
625. 

. - I , .  

t her e bed st.Rt- .ed t hnt  t hey d 3d not  wi sh t o r et ur n t o Tul e rake 

»8 l ong 06 Mr . Best  was pr oj ect  di r ect or  t her e. Mr . Best  a I so 

; so i d, "You boy a h«ve t r i ed ««.f ul l y her d to tee t  me out . I n 

Bt xt y day» I ' l l  be cone anyway." L / THE wr i t er  TE i ked t o sever s 1 

of  t he rr*n on t hi s commi t  tee end i s convi nced t hat  Mr . Best  di d 

i mpl y the t  the cent er  woul d pr obabl y go under  the Depar t ment  of  

J ust i ce wi t hi n 60 days end t h*t  i n t hat  cose, r et ur ni ng the men 

f r om Sant a Pe wou d̂ be an easy mat t er . Kur at omi  showed the 

wr i t er  t *o l et t er  a f r om the Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e, one of  whi ch 

st at ed t hot  t he Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce was wi i i i nf ? t o r et ur n t he 

i nt er  nee 3 t o Tal e l ake i f  MT . Best  appr oved end anot her  whi ch 

st at ed t b t  t he r et ur n of  the i nt er nees was up t o t he WRA. 

Xur a to mi  r ever t ed t o the agi t at or  pat t er n and st at ed t hat  most  

of  the f ami l i es of  t he i nt er nees «er e det er t r 'ned t o r es i s t  

admi ni st r at i ve pr essur e end woul d not  aro t o Cr ys t al  Ci t y . He 

added: 

"Honest l y speak i nc , T don't  want  to cause any i l l  t ens i on, 
but  goi ng back t o J apanese psychol ogy, whenever  you osn f i nd no 
ot her  al t er nat i ve you may have to t ake st r ong measur es. I t  wi l l  
be pr et t y har d to do anyt hi ng el se t han t o take ac t i on embar r assi ng 
the '.VRA her e 0 

" I  t hi nk I t . Best  knows t hat  the r et ur n 0f  t he men woul d br i ng 
about  bet t er  f eel i ng i n t he cent er . But  i f  he f eel s l i ke pl ayi ng 
f oxy wi t h us , I  o»n pl ay f oxy wi t h hi m. 

B I  t hi nk he was t ol d by ¡vyer  t o st ay out  of  the Sant a Fe 

t r oubl e. I  t hi nk he has s t r i c t  or der s f r om Myer  t b?t  the f ut ur e 

Sant a busi ness wi l l  be handl ed by i r̂er  h i m s e l f 2 / 

Kat o made an i nt er ss t i ng st at ement  on t he meet i ng he had 

al one wi t h jft- . Best , expl ai ni ng i t s s i gni f i cance t o the desegr egat i on 

Gr oup and to the camp as a whol e; 

"i f  t he j us t i ce Depsr t ment  a 13 not  t ake over  i t  woul d put  aw i n 

e t ough spot  because I  made a r epor t  t o the eesegr egat i on commi t t ee 

1 / i b id , , Oc t . 9, 1944, p . 2 . 
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t hat  t hey ( J us t i c e) woul d t ake over  i n 60 day ». Mr  . Best  

def i ni t el y t ol d me t hat  t hi s woul d t ake pl ace wi t h5n a week 

af t er  t he e l ect  i on. I  t ol d hi m, 'Why don't  you put  i t  i n 

t he Tul ean Di spat oh (Kat o meant  Newel l  St ar ) so t he ni sei  

who want  t o go out  c«n t hi nk b̂out  i t ? He t ol d me, 'Mr . Myer  

t ol d hi m not  t o me be ar y st at ement  of  ttay k i nd,1 However , he 

sai d Mr � Myer  had made a st at ement  t o t he Gi l a paper  hi nt i ng 

t hat  Tul e Uk e w i l 1 be under  t he J us t i ce Depar t ment  and t hat  

he (i t f . Bes t ) wi l l  publ i sh an exact  copy of  t hi s st at ement  i n 

the Tul ean Di spat oh» 

"Most  peopl e a*K who er e r eal l y l oyal  to J apan woul d 

r at her  hr>ve t hi a oarap under  the. J ust i ce Depar t ment . When I  

made t hi s r epor t  t o t he Hest gr  gat  i on Commi t t ee t hey wer e 

ver y happy over  i t . j?hey f ee 1 t hat  under  the J ust i ce Depar t ment  

onl y t he l oyn 1 J apanese n i l l  be here -  no Amr i c an c i t i zens -

and vne w- iuld be under  the Pr ot ect i ng Power , whi ch i s t he Spani sh 

Consul . Under  '.VRA we do not  know our  s t at us , whet her  we ar e 

under  the povcrnraent  of  j apan or  Amer i ca. 

"Ther e i s not  much rumor  y et , ss f ar  as I  hear , I  was t ol d 

by some of  t he Resegr egnt i on commi t t ee not  to st ar t  a rumor  y et , 

so I 'm I ceepi ng mum. 

"Of  cour se, the-  pebr l e who went  16 do] 3ar s a month shoul dn't  

be her e. I f  you'r e l oyal  t o J a pan you shoul dn't  be t hi nki ng of  

r ef  r  i ger at  i on and i ce boxes . 1/ The r eal  J ap n̂es? wi sh to go 

back t o J apan i n body onl y , tTTat  i s , i f  i t  i s necessar y . We 

al ways t hi nk of  the sol di er s f t  the f r o nt . What  we'r e goi ng 

t hr ough now i s not hi ng to t het . That 's why t hose who wi sh t o 

re segr egat e don't  get  £ l ong we 1"» wi t h the \ nu« 2 / 

Thi n st at ement  i s s i gni f i ennt  not  onl y because of  i t s 

r el evance t o t he t opi c under  di ecuss i sn but  bees use i t  i s a 

f i ne exampl e of  t he pr opaganda whi oh was bei ng di sser r .i nst ed 

among the young men by the vt  segr e �t  i on Gr oup, 

Despi t e t he ef f or t s of  KUr at omi  and Kat o, the pr ooess 

of  r e- uni t i ng t  he Sant a Fe i nt er  nee s wi t h t hei r  f ami l i es i n 

Cr yst a l  c i t y was car r i ed f or war d. Mr . Best  was Qui t e r i ght , 

however , when he arn i d t h t̂  most  of  them di d not  * i s h to r et ur n 

t o Tul e T k̂e. Kat o at t empt ed t o see ».r . Best  i n l at e Oct ober , 

t el ephoni ng t hr ee t  ime s wi t hout  success . He wr ot e two l et t er s 

and r ecei ved the f ol l owi r .r  answer : 

K . Hani - ey, f r ot es, Oc t . 10, 1944, pp . . 1- 2. 

l ei /  Thi s st atement , i ? al most  i dent i cal  xi t h one m̂ de to the wr i t er  

by k r � Yar cashi t " i n whi ch he out l i ned the csychol osr y whi ch the 

l ie segre ?:b t  i  ̂ n Gr oup i nt ended t o us e. 
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Oct ober  26, 1944 

Dear  Mr . Kat o, 

Wi t h r ef er ence to your  l et t er  of  Oct ober  26 r er  r di ne t he 

t r ensf e r  t o sent  a F t , I  r ef er  you t o Seor se Kur at omi . He 

under st ands the s i t uat i on t hor oughl y . 

Si ncer e 1y, 

I f . P . Best  

Thi s l et t er  «as * bi t t er  pi  V! f or  K»t o to sws T>ow f o r , as 

hos beet  expl ai ned, he f .!d ûr fV,or :i  «.ere or: ver y bad t er ms and ho 

hi r .se I f  wi shed the cr edi t  f or  t he ef f or t  of  re t ur ni ng t he i nt er  net s* 

But  woi  re wr c t o come. I n mi d- November  Kat n r ecei ved a l et t er  f r o» 

Hayashi , one of  t he I nt er nees , r epr ovi ng hi- ?, 5 n no uncer t ai n t er ms 

f or  hi s ar i t c t i ne ac t i v i t i es i n Tul e Take and s t at i ng t hat  t he 

i nt er nees di d not  appr eci at e or  appr ove of  hi s ef f o r t s on t hei r  

behal f . Thi s l et t er  was the most  i nsul t  i ns mi ssi ve the wr i t er  

he s ever  seen wr i t t en by one J apanese t o anot her , KB t o «as 

ext r emel y angr y and sai d he ha 3 answer ed t he l et t er  by t / el l i ng 

the i nt er nees"t o go to hel l . " He edded, "S t i l l , t he negot i at i ng 

Com;;: i t  tee can't  r es i gn unt i l  t ' i s mat t er  i s s et t l ed." t fater» 

f l aysshi  »r ot e a Ut t er  o po l og i z I ng f or  t he har shness of  hi s 

st at ement s tu;d t hanki ng Rat o f or  a l l  t hat  he had dor * on behal f  

of  the i nt er nees / l / The f r mi Ues of  t he i n t er nes J sf t  Tul e 

take on November  20. !:o one t ook the mat t er  ser i ous l y except  

the two pr essur e gr oups . 

The ant i pat hy bet ween t he l wo f ac t i ons grew more mar ked. 

I n t. G Oct ober , Kr t o expr essed hi s opi ni on of  Ka i  a nd Kur at omi  

as f o l l ows : 

P K a i  and Kur at omi  s houl d r ea l i z e t hat , t  be peool e who r e e l l y 

s uppo r t ed us wer e t he peor l e f or  t he s t a t us q u o . The s t a t u s quo 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 2? , 1944, pp. Nov. 10, p . 6; I 'ov. 20, p . 2 . 
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peopl e f eel  t hat  they oannot  «ret  al ong wi t h t he peopl e who 

do not  want  t o go t o J ap?n. 

"Of  cour se, «hen Geor ge Kur at omi  met  Mr . Myer  he et at ed 

the necess i t y of  the r esegr egat i on pr ogr am* Thi s gr oup, t he 

Besegr egat i on Gr oup, mere the ones who r eal l y suppor t ed us 

(t he et ookade det ai nees )« They gave money t o hi r e the l awyer  

f or  us* The i mmedi at e f ami l i es had a l ot  t o do wi t h i t  t oo* 

"Rever end Mai  i gnor ed aI X t hat . He never  expr essed t hanks 

of  any nat ur e» Nat ur al l y , t he peopl e w'o suppor t ed hinr, got  pr et t y 

mad about  i t . They (K«a i  nnd *Mrntocr .i ) st  i l 1 t hi nk t he whol e 

ool ony i n suppor t  inr* t hem. 

"i n n t i r e of  cr  i s i s l i ke t  hi s we must  s t i ck t oget her  � We 

ar e not  supposed to cooper at e wi t  t he admi ni s t r at i on (as Kal  and 

Kur at omi  wer e accused of  doi ng by t he Pesegr  egr. t  i on Gr oup) . 

That 's goi ng agai nst  the «i l l  of  t he J apanese gover nment , i f  you 

under at and me. 

"irfpny peool .e j ust  f e l l  i nt o the Caucasi ans1 hand* Ther e was 

t r  r ubl e bet ween t he admi ni st r at i on and the J apanese. That  i s as 

i t  shoul d be. Kow t her e i s t r oubl e be twee n the J apanese and the 

J apane se 5 because of  a mi nor i t y peopl e who spr ead opi ni on and 

pr opaganda and do a l ot  of  i nui ng ar ound her e. 

"The i noi dent  oou 'd have been cl osed l ong, l ong ago i f  the 

peon 16-  woul d onl y have suppor t ed us and st at ed t hat  t hey woul d 

nnt  wor k unl ess we wer e r el eased* But  the admi ni s t r at i on made 

t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee and st at ed t hat  t he Dci hyo Sha was 

j ust  a po l i t i c al  or r ani sat i on, 

"Geor ge Kur at omi  want ed t o br i ne al l  the peopl e of  Tul e 

Take i nt o one. You c an't  do t hat . Ther e 2 re so many who oeme 

vol unt ar i l y or  "».iked the cl i mat e or  j ust  r ef used t o move. 

These peopl e -  we oan't  get  al ong wi t h t hese peopl e. I n a 

t i me of  c r i s i s , you har e to make i t  btjflok and wh i t e. I t  i s 

i mpossi bl e t o br i ng t hi s camp a l l  i nt o one. wi l l  never  get  

al ong wi t h the other  gr oup. A s f a r  
. t  ¡oncer  ned, I ' l l  

never  f or get  t hem. I f  I  wer e 0 bi g shot  i n J apan, 

what  t o do wi t h t hem, Unf or  t unat e l y , I 'm not . 

I 'd know 

" i ve : bean onl y t hr oe year s i n J apan, The f i r s t  t hi ng I  

Pl an t o do when I  r et ur n �0 J apan i s vol unt eer  f or  the Ar my, 

even af t er  the war . I  want  to be educat ed the har d way -  t he 

r eal  J apanese way . At  a l l  t i mes, I  wi l l  h- ve the gover nwwnt  

of  J apan i n my mi nd." 1/  

M t  i t uda of  the peopl e Regar di ng t he Ret ur n of  the I nt er nees . 

I n soi t e of  the cont ent i ons of  bot h i nt er est ed f ac t i ons , 

the r es i dent s di d not  par t i cul ar l y care whet her  t he i nt er nees 

were br ought  bock or  not . M&ny i nf or mant s di d not  even know 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 27 , , 19- 14, pp. £ - 3. 
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t hat  t he ef f o r t  was bei ng.«er r l ed on end woul d have been i ndi f f er ent  

i f  t hey had known. When as k ed, i nf or mant s usual l y st at ed t hat  t hey 

t hought  i t  »as r i ght  t o t r y t o br i ng them baok . s t i l l , none of  t hen, 

woul d have t aken any ao t i on. Mr , Yamaguohi  s ai d! 

M I  t hi nk i t ' s r i ght  t o br i ng t hem baok . T hat ' s g i r i . ° 1 / 

Mr . K . sai d i  

sympat hi ze r ;Uh the f a mi n e « of  t hose peopl e 

£ J  L J  t b 5 n k h b e T " 1 ? w i n s U ^o r t  ( �«. Of t  t o get  t hem 
0»ok) by demonst r at i ng." 2 / 

When the f at g.ni es f i nal l y l ef t  f or  Cr ys t al  C i t y , on t he 

ni ght  of  November  20, t hei r  l eave t aki ng wo s accompani ed by an 

ex t r ei w l y i nt er es t i ng i nc i dent  whi ch wi l l  be descr i bed l at er . 

THE AT THE RVSEBR. T. T Gtm 

Sons t i me dur i ng l a he August  e ser i ous f r ooe8 br oke out  dur i ng 

a basebal l  P:ame bet ween two t eams r epr esent i ng fbe Manzanar  

sec t i on and t he Poet  on segr egees . I t  wa � i mpossi bl e to f i nd out  

j ust  what  he opened or  who st ar t ed t he f i gh t , but  i t  appear s t hat  

t he f t f cnzenar  r oot er s t hought  t hei r  t eam was be i n? t r eat ed 

unf ai r l y and l ed by an i s s ei  f r om Vanzanar , sor e of  t he Manzaner  

i ans at t acked t he Poet on t eam. The wr i t er  suspect s t hat  t  he 

i s s ei  was the not or i ous Ki yo Shi mada. Non- i »nzani t es , when 

comment i ng upon t he ocour anoe, bl amed t he Manzansr  peopl e, 

''who r. r e al ways s t ar t i ng t r oubl e." The ol der  r r anwho was 

supposed t o have i ns t i gat ed t he f i ght  was al so r eout ed to be 

a f o l l ower  of  Mr . Wakayama. Mr . f t akayama made the f o l l owi ng 

i nt er es t i ng comment  t o t he wr i t er : 

"You hear d about  the f i ght  t hey had af t er  t he basebal l  
«rame on Sat ur day? Wel l , one of  t he boys her e ( i n t he Manzanar  
sec t i on) hod been st r uok over  the head wi t h a chai r  or  somet hi r g 
and had t o heve seven s t i t c hes t aken. 

* i b i d . , Oc t . 2, 1944, p . 1. 

2 7 T b i d . , Oc t . 27, 1944, p . o . 



630. 

" I  hear d t hat  I nt er n« 1 Secur i t y sai d t o not  i f y Wakayama 
not  t o t ake r evenge. One of  the men hur t  I s i n the hospi t al  
and t hey won't  r el ease (hi m) f r om the hospi t al  beoause t hey'r e 
af r ai d he' 11 ha mur der ed by my gang," l / 

Nat  urea l y , Mr . Wakayama assur ed the wr i t er  t hat  he had no 

gang. 

CAivP ATTITUDE TQWig? D THE F A MZA M SECT 10K 

The l arge gr oup of  t r ansf er ees f r om Manzanar  who wer e 

housed i n a new seot i on at  ths east er n si de of  the oa rrp wer e 

r eoei ved by t he ol der  i nhabi t ant s wi t h oonsi der abl s r esent ment . 

Thi s r esent ment  ar ose not  onl y beoause t he Mansani t es wer e 

r eoei ved by the admi ni st r at i on wi t h a cour t esy and consi der at i on 

whi oh t he Oct ober  t r ansf er ees had not  r eoei ved but  al so beoause 

of  the f i ne new bar r acks and t he muoh bet t er  l at r i nal  f ac i l i t i es 

I n t hs ne«l y const r uct ed war d, A year  af t er  t hei r  ar r i v al , the 

Manzani t es, who had by t hi s t i me been j oi ned by smal l er  gr oups 

of  t r ansf er ees f r om ot her  oent er s , chi ef l y J er ome, s t i l l  hel d 

thtomss l ves al oof  and had beoome onl y par t i al l y i ndur at ed wi t h 

t he r emai nder  of  the popul at i on. On t he other  hand, as a 

uni t  or  war d, t hey possessed i nf i ni t el y more communi ty s p i r i t , 

made many posi t  i vs and successf ul  at t empt s to i mprove t hei r  

war d, and, f or  t hi s , wer e gener al l y admi r ed. Many of  the 

r esi dent s of  War d VI I I , t he Ma near er  sect i on, cont i nued to 

mai nt ai n a snobbi sh, st and- of f i sh at t i t ude t owar d * * bot h 

the ol d Tul eans an) t he Oot ober  1943 t r ans f er ees . "We had 

not hi ng to aon i t h t hat  ol d t r oubl e," i f i ansani tes woul d s ay . 

Wher eupon ol der  r esi dent s woul d r et or t , " i f  you'd been her e 

t hen, you woul d have been wor se t han us . " "We had our  r i ot  

and we l ear ned," the Manzani t es woul d r epl y . Thi s al oof nsss 

was r epeat edl y expr essed by the wr i t er 's l Ansanar  i nf or mant s 

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 7, 1944, p. 4 . 
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and the f o l l owi ng st at e me nt  by Mr . Abe i s a good exampl e of  

t he at t i t ude: 

"Wa Manzanar  gr oup don't  have muoh i nt er eet  i n what  i s 

goi ng on i n t he ol d seot i on*" l / 

Pr obabl y t he at r ongeet  f act or  i n keepi ng al i ve hos t i l i t y 

t o the naanar  gr oup was t he r umor s (whi ch wer e based on 

f ac t ) t hat  t her e wer e sever al  gans of  t ough, l awl ess boy« who 

had t hei r  headquar t er s t her e. From wel l  i nf or med men, t he 

wr i t er  l ear ned t hat  t her e wer e not  mora t han t wo or  t hr ee of  

t hess gangs, but  t hei r  occas i onal  deeds of  vandal i sm and 

vi ol anoe gave the ent i r e war d a bad name. As a n i s ei  g i r l  

r emar ked t o t he wr i t er , "peopl e bl ame Manzanar  whan anyt hi ng 

happens . Ever y l i t t l a beat i ng and ever yt hi ng, t hey bl ame on 

Mansanar ." 2 / The t f cnsani t t s wer e al so aocusad of  t hi ever y* 3 / 

Thi s hos t i l i t y was al so mi xed wi t h admi r at i on and envy . 

Mr . Fuj i r oot o s t at ed: 

" I ' v e f el t  t hat  snoot y f eel i ng »hen I 've been over  i n 

the Manzanar  sec t i on. But  you have t o hand i t  to them the 

t hey've got t en t hi ngs done." 4 / 

An ol d Tul ean i s s ei  s ai d: 

"The Mansanar  peopl e ar e good. They ar e good wor ker s*" 6 / 

Two ver y conser vat i ve ni s ei  gi r l s had compl et el y ohanged 

t hei r  at t i t ude t owar d the Mansanar  boys by t he end of  Oot ober , 

1944. The f o l l owi ng s t or i es al so bear  wi t ness t hat  chi val r y 

had not  become ext i nfet  at  Tul a l ake. Ki mi , who wor ked i n the 

Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es Scot  i on got  i nt o an ar gument  wi t h a young 

man who wor ked i n the sosa sec t i on. The ar gument  became 
� . . .  

1/ i b i d . , Aug. 8 , 1944, p . 2 . 

r y TOT. , Sept. 28, 1944, p. 6. 
7 / T O T . , Aug. 24, 1944, p . U 

T/ T5T2T., Aug. 19, 1944, p . 4. 
F / T T OT . , Aug. 20, 1944, p . 1. 
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heat ed and the young man shoved her  so t hat  she f e l l . A 

gr oup of  Manxanar  boys , passi ng i n a t r uok obser ved t h i s . 

They st opped the t r uck, gr abbed the f el l ow, knocked him about  

a bi t  and f or ced hi m t o apol ogi se t o Ki mi . She was ver y much 

i mpr essed and sai d of  the Manxanar  gr oup as a whol e j  

"We get  al ong per f ect l y wi t h t hen. They'r e r eal l y 

cooper at i ng and showi ng t hei r  s p i r i t . They'r e meet i ng us 

hal f - way. Mi ny of  the peopl e have the same i dea we (CAS 

wor ker s) do . Because t hey (MBnzanar ) were segr egat ed over  

t her e, t hey were bi t t er . We mix i n more now." \ / 

Anot her  f t i sei  gi r l  al so l auded the at t i t ude of  t he young 

men f r om Manxanar : 

"ft t  f i r s t  we di dn't  l i ke them beoauee we hear d how r ough 
t hey wer e. But  now we've got t en t o know t hem. A Manzanar  
boys' d u b i nvi t ed some of  the hi gh school  gi r l s t o a wl ani s 
bake and the gi r l s were af r ai d t o go . Those who di d go, t hough, 
were t r eat ed so ni cel y t hat  t hey were ver y i mpr essed." 2 / 

The most  accur at e st at ement  of  t he gener al  oamp at t i t ude 

t owar d the Manzanar  sect i on was mads by Mr . K.s 

" I t ' s t r ue t o sorre ext ent  t hat  t hey have gai ned l i k i ng. 
They (ot her  r es i dent s ) t hought  the Manxanar  peopl e wer e a l l  
r adi os i s , but  t hey ohanged t hei r  mi nds si noe and see t hat  
t hsy ar e not ." 3 / 

RESEOREOATIOfl  GROUP ATTEMPTS TO FORCE RF. SEOPSQAT ION BY ISSUING 

UNAUTHORIZED PAMPHQST 

I n l at e Sept ember  the Re segr egat i on Orotp made a second 

at t empt  t o separ at e the sheep f r om the goat s by d i s t r i b u t e 

a pamphl et  wi del y t hr ough t he oamp and r equest i ng r egi s t r at i on 

of  t hose who t r ul y desi r ed to r et ur n t o J apan at  the f i r s t  

oppor t uni t y. Thi s was , of  oour se, a del i ber at e at t empt  t o 

f or e« the TOt A to t aka some aot i on on r e segr egat i on by t he 

power  of  vast  publ i c suppor t * I t  was al so i nt ended to br i ng 

power f ul  pr essur e on the camp's popul at i on ei t her  t o j o i n the 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 27, 1944, p . 6 . 

r / I F i cT., Oc t . 29, 1944, p . 1. 

T / T O T . , Oc t . 30, 1944, p . 6. 
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Fa segr egat i on Or  oup and suppor t  i t  or  t o j o i n wi t h i t  beoause 

t hey woul d be af r ai d t o do ot her wi se, or  t o get  out  of  oamp. 

, The wr i t er  was shown a copy of  t he pamphl et  by Mr . Yamashi t a 

f our  days bef or e the begi nni ng of  i t s di s t r i but i on* She was , 

of  oour se, asked t o t el l  no one of  t he mat t er , a conf i dence 

whi oh »as not  bet r ayed. The wr i t er  happsned t o o al l  on Mr  � 

Yamashi t a on Sept ember  2 l . He appear ed i l l  at  ease and ner vous, 

whi oh was unusual . Af t er  s t at i ng f o r c ef ul l y , "Be se er e gat  i on i s 

goi ng t o be soma t hi ng event ual l y . The phi l osophy of  t ha 

maj or i t y of  the r esi dent s wi l l  her eaf t er  be ohanged," he br ought  

out  t he pr oposed pamphl et  and al l owed her  to r ead i t . Ha 

at a t eds 

"Thi s pet i t i on wi l l  t e l l  t he admi ni s t r at i on exac t l y what  we 

ar e and what  we shoul d be under  t he oi r oumst anoes. We ar e 

�er t a i n t hat  the admi ni s t r at i on and WRA oannot  di s t i ngui sh 

bet ween t he l oyal  and the di s l oyal  peopl e oongr egat ed i n t hi s 

oamp. Even t hough i t  i s f or  d i s l o y al s , i t  i s di f f er ent  f r om 

ot her  oent er s . Thi s i s t he r eason f or  so muoh r es t l essness and 

unf or t unat e di st ur bance i n oamp. 

"We r e ai dant s , t he wi ser  peopl e, oannot  wai t  f ur t her  

anymor e f or  t he admi ni s t r at i on t o have the oamp l i ke t hi s * The 

t i me has oome wher eby the J apanese r es i dent s wi sh t o f or mul at e 

and det er mi ne t hei r  bel i ef  of  t hsmseI vea." 

He t hen asked the wr i t er  i f  i n her  opi ni on t he di s t r i but i on 

of  t hi s pamphl et  woul d be f ol l owed by t he appr ehensi on and 

puni shment  of  the sponsor s . The wr i t er  hedged by sayi ng t hat  i t  

waa di f f i c ul t  t o pr edi ot  t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on mi ght  do . 

Tamahi t a appear ed sat i s f i ed and cont i nued: 

"You know t hat  the peopl e behi nd t hi s have been wor ki ng 

under gr ound f or  a l ong t i me. Anyone/ who woul d have oome out  

openl y sou Id have been put  i n t he s t ockade. We have been wor ki ng 

on t hi s si noe Apr i l » awai t i ng the moment ; but  we nad to keep 

i t  a s ec r et . Now the t i me has come* 

"We ar e of  the opi ni on t hat  we oannot  be l oyal  t o t wo 

oount r i es . As l ong as we ar e l i v i ng her e, why not  make up 

our  mi nds t o be r eal  J apanese or  not t  As l ong as t hi s i s 
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f u l l y i mpr essed on t he r es i dent s , t hi s carr.p wi l l  beoome more 
peaoef ul  t han ever � 

" i f  t he admi ni st r at i on r ecogni zed t hi s movement , we »i l l  

have a good mut ual  under st andi ng« Bes i des , Mr , &yer  sent  us 

a l et t er  and r ecogni sed t hi s movement  t hr ough Mr . Bl ack* 

"i f  t hi s pr ooeeds success f ul l y , t he t i me wi l l  corns when 

t he ot her s (t he f er t oe- si t t er s) wi l l  go out  and pr oceed accor di ng 

t o WFA po l i c y . Ther ef or e t he t ime wi l l  op ma when we pan aoopmpl i gh 

our  r esegr egpt  i on pr odedur e  ̂ I t  wi l l  not  be di r ec t  re segr egat i on. 

W? h o «e * h o r ef use t o s i gn t hi s wi l l  have peopl e ar i si ng t hem, 
'Ar e you l oyal  t o J apan or  notj f  i f  you or e not  l oyol  t o J apan, why 
don't  you peJ T out t  Nat ur al  l y , t hose l oyai  t o J apan wi l l  st ay her e 
unt i l  t he war  ends* 

"Thi s way -  t he peopl e wi l l  have to r eal i se t hi s -  because as 
l ong a s t hei r  appeor anoe i s J apanese, t hey wi l l  have t o s i gn t h i s . 
Bei ng l oyal  t o J apan i s a ver y ser i ous mat t er « 

" I f  t hey don' t  s i gn t h i 8 t hey wi l l  be known t o be not  l oyal  
J apan and w i n be t ol d i n publ i c I  or  c our se, many peopl e who ' 
don't  want  t o go back t o J wpan wi l l  al gn t h i s , 'but  t hen t hey wi l l  
j i ngo i n a oor ner  and keep qui et « � � 

"You know, 99 peo l e out  of  100 ar e t ak i ng the at t i t ude and 
s t at i ng, ' I 'm l oyal  t o Amer i oa,' -  t hey ar e t el l i ne a l i e. Those 
peonl e ar en t  r eal l y l oyal  t o Amer i ca, They ar e l oyal  t o t hei r  
pr oper t i es« I t  i s j uat  a ael f i ah wi sh because t hey have an i ce-
box and a st ove out s i de," l / 

Thi s i s a ver y s i gni f i c ant  st at ement  of  t he ai ms and st at e 
or  

of  mi nd/t hat  par t  of  t  hs Re ae gr egat  i on Gr oup l eader s who sponsor ed 

t hi a ac t i on« I t  wi l l  be not ed t hat  Mr  , Tamaahi t i  admUe t hat  the 

gr ouo had been wor ki ng under gr ound si nce Ap r i l . I t  i s al so 

appar ent  t hat  havi ng bet n r ef used re aegr e ga t  i 0n, t he l eader s had 

now det er mi ned to f ol l ow a pl an wher eby r essgr egat i on coul d be 

accompl i shed by pushi ng t he f enoe- s i t t er s out  of  oamp. Yamashi t a 

showed hi msel f  wel l  acquai nt ed wi t h t he power  of  publ i o pr essur e 

on t hose per sons who coul d be poi nt ed at  as "not  t r ue J apanese" 

and bet t &yed t he gr oup's i nt ent  t o use t hi s pr essur e t o t he 

These 

ut most * Xt oei e/par t  i cul or  st at ement s have been under  l i ned, f o r , 

t hough t he pr essur e di d not  begi n to oper at e i mmedi at el y af t er  

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 21, 1944, pp , 5- 5. 
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t he di s t r i but i on of  the pamphl et , i t  became ver y power f ul  l at er , 

 ̂ when ot her  psyohol ogi ca1 f act or e «er e added t o i t . As to t he 

st at ement  t hat  99# of  t he J apanese pr of ess i ng l oyal t y t o Amer i oa 

aer o l y i ng, i t  mi ght  be added t hat  at  l east  90* pr of ess i ng l oyal t y 

t o J apan »er e l yi ng al s o* 

The Engl i s h t r ans l at i on of  t he pamphl et  f o l l ows? 

What  i s BE SE OREOATI pK and What  does i t  iffiAN 

Af t er  t he l ast  November , 1943 I nc i dent , and when our  r epr esent at i ves 

and ot her s wer e appr ehended end t aken i nt o the St ookade, t he 

r es i dent s became t er r i bl y r es t l ess and l i ved i n days of  most  

i r r i i gnat  i- >ns and r esent ment s. The r es i dent s f ear ed t o v i sual i se 

when and i f  t hi s unf avor abl e condi t i ons coul d ever  oome t o an end 

or  not * 

One of  t he mai n r easons f or  November 's upr i s i ng and di st ur banoss 

was beeause t he WFA di d not  cl ear  l y c l ar i f y the di s t i nc t i ons bet ween 

t he l oyal s and t he di s l oy al s . Even, i n vi ew of  the f ao t , t hat  t he 

WRA had pr evi ousl y announced bot h nat i onal l y and i nt er nat i onal l y t hat  

t he Tul e l ake Cent er  was t o be a Segr egat i on Cent er  onl y« 

We, upon namefDUs oooasi ons r egr et t ed t o di soover  among t he 

r eei dent o, the phi l osophi es and at t i t udes di f f er  wuoh among one 

anot her  due and on aooount  of  t he var i oue oi r oumst anees and 

condi t i ons of  the i ndi v i dual s * 

Under  suoh oi r oumst anoes and condi t i ons , t hose who f el t  

l oyal  t o J apan des i r ed to be c l as s i f i ed as an enemy el i en and t o 

be t r eat ed accor di ngl y , f or war ded a pet i t i on to bot h t he Amer i oan 

Gover nment  and t he Spani sh Embassy. I t  wa8 pet i t i oned under  t he 

name of  He - segr egat i on Appl i es t  i on. Thi s pet i t i on i nt ended to 

eer ve as a mean by whi oh the r «ei d*nt e oouM be abl e t o f i nd ways 

t o he l o r el ease i nt er nees f r om the St ockade, f or  t hey wer e consi der ed 

t o be danger ous subj ec t s . Whi l e at  the same t ime i t  endeavor ed t o 

i nf or m bot h t he J apcnese Gover nment  and the Am r  l oan Gover nment  t hat  

t hose pet i t i oned ar e ver y l oyal  t o J apan and t hus endeavor ed to make 

i t  d e a r  the re l at i onshi ps of  sover ei gn and her  subj ec t s , i n or der  

t hat  our  f ut ur e may be bui l t  on sol i d f oundat i on. 

