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there hed gtated thrt they did not sieh to return to Tule 7ake

ag long os Mr, Best wns project director there, Wr. Rest algo
geid, "You boys heve trled avfully hepd to vet me out, Tn
gixty deys I'1) be pone erymey," _l/ The writey teiked to geveral
of the men on this goumittee ord 4s coww inced that Mr, Begt did
imply thet the center would provebly go under the Departxent of
Juet ice within 60 deye end thet in thet cese, returning the men
from Sente fe would be en essy mutter, Kuretomi showed the

nr iter tvo ‘etters from the Depﬁtt‘mnt of Justice, one of whioh
stoted thot the Deportment of Justice wee willing to return the
Interices to Tule mke if wr, :‘.en£ approved and nnother which
stated tirt the return of the internses wee up to the WRa,
wretomi reverted to the apitator pattern end stated thot most
of the families of the inti rnees were deterrined to vesist
adrinistrative pressure ond mould not 2o {o Crvetal City, Ne
acdded:

"Honeatly spesking, T don't went to esuse any i1} tension,
but going back to Jepenese paychology, whenever vou oen f£ind ne
pther snlteprnetive you muy heve to teke ghtrone measgures, It will
be pretty heyd to do erything else than to teke sotiop embar ragsing
the "MA here,

“T think ¥r. Dest knows that the return 6f the men would bring

about behter feeling ir the center. But if he feels like pleying
foxy wikth us, T een pley foxy with him,

"I thirk he weg told by Myer to stay out of the Ssnta Te
troubles, I think he hus striot orders from Myer thet the future

fnnts Fe busiress will be handled by iWer himse1f," 2/

kato made an interestinm statement on *he meeting he had
alone with ¥r, Best, exrlnining its siznificsnce to the Feseérsgation
Group end to the oamp &8s o wholes

"If the Justice Deportment did not teske over it would put ms in

e touveh gpot beesuse 1 mede o report to the mesezresotion committee

1/ ibid,, Oct, 9, 1944, p. 2,
..,l__'_l 'Jb'tn 19. 1'-}“4’ PRe 2-5.
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thet they (Justice) would teke over in 60 deys. Nr . Best

def initely told me thet this would teake place within & week
ofter the election, T told him, '"Why don't you put it in
the Tuleen Dispatch (Keto mesnt lNewell Star) so the niged

who want to go out enn think nbou T He told me, "Mr, Nyer
told him not to meke eny steterent of thy kind,' However, he
said wr, Myer haod mede o stetement to the Gila paper hinting
thet Tule Iake wil® be under the Justice Department end that
he (Mr. Best) will publish an exact copy of thisg stotement in
the Tulean Dispetoh,

"Most peorle xug who cre reo)ly loye) to Jecen mould
rather hove this camp uidar the Justice Deprrtment, When I
made this report to the Resegr getlon Committee they were
very happy ovey it, They fecl thet under the Jusgtice Department
only the loyol Juponese will be here « no Amsrican oltiszens =
and we would be under the Protecting Power , which 3is the Spanish
Consule Umler WRA we do not know our statug, whether we are
undeér the government of Japan or Amerles,

"fPhere ig uot much rumor yet, ss fry e¢ I Lecr, I wag told
gome of the Resegregntion Coumittee not to start s rumor yet,
I'm weping mum, *

"Of course, the peorle who went 16 dojlsrs s month ghouldn't
be hers, If you're loysl to Jspsn you shouldn't he thinking of
relrigeration and ice boxes, 1/ The resl Joponss: wish to go
back to Japsn in body only, tFat ig, if it is recessary, We
6lways think of the soldiers st the front, Whet we're going
through now %5 nothing to thet. That's why those who wish te
regegregete don't get elong wel! with the iwma, ;2_/

This stetement iz glignificent not only becauge of 4ts
relevance to the btorie under discussion but becsuse it is 8

fine example of the propagands whioh wes being disseminated

emong the younpg men by the Resegregmation Group,

¥

Despite the efforts of Kurstomi and HKato, the process

of re=uniting the Sants Fe irternses with their families in
Crystal Clity was carried forwards Mr. BRest wes quite right,
however, when he gnid thot most of them did not =ish to return
toc Tule thke, ¥ato sttenpted to ge€ ¥r, Best in lete Ooctober,
te lephoning three timsg without success, Ho wrote two letters
end received the followins answer:

/K, Haukey, lotes, Oot. 16, 1944, p;:jj—l:g: ————————— L

/ This stotement 31s alvost jdentigel with ome mede to the writep

by kr. Yemaghita in which he outifned ths psychalogy which the
Resszreratisn Oroup intended t» use,
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me in 8 tourh svot bLeotuse I nede 4 revort




October 26, 1944
Dear ir. Kato,

With reference to your letter of Qotober 2E rep rdineg the
trensfer to Sente Pe, T refer you to neoree Kuratomi, He
understands the situstion thoroughly.

Sincere 1y,

This letter was 2 bitter pill for Het swe 17ow for, an
hog heen expieined, he and Furatomi were on very bad terms ond he
himse 1T wished the cred it for the ef'fort of returnine thﬂ internees,
But worwe wrg to come. 1In i=}iov ) Fats rccelved ma letter from
ilayashi, onc of the intermees, reproving him in 1o uncertain terms
for his apiteting retivities in Tule veke and stat ing that the
intermees did not nppreciate or approve of his efforts on thelir
behalf, This letter was the most insulting wigeive the writer
hes ever gven wrilten by ons Jepanese to epother, Hoto wes
extrewe ly angry snd seid he had answered the letter by t)elling
the intermees"to gn to hell,” FHe edded, "Still, the Yegotiating
comnittes cop't resign until this matter is settled,"” 1tAter,
fayeshi wrote e l4tter spologizine for the hershness of his

stoetements end thenkine EKato £« £ 11 thet he haéd dore on behalf

of the intermeesd 1/ The femivies of the internees left Tule

ke on November £0, 1o one took the metter serisusly except
the two prsssure groups.
The sntipethy betweer the :wo fections prew more marked,
In lste October, Kekto gapressed his opinion of Kai ard Ruratomi
foliows:

.

"¥ai end guretowmi should reslize thut the pecols wmho really
gupported us were the peosrls for the status que, The status Quo

G 8 s G B e . S g gy e - S - -

1/ ibid,, Oct, 29, 1944, pp. i=£; Nov. 10, p. 63 Vov, 20, p. 2.
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people feel that they cernot ret along with the people who
do not want to go to Japen,

"of course, when George Kuratomi met Wr. Myer he stated
the necessiky ol the resegregation program. This group, the
Pesegregetion @Group, were the ones who really supported us
(the stookede detesinees). They gove money to hire the lawyer
for use The immediste families had a lot to do with it too.

"Revererd Kai ipnored all that, He never exrp-sssed thanks
of any nature, Naturally, the ceople wlo supcorhed Liim got pretty
mad shout it, They (Xai and Mvatonmi) stil? I < Lue whole
aolony is supportineg them,

"Inn tire of crisis 1ike tnis we wust stick torsther, We
are rot supposed to cooperete wit! the sdwministreticn (es Kad and
Kurotomi were sceused of doing by the Resegrepgction Group).
Thet's eoing egsinst the will of the Japanese gcvernment, if you
understend me,

“Veny reoole just fe1l into the crucssians' hand, There was
treuble between the administretion ard the Jespenase, That is as
it should be, Yow there is trovbble between the Jepenese and the
Jarenese, heceuse of a minerity peorle whe sprénd opinion and
proporanda and do & 1ot of inu:'n__ti around here .

"rhe incident eou'd have been alosed long, long sgo if the
peorle would only have supported us and stated thet they would
not work uniegs we were pe lessed. But the sdministration mede
the Coordimtine Committee ard steted thet the Duibyo Sha was
just # politicel orranizstion, FERTe T

“George Kuretomi wented to bring ali the people of Tule
Take into one. You cen't av thet, There cye go mny who came
volunterily or ‘iked the ciimste or Jjust refused to move,
These psople = we oen't get aloug with these pe ople! Ina
time of erisis, you heve to moke it bddok and white, It is
irrossible to bring this camp 61l into one, We will never get
along with the other group, Asflcr ss I'm conesrned, '11
never forret them, If I were s big ghot in Jaren, 7'd know
what to do with them, Unfortueately, I'm not,

"Ive' bean only three yesrs in Jspan, The first thing I
pisn to do when I return €o Japan is veluntecr for the Army,
even aftsy the mar, I want to be eduonted the hard way « the
rea) Japangse way. At a1l times, T wil]l h-ve the rover nmant
of Japan in my .s'.i.td.“ l/

Attitude of the People Regsrding the Returnm of the Intermees.

In spite of the contentions of both intergastad factions,
the residents did not perticulsrly ocare whether the internees
werc brought back or not, Many informants did not even know

- - - T S

1/ ivbid,, 0ok, 27,,1244, pp, Lwd,
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that the effort was being osrried on and would heve been indifferent
if they had known, When asked, informants ugually stated that they
thought @& was right to try to bring them baok, Stdl1, none of them

would have taken any setion, wr, Yamaguchi gaid;

"I think it's right to bring them baok., That's giri." 1/

Mr. K. Sﬂidg

“We 211 symrctiize nith the fr Tilles of those people,
_'4112 T don't think the v(-rj"‘l‘_ will supnoré <' Efort £ o get them
nok) by demonstrating," 2/

3

When the famitdee finaly 1eft for Crystal City, on the
night of November 20, their Jesvetakinz wes aocorpanied by an
extrame ly inrteresting ‘ncident which will be desoribed later,
THE PIOHT AT THE R.SEBATY GAME

i

— —— e —

Bometime durine lnte August 2 serinus frrnoes broke out during
8 bsgehall mame hetmeen twe teome represent ine the Vanzaney
seotion and the Poston segremees. T wos impagrible to find out
Just vhat havpened or who strrted the fight, bnt it sppears that
the Wanzanar rooters thousht their teesm wae beins treated
ucfairly and led by en igsei from Vanzenar, s2ve of the Manzanay
iens attacked trne Poston team, The writer suspects that t he
isss i was the notorinus Kiyo Shimeda, lion-¥anzanites, when
commenting upon the ocourance, blamed the Venzanar people,

“who rre alweys starting trouble." The older wan who wes
supoosed to have instigeted the fight wes s1ep revuted to be
8 Lo]llowar ol Mr. Wakayama, \r, Wakeyama made the following
interesting comment to the writer:

"You heard about the £ight they had after the bageba 11
Feme on Seturday? Well, one of the boys here (in the Mansanmar
seotion) hod been struck over the head with a okair or gomethirg
and had to heve seven stitches

i‘,'id.’ 0‘*«. - ’p- ‘.'Al
€7 Tbid,., Oot. 7, 1944, p,. 5,

1
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"1 heerd thet Internal Seour ity said to not ify Wekeyama
not to take revengze, One of the men hurt is in the hospital
and they won't release (him) from the hospite) becsuse they're
afraid he' 11 be murdered by my gang." 1/

Neturel 1y, Mr, Wakayema assured the writer that he had no
EANg .

CAWP ATTITUDE TOW/R D THE VANZANAR SECTION

The lerge grouv of transferees from Manzenar who were
housed in & new geotion at the eastern gide of the earm were
received by the older inhabitants with considerable resentment,

This resentment aross not only beceuse the Menszaniteg were

Lt !.-J'l

reoeived by the administration nith a oourtesy eand oonsideration

whioch the October transferees had not received but nlso beosuse
of the fine new barracks and the mioh better letrinal facilities
in the newly oonstructed ward, A yesy after their arrival, the
Menzanites, who had by this time been joined by smaller groups
of transferees from other oenters, ohdefly Jerome, still held
thhmss lves aloof and had become only psrtially ihdrrated with
the remainder of the populetion, On the other hand, es a

unit or ward, they possessed infinitely more community spirit,
made msny positive and successful attempts to improve their
ward, and, for this, were generally admired, Many of the
residents of Ward VIII, the Manzanar gection, eontinued to

me intain a gnobbish, stand-of figh attitude toward Xk both

the 0ld Tuleans and the Ootober 1943 transferses. "We had
nothing to dow ith thet old trouble,” Manzanites would say,
Whereupon older residents would retort, "If you'd been here
then, you would heve been worse than us,” "We had our riot
and we leerned," the ¥Manzanites would reply., This ealoofness
wag repeatedly expressed by the writer's Mansamar informsnts

TR - - S S - -

1/ ibid,, Sept. 7, 1944, p. 4,
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and the following stetement by Mr, Abe is a good example of
the attitude:

"We Manzensr group don't heve much interest in what is
going on in the o01d seotion." 1/

Probably the strongest factor in keeping alive host i1ity

to the Manzamer group was the pumors (which were based on

faoct) that there were geversl gaijs of tough, lawless boys who

had the ir headquarters there, From well informed men, the
wr iter leerned that there were not more than two or three of
these gangs, but their ocomsiomel deeds of vandelism and
violence gave the entire werd a bad nams, As a nigei girl
remgrked to the writer, "People blam Manszanar when anything
happens. Every 1little beating and everything, they blame on
Manganer ." 2/ The Manzanites were 81so amccused of thievery, 3/

This hostility was also mixed with edmiret ion and envy,
My, Pujimoto stated:

"I've felt thot snooty feeling when I've been over in
the Manzenar seotion, But you have to hand it to them the
thy they've gotten things done," i/

An old Tulesn issei saiq:

"The Manzanar people ere good, They are good workers." E/

Two very oconservative nisei girls hed completely changed
their attitude toward the Manzanar boys by the end of October,
1944, The following stories elso beer witnmegs that ohive Iry
had not beoome extinbt at Tule Iake., Kimi, who worked in the
Comrunity Aotivities Section got into en argument with & young
man who worked in the some gection, The ergument became
L WM B Rl o m t i o
Z/ Tb1d., Sept. 28, 1944, p, 6.
3/ Tbid., Aug, 24, 1944, p, 1,

t/ mo. Aug, 19, 1944. P 4,
E/m.’ Ausl 20. 1944, p. 10
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heated and the yo'ng man shoved her so that ghe fell, A
group of Manzanar boys, passing in e truek observed this,
They stopped the truok, grabbed the fellow, knocked him about
8 bit and foroed him to apologize to Kimi, 8he wag very much
impressed and said of the Manzenar group ss & whole:
"We get elong perfectly with them., They're really

oooperating and showing their gpirit, They're meeting us
half -way. Many of the people have the game ides we (cas

workers) do. Beceuse they (Msnzanar) were uiregated over
there, they were bitter, We mix in more now, ) |

Another Bisei girl elso leuded the attitude of the young

men from Menzanaey:

“st firet we didn't 1ike them beoceuse we heard how rough
they were., But now we've gotten to know them, A Menzanar
boys' c¢ub imvited some of the high school girls to & wienie
bake and the girls were afraid to go, Those who did go, though,
were trested so nicely that they were very impressed.” 2/

The mest eccurste statement of the general camp sttitude
towerd the Manzener gection wes mede by Mr. K.:

"It's true to gome extent thet they have geined 1iking.
They (other residents) thought the Manzamar people were a1l
redioe 1s, but they changed their minds gince snd see that
they are not," 3,

RESEGREGAT ION GROUr ATTEMPTS TO FORCE RESEGREGAT ION BY ISSUING

UNAUTHORIZED PANPHIET

In lete September the Resegregation Growr made & second
attempt to seperate the sheep from the goats by distributing
8 pamphlet wide 1y through the cemp and requesting registration
of those who truly desired to return to Japsn at the first
opportunity., This was, of eourse, a deliberate attempt to
force the VRA to teke some aotion on resegregation by the
poner of vagt public support. It was also intended to bring
powerful pressure on the camp's population either to join the

e e e — -

1/ ibid., Oct, 27, 1944, p. 6,
2/ Tbid., Oct. 29, 1944, p. 1.
E/m.' oct. 30’ 1“4’ pl 60
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Resegregat ion Group and support it or to join with it because

they would be afranid to do otherwise, or to get out of oamp,

The writer was shown a oopy of the pamphlet by My, Yamashita
four days before the beginning of its distrdbution. She wes,
of oourse, asked to tell no one of the matter, a confidence
which was not betrayed, The writer happened to call on Wr.
Yameshita on September 21, He eppesred 111 at ease and nervous,
which was unusuel. After gteting forcefully, "Reserregstion is
going to be something eventually. The philosophy of the

ms jor ity of the residents will hereafter be changed,” he brought
out the proposed pamphlet end allowed her to rend it, He
stated:

"This petition will tell the administration exactly what we
are and what we ghould bs under the oircumstences, We arae
mertain that the adminigtration and WRA eonnot distinguish
between the loyal and the disloyal people oongregated im this
camp, Even though it is for disloyals, it is different from
other oonters, This is the reason for go much restlessness and
unfortunate disturbance in camp,

"We residents, the wiser people, osnnot wait furthey
anymore for the administration to have the camp like thige The
time has oome whereby the Japanese residents wish to formulate
end determine their belief of themselves,”

He then asked the writer if in her opinion the distribution
of this pamphlet would be followed by the apprehension and
punighment of the sponsors, The writer hedged by saying that it
was diffioult to predict that the administration might do,
Yemghita appeared satisfied and oontinued:

"You know thet the psople behind thig have been working
underground for a long time, Anyons/ who would have come out
openly would have been put in the stookade, We have been working
on this since April, swaiting the moment; bhut™we had to keep

Yow the

it a secrst, time has come,

"We are of the opinisn that mwe gannot be loyal to two
countries, As long &8s we are living here, why not meke up
our minds to be real Japanese or not? As long as this is




634 -

fully impressed on the residents, this camp will beoome more
peaceful than ever,

"If the administretion recognized this movement, we will
have a good mutual understanding, Besides, ¥r. Myer sent us
a8 letter snd recognized this movement through Wr. Black,

"If this proceeds successfully, the time will come when
the others (the fence-sitters) will #o out end proceed socording
to WRA policy, Therefore the time will come when we oan agoomp 1igh
our regegreget ion prodedure, w no eot resegrecation,

"Those who refuse to eign this will have peonle as ing them,
YAre you Toyal to Japan or not7 If you are not loyal to Japan, why

don’t you ge)f out? maeturelly, those loya) to Japan mill stey here
until the war ends,

"This way - the people will have to realize this - beosuse as
long 8s their appesrance is Japenese, they will hsve to sign this,
Being loyal to Jepan is a very serious matter.

"If they don't sign thig they will be known to be not loyal
Japan and wI11 be told In publlo, OF oourse, meny people who
don't vwant to go bAGK to Japan will sign this, but then they will

ngo 1in a gerner an eép quiet,

"You know, 99 peo-le out of 100 sre tsking the attitude and
steting, 'I'm loyal to Amerioa,' - they ere tellinz a 1ie, Those

peocle aren't really loye) to Amerioa, They are 1loyel to thedr
properties, It is just a selfigh wish because they have an joe-
box amd & stove outside,"

This is & very significant statement of the aims and state
of mindo/:hat part of the Resegregation Gyrour leaders who spongored
this action, It will be noted that Mr, Yamashita admits that the
grour had been working underground since Apriil, It is also
epparent that having heen refused resegregation, the geaders had
now determined to follow 2 plan whereby resegregat ion oould de
acoomplished by pushing the fence-sitters out of ocsmp, Yamashita
showed himse If well sequainted with the power of public pressure
on those persons who could be pointed et as "not true Japanese"
arnd betiayed the group's intent to use this pregsure to the
utmost . mzr/;:rticulﬂr stotements have been underlined, for,
though the pressure did not begin to operate immediately after

. - — - W e e e SGD

1/ ibid,, Sept, 21, 1944, pp. 3-6,
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the distribution of the pemphlet, it beceme very powerful later,
when other psychological foctors were added to it, As to the
gtatement that 99% of the Japamese professing loye 1ty to Amer ioa
were lying, it might be added that st least 90% professing loyalty
to Japan were 1ying alsp.

