
CHAPTER I V. 3 

The I ncept i on of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup 

Thi s i s t o be pr eceded by a 
br i ef  r esume of  t he genesi s 
of  some of  t he at t i t udes 
whi ch devel oped dur i ng t hi s 
per i od and whi ch f i r s t  appear -
ed at  t he t i me of  t he i nci dent  
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The nucl eus of  what  was l at er  t o become known as t he Resegr e-

gat i on Gr oup was f or med by a compar at i vel y smal l  number  of  t enaci ous 

suppor t er s of  t he November , 1943, upr i s i ng. These per sons had been 

among t he st r ongest  adher ent s of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee and t he 

st at us quo, t he deadl ock or  par t i al  st r i ke whi ch pr evai l ed f r om t he 

ent r ance of  t he Army on November  4, 1943, t o t he r ef er endum vot e of  

J anuar y 11, 1944. The ent r ance of  t he Ar my, the ar r est  of  t hei r  

l eader s , t he gr adual  wi t hdr awal  of  camp suppor t  f r om t hei r  ant i -

admi ni st r at i ve st and, t he i ncr easi ng number  of  ar r est s , and t he 

r ef er endum vot e whi ch br ought  t he st at us quo t o an end, l ef t  t hese 

i ndi vi dual s smar t i ng wi t h r esent ment  and humi l i at i on over  t hei r  

l ost  cause. Some of  t he gr oup, pr obabl y many of  t hem, had r el at i ves i j  

or  f r i ends det ai ned i n t he st ockade f or  whose r el ease t hey agi t at ed 

const ant l y. 

For  t hei r  def eat  t hi s gr oup bl amed t he J apanese who had not  

suppor t ed them and espec i al l y t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee whi ch had 

r epl aced t he Dal hyo Sha Kal  as t he "r epr esent at i ves of  t he peopl e." 

Resent ment  was f ocused upon t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee. I t s members 

wer e cal l ed i nu and f ence- s i t t er s , wer e accused of  bei ng l oyal  t o f  

Amer i ca and of  havi ng r emai ned i n Tul e Lake because t hey had i mpor tant  
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key posi t .i ons1 t hr ough whi ch t hey wer e pr of i t i ng by gr af t i ng.  ̂

The peopl e who had vot ed agai nst  mai nt ai ni ng t he st at us quo,' 

whi ch compr i sed hal f  t he camp, wer e l abel ed spi nel ess , weak- kneed, 

pr o- admi ni st r at i on, f ence- s i t t er s , and, l i ke t he Coor di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee, wer e accused of  bei ng l oyal  t o Amer i ca. I n t r ut h, 

t he gr eat  pr opor t i on of  t he r esi dent s of  Tul e Lake, even many 

of  t he more voci f er ous members of  t he pr essur e gr oup, wer e f ence-

s i t t er s . Many had come t o Tul e Lake wi t h no cl ear - cut  i nt ent i on 

of  goi ng t o J apan and some admi t t ed t hi s f r ankl y bef or e t he r i se 

of  ant i - f ence- si t t i ng f eel i ng i n camp made t hi s expr essi on 

danger ous. Then i t  became obl i gat or y t o denounce t he f ence-

s i t t er s , t he Yes- Yes and anyone who behaved as i f  he wer e "l oyal  

t o Amer i ca."3 

The subj ect s of  t he 
"f ence- s i t t er " and t he 
enormous gap bet ween 
po l i t i cal  l oyal t y and 
l i p- ser vi ce l oyal t y 
wi l l  be descr i bed i n 
det ai l  supr a and must  
be r eemphasi zed I nf r a. 
St at us quo, Yes- Yes 
wi l l  be t r eat ed i n such 
det ai l  supr a t hat  a 
r ef er ence wi l l  pr obabl y 
be suf f i c i ent  her e. 

Af t er  t he def eat  of  t he st at us quo by t he r ef er endum of  

J anuar y 11, t hi s smal l  gr oup of  di e- har d suppor t er s of  t he 

def eat ed s i de went  under gr ound, mai nt ai ned cont act  wi t h each 

ot her , and devot ed t hemsel ves wi t h gr eat  ener gy t o di sc r edi t i ng 

1. A key posi t i on was a j ob ent ai l i ng consi der abl e i mpor t ance and 
pr es t i ge. The men i n Ci vi c Or gani zat i ons, t he Co- op o f f i cer s , t he 
Head of  Housi ng, t he var i ous for emen of  di v i s i ons ar e exampl es. 
2.  The gr eat er  par t  of  t hese accusat i ons wer e qui t e f al s e. How-  .. 
ever  much of  t he act i ve par t  i n br eaki ng t he st at us quo was t aken 
by t he men i n key pos i t i ons . 
3. Ref er ence i nf r a and supr a. 



t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee and t o obt ai ni ng the r el ease of  t he 

det ai nees, par t i cul ar l y t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee. I t  shoul d be 

r emember ed t hat  t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee was al so at t empt i ng t o 

br i ng about  st ockade r el eases at  t hi s t i me and, consequent l y, 

t hi s was anot her  sour ce of  conf l i ct  and compet i t i on. ' 

St i gmat i zi ng t hei r  opponent s as "l oyal  t o Amer i ca," "un-

J apanese" and admi ni st r at i ve col l abor at or s , t he pr essur e gr oup 

adopt ed or  pr of essed t o adopt  t he ent i r el y opposi t e at t i t ude. 

They voi ced f anat i c l oyal t y t o J apan, st at ed t hat  t hey wer e wi l l -

i ng t o sac r i f i ce al l  t hey had t o t he ser vi ce of  t he Emper or  and 

i ns i st ed t hat  t hey wi shed t o r et ur n t o J apan as soon as possi bl e 

t o ass i st  her  at  t hi s t i me of  c r i s i s . Thei r  expr essi ons t ook on 

an ever - i ncr easi ng pr o- J apanese nat i onal i s t i c t one. I t  shoul d 

al so be not ed t hat  t hey hat ed Mr . Best  bi t t er l y , al l egi ng t hat  he 

had bet r ayed t he Negot i at i ng Commi t tee and decei ved t he peopl e. 

To a var yi ng degr ee t hey were j oi ned i n t hi s l at t er  at t i t ude by 

most  of  t he camp r es i dent s . 

Fr ust r at ed t hr ough J anuar y, Febr uar y and Mar ch of  1944 i n 

t hei r  at t empt  t o obt ai n t he r el ease of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t tee 

and r eopen t he st at us quo i ssue, t hi s under gr ound pr essur e gr oup 

t hen concei ved t he not i on t hat  t he onl y way t o r esol ve t hei r  

di f f i c ul t i es was t o separ at e t hemsel ves and al l  t he r esi dent s of  

l i ke opi ni on f r om t hat  sect i on of  t he popul at i on whom t hey coul d 

not  i nf l uence and consequent l y coul d not  domi nat e. They suggest ed 

t o t he admi ni st r at i on t hat  t hey and al l  who t hought  as t hey di d 

shoul d be moved i nt o one sect i on of  Tul e Lake whi l e al l  ot her  

r es i dent s shoul d be moved i nt o another.- '-  They expl ai ned and 

1. I n December  of  1943, t he Army f enced of f  War d VI I  f r om t he r est  

/¡> U  -  A,' 
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A j us t i f i ed t hi s desi r e f or  r esegr egat i on on t he gr ounds t hat  t hey 

wer e t r ul y "l oyal  t o J apan" and wi shed t o r epat r i at e at  t he f i r s t  

oppor t uni t y, and t her ef or e coul d not  l i ve wi t h per sons who (sai d 

t he pr essur e gr oup) wer e ei t her  "l oyal  t o Amer i ca" or  had not  

made up t hei r  mi nds whi ch count r y t o be l oyal  t o . 

Because of  i t s ant i - admi ni st r at i ve agi t at i ng ac t i v i t i es , 

t he under gr ound pr essur e gr oup was subj ect  t o t he const ant  t hr eat  

of  ar r est  and conf i nement  i n t he st ockade. Consequent l y, i t  was 

f or ced t o r emai n under gr ound and i t s members car ef ul l y conceal ed 

t hei r  i dent i t y f r om t he admi ni s t r at i on. Ac t i v i t i es wer e car r i ed 

on wi t h gr eat  caut i on. The gr oup wor ked ei t her  anonymousl y or  

used onl y one per son as spokesman, a per son whose ar r est  woul d 

not  weaken t hem numer i cal l y. 

® ��-  I n l ate\  Mar ch, t he pr essur e gr i up made i t s f i r s t  maj or  

at t empt  t o i ni t i at e r esegr egat i on. phey r ecei ved\ per mi ssi on 

f r om t he admi ni st r at i on t o c i r cúl at el a pet i t i on foV* t he si gna-

t ur es of  t hose per sons who wi shed t o (r epat r i at e and(. expat r i at e 

i mmedi at el y wi t h t he expr ess pr ovi s i on, however , t hat  "t he sur vey 

be made wi t hout  commi tment  on t he par t  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on." 