However , condi t i ons at  t hat  t ime wer e so di f f er ent  and on 

acoour t  of  muoh f ear s on the par t  of  t he r es i dent s , t hi s pet i t i on 

f or  r e- seer e g* t  i on r emai ned unef f eot ed f or  a l at er  t i me. Today, the 

FiPii  bot h her e and Washi ngt on i s c o ns i der i ng the ser i ousf t ess of  t he 

pet i t i on, t he pr obl em t hus bei ng t aken up at  Washi ngt on. Ther ef or e, 

we t ake t hi s oppor t uni t y to det er mi ne and *i s h t o f or mul at e openl y 

our  pol i cy so i n or der  t hat  a l l  r es i dent s be known i n gener al  t he 

f aot s and t r ue meani ngs of  the r e - segr egat  i on appl i oat  i n̂ and 

pet i t i o n. Those who ar e members al r eady ar e gi *en an oppor t uni t y t o 

r eoonsi der  the pr i nc i pl e of  the re - se gr egat  i on aoPl i oat  i on. Those 

who «r e not  yet  members ar e gi ven the f u l l es t  oppor t uni t y f or  

r egi s t r at i ons t o j o i n wi t h t hi s appl i c at i on. Tour  apr  Uc at i o ns wi l l  

be submi t t ed wi t h an up- t o- dat e l i s t s and shal l  be f or war ded t o bot h 
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t he J apanese and the Amer i oan f over nment 8� Thi s i s t o expr ess 

our  det er mi n«Ct o bel i ef s and our  r i ght  at t i t udes i n or der  

t hat  ws make known our sel ves d e a r l y , t he r el at i onshi ps bet ween 

our  sover ei gn and her  subj eot s . 

We r equest  t her ef or e, t hat  ever y r es i dent  k i ndl y r ead t ha 
f o l l owi ng pr i nc i pl es of  f aot s and meani ngs of  t ha r e- segr egat i on 
appl i c at i on. We r equest  t hat  ever y r esi dent  deci de f or  h i s and 
her  appl i cat i on f or  re - se r̂ egat  i on wi t h one's own di sor ei ai on 
and f r ee- wi l l « 

1« 

Wher eas , we be wel l  i nf or med and under st and of  t hi s pr esent  
war  and because of  our  l oyal t y t o J apan we cannot  be l oyal  t o 
Amer  i oa. 

2 . 
Wher eas , we r eal i se the usel essr oss of  our  I mer i oan Ci t i s ens hi p , 

and so as soon as and i n the event  a l aw of  r enounoi at i on f or  

o i t i senshi p baoome ef f ec t i v e, we gl adl y r enounce our  oi t  i s enshi ps . 

Ther ef or e, we make c l ear l y our  pos i t i ons by bei ng a r eal  J apanese. 

Fur t her mor e, we be c l as s i f i ed c l ear l y as an enemy al i en and t her eby 

be t r eat ed i n accor dance wi t h the Geneva Convent i ons« 

3« 

Wher eas , we pt ay f or  an i mmedi at e r epat r i at i on t o J apan* We 

pr epar e t o saor i f i oe ever yt hi ng; bot h mater  ia H y and i n manpower s 

t o the count r y we dear l y l ove wi t h wi l l i ngness and gl adl y do so as 

l oyal  c i t i zens , espec i al l y at  the t i me of  t he Nat i onal  emer gency 

and at  her  di s pos al . 

4 . 

Wher eas , i n t he event  our  r epat r i at i ons shoul d be of  i mpossi bi l -

i t y f or  the dur at i on, we t r ansmi t  our  si ncer e i nt ent i ons t o J apan f or  

t he pur pose to r ake known oi eer l y our  r el at i onshi ps bet ween sover ei gn 

and her  s ubj ec t s . 

6 , 

Wher eas , i n t he event , we J apanese shal l  be per mi t t ed t o 

r ehabi t at e and r et ur n t o t he St at e of  Cal i f or ni a or  t o ot her s of  our  

o r i gi nal  pl aces , we do not  i nt end nor  des i r e t o r et ur n ev er . Wher eas 

i ns t ead/ we i nsi st  t o r emai n wi t hi n the Cent er  pr ovi ded by the 

Gover nme n t . 

6 . 

Wher eas , we uphol d hi ghl y our  J apanese spi r i t s and unceasi ngl y 

endeavor  t o oul t i vat e our sel ves bot h ment al l y and phys i cal l y i n 

or der  t o f u l f i l l  t he pr i nc i l e of  bei ng not hi ng but  a r eal  J apanese. 

For  t hi s r eason, i t  mierht  necessi t at e f or  an wi t hdr awal  f r om 

member shi ps t hose who act  Un- J apanese, and who br i ng di ser r aoe t o 

ot her  J apanese. 7 

7 . 

wher eas, wi t h af or ement i oned r easons , we r equest  t hi s Re-

segr egat i on Appl i cat i on and at  t he same t i me we ar e dest i ned f or  

expedi ency wi t h a l l  i t s accompl i shment  t o r e - segr egat e � 

We have al r eady submi t t ed t he l i s t s of  pet i t i oner s of  the 

r e- segr egat i ons and wi t h af or ement i oned pr i nc i pl es and st at ement s 

bjr  t he feppcbko pet i t i oner s t o bot h the Amer i can and the J apanese Gover nment s/ 

Aui ci #ai n|m»f i  t hr ough the Spani sh Embassy i n l ast  May 30, 1944. We 
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ar e now maki ng t he f i na l  U s t / t o be pr esent ed to bot h t he 

Gover nment s, i nf or mi ng of  our  J apanese spi r i t s and our  i nt ent i ons 

^  ̂ 2U r  8 U t U 8 ' t her ef o r e, one must  under st and 
t hor oughl y t he meani ng of  t he He - Segr egat i on Appl i cat  i on. We wi sh 
t o r equest  agai n f or  your  own f r e e wi l l  dec i s i on and your  oun 
bel i ef  when upon the r egi s t r at i on of  pour  name. 

Of  a n i mpor t anoe, we wi sh t o r epat r i at e dur i ng t he war  i f  

poss i bl e, and upon the bl ess i ng of  our  r epat r i at i ons , we wi sh t o 

wi l l i ngl y and gl adl y saor i f i oe a l l  our  ser vi ces t o our  Mfrther  

count r y. F i nal l y , f or  t hi s r eason, we must  mai nt ai n our  good 

f ai t hs and i nt er net  i ons . We wi sh t o endeavor  t o eduoat e our  

ohi l dr en t o uphol d t he J apanese s p i r i t s . Wt  des i r e t her ef or e, 

t o st r i ve t o eduoat e and cul t i vat e our sel ves and our  chi l dr en 

i n f u l l  pr epar edness t o meet  ever y demand r equi r ed t o ser ve as 

one s dut y t owar d our  count r y; when and upon t he bl ess i nes of  

our  r epat r i at i ons* 

Sever e 1 ver y r eveal i ne st at ement s ar e t o be f ound i n t hi s 
m i  

mass of  ponder ous Engl i sh whi oh the wr i t er  suspeot s Mr . Tamashi t a 

of  l i f t i ng i n i l l  di gest ed chunks f r om a m i l  known t ext  on 

i nt er nat i onal  t *» whi ch he had been st udyi ng ass i duous l y f or  a 

mont h. I t  i s t o be not ed t hat  the peopl e wer e not  i nf or med 

t hat  t he KVRA had def i n i t el y dec i ded agai nst  re segr egat i on, but , 

on the ot her  har dwar e t o l d, "Today the WT>A bot h her e and i n 

Washi ngt on i s cons i der i ng t he ser i ousness of  t he pet i t i on." 

The over t  pur pose of  the pamphl et , to gi ve the peopl e the 

oppor t uni t y of  j o i ni ng the motement  or  of  "r econs i der i ng the 

pr  i hci pl e of  r e- segr egat i on" yk d e a r l y s t at ed. Mor eover , 

t he pr esumpt i ous at t empt  of  t he gr oup t o assume the pos i t i on 

of  go- l wt ween bet ween t he J apanese and Amer i oan gover nment s 
y j o �� ; . 

r eveal ed. Thi s f unot i on was t o be el abor at ed gr eat l y i n 

f ut ur e ac t i v i t i es , when t he or gani sat i on gave f r ee ser vi ce 

t o members i n such mat t er s as secur i ng bi r t h r eoor ds . The 

i nt ent  t o r enounoe c i t i zens hi p at  t he ear l i es t  opoor t uni t y 

was announced. Most  r eveal i ng of  a n was the st at ement  t hat  

i n the event  t hr t  t he J apanese wer e per mi t t ed t o r et ur n t o 

Cal i f o r ni a or  t o t hei r  ot her  pl aces of  o r i g i n , "We do not  
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desi r e t o r et ur n ever . Wher eas i nst ead we i ns i st  t o r emai n 

wi t hi n the Cent er  pr ovi ded by the Gover nment ." By t hi s st at ement  

t he l eader  s showed t hemsel ves cogni zant  of  t he f undament  poDUl ar  

at t i t ude -  the f ear  of  expul s i on -  an at t i t ude whi ch was bound t o 

gi ve them some suppor t . Hot  i oe was gi ven t hat  members who "ac t  

On- J apanese" woul d he expel l ed, a pr ooedur e whi oh was l at er  t o 

oause the Kesegr egr t i on Gr oup much t r oubl e. A l l  i n a l l , t he 

st at ement  cont ai ned a f ei r l y cl ear  descr i pt i on j f  t he pol i oy 

whi ch the Fe se grs gr  t i on Gr oup i nt ended to f ol l ow and di d f ol l ow 

i n t he succeedi ng two mont hs. The onl y i mpor t ant  pol i oy omi t t ed 

was the i nt ent  t o si l enoe opposi t i on by vi ol ent  means . 

The c i r cul at i on of  t hi s pet i t i on was begun on Sunday, 

Sept ember  24. I t  appear s t hat  the met hod of  di s t r i but i on 

var i ed i n t he di f f er ent  war ds and bl ocks« I n most  bl ocks the 

r es i dent s wer e gi ven a pamphl et  and t ol d t o pass i t  on to 

the ot her  i nhabi t ant s of  t he bar r ack . I n some bl ooks t hey 

were i nf or med t hat  t hey woul d be abl e to s i gn the pet i t i on 

and t her ef i y enr o l l  as members of  the desegr egat i on Gr oup« 

They wer e t ol d ei t her  t o go to a sokoku o f f i c i a l  i n t he war d 

or  t hat  a pet i t i on woul d be br ought  ar ound l at er . Some i nf or mant s 

s&At ed t het  t hey wer e not  even t ol d t hat  exi t tgatabt f  pet i t i on was 

to f ol l ow the pamphl et . 

As a means of  i ncr easi ng t he member shi p of  t he Fes«* r egat i on 

Gr oup, t he pamphl et  i t sel f  had l i t t l e success except  i n the 

&$msanar  seot i on. A l l  t hat  i t  accompl i shed was to br i ng a 

t empor ar y st at e of  conf us i on upon t he r es i dent s . For  t he 

f i r s t  f ew days , some peopl e wer e ver y much oonf used beoause 
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t hey di d not  know t he sour ce of  t he pet i t i o n , whet her  i t  spr ang 

f r om t he WRA or  f r om some or gani zat i on wi t h i n t he camp* 

Many of  t hese i ndi v i dual s , however , comf or t ed t hemsel ves * i t h t he 

dec i s i on t hat  WRA woul d not  br i ne out  a st at ement  i n suoh "awf u l  

Engl i s h*" The Resegr egat i on Gr oup made r o st at ement  t o t he 

wr i t er  on how many peopl e s i gned i t , whi ch i ndi oat es s t r ongl y 

t hat  t he new s i gnat ur es must  have been f ew i n number . On t he 

whol e t he pet i t i on was vi ei oed wi t h s us p i o i o n, denounced as a 

f ac t or  whi oh woul d "br i ng t r oubl e i nt o o a*p , and oondemned 

beoause i t  "had no aut hor i t y«" On Monday, Mr s . Yamaguohi , a 

ver y good i nf or mant  gave t he f o l l owi ng acoount  of  r eac t i ons 

i n her  b l o o k . She l i ved iki  a s t r ong s t at us quo bl ock end 

war d ( V I I ) wher e t he pr essur e gr oup had concent r at ed i t s ef f o r t s 

and wher e i t  al r eady bed a st r ong f o l l owi ng* 

"We wer e handed t hi s dooument  l ast  n i ght . They gave you 

what  r esegr egat i on i s about  and why t hey want  t o be re segr egat ed . 

Ther e ar e f our  or  f i v e st at ement s t her e t hat  you have t o do and 

obey* The peopl e who l i ve up t o t h i s can be r es egr egat ed� 

"l i e haven't  even hear d what  i t ' s a l l  abo ut . Ther e ar e so 

many peopl e her e of  di f f er ent  o p i n i o ns . A l l  t hedr  opi ni ons ar e 

d i f f er en t . I  r eal l y don't  know my s el f , 

"Xxl nhi n Some peopl e ar e ver y much f or  i t , but  I  bel i eve 

t her e ar e more agai ns t  i t  t han f o r  i t . What  t he out come of  

t hi s wi l l  be, I  don't  know. On t he whol e, most  of  t he peopl e 

ar e ver y doubt f ul  about  i t « 

" I  t hi nk i t ' s a bi g t r oubl e f or  t he admi ni s t r at i on as 

wel l  as t he evacuees« 

" I  r eal l y do n' t  see why we shoul d r <3segr egat e , We' r e 

al r eady r epat r i at es » We've al r eady s i gned up f or  r epat r l ot  i on# 

The wl S and the peor l e as a whol e know t hat  we'r e l oyal  t o 

J apan� Anda l ot  of  t he peopl e t h i nk as we d o , 

"The peopl e haven't  s i gned i t  y et . Tou hear  so many 

opi ni ons you e6t  al l  mi xed up . I t  was pent  f r om bar r acks 

t o bar r acks by t he r es i dent s . They di d not  ask t hem t o s i gn 

i t  t hen. I  bel i eve t her e's a r espr esent at i ve or  somet hi ng 

i n t he bl ock who ' l l  t r y t o get  s i gnat ur es l at er «" l / � 

1 / i b i d . , Sep t . 26, 1944, p . 1 . 
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sever e i  or gani zat i ons wi t h di f f er ent  names. The name by whi oh 

t he ent i r e body was r oost  f r equent l y oal i ad by the r es i dent s was 

Resegr egat i on Gr oup or  i n J apanese, Sai kakur i  (check t h i s ) and 

t hi s i s t he name whi oh w i n be adopt ed i n t hi s nar r at i ve» 

At  i t ' s ver y begi nni ng, t hi s name was not  used, but  si noe r esegr e-

gat i o nwas al ways ones of  the gr oup's maj or  ai ms, t hi s i naoaur aoy 

i s not  ser i ous« 

FUNDAMENTAL EVACUEE ATTI TUDES WHI CH SUPPORTED RE SEGREGATI ON GROUP 

The i mpul se f or  re se gre gat  i on was based di r ec t l y upon the 

i ncompl et eness wi t h whi oh t he segr egat i on pr ogr am had been car r i ed 

out  by the WA . The gr eat  maj or i t y of  t r ansf er ees l ooked upon 

Tul e i pke as a cer t ai n haven wher e t hey woul d once and f or  a l l  be 

separ at ed f r om the f ence s i t t er s , f r om t hose who had not  made up 

t hei r  mi nds: a pl ace wher e t hey woul d at  l ast  be saf e f r om t he 

J §  haunt i ng f ear  of  ej ec t i on f r om t he camps and f r om i nduct i on i nt o 

t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my. Nat ur al l y , t he l at t er  two obj ec t i ves wer e 

sel dom admi t t ed openl y . Pr obabl y mary i ndi v i dual s woul d not  admi t  

them t o t hemsel ves. I ns t ead, an Ut opi an dveam was eonoei ved of  

t he f ut ur « Tul e i pke as a p âoe wher e a l l  the r es i dent s woul d be of  

one mi nd and woul d l i ve qui et l y unt i l  «c hange or  unt i l  t he end of  

the war , pr epar i ng t hemsel ves f or  a l i f e i n J apan, (Undoubt edl y, tfe a 

gr eat  maj or i t y of  t r ansf er ees bel i eved t hat  J apan woul d be vi ct or i ot a 

i n t he war . ) Thi s at t i t ude was embr aoed wi t h an ext r aor di nar y 

emot i onal  f or ce and af f ec t ed al most  a l l  of  t he newcomers t o a 

oer t ai n degr ee. One of  the most  si noer e expr ess i ons of  t he at t i t ud* 

came f r om a k i bei  g i r l  who di d not  beoome a r esegr egat  i oni s t : 

"A l l  dur i ng t he t r i p a l l  t he peopl e comi ng f r om Gi l a -  a l l  

t hey t al ked about  was how t hi ngs wer e goi ng t o be i n Tul e l ak e. 

Ther e woul dn't  be any more i nus, no more Tes - Tt s . They wer e so gl ad 

h h h h i  m m 
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when t hey saw t he oamp. The peopl e came her e wi t h such hi gh hopes 

and t hey got  so l i t t l e* . 

"When we saw t he oamp t her e was a bunoh of  boys on a pot at o 

t r uok . They poi nt ed. ' T hat ' s T u l e, ' t hey s ai d. When T saw i t  

t ear s oame to my eyes . I t  was the f i r s t  st ep t owar d J apan and 

.Geor ge (her  husband) woul d be her e and ever y t hi ng." l / 

I t  shoul d be re st r essed t hat  t he under l yi ng mot i vat i ons f or  

t he f er vor  wi t h whi oh t hi s at t i t ude was adopt ed was the psyohol ogi c«! 

need f or  s t abi l i t y , f or  seour i t y , f or  a pl aoe wher e t hese conf used, 

t or ment ed peopl e,nwho wer e s t i l l  not  sur e what  t hey wi shed to do , geml d 

r est  i n peace. The r ude awakeni ng whi oh t hey r ecei ved and t he 

enor mous r esent ment  t hi s awakeni ng engender ed t owar d the "f ence-

s i t t i ng ol d Tul eans ," some of  whom f r ank l y admi t t ed t hat  t hey di d 

not  i nt end t o go baok to J apan, has been f ul l y desor i bed. 2 / The 

ver y pr esenoe of  t hese nonohal ent  soul s who made no at t empt  t o 

hi de t hei r  ambi val ence was a naggi ng t hr eat  t o t he secur i t y whi oh 

the t r ansf er ees had hoped to gai n. As has been shown, t hi s f r us t r at i on 

was one of  t he most  pot ent  of  t he emot i onal  f act or s whi oh cont r i but ed 

t o the out br eak of  Oct ober  and November  1943. A woman who l at er  

beoame a f anat i c al  r esegr egat i oni st  wr ot e i n a l et t er : 

"When we l ear ned t he f ac t s of  f ai l ur e on t he par t  of  WRA t o 

car r y out  t hi s as a segr egat i on oent er , t hat  many l oyal  ones s t i l l  

r emai ned her e i n l ar ge number s and many uncer t ai n i n s t at us : t he 

No- Yes, t he Yes- No, the non- r egi st r ant s , t h i s , the dump, cer t ai nl y 

was no pl aoe f or  us . " 3/ 

A non- re segr egat  i oni st  ni sei  g i r l  sai d: 

"Anot her  t hi n t hat  s t r uck us was the gr eat  number  of  Yes- Yes 

peopl e and peopl e who hadn't  r egi s t er ed who wer e her e. We had 

expeot ed j us t  one gr oup and had expect ed to r un t hi s oamp as we 

want ed t o . We had hi gh hopes of  t hat ." 4 / 

Anot her  non- r esegr egat i oni st , a k i bei  g i r l , s ai d: 

"Ther e wer e some f ami l i es her e -  ol d Tul eans -  who s ai d, "We 

haven't  deoi ded whet her  we'r e goi ng back t o J apan y et . Our  boys 

1/ i b i d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p . 3 . 

7 / §ee' "pp. 6- 12 of  "Devel opment  of  Tr ansf er ee At t i t udes Pr i or  t o 
� t he Farm Aoo i dent ." 

3 / F . Hankey, Not es , J ul y 18, 1944, p . 2 . 

i b i d . , p . 1. 
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j ust  r ef used t o r egi s t er . ' I  t ol d my par ent s , 'Gee, t hey j ust  
st ayed her e. They di dn't  want  to go out .1 I  don't  have muoh 
r espeot  f or  t hem.' l / 

Thé/ demand f or  a c l ar i f i cat i on of  st at us was one of  the 

maj or  poi nt s br ought  t o th« admi ni st r at i on by the Negot i at i ng 

0 

Commi t t ee of  t he Dai hyo sha Kai « Kur at omi , however , pr esent ed a 

t r ue pi ot ur e of  publ i o opi ni on when he r equest ed t hat  t he peopl e 

"l oy al  t o Amer i oa" be moveé out  of  camp. I t  r emai ned f or  t he 

desegr egat i on Gr oup to r ever se the i dea and demand t hat  t hose 

"l oyal  t o J apan" be r emoved, a pol i cy whi ch was dest i ned t o 

al i enat e the maj or i t y of  the camp r es i dent s , si nce al most  a l l  

des i r ed seour i t y and r ef uge. 

1/ i b i d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p . 3 . 
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K . oame out  emphat i cal l y agai nst  t he pet i t i on. He di d not  

keep b&« opi ni ons voi oed bel ow to hi msel f , but  expr essed t hem 

honest l y to t he many o0nf used and puzzl ed r es i dent s who oarie t o 

hi m f or  adv i oe. Consequent l y, he soon became known as one of  

t he aot i ve opponent 's of  t he pr essur e gr oup ani  i ncur r ed t he 

l eader s ' hos t i l i t y * Thi s per t ur bed hi m not  at  a l l  and he oont i nued 

t o speak hi s mi nd. 

" I  hear d about  i t  (t he pet i t i on) f r om a f el l ow i n bl ook 75. He 

di dn't  know hi s own mi nd about  what  he was t o do . The r eason he 

was puzzl ed was he di dn't  know wher e i t  oame f r om -  the WA or  some 

J apanese or gani zat i on* 

"To be f r ank wi t h you, I 've known about  t hi s t oo . I  knew i t  
was oomi ng and who was wor ki ng on i t . I  was al so asked to at t end 
the meet i ng, but  I  r ef used. I  st ayed away. 

" i  don't  know how t he peopl e ar e goi ng t o r eaot  to t h i s . I  

have a r epul s i ve f eel i ng agai nst  i t , because I  know where i t  comes 

f r om. I  don't  l i ke the per son who l eads i t . He' s not  doi ng i t  

f or  the good of  the J apanese; he's doi ng i t  to beoome f amous. 

He's doi ng i t  f or  hi s own good and not  f or  t he good of  t he 

J apanese peopl e as a who l e. 

"However , hi s suppor t er s may not  be as he i s . They( can't  

be or i t i c i sed as t o what  I 've s ai d. But  as f or  t he or gani zer  

of  t hi s or gani zat i on, I  have no conf i dence i n hi m. Some f ew 

oonneot ed wi t h i t  ar e ver y s i ncer e. The peopl e don't  suspect  t hat  

t hat  t he or gani zer  i s wor ki ng f or  hi s own good. 

"The ot her  day , I  t ol d you the Sokoku Kenkyu Sei nenpdan must  
have some connect i on wi t h t he or i gi nal  par t y who want  to be 

- .. re segr e gat ed. I  f ound out  now t hat  t hi s SokokuKenkyu i s not hi ng 
but  an of f spr i ng of  t hat  or gani zat i on. I  suspect ed t hat  a l l  the 
t  i me. 

"They have br ought  i t  (t he pet i t i on) f or war d at  a ver y bad 

t i me. They may be wi se or  not . I f  t hi s t hi ne wer e pr esent ed 

two or  t hr ee weeks f r om now, when the t r end of  war  i n the Paoi f i o 

has t ur ned ( i n f avor  of  J apan) , i t  woul d succeed, l / R i g h t  now, 

i t  wi l l  not » I f  t he t r end of  t he war  i n the Paoi f To keeps on as 

i t  i s not , more t han bO% of  t he peopl e w i n want  to r el oc at e. 

But  i f  the t r end t ur ns t owar d t he J apanese, 90% wi l l  r emai n her e. 

" I ' m sor r y the quest i onnai r e f r om Washi ngt on has not  oome. 
(Renunc i at  i on of  c i t i zens h i p . ) They mi ght  not  have done t hi s i f  
i t  had. 

" i f  I  o r i t i c i ze them t oo sever el y , t hey may out  my t hr oat . 

1/ Thi s i s a ver y ast ut e o\ »ser vat i on of  a pr i mar y camp at t i t ude. 
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"What  t hey do doesn't  r eason out  r i gh t , I  can11 see i t . 

I  pi t y many of  t hem. They c an't  see ver y f a r . They have onl y 

s el f i s h mot i ves baok of  t hem. . . I f  t hey ar e success f ul  t hey 

may gat her  t hr ee t o f our  t housand s i gnat ur es . They can't  f oo l  

a l l  of  the peopl e. The peo de have eyes to see� T hey ' l l  

di scover  the po i nt . I  know t he peopl e ar e not  i n f avor  of  

i t . I t  seems so wi t hout  any good pur pose. They must  consi der  

t hey ar e wor ki ng agai nst  20,000 peopl e" l / 

K , ' s pr ophesy t hat  the pet i t i on woul d r ecei ve a poor  

r ecept i on f r om the peopl e as a whol e was bor n out  compl et el y» 

On Sept ember  26, Mr s. Fuj i mot o sai d: 

" i t  was wr i t t en i n such awf u 1 Engl i s h . When I  saw i t  I  

s ai d, 'What  ki nd of  Engl i sh i s t hat ? ' I  ooui dn't  make head 

or  t a i l  out  of  i t . I  t hought , ' I t  coul dn't  be TOA. Not  

wi t h t hat  Engl i s h . 

" i  don't  knwo who we ar e supposed to gi ve i t  baok t o . 

You r e j ust  supposed to Pass i t  on to somebody e l s e. I t 1 s t o 

separ at e the peopl e her e f r om the "r ea l  J apanese." 

" i  r ead i t  but  I  don't  know what  i t ' s a l l  about . They 

want  to be separ at ed and f ol l ow the i deas of  the ol d count r y . 

I  guess the peopl e wi t h the i dea t hat  t hey want  t o go back t o 

j apan -  t hey mi ght  s i gn i t . " 2 / 

Mi ss Tanaka, who was st r ongl y ant i - st at us quo i n her  

po l i t i c s , sai d t hat  her  f at her  had not  even bot her ed t o r ead 

t he pet i t i on. She a sided t hat  most  of  her  f r i ends wer e say i ns 

t hat  you ooui dn't  f i nd out  the t r ut h about  the pet i t i o n . 

"Ever yt hi ng t hey hear d was rumors and you coul dn't  get  any 

r  ea 1 dope . " 

"Anot her  t hi ng, t hey ar e al ways t al k i ng about  Yamat o damashi . 

But  i n spi t e of  t hat ? when the bl ock manager s deoi ded to seri3 

gi f 18 t o the J apanese pr i soner s of  war  i n t hi s count r y, the 

ot her  si de (Re se gre ga t i on Gr oup) sai d t hat  i t  was not  necessar y . 

I  don't  see wher e t hey have t hei r  r eason. They a re al ways 

t al k i ng about  Ni ppon Sei s h i n." 3 / 

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 25, 1944, pp. 2- 3. 

r / TbTcT., Sept . 26, 1944, p . 1. 

7 / Ni ppon sei shi n al so means ?The J apanese Sp i r i t . " I f  the 

Pesegr eg t̂  i on Gr oup di d di sappr ove of  sendi ng gi f t s to the 

J apanese pr i soner s of  WPr , t he onl y mot i ve the wr i t er  can 

t hi nk of  i s t hat  t hey wer e at t empt i ng to hol d to the 

ooncept  at t r i but ed to J apan; t hat  a pr i soner  i s a dead 

ma n. 
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«¿lea Tanaka added t hat  peopl e « « n eeyi ng t t at  t he Sokoku 

KOnl tyu soi nen- dan had di v i ded i nt o f our  gr oup« and t t ot  t heee 

gr oups wer e f i ght i r ar  each ot her  f or  l eader shi p. she al t o 

aocueed i ar . Best  of  suppor t  i n* t he gr oup. 

Mr . Abe, »ho t ad suspect ed the ac t i v i t i es of  t he *esegr egat i on 

»r oup l eader s f or  s0me t i me, «as hear t i l y aeai net  the pet i t i on and 

cour ageousl y adei sed peopl e not  t o ei gn i t  i f  t hey di d not  oar e to 

do eo* He et a t eds 

ha?e 

I  asked one man, »Why di d you ei gn the pa per t ' He s ai d. 
8o- and- eo aai d so- ond- sopar f x* so I  s i gnsd i t / They do not  

�ny j udgement » l / 

An el der l y i s s ei  woman, an ol d Tul ean, so i d: 

"They want  us t o ei gn t o go baok t o J apan, but  ver y f ew ar e 

t r oubl e 2 / d ° n t  * * n t  t 0 P " q k u p a n d ®* f f  o u t  o f  To© «*eh 

Once the pet i t i on had got t en under  « y$ t he wr i t er  bal l ed on 

Dr . Opl er  and f i ndi ng t t et  he had no knowl edge of  i t , t ol d h i » 

t hat  i t  was bei ng c i r c ul at ed. Two daye l at er  Bl ack i ssued 

the f ol l owi ng? st at ement ! 

MEMORANDUM ON yy SF- t̂  QATI OK MATFP XA t  

The " p̂r oponent s of  re segr egat i on h*»ve been ac t i ve f or  

sever al  mont hs. They have addr essed l et t er s and pet i t  l ong 

t o Mr t  i i yer , t o secr et ar y I ot ceo, end t o At t or ney Gener al  

B Sadi e, e l l  of  whi ch l et t er s have been r ef er r ed back t o Pr oj ec t  

Di r eot or  Best  f or  oonei der at i on and r ep l y . The i nt er est ed 

l eader s have been r epeat edl y advi eed t h*t , r et ar d l ees of  "f et t er s 

end pet i t i on®, t her e wi l l  he no f ur t her  segr egat i on ei t her  at  

Tul c t at e Cent er  or  el sewher e, because euoh a pr ogr am i s 

I mpr act i cal  end i nf ess i bl e � 

The pet i t i on now bei ng c i r cul at ed i n the Col ony deser ves 
onl y t o be i gnor ed. I t  i e anonymous, and, f r om i t s cont ext * 
hae no s o neo r s h i p , i t  i e unaut hor i sed, and, cont r ar y t o a 
st at ement  cont ai ned t her ei n, r eeegr egat i on i s r ecei v i ng no 
cons i der at i on, ser i ous or  ot her wi ee, f r om WRA, ei t her  her e or  
i n Washi ngt on» 

I ndi v i dual s and f ami l i es who wi sh t o l ook f or war d t o a 

f ut ur e i n J apan have compl i ed wi t h a n of  t he r equi r ement s of  

ei t her  the Amer i can or  t he J apanese 3over nmsnt  when t hey hove 

** l s t h c o f f i c i a l  

1/ i b i d . , p . 3 . 
T / T5TST., Sept . 27, 1944, p . 2 . 
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vi ew of  WRA t hat  not hi ng more need be done. No f ur t her  st ep 

wi l l  enhanoe the pr ospeot s of  any i ndi v i dual  or  gr oup f or  an 

ear l y exofeknge, nor  wi l l  t he pr esent  agi t at i on, o i r oul at i on 

of  pet i t i ons , or  car r yi ng on of  oor r espondenoe ser ve t o hast en 

the day of  exchange. 

