
Spanish Consul 

'"•m The Spanish Consul made his long awaited visit to Tule Lak e 

Deoember 13th and 14th. He was accompanied by the Hon, Mr. D eckerbaoh, 

the representative of the Department of State. It will be noted that 

the group of colonists who oontaoted these men were strongl y pro-Daihyo 

Sha Kai and that they reoeived no encouragement. Rather t hey were greeted 

with a request to disband on the part of Mr. Deokerbach. Th eir demand 

that the internment of Japanese citizens be reported to the  Japanese 

government was met with a promise to report the fact to the Sp anish 

Ambassador but with no assurance that it would be passed on to the 

Japanese government. The demand that the status of the ni sei in Tule 

Lake be made dear was answered by Mr. Deokerbach with the s tatement, 

"No American can throw off his citizenship." 

REPORT OF THE SPANISH CONSUL 
December 13, 1943 

DATEi Deoember 13, 1943 Tr'Bi 3«p.m. PLACE » Front of Mess 21 

Introduction of Consul De Amat, State Department Represen tative 
Deokerbach and Translator Inouye. 

CONSULi I came here by the order of his Excellency, the S panish Embassy. 
I came here to visit the people living in Tule Lake, especi ally the 
men and women born in Japan to which the protection appl ies. I 
want to talk to all of those who wish to talk to me. I answer ma ny 
oomplaints, if there are any who wish to speak to me or any  desires 
they wish to make to me. 

I realise that in the present moment, you are facing certain 
problems that are rather disturbing and I believe that tho se problems 
have to be faced with goodwill, on the part of American autho rities, 
and also with the Japanese residents. 

Today and tomorrow I will be here and I will be ready to hea r 
any suggestions that anyone has, in the sense of helping y ou out of 
actual problems. In the morning, I will be in Mr. Best's off ice, and 
you can oontaot me through the telephone if you wish to see me. 

MR. DECKERPACHi I am representing the Department of State, Washington, 
because the State Department is interested in Tule Lake. Y ou may wonder 
why the State Department is interested. The reason is t hat the trouble 
in Tule Lake affeots our international relations. The cons tant dis-
pute at this camp are disturbing to our international rel ations, and 



also detrimental to  O'  r own welfare« For example, you are interested 
in the exohange of Amerioan Nationals with the Japanese nat ionals in-
terned here* The disputed at the Tule Lake oamp will def initely hold 
up this exchange of nationals* For that reason the State De partment 
wants to see a peaceful, quiet, orderly oamp here at Tule L ake* 

I have made a brief inspection of the oamp and I have rend th e 
records of the meetings held by the Negotiating Committee an d the Army 
authorities and I must say that I oan see no obstacles th at cannot 
be overcome and cannot see why we oannot come to an orderly ca mp* I 
believe that all obstacles and questions oan be solved if they are 
approaohed in a spirit of cooperation, goodwill, and sinoe rity, but 
this spirit must be mutual, it must come from both sides* 1 mentioned 
that the authorities now in charge of this oamp will be glad t o approach 
every problem with sinoere spirit of cooperation and the y will do every-
thing in their power to make you as comfortable as war-time conditions 
permit* But some things are impossible* For example, this m orning 
the question was brought to my attention of releasing the nine members 
of the Negotiating Committee who have been detained* The Army pioked 
up those members of the Committee because they believed it w as 
necessary to do so, in order to preserve peace and seourit y of this 
oamp* They will be released by the Army if and when they belie ve it 
is desirable* 

Now we are anxious to find some solution of this problem whi ch 
will be satisfactory to both sides* This is not my job to fin d the 
solution, but I would like to make a suggestion or two which I 
think will help. I would like you to think some of those 
suggestions over* 

I propose, in the first place, that you abolish the old Ne gotiating 
Committee whioh obviously is unable to funotion your prese nt oonditlon* 
I propose that you eleot by popular vote, that is, the vote of the 
whole community, a new oommittee to be oalled a Centr al Committee* 
In my opinion this oommittee should be composed of members  in proportion 
to the various classes in the community - that is Issei m ember« should 
eleot Issei and Nisei should eleot Nisei representatives* I  think 
in this way you will get a community truly represented by the whole 
oolony - one whioh the Army Authorities will have confidenc e and which 
thsy will be able to cooperate* 

I hope that suoh a committee oan be formed under the supervis ion 
of the Army and that it will use all goodwill and sinoerit y to co-
operate with the Army Authorities to build here a model cam p whioh 
will be a oredit, not only to the Japanese in this oamp, bu t to the 
oooperation of the Army and the residents* As I have said befo re, 
it is not my job to find a solution, I am making the suggest ion in 
the hope that you will all think it over carefully* 

ANNOUNCER »  The demands and problems arei 

1* To conform to the suggestions made by the former represen tatives* 
2* Food arrangement is bad—make arrangements to bring us be tter food* 
S* Threatened by martial law* 
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4« Soldiers entrance into women*s shower rooms* 
5« Recognition of the Negotiating Committee 

QUESTIONi They are building new fences by Ward 7, why are they building 
such fences? 

ANSWERi I don't know. 

QUESTION« Find out the reason from the Army, 

ANSWER« DE AMATt I will ask the Array, probably it will be de nied, 
but if they tell me I will give the answer. 

QUESTIONi Do you know that we had to endure difficulty bec ause of martial 
law? From November 4, we have suffered the difficulty whioh  we encountered, 
because of martial lew and ourfew laid upon us. Did you know t his fact? 

ANSWERt Since November 4, I have received complaints about b eing in-
convenient! e.g. martial lew. The people were suffering — I re-
ceived a letter so I knew it. This oomplaint has been reo orded in 
my offloe and submitted to the Spanish Embassy which will probably sub-
mit it to the proper authority. 

QUESTIONS We have been hearing for the past two weeks and tw enty days 
that your Honor was go ng to visit us to meet our problems, h owever, 
even after one month you didn't come to this center, I would l ike to 
know the reason. 

o 

ANSWERs DE AMATs I have been here to the Tule Lake Center three times. 
I am not absolutely free to oome here whenever I wish. My visi ts are 
subject to oertain formalities. I must be aooompanied by a Wash-
ington State Department Representative; that makes it so that I cannot 
do it as quickly as you may ask. As I repeated, in Ootober, b egin-
ning of November, I was here and I am here a&ain. 

ANNOUNCERs Did you receive any telegrams? 

CONSULs Yes, I have received them. 

ANNOUNCERs We are supporting the Negotiating Committee we  first 
seleoted, and I want you to meet this Negotiating Committee and talk 
things over. 

ANSWERs I will ask the Army Authority to let me talk to thes e men 
in custody now, nevertheless, that permission may be den ied me be-
cause they are American Citisens, sinoe I am here to take car e, 
especially those men and women born in Japan. It is my opini on that 
the commanding officer of the camp will allow me to see the m en, 
so consequently, I will try to see them. 

QUESTIONS This is the gravest concern of the residents up t o now and 
still they do not believe that the former Negotiating Com mittee has 
done everything possible for the residents, not for their o wn bene-
fits. I want you to understand that po nt. 
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ANSWERs It is not my own road to mix myself in this politioa l question 
inside the camp. My visits are specifically to see that the  living 
oondition is aooording to the International L*w, and these  other questions 
tried by the committee are more or less a politioal nature, and I am 
not supposed to bring myself in, 

QUESTION» This question is to ask you to inform the Japanese Govern-
ment that this Negotiating Committee has been detained by the Army sinoe 
November 4, 1945* 

ANS ERs I will report your request to the Spanish Ambas sador* I do 
not know if the Ambassador will report it to the Japanese Gov ernment. 
If they think it is important enough to forward it, they will . 

r 
QUESTION: VThey want you to report to Japan the fact that o ur Negotiating 
Committee has been detained by the Army from November 4. That is our 
demand. They don't wpnt shall or will business, they want y ou to 
make sure.*^ 

ANSWER: I have already said that I will approach the Em bassy that nine 
men have been detained by the Authority. I do not know if the Em-
bassy will consider it. If it is necessary they will report it to the 
Japanese Government. If they think it is not important th ey will not 
do so. 

On my visits I made reports to the Embassy about the events. 
Your reports, I suppose, have been sent to Japan. I have ma de reports 
of what I have seen and heard. The nature of the reports is abs olutely 
confidential, I am not going to say it here. 

QUESTION» They want to demand (the translator used this w ord) the 
status of the Nisei made clear, because even if they are Am erican 
oitisens they should be equal as Japanese Nationals. 

ANSWERi I have specific orders from the Embassy that the protection 
should be applied to the Japanese subjects. 

ANSWER BY STATE DEPT. REP. I would like to explain the status of the 
Nisei who have both Japanese and American oitisenship. W hen you are 
in the United States you are an American Citizen, when you ar e in Japan, 
you are a Japanese subject. When you are in Japan as Japan ese sub-
jects, the American Government does not protect you, and w hen you are 
in America as American subjeots the Japanese Government d oes not pro-
tect you or in this case the Spanish Government will not  protect you. 
You oannot by saying so throw off your American Citisenship . You must 
do a specific act such as renouncing your citisenship. But y ou oan 
do it in time of peace, but not in time of war. American subj ect 
oan throw off his oitizenship. 

QUESTION* Well, then why did the United States Government put American 
Citizen Nisei in the oamp? 

tvAN SYIER: STATE DEPT. REP.: That was done for the securit y of the United 
States in time of war. If they think I am a dangerous pers on they would 
put me in the csmp also. 

• mm 



QUESTION! They want to know whether, this is an important q uestion, 
your Honor, did you come here under the order of the Army or by  the 
request from the negotiating committee? 

ANSWERs DE AMATi Neither. I oame by the order of the Span ish Ambas-
sadors as I have said before« The two preoedent visits t hat I made 
here before was upon the request of the residents of Tule L ake, but 
this time I am here at the order of the Spanish Embassy« Fr om here I 
am going to Mansanar. 

QUESTIONS Please inform the Japanese government to take st eps to that 
to give the Amerioans interned there the same status and sa me treat-
ment as we are given here« 

Crowd disbanded at 5:50 p.m« 

Opler relates an inoident not contained in the minutes, bu t does 

not give the souroe: 

"Not recorded in these minutes is one inoident which oc-
curred during the meeting in the presence of both the Span ish 
Consul and the State Department Representative, the Hon. M r« 
Deokerbaoh« The latter was making some suggestions in a spe ech 
intended to clarify the issues« He finally proposed that t he 
old Negotiating Committee be abolished since it oould no longer 
funotion, and that the people elect by vote a new oommittee« 
One evacuee present, engrossed in the talk and not too mindfu l 
of his surroundings, applauded loudly at these points whi oh I 
dare say others present applauded inwardlyj immediately,  the 
goons present pointed to him, moved in their plaoes menac ingly, 
and yelled,  "Let* s  get that guyl" The chairman restored 
order by reminding the goons of their surroundings, the res pect 
due the officials, etc« At the conclusion of the meeting, the 
goons raoed for their prey, walking all over benches a nd tables, 
and the man who thought with his hands earlier disappeared through 
a window near his seat« The officials present (State Departm ent 
and Consul) witnessed the intimidation and attempt at vi olence, 
and oould on the strength of this as well as the arrogant to ne 
adopted by the Daihyo spokesmen, deduce the proper conclus ions« 

The meeting with the Spanish Consul and the Hon« Mr« Deoker -

baoh was regarded as a rather futile gesture by the two inf ormants 

who expressed themselves on the subject« 

^Opler's letter to Spioer, Deo. 29, 1943, p. 3. 
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Mr. Nakao said: 

"The Spanish Consul said, 'I can't do anything except to 
report to the Japanese government how things stand. 1 He said, 
! I f m here for the benefit of the Issei, the natives of Japan«', . . 
The representative from the State Apa r tmen t who was her e at that 
time, advised putting up Issei representatives."! 

