CHAPTER IV. B

The Inception of the Resegregation Group

his is to be preceded by a
ef resume of the genesis
some of the attltudes
which developed durlng this
period and which first appear-
ed at the time of the incldent
The nucleus of what was later to become known a8 the Resegre-
gatlon Group was formed by a comparatively small number of tenaclous
supporters of the November, 1943, uprising. These persons had been
among the strongest adherents of the Negotiatlng Commlttee and the
status quo, the deadlock or partial strike which prevailed from the
entrance of the Army on November 4, 1943, to the referendum vote of
January 11, 1944. The entrance of the Army, the arrest of theilr
leaders, the gradual withdrawal of camp support from their anti-
the increasin

administratlive stand number of arrests, and the
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referendum vote which brought the status quo to an end, left these
individuals smarting with resentment and humlliatlon over thelr
lost caus Some of the group, probably many of them, had relatlives
or friends detalned in the stockade for whose release they agltated
constantly.

For thelr defeat thils group blamed the Japanese who had not
supported them and especlally the Coordinating Committee which had

replaced the Dalhyo Sha Kal as the "representatives of the people."

Resentment was focused upon the Coordinating Commuittee. Its members
were called ilnu and fence-sitters, were accused of being loyal to

America and of having remalned in Tule Lake because they had importan
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positlons® through which they were profitling by grafting.

people who had voted against malntaining the status quo,"
S R ; 4 : : | . y 3 5 i
which comprised half the camp, were labeled splneless, weak-kneed,

pro-administratlon, fence-sitters, and, like the Coordinating

y . (e
Committee, were accused of belng loyal to America. In truth,

the great proportlon of the residents of Tule Lake, even many

of the more vociferous members of the pressure group, were fence-
sitters. Many had come to Tule Lake wlith no clear-cut intention

of going to Japan and some admlitted thls frankly before the rise

of antl-fence-sltting feellng 1n camp made thls expression

dangerous. hen 1t became obligatory to denounce the fence-

sltters, the Yes-Yes and anyone who behaved as if he were "loyal

to America. "3
The subjects of the
"fence-sitter" and the
enormous gap between
political loyalty and
lip-service loyalty
will be described in
detall supra and must
be reemphasized infra.
Status quo, Yes-Yes
wlll be trested in such
detail supra that a
reference will probably
be sufficient here,

After the defeat of the status quo by the referendum of
January 11, this small group of dle-hard supporters of the
defeated side went underground, malintalned contsct with each

other, and devoted themselves with great energy to discrediting

1. A key position was a job entalling considerable importance and
prestige. The men in Clvie Orgsnlzatlons, the Co-op officers, the
Head of Housing, the various foremen of divisions are examples.

2. The greater part of these accusations were quite false. How-
ever much of the active part in breaking the status quo was taken
by the men in key positlons,

5. Reference 1infra and supra.
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Justified this desire for resegregation on the grounds that they
were truly "loyal to Japan" and wished to repatriate at the first
opportunity, and therefore could not live with persons who (sald
the pressure group) were either "loyal to America" or had not
made up thelr minds which country to be loyal to,.

Because of its anti-administrative agitating activities,
the underground pressure group was subject to the constant threat
of arrest and confinement in the stockade. Consequently, 1t was
forced to remain underground and its members carefully concealed
thelr identity from the administration. Activities were carried
on with great caution. The group worked either anonymously or
used only one person as spokesman, a person whose arrest would
not weaken them numerically.

In late| March, the pressure gr%up made its Elrst major
attempt to initiate resegregation. hey receivedgpermission
from the admipistration to circulatela petition fo% the signa-

tures of those persons who wished to |repatriate anq expatriate

immediately with the express provisiin, however, that "the survey

be made without commitment on the part of the admin%?tration."

The camp was thrown into a turmoil. lthough the pressure group
claimed 6,500 signatures, general camﬁ.Opinion was a\ inst the
movement becausP the resldents, as a wLole, did not wish to
commlt themselv%s irrevocably to retur% to Japan under| the
leadership of aL underground group whom they termed "radicals."
When the adminiﬁtration became consclous of the disturbance the
petition was ca@sing, Mr,., Black issued strong st&temebt denying
that the petitiob had any authority or huthenticity. The pressure

group, however, proceeded stubbornly to send the names of 1its




tion and regpatriatfon. After the statement

(Case Histories here)

Overt Activities of the Pressure Group-January through March, 1944.