The English translation of the pemphlet follons:

What is RESEGREGAT IOF and What does it MEAN

After the lost November, 1943 incident, and when our representatives
and others were spprehended end teken into the Stookade, the
residents beceme terribly restless and lived in deys of most
indigmeti-ne and resentments, The residents fesred to visualize
when and if this unfavorable conditions cnuld ever come to an end

or note

One of the main ressons for NWovember's uprising and dieturbances
was beesuse the WPA did ot olerly olarify the digtinctions between
the loyals and the disloyals. Even, in view of the fact, thet the
WRA had previously ennounced both nations 1ly and internationally that
the Tule Ipke Center was to be & Segregetion Center only,

We, upon rumegpus ocoasions regretted to disoover among the
residents, the philosophies and attitudes differ mueh among om
another due and on scoount of the various ciroumstances and
gorditions of the individualse

Under sueh oiroumstances snd conditiong, those who felt
loyal to Japen desired to be classified ag an enemy e lien and to
be treated acoordingly, forwarded a petition to both the Amerlcan
Governnent and the Spanish Embassy, It wag petitioned under the
name of Re-Segregation Appliostion, This petition intended to
gerve as a mean by whioh the pesidents could be eble to find ways
to helo relesse internees from the Stockade, for they were considered
to be dengerous subjects, While at the some time it endeevored to
inform both the Jepenese Government nnd the Am rieen Govermnment that
those petitioned are very loyal to Japen and thus endesvored tc make
it olesr the relationships of sovereign and her subjects, in order
that our future mey be built on solid foundation,

However, oconditions at thet time were so different and on
acoourt of much fears on the part of the residents, thig petition
for re-segregtion remained uneffected for a later tims, Today, the
WRA both here and weshington ie consideredng the seriousiess of the
petition, the problem thus be ing taken up at Washington, Therefore,
we take this opprortunity to determine snd wish to formulate openly
our poliey eo in order thet a1l residents be known in gensrol the
feots and true meanings of the re-segregation epplionti-n and
petition, Those who &re members o lready are given 8n opportunity to
reconsider the principle of the re-segregation aprlieation, Those
who sre not yet members are given the fullest opportunity for
registretions to join with this application, Your apr 1ieationg will
be submitted with on up-to-date lists and ghall be forwarded to both
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the Japanese end the Amer ioan @overnments, This ig to express
our determineddxx beliefs and our right attitudes in order

that we make known ourselves clesrly, the re lationghips between
our sovereign end her subjeots,

We request therefore, thet every resident kindly read the
following principles of facts and meanings of the re-gegreget ion
applicati n, We request thet every resident decide for hig and
her epplication for re-segregatinn with one's own disoression
and free-will,

1.

Whereas, we be we1l informed end understand of this present
wer end because of our loyalty to Jepsn we oennot be loyal to
Amerioca,

2,

Whereas, we reslize the use lessmss of our Emericen Citizenship,
and so 8g soon as and in the event & law of renounciation for
oitizenship become effeotive, we gladly renonnce our oit izenghips,
Therefore, we moke clesrly our positions by being e real Japanese,
Furthermore, we be olessified cleerly as ean enemy alien and thereby
be treated in socordence with the Geneva Conventions,

Se

Whereas, we psay for an immedinte repatristion to Japan, We
Prepere to saorifice everything; both materially end in menpowers
to the country we dearly love with willingness end gladly do eo as
loyal oitizens, especially at the time of the Natiomal emergeney
and at her disposal,

4,

Whereas, in the event our repatristions should be of impossibile
ity for the duration, we transmit our sincere intentions to Japan for
the purpose to meke known cleerly our relationships between sovere ign
and her subjects,

be

Wherees, in the event, we Japanese ghall be permitted to
rehebitate and return to the Stete of Californis or to others of our
original places, we do not 4ntend nor desire to riturn ever, Whereas
instend/ we insist to remein within the Center provided by the
Governme nt

Ge

Whereas, we uphold highly our Jepanese spirits end unceasingly
endesvor to cultivete ourselves both mentelly and physieally in
order to fulfill the princile of being nothing but @ reel Japanese,
For this reagon, it might necessitate for an withdrewal from
memberships those who act Un-Japanese, ond who bring discrace to
other Japanese, ;

Vhereas, with aforementioned reesons, we request this Ree
segregetion Application and et the same time we are destined for
expediency with a11 its saccomplishment to re-segregnte,

We hoave mlrsady submitted the lists of petitioners of the
re=gsegregations and with aforementionsd principles and statements
Spithe petitiorers to both the Amerdcen and the Japanese Governments/
indoyaingnef through the Spenish Embessy in last May 30, 1944, We
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ere now making the fina1 1istd to be presented to both the
Governments, informing of our Japanese spirits and our int:ntions
43X in order to clarify our status, Therefore, one must understend
thoroughly the meening of the Re-Segregation Application, We wish
to request again for your own free-will decision end your own

be 1ief when upon the registration of your name ,

Of a1l importance, we wigh to repatriste during the war {f
possible, and upon the blessing of our repatrist ions, we wish to
willingly end zladly sacrifice a1l our services to our Mother
country. Finally, for this reason, we must meintsin our good
feiths and intermations, We wish to endesvor to educate our
ohildren to uphold the Japanese spirits., We desire therefore,
to strive to educste and cultivete ourselves end our children
in full preparedness to meet every demand required to serve ag
orne's duty teward oup country; when and upon the blessines of
our repatriationg,

Severs]l very reveelinz stetements are to be found in this
::: of ponderous English which the writer suspeots kr, Yamashite
of 1ifting in 111 digested chunks from s w11 known text on
International tew which he hed been studying agsiduously for e
monthe It 48 to be noted thet the people were not informed
thot the WRA hed def inite ly decided sgainst resegregotion, but,
on the other hondwere told, "Today the WPA both here end in
Weshington is considering the seriovsness of the petition,"

The overt purpose of the pamphlet, to give the people the

oppor tunity of joining the mowement or of "recongider ing the

AP
pr iheiple of re-segreget fon” h clearly stated, Moreover,

the presumptious attempt of the group to sagsume the position
of go-bstween between the Japanese and Americen governments
"ﬁ;: revealed, This function was to be elaborated greatly in
future activiides, when the orzanization gave free servioce
to members in such metters es seouring birth records, The
intent to renounce citirenship st the esrliest opoortunity
was ennounced, Most revesling of ©]1] wes the gtatement that

in the event thet the Jeapanese were permitted to return to

Celifornis or to thedr other pleces of origin, "We do not




desire to return ever, Wheress instead we ingist to remain

mithin the Center provided by the Government,” By thie statement

the leeders showed themse lves cognizent of the fundeoment pooular
attitude - the fear of expulsion - an attitude which was bound to
give them some support. WNotice wes given thet members who "act
Un-Japanese” would = expelled, s prosedure mhich was later to

cause the Resegregrtion Group much troudls., All in 811, the

stetement conteined e fedrly clear deseription >f the polioy

which the Resegregrtion Group intended to follow oand did follow
in the succeeding two months. The only important polioy omitted
was the intent to silence opposition by violent means,

The circulstion of this petition wes begun on Sundsy,
September 24, It eppears that the method of distribution
veried in the different wards and bjocks, In most blocks the
residents were given a pamphlet and told to pass it on to
the other inhebitents ol the berreck, In some blocks they
were informed that they would be able to sign the petition
end thereBy enroll as members of the Resegregation Group,

They were told either to go to a Sokoku offiois] fu the ward

or thet & petition would bhe brought around loter, Some informante
sbdted thet they mere not even told thet expuugiilet petition was
to follow the pamphlet.

As & means of increesing the membersghip of the Reser regation
Group, the pamphlet itse If' had 1ittls success except in the
wuzanar seotion, All thet it socomplished wes to bring e
temporary state of gonfusion upon the residents, For the

first few days, some people were very much oonfused beosuse
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they did not know the source of the petition, whether it sprang
from the WRA or from sore BXhux organizetion within the camp,
Many of these individusls, however, comforted themse lves nith the
deoision that WRA would rot brinz out & statement 4n sueh "awful
English,"” The Resegregation Group mede ro gtetement to the
writer on how many people signed it, which indicntes stronzly
thet the new sigratures must have been few in number, On the
whole the petition was viewed with suspicion, denounced ag a

factor which would "bring troubls into cavp, and oondemned

becpuse it "had no euthority.” On Monday, irs. Yamaguchi, @

very good informent geve the followine escovunt of resotisns

in her block., She lived ih a strong stetus quo block ard

ward (VII) where the pressure group hed econcentrated its efforts
and where it alreedy hed a strong following,

™We were hended thig document lest night, They geve you
what resegreget ion is about end why they went to be regegrezated,
There are four or five stotements there thst you heve to do and
obey. The psople who live up to this cen be resecregated,

"We haven't even henrd what it's a]1]1 about, There fre so
many people here of different opinions, A1l thedr opinions are
different, I really don't know myself,

"Xxthin Some people are very much for it, but I balieve
there are more against it then for it, What the outcoms of
this will be, I don't know, On the whole, most of the people
are very doubtful ebout it,

"I think it's & big troubls for the edministration as
well as the evaouess,

"I really don't see why we should resegregate, We're
already Yepetriates, We've @iretdy signed up Lor repatriction,
The WRA 8rd the peorle ss a whole know thet we're loysl to
Japan, Anda lot of the people think asg we do,

"The peovle haven't signed it yet, You heer so many
opinions you g6t €11 mixed up, It was eent from berracks
to borrecks by the residents, They did not esk them to sign
ft then. I believe there's & respresentative or somsthing
in the block who'1l try to get sigratures lster." 1/

----------- - - T - - -

y ibid,, Sﬂpt. 25; 1944. Pe Lle
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severa) organizations with different nemes. The name by which
the ent ire body was most frequently called by the residents wag
Resegregotion Group or in Japenese, Seikeimri (check this) snd
this is the name which will be adopted in this rarrative,
TR L very beginning, this neame wes not used, but since resegre-
gation was always ones of the group's major aims, this inacouracy

is not serious,

FONDAMENTA I, EVACUEE ATT ITUDES WHICH SUPPORTED RESEGREGATTON GROUP

The impulse for resegregation was based directly upon the
incompleteness with which the segregation program had been ocarried
out by the WRA. The great majority of transferees looked upon
Tule TApke as a certain haven where they would once and for all be
geparated from the fence sitters, from those who had not made up
their minds: a place where they would at last be safe from the
haunt ing fear of ejection from the camps and from induotion into
the United States Army, Naturally, the latter two objectives were
s¢ ldom admitted openly. Probably many individuals would not admit
them to themselves, Instead, an utopian dweam was eonceived of
the future Tule TAke as a p'ace where all the residents would be of
oné mind and would 1ive quietly until exchange or until the end of
the war, preparing themselves for a life in Japan, (OUndoubtedly, th e
great majority of transferees believed thet Japan would be vietoriow
in the war.) This attitude was embraced with an extraordinary
emotional force and affected almost all of the newcomers to a
certain degree. One of the most sincers expressions of the attitude
came from a kibei girl who did not become a resegregationist:

"A11 during the trip all the peopls coming from Gila - a1l
they talked sbout was how things were going to be in Tule Take,

There wouldn't be any more inus, no more Tes-Yes, They were so glad

------------------ T T - -
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when they saw the camp. The people ceame here with such high hopes
and they got so little. .

"When we saw the camp there was a bunch of boys on a potato
truck, They pointed, 'That's Tule,' they said, When T saw it
tears came to my eyes. Tt was the first step toward Japsn and
Geprge (her husband) would be here and everything," 1/

It should be restressed thet the underlying motivations for
the fervor with whioh this attitude was adopted was the psychologicd

need for stability, for security, for a place where these oonfused,

tormented people,iwmho were still not sure what they wished to do, vemdd

rest in peace, The rude awakening which they received and the

enormous resentment this awakening engendered toward the "fence-
sitting old Tuleans," some of whom frankly admitted that they did

not intend to go beck to Japan, has been fully desoribed. 2/ The

very presenced of these nonchalent souls who made ro attempt to

hide their ambidalence was a nagging threat to the security which

the transferees had hoped to gain, As has been shown, this frustration
was one of the most potent of the emotional factors which contributed
to the outbreak of October and November 1943, A woman who _:latcr

beoame a fanatical resegregationist wrote in a letter:

"When we learmed the facts of failuré on the pert of WRA to
oarry out this as a segregation center, that many loyal ones still
remsined here in large numbers and many uncerteain in status: the
No-Yes, the Yes-No, the non-registrants, thig, the dump, certainly

was no place for us," 3/

A non-resegregationist nisei girl said:

"aAnother thin that struck us was the great number of Yes-Yes
people and people who hadn't registered who were here, We had
expected just ome group and had expected to run this camp as we
wanted to. We had high hopes of that," 4/

Another non-resegregationist, & kibei girl, said:

"There were some families here - old Tuleans - who said, "We
haven't decided whether we're going back to Japen yet. Our boys

1/ ibid., July 19, 1944, p. 3.

7/ e pp. 6-12 of "Deve lopment of Transferee Attitudes Prior to
= the Parm Acocident,"

3/ R. Hankey, Notss, July 18, 1944, p. 2,

T/ ibid., p. 1.
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Just refused to register.' I told my parents, 'Goe, they just
stayed here. They didn't want to go out.' I don't have much
respect for them.' 1/

Thdy demend for a clarification of status was one of the

major points brought to the administretion by the Negotiating

Committee of the Daihyo Sha Kei., Kuratomi, however, presented a

true pioture of publio opinion when he requested that the people
"loyal to America™ be moved out of camp., It remained for the
Resegregation Group to reverse the idea and demand that those
"loyal to Japan" be removed, a polioy which was destined to
alienate the major ity of the camp residents, since almost all

desired seocurity and refuge,

1/ ibid., July 19, 1944, p. 3.
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K. came out emphatiocally areinst the petition., He did not

keep bhe opinions voioced below to himse1f, but expressed them

honestly to the many confused and puzzled residents who oate to
him for advice, Consequently, he soon beceme known as one of

the active opponent's of the pressure group and incurred the
leaders' hostility. This perturbed him not at al] and he ocontinued

to speak his mind,

"I hesrd ebout it (the petition) from s fellow in blook 75, He
didn't know his own mind about what he wag to do, The reason he
was puzzled was he didn't know where it came from - the WRA or some
Jepanese organizations

"Po be frank with you, I've known sbout this too., T knew it
wag coming and who wag working on it, I was also asked to attend
the meeting, but I refused, I gtaysd away,

"I don't know how the people are going to react to thisg, I
have 8 repulsive fee ling agninst it, because I know where it comes
froms T don't 1like the person who leads it, He's not doing it
for the good of the Japanese; he's doing it to beocome famous.

He's doing it for his own good and not for the good of the
Japanese people as a whola,

"However, his supporters may not be as he is, They( can't
be coriticised as to what I've said, But as for the organizer
of this organization, I have np confidence in him, Some few
oonneoted with it are very sincere, The people don't suspect that
thet the orpanizer is working for his own good. )
"The other day, I told you the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinenpdan must
have some connecotion with the original par ty who want to be
resegregated. I found out now that this SokokuKenkyu is nothing
but an offspring of thet organization. T suspected that all the
time o

"They have brought it (the petition) formard at a very bad
time. They may be wise or not. If this thine were presanted
two or three weeks from now, when the trend of war in the Pascifio
hes turned (in favor of Japan), it would sucoeed, 1/ Right now,
it will note If the trend of the war in the PacifJc keeps on as
it is not, more than 50% of the people will want to relocata,
But if the trend turns toward the Japansse, 90% will remain here,

"I'm sorry the questionneire from Washington has not coms.
(Ranuno1ation of oitizenship.) Thev might not heve done this if
it hed.

"If T oriticize them too severa]y, thay may out my throat,

1/ This is & very esstute observetion of a primery camp attitude,
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"What they do doesn't reeson out right. I can't see it,

I pity mony of them, They can't see very far, They have only
se 1fich motives beck of them. , , If they sre successful they
mey gather three to four thousand signstures. They can't fool
811 of the peopls. The peonls have gyes to see, They' 11
discover the point., I know the reopls are not in fevor of

it. It seems so without any good purpose, They must oonsidey
they sre working ageinst 20,000 people® 1/

K,'s prophesy thet the petition would receive a poor
reception from the people as a whole was born out complate 1y
On September 26, Mrs, Fujimoto said:

"It was written in guch awful English., When I saw it I
said, "What kind of English is thet?' T ocouldn't make hend
or tail out of ft, T thought, "It couldn't bs WRA. Not
with that English.

"I don't knwo who we are supposed to give it beck

k
You're just suprosed to pass it on to somebody else. It
seperete the peopls here from the "real Japanese."

o
's to

"I read it but I don't know vhat it's all about, They
want to be sapareted and follow the idees of the 01d country,
I guess the people with the idea that they went to go beck te
Japen - they might sign it," 2/

Miss Tanske, who was strongly anti-status quo in her
politics, said thet her father had not even bothered to read
the petition., She sdded that most of her friends were saying
that you oouldn't find out the truth ebout the petition,
"Everything they heard was rumors and you couldn't get any
real dope."

"Another thing, they are always talking about Yamato demeshi,
But in spite of that, when the blook menagers decided to send
gifts to the Japemese prisoners of war in this country, the
other side (Resezregation Group) said thet it wes Aot necessary.
I don't see where they hove their reason. They 2re & Iways

te lking about Nippon Seishin." 3/

e R o . L L ot T pe— - . -

1/ ibid., Sept. 25, 1944, pp. 2-3.

2/ Toid., sept. 26, 1944, p. 1.

3/ Wipoon Seishin also mesns YThe Japanese Spirit.," If the

~ FResegreg-tion Group did disepprove of sermding gifts to the
Japanese pr isoners of wep, the only motive the writer can
think of is that they were attemrting to hold to the
concept attributed to Jepan: thet a prisoner is a dead
ma n,
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iiss Tenake edded thet people were seying that the Sokolu

Ko niyu Sednen-den hed divided into four groupg end thet these

groups were fightine esoh other for lesdership, Bhe a1so
ecoused ur, Best of supportine the group,

Mr, Abe, who hec suspeoted the sotivities »f the Resepregetion

Group leaders for some time, was heartily erainst the petition end

courageously advised peorle not to sign it if they did not ocare to
do g0, He steted;

"I eglwd one man, "Why d4d you sign the peper?’ He seid,
'So-and ~go seid so~-and-sopumzx go 1 signed it,' They do not have
ony judgement.” 1/

An eMerly issei woman, en o01d Tuleen, gaid;

"They went us to sign to go bsok to Japan, but very few are
signing, We don't want to peok up and wove out of here, Too much
trouble o. _2_/

Once the petition hed gotten under w y, the writer dalled on
Dre. Opler and finding thet he hed no knowledee of it, told him
that it wes being circuloted, Two deys 1ater Mr, Blsok igsued
the followine stetements

ME MORAIDUM ON RESECT GATION MATERIAY,

The “progoaents of resegregotion have beer sotive for
severel monthe, They heve addresced lettsre end petitions
to lr, lyer, to georetary Ickso, snd to Attorney Jenerel
Piidle, a1l of which letters heve been referred beek to Frojeot
Direotor Best for consideration and reply, The interested
leaders heve been repeatodly edvised thet, reperdless of ‘etters
ond petitions, there will e no Purther segregation either ot
Tule Tole Center or ¢ lsewhere, becsuse suoh o progream is
improcticel end infeasible,

The petition now being circulsted in the Colony deserves
only to be ignored, It is anonymous, and, from itg context,
hag no sromeorghip, It is unsuthorized, end, contrary to a
stotsment oontained therein, resegregation is receiving no
conglderat ion, geriocus or otherwise, from WRA, either here or
in Waghington,

Individus le end femilics who wich to look forward to @
future in Japsn have cowplied with 611 of the requirements of
either the Americen or the Jopenese Jovernment when they heve
filed for repatrietion, or expatristion, Tt is the of floda

1/ ibido pn 3.
2/ T6%., Sept. 27, 1944, p. 2,

-
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view of WRA thot nothing more need be done. No further step
will enhance the prospeots of any individual or group for an
e8rly exohhnge, nor will the present agitation, circulation

of petitions, or oarrying on of correspondence serve to hasten
the day of exchange.

It is obvious that the activities of the leaders of the
resegregation question are detrimenta) to the residents of the
colony. They inoits unrest, produce oonfusiony upset pesce of
mind, and contribute to tension and nervousmess. Uninformed
people do not know what to think, do not know whom they osn
trst. Most people do not know who the lecders are, Few know
whether to sign or refuse to sign. If they seign, they do not
know what they have signed. 1If they are asked to sign, many
are afraid to decline,

No petition will bring sabout resegregstion becsuse the
administretion policy on the subject has alresdy been determined,
No petition will gain preference for individuals and eroups for
exchange becange the Japemese govermnment is not at present
interested in discussing further exchanpes with the United States
government, No petitions or letters addressed to offiocials in
Washington wil? receive grester oonsideration than & request made
to the Projeot Dirsctor. Such communications are always sent
baock tc Mr. Best in any event.

Blook Manegers always have the right to their own personal
opinions on any matter. Any edvice they give residents on
controvertial issues should be personal and mnofficial. Such
persona) advioce would depend, of opurse, on personal views,

The resegregetion question is, of course, a polities] question,
and Blook Managers should offoially be neutral. They are not
cnlled upon, as Blook Manegers, te publioize unauthepized
announcements snd they should see thatt heir off ices, their
bulletin boards and their mess halls are not used for the
ddssemination of unofficial informetion, The best offoial
attitude teward resecregotion propagendas is to ignore it
complete ly.

The re lesse of this administretive statement served to
strengthen the origine) reaction of disaprroval toward the
petition, Residents now referred to the statemsnt to baock
up their objectionse.

On September 29th K. wes ableto give the writer additional
attitudes on the pamphlet which had been expressed to him in
the past five days.

"A pamphlet was left at each house. This block had more
than enoughe.

"With regerd to signinz thepetition - it hasn't come
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xxppxf¥L around, In this block we heven't seen & thine.
But we know just where to go to sign,

"There's no mme on it. 'Who's trying to put this thing
over?' That's kmxxd the objection I've heesrd in many blocks,
Ye went to know who's responsible for it, We ocsnnot be led
like a bunch of sheep without knowing the leader.

