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a war den on t he po l i ce f or ce was as s aul t ed. Thi s par t i c ul ar  beat i ng 

was t he r es ul t  of  a f r i c t i o n bet ween Mor i mot o and t he i nhabi t ant s 

of  h i s bl oc k , 54, and cons i der i ng t he t emper  of  t he peopl e and 

t he st eps t aken by t he Admi ni s t r at i on was al most  i nev i t abl e. 

Thi s beat i ng was f ar  mor e wi del y di scussed t han t hat  of  Hi t o mi 's 

br ot her  and cons i der abl e dat a ar e av ai l abl e, but  t he i nf or mat i on 

i s conf used and f r agment ar y . Mor eover , t he beat i ng was t i ed i n 

wi t h t he d i f f i c u l t i es of  t he J apanese Language Sohool  and wi t h 

t he young men's gr oups who wer e sponsor i ng mor ni ng exer c i s es i n 

t he J apanese st yl e i n t he bl ook s . Maki ng al l owances f o r  t he 

i ncompl et e i nf or mat i on t he st or y may be t o l d as f o l l ows : 

Si nce t he November  i nc i dent , t he r es i dent s of  bl ock 54 had 

been not or i ous f o r  t he st r engt h of  t hei r  po l i t i c al  v i ews . The 

bl oc k , accor di ng t o i t » a manager , a f r ank i nf or mant , was spl i t  

about  hal f  and h a l f , and each sec t i on was voc i f er ous and mi l i t ant . 

Mor i mot o a war den and anot her  man r es i di ng i n t he bl ock wer e 

st r ong ant i - s t at us quo and pr o- Admi ni st r at i on i n t hei r  sympat hi es. 

Fr o- J apanese bl ock r es i dent s accused t hem of  const ant  car pi ng 

c r i t i c i s m and of  t hr eat eni ng t o r epor t  ac t i v i t i es of  whi ch t hey 

di sappr oved t o t he Admi ni s t r at i on. Even i f  most  o f  t h i s i s di s-

count ed, i t  woul d appear  t hat  t he t wo men wer e bot h domi neer i ng 

t ac t l es s . Resent ment  i nc r eased when Mor i mot o1s chi l dr en got  i nt o 

d i f f i c u l t i es wi t h t he J apanese Language Sohool  i n t hei r  war d. 

Some i nf or mant s say t hat  Mor i mot o1 s chi l dr en wer e i mpudent . 

Anot her  ver s i on, t o whi ch t her e appear s t o be mor e bas i s , ho l ds 

t hat  t he J apanese Language school s expr essed di sappr oval  of  t hei r  

pupi l s at t endi ng mot i on pi c t ur es on school  eveni ngs and t hat  

Mor i mot o, i n spi t e of  t he hos t i l e sent i ment  i n h i s bl oc k , al l owed 



451. 

h i e c hi l dr en t o at t end t he mov i es . Ther e ar e vague s t or i es of  

t hr eat s made agai ns t  t he c hi l dr en and pet t y v i o l enc es , such as 

bot t l e t hr owi ng. I t  i s sai d t hat  t he chi l dr en wer e expel l ed 

f r om t he war d school  wher eupon Mor i mot o made an unsuccess f ul  

at t empt  t o enr o l l  t hem i n t he adj o i ni ng war d. 

f r i end 

The f r i c t i o n came t o a head when Mor i mot o and h i s / c r i t i c i z ed 

t he sel nen- dan i n h i s war d f or  t hei r  sponsor shi p of  t he mor ni ng 

exer c i s es , t hr eat eni ng t he par ent s of  chi l dr en par t i c i pat i ng i n 

t hese exer c i s es and accus i ng t hem of  br i ngi ng t he wr at h of  t he 

ar my down upon t he bl oc k . Ther eupon, a gr oup of  young men, 

s e i n e d a n member s, c al l ed upon t he t wo men and r emonst r at ed wi t h 

t hem. The conver sat i on i s descr i bed by «r s . "Qn , who i s ent i r el y 

hos t i l e t o Mor i mot o. 

"So t he boys went  t o see t hem and t r i ed t o make t hem see 
t he t hi ng t hei r  way. f I f  you ar e r eal  J apanes e,1 t hey s ai d, 'You 
woul d 

co- oper at e wi t h u s . ® The boys hear d one of  t he men say , 
1Maybe X'm not  J apane s e . f w l  

The ar gument  gr ew mor e heat ed and event ual l y cul mi nat ed i n 

t he boys ' l ock i ng one of  t he men i n t he bl ock i r oni ng r oom whi l e 

t he ot her  r an t o c al l  t he po l i o e. At  t hi s t i me no ar r es t s wer e 

made. However , t he pr o- J apanese bl ock r es i dent s dec i ded t hat  

mat t er s had gone f ar  enough and pet i t i oned t he admi ni s t r at i on t o 

r emove t he t wo men and t hei r  f ami l i es f r om t he bl oc k . The 
I t  i s al so sai d t hat  r es i dent s pet i t i oned 

admi ni s t r at i on r ef used t o oons i der  t hi s r eques t . / Mr . Shi mokon, 

evacuee c hi ef  of  po l i c e, t o r emove Mor i mot o f r om t he po l i ce f o r c e. 

No at t ent i on was gi ven t o t h i s at t empt  at  pr essur e e i t her . At  

t hi s 3t age i n t he devel opment  of  t he t r oubl e, t he f o l l owi ng 

at t i t udes wer e expr es s ed: 

Hbld.. May  23, p. 4. 
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I n addi t i on t o t he st at ement  quot ed above, Mr s . WQW s a i d , 

"Those t wo men wer e agai ns t  ever yt hi ng t hat  was done i n t he 
bl oc k . They had what  t hey c al l ed a Young Men's Cl ub (sel nen- dan) * 
They had r adi o exer c i s es i n t he mor ni ng. These men t hr eat ened 
t he par ent s of  t he boys who at t ended t hese exer c i s es t hat  t he 
Ar my wi l l  come and at op t hem. ' T hey ' l l  k i c k you f o r  do i ng t h i s , 1 

t hey s a i d . " 

Mr 8. "(¿ "'s husband added: 

"That  was onl y one of  t he t hi ngs t hese men d i d . P r ev i ous 
t o t h i s , t hey annoyed t he bl ock by t hei r  ac t i ons agai n and agai n. 
T h i s Young Men's Gr oup was t he f i r s t  t o s t and up t o t hem. � . � 

"One of  t he men i s a po l i ceman. He c al l ed t he I nt er nal  
Secur i t y and t o l d t hem t o ar r es t  t he boys . But  t hey d i dn ' t  ar r es t  
t hem because t her e was no r eas o n . "* 

The " 0 w ' s , ver y conser vat i ve peopl e, showed s i mi l ar  sympa-

t hi es when t hey wer e asked about  t ho i nc i dent . The f o l l owi ng 

st at ement s ar e par t i c u l ar l y i nt er es t i ng s i nce t hey show t he 

at t i t ude of  t wo gent l e mi nded peopl e who di sappr oved of  t he 

v i o l ent  ac t s per pet r at ed by t he Dai hyo Sha Kai  I n November . I t  

shoul d be ment i oned, however , t hat  c r i t i c i s m of  t he mor ni ng 

exer c i s es , par t i c ul ar l y on t he par t  of  o l d Tul e Lake n i s ei  i s 

f a i r l y gener al . The commonest  compl ai nt  I s , "They v/ake us up 

i n t he mor ni ng. " 

"The i s s e i  ( l i k e t he t wo raen i n bl ock 54) ar e r eal l y har d 
mi nded. They ' r e s t ubbor n. I t ' s har d f o r  t he o l d f o l k s and t he 
young f o l k s t o get  al ong. 

"We used t o have mor ni ng exer c i s es t oo . But  t hey st opped 
i t . I  bel i eve Manzanar  i s s t i l l  hav i ng t hem. They ar e not  
mi l i t ar i s t i c exer c i s es . I  t hi nk t he war dens ar e J ust  af r ai d of  
publ i c gat her i ngs . Ther e wer e one or  t wo t eacher s ar r es t ed whi l e 
t hey wer e hav i ng t he exor c i s es I n s choo l . I  t hi nk t hat ' s why 
t hey have been st opped her e (bl oc k 59) . The bl ock peopl e d i dn ' t  
want  any mor e v i c t i ms . " 

Mr s . "0" addedj  

" I t  was t he l i t t l e c hi l dr en who J ust  l oved t he exer c i s es . 
They had a l o t  of  f un get t i ng up I n t he mor ni ng. He (her  husband) 

ibid., May 20, pp. 3-4. 
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was t oo l azy t o get  up . For  t he chi l dr en I t  was t anoshl r el  
(a t r eat ) 

A f ew days af t er  t he Okamot o shoot i ng, t he wr i t er  hear d 

t hat  about  a dozen men had been ar r es t ed i n bl ock 54 and pl aced 

i n t he s t ockade. A Caucas i an member  of  t he po l i ce f o r c e, r emar ked 

i n t he wr i t er 13 pr esence t hat  t he pol i ce wer e not  goi ng t o gi ve 

way t o pr essur e and t hat  t hey f e l t  capabl e of  pr ot ec t i ng i ndi v i -

dual s i n camp who wer e t hr eat ened by t r oubl e- maker s. 

Due t o t he ext r eme secr ecy mai nt ai ned by t he pol i ce (even 
si!®? f! 

Dr . Opl er  was unabl e t o pr y muoh i nf or mat i on f r om t hem), t he 

unset t l ed st at e of  t he camp, and t he f ac t  t hat  i t  was i mposs i bl e 

t o v i s i t  any i nf or mant  i n bl ock 54 af t er  t h i s ar r est  had been 

made, no addi t i onal  i nf or mat i on coul d be obt ai ned. I n t he exc i t e-

ment  whi ch f o l l owed t he Okamot o shoot i ng, not hi ng was hear d f r om 

t he bl oc k . Then, a f ew days af t er  t he beat i ng of  Hi t omi 's br ot her , 

on J une 13 at  11:30 p . m. , t he wr i t er  encount er ed Mr . Schmi dt , t he 

head of  t he po l i c e. I n a t r embl i ng vo i c e, Mr . Schmi dt  t ol d t he 

wr i t er  t hat  Mor i mot o had been beat en up. He was on h i s way t o 

bl ock 54 t o i nv es t i gat e. Mor i mot o i s sai d t o have suf f er ed a 

f r ac t ur ed s k ul l . Hi s as s ai l ant s wer e never  f ound. 

On t he day f o l l owi ng t he Mor i mot o t he wr i t er  quest i oned t tUw 

on t he wave of  ho s t i l i t y t owar d t he i nu and t he beat i ngs , Mr . t tU*, 

an ex- Sant a Fe i nt er nee and a St anf or d gr aduat e, i s one of  t he 

best  educat ed i s s ei  i n Tul e L ak e. The wr i t er  asked hi m out r i ght  

i f  he t hought  any i nnocent  peopl e wer e bei ng at t acked. When t he 

Mor i mot o beat i ng was ment i oned, n U n | s wi f e a del i cat e woman wi t h 

exqui s i t e manner s and genui ne k i ndl i nes s r emar ked i n a t one of  

humor ous di sappoi nt ment , "He was n't  k i l l ed t hough, was he? w 

1ibid., June 16,  p p. 2,3;  June 17,  p.  1. 
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Mr . i gnor ed t hi s i nt er r upt i on and gave h i s cons i der ed 

opi ni on? 

MThi s i s onl y my f eel i ng on t he mat t er . Knowi ng t he J apanese 
as a r ac e, knowi ng t hem f o r  t hei r  cour t esy and t hei r  good behav i o r , 
I  say t hat  i f  anyone i s beat en t her e shoul d be a c er t ai n f undament al  
r eason f o r  i t . 

WI  hat e t o see any J apanese beat en by our  count r ymen, i he 
f undament al  r eason f o r  such beat i ngs mi ght  bo caused by t he way 
t hi s camp i s gover ned. 

" I f  i  wer e head of  t h i s camp, I  woul d r eal i ze t he condi t i on 
and t he at t i t udes of  t he peopl e. I  woul d or der  somet hi ng t o be 
done and as l ong as I  was convi nced t hat  such an or der  was benef i -
c i al  f or  t he r es i dent s , I  woul d s t i ck t o i t . Mr . Best  i s t r y i ng 
t o make t he camp peaoef ul  by t r y i ng t o make t he J apanese peopl e 
change f r om bei ng l oyal  t o J apan t o bei ng l oyal  t o Amer i ca. 

Thi s st at ement  i s not  onl y I nt er es t i ng because of  i t s def ense 

of  t he beat i ngs but  because i t  bet r ays what  may be one of  t he 

i mpor t ant  psychol ogi cal  f ac t o r s r esponsi bl e, f o r  t he exagger at ed 

hat r ed of  t he l nu and t he f ence s i t t er s : t he unadmi t t ed f ear  

t hat  t he pr esence of  t he peopl e not  wi l l i ng t o expr ess l oyal t y to 

J apan, coupl ed wi t h r esent ment  of  admi ni s t r at i ve pr essur e on 

t hose who had commi t t od t hemsel ves t o J apan t o change t hei r  mi nds , 

cons t i t ut ed an ever - pr esent  t hr eat  and t empt at i on t o t he pr o- J apa-

nese el ement  -  a t hr eat  and t empt at i on whi ch must  be r emoved 

because t hey t hemsel ves wer e not  compl et el y convi nced of  t hei r  

abi l i t y t o s t i c k t o t hei r  dec i s i on t o be l oy al  t o J apan. 

» 

On J une 17, n &n expr essed hi msel f  on t he beat i ngs as f o l l ows : 

"The beat i ngs can be l ooked at  f r om var i ous angl es . The 
J apanese have gr i evances agai ns t  t he Admi ni s t r at i on, but  t hey 
know as a f ac t  t hat  t hey 'r e hel p l es s . Nat ur al l y , t he onl y t hi ng 
t hey can t hi nk of  i s how t o get  back at  t hose who spy on t hem. 
I  t hi nk t hese beat i ngs wi l l  keep goi ng f o r  qui t e a whi l e. X 
t hi nk t her e wi l l  be at  l eas t  a hal f  a dozen mor e. The Admi ni st r a-
t i on l i s t ens t o t he spi es and not  t o t he o t her s . So &uoh t hi ngs 
wi l l  happen. 

1ibid., June 16,  pp.  2,3; June  17,  p. 1. 
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"Thi s I s one poi nt  you no doubt  have no t i c ed. These c er t ai n 
per sons her e beat en up , y o u ' l l  f i nd t he maj or i t y of  t he peopl e 
ar e enj oy i ng i t . " * 

"K " 1 s l as t  st at ement  was ent i r el y t r ue. 

On J une 19, Henr y Shi ohama, t he c hi ef  eye- wi t ness of  t he 

Ol camoto shoot i ng nar r owl y escaped a beat i ng when i t  was r umor ed 

t hat  h i s t est i mony had been unf avor abl e t o Okamot o, and had 

cont r i but ed t o t he Cor oner 's I nquest  ver di c t  f avor i ng t he sent r y. 

Whi l e t h i s boat i ng di d not  t ake p l ac e, t he i nf o r mant 's st or y of  

how a gr oup of  i r at e young men came t o see her  husband t o di s c uss 

t he mat t er  wi t h hi m and t o dec i de whet her  t he st or y t o l d of  t he 

young man wer o t r ue and mer i t ed a beat i ng, I s a s i gni f i c ant  h i nt  

on t he manner  I n whi ch some of  t hese beat i ngs wer e ar r anged.  ̂

The manner  i n whi ch boat i ngs wer e ar r anged i s a d i f f i c u l t  subj ec t  

on whi ch t o gai n i nf or mat i on. However , some ver y f r ank I ndi v i dual s 

have admi t t ed t hat  t her e ar e at  l eas t  t hr ee di f f er ent  met hods. I n 

some oases an i ndi v i dual  i n a c er t ai n bl ock or  war d became so 

unpopul ar  t hat  a gr oup of  h i 3 enemi es comi ng upon hi m I n a conve-

ni ent  pl ace spont aneousl y t ook advant age of  t he s i t uat i on and beat  

hi m up . I n ot her  i ns t ances t he beat i ng may have been ar r anged 

as i n t he case j ust  c i t ed. A gang of  young men met , di soussed 

t he s i t uat i on, and det er mi ned t o t each someone t hey cons i der  an 

i nu an unf or get t abl e l es s on. Ot her  beat i ngs wer e unmi st akeabl y 

pl anned wi t h car e and wer e pr obabl y engi neer ed by o l der  men who 

st ayed i n t he backgr ound. Such gr oups wer e capabl e of  pl anni ng 

and car r y i ng out  a ser i es of  beat i ngs . One young man boas t ed t o 

t he wr i t er  t hat  he had per sonal l y engi neer ed a dozen beat i ngs i n 

1 i b i d . , J une 16, pp. 1- 2. 
2 i b i d . , J une 19, pp . 1- 2. 
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th© r el oc at i on cent er  f r om whi ch he came« "K" emphasi zed t he 

i mpor t ance of  t h i s l at t er  met hod; s t at i ng t hat  he knew i t  had 

b een empl oyed i n Manzanar . He added: 

"Some of  t hem deser ve i t  and some do n ' t . L i ke Yamat ani , 
he shoul d have been bur i ed l ong ago . But  some don't  deser ve i t . " * 

Mr s . F . , an o l der  n i s ei  woman di d not  appr ove of  t he beat i ngs . 

She wi shed "t hat  t he J apanese peopl e coul d get  al ong peac ef ul l y 

t oget her ." She bl ar i ed goss i p f o r  t he t r oubl e, say i ng, "Peopl e 

t al k and say t hey 'r e l nus . The Hi t omi  boat i ng was a mi s t ake. 

o 

They mi st ook t he man f o r  h i s br o t her .""5 

Mr s . " I " , a younger  n i s ei  woman, hat ed t he "dogs " but  was 

wor r i ed about  t he beat i ngs . On J une 24 she s ai d: 

" I  hear d t hat  t he man i n bl ock 35 (Hi t o mi 's br ot her ) c an ' t  
see. He was at t acked af t er  an &ngei  Kai  meet i ng. He J ust  came 
out  of  t he ¿»anta Pe I nt er nment  camp and as soon as he got  i nt o 
camp he was empl oyed as manager  at  t he Sewi ng F ac t or y . Hi s br ot her  
i s manager  of  t he Co- op. 

" I  t hi nk ever ybody i s ner vous i n her e. Thi s pl ace gi ves 
me t he wi l l i e s . w 5 

H03TI I E £& IvlONST RATI  ON AT COMMENCEMENT 

An i nt er es t i ng mani f es t at i on of  t he t emper  o f  t he peopl e 

at  t h i s per i od t ook pl ace when Mr . Bl ac k , head of  Communi t y 

Management  addr essed t he gr aduat i ng c l as s , t hei r  par ent s and 

f r i ends , at  t he Commencement  E:xer c l ses . An exc el l ent  Caucas i an 

I nf or mant  r el at ed t he i nc i dent . Mr . Bl ack began h i s addr ess by 

s t at i ng t hat  i t  was cust omar y t o pai nt  t he f ut ur e I n r osy co l or s 

f or  a gr aduat i ng c l as s es , but  t hat  I n t he pr esent  c i r cumst ances 

he di d not  f eel  j us t i f i ed i n doi ng t h i s . He t ouched on t he di s-

t ur bed st at e of  t he war r i ng wor l d and t hen s ai d, "Y ou, per haps , 

î b i d , , Oc t . 16, p . 6 . 
8 i b i d . , J ui- e 21, p . 1. 

J une 24, p . 1 . 



have your  own opi ni ons and wi t hout  doubt  your  par ent s have 

def i ni t e c onv i c t i ons . But  I  am an Amer i can, and as an Amer i can, 

I  can gee t he out come of  t h i s war  onl y as a compl et e mi l i t ar y 

v i c t or y f o r  t he A l l i ed c aus e. " As soon as t hese wor ds had been 

ut t er ed, a sur ge of  di sappr ov i ng no i ses r ose f r om t he audi ence. 

Whi sper s , movi ng f eet , r at t l i ng pr ogr ams, made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

t he r emai nder  of  t he speech t o be hear d, Muf f l ed boos came f r om 

uni dent i f i abl e par t s of  t he r ear  of  t he audi t or i um wher e many 

yodng men wer e seat ed or  s t andi ng. The causas i ans pr esent  became 

ner vous and al ar med. Bl ack cont i nued, appar ent l y unaf f ec t ed* 

"Th i s does not  Lie an t hat  we wi sh f o r  t he anni hi l at i on of  t he 

J apanese peopl e. I n or der  t o t ake her  pl ace among t he nat i ons , 

J apan needs l eader shi p and t her e has never  been an over abundance 

of  l eader s I n any count r y of  t ho wor l d. Those of  you who pl an 

t o r et ur n t o J apan dur i ng t he post - war  per i od con pr epar e your -

sel ves t o ent er  t he comr mi ni t i es of  your  choi ce wi t h t he I dea of  

becomi ng l eader s I n t he pr eser vat i on of  t he r i ght s of  i ndi v i dual s 

t o par t i c i pat e I n t he f or mi ng of  t he l aws of  gover nment . 

"You wi l l  ask jbhe ques t i on, however , how about» us who ar e at  

Tul e Lake Cent er , a cent er  t hat  i s t er med a di s l oyal  camp? What  

wi l l  be our  oppor t uni t i es i f  we r emai n her e? I  wi sh t o say I n 

t hi s r espect  t hat  despi t e t he out c r i es of  c er t ai n newspaper s and 

cer t ai n i nt er es t ed and mi l i t ant  gr oups , t her e i s a gr owi ng appr eci -

at i on on t he par t  of  a l ar ge number  of  t he Amer i can publ i c about  

t he f ac t s ent er i ng i nt o your  dec i s i on t o r emai n at  Tul e L ak e. 

An i nc r eas i ng number  of  peopl e r eal i ze t hat  t he dec i s i on was not  

si mpl y a mat t er  of  l oy al t y , t hat  many ot her  f ac t o r s ent er ed i nt o 

your  bei ng I n t h i s c ent er . Agai n, t her e may be r adi cal  changes 
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i n t he po l i cy of  t he WRA and even t he gover nment  i t s e l f , i n 

r espeot  t o t he r es i dent s of  Tul e L ak e. Even t he f ac t  t hat  t he 

J apanese wer e moved out  under  a mi l i t ar y necess i t y i s bei ng 

quest i oned by some peopl e 

Af t er  Mr , Bl ac k 's i n i t i a l  st at ement  t hat  he hoped f or  a 

compl et e a l l i ed v i c t or y noi se f r om t he audi ence was so cont i nuous 

t hat  i t  was i mposs i bl e t o J udge t he degr ee of  r esponse t o any 

of  h i s l at er  s t at ement s . When he f i n i s hed, a mi xt ur e of  appl ause 

and boos f i l l ed t he h a l l , appl ause f r om t he par ent s i n t he mi ddl e 

sec t i on and boos f r om t he young men i n t he r ear . Al most  al l  of  

t he Caucas i ans pr esent  wer e o f f ended by t he r udeness shown by 

t he audi enoe and wer e unabl e t o under st and i t . I t  was s ai d, how-

ever , t hat  a f ew s t af f  member s r emar ked t hat  t he st at ement  on 

t he Al l i ed voct or y showed poor  j udgment  and poor  t as t e. Mr . Bl ack 

hi msel f  was hear d t o say t hat  he had expect ed t h i s r eac t i on but  

f e l t  t hat  t he speech shoul d be made never t hel es s . He added, "X 

woul d have t o make an honest  speech on t he day Tokyo was bomed.*  ̂

Unf or t unat el y none of  t he wr i t er ' s i nf or mant s at t ended t he 

commencement . Some o l der  peopl e expr essed di sappr oval  of  t he bad 

manner s shown by t he young peopl e, but  most  wer e of  t he opi ni on 

t hat  Mr . Bl ack shoul d not  have made such st at ement s . "K " , s t r ongl y 

pr o- J apanese, expr essed hi msel f  as f o l l ows : 

"That  was n't  t he pl ace f or  a per son t o make t hat  k i nd of  a 
st at ement  or  speech. A man of  h i s pos i t i on shoul d know a t hi ng 
l i ke t hat  coul d causo t r oubl e. I t  woul d cause bi t t er ness among 
t he youngs t er s . They 'r e goi ng t o t ake i t  as an I ns u l t , not  t o 
t hem, but  t o t he J apanese gover nment .. 

"Y o u ' l l  f i nd i n t hi s camp t hat  i f  you t al k agai nc t  J apan, 
oven t he k i ds wi l l  get  sor e. When J apan was maki ng t hose b î g 
advances , oven t ho seven and ei ght  year  o l d k i ds br ought  paper s 

1ibid., June 16,  pp. 2,3; June 17, p. 1. 
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t o r ead t he headl i nes . Some of  t hem ar e f o r  Amer i ca, but  when 
t he J apanese Army suf f er s a r ever s e, t hey say , ' I  don' t  bel i eve 
i t . 1 The t hi ng t hat  ohanged t hei r  mi nds was ev ac uat i on." 

To a r epet i t i on of  Mr . Bl ac k 's i mpl i cat i on t hat  t he Amer i can 

publ i c d i d not  oons l der  t he i nhabi t ant s of  Tul e Lake as ent i r el y 

di s l oyal  and t hat  t her ef or e, t he r oad back t o l i f e i n Amer i ca 

was not  compl et el y cut  o f f , sai d scor nf ul l y i  

"When Col onel  neek came t o Moab he t r i ed t o per suade me t o 
become an Amer i can agai n. I  t o l d hi m 1 woul dn't  change my mi nd* 
He s ai d, 'What  per cent age of  peopl e i s l oyal  t o J apan? ' X t o l d 
hi m 97* . Th i s was J ust  bef or e t he t al k about  t he dr af t . I  t o l d 
hi m, ' I  doubt  i f  you wi l l  have mor e t han 2% e n l i s t . ' I t  t ur ned 
out  t o be l j  per  cent * 

"When I  was i n Manzanar  I  t o l d t he C i t i z en ' s F eder at i on 
97# of  t he peopl e wer e l oyal  t o J apan. Per haps 80# t r ue t o 
J apan and doubt f ul  r i ght  now. The J apanese Amer i can C i t i z en ' s 
F eder at i on had t o di s band. I  was r i ght  

I t  i s I nt er es t i ng t hat  t hr ee or  f our  mont hs af t er  Mr . Bl ack 

made t h i s speech J apanese s t i l l  comment ed upon i t  wi t h scor n and 

di sappr oval , s t at i ng t hat  he shoul d have known bet t er  t han t o 

make such st at ement s i n a "di s l oy al  camp." 

Hoodl um ac t i v i t i es of  h i gh school  age boys 

At  t he r ecept i on gi ven f o r  t he hi gh school  gr aduat es t he 

t eacher s not i oed t hat  a gr oup of  boys ent er ed, dr essed i n t hei r  

ever yday c l o t hes . They behaved bo i s t er ous l y and when t hey wer e 

quest i oned by t he t eaoher s , s ai d t hey wer e hi gh school  s eni o r s , 

but  had gone home t o change t o ever yday c l ot hes af t er  gr aduat i on 

exer c i s es . Thei r  pr esence was r epor t ed t o Mr . Qunder son, t he 

h i gh school  pr i nc i pal  when he ar r i ved at  t he r ec ept i on. Mr . Qunder -

son asked a l l  uni nv i t ed per sons t o l eav e. The boys l e f t . 

L at er , i t  was di scover ed t hat  someone had gone i nt o t he 

boys ' l at r i ne and t aken o f f  al l  t he moveabl e f i x t ur es and f l us hed 

1 
Ibid., June 17, p. 2. 
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t hem down t he t o i l et s . Some t hr ee i nches of  wat er  had f l ooded 

t he f l o o r  bef or e t he damage was di s cover ed. So f ar  as i s known, 

t he c ul pr i t s wer e never  f ound, al t hough i t  was gener al l y suspect ed 

t hat  t he vandal i sm was t he wor k of  t he r ecept i on c r asher s . 

Di smi ssal  of  t he Coal  Cr ew 

I n mi d- J une 100 men empl oyed on t he coal  cr ew wer e t er mi nat ed. 

Accor di ng t o Mr . Rober t son, head of  Oper at i ons , t hese men deser ved 

t hei r  t er mi nat i ons , hav i ng l oaf ed on t hei r  J obs f o r  a l ong t i me. 

They wer e t er mi nat ed wi t hout  no t i c e. On J une 14, Mr . Rober t son 

t o l d t he wr i t er  t hat  t he t er mi nat ed men wer e goi ng about  t he 

col ony t el l i ng peopl e t hat  t hey had been l a i d o f f  f o r  not hi ng at  

a l l . Rober t son f ear ed t hat  t he gener al  popul at i on was t ak i ng t he 

mat t er  s er i ous l y , because of  t he al r eady ver y aggr avat i ng l ac k 

of  empl oyment . The f ac t  t hat  t he t er mi nat i on was not  publ i shed 

was al so supposed t o be caus i ng r esent ment . However , no c r i t i c i s m 

of  t hi s act  was hear d f r om any i nf or mant  who was not  a member  of  

t he under cover  pr essur e gr oup. Mr . Rober t son, whose cont act s 

wi t h t hi s gr oup ar e ver y c l o s e, pr obabl y al l owed t hei r  r emar ks 

t o i nf l uence h i s per spect i ve undul y . 

"K" s ai d; 

WI  don' t  t hi nk t he ool ony i t s e l f  i s t ak i ng any i nt er es t  i n 
i t . That  i s onl y t he men who wer e wor k i ng.** 

Many ot her  i nf or mant s s t at ed t hat  t hey had hear d not hi ng 

about  t he t er mi nat i on. Mr s . "Qw , however , an act i ve member  of  

t he pr essur e gr oup sai d* 

"We had t o wor k har d t o keep the coal  or ew boys f r om maki ng 
t r oubl e. We had t o t el l  t hem agai n and agai n t hat  now i s n ' t  t he 
t i me. c 

i l b j d . . J une 17, p . 1 . 
2 l b l d . . J une 19, p . 1. 
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The t er mi nat ed member s of  t he ooal  cr ow at t empt ed t o see 

Mr . Bl ack but  wer e r ef us ed. They t hen sent  a commi t t ee t o see 

Mr . Bes t , but  Mr . Best  s t at ed t hat  he woul d see onl y one man. 

Dr . Opl er  guessed t hat  t hi s was Bes t ' s met hod of  avoi di ng maki ng 

any st at ement  bef or e wi t nes s es . Thi s one man di d see Mr . Bes t , 

but  not hi ng r esul t ed f r om t he i n t er v i ew*1  

WAVE OP Q03SI J P ABOUT THh CO- QJ &RATI  Vfc KNTE UPRI SES 

Af t er  t he beat i ngs of  Hi t omi f s br ot her  and Mor i mot o, goss i p 

about  t he mi sdeeds of  t he J apanese empl oyed i n h i gh pos i t i ons of  

t he Co- op i nc r eas ed. F ant as t i c s t or i es o f  gr af t  swept  t he camp. 

Al most  ever y r es i dent  appear ed t o t ake par t  i n r el at i ng t he 

s t or i es and i t  i s pr obabl y t hat  a good pr opor t i on of  t he goss i p 

was bel i ev ed. I t  i s al most  c er t ai n t hat  some of  t hese t al es 

o r i gi nat ed wi t h t he under cover  pr essur e gr oup who had hat ed t he 

Co- op's Boar d of  i Ar ec t or s bi t t er l y ever  si noe t hey st ood agai ns t  

t he l uxur y i s sue i n December  and hel ped br eak t he st at us quo i n 

J anuar y . Never t hel ess , no mat t er  what  t hei r  sour ce, t he s t or i es 

wer e eager l y accept ed and r epeat ed by t he gr eat  maj or i t y o f  t he 

camp r es i dent s . J une 19, Mr s . 4I Q", a member  of  t he pr essur e gr oup 

r el at ed a wi l d st or y about  Mr . Hi t omi , t he Gener al  »anager  of  t he 

Co- op. She sai d t hat  t he Manzanar  gr oup had not  wi shed t o get  

mi xed up wi t h t he unsavor y men headi ng t he Tul e Co- op and had 

det er mi ned t o f or m a separ at e ent er pr i s e. (Thi s par t  of  t he 

st or y i s al most  c er t ai nl y t r ue and cor r esponds wi t h t he gener al  

s t and- of f i sh and somewhat  super i or  at t i t ude t aken by t he l ar ge 

gr oup whi ch came t o Tul e f r om Manzanar  i n l at e F ebr uar y .) Mr s . WQ" 

cont i nued t he s t or y , say i ng t hat  Mr . Hi t omi  had appr oached t he 

ibid., June 15, p. 6. 
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Manzanar  gr oup wi t h a l ar ge sum of  money t o br i be t hem t o ent er  

t he Tul e Lake Co- op. Thi s sum, a member  of  t he Manzanar  gr oup 

pr obabl y Mr . "U" had kept  pi nned t o h i s wal l  "t o show t o Mr » 

Rober t son when he oame.l ,J -  The wr i t er  does not  bel i eve Mr . 

Rober t son was ever  shown t hi s "ev i denc e�" 

On J une 21, Mr s . "F " , an o l der  n i s ei  woman s ai d: 

"Peopl e say t hat  t he Co- op men ar e maki ng bi g money f o r  
t hemsel ves . They say t hat  whenever  a Co- op man l eaves her e ( r el o 
oat es ) he t akes a bi g pi l e of  money away wi t h hi m* i f  t he Co- op 
woul d make a st at ement  ever y mont h, showi ng wher e t he money goes , 
maybe t he peopl e woul dn't  f ee l  so bad. 

On J une 25, "X" s ai d: 

"Take t he "wel l - or gani zed Co- op" f or  i ns t anc e. (Thi s st at e-
ment  was meant  s ar c as t i c a l l y . ; Her et of or e t her e has been a r umor  
t hat  qui t e a f ew of  t he boys hi gh up i n t he Co- op ver y ni c el y 
r el ocat ed wi t h a bi g wad of  dough. T hat ' s a ver y ni ce t hi ng t o 
do t o t he poor  J aps i n her e. 

"They c l ai m i t  i s t he po l i cy of  al l  good Co- ops t o pay o f f  
when t hei r  wor ki ng c api t al  i s t r i p l ed -  t hen t he di v i dend can be 
pa i d . But  i nasmuch as t he peopl e ar e st uck her e f o r  t he dur at i on 
1 don't  t hi nk t hat ' s necessar y . I ns t ead of  payi ng o f f , what  do 
t hey do? Bui l d a new soda wat er  f ac t or y and ot her  t hi ngs , and 
you c an' t  t el l  me t hey 'r e goi ng t o be abl e t o pay t hat  o f f  i n 
one summer . 

"The Co- op has f r om 150 t o 200 cases of  Tr oco Mar gar i ne. 
I ' d l i k e t o know wher e t hey get  i t  because t hat  s t uf f  i s on t he 
poi nt  l i s t . " 

At  t hi s poi nt  i n t he conver sat i on " I H , a s i st er - i n- l aw t o l d 

how she had been i n a Co- op st or e t he day bef or e when Ak i t s uk i , 

t he ex- Co- op Secr et ar y and ex- chai r man of  t he Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee ent er ed: 

" I  was i n t he Co- op yest er day when Ak i t suk i  came i n . *ou 
know -  we al l  t ur ned t he back t o hi m. Ever yone of  us . You coul d 
see how i t  was -  publ i c i nu number  one«" 

"1" cont i nued wi t h a st or y about  Yamat ani , who had been a 

î b i d . , J une 19, p . 1« 
2 l b l d . . J une 21, p . 1. 
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member  of  t he uo- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee and ai noe t he r es i gnat i on 

of  t hat  body had t aken over  t he pos i t i ons of  Po l i ce Commi ssi oner  

and manager  of  t he Co- op's t of u f ac t o r y . 

"Yamat ani  t r i ed t o gyp us out  of  about  100 cakes of  t of u 
t he ot her  da  ̂ . The t of u i s sent  t o t he messes i n t ubs of  about  
50 cakes eac h. Each mesa c al l ed up and compl ai ned t hat  t hey 
wer e f r om f i ve t o t en cakes shor t . I  went  t o see Yamat ani  about  
i t . He s ai d, 'Of  cour se, i t ' s poss i bl e t hat  t he f el l ows i n t he 
mess t ook t hem (t he t o f u) home wi t h t hem.' He f i na l l y pr omi sed 
t hat  t he Co- op woul d make t he l os s good." 

As a f i na l  i ndi c t ment  o f  t he Co- op WI W added; 

"I t  woul dn't  sur pr i se me a b i t  i f  Mr . Best  was n't  get t i ng 
a l i t t l e f r om t he Co- op. I nasmuch as t her e have been t hr ee 
di v i dends passed up f o r  l ack of  f unds . That  s t ar t s t o s mel l . "1 

I t  shoul d be not ed t hat  " I " and h i s f ami l y who appear ed t o 

bel i eve t hat  many s t o r i es o f  t he Co- op gr af t  wer e t r ue, ar e i nt el -

l i gent  n i s ei  and at  t h i s t i me, had no sympat hy what ever  wi t h t he 

"agi t at o r s " or  t he pr essur e gr oup. " I " was , i n f ac t , al r eady 

pl anni ng t o r el oc at e. 

The bi t t er nes s of  t he at t i t udes expr essed by h i s f ami l y , 

and by sever al  ot her  i nf or mant s who had no connect i on wi t h t he 

pr essur e gr oups or  who wer e hos t i l e t o t he "t r oubl e- maker s" 

made I t  qui t e ev i dent  at  t hi s t i me t hat  ho s t i l i t y t owar d t he 

Co- op's Boar d of  di r ec t or s was wi despr ead t hr oughout  t he camp. 