Mr. Fujimoto said: 

"Anybody was invited to the meeting with the Spanish Con sul, 
It was open to the public. But the Army presided over the me etings. 
The Consul always had Captain Hartman sitting beside him. B § — . . 
couldn't say too much. All the answer the consul gave at tft &t, 
time - there wasn't anything definite said. They were all m ore 
or less suppositions and promises."^ 

r ~ A J j u ^ a . JUL*--

The lw 1  u  v ¥L li iid  n  1 1^h the Negotiating Commi|tee had if 1th the 

Spanish Consul ssful* ^Kuratomi^govo the clearest 

"We spoke with the Spanish Consul on December 13th or 14th 
in the Administration building because the people in the c olony 
requested that he see us. Colonel Austin and L>t. Forbes w ere 
present at this meeting, I believe there were nine of us ( Nego-
tiating Committee and Executive Board) present, 

"The conversation was very interesting in that we asked 
Colonel Austin for the reason of our detention. His co ntention 
was that he thought we were trouble-makers and that was the reason 
he was keeping us locked up. We asked,  f Can the Army, just because 
the commandant thinks a portion of the people are trouble-ma kers, 
can he detain us? f  He didn't make a very clear reply and had to 
think a long time, 

"We also asked what was the evidence (for their apprehe nsion 
and detention). He thought a long moment and said, 'We'll ge t 
the evidence while we keep you boys in the stockade.' 

i  y w ^ i 
¿t watvnit this meeting  .•fete-t  Kato ha6 ropoatodly told the 

,  ,,  A  ,, T „ 
er that Colonel Austin mi*do• U>e remarks "I think you are 

trouble-makers and therebyou are trouble-makers, 

"̂ R. Hankey, Notes, March, 1944, p. 13, 
2 lbld., p. 41, 

5 ib id. i  Jan, 10, 1945, p. 2« 

i  W J  ^yt  i  f^ l  . 
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"N" a&ldt 

"The Spanish Consul said, »1 can't do anything except to 
report to the Japanese government how things stand. 1 He 
said,  1  I'm here for the benefit of the Issei, the natives of 
Japan*• . . The representatives from the State Department wh o 
was here at that time, advised putting up the Issei repres entatives 

"I" said  x 

"Anybody was invited to the meeting with the Spanish Cons ul, 
It was open to the public. But the army presided over the meeti ng. 
The.  Consul always had Capt. Hartraan sitting beside him. He co uld'nt 
say too much. All the answer the consul gave at that time - the re 
wasn't anything definite said. They were all more or less s up-
positions and promises."* (B41) 

Army and Stockade Developments 

When the appeal of the Spanish Consul that the Negotiating Com-

mittee resign failed, the Army began to pick up and intern the  Block 

Representatives, the main body of the Daihyo Sha Kal. These a ttempted 

to go into hiding, but on Deoenber fLl five were pioked u p and on 

December 18, fifteen more. A census released by the Milita ry shows 

that 216 persons were in the stockade in the latter part of January. 4 

Many more had been pioked up and already released. 

As the weeks passed rumors of dissention within the stockad e began 

to trickle out, all of which were weloomed by the administr ation. In 

the latter part of December the Military Intelligence an d the Internal 

Security informed one Assistant Project Director that a n ote from 

Kuratomi had been smuggled out of the stockade in a cigaret te. The 

exact working of the message is not known, but according t o Opler it 

^Notes, Mar., p. 13 

2ibid., p. 41 

« 
Oplers letter to Spicer, Deo. 10, p. 8. 

^Census attached to Opler letter to Spicer, Feb. 2, 1944 
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been g i v en f or  t hei r  i mpr i s onment . I n any c 3 6 , t h i s ac c umul at i on 

of  gr i ev anc es pr oved t oo gr eat  t o t ake wi t hout  pr o t es t  and t he s t r i k e 

«as dec i ded upo n. P r obabl y t he bes t  ac c ount  of  t h i s s t r i k e came f r om 

a young man who had been made a Dai hyo Sha r epr es ent at i v e i n Dec ember . 

He wa s not  one of  t he l eader s and c er t a i n l y was not  a r ad i c a l  a g i t a t o r . 

I * t er  he ac c ept ed one of  t he most  d i f f i c u l t  po s i t i o ns i n t he c en t er , 

t hat  of  an o f f i c er  of  t he Co- oper at i ve a f t er  Hi t o mi ' s mur der , and was 

ex t r ao r d i n a r i l y s u c c es s f u l . Hi s account  pr obabl y appr oac hes mor e c l o s e l y 

t o t he gener a] sent i ment  of  t he s t ockade det a i nees at  t h i s t i me t han 

does t hat  of  Mr . Kat o whi ch i s quot ed l a t e r . 

"On December  24t h I  was p i c k ed up. I  t hought  t hey woul d gi ve me 

a hear i ng i mmedi at el y . For  t hr ee mont hs we d i d n ' t  have any k i nd of  

a h ear i ng . ' 

"Dur i ng a i l  t hat  t i me t her e was no t h i ng t o do . Ther e wa s no k i nd 

of  enj oyment  i n t he s t ockade . I  r ead and pl ayed Mah J o ng et c The 

whol e t h i ng woul d have been a l l  r i ght  i f  t hey had ei v en us i nd i v i dua l  
h e a r i n g s . 

"Dur i ng t hat  t i me on one oc c as i on t he Ar my came i nt o t he s t o c k ade. 

Tr oubl e ar ose because we d i dn t  keep t he s t ockade c l e a n . The L i eut enant  

got  mad and s ai d h e ' d gi ve us br ead and wat er  o n l y . We s a i d , 1 i f  

t hey ' r e goi ng t o be u n f a i r , we ' l l  go on a hunger  s t r i k e We dr ew up 

a p et i t i o n and gave i t  t o t he Mi l i t a r y Command. A f t er  t hr ee days t he 

medi c al  o f f i c er  was supposed t o check up at  r egul ar  t i mes but  he mer el y 

wal k ed t hr ough. We r eques t ed t r eat ment  f o r  a boy who was ver y s i o h but  

he d i d H' t  gi ve a n y . ' 

"The t hi r d day t he Ar my sur r ounded t he s t o c k ade. T hen, a l l  t he 

i nmat es wer e f o r c ed t o l i ne up i n t he snow f or  t hr ee ho u r s . They k i cked 

and shoved at  u s . 

(Her e t he i nf or mant  showed t he wr i t er  a l ar ge scar  on h i s l eg 

whi c h he s t at ed had been made by a k i o k . ) 

"Ther e wer e ot her  c as es l i ke t hat . Some of  t he boys wer e f o r c ed 

t o t ake f ood f r om t he bar r ac k s t o t he t r uo k s . They r e f u s ed . They wer e 

k i c k ed and beat en and made t o wor k at  t he po i nt  of  a gun. The bar r ac k s 

wer e o l ear ned of  a l l  t he f ood s t uf f  i n t hem and a n t he c i g a r e t t es . 

Ri ght  i n f r ont  of  a l l  t hese peopl e ( det a i n ees ) t he s o l di er s gave away 

t he c i gar et t es t o eac h ot her  or  t hr ew t hem away , 

"Whi l e t hey wer e s ear c h i ng t hr ough t he bar r ac k s t hey t ook money, 

a l l  k i nds of  v a l uab l es , wr  i s t  - wa t che s , f o u n t a i n pens . We r eques t ed t hese 

t h i ngs but  t hey wer e never  g i v en bac k t o u s . 

"Any how, t he hunger  s t r i k e l as t ed s i x days and t hr ee meal s . F i n a l l y 

t hey dec i ded t o abandon t he hunger  s t r i k e beoause of  a s p l i t  wi t h i n t he 
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s t o o k ade� 

"Ano t her  t h i n g , 7 r eques t ed t he Ar my t o gi ve me t he OK t o r un a 

mo t i o n p i o t ur e i n t he s t o o k ade. The Ar my gave me p er mi s s i o n , but  I  

Bound out  t hat  Huycka r ef us ed t o l oan t he mot i on p i c t ur e p r o j e c t o r . The 

pr o j ec t o r  d o e s n ' t  bel o ng t o t he CAS an y h o s , i t  bel ongs t o one of  t he 

ot her  men. But  Huycke r e f u s ed , s t a t i ng t hat  we wer e j a i l  b i r d s or  t o 

t hat  e f f e c t . " l / 

The ac c ount  of  Mr . K at o , a member  o f  t he Nego t i a t i ng Co mmi t t ee, 

f o l l o ws : 
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called for two actions; 

(1) The calling of a general strike« 

(2) The transmission of orders to organize the female 
contingent, the wives and acquaintances of those incarcera ted* 

M e the r this message reached the colonists is not known. If 

it or other messages were smuggled out, there is no indicati on 

that they called for any other action than maintaining the st atus quo. 

The December Hunger Strike . . _ 

r 
I On December 31 the internees began a hunger strike in pro test 1 

against treatment by the Army. The Army  *  s version of this strike 

was not made public. The most coherent account comes from Mr, KatoJ 

a member of the Negotiating Committee. It appears that t he precipi-
-

tating cause was a disagreement between the officer in char ge of 

the stockade and the internees in the matter of keeping th e stockade 

clean. The officer held that the stockade was filthy and the 

internees retorted that they were given no cleaning mate rials. 

When some of the most aggressive Japanese complained, they w ere 

placed in a separate stockade and housed in tents. (Tho wr i t e r— 

lmawa bkojte mws pnrsorifll  1  y and ^trnn.^ly supports thai Lliu language 

jja^-^rggd to fc&a^Army was not conc  11 jat.nryj  to aay  1  rmm 1  r) 
Thereupon, the internees in the main stockade refused to a nswer 

% 
roll call. The officer in charge put them on a bread and water 

diet and removed all foodstuffs and cigarettes. In Kato' s words: 

"Naturally, the people in the stockade got really burned up . 
They wanted to know the reason they were put in the stockad e in 
the first place," 

It should be kept in mind that many persons now in the* stoc kade 

had had little or no connection with the Dalhyo Sha and had n ever 

"^Opler's letter to Spicer, Dec. 29, 1943, p. 7. 