"I ®uld say definitely that he (Wakayams) is the one
who originoted it., But who's oarrying it through. I don't
know some of their names.

“That English' I said, '"Por heaven's sske, why don't
they try something betterl' Probsbly they don't resiize,
but by providing such & poorly written statement, they lose
the respect of the people."

Ko, knowing inner oamp doings far better than the writerp,
anticipated serious trouble arising from the poor reception
the pamphlet was receiving,

"Betveen ourselves, I have always told them (the Wakeyama
bunch) that if they go too far with it, I'11 expose them
myse If' s Whether they c811 me¢ sn inu or not, it doesn't
matter, If T oame out with the feots, T think I'1)l get most
of the people to side with me,

"In mny blocks I've heerd this: the people are against
it. They're saying they're a bunch of troubls makers, I
think they're right,

"One point I really oprose: they threaten to use force.
And if they use thot force, I'm not going to stay Quiet,

“Many peovle today sre wondering whether they should
sign or not, They're afraid. They're being led into it.

"So far I didn't want to be an informer. I didn't went
to be o21led a dog. But if anybody is ser iously hurt or killed,
why should I hesitete? My oconsoience tells me that as long
as I shield him (Wakayama) I'm respohsible to the people,
As long as he's at large, he'll continue, But ss lonz as he
doesn't do it, I won't say s thing.

"I've visited many people. The mejor ity sre considering,
They're afraid something will heppen. Those who heve a mind
of their own, they won't sign. Only one man (with & mind of
his own) hes told me he had signed it,

"Another thing I've heayd from & most prominent person
(in the Resezregation Group), he stated that they had & number
of killers among themselves.‘l/'Why does he say that?

1/ This statement wes made by Reverend Tsuha at the time he
was leader of the Sokolu Kenkyu Seinen-dan,
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"poday Wakayems is not respected in his block., The
peorle are waking up to the faocts, They are not dumb,
They see things, Of course, there a s few still behind
him, Even his wife hes gaid thet she wants to move away
from that blook," 1/

On the same day that this ststement wes made, the writer
te1ked to two nisei girls., Neither had even hesrd of the
pamphlet or the petition., The next day, another old Tulean
nisei girl who 1ived in en anffi-ststus quo blook steted that
811 she knew about it wes thet gome men had come around to
get the ppople to sign something. 2/ Apparently, he was
given 1little attention. Mrs, Okemoto told the writer that
they had received the pamphlet but were waiting to see how
other peorle felt about it before making up their minds, ?_/

The writer called on the yatsude's when the pemphlet
had been in oriculetion about a week, They appeared somewhat
subdued. Mrs. Matsude remerked with determinat ion that they
had just obout gotten a1l the signatures of "those who really
wanted to go back to Japen" adding, "Today was the last day
they could sing." This last stetement was wither a falsehood
or 8 bluff, since the writer had covered the camp very
thoroughly and no informant mentioned thot any ultimstum hed
been set regarding the dete of signing the petition. "The
people just lsughed at Mr. Black's stetement in the Newell
Stay which hed werned that unsuthorized petitions would
not be allowed, said Mrs. Metsuda, She added that some of
the block menagers (pre-resegregation, no doubt) had been
very angry because the statement in the mell Ster had
contended that the matter hed been brought up in the Block
1/ R. Hankey, Notes, Sept. 29, 1944, p. 6.

Z/ ibidc, Sept. 30’ 1944’ p. 1.
3/ Toid.,
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Meneger's meeting, This, said Mrs. Matsuda, wag untrue, Said
Mr. Matsuda:

“How oan you get suthority for a petition 1ike this?
The next time we put out something we are g-ing to take the
peper to the block manager beforshand and he better not
soy anything."

His energetioc spouse remerked sign if joantiy:

"We_srs going on as we were even if the people squawk'™ 1/

Attitudes showing resistance or indifference to the
petition continued to be expressed wall into the month of
October. On Qotober 2nd Nr#. Yamaguchi'g attitude had
changed from one of semi-indif’erence to definite expressisons
of aggravetion becauss of the pressure being put upon him to
sign, He 1ived in Ward VII, one of the seotions where the

Hokoku oconcentrated its efforts.

"I say, "1pove me alone and I'11 leave you slone.! TIf I

feel like it, I'11 sign. I haven't signed yet,

“I'm Japemsse - no gatter whot they (the pressure group)
say. If we swear to be Japmnese, we are Japanese,

"Myse1f, I went to gee Reverend Tsuha, We talked until
1:30 in the morning., We had o different idea and couldn't
comé to an agreement, so I came back, , . The Sokoku Kenkyu
Seinen-dan is back of it, Reverand Tsuha told me, 'TAmybody
Who sign on the paper cen be in the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen=
dan, but whoever doesn't sign can't Be a member,' Reverend
Tsuha told me, 'Mr, Akashi is the first ome to put out the
resegregation and he's the father of naming the Sokoku
Kenkyu Seinen-dan,' 2/

"Even if we sign or don't sign, it won't do no harm.
Maybe somebody will ask me and maybe T wil1 sign, but nobody
hes asked me to signe « o We didn't get any time 1imit to
sign. They didn't give us any dead line,"

To indicate the oclosemess of the relationship between

the origina) Resegregation Group and the Sokoku Kenkyu

Seimen-dan, Yamaguohi said, "It's 1ike brother and sister,"
He nsdded that he had ea]led up>n Reveremd Kai and Mr. Kuratomi

1/ ibid., pp. 1-2.
2/ This was the petition of April, 1944,
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to discuss the metter but "we were both being so careful
what we said, that I oouldn't met any oclesr picture "
In spite of his professions of ignorence, Yamsguchi hed
managed to find out a good deal about the strength of the
young men's organizetion, He told the writer that they did
not have more than 60 or 70 members in each ward, which
would give them a membership of about 550 st this time,
His own ward VII was very strong. However, Ward I with
62 members and Ward III with 50 members were weak, He
agrdad entirely with the writsr that the organization had
concantrated its efforts in certainwerds, As final condemnation
he added:
"I think the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan is just like that
fellow Kawaii who went to the JACL that 811 of the nisei wanted

to go into the Army, 1/ o o o The Sokoku Kenkyu dossn't say a
thing what their purpose is," 2/

On October 5th a nisei girl, 1iving in Ward I remerked:

"Most of the peopls in block 7 don't seem too enthusiastie
about it (the pstition). But in block 8, I hear there are
quite a few strong backers." 3/

On the seme day another nisei girl stated thst she had

heard that in some wards the Sokoku Kenkyu had forced the

children of parents who had not signed the vetition to stop

attending the morning exercises or taigo, 4/

My . Okamoto, the writer's conservative bloock manager
friend, disapproved of the pamphlet and petition althouzh
he was at this time a member of the Sokoku and regulasr ly
attended their meetings and lectures., He appreciated the
oppor tunity to leern more of Japenese oulture and history.
1/ Nobu Kawaii was a prominent member of the JACT in Gila

with whom Yemaguchi oame into conflict at the tim of
Military Registration,
2/ R. Hankey, Notaes, Oct. 2, pp. 1, 2,

3/ ibid., Oct. 5, 1944, p. 1.
7/ 1o,
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f the vetition he snid:

"phat 43 not authorized, That's one of the bigeest objections
rizht now, REverybody hates to sign becsuse of the unauthor ization
of the statemsnt,

"1 got 8 notice last week (from Mr. Bdack) that lr. Best was
against resegregation. I don't know who's working on the body
(Sokoku)

"Really, I'd like to know why those persons do it., Maybe
they tried to get authorization (from the administrotion) but
they were rejected?

"Everybody wou'd like to go back to Japan. But that wasn t
dons throurh the proper chammels. The way I feel, I think they
shou:ﬂ contact WRA befors they distributed those pamphlets.
that's the regular procadure to somathing 1like that.

"Some of ths DEOFT? want to take my advice, But I can't
ta1]1 them because T don't want to give false stotements. We had
meny signatures in this block. (okamoto's block, 69, was very
strongly pro-status quo.)

"Raally, if they want to orgenize a good organization, thay
should contact WRA, if they want to carry out things." &/

Okamoto was one of the many maive people lured into thse
Sokoku Kenlkyu by the expressed high aims of the organization and
by the instructive lectures. Ipter, many of these persons found
it impossible to extricate themselves from the organization.

on Octobey 10th the wr iter celled on Nr. Abe who lived in
the Menzanar section end obtaimd his reaction, She remerked
that she hadheard that in Manzanar elone 1200 new signatures had
been obtained for the resegregation petition, AbS ga id
"Phey may hove gotten themhere in the Manzanar section.

The people here don't know what it was a1l sbout, The major ity
of them signed under intimidationm or ignorance ,

"mesegrezotion means nothing when you analyse nhat they
say. My family of [ive have applied already through the Spanish
ambassador to go back to Japan. Qo what mors do we need? . « e

"pyen those who signed for resegregation are tired of trouble.
They simply think those who want to go back to Japan should 1ive
together. If we (men 1liks Abe) were given a chance to gxplain our
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opinion, they would be convinced (and would swing away from resagragation),
But we are not given the chance to,

"Some say they have 8000 signatures, some 6000, some 4000, I don't
believe 10,000 signed., This time, in the 01d oamp (excluding Manzanar)
nobody signed. Even those who gigned in this block, they are ignorant or
uneducateds If they are educated, they are stubborn and narroweminded," 1/

On Qctobsr 12th Yamaguohi reported to the writer on the success of the
petition in the mManzanar section:

"I sent a man over to Menzanar to ses what wos going on, He said only
one ~third signed. Two-thirds of the peon’e haven't any interest in it,
This man says the same thing T say, '1pave me alone and I'1]1 leava you
2 lone " 2

A very eonservative old Tulean nisei girl, one of the legitimate

fence-sitters, gave sn attitude which was very common among her group:

"We never even thought about it (the petition). We just frowned
on it, Everybody in c2mp is supposed to be equal, I think we should
go back To Japan as the Japandse govarnment sayse A lot of my friends
said, 'My o01d man signed because he was told to sign,' Now thay
regret ite The psovle say thay (Resegregation Group) and those who
sien are selfish to wish to go back to Japen before the othars."'i/

Effeats of the Petition on the_ﬂesidants

This pamphlet and petition showed inddbitably that the great
majority of the camp residents was completely out of sympathy with
the Resegregation Groups Someé converts were gained, but by far
the greater number of peorle changsd from the attitudes of ind ifference
or suspicion to dislike or hostility. As resegregationist pressure
increased, certain gourageous,And independent persons began to speak
openly against the group, 2dvising thelr friends and neighbors not to
sign. The insimusation that those who did not sign were not "true
Japanese" wes resented enormously, but, ot this time, did rot force
many people into signing. The fact that the petition was also an
attempt to "make trouble in camp" was also resented by a populace
1/ ibid,, Oct. 10, 1944, ppP. 1, 3.

Z/ T61d., oct. 12, 1944, p. 5.
T/ ToW., Oot. 27, 1944, p. 6.
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which had had nothing but trouble for a year, was exhausted by
tension and ready for peace at any price, Had not the mass of

the peopls so strongly desired peace, it is very 1ikely that the
petition would have osused more furor, more people would have joined

and the opposition would have exerted more foroe.

ATTITUDES TONARD RENUNCIAT ION QF @¥T IZENSHIP - SEPTEMBER 19 TO OCTORER %

Throughout this period the writer did not find thet the
prospect of renunciation of citizenship was occupying a major place
in the attitudes of the residents. Undoubtedly, many individuals
were thinking about it and discussing the pros and cons, but there
was no gameral anxiaty, TAter, when questioned on this period,
informants stated that "the people Wwere waiting to see whether it
would really be a law or not." The matter, however, was of great
importance and interest to the Resegregation Group. On almost
evary visit to one of the leaders, the subjeot was brought up.

Mr . Wakayama, an older nisei, though & prominent leader of the
Resegregation Group, was by no means enthusiastic about renunciation
as it applied to him personally. He realized the helplessness which
loss of citizenship might bring upon him, but, as a leader of the
group which was loudly demanding repurciat ion as sdon as possible,
found himse1f in a difficult position. The following statement
betrays his vacillation:

"rhe only thing the people ore interested in now is the
denunoiation of citizenship. Some people (the Resegregation
Group) have sent a petition to Washinton to request forms., But
the Attorney General's office is not prepared yet.

"W ¥ I think thet it (renunciation) is unconstitutional.
I think it's a war time law, You can't descriminate apainst a
certain portion of the people just because of their color and
racé. They evacuated them and then they try to pin them down to
ocitizenship. They say it is voluntary, but once a person is

thrown into camp and pushed arourd he looks st the thing emotionally.
They (Japansse) ere not responsible .
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"The majority of the people are not disgusted with the United
States, but with the people who ere runnins the United Stetes ot
the present time, But when they try to force me to sign my neme
for the benefit of the administration, I won't stend for it,

"But after the war the entire picture will be chenged,
Although T may be deportsd to Japan, T don't think the United
States will do that," 1/

Mr. Yamashita also gtated thet he beliaved the renunziatien
of citizenship wee another form of descriminetion agoinst the
Japaneze

"Why, if this is not so, are they teking away the Japenece
citizenship? Of gourse, ther: might be many meny reasons for
taking away Japanese citizenship. But from the Jepeanese view,
we see it thisg way: the American covernment took this oppor tunity
to solve the Japsneseé problem once and for all to get rid of all
the Japanese race from the Western Hemimphere " 2/

On September 30, Mrs. Matsuda apgein informed the writer that
"they" had received a letter from Mr. Ennis of the Depertment of

Justice advising them to hold on, that everythineg was going

somothly and thet they would be notified when the renunciastion of

citizenship forms were ready, 3/

M. Ke, one of the few non-Hokoku peoplea who showed a
prounounced interest in the renundistion of citizenship at this
time, stated:

"We are anxiously awaiting thet questionnaire to decide
our citizenship. However, everything is very quiet in camp

now o“ 4/

WARD CHATRMEN AND BTOCK MANAGERS RENOVED FROM MR, EUYC§§l§_JURTSDICTION

In mid-September Mr, Huycke, who had previously hed jurisdietion
over the channeling of requests and complaints fromr the blook
mgnagers to Mr. Best, was relisved of this duty end it was given to
Mr. Thomas, Whether this was done because of the constent friction

between Mr, Huyohe and the block menegers, which, it will be
1/ ibid., Sept. 21, 1944, p. 1.

2/ T61d., Ooct. 3, 1944, p. 5.

3/ T6Id., sept. 30, 1944, p. 2,

4/ T6W., sept. 19, 1944, p. 1.
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remembered, broke out in serious proportions in June of 1044,
the writer does not lknow, However, mMr. Thomes' accession was
regarded with setisfection by 211 of the writer's Blook Manager

irformants., Thomes, on the whole, was well 1iked, Another

indiontion of how Mr, Huycke was regerded by the pesidents st

this time appears in the following story which was related
with grect relish by a Japanese:

"Mr . Huycke osme to the Undo-ked (a kind of traock meet)
very late, about 4:30, He ceme to me (the informent wes acting
a5 a master of ceremony) and seid he wented a good seat, The
guys around said in Jepenese, 'What the he1l% Put thet guy in
arny old place,' Natorelly Mr. Huycke didn't know whet they said
and it wes funny becsuse he was smiling and bowing and everybody
was laughing at him," 1/

DIFFICUTTIES A ONG CO-OP BOA®D OF DIRECTORS

At this period a merked srlit appesred smonr the cersonnel
of the Board of Directors of the Cooperssive Entérprises. The
writer was never able to get at the bottom of it, though she
was well acquainted with one of the important board members.
According to Currie, the Supervisor of the Enterprises, the
aplit developed between the pro-stotus quo and anti-stetus
quo members, Matsumura, the treasurer appeared to he very
hostile to Nomura, the president. Currie also suspectsd that
Matsumure and other Board members werc attempting to eain evidence
of a type which would discredit Nomurs, Eventuelly Nomura
resigned, The Board st this time was stil) wresting with
the 0ld luxury issue and was considering dividing the merochandize
into two arbitrary categories: essential and non-sssentiai,
Currie thought thet by this action the Board wes tekine too much
authority upon itself, and thet instesd, it should submit the
decision to the Ward Assemblies and let the psople decide it, 3/

1/ ibid,., Sept. 11, 1944, p. 8.
2/ Tbid., Sept. 18, 1944, pp. 4-5.




It is not known whether this was ever dome, The luxury issue
eventually was settled by the gradusl withdrowal of certain
of the more expensive and "nor-essential" merchendize. wr,
K., who knew a great dea)] about the inner workings of the
Co-op at this time, told the writer that it wes the o1ld Board
of Directors who resipned after the Hitomi murder who were
responsible for the diffioultiese

"If the 01d Roard of Directors get too nosy end keep
on trying to cause trouble, if they go too far with their
dirty work, we (the new Board) might investigate their past

record., Certain things have already been uncovered which arse
not very good to tell.

"For instance, T have stopped the Co-op from investigating
shipments of me lon and chicken £o the ocamp from Manzanar.
Instead of giving it to the people they gave it to the centeens,
There is no sense digeing out emy dirt,hesause a man got killed,
et it go at that," A/ ]

"the former Board of Directors asre jealous of the present
Board, At the time the Co-op was turned over to them, they
handled it 1ike a hot potatoe, They (ths old Board) were afraid
of their necks. During the period of transition; they oould not
cooperate with the ppesent Board., They wers wishing that they
would not be successful,

"rhe truth is, they were very successful, Now the (the old
Boerd) are jeslous of it and want to cause disruption and oreate
disharmony among the present directors, Zexkyixx They br ing up
matters which they shouldn't." l/

An interesting minor event whioh concerns the popular
attitude toward the Intermal Security more than it does the
Co-op ocourred st this time. Mr, currie wrote a letter to
the Internel Cesurity, thanking them for thair assistence
in putting & stop to the vandelism and thievery which had
been perpetrated against the canteens in recent weeks. Before
sending the letter he showed it to George Matsudura, treasurer
of the Co-op, who in Currie's words, "nearly had a stroka" .

George said, "We oan't thank Interna] Security for anything.

1/ ibid., Oct. 16, 1944, p. 6.




Do you want us all to get our throats cut?" Mr, Currie did not
send the letter.l

CHICKEN AND OSASHIMI

An amusing but very common camp reaction to a temporary
improvement in food was also reported by seversal informants at

this time:

"I'1l tell you something funny though. HRecently we got daicken
in this camp. @~hortly after that we had what the Japanese really
like, osashiml (raw fish). Feople are now wondering what's gang
to happen.

"Just before the Spanish Consul came here our food improved
tremendously. We had three eggs a wook. &fter he left, the food
got bad again."?

Vhenever there 1s a marked improvement in food, the residents
invariably suspect that the administration is up to something which
bodes no good. Lumorous remerks such as, "I suppose they're going
to take us out and shoot us and are giving us a good feed first,"

are common.

I PARTMENT OF JUSTICE RUMOR

<he rumor that the Department of Justice was to take over the
Tule Lake Center soon after the presidential election had its
origin with the higher members of the Administrative personnel,
for several weeks, 1t was considered not a rumor but a near cer-
tainty. The writer first heard it from Lr, Opler who sald on
Saptember 25 that he had heard that Dillon Myer had stated that
Tule Lake would be rmoing under the Department of Justice within
s1x weeks.® The next evening at a meeting of the Comrmunity Manage-

ment Division Mr., Black announced that the Pacific Coast probably

livid., Oct. 6, 1944, p. 3.
2ip1a., Sept. 10, 1044, p. 2.
S1bid., Sept. 25, 1944, p. Be




would soon be opened to the Japanese and that Tule Lake would be
closed to relocation. 7This announcement was immediately connscted
with the rumor concerning the Dept. of Justice and within a few
days had become the chief toplc of conversation among the appointed
staff and had spread to the evacuees. 4he followlng discussion
which took place at thls meeting indicates the attitudes of various
wombers of the personnel. &alter Mr. bBlack had made hls announce-
ment, Mrs, Leschin, a member of the vwelfare Staffl said:

"What concerns me ls Just how we can use this among the people

if it is Just a probability."
Mr, Black replied:
"If you know anybody intending to leave you can tell them this.,"
Two young female members of the Velfare Stafl asked:

"Way we use your name and tell“people that the big officlals

in the administration believe this?
What Mr, black replied is not known. iLowever, several teaclers,
alarmed &t what this might mean to their young students asked what

could be done to help them. kr, Huycke remarked:

"After the service men return, maybe things aren't going tobe
80 rosy. Maybe we shouldn't pressure them (to leave campl."

Mrs. ~eschin attempted to return to the subject and asked,
"Why can't a reasonable notice be given?" &pr, Gunderson and Nr,
Black shouted simmultaneously, "That's all Hearst would need."
Mrs. “eschin retorted, "Are we running this camp for kr. Hearst or

"l No one present at the meeting supported Krs.

for tho people.
Deschin in her contention that some sort of warning should be given
the people. Later, howover, several school teachers dlscussed
the possibllity of petltioning Washington and asking that this

might be done., Four days later the news had reached the

libid., vet. 1, 1944, p. 1.