The same day an i nt er es t i ng at t i t ude on t he par t  of  t he 

young J apane se t eacher s , t eachi ng i n t he Caucas i an school  was 

r epor t ed. At  one of  t hei r  meet i ngs , Mi ss Hobby, t hei r  super v i sor , 

i ns t i t ut ed a di s cuss i on on Co- oper at i ves . I mmedi at el y , she was 

del uged by c r i t i c al  r emar ks and sneer s at  t he expense of  t he 

Tul e Lake Co- oper at i ve. She t hen suggest ed t hat  t he t eacher s 

get  t hei r  compl ai nt s i n or der  and i nv i t e Mr . Huncor n, t he Super v i sor  

H b i d . , J une 25, pp. 1, 3. 
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of  t he Go- op, t o addr ess t hem and answer  t hei r  compl ai nt s* T h i s , 

t he t eac her s , young J apanese of  super i or  i nt el l i genc e and consi -

der abl e Amer i oan backgr ound, absol ut el y r ef used t o do . They 

wer e not  moved b;> Mi ss Hobby f s ar gument  t hat  t hey wer e t eacher s 

and had a dut y as "l eader s of  t he communi t y." One s ai d, "We 

s t ar t  t hi s and i t ' l l  be t wo- by- f our s f o r  u s . " 1 

Anot her  I nf or mant , a k i ndl y ol d i s s ei  who was ext r emel y 

c r i t i c al  of  any agi t at i on or  v i o l ence st at ed on J une 27 j  

"The i nf or mat i on I  get  f r om al l  over  say t hat  t her e ar e a 
f ew of  t he manager s of  t he Co- op who have a c l ose r el at i ons hi p 
wi t h t he WRA o f f i c i a l s . They ar e get t i ng gr af t ' out  of  t he Co- op 
(bot h Appoi nt ed Per sonnel  and ev ac uees ) . The f i r s t  t hi ng 1 
hear d when I  came t o t h i s camp was , " I f  you say anyt hi ng agai ns t  
t he Co- op her e y o u ' l l  be ar r es t ed. As l ong as t he Co- op i s 
c ar r i ed on t h i s wa;/, someday anot her  bi g t r oubl e wi l l  happen."** 

On J une 20, a gent l e k i bei  woman r ecount ed t he f o l l owi ng 

goss i ps 

"Ther e i s a cer t ai n man wor ki ng i n t he shoe s t or e, an o l d 
Tul ean. Ho i s t he man r i ght  under  t he Caucas i an head. He t o l d 
me t hat  t he man who wor ked bef or e hi m (bef or e Mr . Best  came t o 
Tul e L ake) had t aken so many t housands of  do l l ar s of  t he p r o f i t s . 
We don' t  pr o f i t  anyt hi ng her e* The pr o j ec t  di r ec t or  sent  hi m 
out  of  her e (wi t h t he mo ney ) . 5 

On J ul y 2, t he af t er noon of  t he day on whi ch Hi t omi  was 

mur der ed Mr s . K , a n i s e i , r emar ked t hat  she had hear d t hat  some 

peopl e had sai d t hat  when Hi t omi 1s br ot her  was beat en, t he beat er s 

had r eal l y been af t er  Hi t omi  h i ms el f . But , sai d she, t hey t hought  

t he br ot her  ought  t o be beat en up t oo . "The Co- op i s get t i ng 

more and mor e unpopul ar ," she s ai d. "Sever al  peopl e have t o l d 

me, f I f  you say anyt hi ng agai ns t  t he Co- op anywher e, you'r e 

goi ng t o be put  i n t he s t oc k ade«'"  ̂ Th i s s pec i f i c accusat i on 

l o l d . , J une 26, p . 1. 
g l b i d . , J une 27, p . 4. 
¿ i b i d . . J une 30, p . 1 . 
T b i d . . J ul y 2, p . 1 . 
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agai ns t  t he Co- op was made by hal f  a dozen i nf or mant s i n t he 

t wo weeks pr i o r  t o Hi t ami 1s deat h. I t  was s t r essed by MK * . whose 

st at ement , made af t er  mur der , wi l l  be i nser t ed l at er . (See p . ) 

Af t er  Hi t o mi 's deat h some i nf or mant s s t i l l  r epeat ed uncompl i -

ment ar y r umor s whi ch t hey s t at ed t hey had hear d bef or e t he mur der  

occur r ed» 

nY w r emar ked: 

"Al s o , t hey s ai d Mr . Hi t omi  h i r ed not hi ng but  Sacr ament o 
peopl e i n t he Co- op. He h i r ed h i s br ot her  i n t he Sewi ng F ac t or y , 
h i s r el at i v es and h i s f r i ends i n t he Co- op. 

"K n sai d* 

"Mat sumot o (t he Chai r man of  t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s ) bankr upt ed 
t he Ni ppon bank i n Sacr ament o. Do you t hi nk he came out  penni l es s . 

"Mr . Yamat ani  has s ai d numer ous t i mes , ' I f  I ' m af r ai d of  
t wo by f our s , I  c an ' t  make money .' Mr . Yamat ani  embezzl ed 
$20,000 and was sent  t o J a i l . A t h i r d par t y came i n and he 
r et ur ned $>9,000 I n bonds and s t ocks . So he d i dn ' t  go t o j a i l . " 2 

I ndi c at i on t hat  t he goss i p about  t he Co- op was not  conf i ned 

t o t r ans f er ees but  wa3 al so I ndul ged i n by o l d Tul eans may be 

seen i n t he r emar kd of  a ver y Amer i cani zed young n i s ei  g i r l , an 

o l d Tul ean, who pl anned t o l eave 'r ul e Lake and ent er  a nur s i ng 

school  i n t he Uni t ed St at es . 

"The ol d Tul eans , I  know, f e l t  he got  what  he deser ved. 
Af t er  al l  he d i d! They wer e al l  say i ng he was goi ng t o r es i gn 
and l eave camp. They sai d t h i s af t er  he di ed. They s ai d he had 
made h i s k i l l  and was pl anni ng t o go . 

"Even t he o l d Tul eans hat ed hi m. ever ybody knew hi m f o r  
what  he was . 

"A l ady f ound $»300 i n a box of  oake. She was honest  and 
t ook i t  back t o t he Uor op. They gave her  a coupl e mor e cakes 
t o keep her  qui et * 

"I ndi v i dual l y i n t he cant eens t hey gr af t  t oo . I f  you have 

x l b l d . , J ul y 19, p . 2. 
2 l b i d . , J ul y 31, p . 3. Si nce "K n i s an exper t  account ant  and was 
h i r ed t o i nves t i gat e t he books of  t he oompanl es concer ned i n t hese 
swi ndl es , h i s r emar ks deser ve cr edence* 
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a f r i end you can go t o t he cant een and buy t hi ngs f o r  hal f  pr i ce. 
The c l er ks have no per sonal  f eel i ng t owar d t he Co- op as t hei r  
o r gani zat i on. 

" I  hear  t he now manager  f ound l o t s of  l uxur i es i n t he war e-
house. We don' t  need such expens i ve cosmet i cs and t hi ngs . 1 They 
f ound a l ot  of  i ce skat es . They must  have got t en t hem on t he 
bl aok mar ket , because you c an ' t  buy t hem out s i de now. They have 
not hi ng but  bl ack mar ket  s t u f f ! " 2 

Anot her  o l d Tul ean gi r l  s a i d; 

"They say t he Co- op was buy i ng WRA s t uf f  and s el l i ng i t  i n 
t he cant eens . 

Onl y one i nf or mant , a n i s ei  g i r l  f r om Gi l a , abso l ut el y ant i -

pat het i c t o t he "t r oubl e- maker s" r emar ked t hat  i n her  opi ni on 

t he s t or i es goi ng ar ound wer e r umor s. Though many ot her  co l oni s t s 

must  have had t hei r  doubt s about  t he wi l der  s t o r i es , t hese doubt s 

wer e ver y sel dom expr es s ed. 

" I n camp t her e wer e so many r umor s at  t hat  t i me. Peopl e 
bel i eved t hey wer e t r ue. They al ways s ai d, 'My f r i ends say i t . 1 

I t  al most  makes anybody bel i eve i t . " 4 

At t i t ude of  t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s 

The at t i t ude whi ch t he Co- oper at i ve's Boar d of  Di r ec t or s 

hel d t owar d t he gener al  camp popul at i on was not  one conduci ve t o 

t he es t abl i shment  of  bet t er  f ee l i ng . I n i nt er v i ews wi t h Mess r s . 

Ak i t s uk i , Yoshi mur a, and I wamot o, t he wr i t er  was i mpr essed by 

unmi st akabl e t one o f  super i or i t y and snobber y whi ch t hei r  r emar ks 

t ook on, whenever  t hey spoke o f  t he common peopl e. I t  i s ext r emel y 

d i f f i c u l t  t o show t h i s t one i n a pr i nt ed ver bat i m st at ement . The 

f o l l owi ng r emar ks roade by Mr . Yoshl mur a ar e t he best  exampl e 

avai l abl ej  

l i t  i s i nt er es t i ng t o see t h i s ant i - l uxur y at t i t ude expr essed by 
an ol d Tu l ean. 

p 
R. Hankey , Not e s , Aug. 24, pp. 4- 5. 

3ibid., Aug. 30, p. 3. 
4 
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"An i mpor t ant  f aul t  of  t he J apan©a© peopl e her e: t hey don't  
pay t oo much at t ent i on whom t hey el eot  t o cer t ai n o f f i c es . Vi/hen 
you have a meet i ng, somebody t hat  has not  a speck of  br ai ns 
comes out  and t al k , t al k , t a l k . He get s i t . I n one of  t he Co- op 
o f f i c es -  I  don't  see why t hat  man was el ec t ed. 

" I  f i nd out  t hat  t he more r es pons i bi l i t y a per son has , t he 
l e ss he can t al k i nt er os t i ngl y t o t he cr oud. You can wat oh cr owd 
psychol ogy when you have no r espons i bl i t y . I n t hi s cent er  when 
you t al k bef or e a gi b cr owd, i nt el l i gence has not hi ng t o do wi t h 
i t . I f  you make a sens i bl e speech, anybody c al l s you i nu. 

A young ni s ei  g i r l , an o l d Tul ean and ant i - s t at us quo i n 

sent i ment  expr essed her  r eac t i on t o t hi s at t i t ude of  super i or i t y . 

Ther e i  s no doubt  t hat  hor  at t i t ude of  r esent ment  was shar ed by 

many peopl e i n camp and t hat  i t  was not  l i mi t ed onl y t o Mr . Hl t omi . 

"Mr . Hi t omi  on t he whol e wasn't  l i k ed. To t he aver age per son 
he appear ed t o act  super i or . He made i t  t ough. He made peopl e 
hat e hi m. He had no educat i on. I  don't  see why he put  i t  on. 
Bei ng bus i ness manager  of  t he Co- op went  t o h i s head.**2 

Dr . Opl er  made a s i mi l ar  comment t  

"They wer e pr et t y damned snobbi sh about  t he peopl e i n t he 
cent er . They t ook t he at t i t ude, 'We'r e smar t  bus i ness man. The 
peopl e ar e dumb.' They never  ver bal i zed i t  but  i t  was t her e. 
I t  showed i n t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee's act i ons al s o . Hl t omi  
was ver y much of  t hat  way of  t hought . 

At t i t ude of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on 

L ar l y i n J une, t he Caucasi an super vi sor  of  Co- oper at i ve 

Ent er pr i s es , Mr . MoNei l , was r epl aced by Mr . Runcor n. Mr . Runcor n, 

an i deal i s t  and a consc i ent i ous obj ec t or , di d not  make a good 

i mpr ess i on on Mr . Best  or  Mr , Bl ack . Dr . Opl er  was o f  t he opi ni on 

t hat  t he ant i pat hy bet ween Bl ack and Runcor n was i ncr eased because 

Mr . Bl ack had been di r ec t or  of  t he Bl ack- Fox Mi l i t ar y Aoademy i n 

Los Angel es , and consequent l y, di d not  t ake k i ndi l y t o a man 

of  Mr . Runcor n's conv i c t i on. A ser i ous di sagr eement  devel oped 

i b i d . , Mar ch 16, 1944, p . 20. 
2 l b l d . . Sept . 19, p . 3. 
3 l b l d . . J ul y 17, p . 3» 
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over  t he i ssue o f  t he sal ar y t o be pai d t hose J apanese who wer e 

empl oyed as domest i cs i n t he apar t ment s of  t he s t af f  member s' 

f ami l i es * The Caucas i an empl oyer s had been pay i ng #30 a mont h, 

$19 oi  whi ch was r ec ei ved by t he J apanese empl oyee, t he r emai nder  

be±t t g- u«e4 t o d e f r a y ex p en s es amL_f ca- i uppl y- t he 18% of  pr o f i t  on 

whi ch t he Co- oper at i ve Ent er pr i s es oper at ed. Runcor n hel d t hat  

t h i s sal ar y shoul d be r ai s ed t o $40 a mont h. The sur pl us woul d 

t hen go i nt o t he Co- op and i nc r ease t he member s1 di v i dends . The 

Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s , accor di ng t o Mr  * Runcor n, st ood st r ongl y 

behi nd hi m on t he i s s ue. Mr . Bl aok , however  was abso l ut el y 

opposed t o i t . dec ei v i ng no s at i s f ac t i on f r om Mr . Bl ac k , Mr . 

Runcor n t ook, t he mat t er  up wi t h Mr . Bes t . When Runcor n expl ai ned 

t hat  ho f e l t  t hat  t he Caucas i an s t af f  was "t ak i ng advant age o f  

t he s i t uat i on under  whi ch t he evacuees wer e f or ced t o l i v e , " 

Mr . Best  s t at ed, " I ' m not  goi ng t o have anybody her e s i di ng wi t h 

t he peopl e agai ns t  me." Mr . Runcor n made r epeat ed ef f o r t s t o 

wi n over  Bl ack but  made no pr ogr ess . When he poi nt ed out  t hat  

t he s t af f  member s woul d have pay 8̂0 a mont h f o r  t he ser vi ce 

t hey wer e r ecei v i ng on t he pr o j ec t  f o r  t>30, Mr . Bl ack cur sed and 

swor e. Thi s i nf or mat i on came f r om Mr . Runcor n h i ms el f , and i s 

undoubt edl y t r ue, s i nce he was a nai vel y honest  and t r ut hf ul  man. 

The Boar d of  Di r ec t or s t ook a ver y st r ong st and agai ns t  t he 

Admi ni s t r at i on on t h i s domest i c wage i ssue and t hr eat ened t o 

r es i gn i n & body i f  t he $50 a mont h sal ar y wer e cont i nued. Event u-

al l y t hey agr eed t o compr omi se at  $35 a mont h but  Mr . Bl ack agai n 

r ef used t o cons i der  i t . Runcor n, who, t hr ough Dr . Opl er , had been 

gi ven some i dea of  t he l ow opi ni on i n whi ch t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s 

was hel d by t he peopl e, bel i eved t hat  i f  t he bo r ad's st and f or  a 
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|135 wag© wer e publ i c i zed i t  woul d I ncr ease t he body 's pr es t i ge. 

An ar t i c l e was pr epar ed f o r  t he Co- oper at i ve publ i c at i on. Af t er  

1, 500 mi meogr aphed sheet s had been pr epar ed, Mr . Bl ack hear d of  

t he mat t er , and f or bade t he di s t r i but i on of  t he sheet s . They 

wer e t hr own away. 

Runcor n's r easoni ng i n t h i s mat t er  i s open t o c r i t i c i s m, f or  

publ i cat i on of  such a st at ement  coul d do l i t t l e agai ns t  t he gr eat  

power  of  t he peopl es ' hat r ed t owar d t he Boar d. Mor eover , s i nce 

al most  no evacuee i n Tul e Lake under st ood t he pr i nc i p l es under  

whi ch a Co- oper at i ve oper at es , t he hi gher  wage woul d appear  t o 

be onl y a way I n whi ch t he Boar d coul d add t o t he hoar d of  oash 

wni ch t hey wer e popul ar l y r egar ded t o be accumul at i ng f or  t hei r  

own nef ar i ous ends . 

Thi s domest i c ser v i ce i ssue was of  I nf i n i t es i mal  i nt er es t  

t o t he peopl e. No i nf or mant s ment i oned I t . I t  has been r ecount ed 

her e t o show t he at t i t ude of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on t owar d t he Co-

oper at i ve dur i ng t hi s per i od of  i nc r eas i ng t ens i on. 

At t empt ed hammer  mur der  

On J une 22 a der anged evacuee at t acked h i s room- mate wi t h 

a hammer . Whi l e i t  appear s t hat  t hi s at t ack had no connect i on 

wi t h t he f eel i ng agai ns t  t he i n u . i t  not abl y i nc r eased t he t ens i on 

I n camp. The f o l l owi ng account  appear ed i n t he Newel l  St ar  on 

J ul y 29: 

I NVESTI GATI ON CONTl NUbS ON BATTERY CASE 

I nves t i gat i on by aut hor i t i es i s bei ng conduct ed of  bat t er y 
char ges agai ns t  Shi gao Okamot o, 40, of  3301- D f o r  i n j ur i es 
I n f l i c t ed on Sonosuke Suzuk i , 51, of  3301- D and Har uj i  Tanabe, 
56, of  3319- F l as t  Wednesday n i ght . 

Suzuk i  r ecei ved a sever e hammer  bl ow on t he head and when 
t aken t o t he ho s p i t a l , he was r epor t ed suf f er i ng f r om a f r ac t ur ed 
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s k ul l . Tanabe waa al so st r uck on t he head but  he escaped wi t h 
onl y mi nor  i n j u r i es . 

The Col oni al  Po l i ce ¿- »epartment  di s c l osed t hat  Okamot o, i mmedi  
at el y af t er  t he at t acks , sur r ender ed hi msel f  t o t he po l i c e. 

The depar t ment  announced t hat  Okamot o was l odged i n t he 
l ooal  J ai l  unt i l  Sat ur day ; at  whi ch t i me he was r emoved t o t he 
Modoc count y J ai l  i n Al t ur as unt i l  f ur t her  di s pos i t i on of  h i s 
c as e. 

Accor di ng t o f a i r l y wel l  post ed evacuee I nf or mant s , Okamot o 

and Suzuk i  had been ol d f r i ends arid wer e r oomi ng t oget her » Bot h 

of  t he men wer e s ai d t o be i s s ei  and had come f r om Rohwer . Many 

mont hs bef or e Okamot o had spent  some t i me i n t he s t ockade. An 

account  of  an i nf or mant  l i v i ng i n a near by bl ock i s f a i r l y 

accur at e: 

" I  hear d t hi s man (Okamot o) went  t o t h i s bachel or 1 s pl ace 
and out  hi m up wi t h a hat c het . (Anot her  ver s i on has i t  t hat  
Okamot o at t acked h i s room- mate whi l e t he room- mate was on h i s 
c o t , as l eep . ) Nobody knew what  t he r eason was . They say t he man 
who di d t he at t ack i ng was qui et  and n i c e. Af t er  t hat  he went  t o 
a mar r i ed c oupl e's p l ac e, he knocked on t he door  and t he wi f e 
answer ed. He f l ung her  as i de and at t acked t he man. Then he went  
t o t he war den's o f f i c e and r epor t ed (gave hi msel f  u p ) . Suzuki  
and Tanabe wer e t he men at t acked, 1 hear . � . . 

"X hear  ever ybody i s ner vous i n her e. Thi s pl ace gi ves me 
t he wi l l i e s . " ! 

Sever al  i nf or mant s r emar ked t hat  "t he man must  have been 

c r azy , because he went  t o t he war den's o f f i c e and gave hi msel f  

u p . " The "Q"1 s h i nt ed t hat  t he at t acker  may have cons i der ed h i s 

r oom- mate an l nu. I t  shoul d be r emember ed t hat  t he MQf t | s , as 

member s of  t he pr essur e gr oup, had an i nt er es t  i n i nc r eas i ng t he 

ner vous t ens i on i n camp« 

On J ul y 2, Mr s . comment ed on t hi s and t he ot her  beat i ngs 

s t at i ng t hat  t ho at t acker s wer e "t oo smar t  t o get  c a u g h t S h e 

added: 

1lbld.. July  24, p. 1. 
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"The man who di d t ur n hi msel f  over  was c r azy . That  * s why 
he gave hi msel f  up . Peopl e ar e sayi ng t hat  even t h i s heat i ng 
was an i nu beat i ng, The o l d man had f ound out  t hat  h i s f r i end 
was ac t i ng l i k e an l n u . " l  

EI ECTI ON OF EI GHT WARD POLI CE COMMI SSI ONERS 

On J une 22, t he Newel l  St ar  announced t hat  an el ec t i on woul d 

be hel d t o el oot  ei ght  war d po l i ce commi ssi oner s whose f unc t i on 

woul d be "t o br i ng about  an under s t andi ng and co- oper at i on bet ween 

t he co l oni s t s and t he Po l i ce Depar t ment  i n t he enf or cement  of  

r ul es whi ch have beon set  up f o r  t he good of  t he c ent er . " At t i -

t udes t owar d t h i s pr oposal  wer e ver y d i f f i c u l t  t o obt ai n, because 

no one pai d any at t ent i on t o i t . Ever y st at ement  made was obt ai ned 

onl y af t er  a s pec i f i c quest i on v/as asked. The announcement  made 

i n t he Wowe11 St af  f o l l ows : 

PROPOSAL TO i &I ECT EI GHT WARD POLI CE COMMI SSI ONERS 

Res i dent s ar e no t i f i ed of  a pl an advanced by Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  
Kay Bes t  f o r  t he sel ec t i on of  a body of  ei ght  men who wi l l  act  
as Commi ssi oner s of  t he Co l oni al  Pol i ce Depar t ment , The Commi s-
s i oner s wi l l  have t he r es pons i bi l i t y of  br i ngi ng about  an under -
s t andi ng and cooper at i on bet ween t he co l oni s t s and t he Po l i ce 
Depar t ment  i n t he enf or cement  of  r ul es whi ch have been set  up 
f or  t he good of  t he c ent er . 

PROCEDURE 
An el ec t i on wi l l  bo ho l d Wednesday i n each bl ook t o sel ec t  

by bal l o t  or  by acc l amat i on one man whom t hey cons i der  qual i f i ed 
t o act  a3 a r o l i co Commi ss i oner , at  t he bl ock el ec t i o ns , t he 
bl ook el ec t i o ns , t he bl ock manager  wi l l  t ake char ge of  t he meet i ng 
and appoi nt  a commi t t ee of  t hr ee per sons f r om t he bl ook t o act  
as j udges and t o count  bal l o t s i f  t he bal l o t i ng syst em i s us ed. 

No per son who i s ser v i ng as a bl ook manager  wi l l  bo e l i g i b l e 
t o be sel ec t ed f or  t hi s po s i t i o n. 

Af t er  t he el ec t i ons ar e compl et ed, t he war d chai r man wi l l  
be pr ov i ded wi t h t he names of  per son el ec t ed i n each bl ook . He 
wi l l  pr epar e t he necessar y bal l o t s by l i s t i ng t he names of  per sons 
sel ec t ed f r om each bl ook and t he number  of  t he bl ock whi ch t hey 
r epr esent . Ho wi l l  t hen c al l  f o r  an el ec t i on t o be hel d at  e*veiy 
bl ook i n h i s war d on Wednesday, J ul y 5 wher ei n al l  per sons over  
t he age of  21 wi l l  be ent i t l ed t o vo t e. They wi l l  oast  t hei r  

1lbld., July 2, p.2. 
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vot e f o r  t hr ee per sons on t he bal l o t s« 

The t hr ee per sons who r ecei ve t he gr eat es t  number  of  vot es 
i n t h i s war d el ec t i on wi l l  be c al l ed i n at  a l at er  dat e f or  an 
i nt er v i ew wi t h Ass i s t ant  Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  Har r y Bl ack and Super vi -
sor  Wi l l i am C. Ho l di ng of  t he Po l i ce depar t ment ; at  whi oh t i me 
one of  t he t hr ee men wi l l  be sel eot ed t o act  as Pol i ce Coai mi ssi axer  
f o r  t he war d« 

The day f o l l owi ng t h i s announcement , "Y " was asked what  he 

t hought  about  t he mat t er . He s t at ed t hat  he t hought  t hat  t he 

el ec t i on mi ght  be mor e success f ul  t han t he Admi ni s t r at i on's 

at t empt  t o f ur t her  t he el ec t i on of  a Repr esent at i ve Body i n May. 

" I t  may have a 50- 50 chance. You see t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y 
i s ver y bad. Soros body mi ght  t h i nk , "We'r e goi ng t o change t h i s 
sys t em." So t he el ec t i on mi ght  go bet t er . 

" K \  when ques t i oned, 3ai d he had not  even hear d of  t he 

mat t er . (K usual l y keeps v/el l  i nf or med on such i s s ues . ) He was 

wi l l i ng t o guess , however , t hat  i t  woul d be a r esoundi ng f a i l u r e . 

Nobody wi t h any sel f - r espect  woul d t ake t he pos i t i on because t hey 

woul d i nvar i abl y be l abel l ed l n u . a 

" I " di d not  t hi nk t he pr oposal  woul d succeed e i t her : 

" I  do n' t  know. X don' t  t hi nk i t ' s goi ng t o be such a hot  
i dea. The peopl e ar en ' t  goi ng t o l i k e i t , I  t h i nk . I t ' s gi v i ng 
t he peopl e t he i mpr ess i on t hat  t hey 'r e put t i ng t hen under  addi t i onal  
s ur vei l l anc e. 

The r t Qws, pr essur e goup l eader s , s t at ed f r ank l y t hat  t hey 

wer e hopi ng t hat  t he el ec t i on woul d be even a bi gger  f l o p t han 

t he at t empt  t o el ec t  r epr esent at i ves i n May. 

The el ec t i ons wer e hel d on May 27 and appear  t o have been 

ver y poor l y at t ended. No announcement  o f  t he number  of  per sons 

1 i b i d . . Kay 23, P . 1. 
2 i b i d . . May 26, P- 1. 
5 i b l d . . May 25, P* 3. 

May 24, 2. 
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vot i ng was ever  mad© al t hough t he po l i ce commi ssi oner s wer e duly-

el ec t ed and accept ed by t he Admi ni s t r at i on. Some i nf or mant s , 

when quest i oned about  t he el ec t i o n , sai d t hey had not  hear d about  

i t . Wo one showed any I nt er es t . Mr s . "Y " sai ds 

"The Bl ock Manager  announced i t  i n t he mess ha l l  at  l unch 
t i me. He s ai d we'd have a meet i ng, but  he sai d a c er t ai n number  
of  peopl e have t o oome t o have t he meet i ng and i f  you don' t  come, 
we c an ' t  have i t . I  do n' t  t hi nk many peopl e went * Geor ge (her  
husband) and I  d i dn ' t  g o . " 1 

Mr s . l i v i ng i n a ver y st r ong st at us- quo bl oc k , r epor t ed 

Q 

t hat  her  bl ock had had no meet i ng at  e.11« Bl ock 6, made nomi na-

t i o ns , t o t he gr eat  di sgus t  of  t he WQ"8
8 who l i ve i n t h i s bl oc k . 

They expl ai ned t hat  onl y about  t en peopl e had at t ended t he meet i ng 

wher eupon t he bl ock manager  expl ai ned t hat  t her e was not hi ng i n 

t he announcement  about  a quor um and pr oceeded wi t h t he nomi nat i on.  ̂

"K ", who l i v es i n bl ock 7, r epor t ed t hat  he and t he bl ock r es i dent s 

had been ur ged t o come t o t he meet i ng but  t hat  onl y about  f our  

peopl e had at t ended. "K" t hen t ur ned t o a f r i end f r om t he Manzanar  

sec t i on who happened t o be pr esent  and as k ed, "How was I t  i n Man-

zanar ? Wer e t her e enough i nus t her e t̂ o ho l d an el ec t i o n? " The 

f r i end sai d t hat  he di d not  t hl nK t her e had been any nomi nat i ons 

i n h i s bl oc k . "Who want s t o be a l egal  dog?" he added, 4  

1 3 &. 1 STQCKAJ LH IKL'KFTFLHKA DLI \ T TO SANTA EE 

on J ul y 28, t he r emoval  of  15 of  t he i s s ei  c onf i ned i n t he 

s t ockade, a movement  whi ch t he Admi ni s t r at i on had been c ons i der i ng 

f or  some t i me, was f i na l l y accompl i shed. Concer n over  poss i bl e 

r ever ber at i ons i n t he col ony had been expr essed by sever al  member  s 

M b i d . , J une 30, p . 2. 
g i b i d . , J ul y 2, p . 1 . 

î b i d . , J une 30, p . 2. 
4 i b i d . , J ul y 2, p . 2. 
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of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on, Mr. Rober t son i n par t i c ul ar . Thi s concer n 

pr oved, f or  t he most  par t , t o be unf ounded. Whi l e t he pr essur e 

gr oup made omi nous r emar ks on what  "t he peopl e woul d do , w and 

whi l e f r i ends and acquai nt ances of  t he men r emoved wer e angr y, 

no over t  pr ot est  was made. 

The day bef or e t he men wer e t aken f r om camp, t hey wer e al l owed 

t o say f ar ewel l  t o t hei r  f ami l i es , a pr i v i l ege on v«hi ch Mr . Rober t -

son had i ns i s t ed, i t  was al so r epor t ed by a member  of  I nt er nal  

¿¿ecur i t y t hat  t hey had wr i t t en t o t ho i r  f ami l i es , r equest i ng t het  

no demonst r at i on accompany t hei r  depar t ur e. Remar ks made by 

member s of  t he Admi ni st r at i ve St af f  i ndi cat e t hat  t hey had at t empt ed 

t o r econc i l e t he3© i s s ei  t o t he t r ans f er  011 the gr ounds t hat  t hei r  

t r ans f er  t o 3ant a t fe woul d i ncr ease t hei r  chance of  an ear l y r et ur n 

t o J apan. Mr . Bl ack , whi l e not  admi t t i ng t hat  any such st at e me rfc 

had been made t o t he i nt er nees , t ol d a meet i ng of  t he Communi t y 

Management  Sect i on t hat  t hi s t r ans f er  woul d i ncr ease t he men1s 

chances of  r epat r i at i on. -̂

"¿'he l eave t ak i ng was accompani ed by consi der abl e cer emony. 

Speeches wer e made and songs sung, among whi ch wer e t he J apanese 

Nat i onal  Ant hem and Aul d .bang Syne. Some t hr ee t o f our  hundr ed 

peopl e gat her ed at  t hat  par t  of  t he col ony f ence near est  t he 

st ockade, evacuees empl oyed i n t he Admi ni st r at i ve sect i on wat ched 

t he pr oceedi ngs cover t l y f r om behi nd near by bar r acks , The men, 

dr essed i n t hei r  best  s ui t s , l ef t  t he st ockade J aunt i l y and as 

each ent er ed t he bus he was gi ven a r ousi ng cheer  by t hose l ef t  

behi nd i n t he st ockade. 

That  same eveni ng, or  t he eveni ng pr ecedi ng, Mr . Tsuda, t he 

1 ~ 
i b i d . , J une 2D, p . 4. 
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l oader  of  one of  t he pr essur e gr oups whi ch had been wor k i ng t o 

get  t he men out  of  t he st ockade c al l ed a meet i ng of  t he r el at i v es 

of  t he t r ans f er r ed men. Hi s home was wat ched by t he pol i ce t hr ough-

out  t he n i ght . Mr . Bes t , however , was r epor t ed t o be i n exc el l ent  

s p i r i t s and t o have t el ephoned Washi ngt on t hat  camp af f ai r s wer e 

goi ng beaut i f u l l y . 1 

±t  was not  poss i bl e t o obt ai n a gener al  pi c t ur e of  how t he 

r emoval  of  t hese men was r egar ded by t he c o l oni s t s . Onl y one 

i nf or mant  "Y " ' s wi f e, was cont act ed bef or o t he Hi t omi  mur der  made 

v i s i t s i mposs i bl e. MY **a wi f e, whi l e she vot ed agai ns t  s t at us 

quo, l i v ed i n a ver y st r ong s t at us quo bl oc k . One of  t he men 

t r ans f er r ed t o Sant a Fe was al so a f or mer  r es i dent  of  t h i s bl oc k , 

"Dot h Geor ge and 1 t hi nk t her e*s goi ng t o be a l ot  of  t r oubl e 
her e si nce t hese 13 men wor e sent  t o Sant a F e. Mr . Komi ya i n 
t h i s bl ock was sent � He was J ust  secr et ar y t o Mr . Takahashi . 
I t ' s ver y myst er i ous . I t ' s f unny t hat  he was sent  t o Sant a Fe 
and Mr . Takahashi  was n't  even ar r es t ed. I  can t el l  you t hat  
ever ybody i n t he bl ock t hi nks ver y l i t t l e of  hi m (Mr . Tak ahas hi ) . 
The f eel i ng i s ver y bad 

"The peopl e ar e ver y upset  about  t he peopl e bei ng sent  t o 
Sant a F e. Many peopl e say t hat  t hey have been f oo l ed: t hey 
ar en' t  goi ng t o be sent  t o J apan f i r s t , j us t  because t hey wer e 
sent  t o Sant a F e. 

"X don't  know, i 'he peopl e her % j ust  shut  up . Wi t h Mr . 
Takahashi  her e, nobody t r us t s h i m«"2 

Mr s . Y� i mpl i es t hat  t he peopl e di d not  dar e t o expr ess 

t hemsel ves f r ank l y on t he mat t er  of  t he t r ans f er  t o Sant a F e, 

f or  f ear  t hat  Mr . Takahashi  woul d r epor t  t hem t o t he Admi ni st r a-

t i o n. Two ni ght s af t er  t he st at ement  was made Mr . Takahashi  was 

assaul t ed by myst er i ous as s ai l ant s but  was not  I nj ur ed s er i ous l y . 

Eh ATI  NO OF ¿UHI UAI U 

On J une 29 a r es i dent  of  bl ock 74 named Kur l har a was beat en. 

1 i b i d . , J une 2a , p . 1. 
2 l b l d . . J une 30, p . 1« 
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Accor di ng t o r umor , he had come f r om Hear t  Mount ai n and was 

r eput ed t o be a c l ose f r i end of  Mr . T at ei s h i , one of  t he "number  

oen" I nu. He was al so sai d t o have been a member  of  t he Dal hyo 

Sha K a l . 1 I nf or mant s cont act ed spoke of  t he mat t er  c as ual l y . 

Beat i ngs had become such common occur r ances t hat  t hey ar oused 

not i ceabl y l es s i nt er es t  and exc i t ement . On t he Kur i har a beat i j qg 

f fYw * s wi f e s ai d: 

"Peopl e ar e t el l i ng Geor ge t hat  t he man who was beat en d i dn ' t  
know why he was beat en. But  some say t her e was a good r eason f o r  
i t . " 2 

"K" r emar ked t hat  he had hear d t hat  Kur i har a had been ver y 

unpopul ar  i u bl ooV. The wr i ter  ®r,ksd hi » why onl y thi rd rate inu 

wa r  Tx i ns; b i t̂ o n u p . "Y o u shoul d V n o » / s »i e "The h i p o nf s er e toe 

wel l  f cunr J ad. But  tbe guar d %i l l  s l i p Up sows t i ne«* 8 / 

The <5»y bef or e F i t o n i  ws ? mur der ed t he wr i t er  end Mr  * F o ber t s o n di s c us s ed 

t he c o l ony a i t  net  i on one' o bm t o t he c o nc l us i o n t hr .t  t h« t ens i o n and 

unei t se hod r eec hed � her et o f o r e unpr ec i dent ed p i t c h , Mr . P o ber t s o n wf i « not 

r es i di ng at  Tuie t?»¡co dur i ng the November  t r oubl e but  f t et ed t bst  he bel i eved 

t hat  t he s t at e o f  t ens i on i n t h* © Tony t t  t t t i faxfr taa t he moment  w«s 

p r o babl y wor se t hen i t  t ad been i n Nover aber . He bed spent  t he af t er no o n of 

t he 2nd of  J u l y v i s I t  i ng i n t he e l ony and h*d be com© depr es s * <? end g r eat l y 

c onc er ned over  bhe ut t i t uf l e o f  t he p eo p l e . Per s ons is bo t ed her et o f o r e 

gr eet ed h5a c our t eous l y wow i gnor ed hi m or  t ur ned t hei r  b e c k s . Si nc e 

B o b e r t e o n * * « o x t r *or di n»r i }y popul ar  ead r espec t ed h i gh l y by t he col oni st s» 

t h i s o o l d mt s vi f.s ver y s i g n i f i c a n t . Ho i n a r med t he vt r i t cr  t hot  gr oup 

« i t h whon he h«d M t  had t o l d hi i r . t hot  t he s endl ne of  t he i n t er nees t o 

Sant a Fe w e t he l r«st  s t r ew. F r om now o n t hey wer e t hr ough wi t h Mr . Bes t  � 

T h e / wer * no l onger  go i ng t o t r y t o c o nt r o l  t he young f e l l o ws , wh o , eo c o r di ng 

i b i d . . p . 2 . 

2 
i b i d . , p . 1 . 

i bi d.9 J ul y 2, 1944, p. 2* 
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to the ir f©count , "»� have had di f f i cul t y r est r ai ni ng for � i on* t i n»." 

He » o , al so tol d that from no» on net onl y beat i ngs ««r e to bt txptot td -

There might bt murder . Al .r r ed by the ser i ousness of the .si tuat i on, bt 

had had a t al k wi th Mr . Funoom, the Supervi sor of the Co- op, and had ro-

stra a,ed the nt c t s s i t y of mki nt  an attempt to deor t tee the unpopul ar i t y of 

the co- op. Bunoorn had suggested the lamed l ets i ssui ng of a di vi dent . 

Puncor n hod i nsi st ed, however , thot the bootee «ere cor r ect , si nce they ««¡re 

gone over ever y month by an accountant from outsi de the pr oj ect . Rober tson 

rtoomotnded that the monthl y st at e trie nt  be presented to the peopl e i n 

s i mpl e, understandabl e for m. Runoorn sai d ht had not P r ev i ous l y thought 

of  do i ng t h i s . 

