or  f i r s t  a i d f a c i l i t i e s . Ser v i c e t o t he 
base ho s p i t a l  den i ed. 

13 -  Deni ed t he c o ns t i t u t i o nal  r i ght  t o c o ns el . Deni al  o f  
due pr oc ess o f  l aw t o a l l  o f  u s . 

14 -  i n c onnec t i on wi t h t he i nt er v i ew whi ch we had wi t h Mr » 
E r nes t  ê s i g of  t he Amer i can C i v i l  L i be r t i es Uni o n, a l l  

r i ght  o f  pr i v ac y was deni ed t o u s . 

When t he det ai nees t hemsel ves wer e ques t i oned as t o t he 

r eas ons f o r  t he s t r i k e t hey expr es s ed t hemsel ves r at her  i nco-

her en t l y . Kat o s t at ed, " I n t he f i r s t  pl ace we want ed t o know 

t he r eas on why we wer e bei ng h e l d . They d i d n ' t  even gi ve us a 

hear i ng . . . (A l s o ) WRA c l ai med we wer e t he ones who t o l d t he 

c o l o n i s t s t o mur der  Hi t o mi . They s a i d t her e i s pr oo f  t hat  we 

made a par t i c u l ar  gr oup whom we made mur der  Hi t o mi . " Bot h Kat o 

and Uc hi da al s o s t at ed t hat  t he det ai nees wer e angr y because f o o d 

was no l onger  del i v er ed d i r ec t l y t o t he s t ockade but  t o t he 

I n t er nal  Sec ur i t y o f f i c e , whi c h, t hey c l ai med, damaged t he f o o d 

and " i t  al so meant  we had t o wal k t o t he I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y Of f i c e 

wi t h and I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y Guar d t o get  t he f p o d f " Mor eover , s a i d 

bo t h o f  t hese men, t he WRA was ho l d i ng bac y \ «s w» mai l  f r om t he 

2 c o l o ny . 

l L ar ge s ec t i ons o f  beaver  or  p l as t er  boar d wer e p l ac ed ar ound t he 
s t ockade f ence i mmedi at el y af t er  t he Hi t omi  mur der  so t hat  t he 
det ai nees c oul d not  s i gnal  t o t he c o l o ny . 

2 R . Hank ey , No t es , Sept . 15, 1944, pp . 8- 9. 
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Kur at omi , however , s t at ed l a t er  t hat  he had not  been i n f av o r  

o f  t he s t r i k e , but  t hat  t he maj o r i t y o p i n i o n i n t he s t ockade 

f av o r ed some ac t i o n ! ,t o l e t  t he admi n i s t r at i o n r e a l i z e . . t hat  

i t  was about  t i me t hat  somet hi ng s houl d be done and t he mor e 

f o r c ef u l  way we demons t r at ed i t , t he bet t er  i t  woul d be . I  had 

t o s t ay wi t h i t  ( c o n c u r ) . " Kur at omi  exp l a i ned t hat  t he men had 

been det ai ned so l ong wi t h no hope of  event ual  r el eas e i n sL ght  

and t hat  t he i mpul se t o put  an end t o i t , once and f o r  a l l , was 

s t r onger  t han any o f  t he s pec i f i c r eas ons expr es s ed i n K a t o ' s 

s t at ement . 1 

On J u l y 25, af t er  a week of  f a s t i n g , Tok i o Yamane  ̂ one o f  

younger  det a i nees , f a i n t ed and was t aken t o t he n o s p i t a l . On t he 

same ev eni ng Rever end K a i f s wi f e was br ought  up t o see hi m wi t h 

t he nope t hat  she c oul d conv i nce hi m t o abandon t he s t r i k e . She 

was uot  s uc c es s f u l . Some i nd i c at i o n o f  t he at t i t ude of  at  l eas t  

one o f  t he det ai nees may be obt ai ned f r om t he f o l l o wi ng exer pt s 

f r om t he Di ar y whi ch Mr . Yoshi yama kept j  

" I  f ee l  ver y l o us y , t oy head f ee l s heavy dur i ng t he hot  day 
but  somehow r e l i ev es dur i ng t he ev en i ng . . . backed a l l  our  
bel o ngi ngs dur i ng t he mor ni ng f o r  most  o f  us ar e r ea l l y get t i ng 
weak . I  am now r eady t o be c ar r i ed bac k t o t he Cent er  or  t o 
t he Base Ho s p i t a l . Cl eaned our  Bar r ac k s and bur ned a l l  unneces-
sar y t h i ngs f o r  t oo messy r ooms get s i n our  ner v es . I  do not  
f eel  l i k e t a l k i ng t oo l o ng. Mr . F r ed Hamamot o i s qui t e s i c k and 
he needs t o be c ar r i ed by someone t o t he r es t  r oom. . . M r . Schmi dt  
came t o see a l l  o f  us and br ought  us some c hoc o l at e c andi es but  
r ef us ed t o t ouch i t * w 

Meanwhi l e, t he hunger  s t r i k e had c aus ed c ons i der abl e t ens i o n 

and anx i et y among t he appo i nt ed per s o nnel . On t he ev eni ng of  

J u l y 25, Mr . Bl ac k addr es s ed t he meet i ng of  t he Communi t y Manage-

ment  Di v i s i o n and r e l eas ed some i nf o r mat i on on t he s t r i k e. He 

I b i d . , F eb . 21, 1945, pp . 2- 3. 

» 
H i ^ n ^ ^ H ^ H H I ^ H B H B 
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s t at ed t hat  t he 13 men r emai ni ng i n t he s t ockade wer e s t r i k i ng 

t o t he deat h and t hat  t hey had swor n t hey woul d not  s t op un l es s 
n>f vU- J l  

t hey wer e r e l eas ed. Mr . Best y ŵas ext r emel y concer ned and had 

t el ephoned Mr . My er , but  had been unabl e t o r eac h hi m s i nce Myer  

was on v ac at i o n . Mr . Bl ac k al s o s t at ed t hat  t he admi n i s t r at i o n 

had been c o ns i der i ng ever y po s s i b l e p l an o f  ac t i o n , ev en t hat  of  

br i ng i ng up t he men's wives.- *-  The admi n i s t r at i o n , he s a i d , was 

ext r emel y anxi ous t o r el eas e t he men under  c o ndi t i o ns when t hey 

c oul d make a f av o r abl e c o nt r i but i o n t o t he po pu l at i o n . Such a 

t i n» has never  com© f o r  a moment  s i nce t hei r  wepe- ea-  i nt er nment . 

I t  woul d be i mposs i bl e t o r el ease t hem whi l e t hey wer e on s t r i k e 

f o r  t hat  woul d be g i v i ng way t o t he i r  demands whi c h woul d appear  

o 
t o be a gr eat  v i c t o r y f o r  t hem.*" 

On J u l y 26t h t hr ee mor e men asked t o be t aken t o t he ho s p i t a l  

but  wer e r et ur ned t o t he s t ockade af t er  t r eat ment . I t  was al so 

a l l eged by Mr . Rober t s on t hat  Was hi ngt on had gi v en Mr . Bes t  

car t e bl anche i n handl i ng t he s t r i k e . 3 

On J u l y 28t h some o f  t he r e l a t i v es o f  t he det a i nees , who 

af t er  t en days o f  ner vous s t r a i n wer e qui t e f r an t i c , came t o 

Mr . L e c k l i t e r ' s o f f i c e and demanded t o see mr . Bes t , s t at i ng t hat  

t hey woul d s t age a s i t  down s t r i k e un l es s t hey wer e al l owed t o 

see Mr . Bes t . Mr . Bes t , however , was out  o f  t own and Mr . Bl ac k 
4 

r ef us ed t o see t hem. They r et ur ned home. 

Hunger  St r i k e St opped Tempor ar i l y 

On J u l y 29t h a l l  o f  t he f as t er s went  t o t he ho s p i t a l  and 
t he news t hat  t he hunger  s t r i k e had been br ok en spr ead r ap i d l y 

I wi t h one exc ep t i o n , t h i s was t he f i r s t  t i me any o f  t he det ai nees 
had seen t hei r  wi ves or  r e l a t i v es s i nce t he i r  i nc ar c er at i o n i n 
November  and December  o f  1943. 

2r . hank ey , No t es . J u l y 25, 1944, p . 2 . 
5 l b l d . , J u l y 26, 1944, p . 2. 
4r gT H. , J u l y 31, 1944, p . 4* 
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< 
t hr ough t he admi ni s t r at i v e ar ea , why t he men br oke t hei r  f as t  

was never  adequat el y exp l a i ned ei t her  by t he admi n i s t r at i o n or  

t he det ai nees t hems el v es . Whi l e t he s t r i k e was i n pr ogr es s t he 