«1. rt . /VV^.J Zju^t If l i f t  Io,  7 , 
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"We asked for brooms, buckets and mops and we couldn't get 
them* The sanitation was terrible. They wouldn't give us any 
disinfectant for the lavatory. How can we clean the barrack s? 
W© asked Lt. Shaner for them. 

"On December 30 I really talked to the Army and gave them  a 
piece of my mind. I said I didn't know the United States Army 
was like this. Lt. Shaner got burned up. He brought in 18 sol diers 
and told me to pack up. He put me in the bull-pen again (the tent 
stockade). Mr. Tsuda went also. He was the head of the mess 
division (in the stockade) and had complained about the f ood. All 
we had gotten to eat was carrots and rice for many days. 

"When Mr. Tsuda and I were put in the bull-pen a lot of peopl e 
in there wished us to be returned to stockade again. Mr, Mori 
tried to negotiate with L t . Shaner. Shaner premised he wo uld 
return us if they cleaned out the barracks and the yard. He ga ve 
them a broom and a bucket. They went ahead and cleaned the bar -
racks and the yard the best they can. Then Mr. Mori went agai n 
to Shaner saying that they were clean. Shaner refused again . 

"The people then said, 'In that case we won't go out for rol l 
call.' Everybody refused to go out unless we were returne d. 
Uchida wanted us released from the bull pen. The Army said  he 
acted a little fresh and they brought him to the bull pen on 
December 31. He didn't even bring a blanket or a mattress so 
both of us had to sleep in one cot. 

"Then Lt, Shaner stated that as a punishment (for not answer ing 
roll) everybody in the stockade will receive just bread an d water* 
They brought in a truck and the Army took out all the foo dstuffs 
and all the cigarettes. These foodstuffs had been collect ed and 
brought in by the residents as Christmas gifts and New Yea r's 
presents. Other things were stolen also, including money, 

"Naturally, the people in the stockade got really burned 
up. They wanted to know the reason they were put in the stoc kade 
in the first place. To express their sincerity, they want ed to 
go on a hunger strike as a last resort." 

Accordingly the internees wrote out the following documen t 

which was signed by 202 persons, almost everyone in the stoc kade: 

We the undersigned have solemnly vowed to undergo hunger s trike 
until such time as everyone here in the Stockade is released b ack 
to the colony simultaneously and unconditionallyI 

As of supper, December 31, 1943 
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Kato continued, betraying another of the underlying causes 

for the strike? 

"It was the only way of showing the people on the outside 
(in the camp) how much we were suffering. Most of them (intern ees 
didn't know why they were put in. (Many persons did not know  why 
they had been imprisoned. R. K.) 

"On January 2.1 was questioned by the FBI regarding the hunge r 
strike. The FBI asked me why we were on the hunger strike  *  I 
didn't know the facts because I was in the bull pen. When we  saw 
they weren't eating, we didn't eat either, M 

(This is no doubt true, since the bull-pen was just across 

the road from the main stockade.) 

"Thirty minutes later we were retransferred to the stockad e 
again. On Jaunary 6 Mr. Tsuda conferred with Captain Har tman and 
on the same day we began to eat at 8%45 p.m. 

The writer asked Kato why the strike had been continued after 

he, Uchida and Tsuda had been returned to the main stockade. He 

replied: 

"They kept on the hunger strike because they wished to be 
released unconditionally. 

What the representatives of the FBI told the Army which 

brought about the return of the three men to the main stockad e is 

not known. The actual strike was ended as the result of a con-

ference between Captain Hartman and Mr. Tsuda, who convin ced the 

other internees that they should abandon it. 

Several other internees gave their reasons for striking i n 

less coherent fashion. They should be included here however , 

because the motives for the strike were no doubt a jumble o f 

various grievances, heaped upon the basic desire to get out of 

the stockade: 

XR. Hankey, Notes, Sept. 15, 1944, pp. 7 - 8 . 
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7 T I _ /O 
(]A The calling of a general strike. 
7 ]  /I / / 
(¡2) the transmission <tf orders to organise Jhe femaW continge nt/ 

the wires and acquaintances of those incarcerated. / 

Whether this message Reached the colonists is not kn^wn. If it 

or other messages were smuggled out, there is nb indication that they 

oalled for any other aotiorf than maintaining th® status qu o. 
/ / / 

On Deoember 31 the ixfternees began a hunger strike in pro test 

against treatment by the Apy . The Army's version of tlfis st rike was 

riot made public.. However, several internees explained and described 

\  L 
/the strike s^^ollowst 

"The reason why we went on a hunger strike was because the 
Army boys stole our shirts, gloves, fountain pens, and even 
earlio, while we stood out in the snow for about three hou rs. 
I think they took about $1,000 worth, of oouroe, this is a 
guess. So we took an agressive stand and said that isn't i t a 
shame for men of the Army, the most responsible men who are 
now backing America in this war, to steal people's things and 
doesn't it spoil the history of U. S. They took an i*f»Ji ate 
retaliatory step by food. They threw loaves of bread into t he 
gate - giving an attitude that bread and water was good 
Snough for ul. This is the first time we had real unity with in 
the stockade. All were very indignant, I think there isn't a 
single thing that cannot be fulfilled if one has a strong wi ll 

and determination. 11 

"The whole thing started Just because we refused to appear 

for roll oall. 

"Chief reason, of course was beoause two men laughed duri ng 
roll call. They weren't laughing at the officer calling the roll, 
but were laughing at some men who were loading cartons of to -
baooo, I think. These men happened to be of extra small »tat ure 
and they were really a comical sight juggling with a piled sta ck 
cf cartons in an attempt to load it. Well, just because these 
two laughed they were segregated into another tent. This hap-
pened on the 30th. We refused roll oall unless these two we re 
released. Thereupon, the Army took this bread-and-water- if-
gcod-enough-for- you attitude. On the 31st, I think, Army  men 
gave in and said that if we appear for roll oall these two will 
be released and they were released but as we said before we were 
left out in the snow while the Army boys searched our entire 
barracks, and took many of our belongings. On the 31st th ese 
two returned but we still refused to go out for roll o* l l .Th « 
Army said, "All right, we have plenty of soldiers. And they 
brought out some 300 soldiers so we had to go out for roll 
oall. Our punishment continued to be bread and water. 

Opler's letter to Spioer, Deo. 29, p.7. 



"As Japanese we couldn't just concede to the Army»® mean 
attitude like this so we took the same stand. •Let*« not eat. '" 1 

"Of oourse, prime motive of the hunger strike was one way 
of trying to clear up the inoident in the center; they though t, 
beoause negotiations within the stookade, some were trans ferred 
to other tents just beoause they laughed or talked too much . 
We couldn't tell what was what. The strike continued fo r about 
a week, but it didn't affeot any lives." 2 

Later it was rumored that the internees had taken fruit and 

vitamin pills into the stookade with them to fortify themsel ves in case 

of a hunger strike. A stookade internee when informed of th is said: 

Shimiau: Even during the hunger strike, I didn't know tha t 
some men ate food beoause I was Just sleeping and barely l iving 
on water. I couldn't believe that people who weren't so yo ung 
and peogle who were supposed to be responsible men did such a 
thing. 

A soldier gave an interesting but fragmentary account of an in-

oident whioh preceded the hunger strike; taking place on D ecember SO 

or 311 

"One of the men in the stookade answered a soldier baok, 
telling him, 'You wouldn't be so brave if you didn't hav e a gun. 
If you didn't have that gun I'd kill you.' 4 The soldier told 
this boy to get over into the tent stookade, where, as th e 
narrator said, 'It was oolder than blazes.' 'And,' added th e 
soldier, 'any of the rest of you who want to go with him just 
step forward.* All fifty or so Japanese standing about ste pped 
forward. The two tents oould not accomodate so many men.  'Get 
baok there, you 's,' said the soldier.' 5 

When the news of this hunger strike filtered out to the oolo ny 

it oaused great concern among the relatives and friends o f those interned. 

The writer was not able to reoord any satisfactory attitude s from 

evaouees intimately concerned. 

^Report of the informal interview of the Responsible Men o f Various 
Divisions with the detained stookade Internees, Jaiu 1 4, 1944, pp. 8,9. 

2ibid., Deo. IS, 1943, p.S. 

3ibid., Feb.5, 1944, p.4. 

*The young man's words were repeated to me by Robertsons 

5Notes, Maroh, p. 43. 



Evidently some of the unapprehended members of the Daihy o 

Sha Kai or staunoh supporters did attempt to start a oamp w ide hunger 

strike in sympathy with the internees. How this was reoei ved by is 

frankly related by two informants, the former a strong Dglh yo Sha Kai 

supporter* 

"N"i 

Some of the fellows put in the stookade reoeived rough 
treatment. So they said, «We're going on a hunger strike. 1 

That was January 1 or Deoember 31. That leaked out. So the 
fellows itill standing for status quo oame around to eaoh bl ook 

in the morning and said, 'We are going on a hunger strike.* 
But at that time most of the blook representatives had n ot been 
pulled in. (Perhaps about half were still free, 22 having b een 
apprehended in mid-December. R. H.) They had a meeting and  oame 
baok to eaoh blookand said, »None of this is official.' So 
the hunger strike did not go into practice in the oolony. " 1 

"I n said  t 

"Then also at that time they had a Seoond Negotiating Commi ttee 
that wanted us to go on a hunger strike. That didn't last lon g. 
Everybody ignored it altogether. They sent people to the blo ok 
representatives to try to influence the people. The blooks 
were to go on a hunger strike. The people ignored the Seoond 
Negotiating Committee. 

The hunger strike in the stookade was brought to a conclusion 

by Captain Hartman who called out one of the internees, Mr. Tsuda, 

and oonvinoed him that the strike should end. Tsuda went ba ok and 

talked the other internees into abandoning it. 

As the period of deadlock drew on into six weeks the army b egan 

to find its position increasingly embarrassing. The colon ists stub-

bornly refused to elect a new negotiating body. There was no indioation 

that they would ever approaoh the Army in an attempt to sett le the 

situation. Spioer described the position of the Army as follows» 

1ibid., p. 13 
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A young nisei girl remarked that when this suggestion was 

made the people said: 

" TVhat would the bachelors do? What would the babies do? n l 

As the period of deadlock drew on into six weeks the Army 

began to find its position increasingly embarrassing. T he colo-

nists stubbornly refused even to consider the election of a new 

negotiating body. There was no indication that they would ev er 

approach the Army in an attempt to settle the situation, S picer 

described the position of the Army as follows: 

R. Hankey, Notes, Aug. 24, 1944, p. 4. 



"The army did not went it (control of oamp), because thei r 
job was to fight war, they said. As soon as the Army had move d 
into the oenter it found i V j shortcomings. The Army leader s 
found out that the M. P.'s were lacking in ability and train ing 
badly in coping with the situation like that. The Department 
of Justice refused to take it over because of legal technical ities. 
It was held that the center would be considered as an internm ent 
oamp if the Department of Justice took it over. And the Amer ican 
oitisens of Japanese ancestry oould not be interned." 