I t  i s obvi ous t hat  t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he l eader s of  the 

r esegr egat i on quest i on ar e det r i ment al  to the r es i dent s of  t he 

ool ony. They i noi t e unr es t , pr oduce conf usi on :̂ upset  peaoe of  

mi nd, and cont r i but e to t ens i on and ner vousness» Uni nf or med 

peopl e do not  know what  to t hi nk , do not  know whom t hey can 

t r s t . Most  peopl e do not  know who t he l eader s ar e. Few know 

whet her  to s i gn or  r ef use to s i gn. I f  t hey sai gn, t hey do not  

know what  they have s i gned. I f  t hey ar e asked to s i gn, many 

ar e af r ai d to deo i i ne. 

No pet i t i on wi  11 br  i ng about  re segr egat i on beoause the 

admi ni st r ât i Dn pol i oy on the subj ect  hag al r eady been det er mi ned. 

No pet i t i on wi l l  gai n pr ef er ence f or  i ndi v i dual s and gr oups f or  

exohange beoaaue t he J apanese gover nment  i s not  at  pr esent  

i nt er est ed i n di scuss i ng f ur t her  exchanges wi t h t he Uni t ed St at es 

gover nment . No pet i t i ons or  "l et t er s addr essed to o f f i o i al s i n 

HVtoshington wi l l  r eoei ve gr eat er  cons i der at i on t han a r equest  made 

t o t he Pr oj eot  Di r eot or . Such communi cat i ons ar e al ways sent  

baok t o Mr . Best  i n any event « 

Bl ook Manager s al ways have the r i ght  to t hei r  own per sonal  

opi ni ons on any mat t er . Any advi ce t hey gi ve r es i dent s on 

cont r over t i a 1 i ssues shoul d be per sonal  and uno f f i c i a l . Suoh 

per sonal  advi oe woul d depend, of  oour se, on per sonal  v i ews . 

The r esegr e gat  i on quest  i on i s , of  oour se, a po l i t i oal  ques t i on, 

and Bl ook Manager s shoul d o f f o i al i y be neut r al . They ar e not  

oal l ed upon, as Bl ook Manager s, to publ i o i ze unaut hpci zed 

announcement s and t hey shoul d see t hat  t  hei r  o f f i c es , t hei r  

bul l et i n boar ds and t hei r  mess hal l s ar e not  used f or  t he 

di ssemi nat i on of  uno f f i c i a l  i nf or mat i on. The best  o f f o i al  

at t i t ude t owar d r eseer egat i on pr opaganda is t o i gnor e i t  

o omp l e t  e l y � 

The r el ease of  t hi s admi ni st r at i ve st at ement  ser ved to 

st r engt hen the or i gi nal  r eact i on of  di sappr oval  t owar d the 

pet i t i on. Res i dent s now r ef er r ed to the st at ement  to baok 

up t hei r  obj ec t i ons* 

On Sept ember  29t h K. was abl et o gi ve t he wr i t er  addi t i onal  

at t i t udes on the pamphl et  whi ch had been expr essed to hi m i n 

the past  f i ve day s . 

"A pamphl et  was l ef t  at  each house. Thi s bl ock had more 

t han enough. 

"Wi t h r egar d to s i gni ne t hepet i t i on -  i t  hagn't  come 
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xxs&st t l t t  ar ound. I n t hi s bl ook we haven't  seen a t hi ng. 
But  we know j us t  wher e t o go t o s i gn. 

"Ther e's no name on i t . 'Who 's t r y i n* t o put  t hi s t hi ng 

over ?1 That 's f caaj ui  the obj ec t i on I 've hear d i n many bl ooks . 

¿foe want  to know who's r esponsi bl e f or  i t . We oannot  be l ed 

l i ke a bunch of  sheep wi t hout  knowi ng t he l eader . 

" i  aouTd say def i n i t el y that  he (Wakayama) i s the one 
who or i gi nat ed i t . But  who's oar r yi ng i t  t hr ough. I  don't  
know some of  t hei r  names. 

"That  Engl i sh'. I  s a i d , 'For  heaven's sake, why don't  
t hey t r y somet hi ng bet t er '. ' Pr obabl y t hey don't  r eal i ze, 
but  by pr ovi di ng such a poor l y wr i t t en st at ement , t hey l ose 
the r espeot  of  t he peopl e." 

K . , knowi ng i nner  oamp doi ngs f ar  bet t er  t han the wr i t er , 

ant i c i pat ed ser i ous t r oubl e ar i s i ng f r om the poor  r eoept i on 

the pamphl et  was r eoei v i ng. 

"Bet ween our sel ves , I  have al ways t ol d t hem (t he Wakayama 

bunch) t hat  i f  t hey go t oo f ar  wi t h i t , I ' l l  expose them 

mysel f . Whet her  t hey c a n me  ̂ an i nu or  not , i t  doesn't  

mat t er . I f  I  oame out  wi t h the f aoTs , I  t hi nk I ' l l  get  most  

of  t he peopl e to si de wi t h me. 

" i n many bl ooks I 've hear d t h i s : t he peopl e ar e agai nst  
i t . They'r e sayi ng t hey'r e a bunoh of  t r oubl e maker s . I  
t hi nk t hey'r e r i ght . 

"One poi nt  I  r eal l y oppose: t hey t hr eat en t o use f o r c e. 

And i f  t hey use t hat  f o r c e, I 'm not  goi ng to st ay qu i et . 

"Many peopl e t oday ar e wonder i ng whet her  t hey shoul d 

s i gn or  not . They 'r e af r a i d . They 'r e bei ng l ed i nt o i t . 

"So f ar  I  di dn't  want  to be an i nf or mer . I  di dn' t  want  

to be oal l ed a dog. But  i f  anybody i s ser i ous l y hur t  or  k i l l ed, 

why shoul d I  hesi t at e? My oonsoi enoe t el l s me t hat  as l ong 

as I  shi el d hi m (Wakayama) I 'm r espohsi bl e to the peopl e. 

As l ong as he's at  l ar ge, h e ' l l  cont i nue. But  as l ong as he 

doesn't  do i t , I  won't  say a t h i ng. 

" I ' v e v i s i t ed many peopl e. The maj or i t y ar e cons i der i ng. 

They 'r e af r ai d somet hi ng wi l l  happen. Those who have a mi nd 

of  t hei r  own, t hey won't  s i gn. Onl y one man (wi t h a mi nd of  

hi s own) has t ol d me he had si gned i t . 

"Anot her  t hi ng I 've hear d f r om a most  pr omi nent  per son 

( i n the Re segr egat i on Gr oup), he st at ed t hat  t hey had a number  

of  k i l l er s among t hemsel ves, l / Wh y does he say t hat ? 

\ J  Thi s st at ement  was made by Fever end Tsuha at  t he t i me he 

was l eader  of  t he Sokoku Kenkyu s«i nen- «l an. 
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"Today Wakaya ma i s not  r espeot ed i n hi s b l ook. The 

peopl e ar e waki ng up t o the f ac t s . They ar e not  dumb. 

They see t hi ngs . Of  cour se, t her e a a f ew s t i l l  behi nd 

hi m. Even hi s wi f e has sai d t hat  she want s to move away 

f r om t hat  bl oc k ." l / 

On the same day t hat  t hi s st at ement  was made, the wr i t er  

t al ked to two ni sei  g i r l s . Nei t her  had even hear d of  the 

pamphl et  or  the pet i t i on. The next  day , anot her  ol d Tul ean 

ni sei  gi r l  who l i ved i n an anH- s t s t us quo bl ock st at ed t hat  

a l l  she knew about  i t  was t hat  some man had oome ar ound t o 

get  t he ppopl e t o s i gn somet hi ng. Z j  Appar ent l y , he was 

gi ven l i t t l e at t ent i on. Mr s . Okamot o t ol d the wr i t er  t hat  

t hey had r ecei ved the pamphl et  but  were wai t i ng to see how 

ot her  peopl e f el t  about  i t  bef or e maki ng up t hei r  mi nds . 3 / 

The wr i t er  cal l ed on the Mat suda1s when the pamphl et  

had been i n or i cul ot i on about  a week . They appear ed somewhat  

s ubdued. Mr s . Mat suda r emar ked wi t h det er mi nat i o n t hat  t hey 

had j ust  about  got t en a l l  the s i gnat ur es of  "t hose who r eal l y 

want ed to go baok to j apan" addi ng, "Today was the l ast  day 

t hey ooul d s i ng." Thi s l ast  st at ement  was wi t her  a f al sehood 

or  a b l u f f , si noe the wr i t er  had cover ed t he camp ver y 

t hor oughl y and no i nf or mant  ment i oned t hat  any ul t i mat um had 

been set  r egar di ng the dat e of  s i gni ng the pet i t i on. "The 

peopl e j ust  l aughed at  Mr  . Bl ac k 's st at ement  i n the Newe 11 

St ar  whi ch had war ned t hat  unaut hor i zed pet i t i ons woul d 

not be al l owed, sai d Mr s . Mat suda. she added t hat some of 

the bl ock manager s (pr ©- r e segr egat i on, no doubt ) had been 

ver y angr y because the st at ement  i n t he Newel l  St ar  had 

oont ended t hat  the mat t er  had been br ought  up i n the Bl ock 

l / p . Hankey, Not es , Sept . 29, 1944, p . 6 . 

7 / i b i d . , Sept . 3U, 1944, p . 1. 
~Z/ i bi d . , 
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Manager 's meet i ng. Thi s , sai d Ki r s. Mat suda, wa s unt r ue. Sai d 

Mr  . Mat suda: 

"How oan you get  aut hor i t y f or  a pet i t i on l i ke t hi s? 
The next  t i me we put  out  somet hi ng we ar e goi ng t o t ake the 
paper  t o the bi ook manager  bef or ehand and he bet t er  not  

any t hi ng." ~ ' 

Hi s ener get i o spouse r emar ked si gn i f  i oant  l y : 

"We ar e goi ng on as we wer e even i f  the peopl e squawk'." l / 

At t i t udes showi ng r esi st ance or  i ndi f f er ence to the 

pet i t i on oont i nued to be expr essed wel l  i nt o the month of  

Oot ober . On Oot ober  2nd Mr *'. Yamaguohi 1
 s at t i t ude had 

changed f r om one of  semi - i ndi f f er enoe to def i ni t e expr ess i ons 

of  aggr avat i on because of  t he pr essur e bei ng put  upon hi m t o 

s i gn. He l i ved i nwar d V I I , one of  t he seot i ons wher e t he 

Hokoku concent r at ed i t s ef f o r t s . 

" i  say, 'uaave me al one and I ' l l  l eave you al one. ' I f  I  
f ee l  l i ke i t , I ' l l  s i gn. I  haven't  si gned y et . 

"I 'm J apanese -  no f at t er  what  t hey (t he pr essur e gr oup) 
say . I f  we swear  t o be J apanese, we ar e J apanese. 

"My s el f , I  went  to see Rever end Tsuha. We t al ked unt i l  
1:30 i n t he mor ni ng. We had a di f f er ent  i dea and coul dn't  
oome t o an agr eement , so I  came back . . . The Sokoku Kenkyu 
Se i nen- dan i s back of  i t . Be ve r end Tsuha t ol d me, 'Anybody 
who s i gn on the paper  oan be i n t he Sokoku Kenkyu Se i nen-
dan, but  whoever  doesn't  s i gn oan't  "Be a member .' Rever end 
Tsuha t ol d me, 'Mr . At ashi  i s t he f i r s t  one t o put  out  the 
re segr egat i on and he's t he f at her  of  nami ng the Sokoku 
Kenkyu Sei nen- dan«' 2 / � 

"Even i f  we s i gn or  don't  s i gn, i t  won't  do no har m. 

Maybe somebody wi l l  ask me and maybe I  w i n s i gn, but  nobody 

has asked me t o s i gn . . . We di dn' t  get  any t i me l i mi t  t o 

s i gn. They di dn't  gi ve us any deadl i ne." 

To i ndi cat e t he oi oseness of  t he r el at i onshi p bet ween 

the or i gi nal  Resegr egat i on Gr oup and the Sokoku Kenkyu 

Se i nen- dan, Yamaguohi  s ai d, " i t ' s l i ke br ot her  and s i s t er . " 

He added t hat  he had oai l ed upon Rever end K&i  and MT . KUr at omi  

j / i b i d . , pp. 1- 2 . 

2 / Thi s was t he pet i t i on of  Ap r i l , 1944. 
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t o di gouss the mat t er  but  "we wer e bot h bei ng so c ar ef ul  

what  we s a i d , t hat  I  ooul dn't  w t  any cl ear  p i o t u r e. " 

I n spi t e of  h i s pr of ess i ons of  i gnor anoe, Yamaguohi  had 

managed to f i nd out  a good deal  about  the s t r engt h of  the 

young men's o r gani zat i on. He t o l d t he wr i t er  t hat  t hey di d 

not  have mor e t han 60 or  70 member s i n each war d, whi oh 

woul d gi ve t hem a member shi p of  about  550 at  t hi s t i me. 

Hi s own war d V I I  was ver y s t r ong. However , War d I  wi t h 

52 member s and War d I I I  wi t h 50 member s wer e weak . He 

agr eed ent i r el y wi t h the wr i t er  t hat  the o r gani zat i on had 

concent r at ed i t s ef f o r t s i n ce r t a i n war  ds � As f i n a l  condemnat i on 

he added; 

" i  t h i nk t he Sokoku Kenkyu Sei ne n- dan i s j us t  l i fee t hat  

f el l ow Kawai i  who went  t o the J ACL t hat  a l l  of  t he ni s ei  want ed 

t o go i nt o the Ar my, l / . . � The Sokoku Kenkyu doesn't  say a 

t hi ng what  t hei r  pur pose i s . " 2 / 

On oot ober  5t h a ni s ei  g i r l , l i v i ng i nWar d i f  r emar ked: 

"Most  of  t he peopl e i n bl ook 7 don't  seem t oo ent hus i as t i c 

about  i t  (t he p et i t i o n ) . But  i n bl ook 8, I  hear  t her e ar e 

qui t e a f ew st r ong bac k er s . " 3 / 

On t he same day anot her  n i s e i  g i r l  s t at ed t hat  she had 

hear d t hat  i n some war ds t he Sokoku Kenkyu had f o r o ed t he 

o h i l d r en of  par ent s who had not  s i gned t he c e t i t i o n t o s t op 

at t endi ng t he mor ni ng ex er o i s es or  t a i s o . 4 / 

Mr . Ok amot o , t he wr i t e r ' s c o ns er v at i v e b l o c k manager  

f r i end , di sappr oved of  t he pamphl et  and pet i t i on al t hough 

he was at  t hi s t i me a member  of  t he Sokoku and r egul ar  l y 

at t ended t hei r  meet i ngs and l ec t ur es . He appr ec i at ed t he 

oppor t uni t y t o l ear n more of  J apanese oul t ur e and hi s t o r y » 

l / Nobu Kawai i  was a pr omi nent  member  of  t he J ACL i n Gi l a 

wi t h whom Yamaguohi  oane i nt o oonf l i c t  at  t he t i me of  

Mi l i t ar y Regi s t r at i o n . 

2 / R . Hankey , Not es , Oc t . 2 , pp . 1, 2 # 

7 / i b i d . , Oc t . 5, 1944, p . 1. 

?"/ i M a . 
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Of  the pa t i t  i on he so i d: 

"That  i s not  aut hor i zed. That 's one of  t he bi ggest  obj ect i ons 

r i ght  now. Ever ybody hat es to s i gn because of  the unaut hor  i za t i on 

of  the st at ement . 

" I  got  a not i ce l ast  week (f r om Mr . Bl ack) t hat  Mr . Best  was 

agai nst  r esegr ogat i on. I  don't  know who's wor ki ng on the body 

(Sokoku). 

"Real l y , I ' d l i ke t o know why t hose per sons do i t . Maybe 

t hey t r i ed to get  aut hor i zat i on (f r om the admi ni st r at i on) but  

they were r ej ect ed? 

"Ever ybody wou M l i ke to go back to J apan. But  t hat  wasn t  

done t hr ough the pr oper  ohannel s . The way I  f ee l , I  t hi nk t hey 

shoul d oont aot  WA bef or e t hey di st r i but ed those pamphl et s. 

That 's the r egul ar  pr ooedur e to somet hi ng l i ke t hat . 

t  

"Some of  the peopl e want  to take my adv i ce. But  I  can t  

t el l  them because I  don't  want  to gi ve f al se st at ement s. We had 

many si gnat ur es i n t hi s bl ock . (Okamot o's bl ock , 59, was ver y 

st r ongl y pr o- st at us quo.) 

"Real l y , i f  t hey want  to or gani ze a good or gani zat i on, t hey 

shoul d oont aot  WRA? i f  t hey want  to oar r y out  t hi ngs ." 1/ 

Okamot o was one of  the many nai ve peopl e l ur ed i nt o the 

Sokoku Kenkyu by the expr essed hi gh ai ms of  the or gani zat i on and 

by the i nst r uct i ve l ec t ur es . I £t er , many of  t hese per sons f ound 

i t  i mpossi bl e to ext r i cat e t hemsel ves f r om t he or gani zat i on. 

On Oct ober  10t h the wr i t er  cal l ed on Mr . Abe who l i ved i n 

the Manzanar  sect i on and obt ai ned hi s r eaot i on. She r emar ked 

t hat  she hadhear d t hat  i n Manzanar  al one 1200 new si gnat ur es had 

been obt ai ned f or  t he r esegr egat i on pet i t i on. Abe sai d: 

"They may have got t en themhere i n the Manzanar  seot i on. 

The peopl e her e don't  know what  i t  was a l l  about . The maj or i t y 

of  them si gned under  i nt i mi dat i on or  i gnor anoe . 

"t t esegr egat i on means not hi ng when you anal yse what  t hey  ̂

say My f ami l y of  f i ve have appl i ed al r eady t hr ough the Spani sh 

ambassador  to go back to j apan. So what  more do we need? . . . 

"E v e n t hose who s i gned f o r  r es egr egat i o n ar e t i r ed of  t r o u b l e . 

They s i mpl y t h i nk t hose who want  t o go bao k t o J ap an shoul d l i ve 

t oget her  . I f  we (men l i ke A b e ) wer e g i v en a chance t o ^x p l a i n ^o u r  

1 / i b i d . , Sept . 26, 1944, p . 1. 



opi ni on, t hey woul d be convi nced (and woul d swi ng away f r om r esegr egat i on)® 
But  we ar e not  gi ven the chanoe t o . 

"Some say t hey have 8000 s i gnat ur es , some 6000, some 4000. I  don't  

bel i eve 10,000 s i gned. Thi s t i me, i n the ol d oamp (exc l udi ng Ma nz a r ear ) 

nobody s i gned. Even t hose who si gned i n t hi s bl ock , t hey ar e i gnor ant  or  

uneducat ed. I f  t hey ar e eduoat ed, t hey ar e st ubbor n and nar r ow- mi nded." 1/ 

Oo Oct ober  12t h Yamaguchi  r epor t ed t o t he wr i t er  on the success of  t he 

pet i t i on i n t h6 Manzanar  seot i om 

" i  sent  a man over  to Manzanar  to see what  was goi ng on. He sai d onl y 

one- t hi r d s i gned. Two- t hi r ds of  t he peopl e haven't  any i nt er est  i n i t . 

s t he same t hi ng I  say, 1 Leave me al one and I ' l l  l eave you 

A ver y conser vat i ve ol d Tul ean ni sei  g i r l , one of  the l egi t i mat e 

f enoe- s i t t er s , gave an at t i t ude whi oh was ver y connon among her  gr oups 

"We never  even t hought  about  lit  (t he pet i t i o n) . We j ust  f r owned 

on i t . Ever ybody i n pomp i s supposed t o be equal . I  t hi nk we shoul d 

go book t o' J apan as the* J  a panese gover nment  says . A l ot  of  my f r i ends 

sai d, 'My ol d man si gned because he was t ol d t o s i gn. ' Now t hey 

r egr et  i t . The peopl e say t hey (Re segr egat i on Gr oup) and t hose who 

s i en ar e sel f i sh to wi sh t o go back to J apan bef or e the ot her s ." 3 / 

Ef f ec t s of  t he Pet i t i on on the Res i dent s 

Thi s pamphl et  and pet i t i on showed i ndubi t abl y t hat  t he gr eat  

maj or i t y of  the can p r esi dent s was compl et el y out  of  sympathy wi t h 

the desegr egat i on Gr oup. Some oonver t s wer e gai ned, but  by f ap 

the gr eat er  number  of  peopl e changed f r om the at t i t udes of  i ndi f f er ence 

or  suspi c i on t o di s l i ke or  hos t i l i t y . As re segr egat i oni st  pr essur e 

i ncr eased, cer t ai n c o u r a g e o u s , i n d e p e n d e n t  per sons began to speak 

openl y agai nst  the gr oup, advi s i ng t hei r  f r i ends and nei ghbor s not  t o 

s i gn. The i nsi nuat i on t hat  t hose who di d not  s i gn were not  "t r ue 

J apanese" was r esent ed enor mousl y, but , at  t hi s t i me, di d not  f or ce 

many peopl e i nt o s i gni ng. The f ac t  t hat  the pet i t i on was al so an 

at t empt  t o "moke t r oubl e i n camp" was al so r esent ed by a popul ace 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 10, 1944, pp. 1, 3 

z y i r a r . , o c t . 12, 1944, p . 5. 

"Z/ Tbl a*., Oc t . 27, 1944, p . 6. 
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whi ch had had not hi ng but  t r oubl e f or  a y ear , was exhaust ed by 

t ens i on and r eady f or  peace at  any p r i o e. Had not  t he mass of  

f che peopl e so s t r ongl y des i r ed peaoe, i t  i s ver y l i kel y t hat  t he 

pet i t i on woul d have oaused more f ur o r , more peopl e woul d have j o i ned 

and the oppos i t i on woul d have exer t ed more f or oe . 

ATTI TUDES T QT OD REMJ NCI AT101 OF CI TI ZENSHI P -  SEPTEMBER 19 TO OCTOBER % 

Thr oughout  t hi s per i od t he wr i t er  di d not  f i nd t hat  the 

pr ospeot  of  r enunoi at i on of  c i t i zens hi p wag occupyi ng a maj or  pl ace 

i n t he at t i t udes of  t he r es i dent s . Undoubt edl y , many i ndi v i dual s 

wer e t hi nk i ng about  i t  and di souss i ng the pr os and cons , but  t her e 

was no g«a«r al  anxi et y . Lat er  , when quest i oned on t hi s per i od, 

i nf or mant s st at ed t hat  "t he peopl e wer e wai t i ng t o see whet her  i t  

woul d r eal l y be a l aw or  no t . " The mat t er , however , was of  gr eat  

i mpor t ance and i nt er est  to the Resegr egat i on Gr oup. On al most  

ever y v i s i t  to one of  t  he l eader s , the subj ect  was br ought  up . 

Mr . Wakayama, an ol der  n i s e i , t hough a pr omi nent  l eader  of  the 

Re segr egat i on Gr oup, was by no means ent hus i as t i c about  r enunc i at i on 

as i t  appl i ed t o hi m per sonal l y . He r eal i zed the hel pl essness whi oh 

l oss of  o i t i zenshi p mi ght  br i ng upon hi m, but , as a l eader  of  t he 

gr oup whi ch was l oudl y demandi ng r enunc i at i on as s©on as pos s i bl e, 

f ound hi msel f  i n a d i f f i o u l t  pos i t i on. The f o l l owi ng st at ement  

bet r ays hi s v ac i l l at i on: 

"The onl y t hi ng the peopl e e r e i nt er est ed i n now i s t he 

denunc i at i on of  c i t i zens h i p . Some peopl e (t he Resegr egat i on 

Gr oup) have sent  a pet i t i on t o Washi nt on t o r equest  f or ms . But  

t he At t or ney Gener al 's of f i oe i s not  pr epar ed y e t . 

" i W r f  I  t hi nk t hat  i t  ( r enunc i at i on) i s uncons t i t ut i onal » 

I  t hi nk i t  * s a war  t i me l aw. You c an't  descr i mi nat e agai nst  a 

cer t ai n por t i on of  t he peopl e j us t  because of  t hei r  col or  and 

r aoe. They evacuat ed them and t hen t hey t r y t o pi n t hem down to 

c i t i zens h i p . They say i t  i s vo l unt ar y , but  once a per son i s 

t hr own i nt o oamp and pushed ar ound he l ooks at  t he t hi ng emot i onal l y . 

They ( J apanese) ar e not  r espons i bl e. 
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The r r aj or i t y of  the peopl e ar e not  di sgust ed wi t h the Uni t ed 
St at es , but  wi t h the peopl e who or e r unni ng the Uni t ed St at es efc 
the pr esent  t i me. But  when t hey t r y to f or ce me to si gn my name 
f or  the benef i t  of  the admi ni s t r at i on, I  won't  st and f or  i t . 

"But  af t er  the war  the ent i r e pi ct ur e w i n be changed. 
Al t hough I  may be depor t ed to J apan, I  don't  t hi nk the uni t ed 
St at es wi l l  do t hat ." l / 

M� � Yamashi t a al so st at ed t hat  he bel i eved the r enunci at i on 

of  c i t i zenshi p was anot her  form of  desor i mi nat i on agoi nst  the 

J apane se i  

"Why, i f  t hi s i s not  so, ar e t hey t aki ng away the J apanese 
c i t i zenshi p? Of  oour se, ther * mi ght  be many many r easons f or  
t aki ng away J apanese c i t i zenshi p. But  f r om t he J apanese v i ew, 
we see i t  t hi s way. the Amer i can government  t ook t hi s oppor t uni t y 
t o sol ve the J apanese pr obl em onoe and f or  a l l  to get  r i d of  a l l  
the J apanese r ace f r om t he West er n Hemi spher e." 2 / 

On Sept ember  30, Mr s. Mat suda agai n i nfor med the wr i t er  t hat  

"t hey" had r ecei ved a l et t er  f r om Mr . Enni s of  t he Depar t ment  of  

J ust i ce advi s i ng them to hol d on, t hat  ever yt hi ng was goi ng 

smaoth]y and t hat  they woul d be not i f i ed when the r enunci at i on of  

c i t i zenshi p f or ms were r eady. 3 / 

Mr . K . , one of  t he few non- Hokoku peopl e who showed a 

pr ounounced i nt er est  i n the r enundi at i on of  c i t i zenshi p at  t hi s 

t i me, s t at ed: 

"We ar e anxi ousl y awai t i ng t hat  quest i onnai r e to deci de 
our  c i t i zens hi p. However , ever yt hi ng i s ver y qui et  i n camp 
now." 4 / 

WARD CHAIRMEN AND BTOCK MANAGERS REMOVED FROM MR. HUYCKE' S J URI SDI CTI ON 

I n rr. i d- Sept  ember  Mr . Huycke , who had pr evi ousl y had j ur i sdi c t i on 

over  the channel i ng of  r equest s and compl ai nt s frorr  the bl ock 

manager s to Mr . Bes t , was r el i eved of  t hi s dut y and i t  was gi ven to 

Mr . Thomas. Whet her  t hi s was done because of  the const ant  f r i c t i on 

bet ween Mr . Huyohe and the bl ook manager s, whi ch, i t  wi l l  be 

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 21, 1944, p . 1. 
27 I b i d . , Oot . 3, 1944, p . 5. 
7 / " l HT . , Sept . 30, 1944, p . 2. 
T / i b i d . , Sept . 19, 1944, p . 1. 
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r emember ed, br oke out  i n ser i ous pr opor t i ons i n J une of  1944, 

the wr i t er  does not  know. However , Mr . Thomas' access i on was 

r egar ded wi t h sat i s f ac t i on by a n of  the wr i t er 's Bl ook Manager-

i nf or mant s . Thomas, on the whol e, was wel l  l i k ed. Anot her  

i ndi oat i on of  how Mr . HUycke was r egar ded by the r es i dent s at  

t hi s t i me appear s i n the f o l l owi ng st or y whi ch was r el at ed 

wi t h gr eat  r el i sh by a J apanese: 

"Mr . Huycke came to the Undp - kc i  (a ki nd of  t r ack meet ) 

ver y l at e, about  4 : 3 0 . He oame t o me (t he i nf or mant  was act i ng 

as a mast er  of  cer emony) and s n i d he want ed a good s eat . The 

guys ar ound sai d i n J apanese, 'What  the hel l ', put  t hat  guy i n 

any ol d p l ac e. ' Nat ur al l y Mr . Huyoke di dn't  know what  t hey sai d 

and i t  was f unny beoause he was smi l i ng and bowi ng and ever ybody 

was l aughi ng at  hi m." l / 

DI FF I CP TT1ES A ~.QMG CO- OP BOA D̂ QF DI RECTORS 

At  t hi s per i od a marked spl i t  appear ed among the cer sonnel  

of  t he Boar d of  Di r ect or s of  the Cooper at i ve Ent er pr i s es . The 

wr i t er  was never  abl e to get  at  the bot t om of  i t , t hough she 

was wel l  acquai nt ed wi t h one of  t he i mpor t ant  boar d member s. 

Accor di ng t o Cur r i e, t he super vi sor  of  t he Ent er pr i ses , the 

apl i t  devel oped bet ween the pr o- st at us quo and ant i - st at us 

quo member s. Mat sumur a, the t r easur er  appear ed to be ver y 

host i l e t o Nomur a, the pr es i dent . Cur r i e al so suspect ed t hat  

Mat sumur a and ot her  Boar d members wer e at t empt i ng to era i n evi dence 

of  a t ype whi ch woul d di sc r edi t  Nomur a. Event ual l y Nomura 

r es i gned. The Boar d at  t hi s t i me was s t i l l  wr est i ng wi t h 

the ol d l uxur y i ssue and was cons i der i ng di v i di ng the mer chandi ze 

i nt o two ar bi t r ar y cat egor i es : essent i al  and non- essent i al . 

Cur r i e t hought  t hat  by t hi s ac t i on the Boar d was t aki ng t oo much 

aut hor i t y upon i t s el f , and t hat  i ns t ead, i t  shoul d submi t  the 

<4eoi si on t o the War d Assembl i es and l et  the peopl e deci de i t . 1 / 

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 11, 1944, p . 8 . 

2"/ i b i d . , Sept . 18, 1944, pp. 4- 5. 
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I t  i s not  known whet her  t hi s was ever  done. The l uxur y i ssue 

event ual l y was set t l ed by the er adua 1 wi t hdr awal  of  cer t ai n 

of  the more expensi ve and "non- essent i al " mer chandi ze. Mr . 

K . , who knew a gr eat  deal  about  the i nner  wor ki ngs of  the 

Co- op at  t hi s t i me, t ol d the wr i t er  t hat  i t  was the ol d Boar d 

of  Di r ect or s who r esi gned af t er  the Hi t omi  murder  who wer e 

r esponsi bl e f or  the d i f f i c u l t i es . 

"i f  the ol d Boar d of  Di r eot or s get  t oo nosy and keep 

on t r yi ng to cause t r oubl e, i f  t hey go t oo f ar  wi t h t hei r  

di r t y wor k, we (t he new Boar d) mi ght  i nvest i gat e t hei r  past  

r eoor d. Cer t ai n t hi ngs have al r eady been uncover ed whi oh ar e 

not  ver y good t o t e l l . 

"For  i nst ance, I  have st opped the Co- op f r om i nvest i gat i ng 

shi pment s of  mel on and ohi oken ¿0 the camp f r om Manzanar . 

I nst ead of  gi vi ng i t  t o t he peopl e t hey gave i t  t o the cant eens . 