J apanese doc t or s h e l d f r equent  meet i ngs t r y i ng t o come t o some 

dec i s i o n as t o whet her  t hey shoul d t r eat  t he men or  not » By 

t r eat i ng t hem, t hey f e l t  t hey woul d be ac c us ed o f  as s i s t i ng i n 

br eak i ng t he s t r i k e and t her eby a i d i ng t he admi n i s t r at i o n , an 

ac t i o n whi c h t hey f ear ed woul d br i ng t hem much unpo pu l ar i t y . I t  

s houl d al s o be ment i oned t hat  dur i ng t he s t r i k e t he member s of  

t he I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y c ont i nued t o s t at e t hat  t he s t ockade was 

f u l l  of  f ood on whi ch t he s t r i k er s wer e s ec r et l y f eed i n g . When 

t he det ai nees wer e exami ned, however , Dr . Sl eat h s t at ed t hat  t hey 

showed sympt oms o f  s t ar vat i on. "̂ 

At t i t ude o f  t he Camp Res i dent s 

"h i l e t he hunger  s t r i k e c aused gr eat  exc i t ement  among t he 

member s o f  t he pr essur e gr oup and gr eat  anx i et y among t he r e l a t i v es , 

t he peopl e i n gener al  di s appr ov ed o f  i t  as a f o o l i s h and us e l es s 

ges t ur e. On t he o t her  hand, sympat hy wi t h t he men because f r hey 

M I  t h i nk i t  (t he hunger  s t r i k e) has made a ver y s t r ong 
i mpr es s i on on t he peo p l e. Those boys have been kept  i n t her e 
un j us t l y when t hey s houl d have been r e l eas ed . The onl y s o l ut i o n 
whi ch woul d br i ng back t he camp t o nor mal  i s t he r el eas e f r om 

f o r  r el eas e was wel l  des c r i bed by Mr . Rober t s on, who was i n c l ose 

cont ac t  wi t h t h i s gr oup: 

had been i nt er ned so l ong was ver y s t r ong 

1 i b l d . , J u l y 25, 1944, p . 5 
2 i b i c U , J u l y 30, 1944, p . 7 
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The pr es s ur e gr o up 's at t empt  t o ag i t at e t he peopi e by 

c i r c u l a t i ng t h i s pet i t i o n ar ounsed t he i r e o f  Mr . Oi s h i , a 

v er y i n f l u en t i a l  J apanese« Oi s h i  was wel l  ac quai nt ed wi t h 

t he v i o l enc e KAr a had s t i r r ed up i n Manzanar  Cent er  and 

pr obabl y f ear ed t h a t i f  h e , x s 4 Yani ashi t a and t he ot her  l eader s 

t r i ed har d enough, t hey mi ght  be abl e t o swi ng t he peopl e t o 

a demons t r at i on or  r i bbnaxx v i o l enc e whi ch woul d cause t he 

r es i dent s i n gene al  gr eat  har ds h i p . Oi s h i  became so concer ned 

t hat  he v i s i t ed Mr . Best  and obt ai ned Mr . Bes t ' s pr omi se t hat  t he 

i nt er nees woul d be r e l eas ed wi t h i n a mont h. Oi s h i  t hen r et ur ned 

t o t he cent er  and put  a l l  of  h i s i n f l uenc e i nt o s t oppi ng t he 

p e t i t i o n . The p e t i t i o n was pr ompt l y 
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\1 

wi t hdr awn f r om c i r c u l a t i o n and ac c o r di ng t o r umor , was des t r oyed» 
am v g 

. flp ( x A/ V 

Whet her  i £ ®/ ©f f o r t s wer e t he det er mi ni ng f ac t o r  or  whet her  some 

ot her  r eas o n caused t he i ns t i gat o r s of  t he p et i t i o n t o change 

t he i r  mi nds i s not  known« 

Xexpl ai ned h i s mot i ves as f o l l o ws : 

"T h er e ' s a c er t a i n amount  of  ag i t a t i o n go i ng o n . The peopl e 
ar e t ak i ng an i n t e r es t . They have c i r c u l a t ed a p e t i t i o n . I t  
seems t hey 1r e wi l l i ng t o s i gn . But  I ' m t r y i ng t o k i l l  i t . Because 
Mr . Bes t  t o l d me t hat  t he boys wi l l  be r el eas ed wi t h i n a mont h. 
T h a t ' s why I  want ed t o k i l l  t he ag i t at i o n whi ch may cause t r oubl e 
and har ds h i p t o t he J apanese as wel l  as t o t he admi n i s t r at i o n , 

"Mr . Bes t  t o l d me t hey wi l l  be r e l eas ed wi t h i n a mont h. I  
t o l d peopl e i f  he do es n ' t  r el eas e t he boys wi t h i n a mont h t hey 
can have t he p et i t i o n al r eady s i gned f o r  p r es ent at i o n . I n t he 
meant i me, i f  t hey pr es ent  t he p et i t i o n t o Mr . Bes t  he wi l l  f ee l  
he 1s bei ng f o r c ed . 

" I f  Mr . Bes t  wi l l  onl y l i v e up t o h i s wor d and r el eas e t he 
boys wi t h i n a mont h, we ' l l  have a d i f f er ent  at mos pher e. 

"The pet  
i t  was i n J a 

 ̂ c o u l dn ' t  f i n d 
ment / f r om Mr . Bes t , I  
wr i j r er . They may st  

on was exp l a i ned t o us i n t he m«r sshal l . I i y gener al  
s e, and i s v / r y d i f f i c u l t  t o t r ans l at e pr oper l y -

i t  s t at es t i fat  t he poor  b o y / have been kept  t he s t ockaae a 
l ong t i me m.6. we woul d l i ker  t hem r e l eas ed , f t  t hey shouLa di e 
i t  wi l l  be on our  c o ns c i enc e. I f  t he co l ony woul d get  t oget her  
and pet i j Ao n Mr . Bes t  t o j i ave t hem r e l eas e / , peopl e wou L̂d be 
gr at ef uJ  

Lt who wr ot e i t . / ¿>o when I  goft  t h i s s t at e-
LSked a man t o deai v er  t h i s message t o t he 
i t  or  t hey may l car r y i t  t hr oj i gh. 

"Some peopl e have t o l d me t hat  Mr . Bes t  cannot  be r el i ed-
upo n. But  I  t o l d t hem i t  a l l  depends on how we l ook at  t hat  per s o n. 
I  do n ' t  bel i ev e i n h i gh p r es s ur i ng a man i f  £ou c an av o i d i t . " l  

(0/J Â f a ^̂ V êA ' t J NN-
Af f r * About  a week l a t e r , g a v e h i s f r ank o p i n i o n o f  

Cgr oup. I n c i den t a l l y , t h i s was t he f i r s t  sever e c r i t i c i s m of  t he 

under - cover  pr es s ur e gr oup expr es s ed by an i nf o r mant . L a t er , as 

t he gr oup gai ned mor e power , l t  became i nc r eas i ng l y unpo pul ar . 

"One mot i ve of  t hese gr oups (wor k i ng f o r  t he r el eas e of  t he 
men i n t he s t ockade i s t hat  t hey ar e wor k i ng f o r  p u b l i c i t y . At  
t he pr es ent  t i me t he peopl e ar e f i n d i n g out  what  mot i ve he (K i r a  ̂
t he "rami  at- - the j ae d̂» o  ̂ t t̂e* y uupf r  has i n wor k i ng f o r  t hese t h i n gs . 
I ' m a f r a i d a gr eat  deal  of  t he c onf i denc e o f  t he peopl e has been 
l o s t . 

i b i d . , J u l y 31, 1944, p . 2 . 



18. 

Al t hough Oi s h i  woul d not  yet  ment i on £±kk X i r a ' s name 

he now admi t t ed t hat  i t  was t h i s "L eader  o f  t he Resegr egf c t i on 

Gr oup" who had t hmai f cxnxt et ac made a "t hr eat  o f  v er y s er i o us 

nat ur e" af t er  t he Okamot o s ho o t i ng, l / 

1/ j "b i a. . Aug. 7, 1944, p . 3 . I t  was not  u n t i l  t hr ee mont hs 
l a t e r  t hat  i t a Oi s h i  admi t t ed t hat  t he man w o made t he 
t hr aat  was K i r a and t hat  l ad t hr eat ened t o k i l l  a 
Cauc as i an i f  t he s ent r y who/shot  Okamot o was ac q u i t t ed . 

i ^K i s 



I NSERTI ON ON PAGE 19 

Abe added t hat  he had hear d t hat  t he p et i t i o n was 

wi t hdr awn because pr es ent i ng i Axi UDdKnl di snSi Et  was an admi s s i on 

t hat  t he det ai ned men wer e g u i l t y , l / Th i s sounds 

s us p i c i o us l y l i k e a cooked- up exp l anat i on f r om t he 

Res egr egat i on Gr o up. 

J 



( 
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0» 
M I n sal esmanpi i i p you say you c 

I n p ub l i c i t y yoj j 'can t a l k y o ur s el f  
happened i n t r̂ i s c as e. 

k y o ur s el f  out  o i X i t . 
o f  i t  t o o . T hat r̂  what  

T he/ Gr eat es t  mi s t ake t h j  ̂ gr oup made was r egai n i ng t he / 
v er d i c t  V i v en by t he Cour t  Mf i r t i al . Bef or e t h a t ^e r d i c t  was / g i v en 
o ut , y ^h r e a t  of  a ver y s a A o u s nat ur e was ma d e X But  t hat  yc hr eat  
l eak ed out  and t hat  t hr ej f t  was n ' t  k ep t . Somehow, I  t h i nk /That  
pe5 0̂n must  have l o s t  f ene c onf i denc e o f  t he peopl e on apf count  

i t , 

however , t he gr eat  bu l k o f  t he can?) popul at i on r eac t ed t o t t e 

£3 

pet i t i o n ver y d i f f e r en t l y t han I nf o r mant s who M c a l l ed t he 

s t r i k e s i l l y and f o o l i s h , nev er t hel es s sympat hi zed wi t h t he 

s t r i k i ng men and a l l  admi t t ed s i gn i ng t he p e t i t i o n . I n a s i t ua-

t i o n l i k e t h i s no one c oul d r ef us e t o s i gn wi t hout  appear i ng 

h ear t l es s . Mr s . Yamaguchi  s a i d : 
"They a l l  s i gned t he p et i t i o n i n t h i s b l o c k . - I t  oamo bercrk 

i J ûJ l l  II  £ -

Mr . Abe s a i d : 

"J us t  about  ever ybody s i gned i n t h i s b l o c k . The f ami l i es 
o f  t he i nt er nees asked f o r  t he p e t i t i o n . I  s i gned i t  my s el f . I  
t h i nk most  o f  t he peopl e s i gned t he p et i t i o n . But  t he member s 
o f  t he f ami l i es r ec o ns i der ed and dec i ded not  t o pr es ent  i t . % 
Wai l nk r Mr Â»i 1 g> had- fiomfttrhAno; t o do.J t t l t fo - XA»i l y-  t h i nk 
t hat  i £ "t hey p r e s e r t̂ h e pf ct i t i op<"*t hey t h i nk t f c t f T l d̂i r e o t l j T 
t hev r̂ f r e adr  l i t  t i pg t hat  thtey det ai neds ) «̂f r e gu i l t f r . y T h 2t 1 s 
wf a/ t hoy j t̂ | hdpew t he pet l f c l er f t ,�f ef r o me{«r t t l msv tfriejr- Srê  

TiI  1 u w11 j  ili  ni hf  tmto» t h a t̂ e .̂ - bes l ghad any- Uai ag t o do wi t h 

ti 'iu wl  U1 l i ly awed off- * the-  pet i t  i o n . 