RISE OF THE COUNTS*-PAIHYO SHA KAI GROUP - THE COORDINA TING COMMITTEE^ 

Two factors were of the utmost importance in the developm ent of 

the oounter-Paihye Sha Kai or the opposition group. These we re the 

constant and unfailing encouragement given by the Admini stration and 

the Army and the fact that most of the Daihyo Sha leaders and bl ook 

representatives had, by mid-December, been arrested and c onfined in 

the stockade. With the Negotiating Committee and its mos t ardent 

supporters out of the *ay, it was comparatively safe to pro oeed. 

Even so, the step took oourage, for any opposition group wa s bound to 

be considered inu and bring abuse and possible assault upo n itself. 

« The Advisory Council, the administrative body first cont emplated 

in early October, represented the Administration in this d elicate 

task. It had been loosely reorganized directly after the i ncident 

of November 4 and functioned first of all as an advisory  council 

to Mr. Best. Opler says: "It was organised to keep Pest on t he beam, 

for me to get help in dealing with the Administration." 2 In the 

large turnover which took place among the appointed person nel after 

the incident, several members left and were eventually rep laced by 

Robertson, Head of Operations, Blaok, Head of Community M anagement, 

Markhim, Reports Officer, and McNeil, Head of Community Enterprises. 

*X*s Sociological Journal, Mar. 13, 1944, p. 6. 

2Notes, Mar., p. 89. 



This body took over completely the task of reinstituti ng 

rapport with the oolonists. On December 11 they contact ed the first 

group of Japanese, representatives from the Civic Organis ations, a 

body on the 1NRA payroll whose duty it is to oo-ordinate and facilitate 

relations between the block managers and the administrati on. Two former 

Tuleans, Mr. William Mayeda and Mr. Prank Furakawa and t wo newcomers, 

Mr. Shimada of Rohwer and Mr. Namekawa represented this g roup. 

These men gave their opinion of the incident and the Negoti ating Com-

mittee, a view whioh agreed in all major points with that he ld by the 

Administration. Their account is freely transcribed from Opler's let-

ter of Deoember 20: 

The recent trouble had arisen because the "Jerome factio n", al-

so oalled the Kai-Kuratomi clique, had come to Tule Lake orga nized. 

This clique was also supported by and under pressure from a strong 

arm bunqh from Jerome and that the leadership clique carrie d out the 

orders of this group "below it." The colonists were support ing the 

interned members of the Daihyo Sha's ward representatives, for although 

many colonists disagreed with the methods of the Committee , they had 

eleoted and seven had been thrown in as •specialists', am ong the lat-

ter being the President and the Vice-President." Afte r November 4, 

as its members were picked up, the committee augmented its elf. "They 

eleoted seven men and then put seven others in to watch them . The 

Committee was a minority representation from the start, but there was 

nothing to counteract them with. There were a lot of people f rom 

Tule Lake who didn't like to be left out of it, but when all t he 

'black sheep' came into this camp, we were made to understa nd we 

oouldn't have self-government, and even the Planning Boa rd which isn't 



•  government 1 anyway, was broken up". When asked why the oolony did 

not take steps, the representatives of Civio Organizati on pointed out 

that terrorism was fearedt "A lot of people would spea k up during the 

day, but they have to sleep in the colony at night; it would be different 

if we didn't have to live there." 1 

Oplers conclusions from this conference weres 

(1) The Committee (Dalhyo Sha Kai) was a minority faotion. 
(2) Though a minority they exercised control by virtue 

of the fact that they had been elected, regardless 
of the methodsi people felt they must be responsible 
for those in the military compound• "It was the prinoipl e 
of the thing." 

(3) Besides this, terroristio groups were making use of t he 
situation to prolong the incident.* 

^ J j Some of the statements of this group are open to critic ism. 

^Y discounting the unrepresentative character of the men gi ving the 

JU-^x information, the statement that the Committee was " a minority re-

presentation with nothing to counteract them with" is a mis representation, 
La /» AI»̂  

Support of the Negotiating Committee was general.* No evi denoe has 

been produced which shows that the Jerome group came alread y organised 

or that Kai and Kuratomi were dominated "from below." The una nimous 

strike, the large attendance at the funeral and the demons tration of 

November 1, showed the fact that the hiding leaders were no t be-

trayed, the six months popular resistance to the acceptance of any 

other body of representatives, and the unmistakable publi o refusal to 

eleojb a new Representative Committee in May, 1944 creat es a body of 

evidence impossible to ignore. The effects of the fear of terrorism 

are exaggerated. It is inconceivable that terrorists alon e could be 

-̂Freely transcribed from Ople-'s letter, ibid, pp. 5,6, 

2ibld., pp. 6,7. 

*See pp. for confirmation by many informants. 
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The picture which these four Japanese presented to the 

Advisory Council is fundamentally correct although certa in state-

ments are open to criticism or should be enlarged upon. Th at Kai 

and Kuratomi came to Tule Lake with a group of supporters is 

almost certain. However, that this group was possessed o f more 

than a very loose type of organization is very doubtful a nd that 

the trouble arose because of this "organized" group is qui te false. 

These four antl-Dalhyo Sha men were expressing a rationaliz ation 

that became widespread among the camp residents later: th at Kai 

and Kuratomi were responsible for the November difficultie s and 

had forcibly led an unwilling misguided populace into mise ry and 

confusion. The history of the development of the trouble has 

shown that this explanation of the phenomenon is very super ficial; 

had not Kai and Kuratomi stepped forward, someone else, ver y 

likely Mr. Takahashi, would have been pushed into the saddle by 

the tremendous force of public pre ssure for action and wou ld have 

become the scape-goat. 

The statement that "Kai and Kuratomi were dominated from 

below*" requires some elucidation. The "strong-arm bunch" or 

rather, one of the strong-arm groups in camp certainly supp orted 

them and also exerted great pressure upon them. However, i t was 

not a matter of the leadership clique taking orders from the 

"Group below" so much as the fact that the leaders had great 

difficulty controlling their "boys", as they are usuall y called, 

and keeping them in line. As an example, Kai and Kuratomi mi ght 

be pictured as the inexperienced drivers of a poorly broken t eam: 

the horses did not turn their heads around and tell them wha t to 

do; instead, they pulled the reins loose and raced the driv ers to 

de struction* 
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The explanation of the support of the Dalhyo Sha is excelle nt 

although the remarks on the methods of selecting the com mittee are 

inaccurate. Indisputably the committee was a minority repr esenta-

tion but the circumstances were such that counter-action on the 

part of any individual or group was utterly impossible, sup port 

appeared general because no one dared to oppose the Alond ewl We 

have to sleep in the colony at night* w This paradoxical situation^ 

the appearance of strong support of a minority, coupled wi th a 

fear of non-conformity which is so great that it cannot be app re-

ciated unless a person has lived in a camp at a time like thi s 

is very difficult t s ^ a r w i . The four Japanese apparently 

impressed the Administration with a picture of a helpless p opulace 

scared to death by a small group of terrorists, a concept w hich 

the Administration was very eager to accept since it justif ied 

many of their actions. However, this shows only a part of the 

sociological situation. The people, or a large segment of the 

population, not the "minority leaders", set up the standar ds of 

behavior. The basic motivations of the standards are sel dom 

verbalized. Fundamentally, they are an emotional and unrea soning 

hatred of the Administration, a powerful sense of group pe rsecution 

and the accompanying notion that the Japanese should stick t ogether 

against the appointed personnel; when to these prevaili ng camp 

attitudes a situation of almost pathological excitement, such as 

that which existed in late October and November of 1943 is ad ded, 

the idea of open opposition to the leaders who have initia ted 

action against the despised Administration, or of withdraw ing 

support from them when they have been arrested,is almost in conceiv-

able. People in such a state of juind are easily regimented. The 
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leaders may not have represented the will of the people , their 

actions may have been motivated by a selfish desire for pe rsonal 

prestige. Still, to state these facts openly or worse yet, to go ) 

and tell the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a traitorous offense of the fi rst 

magnitude. The punishment of being branded as inn (stool-p igeon) 

during a period of such tension would be risked only by men o f 

tremendous courage or tremendous callousness. Although th e example 

is by no means identical, the reader may increase his underst anding 

of the situation by imagining himself in an internment camp in 

Japan and picture himself as betraying a "minority group" of 

fellow American internees, "agitating" leaders, to the J apanese 

authorities. It is this situation, pictured very Inadequa tely 

here, which caused the "terrorism" in Tule Lake during thi s period. 

That some people feared the violence of the "tough-boys" is true. 

But infinitely greater was the fear of becoming known as a d og. 

It was only when this tension had greatly decreased, that cri ticism 

which many people had felt but which they had not dared to expr ess, 

began to be heard. Then, it not infrequently took the form o f 

denying any sympathy with or even knowledge of the aims of th e 

Dalhyo Sha Kai, the informant conveniently forgetting hi s state 

of mind in late October. Even Mr. Furakawa, who was one of t he 

men who worked with the Advisory Committee at this time, admi tted 

to the writer that In October he and the other block manage rs 

felt the same way as the Dalhyo 3ha In the "improvement of food 
i  

and maintenance. They, looked forward to improvements. L ike me -

I'd rather eat some thing better than beans if I could get it." 1 

R. nankey, Notes. Jan. Q, 1945, p. !• 
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With these intelligent, conservative men, members of the ve sted 

employment interests, who now felt it safe to criticize a nd denounce 



responsible for the stubborn six months support of the Ne gotiating 

Committee* 

The Administration's willingness to belive these men is u nder-

standable, since their statements, if correct, justified the policy 

followed during October and November. Moreover, with this a nti-Daihyo 

Sha Kai group, represented by these men and by the heads of th e Co-

operative, lay the Administration's most obvious hope of breaking the 

status quo, and bringing about colony organization and a return to 

normal conditions whieh, it was hoped, would be followed b y the 

withdrawal of the irksome Army rule. 

After the Co-operative's suooessful defianoe of the D ft ihyo Sha 

Kai, meetings between small groups of Japanese and the Ad visory Council 

were held almost daily. Ways and means of breaking the deadlo ck were 

discussed. Most prominent among the Japanese were Messrs. S himada, 

Namekawa, Furakawa, Mayeda and Naydo of the Civic Orga nisations, and 

Akitsuki, Yamatani, Ikemoto and Iiitomi of the Co-operativ e Enterprises; 

Kawaii of Housing and Takahashi, the prominent member of t he Daihyo 

Sha also took an active part. The Administration, anxious t o break 

the deadlock, made the very most of these contacts. Meanwhi le, the 

army oontinued to arrest people,  Tf inuoh to the satisfaction of the 

opposition groups. 