Ther e i s no sense di ggi ng out  any d i r  f e, be cause a man got  k i l l ed, 

l et  i t  go at  t hat ." x 7 

"The f or mer  Boar d of  Di r ect or s ar e j eal ous of  t he pr esent  

Boar d. At  the t ime the Co- op was t ur ned over  t o t hem, t hey 

handl ed i t  l i ke a hot  pot at oe. They (t he ol d Boar d) wer e af r ai d 

of  t hei r  necks . Dur i ng: t  ha per i od of  t r ans i t i on; t hey coul d not  

cooper at e wi t h the pee sent  Boar d. They were wi shi ng that  t hey 

woul d not  be success f ul . 

"The t r ut h i s , they wer 6 ver y suooessf ul . Now the (t he ol d 

Boar d) are j eal ous of  i t  and want  t o cause di sr upt i on and or eat e 

di shar mony among the pr esent  di r eot or s . xax*>**x$ They br i ng up 

mat t er s whi ch t hey shoul dn't »" 1/ 

An i nt er est i ng minor  event  whi oh ooncer ns the popul ar  

at t i t ude t owar d the I nt er nal  Seour i t y more t han i t  does the 

Co- op ooour r ed at  t hi s t i me. Mr . Cur r i e wr ot e a l et t er  to 

the I nt er nal  Cesur i t y, t hanki ng them f or  t hei r  assi st ance 

i n put t i ng a st op t o t he vandal i sm and t hi ever y whi oh had 

been per pet r at ed agai nst  the cant eens i n r ecent  weeks . Bef or e 

sendi ng the l et t er  he showed i t  to Geor ge Mat sudur a, t r easur er  

of  the Co- op, who i n Cur r i e's wor ds, "near l y had a s t r ok a". 

Geor ge sai d, "We can't  t hank I nt er nal  Secur i t y f or  anyt hi ng. 

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 26, 1944, p . 1. 



654. 

Do you want us al l  to get our throats cut?" Mr . Currl© di d not 

send the l et t er .* 

CHICKfcN AND OSASHIMI 

An amusing but very common camp react i on to a temporary 

improvement i n food was al so reported by several  informants at 

thi s times 

"I ' l l  t el l  you something funny though. Recent l y we got dai cken 
i n thi s camp. Shortl y after that we had what the J apanese real l y 
l i ke, osashl ml  (raw f i sh). Peopl e aro now wondering what 's godttg 
to happen. 

"J ust  before t he Spani sh Consul  came here our food improved 
tremendousl y, «'e had three eggs a week. After he l ef t , the food 
got  bad agai n . "2 

Whenever there i s a marked improvement i n food, the resi dents 

i nvar i abl y suspect that the admi ni strat i on i s up to something which 

bodes 110 good, humorous remarks such as, "I suppose they're going 

to take us out and shoot us and are gi vi ng us a good feed f i r st ," 

are common. 

TI£. II if A HTML NT OK J UST1CL RUMOR 

'¿�'he rumor that the Department of J ust i ce was to take over tie 

Tul e Lake Center soon after the presi dent i al  el ect i on had i t s 

or i gi n wi th the hi gher members of the Admini strati ve personnel . 

For several  weeks, i t was consi dered not a rumor but a near cer-

tai nty. The wr i ter f i r st heard i t from Dr . Opl er who sai d on 

September 25 that he had heard that Di l l on Myer had stated that 

Tul e Lake woul d bo qol ng under the Department of J ust i ce wi thi n 

si x we e k s .  ̂ The next eveni ng at a meeting of the Community Manage-

ment Di vi si on Mr. Bl ack announced that the Paci f i c Coast probabl y 

1 l bl d. , Oct . 6, 1944, p . 3. 
2l bl d., Sept . 19, 1944, p. 2. 
3 i bi d. , ¿¿ept. 25, 1944, p. 5. 
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woul d soon be opened to the J apanese and that Tul e Lake woul d be 

ol osed to rel ocat i on. Thi s announcement was immediatel y connected 

wi th the rumor concerning the Dept. of J ust i ce and wi thi n a few 

days had become the ohi ef topi c of conversati on among the appointed 

staf f and had spread to the evacuees, '¿he fol l owi ng di scussi on 

which took pl ace at thi s meeting i ndi cates the att i tudes of vari ous 

iuombers of the personnel , After kr . bl ack had made hi s announce -

went, Mrs. Leschi n, a member of the Wel fare Staff sai d; 

"What concerns me i s j ust how we can use thi s among the peopl e 
i f i t i s J ust a pr obabi l i t y." 

Mr . Bl ack r epl i ed: 

"I f you know anybody Intendi ng to l eave you can tel l  them t hi s. 

Two young femal e members of the Wel fare Staff asked: 

"May we use your name and tel l  people that the bi g of f i ci al s 
i n the l ul ministration bel i eve thi s?" 

What Mr. bl ack repl i ed i s not known, however, several  teachers 

alarmed at what  thi s might mean to thei r young students asked what 

coul d be done to hel p them. Mr . iiuycke remarked: 

"After the servi ce men return, maybe things ar en't going to be 
so rosy. Maybe we shoul dn't pressure them (to l eave camp)." 

Mrs. M53chin attempted to return to the subj ect and asked, 

"vfay oan't a reasonabl e noti ce be gi ven?" Gunderson and Mr. 

Bl ack shouted si mul taneousl y, "That 's al l  Hearst woul d need!" 

Mrs. êachi n retor ted, "Are we running thi s camp for i r̂. Hearst or 

for the peopl e."1 No one present at the meeting supported Mrs. 

Deschi n i n her contenti on that some sort of warning shoul d be gi ven 

the peopl e. Later , however, several  school  teachers di scussed 

the possi bi l i t y of pet i t i oni ng Washington and aski ng that thi s 

might be done. Four  days l ater the news had reached the 

1 i bi d. , U0t . 1, 1944, p. 1. 
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I  

Hesegregati on Group. Mrs. teatsuda asked the wr i t er 8s advi ce, 

stat i ng that since the camp was goi ng under J ust i ce would i t not 

bo a good i dea to pet i t i on the Dept. of J ust i ce to keep Mr� Robertson 

i n Tul o Lake on the admi ni strat i ve St af f .1 A week l ater she stated: 

"When J ust i ce takes over we are al l  going to pet i t i on for 
Mr. Robertson to stay. Air. Yamadai ta says that i n the internment 
camps, they coul d get a man to stay i f everyone asked for i t .n2 

On October 6th the Proj ect Attorney, Mr. Campbel l  tol d the 

wri ter that the Admi ni strat i on was ser i ousl y consi der i ng making an 

announcement to the peopl e on the transfer of the center to the 

�bopartmont of J ust i ce.3 except for the ardent re segregat i oni sts, 

thi s rumor did not cause part i cul ar exci tement i n the center . 

Many informents favored the change i n a lukewarm manner, some were 

i ndi f ferent and a few spoke agai nst i t . The att i tudes expressed 

by Mr. Abe and Mr. Ono probabl y come cl osest to the general  senti -

ment. Mr. Abe, an I ssei , and strongl y against the Resegregati on 

Group stated: 

"I don't know. I f the admi ni strat i on pl ays too much monkey-
busi ness, we prefer mi l i tary r ul e. The r ul e i s st r i ct but they are 
honest . I n Manzanar they fel t that way. The onl y di fference i s 
that we would have sol di ers wi th bayonottes hangi ng around. 

Mr . Ono st at ed: 

"We'd r at her  have the camp under t he Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce. 
The maj or i ty of the peopl e are very f i rm i n thei r desi re to return 
to J apan."® 

k r . Yamaguchi , though averr i ng that he hi msel f woul d prefer 

the camp to go under J ust i ce, poi nted out that thi s might not pl ease 

a good percentage of the camp's popul ations 

1 i b i d S e p t . 50, 1944, p. 2. 
2I bi d. , Oct . 9, 1944, p. 2. 
5 i bi d. . Oct . 6, 1944, p. 3. 
4 i bi d. , Oct . 10, 1944, p. 2. 
5l bi d. , Oct . 23, 1944, p. 9. 
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"I f we go under J ust i ce, those who have money wi l l  be al l  
r i ght . But those who can't earn wi l l  sure start crabbing agai n." 

Yamaguohi pointed out that under J ust i ce work would be vol untary 

and no sal ar i es would be pai d* 

"*ou remember that was the main point agai nst the status quo. 
For my frank opi ni on, I ' d l i ke to be an i nternee. But thi s i s not 
a one person camp."* 

Mr. Kato an ardent member of the 3okolui Sel nen- dan. who was 

now becoming cl osel y connected wi th Mr. Wakayama, had good reason 

for desi r i ng the camp to go under J ust i ce. As has al ready been 

mentioned he had quoted i r̂. Best to the Re segregati on Committee as 

saying that J ust i ce would take control  a week after the el ect i on. 

He added: 

"Most people who are real l y l oyal  to J apan would rather have 
thi s camp under the J ust i ce Department. When I made thi s report 
to the He segregati on Committee they were very happy over i t . They 
feel  that under the J ust i ce Department onl y the l oyal  J apanese wi l l  
be here -  no American ci t i zens -  and would be under the protect i ng 
power, which i s the Spani sh Consul . 

"There i s not much rumor yet , so far as I hear , I was tol d 
by soma of the Hesegregation Committee not to start a rumor yet , 
so I 'm keeping mum. 

"Of course, the peopl e who want 16 dol l ars a month shoul dn't 
De i n here. I f you're l oyal  to J apan you shoul dn't be thinking 
of refr i gerat i on and i ce boxes. The real  J apanese wi sh to go back 
to J apan i n body onl y, that i s, i f i t i s necessary. Wo al ways 
thi nk of the sol di ers at the f r ont , What we're going through now 
i s nothing to that . That 's why t ho se who wi sh to re segregate do 
not get al ong wel l  wi th the i nu."2 

/  

Mr. I ge, al so an ardent member of the Sokoku and a fr i end of 

Kato's stated: 

"My fr i ends feel  that i t would be a fi ne thi ng i f the J ust i ce 
.Department took over the camp because they have heard a l ot of good 
stor i es of the internment camp and they tiv£nk that then thi s camp 
wi l l  come di rect l y under the management of the cabi net , under the 
U. A ., not I ndi rect l y, as now. 

�̂ l bl d., Oct . 2, 1944, p. 2. 
o 
î bl d., Oct . 16, 1944, p. 2. 14ote to what extent âto had come 
under the i nfl uence of Yamashi ta's oratory. See p. 626. 

5l bl d.. Oct . 14, 1944, p. 2. 
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H9 however, stated wi th character i st i c bl untness? 

"That (the rumor of J ust i ce) i s known throughout the camp, 
but i t i s not bei ng tal ked about. The,Resegregat i on Group are 
bragging throughout the camp that i t i s because of them that the 
camp i s going under J ust i ce. I sai d to ones ' I f your i nfl uence 
i s so great as that , you coul d do much more for the J apanese i n 
other ways."! 

Thi s rumor was defl ated very suddenl y. V.hen Di l l on Myer 

vi si ted the center on October 10th he stated at a general  staf f 

meeting that ho di d not know to whom Tul e Lake was going to be 

turned over. "1 woul dn't worry about i t . honest l y, X don't 

know the answer. There arc so many var i abl es and too many di f-

ferent factors to bo consi der od."2 Mr. Robertson tol d the wr i ter 

three days l ater i n confi dence} 

"I had a l ong confi dent i al  tal k wi th Myer and he tol d me that 
he real l y doesn't know about the i- epartment of J ust i ce taking over. 
I thi nk Mr. Best jumped the gun on thi s. 1 don't think Myer 
i ntended him to do that . The rumor around here was so strong among 
the Admini strati ve staff that 1 thought I ' d ask Myer where I stood. 
I reckon i t 's about a 50- 50 chance."* 

Lever havi ng had an important effeot on camp at t i tudes, the 

gradual  real i zat i on that J ust i ce was not to take over the canp 

y/as recei ved wi th i ndi fference by most of the J apanese. The 

pressure group however, was di sappoi nted but deci ded to carry on 

regardl ess. 

POLICY Or m ¿kGii Q̂ATlON GHOUF AFJ &K ¿fci l l iOM 

According to Lr . Opi er 's anal ysi s, the resi stance wi th which 

the peopl e met the pet i t i on brought about a marked change of 

tact i cs on the part of the he segregati on Group and a spl i t i n the 

l eadershi p of the organi zat i on and a change of pol i cy which con-

si sted of minimi zing resegregati on as the primary aim of the group 

1l bl d., Oct . 16, 1944, p. 5. 
2i bl d.. Oct . 10, 1944, p. 4. 
5l bl d.. Oct . 13, 1944, p. 1. 
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and i ns t ead, »at t endi ng the ac t i v i t i es of  t he Sei ne n- dan 

t o educat i onal , c ul t ur al , soc i al  and phys i cal  eduoat i onal  

ac t i v i t i es * 

The wr i t er ' s i nves t i gat i on dur i ng t h i s per i od gi vee 

� di f f er ent  p i c t ur e. At  t he end of  Sept ember  Yamashi t a 

and Wakayatna carre out  of  hi di ng and t ook over  oont r ol  of  

t he Ft  segr egat i on Gr oup, Ac t ual l y , as has been ex o ' a i md 

pr ev i ous l y , t hey al ways had had a gr eat  deal  of  i nf l usnos , 

but  whsn no puni t i ve aot i on f ol l owed the r el ease of  t hs 

pet i t i on, t hey bel i eved t hat  the t i ne was now oppor t une t o 

c o w out  i nt o t he open f i nd t ake t he l i on 's shar e of  t he 

pr es t i ge. To do t h i s , t hey f ound i t  neot ssar y to di sposs 

of  Psver end Tsuha, t he l eader  and nomi nal  f ounder  of  t he 

Sokoku Kenkyu sei ne n- dan, They al eo wer e now r esdy t o 

pr oceed wi t h t he pl ans whi ch t hey had been devel opi ng 

over  a per i od of  many mont hs. These pl ane consi st ed of t  

1) the f or mal  or gani sat i on of  the adul t  suppor t er s of  ths 

Fesegr ege t  i on Gr oup, t hose peopl e who had si gned t hs newl y 

c i r cul at ed Sept ember  pet i t i on or  ver i f i ed t hsi r  s i gnat ur es 

on the Afrroh pet i t i o n. Thi s gr oup was now f or med i nt o a 

dues payi ng body whi oh adopt ed t he name of  Sokuj l  Ki koku 

Hpshi - dan, (or gani sat i on t o r et ur n t o the ho wl s nd i nmedi at al y 

t o s er v e«) |  2) t he i ni t i at i on of  a pr ogr am of  var i ed 

ac t i v i t i es , s o o i ai , at h l et i c , oul t ur al , e t o . , f or  t hs young 

peopl e j  3) t he expul s i on of  msmber s "who aot sd Un- J apane s e", a 

st ep whi ch was ment i oned i n t he oet i t i on i t s el f * Thi s po l i oy , 

howsver , was not  put  i nt o ef f ec t  unt i l  the l at t er  par t  of  

Oct ober ) t he adopt i on of  t hr eat  and v i o I s nos t o st op t hs 

mout hs of  t hoss who or i t i o i sed the o r gani s at i on. 
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The poor  r ecept i on of  t he pet i t i on was not  r esponsi bl e 

f or  the adopt i on of  var i ous ac t i v i t i es of  a publ i c ser vl oe 

nat ur e f or  dur i ng the two weeks ahl oh pr eceded t he appeer anoe 

of  t he pet i t i on the wr i t er  was t ol d sever al  t i mes by l eader s 

of  t he &eaegr c gat  i on Gr oup t hat  t hese ac t i v i t i es »er e be i n* 

pl anned* \ J  The i dea of  r eesgr egat i on «as not  dr opped or  

even r el egat ed t o fehe backgr ound es bot h Dr . Opl er  and Mr . 

Rober t son bel i eved. The wr i t er  «as f i r ml y i mpr essed wi t h t hi s 

by Mr  � Yamashi t a when she v i s i t ed bi n on Oot ober  SO» af t er  

*** Sokuj l  Kl koku Ko«hl - den had bsen or gani sed» "We want  

t o be r eeeer e gat ed so t hat  we con pr epar e f or  i mmedi at e 

r epat r i at i on»" st at ed Mr  � Y amas hUa. 2 / l * t er , t he wr i t er  

di scussed t hi s per i od of  the Pesegr egat i on Gr oup's devel opment  

wi t h Mr » KUr &t omi . ,H© st at ed t hat  her  i nt er pr e t at  I on was 

cor r ec t ! "They j ust  f ol l owed t hei r  pr econcei ved pl an»" 5 / 

I t  i s al s o ver y doubt f ul  i f  the r ecept i on of  t he 

pet i t i on br ought  about  the r es i gnat i on of  Bever end Tsuha® 

The i dea of  c i r cul at i ng t he pet i t i on was pr  lmar  l l y Waksyama's 

and Tachi  bane's ertf  i t  i s di f f i c ul t  t o sss why Tsuha shoul d 

r es i gn bscause the pet i t i on was not  a r esoundi ng success* 

Undoubt edl y Tsuha was f or ced out  beeause he was becomi ng a 

t hr eat  t o the power  of  Wakayama and T ac h i t a i * . These 

deve l ope me nt  B ar s descr i bed i n det ai l  I n the eeot l on f o l l owi ng* 

met i ng agai n on t he 8t h of  Oot ober » t he ei ght h bei ng the 

dat e obeer ved i n J apan by nat i onwi de pr ayer  t or  v i c t or y» the 

Sokoku hear d an addr ess by Mr . Wakayama* Mr . K* commented on 

t he spssohs 

1 / i bi d*» Sep t . 13» 1944» p . .3* 

7 / T O T * , Oc t . 30» 1944, pp . 1- 5. 

7 / T OT ' . , Mar . 6, 1946» p . 3 . 
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"f l o p«opl « seemed t o cere t o pr ai se Mr * Wakayama's 

speech at  the 8okoku Ksnkyu meet i ng. When Mr  � Yamashl t a 

a poke, I  hear d a l ot  of  oommendat  i on* 

"Whe n Wakayama was I nt r oduced he pai d he had ser ved as 

a senat or  f l f  t he Uni t ed St at es . He t ol d me t hat  i n Sen 

Pedr o t oo* He sai d he went  I n an! out  of  t he Congr essi onal  

Bui l di ng so m a t i m e s t hat  no ni s ei  hsd st epped 1$ and out  

of  t hat  bui l d I n* as many t i mes as he d i d} 

"Nov* I  know t her e I s ro senat or  f r om the Hew*l i en 

I s l ands* (Wekayew oomes f r om Hawai i . ) I 've r ead the 

Const i t ut i on car ef ul l y to s ee. I ' d l i ke t o know what  term 

he says he ser ved so t hat  I  ooul d eh«ok i t . 1/ 

At  t hi s t ime and l at er , Mr . Wakayama, Mr . T«ebi bena 

and ot her s , made numerous addr esses I n the ms«s hal l s of  

t he oent er * I n t hese speeches t hey st r eeeed t hei r  I nt i mat e 

connect i on wi t h hi gh J apanese o f f i c i al s and ths spec i al  

pr 4t el eges t hey woul d be abl s to gai n f or  members of  t he 

Fescgr egf  t i on Gr oup af t er  r epat r i at i on* Bot h men appar ent l y 

wer e f ai r  or at or s and I mpr essed t he l s sei  to a hi gh degr ee* 

Y»o i nf or mant s descr i bed t he ef f ec t  of  t hese speeches! 

"Wakayama and Yfcmsshi ta gai ned a gr eat  f o l l owi ng by 
maki ng st r ong cl ear  out  st at ement s. They eai d, ' I f  you'r e 
not  a f ol l ower  of  t hi s gr oup you can't  go back t o J apan* 
Wakayama al so sai d t hat  the Ho ah 1- dap (t he name by whi ch 
the adul t  or gani zat i on was l at er  t o become commonl y known) 
was goi ng t o have subdi vi s i ons i n the var i ous pr ef ect ur es 
I n J apan t o hanft l e the J apanese who wer e comi ng back f r om 
abr oad f or  t hei r  f ut ur e co l oni sat i on." 2 / 

"Waknyamo anl  Yfcmashi ta spoke i n the mee ha U s and the 
audi t or i um and t hey appear ed to be gr eat  epeaker s end wel l  
eduo"t od* They had t he c l ever ness of  f ool i ng the l s sei  
wi t h t hei r  manner  of  t hi nk i ng. Ths l s s s l  f e t l  i n l ove 
wi t h t hei r  way of  e«pr eesi ng t hemsel ves -  so l i ke a gr eat  
, were gr eat  men. Many bel i eved 

"Wakayama, hew ev er , when speaki ng bef or e gr oups of  

young men, made some ext r emel y r adi cal  st at ement s* These 

st at ement s wer e r ecei ved wi t h shock and al ar m by many of  

1 / s m x l  I bSd*, Oot * 16, 1944, pp . 6- 7* 
T / I b i d . , F e K 21, 1946, p . 2 . 

F eb. 20, 1946, p . 2 . 
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t he r es i dent s and oe r  to i n i ndi v i dual s , par t i cul ar l y i s s e i , 

pr ot est ed* These pr ot es t s beoame more and more vehement » 

whenWakayama ur ged t he young men on t o vi ol enoe i f  t hey 

met  wi t h oppos i t i on* I t  »as t o s t i f l e t hi s or i t i o i am t hat  

Wakayatca adopt ed v i o l ence« The gr eat  maj or i t y of  the membere 

of  the Fesegr e r at i on Or oup, however  , di d not  suspeot  t hat  

t he l eader s wer e embcr ki ng on aot i ons of  t hi s t ype* The 

l eot ur ea, t he ai m of  pr epar i ng f or  l i f e i n J apan and the 

r oey pr omi see of  s pec i al  pr i vel eges on r et ur ni ng to J apan 

cont i nued t o l ur e i n member ®. Sever al  of  t he wr i t er ' s 

i nf or mant s become al most  of f ended when she suggest ed t hat  

t her e mi ght  be more behi nd t he or pani sat i on t han met  the 

eye* S© i d Mr  * Ot onot os 

" I t  i s on ent i r el y unpo l i t i c al  o r gani zat i on and the 

l ect ur es ar e ver y good," l / 

A young n i s ei  g i r l  made t he f o l l owi ng oomment  on 

Wakayoma'a speech of  Oot ober  8t h : 

"The spseohes ar e qui t e i mpr essi ve and t hay ar e ver y 

educat i onal  f or  the you peopl ej  and t hay i mpr ess t he ol der  

men t oo*F 

Mr * K , however t  had no i l l us i ons as t o tha ai ms of  

t he l eader s . By r s f us i ng t o j o i n t he or gani sat i on or  ai gn 

tha pet i t i o n, he, aa a pr omi nent  man, had al r eady i ncur r ed 

t hei r  hos t i l i t y * 

"They want ed ma t o j o i n t hei r  gr oup. But  when t hay 

f ound t hat  my nam® di d not  appser  on t he l i at  (o f  s i gner «) 

t hey oommsnced t o atool d me. I 'm af r ai d I  » i l l  be suspect ed 

by them as l ong a a I 'm i n t hi s oamp. They have asked me t o 

r epr esent  t h i s bl ook , whi ch I  r ef used* I  al s o r ef used t o 

s i gn t he p e t i t i o n . 

"They ar e or gani s i ng» but  not  be cause t he peopl e ar o 

whol ehear t edl y behi nd t hem." 

1 / i b i d . , Oc t . 6 , 19*4, p . 1. 

T / T O T . , Oc t . 9 , 1944, p . 1. 
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K . t hen i nfor med the wr i t er  t het  she her sel f  m'.ght  

be i n danger  i f  she ent er ed t he Mansamr  sect i on at  ni ght , 

pr ovi di ng the gr oup suspect ed thet  she «s s t al k i ng t o b i n . 

Exoept  f or  the «l i d t hr eat  made af t er  the ok® mo to «hoot i ng, 

t hi s wee t he f i r s t  t ime t hat  a J apanese had war ned the 

wr i t er  agai net  v i o l ence. Si nce the wr i t ur  was on eaoel l ent  

t er ms wi t h Waf t ayama, Yafeaehi t a and ot her s she coul d not  

af f or d t o ebandon her  ac t i v i t i es and mi ss t he oppor t uni t y 

of  keepi ng i nfor med of  the ac t i v i t i es of  t he gr oup* Mor eover , 

no evi dence hod as yet  i ndi ot ed t hat  the gr oup was r eal l y as 

danger ous as K . i mpl i ed* The wr i t er  t her ef or e deci ded t o 

cont i nue t hi s odd t ype of  espi onage on the Fesegr eget I on 
i n a 

Gr oup ond s«c what  devel oped, K . , who wss / f er y i r at e st at e 

of  mi nd at  t hi s i nt er v i ew, added* 

"They'r e s t i r r i ng up unnecessar y f sar  and unr eet  I n 
oamp* Some of  them ought  t o be put  behi nd bar s ." 

I t  1s so unusual  f or  a J apanese t o suggest  i mpr i sonmsnt  

of  anot her  J apanese t hat  the wr i t er  remarked t hat  I f  the 

ei t uf t t l on wer e as ser i ous as the I s , t he admi ni st r at i on 

ought  to know about  I t  and t ake aot i on* Mr . K . r epl i ed: 

"At  l east  the admi ni st r at i on knows who ar e I nt er est ed 
i n t he or gani sat i on. The admi ni st r at i on ha* t he names of  
t hs peopl e who si gned the pet i t i on and shoul d be abl e t o 
go t hr ough the l i s t  and pi ok up whom t hey s us pec t / A / 

K V s hope t hat  t he admi ni st r at i on woul d t ake act i on 

pr oved i l l  f ounded. 

The success of  t he Oot ober  8t h meet i ng r ef l ect ed 

i t sel f  i n the at t i t ude of  Mr s . Mi t suda whom the wr i t er  

vl el t ed ths day af t er  the meet i ng* She st r ut t ed r egal l y 

about  the room whi l e t el l i ng ths wr i t er  what  t r anspi r ed® 

1/ I b i d . , Oc t . 6 , 1944, p . 1. 
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She her sel f  hod not  gone i ns i de the audi t or i um because 

she had her  hai r  up i n cur l er s» Whi l e she we8 st andi ng 

out si de the door  l i s t eni ng, Mr . Sendbor n of  t he I nt er nal  

Secur i t y dr ove up , "al most  r unni ng ever " her . He asked 

what  was goi ng on. She sai d she di d not  know, but  t hat  

t hey hed o per mi t  f or  the meet i ng, sand bor n, accor di ng 

to her  s t or y , st at ed t hat  he t hought  t hsy had s per mi t  

f or  a donee and sddsd t hat  she ought  t o know what  was goi ng 

on i nsi de si nce she was st andi ng out s i de l i s t eni ng. Ee 

t hen asked how many peopl e wer e pr esent . Agai n Mr s . Mat  suds 

sai d t hat  she di d not  know. At  t hi s poi nt  o young man cams 

out  of  t he audi t or i um and i n answer  to Sandbor n's quest i on 

sai d t hat  t her e wer e obout  600 peopl e pr esent . 3«ndbor n 

sai d he "d i dn ' t  want  any f unny bus i ms s " and dr ove away # 

At  t hi s i nt er vi ew Mr s , t f at suda i nfor med t he wr i t er  

t hat  t hose per sons who di d not  at t end the meet i ng wer e 

bei ng asked to r es i gn . The wr i t er  doubt ? t hst  t hi s po l i cy 

had al r eady been i n i t i at ed. Pr obabl y the l i s t s of  "t fn-

J a panes®" per sons wer e bei ng mads up . The f i r s t  not i oss 

wer e sent  out  a f ew weeks l at er . She al so sai d t hat  each 

war d was hol di ng weekl y meet i ngs . A compl et e t al l y of  

the "r e segr e gat  i on s i gnat ur es" had dow been made and number ed 

10,000. 

"Thi s i s t he f i nal  member shi p. Wt  ar e not  goi ng t o t ake 

any more because soon we ' l l  t * under  the J us t i ce Depar t ment ." l / 

The t r ue r eason f or  Fever t nd Tsuha's r es i gnat i on was ver y 

d i f f i c u l t  t o di soover . Dr . Opl er  l ai d i t  t o t he poor  r ecept i on 

aocor ded t he pet i t i on. 1 / J apanes e, however , l ai d i t  t o 

1/ I b i d . , Oc t . 9 , 194«, pp . 1- 2. 

WFA Communi t y Anal y s i s , "i epor t  on cent er  Tr ends ," Oo t . 16. 
1944, p. u 
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j en l o us y . i  !r  . K . exp l a i ned t he mat t er  i h some d e t a i l : 

"Teuha wee ki cked out  or  demot ed beeeuee e f i ght  st ar t ed 

bet ween SB«i u| j M«� Yam®shi t *$ Wakayame and Teuda . Those t hr ee 

wer e l ook i nr  f or  g l o r y . As l onr  as Tsuha was i n t he pos i t i on he 

was t he r eal  or gani saer  and f asf r l t axaaaul  Yamashi t a and Wakayama 

c oul dn't  get  e l l  t he c r edi t « They want ed to gr ab a l l  t he gl or y 

f o r  t hemsel ves* By maki ng a ver y shamef ul  ohar ge a$0i ns t  Tsuha 

f t  t hat  he was f H r t i n * wi t h Mr s . M® t  suda « and t hat  t hey d i dn ' t  

want  anybody of  t hat  ki nd of  ohur act er  or, a l eader  of  t hei r  

org© ni r at i on* bp t hey st er t ed t o ki ck M n o u t « " 1 / 

T t̂ er  the wr i t er  wan ab"»et o gai n cons i der abl e cor r obor at i on 

t hat  j eal ousy was t he chJ ef  mot i ve f o r  Ts uha'3 ej ec t i on and 

al s o t hat  t hi s par t i cul ar  rumor  was spr ead about  M m. K« 

added: 

"When 0 bunch get  t oget her  who l i ke t o cet  on t he 

f r c nt  page a l l  t he t i me, t hey wi l l  not  al l ow any per son 

who 's smar t er  t hen t hei asel ves to be t oo Popul ar . H* (Tsuha) 

WCF t he r eel  or gani zer  of  THE Sokoku Kenkyu Sei mn- dan . He 

was get t i ng wel l  known t hr oughout  Ti ne oamp, so t he ot he r  

peor l e wer e af r ai d he was get t i ng e l l  t he bouguet e« 3© t hey 

ki cked hi m out « They want  e n t he c r edi t  f or  t hemsel ves« 

I f  Yt ensr hi t a and Tiakoyarn© r emai n as c o ns * l l o r s , at  t he ei r i  

t hey t oo wi l l  f i gh t . They wi l l  t r y t o eftai m a l l  t he c r edi t * 

K . a l t o t o l d o f  an ©musi ng ar gument  he had had wi t h a 

s t r ong I?e se ? r r e 11 i o n i a t : 

"Somet hi ng f u my he opened the ot her  day . You know t i y y 

have st opped ser vi ng l i ver  sausage her e because t he J apanese 

don't  l i ke i t . We l l , one of  t he pr essur e gr oup t ol d me t hat  

t hey had st opped i t . I  s ai d, ' I f  you hove t hat  much i nf l uenc e, 

why don't  you oek f or  more eggs? i pst  week we got  onl y t wo 

eggs« 

"Those f el l ows er e al so br aggi ns t hat  i t ' s beoause of  t hem 

t but  i l r . B i ao k ni tf  t t r  . Bes t  or e go i ng t o *je d i s c h a r g e d . 

"The ot her  day I  had an ar gument  r r <r nr di ng t he pamphl et . 

I  was t al k i ng t o one of  t he o f f i c e r «. I  asked hi m i f  i t  was 

bona f i d e , why di dn ' t  t hey s i en t hei r  nemos. He s a i d , 'We 

o«n f t  ei gn our  names .' I  asked why . He s ai d, 'Ther e ar e spi es 

anons us who mi«?ht  r epor t  us «' I  s a i d , � i f  t her e ar e dogs 

among your  gr oup, i t ' s goi ng t o be t er r i bl e i f  you'r e 

re s egr egat ed. ' I  s n i d , 'Aocor di ner  t o my under  s t nadi ng, you 

wer e per mi t t ed t o or gani se the Reeegr egat i on Gr oup. You have 

aut hor i t y t o r o ahead wi t h i t « Then why or e you af r ai d t o s i gn 

your  name? A l l  i n a l l , t hi s i s t oo f i s hy f or  me.1,1 2 / 

l / K . Hankey , do t es , Mar . 6, 1945, p . 3* 

g y j h i d . , o c t p . 7 . 