The camp was t nr own i nt o a t ur moi l . 4 l t l l 0Ug t l  t t l e pr essur e gr oup 

cl ai med 6,500 s i gnat ur es , gener al  campj  opi ni on was agai nst  t he 

movement  becaus|B t he r es i dent s , as a whol e, di d not  wi sh t o 

L i  \  commi t  t hemsel ves i r r evocabl y t o r et ur a t o J apan under l  t he 

l eader shi p of  a¿ under gr ound gr oup whoi4 t hey t er med "r adi c al s ." 

When t he admi ni st r at i on became consci ous of  t he di st ur bance t he 

pet i t i on was caus i ng, Mr . Bl ack i ssued ja st r ong st at ement  denyi ng 

^  ̂ t hat  t he pet i t i on had any aut hor i t y or  Aut hent i c i t y . T i e pr essur e 

gr oup, however , pr oceeded st ubbor nl y t o send t he names of  i t s 

H H H n n mm n -MMfflMffife  üüii  i  i  / 
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6,500 si gnees t o/t he Spar ŝh Consul  add asked hi m t o i nf or m t he 

J apanese Gover nment  t j w t hese per sons des i r ed i mmedi at e exnat r l a-

t i on and r ppat r l aUr on. Af t er  Ur e st at ement  f /om t he admi ni st r at i on, 

publ i c i nt er es t / i n t he pet i t i on di ed down âpi dl y , al t j *bugh many 

per sons cont i nued t o expr ess t he opi ni on t hat  t he r e êgr egat i on 

i ssute wou Â cont i nue t o be a sour ce f f  t r oubl e an /̂conf l i c t  i n camp. 

(Case Hi st or i es her e) 

Over t  Ac t i v i t i es of  t he Pr essur e Gr oup- J anuar y t hr ough Mar ch. 1944. 

Dur i ng t he f i r s t  t hr ee mont hs of  1944, t he pr essur e gr oup made 

about  a dozen at t empt s t o get  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee out  of  t he 

st ockade and f or ce t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee t o st ep down. For  

i nst ance, i n J anuar y, t hey cont act ed Mr . Rober t son, an Ass i st ant  

Pr oj ect  Di r ec t or , and asked hi m t o i nt er cede f or  t hem wi t h Mr . Best  

i n an at t empt  to get  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t tee out  of  t he st ockade. 

Mr . Rober t son spoke t o a gr oup of  t he det ai nees , among whom was Mr . 

Kur at oml . The det ai nees pr omi sed t hat  i f  sever al  members of  t he 

Negot i at i ng Commi t tee wer e r el eased f or  onl y a f ew days t hey woul d 

br i ng t he camp back t o or der . Rober t son t ook up t he mat t er  wi t h 

Bes t , but  Best  woul d not  hear  of  i t . A month l at er , i n mi d- Febr uar y 

t he pr essur e gr oup made a bol der  bi d f or  r ecogni t i on, sendi ng a 
¿̂(/vvxjCL 6M C^̂ TM-  ̂ U ^M 

l et t er /\ t o mA Schmi dt , Head of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y , r equest i ng t hat  

t he admi ni st r at i on di ssol ve t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee, l et  t he 

"mi nor i t y ," as t hey t er med t hemsel ves, br i ng t he camp back t o a 

nor mal  st at e and r el ease t he men det ai ned i n t he st ockade. Agai n 

t he admi ni st r at i on t ook no ac t i on. 

Anonymous Pamphl et  t o Pr opagandi ze New Ar r i val s f r om Manzanar  

I n l at e Febr uar y, when a l ar ge cont i ngent  of  segr egees ar r i ved 

f r om Manzanar , some par t  of  t hi s under gr ound gr oup pr oduced a l ong 

Cont d. of  t he camp and at  one t i me i nt ended to move t he most  aggr essi ve 
f r om p. 3. par t  of  t he popul at i on t her e. 

�a««« Han HH OB|  nanpg. ay H BBB H 
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anonymous pamphl et  whi ch was di s t r i but ed secr et l y t o t he new 

ar r i val s . The mot i ve, of  cour se, was t o wi n t he Manzani t es t o 

t he si de of  t he pr essur e gr oup. The pamphl et  depl or ed t he i n-

def i ni t e st at us of  t he younger  t r ansf er ees and compl ai ned t hat  no 

act i on had been t aken by t he Amer i can gover nment  "as t o t he 

l egi s l at i ve act i on of  denounci ng c i t i zens hi p." "Non- c l ar i f i cat i on 

of  st at us" i t  s ai d, "i s t he r oot  of  al l  t he cent er  t r oubl es up t o 

dat e." The I mper i al  Government  of  J apan, t he pamphl et  al l eged, 

had made a s t i f f  pr ot est  at  t he t i me of  t he ent r ance of  t he Army 

i nt o Tul e Lake, s t i pul at i ng t hat  unl ess t he Army wi t hdr ew bef or e 

J anuar y 15, "r ec i pr ocal  r et al i at i on wi l l  be made t o t he Amer i can 

p r i 3 o n e r s . T h e l anguage used t owar d t he admi ni st r at i on and 

t owar d t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee was vi t uper at i ve i n t he ext r eme. 

The new ar r i val s were i nf or med t hat  t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee 

had conspi r ed wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on i n a "s i ni s t er  pl ot " t o 

f r ust r at e t he des i r es of  t he r esi dent s and cal l ed t he Commi t tee 

"gambl er s, boot l egger s, shamel ess egoi s t s , or  t he so- cal l ed money 

maker s of  t he Cent er ." 

The ext r eme J apanese nat i onal i s t i c t one of  t hi s pamphl et  and 

i t s emphasi s on st at us ar e decept i ve. The mai nspr i ng of  t he 

pr essur e gr oup's mot i vat i ons i s r eveal ed i n t he denunci at i ons of  

t hei r  opponent s, t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee, who, accor di ng t o 

t he pr essur e gr oup, conspi r ed wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on agai nst  t he 

wel f ar e of  the r es i dent s of  Tul e Lake. The Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee 

1. I t  i s most  unl i kel y t hat  t he J apanese gover nment  made any such 
st at ement . Thi s f al l ac i ous not i on, t hat  t he J apanese gover nment  
was about  t o t ake st er n measur es t o ass i s t  t he r esi dent s of  Tul e 
Lake was one of  t he chi ef  comfor t s of  t he l ess r eal i s t i c evacuees, 
who, v i sual i zi ng t hemsel ves as per secut ed by t he Uni t ed St at es 
gover nment , cl ung t o t hi s chi mer i cal  hope of  assi st ance f r om J apan 
as t hei r  l ast  st r aw. 



and i t s suppor t er s had f r us t r at ed t he des i r e of  t he members of  t he 

pr essur e gr oup t o make a pl ace f or  t hemsel ves i n Tul e Lake. 

Whi l e st at us as i nt er nees was des i r abl e because i t  woul d 

of f er  saf et y f or  t he dur at i on of  t he war , l  t he exagger at ed 

emphasi s put  upon i t  was l ar gel y an at t empt  of  t he pr essur e gr oup 

t o assume a set  of  at t i t udes and behavi or  whi ch woul d set  t hem 

of f  as f ar  as poss i bl e f r om t he t ype of  ac t i v i t y of  whi ch t hey 

accused t hei r  opponent s who had di spossessed them of  t he oppor -

t uni t y t o gai n pr est i ge and pr omi nence. Yamaguchi , who had vot ed 

agai nst  t he st at us quo, s t at ed t hat  i f  he sai d t oo much agai nst  

t he st at us quo, he woul d "be t he f i r s t  one t o get  a t wo- by- f our ."  ̂

(To "get  a t wo- by- four  meant  t hat  he woul d be wayl ai d and beat en 

wi t h c l ubs , f or  whi ch t wo- by- f our s f ur ni shed t he best  avai l abl e * 

mat er i al ) . To t hi s f ear  of  appear i ng t o behave i n a manner  con-

t r ar y t o t he accept ed camp st andar d was added t he f ear  of  ar r est  

by t he Array and det ent i on i n t he st ockade. Ar r est s wer e s t i l l  

bei ng made dur i ng t hi s per i od. No one knew when a nei ghbor  mi ght  

i nf or m on hi m, shoul d he make a "r adi c al " st at ement . The r es i dent s 

wer e i n a di f f i c u l t  pos i t i on. I f  t hey made an i ncaut i ous st at ement  

whi ch coul d be i nt er pr et ed as pr o- admi ni st r at i on, gener al  publ i c 

di sappr oval  awai t ed t hem. I f  t hey made a st at ement  agai nst  t he 

admi ni st r at i on or  spoke f avor abl y of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, 

some l nu mi ght  denounce them to t he Army and t hey woul d be ar r est ed 

1. I t  shoul d be kept  i n mi nd t hat  many of  t he camp r es i dent s di d - v* 
not  connect  i nt er nee st at us or  r enunc i at i on of  c i t i zenshi p wi t h a  ̂
depor t at i on. Though i t  was necessar y t o conf or m wi t h t he pr evai l -
i ng at t i t ude and st at e t hat  one wi shed t o go back t o J apan as soon 
as poss i bl e, many l ooked upon i nt er nee st at us as a cer t ai n met hod 
of  r emai ni ng i n camp unt i l  t he end of  t he war , at  whi ch t i me t hey 
woul d agai n be al l owed t o make a choi ce of  goi ng t o J apan or  r e-
mai ni ng i n Amer i ca -  c i t e Wakayama and Nakamur a i f  necessar y. 
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At t i t udes of  t he Camp Resi dent s -  J anuar y t hr ough Mar ch, 1944 