Mr . Okamot o s a i d : 

"About  one week ago we s i gned t he p et i t i o n . But  we hear  i t  
was bur nt . They say 8, 200 peopl e s i gned i t . I  t h i nk t hat  i s t r ue 
Al most  ever ybody i n t h i s bl oc k s i gned i t . 

" I  hear d a r umor  about  Bes t  l e t t i ng t he n»n out  i n t wo weeks. 
I  a l s o hear d t hat  t he s t r i k e was connec t ed wi t h t he Hi t omi  Ca s e . "4 

l ^w a s r e f er r i ng t o t he t hr eat  pur por t ed t o be made by K i r a t hat  
a Cauc as i an l i f e woul d be t aken f o r  t hat  o f  Okamot o. See p . 
i b i d . , Aug. 7, 1944, p . 3 . 

R̂ . Hank ey , No t es . Aug. 7, 1944, p . 4; J u l y 31, 1944, p . 1 . 
5 l b l d . . Aug. 8 , 1944, p . l # 

4 l b l d . . p . 3. 

nil  
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Hunger  St r i k e Resumed 

Bet ween August  4t h and August  7t h a l l  o f  t he det ai nees wer e 

di s mi s s ed f r om t he ho s p i t a l  and r et ur ned t o t he s t o c k ade. £ v i -

de nt l y t hey be l i ev ed t hat  t hey wer e about  t o be r el eas ed and when 

t hey f ound t hemsel ves ba4k i n t he s t oek ade, t hey i mmedi at el y 

r esumed t he s t r i k e . Mr . K a t o ' s d i ar y s t at es : 

"Rec ei v ed wor ds t hat  I  woul d be l eav i ng t he ho s p i t a l  and be 
under  t he cus t ody o f  I n t er nal  Sec ur i t y . . We t hought  we wer e t o 
be r e l eas ed , but  at  I t 30 P . M. we wer e sent  back t o t he St ockade 
agai n . A f ew mi nut es l a t er  Mp. Schmi dt  came t o see us but  h i s 
r eac t i o n unf av o r abl e so we dec i ded t o cont i nue wi t h our  hunger  
s t r i k e agai n.11 

Mr . Kur at omi  s t at ed t hat  dur i ng t he t i me t he men wer e hos-

p i t a l i z ed none of  t he I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y member s came t o see t hem. 

Schmi dt  t hen "p i c k ed out  f o ur  o f  t he weakes t  and sent  t hem back 

t o t he s t ockade f i r s t . These f our  boys t al k ed t o t he I n t er nal  

Sec ur i t y men and got  no answer  (no hope f o r  r e l eas e) so t hey 

s t ar t ed i n t o s t r i k e agai n . Those o f  us who f o l l o wed had t o do 

t he same t h i n g . 

The s t r i k er s r at her  dr amat i c al l y na i l ed t wo r ed handk er c h i ef s 

t o t he s i des of  t hei r  bar r ac k as s i gnal s t o t heAPol at l vi i i r s t hat  

t he s t r i k e was s t i l l  o n . 

The admi n i s t r at i o n t ook gr eat  pai ns t o keep t he r esumpt i on 

o f  t he s t r i k e a s ec r et . The r esumpt i on o f  t he s t r i k e was not  

r e l eas ed t o t he news paper s . 2 

By t he ev eni ng o f  August  11, t he anx i et y o f  t he r e l a t i v es 

o f  t he f as t i ng men r eac hed a s t at e bo r der i ng on h y s t e r i a . A 

gr oup came t o t he I n t er na l  S e c u r i t y o f f i c e and when t hey wer e 

gi v en no hope some s t at ed, " I f  t hey ar en f t  out  by t omor r ow noon, 

1 l b l d . . F eb . 21, 1945, p . 3 
2Chec k t h i s . 



somet hi ng i s go i ng t o happen. f t  l i wy ŵer e t aken bac k t o t he co l ony 

but  r ef us ed t o l eave t he gat es , s t andi ng t her e u n t i l  e l ev en o ' c l o c k 

at  n i gh t  and s hout i ng i mpr ec at i ons at  t he member s o f  t he I n t er na l  

S©c ur i t y . 

Hunger  St r i k e Br eaks 

On t he n i ght  o f  Augus t  12, t he hunger  s t r i k e br o k e. None 

o f  t he s t r i k er s was wi l l i n g t o d i s c us s t he s ub j ec t . The onl y 

account s av ai l ab l e ar e f r om t wo Cauc as i ans . Ac c o r di ng t o t hei r  

s t o r i es at  mi dni ght  one o f  t he men i n t he s t ockade became so i l l  

t hat  t hey o t her s t hought  he mi ght  d i e . T*o of  t he s t r i k er s , Kai  

and Sugi mo t o , ! asked t he I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y t o br i ng a do c t o r . 

The doct or  f ound t he man i n a ver y s er i ous c o nd i t i o n . Kai  and 

Sugi mot o at t empt ed t o bar gai n wi t h Schmi dt  who i s r eput ed t o have 

s ai ds "Y ou*r e t he guys who ar e k eepi ng t hat  o l d man f r om ea t i n g . 

Hi s bl ood wi l l  be on your  h an ds . " Ther eupon, af t er  anot her  shor t  

c o ns u l t at i o n K ai  announced t hat  t he men wer e r eady t o q u i t . F our  

of  t he men wer e agai n h o s p i t a l i z e d . 2 I>ess t han a week af t er  t he 

br eak i ng o f  t he s t r i k e , Rev . Kai  and Mr . Kur at omi  wer e r e l eas ed . 

At  i n t er v a l s o f  a day or  t wo t her eaf t er  a l l  o f  t he o t her  men wer e 

r e l eas ed . 

Ac c or di ng t o Mr . K at o . 
2 R . Hank ey , No t es , Aug. 13, 1944, p . 2; Aug. 12, 1944, pp . 2- 3 

S j b l d . , Aug. 11, 1944, p . 1 . 
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Heao t i o n o f  some Re l a t i v es t o Rel eas e of  St ockade 
Det ai nees 

Whi l e t he det ai nees wer e gr adual l y bei ng r e l eas ed f r om 

t he s t o o k ade, some of  t he r e l a t i v es gave i nd i c at i o n o f  a 
f o r  many mont hs 

s t r ange change of  a t t i t u de . Al t  ho ugh/ t hey had been bendi ng 

ever y ef f o r t  t owar d get t i ng t he men r e l eas ed , some wer e now 

o f  t he opi ni on t hat  t he men shoul d s t ay i n t he s t ock ade so 

t hat  Mr . Bes i g coul d br i ng h i s pr oposed habeus cor pus ac t i o n . 

Mr 8. Mat suda s t at ed : 

MWe d i dn ' t  t h i nk t hey woul d ±x±xfckxxk be l et  out  one by 
one l i k e t h i s . Some f ami l i es ar e t e l l i n g t he boys not  t o come 
o ut . My br ot her  f ee l s t h i s way -  t hat  t hey c oul d be r el eas ed 
and t hat  t hey ooul d s t i l l  b r i ng s u i t . But  t he f ami l i es t h i nk 
t he boys shoul d r emai n i n t he s t o o k ade. " 1/ 

Th i s change o f  at t i t ude came about  bec aus e dome o f  t he 

r e l a t i v es wuspec t ed t hat  Mr . Bes t  «BKnKai BSCB±3i gn±h*ni f i t j ai nHBXx 

t axfcj onxf l Ml HX f ear ed t he s ui t  pr oposed by Bes i g and t hat  he 

was r e l eas i n g t he det ai nees t o avo i d i t . F i gur i ng t hat  t he 

WRA and Mr . ' Bes t  wer e on t he r u n , t hey wer e of  t he o p i n i o n t hat  

t he boys mi ght  as wel l  s t ay i n t he s t ock&de a f ew ifiore week s , 

oont i nue wt t h t he s ui t  and kni ngnsnandai naacr asBHi  t her eby 

expose t he admi n i s t r at i o n o f  Tul e L ak e, i r t i i oh, i n t u r n , mi ght  

r es u l t  i n Mr . Bes t ' s r es i gnat i o n . Those r e l a t i v es who f avor ed 

t h i s pat h of  ac t i o n , however , ooul d do no t h i ng but  t a l k about  

i t  s i n ? e , obvi ousl y] *, t he det ai ned men coul d no t  demand t o be 

k ept  i n t he s t o o k ade. I n any c as e , i t  i s ver y pr of eabl * t hat  

most  o f  t he det ai ned men and t hei r  f ami l i es wer e gl ad t x t hat  

r e l eas e had been accompl i shed and want ed no mor e i mpr i sonment  

on t he bar e change t hat  i t  woul d do Mr . Best  har m. 



* * * 

ç 

2l A 

P ec u l i a r  Reac t i o n o f  MSf l r̂ s of  Res egr egat i o n Gr oup t o 
PpI pbc p n- F Ì Ì Pt .f t âcf l  

i  ( 
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At t i t ude of  t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup 

The r e l eas e o f / i h e det ai nees wak r egar ded wl t  ̂ appr ehen-

s i on by some of  t one member s of  t he /Re segr e gat  l o r / Gr oup 

who an t i c i p a t ed , c o r r ec t l y , t hat  t / i s woul d r en ên ki rn 

Mr . Bes i g'j s pr oposed habeus c o / pus ac t l o n f u t i l e . Mr s . 