Resegregation Uroup. Mprs, liatsuda asked the writer's advice,

stating that since the camp was going under Justice would 1t not

be a good ldea to petition the Dept. of Justice to keep ¥r. Robertson
in Tule Lake on the Administrative Staff.l A week later she stated:

"fthen Justice takes over we are all going to petition for
ir, Robertson to stay. dir, Yamashita says that in the internment
camps, they could get & men to stay if everyone asked for 1t."2

On October 6th the iroject Attorney, lMr. Campbell told the
writer that the Administration was seriously considering meking an
announcement to the people on the transfer of the center to the
Lopartment of Justice.® bLxcept for the ardent resegregationists,
this rumor did not cause particular excitement in the center.

Many informents favored the change in a lukewarm manner, some were
indifferent and a few spoke againat it. The attitudees expressed
by Mr. Abe and Mr., Ono probably come closest to the general senti-
ment. Wr. Abe, an issei, and strongly against the Resegregation
Group stated:

"I don't know. If the administration plays too much monkey-
business, we prefor military rule. The rule 1s strict but they are
honest. In Manzanar they felt that way. The only difference is
that we would have soldiers with bayonettes hanging around,"4

ir, Ono stateds

"We'd rather lhave the camp under the Department of Justlce.
The majorigy of the people are very firm in their desire to return
to Japan,"

My, Yamaguchli, though averring that he himselfl would prefer
the camp to go under Justice, polnted out that this misht not please

a good percentage of the camp's populations

liptd., Sept. 30, 1944, p. 2.
21bid., Oct. 9, 1944, p. 2.
51{bid., Vct. 6, 1944, p, 3.
41hid., Oct. 10, 1944, p. 2.
5Tbid., Vct. 23, 1944, p. 9.




"Ilf we go under Justice, those who have money will be gll
right. But those who can't earn will sure start crabbing again."

Yamaguchl pointed out that under Justice work would be voluntary
and no salaries would be paid.

"You remember that was the main point against the status quo.
For my frank opiniof, I'd 11ke to be an internee. But this is not
a one person camp."

Mr, Kato an ardent member of the Sokoltu Seinen-dan, who was

now becoming closely connected with ¥r, Wakayama, had good reason
for desiring the camp to go under Justice. As has already been
mentioned he had quoted lr, Beat to the Resegregation Committee as
saying that Justioce would take control a week after the election.
He added:

"Most people who are really loyal to Japan would rather have
this camp under the Justice Department., %When I made this report
to the Hosegrepgation Jommittee they were very happy over it. They
feel that under the Justice Department only the loyal Japansse will

be here - no Amorican cltizens - and would be under the protecting
power, which 1s the Spanish Consul,

"There is not rmch rumor yet, so far as I hear. I was told
by some of the Hesegregation Committee not to start a rumor yet,
80 I'm keeping mmum,

"Of course, the people who want 16 dollars a month shouldn't
Pe in here. If you're loyal to Japan you shouldn't be thinking
of refrigeration and ice boxes, The real Jepanese wish to go back
to Japan in body only, that is, If it is necessary. WYe always
think of the soldlers at the front. What we're going through now
is nothing to that., That's why those who wish to resepregate do
not get along well with the inu,"2

Mr, lge, also an ardent member of the Sokoku and a friend of

Kato'as stated:

"My friends feel that 1t would be a fine thing if the Justice
Department took over the camp because they have heard a lot of good
atories of the internment camp and they ti/ink that then this camp
will come directly under the management of the cabinet, under the
U, 8, 4., not indirectly, as now,"®

livta., Oct. 2, 1044, p. 2.

Bibld., Oet. lo, 1944, p. 2. Nlote to what extent ~ato had come
under the influence of Yamashita's oratory. Gee p. 626,
S1pid,, Oct. 14, 1944, p. 2.




K, however, stated with characterlstlc bluntness:

"That (the rumor of Justice) is known throughout the camp,
but it is not being talked about. The Resegregation Group are
bragging throughout the camp that i1t i1s because of them that the
camp is gzoing under Justice. I said to one: 'If your influsnce
is so great as that, you could do much more for the Japanese in
other ways.," -

This rumor was deflated very suddenly. Vhen Dlillon Myer
visited the center on October 10th he stated at a seneral staff
moeting that he did not know to whom Tule Lake was golng to be
turned over. "1 wouldn't worry about it. Honestly, 1 don't
know the answer, There are so many variables and too many dif-
forent factors to be considercd."® Mr, Robertson told the writer
three days later in confidence:;

"I had a long confidential talk with Kyer and he told me that

he really doesn't know about the lepartment of Justice teking over.
I think Mr, Best jumped the gun on this. 1 don't think Myer
intended him to do that. 7The rumor around hers was so strong among
the Administrative staff that I thought 1'd ask liyer where 1 stood.
I reckon it's about a 50-50 chance."

Never having had an important effect on camp attitudes, the
gradual reallzatlion that Justice was not to take over the camp
was received witn indifference by most of the Japanese. The
pressure group however, was disappointed but declided to carry on
regardless.

POLICY OF He SLGHEGATION GROUP AFTER HuTITION

According to Lr, Upler's analysis, the resistance wilith which
the people met the petition brought about a marked change of

tactics on the part of the Hesegregation Group and a split in the

leadership of ihe organization and a change of policy which con-

sisted of minimizing resegregation as the primary aim of the group

1bid., Oct. 16, 1944, p. 5.

21p1d., Oct. 10, 1944, p. 4.
94b1d., Oct. 13, 1944, p. 1.
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end insteed, extending the sctivities of the Seinen-dan
to educetionsl, cultural, social snd phygieal eduestional
eotivities,

The writcr's dinvestigetion during thig ver iod gives
8 different ploture. At the end of September Yamsghita
and Wekayams ceme out of hiding end took over control of
the Resegregation Group., Actually, me has been exv’ained
previously, they asays hed had & grest deal of inf Juence ,
but when no runitive sction followed the relesse of the
petition, they believed that the time wes now opportune to
come out into the open end take the 1ion's share of the
prestige. To do this, they found it mecessery to dispose
of Reverend Tsuha, the leader and nominel founder of the

Sokoku Kenkyu seinen-dsn. They 8lso were now resdy to

proceed with the plans which they had been deve loping

over 8 period of many months, These plens consisted of:
1) the forms1 organizetion of the eduit gupporters of the
Resegregetion Group, those people who hed sigred the newly
oiroulsted September petition or verified their gigmetures
on the ¥Merch petition., Thig group wes now formed into e

dues payinz body which adopted the mame of Solm;_i Kikoku

Hoshi-dsn, (Orgenization to return to the homeland immedistely
to serve.)3 2) the initiation of a program of var led

sotivities, sooinl, athletdic, oultural, ete., for the young

people; 3) the expulsion of mewbers "who scted Un{ap-mu'. °

step which was mentioned in the petition itself, This poliey,
however, wes not put into effect unti) the latter pert of
October ; 4) the edoption of threst and violence to stop the

mouths of those who oriticized the orgenization,
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The poor reception of thre petition wes not responsible
for the edoption of verious ectivities of a pubric servioce
mature for during the two weeks whioh preceded the appecreance
of the petition the writer was told severo? timeeg by leeders
of the Fesegregotion Group thet theee sctivities were being
planned, 1/ The ides of resegregetion was not dropped or
even relegeted to khe beckground e both Dr, Opler and Mr,
Robertason beljeved, The writer wag firmly impreseed with this
by vr . Yamaghite when she vigited him on October 30, after

the gokuji Kikoku Hoshi-den hed been orgenized, "We want

to be resscregoted so that we can orepare for immediste
repatriotion,” steted Mr. Yemeshite, 2/ Ieter, the writer
disoussed this period of the Regegregetion Group's deve lopment

with Mr, Mursatomi, ,He stoated that her interpretstion was

correcty "They just followed their preconceived plan,” 3_/

It is 2180 very doubtful if the preception of the
petition brought about the resigmtion of Reverend Tsuhs,
The idea of oiroulstimg the petition wags primarily Velmyema's
and Techibera's and it is difficult to see why Tsuha ghould
resign beosusc the petition was not o regounding success,
Undoubtedly Tsuhe wes forced out because he wag becoming e
threat to the power of Wekeyema and Techibepma, These
deve lopeme nts ore deseribed in detsil in the geotion following,
Meeting agodn on the 8th of October, the eighth being the
date observed in Japan by netiommide prayer for vietory, the
Sokolu heard sn eddress by Wr, Wekeysma, M¥r. K. commented om
the speech:

1/ ibld.. Sept. ]2. 1944. Pe Be
;/Wa. Oct . 30’ 194‘. PPe. 1-3.
/m.. “ri s' ,945. p. 8.
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"No people seemed to core to preise ¥r, Wakayame's
speech et the Sokoku Ken méeting, When ¥Mr., Yameghite
gpoke, I heord @ Jot of commendetion,

"When Welkeyame wes introduced he said he hed served ag
e semator 8f the United Stetes, He told me that in San
Pedro too, He eanid he went in and out of the Congregsioml
Building so meny times thet no nisei had stepped il end out
of thet building es many times es he did}

"Now T know there is ro semator from the Hawaiian
Islerds. (Wekaynos comes {rom Hewaii,) I've reed the
Constitution corefully to see. 1I'd 1ike to know whet term
he says he served go thet I could ehack it." 1/

At this time end Imter, ¥Mr, Welkayama, Mr, Tochibam
and others, mede mmerous sddregses in the megs halls of
the oenter., In these speeches they stressed their intimate
conmection with high Japenese off icials end the specinl
prdfe leges they would m able to gain for members of the
Rescgrege tion Group aftey repatrietion, Both men apparently
woere fadr orotors snd impressed the issei to & high degree,
Pwo informents descr ibed the effect of thege speechss:

"fakmyams end Yemsshita geained s great following bty
mking strong olesrout stetements, They said, 'If you're
not & follower of this group you can't go bsck to Japan,
Vekayams @ 1gso said thet the Hoshi-dan (the neme by which
the edult orgeuization wag JSter to Decome commonly lknown)
wes going to have subdivisions in the verious prefectures
in Japan to handle the Japansse Who were coming beok from
sbroad for their future colonization," .2_/

"Welayeme apd Yameshite spoke in the mee hs1ls & nd the
suditorium snd they appesred to be great speskers and well
educnted., They had the clevermegs of foolirt the issed
with thedr menner of thinking. The issei fedl in love
with their way of empregsing themge lves - so 1ike & grest
men, thet they thought thi;} were grest men, Meny believed

in them very sincere 1y."

"Weleyems, hosever, when spesking before groups of
young men, made some extremely redica) stetements, The se

gtotements were received with shock end slarm by meny of
1/ sstxx3 ibid., Oot. 16, 1944, pp. 6-7,

r/ fbﬁ., E'Eo 21. 19‘5’ Pe 2.

!/ W.’ F.b. 20, 19‘5, p. a.
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the resilents and certedn individuels, particulsrly issei,
protested, These protests beceme more and more vehement,
when Wakeyams urged the younz men dn to vielence if they
met with opposition, It wes to stifle this oritiodem that
Waleyame adopted violence, The greet majority of the members
of the Resepreretion Group, however, did not suspeot that
the leccere were emberking on sotionsg of thie type., The
lectures, the aim of prepering for 1ife in Jepen ond the
rosy promises of epecial priveleges on returnineg to Jepen
oontimed to lure in merbers, Several of the writer's
informnts booame elmost of fended when she suggested that
there might be more behind the orpanization than met the
eye. Seid Mr, Okamoto:

"¢ 45 on entirely unpoliticel orzenization and the

lectures are very good." 1/

A young nisei girl mede the following comment on
Wakayama's speech of October 8th:

"fhe speeohes are quite impregsive end they sre very
educatisnel for the you people; and they impress the older
mn tood 2/

Mr. K, howsver, had no illusions as to the sims of
the lenders. By refusing to join the orgenization or sign
the petition, he, 8s o prominent men, hed alrcady inourred
their hostility.

"They wented me to join their group, But when they
found thet my neme did not eppesr on the 1ist (of sizners)
they commenced to abodd me, I'm efrsid T will be suspescted
by them es long 8s I'm in this ecamp, They have asked me to
represent this blook, which I refused, I elso refused to
sign the petiyftion,

"They are orgemiaing, but not because the people are
wholehesr ted1y behini them,"
1/ ibid., Oct, 6, 1944, p. 1.

.‘:/ m.‘ Oot. 9, 1944, Pe 1.
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K. then informed the writer thot ghe herself might
be in denger if she entered the Vanzsarar section ot night,
providing the grour suspected thet ghe wes talking to him,
Except for the wild threat made after the Okamoto ghooting,
this weg the first time that @ Japenese had warned the
writer againet violence, Since the writur wes on excellent
termg with Wellayama , Yoameshite and others ghe ocould not

efford to ebendon her cotivities snd miss the opportunity

of keeping informed of the ectivities of the group. MNoreover,

no evidence hod ag yet ind ioted thet the group was really es
denperous ss K, dmplied. The writer therefore decided to
continue this odd type of espiomge on the Pesegreget ion
Group and se€ what deve loped, K,, who w:l/’%:ry irate stote
of mind at this interview, added:

"they're atirring up unrecesssry fear end unrest in
camp, Some of them ought to be put behind barg,.”

It is so unusue] for s Japanese to sugpest imprisonment
of enother Japenege thet the weiter remsrked that if the
gitust ion were ss serious os theis, the administretion
ought to know aboyt it end teke sotion, Mr. K, replied:

"At loost the sdministration mows who sre interested
in the orgenizetion, The sdminigtration Mo s the nomes of
the people who signed the petition and shou}ld be lbll to
go through the 14ist and piek up whom they suspect "

K3's hope thet the sdministretion would take sotion
proved 111 founded,

The success of the QDotober 8th meeting reflected
itse1f in the attitude of ¥rs, ¥etsude whom the writer
visited the dey after the meeting. She strutted regelly
@about the room while tellinz the writer what trenspired,
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She hergc if' hod not gone ingide the suditor ium becsuse
she hed her badr up in curlers, While she wes standine
outeide the door listening, Mr. Sendborn of the Internal
Security drove up, "s most running over" her, He esked
what wes golng on, She sudd she aid hot know, but thet
they hed o permit for the reeting, fandborn, scoording
to her story, steted thet he thought they had e permit
for s donce and sdded thet she ocught to know what weg going
on inside since she weg ntanding outside listening, He
then asked how many people wers pregent, Again Mrs. Metsuds
snid thet she 244 not know, At this point &8 younz man came
out of the anditorium and in angwer t» Sandborn's questisn
@8id thet there more obout 600 reorle present, S3endborn
gaid he "d4dn't want any funny busimss" and drove awey,

At thie interview Mps. ¥atanda {nformed the wyiter

“thet those persons who d4d not attend the meet ing were

be ing ssked to resimms. The writer doubts thet this polioy
had eirendy btoen initieted, Probsbly the 1ists of "Une
Japanese" persons were being mode up, The first notioces
were sent out a few weeks later, She sleo geid thet eech
ward wes holdinz weekly meetinges, A complets tally of

the "resegrepet ion sigretures” 19d now been mede ond numbered
10,000,

"This s the fine) memberghip, We sre not poing to teke
fny more becsuse soon we'll e under the Justice Depertment _}_/

The true reason for Reverend Tsuhe's regignation was very
diffioult to discover. Dr. Opler laid it to the poor reception

accorded the petition, 1/ Japamese, however, Wid it to

- - -, T T e - - O e - e W

1/ tb‘d.. Qct. 9. 19“. PPe. 1-2,
Z/ TRE Comrunity Amelysis, "Peport on center Trends," Oot. 18,
mgl Pe 1.
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Jealousy, Mr. K, exploirgd the matter ¢h some cdetell:

"Teuhe wes kicked out or demsted beesuse e fipht started
between gamsibuys Yemaghite, Wakeyama end Tsude, Those three
were lookine for glory. As Jong es Tsubhm weg in the vssition he
weg the res) orcanizeer and Fuzkikergxsxd Yamsghita snd Wakayama
couldn't get o11 the credit, They wented to zrsb a1] the zlory
for themselves. By making & very ghamefu) cherge against Tsuhe
@ that he wee f£irting with Vre, yotgude - end thet they didn't
want snybody of thet kind of ochuvacter ns 2 leader of the iy
orge nization, ar they sterted to kick rip sut Y _}_/

Tatey the writer was oablets pein considerabls ocorrodorat ion
that jeolovsy wee the chief motive for Teube's ejection and
6150 thet thig perticulesr rumor was spread ebout him, K.

odded s

"hen o bumeh get togotber who 1ike to wet on the
frent pege 811 the time, they will not m1%o% sny person
who's gmoyter thon thewss lvee to be too populsr, He (Teuhs)
wee the reol orrenizer of the Sokoku Xerkyu Seintn-dan, [e
nes getting vwell known throughout the cmcp, 60 the othe r
peorle were afrsdid he wees getting ¢11 the bouguets., So they
kioked him out, They wepnt 811 the eredit for themselvas,
If Yemschita epd Wakeysmo remoin as ¢onse 1lors, ot the emnd
they too wil) fight, They wi)) try to egaim cl1 the oredit,

Ko 8l1so told of an onmusing erpument be had hed with a
strong Pesgemrepnticniast:

"Something funny reppered the other dey, You know thgy
heve stopped serving liver sousege hore beceuse the Jepanesge
don't ke it. Well, ome of the pressure group told me thet
they had gtopped it, I sedd, 'If you heve thet mueh influence,
why don't you ssk for more eggs? Imst week we got only twe
6rfR0e

"Thoge fellons sre nleo bragzing thet it's beosuse of them
thot ir, Bleck snd ¥r, Best ors going to e discharged,

"the other dey I had an arpgument regnrding the pemphlet,
Iwasg talking to one of the ofPicers, T ssked him if it »ag
bone f4de, why didn't they sirn thelr romes, He sadld, "We
oen't sign our nemes,’ I opked why, WHe said, 'There are sples
amont us who mizht report us.' I sadd, '1f there are dogs
emong your group, it's going to be terrible if you're
rescgrepated,” Y said, 'According to my unlerstmeding, you
were permitted to orranize the Resegregzation Group, You have
anthority to ro aheed with it, Then why are you afreid to sism
your mame? A1l in 8ll, this is too fishy for me,'" 2/

1/ R, fankey, Hotes, Mar. 6, 1946, p, &,
2/ dbid,., Oct, 10, 1944, p. 7.




On Ootober 10 Dillon Myer arrived on the projeot for
8 dey., The Resegrepetion Group ssked to heve an intermiew
with him but this request weg not grented.

Newy/ Development of the Resegregetion Group

The most reveeling gtetement on the new deve lopments
within the orgenizetion ceme from Mr. Yomaghite, one of the
most powerful of the lenders, who gaid:

"We don't have exsctly the reme it wag previously oelled,
But being thet this is o sepregetion comp, we wented to be
resegrepated/ so we oculd prepare for imrediste repstristion,
So under such circumstences, ne teocome regorded snd oslled
"the resegrepants®,

"But becouse of the fect thet this comp hever hes been &
segrépation osrp In the reel soense of the weaning, ss thsre
were eo meny residents who were not clarified themselves or
by WRA as sepregoeg, the mein sim of the go-0nl)ed resepgre

Pt!tion wes to wigh for Irmediste riat ion, re

Ve remec our orﬁniznmﬁs‘%'m- prineipal
resgon of the movement - Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-dem « The Patriotie
Orgenigetion of the TmmedTnte 'ﬁcp-!rﬁt'c_a._-

"We sre not reguestine priority. But we belleve by our
belief 4f we can be given the opportunity of bosrding on the
exchange bost, we prepare for immediste pesponsibility,

"It 45 xem only amms the rame bes heen specificelly
mede ot this time, Put tle meaning end eim of the or
is the same, Tt s . 1 Jepamape who manted to
the mother country if tlere is = poes ibility of doinz so.