The at t i t udes expr essed dur i ng t hi s per i od wer e condi t i oned 

by t he f act  t hat  t he r es i dent s , i ndi v i dual l y and as a gr oup, wer e 

s t i l l  t or n bet ween t wo conf l i c t i ng pat t er ns of  behavi or . The 

f i r s t  pat t er n was t he aggr ess i ve, ant i - admi ni st r at i ve behavi or  

est abl i shed i n t he upsur ge of  Oct ober - November , 1943. The second 

pat t er n was t he abandonment  of  aggr essi on and t he accept ance of  

def eat  ent ai l ed i n gi v i ng up t he deadl ock or  t he st at us quo and 

r et ur ni ng t o wor k. I t  shoul d be emphasi zed t hat  t hi s second 

pat t er n, wi l l i ngness t o r et ur n to wor k, di d not  i mpl y an appr eci abl e 

l esseni ng of  r esent ment  t owar d t he admi ni st r at i on. Many, i n f act  

pr obabl y most , of  t he r es i dent s whom t he admi ni st r at i on l ooked upon 

as "moder at es" and consi der ed on i t s si de were al most  as host i l e t o 

t he admi ni st r at i on and the Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee as t he members 

of  t he pr essur e gr oup. Ther ef or e, t he chi ef  di f f er ence bet ween 

t he two poi nt s of  vi ew was t hat  t he f ol l ower s of  t he f i r s t  pat t er n 

hel d out  f or  t he cont i nuance of  over t  r esi st ance t o t he admi ni st r a-

t i on and t he f ol l ower s of  t he second pat t er n, t i r ed of  t he st r i c t  

Army r ul e, bor ed by t he l ong per i od of  unempl oyment  and mi ssi ng 

t hei r  $16.00 mont hl y pay checks sor el y, wi shed t o abandon over t  

r esi st ance and r et ur n t o wor k. 

Mor eover , t he f i r s t  pat t er n, est abl i shed i n Oct ober - November , 

1943, was s t i l l  so power f ul  t hat  many r esi dent s wer e obl i ged t o 

behave and t al k i n accor dance wi t h i t  even t hough t hey mi ght  t hi nk 

di f f er ent l y . I f  t hi s i s not  kept  c l ear l y i n mi nd, many of  t he 

at t i t udes expr essed by i nf or mant s appear  i nconsi st ent  and 

par adoxi cal . 



The r esi dent s l i ved i n an at mospher e of  f ear . I f  t hey 

behaved i n any way whi ch coul d be const r ued as cooper at i on wi t h 

t he admi ni st r at i on, t hey wer e i n danger  of  gener al  publ i c con-

demnat i on, and pr obabl e vi ol ence f r om t he pr essur e gr oup and i t s 

voci f er ous suppor t er s. Though many r es i dent s des i r ed peace and 

wi shed t o r et ur n t o wor k, t hey di d not  dar e t o say so openl y. To 

do so woul d make t hem appear  to be pr o- admi ni st r at i on. Thi s i s 

s i gni f i cant  evi dence t hat  t he l ar ge gr oup of  l ess aggr essi ve 

r esi dent s s t i l l  f ear ed and consequent l y was domi nat ed t o some ext ent  

by t he at t i t udes of  t he gr oup whi ch had been ost ensi bl y def eat ed i n 

t he el ec t i on. 

The saf e pat h of  behavi or  was t o r et ur n t o wor k qui et l y , gr i pe 

about  t he camp condi t i ons , denounce t he dogs or  st ool  pi geons, and 

t he admi ni st r at i ve col l abor at or s as per soni f i ed by t he Coor di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee, and denounce t he f ence- si t t er s and the peopl e "l oyal  t o 

Amer i ca." The vi t uper at i ve t i r ades i n whi ch al most  ever yone i n-

dul ged ser ved two pur poses. They r el i eved t he sense of  humi l i at i on, 

r esent ment  and f r ust r at i on and t hey camouf l aged t he f act  t hat  one 

had r et ur ned to wor k, i . e . , had ass i s t ed t he admi ni st r at i on. I f  

one denounced t he "f ence- s i t t er s" and peopl e "l oyal  t o Amer i ca" 

l oudl y enough, one coul d not  be accused of  bel ongi ng i n t hat  cat e-

gor y. 

Whi l e t he gr eat er  number  of  r es i dent s had become def i ni t el y 

unmi l i t ant  and desi r ed an end of  t he har dshi p and di scor d of  t he 

st at us quo per i od, t hei r  under l yi ng at t i t udes of  hos t i l i t y t o t he 

A admi ni st r at i on and t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee, and t he necessi t y 

1 As Mr s. Okamoto expr essed i t : "The peopl e went  back t o wor k 
ver y qui et l y . They don't  say anyt hi ng al oud, i b i d . , p. ö . 

• mm mm:  • • HBHB H • H 
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A of  cont i nui ng t o confor m to many of  t he at t i t udes whi ch devel oped 

i n Oct ober - November , 1943, wer e of  gr eat  assi st ance t o t he pr essur e 

gr oup. 

The Rel at i ve Posi t i ons of  t he Pr essur e Gr oup and t he Coor di nat i ng 
Commi t tee 

I t  i s appar ent  t hat  dur i ng t hi s per i od, two compar at i vel y 

smal l  gr oups were compet i ng f or  t he cont r ol  of  t he camp: (1) t he 

under gr ound pr essur e gr oup whi ch l abor ed under  Army and admi ni s-

t r at i ve di sappr oval ; (2) t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee whi ch hel d i t s 

posi t i on by t he gr ace of  t he Army and t he admi ni st r at i on. The 

body of  t he camp's popul at i on di d not  suppor t  ei t her  of  t hese t wo 

smal l  opposi ng gr oups i n an or gani zed or  mi l i t ant  manner . The 

i mpor t ant  poi nt  i s t hat  most  of  t he r esi dent s wer e host i l e t o 

9 t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee and r egar ded i t s members as per sons 

who had bet r ayed t he peopl e t o t he admi ni st r at i on. By t hi s at t i -

t ude t hey unconsci ousl y ass i s t ed and st r engt hened t he pr essur e 

gr oup. The i nt ens i t y of  t hi s hos t i l i t y was onl y a mat t er  of  

degr ee. The more aggr essi ve per sons who vot ed t o mai nt ai n t he 

st at us quo r esent ed t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee gr eat l y and wer e 

pr edi sposed to t he same at t i t udes as t hose hel d by t he pr essur e 

gr oup. The l ess aggr essi ve "pr o- st at us quo" vot er s di d not  

suppor t  t he ext r eme vi ews of  t he per sons t hey cal l ed "r adi cal s " 

and wer e of  t he opi ni on t hat  t her e had been enough t r oubl e i n 

camp. Never t hel ess, t hey al so r esent ed t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee 

gr eat l y . Most  of  t he per sons who vot ed "ant i - st at us quo" al so 

l ooked upon t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee as i nu, as per sons who had 

bet r ayed t he peopl e t o t he admi ni st r at i on. I n shor t , al most  ever y 
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r es i dent , except  the smal l  gr oup of  t he Commi t t ee's i mmedi ate 

suppor t er s, r egar ded t he Commi t tee wi t h at t i t udes whi ch r anged f r om 
% Ctr r̂�SZé 

gr eat  host i l i t y t o suspi c i on. Though t h o g r e a t  n u mb o r  o f  p e o p l e 

were i ndi sposed t o any over t  ant i - admi ni st r at i ve act i v i t y , t hey 

were ext r emel y negat i v i st i c t o any pr o- admi ni st r at i ve act i vi t y and 

were r eady t o f al l  back on passi ve r esi st ance t o any pr oposal  

spr i ngi ng f r om t he admi ni st r at i on. Thi s at t i t ude al so was of  

gr eat  assi st ance t o t he pr essur e gr oup. 

Di s i l l us i onment , Apat hy and Fear  

Many r esi dent s wer e hear t i l y si ck of  t he pr esence of  t he Ar my, 

t he st r i c t  r ul e, t he cur f ew, and especi al l y of  t he economi c hard-

shi ps of  the per i od of  st at us quo. At t i t udes l i ke t hat  of  Mr . 

Fuj i mot o, who st at ed t hat  al l  he want ed was peace and t o be l ef t  

al one, were common. 