Mat suda, j mose br o t her  was i n / h e s t o c k a d e / s t a t e d : 

"vi e d i d n ' t  t h i nk t hey / o u l d be l et  / o ut  one» by one 
l i k e t h i s . Some f ami l i es a / e t e l l i ng t hf ei r  boys not  t o / 

c o me/o ut . My br o t her  fefc3/s t h i s way y t hat  t hey coul d t oe r e-
l eas ed and t hat  ̂ t hey c oui d s t i l l  br i f i g s u i t . But  t he/ 

f ami l i es t h i nk t he boys shoul d r emai n / i n t he s t o c k ade. / 

She added t hat  t h / f a mi l i e s hAd been sendi ng r eg i s t er ed 

/ l e t t e r s t o Mr . Bes i gy s i nc e t he Q m of  Augus t , as k i ng .f or  

/ h i s adv i c e on t h i s m/ t t er  but  ha/d r ec ei v ed no ans wer . 

P r obabl y onl y some/of  t he mot f T̂ f anat i cal  mer abe/s o f  t he 

pr es s ur e gr oup wa/ t ed t he me / t o r emai n i n t he/ s t o c k ade 

ao t hat  t he adt n̂ i  s t r at i  o r /mi ght  s uf f er  b y / h o * s u i t , Most  

of  t he r e l at i v es wer e undoubt edl y gl ad t  o / i av e t hei r  men 

home aga i n . � � 

At t i t udes of  t he Res i dent s 

Even at  t he most  s er i ous per i od i n t he s t r i k e when 

i t  appear ed t hat  one of  t he weaker  men mi ght  d i e , t her e was 

never  any i nd i c at i o n t hat  any of  t he r es i dent s except  t he 

r e l a t i v es of  t he s t r i k i ng men had t he s l i ght es t  i n t ent i o n . 

of  t ak i ng v i o l ent  ac t i o n i n t hei r  b e h a l f . Some J apanese 

bel i ev ed t her e mi ght  be t r oubl e i f  one of  t he men d i ed , 2/ 

but  t her e i s no 

1/ i b i d . , 
2 . - T E H . , Aug. 11, 1944, p . 1 . 
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The I s s ue of  t he I s s e l  Wmber ao f  t he f l ego ftegot,lat 1 fig jSefl fiftl fcfee 

whp i êr e/sg.nt  t o Bant a F j y o n J uhy 2& T̂ h e c k dsf l fe) 

t  "ON A -̂ * 
Anot hei  ̂ mmm of  ho s t i l  t y bet ween t he t wo f ac t i ons  ̂ was 

t he j  eal ous r i v a l r y bet ween t hem t o ef f ec t  t he r et ur n o f  

t he member s of  t he Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee who had been 
OUL&K 1 

sent  t o S a nt a F e , T̂ h i s was âno t her  b i d f o r  p r es t i ge wki fl tk lŝ rt  <- 7 

was ex p l a i ned by member s of  bo t h f ac t i o ns as a nec es s ar y 

s t ep pr i o r  t o t he r es i gnat i  n of  t he Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee. 

(By t h i s t i me t he N. C , was r egar ded as ext i / n̂c t  by 

ever ybody but  t he B . C . ) The mat t er  came t o no t h i ng, 

c h i e f l y because many of  t he i n t er nees wer e bd. ng sent  t o 

Cr r at al  C i t y t o j o i n t h e i r  f ami l i es and d i d n ' t  want  t o 

corrfe back t o äj ra Tul e L ak e. Î j t fhen t he f a mi l i e s l e f t  Tul e f i M  ̂

L ak e, t he ni ght  o f  Oc t ober  20, b̂o t h f̂ ue»l uns came out  

�̂ psr  i n f u l l  f o r c e t o gi ve f̂ c*i em, an el abo r at e f a r ewe l l . 

K i mur a, a b l ac k bel t  j udo ma n ^n d gr eat  f r i end o f  

Kur at omi 1 s ,  ̂ t h i s o c c as i o n t o t r y t o p i c k a f i gh t  

wi t h Uc hi da, l eader  of  t he Re s egr egat i o n i s t s Young Men ' s 

1+ 

Or gani zat i o n» uc hi da bac k ed down and l o s t  gr eat  f a c e . 

Fr om t h i s moment  on, however , open xxxxxac h o s t i l i t i e s 

wer e dec l a r ed . The f t at Mgx homes o f  t he Re s egr egat i o n i s t  

l eader s wer e guar ded by gr oups o f  Young Men and t he seg-

r egat i o n i s t s i n gener al  t r embl ed i n t hei r  s ho es . J b � u t s v ^ ^ ^ ' ^ j  

C 

- TITe r es i den t s on t he wfoaj l e wer e qui t  e/ i nf i f l i  er  en. 

on t he mat ty r̂  o f  br i ng i ng t l /emen back f r o / Sant a Yei  änt oa ĉc 

No i nf or mant  not  a member  /of  t he pr es s u/e gr oup br odght  up 

t he s u b j ô t . When as k ed / t hey woul d kefr  i t  was ni c  ̂ i f  t he 

men coul /d be br ought  ba£k t o T . Lake i xi t  i mpl i ed A hat  i t  
J  / 

was noV t he i r  a f f a i r . / 

n 
\ < 

"t >l  7 v * 0  ̂
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I nd i c at i o n t hat  anyone wi t h t ne êxcept i on o f  t he pr es s ur e gr oups 

made p l ans as t o wh t̂  t o do i n t h i s ev en t ua l i t y . 

Unani mous l y , however , ever yone i n t he co l ony want ed t he men 

r e l eas ed . The f ear  t hat  t hey mi ght  cause t r o ub l e, whi c h had "been 

expr es s ed by some i nd i v i dua l s mont hs bef o r e , was en t i r e l y f or -

go t t en , On Augus t  14, an ext r emel y c ons er vat i ve o l d Tu l ean i s s e i  

s ai d on t he s ub j ec t ; 

" I  t h i nk t hat  Mr . Bes t  and t he peopl e I n t he c ent er  do n ' t  
see eye t o eye on al most  ev er y t h i ng. . . .As you know, t her e ar e 
14 peopl e i n t he s t ockade at  p r es ent . Ther e has been no def i n i t e 
v er di c t  g i v en . Ther e has been no h ear i ng . 

Af t er  t he s t r i k e had s t opped, an I n t e l l i gen t  n i s e i  g i r l  

s t at ed t hat  nobody had beenAmuoh ooneei 'i wd over  t he hunger  s t r i k e . 

I f  a man ¿l ad d i ed , t he f ee l i ng mi ght  have been d i f f e r e n t . n 2 

Oc a v̂  ̂
denounced t i yf  s t r i k e / as f o o l i s h : 

U> 

p 

" I f  Kai  and i f̂ t r atomi  r ea l l y engi neer ed the! hunger  / s t r i k e, I  
have l i t t l e r es pec t  f o r  t heAi . Ther e i napt  be somet hi ng f i s h y . I  
t hought  Mr , Kai  and t he r e at  of  t he l eader s wei fe supposed t o be 
l ead i ng t he boxi  on t he r r aht  r oad i ns t ead o f  go i ng on) a hunger  
s t r i k e whi c h y k not  an honor abl e t h i na t o do . T , 

" I  don!r c t h i nk i f  eJ man had di edr  t he peopl e c oul a have been 
s t i r r ed enough t o demons t r at e. T her I  was gr eat  sympat hy i n camp 

/ A and agi t at f l on£-  but  t haf r e wo u l dn ' t  h/ave been a demo ns t r at i o n , " 

- r �/ / / 6 L ^a / / 
On/ t he t hr eat s of / t he r e l a t i v es , j j i , sai L̂i  

hey wer e j us t  f ak i ng t hr eai s t o s a t i J f y t h e i r / g r o uc h . 
Peop f̂e who t hr eat en c ût  l o ud , sel /dom ac t , i f hey (t he/ det a i nees ) 
shouj i d have been t r i ad l ong ago f̂  Many peopl e i n t h i s c ent er  have 
b ee / c onv i c t ed o f  bat t er y and s ent enc ed, wi  ask f or  j us t i c e and 
i f / j u s t i c e i s gi ven tre wo n ' t  ^mp l a l n agai ns t  t he âdmi n i s t r a t i o n . 1 , 3 

Mr s , F u j i mo t o , a gMa&l j a. c ons er vat i ve woman, s a i d : 

" I  do n ' t  see why t hey went  on a hunger  s t r i k e . They wer en ' t  
do i ng t he WRA any har m. They wer e j us t  har mi ng t hems el v es . I t  
made us sad t hough. I  k i nd o f  p i t y them. 

�i b i d . , Aug. 14, 1944, p . 2 . 

|  > 2 i b i d . . Aug. 16, 1944, p . 2. 
5 l b i d . , Aug. 14, 1944, p . 4 . 
4 i b i d . , Aug. 19, 1944, p . 2 . 



WM 

f ^ T ì , , 

à. 

't / 

D 

l  

A-

si  (i  Y* 

vv*  ̂

L 

- 15-

H©r  hus band expr es s ed h i ms el f  much mor e b l unt l y s 

wThe peopl e d i d n ' t  pay any at t ent i o n t o t he hunger  s t r i k e« 
Exc ept  f o r  t hei r  r e l a t i v es , t he r es t  o f  t he camp t hought  t hey 
wer e p l a i n damn f o o l s . 