Some of the individuals named above volunteered the names o f 

people whom they labeled as trouble makers. The Administra tion and 

the Army looked upon it as a hopeful sign that the colonists we re 

beginning to be willing to transmit information to the offi cials. 

However, as was later to be proved all too clearly, these me n were not 

typical of the large number of colonists. Dr. Opler and Ca ptain Hart®a 

•̂Community Analyst's Letter, Deo. 29, 1943, p. 4. 
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Interpretation was stated as follows; 

"These names, furnished by more than one group without solic i-
tation, indicates that the colonists are beginning to get certain 
people's numbers and are in the mood to transmit that info rmation 
both from group to group in the colony, and more significan tly to 
Caucasian officialdom. The Army Intelligence ufficer, C apt. 
xi art man, reports the same tendency for people in the colon y to 
point the finger, which he says, »is most unusual for Japane se, 
who detest informers and suspect officials. 1 Thus the village 
is moving ahead to a breaking of the deadlock imposed by the 
Dalhyo Shas by pointing the finger at particular individual s. m1 

Simultaneously the Co-op and the Civic Organizations are 

said to have supported the organization of a counter goon-s quad, 

which Opler describes as a strong arm opposition group of ab out 

500 young men "supported by the more moderate and thought ful 

elements in the Center." These young men planned to go in a 

body to the headquarters of the Negotiating Committee and r equest 

that the remaining members of the Negotiating Committee and the 

Daihyo Sha Kai resign. 2 The writer is strongly inclined to view 

\ 
these statements as braggadocio. Certain young men perha ps enjoyed 

visualizing themselves in this dramatic activity, but  it is most 

unlikely that they had any serious intentions of carrying ou t their 

There is a startling difference between the opinion of Dr . 

Opler on these men who contacted the Administration and t he opinions 

of the majority of evacuee informants during this perio d. The 

attitude which seems particularly attractive to ^r. Opl er, i. e., 

that these men felt that Tule Lake was not really the plac e for 

them, would damn them with the ordinary colonist. "Tule Lake ,* 

said most residents, "is no place for people who feel like  that." 

Opler states: 

"Mr. Mayeda is here simply because his parents appealed to 
him to remain with them because their other son had 'forsak en them. 1 

¿ibid. 
2 6pler 1 s letter to Spicer, Dec. 29, pp. 4, 5. 

v threats 
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Since that time, they have finally come around to agreemen t that 
Tule Lake is no place for him, Mr, Furakawa is also here simply 
because of family reasons; as the father of five young chil dren, 
and the sole support of aged parents, he feels he cannot go 
elsewhere and relocate; his father intends to die in Japan , 
Mr, Shimada likewise seems to have regrets about 
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Interpretation was stated as follows* 

These names, furnished by mori than one group without 
solicitation, indicates that the cdlonists are beginning  to get 
oertaii people's nuinbers and are in\ the mood to transmit t hat 
information both frdp group to grout in the oolony, and mor e 
significantly to Caucasian officialdom. The Army Intel ligence 
offioer* Capt. Hartmah, reports the same tendency for peo ple 
in the oblony to point the finger, whioh he says, "is most 
unusual for Japanese, *ho detest informers and suspeot officials. 
Thus the village is moving ahead to a breaking of the deadlo ok 
imposed by the Daihyo Shas by pointing the finger at particul ar 
individual A. \ \ 

\ \ \ 
Simultaneously the Co-op and the Civic Organisations suppo rted 

\ \ 

the organisation ot\ a oounter goon-squad, which Opler des oribes as a 

strong arm opposition group of abput 600 young men "supporte d by the 

more moderate and thoughtful elements in the Center." The se young 

men planned to go in a body to the headquarters  of,  the Negotiating 

Committee and request that the remaining members of\the N egotiating 

Committee and the Daihyo Sha Kal resign\ 2 There is a startling dif-

ference between the opinion of Dr. Opler\>n these men w*\o c ontacted 

the Administration and the opinions of the majority of ev ^ouee in-

formants. The attitude whioh seems particularly attract ive\to Dr. 

Opler, i. e., that these men felt that Tule Lake was not real ^r the 

\  *  \ \ 
place for them, would damn them with the ordinary colonist . "Tule 
Lake", said most residents is no ¿lace for people who feel like ttat." 

\ \ \ 
Opler states» \ \ 

\ \ \ 
Mr. Mayeda is here simply because his parents appealed to \ 

him to remain with them beoause\their other son h^d "forsake n \ 
them." Since that time, they haVe finally come around to agr ee-J 
ment that Tule Lake is no place f W him. Mr. Puraka^a is also 
here simply beoause of family reasbnsj as the father \ f fiv e 
young children, and the sole supportxof aged parents, K^ feels 
he cannot go elsewhere and relocatej his father intends to die 
in Japan. Mr. Shimada likewise seems to have regrets about 

Hbid. 

20pler f s letter to Spioer, Deo. 29, pp. 4,5. 



coming to Tula Lakej he was made a block representative in tha 
Negotiating Committee) he resigned beoauae he thought the m ethods 
of the group were undemocratic and their goals open to sus picion 
whereupon the blook read in the washroom a number of oharg es 
against him, inoluding the familiar one of inu. 

Takahashi has the respeot of the Co-op, Civic Org* and the 
opposition groups and has in the past, opposed the Kai-K uratomi, 
or dominant olique, within the Kaihyos. He is uniformly de s-
cribed as a man of good education, courage, and excellent 
reputation throughout the colony who was brought into the D aihyo*e 
organisation to lend his prestigej he opposed the Kai facti on 
throughout though without effect, but did not resign like Yamatani 
and Shimada.* 

This description should be given oareful attention, for it was 

men with this background who formed the nucleus and muoh of t he body 

of the opposition group. The Civic Organisations grou p, the Divisional 

Responsible Men, and the officers of the Co-operative were , for the 

most part, old residents of Tule Lake. In a sense they repr esented 

vested groups. Their positions implied considerable pre stige. Before 

segregation they had been in the habit of oooperating with the Ad-

ministration, and, as Opler points out, some of them were undecided 

as to whether they ought to remain in Tule Lake. In point o f view, 

background, and in anticipation of the future, no great er contrast to 

men like Kai, Kuratomi and the nuoleus of the Daihyo Sha Kai c ould 

have been found. 

Evacuee informants, whether they are pro-Daihyo Sha, anti-

Daihyo Sha, or neutral, have nothing but contempt for thes e men. The 

mention of their names provokes sneers, knowing smiles, an d uncompli-

mentary remarks. Two informants began to discuss certain o f them in 

the middle of a verbatim statements 

Ijbid., Deo. 10, p.4. 

^ibid., Deo. 29, p. 6. 
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Mr. Kurihara, never a supporter of the Kaihyo Sha Kai or a goss ip said 

of Yamatanis 

"My profession is public acoountant. I nearly sent Yamat ani 
to jail for defrauding the company of HO.OOO.OO. 1 

"N", a somewhat pro-Daihyo Sha told the following story of M r. Yamatanii 

"Y amatani, why when I was a kid in Terminal Island we had 
a Japanese Co-operative Fish Cannery. He was a member of t his 
cannery, a share holder. He broke it up into bankruptcy. T hen 
he came back to Santa Maria Valley, he and Miyake and Kono. 

They had a farm together and filed bankruptcy again. A guy 
like that shouldn't be a buyer for a fish market or anythi ng. 1,2 

About Takahashi, "N" had the following tale. Two other inf ormants 

have told the same story in less detail. 

This is what I've heard. After the Negotiating Committee 
a oertain man, let's oall him X (Bill later gave me his name), 
wrote out a petition in English, stating that these nine peop le 
were not legally elected. He sent this to blocks 16 and 17 and 
said to please sign this paper. He was turned down very harshl y. 
If you work for the project here, you'd find he's the key man. 
He's standing pretty high now, and has the confidence of the 
Administration*« 

"Y", a kibei, remarked while disoussing why Takahashi wa s not 

beaten for his activities  t 

"He's an old man and is going to die soon anyway. 

So widely and cordially are these men despised that it is m ost 

improbable that they ever represented a significant eleme nt in the 

colony. The attitudes of strong Daihyo Sha supporters hav e not been 

quoted or considered in drawing these conclusions. On Dece mber 23, 

the Co-op and the Civic Organisations mimeographed and oir oulated 

widely through the oolony the minutes of the meeting with th e Spanish 

^Notes, Mar., p. 15 

2ibid., p. 12. 

Sibid. 

4Notes, May 22, p. 1. 



165 A. 

Although these men were hated and despised with fury by a 

large proportion of the colonists, it should be pointe d out that 

odd as it may seem, many of these views were shared by the peo ple 

who denounced them. They were in the extremely peculiar p osition 

of attempting to improve the very miserable condition of th e 

center, when most of the people wished for relief but were n ot 

willing to pay the price of relief. For this philanthroph y they 

received no gratitude. Most of the residents at this time we re 

probably to be found between the two extreme points of vie w - the 

radical Daihyo Sha on the one hand and the ultra-conserv ative 

Co-op and Civic Organizations in the other. However, to ga in 

relief from the oppressive discomfort of Army rule by approa ching 

the WRA in a conciliatory matter was a method v&iich the great 

majority of the people was not yet emotionally ready to sto mach. 

Once the deed was accomplished, most were ready to take ad vantage 

of the improved situation. Yet, for leading the movement wh ich 

was looked upon as a surrender, these men were never forgive n. 

Although there were some men of evil repute in this "Quisli ng 

Group * the writer is convinced that the intentions of most of them 

were sincere, that they had justified their action to them selves, 

and that they probably had the eventual good of the people at m ore 

closely at heart than the leaders of the Daihyo Sha. Moreov er, 

most of them had no intention of assisting the WRA or the Ar my. 

They wished to relieve the plight of their fellow Japanes e. That 

they were regarded as collaborationists was almost inevit able, 

but it was for the most part an injustice. Mr. Furakawa expr essed 

himself to the writer as follows; (The Co-ordinating Com mittee, 

of which he speakg, was the organization which eventually wa s 
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appointed to lead the "back to normalcy" movement and cons equently« 

bore the chief brunt of public opprobrium,) 
| 

"When the back to work movement started, we told the colonel , 
that we don't want anything to do with the Administration o r the 
Army, CDuring those dark moments of camp life many people with 
children, they had no shoes, no money, no clothing. Some of the 
children were beginning to go barefooted. The camp condit ion was 
crit ical^ 

"Seeing things like that, the Co-ordinating Committe e was 
organized. We were doing something for the people. That was n't 
a thing like the other organization (Daihyo Sha). 

"The motive of the Co-ordinating Committee - realizing th e 
unfortunate status of the people - there was only one way to  brirg 
the people back to normal conditions to put them back to work . 
The Co-ordinating Committee at the beginning was all the th ing 
beared on. When (they) stepped into the picture, they put the ir 
lives at stake. 