Fuj i mot o's br ot her  st at ed: 

"Let  us roam ar ound her e and f eed us t hr ee t i mes a day. 
Nobody l i kes t r oubl e. I f  t hey (t he admi ni st r at i on) t r eat  
us l i ke human bei ngs and not  l i ke dogs, nobody st ar t s ki ck-
i ng . "1 

Mr . Okamoto sai d: 

"I 'm sur e t hat  t hey (t he peopl e) had a good exper i ence 
(l ear ned a l esson) i n the l ast  t hr ee months and don't  want  
any t r oubl e."  ̂

Many of  t he r esi dent s wer e di scour aged and bel i eved t hat  

not hi ng coul d be done t o r econci l e t he conf l i ct i ng opi ni ons i n camp 

or  i mprove t he s i t uat i on. Mr . Yamaguchi  bewai l ed t he ext r eme 

f act i onal i sm i n camp, st at i ng t hat  t her e wer e peopl e, f or  t he st at us 

quo and agai nst  t he st at us quo, t hat  t her e were peopl e who j ust  

1. I b i d . , Febr uar y 1, 1944, p. 14; Mar ch, 1944, p. 
2. I b i d . , Mar ch, 1944, p. 36. 

• I • 
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cl i dn11 l i ke t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee and di d not  car e about  t he 

st at us quo one way or  anot her / and t hen t her e wer e t he gangst er s, 

by whom he meant  t he st r ong- ar m hoodl ums.1 

The di s i l l us i onment  and apat hy expr essed by many i nf or mant s 

di d not  i nhi bi t  t hei r  sense of  gr i evance or  t hei r  compl ai nt s. 

Gr i pes about  t he f ood, t he poor l y equi pped l at r i nes , t he gr af t  

pur por t ed t o be i ndul ged i n by t he admi ni st r at i ve per sonnel  and 

by t he hi gh- r anki ng members of  t he Co- op, wer e hear d ver y f r equent -

l y . The conser vat i ve bl ock manager , Mr . Okamot o, st at ed t hat  t he 

cent r al  Bl ock Manager  meet i ngs consi st ed of  not hi ng but  compl ai nt s 

about  gr i evances whi ch t he peopl e wi shed t he Bl ock Manager s t o t ake 

up wi t h t he WRA.2 

I t  shoul d be emphasi zed t hat  dur i ng t hi s per i od, t he r esi dent s 

wer e l i v i ng i n a st at e of  gr eat  t ensi on and f ear . The f ear  of  

behavi ng i n a manner  whi ch woul d cause one t o be r egar ded as pro-

admi ni st r at i on or  as "l oyal  t o Amer i ca" was ver y st r ong. Thi s 

woul d r esul t  i n soc i al  ost r aci sm or , i n a st r ong st at us- quo bl ock, 

i n v i o l ence. 

Wi despr ead Denunci at i on of  t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee, t he I nu 
t he Yes- Yes and Per sons "Loyal  t o Amer i ca." ' 

Of  gr eat  assi st ance t o t he pr essur e gr oup was t he wi despr ead 

ant i pat hy t o t he Coor di nat i ng . Commi t tee and an equal l y wi despr ead 

compul si on t o denounce an i l l - def i ned gr oup of  r es i dent s whose 

behavi or  was supposed to be s i mi l ar  t o t hat  of  t he Coor di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee, e . g . , t he i nu or  st ool - pi geons, t he Yes- Yes, the f ence-

s i t t er s , and per sons al l eged t o be "l oyal  t o Amer i ca." These 

1. I bi - d., p. 56. 
2. T b i d . , p. 35. 
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denunci at i ons were usual l y f ol l owed by t he st at ement , "The' i nu, 

t he Yes- Yes and t he "l oyal " peopl e have t o get  out  of  camp." 

Whi l e i t  i s obvi ous why t he peopl e want ed t o get  r i d of  t he I nu, 

t he at t i t ude t owar d t he f ence- si t t er s i s par adoxi cal  because most  

of  t he peopl e expr essi ng i t  wer e f ence- si t t er s t hemsel ves, and 

cer t ai nl y di d not  wi sh t o be f or ced t o l eave Tul e Lake. When i t  

i s under st ood, however , t hat  t hi s expr essi on was a def ense 

mechani sm, a means of  showi ng t hat  one was not  a f ence- s i t t er , and 

a compl i ance wi t h a behavi or  pat t er n I n whi ch al r fost  ever yone was 

par t i c i pat i ng, i t  i s not  i nconsi st ent  .l x̂f r e composi t i on of  thj f r  

gr oup, whi ch ever yone denounced, var i ed accor di ng t o t he 

i ndi v i dual  vi ewpoi nt . To t he most  or t hodox 
jjjlm  "dH** 

uce 

jp anyone who di d not  wi ,sh t o r et ur n j t o J apan i mmedi at el y was 
I+4K.  vow 

"l oyal  t o Amer i ca." A., per son vmo di d not  wi sh t o r et ur n t o J apan 

i mmedi at el y, however , woul d denounce t he "l oyal s " al most  as f ur i ous 

l y but  mi ght  r ef er  t o them as t he peopl e who r emai ned i n Tul e Lake 

j ust  because t hey di d not  wi sh t o move. An Ol d Tur ef n, êr cai n 

of  cour se t hat  he was not  "l oyal  t o Amer i ca" woul d denounce t hose 

per sons i n Tul e Lake who had answer ed "Yes- Yes" on t hei r  mi l i t ar y 

quest i onnai r e. I n shor t , ever ybody denounced t he peopl e who wer e 

supr .osed t o be "l oyal  t o Amer i ca" but  no one coul d be f ound i n i n 

t he ent i r e camp who woul d admi t  t hat  he hi msel f  bel onged/t hi s 

gr oup. ĵ  The concept  of  who t he i nu wer e al so var i ed. I nu, (dog) 

i t  wi l l  be r emember ed, was t he t er m appl i ed t o st ool - pi geons or  

i nf or mer s, J apanese who i nf or med on t hei r  f el l ow r esi dent s t o t he 

admi ni st r at i on or  t he Ar my. Cer t ai n men l i ke Mr . Ak i t usk i , chai r -

man of  t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee, or  Mr . Yamat ani , who had st epped 
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f r om t he ost ens i bl y modest  pos i t i on of  manager  of  t he Co- o -̂ s-

f i s h mar ket , t o member shi p on t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee and t he 

Fol i ce Commi ssi on, wer e r egar ded as i nu by. al most  ever yone but  t he 

smal l  gr oup of  t hei r  i mmedi at e suppor t er s and f r i ends . Yamat ani , 

i nc i dent al l y , was wi del y r eput ed t o have been a "bi g shot " i n t he 

Co- op, maski ng hi s i nf l uence behi nd hi s compar at i vel y i nconse-

quent i al  pos i t i on. He was al so r eput ed t o cont r ol  gambl i ng houses 

Mr . Takahashl , who had r un t he gamut  f r om a l eader  of  t he Dal hyo 

Sha t o advi sor  t o t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee, was al so r anked as 

one of  t he camp's wor st  i nu. A gr oup of  about  s i x t o a dozen men 

wer e t her ef or e r egar ded as dogs of  undoubt ed aut hent i c i t y , and 

wer e known i n camp par l ance as "number  one i nu . " Some of  t hese men 

l i ke Yamat ani , who denounced t he l eader s of  t he Negot i at i ng Com-

mi t t ee t o t he F BI , wer e st ool - pi geons. Most , however , wer e not . 

x &J C 

A l ar ger  gEawp of  men, t he composi t i on of  whi ch var i ed wi t h each 

i ndi v i dual  r es i dent , was suspect ed of  i nu- l i ke ac t i v i t i es , but  

s i nce t hey di d not  hol d such pr omi nent  pos i t i ons or  wer e more 

ci r cumspect  i n t hei r  behavi or , t hey di d not  i ncur .such wi despr ead 

hat r ed. Anyone who made an i ncaut i ous st at ement  whi ch coul d 

be i nt er pr et ed as pr o- admi ni st r at i on i n t one, or  who c r i t i c i zed 

t he "agi t at o r s , " mi ght  come under  suspi c i on of  bei ng a "dog" i n 

hi s i mmedi at e c i r c l e or  i n hi s bl oc k . So gr eat  was t he f ear  and 

suspi c i on under  whi ch t he peopl e l i ved t hat  no one coul d be sur e 

whom he coul d t r us t . Most  of  t he r es i dent s bel i eved t hat  a casual  

j ok i ng r emar k made bef or e a st r anger  i n t he l at r i ne or  i n t he mess 

hal l  mi ght  be r epor t ed t o t he admi ni s t r at i on or  t o t he Army and 

mi ght  r esul t  i n i mpr i sonment  i n t he st ockade 
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e gr oup made t  use of  t hi s f ear . Any 

i ndi v i dual  or* grouip who cr ossed them was i mmedi at el y br anded i nu.  ̂

Si nce ver y f ew r es i dent s quest i oned t he r umor s, a man's r eput at i on 

coul d be r ui ned i n shor t  or der  by a few whi sper ed r emar ks J  

The Fuj  i rnoto f ami l y was st r ongl y agai nst  t he "r adi c al s " and 

had vot ed agai nst  t he st at us quo. Fuj i mot o hi msel f  dec l ar ed 

hi msel f  l oyal  t o Amer i ca i n Sept ember  of  1944 and r el ocat ed. 