A n i s e i  g i r l  who had pr ev i o us l y denounced t he det ai nees as 

r ad i c a l  ag i t at o r s , s ai d* 

" I  t h i nk t hey s houl d be l e f t  out  or  t hey s houl d be gi v en 
a r eason f o r  t hei r  bei ng t h e r e . "2 

Anot her  young g i r l  o f  t he same po i nt  o f  v i ew s a i d : 

" I  t h i nk i t ' s bet t er  t hat  t hey wer e r e l eas ed . I  do n ' t  see 
why t hey s houl d be puni s hed. They t hought  t hey wer e do i ng some-
t hi ng good f o r  t he camp. I  f ee l  ver y r e l i ev ed . I t ' s a good 
t h i ng t hey wer e r e l eas ed. Nat u r a l l y , we f ee l  sor r y f o r  t hem. wo 

i t u w i ^u ^t  II  

Fr om t hese and many / i t her  s t at ement s i t  i s 'appar ent  t hat  / 

r e l i e f  over  t he r e l eas e / o f  t he det ai nees was wi des pr ead e v e n / 
/ I I  

among t hose per s ons l i no had pr ev i o us l y been h o s / i l e t o t hem/ 
J  . m -  � 'À f  ; J  

Mr . Bes t »s s t r a t e  ̂ i n r e l e a s i n g &a i  and Kur at f omi  f i r s t , t i hat  

t hey mi ght  l ose a ês t i gé / t h e r eby , 4 d i d not  l j frve much e f f k̂ t  on 

t he peo p l e. Thié det ai nees had al r eady l ost ? al most  a l l  of  t he i r  
/ VJ ua / J  

pr es t i ge a n d / e x c e p t  f o r  a ŝmal l  gr oup o f / l o y a l  s uppo r t er s , a l l  

o f  t he i r  h o / d as l eader s . They had become o bj ec t s o f / p i t y r at her  

CJ 2J U  ̂ ZA -ret, 7 f  

THE SPANI SH CONSUL 
çj î ç / / 

J u l y "28, Capt ai n Ant oni o Ma / t i n , t he v i c e / Sp an i s h Consul  

/ W 
7 Ax 

t han r e 

V I SI T 

v l s i J d̂ t he p r o j ec t . The pr ospec t f  of  h i s ar r i vaJ . pr oduc ed s c ar c el y 

[ppl e o f  i n t er es t  among t he o r di nar y r es i den t . The peopl e 

/d come t o t he c onc l us i on t hat / e i t her  t he Spai i i sh Consul  c oul d 

(ot  hel p t hem or  di d not  des i r e t o hel p t hem  ̂ I nf o r mant s d i d not  

I j b i d . , p . 3 . 
2 i b i d . , *u g . 24, 1944, p . 5. 
3 i b i d . , Aug. 30, 1944, p . 3 . 
4 J . B i gel o w, "Hi s t o r y o f  Ar ea B at  Tui e L a k e , " p . 8� 



23 A . 
''"�Sin? 

Mr . Oi s h i  denounced t he s t r i k e as f o o l i s h : 

" I f  Kai  and Kur at omi  r ea l l y engi neer ed t he hunger  s t r i k e , 
I  have l i t t l e r es pec t  f o r  t hem. Ther e must  be somet hi ng f i s h y , 
I  t hought  Mr . Kai  and t be r es t  of  t he l eader s wer e supposed 
t o be l eadi ng t he boys on t he r i gh t  r oad i ns t ead o f  go i ng on a 
hunger  s t r i k e whi ch i s not  an honor abl e t h i ng t o d o . . . 

" I  dct i 't  t h i nk i f  a man had d i ed t he peopl e coul d have 
been s t i r r ed enough  ̂ t o demons t r at e. Ther e was gr eat  sympat hy 
i n camp and ag i t at i o n (her e Os i s h i  r ef er s t o t he ag i t a t i o n of  
t he pr essur e gr o up, not  t o camp- wi de ag i t at i o n or  u n r e s t ) , but  
t her e wo u l dn ' t  have been a demohs t r at i on. 

St at ement s f r om many i nf or mant s i ndi c at e t hat  O&fchi  

had exagger at ed t he p o t en t i a l  t r oubl e whi ch t he pr es s ur e gr oup 

a t t e n d e d t o s t i r  up wi t h i t s p e t i t i o n / and ag i t a t i o n . He 

pr obabl y r ea l i z ed t h i s h i ms el f  by t h i s t i me and s ai d o f  t he 

1 t hr eat s o f  t he r e l a t i v es : 

"They wer e j us t  maki ng t hr eat s t o s a t i s f y t hei r  gr o uc h. 
Peopl e wr o t hr eat en out  l o ud, sel dom ac t . They ( t he det ai nees )̂ 
shoul d have been t r i ed l ong ago . Many peopl e i n t h i s c ent er  
have been c onv i o t ed o f  bat t er y and s ent enc ed. We as k f o r  
j us t i c e and i f  j us t i c e i s gi ven we wo n ' t  compl ai n agai ns t  t he 

^1 1 - 4 admi n i s t r a t i o n . " l / 

Pr om t hese and many ot her  s t at ement s i t  i s appar ent  t hat  

r e l i e f  over  t he r e l eas e of  t he det ai nees was wi des pr ead even 

among t hose per sons who had pr ev i o us l y been ho s t i l e t o t hem. 

The admi n i s t r at i o n de l i ber at e l y r el eas ed Kai  and Kur at omi  

f i r s t , i mpl y i ng by t h i s t hat  t hey wer e men n f  no i mpor t ance and 

hopi ng t hat  t h i s woul d di mi n i s h t hei r  sxxf ci gE p r es t i ge . 2/ Th i s 

ges t ur e was not  nec es s ar y , howev er , f o r  Kai  and Kur at omi  had 

al r eady l os t  al most  a l l  o f  t he gener al  p r es t i ge t hey had 

enj oyed i n Oc t ober  and November  and t he det ai nees i n gener al  

had become o bj ec t s o f  p i t y r at her  t han r es p ec t . Nev er t he l es s , 

/ U f i J  J   ̂ . | " 
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t hey s t i l l  had a c ompar at i vel y smal l  gr oup of  l oyal  suppor t er s 

and wer e ambi t i ous men. For  t h i s r eas o n, t hey wer e a 

p o t en t i a l  t hr eat  t o t he Bes egr egat i o n Gr oup l eader s . 

V I S I T OF THE SPANI SH CONSUL 

Whi l e t he f i r s t  par t  o f  t he J ul y hunger  s t t i k e was i n 

p r o gr es s , Capt ai n Ant oni o Mar t i n , t he v i c e Spani s h Consul  

v i s i t ed t he p r o j ec t . The pr ospec t  o f  h i s ar r i v a l  pr oduc ed 

s oar c el y a r i p p l e o f  i nt er es t  among t he o r di nar y r es i den t s . 

The peopl e hat  oome t o t he c onc l us i on t hat  t i t  her  t he Span i s h 

Consul  c oul d not  hel p t hem or  di d not  des i r e t o hel p t hem. 

I nf o r mant s di d no t  
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V i  

i k 

v o l unt ar i l y comment  upon h i s comi ng. When t he s ubj ec t  was i nt r o-

duced i nt o c onver s at i ons t he f o l l o wi ng at t i t udes wer e g i v en ; 

An i n t e l l i gen t  n i s e i  man who t ook genui ne i n t er es t  i n camp 

a f f a i r s , s a i d : 

"T h i s i s t he i dea t he peopl e h av e . Up t o now t he Spani s h 
Consul  h as n ' t  been abl e t o do any t h i ng. H© h a s n ' t  been abl e t o 
hel p t he n i s e i . The peopl e have l o s t  i n t e r e s t . " 1 

Mr . Mfcrtwyui i iuj  nri  ni  àmv miai fr i  s a i d : 

" I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hey have much c onf i denc e i n h i m. He i s a 
r epr es ent at i v e o f  a smal l  count r y -  es p ec i a l l y Spa i n . 

Mr . Yamashl t a s a i d : 

"Peopl e on t he whol e ar e ver y i n d i f f e r e n t . " 3 

Mr . Yamashi t a added t hat  t he peopl e had l o s t  c onf i denc e i n 

t he consul  c h i e f l y because he had been unabl e t o do any t hi ng 

about  t he s t ockade s i t ua t i o n . 

I n 

pr epar at i o n f o r  t he v i s i t  of  t he Cons ul , t he admi ni s t r a-

t i o n r eques t ed t he r es i dent s t o s el ec t  del egat es t o c onf er  wi t h 

h i m. Though t her e was no ent hus i as m, most  bl oc k s e l ec t ed t he 
t PSr ar j wu' ww- s j M m mm » « a » * 

M r ep r es ent at i v es y "T f r $ gener al  at t i t ude of  t he c o l o n i s t s i s f a i r l y / � * * * 

wexl  p i c t u r ed by t j l e f o l l o wi ng t hr ee s t at emen 

_ i  
Mi s s - Doi  s a i d ; 

I , 

41 J  » \  
ABOOPdi ny fee a man know,-  when t h e / wer e-  as s i gned - ets> 

mp r e sent  at  i  ve ŝ t o see t ne Spani s h Qo »awy ©ne man s a i d i t ŵa$ 
pr obabl y t o t r y t o f o r c e some k i nd o f  cdf ami t t ee ( a per manenl  
r epr es ent at i v e b o d y ^S p =s t e @©«? »©l i n p i mf r t J U l T ? * wam'bwfrq1��iftui1 ¥u 

* Gaawis®* But /We r ea l l y need some k i nd of  a commi t t ee h e r e . / We 
need someoni  who c an go t o t he admi n i s t r a t i o n . w* 

i wX 
Mr . J $ ŝ a i d : 

" I y woul d seem t o me t hat  ev0rn i f  t hey do s t ay o f f i c e , i f  
t he peo / l e see any t hi ng nas t y go i ng on, t hey can demgftid t hei r  
r e s i g n a t i o n . . / 

A j Rr . Okamot o s ai d* / 
1 R . Han k ey , j j ot es , J u l y 30. 1944. p . 7 . 
2 i b i d . , p . 10. 
? i b l d . , J u l y 28, 1944, p . 1 . 