“It ie nothing sgeinst the WRA or snything 1ike that,"

¥ . Yamaghits continued to explein the aims of the organization
in the fluent, intr icate phregeology which he considered the proper
mode of expreseion for a highly educeted mang

“The Sokolu Kenkyu eim is just the seme in thet it heg been
odopted for the mother eountry, It is the study of the mother
country. This younger gerersation can gtudy every possible thing of
the mother country while utilizine this emple time, This will keep
in esch ones mind what our countrymen 4n Jepan sre doing for the
best of themse lves to cerve for the country and to prepare for
himge If' ©11 tie possible necessity in physical and mental
eondition, so that whet he will prepsre for himself physiesily or
menta1ly while resideing here in this cemp, osn be utiidzed for the
best of the mother country on his arrdval, if he oan go on the
exchange boat,
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“The principde of the orgenizatdon oe ot be oheonged,
The progrem »f orpenization camnot be further steted or thought
of other then in prepering themse lves, while residing here in thig
oémp, They cen hove lectures heére, to poligh themse lve g
mente 11y and physics1ly. They cen study and they cen soknow ledpe
modern educetion by studying @lectrieity, radio, or eny other
things he wigh to utilize,

"And for the physieal tradning: it 1g necesgery for it is
natural for young people to train thomee 1ves phygios 1y becsusge
this eamp oun e considered s 'ittle larger Sadl - and Jein
People even we ik arsund the Ja11 we 1) when they exeroise
themee veg for thedr own benefit,

brothers, cousing
other country, And
younger peo-le in this camp esnnot forcet what
is going on in Jepen, by exeraise spd tre ining, especioniy ear 1y
in the morning after worshipping end preying for vietory and
eternsl 14fe for our soldisrs, These young people osn be
dee impregsed with sueh the nkPuT aotTon -ﬁ‘mmc-&m by
¢ JEpanese people in Japen,

"So = phyeios) treining inthe sar 1y morning here st thig
ctump ere first, physios1 trainine for themee veg, and seoond , we
feel thet by tredning of this kind w111 give or oon be utilized
thet perticuler time whereby thege young people sre strongly
impressed in his hesrt what the People »f Jeapen ere doing, and
these young people cennot forget that guoh thankful ection taken
by the people in Japan more or leessf s spiritus) commemoret ion,"

Yemeshitea was quite fronk shoyt the reyohologice ) effeot the
lenders hoped to g in by encoureging the ysung men in these

somewhat mgoetic mctivities:

"I we were training in open deylight, it wil1 not impre as
the people much - Just ordinery exercises, But getting up
early in the morning 4s to feel that we, oven thourh here in
this country, asre not teking for gronted thet we oan gleep long
ot eny time., We ocennot 1ive here luxur fously, We must do
Perellel to whet omr byothers in Japan sre doing,"

WeeMuaehite interruptedif here, eskins the nyiter 1f ghe did
not think it wes terridble thot oertein Jeponese had peported

the sxeroises to Intepmal Seourity, elairine thet they disturbed
theé ir sleep on Sunday mornings. Due to thess complsints the
Interme 1 Security hed forbidien the e¥ercises in the Mensamay
Section on Sundays,

At this interview ¥r, Yomashits e1g0 stressed the impossibility
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of uniting the camp into @ unit se Kai snd Kuratomi had attempted
to do. Wishing to irk Yameghite & bit, the writer then remerked
that certein people ‘n oamp were chitiocising the Resegregetion

Group, steting thet they wished to get to Japan before the other

people in Tule ™ke. Yemaghide grew quite indignent:

"If we are oonsidered highly by the Japamese govermment end
if we happen to return to Jepan, we wisgh to saorifice everything,
ments 11y, physicelly end mterially. We are not requesting
priority. Wexwixhjust wish to let the Japenese government know
what we have in our heerts. Therefore, there should not be any
misunderstend ing between our group amd those who did not eign.
Those who did not sign sre still sitting on the fence." 1/

We. Wmtsude wes reluotent to discues the chenging poliey of
that
the Resegregrtisn Group and sugzested ®»/Ahe writer contsct Mr,
Yamaghita, She probebly feered to commit hergelf to any

statement. She told the writer only that the Sokolu Kenkyu was

goinz to devote itsc1f to the service of the community. Her
conversation with Robertson was releted by the latter:

"Mrs. Matsude told m thet the Pescgregetion Group hag
ohanged thedir whole viewpoint now, They ere trying en entirely
different thing. They sre goine to form s gervice orgnrizat ion
to promote the welfere of the colony. It probebly grew out of
¢ meeting he1ld lest nicht, She wag 81) bubbling over with the
new prospeots. They intend to stteck it from o mew point of
view," E/

It should be remembered thet the Resegregetionist leeders
were nooustomed to be fry more frenk with the writer then with
My, Robertson, wven though he wes the only member 4f the WRA
personne 1l in whom they put eny trust whatever, This purported
chenge in emcrhesis mey we 1]l have been whet they desired the
administretion to believe, Evidently Dr, Opler weg given the
seme information ag Robertson, for he degoribed the change in
the organizatioms follows:

"The, , , leadership will move in & new dircotion, involving

1/ 1b’d.. Oﬂtn 30, 1“4. Pl ai
ym., Qot. 18. 1944, Pe 2,




camp 1ife, o o the top lesdership is ocontemplatinz several
departments, ectivities, religious affeirs, sooiel welfere,
sports, educstion, eto. Formerly there were socisl, oultural,
snd physioal "Cheirmen" only. An indicetion that exohanee

baok to Japsn fe still the goml, but now e more idmiment gonl,
is the fact thet the mame is no longer Sokoku, but a term
meening in trengletion, "ssecoistion to Return to the Fatherland
%g Soon as Fossible." 1/

. Yamaghita's stetement and leter developments show that
Mr . Robertson and Dr, Opler were miginformed end thet there wag

no significeant ohenge in the aim of the orgenization, Ase to

the matter of the change of mame, Dr, Opler was quite wrong,.

It weg not the Sokolu Kenkyu which changed its name but the

adult proup which hed formerly been cealled Sei-Kakuri, The
ochange in meme wag expls imed in detei) by Meseers. Walkayamm
end Yamesghita, and by Mre, ¥Matsuda, Mr, Wakeyamm gteted:
"The neme of the Resegregetion Group is not sprropriste,
Ag one of the edvisors, I mde the sugrestion to have 4§t
ohanged. It is now oalled Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-dan, Very
litere1 tranlation: 'Immediate return to country to serve
society.' The people are getting tired of the rame'resegregation,’
The new meme now explaing our resl purpose.” 2/
Mrs., Mmtsude steted specifically thet it was the Resegregation

Group and not the Sokolm Kenkyu whioh hed changed its name, She

stated repeatedly that the Muu only s brench of the adult
group. However, the new mame had not yet been officially edopted,
She a1so told proudly of how e certein well educeted Jepanese had
consented to present & course on Japanese literature for the
group. His name wes FKemo and he wes "s black ost of noble family
in Japen", 3/

DISAGREEMENT BETYEE N MR, WAKAYAMA AUD THE ADMINISTRATION

On Ootober 4th or 6th Mr. Welmyama beceme embroied in s

oonf 1ict with the administretion, threatensd to resign his

yﬁlo olt., PPe 2—:3.
. WY| Notes, Oct. 23. 19‘4’ Pe Se
_/ 1bm-’ Oot. 25. ]9‘4, P 1.
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blook managership and e 1so threstened to make all the Blook

¥emagers ih the Nenzarar Sectisn snd the fire inspectors

resign with him, 1/ The writer got Walayame's own socount

of the diffioculty, o report which muet be regerded with
circumspection:

"} person remed Goto who is one of the residents of
my block built en additionml poroh for his dsughter, He
oame to sec me and told m about it,

"In the middle of Jure there wag an erticle publighed
in the Newel]l Star in regard to the building of edditisml
extentions, AT the seme time one of the fire prevention
inspeotors came over to mé and told me he wag told by the
fire department chief, ¥r, Owens, thet ag long as 30 feet
of space wes maintained by the residents, it would be perfeotly
a1l right for them to make 8 n extention to the building., The
speoe between the tarracks is 40 feet, So there is ten feet
leeway,

"rhig wag good news for the residents of the new ares bee
osuse the rooms were so smal)l and the people ot that time were
requesting the administretion to give them permission to build
extentions or werehouse for their belongings.

"1 mede this a:nouncement in the mess hall, The inspector
wag there too and told me that a permit 4s not required es lomng
sg the residents keep to the 30 foot 1imit,

"My, Goto followed instructions and built the room, Mr.
Goto is @ minister (Buddhist), He hes @ three room spartment
which he uses for his ohuroh, After three months the edminigtratioh
charged him for violation, At first the police ceme over,
Afterwards, Mr. Best signed the warrent for his arrest,

"They held & hearing lest month, I appeared as @ witness with
my agsistent end two Japanese members of the fire department to
tegtify that Mr, Owen made such an announcement.

"A bulletin weg isgued from the sdministretion in April saying
that no construction should be made in the new area, This
ennouncement (by Owen) wes mede in May.

"y gaid thet T mede the srnouncement (din the mess hall). It
weg not the fault of Mr. Goto. I told Xr, Best that the oese is
very clesr and thet Mr, Goto should be freed,

"Mr, Campbe1) wes we excited when I testified., He went to
whisper to the Caucesieng there. WMr, Best was very exoited also,
Fina1ly, the only excuse they made wes thet it did not scply to
the rew ares, So I sedd, '"Why dddn't you sey so and why didm't

- - e - - - - - -
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you gay so and wvhy didn't Mr, Owen meke the announcement
to the 26 members?

"Pinally Mr, Best sentenced Mr, Goto to 30 days in
the ¥Xlamath Falls jail, which would be suspended if he tore
down the building in s meek, But the building oost MNr,
Goto 70 dollsrs., Now he blames me, I'm on the apot,

"1 sadd, "I don't think I oan stey on &g Blook Menager,"
Mr, Best sadd, 'Your foult is my fault,' I ssdd, 'But you're
behind the fence. I'm topether mith thege people,' He ssid,
Yohe cese is over,' T remsimed, T spoke to M, Begt personally,
I sadd that T thouzht the deoision was very bed and that it will
deve lopy into something else, I have to reeign, He said, 'You
don't heve to resien, I o8n send those persons to Senta Fe,'

"Howecvey, T made sn announcement to the blook reésidents that
T wes resignine thet dey becsuse I oouldn't face this psrson, It
weg my fanlt, The Jopamese thouzht it a Jogical thing to dos

"Now the residents took the rcsponsibility/ and sz id nobody
wil) take on the job ss block mammger, They got sore end said,
'we shell continue to protest this to the Blook Memeger's
Hemdquerters.'

"phe next morning I went to the Block Menager's Headquarters
sand hended in my resignation, They refuced to socept it, They
gaid there is 8 rule thet unless T bring slong my suocessor they
cannot sceept, Y soid, 'I ean't dnduce cnyone to serve in my
plece,' T ssaid, '"What sre you people doing in this office? Ir
you felloms ere goinz to be WRA stoozes, I don't think it's worth
me inte ining this office,’

"The boys were sore end demonstrated their offensive spirit
to hesdouarters, (These boys Were undoubtedly Wakeyama's group
of toughk,) They got sore snd came over to my plade, All my
residants gathared in front of my office end demonstreted the ir
rea] sentiments of the outcome of the case.,

“Phey oelled & Werd Chrairmen's mesting thst evening ot
heedquerters, Meantime, the news soreed al] over the center.,
seventy or eighty young boys surrounded the hesdqusrters. Mr.

omeg Whs pohgeYving r ; Mr.
Best sadd he would meet with @ group of represéntatives from
the Ward Cheirmen,

"Y1 got the report from the Blook Mameper's chairman that
at first Mr, Best threastened these people, 'Do you want me to
0a11 the Army 1ike last year and tesch you folks & lesson?'

Of course, the people were prepared for this, They said, "Do
vou think you oan teack the people & lesson or are you going
to be in an embarraseing position?' The people of The new
area are different from the veople of the old erea, We were
a1l ready for it. They said, 'Go ehesd snd do it, we'd
rather have Army control the center than the WRA,

"as goon as the representatives sodd that Mr. Best
changed his tome. He gaid he'd sce Mr. Owens tomorrow and




give his snewer,

“"The people came back and told me sbout it, I ennounced
to the people wiast had been done, The next day Mr, Thomas
osme with & peper signed by ¥r, Best sand sgked me to go along
to see Mr, Ooto. The peper stated thet he'd changzed hisg mind
and that he would give ir . Goto two rooms in the new ares,
one for his church gerviceg and one for living, 7T told wur.
Goto, 'Are you setisfied?’ He seid he wes gatisfied so I wag
algo getisfied.

"Mr. Best seid he would not sccept my resigmtion, The
block people alsv expressed their opinion thst they wented
nobody but Mr, Welmyamam, Nr, Thomes @lso said he would igsue
o stetementt 1/

Thig egotistics 1 recital is &« splendid example of Vr,
Wakaysma's pressure teotios. The fact thet he forced Wr.
Best to compromise increased his elready over-exmggeyrrated
senge of importence. This wes most epparent BA his sttitude
when he mede this statement to the writer, He ord his henohmen
publiciged this ocourramce end thereby incressed the fesr with
which he and his grour of followers were regarded, If Walknyam
gtood so well with Mr, Best thet he could force him to his wil]l,
what chance hed 8 yesident who wished to protest ageinst his
sotivities?

THE BAI NIPPON SE INEN-DAN

It wes in ear )y October thet the writer firet begen
to hear rumors of en orgenizetion heeded by Fai snd Rurstomi,

which wes reputed to be opposinz the Sokoku Wenkyu. Almost

nothing is known of this orpanization since informants would
do 1ittle more then hint that they knew of its existence end
thot Kai and Kuretomi were behind it, Kuretomi denied the
existence of any orgenizetion to the writer, Thet he and
Reverend Kmi did heve & loyel group of henchmen there is

no doubt, for unmistakeable evidence of this eppeared later.

y ibid,, Oct. 23. 1944. PP« 1=5 ¢
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Rumor had 4t thet the Dai Nipron Seinen<den wes ebout 100

strong, The writer is of the opinion thet thie organizetion
weg never orgeniced in epy forma]l mennér, It is very doubtful
if they even on 1l¢d themse Jves by thig rome, However, the
Resegreget don Group denounced Kei end furetomi's group se &
bunch of gemblers and drinkers, striving to blecken them with
both the administretion end the residents. Mr. K. who does
not 1ie, steted thet the orgenizetion existed;

"Kmi, Kuratomi, lMord end Teude sre behind the Dai Wipponm
Seimn-dan, I've heen heuring thet they've been orge nizdig
It. Ten deys ago they claimed they hed sbout 100 members.

“"As for es I'm concerned, I'm not interegted in ¢ither
partys I weg egked why I will not join eithsr psrty, They
arranged & dinner party for me, but I refused to sttend the
dimver perty." 1/

M. Ko 0180 predicted thet if the rivalry between the
Emi-fureatomi group and the Sokoku continued, it might we1ll
lerd to gang werfere, @ prediction whioch wes socurately
born out two months later,

Yeameguchi, an excellent snooper, also told the wr iter

thet Kurutomi hod told him that he wes forning s young men's

orge nization which wae ¢»1led the Dei Nippon Se im'n-dnn."l

don't know who's beoldxg A% of it, but they sre forming, I'm
sure,” 2/

Administretive Attitude

The attitude of the higher administretive staff members
toward this intra-cemp comf1ict wag one of mtisfection, In
ite orudest form it menifested itse)f in remsrke such ag,
"fst them cut emch others throsts so lonz as they don't

bother us,” The administrotion suspected snd, to & certain

1/ ibid,, Oct. le. Iﬂ‘. Pe B,
Z/ T6W,, oct. 12, 1944, p. 6.
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extent, feored both groups and wes dnclined to look with
fovor on the conflict, In this partioulsy ctge, et jeast,
the constent evecuee complaint that the sdministration wanted
make the Japenege fight euoh other, 4, e,, divide and rule,
wag justified, The bulk of the camp regidents, ag they
became congeious of the rivalry wighed only to keep free of
it.

Minor Administretive Fanie

The higher members of the administretion were thrown
into & state of extreme conosern when s JapPnese osme to the
fdministretion building on the evening of October 3rd snd
revealed that the 'sgitators’ of whioh he hed been one, were
plenning to digorpenize the operation of the project. The
next morning ofe of Mr, Robertson's key workers resigned amd
another threatoned to resign, Wobertson steted thet he bdlieved
thet demsion in camp was at high piteh apd thet trouble

might brrak out at any minute,

“There seems to be 8 very definite tension, woree than
it hes been since the Eitomi killdng, Yesterdey morning
and today it spreng up. I look for something very definite
in & couple of weeks,

"It ceme out in thremts sgeingt the workmen, I hed
one resigmetion of o top men todey end the threst of enother,
The exouses given ere illnegs and pergons} offaires, but it
appesrs to be pressuré. They will not give details,

“The administration feels thet its the anniversary of
snother November incident. They could peralyze operetions in
the camp, The tension epreed 1ike wildfire today, It looks
ag if the young kibei ore doing the work now, They ere hitting
from seversl different sngles." 1/

The writer hed been following camp ett itudes very closely
and was certain thet no such tension ss degeribed sbove
existed. Moreover, the idea of a "November Anniversary" wag

R i ] - - - - -

l/ ibid,., Oot, 4, 1944. Pe 2,
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quite ludierous. She informed Wr, Pobertson of this but

he refused to be comnvinced, For seversl duys foliowing,

the wyiter investipnted the mattep diligent 1y but wes umble
to discover sny tension whatever, exoept, of wurse, the
prevelent susplolon of the Resegregetion Group, A few weeks
later Robertson told the writer thet he hed become convinced
thet the Japensse who hed come in end mede the report wag
mérely trying to feocilitete his leave olearance. A1l dur ing
October, however, tension rose among the steff and the feay
that there would be gome kind of memorial demonstretion on
November 1, 3, or 4inorensed, It amused the writer to offey
to wager on the matter. But she foolishly overplayed hey
hend by offerddg to teke oy odds snd ended by having every
trouble prophecier back out or stste that he hed never meant
the wager seriously.

TATK WTITH ICE

On October 14th the writer hed @ long conversatisn
with Mr. Ige, en ex-Teupp internee who on his errivel at
Tule Tske had been kept in the stooksde for many months
for no reamgon but thet the sdministration be 1ieved him to
be sn incorrigible trouble-meker. Though the edministration
mey heve leen correot in this assumption, the long confinement
did not dmprove Ige's temper or reform him, The writer celled
on him bhecouse she guspected thet he had become & strong
Sokol man and wished to pet an expression of attitudes. Ige

showed clearly thet he hed become en erdent Resegregat ionist,

"Any person in this cemp osn tell that there s no unity
or harmony beceuse of political differences. And T understend
that there is o group of elements here loyal to America whe
&re not loyal to Jepan,
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"I the "RA or the sdministretion whieh presicdes over
the camp, I think if they oan divide these two Eroups =
thoge determined to go beck to Japen snd those who wigh te
remein in Americe - thege ehould be segregsted from the
others,

"Another difference 7 see s thet there are groups
here smony the so-cslled potriotic groupg who have point
of view of not heving resegregsation white the sther group
desires reserregotion. T understend (this is my personel
view) the group thet does not went to resecregste feels
thet ineemuch se the Jepsmese lerc are Japanese by bleod
they should not be demsrcsted by @eans of resegreget fon,

I guess the oonflict between these two groups oririneted in
the eorlier pert of the year. (Ige wosprodebly referrine
to the Wi-Kurstomi zroups) While the other zroup desires
regegregotion regordless »f eny circums‘ences, beesuse of
the fect thet they fee) that the Jepemege here are not ©11
at heert true patriotic Japorese,

"Now in the Japenese wey of 1ife their duty to the
state end to the Emperor is far more greve then enything,
inolding 1ife. Therefore, the Japenese who ere determined
to go beek to Jepan should besr in mind to sscrifice everything
they heve, meterinlly end bodily, snd be ngnr-tod from those
who ere indifferent or of ocontrery opinion,

Of the regsesrcration pemphlet, Ire godd:

“Iwouldn't try to criticise the pemphlet, T cen't gay it
is pood or bed, I thought thet meybe the zrour or orgenizetion
that put out the notioe hed the feelinz that they wented to
make the colonists in general realize thet the resegregat ion
committee =« their motives = by putting them on vsper sand meking
themse lves understood,

"Reverend Tsuhe, he didn't te1l me directly, but he
insdruated thet the resepgregetion committee ig not to intimidete
eny person to bring in more members, If they incresee the
membership by intimidetion, the movement wil) feil when they
return to Jepen, bringing beck e lot of numbskulls and sddlebreins.” 1/

THE BEATING OF OCTOREP 16

During early October, when it beceame spparent thet the
Resegreget ion Group's petition weg not meetinz with the sucoess its
ingtigetors hed snticipsted, rumors of pressure snd thrests begean
to be heerd, Yemaguchi, who wag e resdy becoming known g en
opposer of the movement made the followinz sienificent gtatements:

"Wow everybedy is getting wise, I don't 14ke the way the
Spkoku Kenkyu threstens people, They ssid, 'If you don't sien,

- oo

- s e s - - - - -

l/ ﬂlﬁo. oct. 14. m4’ p- 2.
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vou're going to be drefted, So ¢ lot of dumby peorle sigmed,"
Then fe@1ing perheps thet he hed gsid too mueh, Yemaguohi

mode an ebout fece snd defended the peopls who were signingl

"But T think thope who sigred were elo., I'm too stubborn
to sign snd thet mekes m eremies. Tt's Metter to be 1ike the
proverb: legsd mono niwa mekereroj ok!' =o1o niwe nomereyo.
®rgt the Jong sneke Wind sround yous; « Ihe Tig srake gvellow
you.' 2/

"If T were project director I weuld seprecste them, I'd
give eoch person o pink reper end o white pepir esnd an enve lope,
Then thoge who wont to be pegrepated c-~u'd gign the pink pesper
end thoge who d4dn't could sign the white one, Then they could
me 41 4t to the WRA end nobody eee it, no blook mspager, nobedy
to see, Thon I'd 14ke to eee how many would sign%

"Then I'd fence off & place snd put t hem in it, not going
to meke 16 dollnrs & woek end e11 work voluntery, Then I'd make
Mr ., Best projecot director over them and Vr, Robertson over us. .