Al though Sir. Robe r be on had entered the col ony secr et l y on Sat ur day, 

i mmedi atel y i n returni ng to the ¿dnl met r ot i ve er e* Vie *«s cal l ed i n by 

Mr . Best . Mr . Best *sktd hi -  ho* t hi ngs «ore f oi r R. "Do you went M to 

t el l  )Ctv the t r uth?" atkftd Fot wr t son. "Car t *i nl y ," sai d * e , t . "Tht y art 

«®r st than ter ry,11 sai d Rober t eon, You' r e or nsy," sai d l auphi ng. l / 

On the mor ni ng of J u l y 4t h , t he oamp «f t  el ect r i f i ed by the nt«e that 

Y a s a ° HUo mi , the Co- op's Genor  *1 Kano t̂ r , had been murdered »hi l t on hi s 

»a y home f r o n t he o * r n i v * i  hel d on Sunday n i g h t . 
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A l ong kni f e had been dr i ven t hr ough h i s t hr oat , f r om t he r egi on 

of  t he l ar ynx t o t he base of  t he br ai n . He had, ev i dent l y , been 

at t acked near  h i s apar t ment , f or  he was f ound on t he door st ep of  

one of  h i s nei ghbor s . Whet her  t he as sai l ant  or  as s ai l ant s f o l l owed 

hi m f r om t he car ni val  or  wai t ed f or  hi m near  h i s home i s not  known. 

Some i nves t i gat or s wer e of  t he opi ni on t hat  sever al  men wer e i n-

vo l ved, s i nce t he kni f e was dr i ven i n a manner  whi ch woul d i ndi cat e 

t hat  Hi t omi  was hel d by one or  more men whi l e anot her  st abbed hi m. 

Ot her  i nves t i gat or s s t at ed t hat  a man who knew how t o use a kni f e 

coul d have done i t  al one. Much l at er , i t  was r emar ked by t he 

Pr o j ec t  At t or ney, Mr . Noyes , t hat  i t  had been di scover ed t hat  t he 

mur der er  had gone i nt o t he l at r i ne and washed hi msel f  at  whi ch 

t i me he mi ght  have been eas i l y capt ur ed. L i t t l e of  t he above 

i nf or mat i on can be cor r obor at ed unl ess t he wr i t er  i s gi ven access 

t o t he r epor t s of  t he i nves t i gat o r s . 

On J ul y 6t h t he f o l l owi ng i nf or mat i on was r el eased i n t he 

Newel l  St ar . 

COOP MANAGER SLAI N BY MYSTERI OUS ASSASSI N 

Of f i c i a l s Of f er  Res i gnat i ons 

Vi c t i m of  an at t ack by an uni dent i f i ed as s ai l ant , *aozo 
Hi t omi , 44- year - ol d gener al  manager  of  t he Tul e Lake Cooper at i ve 
Ent er pr i s es , was f ound k ni f ed t o deat h Sunday ni ght  near  h i s 
r es i dence at  3514- A. 

Hi t omi  was f ound by h i s ni ece Fumi ko Hi t omi  l y i ng agai ns t  
t he por ch of  h i s nei ghbor 's apar t ment  wi t h a st ab wound t hr ough 
t he t hoat , whi ch appar ent l y was admi ni s t er ed wi t h a l ong- bl aded 
k n i f e . He was dead when r emoved t o t he base ho s p i t a l . 

P r i or  t o evacuat i on t he v i c t i m had l i v ed i n Sacr ament o as an 
agent  f or  Sunl i ght  I nsur ance Company. He i s sur v i ved by h i s wi f e, 
Shi zuye, and t hr ee c hi l dr en, Mamor u, Mi t sur u, and Rei ko , al l  
r es i di ng i n t h i s c ent er . 
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MEETI NG 

As a r esul t  of  h i s s l ay i ng, an emer gency Cooper at i ve Boar d 
of  Di r ec t o r 's Meet i ng was c al l ed ônday mor ni ng; at  whi ch t i me 
al l  17 member s of  t he boar d r eso l ved t o t ender  t hei r  r es i gnat i ons 
c o l l ec t i v el y . 

Subsequent l y , t he f o l l owi ng o f f i c i a l s of  t he Cooper at i ve 
t ender ed t hei r  r es i gnat i ons whi ch wer e appr oved and accept ed by 
t he Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s : Masao Ni shi mi , ass i s t ant  manager ; Masamor i  
Mar uyama, t r easur er ; Reno Yoshi mur a, execut i ve sec r et ar y ; Geor ge 
Nakamur a, bus i ness manager ; Masao I wawak i , per sonnel  di r ec t o r ; and 
Toshi o Tomoshi ge, i nf or mat i on di r ec t o r . 

Cant eens wer e r eopened yest er day as t he r es ul t  of  a meet i ng 
bet ween t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s and cant een and f ac t or y manager s 
on t he same day . 

EVENTS RESULTI NG FROM HI TQMI  MURQCR 

Mr . Hi t o mi 's deat h was f o l l owed by a number  of  i nt er es t i ng 

occur r ances , al l  of  whi ch hi nged upon i t  t o some degr ee. F i r s t  

of  al l  came t he i mmedi at e r es i gnat i on of  t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s 

of  t he Co- oper at i ve and al l  t he key empl oyees. For  a t i me i t  

appear ed as i f  t her e woul d be whol esal e r es i gnat i ons among t he 

ent i r e Co- op s t af f . The st or e manager s wi shed t o r es i gn but  wer e 

event ual l y coaxed i nt o keepi ng t hei r  j obs by t he new Boar d of  

Di r ec t o r s . Ever y member  of  t he o l d boar d r es i gned except  Mr . 

Gunder son, t he Caucas i an member  who hel d h i s pos i t i on by v i r t ue 

of  cant een number  4, whi ch was l ocat ed i n t he Admi ni s t r at i ve ar ea 

f o r  t he conveni ence of  t he per sonnel . "̂ 

F i f t een f ami l i es of  J apanese, wer e r emoved f r om t he camp t o 

pr ot ect  t he l i v es of  some member  who had r eason t o bel i eve he mi ght  

be mur der ed next . Among t hese men wer e Xamat ani  and Ak i t s uk i , 

ex- member s of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee, Mr . T at ei s h i , t he 

r umor ed publ i c i nu number  1, Mr . Shi mokon, t he J apanese head of  

I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , Mr . Mat suoka, t he pr es i dent  of  t he Co- oper at i ve 

who had al so r es i gned, Mr . Takahashi , and sever al  ot her  per sons 

1 i b i d . t  J ul y 12, 1944, p . 2. 
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who had hel d h i gh pos i t i ons I n t he Co- op. Whet her  t hi s exodus 

was i n i t i at ed by t he J apanese or  by t he Admi ni s t r at i on i s not  

c er t ai nl y known. Wel l  i nf or med per sons s t at ed t hat  t he member s 

of  t he Caucas i an pol i ce c al l ed at  t hese men's homes and t o l d t hem 

t o come wi t h t hem or  Admi ni s t r at i on woul d not  be r espons i bl e f or  

t hei r  l i v es . Some ar e sai d t o have gone under  pr o t es t . Al most  

hal f  of  t hem r et ur ned t o t he cent er  a f ew days l at er . The r emai nder  

r ef used t o r et ur n f or  sever al  weeks ( ? ) even t hough Mr . Bes t , who 

af t er  about  t en days had a change of  mi nd r egar di ng t hei r  f at e, 

ur ged t hem t o do so. Thr ee of  t he men event ual l y l ef t  Tul e LakB 

and t ool i  up r es i dence i n ot her  c ent er s . These wer e Mes s r s . Yamat ani , 

Shi mokon and T at e i s h i . The l at t er  i s r eput ed t o have been f or ced 

out  of  Hear t  Mount ai n, h i s cent er  of  r ef uge, by adver se publ i c 

opi ni on t her e. The peopl e of  Hear t  Mount ai n, i t  was s ai d, di d 

not  wi sh t o har bor  Tul e L ak e's dogs . I t  i s i mpossi bl e t o say 

t hat  t he r emoval  of  t hese men was unwi se. Yamat ani , Tat ei s hi  

and Ak i t suk i  wer e so unpopul ar  t hat  had t hey r emai ned i n t he 

cent er  dur i ng t hi s t ense per i od t hey mi ght  have s uf f er ed v i o l enc e. 

The Admi ni s t r at i on r ecei ved wor d of  sever al  anonymous t hr eat s 

i mmedi at el y af t er  t he mur der ; one t hr eat  i n par t i c ul ar , i s s ai d 

t o have pr omi sed t he mur der  of  al l  t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s of  t he 

Co- op. The peopl es* at t i t udes r egar di ng t hese f l eei ng per sons 

wi l l  be di scussed l at er . 

I mmedi at el y af t er  t he mur der  t he cant eens wer e cr owded wi t h 

peopl e s t ock i ng up on f ood suppl i es . They f ear ed t hat  t he st or es 

woul d be c l osed, a po l i cy whi ch Mr . Yamat ani  s t r ongl y ur ged upon 

Mr . Runcor n t o Runcor n's gr eat  di s gus t . 
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"Yamat ani  j us t  pl eaded wi t h JOB t o be a di c t at or  and cl ose 
t he s t or es . I  was di sgus t ed wi t h hi m. I  can see how t he peopl e 
f eel  about  h i m. w l  

The st or es wer e not  c l osed and t he hoar di ng I mpul se wor e 

i t s el f  out . 

TWO weeks af t er  t he mur der  t he ent i r e s t af f  of  t he J apanese 

Col oni al  Pol i ce r es i gned i n a body, hav i ng no doubt  dec i ded t hat  

t hey coul d no l onger  car r y on i n t hei r  st at e of  unpopul ar i t y . 

Two event s whi ch c l osel y f o l l owed t he mur der  but  had no connect i on 

wi t h i t  wer e t he announcement  of  t he r es ul t s of  t he Cour t  Mar t i al  

t r i a l  of  t he so l di er  who shot  So i chi  Okamot o and t he ar r i val  on 

t he pr o j ec t  of  Mr . Er nes t  Bes i g, t he r epr esent at i ve of  t he Amer i can 

Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on t o whi ch or gani zat i on t he st ockade i nt er nees 

had appeal ed. Al l  of  t hese mat t er s wi l l  be di scussed i n t he f ol l ow-

i ng sec t i ons i n compl et e det a i l . 

I MMEDI ATE EVACUEE REACTI ONS TO THE MURI ER 

The i mmedi at e camp r eac t i on t o t he mur der  was a uni ver sal  

st at e of  gr eat  exc i t ement , t ens i on and f ear . At  f i r s t  t he gyegt  

maj or i t y of  t he peopl e assumed t hat  Hi t omi  had met  h i s f at e because 

of  h i s t r emendousl y bad r eput at i on, and t he f ear  of  commi t t i ng 
\  

any act  whi ch woul d r emot el y r esembl e t hat  of  an l nu r ose so hi gh 

t hat  al l  but  t he most  cour ageous of  t he wr i t er ' s i nf or mant s r ef us ed, 

t hough po l i t el y , t o r ecei ve her  I ncome apar t ment s . Af t er  a per i od 

of  about  two weeks t he f i ne edge of  t hi s t er r or  decr eased and 

guar ded cont act s wi t h Caucas i ans wer e r esumed. So t hor oughl y 

di d t he mur der  pur ge t he abnor mal  hat r ed of  t he i nu t hat  i t  never  

ar ose agai n as a s i gni f i c ant  campwi de phenomenon. 

The domi nant  I mmedi at e r eac t i on t o t he deat h i t s el f  was a 

wi despr ead conv i c t i on t hat  t he deceased had met  t he f at e he deser ved. 
1 i b i d . , p . 3. 
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coup led wi th the de ter  mint? «� i- n not  to say anything which would betray 

the murderer . As K* eapresssed i t : "The chi ef  at t i tude is that  everybody 

shut  up l ike a ol am. The murderer  di d a nice pieca of  work as far  as 

that  goes." l / 

1/ i bi d., J ul y 20,, 1944, p. 1. 
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Ti me t emper ed t hi s at t i t ude a gr eat  deal , but  t he f i r s t  expr essed 

r eac t i on of  many peopl e, peopl e who wer e I n no way r adi cal  or  

bl ood- t hi r s t y , was t hat  Hi t oml  had got  onl y what  was comi ng t o 

hi m. A most  v i v i d and accur at e account  of  t h i s at t i t ude was 

pr epar ed f or  t he wr i t er  by K . Though t hi s paper  was l ar gel y an 

expr ess i on of  K ' s per sonal  opi ni ons , t he at t i t udes expr essed t her ei n 

wer e common t o t he maj or i t y of  t he peopl e. K . kept  hi msel f  wel l  

acquai nt ed wi t h popul ar  at t i t udes . Hi s per sonal  hat r ed of  t he 

"dogs'1 as r eveal ed i n h i s st at ement s must  not  be cons i der ed 

par t i c ul ar l y exagger at ed. Most  peopl e bor e s i mi l ar  sent i ment s 

but  di d not  expr ess t hem as f r ank l y . 

K ' S MANUSCRI PT pr epar ed bef or e J ul y 20. 

I t  may seem r at her  unj us t  t o t hose who ar e not  post ed wi t h 
t he af f a i r s of  t he camp t o bl ame t he Admi ni s t r at i on f or  t he pr esent  
f ear  and unr es t  caused by t er r o i sm, but  however  unj us t  i t  may seem, 
i t  i s t r ue. I t  i s t he pr oduct  o f  t he Amer i can J us t i ce as pr ac t i ced 
by t he W.R .A . Admi ni s t r at i ou at  Tul e L ak e. 

The beat i ng of  Hi t oml , Mor i mot o, I . Takahashi , and t he mur der  
of  i . Hi t omi  can be pl aced at  t he ver y door st eps of  t he Admi ni st r a-
t i on. Ever  s i nce my ar r i val  her e at  Tul e L ake, I  have hear d cons-
t ant  r esent ment s bei ng vo i ced by t he r es i dent s agai ns t  t he Co-
oper at i ve Ent er pr i s e. 

The bas i c r easons of  const ant  gr umbl i ng t hat  whi ch f i na l l y 
had cul mi nat ed i n a mur der  ar es 

1. The Co- oper at i ve Ent er pr i se was ar r ogant l y s el l i ng ar t i c l es 
such as bucket s , br ooms, and even coal  hand shovel s , whi ch t he 
W.R.A . was under  obl i gat i on t o suppl y t o t he r es i dent s . The r es i -
dent s have agai n and agai n vo i ced t hei r  obj ec t i on but  t he manage-
ment , i ns t ead of  heedi ng t he voi ce of  t he peopl e, kept  r i ght  on 
s el l i ng wi t h a t ake- i t - or - l eave- i t  at t i t ude and at  a handsome pr i c e. 

2. The Admi ni s t r at i on, wel l  awar e of  t he f ac t s del i ber at el y 
wi t hhel d t he di s t r i but i on of  t he bucket s and br ooms when t hese 
ar t i c l es of  househol d nec es s i t i es wer e p i l ed hi gh i n t he war ehouses . 

3. The Co- oper at i ve was s el l i ng many i t ems of  l uxur y . 
Oppos i t i on t o such pr ac t i ce was hear d ever ywher e. Bl ock r epr e-
sent at i ves at t endi ng and di s cuss i ng such mat t er s have v i gor ous l y 
voi ced t he opi ni on of  t he peopl e but  t he management  i ns t ead of  
heedi ng i t , have bo l dl y spi t ed t hem. 



4. Any per son who unf l i nc hi ngl y at t acked t he Co- oper at i ve 
was i mmedi at el y r epor t ed t o t he Admi ni s t r at i on t hr ough t he Ci v i c 
Cent er . Wi t hout  ques t i on, t hat  per son was t hen appr ehended and 
t hr own i nt o t he st ockade and conf i ned t her e i ndef i n i t el y wi t hout  
even a sembl ance of  a t r i al  

5. I t  i s t he bel i ef  o f  t he r es i dent s t hat  t he Co- oper at i ve 
was so l el y r espons i bl e f or  t he def eat  o f  t he St at us quo. They 've 
ur ged t he peopl e t o r et ur n t o wor k. The Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ees 
i n f unc t i on at  t he t i me of  s t r i ke wer e men who wer e di r ec t l y con-
nect ed wi t h t he Co- oper at i ve. They , i ns t ead of  hel pi ng t he r es i -
dent s , became t he t ool  of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on. Those who openl y 
def i es t hem or  voi ce any opi ni on condemni ng t he Admi ni s t r at i on was 
r epor t ed and t hr own i nt o t he s t ockade. The commi t t ee t her eaf t er  
wer e br anded as Admi ni s t r at i on Spi es . Dr unk wi t h t he power  vest ed 
i n t hem, t hey became unbear abl y haught y . Dai l y ar r es t s wer e a 
common t hi ng. Scor es wer e i s o l at ed and kept  wi t hi n a nar r ow 
conf i nement  wi t hout  a t r i a l  f or  mont hs. Such i s Amer i can J us t i ce 
her e at  Tul e L ak e. 

6. The Commi t t ees bel i ev i ng t hemsel ves i mmune have openl y 
chal l enged t he r es i dent s af t er  r ecei v i ng t hr eat s t hr ough mai l . 
At  t he same t i me t hey wer en't  so br ave. F ear i ng at t ack , t hey 
empl oyed body- guar ds at  t he expense of  t he peopl e, payi ng out  of  
t he Co- oper at i ve f und. Some wer e even pai d by t he Admi ni s t r at i on 
I  hear d. I t  may onl y be a r umor , but  t he empl oyment  of  body- guar ds 
ar e t r ue. Even under  such c i r cumst ances , t hey r ef used t o l i s t en 
t o t he voi ce of  t he peopl e, because t hey f i r ml y bel i eved t hat  t hey 
wer e i mmune under  t he pr ot ec t i on and power  vest ed i n t hem by t he 
Admi ni s t r at i on. 

7. Al l  t hese f ac t s wer e undoubt edl y known t o t he Admi ni st r a-
t i o n, but  not - a- t hi ng was done t o al t er  or  bet t er  t he s i t uat i on* 
The Co- oper at i ve was t he sor est  spot  i n t he camp. The heads of  
Co- oper at i ve wer e under  const ant  t hr eat s whi ch t hey wer e l aughi ng 
away. Hence t he mur der  t ook pl ace whi ch br ought  t hem t o r eal i za-
t i o n. 

Today t hose peopl e, scoundr el s i n t he eyes of  t he J apanese 
peopl e ar e under  pr ot ec t i ve cust ody, s l eepi ng i n one c£ t he Nur ses ' 
Quar t er s i n t he Base Hos pi t al . They ar e not  want ed t her e. They 
ar e f ed i n t he Caucas i an Mess Ha l l , wher e t hey ar e l i kewi se despi sed 
Di r ec t or  Best  has a pr obl em on h i s hand, t r y i ng t o t ake car e of  
unass i mi l abl e or i ent al  dogs . 

Thi s pr obl em can be eas i l y so l ved. My suggest i on i s -  r el ease 
al l  t hose i n t he st ockade and pl ace t hose dogs wi t hi n i t s conf i ne-
ment . I t  i s t he bes t  pl ace f or  t hem. They wi l l  be wel l  pr ot ect ed!! 
wi t h hi gh f ences ar ound t hem. L at el y t he nor t h s i de was pl ast er -
boar ded so none can l ook i n or  out . I t  i s j ust  t he pl ace f or  t hem. 
They can medi t at e undi s t ur bed and at  l e i s ur e. 

Thi s r emar k was hear d on ever y hand one t o t wo weeks bef or e &i t omi f  

deat h» 
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The k i l l i ng of  Y . Hi t omi  was a bl es s i ng t o t he r es i dent s . I  
have yet  t o see who r eal l y f eel s sor r y f or  hi m, ot her  t han t hose 
of  h i s i mmedi at e f ami l y . Never  have I  seen such pl easant  r eac t i on 
t o a mur der  i n al l  my l i f e . 

Sever al  ot her s ar e sai d t o be i n l i ne f or  t he gr ave. Had 
t hey not  been gi ven pr ot ect i ve cust ody, t hey t oo may be dead by 
now; and t hei r  deat h, v i o l ent  as i t  may be wi l l  be openl y r ej o i c ed 
by t he r es i dent s . 

Thus publ i c sanct i on of  Y . Hi t omi 's mur der  wi l l  undoubt edl y 
encour age t he execut i oner  t o car r y on h i s or  t hei r  wor k . A good 
wor k. He no doubt  i s f eel i ng l i k e a her o r ec ei v i ng publ i c appr oval  
and r ej o i cement . Hope he won f t  bet r ay h i ms el f , f eel i ng el at ed. 

Why do I  appr ove i t ? Because t her e i s no l aw her e i n t h i s 
camp. I f  t her e i s l aw, whi ch t he Admi ni s t r at i on woul d say t hat  
t her e i s , t hen I  woul d say , t her e i s no J us t i c e. Law wi t hout  
j us t i ce i s no l aw. 

The Admi ni s t r at i on have so f ar  l i s t ened t o t he Rat s and upon 
t he st r engt h of  t hei r  f l i msy char ges , i t  ar r es t ed and t hr ew many 
i nt o t he s t ockade, i s o l at i ng t hem f o r  many mont hs wi t hout  a t r i a l . 
I t  kept  t hi s up t oo l ong and t oo o f t en. I f  t h i s i s not  a Gest apo 
Met hod what  el se i s i t ? 

I n t he case wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on deal i ng wi t h t he spi es 
had gone t oo f a r . I t  cannot  wash i t s hands o f f  so eas i l y . The 
dogs i t  sponsor ed must  be f ed and car ed. They ar e now bei ng housed 
i n t he War ehouse sec t i on, f ur ni shed wi t h i ce- box and st ove of  t hei r  
own so t hey can pr epar e a meal  f or  t hemsel ves . The r ef us al  of  t i e 
cr ews empl oyed i n t he Caucas i an Mess Hal l  t o car e f or  t hem have 
nec ess i t at ed i t . What  a s i ght  t o have t hem ar ound t l B Admi ni st r a-
t i on Ar ea. 

. � � . a . . . . . . . . 

A second gr oup of  pups ar e now bei ng r ai s ed by t he Admi ni s-
t r at i on. Thesewer e t hose bor n i n t he s t ockade. They ar e now 
wor ki ng hand i n hand wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on. 

Fr om t he i nf or mat i ons whi ch I  have secur ed, t he mast er  mi nds 
ar e f or mi ng a gang of  t hei r  own f or  pr o t ec t i on. They ar e bei hg 
c ar ef ul l y wat ched. They ar e t r y i ng ver y har d t o convi nce t he 
r es i dence by put t i ng up a br ave f r ont , br oadcas t i ng al oud t hat  
what  t hey ar e doi ng i s f or  the good o f  t he peopl e, but  t hei r  
decept i on i s so c l ear , t hey ar e bei ng shunned. Wi t h ever y move 
t hey make, t hey ar e edgi ng deeper  and deeper  i nt o t he Admi ni st r a-
t i ve quagmi r e f r om whi ch t hey wi l l  not  be abl e t o ext r i cat e them-
s el ves . 
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I t  i s my pr edi c t i on t he next  per son whose t hr oat  woul d be 
s l ashed wi l l  be out  o f  t hi s gr oup of  dogs , es pec i al l y t he one 
whi ch wagged i t s t ai l  t he most . I  f eel  t hat  I  coul d pos i t i vel y 
name t he v i c t i m. When h i s t hr oat  i s s l ashed, Mr . Best  wi l l  have 
more hounds t o c ar e, t he ver y r ef l ec t i on of  h i s admi ni s t r at i ve 
ab i l i t y . Must  Amer i ca cont i nue t o suf f er  by t o l er at i ng such a 
man t o manage t he af f a i r s of  t h i s camp? 

As l ong as t he Admi ni s t r at i on cont i nues t o empl oy t he ser v i ces 
of  t he l owl y dogs , t hi s camp wi l l  never  r et ur n t o nor mal . And as 
l ong as t he Admi ni s t r at i on uses t hem, t her e wi l l be an execut i on 
or  exec ut i ons . 

Tho se who escape execut i on under  pr ot ect i ve cust ody may some-
day be f or ced t o r et ur n t o J apan. Though he may s ai l  acr oss t he 
gr eat  ocean, al l  t he wat er  i n t he seas wi l l  not  be enough t o wash 
t he st i gma he had ear ned. They ar e good as dead or  pr obabl y 
wor se by s uf f er i ng a l i v i ng h e l l . 

The pr esent  t r end of  war  i s not  ver y encour agi ng t o tte 
J apanes e. Those who cannot  t ake i t  ar e gr umbl i ng. Those who ar e 
unabl e t o t hi nk f o r  t hemsel ves ar e wor r y i ng. But  t hose who knew 
ar e r ej o i c i ng over  t he f ac t  t hat  t he c l i max i s appr oachi ng f as t  
i n f avor  of  t hei r  bel oved count r y, J apan. 

I f  t hei r  pl an i s di scover ed, t hen t he war  wi l l  ei t her  ent er  
a st al emat e or  be f ought  f o r  many year s . How l ong wi l l  Amer i ca 
be abl e t o f i ght ? My per sonal  opi ni on i s ; Amer i ca has r eached 
t he c l i max. Anot her  year  of  war , t wo at  t he most  i s al l  she can 
f i gh t . The count r y i n t he meant i me wi l l  be t or n wi t h s t r i kes and 
r ev o l t . 

J apan on t he ot her  hand wi l l  f i ght  on i ndef i n i t e l y . Her  
gr eat est  s t r engt h second onl y t o t he Wi l l  cf  t he So l di er s t o 
f i ght  unt o deat h. 

Hence my f a i t h i n her  r emai ns unchanged what ever  t he r ever ses 
at  pr esent  may be« 

A ni s ei  g i r l , who l i k e K . was not  r adi cal  i n her  gener al  

v i ews expr essed her s el f  al most  as f r ank l y but  more br i ef l y : 

"Thi s mi ght  sound awf ul l y hear t l es s , but  nobody had any 
smypat hy f o r  hi m (Hi t omi ) . The whol e camp f el t  t hat  way. I t  had 
a l og t o do wi t h t he Co- op and peopl e f el t  he was r eal l y behi nd 
al l  t he t hi ngs goi ng on wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on and es pec ai l l y 
f or  t he peopl e sent  i nt o t he st ockade -  es pec i al l y t he more r ecer t  
pi ck- ups . The peopl e began t o hat e t he Co- op es pec i al l y af t er  
Ak i t suk i  aR�i- Hi fcem£- wea?e- eH8 was t r ans f er r ed f r om t he Co- op 
head t o t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee. Ak i t suk i  and Hi t omi  wer e 
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suspec t ed. When peopl e kept  bei ng put  i nt o t he st ockade af t er  
t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee was put  i nt o o f f i c e, t he peopl e became 
angr y ."1 

Mr . Abe, a k i ndl y i s s ei  made a s i mi l ar  st at ement , emphas i zi ng 

t he r eac t i on t o Hi t o mi 's deat h by cont r as t i ng i t  wi t h t hat  whi ch 

f o l l owed t he shoot i ng of  Mr . Okamot o: 

" I  have not  hear d a s i ngl e man say, ' I ' m sor r y h e ' s dea. 1 

When Okamot o was shot  t o deat h t he whol e camp c l osed down al l  
ent er t ai nment , even smal l  par t i es at  homes. 

Abe po i nt ed out  t hat  t he l ar ge camp r ec r eat i on event s , such 

as base- bal l  games, wer e c ar r i ed on af t er  ni t omi 1s deat h as i f  

not hi ng had occur r ed. 

A f ew weeks af t er  t he mur der , however , ĉhange of  mi nd began 

t o make i t s el f  shown. The di s t ur bi ng f ac t  t hat  a mur der er  or  a 

gr oup of  mur der er s was f r ee i n camp, who, encour aged by appar ent  

success , mi ght  t ur n on anyone whose ac t i ons di d not  meet  appr oval  

began t o obt r ude i t s el f  t hr ough t he s at i s f ac t i on of  seei ng a man 

r egar ded as a hat ed t r ai t o r  meet  h i s pr oper  doom. As Mr . Fuj i mot o, 

who was gr owi ng s t eadi l y mor e conser vat i ve i n h i s v i ews , expr essed 

i t ; 

"The f unny t hi ng i s t hat  t he mur der  had spl i t  t he camp i nt o 
t wo par t s , nai f  f eel  sor r y f or  t he guy and t he ot her  hal f  ar e 
gl ad. \ j f  cour se, t hey say he was k i l l ed f or  embezzl i ng Co- op 
f unds , but  t hat  was j us t  t al k . Nobody coul d pr ove i t «" 

j r uj i mot o expr essed anot her  camp r et t ct i oi i  wi t h r egar d t o t he 

at t i t ude of  t he admi ni s t r at i on, a r eac t i on ver y t ypi cal  of  camp 

psychol ogy: 

"The peopl e ar e sayi ng t hat  t he Admi ni s t r at i on i s 
not  maki ng a ser i ous at t empt  t o r i nd t he mur der er . 
t hi nk t hat  t he mur der er  i s l oose i n camp, mor e of  t hem 
t o r e l o c at e. n 

�'�i bi d., J u l y 18, 1944, p . 1. 
2 i b i d . , oul y 24, 1944, p . 2. 

del i ber at el y 
t he peopl e 
wi l l  want  
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He added t hat  he had been snoopi ng i n t he pr oj ec t  at t o r ney 's 

o f f i c e and seen an enor mous sheet  of  appl i cat i ons f or  l eave 

c l ear anc e.1 What ever  he may have seen, t her e was no appr ec i abl e 

i nc r ease of  appl i cat i ons at  t hi s t i me. 

The Yamaguchi 's expr essed a ver y i nt er es t i ng and del i cat e 

sent i ment : 

"The peopl e ar e ver y qui et  about  i t . Mr . Hi t omi  i s dead; 
so t he peopl e ar e qui et . I f  t hey ar en' t  qui et  t hey may go t o 
j a i l . They say, 'Wel l , h e ' s passed away. Af t er  a l l , h e ' s a 
Buddha now. Let  hi m s l eep peac ef u l l y . 1 I t  used t o be he had a 
ver y bad r eput at i on. But  s i nce h e ' s passed away t he peopl e don't  
say much. I t  woul dn't  be good manner s ."2 

Mr . Abe showed a change of  hear t  about  a mont h af t er  t he mur der  

"Of  cour se, Mr . Hi t omi  was one of  t he most  hat ed men i n camp. 
But  he wasn't  bad enough t o be as s as s i nat ed. I  hear d t hat  Hi t omi  
s i gned a pet i t i on t o send t he peopl e i n t he st ockade away (t o 
Sant a P e ) . 3 

I t  i s not  i mpr obabl e t hat  some of  t he appr ehens i on whi ch 

began t o mani f est  i t s el f  at  t hi s t i me was due t o t he i ncaut i ous 

r emar ks of  cer t ai n member s of  t he under cover  pr essur e gr oup who 

t ook t he oppor t uni t y of  expl o i t i ng t he mur der  by hi nt i ng t hat  

somewher e wi t hi n t hei r  gr oup was t he i mpet us f or  t he deed. 

Wttiether  t he gr oup was i n any way i mpl i cat ed or  not , many peopl e, 

i nc l udi ng t he aut ho r i t i es , suspect ed t hat  t hey wer e. I t ' s member s 

spar ed no ef f o r t  i n po i nt i ng out  t hat  t he r our der  was a gl ar i ng 

exampl e of  Admi ni s t r at i ve i nept i t ude. The r emar ks of  Mr . Yamashi t a, 

who was an i mpor t ant  l eader  of  the gr oup, ar e t ypi cal  of  t hi s 

pr opaganda; 

" I  t hi nk as soon as t he at t acks whi ch ended wi t h t he mu r der . . . . 
t empor ar i l y ended f or  t he t i me bei ng, t he ef f ec t  on t he oppr essed 
mi nds of  t he peopl e was t o a more or  l es s opt i mi s t i c v i ewpoi nt . 

l - i bi d., J ul y 17, 1944, p . 1. 
2 l b i d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p . 1. 
5 i b i d . . Aug. 8, 1944, p . 1. 
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Es pec i al l y s i nce t he ac t i on was success f ul  and t he Admi ni s t r at i on 

was not  abl e t o f i nd t he at t ac k er ." 

Mr s . âmashi t a r emar ked her e wi t h s at i s f ac t i on, " I t  was a 

per f ec t  c r i me." Her  husband cont i nued: 

"Peopl e wer e sor r y f or  t he v i c t i m, but  t he camp as a whol e, 
i f  t hey di d not  r ej o i ce f or  such a happeni ng, when t hey t hought  
t hat  was t he l as t  r esor t  or  l as t  st ep t o be t aken t o l et  t he 
publ i c and t he Admi ni s t r at i on know t hat  wr ong doi ng cannot  cont i nue 
f o r ever . Deep t hi nk i ng peopl e do not  t hi nk t he choosi ng of  t h i s 
bar bar ous ac t i on i s wi se and t hi nk t hat  i t  woul d be mor e or  l es s 
c r i t i c i zed by t he Amer i can publ i c when i t  i s known out s i de by 
t he paper  or  r ad i o . " 

wBut  t he condi t i on of  t hi s camp was such t hat  t hey wer e 
f or ced t o use such a met hod. I t  was more or  l es s i n t he at mospher e 
of  t he camp t hat  t hey wer e f or ced t o use such a met hod."l  

Whi l e Mr . Hi t omi f s ev i l  r eput at i on was not  not i ceabl y mi t i -

gat ed by t he passage of  t i me, t he camp sent i ment  t owar d t he mur der  

and t he appr ehens i on of  t he mur der er  under went  a mar ked change 

af t er  t he passage of  t hr ee or  f our  mont hs. Many peopl e began t o 

r ef er  t o t he mur der  as a depl or abl e t hi ng, s t at i ng t hat  af t er  al l , 

nobody had ever  pr oved anyt hi ng agai nst  Hi t omi  and t hat , mor eover , 

ot her  i ndi v i dual s i n camp wer e f ar  more obj ec t i onabl e t han he. 

The s at i s f ac t i on over  t he f ac t  t hat  t he mur der er  was not  appr ehended 

dwi ndl ed al so and t hough t he sent i ment  was f ar  f r om unani mous, 

many r es i dent s caut i ous l y expr essed t he hope t hat  t he mur der er  

mi ght  be t aken. On t he whol e, onl y t he pr essur e gr oup r emai ned 

unchanged i n i t s cont ent i on t hat  t he mur der er  was a t ype of  

publ i c benef ac t or  and openl y r ej o i c ed over  h i s non- appr ehensi on. 

Camp sent i ment  as t o why t he mur der  was commi t t ed was never  

uni f or m. Some peopl e hel d t o t he v i ew t hat  Hi t omi  was mur der ed 

because he was a dog, ot her s t hat  t he s l ay i ng was a pr i vat e a f f a i r , 

commi t t ed by a man wi t h whose wi f e Hi t omi  was supposed t o have 

phi l ander ed. 

1 l b l d . , J ul y 28, 1944, p . 1. 
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I t  has al r eady been ment i oned but  shoul d be r eemphasi zed t hat  

t he most  i mpor t ant  soc i o l ogi cal  ef f ec t  of  t he mur der  was t hat  i t  

ser ved as a pr ophyl ac t i c (wor d OK?) shock t o t he unheal t hy-

psychol ogi cal  obsess i on wi t h l nu. Never  af t er war ds di d t he 

wr i t er  hear  denunc i at i on of  cur r ent  l nu- l i ke ac t i v i t i es compar abl e 

t o t hose whi ch pr eceded t he mur der , except  f r om member s of  t he 

pr essur e gr oup, who wer e not  r epr esent at i ve of  gener al  camp 

sent i ment . I t  was cor r ec t l y assumed t hat  hencef or t h nobody woul d 
/ 

have t he t emer i t y t o engage i n any ac t i v i t y whi ch r emot el y ass i s t ed 

t he Admi ni s t r at i on. The wr i t er  i s of  t he opi ni on t hat  t he t r agedy 

di d cut  i nf or mi ng t o a mi ni mum. I n any c ase, "Remember  Hi t omi " 

became a camp wat chwor d. 

Ac t i ons of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on 

I mmedi at e suspi c i on of  i mpl i cat i on i n t he mur der  f e l l  upon 

t he f our t een men s t i l l  det ai ned i n t he s t ockade. Al l  i ngoi ng mai l  

t o t he st ockade was st opped and l ar ge pi eces of  pl as t er  boar d wer e 

at t ached t o t hat  por t i on of  t he st ockade whi ch f ac ed t he col ony 

so t hat  no s i gnal s coul d be exchanged. Gat e number  2. t hSueh 
A ° 

whi ch per sons had her et of or e passed i n and out  of  t he col ony was 

c l osed and gat e number  3, whi ch was l ocat ed sever al  hundr ed yar ds 

f ar t her  f r om t he st ockade was used i ns t ead. The obj ec t  agai n was 

t o keep camp r es i dent s as f ar  f r om t he st ockade as pos s i bl e. The 

change i n gat es gave r i s e t o much compl ai nt  f r om t he school  t eacher s 

who wer e obl i ged t o wal k sever al  bl ocks out  of  t hel x* way t o get  t o 

wor k. The st ockade i nt er nees wer e gi ven t o under s t and by Mr . Best  

and by cer t ai n member s of  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y t hat  t hey wer e 

under  suspi c i on of  hav i ng di r ec t ed a conspi r acy wi t hi n t he cent er  

t o mur der  Mr . Hi t omi . Thi s accusat i on made t hem ver y i ndi gnant .1 
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The Admi ni s t r at i on al so suggest ed t o t he bl ock manager s t hat  

a camp- wi de cur f ew be enf or ced. The bl ock manager s r ef used t o 

accept  t he r es pons i bi l i t y f o r  t hi s act  and suggest ed t hat  i t  be 

r ef er r ed t o t he peopl e. The peopl e wer e by no means ent hus i as t i c 

about  i t  and t he mat t er  was dr opped. A bl ock manager  gave h i s 

r eac t i ons 

"At  t he t i me of  t he mur der  t he s i t uat i on was so gr ave t hat  
t he WRA c al l ed a bl ock manager 's meet i ng and suggest ed we have 
bl ock meet i ngs t o deci de whet her  t he r es i dent s want ed a cur f ew 
f or  pr o t ec t i on. The bl ock manager s coul d not  dec i de and accept  
t hat  suggest i on because t he pr opos i t i on was t oo i mpor t ant  f o r  t he 
bl ock manager s t o deci de whet her  such mat t er  shoul d be br ought  
back t o t he bl ock f o r  c onsul t at i on. As f ar  as I  can see t he 
co l oni s t s and bl ock manager s have not hi ng t o do wi t h such i mpor t -
ant  mat t er s . I n ot her  wor ds, we have no aut hor i t y and power  t o 
made dec i s i ons . Of  cour se, some bl ocks may need a cur f ew f or  
pr ot ec t i on but  per haps ot her  bl ocks do not  want  i t . I t  appear ed 
t o me at  t he meet i ng t hat  t he bl ock manager s f el t  t hat  t he r es i -
dent s do not  want  i t  � pr obabl y past  exper i enc e. Ml  

Fr om second hand i nf or mat i on gai ned c hi ef l y f r om Dr . Opl er  

and Mr . Rober t son, i t  appear ed t hat  t he Admi ni s t r at i on had t wo 

t heor i es about  t he mur der . One was t hat  al r eady ment i oned: 

t hat  t he det ai nees had conspi r ed wi t h some gr oup i n t he c ent er . 