t i SS : ' 1 9 4 4 ' p p # 1"2 # 
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The l eader s o f  t he pr es s ur e gr o up , however , v i ewed t he s e l ec t i o n 

of  t h i s commi t t ee wi t h gr eat  al ar au Had t hey been abl e t o 

obt ai n po s i t i o ns on i t  and st and as r epr es ent at i v es of  t he 

T u l e Lake r es i dent s bef o r e t he Cons ul  who coul d f or war d t hei r  

s t a t o aen ' s t o t he J apanese Gover nment  t hey woul d have j umped 

at  t he c hanc e. Si nc e, however , t hey had no hope of  get t i ng on 

t he r epr es ent at i v e bo dy , t hey r egar ded t he body as an obs t r uc t i on 

t o t he i r  p l an s , a gr opp o f  men ho l di ng po s i t i o ns whi ch t he 

pr es s ur e gr oup ought  t o ocoupy. xMinfaTmyitity Of  c our s e, t hey 

di d not  v er ba l i z e 3kx±s t h i s . I n s t ead , Mr . Yamashi t a s t at ed t hat  

t he s e l ec t i o n of  t h i s body t o see t he Consul  was a nef ar i o us pl o t  

on t he par t  of  t he admi n i s t r at i o n t o put  a r epr es ent at i v e body 

ayj Kxi ka over  t he peopl e agai ns t  t hei r  wi l l . He al so accused t he 

ex- member s o f  t he Coo r di nat i ng Commi t t ee o f  c onni v i ng wi t h t he 

A4 l - 2admi ni s t r at i o n t o br i ng t h i s ab o u t . 1/ 

Whi l e t he pr essur e gr oup di d a l l  i n i t s power  t o i nh i b i t  

t he s el ec t i o n of  t he Spani sh Cons ul  Commi t t ee, t hei r  ef f o r t s as 

a whol e had l i t t l e ef f ec t  on t he r e s i d en t s . The gener al  at t i t ude 

of  t he c o l o n i s t s i s f a i r l y wel l  p i c t ur ed i n t he f o l l o wi ng t hr ee 

s t at ement s : 

Mi s s Do i  s a i d : 

"One man s ai d i t  ( t he admi n i s t r at i o n) was pr obabl y t r y i ng t o 
f o r c e some k i nd o f  oomi t t ee ( a per manent  r epr es ent at i v e bodyO» 
But  we r ea l l y need some k i nd o f  a coqj mi t t ee h er e . *We need 
someone who can go t o t he ad r ai n i s t  r at  i o n . " 2/ 

Mr . Oi s h i  s a i d : 

" I t  w ûl d seem t o me t hat  even i f  t hey do s t ay i n o f f i c e , i f  
t he peopl e see any t hi ng nas t y go i ng o n , t hey can demand t hei r  
r es i gn a t i o n . " 3/ 

Mr . Okamot o s a i d : 

1/ i b i d . , Aug . 4 , 1944, p p . 1- 2. 
S T T b i d . . Aug. 7, 1944, p p . 1- 2. 
5 / i b i d . . p . 3 . 

M&f f l zMh n n m h h h h ^ H H Ü Ü I  
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v / y y 

" I  t h i nk al most  ever y b l o c k had a r ep r es ent at i v e. We f a i l e d 
at  f i r s t  t o o . But  when we saw t hat  t he Consul  was r ea l l y comi ng, 
peopl e f e l t  t hey must  have a d e l e g a t e . " ! 

The l eader s o f  t he pr es s ur e gr oup, howeven£ v i ewed t he sel ec -

t i o n of  t h i s connj i t t ee wi t h gr eat  al ar m# Mr y Y amas hi t a st at ej  

t hat  i t  was a n / f a r i o u s p l o t  on t he par t  oj  t he admi ni s t r at i on 

t o put  a r epr es ent at i v e body over  t he pedpl e agai ns t  t hej f r  wi l l  
f  / / 

He al s o accuséd t he ex- member s of  t he Gp- or di nat i ng Copo i t t ee o f  

c onni v i ng wt t i h t he admi n i s t r at i o n t o J Í r i ng t h i s ab<mc , 2 Whi l e the 

pr es s ur e g/ o up undoubt edl y d i d as rgrich as possi bl y» t o i n h i b i t  

t he s e l ec / i o n o f  t he Spani s h Consul  Commi t t ee , / i h e i r  e f f o r t s had 

l i t t l e e f f ec t  on t he r es i dent s i  
~ I W I I I I � I  l  i i r - r n- i ^� 

When Capt ai n Mar t i n ar r i v ed he at t empt ed t o p l ead t he cause 

o f  t he det ai nees who wer e t hen near  t he end of  t he J u l y hunger  

s t r i k e . I t  i s s a i d t hat  Mr . Bes t  t o l d t he Consul  t hat  he c oul d 

not  r el eas e t he men u n t i l  t he col ony was i n a nor mal  c o nd i t i o n . 

At  t hat  po i nt  t he s t r i k i ng men went  t o t he ho s p i t a l  and i t  was 

be l i ev ed t hat  t he s t r i k e was o v er , Mar t i n l e f t  t he camp wi t h t hat  

i mpr es s i o n»3 A f ew days l a t er  t he s t r i k e was r esumed. As f o r  t he 

ot her  gr i ev anc es br ought  t o Capt ai n Mar t i n at  t h i s t i me, no i nf or -

mant  showed any i n t er es t  i n t hem. I t  i s pr obabl e t hat  t he com-

mi t t ee compi l ed t he l i s t  wi t hout  much as s i s t anc e f r om t he bl oc k 

r es i den t s . ŷ \ was ques t i oned on t he Henunc i at i on o f  C i t i z ens h i p 

B i l l  and r ep l i ed t hat  i f  n i s e i  r enounc ed t hei r  Amer i can C i t i z ens h i p 

t hey woul d be r egar ded as J apanese n a t i o n a l s . The commi t t ee com-

p l a i ned about  t he hous i ng f a c i l i t i e s , r eques t ed i mpr ovement  i n 

t he l i v i n g c o ndi t i o ns and as k ed h i s hel p on t he s t ockade s i t uat i o n» 
1 i b i d . , Aug. 8 , 1944, p . 4 . 
2 i b i d . , Aug. 4 , 1944, pp . 1- 2. 

' i b i d . , J u l y 30, 19 5 l f e l d . , J u l y 30, 1944, p . 1. Iilin mull í  TCfeg. 
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Anot her  s i gn i f i c an t  ques t i on concer ned whi ch aut ho r i t y had t he 

r es p o ns i b i l i t y f o r  t he l i v es of  t he r es i den t s , t he WRA, t he 

po l i c e f o r c e , or  t he r es i dent s t hems el v es . 1 T h i s ques t i on was 

a r es u l t  o f  t he Hi t omi  mur der . 

SECOND VI SI T OF MR« BESI G 

Mr . Bes i g r et ur ned t o t he pr o j ec t  I n t he l a t t er  par t  o f  J u l y , 

par t l y i n t he c apac i t y of  at t or ney f o r  one of  t he c as es bef or e 

t he Appeal s Boar d1 and par t l y t o r esume h i s i nv es t i gat i o n o f  t he 

s t ockade s i t ua t i o n . The l a t t er  i s s ue had, however , l o s t  a gr eat  

deal  o f  I t s po i nt  s i nce t he men wer e r e l e a s e d .  ̂ On t h i s v i s i t  

Mr . Bes i g was accompani ed by a member  of  t he I n t er nal  Sec ur i t y 

i n a l l  h i s c ont ac t s r e l a t i ng t o t he s t oc k ade. Mor eover , h e was 

al l owed t o v i s i t  onl y t hose ev ac uees whom he had t al k ed wi t h on 

h i s pr ev i ous v i s i t . 2 

The r L̂ eas e o f  t he det a i ner s was r egar ded wi t h app / ehens i o n 

by some otf  t he member s o f  t hef  pr es s ur e gr oub who an t i c i pat ed , 

c o r r ec t l ,̂ t hat  t h i s woul d vender  t he pr oposed habeasj  cor pus 

ac t i o n J ni t i l e. Mr s . Mat suda s t a t ed : 

~ d i d n ' t  t h i nk t hey woul d be l e t  out  pne by one l i k e t h i s . 
Some f ami l i es ar e t e l l i n g t h e i r  boys not  t o pome o ut . \ My br o t her  
f ee l s J k i s way -  t hat  t hSy c o u l d be r el eased] and t hat  t hey coul d 
s t i l l  »r i ng s u i t . But  t he f ami l i es t h i nk thfe boys shoul d r emai n 
i n t he / s t oc k ade.n c > 

/ J  

She added t hat  tbfe f ami l i es had been ser i di ng r eg i s t er ed 

l et t ens t o Mr . Bes i a ŝ i nc e t he 8t h of  August ] , as k i ng | r or  h i s 

adv i c e on t h i s mat t er  but  had r ec ei v ed no ans wer s , / r o bab l y 

onl y t he pr es s ur e/gr o up want ed t he men t  o r emf c n̂ t̂ n t he s t ockade 

T̂he Appeal s Boar d was s et  up t o r ev i ew t he c as es o f  per s ons who 
wi s hed t o appeal  t hei r  s egr egat i o n i n Tul e L ak e. The hear i ngs 
made ver y l i t t l e i mpr es s i on on t he r es i den t s . 

2 R . Hank ey , No t es , J u l y 30, 1944, p . 1 ; J u l y 31, 1944, p . 1 . 
3 
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at the par t y," the J apanese r epl i ed, "We di dn't say anyt hi ng." 1/ 

On Sept ember  6, Geor ge Kur at omi  was pi cked up and ques t i o ned. 

l i t e r  h i s Ques t i oni ng he was t o l d t o t e l l  Rev . K a i , Mes s r s . 
Mat suda 

Ts uda, Ono , Oset o and Mrs./Mft f i f l f t  and one ot her  man t o "get  

r eady t o be i ndi c t ed f o r  conspi r acy t o mur der  Hi t o mi . " * / 

Th i s pr oposed i ndi c t ment  t hr eat ened some of  t he i mpor t ant  

l eader s f r om bot h t he r i val j f  f ac t i o ns , K a i , Kur at omi  and Tsuda 

f r om one s i de and B M Ono , Oset o and Mr s . Mat suda f r om t he 

ot her . 