666. 

On Oct ober  10 Di l l on iftrer  ar r i ved on the pr oj ect  f or  

0 day . The Fe segr e got  i on Gr oup asked t o have en i nt er vi ew 

wi t h hiro but  t hi s r equest  »»a not  ¿r ant ed* 

Mew/ Devel opment  of  the Pasegr egat i on Gr oup 

Tha most  re seal i ng st at ement  on t he new dave l opewnt s 

wi t h i n the or  sani t at i on came f r om Mr . Yamaehi t a, one of  tha 

moat  power f ul  o f  t he l eader s , who s a i d ; 

"We don't  have exact l y tha ntmi  i t  was pr evi ous l y c al l ed* 

But  bei ng t hat  t hi s i a a segr egat i on camp, we want ed to ba 

r e segr egat ed/ 90 we ooul d pr epar e f or  i mmedi at e r epat r i at i on* 

So under  such c i r cumst r nces , we became r egar ded and cal l ed 

�t he r esegr egant s '* 

"But  because of  the f *c t  th©t  t hi s oamp he ver  has been a 

segr egat i on car p i n the r eal  sense of  t he meani ng, as t her e 

wer e so many r es i dent s who wer e not  c l ar i f i ed t hemsel ves or  

by WRA ac segr egase, t he mai n ai m of  the so- cal l ed r e segr egat i on 

pet i t i on was t o wl eh £ or  I rme d l at e r epat r i at i on* f her ef t or e* Wt "" 

nave turned our  or gani set i er  s p ec i f i c any f r om I he pr l noi pal  

r eason of  t he movement  * Sokuj l  Kl koku Hoshl - di n -  The Fat r i ot i o 

Or gani zat i on of  t he I r naedl at e Pe pa t  r l a t es T � 

"wa er e not  r equest i ng pr i o r i t y * But  we bel i eve by our  

bel i ef  i f  we oan be gi ven t he oppor t uni t y of  boar di ng on the 

exchange boat , we pr epar e f or  i mmedi at e r espons i bi l i t y* 

"i t  i s Sfcs onl y BR as the name has been s pec i f i c al l y 

made at  t hi s t i w . But  t he meani ng and ai m of  t he or gani sat i on 

l a the game * I t  i s ôr  the r eal  J apanese who want ed {0 kel p 

the mother  oount r y i f  t her e i s a poss i bi l i t y of  do i f » s o , 

"I t  l a not hi ng agei nat  the TOA or  anyt hi ng l i ke t hat . " 

MT* Ya ma shi t s cont i nued t o expl ai n t he al na of  t he or gani sat i on 

i n the f l uent * i nt r i cat e phr aseol ogy whi oh he consi der ed the pr oper  

mode of  expr ess i on f or  a hi ghl y educat ed mani  

" T h * Sokoku Kenkyu ai m i s j ust  the same i n t hat  i t  has been 

adopt ed f or  the mot her  oount r y* I t  i s the st udy of  t he mother  

count r y* Thi s younger  gener at i on can st udy ever y poes i bl e t hi ng of  

t he mother  count r y whi l e ut i l i s i ng t hi s emol e t i ns * Thi s wi l l  keep 

i n eaoh one a mi nd what  our  c o unt r y « n I n J apan ar e doi ng f or  t he 

beet  of  t hemsel ves t o ser ve f or  t he count r y and t o pr epar e f or  

hi msel f  a l l  the possi bl e necess i t y i n phys i cal  and ment al  

condi t i on» ao t hat  what  he wi l l  pr epar e f or  hi mael f  phys i cal l y or  

ment al l y whi l e r es i de i m her e i n t hi s camp, oan be ut i l i s ed f or  t ha 

best  of  t he mother  count r y on h i s ar r i v a l , i f  he oan go on t he 

exchange boat * 
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"The pr i no i p4s of  t he or gani sat i on oanr .ot  be o h .nr .H 

t hi ngs he wi sh to ut i l i s e � or  «ny ot her  

m f o r  t h f  Phy»i o«l  t r ai n i ng! i t  i * neoeee«r y f or  i t  1 . 

5 K j v r . s & . < : i vwr . %;  g - r l V r r  

¡ S f f A - R t i j . " 1 1 1 � l | , a 

"F ur t her mor e, s i nce t hi s i . « ws s r  r t J 1� 
�nd who f t  not  «r e so I t » l l y f  l f h t i w r U s l n s 

�o t hat  »1 , t he youneer  peo l e I n * I ? m i h 9 t  And 
* . . ywunpi r  F®O ?e i n t hi s OSRO cannot  f or r at  »>M» 

"So -  phys i cal  t r ai ni ng i nt he ear l y r eor ni ni f  h»* . 

 ̂ " r 1 <�»> t h- nt f «! t . l e n 
by t he peopl e i n J . pan mor e or  l a.s o f  . . p i M t u . l  eor mmor ot  i o n . " 

» « s h i t . . . . qu te f r onk .bout  t he psychol ogi cal  ef f ec t  t he 

l eader s hoped t o p i n by encour agi ng the young men i n t hese 

aomeahat  eacet l o ac t i v i t i es ) 

" i f  ae aer e t r ai ni ng i n oosn day l l eht . i t  a i l i  not  I n » . . . 

" ° r n l n e U 10 f , i 1 » �. " o n t hough her e i n 

. . � i  » - ' ' I " n ° l  U k i 6 g f o r  f r ont ed t hat  a . can s l eep l ong 

L ' S . V ° 8 n n , 0 t  l 1 " h " * l « Wi o u , l y . wo mus t do * 
p a r a i m t o anat  ai r  br ot her s i n J apan ar e do i ng. " 

»s . Y »ma , h i t a i nt er r upt ed* her e, s . k i n * t he ar i t er  i f  she di d 

not  t hi nk i t  a a . t er r i bl e t hat  c er t ai n J apon.ee had r epor t ed 

t he as er o i .ee t o i nt er nal  s ec ur i t y , c l ai mi ng t hat  t hey di s t ur bed 

I hai r  s l eep on Sunday mor ni ngs . Due t o t hese oonpl s i nt s t he 

I nt er  m l  Sec ur i t y had f o r bi dden t he exer c i s es i n t he l i ansanar  

Sac t l on on Sundays . 

At  t hi s i n t e r »! . . Mr . »a a e h i t . , l i 0 . t r , � , d t h , t apo�1Mut y 
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of  uni t i ng t he oamp I nt o a uni t  ae Kai  and Kur at omi  had at t empt ed 

t o do* Wi shi ng t o i r k Yamaahi t e a b i t , t he »r i t er  t han r emar ked 

t hat  oer t ai n peopl e 'n oamp wer e oAi t i o i ei ng the Besegr egat i on 

Gr oup, s t at i ng t hat  t hey wi shed t o get  t o j apan bef or e t he ot her  

peopl e i n Tul e t ake. Tfenaehi t a grew qui t e i ndi gnant : 

" i f  we ar e oonel der ed hi ghl y by the j apenese gover nment  and 

I f  ae happen to r et ur n t o j apan, we wi eh to eaor i f i oe ever y t hi ng, 

ment al l y , phyei oal l y and nat t r i a l l y . We ar e not  r equest i ng 

pr i o r i t y . Wexmi xhj uet  wi sh t o l et  t he J apanese gover nment  know 

«hat  ae have i n our  h i er t e. Ther ef o r e, t her e ehoul d not  be any 

mi sunder st andi ng bet ween our  gr oup ar d t hose who di d not  ei gn* 

Those who di d not  ei gn ar e s t i l l  s i t t i ng on t he f enoe*" l / 

Mr e. I f r t euda was r el uot ant  t o di eouee t he ohangi ng pol i cy of  

t hat  

t he Hesegr egr  t i on Or oup and euggeet ed t »/ t he wr i t er  oont eot  Mr  * 

Yamashi t a. She pr obabl y f ear ed to oommi t  her sel f  t o any 

st at ement * She t ol d the wr i t er  onl y t hat  t he Sokoku Kenkyu was 

goi ng t o devot e i t s el f  t o the ser vi oe of  t he oom<runi ty* Her  

eonver eat i on wi t h Pober t aon was r el at ed by the l et t er s 

"Mr s . Mat  suds t ol d me t hat  t he Feeegr t ga t i on Or oup has 
ohanged t hei r  ahol e vi ewpoi nt  now. They er e t r y i ng en ent i r el y 
di f f er ent  t hi ng* They ar e goi ng t o f or m e ser ei oe or gar i set i on 
t o promote t he wel f ar e of  the ool ony* I t  pr obebl y grew out  of  
a meet i ng hel d l aet  nl eht . She was e n bubbl i ng over  wi t h the 
MW pr oepeot s* They i nt end to at t eek i t  f r om a new poi nt  of  
v i e w y 

I t  shoul d be r emember ed t hst  t he Peeegr egat i oni et  l eader s 

wer e aoouet omed t o be f r r  more f r ank wi t h the wr i t er  t hen wi t h 

Mr . Bober t son, wven t hough he was t he onl y member  df  t he WpA 

per eonnel  i n whom t hey put  eny t r ust  what ever * Thi s pur por t ed 

change i n emphaei e may wel l  have been what  t hey deei r ed t he 

admi ni s t r at i on t o bel i eve* Ev i dent l y Dr . Opl er  wes gi ven t he 

eame i nf or mat i on ae F ober t eon, f or  he deeor i bed t he ohenge i n 

t he or gani eat i onae f o l l ows : 

"The* * * l eader  eh i p wi l l  move i n a new di r eot i on, i nvol vi ng 

1/ I b i d* , Oot * 30, 1 9 U , p . 3 . . 
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aamp l i f t * . . the t op l eader shi p l a cont empl at i ng sever al  

depar t ment s, ac t i v i t i es , r el i gi ous af f a i r s » sooi al  wel f ar e, 

spor t s , eduoat l on, e t o . For mer l y t her e «ar e s oo i al , c ul t ur al , 

and phys i cal  "chai r men" o n l y . An i ndi cat i on t hat  exchange 

back t o J apan l e s t i l l  the goal , but  now a more t eni aent  goal , 

l e t he f aot  t hat  the mm» i s no l onger  Sokoku, bat  � t er m 

meani ng i n t r ans l at i on, "as s oc i at i on t o Ret ur n to t he Fat her l and 

as Soon as Foeei bl e 1/ 

Mr  � Yamaehi t a'a st at ement  and l at er  devel opment s show t hat  

Mr . Pober t eon and Dr . Opl er  «er e mi si nf or med and t hat  t her e wae 

no s i gni f i cant  change i n t he ai m of  t he or gani sat i on. Ae t o 

the mat t er  of  the change of  name, Dr » Opl er  «as qui t e wr ong* 

I t  mas not  the Sokoku Kenkyt i  whi ch changed i t e name but  the 

adul t  f er oup whi ch had f or mer l y been cal l ed Sa 1- HHbur  1 . The 

ohange i n «erne was expl ai ned i n det ai l  by Mssser s . Wakayatns 

and Y i mashl t a, and by Mr s . Mat suda. Mr . Wakayama gt at eds 

"The name of  t he Be eagr e gat  i on Or  oup l e not  appr opr i at e* 

As one of  the adv i s o r s , I  made the sug?eet l on t o have I t  

changed* I t  l e now cal l ed Sokuj l  Kl koku Hoshi - dan* Ver y 

l i t er al  t r anl at i ont  'i mmedi at e r et ur n t o oount r y t o eer t e 

soc i et y .1 The peopl e ar e get t i ng t i r ed of  t he nsme'r eeegr egat l on.' 

The nsw name now expl ai ns our  r eal  pur poee." 2 / 

Mr  8. Mi t suda s to ted spec i f i c al l y t hat  i t  was t he Feeegr e gal l on 

Gr oup and not  t he Sokoku KHnkyu whl oh had changed I t e name* She 

et at ed r epeat edl y t hat  the Sokoku was onl y a br anch of  t he adul t  

gr oup. However , t he new name had not  yet  been o f f i c i a l l y adopt ed* 

She al so t ol d pr oudl y of  how a cer t ai n wel l  educat ed J apanese had 

consent ed t o pr esent  a cour se on J apanese l i t er at ur e f or  t he 

gr oup* Hi e name was no and he was "a bl aok eat  of  nobl e f ami l y 

i n J apan". 3 / 

DI SAGREEMENT BET'EE N VP . WAKAYAMA Afl p THE ADMI NI STRATI ON 

On Oct ober  4t h or  6t h isr  � Wakayama became embr ol ed i n a 

conf l i c t  wi t h t he admi ni et r at I on, t hr eat ened to r es i gn hl a 

1/ o p . ol t  »i  pp . 2- 3. 
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bl ook manager shi p and al ao t hr eat ened t o make a l l  tha Bl ook 

Manager s i h the Mansanar  s t at i on and tha f i r a i nspect or s 

r es i gn wi t h hi m, l / Tha wr i t er  got  Wakayama'a own account  

of  tha di f f i c u l t / » a r epor t  whi ch muat  be r egar ded wi t h 

ci r cumspect i ons 

" / per son ner ed Got o who I s one of  the r esi dent s of  

my bl ook bui l t  an addi t i onal  por oh f or  hi s daught er » Ha 

cams t o see me and t ol d me about  i t * 

" i n t he mi ddl e of  J une t her e «as an ar t i ol e publ i shed 
i n t he Howel l  St ar  i n r egar d t o the bui l di ng of  addi t i onal  
ext ent  i ons . At  t he sane t i ne one of  ths f i r e pr event i on 
i napaot or a cane over  t o ne and t ol d ne he wee t ol d by the 
f i r e depar t ment  o h i ef , Mr . Owens, t hat  a a l ong as 30 f eet  
of  spaoa was mai nt ai ned by the r es i dent s» i t  woul d be per f eot l y 
a n r i ght  f or  t hem t o make an at t ent i on to the bui l di ng» The 
space bet ween the bsr r aoke i e 40 f eet » So t her e i s t en f eet  
l eeway» 

"Thi s was good news f or  the r es i dent s of  t he new ar ea be* 

oause ths rooms wer e so emai l  and t he peopl e et  t hat  t i me wer e 

r equest i ng the admi ni at r at i on to gi ve them per mi ssi on t o bui l d 

sxt ent l ons or  war ehouse f or  t hei r  bel ongi ngs» 

� I  made t hi s announcement  i n t he meee hal l » The i nspeot or  
waa t her e t oo and t ol d me t hat  a per mi t  i s not  r equi r ed t g l ong 
as ths r esi dent e keep t o the 30 f oot  l i mi t * 

"Mr . Got o f ol l owed i net r uot l ona and bui l t  the room» Mr * 
Got o i a a mi ni st er  (Buddhi s t )» Ha hae a t hr ee room apar t ment  
whi ch he usee f or  hi s chur ch. Af t er  t hr ee months the admi n l et  r at  iota 
char ged hi m f or  v i o l at i on. At  f i r s t  ths pol i os cams ovsr » 
Af t er war ds , Mr . Beat  ai gnsd t hs war r ant  f or  hi e ar r es t . 

"They hel d a hear i ng l ast  mont h. I  appear ed as a wi t ness wi t h 

my ass i s t ant  and t wo J apanese msnber s of  t he f i r e depar t ment  t o 

t es t i f y t hat  Mr . Owen made euoh an announcement * 

"A bul l et i n wae I ssued f r om the admi ni st r at i on i n Apr i l  sayi ng 

t hat  no const r uct i on shoul d be made i n t he new ar ea» Thi s 

announcement  (by 0»en) wae made i n Msy» 

" I  sai d th* t  I  made ths announcement  ( i n the meee hal l ) » I t  

wae not  the f aul t  of  Mr  . Go t o . I  t ol d Mr . Beat  t hat  the oasa i a 

ver y cl ear  and that  Mr . Got o shoul d be f r eed» 

"Mr . Campbel l  was exci t ed when I  t es t i f i ed . He went  t o 
whi eper  t o t he cauoaai ane t her e» Mr . Beet  was ver y exal t ed al eo» 
F i nal l y» the onl y excuse t hey made was t hat  i t  di d not  appl y t o 
the ww ar ea» So I  sai d» 'Why di dn't  you say so and why di dn't  

1/ i b i d.» Oct * 13» 1944» p . . l . 
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you soy so and why di dn't  MP . Owen make the announcement  

to the 26 members? 

"F i nal l y Mr . Bast  sent enced Mr . Got o t o 30 days i n 
the Kl amat h F al l s j ai l ,-  whi ch woul d be suspended i f  he tore 
down the bui l di ng i n a week . But  the bui l di ng cost  Mr . 
Got o 70 do l l ar s . How ha bl ames me. I 'm on the spot . 

* I  s ai d, ' I  don't  t hi nk I  oan st ay on as Bl ook Manager ." 
Mr . Bast  sai d, 'Your  f aul t  i s my f au l t . 1 I  sai d, 'But  you'r e 
behi nd the f ence. I 'm t oget her  wi t h t hese p e o p l e H a eai d, 
'The esse i s over . ' I  r emai ned. I  spoke to Best  per sonal l y . 
I  sai d thfl t  I  t hought  the dec i s i on was ver y bad and t hat  i t  wi l l  
devel ops i nt o somet hi ng e l s e. I  have t o r es i gn. Ha sai d, 'You 
don't  have to r es i gn. I  can sand t hose per sons to Sant a Fe 

"However , I  made an announcement  t o the bl ook r es i dent s t hat  

I  was r es i gni ng t het  day because I  ooul dn't  f aoe t hi s per son. I t  

wa8 my f au l t . The J epaneee t hought  i t  a l ogi cal  t hi ng to do . 

"Now t he r esi dent s t ook the r espons i bi l i t y / and sai d nobody 

wi l l  t ake on the j ob as bl ock manager . They got  sor e and s ai d, 

'We shal l  cont i nue to pr ot est  t hi s to the Bl ook Manager 's 

Headquar t er s .' 

"t he next  mor ni ng I  went  to the Bl ock Menager 's Headquar t er s 

and handed i n my r es i gnat i on. They r ef used to accept  i t . They 

sai d t her e i s a r ul e t hat  unl ess I  br i ng al ong r ay successor  t hey 

cannot  accept . I  s ai d, ' I  can't  i nduce anyone t o ser ve i n ay 

pl ooa . ' I  s ai d, 'Wbat  ar e you peopl e doi ng i n t hi s of f i ce? I f  

you f el l ows are goi ng t o be F̂A st ooges, I  don't  t hi nk i t ' s wor t h 

mai nt ai ni ng t hi s of  f l oe 

"The boys wer e sor e and demonst r at ed t hei r  of f ens i ve spi r i t  

t o headquar t er s . (These boys wer e undoubt edl y Wokayama's gr oup 

of  t oughb.) They got  sor e *nd came over  t o my pl ade. A l l  say 

r esi dent s gat her ed i n f r ont  of  my of f i ce and demonst r at ed t hei r  

r eal  sent i ment s of  t he outcome of  the c as e. 

"They oal l ed a War d Chai r men's meet i ng t hat  eveni ng at  

headquar t er s . Meant i me, the news spr ead al l  over  the cant er . 

Sevent y or  ei ght y young boys sur r ounded the headquar t er s . Mir. 

Thomeg wns o ŝer vi nr  I he gat her i ng. Si  r ang up Mr . Bas t . Mr . 

Best  sai d he woul d meet  wi t h a gr oup of  r epr esent at i ves f r o» 

tha War d Chai r wen. 

" I  got  the r epor t  f r om the Bl ock Manager 's chai r man t hat  

at  f i r s t  Mr . Best  t hr eat ened t hese peopl e. 'Bo you want  me t o 

c al l  t he Ar my l i ke l ast  year  and t eaoh you f ol ks a l esson?' 

Of  cour se, the peopl e were pr epar ed f or  t hi s . They sai d, 'Do 

you t hi nk you oan t eaoh the peopl e a l esson or  ar e you goi ng 

t o be i n an embar r assi ng pos i t i on?' The peopl e of  TKe new 

ar ea ar e di f f er ent  f r om t he peopl e of  t he ol d ar ea, Wa wer e 

a l l  r eady f or  i t . They sai d, 'Go ahead and do i t . Wa d 

r at her  have Ar my cont r ol  the cent er  t han tha WRA. 

"Aa soon as the r epr esent at i vee sai d t hat  Mr . Best  
changed hi s t one. He eai d he'd see Mr . Owens tomorrow and 
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gi ve hi e answer  � 

"The peopl e oane back and t ol d me about  I t » I  announced 

t o t he peopl e what  had been done. The next  day Mr . Thomas 

oane wi t h a paper  si gned by Mr , Best  and asked me to go ©l ong 

t o see Mr . Got o* The paper  st at ed t hat  he'd chanced hi s mi nd 

and t hat  he woul d gi ve Mr  . Got o two rooms I n t he net» ar ea, 

one f or  hi s ohur oh ser vi ces and one f or  l i v i ng* I  t ol d Mr * 

Got o , 'Ar e you s at i s f i ed? ' He eai d he was sat i s f i ed so X «as 

al so s at i s f i ed« 

"Mr * Best  sai d he woul d not  aooept  my r es i gnat i on. The 

bl ock peopl e al so expr essed t hei r  opi ni on t hat  t hey want ed 

nobody but  Mr . Wakayama. Mr . Thomas al so eai d he woul d i ssue 

a st at ement , l / 

Thi s ego t i s t i c al  r ec i t al  i s a spl endi d exampl e of  Mr * 

Wakayama's pr essur e t ao t l o s . The f ac t  t hat  he f or ced Mr * 

Best  t o compr omi se i ncr eased h i s al r eady over «exagger r at ed 

eenaeof  i mpor t ance. Thi s was most  appar ent  I A hi e at t i t ude 

when he made t hi s st at ement  to t he wr i t er * He and hi s henohmn 

publ i c i sed t hi s oconr r anoe and t her eby i nor eased t he f ear  wi t h 

whi ch he and hi s gr oup of  f o l l ower s wer e r egar ded* I f  Wakayams 

st ood so wel l  wi t h Mr . Best  t hat  he coul d f or oe hi m t o hi e wi l l , 

what  ohanoe had a r es i dent  who wl ehed t o pr ot eet  agai nst  hi e 

aot l v l t l ee? 

THE SAX NI PPON SEI KKN- DAK 

I t  was I n ear l y Oct ober  t hat  the wr i t er  f i r s t  began 

t o hear  r umor a of  an or gani sat i on headed by Kfrl  and Kt t r at oml , 

whl oh was r eput ed t o be opposi ng the Soteoku Kenkyu. Al most  

not hi ng i s known of  t hi s or gani sat i on si nce i nf or mant s woul d 

do l i t t l e more t han hi nt  t hat  t hey knew of  l t e exi st ence and 

t hat  Kai  and Kbr at oml  wer e behi nd i t * Kur at omi  deni ed the 

exl et enoe of  any or gani sat i on t o the wr i t er * That  he and 

Rever end Kai  di d have a l oyal  gr oup of  ht nohmen t her e i e 

no doubt » f or  unal st akeabl e evi dence of  t hi s appear ed l at er * 

1/ i b i d . , Oct * 23» 1944, pp . 1- S* 
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Fumor  bod i t  t hot  the Dei  I l i ppon sei nen- dan mee «bout  100 

s t r ong. The wr i t er  i s of  t he opi ni on t het  t hi s or gani sat i on 

«c e never  or gani sed i n any f or mal  mem*« » I t  i s ?s r y doubt f ul  

i f  t hey even cel l ed t hemsel ves by t hi s neme. However , t he 

Reeegr ogat i on Gr oup denounced m i  and f t uat oml 's gr oup as � 

bunch of  gambl er s and dr i nk er «, s t r i v i r * t o bl acken the is wi t h 

bot h the admi ni s t r at i on and the r es i dent s» Mr . K . «ho does 

not  l i e , st at ed t hat  t he or gani sat i on exi s t ed! 

"Mai , Kur at omi , Mor i  and Teuda ar e behi nd t he Dai  Ni ppon 

Sei nen- dan, I 've been hear i ng t hat  t hey've been or ganl i l i g 

I t . Ten da ye ago t hey cl ai med t hey had about  100 member s. 

"As f ar  as I 'm concer ned, I 'm not  i nt er est ed i n c i t her  
par t y* I  was asked why I  wi l l  not  j o i n ei t her  par t y» They 
ar r anged a di nner  par t y f or  me, but  I  r ef used t o at t end the 
di nner  par t y ." 1 / 

Mr  , K , al eo pr edi ct ed t hat  i f  t he r i val r y bet ween t he 

Kai - Kur ot omi  gr oup and t he Sokoku cont i nued, i t  mi ght  wel l  

l eed t o gang war f ar e, a pr edi ct  i on whi ch wee accur at el y 

bor n out  two mont he l at er * 

YWmaguohi , an excel l ent  enooper , al so t ol d the wr i t er  

t hat  KUr at omi  hod t ol d hi m t hat  hs was f or ni ng a young men's 

or gani sat i on whi ch was cel l ed t he Dai  Mi ppon Se i nen- dan»" I  

don't  know who's beokáag 4* of  i t , but  t hsy ar e f o r mi q ; , I 'm 

eur e,w £ / 

Admi ni st r at i ve At t i t ude 

The at t i t ude of  t he hi gher  ad»i ni s t r et i ve s t af f  members 

t owar d t hi s i nt r a- oamp oomf l i et  was one of  s et i s f ec t i on. Hi  

i t e cr udest  f or m i t  mani f eet ed i t s el f  i n r emer ke such a s , 

Nt «t  t hem cut  each ot her s t hr oat s so l our  as t hey don't  

bot her  u«»" The admi ni s t r at i on suspect ed and, t o a oer t ai n 

1 / i bi d»» Oct  � 16, 1944, p . 6» 
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ex t en t , f ear ed bot h gr oups and was i nc l i ned t o l ook wi t h 

f avor  on t he c o n f l i c t , i n t hi s par t i c ul ar  o es e, at  l eas t , 

t he const ant  evacuee compl ai nt  t hat  t he admi ni s t r at  i on want ed 

mal a t he J apanese f i ght  each o t her , 1 . di v i de and r u l t , 

Wf i 8 j u s t i f i ed . The bul k of  the camp r es i dent s , a« t hey 

became consc i ous of  t he r i val r y wi shed onl y t o keep f r at  of  

i t . 

Mi nor  Admi ni s t r at i ve Pani c 

Tha hi gher  member s of  t he admi ni s t r at i on »er e t hr own 

i nt o a st at e of  ext r eme o o no em ahen a J apanese came t o t he 

admi ni s t r at i on bui l di ng on the eveni ng of  Oct ober  3r d and 

r eveal ed t hat  t he 'agi t at o r e1 of  whi ch he hod been o ne, wer e 

pl anni ng t o di sor gani se t he oper at i on of  t he pr o j eo t . The 

next  mor ni ng ode of  Mr , Rober t s on's key wor ker s r es i gned and 

anot her  f t f ar eat ened t o r es i gn. Rober t son s t at ed t hat  be bt l l eved 

t hat  4«t o i on I n camp was at  h i gh pi t ch and t hat  t r oubl e 

mi ght  b r a k out  at  any mi nut e» 

"Ther e seems t o be a ver y def i n i t e t ens i o n, wor se t han 

I t  has been s i nce the Hi t omi  k i l l i n g . Yeet er day Do mi ng 

and t oday i t  spr ang u p . 1 l ook f or  somet hi ng ver y def i n i t e 

i n a ooupl e of  week s . 

" i t  came out  i n t hr eat s agai ns t  t he wor kmen. I  had 

one r eal gnat l on of  a t or  man t oday and t he t hr eat  of  ano t her . 

The excuses gi ven or e i l l nes s and per sonal  a f f a i r s , but  i t  

appear s t o be pr es s ur e. They wi l l  not  gi ve det a i l s . 

"The admi ni s t r at i on f eel s t hat  i t s t he anni ver sar y of  

anot her  November  i nc i dent . They coul d par al yse oper at i ons I n 

t he camp. The t ens i on t pr ead l i ke wi l df i r e t oday . I t  l ooks 

a 8 I f  t he young f cl bei  ar e doi ng t he wor k now. They ar e h l t t l i * 

f r om sever al  d i f f er ent  an g l e«. " l / 

The wr i t er  had been f o l l owi ng oamp at t i t udes ver y o l os el y 

and was cer t ai n t hat  no such t ens i on as desc r i bed atoove 

ex i s t ed . Mor eover » t he I dea of  a "Hovember  Annl ver ear y* was 
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qui t « l udi or oua. She i nf or med Mr . Pober t eon of  t hi s but  

he r ef used t o be convi nced. Por  sever al  day « f o l l owi ng, 

t he wr i t er  i nvest i gat ed the mat t er  di l i gent l y but  was unabl e 

t o di soover  any t ensi on what ever , except , of  cour ee, t he 

pr eval ent  auspi oi on of  the Pe segr egat i on Gr oup. A f ew weeks 

l at er  Rober t son t ol d the wr i t er  t hat  hi  had beoome oonvi nosd 

t hat  the J apanese who had oomt  i n and mads t he r spor t  was 

mer el y t r yi ng t o f ac i l i t at e hi e l eave o l ear anos . A l l  dur i ng 

Oot ober , however , t ensi on r ose among t he s t af f  and t he f ear  

t hat  t her e woul d be some ki nd of  aumor i al  demonst r at i on on 

November  1, 3 , or  4i nc r eas ed. I t  amused t he wr i t er  t o of f et  

t o wager  on the mat t er . But  ehe f oo l i s hl y over pl ayed her  

hand by of f t r áág t o t ake ai y odds and ended by havi ng ever y 

t r oubl e pr opheoi er  back out  or  st at s t hat  he had never  meant  

the wager  s er i ous l y . 

TATK V/TTK I G8 

On Oot ober  14t h the wr i t er  hsd a l ong conver sat i on 

wi t h Mr . I ge, an ex~T*upp i nt er nee who on hi s ar r i val  at  

Tu l e l ake had been kept  I n the st ockade f or  many mont hs 

f or  no r eason but  t het  t hs admi ni s t r at i on bel i eved hi m t o 

be an i ncor r i gi bl e t r oubl e- maker  � Though the admi ni s t r at i on 

may ha va been cor  reo t  i n t hi s assumpt i on, t he l ong conf i nement  

di d not  i mprove l ee'e t emper  or  r ef or m hi m. The wr i t er  oal i ed 

on hi m beoouse she suspect ed t het  he had beoome a st r ong 

Sokoku man and wi shed t o get  an expr essi on of  at t i t uds s . I gs 

showed d e a r l y t hat  he had become an ar dent  Reeegr eeat  i oni st  � 

"Any per son i n t hi s oamp can t el l  t hat  t her e i s no uni t y 
or  har mony because of  po l i t i c al  di f f er enc es . And I  under st and 
t hat  t her e i s a gr oup of  el ement s her e l oyal  t o Amer i oa who 
ar s not  l oyal  t o J apan. 
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" i f  t he 7"RA or  the admi ni st r at i on whi ch pr esi des ©?er  
the camp, I  t hi nk i f  t hey osn di v i de t hese two gr oups � 
t hose det er mi ned t o go back t o J apen end t hose who wi sh t o 
r emai n i n Amer i ca -  t hese shoul d be segr egat ed f r om the 
ot her e. 

"Anot her  di f f er ence 7 see i s t hat  t her e ar t  t r oupe 
her e among the eo- oal l ed pat r i ot i o gr oups who have a poi nt  
of  vi ew of  not  havi ng re segr egat i on whi l e the ot her  gr oup 
des i r es re segr egat i on. I  under st and ( t hi s I s my per sonal  
v i ew) the gr oup t hat  does not  want  to re segr egat e f eel s 
t hat  i nasmuch as the J apenes« here or e J apanese by bl ood 
t hey shoul d not  be demar cat ed by geans of  re se gr * get  i on. 
I  guees the conf l i c t  bet ween t hese two gr oups or i gi nat ed i n 
the ear l i er  par t  of  t he y ear . (I ge waspr obabl y r ef er r i ng 
t o the i f r l - Kuratomi  gr oup.) Whi l e the ot her  cr oup des i r es 
r esegr eg*t i on r egar dl ess of  any c i r cumst ances, because of  
the f eet  t hat  t hey f eel  t hat  the J apanese her e ar e not  a l l  
at  hear t  t rue pat r i ot i c J apems e. 