Two separ at e gr oups i n t he cent er  came under  suspi c i on: one was 

t he so- cal l ed Re segr egat i on Gr oup and t he ot her  was t he gr oup 

pur por t edl y headed by Mr . Tsuda. Bot h gr oups had been wor ki ng 

f or  t he r el ease of  t he det ai nees f o r  many mont hs. The mot i ve 

i n t hi s case woul d be a del i ber at e at t empt  on t he par t  of  t hese 

gr oups t o embar r ass t he Admi ni s t r at i on and par t i c ul ar l y Mr . Best  

by d̂owfr  s# much adver se publ i c i t y upon h i s head t hat  he woul d be 

f or ced t o r es i gn. The second t heor y , sai d t o have been espoused 

by Mr . Best  and Mr . Schmi dt , was t hat  t he mur der  was a per sonal  

a f f a i r , commi t t ed by onl y one man wel l  known t o Mr . Hi t omi . 

ibid., July 24, 1944, p. 5. 
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Schmi dt 's r easoni ng was t hat  Hi t omi  woul d have c r i ed out  and 

been hear d, had he been appr oached by a st r anger  or  a st r ange 

gr oup. The mot i ve i n t hi s case woul d be r evenge f or  a per sonal  

i n j ur y , i . e . , t hat  Hi t omi  had been k i l l ed by t he husband of  some 

woman wi t h whom he had been phi l ander i ng. L at er , t hi s t heor y was 

di r ec t ed agai ns t  Mr . Hi t omi 1s br ot her , wi t h whose wi f e Hi t omi  was 

r umor ed t o have had i mmor al  r el at i ons . The f ac t  t hat  t he br ot her  

di d not  accompany Hi t omi 's cor pse t o t he hospi t al  was cons i der ed 

ver y suspi c i ous . The bef uddl ed at mospher e whi ch pr evai l ed at  

t hi s t i me i s wel l  exempl i f i ed by t he f o l l owi ng st at ement  made by 

r̂ . Opl er s 

"Thei r  (Admi ni s t r at i on) i deas on "Who- done- i t " ar e t he f unnl e st  
t hi ngs you ever  hear d. They have a new and opposi t e t heor y ever y 
day . 

WA l o t  of  t he col ony t hi nks one gr oup pai d o f f  anot her  gr oup 
t o do t h i s . They t al k as vaguel y as t hey dar e, but  t hey say as 
much as t hey dar e al ong t hat  l i ne , i ou get  t he i mpr ess i on t hat  
t he l eader shi p i n t he gr oup t hat  was behi nd i t  i s ol der  and t hey 
kept  behi nd t he scene and had a younger  gr oup do t he k i l l i ng . I t  
was an exper t  j o b . " 

Anot her  member  of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on who was pr esent  added: 

"Al l  t he Admi ni s t r at i on i s t al k i ng about  on t he Hi t omi  k i l l i ng 
i s t hat  i t  was a per sonal  af f a i r  and t hat  al l  t he evi dence poi nt s 
t o Hi t omi 's br ot her  as t he c u l p r i t . "1 

Mr . Best  went  so f ar  as t o cal l  on "K ", wi t h whom he had 

become wel l  acquai nt ed at  Leupp and ask hi m f o r  i nf or mat i on on 

t he mur der . Accor di ng t o Mr . Rober t son, "K " r et or t ed t hat  Mr . Best  

ought  t o know who commi t t ed t he mur der  and added t hat  he (K) was 

unabl e t o under s t and how al l  t h i s coul d go on and t he Admi ni st r a-

t i on not  be awar e of  i t . ^ t tKw i s al so supposed t o have admi t t ed 

at  t hi s i nt er v i ew t hat  he knew who was r espons i bl e f or  t he mur der , 

1 
i b i d J ul y 20, 1944, p . 5 

J ul y 20, p . 2. 

� f  
2 ibid � f 
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but  t he wr i t er  doubt s t h i s . 

On J ul y 13 i t  was r umor ed t hat  f our  J apanese had been t aken 

f r om t he col ony and wer e bei ng gi ven a t went y- f our  hour  t h i r d 

degr ee by t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y . So f ar  as i s known, no i nf or ma-

t i on was gai ned f r om t hem. J- he gr i l l i ng was r epor t ed t o Mr . Bes i g 

of  t he Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on. Thi s ac t i on on t he par t  

of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on was not  appr oved of  by t hose J apanese who 

expr essed t hemsel ves on t he s ubj ec t : 

K s ai d: 

"Sever al  boys f r om Leupp wer e i nves t i gat ed. But  t he good 
t hi ng was t hat  t hey wer e r el eased i mmedi at el y. I f  t hey had been 
put  i nt o t he s t ockade, t he Admi ni s t r at i on woul d have been doi ng 
a gr eat  i n j us t i c e. They wer e ver y st udi ous boys . One of  t he 
boys was t aken j ust  because t he Admi ni s t r at i on t hought  he was a 
f anat i c . That  was no r eason. 

Mr . Yamaguchi  s ai d: 

" I  hear d t hose boys wer e gr i l l ed f or  t hr ee days and ni ght s . 
One of  t hem was K i t adani , a t ough k i d. We used t o c al l  hi m t he 
'dead end k i d ' i n Leupp. He was gr i l l ed because t hey f ound hi m 
wi t h a k n i f e . 1 , 2 

Anot her  r es ul t  of  t he Hi t omi  mur der  was t he appear ance of  

Mr . Wagyswe, t he spec i al  i nves t i gat or  f o r  Mr . I c k es . Thi s gent l e-

man t al ked t o J apanese and Caucas i ans . What  he accompl i shed i s 

not  known. He di d, however , s t ar t  sever al  r umor s i n t he cent er , 

ei t her  because he was not  t oo c i r cumspect  i n h i s quest i ons or  

r emar ks or  because h i s st at ement s wer e mi s i nt er pr et ed by t he 

J apanese t o whom he spoke. The most  power f ul  of  t hese r umor s was 

t hat  t he camp was t o be di v i ded i nt o t hr ee sect i ons because i t  

was t oo l ar ge f or  one man t o cont r o l . The c l ear es t  expr ess i on of  

t hi s par t i cul ar  r umor  came f r om Mr . Abe, wi t h whom t he wr i t er  

suspect s Mr . ¿Bfetaee t al k ed: 

1 l b i d . , J ul y 19, 1944. p . 1. 
2 i b i d . , J ul y 13, p . 1. 
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"Ther e i s a r umor  t hat  t he Admi ni s t r at i on i s t r y i ng t o di vi cfe 
t he camp i nt o t hr ee gr oups . A man asked my opi ni on about  i t . He 
sai d t hi s camp i s t oo l ar ge t o be cont r o l l ed under  t he same Admi ni s 
t r at i on. So I  t o l d hi m, "No mat t er  how bi g t he camp may be, i f  
t he po l i cy of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on i s based upon j us t i c e, i t  can be 
c ont r o l l ed. Even i f  i t  i s di v i ded i nt o t hr ee or  a dozen gr oups , 
i f  t he Admi ni s t r at i on pl ays monkey bus i nes s , no peace wi l l  be 
es t ab l i s hed . "1 

F i ve mont hs l at er , Mr . "L " of  t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i ce t o l d 

t he wr i t er  t hat  Wal l auu had appar ent l y made some ver y unwi se st at e -

ment  s and pr omi ses t o t he J apanese at  t he t i me of  h i s v i s i t . He 

( Wa- iri- ac« ) was l at er  f ound t o be on t he ver ge of  a ner vous br eak-

down at  t he t i me of  h i s st ay i n Tul e L ak e . 2  

At t i t udes of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on 

The mur der  pl unged t he Caucas i an r es i dent s of  Tul e Lake i nt o 

a st at e whi ch i n some i ndi v i dual s bor der ed c l osel y on pani c . One 

of  t he mani f es t at i ons of  t h i s was a meet i ng hel d by t he Caucas i an 

member s of  t he Co- op wher e i t  was pr oposed t hat  cant een number  4 

be sever ed f r om t he J apanese Co- oper at i ve Ent er pr i s es . Thi s was 

not  done. 

For  many weeks t he s t af f  member s r emai ned ver y j i t t er y . 

Some expect ed anot her  mur der  and t he subj ect  of  who woul d be next  

was f r equent l y di scussed among t hose member s of  t he s t af f  who had 

cont act  wi t h t he col ony. Mr . Kober t son bel i eved t hat  t hose of  

t he ex- member s of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee who had r emai ned 

i n t he col ony wer e i n a ver y pr ecar i ous pos i t i on. Mr . Shi mada 

and Mr . Namekawa wer e at  t hi s t i me wor ki ng on t he Newel l  St ar , an 

unpopul ar  ac t i v i t y . Mess r s . Nakao, Okamot o and Nai do wer e al so 

ment i oned as poss i bl e v i c t i ms . I nc i dent al l y , sever al  i nt el l i gent  

J apanese al so expect ed anot her  mur der , par - t i cul ar l y i f  t he men 

1 l b i d . , J u l y 24, 1944, p . 1. 
2 l b i d . . Dec . 13, 1944, p . 3. 
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who had f l e d t he c o l o n y r e t u r n e d . K . went  so f ar  as t o s s y l , 

"T h er e wi l l  be one mor e i n c i d e n t . The a d mi n i s t r a t i o n i s at  f a u l t  

I f  t hat  i n c i den t  d ev e l o p s as I  a n t i c i p a t e . I  f e e l  thnfc t he c m̂c i s i n ' 

s t at e wher e u n l es s t he a d mi n i s t r a t i o n makes an abs o l u t e c hange t he 

b ea t i n g s and t he k i l l i n g s w i l l  c o n t i n u e . / Now i t ' s bey o nd <fihe' 

a d mi n i s t r a t i o n ' s power  t o c o n t r o l  i t . T h i ngs have gone t o o f a r . " l / 
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jirhn i hi d f- laiil  thm gQl rany n o t u i «n e | [ Mr . Rober t son was of  t he 

opi ni on t hat  t he mur der  had been a del i ber at e at t empt  t  o di s c r edi t  

Mr . Bes t . Mr . Bes t , however , accor di ng t o al l  r epor t s had espoused 

t he t heor y t hat  t he mur der  r esul t ed f r om a per sonal  quar r el . The 

names on t he "bl ac k - l i s t s " wer e not  l i mi t ed t o J apanese. Mess r s . 

Bes t , Bl ac k , Schmi dt , Huycke, and Ki r kman wer e r umor ed t o be 

gr ac i ng some of  t he l i st s. -̂

The t ense at t i t ude of  t he s t af f  member s was wel l  exempl i f i ed 

by an i nc i dent  whi ch occur r ed i n t he pr esence of  t he wr i t er . On 

J ul y 14, dur i ng an i nf or mal  v i s i t  at  t he home of  Dr . Opl er , at  

whi ch Mr . Rober t son was al so pr esent , a car  dr ew up out s i de. 

Mr . Bagl ey t he head of  soc i al  wel f ar e, was dr i v i ng. He sai d he 

had been t o l d t o go t o messhal l  16 wi t h h i s camer a. Rober t son 

and Opl er  became qui t e exc i t ed and Rober t son c al l ed I nt er nal  

Secur i t y f or  i nf or mat i on. They knew not hi ng. Ther eupon Rober t son 

and Opl er  accompani ed Bagl ey i nt o t he c ent er . When t hey ar r i ved 

at  messhal l  16 t hey f ound sever al  I nt er nal  Secur i t y car s al r eady 

t her e "t o i nves t i gat e t he r epo r t . " The af f a i r  pr oved t o be a 

f ar ewel l  di nner  gi ven by t he evacuee s t af f  of  t he Repor t s Of f i c e 

t o Mr . Mar kl ey who was l eav i ng t he pr o j ec t . Bagl ey had been sent  

i n t o t ake p i c t ur es .2 

Anot her  somewhat  amusi ng Caucas i an f ear  spr ang f r om t he f ac t  

t hat  t he so- cal l ed i nu wer e l i v i ng out s i de t he f ence i n t he hos p i t al . 

Cer t ai n of  t he more t i mi d f emal e member s of  t he per sonnel  spoke 

openl y of  t hei r  f ear  t hat  J apanese, bent  on mur der i ng t he i nu, 

mi ght  come out  of  t he col ony at  ni ght  and mur der  some of  t he Cau-

cas i ans by mi s t ake. Thi s i dea, suf f i ce i t  t o say, was not  wi des pead.3 

1 i b i d . , J ul y 12, 1944, p . 7. 
g l b l d . , J ul y 14, 1944, p . 2. 
° i b i d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p . 5. 
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I n spi t e of  t he gr i evous st at e of  t he Co- oper at i ve Ent er -

p r i s es , t he hi gh r ank i ng member s of  t he per sonnel  wer e r epor t ed 

t o be del ay i ng t he i ssuance of  t he pat r onage di v i dend. The wr i t er  

has no i nf or mat i on on t hei r  r easons f o r  t hi s po l i c y and i t  i s 

poss i bl e t hat  t hey wer e wel l  gr ounded. The i nf or mant  was Mr . 

Runcor n.1 

J apanese at t i t udes on t he "i nuw who f l ed camp. 

The t r eat ment  met ed out  t o t he wdogsM by t hei r  f el l ow 

J apanese sur passed i n c r uel t y anyt hi ng t he wr i t er  has ever  wi t -

nessed. Whi l e some of  t he r es i dent s hel d t o t he vi ew t hat  some cf  

t he men who f l ed wer e not  suspect ed and shoul d not  have l ef t  camp, 

t he pr evai l i ng at t i t ude was one of  i ndesc r i babl e s at i s f ac t i on 

over  ever y i nconveni ence and humi l i at i on heaped upon t hese unpopu-

l ar  men. Few oppor t uni t i es t o heap addi t i onal  humi l i at i on upon 

t hem wer e i gnor ed. The mor e t he i nu suf f er ed, t he bet t er  t he 

peopl e f e l t . They wer e housed i n t he hos p i t al , and t he J apanese 

hospi t al  mess cr ew r ef used t o f eed t hem. The J apanese wor ker s i n 

t he hos pi t al  woul d not  s i t  down t o eat  wi t h dogs . They wer e t hen 

i ns t r uc t ed t o eat  i n t he Caucas i an mess h a l l . The J apanese mess 

cr ew her e pr ompt l y r ef used t o f eed t hem. One of  t he suspect ed 

i ndi v i dual s compl ai ned t o t he wr i t er : 

"And Mr . Ak i t suk i  got  t hat  cook (t he head chef ) h i s j ob. 
The Caucas i ans d i dn ' t  want  any J apanese cooks or  wai t r es s es , but  
Mr . Ak i t suk i  convi nced t hem t hey shoul d have t hem.n2 

The unf or t unat e r ef ugees wer e at  l engt h f or ced t o eat  i n 

one of  t he war ehouses wher e f ac i l i t i es f or  cooki ng wer e set  up 

f or  t hem by t he Admi ni s t r at i on. Mr . Tat ei shi  act ed as cook. A 

r umor  pr ompt l y spr ang up t hat  pr essur e was bei ng br ought  on Mr . 

Tat ei s hi  t o poi son t hem. 

_ i b i d . , J ul y 12, 1944, p . 3. 
2 r 5T 5. . J ul y 19, 1944, p . 5. 
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Whenever  any of  t hem y/al ked about  t he Caucas i an ar ea i n day-

l i ght  t hey wer e l i k el y t o be gr eet ed by bar k i ng no i ses f r om t he 

J apanese empl oyed i n t he ar ea. 

Some of  t he r ef ugees wer e ut t er l y t er r i f i ed . The wr i t er , 

hav i ng cont act s i n t he gr oup, c al l ed on a f r i end r es i di ng i n t he 

hospi t al  and saw t hem s i t t i ng s i l ent l y , s t ar i ng at  t he wal l s , 

doi ng not hi ng. They wer e at  t hi s t i me under  cons i der abl e pr essur e 

f r om Mr . Best  t o r et ur n t o t he cent er , a st ep whi ch some of  t hem 

r egar ded as a deat h sent ence. Mr . Ak i t s uk i , showi ng gr eat  cour age, 

di d r et ur n t o t he col ony af t er  sever al  weeks. However , he l ef t  

h i s f ami l y and t ook up r es i dence wi t h a gr oup of  j udo boys who 

wer e r epor t ed t o have swor n t o be r eady t o gi ve t hei r  l i v es f o r  

hi m. He al so acqui r ed t wo l ar ge dogs , an act  whi ch was comment ed 

upon wi t h mal i c i ous r el i s h by some of  t he evacuees . Al l  of  t he 

r emai ni ng men and t hei r  f ami l i es event ual l y r et ur ned wi t h t he 

except i on of  Mess r s . Xamat ani , Tat ei s hi  and Shi mokon who wer e 

t r ans f er r ed t o ot her  c ent er s . Those who r et ur ned t o t he cent er  

met  var y i ng r ec ept i ons , dependi ng l ar gel y upon how t hey had been 

r egar ded bef or e t he mur der . Some of  t he Co- op Boar d member s wer e 

r epor t ed t o have es t abl i s hed t hemsel ves s at i s f ac t o r i l y i n t hei r  

bl oc k s . Mr . Ak i t suk i  and Mr . Takahashi , however , r emai ned symbol s 

of  despi cabl e t r eacher y and cont i nued t o l i ve mi ser abl e par i ah-

l i k e l i v es . Nobody i n camp "who knew t hem f or  what  t hey wer e" 

woul d t al k wi t h t hem or  be seen wi t h t hem. So power f ul  was t hi s 

sent i ment  t hat  f or  s i x mont hs af t er  t he mur der , even t he wr i t er  

woul d not  have j eopar di zed her  s t andi ng i n t he col ony by c al l i ng 

upon t hem. I t  i s i nt er es t i ng t hat  t he wr i t er  never  came upon an 

exampl e wher e any di sc r i mi nat i on or  c r uel t y was met ed out  agai nst  
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t he f ami l i es of  t hese unpopul ar  men. Thei r  wi ves many have 

suf f er ed soc i al  ost r ac i sm but  t he wr i t er  never  hear d t hat  t hei r  

chi l dr en wer e t aunt ed by ot her  chi l dr en because t hei r  f at her s 

wer e i nu. 

I s t hi s a cor r ect  obser vat i on do i nu 1s c hi l dr en get  cal l ed names? 

A gener al l y wi despr ead at t i t ude was expr essed by K ; who al so 

anal yzed t he er r or s i n j udgment  made by t he member s of  t he Co-

or di nat i ng Commi t t ee; 

"Ak i t suk i  i s not  wi se I n comi ng back . I f  he want s t o cont i nue 
t o br eat h i t ' s bet t er  t hat  he st ays out . Many of  t hose boys (Co-
or di nat i ng Commi t t ee Gr oup) wer e t oo ar r ogant . I f  t hey had l i s -
t ened t o t he voi ce of  t he peopl e, t hey woul dn't  be i n t r oubl e now. 

"They di dn ' t  st op t o t hi nk . They wer e j us t  get t i ng i n wel l  
wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on. Es pec i al l y t hose I n t he Co- op, t hat  
bunch of  gambl er s and embezzl er s . They wer e s i t t i ng i n h i gh 
o f f i c es . They shoul dn't  have hel d t hose pos i t i ons . They di d not  
st op t o t hi nk t hat  t her e wer e many wel l  educat ed per sons who wer e 
not  wor ki ng i n t he Co- op but  wer e f ar  more c a p a b l e . . . . 

"They di dn ' t  have t he char act er  st r ong enough t o r ef us e. 
They went  ahead and co- oper at ed wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on. L i t t l e 
by l i t t l e t hey wer e dr agged i nt o t he mi r e unt i l  t hey c oul dn't  get  
out  any mo r e�" 

About  a mont h af t er  t he mur der  when some of  t he r ef ugees 

had s t i l l  not  yet  r et ur ned t o camp, Mr . Rober t son c al l ed on K . 

and asked hi m f or  h i s opi ni on on whet her  i t  was saf e f or  t hem t o 

r et ur n. K. r epeat ed h i s r epl y t o t he wr i t er : 

"Mr . Rober t son asked me about  sendi ng t he peopl e bac k . I  
s ai d, some ar e al l  r i ght  but  some shoul dn't  be back even f or  a 
day . I  t o l d hi m l amat ani  won't  l i ve ver y l ong ( I f  he r et u r ns ) . " 

Dur i ng t hi s per i od sever al  moder at e i ndi v i dual s expr esses 

r egr et  t hat  some of  t he suspect ed men had o¥i n been f̂  oo l i sh 

enough t o f l ee f r om camp. I n t hei r  opi ni on, I t  woul d have been 

1 i b i d . , J ul y 20, 1944, p . 2. 
2 i b i d . , J ul y 31, 1944, p. 3. 
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f ar  bet t er  i f  t hey had st ayed and not  gi ven such obvi ous gr ound 

f or  suspi c i on t o t hei r  nei ghbor s . Mr . Takahashi , i n par t i c ul ar , 

was t hought  t o have made a gr eat  er r or  by* f l ee i ng. 
s*' 

When however , t hr ee of  t he most  unpopul ar  men t r ans f er r ed 

t o ot her  cent er s , most  r es i dent s wer e happy about  i t . A f ew 

r emar ked wi t h s at i s f ac t i on t hat  t hey woul d be hat ed and despi sed 

i n t he ot her  cent er s al s o . Mr s . Q. an act i ve agi t at o r , expr essed 

di sappoi nt ment , i ns i nuat i ng t hat  i t  woul d have been pr ef er abl e t o 

have t hem st ay and meet  t he same f at e as Hi t omi .  ̂

Af t er  Ak i t suk i  r et ur ned t o t he col ony, K . expr essed hi msel f  

as f o l l ows* 

"But  t hose peopl e (t he i nu) who may r et ur n -  I  don't  t hi nk 
t hey coul d cont r i ve t o s l eep wi t hout  wor r i es . The l onger  Ak i t suk i  
mai nt ai ns bodyguar ds , t he l onger  h e ' l l  be hat ed. I f  he l i v ed al one 
t he peopl e mi ght  f o r get . Get t i ng bodyguar ds was a ver y di or t -
s i ght ed p o l i c y . "2 

When he hear d t hat  t he t hr ee men had l ef t  t he cent er , K 

expr essed t he f o l l owi ng at t i t ude, whi ch was common t hr oughout  

t he c ent er ; 

" âmat ani , Tat ei s hi  and Shi mokon -  i t  was wonder f ul  t hat  t hey 
wer e t r ans f er r ed. That  al so hel ped t o r el i eve a gr eat  deal  of  t he 
t ens i on. But  I  f eel  sor r y f or  t hem; t hey 'r e br anded f or  good. 
Peopl e f r om Tul e ar e wr i t i ng t o Mi ni doka, t el l i ng t hei r  f r i ends 
al l  about  t hem.n3 

RESULTS OF THE QKAMQTO VERDI CT 

The r el ease of  t he Cour t  mar t i al  ver di c t  i n t he case of  t he 

so l di er  who shot  Shoi chi  Okamot o on May 24, f o l l owed c l osel y on 

t he Hi t omi  mur der . The i ns t i t ut i on of  pr oceedi ngs was announced 

i n t he Newel l  St ar  of  J ul y 6, 1944: 

1 i h l d . , Aug. 16, 1944, p . 2. 

2 i b i d . , Aug. 7, 1944, pp. 3- 4. 
3 

R. Hankey, Not es , Aug. 21, 1944, p . 1. 
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Shoi chl  Okamot o Case 

SENTRY FACES COURT MARTI AL HERE TODAY 

Cour t  mar t i al  pr oceedi ngs f o r  t he sent r y , who f at a l l y shot  
Shoi chi  J ames Okamot o on May 24, commenced t oday at  t he mi l i t ar y 
ar ea her e, announced t he Admi ni s t r at i on. Of f i c er s f r om ot her  
mi l i t ar y post s have been det ai l ed her e t o conduct  t he cour t  mar t i al  

Al t hough i t  i s cont r ar y t o mi l i t ar y r ul es f or  any c i v i l i an 
t o be pr esent  at  a mi l i t ar y cour t  mar t i al , except i ons wer e made 
i n t hi s case. Ar r angement s wer e made by Di l l on S. Myer , nat i onal  
di r ec t or  of  WRA, wi t h t he War  Depar t ment  so t hat  ei ght  r es i dent s 
of  t he cent er  may be pr esent  at  t he pr oceedi ngs . Among t hose 
at t endi ng t oday wi l l  be a member  of  t he Okamot o f ami l y and r epr e-
sent at i ves of  t he commi t t ee of  J apanese nat i onal s whi ch wi l l  make 
a r epor t  cover i ng t he case t o t he Spani sh Embassy. 

Repr esent at i ves of  t he WRA pr o j ec t  s t af f  and Edgar  Ber nhar d, 
WRA at t or ney f r om San F r anc i sco Regi onal  Of f i c e wi l l  al so be 
pr e sent . 

The so l di er  was acqui t t ed. Unf or t unat el y ver y f ew at t i t udes 

wer e obt ai ned because t he st at e of  t ens i on i n t he camp, br ought  

about  by t he mur der , made v i s i t i ng al most  i mposs i bl e. On ext r emel y 

i ncompl et e evi dence i t  appear s as i f  t he acqui t t al  of  t he so l di er  

caused ext r eme r esent ment  i n some i ndi v i dual s . Wi t h ot her s i t  was 

r ecei ved c y ni c al l y , as al l  t hat  mi ght  be expect ed of  t he Amer i can 

gover nment , wo ac t i on was t aken by t he r es i dent s , al t hough some 

dr eadf ul  t hr eat s ar e r umor ed t o have been made by hot - headed i ndi v i  

dual s . K . an ext r emel y i deal i s t i c i ndi v i dual  s ai d: 

"The unf avor abl e ver di c t  on Okamot o f s case wi l l  be a gr ound 
f or  f ur t her  k i l l i ng . The r esent ment  wi l l  be gr eat . I t  wi l l  know 
no bound, t her ef or e i t  wi l l  be my advi ce t hat  al l  shoul d be car e-
f u l . Sl i ght es t  suspi c i on wi l l  be magni f i ed mani f o l d and t he poor  
suspect  wi l l  I n cour se of  t i me be beat en or  k i l l ed . (K . r ef er r ed 
her e t o suspi c i on agai nst  t he i nu . ) Ther ef or e, t oo i nt i mat e a 
f r i ends hi p wi t h any Caucas i an wi l l  be danger ous. Expl anat i on wi l l  
not  hel p . I t  wi l l  onl y t end t o add gr eat er  r esent ment  . . � 

wThe Amer i can l aws ar e bor n out  of  Congr ess i onal  i ncubat or  
t ur ned out  by t he t housands t o sui t  t he occas i on whi ch benef i t  
t hemsel ves . I  woul d r at her  l i ve among t he bar bar i ans t han among 
t he hy poc r i t i c al , s el f i s h , ever yt hi ng- f or - mysel f  Amer i cans . Thei r  
l aws ar e mocker y t o c i v i l i z at i o n . They can shoot  and k i l l  an 
I nnocent  man f o r  no r eason what ever  and be acqui t t ed, as pr onounced 
by t he Cour t  mar t i al  f r eei ng Pvt . Ber nar d Goe who shot  Shoi chi  
Okamot o on May 24 . . . . 
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"The r esent ment  over  t hi s ver y unf avor abl e ver di c t  i s gr eat , 
Why shoul dn't  i t  be? To k i l l  a man j ust  because he was af r ai d of  
hi m i s no exc us e, yet  t he o f f i c er s have acqui t t ed t he sent r y . A 
cowar dl y shoot i ng and a shamel ess v er di c t . That  i s Amer i ca, a 
hypoc r i t i c al  Amer i c a. wl  

Undoubt edl y many i ndi v i dual s f e l t  as bi t t er l y as t h i s , al t hough 

t hey woul d not  expr ess t hemsel ves as f r ank l y . A n i s ei  gi r l  s ai d: 

"Ther e wer e ver y har sh r eac t i ons (t o t he ac qui t t a l ) . I t  was 

ver y shocki ng and di sappoi nt i ng news. I t  seemed so unf ai r  and 

un j us t . 

Anot her  n i s ei  gi r l  of  ver y conser vat i ve poi nt  of  vi ew s ai d: 

"The ver di c t  was k i nd of  expec t ed. They knew t he r esul t  bef or e 
t hey even s t ar t ed. Al l  t hose t hi ngs ar e whi t ewas hed."0 

VI SI T OF MR. EbSI Q. REPRESENTATI VE OF THE AMERI CAN CI VI L L I BERTI ES 

UNI ON 

The phenomenon of  J apanese, avowedl y di s l oyal  t o t he Uni t ed 

St at es c al l i ng upon t hei r  Cons t i t ut i onal  r i ght s as c i t i zens was 

r egar ded as pec ul i ar  by many member s of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel . 

I n f ac t , t hi s ac t i on was pr obabl y adopt ed onl y as a measur e of  

l as t  r es o r t . The Spani sh Consul  had not  shown hi msel f  ei t her  

abl e or  wi l l i ng t o as s i s t  t he men i mpr i soned i n t he st ockade and 

t he I RA appear ed r eady t o keep t hem t her e f or  t he r emai nder  of  

t he camp's exi s t enc e. A J apanese named Okamot o t ook t he i n i t i at i v e 

i n t he cent er , or gani zed t he r el at i ves of  t he det ai nees , r ai sed 

a f und, and wr ot e t he ACLU i n San F r anc i sco f o r  as s i s t anc e. The 

at t i t udes of  t wo of  t he det ai nees t hemsel ves ar e gi ven bel ow: 

"At  f i r s t  we had no i dea as t o whom we shoul d hi r e as a 
l awyer . We di d have a f eel i ng t hat  t he l as t  t hi ng we coul d do as 
a c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es , we coul d hi r e our sel ves a l awyer  
t o def end our sel ves . The t hought  came t o our  mi nd at  t he t i me 
WRA announced t he ni s ei  i n t he st ockade woul d be sent  t o Leupp 
and br anded as t r oubl emaker s . We t hought  at  t hat  t i me, i f  wel are 
t o be sent  t o Leupp as such, we want  t o c l ear  our sel ves of  t hat  
accusat i on. 

�̂MS. J ul y 20, 1944, pp. 4, 5. 
2R. Hankey, Not es , J ul y 18, 1944, p . 2. 
5 i b l d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p . 4. 
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"i f  t he WRA or  t he st at e depar t ment  had per mi t t ed us t o con-
sul t  wi t h t he Spani sh Consul , t he t hought  mi ght  never  have ar i sen. 
But  t hey def i ni t el y deni ed us t o see t he Spani sh Consul  because 
we wer e c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es . 

"But  we t hought  i f  we wer e c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es we 
have a Const i t ut i onal  r i ght  t o def end our sel ves . That  was t he 
f i r s t  t hought  whi ch came t o our  mi nds. Lat er  on i t  devel oped 
t hat  t he l awyer  who was asked t o def end us t hr ough t he Amer i can 
Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on put  t he I dea t o a commi t t ee of  f ami l i es . 
As t o t he act ual  hi r i ng of  t he at t or ney, we don't  know anyt hi ng 
about  i t . 

"Of f  t he r ecor d, I  t hi nk t hat  t he t r i al  woul d not  have come 
up anyway. A t hi ng whi ch woul d be a det r i ment  t o t he pr est i ge of  
t he Uni t ed St at es woul d not  be al l owed."  ̂

"That  was i ns t i t ut ed by t he peopl e i n t he col ony, espec i al l y 
by nar. Okamot o. He suggest ed i t . 

"Al l  al ong we knew what  t he Admi ni st r at i on was doi ng t owar d 
us was an I nvas i on of  our  Const i t ut i onal  Ri ght s . Al l  our  mal l  
was censor ed. We coul d not  i ni t i at e anyt hi ng l i ke t hat  (c al l i ng 
a l awyer ) . 

"Fr om t he ver y begi nni ng, I ' v e mai nt ai ned t hat  anyt hi ng we 
have done wasn't  any t oo r adi cal  or  agai nst  our  Uonst i t ut i onal  
r i ght s . As chai r man of  t he Commi t t ee l  conduct ed t he j ob i n a 
cor r ect  manner . And t he j ob was di f f i c ul t  because t he peopl e 
di dn*t  under s t and."2 

F I RST VI SI T 

Mr . Bes i g, t he r epr esent at i ve of  t he ACLI J  ar r i ved on t he pr o-

j ect  about  a week af t er  t he mur der  of  Hi t omi . Hi s ar r i val  at  

t hi s t i me was most  unf or t unat e, f o r  h i s i nves t i gat i on and i nt er -

vi ews wer e gr eat l y handi capped by t he f ac t  t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on, 

was bus i l y engaged i n t he at t empt  t o sol ve t he mur der  and f ound 

hi s pr esence exceedi ngl y i r r i t at i ng. At  f i r s t  he was r ef used 

per mi ssi on t o v i s i t  Tul e Lake as I s shown by t he f o l l owi ng l et t er  

he sent  t o Mr . Okamot o, t he J apanese who i s c r edi t ed wi t h havi ng 

or gani zed t he r el at i ves of  t he det ai nees t o appeal  t o t he ACLU. 

i b i d . , Sept . 18, 1944, p . 2. 

2 i b i d . , p . 10. 



I  r egr et  t o i nf or m you t hat  Mr . Rober t  B. Cozzens , ass i s t ant  
di r ec t or  of  t he W � R. A. her e i n San F r anc i s c o , has deni ed my r equest  
f or  a per mi t  t o v i s i t  Tul e Lake dur i ng t he week of  J une 12. At  
f i r s t  he s t at ed t her e woul d be no d i f f i c u l t y about  my v i s i t i ng 
Tul e Lake and suggest ed t hat  I  go ahead and make t r ai n r eser vat i ons 
Af t er 'c onf er r i ng wi t h Mr . Best  and Mr . Myer , however , he i nf or med 
me t hat  t he r equest  was bei ng t ur ned down because of  a "Tense s i t ua 
t i on" t hat  per s i s t s at  Tul e L ak e. I  have made r epr esent at i ons t o 
Mr . Myer  by t el egr am, and have pr esent ed t he mat t er  t o Mr . I c k es 
i n an ai r  mai l  l et t er . 

I  t hi nk i t  woul d do no har m f or  you t o wr i t e t o Mr . Cozzens 
I f  you l i mi t  your sel f  t o a si mpl e r equest  t hat  you be per mi t t ed 
t o consul t  per sonal l y wi t h me as a r epr esent at i ve of  t he Amer i can 
Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on t o t he end of  secur i ng cour t  ac t i on i n your  
behal f . Such a r equest  can at  l eas t  do no har m. 

As a r esul t  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on's ac t i on, I  wi l l  appar ent l y 
be compel l ed t o devel op our  pr o j ec t ed t est  cases by mai l . I  wi l l  
wr i t e - you f ur t her  at  some l at er  dat e. 

As f or  l oss of  pr oper t y , I  woul d say t hat  as a l egal  mat t er  
t her e i s l i ab i l i t y . As J udge Denman suggest ed i n t he Kor emat su 
case, however , t her e i s a cer t ai n mor al  obl i gat i on, and Congr ess 
shoul d at  an appr opr i at e t i me set  as i de f unds t o compensat e t he 
evacuees f or  t he l osses t hey have s uf f er ed. 

ss Er nes t  Bes i g. 

Si nce Mr . Bes i g ' s obj ect  was t o i nves t i gat e t he st ockade 

s i t uat i on, h i s pr esence woul d not  have been wel come at  any t i me. 

Ar r i v i ng at  a per i od of  unpar al l el ed t ens i on, when t he admi ni st r a-

t i on was maki ng ever y ef f o r t  t o keep cont act s away f r om t he det ai n-

ees , he was r ecei ved i n a manner  whi ch enr aged hi m. Hi s f i r s t  

ac t i on was t o i nt er v i ew t he r el at i ves of  t he det ai nees , t he wi ves 

of  t he men, Mi ss Ter ada, and some of  t he r el eased det ai nees . These 

meet i ngs wer e ar r anged by Mr . Okamot o who had pl ayed t he l eadi ng 

par t  i n br i ngi ng Bes i g t o Tul e L ak e. Next  Bes i g asked Mr . Best  

t o be al l owed t o t al k t o t he men i n t he s t ockade. Mr . War r en, t he 

man ass i gned t o ass i s t  Bes i g ar ound t he pr o j ec t  was a good f r i end 

of  t he wr i t er ' s and consequent l y , t he dat a avai l abl e i s unusual l y 

good. When Bes i g ar r i ved at  t he s t ockade, he was st opped by 

Mr . Mahr t , a member  of  I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , who i ns i s t ed t hat  a 
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pol i ceman accompany hi m and l i s t en t o h i s conver sat i on wi t h t he 

det ai nees . Bes i g obj ec t ed. Mahr t  t el ephoned Mr . L ec k l i t er , t he 

Pr oj ect  At t or ney, who sai d t hat  t he pr esence of  a pol i ceman was 

necessar y and I s r epor t ed t o have added, "The Admi ni s t r at i on does 

not  want  an out s i der  mur der ed." Bes i g shout ed i n a l oud vo i ce, 

c l ear l y audi bl e t o t he det ai nees , t hat  he had come down t o i nt er -

vi ew t he det ai ned men and not  a cop, and t hat  he wasn't  goi ng t o 

be bossed ar ound by any cop. He t hen t el ephoned Mr .. Best  but  

r ecei ved no s at i s f ac t i on. He r et ur ned t o t he st ockade and began 

t o t al k t o t he det ai nees , t el l i ng t hem t hat  under  t he ci r cumst ance 

he woul d not  have much t o say, si nce t hey coul d not  conver se f r eel  

wi t h a pol i ceman pr esent . At  t hi s poi nt  Mr . Leck l i t er  dr ove up. 