During the first three months of 1944, the pressure group made
ebout a dozen attempts to get the Negotliating Committee out of the
stockade and force the Coordinating Committee to step down. For
instance, in January, they contacted Mr. Robertson, an Asslistant
Project Director, and asked him to intercede for them with My, Best
in an attempt to get the Negotiating Committee out of the stockade.
Mr. Robertson spoke to a group of the detainees, among whom was Mr.
Kuratoml. The detainees promised that 1f several members of the
Negotiating Commlttee werse released for only a few days they would
bring the camp back to order. Robertson took up the matter with
Best, but Best would not hear of 1t. A month later, in mid -February
the pressure group made a bolder bid for recognition, sending a

AGpall v & catpie A
letterAto Mr. Schmldt, Head of Internal Security, requesting that
the sdministration dissolve the Coordinating Committee, let the
"minority," as they termed themselves, bring the camp back to 2
normal state and release the men detalned in the stockade. Again
the administration took no action.

Anonymous Pamphlet to Propagandize New Arrivals from Manzanar

In late February, when a large contingent of segregees arrived

from Menzanar, some part of this underground group produced a long

Contd. of the camp and at one time intended to move the most aggresslve
from p. 3. part of the population there.
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Attlitudes ne Camp Resldents - January through March, 1944

The attitudes expressed durling this perlod were conditloned
the resldents, Individually and as a group, were
st11l torn between two conflicting patterns of behavior. The
pattern was the aggressive, anti-administratlive behavlior

L

»d in the upsurge of October-November, 1943. The second
pattern was the abandonment of aggresslon and the acceptance of
defeat entalled in giving up the deadlock or the status guo and
returning to work. It should be emphaslzed that this second
pattern, willingness to return to work, did not imply an appreclable

Fa

lessenlng of resentment toward the administration. Many, in fact
probably most, of the residents whom the administratlon looked upon
as "moderates" and considered on its slde were almost as hostile to
administration and the Coordinating Commlittee as the members
he pressure group. Therefore, S difference between
the two points of view was that the followers of the flrst pattern
held out for the continuance of overt resistance to the administra-

tion and the followers of the second pattern, tired of the strilct

\rmy rule, bored by the long period of unemployment and misslng

their £16.00 monthly pay checks sorely, wished to abandon overt
resistance and return to work.
Moreover, the first pattern, established in October-November,
was st1ll so powerful that many residents were obliged to
and talk in accordance with it even though they might think
differently. If thls is not kept clearly in mind, many of the

attitudes expressed by informants appear inconsistent and

paradoxical,




The residents lived in an atmosphere of fear. If they
behaved in any way which could be construed as cooperatlon with
the adminlstre , they were in danger of general publlc con-
demnation, and probable violence from the pressure group and 1its

voclferous supporters, Though many realdents desire
L L o J

-

sd to return to work, they did not
do so would make them appear to be pro-administration.”
significant evidence that th large group of less aggresslve
s still feared and consegquently was dominated to some
attitudes of the group which had been ostensibly defeated in
tion,

e path of behavior was to return to work ¢ < gripe
about the camp cont 1s, denounce the dogs or = pigeons, and
the administratlive aborators
Committee, and denounce the fence-sitters and
imerica." The vituperative tirades in which almost everyone in-
dulged served two purposes. They relieved the sense of humilisatio
resentment and frustration and they camouflaged the fact that one
had returned to work, 3 had assisted the administration.

one denounced the 8N Ce Ltel and people "loyal to America

1oudly enocugh, one uld not be accused of belonging in that cate -
v = ’ L= &

reater number of residents had become definitely
jesired an end of the hardship and discord of the
underlying attitudes of hostility to the

administration and the Coordinating Committee, and the necessity
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of continulng to conform to many of the attltudes which developed

in October-November, 1943, were of great assistance to the pressure

’
ET" ou 1"1 .