When onl y hi s f ami l y was pr esent , however , Fuj i mot o's br ot her , who 

shar ed hi s v i ews , denounced t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee and i t s 

chai r man, Mr . Ak i t suk i  wi t h gr eat  bi t t er ness : 

"That  bunch i s a bunch of  i nus and Ak i t suk i  i s t he 
bi ggest  i nu of  t hem a l l . He' l l  pr obabl y get  hi s br ai ns 
beat  out  one of  t hese days . 

Fuj i mot o hi msel f  accused t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee of  bei ng 

l oyal  t o Amer i ca: 

"One hundr ed per cent  of  t he i nu ar e t he ' l oy al ' bunch. 
I  woul dn't  be sur pr i sed i f  Ak i t suk i  and al l  t hat  bunch ar e 
l o y a l . "3 

He al so r ant ed agai nst  t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee and "t he 

men behi nd i t " as a c l i que of  po l i t i c i ans , cooper at i ng wi t h t he 

admi ni st r at i on "who had al ways been her e, " i . e . , wer e ol d r es i dent s 

of  Tul e L ak e. 4 L i ke many of  t he r es i dent s , he made di spar agi ng 

and i nsul t i ng r emar ks about  Mr . Bes t . 

Mr . Oi s hi , who gave no suppor t  t o t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, 

expr essed s i mi l ar  at t i t udes . St r ess i ng t hat  t he "l oyal " peopl e 

wer e i nu and t hat  t hey must  be got t en out  of  camp, he s t at ed: 

1. See cont r over sy wi t h Tsuda, p . 
2. R. Hankey, Not es, Mar ch, 1944, p . 8. 
3. I b i d . , p. ' 40. 
4. I b i d . , p. 40. 
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"I t  i s known t hr oughout  t he camp t hat  t he I nu gave 
away t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee." 

Of  t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee, he sai d: 

"Among t hose seven ar e sever al  peopl e whose r ecor d i s 
so bl ack t hat  I  even f l at l y r ef use t o t al k t o t hem." 

He al so denounced t he of f i cer s of  t he Co- op as admi ni s-

t r at i ve col l abor at or s: 

"The admi ni st r at i on i s maki ng use of  t he peopl e i n t he 
Co- op. They ar e ver y much hand- i n- hand wi t h t he admi ni st r a-
t i on now."̂ -

Al most  unani mousl y, t he opi ni on was expr essed t hat  t he Yes- Yes 

and t he "l oyal  t o Amer i ca" peopl e shoul d be f or ced t o l eave Tul e 

Lake. Ever yone, i n shor t , want ed t he amorphous "l oyal  t o Amer i ca" 

peopl e t o get  out , but  no one coul d be f ound who admi t t ed t hat  

t hey bel onged i n t hi s gr oup. Mr . Okamot o, who vot ed agai nst  t he 

st at us quo, di d not  want  any more t r oubl e i n camp and consequent l y 

woul d be cl assed as "l oyal " by t he pr essur e gr oup and t he pro-

st at us quo peopl e, was qui et l y cer t ai n t hat  he bel onged i n t he 

"di s l oyal  t o Amer i ca" gr oup. He st at ed: 

"I 'm sur e t he r emoval  of  t he Yes- Yes woul d be a 
good t hi ng. 

A gr oup of  Co- op o f f i cer s , who wer e wi del y accused by bot h 

pr o and ant i - st at us quo r esi dent s as bei ng "l oyal  t o Amer i ca" 

and Yes- Yes denounced t he gr oup t o whi ch t hey wer e commonl y al l eged 

t o bel ong: 

"The mi xt ur e of  No- No's and Loyal s i n her e i s one of  
t he mai n causes f or  t r oubl e. Thi s pol i cy of  t he WKA was 
t r oubl e from, t he begi nni ng. The l oyal  peopl e ar e t r oubl e-
s ome. " 

1. I b i d . , pp. 14- 15. 
2. I b i d . , p. 36. 
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"I  t hi nk t hey j ust  t hi nk t hey are not  one of  us ." 
"We don !t  speak the same l anguage." 
"We cal l  them weat her  wat cher s. 1 

Mr s. Okamoto al so echoed t he "be J apanese" t hes i s , so 

st r ongl y emphasi zed by t he pr essur e gr oup: 

"The peopl e (i n Tul e Lake) ar e f or get t i ng t he 
Uni t ed St at es now. They say, 'We ar e J apanese.' 

Mr . Aki t suki  al so st at ed t hat  t he Yes- Yes shoul d be r e-

moved f r om camp. 

Synt hesi s of  Gener al  Gamp At t i t udes -  J anuar y- Mar ch. 1944. 

I t  i s appar ent  t hat  f rom J anuar y t hr ough Mar ch, 1944, t he 

gr eat  number  of  camp r es i dent s ei t her  wer e sympat het i c t o some 

of  t he at t i t udes of  t he under gr ound pr essur e gr oup or  t hat  t hey 

gave them l i p- ser vi ce. Thi s does not  i mpl y, however , t hat  t hey 

gave t he pr essur e gr oup over t  suppor t . 

The pr essur e gr oup ai med at : 

(1) Br i ngi ng back t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, by whi ch 
t hey hoped t o r egai n t he domi nant  posi t i on t he gr oup 
hel d i n November , 1943. 

(2) Br i ngi ng about  t he downf al l  of  t he Coor di nat i ng Com-
mi t t ee. To accompl i sh t hi s t hey poi nt ed out  t hat  i t s 
members were i nu, "l oyal  t o Amer i ca," Ye s- Yes, money-
maker s . 

(3) Segr egat i on of  t hose who s i ncer el y wi shed t o r epat r i at e 
f r om t hose who di d not . 

As j us t i f i cat i on f or  i t s ac t i v i t i es , t he pr essur e gr oup 

pai nt ed i t sel f  and i t s f ol l ower s as "t r ue J apanese," and l abel ed 

i t s opposer s "l oyal  t o Amer i ca." The members emphasi zed t hei r  

1. I b i d . , pp. 20- 21. 
2. I b i d . , Febr uar y, 1944, p. 9. 



¡sir 

I 

-  17 -

des i r e t o behave l i k e J apanese and t hei r  need f o r  a separ at e 

pl ac e of  r es i denc e so t hat -  t hey mi ght  pur sue "t r ue J apanes e" 

behav i o r  unhamper ed by t he pr esence of  per sons "l o y a l  t o 

Amer i c a"; i n ac t ua l i t y , anyone who opposed t hem or  d i f f er ed 

f r om t hem i n opi ni on. 

The gener al  camp r es i dent s shar ed some of  t hese at t i t udes 

and pr et ended t o shar e many of  t hem. I t  does not  appear  t hat  

t hi s was a mat t er  of  i ndoct r i nat i on by t he pr essur e gr oup. 

The hal f  of  t he camp's popul at i on whi ch had vot ed t o mai nt ai n 

t he st at us quo was pr edi sposed t o emot i onal  denunci at i on of  t he 

Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee; some of  t hem, no doubt , s t i l l  f el t  

l oyal t y to t he Negot i at i ng Cor i imi t tee. However , i t  i s doubt f ul  

i f  even t hey wer e par t i cul ar l y di sposed t o segr egat i on or  t hat  

t hey woul d wel come i t . The r emai ni ng hal f  of  t he popul at i on 

whi ch had deser t ed t he cause of  t he st at us quo was l ess i ncl i n-

ed t o wel come t he r et ur n of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t tee as camp 

l eader s , but  sympat hi zed wi t h them because of  t hei r  det ent i on. 

Though few of  them wer e mi l i t ant l y ant i - st at us quo, t hey appear  

t o have f al l en i n compl et el y wi t h t he concept  of  t he Coor di nat i ng 

Commi t tee as a scapegoat , and ener get i cal l y denounced t he Com-

mi t t ee and an i l l - def i ned gr oup i n camp as "l oyal  to Amer i ca," 

i nu, or  f ence- s i t t er s . The Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee ser ved as a 

f ocus f or  t hi s hos t i l i t y . The st r engt h of  t hi s at t i t ude among 

non- st at us quo suppor t er s,and t he i ncr easi ng momentum i t  was 

t o gai n i n l at er  mont hs, i ndi cat es t hat  i t  was not  expr essed 

� ent i r el y because of  f ear  of  i ncur r i ng t he hos t i l i t y of  t he 

st r ong st at us quo suppor t er s, but  because i t  was t he pr evai l i ng 

H 
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at t i t ude. As f or  segr egat i on, however , t hi s unmi l i t ant  gr oup 

shar ed al most  none of  t he ent husi asm of  t he pr essur e gr oup. 

They al l  wer e wi l l i ng t o say t hat  t he i l l - def i ned "Yes- Yes" gr oup 

shoul d get  out  of  camp, but  t hey di d not  want  t o move t hemsel ves. 

They pr ef er r ed t o be l et  al one. 

The Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee was consci ous of  i t s ext r emel y 

pr ecar i ous pos i t i on, not  onl y wi t h i t s st r ong opponent s, but  i n 

t he eyes of  t he gener al  publ i c . Thi s i s I ndi cat ed by t hei r  

f r equent  at t empt s t o r es i gn. Mi ss I wohar a sai d on Febr uar y 1, 

"The peopl e say t hat  we'r e i nu.111 

Gr oup St r engt hened by Addi t i on of  Exper i enced Agi t at or s 

I n Mar ch, t hi s compar at i vel y smal l  gr oup of  ext r emel y di s-

gr unt l ed per sons was augment ed and gr eat l y st r engt hened by t he 

addi t i on of  a number  of  men who ent er ed t he camp wi t h t he 

Manzanar  segr egees and by a number  of  par ol ees r el eased f r om 

Sant a F e . 2 One of  t hese men was Mr . Yamashi t a, a par ol ee f r om 

Sant a Fe, who i s r eput ed t o have i nt r oduced i nt o t he gr oup a 

cl i que of  segr egees f r om Post on who had ass i st ed Yamashi t a i n 

hi s agi t at i ng ac t i v i t i es i n t hat  cent er . Anot her  l eader , who, 

however , kept  hi msel f  wel l  i n t he backgr ound was Mr . Ki r a f r om 

Manzanar . 

Gi ve Yamashi t a 
case hi st or y 
her e. 

Gi ve Ki r a case 
hi st or y her e. 

1. I b i d . , p. 25. 



Mr . Ki r a t ook a ver y act i ve par t  I n s t i r r i ng up t he vi ol ence 

dur i ng t he Manzanar  r i ot  whi ch cul mi nat ed i n t he shoot i ng and 

deat h of  t wo (? ) .evacuees by t he mi l i t ar y . Hi s compl i c i t y i n 

t hi s agi t at i on never  became known t o t he aut hor i t i es . An ex-

cel l ent  i nf or mant  st at ed t hat  Ki r a had been l eader  of  a gang of  

t oughs i n Ter mi nal  I s l and bef or e evacuat i on and t hat  he had 

mai nt ai ned.a s i mi l ar  gang i n Manzanar . Ther e ar e numer ous 

i mpl i cat i ons t hat  he es t abl i shed t he same t ype of  t er r or i s t i c 

or gani zat i on i n Tul e Lake. 

These new l eader s of  t he under gr ound gr oup may be t er med 

exper i enced agi t at o r s . I n t he Assembl y Cent er s and Rel ocat i on 

Cent er s , wher e t hese men had pr evi ous l y r es i ded, t hey had become 

not ed f or  t hei r  v i o l ent  ant i - Amer i can sent i ment s and f or  t hei r  

consummat e abi l i t y t o i nvol ve t hemsel ves i n any agi t at i ng move-

ment . They wer e wel comed wi t h open arms by t he pr essur e gr oup 

and soon assumed a power f ul  behi nd- t he- scenes l eader shi p whi ch 

t hey at t empt ed t o conceal  f r om t he admi ni st r at i on and, t o a 

l esser  ext ent , f r om t he J apanese r es i dent s . 

The Akashi  Pet i t i on f or  Resegr egat i on 

I n l at e Mar ch t he pr essur e gr oup made i t s f i r s t  at t empt  t o 

gai n r es egr egat i on.1 A l et t er  was sent  t o At t or ney Gener al  

1 I n l at e J anuar y , Mr . Best  r ecei ved an anonymous l et t er  whi ch 
ver y pr obabl y came f r om a member  of  t hi s gr oup. Thi s l et t er  
pr oposed t hat  "t he admi ni s t r at i on dev i se a pl an wher eby t he camp 
be di v i ded i n t wo, I n or der  t o avoi d poss i bl e f l ar e- up or  c onf l i c t  
and t o pr eser ve o r der ." Mr . Best  pai d no at t ent i on t o t hi s 
l et t er , r egar di ng i t  as spr i ngi ng f r om a r adi c al  st at us- quo 
suppor t er  or  suppor t er s . Thi s l et t er  i s t he f i r s t  expr ess i on of  
t he i dea t hat  t he camp be di v i ded i nt o t wo gr oups, (a) pr o- st at us 
quo r es i dent s ; (b) ant i - st at us quo r es i dent s . 
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(1) The pr esent  di scor d i n camp was a di sgr ace t o t r ue "J apanese 

subj ect s* at  Tul e Lake who wer e bei ng obser ved by J apan's enemi es 

and shoul d be done away wi t h; (2) The pr esent  condi t i ons i n Tul e 

Lake made i t  i mpossi bl e f or  t hem t o educat e t hei r  chi l dr en f or  

l i f e i n J apan; (3) The cooper at i ve and har moni ous act i on of  

t hose r es i dent s who s i ncer el y des i r ed r epat r i at i on and expat r i a-

t i on woul d expedi t e t he chances of  anot her  exchange shi p. They 

st at ement  al so t hat  WRA a dm ot i t i si on had sanct i oned 

t he c i r cul at i on of  t he pet i t i on. 

On Apr i l  24,Vt he l eader s of  i he gr oup sent  a pet i t i on t o 

t he Spani sh Consul , r equest i ng hi m t o cont act  "t he J apanese 

I mper i al  Government  I mmedi at el y f or  t he pur pose of * conveyi ng 

t hei r  des i r e f or  "i mnedi at e r epat r i at i on.11 They al so st r essed 

t hei r  al l eged deep devot i on t o J apan, s t at i ng t hat  "al l  t he 

pet i t i oner s have deci ded t o gi ve up ever yt hi ng, mat er i al s and 

manpower , t o t he count r y we l ove so dear l y . . . . at  t hi s t i me 

of  nat i onal  emer gency." On May 30, t hey sent  the Consul  a much 

l onger  st at ement , appendi ng t he names of  6,500 si gner s of  t he 

1. The f l ower y "J apanesy" l anguage of  t he Engl i sh t r ansl at i on of  
t hi s st at ement  i s di f f i c ul t  f or  t he unpr act i ced r eader  t o under -
s t and. The sect i ons t r ansposed above f ol l ow: 

"1. We ar e obser ved by a l l  t he enemy subj ec t s , and, because 
our  ever y act  shal l  r eal l y af f ec t  t he gr eat est  i nf l uence t o our  
f at her  count r y, we shoul d al ways have t o act  car ef ul l y so t hat  
honor  of  J apanese subj ect s shal l  not  be ashamed. Accor di ngl y, 
we have t o keep away f r om such a di sgr acef ul  behavi or s as t o 
f i ght  each ot her  among br ot her , and we have t o sweep away t he 
pr esent  di scor d. 

2. Though i t  I s ver y i mpor t ant  f or  us and our  chi l dr en t o be 
di sc i pl i ned i n pr opor t i on t o t he or gani zat i on of  our  f at her  
count r y, i t  i s I mpossi bl e t o expect  such an educat i on under  t hese 
condi t i ons as i n t he mi ngl e wi t h obj ect i onabl e el ement s. 

3. The cooper at i on and har moni zat i on of  t hose who appl i ed f or  
r epat r i at i on or  expat r i at i on and who desi r e ear nest l y t o cat ch 
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r e -

pet i t i on,/ s t at i ng t hei r  r easons f or  des i r i ng r esegr egat i on. 

They st at ed t hat  t hei r  sol e i nt ent  was "t o be i ncl uded i n t he 

pr i or i t y on t he next  exchange vessel  t o J apan Fur t her , 

we wi sh t o r esegr egat e wher eby we J apanese wi t h same t hought s and 

i deal s of  mut ual  under st andi ng can pr epar e and wai t  f or  sai d or der  

of  r epat r i at i on." Bot h of  t hese communi cat i ons t o t he Consul  wer e 

si gned by Mr . Akashi , Mr . Mat suda, Mr . Ono, Mr . Mi yamot o and Mr . 
Shi shi do,. ' 

At  begi nni ng of  chapt er  gi ve 
hi s t or i es of  Ono Mi yamot o and 
Shi shi do. Mat suda and Akashi  
al r eady not ed. 

React i on of  t he Resi dent s t o t he Pet i t i on 

Thi s pet i t i on t hr ew t he camp i nt o a gr eat  st at e of  t ur moi l  

and conf us i on. To begi n wi t h, t he peopl e wer e not  cer t ai n whet her  

t he pet i t i on had aut hor i t y or  not , whet her  r esegr egat i on woul d be 

car r i ed out  or  not  or  who was behi nd t he pet i t i on. Many i nfor m-

ant s , however , guessed t hat  i t  spr ang f r om an under gr ound pr o-

st at us quo gr oup. I n some quar t er s , t he rumor  spr ead t hat  t hose 

who di d not  si gn mi ght  not  be al l owed t o r et ur n t o J apan. Ar gu-

ment  f or  and agai nst  t he pet i t i on r aged. Beat i ngs wer e r epor t ed. 