He r ushed I n and sai d, "What 's t he mat t er  now?" Besi g expl ai ned. 

He was not , however , al l owed t o see t he det ai nees I n pr i vat e. 

War r en added: 

"I  hear d Mar ht  t el l  t he pol i ceman who was pr esent  t o l i s t en. 
I  t hi nk t he l ack of  co- oper at i on was on t he par t  of  Mahr t  and not  
Bes t . They had i ns t r uc t ed Besi g not  t o ment i on anyt hi ng about  
t he mur der  si nce I t  was t hei r  i mpr essi on t hat  t he mur der  had been 
i n i t i at ed f r om t he s t ockade." 

Besi g t hen pr oceded t o t al k t o Mr . Bes t . L ec k i i t er , Schmi dt , 

Bes i g1s st enogr apher  and t he wr i t er 's i nf or mant  wer e pr esent . 

Al l  of  t he conver sat i on was handl ed by Mr . L ec k l i t er . Nei t her  

Mr . Best  nor  Mr. Schmi dt  sai d much. Leck l i t er  sai d t hat  i f  Bes i g 

want ed t o do any wor k at  a l l , he woul d have t o conf or m t o t he 

r equi r ement s put  upon hi m, i . e . , not  t al k about  t he mur der . 

Bes i g r epl i ed, "That 's an admi ssi on t hat  you l i s t ened t o my con-

ver s at i on." Leck l i t er  sai d, "We'r e car r yi ng on an i nves t i gat i on 

of  a mur der . I  must  have an agr eement ." Bes i g r epl i ed, "What  I  

t al k about  i s my own bus i nes s ." Leck l i t er  pr ot est ed and Bes i g 

added, "You shut  your  damn bi g mout h. *ou may be abl e t o push 
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j  

t hese J aps ar ound, "but  you c an't  push me ar ound. I f l l  do what  I  

p l eas e." Bes i g i s al so supposed to have t ol d L ec k l i t er  t hat  he 

coul dn't  be an honest  man i f  he wor ked f or  t he WRA, t hat  he was 

an upst ar t  and a ni ncompoop. At  8:15 on t he f ol l owi ng mor ni ng 

( J ul y 12) whi l e Mr . Bes i g was at  br eak f as t , Mr . Bes t 's secr et ar y 

t o l d hi m t hat  Mr . Best  wi shed t o see hi m. About  20 mi nut es l at er , 

War r en f ound Bes i g packi ng h i s sui t case. He had been t ol d t hat  he 

must  l eave t he pr oj ect  because h i s conver sat i on i n t he st ockade 

had i nt er f er ed wi t h t he i nves t i gat i on of  t he mur der . Bes i g sai d 

t hat  si nce he 'd had an appoi nt ment  wi t h a J apanese doct or  i n t he 

col ony whom he had not  been abl e t o see t he day bef or e h i s ej ec t i on 

f r om t he pr oj ect  "was an i nf r i ngement  of  t he r i ght  t o demand counci l  

and he was goi ng t o make one sweet  s t i nk about  i t . " 

War r en cont i nued: 

"Af t er war ds , Bl ack cal l ed me t o Bes t 's o f f i ce and Best  sai d 
he had r equest ed hi m t o l eave because he had asked one of  t he men 
i n t he st ockade, "Do you t hi nk Hi t omi 1s mur der  was engi neer ed f r om 
t he st ockade?" Ac t ual l y , t he woman's not es (Bes i g1s st enogr apher ; 
had sai d he had asked t he f el l ow i f  he knew t he mur der  had occur r ed. 

"Best  sai d t hat  he was ver y much di sgust ed about  t he whol e 
t hi ng. 'They coul dn't  have sent  a wor se r epr esent at i ve. We bot h 
want  t o see t he same t hi ngs accompl i  shed, but  t he f i r s t  wor ds he 
(Bes i g) sai d t o me wer e, " I ' m goi ng t o get  i n your  h a i r . " He 
never  l ef t  up on t hi s at t i t ude f o r  one mi nut e. He r ef used t o show 
even a nor mal  decent  cour t esy .1 

Sever al  Caucasi an i nf or mant s def i ni t el y sympat het i c t o t he 

cause of  t he ACLU, who had t he oppor t uni t y t o obser ve Mr . Bes i g's 

cont act  wi t h t he hi gher  member s of  t he Appoi nt ed Per sonnel  and t o 

t al k wi t h hi m per sonnal y r emar ked t hat  h i s at t i t ude was unneces-

sar i l y t ac t l ess and bel l i ger ent . An i nt el l i gent  young school -

t eacher  of  st r ong l i ber al  l eani ngs s t at ed: 

i b i d . , J ul y 12, 1944, pp. 4- 5. 
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"I  have a st r ong I mpr ess i on of  h i s not  knowi ng how t o go 
about  h i s j ob. He al i enat ed peopl e . . I  t hi nk he hur t  t he cause. 
Hi s i mpr ess i on of  t hi s pl ace seemed t o be such a qui ck l y gai ned, 
r at her  per sonal  i mpr ess i on. He act ed as I f  ever ybody wer e out  
t o get  hi m and was maki ng i t  har d f or  hi m. . . 

"H di dn ' t  go about  f i ndi ng t he f ac t s i n any s c i ent i f i c way. . 
When Mi ss A (a school  t eacher ) was t el l i ng hi m what  happened 
November  4t h, he cont i nual l y r eadi ng t hi ngs i nt o what  she s ai d. 
. . . He l ed her  t o say what  he want ed. . . He was so pr oud of  
t he way he was br ave t hat  he went  out  of  h i s way t o show i t  at  
t he expense of  t he c aus e . wl  

"He' s got  gut s but  t hat ' s about  al l  h e ' s got . I  mysel f  f el t  
he had f a i l ed t o use t act  and di pl omacy. My own i mpr ess i on was 
t hat  h i s get t i ng k i cked out  was hi ghl y sat i s f ac t or y t o hi m and he 
f el t  he was get t i ng a weapon by i t . " 2 

War r en was di s t i nc t l y l e f t i s t  i n h i s conv i c t i ons and was, 

h i ms el f , one of  t he most  t ac t l ess men t he wr i t er  has ever  known. 

On t he eveni ng of  J ul y 12 Mr . L ec k l i t er  at t ended a meet i ng 

of  t he r el at i v es of  t he det ai ned men whi ch was hel d i n t he cent er . 

Mr . Okamot o pr es i ded. L ec k l i t er 1s t ask was t o answer  ques t i ons . 

War r en desc r i bed t he meet i ng: 

"Okamot o asked L ec k l i t er  t o expl ai n t he "k i c k i ng out " of  t he 
at t or ney . L ec k l i t er  sai d he hadn' t  been k i cked out  but  had been 
r equest ed t o l eave. The admi ni s t r at i on coul d not  al l ow anyone t o 
i nt er f er e wi t h t he mur der  I nv es t i gat i on. He st at ed t hat  WRA had 
c al l ed Mr . Bes i g ' s boss i n New Yor k , Mr . Bal dr i n, and Bal dr i n 
had sai d t hat  Bes i g had not  come under  h i s aut hor i t y . 

"Those pr esent  want ed t o know why t hey c oul dn't  v i s i t  t he 
peopl e i n t he s t ockade. L ec k l i t er  sai d t hey (t he det ai nees ) wer e 
t r oubl e- maker s and t hat  t he Admi ni s t r at i on c oul dn't  al l ow v i s i t s 
except  on t hei r  own di s c r et i on. Ver y l i t t l e v i s i t i ng was goi ng 
t o be al l owed. 

"I  was sur pr i sed at  t he ext ent  wi t h whi ch L ec k l i t er  was f r ank 
wi t h t he peopl e as t o what  had occur r ed. He sai d t her e wer e t wo 
maj or  r easons t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on d i dn ' t  want  Bes i g her e at  
t hi s t i me. One was t hat  peopl e had come t o Best  and sai d t hat  
t hey had been t hr eat ened wi t h bodi l y har m unl ess t hey agr eed t o 
see Mr . Bes i g. The second was t he k i l l i ng . 

"When L ec k l i t er  sai d t hey expect ed t o sol ve t he mur der  i n a 

_ 

i b i d . , pp. 3- 4. 
2 l b l d . , p . 5. 
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week or  two t he woman t hey cal l  t he queen of  t he col ony (Mr s . WQ") 
and ot her s exchanged gl ances of  consi der abl e amusement . "1 

On J ul y 14t h Mr . Bes i g r el eased a st at ement  t o t he newspaper s: 

I f  t hi s i s i mpor t ant  i t  can be pr ocur ed and quot ed. R. H. 

ne st at ed t hat  t he det ai nees had been kept  i n t he st ockade 

f or  ei ght  mont hs and dur i ng t hat  t i me wer e not  al l owed cont act  

wi t h t hei r  f ami l i es and had been deni ed l egal  counci l * A st at ement  

by WRA appear ed i n t he same i ssue of  t he paper  denyi ng t he f ac t  

t hat  t he men had been deni ed l egal  counc i l . L ec k l i t er  i s sai d 

t o have i nt i mat ed t hat  bes i g er r ed i n h i s st at ement  and t hat  he 

shoul d have sai d, "l egal  counci l  of  t hei r  own c ho i c e." Mor eover , 

sai d L ec k l l t er , "These men whom Besi g had cont act ed had expr essed 

t hei r  l oyal t y t o J apan." "That  doesn't  make any di f f er enc e," sai d 

War r en, who was pr esent , "Xou your sel f  have st at ed t hat  an announce-

ment  of  I nt ent i on t o r epat r i at e had not hi ng t o do wi t h a c i t i zens ' 

obl i gat i ons and p r i v i l eges . "2 

Thi s v i s i t  of  Mr . Bes i g's caused sur pr i s i ngl y l i t t l e s t i r  i n 

t he cent er . Opl er  st at ed t hat  s t or i es about  bes i g wer e al l  over  

t he col ony, t hat  he was gr eat l y admi r ed, and t hat  h i s v i s i t  had 
<z 

pr obabl y decr eased t he "ant i - Uaucasi an f ee l i ng . " K. however , 

pr obabl y expr essed a more common at t i t ude: 

"Ever ybody exper i enced di sappoi nt ment  on t hat . They wer e 
di sappoi nt ed because t he at t or ney was not  al l owed t o see t he men 
i ndi v i dual l y , xhat  cr eat ed some handi cap t owar d expr ess i ng t hei r  
opi ni ons ôf  det ai nees ) . I  wi sh he woul d put  up a f i ght  so t hat  
t he Amer i can publ i c wi l l  be i nf or med of  t he f ac t s . " 

i b i d . , J ul y 14, 1944, pp. 1- 2. Thi s t er m "queen of  t he col ony" 
was appl i ed t o Mr s . onl y by t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  who gr eat l y 
exagger at ed her  i nf l uence i n t he cent er . 
2 l b i d . , J ul y 14 p . 1. 
3 i b i d . , J ul y 17, 1944, p . 3. 
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K. added, t hat  even i f  t he f ac t s wer e made known, pr obabl y 

most  Amer i cans woul d not  be i nf l uenced. A f ew, per haps, mi ght  b e . 1 

When, however , sever al  weeks l at er , t he ACLU publ i cat i on 

(get  name) appear ed wi t h i t s sensat i onal  denunc i at i on of  t he 

i t  

admi ni s t r at i on at  Tul e Lake,/pr oduced an under st andabl e r eac t i on 

of  appr ec i at i on and gl ee. K. s ai d: 

. . . *? h e P e o P l e ar e ver y much r ej o i ced over  t he Amer i can Ci v i l  
L i ber t i es Uni on whi ch wr ot e up t he st r ong ar t i c l e r egar di ng t he 
t yr anny at  Tul e Lake.  ̂

An ant i - st at us quo ni s ei  gi r l  commented upon t he ar t i c l e, 

addi ng: 

"Nat ur al l y , peopl e got  suspi c i ous when Mr . Best  chased Mr , 
bes i g out . Peopl e want  them gi ven a f ai r  t r i a l . They f eel  t hey 've 
been i n t her e t en mont hs and have ser ved t hei r  sent ence. I f  t hey've 
ser ved t hei r  sent ence t hey shoul d be l ef t  f r e e . " 3 

On J ul y 17, Mr . Bes i g sent  t he f o l l owi ng l et t er  t o Mr . Yoshi yama 

one of  t he det ai nees : 

Tom Yoshi yama: 

I n our  opi ni on, your  det ent i on f or  over  8 mont hs i n t he St ockade 
wi t hout  char ges bei ng f i l ed agai nst  you, and wi t hout  bei ng br ought  
bef or e a magi st r at e ought  t o be t est ed i n t he cour t s . We have 
pr esent ed t he ent i r e pr obl em most  f u l l y i n a l et t er  t o Mr . I ckes 
but  i n t he event  t hat  t he r el ease of  al l  18 i s not  or der ed pr ompt l y 
by hi m, we woul d suggest  t he f i l i ng of  an appl i cat i on f or  a wr i t  
of  habeus cor pus i n t he U. S. Di s t r i c t  Cour t  i n behal f  of  one of  
you, poss i bl y your sel f . 

We ar e al so ent er i ng a compl ai nt  wi t h t he Post  Of f i ce Depar t ment  
agai nst  t he censor shi p of  t he mai l s , f or  whi ch we can f i nd no bas i s 
i n l aw. 

Our  pr esence at  t he Cent er  was br ought  t o a sudden and ear l y 
Wednesday mor ni ng, J ul y 12, when Mr . Best  or der ed our  i mmedi at e 
depar t ur e, on t he gr ound t hat  our  pr esence was i nt er f er i ng wi t h 
t he i nves t i gat i on of  t he r ecent  mur der . 

Woul d you pl ease l et  me have your  pr ompt  r esponse t o our  
suggest i on. 

E r n es t  Bes i g . 

î b i d . . J ul y 20, 1944, p . 1. 
2 l b l d . , Aug. 7, 1944, p . 4. 

° i b i d . . Aug. 17, 1944, p . 5. 
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The f o l l owi ng r epor t s on st ockade condi t i ons wer e sent  t o 

Mr . Co l l i ns , at t or ney f or  t he ACLU on Mr . Bes i g ' s r eques t . 

1805- B, Tul e Lake Cent er  
Newel l , Cal i f o r ni a 
August  20, 1944 

At t or ney Wayne Co l l i ns 
Mi l l s Tower  

San F r anc i s c o , Cal i f o r ni a 

Dear  S i r : 

Mr . Hi r oyoshi  Tsuda of  Bl ock 30, Tul e Lake Cent er , showed me 
a l et t er  of  r ecent  dat e sent  "by Mr . Er nes t  Bes i g, Counsel or  of  t he 
Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on of  Nor t her n Cal i f o r n i a. Mr . Bes i g 
r equest ed t hat  Mr . Tsuda wr i t e t o you and expl ai n i n det ai l s t he 
condi t i ons of  t he St ockade of  t h i s Cent er . Mr . Tsuda i n t ur n asked 
me t o do t he same. 

I  was an i nmat e of  t he St ockade mysel f . Hav i ng spent  a f ew 
mont hs wi t h Mr . Tsuda, I  was r equest ed by hi m t o wr i t e t o you, 
desc r i bi ng t he condi t i ons of  t he St ockade, cover i ng t he per i od 
s i nce h i s r el ease i n Apr i l  up t o t he t i me of  my r el eas e, whi ch 
was J ul y 22, 1944, Sat ur day . I  pr esume Mr . Bes i g has a det ai l ed 
r epor t  of  t he St ockade dur i ng Mr . Ts uda1s conf i nement ; t her ef or e, 
I  wi l l  c i r cumscr i be my r epor t  f r om Apr i l  t o J ul y 22 of  t hi s year . 
I  mi ght  al so add t hat  I  was ar r est ed on J anuar y 6, 1944 and i mpr i -
soned f or  199 days . 

Si ze of  St ockade and bar r acks 

The s i ze of  t he St ockade was about  220' x 3501 . Ther e wer e 
s i x bar r acks and one mess hal l  and k i t chen bui l di ng. Bar r acks 
wer e of  t he same s i ze as t hose occupi ed by t he evacuees i n 
t he Col ony, 20 x 100, but  wi t hout  par t i t i ons . Each bar r ack 
was one l ar ge dor mi t or y wi t h t wo coal  st oves f or  heat i ng 
pur poses and 12 wi ndows t o each s i de. These bar r acks wer e . 
number ed A t o P . One hal f  of  Bar r ack F was used f or  l at r i ne 
and shower , t he ot her  ha l f , l i v i ng quar t er s . Bar bed wi r e 
f ence was appr oxi mat el y 10 f eet  f r om the bui l di ng on bot h 
ends . 

L i ght i ng of  Bar r acks 

Bar r ack A had one r ow of  l i ght s i n t he cent er , whi ch was 
poor . Bar r acks B, C, D, E and X had t wo r ows of  l i ght s ; 
henc e, bet t er  t han Bar r ack A. 

Sl eepi ng Accommodat i ons 

At  one t i me, t her e wer e over  260 i nmat es i n t he St ockade, 
di s t r i but ed among al l  bar r acks ; however , t hat  was when t he 
Army was i n char ge of  t he St ockade. On May 23, 1944, t he 
WRA t ook char ge of  t he St ockade o f f i c i a l l y and f or mal l y . 
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L t . Shaner  wi t h hi s s t af f , accompani ed by Mr . Mahr t , I nt er nal  
Secur i t y Of f i c er , and hi s s t af f  ent er ed t he St ockade at  r o l l  
cal l  t i me, whi ch was 1:00 p. m. dai l y , and f or mal l y announced 
t he change of  super v i s i on as of  t hat  dat e. Ther e wer e about  
180 i n t he St ockade. Bar r ack F had been vacat ed pr evi ous t o 
May 23, t he men havi ng t aken t hei r  beds t o ot her  bar r acks 
accor di ng t o t he choi ce of  each. Army cot s wi t h f our  bl anket s 
wer e pr ovi ded t o each. Men wer e r el eased f r om t i me t o t i me, 
whi ch gave us more space. Al t hough t he number  occupyi ng t he 
bar r acks wer e not  even, L t . Shaner  kept  a compl et e r ecor d of  
occupant s of  each bar r ack and r edi s t r i but ed t he popul at i on 
ni c el y . By J ul y 18, 1944, t her e wer e 18 of  us l e f t . About  
2 o 'c l oc k i n t he af t er noon of  t he 18t h, ei ght  or  more men 
accompani ed by Mr . Mar ht  came i nt o t he St ockade and or der ed 
al l  of  us t o move i nt o Bar r ack A, nai l i ng up al l  t he bar r acks . 
The next  mor ni ng, J ul y 19, t he onl y two I s s ei  or  f  i r st - gener a -
t i on J apanese were r el eased about  4:00 p. m. i n t he af t er noon 
and anot her  was r el eased, a Ni s ei ; t hat  l ef t  onl y 15. I  was 
s t i l l  t her e. 

Reason f or  Ar r est  and Conf i nement ; T r i al  and Sent ences 

No r eason was ever  gi ven t o me f or  my ar r es t . Ther e wer e 
t wo or  t hr ee occasi ons when I  was gi ven what  was known as a 
'Hear i ng' at  whi ch t i me, WRA o f f i c i al s asked me al l  sor t s 
of  quest i ons . The r eason f or  my ar r est  was never  made known. 
I  was kept  i n t he St ockade under  t hese ci r cumst ances wi t hout  
t r i al  and sent ence. Days of  r el ease was never  cer t ai n at  ary 
t i me whi ch kept  us guess i ng. 

Pr ecaut i on agai nst  Kscape 

Ther e wer e f our  t ower s l ocat ed on each cor ner  of  t he St ockade 
j ust  out si de of  t he f ence and ar med guar ds wer e st at i oned on 
each 24 hour s a day. The f ence was about  8f  h i gh wi t h bar bed 
wi r e ext ens i on. Ther e was onl y one gat e and each t i me, any 
of  us wer e t aken out  t o go f or  our  f ood or  t o t he of f i ce f or  
var i ous bus i ness , t her e was a guar d st andi ng at  t he gat e and 
sever al  I nt er nal  Secur i t y Of f i c er s at t endi ng. 

Food 

Food was not  any t oo good up t o May 23r d; however , i t  was 
enough and of  such qual i t y t o sust ai n us . On May 23 when 
t he WRA t ook over , we not i ced a sudden change f or  bet t er ment  
of  our  dai l y f ood suppl y, unl i ke t he t i me when t he Army was 
i n char ge, WRA suppl i ed us f ood f or  f ew days i n advance and 
i n number  of  cases , f or  i ns t ance, cof f ee and f l our , we wer e 
gi ven a sack each, whi ch was suf f i c i ent  f or  a week or  mor e. 
As f ar  as f ood was concer ned, we bel i eve t hey gave t he 
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Let t er s and Packages 

As f ar  as I  am concer ned, c i gar et t es wer e r at i oned up t o 
May 23r d "because t he Army was i n char ge of  t he St ockade up 
t o t hat  dat e. WRA, however , t ol d us t hat  t hey saw no r eason 
why our  c i gar et t es and t obaccoes shoul d be r es t r i c t ed i nasmuch 
as we bought  t hem wi t h our  own money. 

Mal l  and Let t er s 

Al l  mai l , bot h i ncomi ng and out goi ng, wer e censor ed by t he 
. Army whi l e t hey wer e i n char ge, and by t he WRA when t hey 

t ook char ge of  t he St ockade. 

Al l  i n a l l , al l  of  us behaved ver y ni cel y and obeyed al l  
or der s what ever  t hey wer e. Our  mess hal l  and k i t chen wer e kept  
i n good sani t ar y condi t i on. We t ook t ur ns i n keepi ng t he l at r i nes 
and shower  r oom i mmacul at el y c l ean. Our  bar r acks wer e swept  and 
mopped each mor ni ng. For  r ec r eat i on our  f r i ends i n t he Cent er  
sent  us bal l s , vol l ey bal l s , and gl oves . These wer e t he onl y 
means of  out door  r ec r eat i on. 

To t he best  of  my knowl edge and bel i ef , I  have gi ven a f ai r  
account  of  t he l i v i ng condi t i ons , e t c . , dur i ng t he t i me of  my 
conf i nement  i n t he st ockade. 

Ver y t r ul y your s , 

s s / Er nes t  Kozuma 

Addi t i onal  desc r i pt i on of  St ockade l i f e -  Ushi t a t o Yamamoto -  August  22, 1944 

EXI STED CONDI TI ONS I N THE STOCKAI E DURI NG MY CONFI NE ME NT THERE 

The Mi l i t ar y St ockade was const r uct ed f or  t he pur pose of  
conf i ni ng so- cal l ed "al l eged" agi t at or s appr ehended af t er  t he 
November  r i o t . 

I  shal l  endeavor  t o gi ve t r ue account  of  my exper i ence, dur i ng my 
cust ody t her e. 

Ar ea appr oxi mat ed an acr e and a quar t er . 
Maxi mum number  of  conf i nees 256 wer e conf i ned at  one t i me. 
These t hi ngs wer e l ack i ng or  wer e not  f ur ni shed by t he aut hor i t y ; 
bed sheet s , pi l l ow, pi l l ow case, t o i l et  ar t i c l es of  any k i nd, 
c l ot hi ng of  any t ype, and medi ci ne f or  emer gency cases . 
Sani t at i on was cons i der abl y bel ow par . 
Si ck per sons wer e i mmensel y negl ec t ed. 
Qual i t y of  f ood- st uf f s wer e not  di et et i c al  and not  nour i shi ng. 
Amount  of  f ood f or  each per son was amazi ngl y l i mi t ed. 
L i v i ng quar t er s wer e badl y const r uct ed and each per son was at  one 
t i me l i mi t ed t o onl y f ew squar e f eet  of  l i v i ng space. 
No f ood s t uf f s f r om t he col ony was per mi t t ed, except  i n one occas i on, 
dur i ng Xmas. 
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U. S. Post al  mai l s wer e censor ed wi t hout  t he addr ess ee's per mi ss i on 

or  knowl edge. 

So l di er s on sent r y dut y , on sever al  i ns t ances t hr eat en or  i nt i mi -  1 

dat ed t he det ai nees . 
On J anuar y , dur i ng t he mi dst  of  hunger  s t r i k e, so l di er s ent er ed 
our  compound ar med t o t he t eet h, and unl awf ul l y depr i ved us of  
f ood- s t uf f s (sent  f r om t he c o l ony ) , money, c l ot hes and ot her  
i t em of  per sonal  owner shi p. 
On t wo occas i ons shot s wer e f i r ed i n t he pr oxi mi t y of  our  compound. 
Bodi l y har m was i n f l i c t ed sever al  per sons wi t hout  l egal  or  r at i onal  
r eason. 
No l i ber al  t r ai l  or  hear i ng was gi ven anyone. 
A separ at e i s o l at i on compound was i ns t al l ed and many wer e sent  
t her e t o spend ni ght s of  suf f er i ng and mi ser y f o r  of f ense t hey 
wer e not  pr oven t o have had commi t t ed. 

OCCURRENCE DURI NG HUNGER STRI KE1 

1.. A member  of  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y war ned us hunger  s t r i ker s 
t hat  i nasmuch as f ood i s br ought  i nt o t he st ockade t hey wi l l  
ho l d no r es pons i bi l i t y f or  any one not  eat i ng. Nor  wi l l  he 
be sent  t o t he hospi t al  f o r  t r eat ment  i n t i me of  c r i t i c al  
c ondi t i on, r es ul t i ng f r om t he hunger  s t r i k e. 

2. Ci gar et t es wer e f or bi dden us f or  about  a mont h. 

3. Mai l  was wi t hhel d f r om us nor  wer e we al l owed t o send out  any 
mai l  f or  t he per i od of  appr oxi mat el y one mont h. 

4. Dar i ng t he mass conf i nement  I n t he hospi t al  f or  medi cal  at t en-
t i on, we wer e gi ven i ns uf f i c i ent  per i od of  t i me f or  conval es-
cence and di schar ged t o t he st ockade; f r om t he weakest  per son 
on t o t he st r ongest  among us t hi r t een. 

&r .Hl CTION OF NEW CO- OP BOARD OF DI KECTOnS 

Wi t h t he r es i gnat i on of  i t s Boar d of  Di r ec t or s , t he Go- op 

was l ef t  l eader l es s , and l oaded wi t h a bur den of  publ i c oppr obr i um 

and suspi c i on whi ch sur passed t hat  of  any ot her  or gani zat i on I n 

t he hi s t or y of  Tul e L ak e. For  a t i me i t  appear ed t hat  r es i gna-

t i ons woul d spr ead whol esal e t hr oughout  al l  t he pos i t i ons of  t he 

o r gani zat i on. However , t he appeal  of  a cour ageous gr oup of  

J apanese, who t empor ar i l y st epped i nt o t he vacancy l ef t  by t he 

r es i gned Boar d, and pr obabl y , t he f ac t  t hat  t he j ob was a j ob and 

t he t ens i on was dec r eas i ng, kept  most  of  t he empl oyees at  t hei r  pos t s . 

'Thi s second hunger  s t r i ke i s desc r i bed i n det ai l  i n a c l osel y 
f o l l owi ng sec t i on. 
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The at t i t ude and past  hi s t or y of  t he men on t he New Boar d was 

i n shar p cont r ast  t o t he o l d. I ns t ead of  bei ng ul t r a- conser va-

t i ve r epr esent at i ves of  t he "ves t ed i nt er es t s " of  Tul e L ak e, some 

of  t hese new men had been conf i ned i n t he st ockade dur i ng t he 

November  d i f f i c u l t i es , and wer e c l assed as "agi t at o r s " by t he 
\ 

admi ni s t r at i on. I n i t s hel pl es s nes s , however , t he admi ni s t r at i on 

coul d not  be t oo par t i cul ar  about  t he past  hi s t o r y o f  i ndi v i dual s J  

wi l l i ng t o st ep i nt o a pos i t i on whi ch mi ght  cost  t hem t hei r  l i v es . 

Some at t empt s wer e made t o get  some "l evel  headed" J apanese on 

t he boar d, by whi ch t he admi ni s t r at i on meant  per sons of  an ant i -

s t at us quo conv i c t i on. However , f o r  t he most  par t , t he po l i c i es 

f o l l owed i n t he mont h whi ch f o l l owed Mr . Hi t omi 's deat h wer e l ef t  

al most  ent i r el y up t o t he newcomer s, Kuncor n, whol e- hear t edl y 

f avor ed l et t i ng t he J apanese t ake a maj or  par t  of  t he cont r ol  

and i ns i s t ed, cor r ec t l y , t hat  t he New Boar d woul d be much more 

aggr ess i ve t han t he ol d and t hat  i t  woul d be i nt el l i gent  f or  t he 

admi ni s t r at i on t o make t hem some concess i ons : 

"My whol e i dea i s t o co- oper at e and get  t he good wi l l  of  t he 
Boar d. I  know t hey 'r e goi ng t o be a much more demandi ng Boar d. 
My i dea i s t hat  t he Admi ni s t r at i on has t o mai nt ai n t he i n i t i at i v e 
but  not  do i t  i n a t wo- f i s t ed manner . I  t o l d Bl ack bef or e t hi s 
happened t hat  he had t he Go- op i n a t er r i f i c nut - cr acker . I  
f eel  we must  keep t he i n i t i at i v e by doi ng gener ous t h i ngs . I  
know t hey 'r e goi ng t o demand. 

The new boar d di d f o l l ow a mor e "demandi ng" po l i c y , whi ch, 

i n f ut ur e, was i nvar i abl y r egar ded as "pr essur i ng" by t he admi ni s-

t r at i on. One of  t he f i r s t  ac t i ons of  t he new Boar d was t o make 

i nqui r i es at  ot her  cent er s t o det er mi ne how much t he domest i c 

wor ker s ,t her e wer e pai d. They f ound t hat  t he wages r an f r om 

i b i d . , J ul y 12, 1944, pp. 2- 3. 
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38 t o 40 do l l ar s a mont h. At  t hi s t i me, Mr . Best  and Mr . Bl ack 

wer e s t i l l  demandi ng a wage of  30 do l l ar s a mont h. The boar d 

det er mi ned t o ask f or  35 or  no t hi ng. Sai d Mr . Runcor n: 

" I  c an' t  make Mr . Bl ack see i t  at  a l l . I  know t hat  t he new 
Boar d i s goi ng t o demand al l  sor t s of  t h i ngs . I  wi sh I  coul d 
per suade Mr . Best  t o gr ant  t hi s bef or e t hey ask f or  i t . * 1 

Mr . Best  was not  per suaded, and t hi s par t i c ul ar  i ssue was 

not  set t l ed unt i l  August  when Mess r s . Cur r i e, McNei l  and Rossmsn 

ar r i ved f r om Washi ngt on i n August  and managed t o pl ease bot h s i des 

by r emovi ng t he domest i c wor k f r om Co- op super v i s i on and pl ac i ng 

i t  di r ec t l y under  t he WRA pl acement  o r gani zat i on. 

The wr i t er  cont act ed one of  t he supposedl y "r adi c al " new 

boar d member s at  t hi s t i me and was gi ven t he f o l l owi ng br i ef  

but  c l ear  st at ement  of  po l i c y : 

"Nat ur al l y I  r ef used t he f i r s t  t i me. But  t hr ee r epr esent at i ves 
of  t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s came and gave me a f u l l  vi ew of  t he 
po l i c y t o be f o l l owed. The pr esent  boar d def i n i t el y s t at es t hat  
t hey wi l l  never  t ouch any po l i t i c al  pr obl ems. They wi l l  keep t o 
t hei r  bus i nes s . The pr esent  camp f eel i ng i s j us t  wai t i ng t o see 
how t he Co- op Boar d a c t s . " 2 

On J ul y 17 Dr . Opl er  t o l d t he wr i t er  t hat  some of  t he new 

Boar d Member s had t aken t he pos i t i on because of  pr essur e f r om t he 

o l d boar d. "They want  t hem i n t her e t o keep t hi ngs f r om goi ng 

scr ewy, "3 

Lat er  ser i ous f ac t i onal i sm ar ose i n t he Boar d because of  t he 

mar kedl y di f f er ent  vi ews of  some of  i t s member s. A The per sonnel  

of  t he Boar d was abl e t o wor k out  a pol i cy whi ch, i n l es s t han 

t wo mont hs, caused an al most  mi r acul ous change i n t he publ i c 

at t i t ude t owar d t he Co- op. The devel opment  of  t hi s po l i c y can 

be t r aced, t o some ext ent  i n t he i s sues of  t he Tul e Lake Cooper  at  o r . 

i b i d . , p . 3. 
2 i b i d . , J ul y 30, 1944, p . 6. 
5 l b i d . , J ul y 17, 1944, p . 2. 
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I t  i s pr obabl e t hat  t he car ef ul  and consc i ent i ous i ssuance of  t h i s 

i nf or mat i on was onl y a mi nor  f ac t or  i n t he publ i c conf i dence 

whi ch t he Boar d r api dl y acqui r ed. The t r ul y s i gni f i c ant  f ac t or  

was t hat  t he Boar d di d i t s bes t  t o l i ve up t o t he st at ement s and 

pr omi ses i t  made and, l i t t l e by l i t t l e , as t he peopl e became 

consc i ous of  t hi s change I n po l i cy t hr ough t he t angi bl e changes 

i n t he Go- op po l i cy whi ch af f ec t ed t hei r  dai l y l i v es , t hey began 

t o pay ser i ous at t ent i on t o t he st at ement s I s s ued, 

On J ul y 6, Mr . Runcor n r el eased a st at ement  on t he f i nanc i al  

condi t i on of  t he Go- op i n t he Newel l  St ar . Thi s st at ement  had been 

pr epar ed bef or e Hi t omi 's mur der  and was one of  t he al l  t oo bel at ed 

ac t i ons dec i ded upon when t he di r e pl i ght  o f  t he Co- op f i na l l y 

came t o be accept ed by t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

RUNCORN RELEASES LATEST CO- OP F I NANCI AL CONDI TI ON 

E � A. Runcor n, super vi sor  o f  t he Tul e Lake Cooper at i ve Ent er -
pr i s es , r el eased a st at ement  concer ni ng t he f i nanc i al  condi t i on 
of  t he l ocal  Cooper at i ve Ent er pr i s es . The account  I s as f o l l ows : 

The l at es t  st at ement  shows t he sound f i nanc i al  condi t i on of  
t he Tul e Lake Cooper at i ve Ent er pr i s es . The t ot al  val ue or  asset s 
i s $280,000. Appr oxi mat el y - #100,000 of  t hi s i s owi ng t o whol esal er s 
t he r emai ni ng i j j>180,000 i s t he pr oper t y of  more t han 7000 member s. 
Each member  pai d one do l l ar  as a member shi p f ee . 

Whi l e t he gener al  condi t i on of  t he Co- op i s gener al l y known 
t o t he peopl e who have r ead t he o f f i c i a l  audi t s i s sued at  r egul ar  
i nt er v al s , t h i s net  wor t h has not  been s t r essed. The f ac t  t hat  
f or  ever y do l l ar  i nves t ed t he member  owns i n as s et s , based on t he 
amoung of  pat r onage, an aver age of  #25, i ndi c at es t he r emar kabl e 
ef f i c i enc y of  t he management . 

Of  t hi s net  wor t h or  member s1 equi t y of  #180,000, i nc l udi ng 
near l y #20,000 f or  a r eser ve f und r equi r ed by l aw, t he gr eat er  
par t  of  t hi s val ue i s r epr esent ed i n goods and equi pment  pai d f o r  
and on t he shel ves or  i n dai l y us e. The bal ance i s wor ki ng cash. 
Accor di ng t o pendi ng pl ans enough cash wi l l  be avai l abl e i n J ul y 
t o pay some of  t he pat r onage savi ngs whi l e at  t he same t i me f ai r l y 
nor mal  r epl acement  of  goods and ser v i ces f or  nor mal  oper at i on can 
be mai nt ai ned f or  t he conveni ence and ser vi ce of  al l  pat r ons . 

I t  i s doubt f ul  i f  any camp r es i dent  pai d much at t ent i on t o 

t h i s s t at ement . 
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War d meet i ngs of  t he Co- op member s wer e hel d and t empor ar y 

boar d member s el ec t ed i n some of  t he war ds . The f o l l owi ng expl a-

nat i on whi ch appear ed i n t he Tul e Lake Cooper at or  of  J ul y 11 i s 

s i gn i f i c ant . Some war ds put  up no r epr esent at i ves , pr nf r ahl y 

because no one coul d be f ound t o t ake t he pos i t i ons . 

NEW BOARD I S ORGANI ZED 

Tr ans f er  of  t he Aut hor i t y J ul y 12 St or es and Shops wi l l  be 

Kept  Open 

I n or der  t o cont i nue t he under t ak i ng of  Tul e Lake Cooper at i ve 
Ent er pr i s es , and t o t r ans f er  t he aut hor i t y f r om t he f or mer  Boar d 
of  Di r ec t or s who f el t  t hemsel ves r espons i bl e f or  Gener al  Manager  
Hi t omi f s v i o l ent  deat h and r es i gned J ul y 3r d, t he War d Repr esent a-
t i ves Assembl i es have been ho l di ng meet i ngs under  consul t at i on 
s i nce t hen t o wor k out  emer gency measur es . 

War d I  hel d a gener al  member shi p meet i ng, but  has nei t her  
el ec t ed new Repr esent at i ves nor  new Di r ec t or s y et . 

War d I I  r e- el ect ed t he t wo f or mer  Di r ec t or s by vot es of  
conf i dence. 

War d I I I . Al l  member s of  t he War d Repr esent at i ves r es i gned, 
and t he newl y- el ect ed Repr esent at i ves sel ec t ed two Di r ec t or  s . 

War d I V el ec t ed t wo new Di r ec t o r s . 