-

relative Positions of the Pressure Group and the

1+t

It is apparent that during thls period, two comparatlively
small groups were competing for the control of
underground pressure g p whi labored under Army
trative disapproval; (& Coordinating Committee
position by the grace Army and the administration.
body of the camp's population did not support either of these two
small opposing groups in an organized or militant manner. The
important point 1is that most of the resldents wers hostile to

garded members as persons

E
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the Coordinating Committee and re
who had betrayed the peop he administration., By this attl-
tude they unconsclously assisted and strengthened the pressure

group. The Intensity his hostility was only a matter of

3
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gree. more aggressive persons who voted

status qu sented the Coordinating

predisposed he same attitudes as

group. The less aggressive "pro-status quo" voters did not
support the extreme views of the persons they called "radicals"
and were of the opinion that there had been enough trouble in

-

camp. Nevertheless, they also resented the Coordinating Committee

greatly. Most of the persons who voted "anti-status quo" also

1ooked upon the Coordinating Committee as inu, &s persons who had

o

betrayed the people to the administratlon. In short, almost ev




except the small group of the Committee's Ilmmedlate
supporters, regarded the Committee with attitudes which ranged from

Asoned Y e Crly

great hostillty to suspiclon. Though e e
were indisposed to any overt antil-administrative activity, they
were extremely negativistic to any pro-administrative activity and
were ready to fall back on passive reslistance to any proposal

springing from the administration. This attltude also was of

great assls e to the pressure group.

Disillusionment, Apathy and Fear

Many residents were heartily sick of the presence of the Army,
1@ strict rule, the curfew, and especially of the economlc hard-
the period of status quo. Attitudes like that of Mr,
he wanted was peace and to be left
vere common.
imoto's brother stated:
"Let us roam around here
Nobody llkes trouble. If they

us like human belngs and not 11}
i:]“". ll =

L= ]

Okamoto sald:

Xperience
n't want

"I'm sure that they (the peop X good e
(learned a legson) in the last three months and do
any trouble

Many of the residents were discouraged and belleved that
nothing could be > to reconcile the conflicting oplnions in camp
or improve the situation. Mr. Yamaguchl bewalled the extreme
factionalism in camp, ! ng that there were people for the status

1

quo and agalns ) tatus oF:| here were people who

o
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Il'w.
obvlious why
attitude toward the fence-sitters is paradoxical because most
of the people exp 1g 1t were fence-sltters themselves, and
certalnly did not wis : forced to leave Tule Lake. When it
is understood, however, at this expresslon was a defense
a ans of showlng that one was not a fence-sitter, and
& behavior pattern in ghiclh st everyone
t is not inconsi
group, which everyone denounced,

idual viewpolnt. To the

x mo s *thod ox¥mest ' : d
M Gl /
d‘: \ anyone who d1ld pot wish to return, ;to Japan immedlately was

wa, &
America." A—persan Wwho dld not wish to return to Japan

AT B . & y
however, woul

lenounce the
refer to them as the people
they did not wish to move.
course that he was not "loyal to America" would denounce those
persons in Tule Lake who had answered "Yes-Yes" on thelr military
stiommaire. In short, everybody denounced the people who

osed to be "loyal to America" but no one cculd be found in
in
entire camp who would admit that he himself belonged/this

The concept of who the inu were also varied. Inu, (dog)

will be remembered, was the term applied to stool-pigeons or
formers, Japanese who lnformed on thelr fellow residents to the

~

inistration or the Army. Certain men like Nr. A uski, chair-

32 1 ™ L 3 g - > A ] 3 *Wa L o
man of the Coordinating Committee I amatani, who had steppe
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3tensibly modest position of mansger of the Co-og‘s R

to membership on the Coordinating Committee and the

were regarded as inu by almost everyone but the

lssion, inu

group of their immediate supporters and friends. Yamatani,

ldentally, was widely reputed to have been a "big shot" in the
influence behind hls comparatively lnconse-

quential position. He was also reputed to control gamblling houses.