The r eason f or  t hi s t ur moi l  and conf l i c t  was t hat  t he 

*r oup hel d t hat  onl y t hose wi l l i ng t o expat r i at e or  

r epat r i at e i mmedi at el y wer e wor t hy of  r esegr egat i on and t hat  

t he f i r s t  chance of  t he exchange shi p wi l l  be a hel p r̂ e c o v e r  
smoot hl y t he exchange shi p whi ch i s br ought  t o a s t ands t i l l  at  

P r e S 0F o r t unat el y , VtfRA i s i n advocat e f or  our  ear nest  pet i t i on.» 
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He added, however : 

" I  t hi nk i t ' s bet t er  I f  t he l oyal  gr oup go out  so t hat  
we coul d st ay her e peacef ul l y . Ot her wi se, we don't  get  
set t l ed down.""*-

A moder at e, i nt el l i gent  Ni sei  gi r l  expr essed al most  i dent i cal  

sent i ment s: 

"We came her e f or  t he same r eason I  don't  
t hi nk t her e i s any poi nt  i n separ at i ng No- No's and r e-
pat r i at es I  t hi nk t he Yes- Yes shoul d be t aken 
out  of  camp . . . . That 's what  ever ybody i s s ay i ng.*2 

Fuj i mot o voi ced t he suspi c i on t hat  t he pet i t i on was a 

"r adi cal  goon- squad busi ness.11 They ar e j ust  a mi nor i t y who 

f eel  t hat  t hey have t o make a name f or  t hemsel ves so t hey ' l l  be 
when 

honor ed/t hey get  back t o t he ol d count r y ." He st at ed t hat  he 

had i gnor ed t he pet i t i on because i t  had no o f f i c i al  appr oval . 

He added, however : 

"The onl y segr egat i on t he col oni st s ar e i n f avor  of  
i s t he segr egat i on of  t he Yes- Yes f r om t he No- Nos. The 
maj or i t y don't  car e i f  t her e's any di s t i nc t i on made at  al l  
bet ween t he No- Nos and t he r epat r i at es ."* 

M. a n i s ei , who had t aken an act i ve par t  as member  of  t he 

Dai hyo Sha Kai , di sappr oved st r ongl y of  t he gr oup whi ch put  f or -

war d t he pet i t i on. He f el t  t hey wer e showi ng of f  and causi ng 

t r oubl e j ust  when condi t i ons i n camp wer e begi nni ng t o i mpr ove. 

"They put  a t hi ng l i ke t hat  out  and t hey ar e put t i ng 
peopl e agai nst  each ot her . They j ust  mi x t he peopl e up. . . 
Why not  get  o r gani zed."4 

A young Ni sei  gi r l  expr essed t he wi sh t hat  t he i nst i gat or s 

of  t he pet i t i on woul d st op, because she di dn't  want  any more 
5 

t r oubl e or  demonst r at i ons i n camp. 

1. I b i d . , p. 22; 
3. TF Td. , p . 29; 
5. I b i d . , p . 17. 

2. I b i d . , p. 16. 
4. T 5l d . . p . 24. 
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Q Yamaguchi , an ex- I nt er nee f r om Leupp, st at ed t hat  t he pet i -

t i on was r evi v i ng t he st at us quo I s sue. 

"Nat ur al l y , t he st at us quo I s s t i l l  under gr ound 
I f  t hi s k i nd of  pet i t i on i s al l owed, t housands of  pet i t i ons 
wi l l  come out  i n t he f ut ur e. We' l l  never  have any peace. w 

Some war ds di dn't  get  any names. Some war ds t or e i t  down. 

He poi nt ed out  t hat  i f  t he gr oup l oyal  t o Amer i ca got  out  

of  camp, i t  woul d hel p a gr eat  deal , "but  onl y hal f  way ." On 

t he ot her  hand, i f  an exchange shi p woul d come, t he peopl e woul d 

have hope and t he r est l essness i n camp mi ght  st op. Yamaguchi  had 

a ver y l ow opi ni on of  t he mot i ves of  Mr . Akashi : 

"He (Akashi ) t hi nks t hi s i s t he best  t i me t o segr egat e 
t he J apanese on t he f i r s t  or  second boat  He t hi nks 
i f  he t r i es t o segr egat e t wo or  t hr ee J apanese i n t hi s 
cent er , t hat  make hi m ver y popul ar  i n J apan. 

11A f r i end of  mi ne went  t o see hi m and asked hi m, ' I f  
you do t hi s pet i t i on, what  wi l l  be t he r esul t 1? He (Okashi ) 

•
answer ed. ' I ' l l  do i t  anyway. I  don't  car e about  t he 
r es u l t . ' * 1 

Mr . Oi s hl , a si ncer e - r epat r i at e, di sappr oved ver y st r ongl y 

of  t he pet i t i on, chi ef l y because of  t he l eader s behi nd i t  and t he 

manner  i n whi ch i t  was pr esent ed t o t he peopl e: 

" I  obj ect ed t o t he pet i t i on. I  coul dn't  s i gn i t . I  
di sappr oved because I  see t hei r  doi ngs ar e f r om a ver y. . » 
nar r ow vi ewpoi nt  . . . . They 'r e t r yi ng t o pnr r ow U - W t  

¿r epat r i at i onj Fdmr a*t o onl y t hose who have s i gned t he 
pet i t i on Thei r  mi nds ar e t oo nar r ow. 

"Anot her  poi nt  I  obj ect ed when (̂t he pet i t i on) 
was br ought  up, no cl ear - cut  expl anat i on was made. I t  was 
gi ven t o t he peopl e I n a haphazar d manner  I  woul d 
not  si gn my name t o anyt hi ng unl ess I  know t hor oughl y what  
i t  means." . 

"Many now r egr et  s i gni ng t he pet i t i on. They may have 
been af r ai d I  t hi nk t hey shoul d have expl ai ned 
i t  so t hor oughl y t hat  even a chi l d coul d under st and i t . 
Thei r  at t i t ude was, «Take I t  or  l eave i t . ' I t  was t oo much 
of  a hi gh- pr essur e gr oup." 

1. I b i d . , pp. 15- 16. 

_ 
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Mr . Ol shi , however , st r essed t hat  f ur t her  segr egat i on was 

I mper at i ve. I f  t hi s wer e not  done, t he t r oubl e "wi l l  come t o a 

head. The onl y ot her  way i s t o have t he Army cont i nual l y pat r ol  

t he camp." He was al so agai nst  segr egat i ng No- Nos f r om t he 

r epat r i at es : 

"Whoever  sai d No must  be consi der ed as J apanese . . . . 
t he onl y t hi ng we ask i s t hat  t hose who openl y sai d Yes be 
r emoved f r om t he camp. I t  may spl i t  t he f ami l i es . A son 
may have sai d No and a f at her  Yes . . . . Regar dl ess of  
whet her  i t  spl i t s t he f ami l y or  not , we want  t hem (t he Yes-
Yes ) out ." 1 

Mr s. Mat suda, one of  t he act i ve members of  t he pr essur e gr oup 

denounced t he "l oyal " t o Amer i ca and accused t hem of  comi ng t o 

Tul e Lake t o escape t he dr af t . She r epeat ed t he mar t yr - l i ke al ms 

of  t he gr oup t o whi ch t he gener al  popul at i on of  t he camp was so 

unr ecept i ve: 

"Si nce we came her e we c al l  our sel ves t he r eal  expat r i -
at es and r epat r i at es seeki ng t o go back t o J apan and be wi t h 
her  i n ever yt hi ng, wi n or  l ose, as her  subj ect s . . . . We 
don't  car e whi ch wi ns or  l oses . We'r e goi ng t o J apan. 

"We c an't  act  l i ke t r ue J apanese subj ect s because t her e 
ar e so many el ement s her e." 

When asked how her  gr oup pl anned t o di s t i ngui sh bet ween 

t hose who t r ul y wi shed t o r epat r i at e and t hose who di d not , Mr s. 

Mat suda i gnor ed t he quest i on and sai d wi t h gr eat  emot i on: 

"We mi ght  be gi ven a bad pl ace t o l i v e. We say (t o 
t he peopl e)'woul d you go?1 They say, 'Yes , we' l l  di e t her e 
as J apanes e. ' " 

The guys who won't  say Yes t o t hi s ar e t he guys who 
ar e goi ng t o st ay her e I  

" I t ' s not  our  busi ness t o wor r y about  t he ot her  peopl e 
. . . . They d i dn ' t  s t i ck up f or  us I n t he c r i s i s "( t he 
November  di f f i c ul t i es and t he st at us quo v o t e) .2 

1. I b i d . . pp. 3, 18- 19. 
I Hl - > PP* 9- 11. 
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f or mal  or gani zat i on, however . Mer el y s i gni ng t he pet i t i on made 

one a member  of  t he gr oup* 

I t  i s i nt er est i ng t hat  f o r  many mont hs af t er  t he c i r cul a-

t i on of  t he pet i t i on t he pr essur e gr oup and i t s suppor t er s wer e 

commonl y cal l ed pr o- st at us quo peopl e. I t  was not  unt i l  f our  

mont hs l at er , i n ear l y August , t hat  t he expr ess i on "pr o- st at us 

quo f r om t he camp vocabul ar y and Re segr e-

gat i on Gr oup was subs t i t ut ed. Bf Ét wf t l 1 Ij i i iy� widto&r+imm- **»o>faw?ing 

st at us quo" peopl e any mo r e. The i ssue had come t o be 

bet ween t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup and i t s st r ong suppor t er s , who 

number ed l ess t han 3,000 peopl e, and t he r emai ni ng i nhabi t ant s 

of  t he camp, who had no or gani zat i on what ever . 