War d V. Al l  member s of  t he War d Repr esent at i ves r es i gned, 
and t he newl y- el ect ed Repr esent at i ves sel ec t ed t wo Di r ec t o r s , 
nowever , t hese two r es i gned af t er  at t endi ng meet i ng on t he 9t h . 

War d VI  el ec t ed t wo new Di r ec t o r s . 

War d VI I  hel d a gener al  member shi p meet i ng and i nf or med t he 
member s of  t he r es i gnat i on of  t he Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s , but , t he 
new Di r ec t or s have not  as yet  been el ec t ed up t o dat e. 

War d V I I I  el ec t ed two new Di r ec t o r s . 

Mr . Runcor ncomment ed upon t he dubi ous char act er  of  t hese 

el ec t i o ns , under  t he c i r cumst ances , however , he made no compl ai nt , 

bel i ev i ng t hat  any boar d member s, no mat t er  how sel ec t ed, wer e 

bet t er  t han none. 



515* 

I  don't  know what 's goi ng on i n t he bl ock el ec t i ons or  how 
d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s t o get  t he peopl e out . Ther e i s no quor um r equi r ed 
i n our  r u l es . Pr obabl y ver y f ew t ur ned out . We wer e car ef ul  t o 
make t he Boar d Member s r epr esent at i ve, but  at  t he bl ock l evel  t he 
el ec t i ons ar e j us t  a bl ack s p o t . "1 

Mr . Runcor n meant  t hat  he was qui t e I n t he dar k as t o pr ocedur e 

and at t endance at  t hese el ec t i ons , not  t hat  t hey wer e a di s gr ac e. 

On J ul y 9t h t he newl y- el ect ed Di r ec t or s and t he o l d Boar d 

met  i n j o i nt  meet i ng. What  t ook pl ace at  t hi s meet i ng i s not  

known. The per sonnel  of  t he new Boar d was sel ec t ed however , sub-

j ect  t o appr oval  of  some of  t he men by an addi t i onal  war d meet i ng, 

i n t hose war ds wher e t he Boar d Member s had been sel ec t ed by a gr oup 

t oo smal l  t o be cons i der ed a quor um.2 The f o l l owi ng ver y i nt er es t i ng 

st at ement  by Mess r s . Mat sumot o and Hayas hi , ex- di r ec t or s was al so 

pr i nt ed at  t hi s t i me. 

Mess r s . Manki  Mat sumot o and Masami  Hayashi  ex- Di r ect or s , sent  
i n t hei r  f or mal  r es i gnat i ons dat ed J ul y 10t h, despi t e t he f ac t  
t hat  War d Assembl y r e- el ect ed them as Di r ec t o r s . These t wo men 
ar e f i r ml y det er mi ned t o get  out  of  t he Boar d now and woul d not  
cons i der  nor  accept  t he r ecommendat i on made by t hei r  War d Assembl y. 

The next  day Mr . Tadai chi  Nomur a was el ec t ed as t empor ar y 

chai r man. He r emai ned i n o f f i ce f o r  about  t hr ee mont hs and event u-

al l y r es i gned due t o c onf l i c t  wi t hi n t he Boar d i t s e l f . 

The f o l l owi ng t hr ee exer pt s f r om t he T u l e Lake Cooper at or  of  

J ul y 24 pi c t ur e t he al t er ed po l i c y of  t he new Boar d ver y c l ear l y . 

The di s t r i but  

i on of  t he pat r onage r ef unds was anot her  one of  t he 

po i nt s f or  whi ch t he new Boar d had t o bat t l e wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

NEW BOARD OF DI RECTORS ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

We, t he new Boar d of  Di r ec t or s announce t hat  t he sudden deat h 
of  t he l at e Gener al  Manager  Yaozo Hi t omi  has made a gr eat  change 
of  managi ng s t af f s i n var i ous sect i ons of  our  Co�op. 

The new Boar d of  Di r ec t or s assembl ed at  t hei r  f i r s t  meet i ng 
on J ul y 12t h and el ec t ed pr es i dent  and v i ce- pr es i dent  by mut ual  
vot es . As pr obabl y you pr esume t he Boar d i s s t i l l  f ac i ng f ur t her  

i b i d . , J ul y 1944, p. 3. 
Z'l 'ul e Lake Cooper at or , J u l y 11, 1944. 
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di f f i c u l t i es i n sel ec t i ng t he per sonnel  f or  t he key pos i t i ons . I f  
t he act ual  condi t i on of  t he Co- op has not  "been wel l  pr esent ed t o 
i t s member s, t hen t her e wi l l  be a t endency t o cause mi sunder s t andi ng. 

Our  mot o, however , al ways has been symbol i zed as f a i r  pl ay 
t o ever yone and of  t r y i ng not  t o di s t ur b t he expec t at i on of  t he 
member s i n maj or i t y . 

Ther ef or e, we appeal  t o you f or  t he pr epar at i on t o cr eat e 
a smoot h and f avor abl e oper at i on of  our  Co- op i n t he f ut ur e, you 
ar e ur ged and i nv i t ed t o as s i s t  i n choos i ng t he most  capabl e men 
f or  t hi s pur pose. 

As t o t he nomi nat i on of  candi dat es al l  nomi nat or s ar e r equest ed 
t o f ur ni sh t he det ai l s of  t hei r  candi dat es ' per sonal  r ecor ds and 
t o hand i t  t o t he bl ock manager . 

The names gi ven by each b l o c k ' s nomi nat i on wi l l  be di scussed 
at  t he gener al  assembl y whi ch i s schedul ed t o t ake pl ace on J ul y 24t h 
and t hen wi l l  be t r ans f er r ed t o the Boar d of  Di r ec t or s 1 meet i ng 
f or  f ur t her  exami nat i on. 

I f  t he member s wi l l  car ef ul l y pr esent  a f ew candi dat es f or  
t he pos i t i ons of  Gener al  Manager , Tr easur er , and Execut i ve Sec r et ar y , 
i t  wi l l  gr eat l y hel p t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s i n maki ng a f i nal  deci -
s i on. *our  f i ne j udgment  and gener ous cooper at i on i s needed t o 
car r y on t hi s pr ogr am. 

We may say t her e i s a s l i ght  t endency of  an at mospher e of  
"None of  my bus i ness- s i m" can be f ound among us member s. Doesn't  
i t ? ' 

We must  el i mi nat e t o t al l y such unf avor abl e f eel i ng because i t  
mi ght  happen t o be a cause of  unwel cor ned i nc i dent . 

We, es pec i al l y t ake t h i s oppor t uni t y t o appeal  t o you f o r  
your  hear t y ass i s t ance and cooper at i on whi ch i s es s ent i al l y needed 
t o adopt  a success f ul  pl an f o r  mut ual  benef i t  of  al l  pat r ons . 

L et s ' be i n t he f u l l  s p i r i t  of  cooper at i on!! 

PATRONAGE -  REFUNDS ARE I N DI STRI BUTI ON 

I n accor dance wi t h t he dec i s i on r eached at  t he meet i ng of  t he 
f or mer  Boar d of  Di r ec t or s on J une 26t h, 1944, i t  was dec i ded t hat  
t he payment  i n sc r i pt  f or  t he Cer t i f i c at es of  I ndebt edness i s sued 
f or  pat r onage f r om J ul y l , t o Sept ember  30, 1943, wi l l  be made 
somet i me i n t hi s mont h. 

As t he r esul t  of  ask i ng t he member s t o wai t  f or  t he r edempt i on 
of  Cer t i f i c at es of  I ndebt edness up t o t he pr esent , t he Co- op has 
been abl e t o consol i dat e t he f oundat i on of  i t s f i nanc i al  condi t i on 
and wi l l  be abl e t o r edeem t he Cer t i f i c at es of  I ndebt edness ever y ' 
t hr ee mont hs her eaf t er . 

Thi s met hod, as you member s know, has been r egar ded as t he 
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best  way and wi l l  be car r i ed out  f or  t he Co- op bus i ness oper at i on 

i n t he f ut ur e. 

The pr ocedur e f or  t he di s t r i but i on of  sc r i pt s wi l l  be t he 
same as i t  was conduct ed i n l as t  December ; t hat  i s , r espect i ve 
r epr esent at i ves wi l l  be r equest ed t o pass out  sc r i pt s t o t he 
member s i n exchange f or  Cer t i f i c at es of  I ndebt edness . 

EMP L OY ES ARB REQUESTED TO STAY ON THE POSTS 

Due t o t he r ecent  event  of  t he Execut i ve St af f s ' r es i gnat i ons 
i n success i on, many ot her  key empl oyees, who have r es pons i bi l i t i es 
of  managi ng Cant eens , Repai r  Shops, Ser vi ce Shops , e t c . , have al so 
t ender ed t hei r  r es i gnat i ons one af t er  anot her . Consequent l y , t he 
Co- op i s now f ac i ng not  onl y i mmi nent  d i f f i c u l t y i n f i l l i n g such 
vacanc i es but  al so d i f f i c u l t y i n t he management  of  the Co- op 
bus i nes s . However , i n spi t e of  t hese d i f f i c u l t i es t he Co- op has 
been and wi l l  at t empt  t o gi ve bet t er  ser vi ce t o t he r es i dent s , f o r  
t hat  i s t he pr i mar y pr i nc i pl e of  t he Co- op. 

I t  i s obvi ous t hat  i n case t he pr oper  f unc t i on of  our  pr esent  
Co- op bus i ness oper at i on i s di scont i nued and be at  a s t ands t i l l , 
al l  of  i t s member s as wel l  as r es i dent s wi l l  suf f er  ser i ous i ncon-
veni enc es . 

I n or der  t o r un our  bus i ness smoot hl y and t o gi ve t he bet t er  
ser v i ces t o t he co l oni s t s by cont i nui ng t he oper at i on of  i t  cant eens , 
t he Co- op has r equest ed ear nes t l y t o t he execut i ve s t af f s and key 
empl oyees i n t he var i ous cant eens and ser vi ce shop® t o r emai n i n 
t hei r  pos i t i ons , at  l eas t , unt i l  such t i me when successor s ar e 
f ound, even t hough t hei r  r es i gnat i ons have been accept ed by t he 
Boar d. At  t he same t i me newl y el ec t ed Boar d of  Di r ec t or s , who 
wer e i ns t al l ed ver y r ec ent l y , have al so st r ongl y appeal l ed t o t he 
gener os i t i es and s p i r i t s of  cooper at i on of  t he r es i gned s t af f s t o 
r emai n t hei r  pos i t i ons f or  a whi l e. 

Thi s i s t he pr esent  s i t uat i on of  our  Co- op; t her ef or e, t he 
Co- op wi shes al l  member s t o r eal i ze t hese f ac t s and gi ve t hei r  
f u l l  cooper at i ons i n suppor t i ng t hi s mat t er  i n or der  t o meet  t he 
s i t uat i on pr oper l y . 

J ul y 24t h al so mar ked t he depar t ur e of  Mr . Runcor n, who was 

"pr omot ed" out  of  h i s pos i t i on accor di ng t o f a i r l y r el i abl e admi ni s-

t r at i ve r umor . 

Wi t h t he ar r i val  of  Mess r s , Cur r i e, McNei l  and Rossman f r om 

Washi ngt on ear l y i n August , t he compl exi on of  t he s i t uat i on changed 

somewhat . These men qui ck l y t̂ ook i n t he camp s i t uat i on and t he 

pos i t i on of  t he Boar d nfrni aPl Egtoi yweI 'l , and adopt ed a po l i c y of  

champi oni ng/fehei qn r easonabl e r equest s agai ns t  t he s t i l l  hos t i l e 
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admi ni s t r at i on. As has been ment i oned pr ev i ous l y , t hey set t l ed 

t he per pl exi ng domest i c ser vi ce i ssue by obt ai ni ng Washi ngt on's 

per mi ss i on t o t r ans f er  t he management  of  t he domest i c wor ker s 

t o t he WRA pl acement  bur eau. An amusi ng but  none t he l es s 

s i gni f i c ant  account  of  t he f i r s t  i nt er v i ew t hese t hr ee men f r om 

Washi ngt on had wi t h Mr . Best  was gi ven by a r el i abl e i nf or mant  

pr esent . The Co- op men out l i ned t he necess i t y of  cons i der i ng t he 

Boar d's poi nt  of  v i ew, ¿ai d Mr . Bes t ; "Ther e's onl y one bal l  

t eam on t hi s pr o j ec t  and t hat ' s my bal l  t eam. I  hope you men ar e 

goi ng t o pl ay on my bal l  t eam." Mr . Cur r i e r ep l i ed, "Mr . Bes t , 

i f  t her e's onl y one bal l  t eam t her e c an' t  be any game." Mr . Best  

di d not  f i nd t hi s r emar k amusi ng. One of  t he Co- op men desc r i bed 

Mr . Bes t ' s at t i t ude t owar d t he Boar d: 

"T hey ' l l  t ake i t  or  e l s e . " 1 

Enc our  aged by Mr . Cur r i e t he Boar d pr oceeded wi t h i t s po l i cy 

of  consul t i ng t he wi shes of  t he peopl e. The f o l l owi ng publ i cat i ons 

ar e exampl es . The wr i t er  f ound, however , t hat  on t he whol e, t he 

gr eat er  par t  of  t he r es i dent s di d not  t ake t hi s i nf or mat i on ver y 

ser i ous l y . What  i mpr essed t hem, was t he Boar d's changed at t i t ude. 

EXTRA 

FREE OPI NI ONS I NVI TED TO I ECI I E CO- OP'S NEWLY PLANNED UNDERTAKI NGS 

The pl an f or  t hr ee under t ak i ngs ; namel y, t o es t abl i s h Phot o 
St udi o , t o manuf act ur e Age- Tof u ( f r i ed bean c ak e) , and t o oper at e 
Movi ng P i c t ur e Theat er  was cont empl at ed by t he f or mer  Boar d of  
Di r ec t or s but  i t  has f a i l ed t o mat er i al i ze dur i ng i t s t er m of  
o f f i c e . The newl y or gani zed Boar d of  Di r ec t or s has dec i ded at  i t s 
l as t  meet i ng t o l eave t hese mat t er s t o t he di s c r et i on of  t he mem-
ber s . Al l  r epr esent at i ves , t her ef or e, ar e r equest ed t o r ef er  t hese 
mat t er s t o t hei r  r espect i ve bl ocks f or  member s' opi ni on. Fur t her -
mor e, t hey ar e asked t o pr esent  member s' opi ni on at  t hei r  r espect i ve 
War d assembl i es f or  r econs i der at i on. Compl et e dec i s i on of  War d 
assembl i es wi l l  t hen be submi t t ed at  t he r egul ar  Boar d of  Di r ec t or s 

R. i Aankey, Not es , Hug. 7, 1944, p . 1. 
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meet i ng whi ch i s schedul ed t o be hel d i n t he near  f ut ur e. These 
new under t ak i ngs wi l l  be car r i ed i nt o ef f ec t  af t er  Boar d of  

Di r ec t or s ' f i nal  appr oval  i s obt ai ned. 

I . The Mat t er  Regar di ng, Co- op Movi ng P i c t ur e* 

The f or mer  execut i ve o f f i c er s have assembl ed compl et el y t he 
t wo movi e machi nes i n accor dance wi t h t he dec i s i on r eached by t he 
f or mer  Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s . They had al so compl et ed negot i at i on 
wi t h t he WRA whi ch wi l l  bear  al l  t he expenses whi ch ar e necessar y 
i n maki ng t he audi t or i um sound pr oo f . Per mi ss i on was gr ant ed by 
t he Aut hor i t i es f o r  t he Co- op t o use Hi gh School  Audi t or i um as 
t he pl ace of  t heat er  on ever y Sunday and Monday. As yet  f i nal  
ar r angement  has not  been r eached wi t h t he l ocal  Communi t y Ac t i v i t y 
Depar t ment  f o r  t he showi ng of  movi es . Because i t  i s ver y d i f f i c u l t  
t o obt ai n J apanese f i l ms on account  of  var i ous r es t r i c t i ons , movi es 
shown wi l l  be most l y Amer i can f i l ms . 

I I . The Mat t er  Regar di ng Es t abl i shment  of  Co- op Phot o St udi o 

Pr epar at i on f or  t h i s under t ak i ng was pr ogr ess i ng f avor abl y i n 
accor dance wi t h t he dec i s i on of  t he f or mer  Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s . I t  
i s poss i bl e t o bor r ow phot ogr aphi c equi pment s f r om r es i dent  i n t hi s 
cent er  who has such equi pment s now st or ed i n t he Gover nment  War e-
house. Pr i or  appr oval  must  be obt ai ned bef or e t r anspor t i ng such 
equi pment s . The pl an was t o const r uct  Phot o St udi o adj acent  t o 
t he F i s h Mar ket . Of f i c i a l  Per mi ss i on t o const r uct  such a bui l di ng 
has not  yet  been r ec ei ved; but , i t  has been gr ant ed uno f f i c i a l l y . 
On J une 12, 1944 t he Co- op made a pet i t i on t hr ough Mr . Bl ac k , 
Ass i s t ant  Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r , t o t he Commander  of  West er n Def ense 
Command r equest i ng f or  t he per mi ss i on t o es t abl i s h Phot o St udi o . 
Th i s per mi ss i on was necessar y bef or e t ak i ng any st ep on t he wor k . 
However , t he Co- op has not  r ecei ved any r epl y t o t he pet i t i on up 
t o t he pr esent . 

I I I . The Mat t er  Regar di ng Manuf act ur e of  Age- i 'of u ( f r i ed bean cak |̂  

As ment i oned i n t he August  7t h i ssue of  t he "Cooper at or ", 
t he newl y el ec t ed Boar d of  Di r ec t or s at  i t s meet i ng on J ul y 31s t  
dec i ded t o t abl e t hi s mat t er  unt i l  appr oval  i s r ecei ved f r om t he 
Gener al  Assembl y whose meet i ng i s t o be hel d i n t he l at t er  par t  of  
August . J udgi ng f r om t he pr esent  equi pment s whi ch t he f or mer  Boar d 
of  Di r ec t or s has assembl ed, pr oduct i on capac i t y of  Age- Tof u i s now 
est i mat ed at  500 pi eces per  day whi ch can be pr obabl y sol d at  t he 
F i s h Mar ket . However , i t s pr oduct i on capac i t y can be poss i bl y 
i nc r eased t o 1,500 t o 2,000 pi eces per  day when newl y or der ed 
equi pment  (usu) ar r i ve, when t he oven (kama) i s i mpr oved, and 
when 7 t o 8 wor ker s ar e added t o t he wor k i ng f o r c e. I n case al l  
t he pr oduct s can not  be bought  by t he r es i dent s , af t er  negot i at i on 
wi t h t he WRA t he Co- op wi l l  t r y t o di spose t he sur pl us t hr ough 
t he mess h a l l s . 

These i nf or mat i ons ar e now gi ven to t he member s f or  t hei r  
r ef er ence and s t udy. Ther ef or e, t he Co- op wi shes t he member s t o 
r ead t hi s t hor oughl y and gi ve t hei r  i ndi v i dual  dec i s i on. 

m 
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LbCLARATI ON, POLI CY OF THE BOARD OF DI RECTORS 

1. Tul e Lake Cooper at i ve Ent er pr i s es , I nc . shal l  not  be oper at ed 
f or  t he pur pose of  pr o f i t , but  t o pr ovi de necessar y mer chandi se 
and ser vi ces at  t he l owest  poss i bl e cost  t o t he evacuee r es i dent s . 

2. Bei ng t hat  war  i s a t empor ar y t hi ng, we shal l  not  ent er  i nt o 
a pr ogr am of  expansi on wher e vast  amount  of  capi t al  woul d hare 
t o be i nves t ed. 

3. Sal e of  l uxur y i t ems wi l l  be l i mi t ed t o t hose goods and ser vi ces 
� consi der ed necessar y f or  t he r es i dent s . 

4. We shal l  not  per mi t  hi gh pr essur e sal es of  goods, no di scount  
t o anyone and no quant i t y sal e pr i c e. 

5. Cour t esy and Honest y shal l  be t he gui di ng pr i nc i pl es f or  al l  
wor ker s t o f o l l ow. 

6. We shal l  conf i ne our sel ves t o t he conduct  of  bus i ness and 
we shal l  not  ent er  i nt o any af f ai r s havi ng no bear i ng upon 
t he pr oper  di schar ge of  r es pons i bi l i t y .  ̂

The Boar d of  Di r ect or s t ook anot her  i mpor t ant  act i on whi ch 

was not  known ei t her  t o t he r es i dent s or  t o t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

Thi s was t he acqui s i t i on of  a spec i al  account ant , a J apanese of  

r ecogni zed i nt egr i t y and pr es t i ge, who consent ed t o under t ake t he 

per i odi c checki ng of  t he Co- op's books, pr ovi di ng he r ecei ved no 

sal ar y f or  t hi s . The Boar d now f el t  i t s el f  backed by t he cer t ai n 

knowl edge t hat  t hei r  account s wer e under  per i odi c scr ut i ny by a 

man i n whom t hey coul d pl ace compl et e t r us t , and consequent l y, t hey 

coul d di smi ss t he naggi ng f ear  of  gr af t i ng whi ch mi ght  t ake pl ace 

wi t hout  t hei r  knowl edge. 

Changi ng at t i t ude of  t he peopl e t owar d t he Co- op Boar d 

I t  i s di f f i c u l t  t o pi c t ur e t he gr eat  change i n the publ i c 

at t i t ude t owar d t he Co- op Boar d because as t he conf i dence i n t he 

new boar d i nc r eased, t he peopl e t al ked about  i t  l ess and l es s . At  

t he ver y f i r s t , some per sons wer e cyni cal  and expr essed at t i t udes 

l i ke t hose of  Mr . Yamaguchi  when he hear d t hat  a new Boar d had been 

el ec t ed: 

1 i b i d . , Aug. 26, 1944. 



" I  was shocked. I  was compl et el y dumb. They t o l d me t o 
come (t o t he Go- op meet i ng) but  I  d i dn ' t  go. Those peopl e who 
t ook t he j ob bel ong t o t he unwi se gr oup. Maybe t hey do i t  j us t  
t o get  a name, r er haps i t  was somebody who used t o be a f ar mer . 
He has no name and h e ' s goi ng t o do somet hi ng about  i t  ( i . e . , 
get  a name f or  h i ms e l f . ) "1 

The changi ng at t i t ude i s shown i n a st at ement  rrade by t hi s 

same i nf or mant 's wi f e, t hr ee weeks l at er , when asked how peopl e 

wer e f eel i ng t owar d t he New Boar d, she s ai d: 

"Peopl e I  know ar e ver y gl ad about  i t . I t  seems ever yt hi ng 

i s i n o r der  n o w. "2 

That  publ i c sent i ment  was al r eady changi ng as ear l y as 

t hr ee weeks af t er  t he mur der  i s ¿i own by the f o l l owi ng st at emer t  

f r om a n i s ei  gi r l s 

"Wel l , as f ar  as our  bl ock i s concer ned, t hey (t he peopl e) 
wer e ver y s at i s f i ed wi t h t he New Boar d r epr esent at i ves . The 
peopl e expect  some i mpr ovement  now, al t hough some peopl e t hi nk 
maybe i t  wi l l  not  go on as smoot hl y as I  hope i t  wi l l . " 3 

On J ul y 20, K , who had exc el l ent  cont act s on t he New Boar d 

s ai d: 

" I  don' t  t hi nk t he Admi ni s t r at i on can r un t hi s new Co- op 

Boar d so eas i l y . 

On J ul y 31 he agai n i mpr essed t he wr i t er  wi t h t he f ac t  t t̂afe 

t hat  t he ol d "l uxur y i s s ue" must  be s et t l ed. Thi s at t i t ude was 

wi despr ead at  t hi s t i me; 

"The qui ckest  way t o s t r ai ght en out  t he Co- op f r om my poi nt  
of  v i ew i s t hey must  cut  out  l uxur i es . I f  t hey cut  out  al l  t he 
l uxur i es , t hen t hey wi l l  be r espec t ed. 

"Al l  t he J apanese i n t hi s camp ar e not  r i c h . Some ar e ver y 
poor . The s i xt een do l l ar s t hey get  bar el y buys t hei r  t obacco. 
But  i f  my nei ghbor  buys wat er mel on f or  h i s chi l dr en at  20  ̂ a 
pound I  c an' t  af f o r d t o buy i t  f or  my c hi l dr en. As a par ent  I  
wi l l  f eel  hur t . Those t hi ngs hur t , x t hi nk t he maj or i t y of  t he 
peopl e agr ee; t hey don't  want  l uxur i es ."® 

1 R . Hankey, Not es , J ul y 19, 1944, p . 1. 
2l b l d . . Aug. 7, 1944, p . 5. 
S j b l d . , J ul y 18, 1944, p . 2. 
4 l b i d . , J ul y 20, 1944, p . 2. 
5 l b i d . , J ul y 31, 1944, p . 3. 
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On J ul y 24, an el der l y I s sei  sai d of  t he New Boar d: 

"The peopl e f eel  i t 's bet t er  t han i t  used t o be. They wi l l  
have a har d t i me, t hough, t r y i ng t o make t he whol e camp under -
st and. The Co- op i s t he bi ggest  sour ce of  t r oubl e." -̂

On August  8, t he conser vat i ve Mr . Okamot o sai d, 

"The peopl e don't  say anyt hi ng. I t  used t o be t he peopl e 
compl ai ned so much, 

Thi s i mpr oved r appor t  bet ween t he r es i dent s and t he Co- op 

cont i nued f or  t he r emai nder  of  t he camp's exi s t ence ( i f  not hi ng 

happens ). A f ew agi t at or s made uncompl i ment ar y r emar ks on 

occas i on, but  f o r  t he gr eat  maj or i t y of  t he peopl e t he Co- op 

assumed t he st at us of  a decent  and cor r ect l y r un or gani zat i on 

wor ki ng f or  "t he good of  t he peopl e." 

THE J ULY HUNGfcR STRI KE 

News t hat  t he det ai nees r emai ni ng i n t he st ockade had gone 

on a hunger  st r i ke was di scussed by hi gher  member s of  t he per sonnel  

on J ul y 19. The s t r i ke had be gun on t he 18t h. An at t empt  was 

made t o keep t he f ac t  f r om t he per sonnel , but  t hi s was not  poss i bl e. 

Det ai l s of  what  had caused t he st r i ke and what  was t r anspi r i ng 

wer e c l osel y guar ded by Mr . Best  and Mr . Schmi dt . Thi s myst er i ous 

at mospher e ser ved t o ar ouse a t r emendous cur i os i t y among t he st  af f  

member s and t he dr i bl et s of  mi s i nf or mat i on avai l abl e wer e eager l y 

pi cked up and enl ar ged. Thr oughout  t he ent i r e cour se of  the 

st r i ke t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  was f ar  more ner vous, anxi ous 

and t ense t han t hose of  the camp r es i dent s who di d not  have a 

r el at i ve i n the st ockade. A ser i es of  r easons f or  t he st r i ke 

wer e hazar ded by hi gh r ank i ng s t af f  member s. On J ul y 19, Mr . 

i e c k l i t er , t he Pr oj ect  At t or ney, bl amed i t  on Mr . Bes i g. Leck l l t er  

1 i b i d . , J ul y 24, 1944, p. 2. 
P 

i b i d . , Aug. 8, 1944, p . 5. 
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i s r epor t ed t o have sai d, "J us t  as we wer e get t i ng r eady t o l et  

Rever end Kai  see hi s wi f e and chi l d and r euni t e a mar r i ed coupl e, 

t hey have t o do t h a t . "1 

The next  day - Ur. Opl er  asked Mr . Bl ack f or  t he causes but  

s t at ed, "I  di dn' t  get  any r easons t hat  sounded s ens i bl e." 

"Bl ack sai d t hat  t he men i n t he st ockade had begun t o send 
messages out  on psyper . As he £Bl ack) r ambl ed on, he sai d peopl e 
i n t he st ockade wer e begi nni ng t o send memos out  t o t he Admi ni st r a' 
t i ve Per sonnel . Sugi mot o had sent  one t o Haywar d (t he Chi ef  
St ewar d) t el l i ng Haywar d and t he Mess Management  what  t hey wante d 
t o eat , how t hey want ed i t  sent  i n , et c . They wer e t o l d not  t o 
do t hi s and got  sor e and went  on a hunger  s t r i k e. " 

When t he det ai nees t hemsel ves wer e cont act ed much l at er , 

i t  was di f f i c u l t  t o obt ai n a r eal l y c l ear  pi ct ur e of  why t he 

st r i ke was i n i t i at ed. Xoshi yama and Uchi da t ol d t he f o l l owi ng 

s t or y: 

"I n t he f i r s t  pl ace we want ed t o know t he r eason why we wer e 
bei ng hel d. They di dn' t  even gi ve us a hear i ng. The hear i ng 
we had wasn't  connect ed wi t h t he i nc i dent  at  a l l . They asked me 
i f  I  woul d commi t  sabot age? Di d I  bel i eve t he Emper or  of  J apan 
i s a God et c . That  was one of  t he r easons . 

"The ot her  was when Mr . Hi t omi  was k i l l ed or  mur der ed. WRA 
cl ai med we wer e t he ones who t o l d t he col oni st s t o mur der  Hi t omi . 
They sai d t her e i s pr oof  t hat  we made a par t i cul ar  gr oup whom we 
made mur  de r  H i  t  omi . 

"The f ood s i t uat i on was anot her  r eason. . . " 

Her e Mr . Uchi da i nt er r upt ed, "The pl as t er  boar d t o o ." 

Mr . Yoshi yama cont i nued: 

"I  woul dn't  say the f ood was wor se, but  Mr . Haywar d pr omi sed 
Mr . Sugi mot o t hat  t he f ood woul d be sent  f r om the war ehouse t o 
t he gat e of  t he st ockade. Thi s was so t hat  t he eggs woul d not  
c r ack , et c . For  a whi l e t hey di d t hat . 

"Then t hey st ar t ed br i ngi ng t he f ood t o t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y 
Of f i c e. The eggs wer e cr acked and not  f i t  t o eat . Not  onl y 
t hat  -  some of  t he f ood wasn't  t her e. I t  al so meant  we had t o 
wal k t o t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y Of f i c e wi t h an I nt er nal  Secur i t y 
guar d t o get  t he f ood. 

1 i b i d . . J ul y 19, 1944, p . 5. 

i b i d . , J ul y 20, 1944, p . 3. 
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"Al s o , t hey di dn' t  l et  us have t he l et t er s comi ng i n f r om 
t he col ony or  l et  our  l et t er s go t hr ough."1 

Mr . Kur at omi  s t at ed: 

"The mot i ve f or  t he second st r i ke was about  t he same as t he 
f i r s t  one. ê had been pr omi sed f r om way back t hat  we'd be 
r el eased i n t he near  f ut ur e. I  was cal l ed i nt o Mr . Bes t 's o f f i ce 
and f ed t he same t hi ng. At  t he end, t he boys woul d say t o me, 
'What 's t he use t o go t o see hi m? Hi s pr omi ses don't  ho l d wat er , ' 

"By t he t i me t he st r i ke st ar t ed we wer e t o l d pl ai nl y t hat  
by the end of  J une t he st ockade woul d be l i qui dat ed. I  even 
asked Mr . Best  f or  h i s i nt er pr et at i on of  t he wor d ' l i qu i dat e. ' 
I t  wasn't  i mpossi bl e t hat  he mi ght  mean t o l i qui dat e t he exi s t i ng 
st ockade and put  us i n anot her . 

"The pl as t er  boar d was put  up. Thi ngs wer e bad enough wi t h-
out  bei ng accused of  mur der . Mr . Best  i ns i nuat ed t hat , and sai d 
t hat  some peopl e i n camp had t o l d hi m t hat  I  had somet hi ng t o do 
wi t h t he mur der . 

"Of  cour se t he mai l  was st opped. That  was af t er  Hi t omi 's 
deat h. They even r ef used t o bar i ng our  f ood t o t he gat e. I t  m s 
al l  t hese t hi ngs combi ned. Our  mot i ve never  was so much our  
r el ease but  r at her  t o pr ove our  i nnocence. We want ed some st at e-
ment  f r om t he admi ni s t r at i on. I f  accused, we want ed pr oof  of  
our  gui l t . We want ed t o be t r i ed. They accused us of  gi v i ng 
not es t o t he dr i ver  ( f o t he wagon whi ch del i ver ed f ood.) 

"Unt i l  we st ar t ed t he second hunger  st r i ke ar ound J une 23, 
Mr . Schmi dt  came i nt o t he st ockade f or  t he f i r s t  t i me i n h i s 
l i f e and t o l d us how har d he was wor ki ng f or  us . He t o l d us , 
'You mi ght  t hi nk I 'm a son of  a bi t c h, but  some day y o u ' l l  f i nd 
out  how much I  wor k f or  y o u . ' 

(At  t hi s par t  of  t he conver sat i on Mr . Kur at omi  apol ogi zed 

t o t he wr i t er  f or  t hi s l anguage.) 

"He was t r yi ng hi s best  t o show h i s k i ndl y i nt ent i ons t o 
t he st ockade boys . 

(Mr . Kur at omi  i mpl i ed t hat  Mr . Schmi dt 's sudden change i n 

behavi or  di d not  decei ve t he det ai nees .) 

"The 21st  of  August  -  t hat  was t he f i r s t  t i me we wer e al l owed 
t o see our  f ami l i es , except  f or  t he case of  Mr s . Mor i . On August  
21st  Mr . Kobayashi  saw h i s wi f e and chi l dr en. Mr . Bes i g suggest ed 
t o t he admi ni s t r at i on t hat  some v i s i t i ng day shoul d be al l owed 
because even peni t ent i ar y cr i mi nal s wer e al l owed v i s i t s . Mr . Best  
sai d i t  was h i s j ur i s di c t i on and he woul d not  al l ow i t . "2 

i b i d . , Sept . 15, 1944, pp. 8- 9. 

2 i b i d . , Sept . 18, 1944, pp. 10- 11. 
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On i n i t i at i ng t he hunger  s t r i k e, Mr . Yoshi yama pr epar ed a 

st at ement  of  r easons! 

J ul y 18, 1944 

Af t er  a most  ser i ous cons i der at i on we have f i na l l y dec i ded 
t hat  t he onl y weapon and t he onl y sol ut i on t o l et  known our  
s i ncer i t y t o al l  t hat  we ar e not  a t r oubl e maker  such as t he 
WRA has br anded us we pl an t o under go anot her  hunger  st r i de , 
I  shal l  r ef r ai n f r om wr i t i ng mi nor  r easons f or  under t ak i ng such 
s t eps . Some of  t he numer ous gr i evances ar e: 

1 -  I mpr i soned f or  over  ei ght  mont hs wi t hout  t he f i l i n g of  
char ges or  t he gr ant i ng of  a hear i ng or  t r i a l  of  any 
k i nd. 

2 -  No pr oof  or  evi dence subs t ant i at i ng our  gu i l t . 

3 -  L i v i ng i n a wor l d of  i n f i n i t y f o r  no r easons what soever .  ̂

4 -  Dur i ng t he ent i r e t i me we have been i n t he St ockade we 

have been deni ed al l  v i s i t i ng pr i v i l eges f r om our  wi ves , 
c hi l dr en, f i anc ees cr  anyone e l s e . 

5 - 1 was deni ed v i s i t s f r om my f i ancee whom I  was schedul ed 
t o mar r y t he day af t er  my ar r est  on November  13t h. 

6 -  Chi l dr en bor n s i nce our  i nc ar c er at i on, but  t o even see 
t hei r  wi ves wer e deni ed, 

7 -  Thi r d degr ee met hods used on many of  u s . 

8 -  Censor shi p of  mal l s , i nc l udi ng t hat  comi ng f r om outsiofe 
t he Cent er . 

9 -  Si nce J ul y 2, we wer e not  per mi t t ed t o r ecei ve c i gar et t es , 
t o i l et  ar t i c l es and our  dai l y needs . 

19 -  Beaver  boar d er ec t ed f o r  no r easons what  © ever  s i nce 
J ul y 2nd. So l i t ar y conf i nement  cannot  be any wor se. 

11 -  Const ant  abusi ve wor ds f r om t he at t endi ng I nt er nal  
Secur i t y St af f s . 

12 -  No medi cal  or  f i r s t  a i d f a c i l i t i e s . Ser v i ce t o t he 
base hospi t al  deni ed. 

13 -  Deni ed t he cons t i t ut i onal  r i ght  t o c onsel . Deni al  of  
due pr ocess of  l aw t o a l l  of  us . 

14 -  I n connect i on wi t h t he i nt er v i ew whi ch we had wi t h Mr . 
Er nes t  Bes i g of  t he Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on, al l  
r i ght  of  pr i vacy was deni ed t o u s . 

"Mr . Yoshi yama per haps means 'i nf amy 1 her e. 
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To make an anal ys i s of  t hese r easons and deci de whi ch wer e 

act ual l y t he most  per t i nent  woul d he vai n. As wi t h t he t r emendous 

sur ge of  publ i c f ur y of  Oct ober  and November  of  1943, t he mot i ves 

f or  t he st r i ke wer e pr obabl y emot i onal  r at her  t han r at i onal . 

E i ght  mont hs of  i ncar cer at i on woul d not  be l i k el y t o st r engt hen 

emot i onal  s t abi l i t y . The shock of  bei ng accused of  compl i c i t y 

i n t he Hi t omi  mur der , t he unsat i s f ac t or y i nt er v i ews wi t h Mr . Bes i g, 

and t he over whel mi ng desi r e t o t r i umph over  Mr . Best  and t he 

admi ni s t r at i on wer e pr obabl y more I mpor t ant  t han any of  t he more 

mat er i al i s t i c r easons gi ven. ver y pr obabl y some of  t he det ai nees 

had convi nced t hemsel ves t hat  t hey woul d di e bef or e gi v i ng i n . 

The hope t hat  t he cent er  r es i dent s woul d r i se t o t hei r  ass i st ance 

and cr eat e such a f ur or  t hat  t he WRA woul d be f or ced t o gi ve i n 

was pr obabl y cher i shed by some of  t he s t r i ker s . How vai n h i s 

hope was wi l l  shown l at er . 