Takahashi who had run the gamut from a leader of the Dalhyo

’
advisor to the Coordinating Committee, was also ranked as
one of the camp's worst inu. A group of about six to a dozen men
were therefore regarded as dogs of undoubted authenticity, and
were known in camp parlasnce as "number one iﬁﬁi'” Some of these men,
l1ike Yamatani, who denounced the leaders of the Negotlatling Com-
mittee to the FBI, were stool-pigeons. Most, however, were not.
the composition of which varied with each
individual resident, was suspected of lnu-llke activitles, but
since they did not hold such prominent positlons or were more
circumspect in their behavior, they did not incur.such widespread
hatred. %hun,‘btmnw who made an incautious statement which could
be interpreted as pro-administration 1n tone, or who critici
the ”qdl#»tors:” come under suspiclion of beling
immediate circle or in his block. So great was the fea
icion under which the people lived that no one could be sure
whom he could trust. Most of the residents believed that a casual
joking remerk made before a stranger in the latrine or in the mess
hall might be reported to the administration or to the Army and

might result in imprisonment in the stockade.
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"It is known throughout the camp that the inu gave
the Negotiating Committee."

Coordinating Committee, he sald:

: seven are several people whose record is
that T even flatly refuse to talk to them."

denounced the officers he C p as adminls-
tive collaborators:

e " . .
'he dministration 1ls making use

are very much hand-1in-hand

Almost unanimously, the opinion was expressed that the Yes
America" people should be forced to leave Tule
Svaryantl hort, wanted the amorphous "loyal to America"
to get out, but no one could be found who admlitted that
they belonged in this group. Mr. Okamoto, who voted against the
status quo, did not want any more trouble in camp and consequently
would be classed as "loyal" by the pressure group and the pro-
was quletly certaln that he belonged in the
America" group. He stated:
"I'm

sure the removal of the Yes-Yes would be a

'S
19

r hene M«
good thing.

o

group of C > officers, who were widely accused by

sidents as being "loyal to America"

ge

group to which they were commonly alle

mixture of No-No's and Loyals in here is one of
the main causes for trouble. g policy of the WRA was
trouble from the beginning. The loyal people are trouble-
some . "
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a very asctive part in stirring up the violence

in the shooting and

are numerous

the underground group may
sxperienced agltato: In the Assembly Centers and
Centers, where these men had previously resided, they had become
noted for their violent antl-American sentiments and for their
to involve themselves in any agltating move-
with open arms by the pressure

nowaerful behind-the-scenes leadership

conceal from the administration and, to a

Resegregatlon

In late March the pressure group made its first attempt to

gain resegregation.l A letter was sent to Attorney General

1. In late January, Mr. Best received an anonymous letter which
very probably came from a member of this group. This letter
proposed that "the administration devise a plan whereby the camp
be divided in two, in order to avold posslble flare-up or conflict
and to preserve order." Mr. Best pald no attention to thls
letter, regarding it as springing from a radical status-quo
supporter or supporters, This letter is the first expression of
the idea that the camp be divided into two groups, (a) pro-status
quo residents; (b) anti-status quo residents.
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(1) The present discord in camp was a disgrace to true "Japanese
subjects" at Tule Lake who were being observed by Japan's enemies
and should be done away with; (2) The present conditions in Tule
Lake made it impossible for them to educate thelr children for
1ife in Japan; (3) The cooperative and harmonious actlon of

those residents who sincerely desired repatriation and expatria-

tlion would expedite the chances of another exchange ship. The7

statdaeat also haid that tha WRA a on had sanctioned

the circulation of the petition.

On April 24,'the leaders of the group sent a petition to
the Spanish Consul, requesting him to contact "the Japanese
Imperial Government immedlately for the purpose of" conveyling
their desire for "immediate repatriation." They also stressed
their alleged deep devotlion to Japan, stating that "all the
petitioners have decided to give up everything, materials and
manpower, to the country we love so dearly . . . . at this time
of national emergency." On May 30, they sent the Consul a much

longer statement, appending the names of 6,500 signers of the

1. The flowery "Japanesy" language of the Engllsh translation of
this statement is difficult for the unpracticed reader to under-
stand. The sections transposed above follow:

"], We are observed by all the enemy subjects, and, because
our every act shall really affect the greatest influence to our
father country, we should always have to act carefully so that
honor of Japanese subjects shall not be ashamed. Accordlngly,
we have to keep away from such a disgraceful behaviors as to
fight each other among brother, and we have to sweep away the
present discord.