* ^ ^ (The last statement above is scarcely an exaggeration. ) — " 

"You see, we had very little support when we started that 
thing. Although the Co-ordinating Committee was supporte d by all 
the working people, that is a very little percentage of the people 
in this center. And even so, all the working people were not 
supporting the Co-ordinating Committee  . 11 • 1 

On December 23, the Co-op and the Civic Organizations mime o- I 

graphed and circulated widely through the camp the minut es of the [ 

meeting with the Spanish 

•l 

1 ibid., Jan. 8, 1945, p. 3, 
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Consul, a ¡gesture intended to dl.or.dit the Dalhyo She Kal . Opl.r 

states  t 

"Both groups (Co-op and Civic Org.) agreed that thefoilowi ng 
statement of the State Department  r e p r e B e n t a t i v e  would further 
di.oredlt the Dalhyo 8has, sinoe some people In the oolony wished 
t o % b a c k t o Japan as s o m a. feasible. "The dispute of the 
T u l a  Lake Camp will definitely hold up this exchange of nation als. 

The writer noted no evidence that the dissemination of the se 

minutes played a part in discrediting th. Dalhyo Shsu 

The first opposition group me.tlng for which minutes are av ailable 

was a meeting of the Divisional Responsible Men of those di visions 

still funotioning under th. statu, quo held on January 7. R epresentatives 

from the Packing Shed, th. Coal Crew, Maintenance, Tim. Keeping, Pay-

roll and Accounting, Placement, Co-operative, Civic Orga nizations. 

Housing, Clothing Unit, Hospital, Construction, Mess M anagement, 

Warehouse, and the Oarage attended. Colon.l Austin, Lie utenant Forbes, 

Mr. Best and Mr. Huyok. attended. Colon.l Austin made an addr ess in 

whioh he said in parti 

"Th. Army Is interested, as you people are, in this oolony 
returning to a normal condition. The Majority of the people 
are  interested " p e a c e f u l orderly existence. You people are 
in a position to take some responsibility In thls regard ^ s -
¿¡oh as you know and have been working on the various Jobs. 

"Obviously after a period such a. you have gone through,  w. 
must not .tart full speed. You have to build ^gradually. 
X think you realise thl. and must bear this in mind in you r 

disousslon today. 1,2 

Byron Akitsuk., who was serving as secretary to the Co-op 

at thl. time, wa. elected chairman. He then addressed th . assemblage 

stating that th. purpo.e of th. meeting was to oonsid.r th. existing 

situation. 16,600 colonists had suffered b.oause of the po litloal 

^Community Analyst's Letter. Deo. 29, 1945, p. 4. 

2Minutes of th. Special Meeting of the Divisional Heads of th e Tule 

Lake WRA Projeot, Jan. 7, 1944, p. 1. 



conflicts negleot and "blindness of a minority* This meet ing had been 

oalled to find a solution to the present unhappy situat ion* 

Mr* Shlmada then spoke, explaining that he had gotten perm ission 

from Colonel Austin to meet with the Daihyo Sha Kai on Januar y 5* How-

ever, at the appointed time, Mr* Kozura of the Daihyo Sha did not ap-

pear giving illness as his exouse and Mr* Kataoka acting in his be-

half stated that without a responsible person to conduct the meeting 

they oould not very well proceed* Said Mr* Shimodat 

"In my opinion we certainly cannot rely on these Daihyo 
Shas* Even the Administration and the Army authorities fee l the 
same* Colonel Austin therefore pointed out that various div ision 
heads should be the only souroe whereby solution oan be atta ined. 
Mr* Kozuma heard of the formation and intentions of the "goon 
squad" described on p* 161 and deoided that discretion was the 
better part valor* 

Mr* Naido then suggested that a resolution for returning to work 

be prepared, that a responsible political group be selecte d whioh 

would put this resolution to a votej "abandon the existe nce of the 

Daihyo  Shas j  and finally foster the true Japanese spirit and base 

all our future ideas as a gentlemanly Japanese should*"2 Mr * Hitomi 

supported Naido 1s suggestion saying "A few beatings may result but 

suoh must be expected and prepared for*" Mr* Namekawa move d that the 

question be put to a formal vote "and he motioned that the Da ihyo Sha's 

'Maintenance of status quo' be abandoned and workers aoo ordingly re-

turn to their respective jobs* The motion was unanimously ca rried * * 

Mr. Shlmada suggested that Mr. Naido 1s motion be carried out as 

follows  i  the various divisions should meet and decide whether to 

aooept or reject the resolution) the result should then be announced 

to the oolonistsi the resolution would then be put to a se cret vote 

1ibid., p.. 



in e&oh blook. The minutes do not state whether this suggest ion was 

voted upon, but it was followed explioitly the following week. Two 

days later the Divisional Heads met again. Byron Akitus uki was again 

appointed ohairman by general oonsent. Yamatani and Shima da were ap-

pointed his advisors. The results of the vote oast by the separate 

t 

divisions on the proposed resolution was announced. The v ote was 

deoidedly in favor of returning to work. Whether is was n ot necessary 

to take the referendum vote proposed by Mr. Shimada at the f irst 

meeting was now disoussed at length. Opinions expressed ar e interesting. 

T. Ikemotot It is not necessary to take a referendum vote. P eople 
who are not working would naturally oppose it. 

li. Shimada» Returning to work is the first step in restori ng normal 
conditionsj however, the question is whether to leave the c amp in this 
abnormal condition or take the initiative step in an attem pt to re* 
store it, which should absolutely be on the basis of publio o pinions 
and finally their votes. , 

J. Nakaoi It is neoessary. We oertainly need the support of the 
colonists. 

Idemoto» I favor Mr. Ikemoto's suggestion. If the refere ndum should 
result unfavorably, it will mean a lot to those who want to return to 
work. 

R. Kondot Whether to return to work is a question for the w orkers to 
deoide. It is unnecessary to refer such to the oolonists. 

J. Naldot . . I think it is our duty to have referendum vote . Ot-
herwise the last meeting would be altogether meaningless 

The matter was put to a vote and resulted in 40 affirmative vo tes 

and two neutral. Kawaii then moved that a committee of se ven be elected 

to prepare and make plans for the talking of the referendum.  The fol-

lowing nominations were made in ordert Shimada, Akitsuki , Naido, Nakao, 

Okamoto, Yamatani and Namekawa. Mr. Kawaii promised to o btain 1608 - A 

as temporary headquarters for this committee. 

pp. 2,3. 



Having decided on a referendum vote, the Divisional Heads an d 

their committee named above, realised that if their pl an was to be at 

all successful they must work so fast that the remnants of th e Daihyo 

Sha would not have time to organise any opposition. Aooor dingly on 

the morning of January 10 the section formen and one unname d Caucasian 

met and prepared a working program to follow up the referendu m results 

even though the referendum had not yet been held. The Emp loyment Of-

fioe was moved back to the Colony, and a back to work program p lanned 

on the basis of obtaining a nuclear staff of key workers. It w as de-

oided to employ Japanese secretarial workers in those of the Administrative 

offices where financial and confidential records were not kepti a se-

curity oheok, with the Army and Internal Security, was adde d to the 

ordinary reoruitment procedure! the possibility of openin g the schools 

and sharing the school buildings with the Kokumin Gakko, th e Japanese 

sohool, was discussed. 

The referendum vote was scheduled for the evening of January 11. 

That morning the camp was deluged with mimeographed propag anda whioh 

was prepared by the Divisional Heads' committee. In this m aterial, 

whioh is included below in toto, the Daihyo Sha Kai is accu sed of 

failure, and of bringing misery upon the people. Most impo rtant of 

all the committee commits itself to an equitable distribut ion of 

future employment, and, in somewhat ambiguous phrases to a r elease 

of the detained internees. Both oommittments are very sig nificant, 

the latter in particular. The former was carried out inco mpletely 

and the latter not at all. This failure, more than any othe r single 

factor, brought about the eventual downfall of this anti- Daihyo Sha. 

The camp population had been led to expect action in releasin g the 

detainees and when nothing was done, the precarious pre stige of the 

opposition group evaporated rapidly. 



RESOLUTION 

A ® 

January 7, 1944 

WHEREAS, a normal condition was previously existing in t his colony) 

WHEREAS, Dai-hyo Sha came into being with a purpose of bet tering the 
conditions in this colony; 

WHEREAS, although the purpose of the Dai-hyo Shas was worthy of being 
respected, the ways and means by whioh it has presented the 
demands were not in accord with accepted standard of conduc t 
as pursued by a normal and peaceful sooietyj 

WHEREAS, this Center was subsequently plaoed under the control of the 

Army; 

WHEREAS, as a result the colonists have been subject to su ffer from 
abnormal conditions in whioh a ourfew is restricting the fre e 
movement of people, no organized recreational facilitie s are 
available, and many people are left unemployed; 

WHEREAS, the Authority with which Dai-hyo Shas should logi cally negotiate 
has officially announced that it no longer recognize the Dai -
hyo Shas as the representatives of this colonists| 

WHEREAS, although the Dai-hyo Shas has utterly failed in the ir negotiation, 
it has not attempted to dissolve itself, but rather it has 
adopted the policy of maintaining the so-called status q uo; 

WHEREAS, there were among the colonists who were gravely co ncerned about 
the future of the colonists; 

WHEREAS, on January 6, 1944, Dai-hyo $ha has called the meet ing, with 
permission of the Army. Many division and section evacuees 
heads were formally invited to this meeting by the Dai-hyo 
Shas. Some 200 persons were present at this meeting, how-
ever, the meeting was dissolved without accomplishing any 
purpose because the one party responsible for the meeting f ailed 
to be present. The evacuee division and section heads were 
in attendance to witness an amicable solution by the Dai-hyo 
Shas of the present existing condition. 

WHEREAS, under the circumstanoe, we have no other desire t han to exist 
as a true Japanese and to return to Japan unashamed; 

WHEREAS-, the evacuee division and section heads have cono luded that 
the Dai-hyo Shas are no longer in a position to bring back 
normal condition to the oolony whioh is sinoerely desired b y 
the great majority of the oolonists; 

THEREFORE WE RESOLVE THAT as a vital preliminary measure i n liquidating 
this so-called status quo as maintained by the Dai-hyo Sha 
and in order to bring forth normal condition to this oolon y in 
the very immediate future, every oolonists, a respectful an d 
peace-loving resident, should return to the work immediat ely; 



NOW,BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED on this 7th day of January, 1944 by all 
present that as an initial step, each evacuee division and 
section heads will confer on this matter to the colonists co n-
cerned in each division and seotion at meetings to be held a t 
various places on January 8, 1944, from li30 p.m. 

Signed 

EVACUEE DIVISIONAL AM) 
SECTIONAL HEADS 

WHAT IS THIS SO-CALLED "STATUS QUO" 

Immediately after the incident of November 4, 1943, the Arm y took 
control of this Center* 

The authority with which the Dai-hyo Sha should logically negotiate 
has officially announced that they no longer recognise t he Dai-hyo Sha 
as the representative of the colonists. In the meanwhile, s everal mem-
bers of the Dai-hyo Sha were detained by the Army. 