"Now i n the J apanese way of  l i f e t hei r  dut y t o the 
st at e end to the Emper or  i s f ar  more gr ave t han anyt hi ng. 
I ncl udi ng ">ife . Ther ef or e, the J apanese who ar e det er mi ned 
t o go back t o j apsn shoul d bear  i n mind t o saor l f i cs ever yt hi ng 
t hey have, mat er i al !/ and bodi l y , and be separ at ed f r om t hose 
who ar e i ndi f f er ent  or  of  oont r ar y opi ni on« 

Of  the re se pre nat i on pamphl et , I ge sai d: 

" I  woul dn't  t r y t o c r i t i c i se the pamphl et . I  can't  say i t  
i s good or  bad. I  t hought  t hat  maybe the gr oup or  or gani sat i on 
t hat  put  out  the not i oe had the f eel i ng t hat  t hey want ed to 
nuke the ool onl st s i n gener al  r eal i se t hat  the r esegr egat  I on 
commi t tee -  t hei r  mot i ves -  by put t i ng them on oaper  and maki ng 
t hemeel ves under st ood. 

"Fever end Tauha, he di dn' t  t el l  me di r ec t l y , but  he 
i nsi nuat ed that  the r e se gre ga t i on commi t t ee i e not  t o i nt l r r l dat e 
any per son to br i ng i n more member s. I f  t hey i ncr ease the 
member shi p by i nt i mi dat i on, the movement  wi l l  f a l l  when t hey 
r et ur n t o J apan, br i ngi ng back a l ot  of  numbskul l s and addl ebr al ns ." 1/ 

TKL BEAT I SO OF OCTOPEP 16 

Dur i ng ear l y Oct ober , when i t  beoame appar ent  t hat  the 

Fe segr egat i on Gr oup's pet i t  i on was not  meet i ng wi t h the sucoess i t s 

i nst i gat or s had ant i c i pat ed, rumore of  pr essur e and t hr eat s began 

t o be hear d. Tamaguchi , who was al r eady beeomi ng known as an 

opposer  of  the movement  made the f ol l owi ng s i gni f i cant  st at ement  as 

"Now ever ybody i s get t i ng wi s e. I  don't  l i ke the way the 

Spkoku Kenkyu t hr eat ens peopl e. They s ai d, ' I f  you don't  s i gn. 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 14, 1944, p . 2 . 
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you'r e goi ng t o be dr af t ed. So a l ot  of  dumb  ̂ peocl e s i gned." 

Then f a d i n g per haps t hat  he had so i d t oo muoh, Yamaguchi  

mode an about  f ace and def ended the peopl e who were s i gni ng! 

"But  I  t hi nk t her e who si gned wer e si e � I 'm t oo st ubbor n 

to s i gn and t hat  makes me enemi es. I t ' s bet t er  t o be l i ke the 

pr over b: I fegei  mono ni wa ma t or er o; ok** - to to ni wa noma r  ey e. 
fTf i t  the l ong snake wi nd ar ound you; " the bi g snake ewal l ew 

y ou. ' f c/ 

" i f  I  wer e pr oj ect  di r ect or  I  woul d segr egat e t hem. I 'd 
gi ve each per son a pi nk ceper  and a whi t e paper  and an envel ope* 
Then t hose who w»nt  to be segr egat ed cou?d si gn the r i nk paper  
and t hose who di dn't  coul d s i gn the whi t e one. Then t hey ooul d 
mai l  i t  t o the WFA and nobody see i t , no bl ock manager , nobody 
t o s ee. 7h"n I 'd l i ke t o sea how many woul d s i gn' 

"Then I ' d f enoe of f  a pl ace and put  t hem i n i t , not  goi ng 
t o make l b dol l ar s a week and el l  wor k vol unt ar y . Then I 'd mate* 
Mr  � Best  pr oj ect  di r ect or  over  them and Mr » f t ober t eon over  US. . 

"When t hey had t hi s pet i t i on, t hey aai d, ' I f  you si gn t hi e 
paper  you won't  ha dr of t ed and y ou' l l  be the f i r s t  to get  of f  
the (exchange) boet . So ever ybody si gned -  boy', l i eybe I ' l l  be 
the l ast  to get  of f  t he boet . My name her  i ns wi t h "Y " anyway." ZJ  

Dr . Opl er  al so r ecor ded i nat anoes of  pr essur e dur i ng t hi e 

pe r  i od: 

" I  am t ol d f eel i ng r an so hi gh i n War d V I I  t hat  the vooel  

ant i - r esegr egat i onl st s or  r esi dent s of  't ough bl ock ' who 
r sf ueed t o s i gn wer e def i ni t el y on the epot . I n bl ock 73, t he 
bl ock manager  was f or ced by publ i c opi ni on t o move oui et l y out  
of  hi s bl ook and l at er  r es i gn} hi s secr et ar y di d l i kewi se. I n 
bl ock 74, adj oi ni ng i nWar d V I I , we l ear ned t hat  one aged 
ant i - r esegr t  got  i oni st  was hi t  over  t he back of  t he head and 
knocked unconeoi oue (Oc t . 7) and when he 'cams t o' r emembered 
t hat  the wash- room had l ooked dar ker  t han usual  when ha went  
i n . War d V I  al so had i t  a wi t ch hunt s ." 3 / 

On Oot ober  16t h t hr ee el der l y men bel ongi ng t o a r el i gi ous 

or gani sat i on cal l ed Sei cho- no- I ye 4 / »er e at t acked i n bl ock 54 

whi l e r et ur ni ng home f r om a meet i ng. The assai l ant s used ol ubff  

1/ P er haps a more l i t er al  t r ans l at i on i s : Wt  that  whi ch i s l ong 

� wi nd about  you5 l et  t hat  whi ch i s gr eat  swal l ow you. 

2 / p . Henkey, Not es , Oc t . 1 1 9 4 4 , p . 6 . 

T / o p . c i t . , p . s � 

7 / Una wr  i t er  has r ead aome of  the Sei cho- no- l ye l i t er at ur e and 
whi l e maki ng no pr et ense of  any but  the aha Howe st  knowl edge of  
the c ul t , bel i eves i t  i s based on Buddhi st i o t eachi ngs wi t h a 
st r ong emphasi s on the power  of  heal i ng by f a i t h . Soma j apeneee 
oa 11 i t  "Chr i s t i an Sc i ent i s t ". 
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� nd a hammer  and the men wer« beat sn t o sever el y t hey wer e 

hospi t al i sed f or  sever al  days . One of  t he i mnei s Mr . Abe, 

� f r i end of  the wr i t er ' s . On Oct ober  10t h, f i ve day® bef or e 

the beat i ng, the wr i t er  v i s i t ed hi i r  and havi ng been i mpr essed 

wi t h Mr . K / s f r equent  war ni ngs t hat  cer t ai n members of  the 

Fs eagr e r at l i n Gr oup w0u?d not  hesi t at e to empl oy vi ol ence t o 

sl l dncs any oppos i t i on, vent ur ed t o war n Mr . Abe t hat  hi e 

c r i t i c i sm of  t he Sokoku ai d par t i cul ar  l y hi s oppot l t l on t o 

the pet i t i on mi ght  get  Mm I nt o r̂ oubl e » The wr i t er  al so 

expr essed concer n over  the saf et y of  Mr . K . Abe, however , 

l aughed at  the wr l t er 'e f aar s and sai d: 

" I  was goi ng to t el l  vj r . K . , don't  wor r y about  I t . 
I t ' « n$t  at  ser i ous as you t h i nk ." 

Abe poi nt ed out  t hat  Mr . Ak l t suk l  had opposed the movement  

f r  on the begi nni ng and had come t hr ough unsot t hed. 

" i f  Mr . X. t r i es t o cr awl  «r ound I n the dar k , he mi ght  bs 
caught � These peopl e er e cowar ds. A r eal l y br ave man woul dn't  
act  t hat  «ay , Whan the J apanese t al k b i g , t hey don't  b i t e . 

"Even among t hemsel ves t hey ar e not  agr eegf t . The peopl e 
who si gned up s ay , 'When I  go t o J apan, I  don't  want  t o go wi t h 
t hi s gr oup or  t hat  gr oup. . . The maj or i t y of  the peopl e ar s 
sl ok of  a l l  t hi s t r oubl e. 

"A l ot  of  peopl e arc di sgust ed at  the way the (t he 
Re segr egat i on Gr oup) ac t * They ar e goi ng out  of  camp because 
of  i t . You know t her e i s a J apanese pr oVer b: Tsuno wo tamento 
ah i t s ushl  wo kor osu. "By t r yi ng t o st r ai ght en a oow*s hor ns 
you k i l l  I t T** So , by t r yi ng to keep t he J apanese i n camp her s , 
t hey (Bssegr egat i on Gr oup) ar e dr i v i ng t he J apaneae out  of  
oamp. 

"J ust  yest er day, a woman and her  daught er , 24 year s o l d, 
oame to see me. They had i nt ended t o gobaok t o J apan. But  
af t er  t hey aaw ©n t hi s ki nd of  t r oubl e, t hey want ed t o l eavs 
oanp. Her  mother  came to r oe yest er day and cr i ed a l l  af t er noon." 

Mr . Abe t hen gave hi s opi ni on of  Mr . Wakeyama, whom he had 

known ver y wel l  i n pt nsanar  and who waa Bl ock Manager  of  ths 

bl ock adj oi ni ng Mr . Abe'as 

"ft'afcayomc r esi gned t he Bl ack Manager shi p t o t ake ®bar ge of  
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the re segr egat i on movement » That  may be t he couse of  t he 

t r oubl e« He wi shes f or  hi msel f  t o be e fei g s hot , I  hat e 

thf»t  type of  n»n. Of  cour se, i f  one aor ke on t omet hf ng wi t h 

a s i ncer e i dea, you w i n r espect  hi m, but  when he does i t  

f or  hi ms el f , I  hat e t hem." 1/ 

# 

1 / F . Hen key , Bot es , Oc t . 10, 1944, pp . i , g 0 



Mr . Abe's f ai t h t hat  t he t hr eat s of  t he Wakayama gang wer e 

not  ser l oua was r udel y shat t er ed. The at t aok was cowar dl y 

i n t he ext r eme si nce t he t hr ee man «er e el der l y and the at t aokar a 

number ed f i ve or  e l x . Abe was a ver y s l i ght  man, wei ghi ng Ht t l e 

more t han 100 p- <unde. He gave t he f o l l owi ng account  of  t he baa t i ng. 

" I  never  t hought  I  had any enemi es I n oamp. For  a f aw days 

I  t hought  i t  aas a case of  mi st aken i dent i t y . 

" I  was oomi ng home f r om a r el i gi ous meet i ng at  bl ook 62« I  

hear d noi sy f oo t s t eps . One of  tha men (Aba's f r i end) was at  my al da 

at  t he ot her  was 16 f eat  ahead. The f i r s t  man who was at t acked 

y el l ed. I  t ur ned ar ound and saw t hat  bi g s t l ok . I  oan s t i l l  sea 

tha ol ub l i ke a f r ozen pl ot ur e, but  I  d i dn ' t  know anyt hi ng af t er  

t hat . 

"Whan I  got  up I  di dn' t  even know I  was h i t . I  f a i t  aomet hi ng 

dr i ppi ng. I  not  l oad the bl ood. I  t hought  I  was c l ubbed. . . I  

wal ked r i ght  home and tha bl ood st opped bl eedi ng on the way . J  

went  to the shower  r oom and washed mys el f . I  saw t hat  t he out  waa 

spr ead «pan. The ambul ance came and wa went  to the hos pi t al . They 

put  i n f our  s t l t ohaa. 

"Af t er  t hat , f or  a f aw days , ever ybody asked me whyr  end how« 

I  sai d I  t hi nk I t ' e mi st aken i dent i t y . Than one man who has n't  

s i gned f or  r esegr egat i on and l a ver y ant agoni s t i o t o t ha aagr eget l on 

gr oup, ha spi ed a l l  over  oamp why I  was h i t . l / So ha t ol d m tha 

r eason I  was at t ac ked. I  and one o t her , Mr . Xr l t ak a, bot h of  ua# 

di dn ' t  s i gn. I  di dn' t  speak agai nst  I t . Whenever  t hey asked ma I  

j ust  sai d t hat  I  di dn't  s i gn I t  f or  t hi s r eason or  t hat . Ther e ar e 

si x f ami l i es I n my bar r aok and onl y one f ami l y s i gns d. 

"Anot her  t hi ng he spi ed out  f or  me, about  a mont h bef or e t hat  

dat a I  made a l ect ur e at  a r el i gi ous meet i ng* I  sai d t hat  t hi a 

oamp i s no pl ace f or  young men t o make t r oubl e. They shoul d s t udy . 

I  t al ked about  46 mi nut es. What  I  sai d t her e wae r epor t ed t o 

headquar t er a ( re ae gr  e gat  I oni a t  headquar t er s ) ." 2 / 

The anl t snxQx* at t aokar a, t he wr i t er  l at er  di scover ed, wer e a 

gr oup of  Wakayana's henchmen l ed by a man named Sawada. Ev i dent l y 

Wakayama had daol ded t hat  he ooul d no l onger  t ol er at e tha oppoal t l on 

r ai sed by K . and ot her  a and had dec i ded t o al f r noa i t . Aba expl ai ned! 

"K . knew ever yt hi ng t hat  he (Wakayama) di d I n Msnsanar  ( i n whi ch 

oant er  "wakayama had caused a gr eat  daai  of  t r o ubl e) . Ha knew Wakayama 

l / T h i s was ver y l i kel y Mr . K . 

£ / » . bankay, Bot es , Nov . 9 , 1944, p . 1 . 



waa a cowar d. And ha «t i l l  br agged hl maet f . But  K . kept  qui et  

M l ong as vyakayame di dn ' t  do any bi g wr ong. But  al nca Wakayama's 

f o l l ower s had at t acked ma at  ni ght , K . «a . a« mi d a . a bul l dog. 

Hj  oami  to me i mmedi at el y t he nest  day and sai d he's gol ne t o k i l l  

hi m or  hava hi m ar r aat ad because he k m« aver / t hi ng what  ho di d i n 

t he pas t . I  t ol d hi m t o be qui et  and see what  wi l l  happt n i n � 

mont h or  t wo . 1 / 

K . gavt  t he wr i t er  the f o l l owi ng account  of  t he beat i ngs 

"Var y f aw peopl a seem t o hava hear d about  t hat  baat i nr . Tha 

» n r ^ s ' i ^ x s i ;.und,r  m i M 

o- j sl t:  ZT«�:  ^ r i - i ^ i " a w -

l aadar a of  a cer t ai n r el i gi ous s ec t . That  gr oup i n par t i cul ar  
di d not  s i gn tha re segr egat i on pat i t i on. Vhay wer e bl amad f or  i t . 
f or  i nf l uanoi ng t ha paopl a agal nat  i t . # 

" I t  was tha act  of  a bunoh of  oowar da. I t  must  have baan a 
bunoh of  gangst er s wi t h ol t tba and a hammer . 

1 U J  " j  t o Mr . Aba on Tuesday . He r aouast ad ma t o l et  t ha 
t hi ng di a o ut . They f ear  t *»t  bfci t har  t hay nor  t hai r  f ami l i es 
wi l l  ba saf e i f  T car r y out  ny i nt awt i ona. ona of  our  f r i ands 
was goi ng r i ght  over  t o beat  Wakayama a l l  al one, but  wa r est r ai ned 
nun. 

w * f r e M t n , d b f «®u * f  t h a * Par t i cul ar  sect  d i dn ' t  s i gn . 
Wa know t hr eat s wer e mada and *s know nhar e t ha t hr eat s oama f r om. 

"l l r . Aba was hi t  aor oaa tha f or ahaad and had f our  or  f i va 
at i t ohas t akan. Ona of  tha ot her  man was st r uck wi t h a hammer  on 
tha back of  tha head, «he t hi r d on the book of  hl a hand whan ha t r i ad 
t o pr ot ect  hi s ha ad . 2 / 

At t i t ude of  t ha Admi ni s t r at i on 

Si nes the vi ct i ms r ef used t o r an* t hai r  assai l ant s or  gi va 

any av i danca, tha I nt «r r »l  Saoui r i t y was abl e t o do next  t o not hi ng 

i n t hi a mat t ar . However , Wakayama waa auspect ad ari l  par hapa avan 

tha l aadar  of  t he aaaaul t , sawada. The J apanese I nt er nal  SaouHLt y 

r ef used t o have anyt hi ng a t ^a l l  t o do wi t h t he o*aa. Tha wr i t er  

i a oar t ai n t hat  t ha J apanasa pol i ca must  have known who angl neer ed 

tha beat i ng, si nce WakayamB had mada an unmi  at akaabl a t hr eat  i n a 

speech made oh tha 8t h of  Oot obar , a t hr eat  whl oh spr ead a l l  ovar  

camp by t ha gr apa v i ne. Howaver , not hi ng was dona, and Wakayama 



and bi s gr oup bsoams mor « ar r ogant  t han ever * 

At t i t ude of  t he Peopl e 

Sur pr i s i ngl y f ew oamr  r es i dent s heer d of  the beat i ng, whi t h 

«as l ar gel y due t o the f aot  t hat  t he vl ot l ms t r i ed t o keep i t  a« 

qui et  as poas l bl «» a young ni sei  g i r l  r emar kedt  

"Wo have hear d ver y l i t t l e about  I t . Ver y f en peor l e st em 

t o know about  i t . A l l  «« her r  i s j ust  t het  t hey «er e agai nst  

t he pet i t i on. They di dn't  s i gn f or  i t . They «er e beat en up I n 

bl ook 6 4 , war d V I . War d V I  1« al ways get t i ng I nt o f usses l i ke 

t hat . They have t hei r  o«n J apansee school , you know." l / 

Anot her  ni s ei  gi r l  had not  hear d of  t he beat i ng, but  

r emar ked t hat  t her e were a l ot  of  emai l  beat i ngs go i r * on. 

When asked «hy the Co l oni al  pol i o« di d not hi ng, t hi s i nf or mant  

«ai d «1t h immense «oor n, "They c an't  do anyt hi ng«* 2 / 

However , «hen the «r i t er  oal l ed on Mr s . Yamshi t a, «I f « of  

t h« Be segr egat i oni st  l eader , t hat  l ady aeked her  i f  ehe had 

hear d t hat  anot her  i nu had be«n hi t  on the head* "I ' v e hear d 

a f e« r umor s, sai d t he wr i t er . "Y es , " sai d Ur «. Yamashl t a, 

"Th«y got  hi m over  i n bl ook 6 4 . He was a Chr i s t i an s o l «nt l s t . 

The/ beat  up t hr ee of  them but  t hey woul dn't  have beat en t he 

ot her  two i f  t hey hadn't  been al ong." 3/ F r o m t hi « i t  app«ar s 

t hat  Mr . Ar l t aka was the man whom t he gang par t i cul ar l y wi shed 

t o s i l s nc «. Mr s . Yamashl t a's st at ement  was s i gni f i c ant , sl no« 

she was the onl y oamp r e«l d«nt  oont aot ed who appr oved the 

beat i ng and oal l ed Ar l t aka a dog» 

The «Al t er  «as enr aged over  her  o«n hel pl essness I n t hi s 

mat t er  and al so oono«r ned over  the poss i bi l i t y t hat  her  oooa/s i onal  

v i el t e t o Abe mi ght  have added t o t he 0uepl o l on «1t h «hl oh h« was 

r sgar dad« Undsr  the ol r cumst anc««, however . I t  «as I mpossl b]« t o 

do anyt hi ng but  k««p qu i s t . Th« «r l t «r  f «l t  l i ke t aki ng per sonal  

1 / I b i d . , p . 4 . 

r / T C T T . , Oct « 24, 1944, p . s , 

y i s g . , p . 2 . 
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vt ngeanoe on Wakpyama but  whenever  she c al l ed, f ound hi n guar ded 

by hal f  a dozen young man* She use i nvsr i sbl y r ecei ved »I t h 

smug pol i t eness« F i ndi ng o i l  ot her  avenues of  copi ng »I t h t he 

s i t uat i on c l os ed, t he »r i t er  t her eupon t hr e» i n her  l ot  »I t h 

Mr . K . and si nce her  good r el at i onshi p wi t h K . »as not  suspeot ed 

by t he F esegr egat i on Or  oup l eader s , began an ener get l o pr ogr am of  

espi onage whi ch pr oduosd some ver y i nt er est i ng r e s u t s about  a 

mont h l at er * Zn l at e Oot ober  Mr * K . s t i l l  hoped t hat  the camp 

r es i dent s woul d beoome so angr y t hat  t hey woul d t ur n on t he 

t er r or i s t s * I n t hi s he was ovsr l y opt i mi s t i c * 

"To some ext ent  t hose t hi ngs ar s goi ng on beoauss t he 

Admi ni s t r at i on l aoks a st r ong hand* I f  t hs Admi ni s t r at i on aot s 

at  t he r i ght  moment  and hol ds the * h i p , I  t hi nk t hey coul d 

br i ng t hese peopl e i nt o l i ne. They t r y 
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t o appease them t  o? much. » . 

"The peopl e of  t hi s camp must  choose i f  t hey want  such 

t er r or l an t o exi s t  or  el se oast  the l eader  out * They ar e 

j ust  t r yi ng t o hsat  t he peopl e i nt o l i ne. I f  t hose oer sone 

(Ar i t aka and Abe) had not  a sked me not  t o oar r y out  my i nt ent i ons , 

I  woul d have done i t * 

" I ' m af r ai d t her e's goi ng to be ser i ous t r oubl e here i f  t he 

peopl e don't  vales UP and oast  them out « 

The wr i t er  r emar ked t hat  she di dn't  t hi nk the camp r es i dent s 

bad suf f i o i ent  spi r i t  l ef t  ot  under t ake suoh ©ot i on. Mr . K . 

�ai d t  

"You must  renwmber  t hat  t he J apanese peopl e ar e not  

t r oubl esome. They ar e peaoe- l ovi ng peepl e ." \ / 

Mr » Abe handl ed the s i t uat i on most  oour a êousl y hy 

oont aot l ng t he Reecgr r  gat i ow Gr oup l eader s and maki ng hi s 

pos i t i on ol e«r  t o t hem. He r ecount ed the i nt er v i ews 

" I  t al ked f or  two hour s wi t h Yamashi t a af t er  I  w*s 
st r uck* A few days af t er  I  was st t tuck I  hear d a rumor  t hat  
t hose who at t acked me wer e members of  the Hoshl d̂an. I mmedi at el y 
I  want ed t o t al k wi t h bot h Watoeyami  and Yamashi t a but  I  had no 
oonnsot i on. I  had i nt er vi ewed Ysmeshi t a i n soc i al  wel f ar e when 
he appl i ed dor  as s i s t anc e. I  asked the Hoshl - dap r epr esent at i ve 
t o i nt r oduoe me to bot h of  t hem on Sat ur day. 

"The next  mor ni ng t hr ee r epr esent at i ves came to my pl aoe 

i ns t eed of  Wakayama and Yamashi t a. 

(The sendi ng of  r epr esent at i ves to deal  wi t h mat t er s whi ch 

t hey consi der ed bel ow them was t ypi cal  of  the l eader s of  the 

Fesegr egat i on Gr oup, "peopl e oorae t o t heo ." I P t er , t hey wer e 

t o t r y the sera* t echni que on K . but  f ound t hat  they had 

sor at ohed a Fuss i an and f ound a s©rfc®r  . ) 

" I  t ol d thsra r ay opi ni on on how we shoul d behave i n t hi e 
ootap. By maki ng t r oubl e we gai n not hi ng! we onl y cause 
suf f er i ng of  the young pe op i s , the women and chi l dr en. You 
i s sei  went  t o t ake the young ni sei  wi t h you t o j apan and 
whi l e her e t r ai n them so t hey can be of  some us e. How can 
we t r ai n them by maki nr  unr easonabl e demands or  j ust  agi t at i ng 
t hen? Whi l e we ar e i n camp we shoul d adj ust  our sel ves t o t hi e 
c i r cumst ance. I  t al ked about  an hour  and a ha l f . Kone of  
them coul d answer  wi t h one wor d of  pr ot est  t o say i ngs . 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . £ 3, 1944, pp0 5, 6 . 
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Thi  j us t  86 i d, ' Y e s . Y® s 

"A f t w days ef t <r  I  ©oi l ed on Yamashi t s ay s «I f * I  t al ked 

t wo hour s wi t h hi m. I  t ol d hi m, ' I ' m goi ng t o J ©pan as you 

ar e, but  your  opi ni on and mi ne do n ' t  meet  on ho* we shoul d 

behave I n t hi s com p . 2 can't  eee not hi ng t hat  we gai n by 

maki ng t r oubl e her e. You aay so o f t en about  the J apanese 

Sp i r i t . The J apanese Spi r i t  i s to adj ust  our sel ves t o oi r oumst ano«« 

afad be pat i ent  whan we have t o . And when t he i seei  make bi g 

t r oubl e, t hey ar e about  60 year s ol d an t hey har dl y aan' t  do much 

bad or  goad t o J apan. But  the n i s ei  ar e young. I f  we want  them t o 

be good muat  educat e them i n camp to t each them what  t he r eal  

J apanese spi r i t  i s . J apan has a gr eat  bi g mi ss i on f or  t he peopl e of  

As i a , 1 b i l l i o n peopl e. I f  J apan f ought  f or  the J apanese onl y , she 

mi ght  moke more pr o f i t * But  j apan r i sks ever yt hi ng f or  t he 

aal vat i on of  1 b i l l i o n peopl e. To f u l f i l l  t hi s mi ssi on t hey can't  

make t r oubl e among t hemsel ves. 

"He sai d not  a wor d. He si mpl y cav i l l ed at  det a i l s . 1 t ol d hi m 

I 'm not  i nt er est ed i n det a i l s . He asked me not  t o say anyt hi ng 

about  t hat  I  had ©al i ed on hi m because he hi msel f  mi *ht  be 

mi sunder st ood i n hi s own gr oup. 

" I  suggest ed t hat  the e was a rumor  t o t he ef f ec t  t hat  t hose 

who at t ec i ad me wer e members of  hi s sei nen- dan. Ha s ai d , 'What ?" I  

saf ai , 'o f  cour se, I  don' t  mean you di d i t  y our at &f . But  as usual  

i n cr y gr oup t her e arc-  al ways r adi cal s t hat  you don't  t now. 

Whet her  i t ' s t r ue or  no t , the rumor  i s t hat  members of  your  gr oup 

di d t hat  t o me.® f i e s ai d, 'We don't  do anyt hi ng l i ke t hat . ' 1/ 

Sever al  weeks af t er  t he beat i ng the wr i t er  r eoei ved t he 

f o l l owi ng l et t er  f r om Mr . Abet  

Oct ober  28, 1944 

Dear  Mi ss Kankey, 

H I  t hank you ver y ki ndl y f or  your  l et t er  sxpj uutxata* 
expr ess i ng your  sympat hy to me. I  am al r i ght  and f ee 1 as 
i f  not hi ng had happened to me now. 

"The ver y f i r s t  wor d I  ut t er ed r i ght  af t er  t he at t ack 
was "Bak u". £ / I  r at her  f ee l  sor r y f or  t hose who at t aoked 
me because tTiey do not  know what  t hey wer e do i ng. 

"Be r est  asaur ed t hat  your  o wn i ng me was not  the cause 

of  t he at t aok , end 7 wel come your  comi ng at  any t i n». However * 

i t  mi ght  ba best  f or  bot h of  us t o keep qui et  f or  a wh i l e . 

"Thanki ng you agai n f or  t he l et t er ." 

Si ncer el y your s , 

� � A b e . 

1/ i b i d . . Mar . 17, 1945, pp . 2- 5. 

Z/  Dat o means ' f o o l ' , but  i s a ntsoh st r onger  expr ess i on i n 

~ j adhnese t han i n Engl i ah . Abe meant  t hat  t he men who at t acked 

hi m wer e f o o l s . 
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Bur at oml 'a r emar k 

Zt  wo« at  t h i s t ime t hat  Geor ge Hur et omi , one of  t he 

Resegr egat i on Gr oup's st r ongest  opponent s r emar ked t bet  

t :'Mr . Beat  d i dn ' t  know »hat  t o do wi t h t hi s new bunoh «ho 

wer e f o mi ng * * (Sokoku Kenkyta) . He di dn't  kno« whet her  

t o l et  t hem go ahead or  whet her  t o pi ck UP the l eader s / l / 

At  t hi s t i me some of  t he odi um «i t h ehl oh t he Teuda- Mor l « 

Ki mura gr oup had been r egar ded by t he r esi dent ® i n gener al  

«ae begi nni ng t o di e down. They had kept  eer y qui et  and 

accusat i ons of  i nu wer e hear d l eee of t en« Mr . K . r emar ked* 

"The r umor s concer ni ng them no l onger  e x i s t . When 

t heyf i r et  under t ook t o get  t hose boye i n t he et oekede out , 

t o some ext ent  peopl e sai d f euda and Mor i  wer e doge. We 

«er e t o eome ext ent  i nel i ned t o bel i eve t hat , " £ / 

I ATE OCTOBI- .p ATTI TP r £S TQWAPP PEHURCXAT10?! OP C T T T O  ̂ I P 

I n l at e Oct ober  ent huei asm over  the oomi ng oppor t uni t y 

t o r enounoe c i t i zenshi p «as s t i l l  i n l ar ge per t  l i mi t ed t o 

the l eader e of  tte Pesegr egat i on Gr oup. Mr . I ge , «ho had 

beoome an ar dent  suppor t er , expr essed the sent i ment  whi c h, 

i n eeeence, was t o become t he unvar yi ng r esponse of  t he 

members of  the Sokoku Rt nkyu 3e I r a n i a n when the quest i on 

«as put  to them at  t hei r  hear i ngs ! 

"Sty per sonal  opi ni on i s t hat  I  aoul d ver y muoh « d o o m 

t hi s ac t i o n . Those per  eons «ho « i l l  r equest  denat ur al i zat i on 

« i l l  be t r ul y l oyal  t o J apan. Thi s «i l l  be v*r y I mpor t ant  

f or  Amer i ca and f or  J apan, 

"Mr . Pober t son asked me «hy I  want ed t o r enounoe my 

c i t i zens hi p . We «ho ar® r eady t o f ace any event ual i t y t o 

eer ve t he Emper or  fee 1 t hat  i f  we wai t  even 011« day , we ar e 

not  ser vi ng t he Emper or . Ther ef o r e, I f  we wai t ed, we woul d 

be unpat r i o t i c . I f  I coul d r enounce my c i t i zens hi p t hi s 

mi nut e, not  because of  J apan goi ng t o wi n the war  -  t hi s 

nat t er  does not  ooner n vi cfebry or  def eat . I t ' s a mat t er  of  

I nst i nct  and dut y ," 3 / 

l / P Z Kankey, Kpt es , Oo t . 19, 194$, p . 4 . 

T / i b i d . , Oot . ¿ 3, 1944, p . C , 

�g / T T O. , Oc t . «y 14, 1944, pp . 2- 3. 
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Mr  � Wa laayanB at e t ed i  

"The peopl e ar c anxi ous l y wai t i ng f or  the denouncement  

of  i t « Whan Mr . Beat  made the st at ement  t hat  wi t hi n 60 

da/8 the camp woul d be under  J us t i c e» the peopl e wer e del i ght ed« 

Wo more or  l ass expect  i t / l / 

Mr . YamaguoVH» however » ex pr essed s di f f er ent  at t i t udes 

"That  r enunc i at i on of  c i t i zenshi p «i l l  be pr et t y har d» Tow 

got  t o r equest  f or  i t * You got  t o ar i t e a whol e mess of  t hi ngs* 

Then i f  you do i t , i t  doesn't  mean anyt hi ng» They ar e goi ng t o 

check i t  i n Washi ngt on» 

" l  t hi nk »hen i t  s t ar t s» I ' l l  open an of f i ce and mate some 

monsy (hel pi ng peopl e f i l l  out  f o r ms ) . £ / (Thi s st at ement  woe 

made f ao l t i oual y �) 

Most  i nf or mant s acr e s t i l l  non- conr l t f cel  when the subj ect  

of  r enunc i at i on wi s br ought  up. They st at ed t hat  t  bey mi ght  

r enounce trci  t hey mi ght  not * 

TAMBA?A,nTHE. J EX,n|  THREATS MS? 