2, Though it is very important for us and our children to be
disciplined in proportion to the organization of our father
country, it is impossible to expect such an education under these
conditions as in the mingle with objectlonable elements.

3. The cooperation and harmonization of those who applied for
repatriation or expatriation and who desire earnestly to catch




- 95,

re -
petition,/stating thelr reasons for desiring resegregation.

They stated that their sole intent was "to be included in the
priority on the next exchange vessel to Japan. . . . . Further,

we wish to resegregate whereby we Japanese with same thoughts and
1deals of mutual understanding can prepare and walt for sald order

of repatriation." Both of these communications to the Consul were

signed by Mr, Akashi, Mr. Matsudas, Mr. Ono, Mr. Miyamoto and Mr.
Shishido,. /- (e ey PN OVSRSWAS
g

At beginning of chapter glve
bhistories of Ono Miyamoto and
Shishido. Matsuda and Akashi
already noted.

React ion of the Residents to the Petitlon

This petitlon threw the camp into a great state of turmoil
and confusion. To begin with, the people were not certain whether
the petition had authority or not, whether resegregation would be
carried out or not or who was behind the petition. Many inform-
ants, however, guessed that 1t sprang from an underground pro-
status quo group. In some quarters, the rumor spread that those
who d1d not sign might not be allowed to return to Japan. Argu-
ment for and against the petition raged. DBeatings were reported.

The reason for this turmoil and conflict was that the

oup held that only those willing to expatriate or

repatriate immedlately were worthy of resegregation and that

the first chance of the exchange ship will be a help to recover
smoothly the exchange ship which is brought to a standstill at

present. 2
Fortunately, WRA 1s in advocate for our earnest petition.




He added, however:

"I think it's better if the loyal group go out so that
we could stay Eere peacefully. Otherwise, we don't get
settled down."

A moderate, intelligent Nisel girl expressed almost 1ldentical

sentiments:

"We came here for the same reason. . . . . I don't
think there 1s any point in separating No-No's and re-
patriates. . . . . I think the Yes-Yes should be taken
out of camp . . . . That's what everybody is saying."

Fujimoto voiced the suspicion that the petition was a
"radical goon-squad business." They are just a minority who
feel that they have to make a name for themselves so they'll be

when
honored/they get back to the old country." He stated that he
had ignored the petition because it had no official approval,
He added, however:

"The only segregation the colonists are in favor of
is the segregation of the Yes-Yes from the No-Nos. The
majority don't care 1if there's any distigction made at all
between the No-Nos and the repatriates.”

M. a nisel, who had taken an active part as member of the

Daihyo Sha Kai, disapproved strongly of the group which put for-

ward the petition. He felt they were showing off and causing
trouble just when conditions in camp were beginning to improve.

"They put a thing like that out and they are putting
people against each other. They just mix the people up. . .
Why not get organized."

A young Nisei girl expressed the wish that the 1nstigators

of the petition would stop, because she didn't want any more

trouble or demonstrations in camp.5

1..3b%4., pe82; 2
3. Ibld., p. 29; 4
6. Ibid., p. 17.
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Yemeguchi, an ex-internee from Leupp, stated that the petl-
tion was reviving the status quo 1issue.

"Naturally, the status quo is still underground. . . .
If this kind of petition is allowed, thousands of petlitlons
will come out in the future. We'll never have any peace.
Some werds didn't get any names. Some wards tore 1t down."

He pointed out that if the group loyal to America got out
of camp, it would help a great deal, "but only half way." On
the other hand, if an exchange ship would come, the people would
have hope and the restlessness in camp might stop. Yamaguchil hed
a very low opinion of the motives of Mr. Akashi:

"He (Akashi) thinks this is the best time to segregate
the Japanese on the first or second boat. . . . . He thinks
1f he tries to segregate two or three Japanese 1in this
center, that make him very popular in Japan.

"A friend of mine went to see him and asked him, 'If
you do this petition, what will be the result'? He (Okashi)
answered* 17111 do it enyway. I don't care about the
result.'"l

Lo
Mr. Oishi, a sincere Tepatriate, disepproved very strongly

of the petition, ehiefly because of the leaders behind it and the

menner in which it was presented to the people:

"I objected to the petitien. I couldn't sign it. I
disapproved because I see their dolngs are from a very. .
narrow viewpoint . . . . They're trying to parrow 14
Trepatriation¥ dmem to only those who have signed the
petition. . . . . Their minds arg too narrow.