It became evident that the Dai-hyo Sha has utterly faile d in their 
negotiation. 

During the course of the situation, a notice urging the colonists 
to undergo a hunger strike was issued under the name of the "S econd 
Negotiation Committee". The Dai-hyo Sha of Ward 7 acting upon this 
notice had its meeting. They conoluded that the hunger stri ke was an 
unwise aot. Thereupon they decided to maintain "status q uo until the 
arrival of the Spanish ConsuT"""to this Center. They propo sed this at 
the next meeting of the Dai-hyo Sha where It was formally aoc epted~as 
its polioyl This was the inception of this so-called "stat us quo n."*"~ 

Upon the arrival of the Spanish Consul, an attempt for nego tiation 
was madei but again the Dai-hyo Sha failed in their purpos e. However, 
they oontinued to maintain "status quo". 

In spite of the fact that they have conclusively failed in th eir 
principal and initial purpose of bettering the condition o f the Center, 
they have not endeavored in the release of already deta ined, but they 
were wholly unable to check the increasing number of pers ons being 
detained each day. 

The great number of residents have oome to belive as a fa ct that 
the so-called status quo as adopted by the Dai-hyo Sha is no l onger 
effective in bringing the nope of every colonists — the betterment 
of o r livelihood — and it is certainly not even possible to b ring 
baok normality to this Center. 

r 
v»At present increasing number of families are sufferin g economically 

and they are requesting for relief through the Social W elfare department 
and the Spanish Consulate. C*est domagel Every colonist in this Center 



has no other desire than to exist as a true Japanese. 

Every colonist in this Center should keep in one 1s raind that 
suoh a self-imposed suffering in itself does not reflect u pon one's 
loyalty to his oountry. 1 

At the present tine, the Dai-hyo Sha is existing in name o nly* 
It has utterly failed to accomplish its aim. 

By "status quo", the Dai-hyo Sha, itself, defeated its fu ndamental 
purposet t I 

PACTS ABOUT THE DAI-HYO-SHA 

The vhole colony is very anxious to know what position the Dai -
hyo Sha are assuming after they were arrested by the Army. T he following 
statement is the real facts of their status quo: 

(1) The Dai-hyo Sha ooramenoed the negotiation of improvem ent 
in Center life. However, at the present time, the Dai-hyo S ha have 
now come to doubt whether or not their capacity as colonist s1 re-
presentatives is still existing. As a result, majority of Dai-hyo Sha 
have denied their capacity end tendered resignations. 

(2) The colonists who were disillusioned and tired^of ma intaining 
so called "Status Quo", attended the general meeting of Da i-hyo Sha 
of January 6, 1944, with great expectation. There wer* near ly 200 at-
tendants at the meeting, including Dai-hyo Sha and the resp onsible 
head of all divisions and sections. However, despite the ir expectation, 
the meeting was indefinitely postponed without any object  accomplished 
for a simple reason that only one responsible man was not pr esent at 
the occasion. Moreover, that person (absentee at that time) was 
arrested shortly after, and the possibility of holding a nother meeting 
is gone forever. The sentiment of the colonists has grow n even more 
miserable* 

(3) The Dai-hyo Sha are not negotiating with the Army to release 
those people detained. Nor are they pushing forward the p roposals 
that they previously rendered. As a oonsequenoe, 16,000 oo lonists • 
have been driven into a more inconvenient and sadder con dition. 

(4) The group of division heads and section heads made a vis it, 
after they held their meeting, with the Dai-hyo Sha in orde r to have 
their resolution approved. Notwithebanding, they oould n ot find any 
party who would speak with responsibility. The Dai-hyo S ha did not 
seem to exist any longer. 

(6) In spite of the faot that the funotion of the Dai-hyo Sha 
has ceased to exist sinoe its exeoutive staff was arrested, t he Dai-
hyo Sha have not only held on to their position, but still a re dirturbing 
the security and order of the 16,000 colonists, under mer e nominal 
existence, and are thus evading their responsibilities. Th is is quite 
oontrary to the real Japanese spirit. 



THE MOTIVE AND COURSE OF EVENTS 
OF THE MEETING OF 

DIVISION AND SECTION HEADS 

The other day a few young men, who "believed that the abnor mal 
policy of maintaing so-oelled status quo was disturbin g the welfare 
of the colonists, applied for work to the Army. Mr. Smith, Head of 
the Reoeiving Warehouse, informed the ex-employees of this fact, and 
ur^ed them to come back to work, lest they be replaced. 

The ex-employees who had been worried over their jobs in t he future, 
thought that the polioy of maintaining status quo was now  ceasing to 
exist and that the polioy was not thorough-going anyway . 

Thereupon, a meeting was called by Division Heeds and Sec tion 
Heads, January 6, 1944, at 708, and was attended by the se people who 
were responsible for Construction, Receiving Warehouse , Mess Manage-
ment, Clothing Unit, Maintenance, Administrative Manage ment, and Coal 
Crew. The question of whether they should go back to work o r not was 
lengthily and carefully disoussed, snd as a result, the group came to 
the conclusion that they -Should go back to work as the o nly means to 
return the center to normaloy. Votes were taken on the res umption 
of work, and the result was 32 affirmatives against 1 nega tive, and 
7 abstentions. 

Furthermore, they found it necessary to hold the general meeting 
of all ex-employees at liOO p.m., January 8, at the High School 
Auditorium in order to hear their opinions. 

Then, the group decided to consult the negotiation committ ee, 
and went over to Mr. Kozuma's apartment, but  Mr . Kosuma had been picked 
up, and Mr. Kataoka had resigned. Consequently, the gro up had to hold 
another general meeting of ex-employees and appealed to the Army for 
the permission to use the High School Auditorium for the o ooasion. 

RESOLUTION 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT, as a vital preliminary measure in liqu idating 
this so-oalled status quo as maintained by the Dai-hyo S ha and in 
order to bring forth normal condition to this oolony i n the very im-
mediate future, every colonists, respectful and peace-l oving residents, 
should return to work immediately. 

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, as an initial step, each  evacuees divi-
sion and section heads will confer on this matter to the c olonists 
concerned ineach division and section at meetings to be held at various 
places on January 8, 1944, from 1:30 p.m. 

The above resolution was put into effect by holding the meet ing 
at the stipulated time and place. Secret votes were taken af ter full 
disoussion on whether they would resume their work or not, and the 
result was as follows: 



DIVISION YES NO BLANK 

Construction 104 26 0 
Packing Shed 106 34  0 

Coal Crew Unanimously 
yes 

Maintenance Referendum preferred (Working) 
Co-op Working 
Civic Organisation 85 21 
Transportation k Supply Refused to vote 
Me68 Management 
Mess Warehouse 63  2 3  , .  , .  , 
Mess Workers Referendum preferred (Working) 
Ad, Mgmt• (Timekeeper, 

Payroll, Placement, 
Whse, Property Control, , 
Evacuee Property) 14* 29 17 « ^ g - g 

Housing, Warden, Clothing, 
Recreation, Social 
Welfare, Comm. Mgmt., 
Education. 135 23 1 

Hospital Working 
Furniture Industry H H 

Now that the intention of the ex-employees was made clear b y the 
majority of affirmative votes, the division and section h eads resolved 
at the meeting held the very next day, to present this reso lution to 
all the colonists, and by secret ballots, determine the a cceptance of 
the resolution by the oenter. 

EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF FUTURE EMPLOYMENT 

Ct is our duty to materialize an equitable distribution of 

employment because it is the principal source of income for m ost of 

the colonists residing in this oenter. After restoring thi s center 

back to normal condition, a plan can be worked out in which there 

will be employment possibility for the greatest number of r esidentsTJ 

RETURN TO NORMAL CONDITION WILL AID W THE RELEASE OF THE DETA IN*-

ED PERSONS' 

VjThe return of the colony to normal oondition will oreate a 

favorable atmosphere where the justifiable release of de tained colonists 

will become a greater possibility. 

C n 



It is an unwise contention that if the status quo is liquida ted, 

the persons detained will b© deemed &s guilty* If tho itf ttus quo Is 
s 

maintained, there will be no possibility whatsoever for n egotiation 

for the release with either the Y¥RA or the Army. Not only th at, but 

also it has become evident that the longer the status quo is maintained, 

the more colonists would be looking out of the stockade. 

CONCLUSIONi 

lie believe that the true pioture of the present condition o f 

this center has been presented by these reports. We, the res idents 

of this center are in a position to regain future amicable s ettlements 

only by restoring immediately a normal and pleasant conditi on in this 

center. We believe that it is to the best interests of every colonist 

to restore this center to order, study and plan our post-wa r life in 

the various fields. 

COLONISTS! Think of the futurel Let us understand and realis e 

the big issue we are now facing. 

Do you want a liveable and a pleasant oolony or do you still  want 

an uncomfortable and miserable oenter? 

With a deep sense of responsibility, let us vote carefully 

and certainly wiselyl11 

LET'S VOTE» "AGAINST STATUS QUO"» 



The eleotion was held by secret ballot, with soldiers pres ent. 

Soldiers also assisted in the vote counting, whioh was regar ded with 

suspicion by some evaouees. 

The following interesting comments were made by members o f the 

opposition group, in the Civic Organisation's office, t he night the 

returns began to come in. Colonel Austin was present. 

The vote from Block 11 was decidedly favorable (against  the status 

quo). S aid Mr. Furakawa, "Why that was the headquarters of that bunc h 

of blank-blanks  I  (Remnant of Daihyo Sha Kai) Maybe we ought to have 

them open up an office in every block. Then others would get a r eal 

taste of those guys." 

When the vote was announoed for Ward VI, it showed most block s 

defeating the proposal. Statements like the following were made to 

Colonel Austint 

"We're going to need a lot more fences around here." 
"They voted against food too. How about a hunger strike for th ose guys." 
"No coal for that block." 

Austin said, "Let's give them weiners for a week." Someone 
answered, "Say, wait a minute — that's foodI real food  I  How about 
salt herring only? Flat stinking fishes?" Said Furukaw a, "I eay don't 
give them any food, They don't need it!"* 

The official report on this election wast® 

Total number of ballots — 8941 
Total No. of ballots AGAINST STATUS QUO —4593 
Total No. of ballots FOR STATUS QUO 4120 
Plurality — — — — 473 
Blank ballots — — 228 
Valid ballots 8715 

The pro—Daihyo Sha remnant immediately attacked this res ult and 

distributed the following "report" of whioh one sheet writ ten in Japanese 

^Community Analyst's Letter, Jan. 12, 1944, p. 4. 

2ibid., Jan. 14, 1944, p. 3. 



fell into the hands of the administration. 

"Report of Present Condition" 
by 

Nippon Patriotio Sooiety 

"The results of the referendum rotes taken by force on Ja nuary 
11, 1944, after due investigation, is as follows» 

SI blocks for status quo 
29 blocks against status quo 
4 blocks not clear 
1 blook refused to vote 

"Ballots carried away by the Army, without even opening w as the 
reason. One blook refused to vote as they decided it was not n eoessary. 
Total was 64 blocks which voted. 