"When they had this petition, they sedd, 'If you edgn this
paper you won't he drofted end you'1l be the Cirst to wet off
the ¢exchange) bost, So everybody gigned - boyl waybe I'11 be
the lest to pet off the boet, My meme bepins with "Y" anyway," 2/

Dr. Oplér ®1so recorded Instences of prescure during this

period:
"t amtold feeling ren so high in Werd VII that the vooel

snti-reseprerstionists or residents of '"tough blook' who
rafused to sign were definitely on the spot. 1In dbloek 73, the
block menspgey wos forced by prublie opinisn to move ouietly out
of his block end leter resign; his secoretary did likewige, In
block ™, sdjoining in Werd VII, we lesrned that one aped
snti-resegrepat ionist was hit over the back of the heed ond
knocked unoonseious (Oct. 7) and when he 'came to' remembered
thet the wash-room had looked darkey then usual when he went
in, Werd VI elso had its witch hunts." i/

Oon October 16th three elderly men belonginz to a relizious
organization called Seicho=-no-Iye _4_/ wayec attacked in blook 54

while returninz home from o meating, The egsailants used clubs
1/ Perhsps & more 1iteral translation is: 1et thst whioh is long
= wind about you; let thet which is zreat ewsllom you.

2/ R, Henkey, Notes, Ovt. 12, 1944, p. 6.

g/ ope Cite, Po &0

T/'i%l Writer hos reed some of the Sedicho-no- ‘itersture snd

= while meking no pretense of eny But the shellowest knowledee of
the cult, belleves it is besed on Buddhistic teachings with e
strong emphasis on the power of hesling by feith, Some Japanese
o811 it "Christisn Sodentist".
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end ¢ hemmer and the men wer¢ beaten go severely they were
hospitelized for severe) deye, Ome of the men wes Wr. Abe,
¢ friend of the writer's, On October 10th, five deys before
the beeting, the writer vigited him apd heving deen imprecged
with ¥r. K,"e frcquent wernings thet certein membere of the
Resepreration Group would not legitete to employ violenos to
sildnce sny oppositi-n, ventured to wern ¥r, Abe thet hig
eriticism of the Sokoku end perticuler 1y his oppoeition to
the petition might get him into trowble, The writer oleo
exXpressed mnoern over the sefety of ¥r, K, Abe , however,
leughed ot the writer's fesrs and gnid:

"I wag going to te1l ¥r, K., don't worry sbout it,
It's not se sarioug es you think,"

Abe pointed out theg ¥r, Akitsuki had oppoesed the movement

from the beginning end had come through ungeethed.

"1f Wr. K. tries to crowl sround in the derk, he mizht be
csught, These people re oowards. A resl)y brave men wouldn't
sct thet vey, When the Japenese te 1k big, they don't bite.

"Even smong themse 1ves they sre not sgreegd. The peopls
who gigned up sey, "When I go to Jepsn, I don't want to go with
this grouvp or thet groupe o o The majority of the people eve
siok of 211 this trouble,

"A lot of people ere disrusted st the way the (the
Regegrepation Oroup) set, They sre going out of camp beoceuse
of it. You know there is o Jepemece proverb: Tsuno wo temento
shite ughl wo korosu, "By tryingz to streighten @ cow' s Norng
you ki1l it.' 8o, by trving to keep the Jepenese in cemp here,
they (Regegregstion Group) ere driving the Jepanese out of
cambDe

"Just yesterdey, @ women end her deughter, 24 yesrs old,
oamé to gcee me, They hed intended to goback to Japan. But
efter they e8w ©11 this kind of trouble, they wanted to lsave
camp, Her mother cemé to me yestirday and oried 911 sfiernoon.”

Mr. Abe then gave his opinion of lr, Wekeyams, whom he had
known very well in Menzamar end who was Block ¥enager of the
block adjoining Mr, Abe's:

"Welmyome resigned the Plock Mansgership to teke charge of
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the regegregation movement, Thet mey be the eause »f the
trouble, FHe wishes for himeself to be & hig shot, I hate
thot type of mn, Of oourse, if one woerke on gsomething with
8 gsincere {dea, you wil) respect him, but when he does it
for himee1f, Y hate them," 1/

L B o B b - .- P L

1/ R, Henkey, Notes, Oot, 10, 1944, pp, 1, 2,
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Mr, Abe's foith that the threats of the Wakayams gang were
not serious wes rudely shattered, The attaok wes cowardly
in the extreme since the three men were elderly and the attackers
numbered five or gix, Abe was @ very slight man, weighing '4tt1e
more than 100 prunds., He gave the following mcoount of the heating,

"1 never thought T hed eny enemies in oamp, For a few days
I thourht it weg @ case of mistaken identity,

"I woe coming home from & religious meeting at blook 62, I
heard noisy footsdeps, One of the men (Abe's friend) was at my side
at the other was 16 feet ahend, The first man who was attacked
yelled, I turned around apd saw that big stiok, T oan still see
the olub like & frozen ploture, but I didn't know anything after
thet,

"When I got up I didn't even know I weg hit, T felt something
dripping. I noticed the blood. I thought I wag olubbed, , « I
walked right home end the blood stopped bleeding on the wey, I
went to the ghower room apd washed myself, I saw that the out wes
gpread vpen, The ambulance ceme and we went to the hospitel, They
put in four stitches,

"After that, for a few days, everyhody asked me why and how,
I sadd I think it's mistaken identity. Then one man who hasn't
eigned for resegregetion and is very antagonistic to the segrepgetion
group, he spied a1l over camp why I was hit, 1/ So he told me the
reagon I wag attecked, I and one other, Mr. Aritaka, both of us,
didn't sign. I didn't speak apeingt it., Whenever they asked me I
Just said that I didn't sign it for this reagon or that, There ore
gix ‘emilies in my barrack and only one family signed,

"Another thing he spled out for me, sbout & month before that
date I made a lecture at e religious meeting., I said thet this
carp ig no place for youns men to make trouble, They should study,
T talked about €56 minutes, What T said there was reported to
headquarters (resegregnt ionist headquerters),” .3_/

The wnidbunypxx atteokers, the writer later discovered, were o
group of Wakayama's henchmen led by a men remed Sewada. Evidently
Wakayama had decided that he could no longer tolerate the opprosition
raised by K. and others and had decided to silence it., Abe explained:

"K. knew everything thet he (Wekayama) d4d in Menszaner (4in which
center Wakayama had ceaused a greet deal of trouble). He knew Wakayamm

1/ This wes very 1ikely Wr, K.
E/R. an.y’, lctll. Nov, 9‘ 19‘" Pe 1.




was & coward, And he still bragged himee If', But K. kept quiet
8s long os Wakeyams didn't do eny big wrong. But since Weleyam'g
followers had attpcked me at night, K, wag ag md ag o bulldeg,

He came to me immediately the next dey and cedd he's goirg to kill
him or have him arrested beceuse he knew everything whet he did 4n
the past, I told him to be quiet and see what will heppen in a
month or two," 1/

K. gove the writer the following eccount of the beatings

"Very few people seem to hove henrd shout thet beating, The
men themse lves are keering it under Wover, The Police Department
ien't doing enything about it,

"They were beaten beocause they refused to sign the pesition,
One of them you know, Mr, Abe, They were supposed to be the
leaders of a certain religious seot, That group in particulay
did not sign the resegregetion petition, PThey were blamed for it,
for influenoing the people apgei ngt it,

"It mag the sct of 8 bunch of comards, It must heve been a
bunch of gengsters with olubs and a hemmer ,

"I went to W, Abe on Tuesday., He recuested me to let the
thing die out. They fear tiat bhithey they nor their femilleg
will be safe if T onrry out my intentions, One of our friends
wag going right over to best Wakeyame 01l el one, but we restreined
him,

"They were blamed beeause thet pertdoulsr seot didn't sign.
We know threats were made and e know where the threats came from,

"Mr. Abe was hit ecross the foreheesd and hed four or five
stitohes taken, One of the other men wasg struck with ® hemmer on
the back of the hnd, She third on the besok of his hend when he tr led
to protect hig heed,” 2

Attitude of the Administretion

S8ince the viotims refused to reme thedr fgeailants or give
eny evidence, the Intermnml Secuirity wes able to do next to nothing
in this matter., However, Wekeyama was suspected apd perhaps sven

the leader of the mssault, sewasda, The Japanese Internal Secuddty

refused to have a:wthing oty 811 to do with the crge, The writer

is certedin thet the Jepanese police must heve known who engineered
the bemting, since Waksyems hed mede en unmigtakeable threat in e
speech mede oh the Bth of OQotober, s threst which spreed all over

camp by the grape vine, However, nothinz was done, and Wakayams
1/ ibid., Dec, 24, 1944, p. 2,
Z/m.. OCt. 23, 19"4. P- 6.
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and his group beceme more arrogent than ever,

Attitude of the Feorle

Surprisingly few cemp residents heard of the beating, whioh
was large ly due to the fect that the viotims tried to keep it asg

quiet ag possible, A young nisei girl remarked:

"We have heard very 1ittle about it, Very few peovle seem
to know about it. All we heer is just thet they were ageinst
the petition, They didn't eign for it, They were besten up in
blook 6 4, Ward VI, Ward VI is salnays getting into fusses 1ike
that, They have their own Japanese school, you know," 1/

Another niseil gir1 had not heard of the besting, but
remarked that there were a lot of gma1l beatings goirg on,
When asked why the Colonie] Police did nothing, this informant
said with immense soorn, "They cen't do enything," 2/

However , when the writer oalled on Mrs, Yamshita, wife of
the Resegrepgationist leader, that lady esked her if ghe had
heerd that another inu had been hit on the heead, "I've heerd
o few rumors, seid the writer. "Yes," seid Mrs, Yamaghita,

"They got him over in blook 6 4. He was @ Christien Solentist.

They beat up three of them but they wouldn't heve beaten the

other two if they hadn't been along," 3/ From this it appears

thet Mr. Aritals wes the men whom the gang perticularily wighed
to silence, Mrs, Yamashite's statement wee significent, since
she was the only camp regident contsoted who approved the
beating end celled Ariteke a dog,

The wiiter wes enraged over her own helplessness in this
matter and @1so concerned over the possibility thet her ocosfsional
visits to Abe might have added to the guspicion with which he was
regerded, Under the circumstances, however, it was impossible to

do anything but keep quiet., The writer felt 1ike teking persoma}

e - . - - - - -

y 1‘,“.3 Pe 4,
/ ToIT,, oot, 24, 1944, p, 8,
"/mo, p. 8.
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vengeance on Walkpgyamm but whenever she celled, found him puarded
by half a dozen young men, She wes inverdably received with
smug politeness, Finding @11 other avermes of cping with the
gituation closed, the writer thereupon threw in her lot with
M, K. and gince her good relationship with K, wes not suspeoted
by the Resegregat ion Group leeders, began an energetic progrem of
espiomapge whioh produced some very interestinz resut s about a
month later. In late Qotober ¥r. K, sti11 hoped that the camp
regsidents wou'd become go angry that they would turn on the
terrorists, In this he was overly optimistios

"To some extent these thin-s are going on becsuse the
Administreation lacks @ strong hand, If the Administration aots

at the right moment and holds the whip, T think they oould
bring these peorle into 1lime, They try
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to sppeese them too mich, « o

"Phe people of this cemp must choose if they want such
terrorism to exist or else cvgt the lesder out, They are
just trying to best the peorle into line, If those persons
(Aritale end Abe) bad not @ sked me not to cerry out wy intentions,
I wonld hove done 4t.

"1'm nfredd there's going to bs serious trouble here 4f the
people don't weke ur end esst them out,”

The writer remnrked thet ehe didn't think the comp regidents
hed suffiofent apirit 1eft ot underteke such sction, Mr. K.

snid:

"you mugt remsmber that the Jepsneee psonle are not
troublesome , They arec peso@-loving peeple ." _1./

Mr. Abé handled the situstion mest esursgeously by
contaoting the Rescgregatiom Group lemders ard meking his
position cleer to them, He re® unted the interviews:

"1 talked for two hours with Yamaghite efter I wes
gtruock, A few deys efter I was gtbuck T heard & rumor thet
those who attecked me weyre members of the Hoshi-dan, Immedietely
I wanted to talk with both Waleyam end YeTeehite but I hed no
connection, I hed interviewed Yemeghite in sovisl welfere when
he applied Bor essistonce, I esked the Hoshi-dsn representative
to introduce me to both of them on Saturday.

"Phe next moyning three representatives oceme to my plece
inetesd of Welmysme and Yameshite .

(The sending of reprezentetives t> des 1 with matters which
they o neidered belon them was typical of the lenderg of the
Regegregotion Groups "People ceme to them," Inter, they were
to try the seme technigue on Ke but found thet they hed
goretohed @ Rugsian end found & erter,)

"1 told them my opinion on how we should beheve in this
canp, By making trouble we gein nothing; we only etuse
guffering of the young people, the women end ghildren. You
{gse i went to take the young nisei mith you to Jepen end
while here train them so they cen be of gome use, KHow oan
we trodn them by meking unrecsonoble demande or just azitating
them? While we are in camp we should edjust ourselves to this
olrcumstance. T toliked ebout en hour and a half, Nome of
them could snswsy with one word of protest to @y sayings.

e - W . —— ) o -

1/ ib3d,., Oct. 25, 1944, pp. 5, 6e
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The just eeid, 'Yes. Yes.'

"A few deys eftey T oo1led on Yemmghits myself, I talked
tvo hours with him, I told him, "I'm going to Jepen ss you
are, but your opinion end mine don't meet on how we ghould
behave in this cowp., I oén't see nothing thst we gein by
meking trouble here. You e8y so often ebout the Jepenese
Spirit. The Jageness Spirit is to adjust ourse ives to ciroumsteances
ohd be palient whon we hove to, And when the igsei make big
trouble, they orc alout 60 years old ani they hapdly san't do muoh
bad or good to Jepen, But the nised ore young, If we went them to
be geod we muet educete them in camp to tesch them what the real
Jepenese epirit is., Jepen bes e grest big mission for the pesple of
Asia, 1 bil'on people, 1If Japen fought for the Japensse only, she
might make more profit. But Jepan risks everything for the

salvetion of 1 billion peoples To fulfill this wission they can't
make trouble smong themse Ives.

"He said not e word, He simply gsvilled st details, I told him
I'm not interested in deteils. He ssked me mot to sey anything
8bout thet I hed ¢s1led on him becsuse he himse If mizht be
nisurderstood 4in his own group.

"I sugpested thet the e was @ rumor to the effeot thst those
who sttaciked me were members of his geinen-demn, He seid, "Whatt" 1
said, '0f course, T don't meen you dTd I¥ youreddf. But es nsual
in any group there ore alweys radicels thet you don't know,
Whether it's true or not, the yumor ig thet members of your roty

did that to me,' He suid, "We don't do snything 1ike thet,

Several weeks efiter the beating the writer received the

folloning letter from Mr. Abeg
October 28, 1944

Deor Mise Heunlkey,

"I thenk you very Lindly for your letter mxsfpdydey
expregsing your sympathy to m, T em elricht end feel eg
if nothing 'ed happened to me now,

"The very firct word T uttered right eCter the stteolk
was "Bolm", £/ I rather feel sorry for those who attsoked
me becauss they do not know what they were doing,

"Be rest egsured that your oalling me wes not the cause
of the atteok, end T weloome your cominz et sny time, However,
it might be best for both of us to keep quiet for & while,

"thanking you sgein for the letter,”
84noere Iy yours,

ceeeeeib® o
ibid., Wer. 17, 1946 2.3
l}';méenm"roél', h:tp s & mich stronger expregsion in
= Y hmese then 4in English, Abe mesnt thet the men who sttebked
him were foolae
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Ruratoni's Nenmerk

It wus ot this time thet George Kuratomi, one of the
Resegrogotion Group’s strongest opponents remarked thet
"Mr, Best didn't kuow whet to do with thig rew bunch whe
vere {pruning %% (8_9_1_02_1:2 Kenkyu). He didn't know whether
to 10t them go ehcad or whether to riok up the leaders.” 1/
At this time some of the odium with shich the Toude=iorte
Kimure group had Wwen regerded by the regidents in genere}
wae beginning to die down, They hed kept very quiet and

acousstions of .!E‘. were heerd less often, Wr. K. remerled:

"The rumors ooncerring them no lonper exist, When
theyfirst undertook to get thoge boys ir the stoclkede sut,
to some extent people guid y¢sude and Mori were dogs, We
were to some extent inciined to beldeve thet,” £,

JATE OCTOBLR ATTITUIES TOVARD RENUNC JATYON OP € ITTZENGI IP

In Wwte October enthusiesn ovey the eoming opportunity
to renounce citirenship wes still in lerge port Yimited to
the leaders of tle Resegregation Group. ¥r. Ige, who hed
beoome en erdent gupporter, expregsed the sentiment which,
in essonce , wag to beooms the unveryinr resronse of the

members of the Sokoku Kenkyu Se inen-2an when the quest ion

wag put to them at their Yeerings:

"My personel opinion is that T would very much we leome
this sction, Those persons who will request demmturelizetion
will be truly loyel to Japen, This will be vepy im-ortent
for Americe and for Japan,

"Mr . Robertson asked we why I wanted to renounce my
citisenship, We who are ready to fsce eny eventuellty to
sorve the Emperor fee] that il we wait gven onc day, we are
not serving the Emperor, Therefore, if we weited, we would
be unpatriotio. If I ocould renounce my citizenship this
minute , not beococuse of Jepen going to win the wer « this
mtter does not conern vicbbry or defest, It's s matter of
inst inot and duty." 3/

1/ B3 Henkey, Fotes, Oot. 19, 1544, p. 4.
T/ 4bid,, Oct, €8, 1944, p. E.
ymo; Oct . "1“’ 1044, PP. 23,
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Wre Velmyama gtoted:

“The people are enxiously waiting for the denouncement
of 4t. When Mr, Best mede the stetement thst within 60
desys the camp would bé under Justice, the peopls were delighted,
Vo more or less expsct it." _l_../

M, Yamsguchi, however, expressed ¢ dif ferent attitude:

"that renunciation of citizenship @411 be pretty hard, You
got to request for it. You got to arite o whole mess of things,
Then if you do it, it doesn't mean snything, They sre going te
cheok it in Weshington.

"7 think when it sterte, I'11 open sn office end melke some
money (helping people £411 out forme), E_/ (This ctstement wes
mede fecitiouslys)

Most imformants ncre stil) nonecomnitisl when the subject
of remunciation wrs brought up, They stoted thet t bey mircht
renounce snd they might uot.