J f'our  days af t er  t he I n i t i at i o n of  t he st r i ke t her e wer e 

admi ni st r at i ve r umor s t hat  Mr . Best  was cons i der i ng t he r el ease 

of  t he s t r i k i ng det ai nees . Rober t son st at ed t hat  i n a conver sat i on 

wi t h Schmi dt  and Best , Schmi dt  asked Mr . Bes t , "Have you t o l d 

Rober t son how you f eel  about  t he s t r i ke?" "No, I  hav en ' t , " sai d 

Bes t . Schmi dt  t hen s ai d: "I  f eel  t hose f el l ows ought  t o be 

down i n t he col ony. They ar e doi ng more har m i n t her e ( i n t he 

s t oc k ade) ." Best  i s r epor t ed t o have s t at ed, " I ' m j ust  about  

convi nced t hat  I ' l l  l et  t hem go back."- '-  Whet her  t hi s was a t r ue 

i ndi cat i on of  Mr . Bes t 's at t i t ude at  t hi s t i me or  not , t he f ac t  

r emai ns t hat  as t he s t r i ke cont i nued Mr . Best  det er mi ned not  t o 

r el ease t he men* 

1 i b i d . , J ul y 22, 1 4̂4, p . 1. 



On J ul y 25, af t er  a week of  f as t i ng, Toki o Yamane, one of  

younger  det ai nees , f ai nt ed and was t aken t o t he no s p i t al . On t he 

same eveni ng Hever end Kai  s wi f e was br ought  up t o see hi m wi t h 

t he hope t hat  she coul d convi nce hi m t o abandon t he s t r i k e. She 

was not  s uc c es s f ul . Some i ndi c at i on of  t he at t i t ude of  at  l eas t  

one of  t he det ai nees may be obt ai ned f r om t he f o l l owi ng exer pt s 

f r om t he ¿ i ar y whi ch Mr . Yoshi yama kept : 

" I  f eel  ver y l ousy . My head f eel s heavy dur i ng t he hot  dsgr  
but  shomehow r el i eves dur i ng t he eveni ng. . , Packed al l  our  
bel ongi ngs dur i ng t he mor ni ng f or  most  of  us ar e r eal l y get t i ng 
weak. I  am now r eady t o be c ar r i ed back t o t he Cent er  or  to 
t he Base Hos pi t al . Cl eaned our  Bar r acks and bur ned al l  unneces-
sar y t hi ngs f or  t oo messy r ooms get s i n our  ner ves . I  do not  
f eel  l i ke t al k i ng t oo l ong. Mr . F r ed Hamamot o i s qui t e s i ck and 
he needs t o be c ar r i ed by someone t o t he r es t  r oom. . . M r . Schmi dt  
came t o see al l  of  us and br ought  us some chocol at e candi es but  
r ef used t o t ouch i t . " 

On t he eveni ng of  J ul y 25, Mr . Bl ack addr essed t he meet i ng 

of  t he Communi t y Management  Di v i s i on and r el eased some i nf or mat i on 

on t he s t r i k e. He st at ed t hat  t he 13 men r emai ni ng i n t he st ockade 

wer e s t r i k i ng t o t he deat h and t hat  t hey had swor n t hey woul d not  

st op unl ess t hey wer e r el eas ed. Mr . Best  was ext r emel y c oncer  re d 

and had t el ephoned Mr . Myer , but  had been unabl e t o r each hi m 

si nce Myer  was on vacat i on. Mr . Bl ack al so s t at ed t hat  t he admi ni s-

t r at i on had been cons i der i ng ever y poss i bl e pl an of  ac t i on, even 

t hat  of  br i ngi ng up t he men's wi ves . The admi ni s t r at i on, he 

s ai d, was ext r emel y anxi ous t o r el ease t he men under  f avor abl e 

condi t i ons when t hey coul d make a f avor abl e cont r i but i on t o t he 

popul at i on. Such a t i me has never  come f or  a moment  s i nce t hei r  

i nt er nment . I t  woul d be I mpossi bl e t o r el ease t hem whi l e t hey 

wer e on s t r i ke f or  t hat  woul d be gi v i ng way t o t hei r  demands whi ch 

woul d appear  t o be a gr eat  v i ct or y f or  t hem.1 

i b i d . , J ul y 25, 1944, p . 2. 
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On J ul y 26t h Mr . Rober t son I nf or med t he wr i t er  t hat  t hr ee 

more men had asked t o be t aken t o t he hospi t al  but  had been 

r et ur ned to t he st ockade af t er  t r eat ment . Rober t son al so i nt i -

mat ed t hat  Washi ngt on had gi ven Mr . Best  car t e bl anche i n handl i ng 

t he s t r i k e.  ̂

On J ul y 28t h some of  the r el at i ves of  t he det ai nees , who 

af t er  t en days of  ner vous s t r ai n wer e qui t e f r ant i c , came t o 

Mr . L ec k l i t er s o f f i ce and demanded t o see Mr . Best , s t at i ng t hat  

t hey woul d st age a s i t  down st r i ke unl ess t hey wer e al l owed t o 

see Mr . Bes t . Mr . Best , however , was out  of  t own and Mr . Bl ack 

r ef used to. see t hem. They r et ur ned home.  ̂

On J ul y 29t h al l  of  t he f as t er s went  t o t he hospi t al  and 

t he news t hat  t he hunger  st r i ke had been br oken spr ead r api dl y 

t hr ough t he Admi ni st r at i ve ar ea. Why t he men br oke t hei r  f as t  

was never  adequat el y expl ai ned ei t her  by t he admi ni s t r at i on or  

t he det ai nees t hemsel ves. The wr i t er  was al so i nf or med t hat  t he 

J apanese doct or s had met  ever yday whi l e t he st r i ke was i n sess i on 

t r y i ng t o come t o some dec i s i on as t o whet her  t hey shoul d t r eat  

t he men or  no t . By t r eat i ng t hem, t hey f el t  t hey woul d be 

accused of  ass i s t i ng i n br eaki ng t he st r i ke and t her eby ai di ng 

t he admi ni s t r at i on, an act i on whi ch woul d br i ng t hem much unpopu-

l ar i t y . 

I t  shoul d al so be ment i oned t hat  dur i ng t he st r i ke t he 

member s of  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y cont i nued t o spr ead t he comf or t i ng 

news t o t he Caucasi an per sonnel  t hat  t he st ockade was f u l l  of  f ood 

on whi ch t he s t r i ker s wer e sur r ept i ous l y gor gi ng t hemsel ves. Why 

t hey di d not  r emove t hi s f ood, t hey never  expl ai ned. When t he 

1 i b i d . , J ul y 26, 1944, p . 2. 
2 i b i d . , J ul y 31, 1944, p . 4. 
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det ai nees wer e exami ned, however , Dr . Sl eat h st at ed t hat  t hey 

showed symptoms of  s t ar vat i on.  ̂

At t l t ude of  t he Camp Resi dent s 

The hunger  st r i ke caused no f ur or  at  al l  i n t he cent er  pr oper . 

On the whol e, t he peopl e di sappr oved of  i t  as a f oo l i s h end use-

l ess gest ur e. The wr i t er , who i s al ways qui zzed on mat t er s of  

i nt er est  on t he "ot her  si de of  t he f ence" was sel dom asked about  

t he s t r i k e. On t he ot her  hand, sympat hy wi t h t he men because 

t hey had been i nt er ned so l ong was ver y st r ong. On J ul y 30, K . 

sai d: 

"I  t hi nk i t  (t he hunger  s t r i ke) has made a ver y st r ong 
i mpr ess i on on t he peopl e. Those boys have been kept  i n t her e 
unj us t l y when t hey shoul d have been r el eased. The onl y sol ut i on 
whi ch woul d br i ng back t he camp t o nor mal  i s t he r el ease f r om 
t he s t oc k ade."2 

The at t i t ude of  t he pr essur e gr oup whi ch had been agi t at i ng 

f or  r el ease was wel l  descr i bed by Mr . Rober t son, who was i n cl ose 

cont act  wi t h t hi s gr oup: 

"I ' m t ol d (by member s of  pr essur e gr oup) t hat  t hese f el l ows 
have f i nal l y made up t hei r  mi nds t hat  t hey ar e goi ng t o l ock 
hor ns wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on and t hat  t hey 'r e not  goi ng t o eat  
unt i l  t hey 'r e r el eased, And i f  t hey di e, somebody's goi ng t o pay 
f or  t hei r  deat h. I  sai d t hen, *tt/hat  about  Toki o (Yamane)? He ' s 
r ecei v i ng f o o d. ' They answer ed, 'No , he ' s jus t  r ecei v i ng medi cal  
t r eat ment . I nj ec t i ons ar e not  f o o d . ' "  ̂

On J ul y 29t h and 30t h t he member s of  t hi s pr essur e gr oup 

began to c i r cul at e a pet i t i on t hr ough!t he cent er  aski ng f or  t he 

r el ease of  t he det ai nees . 

I  have a di m memory t hat  "U" t r ans l at ed t hi s pet i t i on f or  me much 

l at er . I f  I  can f i nd i t  i n my not es i t  wi l l  be i nser t ed her e. 

i b i d . , J ul y 25, 1944, p . 5. 
2 i b i d . t  J ul y 30, 1944, p . 7. 
5 l b i d . , J ul y 26, 1944, p . 2. 
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The agi t at i on wi t h whi ch t he c i r cul at i on of  t hi s pet i t i on 

was accompani ed ar oused t he i r e o f  "K ", a ver y i nf l uent i al  J apa-

nese, who became so concer ned t hat  he v i s i t ed Mr . Best  and obt ai ned 

Mr . Bes t 's pr omi se t hat  t he I nt er nees woul d be r el eased wi t hi n 

a mont h, MKM t hen r et ur ned t o t he cent er  and put  al l  of  h i s 

i nf l uence i nt o st oppi ng t he pet i t i on. The pet i t i on was pr ompt l y 

wi t hdr awn f r om c i r cul at i on and accor di ng t o r umor , was dest r oyed. 

Whet her  K ' s ef f o r t s wer e t he det er mi ni ng f act or  or  whet her  some 

ot her  r eason caused t he i ns t i gat or s of  t he pet i t i on t o change 

t hei r  mi nds, t he wr i t er  does not  know. 

K . expl ai ned h i s mot i ves as f o l l ows : 

"Ther e's a cer t ai n amount  of  agi t at i on goi ng on. The peopl e 
ar e t aki ng an i nt er es t . They have c i r cul at ed a pet i t i on. I t  
seems t hey 'r e wi l l i ng t o s i gn. But  I 'm t r y i ng t o k i l l  i t . Because 
Mr . Best  t ol d me t hat  t he boys wi l l  be r el eased wi t hi n a mont h. 
That 's why I  want ed t o k i l l  t he agi t at i on whi ch may cause t r oubl e 
and har shi p t o t he J apanese as wel l  as t o t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

"Mr . Best  t ol d me t hey wi l l  be r el eased wi t hi n a"mont h. I  
t ol d peopl e i f  he doesn't  r el ease t he boys wi t hi n a mont h t hey 
can have t he pet i t i on al r eady s i gned f or  pr esent at i on. I n t he 
meant i me, i f  th<y pr esent  t he pet i t i on t o Mr . Best  he wi l l  f eel  
he ' s bei ng f or ced. 

" I f  Mr . Best  wi l l  onl y l i ve up t o h i s wor d and r el ease t he 
boys wi t hi n a mont h, we' l l  have a di f f er ent  at mospher e. 

"The pet i t i on was expl ai ned t o us I n t he messhal l . I n gener al  
i t  was i n J apanese, and i s ver y d i f f i c u l t  t o t r ans l at e pr oper l y -
i t  st at es t hat  t he poor  boys have been kept  i n the st ockade a 
l ong t i me and we woul d l i ke them r el eased. I f  t hey shoul d di e 
i t  wi l l  be on our  consc i ence. I f  t he col ony woul d get  t oget her  
and pet i t i on Mr . Best  t o have t hem r el eased, peopl e woul d be 
gr at ef ul . 

WI  coul dn't  f i nd out  who wr ot e i t . So when I  got  t hi s st at e-
ment  f r om Mr . Bes t , I  asked a mai  t o del i ver  t hi s message t o t he 
wr i t er . They may st op i t  or  t hey may car r y i t  t hr ough. 

"Some peopl e have t o l d me t hat  Mr . Best  cannot  be r el i ed 
upon. But  I  t o l d t hem i t  al l  depends on how we l ook at  t hat  per  son. 
I  don't  bel i eve i n hi gh pr essur i ng a man i f  you can avoi d i t . w l  

i b i d . , J ul y .31, 1944, p . 2. 
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PET I T TON 

BY THE RESI DENTS OF THE TUI E LAKE CENTER 

TO THE PROJ ECT DI RECT OR, R . BEST , REGARDI NG 

THE RE TEASE OF THE FOURTEEN RESI DENTS 

CONF I NED I N THE STOCKADE .'/HO ARE ON A 

HUNGER STRI KE FOR THEI R RE TEASE 

We wer e shocked t o l ear n t hat  f o u r t een r es i den t s c o nf i ned i n t he 

st ocko.de ar e on a Hunger  St r i k e f o r  t hei r  r el eas e and r et ur ned t o t h i s 

c e n t e r . The Hunger  St r i k e i s on t he 10t h day on F r i d a y , J u l y 23 , 1944, 

Nat u r a l l y we, as member s of  t he J apanes e r a c e , ar e v er y wo r r i ed and 

a r wi nus about  t he l i v es of  our  r a o i a l  b r o t h e r s . A l r eady s ev er a l  per s o ns 

have c o l l aps ed f r om hunger  � I f  any or  s ev er a l  of  our  r ĉ i a 1 br o t her s s houl d 

d i e on aoc ount  of  t he Hunger  S t r i k e , we o i l  woul d f e e l  deepl y g r i e v e d . 

Rev er s e t he o a s e ; suppose Amer i c ans i n an i nt er nment  c "mp i n J oor *n shoul d d i e 

on a Hunger  S t r i k e , how w ou I d you f e e l ? Wo ul d not  t he Amer i c an peopl e be 

deep l y gr i ev ed? So w i l l  we i f  our  r a o i a l  b r o t h er s di e of  a Hunger  S t r i k e . 

T h e r e f o r e , we, t he r es i den t s of  t he Tu l e t ake C e n t e r , r eques t  y o u , 

Mr . Raymond B e s t , t o be mer c i f u l  t o our  r a c i a l  b r o t her s and r el eas e t he 

f o u r t e e n per s ons on a Hunger  St r i k e f r om t he s t o c k ade. Your  mer cy w i l l  

never  be f o r g o t t e n . 
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About  a week l at er , K , gave h i s f r ank opi ni on of  t hi s pr essur e 

gr oup. I nc i dent al l y , t hi s was t he f i r s t  sever e c r i t i c i s m of  t he 

under - cover  pr essur e gr oup whi ch,t he wr i t er  hear d. L at er , as 

C* 

t he gr oup gai ned mor e power , t he gr oup became i nc r eas i ngl y hat ed; 

however , I t  was so f ear ed t hat  f ew per sons dar ed t o c r i t i c i s e i t  . 

had K . not  been a man of  ext r aor di nar y f r ank nes s , and mor eover , 

had he not  t r us t ed t he wr i t er  gr eat l y , a l ar ge par t  of  t he 

machi nat i ons of  t hi s gr oup woul d never  have been known f or  t he 

pur poses of  t hi s s t udy. 

"One mot i ve of  t hese gr oups (wor k i ng f or  t he r el ease of  t he 
men i n t he st ockade i s t hat  t hey ar e wor ki ng f or  publ i c i t y . At  
t he pr esent  t i me t he peopl e ar e f i ndi ng out  what  mot i ve he ( W. , t he 
man at  t he head of  t he gr oup; has i n wor ki ng f o r  t hese t hi ngs . 
I ' m af r ai d a gr eat  deal  of  the conf i dence of  t he peopl e has been 
l o s t . 

" I n sal esmanshi p you say you can t al k your sel f  out  of  i t . 
I n publ i c i t y you can t al k your sel f  out  of  i t  t oo. T hat ' s what  
happened i n t h i s c as e. 

"The gr eat es t  mi st ake t hi s gr oup made) was r egar di ng t he 
ver di c t  gi ven by t he Cour t  Mar t i a l . Bef or e t hat  ver di c t  was gi ven 
out , a t hr eat  of  a ver y ser i ous nat ur e was made. But  t hat  t hr eat  
l eaked out  and t hat  t hr eat  was n't  kept . Somehow, I  t hi nk t hat  
per son (W) must  have l os t  t he conf i dence of  t he peopl e on account  
of  i t . " l  

The gr eat  bul k of  t he camp popul at i on r eac t ed t o t he pet i t i on 

ver y di f f er ent l y t han K . L ver y i nf or mant  cont act ed gave evi dence 

of  sympat hy wi t h t he s t r i k er s (t hough t hey di d not  appr ove t he 

f r ôCbwi  'UhXLyJ L % 000 fuL l̂ J U l Ut S+J L  ̂ {J * 

s t r i k e) and al l  admi t t ed s i gni ng t he pet i t i o n .M I n spi t e of  t he 

f ac t  t hat  i n a s i t uat i on l i k e t h i s , no one coul d r ef use t o s i gn 

wi t hout  appear i ng ext r emel y hear t l es s , t he wr i t er  bel i eves t hat  

t hi s sympat hy was s i nc er e. 

Mr s . âmaguchi  s ai d: 

"They al l  s i gned t he pet i t i o n i n t h i s bl oc k . I t  came back 
t hough,n2 

1 i b i d . . Aug, 7, 1944, p . 3. 
2 i b i d . . Aug. 7, 1944, p . 4; J ul y 31, 1944, p . 1. 
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Mr . Abe sai d: 

"J us t  about  ever ybody s i gned i n t hi s bl oc k . The f ami l i es 
of  t he i nt er nees asked f or  t he pet i t i on. I  s i gned i t  mysel f . I  
t hi nk most  of  t he peopl e s i gned t he pet i t i on. &at  t he member s 
of  t he f ami l i es r econs i der ed and deci ded not  t o pr esent  i t . I  
t hi nk Mr . Besi g had somet hi ng t o do wi t h i t . The f ami l y t hi nk 
t hat  i f  t hey pr esent  t he pet i t i on, t hey t hi nk t hat  i ndi r ec t l y 
t hey ar e admi t t i ng t hat  t hey (t he det ai nees) ar e gui l t y . That 's 
why t hey wi t hdr ew t he pet i t i on, i n t he meant i me, t hey ar e seei ng. 

I t  i s ver y doubt f ul  t hat  Mr . Bes i g had anyt hi ng t o do wi t h 

t he wi t hdr awal  of  t he pet i t i on. 

Mr . Okamot o sai d: 

"About  one week ago we s i gned t he pet i t i on. But  we hear  i t  
was bur nt . They say 8,200 peopl e s i gned i t . I  t hi nk t hat  i s t r ue 
Al most  ever ybody i n t hi s bl ock s i gned l t . 

" I  hear d a rumor  about  Best  l et t i ng t he men out  i n t wo weeks. 
I  al so hear d t hat  t he st r i ke was connect ed wi t h t he HI t omi  c as e. "2 

Bet ween August  4t h and August  7t h al l  of  t he det ai nees wer e 

di smi ssed f r om t he hospi t al  and r et ur ned t o t he s t ockade. Evi -

dent l y t hey bel i eved t hat  t hey wer e about  t o be r el eased and WIB n 

t hey f ound t hemsel ves back i n t he st ockade, t hey i mmedi at el y 

r esumed t he s t r i ke. Mr . Yoshi yama's di ar y s t at es : 

"Recei ved wor ds t hat  I  woul d be l eav i ng t he hospi t al  and t e 
under  t he cust ody of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y . . We t hought  we wer e t o 
be r el eased, but  at  1:30 P .M. we wer e sent  back to t he St ockade 
agai n. A f ew mi nut es l at er  Mr . Schmi dt  came t o see us but  hi s 
r eac t i on unf avor abl e so we dec i ded t o cont i nue wi t h our  hunger  
st r i ke agai n . " 

The s t r i ker s r at her  dr amat i cal l y hai l ed two r ed handker chi ef s 

t o t he s i des of  t hei r  bar r ack . The wr i t er  was t o l d l at er  t hat  

t hese handker chi ef s wer e s i gnal s t o t he r el at i ves t hat  t he st r i ke 

was s t i l l  on. 

The Admi ni s t r at i on t ook gr eat  pai ns t o keep t he r esumpt i on 

of  t hi s st r i ke a sec r et . I t  was, so f ar  as t he wr i t er  knows, 

never  r el eased t o t he newspaper s, s i nce t he st oppi ng of  t he st r i ke 

1 i b i d . , Aug. 8, 1944, p . 1. 
2 i b i d . . p . 3. 
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had al r eady been publ i c i zed. On August  8t h t he f o l l owi ng conver  sa-

t i on t ook pl ace bet ween Mr . Rober t son and Dr . Opl er : 

Opl er : The Admi ni s t r at i ve at t i t ude i s , "Don't  t el l  t he col ony 
t hat  t he men have gone back on a hunger  s t r i k e. " Best  
s ai d, "Thi s t i me t hey 'r e not  t o go b ack t o t he hospi t al  
unl ess t hey go t o war d "X" (t he mor gue) ." 

Best  al so c l ai ms t hat  Myer  adv i sed hi m dur i ng t he f i r s t  
s t r i ke not  t o put  t he men i n t he hos p i t al . (Opl er  har dl y 
c r edi t ed t h i s . ) 

Rober t son: The r esumpt i on of  t he hunger  s t r i ke was a s l ap at  t he 
Admi ni s t r at i on f or  t he sol e pur pose of  embar r ass i ng t hem. 
As f ar  as I  can see, t her e i s no des i r e on the par t  of  
t he s t r i ker s t o get  out  now. They have s ai d, "One man i s 
goi ng t o d i e. Then Best  i s goi ng t o d i e . " 

Best  made t he st at ement : "I ' m not  goi ng t o l et  14 f el l ows 
bl uf f  me because i f  I  gi ve i n I ' l l  have no cont r ol  over  
t he col ony. 

Al so he saw Kur at omi  bef or e the r ei ns t i t ut i on of  t he s t r i k e. 
Kur at omi  asked Best  f or  a dat e of  r el eas e. Best  woul dn't  
g i v e. i t  t o hi m. The under s t andi ng was t hat  Best  woul d 
gi ve a dat e i f  t hey st opped t he hunger  s t r i ke f i r s t . Best  
s ai d, " I ' v e got  j ust  as much r i ght  t o demand t hat  you qui t  
t he hunger  s t r i ke f i r s t . " 

Opl er j  I  t hi nk i t ' s s t i l l  ver y much a mat t er  of  a per sonal  f eud 
bet ween Best  and Kur at omi . That  was i mpor t ant  i n t he 
November  i nc i dent  t oo. 

Rober t son: Best  has made h i s dec i s i o n. They ar e goi ng t o st ay 
i n t her e and st ar ve t o deat h. Now he does n't  even say , 
" I f  you st op t he hunger  s t r i ke I ' l l  l et  you o u t , " but , 
" I f  you st op t he hunger  s t r i ke and qui et  down, I ' l l  see 
about  i t . " 

Opl er : Ther e ar e a gr eat  amount  of  r umor s about  Best  and t hat  
h e ' l l  be next  i f  one of  t he boys di es . 

Rober t son: I  hear d he was bei ng wat ched ver y c l osel y i n t he 
col ony. He never  goes i n wi t hout  anot her  Caucas i an wi t h 
hi m, usual l y a member  of  I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y .1 

The t ens i on among t hose member s of  t he per sonnel  who knew 

what  was goi ng on was al most  unbear abl e. A heavy pal l  of  despai r  

sank upon t hose who bel i eved t hat  Mr . Best  was doi ng wr ong. Had 

Mr . Best  been mur der ed, t her e wer e a f ew who woul d have t hought  

1. , . � 
i b i d . , Aug. 8, 1944, pp. 6- 7. 
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t hat  he had r ecei ved h i s j ust  deser t s . However , Mr . Best  hi msel f  

was f ar  more wor r i ed t han he woul d admi t . The wr i t er  was t ol d 

l at er , f r om a ver y r el i abl e sour ce, t hat  he f ear ed f or  h i s l i f e 

and was so cl ose t o a ner vous br eakdown t hat  he al most  r es i gned. 

Ther e i s no doubt  t hat  at  t hi s per i od t ens i on was f ar  gr eat er  

among the member s of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  t han i n the cent er . 

By t he eveni ng of  August  11, t he anxi et y of  t he r el at i ves 

of  t he f as t i ng men r eached a st at e bor der i ng on hys t er i a. A 

gr oup came t o t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y o f f i ce and when t hey wer e 

gi ven no hope some st at ed, " I f  t hey ar en't  out  by t omor r ow noon, 

somet hi ng i s goi ng t o happen." They wer e t aken back t o t he col ony 

but  r ef used t o l eave t he gat es , s t andi ng t her e unt i l  el even o 'c l ock 

at  ni ght  and shout i ng i mpr ecat i ons at  t he member s of  t he I nt er r al  

Secur i t y : "I f  you wer e i n her e, we'd k i l l  you r i ght  now." I t  i  s 

r epor t ed t hat  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y t hr ew wat er  on t hem. Two 

r at her  unsent i ment al  Caucasi ans r epor t ed t he f o l l owi ng occur r ence. 

They wer e pr esent  when t he wi f e of  Mr . Kobayashi  t el ephoned I nt er nal  

Secur i t y t o I nqui r e about  h i s condi t i on. *H©'s f i ne, he ' s f i n e , " 

sai d t he pol i ceman. Then hangi ng up t he r ecei ver  he t ur ned t o 

t he Caucasi ans pr esent  and r emar ked, "Huh, h e ' s j ust  about  r eady 

t o be s t u f f ed . "! So gr eat  was t he anxi et y of  t he Admi ni st r at i on 

t hat  the Army was put  on t he al er t  on t hi s eveni ng, al t hough t her e 

was not  t he r emot est  pos s i bi l i t y of  any upr ai s i ng i n the col ony 

i n behal f  of  t he s t r i ker s . 

On t he ni ght  of  August  12, t he hunger  st r i ke br oke. None 

of  t he s t r i ker s was wi l l i ng t o speak t o t he wr i t er  on t he r easons . 

The onl y account s avai l abl e ar e f r om two Caucas i ans; Mr . Rober t son 

i b i d . , Aug. 12, 1944, p. 1; Aug. 13, 1944, p . 2. 
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t o l d t he f o l l owi ng st or y whi ch he had had f r om one of  t he I nt er nal  

Secur i t y men on dut y i n t he st ockade: 

"At  about  1J 00 A.M. t he I nt er nees cal l ed t o t he pol i ce t hat  
one of  t he men was ver y s i ck and shoul d be hos pi t al i zed. Schmi dt  
sai d, 'You'r e not  goi ng t o be hos pi t al i zed. However , a doct or  
was br ought  (t o t he s t ockade). The doct or  sai d t hat  t he el der l y 
man's hear t  was i n poor  condi t i on and was sk i ppi ng. (Thi s was 
Mr . I s h i gami . ) He al so st at ed t hat  some of  t he ot her  boys woul d 
be i n poor  shape i n anot her  day or  so. The doct or  t hen l ef t . 

"Schmi dt  sai d, !You'r e t he guys who ar e keepi ng t hat  ol d man 
f r om eat i ng. Hi s bl ood wi l l  be on your  hands . ' 

"I n about  t en mi nut es t he i nt er nee who had cal l ed t he pol i ce 
(pr obabl y Kev. Kai ) came back and sai d, ' l ou wi n. Take hi m t o 
t he ho s p i t a l . ' Al l  of  t he men t hen t ook f o o d . "1 

Mr . Gunder son, t he Hi gh School  Pr i nc i pal  gave t he f o l l owi ng 

account , supposed t o come f r om Mr . Best  and Mr . Schmi dt : 

"At  mi dni ght  t he men i n t he st ockade saw t hat  one of  t hei r  
number  was on t he ver ge of  deat h. Thr ee ot her s wer e ver y i l l « 
They cal l ed Schmi dt  and asked t hat  t he dyi ng man be t aken t o t he 
hos p i t al . Schmi dt  sai d, 'Not hi ng doi ng. I t ' s your  f aul t  t hey 'r e 
dy i ng. I t ' s your  r es po ns i bi l i t y . ' K a i  and Kur at omi  t r i ed t o 
bar gai n wi t h Schmi dt , but  he was adamant . 'Go o f f  t he s t r i ke' 
sai d he. Rev. Kai  asked f or  a hal f  an hour  t o t al k t o t he ot her  
men. I n t en mi nut es he came back and sai d t hat  t hey had al l  
agr eed t o qui t . Dr . Sl eat h came over  and f ed t hem pabl um and mi l k 
whi ch t hey al l  pr ompt l y t hr ew up. The danger ousl y i l l  man was 
t aken t o t he hos pi t al . Sunday mor ni ng (Aug. 13) t hr ee more wer e 
t aken t o t he ho s p i t a l . "2 

One of  t he s t r i ker s t o l d t he wr i t er  l at er  t hat  i t  was Rev. 

Kai  and Mr . Sugi mot o who negot i at ed wi t h Schmi dt . Less t han a 

week af t er  t he br eaki ng of  t he s t r i ke, Rev. K a i  and Mr . KuratomL 

wer e r el eased. At  i nt er val s of  a day or  two t her eaf t er  al l  of  

t he ot her  men wer e r el eased. 

At t i t udes of  the Resi dent s 

Even at  t he most  ser i ous per i od i n t he st r i ke when I t  appear ed 

t hat  one of  t he weaker  men mi ght  di e, t her e was never  any i ndi cat i on 

t hat  a s i gni f i c ant  number  of  t he col oni s t s had t he s l i ght est  

i b i d . , Aug. 13, 1944, p . 2» . 
2 i b i d . , Aug. 12, 1944, j p 2- »3 
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i nt ent i on of  t ak i ng v i ol ent  act i on i n t hei r  behal f . Some J apanese 

bel i eved t her e mi ght  be t r oubl e i f  one of  t he men d i ed , 1 but  

t her e i s no i ndi cat i on t hat  anyone wi t h t he except i on of  t he 

pr essur e gr oups made pl ans as t o what  t o do i n t hi s event ual i t y . 

Unani mousl y, however , ever yone i n t he col ony want ed t he men 

r el eased. The f ear  t hat  t hey mi ght  cuase t r oubl e, whi ch had been 

expr essed by some i ndi v i dual s mont hs bef or e, was ent i r el y f or got t en. 

On August  14, an ext r emel y conser vat i ve ol d Tul ean i s s ei  sai d cn 

t he subj ec t ; 

"I  t hi nk t hat  Mr . Best  and t he peopl e I n t he cent er  don f t  
see eye t o eye on al most  ever yt hi ng. . . .As you know, t her e ar e 
14 peopl e i n t he st ockade at  pr esent . Ther e has been no def i ni t e 
ver di c t  gi ven. Ther e has been no hear i ng . "2 

Af t er  t he st r i ke bad st opped, an i nt el l i gent  ni sei  gi r l  

s t at ed t hat  nobody had been much concer ned over  t he hunger  s t r i k e. 

I f  a man had di ed, t he f eel i ng mi ght  have been d i f f e r en t . "3 

K, denounced t he st r i ke as f oo l i s h: 

"I f  Kai  and Kur at omi  r eal l y engi neer ed t he hunger  s t r i k e, I  
have l i t t l e r espect  f or  t hem. Ther e must  be somet hi ng f i s hy . I  
t hought  Mr . Kai  and t he r est  of  t he l eader s wer e supposed t o be 
l eadi ng t he boys on t he r i ght  r oad i ns t ead of  goi ng on a hunger  
st r i ke whi ch i s not  an honor abl e t hi ng t o do. . , 

"I  don't  t hi nk i f  a man had di ed t he peopl e coul d have been 
s t i r r ed enough t o demonst r at e, xher e was gr eat  sympat hy i n camp 
and agi t at i on -  but  t her e woul dn't  have been a demonst r at i on." 

On t he t hr eat s of  t he r el at i ves , K, s ai d: 

"They wer e j ust  maki ng t hr eat s t o sat i s f y t hei r  gr ouch. Peopl e 
who t hr eat en out  l oud, sel dom ac t . They (t he det ai nees) shoul d 
have been t r i ed l ong ago. many peopl e i n t hi s cent er  have been 
convi ct ed of  bat t er y and sent enced. We ask f or  j us t i ce and i f  
j us t i ce I s gi ven we won't  compl ai n agai nst  t he Admi ni s t r at i on."4 

Mr s. Fuj i mot o, a gent l e conser vat i ve woman, s ai d: 

î b i d . , Aug. 11, 1944, P . 1. 
2 i b i d . , Aug. 14, 1944, P . 2. 
3 i b i d . . Aug. 16, 1944, P- 2. 
4 i b i d . , Aug. 14, l y 44, P . 4. 
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" I  don't  see why t hey went  on a hunger  s t r i ke. They wer en't  
doi ng t he WRA any har m. They wer e j ust  har mi ng t hemsel ves. I t  
made us sad t hough. I  k i nd of  pi t y t hem."l  

Her  husband expr essed hi msel f  much more bl unt l y : 

"The peopl e di dn' t  pay any at t ent i on t o t he hunger  s t r i k e. 
Except  f or  t hei r  r el at i ves , t he r es t  of  t he camp t hought  t hey 
wer e pl ai n damn f oo l s . 

A ni sei  gi r l  who had pr evi ous l y denounced t he det ai nees as 

r adi cal  agi t at or s , s ai d: 

"I  t hi nk t hey shoul d be l ef t  out  or  t hey shoul d be gi ven 
a r eason f or  t hei r  bei ng t her e. 

Anot her  young gi r l  of  t he same poi nt  of  vi ew sai d: 

"I  t hi nk i t ' s bet t er  t hat  t hey wer e r el eased. I  don't  see 
why t hey shoul d be puni shed. They t hought  t hey wer e doi ng some-
t hi ng good f or  t he camp. I  f eel  ver y r el i eved. I t ' s a good 
t hi ng t hey wer e r el eased. Nat ur al l y , we f eel  sor r y f or  t h e m . " 4 

Fr om t hese and many ot her  st at ement s i t  i s appar ent  t hat  

r el i ef  over  t he r el ease of  t he det ai nees was wi despr ead even 

among t hose per sons who had pr evi ous l y been hos t i l e t o t hem, 

Mr . Bes t 's st r at egy i n r el eas i ng Kai  and Kur at omi  f i r s t , t hat  

t hey mi ght  l ose pr est i ge t her eby, di d not  have much ef f ec t  on 

t he peopl e. The det ai nees had al r eady l os t  al most  al l  of  t hei r  

pr est i ge and, except  f or  a smal l  gr oup of  l oyal  suppor t er s, al l  

of  t hei r  ho l d as l eader s . They had become obj ect s of  pi t y r at her  

t han r espec t . 

RESI GNATI ON OF I NTERNAL ¿ECURI TY 

The r es i gnat i on of  t he J apanese I nt er nal  Secur i t y on J ul y 19, 

was one of  t he most  ser i ous r eper cuss i ons of  t he Hi t omi  mur der . 

The Admi ni st r at i on exper i enced ext r eme di f f i c ul t y i n r ec r ui t i ng 

i b i d , , Aug. 19, 1944, p . 2. 
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i b i d . . Aug. 30, 1944, p. 3. 



538* 

anot ner  f or ce and t he change br ought  about  i n t he at t i t ude of  

t hose J apanese who f i nal l y consent ed t o ser ve al t er ed t he char act er  

of  t he body a gr eat  deal . Bef or e t hei r  r es i gnat i on t he J apanese 

pol i ce had been cal l ed dogs; af t er  t he r es i gnat i on t he succeedi ng 

body was cal l ed t i mi d, spi nel ess , and cowar dl y and t he men wer e 

cons i der ed as al l  but  usel ess by t he r es i dent s . The ment i on of  

t hei r  name woul d usual l y evoke a scor nf ul , al bei t  somewhat  t o l er ant , 

smi l e. 

The r easons f or  t hi s mass r es i gnat i on wer e wel l  under st ood 

by t he r es i dent s . The J apanese pol i ce had been unpopul ar  si nce 

segr egat i on. Some of  t he member s had been ar r ogant  and had used 

t hei r  pos i t i ons t o t hr eat en f el l ow r es i dent s wi t h t hei r  power . 

They wer e al so wi del y bel i eved t o conni ve at  or  even be i n par t -

ner shi p wi t h t he gambl i ng gr oups. I t  i s ver y poss i bl e t hat  they 

wer e. The mur der  of  Hi t omi , t he t hr eat  agai nst  Mr . Shi mokon 

and poss i bl y , t he f ear  t hat  t hey woul d be f or ced t o co- oper at e 

i n t he appr ehensi on of  t he mur der er  and t her eby i ncur  wr at h of  

t he myst er i ous but  gr eat l y f ear ed under gr ound gr oup or  gr oups 

was t oo much f or  t hem. Mor eover , publ i c pr essur e agai nst  t hem 

was t r emendous. Mr , Abe expl ai ned t hei r  unpopul ar i t y as f o l l ows : 

"The f i r s t  t r oubl e was t hat  t he camp r es i dent s suspect ed 
t hem t hat  t hey wer e spi es of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on. That  was t he 
mai n r eason t he pol i ce coul dn't  get  t he co- oper at i on of  t he 
r es i dent s . And al so t her e wer e t he gambl i ng gr oups who wer e 
pr ot ect ed by t he p o l i c e . "1 

The r es i gnat i on was announced t o t he peopl e i n an ext r a 

i ssue of  t he Newel l  St ar  on J ul y 20: 

POLI CE STAFF RESI GNS: BEST ASKS FOR REORGANI ZATI ON 

Pol i ce Sel ec t i on by Bl ock Bas i s 

\ 

The ent i r e s t af f  o f  t he Col oni al  Pol i ce r es i gned i n a body 
Wednesday ( J ul y 19) at  mi dni ght , i t  was announced t oday. The 

1 i b i d , . J ul y 24, 1944, p . 2. 
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r eason was r epor t ed t o be l ack of  cooper at i on r ecei ved f r om t he 
cent er  r es i dent s , 

Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  Raymond R. Best  i mmedi at el y asked t he r esi -
dent s i n each bl ock t o sel ect  t wo r epr esent at i ves t o ser ve t hei r  
own bl ocks on a new communi t y pol i ce o r gani zat i on. Best  sent  a 
memor andum t o t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i on and t o bl ock manager s ask i ng 
bl ock manager s t o c al l  meet i ngs t o expl ai n t he r eor gani zat i on cf  
t he co l oni al  po l i c e, 

" I t  i s i nt ended t hat  each col ony pol i ceman t o be sel ec t ed 
wi l l  have t he pr i mar y r es pons i bi l i t y of  doi ng t he pol i ce wor k 
wi t hi n t he bl ock f r om whi ch he i s sel ec t ed or  at  l eas t  wi t hi n 
t he war d i n whi ch he r es i des , " Best  s t at ed i n h i s memor andum, 

"Those per sons sel ec t ed by t he bl ocks wi l l  be accept ed by 
t he Admi ni s t r at i on wi t hout  quest i on and wi l l  be ass i gned t o t he 
col ony po l i ce f o r c e. Thei r  wor k or der s wi l l  be pr ocessed t hr ovgh 
t he Pl acement  o f f i c e and t hey wi l l  become empl oyees pai d by t he 
Admi ni s t r at i on at  t he r egul ar  c l as s i f i ed wage r a t es , " 

He r equest ed t hat  t he names, addr esses and i dent i f i c at i o n 
number s of  per sons sel ec t ed wi t hi n each bl ock be r ef er r ed t o t he 
Ci v i c Or gani zat i on o f f i c e not  l at er  t han 4 p.m. Monday ( J ul y 24) . 