I n l at e Oct ober  t he csmp was enl i vened by t he prompt  

ac t i on t aken agai nst  a oar  t ai n man named Tamber a, who was 

accused of  pr of i t eer i ng* Mr . Tamber a, who was sai d t o ooow 

f r om Saor ansnt o» managed to have some mer chandi ze whi ch hs 

had acqui r ed bef or e evacuat i on br ought  to TUi e aks» Thi s 

he pr oceeded to eel l  at  ver y hi gh pr i ces» 

"The peopl e sur e got  sore at  h i ». He sol d a pound of  

t sa f or  f i vs do l l ar s» ft  i ce bowl s wor t h t en cent s he sol d 

f or  f i f t y oent s . They say hi s f ami l y i s j ust  coi ni ng money*" £ / 

w v 

I * . Tambor a's l ucr at i ve car eer  wa« i nt er r upt ed» however , 

when not i ces suddenl y appear ed i r . t he cant eens (end per haps 

i n the l at r l nss ) whi ch st at eds n MT . Tambar a» woul d you l i ke 

t o eoe anot her  Hi t omi ?" Tambar a qui ck l y gave up hi e bus i ness 

and at t empt ed t o get  out  of  Tul a T*ke. The t hr eat s» oocor di ng 

t o popul ar  r epor t » wer e made by the Mar oanar  Cl ang* I nf or mant s 
«».»«»«i»4»mm**m*»mm m *mmm. trnmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmrn 

1/ i b i d .» Oat * 23» 1944» p . 5* 

7 / O T , , Oc t . 13» 1944, p . 6» 

7 / T O T » , Oc t . 27» 1944, p» 7* 
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wer e unani mous i n s t at i nr  t hnt  be frot  what  wr R comi ng t o 

hi m. Even gent l e Mr s . 1?*maguehi  s ai d: 

I  he ar d he ma â a l ot  of  p r o f i t . The i fant anar  gr oup 

aei d t o hi m, *Xf  you don't  el oae t he door  of  your  s t or e, 

we ' l l  l ey you f l a t . 1 Thi s was somet hi ng OK t o do . The 

peopl e l i ke t he wsnsanar  gr oup f or  t h i «. " 1 / ( » a . YSmaguchi  

msant  t hat  i n a onse l i ke t h i s , t hr eat s we7e not  t o be condemned.) 

Mr s� Y©masbi t® pl aced Tambora i n the aome cat egor y wi t h 

Ar  i t a ka and Abe 3 

"Anot her  i nu wng war ned a f ew day® ago . Mr . Tsmbar a of  bl ook 
81 was sel l i ng some of  t he t hi ngs ha ha st or ed i n f ct a a war ehouse . 
They wer e hi e own t hi nga and he was sel l i ng them at  t hr ee or  f our  
t i mes the p r i o t . Soros body bl ackmai l ed h i ». They wr ot e hi ®, 
'Woul d you l i ke t o see anot her  Hi t oai ? ' f í e ol osed hi s door . But  
he1 a pr obabl y ael l i ng t hi ngs i n hi s back yar d now." 2 / 

Mr . K . et at ed bl unt l y ; 

" i f  Tambar a had been k i l l ed 1 t hi nk ever ybody i n oamp woul d 

hove r ej o i c ed, j ust  as t hey di d whan Hi t o ml  was k i l l ed. " 1 / 

Thr eat s , however , wer e not  l i mi t ed to per sons of  Mr . 

Tambar a's c har ac t er . Rumor s of  t hr eads agai ns t  non- re segr egat i oni s t s 

per s i s t ed, » a . Yo mague hi  t ol d tbe wr i t er  t hat  she knew t hr eat s w * « 

bei ng made but  her  husband woul d t e l l  her  not hi ng about  t hem. 4 / Mr . 

Nomur a, Busi ness Manager  of  t he Cooper at i ve Ent er pr i ses was al s o the 

r ec i pi ent  of  t hr eat s agai nst  hi s l i f e . 5 / 

ATTI TUDES TCftA?n TI E PTf f i SHSWTBt  S TSCTI OH 

Oooaai ow»l l y the wr i t er  was dr awn i nt o a di scuss i on an the 

comi ng pr eai dent i al  el ec t i o n. Sever al  t i mes she was asked i f  

�he t hought  Dewey had a chance t o wi n . One t hi ng i s oer t ai n, 

t he camp was ext r emel y ant i - Roosevel t . Mr . YOmasMt a r emsr ksd 

r egr et f ul l y t hat  ha f e&r d t hat  Boose ve I t  woul d ba r e- el ect ed 

and added 1 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 26, 1944, p . . 2 , 

7 / T F g . , Oc t . 24, 1944, p . 2 . 

v i b r a r . , oo t . s o , 1944, p . e . 

T / i n a * . , Oc t . 26, 1944, p . 2 . 
F / 1 O T . , p . o . 
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"Even i f  YT � Dewey 1 e c i cot ed i t  wi l l  be the pol i oy 

of  t he gover nment  to gi ve t he J p̂ s Ws f  more f r eedom* Be l ocat i on 

hasn't  been successf ul * I I  i s not  because t hey want  the 

J apanese t o have more f r eedom, but  the Amer i can government  i s n' t  

i n P pos i t i on anymore t o f ae 1 t he necess i t y of  t oe pi ng t he 

J apanese peopl e i n cent er s* They have l ear ned by t hi s t i ne t hat  

the J apanese ar e not  ¿anger ous al i ens *" l / 

I t  i s pr obabl e t hat  � Ya ma shi t e f or esaw the openi ng of  

the Pac i f i c Coast  whi ch was t o hove such an i mpor t ant  ef f ec t  on 

the ac t i v i t i es of  the Ties* grr  gat  i on Gr oup's Sel nen- dan, I f  he 

f or esaw the vi gor  whi ch t hi s deoi s i on was t o gi ?e hi s or gani sat i on 

and the t  re r oe ol ous i ncr ease i n the ef f eot  i vef l ess of  hi s pr opaganda 

whi oh was t o r esul t , ho was ast ut e i ndeed* On Oct ober  27t h the 

wr i t er  saw a l et t er  f r om Mr  � Okamoto who br ought  t he ,%c?U t o Tul a 

Tjstea on behal f  of  the st ockade det ai nees and who was t hen ser vi ng 

a term f or  Sedi t i on i n whi ch Okamoto st at ed t hat  "The J apanese' 

onl y hope i n t hi s o unt r y was? i f  nswey was el ec t ed," 2/  

ASSOC M I OR OF i iASEKTS TO BSE? BOYS POUT 0? U . S . AP\ !Y 

t gt e i n Sept ember  of  1944 a r epr esent at i ve of  the F BI  oaae 

t o Tul e take t o i nvest i gat e some pecul i ar  ac t i v i t i es on the 

par t  of  J apanese ser vi ng i n the Uni t ed St at es Ar my* Twel ve or  

f our t een of  t hese sol di er s had been gi ven f ur l ouehs and had 

oome to Tul e rslee to spend the f 'tne wi t h t hei r  f ami l i es* 

Af t er  t hey hoc? been i n the cent er  f or  a shor t  t i me, t hey sent  

l et t er s t o the aut hor i t i es s t at i n* t hat  they had deci ded t o 

appl y f or  r  pat r l ot i on. These l et t er s wer e ext r emel y si mi l ar  

i n forto and some appear ed t o be oopi ee* '"hen quest i oned, t he 

young men st at ed t hat  t hey had oomc t o t hei r  dec i s i on because 

no one i n Tul e Take woul d have anyt hi ng t o do wi t h t êm* 

Al t hough no or gar i r et  i on was uncover ed at  t hi s t i me, l at er , 

by chance, c Caucasi an i n the wel f ar e Seot i on di scover ed 

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 7, 1944, p . 2 . 
r / l OT . , Oct * 27, 1944, p . 4 . 
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t hat  an or gani eat i onof  par ent s , devot ed to t he cause of  

set t i ng t hei r  sons out  of  t he Army di d exi st  I n the âr msmr  

Sec t i on. - What  set  i on was t aken by the aut hor  i t i es , t  Ya 

wr i t er  dot s not  know� 

COKTI KPED ACTI VI TI ES OF RESE33E0ATI 0S SKOPP 

DP . Op 1er  noted the f i r s t  appear s nee of  J apans so st yl e 

hei r  out s or  boss iti  mi d - October  . As he r el at es» the new 

s t  u "»G t ook hol d s l onl y . I t  was not  unt i l  ear l y December  

when the Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce and the Array Hear i ng Boar d« 

began aot i v i t i «a at  the pr oj ect  t hat  the f ashi on of  shavi ng the 

head/ become obl i gat or y f or  the members of  the 3ei nen- don 

and by f or ce of  pr essur e «as adopt ed by rrany non- members t o 

avoi d or  I t  i o i sm, or  as one man put  i t , "as camouf l age" � I t  

l e ver y pr obabl e that  t he members of  the se l ne d̂an shaved 

t hei r  heads f or  the i mpor t ant  December  8t h cer emony. Opl er  

r ebat es the f ol l owi ng i noi dent t  

" i n war d V I I  t hey (Sokoku) ohanged hai r cut . Al  an 
eveni ng nee t i ng i n the Tar d, th« War d l eader , an ex s t ockade 
det ai nee, announced t hat  ' i t  was deei r eabl e f or  a l l  J apaneee 
yout h t o have ( t r ane. ) 'Hal f - i nch out " The r eal  r eason 
f or  t hi s announcecent  was to make the yout h br eak shar pl y 
wi t h e l l  t hi ngs / .t xr i can i ncl udi ng dr ess end gr oomi ng. Be 
next  asked how many were wi l l i ng , of  al most  200 boys l i ned 
up af t er  mar chi ng exer c i s es , onl y ebout  t went y boys st epped 
f or war d t o s i gni f y wi l l i ngnes s . I t  was t hen expi ai nt d t hat  
�a l l  shoul d l ook l i ke the yout h of  J apan t oday 1. . . On 
»tottday, the Sokoku boye èf  War d VI I had 'hal f - I nch c u t 1 , a 
f ew of  the more At ner i onni zed l aughi ng at  t hei r  own t r ansf or mat i on. Xf  

THE KSEBTBG HI  I fcUCAHM? SEC TI P H OK OCTOBER 21 

On the ni ght  of  Oct ober  81, the Sokoku Kenkyu st eged a cer emoni al  

i nduct i on i n the bl ock 84 me es hal l  at  whi ch bot h Wekeyama and 

YWmashl t a spoke. Two hundr ed boys wer e i nduct ed and 800 per sons or « 

sai d t o have at t ended the met i ng» 2 / The most  not ewor t hy par t  of  the 

1/ op. c l t . , p . 5 . 
r / ST o o r î ï ng t o Dr . Opl er , Commut  i t y Anal y s i s , "Weekl y Fepor t  on 

"" Cent er  Tr ends ," Oc t . 27, 1944, p . 2 . 
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meeting were the r&dl oal  statements uttered by MR* 

Wakayama. Possi bl y he was fl ashed wi th hi s saooess i n the 

matter of the beat i ng of Botober 15, for he made saoh rash 

and vi ol ent statements that the camp buzzed wi th them for 

weeks and even the admi ni strat i on heard aboat them* He 

urged the young men to vi ol ence, promising that he would 

take oare of them* To emphasize hi s poi nt , he sai d: "Dai no 

muehl  wo tasukeru ni wa; sho no mushl  wo korosanekereba 

nar anu," which was transl ated by an informant as "To save 

the bi g shots we have to ki l l  the smal l  guys*" 1/ 

' At thi s meeting wakayama al so proposed hi s pl an of 

oomnunal  ool i Ai zat i on for those of the Tul e Lake resi dents 

who returned to J aoan under the auspi ces of the Resegregati on 

Group* The w i ter ohanohed to oal l  upnn Mr* Wakayama two 

days after he del i vered thi s orat i on* H& di d not mention 

hi s remark about "ki l l i ng the smal l  guys" but expl ained hi s 

i dea of the oommunal  return to J apan* 

"I f they are going bade to J apan i ndi vi dual l y, they wi l l  
regret very much as to thei r l i vi ng i n J apan, i n that oountry 
where everything i s di fference from the Uni ted States* The 
peopl e i n J apan work hard, l ong hours|  they can stand the 
poor food* 

"But the boys and gi r l s who have l ed an easy l i fe i n 
thi s oountry cannot oomnete wi th the J ananese. I tol d them 
the onl y way they coul d do thi s i s to go back in a group, 
to work mutual l y for thei r exi stence* Otherwise i t wi l l  be a 
fai l ure* Otherwi se, i f they fro back i ndi vi dual l y, they might 
as wel l  stay i n the Uni ted stal es* 

"I made thi s statement the ni ght before l ast in the 
newl y organi zed Young Men's Associ at i on* Some of the peopl e 
sai d, 'That 's the onl y thi ng we've been worrying about�' I 
feel  that unl ess they do thi s they would be a l i abi l i t y to 
thei r fami l i es and the oountry* I ndi vi dual l y, they wi l l  get 
di sgusted in three to si x months. I thi nk they shoul d go 
back as a group and make thei r owh communi t y. But I heard 

1/ R. Hankey, Notes. Oct . 30, 1944, p* 4* A more l i terary 
t ransl at i on i s: "For the survi val  of the l arger cause, we 
may have to sacr i f i ce the smal l er cause*" 
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that many peopl e, especi al l y from Ward I I y objected to the 
proposal . I have heard al so that they are saying that 
wakayama i s doing thi s for hi s own personal  s e l f i s h n e s s l / 

Wakayama thereup on predi cted that there might so on be a 
spl i t wi thi n the Resegregation Groups 

"One thi ng might devel op and that i s that the Resegre-
gat ion Groan might be spl i t in two. I have a hunch. The 
second group would be the one that doesn't want to go back 
to J apan immediatel y. There might be two fact i ons*" 2/ 

Thi s remark may have been stimul ated by the fact that 

after Wakayama escorted the young men to vi ol ence and promised 

the protect i on, the more caut i ous Yamashi ta arose and denied 

that wakayama18 group was a part of the Resegregati on Groups 

"Then Yamashi ta stood up next and sai d, 'Our group i s 
not for vi ol ence. Our idea i s not to do harm to the non* 
eegregants. Thi s group (WAkayama' s) i s not a member of oar 
group.' He sai d �iftm very sorry that the resegrega&ts are 
taki ng to vi ol ent act i ons»1" 

The informant who attended thi s Meeting addeds 

"Among the resegregsnts there i s one group al ready 
agai nst vi ol ence, a modest group, and then Wakayama's 
vi ol ent si de." 3/ 

Mr . Ishl gaml  al so spoke in mess hal l  8 and made a 

si mi l ar statements 

"Mr . Ishigami stated that the organi zat i on (Sokoka) 
wasn't for Mr* Wakayama and that he di dn't have anything to 
do wi th i t ." 4/ 

Mr . K. was not Impressed by Mr . wakayama's i dea of 

oommanal  l i f e i n J apans 
«»«•«•••«»«•••«a»«» mm mm mm — mmmmmmmmrnrn mmmmmmrnm mmmt mmmmmmmmmtmmmmmmmrn mmmmmm mmmmmm mtmmmm mmmm mmmm m» — mm mm mm *m mm mmmmmrnmmmmmm 

1/ I t i s amnsing that Wakayama put forward thi s pl an at the 
time when the Res gregation Group was doing al l  in i ts 
power to brrink ¿ai and Karatomi as Communists i n the eyes 
of the center resi dents« 

2/ H. Hankey, Notes, Oot . 23, 1944, pp. 3- 4. 
3/ i bi d.. Nov, 5, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
X]  TgTd. . Feb. 28, 1946, p. 5. 
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"I n some respects what Wakayama Is preaching l ooks 
reasonabl e. But I f we go back before or for several  years 
after the war , we are going to be regimented and not 
al l owed to do as we pl ease. The government wi l l  put you 
In the pl ace where you are best f i t t ed. In many ways what 
he tel l s to the peopl e seems reasonabl e. But knowing hi m. 
I have my doubts. 9 

"He made a very serious statement that night which 
you shoul d watoh out f or ." 1/  

The statement to which M», K. referred was Wakayama>3 

remark that the smal l  #ust di e that the great may l i ve. 

K. conti nued! 

"That 's a vory ser i ous statement. He arouses and 
agi tates the peopl e. He tr i es to t ^e the credi t when things 
go good and pretends he had nothing to do wi th i t when 
things go bad." 

Of Yamashi ta1s speech, K. sal dt 

"I had a vague idea from what Yamashl ta s- I d that he 
suspects Wakayama for the kind of person he i s. It may be 
he wi l l  be ki cked out . I f he i s, thank God. I f he's 
not , then there may be t roubl e. Wakayama has l ost the 
respect of a consi derabl e number of peopl e due to hi s 
very vi ci ous statements he made. 

"Thei r organi zat i on is so wel l  formed now, i t may 
not be so easy to break. But i f i nternal  di ssent i on 
takes pl ace and the organi zati on i s severel y cr i t i ci sed 
(by the peopl e) I thi nk they wi l l  di sband. The resi dents 
wi l l  l ose i nterest . I expect thi s to take pl ace wi thi n a 
month -  perhaps before the 10th of November." 

The wr i ter di sagreed wi th K. , stat i ng that she 

thought some of the l eaders so fanati cal  that no amount 

of di stent i on would cause them to gi ve up. K. repl i ed 

that i f the group spl i t up the l eaders woul d stru gl e 

on but the break would make them l ose the respect of 

the peopl e. 2/ 

The fol l owi ng day Reverend Tsuha del i vered a speech 

which was al so marked by vi ol ent statements. Wi thi n a 

1 / i b i d . , o c t . 2 3 , , 1 9 4 4 , ; : i r  

y T E T 3 . . Oc t . 30, 1944 , p . 5 . 
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a few days the camp buzzed wi th the news that Tsuha 

had sai d, "There are qui te a number of ki l l er s in thi s 

organi zat i on." For thi s statement Tsuha was strongl y 

cr i t i ci sed. Mr . K. expressed the peopl es' general  sentiment 

when he said* "I never expected that from a pr i est«* 1/ 

Except for the vi ol ent statement quoted a ôve, Dr« Opl er 

gave a better account of thi s speech than the wr i ter was 

abl e to proourei 

"Reverend Tsuha del i vered a compl i cated, i f not 
confused l eoturo on Or i ental  and Occi dental  Val ues« The 
audience was due to be myst i f i ed and dazzl ed anpl  the speaker 
apol ogi zed al l  through tho process of dazzl ement that he 
was unprepared and hadn't organi zed the l ecture � real l y« 
Some l i ked l t t and some coul dn't comprehend« The Or i ent , 
he sai d, was spi r i t ual i st i c; the Oocl dent mater l al i stc« 
The latterfts Interest in such theori es as the 'st ruggl e 
for exi stence' was part of i ts 'get as much as you can' 
phi l osophy« The West bel i eved in i ndi vi dual  struggl e; the 
East In organi zed progress« Onl y Hi t l er (I ) had been able-
to catch the l i ght of the 3ast and think in terms of group, 
nat i on, etc« Yes, the J ews were the bl i ght of the earth -
� for several  paragraphs« The Orient bel i eved In group 
consci ence, based on a fami l y conscience« Hi t l er , of course, 
borrowed the Aryan myth and the idea of nat i onal  consciousness 
from the bushido of iww the J apanese« Pl ato's wai rior- king 
state al so came from the Bast . Thus, or i ental s are phi l osophers 
and we must t rai n for the state� " 2/ 

On the same day Reverend Tsuha del i vered another speech and 
made an accusati on w :l ch aroused the anger of the ¡residents of 

Ward VI I « Mrs. Yamaguohi , one of the resi dents ofj. Ward VI I , 

t  
tol d the story: 

"Reverend Tsuha made a very unreasonabl e statement about 
the Ward VI I teaohers« Reverend Tsuha sai d in hi s sermon 
l ast Sunday that a certai n teacher in here said tha\ t the 
attaok J apan made on Pearl  Harbor was r i di cul ous« He sai d 
that i f that teacher sai d such a t Hng, they ought to knock 
him down or ki l l  him« 

"The people in Ward VI I got very angry and asked the 
pr i nci pal  i f any teacher ha i d such a thing» No teacher 
di d« The teachers are very angry« When they go back to 
J apan, i f anybody thinks that one of them sai d such f 
thing it wi l l  be ter r i bl e for Jihem« 

V i bi d. 
0£ « c l t «« p« 6« 
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"I know that they are pl anni ng to take smme drast i c 
steps. They wi l l  probabl y r esi gn. They have hel d off 
for a few days because one of the teachers In Ward VI I 
di ed and they are wai t i ng for after hi s funeral * 

"Reverend Tsuha said thi s at the Ward VI I church. 

"My husband went to him and sai d, 'Why di d you 
say suoh a thing? I f you have evi dence. I t 's al l  r i ght .' 
But Reverend Tsuha sai d that was onl y what hehad hoar d, 
I heard that the head of the/ reverends (Buddhi st) has 
become very worried about I t . That 's Mr . Hiahikawa who 
Is a good fr i end of Geor ge's. 1/ 

Tsuha, however, apol ogi zed for the statement and the 

matter was dropped. Neverthel ess, he has not forgi ven 

by the WArd VI I r esi dents. Reverend Tsuha's statement 

about ki l l er s al so caused some perturbation among the 

Rese.gr  gatl cn Group's l eader s. A few days after It 

was made, Mrs. Matsuda tol d the wr i ter that Reverend 

Tsuha had been making some statements in fun and that 

fool i sh peopl e were taking them ser i ousl y» 

THE KKIFIMQ IE MANZANAR SECTIQK 

On October 50th, Sawada, Wakayama's r i ght hand man, 

credi ted by honest Informants wi th bei ng the l eader 

of the group whi ch beat IUtoml 'sbrother , Morl moto, Ar l taka 

and Abe, and several  other men, kni fed the son of a man 

who, though a Resegregat l onl st , was very host i l e to 

V/akayama. The arrest and t r i al  which fol l owed gave 

Walcayama and Yamashl ta the opportuni ty to prove that 

1/ i bi d.. Oct . 26, 1944, p. 1. 
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t hsy "ooul d t ake onr e of  t hei r  men" and pr ove i t  t hey d i d . 

The v l o t I n gave l ee« i nor i r ai nat l ne t est i nor y ever y t i ne he 

t es t i f i ed and at  t hs f i na l  t r l ea l , asked f or  ol enenoy f or  

Sawada, 80 ol ever l y was t he i nol dent  handl ed t hat  t he pr oj ect  

At t or ney , Mr , Noyes, never  doubt ed t hat  t he et or y t ol d by t he 

v l ot  i n and def endant  wae t r ue, Thi e et o r y , a 8 r el at ed by MR. 

Noyce, went  as f o l l awej  

"I t  ssene t hat  t hr ee young men wer e on t hs way t o J apanese 

�ohool  at  about  8j 46 i n the eveni ng. They paseed t wo i s sei  and 

not i oed t hat  t he msn wer e ur i nat i ng. Accor di ng t o t hs boye, 

one of  the ol der  men oal l ed an i neul t  t o t hesi . One of  t he boys 

t ur nsd and made f or  t hen. Hi e f r i ende t r i ed t o hol d hi m book 

and t hs l ns ul t er 'e l t eel  f r i end t r i ed t o r eet r ai n h i n . Wor ds 

wer e exohanged. Suddenl y the l eeel  drew a kf t i f e, sl ashed t he 

young man aor oee the f ac e , sever i ng the t empor al  ar t er y and 

r et ur ned t he kni f e to hi e pooket  eo f aet  t hat  nei t her  of  t hs 

boyd saw ths k n i f e . (Pr obabl y nei t her  of  t hs boye oar ed or  

dar ed t o admi t  t hat  t hey eaw the k n i f e , p . H.) 

"Even t he bo y / w0unded sai d t hat  at  f i r s t  hs t hought  he 
had been eor at ched. The J apanese I nt er r * l  Secur i t y does not  
eeem eager  t o pr «ee t he 0aee and i t  l e r umor ed t hat  ths def endant  
i s a f r i end of  J f cnashi t a, The at t ack t ook pl aoe i n bl ook 78. 
Ther e i s no evi dence what ever  t hat  i t  l e t i ed up i n any po l i t i oal  
mat t er , 9 

1 

"The def endant  wae t ur ned over  f or  t r i al  t o t he Count y 
Aut hor i t i ee and i a bei ng hel d on $1000 ba i l . " 1/ 

The Pr oj ect  At t or ney ant i c i pat ed t hat  t her e woul d be pr eseur e 

f r on Sawada's bl ook i n t hs f or n of  a pet i t i on ext o l l i ng hi e 

ohar aot er . Si nc e, however , the mat t er  was now out  of  t hs WVA 9� 

hands , t he pet i t i on ooul d do no poeei bl e good. 

The wr i t er ' s two J apansee f r i ende who kept  t hei r  eyee on 

Waknynma's ac t i v i t i es had ver y di f f er ent  s t or i ee t o t e l l . 

Mr  � K . so i d: 

" l  wonder  what  Mr . Wakayana 18 f eel i ng t odey . Be def i n i t el y 

t ol d ths peopl e i n t hs nseehai l  t hat  he'd assume any r eeponei bi l i t y . 

The l i t t l e f el l owe must  di e eo t he bi g f el l oee nay l i ve.® That 's a 

ver y agi t at i ng et at ement  t o nske i n J ap amee, He j uet  t ol d t he 

peopl e t o go ahead and do anyt hi ng t hey »ant . ' I ' l l  st and 
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r es pons i bl s , ' he s a i d . Thi s nan (Sawada) di d i t , and ha ' » 
i n j ai i  now« 

"Whan ha aae ar r est ed by the col oni al  pol i o« I  wee t ol d 

t hat  Wa kayo ma and T*n»shi t a and anot her  per eon went  an! asked 

f or  hi « r el eas e, s t at i ng t hat  he was a ver y nl oe per son. But  

i nst ead tha pol i os i mpr i soned hi m. Wal nyame wag not  abl e t o 

af f sot  hi s r el eas e. I  wonder  how he f eel s t oday. Pr obabl y 

tha peopl e f eel  t hat  what  he t el l s you sni  what  ha ooui d do 

ar s two di f f er ent  t h i i ê . " 

Theee i nt r i gui ng hi nt s wer e t oo muoh f or  t he wr i t er  and, 

abandoni ng J apaneee r oundabout  spsseh, shs asked f l a t l y , "Ar s 

you t ai l i ng me t hat  t hi e kni f i ng had po l i t i c al  s i gni f i oanot t " 

Mr . K . answer ed ae di r s o t l y , " I  os r t ai nl y am." He oont i mr ads 

"The J apaneee I nt er nal  secur i t y i s af r ai d i t  wi l l  be 
beat en up. I f  t her e wer e no or gani sat i on, t hey mi ght  have 
spoken t hei r  mi nd. The man (Sawada) i s a f anat i c al  suppor t er  
o f  t h f  Sokuj i  Ki koku (Peeegr egat l on Or oupl . Mow i f  he's r el eased, 
YOmashi t a and *ai cayama w i n f s s l  so pr oud t hat  doubt l ees t hey wi l l  
do somet hi ng r eal l y s er i ous ." A / 

Mr . K . bel i eved t hat  Sawada woul d get  hi e J ust  dsser t s on 

t hi s oooas l on. But  he got  o f f  wi t h 90 daye. The event s of  t hs 

t r i al  wer s nar r at ed by t he Pr oj sot  At t or ney! 

"On the 6t h I  got  wor d t hat  t he Di s t r i c t  At t or ney was 

goi ng to gi ve f ci m (Sawada) a ohanoe. Ha sai d hi e f r i ends 

ooul d meet  wi t h t he pr i soner  and al so msst  wi t h t hs Di s t r i o t  

At t or ney and have a di ecues i on so t hat  t hs man wn *d f c s l  he 

wac gi ven a f ai r  t r i a l  and t hat  hi s Ci v i l  F i ght s bssn 

p r o mo t ed, My onl y pos i t i on on t he whol e deal  hae bean one 

of  a neut r al  obeor ver  t o ess t hat  t he man was t ol d he coul d 

empl oy oounoi l  and t hat  a f ai r  di ecues i on of  t he pr obabi l i t i es 

of  t he oaee was hel d wi t h hi m -  what  t he pr obabi l i t i es wer e I f  

he pl eaded i nnocent  or  gu i l t y . My pol i cy w»e t o keep out  of  

bei ng i n t he mi ddl e. Ther ef or e, i n hol di ng t he meet  i n? at  t hs 

Di et r i c t  At t or ney 's of f i ce bef or e the t r i a l , I  i ns i st ed on 

t heee poi nt s} t hat  any dec i s i on t o be mads on t hs pl ea had t o 

bs the pr i soner 's own, af t er  h i s own cons i der at i on, 

"Ths Di s t r i ot  At t or ney st at ed t hat  he «ae not  goi r * t o 
pr ess f or  a penet ent i ar y sent ence." 

The wr i t er  aekad what  had oaueed the Di s t r i o t  At t or ney 

t o oo me t o t hi e dec i s i on, t o � No ye s r ep l i ed: 

V t b l d . , Nov. 6, 1944, p , 3 . 
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" 1) t he nat ur e of  the evi dence |  2) t he a- ?e of  the def endant ; 
3) the f eet  t hat  hi s past  r ecor d we* c l ea r . ( �) 

"Yf cmashi t a, wi t h t wo ot her  f r i snds ©f  the def endant  

went  �l ong t o the t r i al  at  Al t ur aa. He was ver y gr ac i ous 

and po l i t e. He addr essed t he Di s t r i c t  At t or ney es �your  

honor 1« I n t he di scuss i on 
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which was hel d In the Di st r i ct Attorney's of f i ce in the 
presence of the pr i soner , he asked the Dl st r l ot Attorney 
what he would advi se they shoul d db . The Di st r i ct Attorney 
sai d, ' I f the man, aft r consul t i ng hi s own conscience 
honestl y bel i eved he di d not commit the assaul t wi th the 
kni f e, he shoul d pl ead not gui l t y. I f , after consul t i ng 
hi s own consci ence, he fel t he di d commit the cr i me, he may 
as wel l  pl ead gui l ty and take some medeol ne.1 (In the 
l at ter case) the Di st r i ct Attorney sai d heQwoul d make a 
recommendation to the court and would peranal l y pl ead for 
mercy -  for a county J ai l  sentence. 

"Yamashl ta expl ai ned thi s to the defendant . The 
defendants stated that he real i zed that what he di d was 
wrong and that he woul d pl ead gui l t y. After the conference 
I afeked Yamashl ta whether he fel t that the conference was 
handl ed in a f ai r manner and whether the defendant was 
happy that he had hi s fr i ends there. He sai d i t was 
handl ed f ai r l y. 

"When Yamashl ta and hi s fr i ends can» in the Dl st r l ot 
Attorney got up and shook hands wi th them and welcomed 
them in a very f r i endl y manner. 

"Dur i ng the enti re prcedure l amashi ta tr i ed to make 
i t sound as i f Jhe wer n't a personal  fr i end of the defendant 1s, 
that he was not one of the~del egates, that" he was J  us t an 
Intermedi ary. 

"I t was al so expl ai ned to the defendant JckxX and hi s 
fr i ends that the Di st r i ct Attorney's recommendations were 
in no way bi ndi ng on the bour t , that they were advi sory, 
but that they were usual l y given consi derabl e wei ght ." 

The wr i ter then asked i f Yamashl ta had attempted to 

eontact Mr. Moyes before the t r i al . She was tol d that he 

had oome in soon after Sawada's  ̂ ar r est , wi th two del egates. 