ADDI T I OK AT dat a 

The gr oup of  f  i ve men who s i gned t h i s p e t i t i o n and t he l at er  l e t t er  

t o t he Co ns u l  o a l l ed t hems el ves "r e ei Ai  ni r  Nf or  t t * a p p l i c a n t s ( f o r  r e s eg -

g r eg a t i o n ) r es i d i n g i n t h i s c en t er " and a l s o t he "? «s e g r e g * t i o n Co mmi t t ee. " 

They wer e Sa n a i  AkaghSi , Gt nt ar o On o , Sh i ger u Mat s uda , Y a i c h i r o Mi yamot o and 

Shun:- ohi  Sh i s h i do J  A l l  wer e i s s f i  and t hey appear  t o have been men 

wi l l i n g t o s t i o k out  t hei r  ni ok s f o r  t he good of  the c a u s e . 

I  b e l i ev e t hey a l s o addr es s ed t he l et t er  t o My er  wr i t t e n ea r l y i n 

J u l y a s k i n g f o r  c o ns i der a t i o n f o r  t he "Re se e r e e a t i ^n i s t s . I n any 

c a s e , f o u r  o f  t hem, On o , Mi y amo t o , Sh i s h i do and ^t s u d a s i gned t he l et t er  

wh i o h t he Re se gr e ga t i  o n i s t s s ent  t o Myer  on S e p t . 4 , p o i n t i n g out  t he 

3ManUj r *»nxt i H«* l ax i t y of  t  he I ocs 1 ad r i n i s t  rs> t  i on i n no t  g i v i n g t he 

P es egr egB t i on Gr o up Myer 1 s answer  t o t he J j al y l et t er  u n t i l  l at e A u g u s t . 

( Han k ey , No t es , Sep t . 15, 1944, p . 1) 

A k a s h i , a f t e r  h i s pr omi nence i n t he i / .ar ch- Apr i l  p e t i t i o n became one of  

l ende r  s 

t he mi nor  J jfttf  daceu?»/of  t he Be se gr e ga t  i on Gr o up , On o , one of  t he a l l eged 

member s o f  t he P o s t o n ¿Cl i que r emai ned an i mpor t ant  a d v i s o r , â t s uda was 

v er y ac t i v e as adv i s o r  t o t he Young Me n ' s Or gan i z a t i o n and idi i teft iwinfnottei  

o r gan i z er  of  t he g r o up ' s news paper , Mi y amo t o  ̂ was s ec r et ar y t o t he adul t  

Bes eg r ega t i o n Gr o u p . I  d o n ' t  know wha t  Sh i s h i do d i d or  what  happened t o h i m. 
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cannot  I deal l y har moni ze wi t h" and gave t hr ee r easons f or  t he 

appl i cat i on f or  r esegr egat i on: (1) As J apanese subj ect s t hey must  

"sweep away t he pr esent  di scor d; (2) Thei r  chi l dr en coul d not  r e-

cei ve a pr oper  educat i on i n camp and "mi ngl e wi t h t he obj ect i onabl e 

el ement s"; (3) "Cooper at i on and har moni zat i on of  t hose who appl i ed 

f or  r epat r i at i on or  expat r i at i on" woul d ass i s t  i n speedi ng t he 

ar r i val  of  t he exchange shi p. Thi s st at ement  al so sai d t hat  "WRA 

i s I n advocat e f or  our  ear nest  pet i t i on," 

On May 30, Akashi , and f i ve ot her  members who cal l ed t hemsel ves 

t he Resegr egat i on Commi t tee sent  a l ong l et t er  t o Fr anci sco de Amat , 

t he Spani sh Consul  s t at i ng t hei r  al ms and desi r es as r esegr egat l on-

l st s and appendi ng t he names of  t he 6,500 per sons who had si gned 

t he pet i t i on. They st at ed t hei r  sol e i nt ent i on was "t o be i ncl uded 

I n t he pr i or i t y on t he next  exchange vessel  t o J apan, � . � 

Fur t her , we wi sh t o r esegr egat e wher eby we J apanese wi t h same 

t hought s and i deal s of  mut ual  under st andi ng can pr epar e and wai t  

f or  sai d or der  of  r epat r i at i on. They l i s t ed t he r easons f or  desi r -

i ng segr egat i on as f ol l ows: 

1 

We, t he appl i cant s who wer e most l y and have been t r ansf er r ed 

f r om ot her  cent er s had come wi t h a hope t hat  t hi s was one and t r ue 

segr egat ed camp. However , i t  has come t o our  at t ent i on t hat  t her e 

ar e hundr eds of  r esi dent s i n t hi s cent er  whose st at us ar e s t i l l  
# 

* uncer t ai n, such as : l oyal  c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es who shoul d 

ent er  t he Army or  r el ocat e out si de t o hel p t he Gover nment ; l oyal  

c i t i zens who came her e mer el y by f ami l y t i es who do not  desi r e 

r epat r i at i on or  expat r i at i on; per sons who ar e t aki ng advant age of  

t hi s cent er  as more or  l ess f or  saf et y�one i n t hei r  bel i ef s t o 



-  79 -

evade dr af t  c al l s ; per sons who do not  wi sh t o r et ur n t o J apan unt i l  

t he war  i s over , et c , 

2 

Wher eas we ar e obser ved and consi der ed by Amer i can Aut hor i t y 

as the enemy subj ec t s , and, because our  ever y act  shal l  r eal l y 

af f ect  t he gr eat est  i nf l uences t o our  mot her  count r y, our  act i ons 

must  al ways be so t hat  t he honor  of  J apanese subj ect s shal l  not  be 

di sgr aced. Accor di ngl y, we must  keep away f r om such shamef ul  

behavi or s t hat  of  f i ght i ng among br ot her s , and t o br i ng about  

mut ual  under st andi ng* 

3 

Ther eby, wi t h mi xt ur es of  such peopl e l i v i ng i n one cent er  

t oget her , wi l l  be t he f undament al  cause f or  di st ur bance and r est -

l essness i n a l ong per i od, whi ch add anot her  accusat i on t o WRA 

pol i cy by Di es Commi t t ee, Race- bai t i ng pol i t i c i ans and pr of essi onal  

pat r i ot i c or gani zat i ons« 

4 

Wher eas, i t  i s ver y i mpor t ant  f or  us and our  chi l dr en t o be 

di sc i pl i ned i n accor dance t o t he or gani zat i ons of  our  mot her  

count r y. The educat i on of  our  chi l dr en and t hei r  pr obl ems of  t he 

f ut ur e i s utmost  i mpor t ant . I t  i s i mpossi bl e t o expect  such educa-

t i on under  pr esent  condi t i ons . 

5 

The Re- segr ees, i f  gr ant ed t o l i ve i n a separ at el y est abl i shed 

ar ea, wi l l  guar ant ee f u l l  cooper at i on wi t h cent er  o f f i c i al s i n keep 

i ng peace and harmony wi t hi n t hat  ar ea. 
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6 

The Re- segr egat i on wi l l  t end t o l essen t he bur dens of  Cent er  

� 

m w m 
m ï 

Of f i c i al s f or  t he mai nt enance of  peace and har mony wi t hi n and al so , 

shal l  be eas i er  t o deal  wi t h I n al l  dal l y pr obl ems. 

7 

Our  r equest  f or  I mmedi at e r epat r i at i on and our  r e- segr egat i on 

mi ght  br i ng one st ep f or war d t o convi nce t he J apanese Government  

t o r econsi der  t he exchange of  nat i onal s whi ch has been br ought  t o 

a s t andst i l l  at  pr esent « 

NOW THEREFORE, we wi sh t o f or war d t he compl et e l i s t s of  sai d 

appl i cant s wi t h st at ed r easons ment i oned above. 

Respect f ul l y submi t t ed f or  your  speci al  cons i der at i ons, We: 

Repr esent at i ves: 

Sanzo Akashl  

Gent ar o Ono 

Shl ger u Mat suda 

Yal chl r o Mi yamoto 

zt  Shunl chl  Shl shl do 

The camp was t hr own I nt o a t ur moi l . I n some quar t er s t he 

r umor  spr ead t hat  t hose who di d not  si gn mi ght  not  be al l owed t o 

r et ur n t o J apan. Some per sons, bel i ev i ng i t  woul d I nf l uence 

exchange si gned t he names of  t hei r  dependent s, so t he 6,500 

si gnat ur es shoul d not  be r egar ded as al l  adul t s . Argument  f or  and 

agai nst  s i gni ng t he pet i t i on r aged. Beat i ngs were r epor t ed. The 

admi ni st r at i on became ext r emel y al ar med. Mr . Best  was cont act ed 

but  gave no hel p. Mr . Bl ack , f eel i ng t hat  t he pet i t i oner s had 

bet r ayed hi m by "goi ng ahead wlfcii  on t hei r  own i ni t i at i ve and 

st ar t i ng t hi s "r et ur n t o J apan r umpus"1 I ssued t he f ol l owi ng 

1. I b i d . , p . 