TAMBARA " THE JEV"§ THREATERED

In mte October the carp wes enlivened by the proumnt
gotion telen epeinst a cortain ren nemed Tembere, who wee
sooused of profiteering, Mr, Tembere, who was eeid to come
from Sseramento, momaged to have gome merohend ize which he
had scquired hefore evecuation hrought to Twle aks, This
he proceeded to sell at very hich prices,

“The peop’s suwe got sore ot him, He sold & pound of
tem for five dollars, Kice bowls morth ten cents he sold
for £ifty cents, They ssy his femity is just eoining monmey." 3/
"u:'-r. Tambors's Mmerstive comreer was interrupted, however,
when notices suddenly appecred in the osnteens (end perheps
in the letrines) which steted; "Mr. Tembara, would you 1like
to gee snother Hitomi?® Tembsrs quickly reve up hig business
and sttempted to pet out of Tuie Tsle, The thrests, nccording

to populsr report, were mde by the Mermsensr Jengs Informants

Bt ey L - e - - -y . T e

1/ ivid,, Oot, 23, 1944, p. 8.
¥/ T51T,, oct. B, 1944, p. 6,
E/m.. Oaot. 27. 1944. Fe Te




éee.

were unanimous in steting tiot he mot whet weg coming to
him, Even pentle Mrg. Yemaguehi enid:

"I hesrd he wede o ot of profit, The Vanszerer group
said to him, 'If you don't close the door of your shere,
we'11 1@y you £let,' This wee something OK to do, The
people 1ike the yenszamar grour for this," 1/ (Mre, Yamaguchi
meant thet 4n e onge like this, thrests were not to be condemmed,)

Wrs. Yoamoghite pleced Tembore in the gome ootegory with
Aritela and Abes

"Another inu wac werned o fow daye ego, Nr. Tombors of blook
Sl wes selling some of the things be he' gtored in ¥dw 2 worehouse .
They were hiis own thinze and he was pe114ng them ot three or four
times the price, Somebody blacimailed him, They wrote him,
"Would you 1ike to see another Hitomi?' He olosed his door, But
he's probebly selling thinge in his back yard now,* 2/

iir, K, stated biuntly:

"I Tambures had been killed I think everyhedy in camp woulrd
have rejodiced, Just es they did when Hitomi wes killed," 3/

Threats, homever , were not 1imited to peregons of My,
Tambaye's cherecter, Rumors of threatg agsinet non-resecregationists

persisted. Wrs, Yomsguohi told the writer thet she knew threets we e

being mede but her husbard would tell her nothing sbout them, 4/ wr,

Nomure , Busimess Vansger of the Cooperative Enterprises wes also the
reodplent of threats egeinst his 1ife. 6/

ATTITUDES TOWA®D THE PRESITENTIAL BIECTION

Qocsgiomlly the writey wug dramn int> o digoussisn on the
coming presidential eleotion, Severa) timeg she wasg agked if
she thought Dewey hed @ ehence to win, Oms thing 4s esrtain,
the camp wes extremely anti-Roovsevelt, ur, Yamashita remerked
regretfully thet he feard that Rooseve 1t would be re-eleoted

ard edded:

1/ ibid., Oot, 26, 1944, p..2,

Y/m., mt. 2‘. 19"4, po 2.

x/m.' 00!'.- 30, 1944' P- 6.
T5W., oct, 28, 1944, p, 2,

E/MOD pe e
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"Even 4f vr. Devey ig ¢leoted 4t will be the poliey
of the government to give the Jepemege more freedom, Relooation

hagn't been successful, Tt iz not heceuge they want the
Japunese to heve more freedow, but the Americen government fsn't
in o position erymore to fee) the moeesity of mening the
Japunege peorle in centers, They hove lesrmed by this time that
the Jeponece ere not dongerous o liens,” 1/

It s probeble thee My, Yammghite foresaw the opening of
the Prnoif'ic Corst which wee to hove guch en important effect om
the activities of the Reseprcpstion Group’s Seimen-dan, If he
forosaw the vigor which this deoision wne to give hig organisstion
and the tremsnlous ircremge in the ¢ffeotivemaes of his propaganie
which wes to result, he weag estute indeed, On Netober 2Tth the
writer sow 8 letter Crom ¥r. Okemoto who brought the ACTD to Tule
Take on behatf of t'e stooka’e deteinees and who was then serving

a term for dedition in whigh Dkamoto gtoted that "The Javenege’

only hops in thiz o untyy was if Dewey wep elected," E_/

ASSOC MTION OF PARERTS TO FEEF BOYSOOUT OF U, S« ARVY

wte in September of 1944 a ropresentst ive of the PRI came
to Tule ™ake to investigate some peoculior sctibities on the
pert of Japerese perving in the United Stetes Army, Twelve or
fourteen of thege spldiers hed been giver furleuchs end had
come to Tule Tele to spend the t 'me with thedir Ceamilles,
After they hod been in the oenter for @ ghort time, they sent
letters to thw authorities steting that they had decided to
apply for r-patrintion, These Jetterg were extremely simitar
in form end some ereared to be OGopiee, When Questioned, the
young men stated thet they had come to their decigion beceuse
no one in Tule Tale would have anythine to do with them,
Althourh no orgenizetisn wes uncovered ot this time, leter,
by oehence, & Copovsion in the Yelfeye Section discovered

1/ dvid., Sept. 7, 1944, p. 2,
E/m.. 00".. 27' W. pl ‘.
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thet sn organizationol purents, devoted to the csuse of
petting thedr sons out of the Army 44d exist in the Yensamy
Seotion, “What ection wag token by the euthor ities, the
wrifer does not know,

CONTINUED ACTIVITIES OF RESEQREGAT IDN GROUP

DR. Opler mted the first appenrence of Jepanesc style
hedy cuts or bozo in mid-Qctober, Ag he relates, the mw
gtule took hold glomly. It weg mot unti? esrly December
when the Department of Justice and the Army Hesring Boards
began sctivities st the project that the faghion of shaving the
heady become obligetory for the members of the 3¢ inen-dan
and by foree of pressure was adopted by many non-membsrs to
avoid oriticism, or as one men put §t, "es cemoufloge", Tt
is very ppobable that the members of the se ine“dan shaved
the ir heads fory the importent December 8th ocersmony. Opler
redetes the following incident:

"In werd VIT they (Sokoku) chenged hairout, At en
evening meeting in the verd, the Ward leader, an ex-3tookede
dets irse, anrounced thet "it was desireable for a1l Japanese
vouth to have (trans,) *Halfeinch out",' The real remson
for this announcerent wac to make the youth break eshorply
with 011 things Americon ineiuding dress end grooming. He
mxt esked how mony were willing. Of @imost 200 boys lired
up efter marching exercises, only ebout tnenty boys stepped
forwepd to edgnify willingness. It wes then explaimed that
'a11 should look 14ke the youth of Jepen todey's. + « On
Mondsy, the Sokoku boys f Werd VII hed 'helf-ineh cut', @ -
Pex of tne more Imericsnized lsughing et their own trensformation.” 1/

THE VEETING TN MANZANAR SECTION ON OCTOBER 21

On the nipht of October £1, the Sokoku Fenkyu steged & eeremonial

induct ion 4n the bloek 84 mees hall at which both Weleyams end

Yemoehita spoke, Two hundred boys were induoted and 800 persons are

gaid to have sttended the meeting, E_/ The most noteworthy part of the

Py - - TP o OF G N OR O O e o e

1/ 0P e Qito. Pe e
T/ hcooFding to Dr. Opler, Commu: ity Anslysis, "Weekly Report om
. Center Tl‘"ﬂl.' Qot. 21. 1“‘. Pe 2,
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meeting were the radical statements uttered by MR.

Wakayama, Possibly he was flushed with his success in the
matter of the beating of Detober 16, for he made such rash
end violent statements that the camp buzzed with them for
weeks and even the administration heard about them, He
urged the young men to violence, promising that he would
take care of them, To emphasize his point, he said: "Dai no

mughi wo tasukeru niwa; sho no mushi wo korosanekereba

naranu,"” which was translated by an informant as "To save
the big shots we have to kill the small guys." 1/

At this meeting wakayama also proposed his plan of
communal colifization for those of the Tule Lake residents
who returned to Janan under the auspices of the Resegregation
Group, The w iter chanched to call upnn Mr. Wakayama two
days after he delivered this oration, HS did not mention

his remark about "killing the small'gnya“ but explained hies

idea of the communal return to Japan,

"If they are going back to Japan individually, they will
regret very much as to their living in Japan, in that country
where everything is difference from the United States. The
people in Japan work herd, long hoursj they can stand the
poor food.

“But the boys and girls who have led an easy life in
this country cannot comnete with the Jananese, Itold them
the only way they could do this is to go back in a group,
to work matually for their existence, Otherwise it will be a
failure, Otherwise, if they go back individually, they might
a8 well stay in the United States,

"I made this statement the night before last in the
newly organized Young Men's Associatiomn, Some of the people
sald, 'That's the only thing we've been worrying about,' I
feel that unless they do this they would be a liability to
their families and the country. Individually, they will get

disgnated in three to six months, I think they agould go
back as a group and make their owh commnity, But I heard

- - - - S e O oy s S - - -

;/ R. Hankey, ﬁgtea. Oct. 30, 1944, p. 4, ; more literary

translation is: "For the survival of the larger cause, we
may have to sacrifice the smaller cause,”
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that many people, especially from Ward II, objecged to the
proposal, I have henrd also that they are saying that
vakayama is doing this for his owh personal selfishness,” L/

Wakayama thereup n predicted that there might soon be a
gplit within the Resegregation Group

"One t ing might develop and that is that the Resepre=
gation Groun might be &plit in two. I have & hunch, The
second group would be the one that doesn't want to go back
to Japan immediately. There might be two factions.

This remark may have been stimulated by the fact that
after Wakayama exorted the young men to violence and promised

the protection, the more cautious Yamashita arose and denied
that vakayama's group was & part of the Resegregation Group:

"Then Yamashita stood up next and said, 'Our group is
not for violence, Our idea is not to do harm to the non-
aegreganta. This %ronp (WAkayama's) is not a member of our
gronp. He said 'Itm very sorry that the resegregahts are

aking to violent actions,'"

The informant who attended this peeting added:

"Among the resegregants there is one group already
aingt violence, a modest group, and then wakayama's
vholent side,” g}

Mr, Ishigami also spoke in mess hall 8 and made a
gsimilar statement:

"Mr, Ishigami stated that the orgenization (Sokoku)
wasn't for Mr, Wakayama and that he didn't have anything to
do with it," 4/

Mr, K, was not impresced by Mr, wWaksyama's idea of

communal life in Japang

O - - T — T e OB D G O e o S o - o - - —— - o - SO

1/ It is emusing thet Wakayame put forward this plan at the
time when the Res gregation Group was doing all in its
power to bronk Xal and Kyratomi as Commanists in the eyes
of the center residents.

g/ R. Hankey, Notes, Oct, 23, 1944, pp. 3-4,
ibid.' NOV. M 944. pp. 1.2.

Ib1d., Feb, 28, 1945, pe be
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"In some respects what Wakayama is preaching looks
reasonable, But 1f we go back before or for several years
after the war, we are going to be regimented and not
allowed to do as we please, The government will put you
in the place where you are best r%tted. In many ways what
he tells to the people seems reasonable, But knowing him,
I have my doubts,

"He made a very serlous statement that night which
you should wateh out for,"

The statement to whieh Me, K, referred was Wakayama's
romark that the small fust dle that the great may live,
K. continueds

"That's & vory serious statement, He arouses and
agltates the people, He tries to teke the erecdit when things
g0 good and pretends he had nothing to do with it when
things go bad,"

Of Yamashita's speech, K, saids

"I had a vegue 1dea from what Yamash1ta s-1d that he
suspects Wakayama for the kind of person he is, It mey be
he will be kicked out, If he ls, thank God, If he's
not, then there may be trouble, Wakayama has lost the
respect of a conslderable number of people due to his
very vielous statements he made,

"Their organization is so well formed now, it may
not be so casy to break, But if internal dissention
takes place and ihe orgenization 1s severely criticised
(by the people) I think they will disband. The residents
will lose Interest, I expect this to take place within a
month « perhaps before the 10th of November,"

The wrlter disagreed with K,, stating that she
thought some of the leaders so fanatical that no amount
of dissentlon would cause them to give up, K, replied
that 1f the group split up the leaders would stru gle
on but the break would make them lose the respeet of
the people. 2/

The following day Reverend Tsuha delivered a speech
which was also marked by violent statements, Within a

- - — - - - - — - - - - - -

é/ ibid., Oct. 23,,1944, p. 5.
2/ Ip1d., Oct. 30, 1944 , p, 5,
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a few days ¢the camp buzzed with the news that Tsuha

had sald, "There arc quite & numbor of killers in thils
organization,” For this statement Tsuha was strongly
eriticiged, Mr, K, expresced the peoples' general sentiment
when he salds "I never expected that from a priest," 1/
Except for the violent statement quoted aove, Dr, Opler
gave a better account of this speech than the writer was
able to procure:

"Reverend Tsuha dellvered a compliecated, if not
econfused lecture on Orlental and Oecldental ﬁaluel. The
audlence was due to be mystified and dazzled and the speaker
apologlzed all through the process of dazzlement that he
was unprepared and hadn'ti orgenized the lecture -~ really.
Some liked it, and some couldn't comprehend, The Orlent,
he sald, was spiritualistie; the Ocecldent materlalistec,
The latterds interest in sush theories as the 'struggle
for exlistence! was part of 1its 'get as much as you can'
philosophy, The West belleved in indlvidual struggle; the
Zast In organlzed progress, Only Hitler (}) had been able:
to cateh the light of the Zast and thlnk in terms of group,
natlion, etes Yes, the Jews were the blight of the earth -
- for several paragraphs, The Orlent belleved in group
econsclence, based on a famlily consclence, Hitler, of course,
borrowed the Aryan myth and the ldea of nationsl consclousness
from the bushido of Exm the Japanese, Plato's warrloreking
state also came from the Zast, Thus, orlentals anre philosophers
and we must train for the state." 2/

On the same day Reverend ¥Tsuha delivered ancther speech and
made an accusation wilch aroused Lhe anger of the residents of

Ward VII, Mrs, Yamaguchl, one of the resld«nts of ¥ard VII,
teld the story:

"Reverend Tsuha made & very unreasonable statement about
the Ward VII tecachers, Reverend Tsuha sald 1n hils sermon
last Sunday that a certain teacher in here sald that the
attack Japan made on Pearl Harbor was ridlculous, He sald
that 1f that teacher sald such a t»ing, they ought to knoek
him down or kill him,

"The people in Ward VII got very angry and asced the
principal if any teacher hald such a things No toacher
dld, The teachers are very angry. When they go back to
Japan, if anybody thinks that one of them sald such a
thing it will be terrible for khem. ‘

ibid,
_/_0_20 °1to. Pe 5.
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"I xnow that they are plaenning to take smme drastle
steps. They will probably reslgn, They have held off
for a few days because one of the teachers in Ward VII
dled and they are walting for efter hls funeral,

"Reverend Tsuha sald this at the Ward VII church.

"My husband went te him and sald, 'Why did you
say such a thing} If you have evidence, 1t's all right,!
But Reverend Tsuha sald that was only what he had heard,
I heard that the head of thef reverends (Buddhist) has
become very worrled about 1t That's Mr, Nishikawa who
is a good friend of George's." 1/

Tsuha, howevor, apologlzed for the statement and the
matter was dropped, Nevertheless, he has not forglven
by the WArd VII resldents. Reverend Tsuha's statement
about killers also caused some perturbatlon among the
Rescpr gaticn Group's leaders. A few days after 1t
was made, Mrs. Matsuda told the writer that Reverend
Tsuha had been making some statements in fun and that
foollish people were taking them seriously.

THE ENIFING IN MANZANAR SECTION

On October 30th, Sawada, Wakayama's right hand maen,
eredited by honest informants with being the leader
of the group which beat Hitoml'sbrother, Morimoto, Aritaka
and Abe, and several other menm, knifed the son of a man
who, though a Resegregatlonlst, was Very hostile to
wakayama, The arrest and trial which followed gave

Wakayama and Yamashlta the opportunity to prove that

1/ ibid., Oct. 25, 1944, ps 1le
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they "eou1d teke oare of their men" and prove it they did,
The vioctim gave less inoriminatine testimony every time he
testified and at the final trieal, asked for 0 lemenoy for
Sewada, So oleverly was the inoident handled that the Projeot
Attorney, Mr. Noyes, never doubted that the story told by the
viotim and defendant was true, This story, s related by Mr,
Noyes, went ag foliows;

"It seems that three young men were on the way to Japenese
school et about 6:45 in the evening. They pegsed two issei and
noticed that the men were urinating, Acoording to the boys,
one of the older men onlled en insult to them, One of the boys
turmed and made for them, His friends tried to hold him beek
end the insulter's issei friend tried to restrain him, Words
were exchanged, Suddenly the issei drew = kiife, slashed the
young man soross the fece, severing the temporal srtery end
returmed the knife to his pocket so fest that me ither of the
boyd saw the knife, (Probebly neither of the boys oared or
dared to admit that they sew the knife, R. H,)

"Even the boyy wounded said that at Pirst he thought he
had been goratched. The Japarese Interral Secur ity does not
seem eager to press the omse and it is yrumored thet the defendent
is a friend of Yamashita, The attack took plece in blook 78,
There 4s no evidence whatever that it is tied up in eny political
matter,

"The defendant was turned over for trial to the County
Authorities and is being held on $1000 bei1." 1/

TheProject Attormey anticipated that there would be pressure
from Sewada's block in the form of & petition extolling hie
oharacter. Since, however, the matter wes now out of the WRA's
hands, the petition ocould do no possible good,

The writer's two Japenese friends who kept the ir eyes on
Walkayama's aotivities had very different stories to tell,

Mr. K, said;

"I wonder what Mr, Wekayama ig feeling todey, He definitely
told the people in the messha 1l that he'd agsume any responsibility,
"The 1ittle fellows must die so the biz fellows may 1ive.," That's a

very agitating statement to make in Japamese. He Just told the
People to go shead and do enything they sant., 'I'1] stand
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respongible,’ he seid, This men (Sewads) did it, end he's
in ja i1 now,

"When he was srrested by the oploniel police I wag told
thet Welmyama end Yameghita ard another person went ami ssked
for his relesse, stating thet he weg o very nice person. But
insteed the police imprisoned him, Walamyams wag not able to
effeot his releage, I wonder how he feels today, Probably
the people feel that what he tells you anl what he oouild do
ere two different things,"

These intriguing hints were too much for the writer and,
abardoning Jepenese roundabout gpeech, she asked f1et1y, "Are
you telli'g me that this knifing had politioal significance?”

Nr+ K, answered es direotly, "I certeinly em." He oontinmad;

"The Japanese Intermm) Seourity is afraid it will be
beaten up, If there were no ormnization, they might have
spoken the ir mind, The man (Sewada) is @ fapatiocal supporter
of the Sokuji Kikoku (Resegregotion Group). Now if he's released,
Yemaghite end Takayeme will feel so proud that doubtless they wil
do something reslly serious.” &/

Mr. K. believed that Sewada would pet hig just deserts on
this oconsion, But he got off with 90 days, The events of the
tria) were marrated by the Froject Attorney:

"On the Bth T got word that the District Attorney wes
going to give him (Sawada) @ ohance, He sefd his friemis
could meet with the prisoner end a1so meet with the Distriot
Attorney and heve a disocussion so that the man wu 'd fee1 he
wa- given @ fair trial and thet his Civil Rights had been
propected, Uy only position on the whole deal has been one
of @ neutral observer to gee that the man wes told he oould
employ council end that a fair discusgion of the prohebilities
of the case was held with him = what the probehilities were if
he pleaded innocent or guity. My policy wes to keep out of
being in the middle, Therefore, in holding the meeting at the
District Attorney's office before the trisl, I insisted on
these pointe: that mny decision to be made on the plea hed to
be the prisoner's own, after his own consideration,

“The Distriot Attormey stated thet he vas not going to
press for a penetent iary sentence.”

The writer asked what had caused the Distriot Attormey
to come to this decision., M. Noyes renlied:

e - - s
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"1) the moture of the evidence; Z) the nce of the dePendant;
8) the fect thet hie puet record wes glesr, (%)

"Yemmshita, nith two othey friends of she defendsnt
went slong to the triml et Altures, He wag very grocicus
sand polite, He acdressed the District Attorrev eg 'your
honor'e In the discussion
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whiech was held in the District Attorney's office in the
presence of the prisoner, he asked the Distiriect Attorney
what he would advise they should @, The District Attorney
sald, '"If the man, after consulting his own conselence
honestly belleved he did not comnuit the assault with the
knife, he should plead not gullty, If, after consulting
hls own consclence, ne felt he dld commit the erime, he may
as well plead gullty and take some medecine,' (In ghe
lattor case) the Distriet Attorney sald he would meke a
recommendatlion to the court and would peranally plead for
merey - for a ccunty Jjall sentence,

"Yamashite explained thls to the defendant., The
defendants stated that he realized that what he did was
wrong and that he would plead gullty, After the conference
I agked Yamashita whether he felt that the econference was
handled in a fair manner and whether the defendant was
happy that he had his friends there, He sald it was
handled falrly,

"When Yemashite end his friends came in the Distriet
Attorney got up and shook hands with them and welcomed
them In a very friendly manner,

"During the entire prgedure Yamashita trled to nmake
it sound as if he wer n't a personal friend of the defendant's
that he was not one ol the delegates, Lhatl he was just an
intermediary, :

Lnxrikmgxthuxen i e xxnnesinrax¥enxsx kL ax

"It was also explalned to the defendent Xkxk and his
friends that the Distriet Attorney's recomiendations were
in no way binding on the bourt, that they were advisory,
but that they were usually glven conslderable welght,"

The writer then asked 1f Yamashita had attempted to
contact Mr, Noyes before the trisl. She was told that he
had come in soon aftor Sawada'sfd arrest, with two delegates,

"The complaining witness at the eonclusion of his

testimony took the stand - and all durlng his testimony at
the trial he did not testify as strongly as he had Defore e
®nd Bald, I wil) appreclate your gIving This maen &8 light a
gentence as possible, The Internal Secufity officer
(Japenese) concurred too,

"Yamashita and the defendant made & pledge in open
court that what the defendant did was bad, that he wou}d ot
drink enymore end that he would not do this act again. ;7

Sawada got coff with the extremely light sentence of 90

- - -

1/ ibid,, Nov, 7, 1944, pp. 264,
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days in the county jall, After tellling this story,

however, the Project Attorney stated that he was disappointed

in Yemashite, "How so?" asked the writer, "I've heard that

he and the others are going around beating thelr chests and

saying, 'I did it a11'%T The writer hersclf recelved several
accounts of the bragging whieh Yamashita and Wakayame were

dolng over this signal success,

THE MEIJI SETSU CERLEMONY

The adminlstration allowed the resldents a ffull
holliday for thls important ceremony whileh comremorates the
birth of the Bmperor Meljil, the grandfather of the pregent
Emperor, Elaborate preparations were mede by several
organizatlions in camp, the Japanese Languesge schools 1n
particular, The Resegregation Oroup, comprising it's

two orgenizsetions, the young mens' group or Sokoku Kemkyu

So lnen-dan, and the adult group, the Sokujl Kikoku Hoshie

dan determined to have the most impressive ceremony of
all and to insure this, determined to get the use of the
outdoor stege in the maln firebreak, In splite of some
oprosition from the Kokumin Gakko, the campwice Japanese
languege Schook, they succeeded. The Resegregation Group
ap-1ied for permlssion to display the Jepsnese flag on
the platform, but this was denied them., Instead, they
gave the place of honor to a banner on which the Klmigayo,
the Japanese national anthem, was inscribed. On October
o5th Mrs. Matsuda told the wrlter that the Resegregation
Group had reserved the cutdoor stage for this occasion

meny months before, thereby outwitting both the Kokumin
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Gakko and the Clvie Organizations who applled for 1t
later. She was very happy about this, 1/ Mrg. Yamaguchi,

e teacher in the Kokumin Gakko was not so happy. On

November 2nd he cheerfully told the writer that his school

was goinmg to hold thelr Melji Setsu exercises on the outdoor

stage at 9330 a, m, "That's strange," sald the writer,

"Ttye been asked to come and see the Sokuji Kikoku hold

thelr ceremony there at 10300 e, m," "That cen't be," sald
lir., Yamaguchi, "We won't be through for two hours, What's
going to hapren with everybody wanting to celebrate therel" g/
The writer sald nothing but thought to herself that the

Fokumin Gakko would glve way, whieh it dld. How the matter

wes settled the writer did not diseover., The Kokumin Gakko
probably used the highschool auditorium, which was Just as
well for them as the day proved most inclement, The other
language schools, the Dai Towa of bloek 25 end the Nippon

tokumin Gakko of Ward VI found less desiresble places.