1/ R . Hank ey , No t es . Sept . 7, 1944, p . 3 
2/ i bi d . . Sept . 11, 1944, p . 10. 
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t h i s 

at  t he p a r t y , " t he J apanes e r ep l i ed , "We di d 

On Sept ember  6, Geor ge Kur at omi  was j ac k ed 

Af t er  h i s c t̂ f est i oni ng, he was t o l d t o / i e l l  Rever end 

T s uda, , Os et o , Mr s . Mat suda a r̂a one ot her  

t o t>e i ndi c t ed f o r  c ons p i r ac y ,Tt
fo mur der  Hi t omi  

t hr eat ened i ndi c t ment , a s er i o us di s agr eement  t ook pl ace bet ween 

Mr , Kur at omi  and t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup l eader s . Kur at omi  dec i ded 

t o i n i t i a t e ac t i on whi c h woul d br i ng a l awyer  t o t he a i d o f  t he 

ac c us ed. Ac c o r di ngl y , he wr ot e a l et t er  t o Mr . Bes i g , exp l a i n i ng 

t hat  i ndi c t ment  was t hr eat ened and r eques t i ng t hat  Mr . Bes i g secur e 

t he s er v i c es of  t he bes t  av a i l ab l e c r i mi nal  l awy er . Kur at omi  i n-

duced a l l  t he t hr eat ened peopl e t o s i gn t h i s l e t t e r . However , i n 

t he t hr eat ened gr oup wer e Ono 3 and s ev er al  ot her  s t r ong member s of  

t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup and Ts uda, t owar d whom t he Res egr egat i on 

l eader s wer e ver y h o s t i l e . Hav i ng s i gned t he l e t t e r , t he Resegr e-

gat i o n i s t s r ec o ns i der ed and dec i ded t hat  t hey "wo u l dn ! t  have t hei r  

s i gnat ur es al o ngs i de of  Mr . T s u d a ' s . " Ther eupon, t hey c a l l ed upon 

Mr . Kur at omi  and asked hi m t o t ear  up t he l e t t e r . Bef o r e he t or e 

i t  up, however , t hey asked f o r  a copy whi ch t hey coul d use t o wr i t e 

t o Bes i g and so av o i d hav i ng t he i r  names appear  bes i de Mr . T s u d a ' s . 

Kur at omi  gave t hem a c opy . Ono had t he l et t er  copi ed and t hen came 

bac k and asked Kur at omi  t o s i gn i t . Kur at omi  became pr ovoked and 

s a i d , " I  may be a f o o l , but  I ' m not  go i ng t o s i gn t hat  l et t er  t hat  

I  j us t  t yped o u t . " Cons equent l y , t he t hr eat ened member s o f  t he 

Res egr egat i on Gr oup sent  i n one l et t er  whi l e Kur at omi , Kai  and 

Tsuda sent  ano t her .  ̂

1. R . Hank ey , No t es , Sept ember  7 , 1944, p . 3. 
2 . I b i d . , Sept ember  11, 1944, p . 10. 
3. Ono, a P os t oni t e.�T i hf l f i r , a l s o des er ves a h i s t o r y . 
T h i s wi l l  come i n Par t  I I I  -  but  mi ght  be b r i e f l y r ev i ewed her e 
4 . I b i d . , Mar ch 6, 1945, p . 4 . 
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f o l l o wer s / T h i s was dor $ wi t h gr eat  s ec r ec y and c aut i o n . The 

Res egr egat i on Gr oup, however , saw t o i t  j r f iat  r umor s of  t he/c on-

s o l i dat i o n o f  t h i s "danger ous gr o up" r eac hed t he ear s of  / t he ad-

x / / / 

p i n i s t r a t l o n . I t  was supposed t o by "c a l l ed t he Dal  Nl rtfoon Sel nen 

dan and many r es i dent s bel i ev ed i r / i t s ex i s t enc e. My\  ^S ' s a i d : 

No i ndi c t ment s wer e ever  made. Nor  was any i nf o r mat i on 

r e l eas ed on why t he ac t i on had been cont empl at ed or  why i t  was 

suddenl y dr opped. Kur at omi  c ar r i ed on a cor r espondence wi t h Mr . 

Bes i g and sent  hi m 500 do l l ar s as a r e t a i n er . By Sept ember  29 t he 

mat t er  was c l o s ed, f o r  by t hat  t i me i t  was appar ent  t hat  t he 

aut ho r i t i es d i d not  i nt end t o t ake any ac t i o n . 

The r umor  t hat  t he i ndi c t ment s wer e about  t o be made d i d not  

s pr ead t hr ough t he camp as r ap i d l y as mi ght  be expec t ed. Most  

i nf or mant s vo i c ed t he opi ni on t hat  t hey be l i ev ed t he per sons accus-

ed had not hi ng t o do wi t h t he mur der . No one appear ed ver y much 

d i s t ur bed t hat  a po s s i b l e i n j us t i c e mi ght  be done. A f ew conser va-

t i v es , who l i v ed i n t he same bl o c k as one of  t he ac c us ed, seemed 

l . I b i d . , Oc t ober  16, 1944, p . 5. 
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r e l i ev ed t o t h i nk t hat  t he aut ho r i t i es had t hr own a scar e 

i nt o t he l eader s o f  t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup, On t he ot her  

hand , t hough Uul xZ K a i  and Kur at omi  wer e not  popul ar  mt h 

t he gener al  r es i den t s , al r o s t  ever y i nf or mant  s t at ed t hat  

i n t h e i r  ap i n i o n , t hey ooul d have had no t h i ng t o do wi t h t he 

mur der . Oi s h i  s t a t ed : 
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r el l ev edt x̂ t f h i nk t h a t t̂ j ^ î u t ^o r i t l e s ^«¿ l ^h r o wn j ^^  ̂

t he j êgr egat l o n>gi *o up . J j  ̂ s t j ^a : 

" I  t h i nk t hey (t he aut ho r i t i es ) ar e j us t  t r y i ng t o get  
somet hi ng on somebody They may use t h i r d degr ee 

. met hods i f  t hey cannot  get  i nf or mat i on any ot her  way j us t  
so t hey can f i nd somebody and say t hey di d i t . " 1 

Yamaguchi  was qui t e cur i ous over  t he r umor  of  ar r es t s , but  

s t at ed t hat  t he peopl e d i dn ' t  know what  i t  was a l l  abo ut . 2 Sev er al  

ot her  i nf or mant s showed t he same r eac t i o n, expr essed no opi ni on, 

but  want ed t o know t he det ai l s of  t he accusat i on and who was goi ng 

t o be t ak en. Mr . Okamot o s ai d: 

" I  do n ' t  t hi nk t hat  Kai  and Kur at omi  coul d have been 
connect ed wi t h t hat  mur der  - case."2-

On Sept ember  19, when t he news had been abr oad f or  al most  

t wo weeks , Mr . s ai d: 

"The peopl e ar e pay i ng no at t ent i on t o i t . They ar e 
l et t i ng i t  go f r om one ear  t o t he o t her . I  t hi nk t h ey ' l l  
make f oo l s of  t hemsel ves i f  t hey ar r es t  t hose me n . "3 

A week l at er  he s t at ed: 

" I f  t hey ( K a i , Kur at omi  and Tsuda) ar e ar r es t ed as t he 
ones who engi neer ed t he mur der , I  t h i nk t he admi ni s t r at i on 
wi l l  make a l aughi ng s t ock out  o f  t hems el v es . "4 

Mr . Yamas hi t a, who must  have been one of  t he men who r ef us ed 

Kur at omi  t he money f o r  an at t o r ney , made t he f o l l owi ng i nt er es t i ng 

s t at ement : 

" I  t h i nk Mr . Kur at omi  spr ead out  t he r umor  and ever ybody 
got  wor r i ed ver y much. I  t o l d t hem i f  t hey ar e i ndi c t ed t hey 
wi l l  have pl ent y o f  t i me. F i r s t  of  a l l , t hey wi l l  be gi ven a 
summons. Even i f  t hey ar e i ndi c t ed t hey wi l l  be r el eas ed 
i mmedi at el y . Af t er  t hey ar e r e l eas ed, t hey can sue agai ns t  
Lader er  (Di s t r i c t  At t or ney of  Modoc Count y) and t he admi ni s -
t r at i on f o r  i ndi c t i ng i nnocent  peopl e. 

1. I b i d . , Sept ember  8, 1944, p . 2 . 
2 . I b i d . t  Sept ember  11, 1944, p . 7 . 
2- a*7~*T5l d., Sept ember  15, 1944, p . 2 . 
3. I b i d . , Sept ember  19, 1944, p . 1. 
4. I bi d., September 25, 1944, p. 2. 
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" I f  I ŵer e I n t j l̂ r  p o s i t i f̂  I  woul d n p a n̂ a v e&i r ed a 
l awyer  ¿ ¿ c aus e I  kprfw f r om nn^̂ i s e t hi nkl j ĝ t hat t̂ ney wi l l  
not  ai md out  a s j i f eo ns . "1 * 

The P r o j ec t  t o Ret ur n t he I s s e l  Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee Member s 
f r om Sant a Fe ~ 

On t he r el eas e of  t he h i s e i  s t ockade d e t a i n e e s , i n l a t e Augus t , 

t hei r  f i r s t  expr es s ed pat h of  ac t i on was t o obt ai n t he r et ur n of  

t hose s t ockade det ai nees accused of  ag i t at i o n i n t he November , 1943 
� î  ( y n-  � < / 

i nc i dent  who had been sent  t o Sant a Pe i n J u l y o f  1944. Hav i ng 
*r7) J l  , 

t hus br ought  bac k a l l  t he member s of  t he Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee t o 

Tul e L ak e, t he ent i r e bo dy , n i s e i  andf / i s s ei , woul d t hen pr oceed t o 

r es i gn . By t h i s t i me t he Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee wai 3�r egar ded as an 

ext i nc t  body by most  of  t he c o l o n i s t s . The men who composed t he 

body , however , t ook t hemsel ves ver y s er i o us l y and r egar ded, or  

pr ef er r ed t o r egar d t h i s mat t er  of  f o r mal  r es i gnat i o n vopy- f t f mi omJ y 

T hei r  c h i ef  c ont ent i on was t hat  s i nc e t hey , as f i i s ei , had been r e-

l eas ed unc o ndi t i o nal l y , t he i nt er nment  of» t he i s s e i  member s of  t he 

Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee i mpl i ed that /\ fcJ a*y had commi t t ed a wr ong f o r  

whi ch t hey wer e bei ng pun i s hed. The n i s e i  member s r emai ni ng i n 

Tul e Lake c oul d not  r es i gn wi t hout  compl et el y c l ear i ng t he names 
A 

of  t he i nt er ned 4l s s ei . To- ~do so woul d be t o show a r epr ehens i bl e 

l ac k of  o b l i gat i o n or  g i r l .  ̂ » y y 

I n t h i s mat t er , however , t he f ac t i o na l  s p l i t  al s o mad© i t s 

appear anc e. K a i  and Kur at omi  and Sugi mot o* wor ked as a commi t t ee, 
^ v , �A. o L̂ ĵ  �A f

 v 

and  ̂ Kat o wor ked s epar at el y as a r epr es ent at i v e of  t he Re s egr egat i on 

Gr oup. Kur at omi  announced h i s i nt ens i on o r  devot i ng hi r aeel f  t o 
i ,  -  � � - "¿p 

t hi s , _ca use soon a f t er  h i s r el ease- f r om t he s t oc k ade, sta- tr ing t hat  

1. I b i d . , Sept ember  21, 1944, p . 3. 
2 « Sugi mot o fTAtff  « fiftT t̂tl  i n Par t  I . 
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t he peopl e I n camp wer e ver y anxi ous t o have t he men br ought  bac k 

f r om Sant a F e . 
�C'̂ 'i  1 

"Our  ( n i s e i ) r el eas e i s unc o ndi t i o nal . They ( As s ei ) 
wer e sent  t o Sant a Fe j us t  because t hey wer e a l i e n s . 

"The peopl e have a ver y f i r m i dea t hat  t he i s s e i  sent  
t o Sant a Fe ar e j us t  as i nnocent  as t he n i s e i  r e l eas ed 
o u t r i gh t . " 

Kur at omi  ended by s ay i ng t hat  i f  t h i s mat t er  wer e not  c l ear ed 

up t her e woul d be no peace i n camp, -̂

Mr . Kat o , who was now an ent hus i as t i c member  of  t he Resegr ega-

t i on Gr oup expr es s ed s i mi l ar  s ent i ment s ; 
J -  ' � * - n M̂-

"We (Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee) wi l l  not  r es i gn even i f  we 
go bac k t o J apan unl es s t he 26 men ar e r et ur ned f r om Sant a 
F e . I f  t hey r et ur n our  j ob i s over  and we wi l l  pr esent  our  
mass r es i gnat i o n at  onc e. I f  we r es i gn now t he peopl e wi l l  
r egar d us as cowar ds and our  name wi l l  be d i r t  

" I f  Mr . Bes t  does not  see me (on t h i s mat t er ) - the camp 
wi l l  be I n an upr oar . 

Bo t h Kat o and Kur at omi  gr eat l y exagger at ed t he des i r e of  t he 

r es i dent s t o have t he men r et ur ned f r om Sant a F e . 

Bo t h t he Kur at omi  f ac t i o n and t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup f ac t i o n , 

r epr es ent ed by Kat o , had s ev er al  meet i ngs wi t h Mr . Bes t  i n whi c h 

t hey at t empt ed t o get  hi m t o r et ur n t he i s s e i  member s 6f  t he 

Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee t o Tul e L ak e. However , t he i nt er nees d i d not  

wi s h t o r et ur n t o Tul e L ak e, hav i ng been pr omi sed r euni on wi t h 

t he i r  f ami l i es i n Cr y s t al  Ci t y , t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e I nt er nment  

camp f o r  f ami l i es . Cons equent l y , t he ef f o r t s of  t he t wo f ac t i o ns 

wer e expended i n v a i n . P r epar at i ons f o r  t he f ami l y r euni ons went  

f o r war d des p i t e l et t er s wr i t t en by Kat o t o t he Sant a Fe det ai nees 

po i nt i ng out  t hei r  r es p o ns i b i l i t y t o come bac k t o Tul e Lake "bec aus e 

t he Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee c an ! t  r es i gn unt i l  t h i s mat t er  i s s e t t l ed . " 

1. I b i d . . Sept ember  18, 1944, pp . 7- 8. 
2 . I b i d . , Sept ember  29, 1944, p . 4 . 
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I t  shoul d be ment i oned t hat  at  one of  t Me c o nf er enc es . Kat o 

had wi t h Mr . Bes t , Mr / Bes t  a l l eged l y t o l d t̂ i m t hat  t he depar t ment  

o f  J us t i c e was go i ng/ t o t ake over  t he cai q$ i n 60 days / n d t hat  hi s 

gr oup mi ght  as we l l / g i v e up t he i r  ag i t at i o n s i nc e t he/r  woul d soon 

be under  J us t i c e ar id possess t he i nt er pee s t at us thofy had so l ong 

des i r ed . Kat o c ar r i ed t h i s i nf o r mat i on bac k t o t he Hes egr egat i on 

Gr oup, wher e i j  was r ec ei v ed wi t h mj i ch s a t i s f a c t y o n T h e Re-

s egr egat i on G£oup t her eupon eager l y an t i c i pat ed/ t he advent  of  t he 

Depar t ment  f f  J u s t i c e . On seveof el  o c c as i o ns , A t s l eader s r emar ked 

t hat  t hey /wer e pos t poni ng cer tyfein of  t he i r  p / ans un t i l  J us t i c e t ook 

o v er . 

At t i t ude of  t he Peopl e Regar di ng t he Ret ur n of  t he I nt er nees 

I n s p i t e o f  t he c ont ent i ons of  bo t h i nt er es t ed f ac t i o ns , t he 

r es i dent s d i d not  par t i c u l ar l y car e whet her  t he i nt er nees wer e 

bac k or  no t . Many i nf or mant s d i d not  even know t hat  t he ef f o r t  was 

bei ng c ar r i ed o n. When as k ed, i nf or mant s us ual l y s t at ed t hat  t hey 

t hought  i t  was r i ght  t o t r y t o br i ng t hem bac k . S t i l l , none of  t hem 

woul d have t aken any ac t i o n . Mr . Yamaguchi  s a i d : 

"We a l l  sympat hi ze wi t h t he f ami l i es of  t hose peo p l e. 
But  I  do n ' t  t h i nk t he peopl e wi l l  suppor t  ( ef f o r t  t o get  
t hem bac k ) by demons t r at i ng. 

When t he f ami l i es f i n a l l y l ef t  f o r  Cr y s t al  Ci t y on t he ni ght  

o f  November  20, t he i r  l eav et ak i ng was accompani ed by an ext r emel y 

i n t er es t i ng i nc i dent  whi c h wi l l  be des c r i bed l a t e r . 

At t i t udes t ow&r d Renunc i at i on of  C i t i z ens h i p - r  Sept . l j / t o Pel i . 5. 

Thr oughout  t h i s per i o d , t he pr ospec t  of  / r enunc i at i on of  

1. I b i d . . Oc t ober  16, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
2 . TBTc L , Oc t ober  27, 1944, p . 5 . 
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Gr oup s t r engt hened by addi t i on of  exper i enced agj t at o r a 

i J F 

P t  

v 

I n Mar ch, t hi s compar at i vel y smal l  ¿r oup of  ext r emel y 

di s gr unt l ed per sons was augment ed and gr eat l y s t r engt hened by 

t he addi t i o n of  a number  of  men who ent er ed t he camp wi t h t he 

Manzanar  segr eggees and by a number  of  par o l ees r el eas ed f r om 

Sant a F e. 1 Ska One of  t hese men was Mr . Yamashi t a, a 

par o l ee f r om Sant a F e, who i s r eput ed t o kaxaxhx x&xaxnsdxaxx 

f l knmi i xaxt x| iBB±l itnanKtthxtkaxatdxnfxax have i nt r oduced i nt o t he 

gr oup a c l i que ±xxnxS of  segr egees f r om F os t on who had as s i s t ed 

Yamashi t a i n h i s ag i t at i ng ac t i v i t i es i n t hat  cent er V Anot her  

l eader , who, however , kept  hi msel f  wel l  i n t he backgr ound was 

Mr . K i r a f r om Manzanar *' 
t  

§ m r 
V<*ive Yamashi t a case hi s t o r y h er e . ) « 

(Gi V© K i r a case h i s t o r y her e») , 

Mr . K i r a t ook a ver y ac t i ve .pas t  i n s t i r r i ng up t he 

v i o l enc e dur i ug t he Manzanar  r i o t  whi ch cul mi nat ed i n t he 

shoot i ng xt xni f t n̂spanxaaxx and deat h of  two ( ? ) evacuees by 

t he mi l i t ar y . Hi s compl i c i t y i n t hi s agi t at i o n never  became 

known t o t he aut ho r i t i es * Ks An exc el l ent  i nf or mant  s t at ed t hat  

K i r a had been l eader  of  a gags gang of  i nxnkaa t oughs i n Ter mi nal  
and 

I s l and bef or e ev ac uat i o n,*t hat  he had mai nt ai ned a s i mi l ar  gang 

i n Manzanar * Ther e ar e numXer ous i mpl i c at i ons t hat  he es t abl i s hed 

t he same t ype of  t er r o r i s t i c o r gani zat i on i n Tul e Lake* 

These new l eader s of  t he under gr ound gr oup may be t er med 

exper i enced ag i t at o r s . I n t he Assembl y Cent er s and R e l o c at i o n 

Cent er s wher e t hese men had pr ev i ous l y r es i ded, t hey had become 

not ed f or  t hei r  i !,»i<iwi i i .gi i i l, j j f  i �Mr t r  v i o l ent  ant i - Amer i can 

sent i ment s and f or  t hei r  consummat e ab i l i t y t o i nvo l ve t hemsel ves 

i n any agi t at i ng movement . They wer e wel comed wi t h open ar ms 

by t he pr essur e gr oup and soon assumed a power f ul  behi nd- t he 

� 