"Another point I objected when) (the petitien)
was brought up, no clear-cut explanation was made. It was
given to the pecople in a haphazard mapner. . . . . I would
not sign my name to anything unless I know thoroughly what
1t means."

"Many now regret signing the petition. They mey have
been afraid. . . . . I think they should bave explalned
1t so thoroughly that even a child could understand 1t.
Their attitude was, 'Take it or leave it.' It was too much
of a high-pressure group."

lo Ibi.do’ ppo 15"16.
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Mr. Oishl, however, stressed that further segregation was

imperative. If this were not done, the trouble "will come to a

head. The only other way i1s to have the Army continually patrol
the camp." He was also against segregating No-Nos from the

repatriates:

"Whoever said No must be considered as Japanese . . .
the only thing we ask 1s that those who openly said Yes be
removed from the camp. It may split the families. A son
may have said No and a father Yes . . . . Regardless of
whegher it splits the family or not, we want them (the Yes-
Yes) out."

Mrs. Matsuda, one of the actlive members of the pressure group
denounced the "loyal" to America and accused them of coming to
Tule Lake to escape the draft. She repeated the martyr-like aims

of the group to which the general population of the camp was so

unreceptive:

"Since we came here we call ourselves the real expatri-
ates and repatriates seeking to go back to Japan and be with
her in everything, win or lose, as her subjects . . . . We
don't care which wins or loses. We're going to Japan.

"We can't act like true Japanese subjects because there

are so many elements here.

When asked how her group planned to distinguish between
those who truly wished to repatriate and those who d1d not, Mrs.
Matsuda ignored the question and said wlth great emotion:

"We might be given a bad place to live. We say (to
the people)'would you go?' They say, 'Yes, we'll die there
as Jaganese.

The guys who won't say Yes to this are the guys who

are going to stay here!
"It's not our business to worry about the other people
. « « They didn't stick up for us in the crisls (the

November difficulties and the status quo vote).?

l. Ibid., pp. 3, 18-19,
8. ToLd., pp. 9-13.
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formal organlzation, however. Merely signing the petition made
one a member of the group.
It 1s Interesting that for many months after the circula-

tion of the petition the pressure group and its supporters were

commonly called pro-stetus quo people, It was not until four

months later, in early August, that the expression "preo-status
Ay o
quo™ wae~vinbusdly) dropped from the camp vocabulary and Resegre-

gatlion Group was substituted. Byebivetettmesnobpdpewes-referring
toulenvdwstabue-quo’ peoplevanysmore. The 1ssue had come to be

between the Resegregation Group and 1its strong supporters, who
numbered less than 3,000 people, and the remaining inhabitants

of the camp, who had no organization whatever.




L. ADDITIONAT DATA

The rroup of five men who signed this petition and the later letter

£ g A i £

s Mor t® applicants (for reseg-

to the Consul oslled themse lves
pregation) residing in this center" and also the "Resegregation Committee 2
They were Samsi Akashii, Gentaro Ono, Shigeru Matsuds, Yaichiro Miyamoto and
Shunichi Shishido] A1l were issei and they appear to have been men
willing to stick out their moks for the good of the ocause,

I believe they also addregsed the letter to M yer written early in
July,##d asking for considerstion for the Regegreratdfonists. In any
onse, four of them, Ono, Miyamoto, Shishido and “atsuda signed the letter
whioh the Resegregetionists sent to Myer on Sept. 4, pointing out the
AMRAAFrenxyhex 1ax ity of tie looan] administration in not giving the
Resezregstion Group Myer's snswer to the Jpuly letter until late Auguste.
(Hankey, Notes, Sept. 15, 1944, p. 1)

Akashi, after his prominence in the March=-April petition became one of

leaders

the minor ®»Afimexd/of the Resegregation Group, Ono, one of the alleged
members of the Poston &lique remained an important sdvisor, Matsuda wag
very sctive as sdvisor to the Young Men's Organization and wddismx mfrothe

organizer of the pgroup's newspaper, Miysmoto) was secretary to the adult

Resegregation Group. I don't know what Shishido did or what happened to him.
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Note:

The attached document was referred to at length in
the meeting of August 30 which dealt with the question
of resegregation., The gist of this meeting has been
reported by Mr. Black, Assistant Project Director, who
functioned as Chairmen. Among those present were the
signers of the attached document and, in addition to the
Chalrman, Messrs. Wells, Campbell and the Analyst. The
document indicates some of the desires and arguments of
the group with whom they met. It does not, however,
cover thelr ratlonalizations and motivations, which of
course are not herein stated. An analysis of the latter
topics is being attempted at the present time.
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cannot 1deally harmonize with" and gave three reasons for the
application for resegregation: (1) As Japanese subjects they must
"sweep away the present discord; (2) Their children could not re-
celve a proper education in camp and "mingle with the objectionable
elements"; (3) "Cooperation and harmonization of those who applied
for repatriation or expatriation" would assist in speeding the
arrival of the exchange ship. This statement also sald that "WRA
i1s in advocate for our earnest petition,"

On May 30, Akashl, and five other members who called themselves
the Resegregation Committee sent a long letter to Franclsco de Amat,
the Spanish Consul stating thelr aims and desires as resegregation-
i{sts and appending the names of the 6,500 persons who had signed
the petition, They stated their sole intention was "to be included
in the priority on the next exchange vessel to Japan. . . .
Further, we wish to resegregate whereby we Japanese with same
thoughts and ideals of mutual understanding can prepare and walt
for said order of repatriation, They listed the reasons for desir-
ing segregation as follows:

%

We, the applicants who were mostly and have been transferred
from other centers had come with a hope that this was one and true
segregated camp. However, it has come to our attention that there
are hundreds of residents in this center whose status are still
uncertain, such as: loyal citizens of the United States who should
enter the Army or relocate outside to help the Government; loyal
citizens who came here merely by family ties who do not desire
repatriation or expatriation; persons who are taking advantage of

this center as more or less for safety--one in their bellefs to
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evade draft calls; persons who do not wish to return to Japan until

the war is over, etc.
= N
Whereas we are observed and considered by American Authority
as the enemy subjects, and, because our every act shall really
affect the greatest influences to our mother country, our actions
must always be so that the honor of Japanese subjects shall not be
disgraced. Accordingly, we must keep away from such shameful
behaviors that of fighting among brothers, and to bring about
mutual understanding.
i
Thereby, wilth mixtures of such people living in one center
together, will be the fundamental cause for disturbance and rest-
lessness in a long period, which add another accusation to WRA
policy by Dies Committee, Race-balting politlclans and professional
patriotic organizatlions,
4
Whereas, it is very important for us and our children to be
disciplined in accordance to the organizations of our mother
country. The education of our children and their problems of the
future is utmost important. It 1s impossible to expect such educa-
tion under present conditions.
5

The Re-segrees, if granted to live in a separately established

area, will guarantee full cooperation with center officlals in keep-

ing peace and harmony within that area,




The Re-segregation will tend to lessen the burdens of Center
0fficlals for the maintenance of peace and harmony within and also,
shall be easier to deal with in all dally problems,

P 2

OQur request for lmmediate repatriation and our re-segregation
might bring one step forward to convince the Japanese Government
to reconsider the exchange of natlonals which has been brought to
a standstill at present.

NOW THEREFORE, we wish to forward the complete lists of sald
applicants with stated reasons mentioned above.

Respectfully submitted for your special considerations, We:

Representatives:
Sanzo Akashi
Gentaro Ono
Shigeru Matsuda
Yalchiro Miyamoto
Shunichi Shishide

The camp was thrown into a turmoil, In some quarters the
rumor spread that those who did not sign might not be allowed to
return to Japan, Some persons, believing it would influence

exchange signed the names of their dependents, so the 6,500

signatures should not be regarded as all adults, Argument for and

against signing the petition raged., Beatings were reported. The
administration became extremely alarmed, Mr. Best was contacted
but gave no help. Mr. Black, feellng that the petltloners had
betrayed him by "going ahead miik on their own initiative and

starting this "return to Japan rumpus"l issued the following

1. Ibid.' p.