On October 27th the writer had & very interesting
telk with Mr, Kato, who by thls time had confesszed to
her that he was one of the shining lights of the Resegregatlion
Group andhad, moreover, established very good relationships
with Mr. Wekeyema., "I ought not to tell you this," he sald,
"but there is not golng to be any trouble here before Bovember
Zrd because 1f that happened we would not be allowed to use

the outdoor stmge for the Meljl Setsu exercises end we might

have a hard time explaining that after we get tO Japan, But

after that, there is going to be Rlg trouble. Naturally, I

---------O-----—-----‘---- --------------------— - - -

y ibid., Oct. 25, 1944, p. l.
2/ Ipid., Nov. 2, 1944, p. 1.
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can't tell you just what I'm going to do, but I'm 99%
sure we're golng to do 1t," Kato added that he now had
a tremeddous amount of backlng and was 1in x very good
with Yamashlta and Wakayama, Had the writer pressed
him, he would probably have glven more informationg
but slnce she was Iln a very precarious posltion, she
pr ferred to let well enough alone, Kato stated several
times during the Interview, "I'm not afrald of golng to
jall," 1/

On November 1, the writer had a discusslon wilth
Dre Opler in which she attempted tc e¢larify the matter

of the nemes of the orgenlzatlons within the Fesegregation

Groupe The writer insisted that (he young men's organization

had not changed 1ts name and that it was the adult group

which was now belng termed Sokujli Kikoku Hoshl-den, Dr,

Opler was unconvinced and stated, "I ean't understand it,
I've sent boys right up to the ihrone to ask.".g/ It

might be added here that antlcipation of socme type of
annlversary demonsiration wes by thils time running very

high emong certain members of the personnel, All Caucaslans,
except members of the Internal Security, were forbldden to
enter the colony on November 3rd, The writer, however, did
not hear of this projjlbition and went into observe the
Rescgregatlon Group's ceremonles,

THE MEIJI SETBU CEREMONY

The writer was interested nct only in observing the

ceremeny but also in obtaining an idee of how large

- e e - S W - —— - - - - -

ioid., Oct, 27, 1944, ppe 1, 4.
3‘1’//15'1‘&.: Nove 1, 1644, Pe le




xuntx xx the group of fervant Resegregatlonists might

be, Ko one who sincerely supported the organization would
absent himsslf from a ceremony of thls Importence, There
woro not more that 600 young men ln the group which
marched and not more than 2000 adult spectators, The

young men marched iln colunms from a position shouth of the

stage to take up formatlon before the stage, Howover,

they dld not "shake the earth with their tread" as had been
sald in the eolony, The adults formed thems-lves inteo
rows facing the stage, but as a separate group, The
yeung men wore only thelr sults and dld not move during
the eeremony, They must have suffered eruslly from the
cold but all had placed thelr overcoats on the ground

8o es to partleipate more freely in the eeremony and

thcy did net put them on. A few hundred older pecple

did not go Into the flrebreak and get into line but

stood timidly on the side lines and the writer took

her place with them, The opening address was delivered
by Mr, Yemashlta, Uclilda, the dansho also made a spcech,
The Imperlal Reseript was roverently removed from its box
and read aloud, the reader donning the necessary white
ghoves, All present bowed to the rising sun, holding a
position whleh would have appeared extremely ridlculous
had 1t not been accompenled by menifest sincerity and
reverence, MNeanwhlle, a corps of bugles inexpertly
bugled ssveral patriotic seleetions, (The sun did not
show 1ts face, Instead intermittent, icy raln showered
down,) Several songswore thenf sung in unison, one of

which wes the Klmigayo. The chlef speaker, Reverend
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delivered a long sddress which lasted slmost en hour, The
cold 4inoremsed, Ocosgionelly ome of the older people weskendd
and put on en overcont but the young men stood and ghivered,
A few clutohed the sleeves of their co®ts surreptitiously.
One beocame 411 and had to be mssisted from the field, The

ceremonies ended with the ghoud, "Dai Nippon Te ikoku, Banzai’

Banzai% Banzal’ Whepn the ceremonies were ended, the writer,

who had stood as quietly as the Jepenese, found herge If so

stiff from ocold end impe ired circuletion that she could sosrcely
walk, The pathos and futiility of this ceremory wag deeply
moving. 1/

INHIBITION OF MR. WAKAYAMA

After Mr, Kmto's ureubtle hint that the Wakeyama group
were about to teke action, the writer kept constently on the
mlert to discover wiat type of sction was contemplated. Mr.
Ko, who hed & good egplonape system of his own said thet he
knew they were up to something but would give no deteils.
Indication of pressure could be seen in the fear of Mrs. Yameaguohi,
who was beginning to worry sbout her husband who had hecome noted
for his resistence to the Sokolu. On Wovember Tth the writer asked
her conservative friend Okamoto if he hed attended the Sokoku Meiji
Setsu exeroises, FHe replied thet he hed not, but hed gome instead

to those given by the Kolkumin Gakke. Knowing thet he hed been an

ardent member & few weeks before, the writer drew the following
interest ing ochange of ettitude from himg

"I try to avoid everything, I haven't gone to the meetings.
I told them, "If @ gtey in your oiub I have to quit my job,'
It's not only thet, T hsve to avoid any other oroud. I just put
down my neme, but T don t go to the meetings,

-y - - - - - - A
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"I'm afradd 4f thet orrenizeati-n goes on ee it ig, it will
pet involved in more politics. Thet's why I'm afreid. They
ghould consider every step., I don't see why those people want
to stert big orgpanizetions, The o1ld issei, maybe they want
mme and titles (when they get to Japan),

"rhe orranizetion is breaking from inside becsuse of
individusl relations end differences smone the members, There
is so much friction,

"Most of the people in this center have decided to go
baok to Jepan anyway,

"Some of the boys (in the Manzamar section) ere go stiff
erd tough and hard too., PFreankly, T oyself em being swful
careful of those boyse They do something very extreme, so I
just kird of toke more coreful etep. I wateh my langusve,” 1/

On November 6th ¥Mr, K, asgreed with the writer that the
stterdancs st the Veiji Setsu exercise was & feir oriterion of
the sctual strength of the Resgegregation Group, since all non-
memvers hed been forbidden to attend the ceremony, He had
sttended the ceremony in hie messhell, since every blook
had its own ceremony,

"Whoevey does not take pert in it is looked upon as not
loyal, He is really not Jepamese, It is m good thing that
WRA permitted 1it,"

My, K. also remarked that he hed heen informed that
Wekayama had pleanned to best in two or three peoples’ heads
in the lest week but hed he)f off becnuse of the Meiji Setsu,
Ke hed good reagon to believe that he was ome of those on the
lllto

"They are not lesding the residents on the right path or
the right way,

"rhis ome (group) celeulste thinzs very ocerefully before
they stert it, I wuldn't sey this if T didn't know the
fectse They npe always seying, "When we get thers,' Whom do
they mean? They think they are geing to be revarded, If they
think they're going to fool the Japamse offioinls in Japmn,
thly'n going to make & mistake,

"ghey have oerried thinge too far, knocking in the heads

g e e - - - -—- e - -

1/ ivid,, Wov, 7, 1944, p. 2.
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of peopfle who sre not for them, Just beoouse I don't Join
their organization, they say I'm mot loysl. How cou'd
they meagure my loysity that wayt" 1/

K.'s leat compleint on the Resegregetion Grow settingy
themse 1ves up ee judses on loyelty was repeated with incresging
frequency in the months thet followed and wes the most common
defense put up sgainst the "you ereé not 'true Jepenese'®p
pressure,

On November 10th the writer celled on Mr. Fato with
the deliberete intent of gettinz him to tell what plang
for violence Mr, Welkayeme hed in mind, Thie wes not diffiouit
to do end the writer learned thet the plen was to beat up
tre 1ve _E:_ on the sam night and similtaneously present wr,
Mycr with 2 petition signed by thousends of mmes, agking for
the removel of Best,

- - -

Cheock with notes in Berie ley. i
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The writer srrced thet such @ gequence of events would
indeed nstonish the WRA, eand mede hegte to inform ¥r. K. of
this sepotacular plan, MNr. K. tookmthe news cslmly eand told
the writer herhed elresdy preotected himseif by placirg s
written expoge of Welmyama's complicity in certein orimiml
sots in the hards of ¢ friends in Tile Iake snd Manzarar,

If he were attucked these gtotements were to be given to Mr,
Best end the FRI, The writer weg seriously alarmed and

urged ¥r. K, to denounce "“akmyama before more ‘nnocent people
were beaten. K., however, did rot appesr to be irpressed by
the writer's srgumente and steted that he had the metter well

in hapd,

- S - e .S e

l/ 1bﬁo| Nov. 6. 19“‘. Pe 1.
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Attitude v_of tte Administretion

Sincuierly enough, this perticuler per iod wag repgerded
by the administretion ag one of the most peeceful in the
history of Tule Take, Dr, Opler bepmn his report of November
16 ag fo1lows:

"It hes become trite, ‘n trend reports on Tule 'ske,
firet to prediot and then report the pesce end quiet of the
center, WNevertheless, ever since the liquidetion of the
gtookede, the progress mede has been steady arnd unmistekeable,
e o« o Three resoti ne have emerged: 1) the center hes bheen
improved since the period of 1sst November, ., ,3 2) Administration
anticipetes problems and funoti-ns efficlently. « o} 3)
Administration dispels problems quiockly once they erise, , . The
process of restoring confidence in Administretion is completed." 1/

Dr. Opler was quite correct in thet the center presented an
outward eppesrsnce of extreme quiet, But it wes the ominous quiet
of emxiety. Most residents were of the opinion that the center Wmd
improved since November 1943, but thet hed been s time »f gueh
misery end amx ety that an improvement upon it would ty no means
gusrantee @ gtote of comfort or satisfaction, The writer noted no
indjost ion thet residents were orediting the administration with

more efficdency or more dispateh in dispellirg problems, As for

confidence, the sdministrati n hed never enjoyed sny confidence,

o none c-uld be restored,

Dre Opler's optimiem was shered by Mr, Best., On November
10th Mr. Robertson reported thot My. Best was comnvinced that the
oolony wee in @ stete of exceptions] pesce, Wo trouble at aly
wee anticipsted, The factions were fighting among themselves,
hut e1] else weg serems, At the lest steff meeting Mr, Best had
reed a Mtter from Dillon Myer which stated thet Tule Talks weg
in the most peacefu) state that he had ever seen it, Moreover,

1/ WRA, Community Analysis, "Specis] Report on Center Trends,”
= BNov. 16, 19““. PP. 1, 2,
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Best hod hed & telk with Kato and was oonvinced that Kago
wag bediag very quiet apd had deodded to behave himself, 1/

K, CHECKMATES WA KAYAMA

On November 20th the writer vigited Wato and found
him in @ gtate of extreme depressiom., "There isn't going
to be any trouble for some time,” he steted, "not for a
loug time " In his pioue, he denounced the Kai-Kuratomi
feotion:

"fhere sre three groups now. One group is our group,
the Resegregoation Groups The other group is trying to hold
beok our group becsuse they've made a mistake before, We
were waiting for them to come out and have Reverend Kai be
one of the sdvisors end Kuratomi one of the dansho or big
ghots of the %m¥ young men's associastion, They lorget how
much has been done for them,

"There's nothinr we osn do for quite some time,

"I'm fed up with this gamp, They don't want to bow
their heads and come under us, So to save their feces
vhen they return to Japan, they must do something.

"rhe third group just does nothing., They don't give
o demn what haprens, They don't bother us, lost of us
reslize that we've been playing too muoh of a gentleman
sct, We should heve done something before they atarted,"

Keto added thet his group knew that many of their

plans were being reported to the administretion and he

knew who wag doing it (Kai and Ruretomi), 2/

The writer deduced that something had cauged Mr.
Wakayuma tp sbendon his violent plan, Mr. K., however,
would not tell her uwhat he had done, All he would say

was that ome »f the ehief counce llors of the Sokuji Kikelu

had oalled on him end hod a long telk with him, Now he
wag sure Walkayama wog ghivering in hig shoes, This visitor

ended by telling K. that a few wee ks before Walayams hed
1/ R, Henlkey, Notes, Nov, 10, 1944, p. b,
E/%.. “o" ZU' 19‘4. p. 2.
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been responsible for reversl bestings, 1/

“"The even telk sbout each other, You see hom they sre,

"They figure I'm not bluffings They don't want to be
dragged out, They tell me it ween't them, but it weg this
guy (Welmyams),

"A friend of mine cpresd the truth to tWe people of
Menzemmr (seotion). Those boys heve such confidence in me
thet they wil) not tolerete sry nomeence, Even thet bunch
of bove in Manzerar (Welkeysma's geng) they will definitely
refuse to support hilm if he ever counselis eny violence on
me. ke will be very much surprised to hear thet, T hold
the regpect of those boye becsuce T wee in Sen Fedro eYong
with them," &/

Severs] weels Mter the writer Yeoried some of the
details of Mr, K's osopeign fyom sutue) friends. Vr, Abe
prve the followiny interesting scoounts

"elnysms was in Termnisl Tslsrd before the wer and
go wes 17, So they know esch other for 2 Jone time end K,
tnows the personelity of Wakeyame an? thet he 4s alsoys
for himse 1f oniy.

"we ¥new ererything thet he did in Venzenar, He krew
's'ulcuyl-'m wic 6 conrd, And stil) he bregeed himself. But
o lept guiet us 1oxr os Walmyame didn't do sny big wrong.
&:t since Volmymma'sg fo'nomrs had atteocked me 2t hnight,
Ke wog 8g wod &g & bulldog. He care to me immedistely the
mxt dey end ssid he's goirg to either kill him or heve
bim erreeted begsuse he kpev everything whet he did in the
pest, I told him to be oquiet sand see whet will heppen in
e month or two,

"Phen # youne boy wes elskhed. And the fellow who
sttocled him wag o of the men who attecled m,

"And then Valeyems trisd to etteok X, He plenned it
ond K, found out, And then K, was kind of elormed., And
one of the Sokoku men, &« meen fellow, he end one other went to
Ke @orly in the rorulng, Both went there ond steyed there
te 1king until two o'clogk in the sfternoon, And K, enid
to them, "I night be attacked ard killed, but in the meantime
I night ki1l e eourle of you, 1T dedicete myself to the
justice sn’ welfere of the comp, Thut's the only way we osn
wep the pevee in comp, Vhen Abe e1d Ariteks were ottecked Y
wes rendy to cunish Weloysma, but at the request of Abe and
britels I dithheld, But nos I em rssdy'.

"T‘rﬂn the two wen Sﬂid, 'As 'lo;jg' eg ®e lot you .lou.
1/ Undoubted iy the Abe-ir iytsla banting snd probably several
~ others,
&/ R, lsnkey, Notes, Wov. 0, 1944, p. 1,
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you shouldn't mind whet herrens in cemp,' Then K, weg madder
then ever, '"Whatiil' he sedd, Then he told them a11 about
Miayam end hig movements, He godd, "Youore heding ee
lesder such @ man as Wealesyems . DJo you know sbout this?' The
two men were surppised, o »

"Apl thet wsg Thursday or Frisdy, The next mornine
Timlmyers regicned for the resgon thet his wife hed & baby and
there wag & lot of work to do in the house, And the beaby wag
born four months ege. _!;/

"Ever since ¥, hes told @11 ahout Vaksyess s Jot of people
foum! ot whet be weg. The recola didn'y buow (before) and
they worshipped him highly. But now they've found out thet
he's s conerd end just doine everything for pudldeity,” 2/

The most succinot secsunt of whet K, hed domne to Welayame

wrg given by ¥r, Yommguchi, who smiled ond quoted the proverb:

Yobu wo tsutsuite, hebl wo desle Tois probert 2es extreme 1y

pertinent sine it meens, "He who prys iutc the junble will
stir up » yawmimy serpent,” As for the netter of Nr, Walayame's
regignation, it must heve heen st lenst nowmimml for when the
writer remsriked to the Umtsuda¥s thet she hsd heerd that ¥r,

en awnkward
Welayame had rosigned they Yooied 111 ot sese, After of pauee,
i . ¥stouda said, "Well, he'c been slok," 3/

The writer hed re@son to guspect thet K, had mnot ‘imited
his counter ~nkayeme sotivities to this tolk with the twe
Pegrgreget i ~ulsto but e reliled e group of friends to his
sgsistance., .'s frien's would pive no specif ic informetion
on this point, Vegue hints, however, ehoved that something
of this kind mey luve been dome, Ur. Abe g ids

"Sinoe 1 wng ettecied ticre bes becn born e new perty
in theVepirit of justice., There eore ¢wo men whs 88y they
will dedicete their livesg Ior t's pevsce »f the osmp, And
especis 11y Dect uge these _S't_)_kpku people wer: destroyine the
pesce ol the cemp by streckine innocent people,

1/ In prite of thie "resipmmt ion" aksyams unioubtedly eant inued
~ to exert & powerful infiverce behind the scenes.

&/ ibid,, Dec. ¥, 1944, p, &,
L"/_quu., PRxBRX Deco 9, 1944, pe Ts
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"Soon after we woype attacked, even among the Sokoku peorle,
ther: wer two parties = one extrems and one mild, Thoge whe
were mild were Indirnent at the radicalism and both were in Teud
anong themselves, A hig troudble wes 100nine gt thet time,

"Then emther perty of juctiee arpeered, Thet's shy thege
racien s were goored to desth,” l/

The Temsguchi's to1d the writer thet X¥r, ¥, had osu1led on
them end stated:

"How T on golng t» fig‘wt. You stsy out of it Ceerge,
beooruse youlre merried. I'm a bachelor and bave ns one ts
depedd on we i T get k1lled "

Tamguohi, who was probobly spesikinz of his own esmm ide

Seinen-don, which enphasises sthletios, sdded:

"our orgenizetisn is keeping very quiet now snd w2 dting," 2/

It 43 doubtful 4s 4r. K's eotisn hed en importent e”feot om
many of the Pescgrezntisn Grour lesders, He did, however, throw

8 pwerfu’ seare into "algyoma,

e b e ——— . S

1/ 1b4d., p. 8.
z/ IIJIa.’ Deec, 9. 1944' PP+ 5-6.
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It may have strengthened the oppositlon to Wakayama

that had alrcady arisen among the more moderate mombers
of ihe Resegregatlon Group, MNaturally, Wakayama would
not broadecast the fact that he had pulled in hls horns

for fear that his former crimes might be exposed,

MISCLELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES AND ATTITUDES

On October 27th the writer was asked by a nisel glrls

"What about thlsrumor that the money they (the
Resegregution Group) eollected to glve to the stockade
people is all missing,"

thls sounded suspliciously 1like a plece of insidueus
propaganda from the Kal- Kuratom! faction,

On November 1, Mre. Fullmoto, whose husbsnd had now

relocated gave her Impreseion of the pres mt state of camps

"Feonle around her- seem to dlslike the Menzaner
peonle, They even say that the Co-op Board wes being run
by Manzapnar, by a man named Nomura,"
Evidence has now come cut that Wakayama was trying to control
the Co-op by several stooges cn the board, I shall got this
dope and lnsert 1t where 1t fits. R.He.

Of the knifing which oceurred two days before, she
sald:

"They say that kmifing stil! has eome connectlon
to the bascball lights . ¢ They say an old man startcd
it, Thls 0ld man fan is of an aggressive way., A lot of
peopl e Rnow hime They say he practleally runs the team,"

“Ihe renunciation of eltizenshlp may bring blg trouble,"
she added, which was an excellent prophecy, Nakao,
Fujimoto's sister, added her blt on the Resegregatlon Groups

"I think there are two groups, One of them is really
for it and the other group doeen't cere, I don't think
that there is any group really agalnst it (the Rescgrogation
Group), bocause !f they telked egainst it they'd go out,"

1/ 1bid,, Ccte 27, 1944, p. 7.