"The compl aining wi tness at the concl usion of hi s 
testimony took tho stand -  and al l  dur i ng hIs testimony at 
the t r i al  he di d not test i fy as strongl y as he had before -
and sai d, "H! wi l l  appreci ate your gi vi ng thi s man as l i ght a 
sentence as possi bl e. The Internal  Secur i ty of f i cer 
(J apanese) concurred too. 

"Yamashl ta and the defendant made a pl edge in open 
court that what the defendant di d was bad. that he would not 
dr i nk anymore and that he would not do thi s act agai n. 1/ 

Sawada got of f wi th the extremel y l i ght sentence of 90 

1/ I bi d., Nov. 7, 1944, pp. 234. 
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days In the county j ai l . After t el l i ng thi s story, 

however , the Proj ect Attorney stated that he was di sappoi nted 

in Yamashi ta. "How so?" asked the wr i t er . "I 've heard that 

he and the others are pol ng around beat i ng thei r chests and 

sayi ng. %I di d I t al l f t i  The wr i ter hersel f recei ved several  

accounts of the braggi ng whi ch Yamashi ta and Wakayama were 

doing over thi s si gnal  success* 

THE MBI J I 3ETSU CKR&MONY 

The admi ni strat i on al l owed the resi dents a f /ul l  

hol i day for thi s Important ceremony whi ch coimremorates the 

bi r t h of the Bmperor Mei j i f the grandfather of the present 

Emperor. El aborate preparati ons were made by several  

organi zat i ons in camp, the J apanese Language school s in 

par t i cul ar . The Resegregati on Group, compri sing I t 's 

two organi zat i ons, the young mens1 group or Sokoku Kcnikytt 

Sel nen- dan. and the adul t group, the Sokuj 1 Kl koku Hoshi~ 

dan determined to have the most impressi ve ceremony of 

al l  and to i nsure t hi s, determined to get the use of the 

outdoor stage In the main f i r ebr eak. In spi te of some 

opposi t i on from the Kokunl n Qakko, the campwide J apanese 

l anguage School :, they succeeded. The He segregati on Group 

appl i ed for permission to di spl ay the J apanese f l ag on 

the pl at form, but thi s was deni ed them. I nstead, they 

gavo the pl ace of honor to a banner on which the Ki ml gayo. 

the J apanese nat i onal  anthem, was i nscr i bed. On October 

25th Mrs. Matsuda tol d the wr i ter that the Resegregat i on 

Group had reserved the outdoor stage for thi s occasion 

many months befor e, thereby outwi tt i ng both the Kokumln 
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Gakko and the Ci vi c Organi zat i ons who appl i ed for i t 

l at er . She was very happy about t hi s, l / Mr /. Yamaguchi , 

a teacher in the Kokumln Gakko was not so happy. On 

November 2nd he cheer ful l y tol d the wr i ter that hi s school  

was going to hol d thei r Mel j l  Setsu exerci ses on the outdoor 

stage at 9s30 a. m. "That 's st range," sai d the wr i ter , 

"I 've been asked to come and see the Soku.j i  Kl koku hol d 

thei r ceremony there at l OtOO a. m." "That can't be," sai d 

Mr. Yamaguchi , "We won't be through for two hours. What 's 

going to happen wi th everybody wanti ng to cel ebrate therel " 2/ 

The wri ter sai d nothing but thought to hersel f that the 

okumln Gakko woul d give way, which i t di d. How the matter 

was sett l ed the wri ter di d not di scover . The Kokumln Gakko 

probabl y used the Mghschool  audi tor i um, which was J ust as 

wel l  for them as the day proved most i ncl ement. The other 

l anguage school s, the Dai Towa of bl ock 25 and the Nippon 

Kokumln Gakko of Ward VI found l ess desl reabl e pl aces. 

On October 27th the wr i ter had a very i nterest i ng 

tal k wi th Mr. Kato, who by thi s time had confessed to 

her that he was one of the shining l i ghts of the Hesegregation 

Group andhad, moreover, establ i shed very good rel at i onshi ps 

wi th Mr. Wakayama. "I ought not to t el l  you t hi s," he sai d, 

"but there is not going to be any troubl e here before November 

3rd because i f that happened we would not be al l owed to use 

the outdoor stage for the Mel j i  Setau exerci ses and we might 

have a hard time expl ai ni ng that after we get to J apan. But 

after that , there i s going to be feig t roubl e. Natural l y, 

1/ I bi d,, Oct . 26, 1944, p. X. 
y T5T3T.. Nov. 2, 1944, p. 1. 
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can1t t el l  you j ust what I 'm going to do, but I 'm 99$ 

sure we're going to do l t .n Kato added that he now had 

a tremeddous amount of baekl ng and was In Jt very good 

wi th Yamashl ta and Wakayama. Had the wri ter pressed 

him, he would probabl y have given more informstIonj 

but si nce she was In a very precarious posi t i on, she 

pr forrod to l et wel l  enough al one. Kato stated several  

times dur i ng the i ntervi ew, "I 'm not afrai d of going to 

j a i l / 1/ 

On November 1, the wr i ter had a di scussi on wi th 

Dr . Opl er in which she attempted to cl ar i fy the matter 

of the names of the organi zat i ons wi thi n the Fesegregatl on 

Group. The wri ter i nsi sted that the young men1s organi zat i on 

had not changed i ts name and that i t was the adul t group 

which #as now bei ng termed Sokoj l  Kl koku Koshl - dan. Dr . 

Opl er was unconvinced and stated, n I can't understand i t . 

I 've sent boys r i ght up to the throne to ask.n
 2/ I t 

might be added here that ant i ci pat i on of some type of 

anni versary demonstration was by thi s time running very 

hi gh among certai n members of the personnel . Al l  Caucasi ans, 

except members of the Internal  Secur i ty, were forbi dden to 

enter the col ony on November 3rd. The wr i ter , however, di d 

not hear of thi s prohi bi t i on and went i nto observe the 

Heso negat i on Group's ceremonies. 

THE MEI J I SBTBU CEREMONY 

The wri ter was i nterested not onl y in observing the 

ceremony but al so in obtni nl ng an Idea of how l arge 

1/ i bi d., Oct . 27, 1944, pp. 1, 4. 
2/ ToTcT.. «ov. 1, 1944, p. 1. 
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z*nkx *x the group of fervant Resegregat i onl sts might 

be. Ho one who si ncerel y supported the organi zat i on would 

absent hlras l f from a ceremony of thi s Importance. There 

wero not moro that 600 young men In the group which 

marched and not moro than 2000 adul t spectators. The 

young men marched in columns from a posi t i on ohouth of the 

stage to take up formation before the stage. However, 

they di d not "shake the earth wi th thei r tread" as had been 

sai d In the col ony. The adul ts formed themselves into 

rows faci ng the stage, but as a separate group. Hhe 

young men wore only thei r sui ts and did not move during 

the ceremony» They must have suffered cruel l y from the 

col d but al l  had pl aced thei r overcoats on the ground 

so as to part i ci pate more freel y In the ceremony and 

they did not put them on. A few hundred ol der people 

di d not go Into the f i rebreak and get Into l i ne but 

stood t i mi dl y on the si de l i nes and the wr i ter took 

her pl ace wi th them. The opening address was del i vered 

by Mr. Yamashl ta. Uc: I da, the dansho al so made a speech« 

The Imperial  Rescr i pt was reverentl y removed from I ts box 

and read al oud, the reader donning the necessary whi te 

g&ovee. Al l  present bowed to the r i si ng sun, hol di ng a 

posi t i on which would have appeared extremel y r i di cul ous 

had it not been accompanied by mani fest si ncer i ty and 

reverence. Meanwhi l ef a corps of bugl es i nexpert l y 

bul l ed several  patr i ot i c sel ect i ons. (The sun di d not 

show i ts f ace. Instead i ntermi ttent , i cy rai n showered 

down.) Several  songsv&ere then/ sung in uni son, one of 

which was the Klmlp;ayo. The chi ef speaker , Reverend 
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del i ver ed a lonir  addr ess whi ch l ast ed al most  en hour * The 

ool d i nor eased. occasi onal l y one of  ths ol der  peopl e «saksndd 

and put  on an over ooat  but  t he young men st ood and shi ver ed« 

A f ew cl ut ched the s l eeves of  t hei r  oo*t s sur r ept i t i ous l y« 

Ons bsoams i l l  and had t o bs ass i s t ed f r om the f i e l d* The 

oer emoni ee ended wi t h t hs shoud, "Dai  f l i ppon Tel koku, Bansal « 

Ba nsa 1'. Ba n»a i V When the cere moni es wer e ended, the wr i t er , 

who had stood as qui et l y as the J apanese, f ound her sel f  so 

s t i f f  f r om col d and i mpai r ed c i r cul at i on t hat  shs coul d scar cel y 

wal k« The pat hos and f ut i l i t y of  t hi s oer emoi y * *e deepl y 

movi ng* 1/ 

I HHI Bi r i OK OF MR. WAK&YAMft  

Af t er  Mr « Kfct o's ut subt l e hi nt  t hat  t he Wakayama gr oup 

wer e about  t o t ake aot i on, the wr i t er  kept  const ant l y on the 

� l er t  t o di soovsr  whi t  type of  aot i on was cont empl at ed« Mr  « 

K«, who had a good espi onage syst sm of  hi s own sai d t hat  he 

knew t hey wer e up t o somet hi ng but  woul d gi ve no det ai l s« 

I ndi cat i on of  pr essur e coul d be seen i n the f ear  of  MTe« Yamaguohi , 

who was bsgi nni ng t o wor r y about  her  hueband who had become not ed 

f or  hi e r esi st enoe t o ths Sokoku* on November  7t h the wr i t er  asked 

her  ooneer vat i ve f r i end okamot o i f  he had at t ended the Sokoku Mei j l  

Set su exer c i ses* He r epl i ed t hat  he had not , but  had gone i nst ead 

t o t hose gi ven by the Kokumi n qakko* Knowi ng t hat  he had been an 

ar dent  member  a f ew weeks bef or e, t hs wr i t er  drew t he f ol l owi ng 

i nt er est i ng ohange of  at t i t ude f r om hi nt  

" I  t r y t o avoi d ever yt hi ng* I  haven't  gone t o the meet i ngs* 
I  t ol d t hsm, ' I f  % »t ay i n your  oi ub I  have t o qui t  my j ob*1 

I t ' s not  onl y t hat , I  have t o avoi d any ot her  cr oud* I  j ust  put  
down my DI I M, but  I  don t  go t o the n*et i nge» 

1/ i bi d*, Nov« 8, 1944, pp. 1- 6. 
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" i 'm a f  ra i d i f  t hat  or gani sât  i ? n pro« a on at  i t  i f , i t  «111 

got  I nvol ved i n more pol  i t  l os* That 's «h y «f r o i d . They 

shoul d oonsi der  ever y s t ep. I  don't  «�� *hy t hose peopl e «ant  

to st ar t  bi g or  geni est  i ons . The ol d I s sel » maybe t hey «ant  

name and t i t l es («hen t hey get  t o J apan) . 

"The or gani sat i on i e br eaki ng f r om i nsi de beoauee of  

i ndi v i dual  r el at i ons and di f f er ences among the member s. Ther e 

l a so much f r l ot  i o n. 

"Most  of  t hs peopl e i n t hi s oent er  havs deci ded t o go 

beck t o j apan anyway. 

"Some of  the boy« ( i n the Manzanar  se o t  i on) ar e so s t i f f  

and t ough and har d t oo . F r ank l y , I  mysel f  am bei ng awf ul  

car ef ul  of  t hoss boy s . Ths y do somst hl ng ver / ext r eme, so I  

j ust  ki nd of  t eks mors osr s f ul  s t ep. I  ««t oh my l anguage." l / 

On November  6t h KT, K . agr eed wi t h t he «r i t er  t hat  the 

at t endance at  t he 1ft  l j l  Set  su sacr c l ee «as a f ai r  c r i t er i on of  

the ac t ual  st r engt h of  ths Fe segr egat i on Gr oup, ei ne« a l l  non« 

memvers had been f or bi dden t o at t end the cer emony. He had 

at t ended the cer emony i n hi s messhal l , si nos ever y bl ook 

hod I t s o«n cer emony. 

"Whoever  does not  t at o par t  i n i t  i s l ooked upon as not  

l oyal . Hs i s r eal l y not  J apanese. I t  l e a good t hi ng t hat  

WFA per mi t t ed i t *" 

Mr . K . al so r smsr ksd t hat  hs had bean I nf or med t hat  

Wakayana had pl anned t o beat  i n t «o or  t hr ee peopl es ' head« 

i n the l ast  «eck but  hod he I f  of f  because of  the Ms l j l  Sot en» 

K . had good r eason t o bsl l svs that  hs «as o m of  t hose on ths 

l i s t . 

"They ar e not  l eadi ng t hi  r es i dent s on t he r i ght  pat h or  

the r i ght  way . 

"Thi s one (gr oup) oal oul at e t hi ngs ver y oer ef ui l y bef or e 
t hey et er t  i t . I  «oul dn't  s«y t hi s i f  I  di dn't  know t he 
f ac t s . They ar « al ways say i ng, 'When we get  t her e. ' Whom do 
t hey meant  They t hi nk t hsy ar s goi ng to bs r egar ded. I f  t hey 
t hi nk t hey'r e goi ng t o f ool  t he J a pens no of f  l e l a I s i n J wpwa» 
t hey'r e goi ng t o make a mi st ake. 

"They have oar r l ed t hl nge t oo f a r , knocki ng i n t he heads 

1/ i bi d., J ul y 7, 1944, p. 3. 
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of  pe op f t © who ©re not  f or  thorn, J ust  be onus© I  don't  j o i n 
t hei r  o r gani sat i on, t hey say I 'm not  l oyal . How o o uM 
t hey measur e my l oyal t y t hat  way?" l / 

K . ' e l ast  compl ai nt  on t he Tt eeogr cget l on Or ot c s et t i ng/ 

t hemsel ves up as j ut ges on l oyal t y wo* r epeat ed wi t h i ncr eas i ng 

f r equsnoy I n the mont hs t hat  f ol l owed an! «as the most  common 

def ence put  up agai ns t  t he "you ar e not  ' t r ue j epansee' p̂ 

pr essur e . 

On November  l Ot h the wr i t er  cal l ed on Mr . Kftto wi t h 

the del i ber at e i nt ent  of  get t i ng h i « t o t e l l  what  pl ane 

f or  v i ol ence Mr . Wakayame had i n mi nd. Thi s was not  di f f i c u l t  

t o do and t he wr i t er  l ear ned t hat  the pl an was t o beat  up 

t w f l V i  i SB. o n t b f  a 9 n n i * h t  ei mul t aneousl y pr esent  Mr , 

Mycr  wi t h a pet i t i on si gned by t housands of  nsr ass, ask i ng f or  

t hs r emoval  of  Bas t . 

Chsok wi t h not es i n Ber k»l ey* 

The wr i t er  a*r <ed t hat  euoh a sequenoe of  event s woul d 

i ndeed as t oni sh the WRA, and made hast e t o i nf or m Mr  � K . of  

t hi s sepot aoul ar  pl an« Mr  � K . t ook t̂ he news oal ml y and t ol d 

t he wr i t er  henhad al r eady pr eot eot ed hi msel f  by pl aol ng a 

wr i t t en expose of  wakayame's compl i c i t y i n cer t ai n or l ml nal  

ac t s i n the hands of  «' f r i ends i n T4l o t ake and Mansanar . 

I f  he wer e at t acked t hese st at ement s war e t o be gi ven t o Mr  � 

Best  and t he F BI « The wr i t er  was ser i ous l y al ar msd and 

ur ged Mr . K« t o denounce v<ak»yama bef or e more 'nnooent  peopl e 

wer e beat en. K«, however , di d not  appear  t o be in- pressed by 

t he wr i t er 's ar gument s and st at ed t hat  he had* t he mat t er  wel l  

i n hand« 

1 / i b i d«, »0? « 6, 1944, p . 1 . 



At t i t ude of  t i e Admi n i s t r et  i on 

Si ngul ar l y enough, t hi s par t i cul ar  per i od was r egar ded 

by the admi ni s t r at i on as one of  the most  peacef ul  i n t he 

hi et or y of  Tul a r *k e. Dr . Opl er  be gen hi e r epor t  of  November  

16 as f o l l ows i  

" i t  has beeome t r i t e , ! n t r end r epor t a on Tul a t ake, 

f i r s t  t o pr edi ct  i r e' t hen r epor t  t he peace and qui et  of  t he 

cent er * Never  the l es s , ever  ei noe t he l i qui dat i on of  t he 

st ockade, t he pr ogr eea nade has been st eady end unmi et ekaebl e � 

� � � Thr ee r eaot i  ne have emer ged* 1) the oent er  has been 

i mpr oved si nce t he per i od of  l ast  November * * 2) Admi ni s t r at i on 

ant i c i pat es pr obl ems and f unot i n̂e ef f i c i ent l y * � *|  3) 

Admi ni s t r at i on di s r el s pr obl ems qui ok l y onoe t hey er i s e* � * The 

pr ooesF of  r eet or i ng conf i dence i n Admi ni et r et i on i e compl et ed*" l / 

Dr . Opl er  «as qui t e oor r eot  i n t hat  t he cent er  pr eaent ed en 

out var d �ypeer anoe of  ext r eme qui et * But  i t  »«s the omi noue qui et  

of  e mi e t y * Moet  r es i dent s wer e of  t he opi ni on t hat  t he cent er  t oed 

i mpr oved ei noe November  1943, but  t het  had been e t i me of  eueh 

mi ser y end anxi et y t het  en i mpr ovement  upon i t  woul d by no means 

guar ant ee a st at e of  oomfor t  or  s et i ef ec t i on* The wr i t er  not ed no 

i ndi cat i on t hat  r eei dent s wer e c r edi t i ng the edmi ni et r *t i on wi t h 

more ef f i o i enoy or  more di epet eh i n di epel l i ng pr obl ems» Ae f or  

conf i dence, t he admi ni at r at i  n had never  enj oyed eny conf i dence, 

eo none ooul d be r es t or ed* 

Dr * Opl er 1 s opt i mi sm was sher ed by Mr * Beet * On November  

10t h Mr  � Rober t son r epor t ed t hat  Mr * Beet  was eonvi nced t hat  t he 

col ony was i n a at at e of  except i onal  peace* No t r oubl e at  e l l  

wee ant i c i pat ed. The f aot i ons wer e f i ght i ng among t hemsel ves, 

but  e l l  el ee was ser eni * At  t he l est  s t af f  meet i ng Mr * Beet  had 

r eed a l et t er  f r om Di l l on Myer  whi oh st at ed t hat  Tul a rake was 

i n t he most  peecef ul  st at e t het  he hed ever  seen i t * Mor eover « 

l / WB A , Communi t y Ana l ye i e , "Spec ia l  He por t  on Cent er  Tr ende," 

~ Nov* 16, 1944, pp* 1, 2* 



Best  hod had a t al k wi t h Kat o and was ODnvi nced t hat  KM© 

«as bei ng ver y qui et  and had deoi ded to behave hi msel f  . l / 

K . CHBCKSiATES WAKAYAMA 

On November  20t h t he wr i t er  v i s i t ed Kat o and f ound 

hi m i n a st at s of  ext r eme depr ess i on* "Ther e i s n ' t  goi ng 

t o bs any t r oubl s f or  somt  t i me," he s t at ed, "not  f or  a 

l ong t i me*" I n hi s p i que, he denounced t he Kai - i ur at omi  

f ac t i ons 

"Ther e ar e t hr ee gr oups now� One gr oup i s our  gr oup, 

t he Reeegr egat i on Or oup. The ot her  gr oup i s t r yi ng t o hol d 

back our  gr oup beceuee t hey've mad© a mi st ake bef or e* We 

wer e wai t i ng f or  t hem t o oome out  and have Hever end Kai  be 

one of  t he adv i sor s and Kur at omi  one of  t he dansho or  bi g 

shot s of  t he * �» young men's as soc i at i on* They f or get  how 

r auoh has been done f or  t hem« 

"Ther e's not hi ng we c an do f or  qui t e some t i me« 

"I ' m f ed up wi t h t hi s oamp« They don't  want  t o bow 

t hei r  heads and come under  us« So t o save t hei r  f acee 

when t hey r et ur n t o J apan, t hey must  do somet hi ng« 

"The t hi r d gr ouo j «et  doss not hi ng« Thsy don't  gi vs 

a damn what  happens« Thsy do n ' t  bot her  us« Most  of  us 

r sal i s s t hat  ws 've been pl ayi ng t oo much of  a gsnt l sman 

ac t « Ws shoul d have done some t hi ng bef or e t hey s t a r t e d / 

K© t o added t hat  hi s gr oup knew t hat  ma say of  t hei r  

pl ans wer e bei ng r epor t ed t o t he admi ni s t r at i on and he 

knew who wae doi ng i t  

(Kai  and KUr et oml ), 2 / 

The wr i t er  deduced t hat  somet hi ng had caused Mr « 

Wakeyama to abandon hi s v i o l ent  pl an« Mr « K «, however , 

woul d not  t el l  her  whet  he had dons« A l l  he woul d say 

was t hat  one of  the chi ef  oounce l l or s of  t he gokuj i  Ki koku 

had cal l ed on hi m end had a l ong t al k wi t h hi m. Now hi  

viag sur e Wakayama was shi ver i ng i n hi s shoss* Thi s v i s i t o r  

sndsd by t el l i ng K« t hat  a f ew wssks bef or e We k» y am had 

l / B . Han key, No t es , Nov« 10, 1944, p . 6 . 

T / i b i d . , Nov . ¡J O, 1944, p . 2 . 
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been r< sponsi bl e f or  pevcr el  be®t i ngs , l / 

"The even t al k ©bout  each ot her « You eee ho« t hey er e« 

"They f i gur e I 'm not  bl uf f i ng* They don't  »ant  t o be 

dr agged out * They t® 11 «� i t  wasn't  t hem, but  I t  was t hi s 

guy (Wekayama)* 

"A f r i end of  mi ne spr ead t he t r ut h t o t *e peopl e of  

Mansamr  ( s ec t i o n ; . Those boya have such conf i de nee I n me 

t hat  t hey wi l l  r ot  t ol er at e at y nonsenee. Even t hat  bunch 

of  boya i n f j anzar j t r  (We kayarca' s sang) t hey wi l l  def i ni t el y 

rci fupc t o suppor t  hi m i f  he ever  oounsei s any vi ol enoe on 

we«, Kc wi l l  be ver y much sur pr i sed to hear  t hat . I  hol d 

t he r espect  of  t hose boys becauce I  was i n San Bi dr o ©l ong 

wi t h t hem." jfc/ 

Sever al  t aeeks l at er  t he wr i t er  l e»r r wd some of  t he 

det ai l s of  YX * K . ' s ocmr al gn f r om mutue 1* f r i ends . Mr * Abe 

gr ve the f o l l owi ng I nt er est i ng aooount i  

"Takayat sa was i n Ter mni al  I s l and bef or e t he war  and 

BO was K® So t hey know each ot her  f or  e l ong t i me and K* 

knows t he per sonal i t y of  "Wakeyame ap  ̂ t hat  he i s al l eys 

f or  hi msel f  onl y* 

"He knew e'.cr yt hSn* t hat  he di d i n £anzanar  . He knew 

Wat ayae* was a cor.-  y d . And! s t i l l  he br agged h5®eel f . But  

K . kept  cui et  es l or n as Wakayama di dn ' t  do any bi g wr ong* 

But  si nce t fakayama'e f ol l ower s had at t acked me at  bi ght » 

K , was as r ead a a a bul l dog* He car e to me i mmedi at el y t he 

next  day end sai d h i ' e coi r * t o ei t her  k i l l  hi m or  have 

hi m ar r est ed I *cause he kne* ever yt hi ng what  he di d i n t he 

pac t * I  t ol d hi m t o be qui et  and see what  wi l l  happen I n 

a month or  t wo* 

"Then a young boy was sl afehed* And the f el l ow who 

at t ached hi m was one of  t he men who at t acked ms * 

*And t hen Wal cayama t r i ed t o at t ack K* He pl enned i t  

and K . f ound out . And t hen K* was ki nd of  al ar med. And 

one of  t he Sokol cu taen, a aean f e l l o w, he and one ot her  went  t o 

K* ear l y l i f t  he "mor ni ng* Bot h »ent  t her e and st ayed t her e 

t al k i ng unt i l  two o 'c l oc k i n the af t er noon. And K . sai d 

t o t hem, ' I  r i ght  be at t acked and k i l l ed , but  i n t he meant i me 

I  ni ght  k i l l  t  oour-  1«, of  y ou. I  dedi cat e mysel f  t o t he 

j ust i ce anc wel f ar e of  the camp. That 's the onl y way we can 

t oep the pei ce i n camp. Vhen Abe and Ar i t aka wer e at t acked I  

was r eady t o puni sh Tfekeyama, but  at  t he r equest  of  Abe and 

Ar i t aka I  wi t hhel d* But  no* I  am r eady'. 

"Then t he two r an s ai d, f As l ong as «e l et  you al one, 

1/ Undoubt ed l y the Abe- r̂ i Vt aka beat i ng and pr obabl y sever al  

"" ot her s* 
R� aenkey , Sot t as, Kov . ¿ 0, 1944, p . l . 
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you ahoul dn't  wi nd «hot  bar r ens i n ©t r ap,' Then K* «>« r odder  

t han ever * 'What '««»' he s ai d» Thi n hi  t ol d t bi m al l  about  

Wakayama and hi s movement s* Hi  s ei d, 'You o re hat i ng ae 

l eader  euoh a «an ae wakayama* D/ O you know about  t h i et ' The 

t «o men «er e sur pi i sed* « � 

"And t hat  wee Thur sday or  F r i ady* The next  mor ni ng 

Wakayama re si gned f or  t he r eason t hat  hi s wi f e had a baby and 

t her e «as a l ot  of  wor k t o do i n t he h ûs e. And the baby «as 

bor n f our  mont ho age« l / 

"E"er  si nce K . has t ol d a 13 about  Wakayama a l ot  of  peopl e 

f ound otot  what  be A»«. The r eoni e d i dn ' t  know (bef o r e) and 

t hey wor shi pped hi r . hi ghl y» But  no» t hey've f ound out  t hat  

he' s a conar d and j us t  do t o ever yt hi ng f or  publ i c i t y»" 2 / 

The most  succi nct  aaoount  of  «hat  K . had done t o Wakayama 

»as gi ven by . Yaaaguohi , who smi l ed and quo'ed t he pr over bs 

Yobu wo t eut s ui t e, hebl  «o dasj j * Tfe i s pr obe r b «as ext r emel y 

per t i nent  si n<e i t  means» "He who pr y a i nt o the j unbl e « i l l  

st i r  up o xj wfca» ser pent «" As f or  t he nat t er  of  Mr . Wakayama's 

r es i gnat i on, i t  must  hove v#en at. l east  nomi nal  f or  «hen t he 

wr i t er  r emar ked t o t he M*t suds/a t hat  she had heer d t hat  Mr * 

an awkwar d 

Wat aya&a had r osi gned t hey l ooked i l l  at  eas e. Af t er  4 pause, 

Mr  � *at eudo s ai d , "We l l , he's beer , s i c k . " 3 / 

The wr i t er  had r eason t o suspect  t hat  K . had not  l i mi t ed 

hi s oount cr - »akeyama ac t i v i t i es t o t hi s t al k wi t h t he t «o 

Peeegr esr at S- ni st s but  has r al l i ed a cr oup of  f r i ends t o hi s 

as s i s t anc e. K . ' s f r i ends w ul d gi ve no spec i f i c i nf or mat i on 

on t hi s po i nt * Vague hi nt s , however , showed t hat  somet hi ng 

of  t hi s ki nd may b*vc been dona* t f r  � Abe s *i ds 

"Si nce I WHS at t acked t  er e beer  bor n * new par t y 

i n t he êpi r i t  of  ,1ust  i oe , Ther e er e t.wo tr.en ah  ̂ sey t hey 

w i n dedi cet e t hei r  l i ves f or  t i e peace of  t he car p* And 

� spec i al l y Pect us« t hese Sodoku peopl e wer i  deet r oyl ne the 

peece of  the camp by »t t ecki ner  i nnocent  peopl e* 

1/ I n er i t e of  t hi s "r e s i pr «* i nn" eka/ama undoubt edl y cont i nued 

t o exer t  & power f ul  i nf l uenee behi nd the scenes* 

i - / i b i d . , D6 0 , 34, 1944 , p . i * 

S"/ TOO., Dec . 9 , 1944, p . 7* 
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Soon of t «i r  we R«r « at t ac k ed, even ««one t he Sokoku peoc i e, 

t her * uer  t wo por t  l eg -  a w e*t r p*w and one wi l d . Those who 

wer e m! i d wer e i ndi gnant  et  t he r adi cal i sm and bot h wer e i n f eud 

anonc t hemsel ves . A bi g f r oubl e w«*> l oon'n? at  t hat  t i m©« 

"Then anot her  r «r t y of  v1uct i ce appear ed. T hat ' s why t hese 
r adi c al s wer e soar ed t o deat h . " 1 / 

The Yamaguchi 's t ol d t he wr i t er  t hat  ai r . K . had c al l ed on 

t hem and s t at ed: 

"How I  an goi ng t o f i gh t » You *t «y out  of  i t  Geor ge, 
Iks cause you? r e t a r r i ed , r » a bachel or  and har e no on« t o 
depend on ac i f  I  set  k i l l ed . " 

Yar a&guohl , who wag pr obobl y apeak i n* of  h i s own oampwi de 

so i nen- da n , whi oh empf easi zes a t h U t i o s , added: 

Our  o r gani zat i on i s keepi ng ver y qui et  now end wa i t i ng . " 2 / 

I t  i s doubt f ul  i s f i r . K ' s eo t i s n had an i mpor t ant  ef f eo t  on 

natty of  t he Pa s* gre gat  i on Gr oup l eader s . He d i d , however , t hr ow 

a r ower f u1 scar e i nt o ' akj r yana. 
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I t may have strengthened the opposi t i on to Wakayama 

that had al ready ar i sen among the more moderate member s 

of the Resegregat i on Group« Nat ur al l y, Wakayama woul d 

not broadcast the fact that he had pul l ed In hi s horns 

for fear that hi s former crimes might be exposed« 

MI SCELLANEOUS ACTI VI TI ES AND ATTITUDES 

On October 27th the wr i ter was asked by a ni sei  gi r l s 

"What About thl srumor that the money they (the 
Resegrog*t l on Group) col l ected to gi ve to the stockade 
peopl e i s al l  mi ssi ng," 1/ 

Thi s sounded suspi ci ousl y l i ke a pi ece of l nsi duous 

propaganda from the Kal -  Kuratoml  f act i on. 

On November 1, Mrs. Fuj i moto, whose husband had now 

rel ocated gave her Impression o f  t he pres Ti t  s t a t e o f  camps 

Peopl e around her seem to di sl i ke the Manzanar 
peool e. They even say that the Co- op Board was bei ng run 
by Manzanar, by a man named Nomura," 

Evi dence has now come out that Wakayama was tryi ng to control  
the Co- op by several  stooges on the board, I shal l  get thi s 
dope and i nser t I t where i t f i t s , R.H, 

Of the kni f i ng which occurred two days befor e, she 

saidf 

"They say that kni f i ng st i l l  has some connecti on 
to the bas ¿bal l  f i ght , , , They say an ol d man started 
i t . Thi s ol d man fan i s of an aggressi ve fay, A l ot of 
peopj e Snow hi m. They say he pr act i cal l y runs the team," 

"The renunci at i on of ci t i zenshi p may br i ng bi g t r oubl e," 

she added, whi ch was an excel l ent prophecy, Nakao, 

Fuj i moto1s si st er , added her bi t on the Resegregat i on Groups 

"I thi nk there are two groups. One of them i s r eal l y 
for i t and the other group doesn't car e, I don't thi nk 
that t h e r e i s any group real l y agai nst i t (the Resegregat i on 
Gr oup), because I f they tal ked agai nst  i t t hey'd go out ," 

1/ i bi d,. Oct . 27, 1944, p. 7. 