Si nce t he r es i gnat i on of  Chi ef  Mi nek i chi  Shi mokon and Assi st -
ant  Chi ef  Dan Aoyama af t er  t he f at al  s t abbi ng of  Yaozo Hi t omi  
on J ul y 2, t he s t af f  of  t he Col oni al  Pol i ce had dwi ndl ed f r om 
115 men t o 72 at  t he t i me t hey r es i gned. Shi mokon and Aoyama 
r es i gned af t er  anonymous t hr eat s wer e made agai nst  t hem. Ot her  
member s of  t he Col oni al  Pol i ce wer e t hr eat ened and i nsul t ed al t hough 
t he Col oni al  Pol i ce has t aken no par t  i n t he mur der  i nves t i gat i on. 

"Ever y communi t y has i t s own po l i ce s t af f  t o mai nt ai n peace 
and o r der ," best  s t at ed, «Thi s communi t y i s now wi t hout  i t s own 
pol i ce due t o the at t i t ude of  t he r es i dent s and t hr ough no f aul t  
of  WRA. I  hope t he Col oni al  Po l i ce wi l l  soon agai n pr ovi de a 
val uabl e ser vi ce t o t he communi t y." 

The mass r es i gnat i on l ef t  t he Admi ni s t r at i on i n an unt enabl e 

pos i t i on. The po l i c i ng of  t he col ony was qui t e i mpossi bl e wi t hout  

evacuee hel p . I t  was i mper at i ve t hat  a new f or ce be r ec r ui t ed 

i mmedi at el y . Accor di ngl y , Mr . Schmi dt  and Mr , Hol di ng addr essed 

t he bl ock manager s and at t empt ed t o poi nt  out  t hat  t he r ec r ui t i ng 

of  t hi s f or ce was a r es pons i bi l i t y of  t he bl ock manager s. Thi s 

at t i t ude was gr eat l y r esent ed by t he bl ock manager s, es pec i al l y 

Mr . Ho l di ng's st at ement ; 
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"I f  t her e's a f ai l ur e i t ' s goi ng t o "be your  r es pons i bi l i t y , 
i ou've got  t o see t hat  peopl e i n t he bl ock co- oper at e wi t h t he 
Pol i cement . For  t hose bl ocks whi ch suppl y no Pol i cemen, no pr o-
t ec t i on wi l l  be g i v en." 

The f u l l  mi nut es of  t hi s bl ock manager 's meet i ng f o l l ow: 

CHI EF SCHMI DT'S REPORT 

Chi ef  of  Admi ni st r at i ve Po l i c e, W. Schmi dt , upon i nt r oduct i on 
t o t he body by Mr . Huycke, commented t hat  t he communi t y of  cr i mi nal  
el ement  i s i n i nver se as t o t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he r o l i c e; i f  you 
have ac t i v i t i es by t he pol i ce o f f i c er s , you have t he t endency to 
suppr ess t he cr i me of  t he communi t y. He t hen, by i l l us t r at i on, 
gave some s t at i s t i c s r el at i ve t o pol i ce wor k commensur at e t o t he 
cr i me commi t t ed i n Tokyo i n 1927- 1929. He t hen t al ked at  some 
l engt h apper t ai ni ng t o pol i ce wor k. He espec i al l y poi nt ed out  
t hat  i nves t i gat i on wor k i s per f or med pur el y f r om a pr of ess i onal  
st and- poi nt  and t he wor k i s unquest i onabl y not  done by so- cal l ed 
"Dogs" or  "St ool  P i geons ." Appr oach t o t he pol i ce i s pur el y 
et hi cal  and pr of ess i onal  and cer t ai nl y not  any i nvei gl ement . He 
went  on t o r emar k t hat  gambl i ng, pr os t i t ut i on, and ot her  v i ces 
ar e not  so 'bad' I f  i t  wer en't  f or  t he t hi ngs t hat  come wi t h i t . 
I n a communi t y, so unusual  i n i t s at mospher e, br oad concept  
of  t he communi t y shoul d be consi der ed and r ef l ec t ed upon as a 
pr er ogat i ve of  a r es i dent , espec i al l y i n vi ew of  t he many chi l dr en 
who ar e not  mat ur ed enough t o under st and cer t ai n s i t uat i ons , 

POLI CE FORCE MI SUNDERSTOOD 

Mr . Shi r ai  bel i eved t hat  undeni abl y a decent  pol i ce f or ce 
i s necessar y, however , peopl e have mi sunder st ood t he Po l i c e. 
Despi t e t hi s f ac t , c l ar i f i c at i on of  mi sunder st andi ng was negl e'ct ed. 
.Lack of  c l oser  co- or di nat i on may have been t he cause, Mr . Schmi dt  
r emar ked. 

REASON FOR CHANGE I N TI TLE OF WARDENS 

Mr . Xamashi t a quest i oned why t he WRA changed t he t i t l e of  
War dens t o Col oni al  Po l i c e. Mr . Schmi dt  r epl i ed t hat  t he r eason 
f or  t he change was t o l et  t he col oni s t s know t hat  t hi s or gani zat i on 
was t hei r s , t hat  t hi s f or ce was f or  t he peopl e of  t he camp, and 
al so t o make t he di s t i nc t i on bet ween t he Admi ni st r at i ve Pol i ce 
and the Co l oni al . Ter mi nol ogy of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y i s used by 
v i r t ue of  f ac t  t hat  t he Ci v i l  Ser vi ce c l as s i f i es t he f or ce as 
such. The name I nt er nal  Secur i t y i s mor e- or - l ess a hangover . At  
t he pr esent  t i me, t her e ar e 47 on t he Admi ni st r at i ve r o l i ce s t af f . 

REPORT BY MR. HOLDI NG 

Mr . Hol di ng t ook the f l oor  and i n h i s t al k he i nc l uded 
t he f o l l owi ng st at ement s: Shot  t i me ago when t he Pol i ce Depar t -
ment  was f unc t i oni ng t hr ee men known as Commi ssi oner s wer e sel ec t ed. 
Thei r  j ob was t o hel p r un t he Pol i ce Depar t ment , but  when t he 
Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee di s so l ved, Commi ssi oner s di ssol ved at  t he 
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same t i me. Thi s t i me we have a new i dea, I ns t ead of  t hr ee Com-
mi ss i oner s , we have 74 Pol i ce Commi ssi oner s. Eac h one of  you ar e 
goi ng t o be Commi ssi oner . Peopl e i n t he bl ock have sel ec t ed the 
Pol i cemen, i t ' s goi ng t o be your  Pol i cemen, i f  i t  f a i l s . I f  
t her e's f ai l ur e i t ' s goi ng t o be your  r es pons i bi l i t y . You've 
got  t o see t hat  peopl e i n t he bl ock co- oper at e wi t h t he Pol i cemen. 
F or  t hose bl ocks whi ch suppl y no Pol i cemen, no pr ot ec t i on wi l l  
be gi ven. Now, we have 86 men who wi l l  wor k r i ght  i n t he bl ock 
f r om whi ch t hey came f r om. Bl ock wi t hout  Pol i cemen ar e: 55, 32, 
31, 26, 27, 52, 54, 51, 49, 59, 42, 40, 16, 18, 13, 5, 6, 7, 9, 
21, 20, 73, 69, 67, and 56. No t el egr am ser vi ce or  Sunday v i s i t i ng 
passes t o t he hospi t al  wi l l  be gi ven t o t hose wi t hout  pol i ce 
r epr e sent at i ve s . 

BLOCK WI THOUT POLI CEMEN 

Chi ef  Schmi dt  r ei t er at ed t hat  Col oni al  Pol i ce ser vi ce wi l l  
not  be avai l abl e f or  t he i ssuance of  passes and sendi ng of  t el e-
gr ams f or  t hose bl ocks wi t hout  r epr esent at i ves , but  t her e wi l l  
be ot her  ways or  means more compl i cat ed and del ayed av ai l abl e. 
Accor di ng t o Mr . Bl ack , no wr i t t en st at ement  i n r egar d t o t hi s 
wi l l  be i s s ued. I nav ai l abi l i t y of  Col oni al  Pol i ce ser vi ce i s an 
i ns t r uc t i on i s sued f r om t he Admi ni s t r at i on. 

RECTI F I CATI ON OF STATEMENT 

Messr s . I keda and Takahashi  i mmedi at el y cont ended t hat  Bl ock 
Manager s wer e mer el y an i nst r ument  f or  channel i ng i nf or mat i on and 
announcement s, and emphat i cal l y shoul d not  be r espons i bl e f or  t he 
f ai l ur e o f  t he Pol i ce For ce. Mr . Schmi dt  r ec t i f i ed Mr . Ho l di ng's 
st at ement . Bl ock Manager s ar e not  Commi ssi oner s, but  t hey ar e a 
f oc al  poi nt  i n exchange of  i nf or mat i on f r om t he pe opl e t o t he 
Admi ni s t r at i on, v i ce ver sa. 

POWER OF POLI CE FORCE 

Power  of  t he Col oni al  and Admi ni s t r at i ve Pol i ce f or ces was 
t he next  t opi c of  di s c us s i on. I t  was i nf or med t hat  t he Col oni al  
Pol i ce wi l l  be r espons i bl e f or  t he i ns i de of  t he f ence. Responsi -
b i l i t y of  t he Admi ni s t r at i ve Pol i ce i s t o mer el y advi se t he 
Col oni al  Po l i c e, t o gi ve pr of ess i onal  as s i s t anc e. I n your  maj or  
t ypes of  cr i me, whi ch bor der s on f el oni ous t ype of  cr i me, t he 
Admi ni s t r at i ve Pol i ce r ender s ai d, but  t her e i s c er t ai n del egat ed 
power  t o cer t ai n gr oups , such as t he Di s t r i c t  At t or ney , who has 
cer t ai n obl i gat i on i n deal i ng wi t h cr i mes of  more maj or  t ypes . 
I n cases of  mur der s, t he Admi ni s t r at i ve Pol i ce does not  have t he 
power  t o t r i a l ; t he Di s t r i c t  At t or ney i s t o t ake car e of  i t . 

The ext r eme r esent ment  whi ch t hi s po l i c y on t he par t  

of  t he Caucas i an po l i ce ar oused was shown by t he f ac t  t hat  Mr . 

Oakmot o, a conser vat i ve bl ock- manager  of  t he mi l dest  char ac t er , 

denounced i t . Okamot o bel i eved i n co- oper at i ng wi t h t he Admi ni st r a-

t i on as much as pos s i bl e, but  on t hi s occas i on he l os t  h i s t emper . 
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he gave t he wr i t er  t he mi nut es , sayi ng wi t h i ndi gnat i on: 

"When Mr . Hol di ng of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y sai d t hat  t hose bl ock 
who di dn't  el ec t  pol i cemen woul d not  get  any t el egr ams del i ver ed 
or  no pSunday passes t o t he hos pi t al , ever ybody got  mad, That 's 
why some peopl e t r i ed t o get  hi m of f  t he f o r c e / We f eel  t hey 
ar e us i ng t he bl ock manager s as a weapon. I f  t hat 's WRA's po l i c y , 
t hat 's pr et t y ser i ous . 

"The r eason we can get  no or gani zat i on I s anyone t aki ng such 
a j ob i s af r ai d of  bei ng cal l ed an i nu. That 's why most  per sons 
don't  want  any j obs wher e t hey have t o cont act  Caucas i ans . 

"I n cer t ai n of  t he meet i ngs, l i ke t he Po l i c e, t he Co- op 
Boar d el ec t i ons and t he Spani sh Consul , we coul d get  onl y about  
5 or  6 peopl e t o come out . That  was not  onl y i n my bl ock her e 
ei t her . The bl ock manager s have a ver y har d t i me. That 's why 
so many bl ock manager s ar e qui t t i ng. They 'r e havi ng t o t ake 
t oo many or der s f r om WRA. 

The bl ock el ec t i ons wer e hel d and about  two t hi r ds of  t he 

bl ocks el ec t ed war dens . The f ol l owi ng account  appear ed i n the 

Ne we11 St ar ; 

49 BLOCKS RESPONSE TO BEST'S NEW PATROL BODY PROPOSI TI ON 

Resul t  of  t he el ec t i on o f  pat r ol men f r om each bl ock was 
r el eased t oday by t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i on. The Ci v i c r epor t ed 
about  t wo- t hi r ds of  t he 74 bl ocks r esponded by el ec t i ng r epr esent a-
t i ves . Resi dent s wer e asked l as t  week t hr ough t he Ci v i c Or gani za-
t i on by Pr oj ect  Di r ec t or  Ray R. Best  t o el ec t  t hi s week two r epr e-
sent at i ves f r om each bl ock t o ser ve i n t he new communi t y pol i ce 
or gani zat i on, whi ch super sedes t he r es i gned Col oni al  Po l i ce. 
The br eakdown r eveal ed 33 bl ocks each chose t wo pol i cemen, 13 
bl ocks el ec t ed one each, and t hr ee bl ocks each el ec t ed t hr ee 
member s. Many of  t he bl ocks el ec t i ng one per son expr essed t hei r  
desi r e t o sel ect  anot her  one wi t hi n a f ew day«. I t  was al so di s-
c l osed t hat  25 bl ocks f ai l ed t o el ect  r epr esent at i ves . (However , 
t hi s r epor t  of  25 bl ocks f a i l i ng t o el ec t  member s i s not  t o be 
j udged as f i na l . Some bl ocks have r equest ed t i me f or  f ur t her  
st udy and i nf or mat i on. I t  i s hoped t hat  al l  r emai ni ng bl ocks 
wi l l  car ef ul l y r econs i der  t hi s pl an whi ch may hel p el i mi nat e t he 
pr esent  anxi et y and f ear  of  di sor der  i n t hi s c ent er .� E d . Not e) 

A meet i ng wi l l  be hel d t hi s week by t he newl y f or med pol i ce 
body t o el ec t  an evacuee chi ef  and hi s as s i s t ant s . 

The success of  t he el ec t i on of  t he pol i ce o f f i c er s var i ed 

t hr ough t he camp. The Manzanar  sect i on f i l l ed ever y pos i t i on. 

War d VI  and war d VI I  f i l l ed l eas t . I n spi t e of  t he t hr eat ened 

i b i d . , Aug. 8, 1944, p . 5. 
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penal t i es , some bl ocks r ef used t o el ec t e war dens and r emai ned 

unpol i ced f or  s i x mont hs or  mor e. Some of  t he r easons f or  

r ef us i ng t o ser ve i n t hi s capac i t y was f u l l y expl ai ned by K: 

" I  don't  t hi nk t he J apanese want  t he name 'po l i c eman. ' The 
J apanese don't  want  J apanese t o r ul e over  t hem. They say, 'We 
ar e al l  behi nd t he f enc e, behi nd bar bed wi r e, and we don't  want  
anybody t o pi ck us u p . 1 

"What  I  hear d i s t hat  some bl ocks ar e goi ng t o have wat chmen 
and t hat  ot her s ar e not  goi ng t o have anyone ser ve as pol i ce i n 
t hei r  bl oc k . 

"The r umor  t hat  woever  ser ves as pol i ce i n t he cent er s and 
wor ks as st ooges -  t hei r  r ecor ds wi l l  be sent  t o J apan -  t hat  ta s 
a gr eat  bear i ng wi t h many, 

"Ther e i s al so a mat t er  t hat  has been conf i r med by one of  
t he boys f r om t he st ockade. When he was r el eased he asked why he 
had been I mpounded. The pol i ceman (Caucas i an) t o l d hi m t hat  a 
man i n t he bl ock had wr i t t en a l et t er  sayi ng t hat  he was danger ous . 
The boy asked t o see t he l et t er . The Caucas i an sai d he c a i ' t  have 
i t  because t he l et t er  i s goi ng t o be sent  to J apan wi t h t he man 
who wr ot e i t . Al l  t he r ecor ds concer ni ng hi m wi l l  be sent  t o 
J apan, I f  t hi s i s t r ue t hat  i s t he most  wonder f ul  t hi ng t hat  couLd 
happen. 

What  del i ght ed K. about  t hi s mat t er  was t hat  he bel i eve 

t hat  s t er n j us t i ce woul d be met ed out  I n J apan t o t hose men who 

had act ed as dogs agai nst  t hei r  own peopl e i n t he camp. 

The f o l l owi ng desc r i pt i ons of  t he bl ock meet i ngs wer e gi ven: 

Mr . Okamot o s t at ed I n a l et t er : 

r tUp t o dat e t he r epur at i on of  pol i ce i s so gr ave t hat  i t  
seems t o me t he co l oni s t s have no i nt er es t  i n t he c o l oni al  pol i ce 
a f f a i r s . I t  t el l s ver y c l ear l y by past  exper i ences and ever y 
meet i ng whi ch we hel d has f a i l ed . None of  t hem succeed. The 
co l oni s t s hel d meet i ngs r egar di ng t he el ec t i on of  t he pol i ce 
commi ssi oner s but  unf or t unat el y f a i l ed except  f or  t wo or  t hr ee 
bl oc k s . I t  appear s t o me t hat  t he co l oni al  pol i ce depar t ment  
f eel s t hey have no suppor t  by t he c o l o n i s t s . "  ̂

* 

Mr . Abe, who l i ved i n t he Manzanar  di s t r i c t  wher e t he el ec t i on 

was most  suc c ess f ul , s t at ed: 

1 l b i d  

2 i b i d  

3 i b i d 

� t  

� > 

J ul y 30, 1944, p. 10. 

Aug. 7, 1944, p . 4. 

J ul y 24, 1944, p . 5. 
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"I  t hi nk t hey ' l l  get  an I nt er nal  Secur i t y but  i t  wi l l  t ake 
t i me. So f ar  t he pol i ce depar t ment  has been l ooked upon as 
admi ni s t r at i ve agent s . 

"Now we ar e t r y i ng t o get  t he pol i ce of  t hi s camp -  our  own 
po l i c e. We el ec t ed two o f f i c er s f r om each bl ock i n war d V I I I . 
We have 10 bl ocks and 20 pol i ce o f f i c er s wi l l  be el ec t ed. That  
way I  t hi nk we can mai nt ai n a pol i ce f o r c e. 

"Most  of  t hem hat e t o t ake t he j ob but  i f  t hey under st and 
t he new syst em I  t hi nk we can get  po l i c e. Une man we el ec t ed 
mi ght  t ake t he j ob and t he ot her s r ef used f or  per sonal  r easons .  ̂

11 At  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y meet i ng -  t he peopl e i n t hi s bl ock 
want ed me t o go. They want ed me t o be pol i ce c hi ef  f or  t he Man-
zanar  sec t i on, nat ur al l y , I  woul d never  accept  t he pos i t i on but  
I  went  to t he meet i ng j us t  t o get  t he t one. They wer e a bunch 
of  r abbi t s . 

"Most  peopl e who wi sh t o be pol i cemen ar e not  ver y wel l  
educat ed. They d i dn ' t  even know how t o handl e t he meet i ng. 
They d i dn ' t  know pr ocedur e. But  most  of  t he peopl e t her e wer e 
wel l  meani ng and wi shed t o or gani ze a camp pol i ce f o r c e. But  
t he o l d gr oup (men f r om t he ol d f or ce who wer e r e- el ect ed) agi t at ed 
among t hemsel ves and t r i ed t o get  t o be head of  tl® pol i ce ( s o 
t hey coul d) co- oper at e wi t h t he gambl er s ."2 

" I  went  t o t he pol i ce or gani zat i on meet i ng t he ot her  day. 
Some of  t he men wer e so af r ai d even to be on a commi t t ee t o make 
negot i at i ons wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on. They appoi nt ed t hr ee com-
mi t t ees t o t al k over  t he r eor gani zat i on of  t he pol i ce f or ce wi t h 
Mr . Bes t . Even t he men on t hese commi t t ees wer e af r ai d. 

"The r umor  ¿.bout  t he o l d or gani zat i on was t hat  t hey wer e 
subor di nat es of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on t o keep t he peace of  t he camp. 
They t hought  t he pol i ce woul d have t o be l oyal  t o t hi s count r y.* 

"The ol d gr oup ( r es i gned po l i c e) wer e men wi t h st ubbor n heads . 
The new peopl e (segr egees ) knew t hey c oul dn't  co- oper at e wi t h t hem. 
They want  t o keep t o t hemsel ves . Es pec i a l l y t he peopl e f r om 
Manzanar , J er ome and Rohwer  t hat  have j ust  come i n af t er  F ebr uar y , 
We have not hi ng t o do wi t h i t  (t he ol d November  1943 t r oubl es of  
Tul e L a k e ) . " 

An amusi ng r esul t  of  t he el ec t i ons was r ecount ed by a ni s ei  

gi r l  who r emar ked t hat  her  bl ock had no po l i c e. "Two men wer e 

el ec t ed but  one man's wi f e kept  af t er  hi m unt i l  he r es i gned. 

Then t he ot her  r es i gned because he d i dn ' t  want  t o be t he onl y 

pol i ceman i n t he bl oc k , 

i b i d . , J ul y 24, 1944, p . 3, "Per sonal  r easons" i s t he most  f r equent  
excuse used by a J apanese who wi shed t o avoi d t ak i ng a pos i t i on 
whi ch woul d l ead hi m t o be cal l ed a dog. 
2 i b i d . . Aug. 8, 1944, p . 2 3 i b i d . , p . 1. 
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I t  shoul d be st r essed her e, t hat  t he under gr ound pr essur e 

gr oup di d al l  i n i t s power  t o spr ead pr opaganda t o i nhi bi t  t he 

el ec t i on of  t he po l i c e. However , gener al  pr essur e was so st r ong 

t hat  t hei r  ef f o r t s were scar cel y needed. Consi der i ng t he amount  

of  pr essur e i t  i s r emar kabl e t hat  t he pol i ce f or ce was r e s t af f ed 

at  a l l . Thi s pr essur e cont i nued t o cow t he pol i ce f or ce f or  more 

t han seven mont hs (and wi l l  pr obabl y cont i nue f or  much l onger ) . 

The "war dens" as t hey wer e hencef or t h c al l ed, came t o be known 

as a spec i es of  Caspa r  Mi l quet oast s . Whenever  any i nf r i ngement  

of  l aw i ncur r ed whi ch mi ght  r emot el y bo connect ed wi t h "po l i t i c s " 

or  mi ght  concei vabl y of f end t he r es i dent s i f  ac t i on wer e t aken, 

t he war dens r ef used t o ac t . They woul d cal l  up t he Caucasi an 

pol i ce and say, "You bet t er  t ake t h i s . I t ' s t oo hot  f or  u s . " 

On August  8, when war dens had been obt d ned f or  most  of  t he 

bl ocks , Mr . Okamot o sai d: 

"F i nal l y t hey changed the name of  t he pol i ce t o war dens . I  
bel i eve t hat  t he mai n cause of  t he r es i gnat i on was t hat  t he pol i ce 
say, 'The col oni s t s don't  suppor t  the col ony po l i c e. ' Thei r  bad 
r eput at i on, I  t hi nk , was due t o t hei r  l ack i ng capabl e per sonnel . 
Some r epor t ed ver y l i t t l e det ai l  of  anyt hi ng t hat  happened i n 
t he bl oc k s . I t  used t o be t hat  t he J apanese pol i ce di dn' t  r epor t  
ever y l i t t l e t hi ng t o t he Caucasi ans and t hen t hi ngs woul d set t l e 
down. 

Okamot o means her e t hat  i t  i s f ar  bet t er  t o al l ow mi nor  

mat t er s t o set t l e t hemsel ves and not  dr ag t he Caucasi ans i n on 

ever y occas i on. 

"They sai d t he name of  'po l i c e' was t oo o f f i c i a l . 

"Our  bl ock f a i l ed t he f i r s t  t i me. Par t i cul ar l y t he i s s ei  
wer e agai nst  I t  because t hey hear d t he r umor  of  sendi ng r ecor ds 
t o J apan. Al so t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y used t o wear  a badge of  
t he r egul ar  Uni t ed St at es po l i c e. I t  sai d Uni t ed St at es pol i ce 
on t he badge. Most  of  t he peopl e wer e af r ai d (t o connect  them-
sel ves so obvi ousl y wi t h t he U. S. gover nment ). 

I b i d . , J ul y 31, 1944, p . 2. 



"The o l d pol i ce wer e al ways l ook i ng f or  somet hi ng t o r epor t . 
They got  a ver y bad r eput at i on. That  i s not  pol i ce o f f i c er s ! That  
j ust  di s t ur bs t he publ i c or der  I " 1 

The f o l l owi ng r at her  conc i l i at or y st at ement  was pr i nt ed i n 

t he Mewel l  St ar  on August  10. The l as t  f our  par agr aphs i n par t i -

cul ar  ar e not ewor t hy: 

Pat r ol men 

REORGANI ZED FORGE ASKS RE SI  LENTS' COOPERATI ON 

A compl et e r eor gani zat i on of  t he cent er  po l i ce set - up wi t h 
many f undament al  changes i n pol i cy was announced t hi s week by t he 
Col oni al  Peace Of f i c e . J  

I n a st at ement  addr essed t o al l  r es i dent s of  t he cent er  
t he new peace o f f i c er s asked f o r  gui dance and whol e- hear t ed co-
oper at i on i n mai nt ai ni ng peace and or der  and pr omi sed t o expend 
t hei r  ever y ef f o r t  i n maki ng t hi s a peacef ul  and l i veabl e communi t y. 

D i ? 2 ? s s e d a t  t h e s e v e r a l  gener al  meet i ngs of  t he newl y el ec t ed 
peace o f f i c er s wer e weaknesses and def ec t s of  t he f or mer  pol i ce 
f or ce and i t  was r eso l ved t hat  i n or der  t o cr eat e a pol i ce f or ce 

? i r s t  t o 8 ^L ? n d ? ? ^ p e ° p l e o f  t h e communi t y, i t ^ s necessar y 
t i r o l d 0 c | | ^| e p ^ c f ? o r c r  S U S P i C l 0 n S a n d oppos i t i on d L g 

I n l i ne wi t h t h i s , a r equest  was submi t t ed t o t he pr oi ect  
, ^? c t 0 r  * ! i i n g t h e A î n i s t r a t i o n t o i nf or m t he Col oni al  Peace 
Of f i ce of  t he r easons f or  ar r es t  whenever  r es i dent s ar e appr ehended 

f ut ur e by ei t her  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y o f f i c er s or  b y t £ e 
mi s r equest  was t aken under  c ons i der at i on. 

of  t . f , ^ . 8 ^ U : 6 ' d l r e c t o r  suggest ed t hat  t he member s 
«n* ? ? ? c o n s i s t  mai nl y of  r epat r i at es , pr ef er abl y ol der  i s s ei  
and ni s ei  because of  t he po s s i bi l i t y of  f ut ur e f r i c t i o n i f  non  ̂

t i ?e o f ? i t e
c e

S r f f n n t 6 d ^ P 2 a o e f 0 r C 6 a n d t hat  al l  execu-
t i ve o f f i c er s be per sons not  connect ed wi t h t he ol d f or ce These 
suggest i ons wer e t aken under  cons i der at i on. ' e s e 

«j  .  ̂ was al so emphasi zed t hat  pr obl ems ar i s i ng bet ween t he 

t l on nf  t h ° n a n d . t h e r e s i d e n t s d i d no t  come wi t hi n t he j ur i sdi  c-t i on of  t he peace f o r c e. J  8 U L C 

Of f i c er s of  t he Depar t ment  of  Col oni al  r e ace may be r emoved 
by maj or i t y vot e of  t he bl oc ks . * r emoved 

THE RAPE RUMORS 

Coi nc i dent  wi t h t he r es i gnat i on of  t he col oni al  po l i c e, t he 

camp f e l l  v i c t i m t o one of  t he most  bi zar r e r umor s of  i t s h i s t o r y , 

i b i d . , Aug. 8, 1944, p . 4. 



547 » 

For  t en days st or y af t er  st or y of  r ape, per pet r at ed by one I ndi v i -

dual  or  a gang of  boys , swept  t hr ough t he camp. Opl er  sai d t h i s 

r umor  mi ght  poss i bl y have been s t ar t ed by Mr . Xamat ani , t he Pol i ce 

Commi ssi oner  who f l ed t he camp af t er  Mr . Hi t omi 1s mur der  and i s 

r epor t ed t o have sai d as he l e f t , "When my boys l eave t he col ony, 

t her e wi l l  be r ap e . "1 However  t he r umor s may have o r i gi nat ed, 

t hey wer e t aken ver y ser i ous l y by most  of  t he peopl e i n camp. 

For  about  a week t he gi r l s and young women i mposed a cur f ew on 

t hemsel ves and a woman was sel dom seen out s i de of  a bar r ack af t er  

dar k . Gi r l s who at t ended t he J apanese ni ght  school  wer e escor t ed 

home by a gr oup of  t he young men s t udent s . Typi c al  ver s i ons of  

t he r ape r umor s f o l l o w; 

Fr om Mr . Yamaguchi ; 

"They say a gi r l  was at t acked i n bl ock 69. She r an away scr eam-
i ng. The gi r l s c an' t  go t o school  (J apanese ni ght  s c hoo l ) . Now 
t he boys ar e get t i ng t oget her  and t hey al l  l eave school  t oget her . 

"Some peopl e say t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on i s spr eadi ng t he 
r umor s t o f r i ght en t he peopl e so t hey wi l l  qui ck make anot her  
I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , ot her  peopl e ar e f i ght i ng f or  i t  ( f o r  I nt er nal  
Sec ur i t y ) . So t her e ar e t wo gr oups f i ght i ng; one want s an I nt er -
nal  Secur i t y and t he ot her s say we can t ake car e of  i t  our sel ves . 

" i t ' s a f ac t  t hat  some peopl e ar e scar ed. Es pec i a l l y al l  
t he g i r l s . War d I I I  qui t  ni ght  school . Even t he movi es have 
qui t . 

"Peopl e woul d l i ke an I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , but  nobody want s 
t o r un. They don't  want  t o be i nu. I  t hi nk t he t r y i ng t o get  
a new I nt er nal  Secur i t y wi l l  f a l l  t o t he gr ound."2 

A ni s ei  g i r l  s ai d; 

"I  t hi nk i t ' s most l y r umor  on t he par t  of  I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y . 
They have t o make i t  sound bad so t hat  we'd demand t o have I nt er nal  
Secur i t y back . I t  sounds so wi l d and f ant as t i c . Most  of  i t  -
l i ke cover i ng a gi r l  wi t h bl anket s and t hr owi ng her  i n a di t c h. 
I  t hi nk t hat ' s r umor . 

"But  i n war d VI I  a gi r l  i s supposed t o have been at t acked 
by some of  t he boys . Some of  t he boys i n camp ar e bad. 

i b i d . , J ul y 25, 1944, p . 1 
2 i b i d . , J ul y 24, 1944, p . 1. 
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"Accor di ng t o t he man next  door  t her e i s a bad bunch of  boys 
i n camp. One of  t he boys has been out cast  f r om hi s f ami l y f or  
t hi ngs t hat  he has done. He was so good f or  no t hi ng.1, 1 

Mr s . Yamaguchi  sai d; 

"Ther e i s s t i l l  a l ot  of  t al k . Some boy chased a gi r l  i n 
bl ock 69. The boy had a bl anket  over  h i s head. My gi r l  f r i end 
who l i ves onl y wi t h her  mot her  and s i s t er  has been annoyed by 
havi ng boys knock on her  door  at  ni ght  and shi ne f l as hl i ght s 
i n t he wi ndow." 

The pr ac t i cal  Mr . Abe, an el der l y i s sei  was t he onl y i ndi vi -

dual  t he wr i t er  cont act ed who doubt ed t he r umor s s t r ongl y : 

"The bot her i ng of  gi r l s i s j ust  r umor s, I  t hi nk . Of  cour se 
t her e i s a hi gh pos s i bi l i t y t hat  such a cr i me coul d be commi t t ed 
when l i v i ng t hi s abnor mal  l i f e . But  a f r i end of  mi ne t r i ed 
checki ng up t he r umor s. Ther e i s no way t o pr ove i t  t hat  t her e 
was any such cr i me. I  t hi nk t hat 's a r umor  made by t he admi ni s-
t r at i on t o make peopl e f or m a pol i ce depar t ment ."  ̂

A ver y i nt el l i gent  young ni s ei  admi t t ed t hat  t her e mi ght  be 

some t r ut h t o t he r umor s. Poi nt i ng out  t hat  t he young men i n . 

camp f ar  out number ed t he g i r l s , he suggest ed: 

"Ther e i s onl y one t hi ng t hat  coul d be done t o cont r ol  t hi s . 
That  i s es t abl i sh a house of  pr os t i t ut i on. I f  I  wer e t he admi ni s-
t r at i on I  woul d per mi t  t he oper at i on of  a l i censed house wher e 
t he gi r l s coul d be gi ven r egul ar  medi cal  i nspec t i on. That  woul d 
be t he onl y s o l ut i o n . "4 

Af t er  a shor t  per i od of  ext r eme concer n, t he r ape r umor s 

di ed down ver y r api dl y . Long bef or e t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y was 

secur el y es t abl i shed t hey wer e hear d no mor e, 

ARKhSTS FOR DRAFT VI OLATI ON 

I n mi d- J ul y 27 ni sei  wer e ar r es t ed, char ged wi t h f ai l i ng t o 

r epor t  f or  t hei r  pr e- i nduct i on phys i cal  exami nat i on. They wer e 

t aken t o Eur eka t o awai t  t r i a l . The f o l l owi ng announcement  was 

made i n t he Newel l  St ar : 

1 i b i d . , J ul y 25, 1944, P . 1. 
2 i b i d . . J ul y 26, 1944, P . 2. 
3 i b i d . , J ul y 24, 1944, P . 3. 
4 i b i d . , J ul y 30, 1944, P . 7. 
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27 TAKEN TO EUREKA ON DRAFT VIOLATING-  CHARGES 

Ar r est ed on f eder al  war r ant s char gi ng t hem wi t h v i o l at i ng 
t he Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce Ac t , 27 ni sei  wer e r emoved t o Eur ek a, 
Cal i f o r ni a t hi s week, r epor t ed t he Admi ni s t r at i on. The 27 J apa-
nese f a i l ed t o r epor t  f or  pr e- i nduct i on phys i cal  exami nat i on 
f or  t he Army when exami nat i ons wer e hel d May 2 and 3 at  the com-
muni t y ho s p i t a l . 

Deput y Mar shal  We s l i c k E r i c h of  t he Uni t ed St at es Mar s hal 's 
o f f i c e at  Sacr ament o as s i s t ed by t hr ee ot her  deput y mar shal s 
ser ved t he war r ant s F r i day . *11 27 wi l l  be t r i ed i n t he f eder al  
di s t r i c t  cour t  at  Eur ek a. 

Thi s ar r es t  was r ecei ved i n t he col ony wi t h t he gr eat est  

cal m. The gener al  concensus of  opi ni on was t hat  t he boys who 

had sai d No- No or  r epat r i at ed bef or e t he pr oper  dat e woul d be 

r et ur ned. For  t hose boys who mi ght  have sai d Yes- Yes, t her e was 

no p i t y , They ought  t o go t o j a i l . Why the r es i dent s had such 

i mpl i c i t  f a i t h t hat  j us t i ce woul d be met ed out  i n t hi s case when 

or di nar i l y t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he cour t s of  t he Uni t ed St at es ar e 

r egar ded wi t h t he gr eat  suspi c i on, t he wr i t er  i s unabl e t o under -

s t and. , . 
Mi ss Do i , an i nt el l i gent  young ni s ei  wi t h st at us- quo l eani ngs 

s t at ed: 

" I  hav en' t  hear d much about  t hat . They al l  expe ct  t hem t o 
come back . Peopl e who ar e r epat r i at es say, 'Af t er  t he t r i al  
t hey ' l l  al l  be back soon.1 (About ) t he Yes- Y es -  peopl e j us t  
don't  gi ve a hang about  t hem anyway .Ml  

Mr . Yamaguchi  s ai d; 

"The peopl e ar e doi ng not hi ng. Ever ybody i s wi l l i ng t o go 
(t o j a i l ) i f  i t  comes t o t hat .. The J apanese don't  t hi nk anyt hi ng 
about  i t . Those 27 boys had a l ot  of  sympat hy t hough. I  woul dn't  
change (f or  f ear  of  goi ng t o j a i l ) . " 2 

3L s t at ed: 

"Ther e was no r eac t i on. None, what ever . Wedi scussed t he 
t hi ngs but  t he gener al  f eel i ng i s t hat  i f  t hey do not  wi sh t o be 
l oyal  t hey shoul d not  have sai d *es - Y es . I t  was no mor e t han 

1 l b l d . , J ul y 18, 1944, p . 2. 
2 i b i d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p . 2. 