"Do you intend to support such a word and aotion to liquidate  the 
status quo by betraying the Daihyo Sha, whom we # the whole oolonists, 
eleoted? Do you reoogni f e or consider this referendum taken without 
freedom of speech legal? 

"Colonlatei Do you intend to nork from your own selfishness for 
a bait offered with false reports published by this so-oa lled «gogs'T 
Will you take action when you know it»s dishonorable and a ccept their 
offer? 

"We hereby submit to your cool and sane Judgement on this matt er." 

"Nippon Patriotio Society" 1 

This paper does not appear to have made much impression on th e 

people. Very few informants accuse the Administration or the Army 

of perpetrating a deliberate hoax. Most admit that the peop le were 

discouraged and impressed with the futility of carrying on t he status 

quo. A few state that the people were frightened by the pre sence of 

the army at the polls and voted against status quo because they feared 

that their ballot might be examined. 

The Administration chose to regard this shallow victory, a 

majority of 2.7$ of the ballots oast, as a sign of the withdra wal of 

public support from the Daihyo Sha Kai. The small majority w as 

explained by pressure, threats, and misunderstanding. J apanese In-

formants, however, give a different explanation. Many pe ople were 

^ibid., p. 8. 

2ibid., p. 4. 



becoming tired of the inconveniences and hardships of the status quo, 

whioh appeared to be accomplishing nothing. Inconvenien ce and hardship 

outweighed loyalty to the Representatives by a small margin . 

"The main reason (status quo broke) was not because the y 
didn't want to stiok with the Negotiating Committee but — one 
of the main reasons was laok of finance. Another reason is they 
didn't want to loaf along doing nothing. Time lags so 
monotonous. . . . If we were a bunch of Japanese soldiers quar tered 
here, that is a different thing. But these are women and chi ldren 
and civilians. 

"When the vote was taken here the status quo lost by 400 
votes. That shows that the people who are favoring status q uo 
are greater in number. Because many who favored status quo did 
not vote. They thought it was the way to go to the stockade. 
A lot of people thought they might be pulled in. They had a 
soldier by the vote box."* 

"This referendum vote — the army more or less called that 
one. They were supposed to have united the people for the 
psychological moment to spring that question; whether they  wanted 
to disoard the status quo or oontinue. To help out, the bunc h 
who wanted to discard the status quo kept pulling the peop le 
right and left. They said that anybody who was inciting th e 
Japanese to oontinue the status quo strike, and that mo re or 
less damned a large majority, were only hurting themselves ." 

"Anyway, people got wise that the longer they maintained 
the status quo they were going to yank them and stick them in 
the stookade. 

"Besides their finanoes were petering out. Here - they'r e 
still paying off on the October checks. (This statement mad e in 
February). Now these fellows who were not working got no 
clothing allowance, no welfare, no income." 

"Another point of views the people here are supposed to be 
loyal to Japan now. Here's an argument some of the bright 
boys advanced. They said, in returning to normalcy we'll  be 
drawing salaries. Then on top of that the government will ha ve 
to pay us clothing allowance. That's just that muoh less mo ney 
that the U. S. government is going to have to manufactu re 
armaments to beat Japan. 

"I couldn't see it. I know myself that regardless if the 
Japanese draw this monthly stipend, they'd not make muoh dif-
ference to the  U. S. treasury. But it sounds good on the sur-
face and it swayed some of the stubborn people. 

•̂From K. a neutral, Notes, Mar., p. 50 



"Two soldiers were present. • . • The soldiers with one 
Japanese present counted and tallied the votes.'' 

"You'd be surprised how many people voted for status quo. 
They were stil gluttonous for punishment, or they had vot ed for 
it in the beginning. It was my opinion that status quo would n't 
accomplish a darn thing but would only inorease the peop les' 
sufferings. You can't have status quo and expect things to  im-
prove 

"The first status quo (vote) proved the situation at that 
time. The difference was so small, that proved that the r esidents 
were against the Administration. If they had been in favor of 
the Administration, the vote at that time would have been o ver-
whelming.^ 

Two informants who voted for the status expressed themselve s as 

follow81 
Od<X. 
"0" a conservative, block manager of a very pro-status q uo blocks 

"I said »ITo* because our block said TTo. I thought deep 
in my heart it was very silly to keep on in a situation like 
this. We m'ght as well change the system and have a better 
way to run the campA I didn't have an objection to that eleot ion. 
I thought we did not have the authority to run the camp. WRA 
has the power. We listen to what they say and obey the law. 
If we keep going forever, we're just sunk." 5 

VAAUm^WU) 
nNn a Daihyo Sha supporter» 

"I voted for the status quo. I said, 'Since I signed that 
petition I couldn't ¿fcever back up as a man." 4 

The Divisional Heads met the day after the eleotion (Jan. 12) to 

plan the back to work movement. They decided not to circulat e each 

blook result, since in blocks where the statue quo had lost, those who 

had voted for status quo might be criticised. It was thou ght wiser 

merely to tell the people that status quo had been defea ted, 56 to 27. 

J a. 
iFrom I, a fiaihyo Sha sympathizer, but not supporter, Notes, Feb ., p. 13, 

April, p. 31. 

2Notes, May 21, p. 6. 

3ibid., April, p. 23. 

4ibid., p. 22. 

^Minutes of the Special meeting of the Divisional Heads of th e Tule Lake 
Center Jan. 12, 1544, p. 1. 
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Reporting back to work "tomorrow" was oonoeded to be imposs ible, 

'since many former evacuee positions were still filled by Caucasians 

who would require some notice of termination. The delicat e and 

diffioult position of the suooessful opposition who now ha d to take 

on the Negotiating Committee's task of dealing with the Ad ministration 

is shown by the following seotion of the minutesi 

"The Advisory Council . . . plans to hold a meeting proba bly 
today with all division chiefs, seotion heads, sub-sectio n 
ohiefs, or whoever is at the head, oonfer with the evacuee 
leader for that particular division, section, etc., as the case 
may be. about the steps to be taken for 'baok-to-work* movem ent. 
There have been many ohanges in the administrative staff. So me 
of these heads may not be cooperative, their attitudes c annot 
be changed in two days. Administrative policy is to coopera te 
as muoh as possible with the colony. On the other hand, it 
must be understood that pressure down here would^ot be tao tful 
on our part nor welcome to the Caucasian Staff. 

It was also decided to publish the true facts about the hunge r 

strike in the stockade, and relieve the peoples' minds . (Incidentally, 

the Division Heads themselves, did not know these facts wh en this 

deoision was made.) 

It was moved by Mr. Kondo, seconded by Mr. Shimada and carr ied 

unanimously that the Committee of Seven, be officially rec ognised by 

the Administration and the Army, and serve as the chief repr esentative 

body, to dissolve as soon as normalcy returned to the center . These 

were the seven men elected January  9 to make plans for the referen-

dum« Shimada, Naydo, Namekawa, Yamatani, Okamoto, Nakao,  and Akitsuki. 

On January 16 this ooramittee was so recognised and the Army 

simultaneously withdrew the greater part of its colony patr ols. Sentries 

however, remained at all gates and no member of the Appoint ed Per-

sonnel was allowed to enter the camp without a military es cort. 

Xibid. 
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The Army -withdrawal may not have been specifically connect ed with 

the breakdown of the status quo. Opler states that Best had be en 

"rankling under the situation. • • • It was wonderful beca use Col. 

Meek was kioking Best around. He would come all the way from Ft. 

Douglas to do it, and he gave no indication of a strategic re treat 

whatever. • • Best was tipping off Cozzens on what pariahs  WA was 

in the pioture. It was "WAR vs. TIRA. . .  Cos sens  oooked up the deal 

that ran Meek off the project. . . The new arrangement was th at WRA 

could call in and off the dogs of war. With the old arrangem ent they 

oould get them in but not out."* 

The next day, January IS, the Divisional Heads u;©t again to lay 

additional viens for the "baok to work" movement. Mr. Huyo ke, Head 

of Community Management, who had never been popular with the  Japanese, 

was present as representative of the Administration an d reported on 

the meetings of the Appointed Personnel(Community Manage ment, Administrative 

Management and Operations) whioh had been held that day an d the day 

before. Throughout the meeting Mr. Huyoke stressed evacu ee responsibility 

in solving the work problem. He was, however, met with numero us requests 

from the divisional heads; requests for betterment of liv ing conditions 

very similar to those made by the Negotiating Committee two months 

before. 

Huycke reported that the Administrative Division meetings had 

gone very well, with the exception of the Operations Divi sion where 

there was "a solid block" that felt "somewhat uneasy." Th ey feared 

"insubordinate sassiness," from the evacuees returning to work and 

"laok of respeot on their authority." They had"also raised the problem. . . 

*Notes, April, p. 25. 



that there was a tendency of the orew to quit at 3:00 in the af ter-

noon." Huyoke opineds "It is up to the foremen to control th eir 

orew to see that they do an honest day's work. , . You are worki ng for 

yourselves and not IRA. That's what we have to get across t o the 

crews." Huoke also stressed that "finishing of schools is yo ur pro-

blem, production of food, the delivery of coal. . . I think t he super-

visor of the coal crew should be the matter for the evacuee heads to 

solve and not for the administrative personnel."! 

A question was then raised from the floor as to whether WRA 

oould furnish gloves and overalls to the coal oriw. Huyoke said 

he believed they would be provided. Another evacuee then  remarked, 

"Lumber orew takes one pair of gloves in a week. That'll cos t 45/. 

If you take 45/ a week, BOY»." 2 Shoes were also requested. 

Idemoto then stated that it was impossible to keep the coal or ew 

working until 4;30. "Sometimes we have to work so hard some b unch of 

radioals all get on trucks and just go home. You can't con trol them 

then? 2 Huyoke suggested that "Community Management devise som e plan 

to control suoh parties. 

"There must be a community unit where problems must be» so lved. 
Solved through a strong well-knit evacuee's organizati on. We 
want to  get rid of the idea of appointed personnel to solve all 
these problems. You've got to solve it yo rself. If we have 
uprising against WRA and Army, they may take over the camp 
a r ain and this will be just a prison camp, then, they will hav e 
to solve your problems. 2 

He added that the problems at Tule Lake had been the result of two 

major causes, (1) Lack of evacuee community organisation c arrying great 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Divisional Heads of t he Tule 
Lake Center, Jan., lS. 1§44. p.. 1,2. � 

2ibid., p. 3. 



responsibility and having wide sanotion and (2) Laok of or ab sence of 

a well-knit administration with a dearly announced polioy and working 

together• 

Huyoke was then asked outright how many people oould return to 

work. Prom his answer it is obvious that he did not know, but  he 

spoke at length around the point. Eventually he said, "Don 't worry, 

I believe we can develop work for everybody. I'm not going to say 

what it is, beoause I will be making a committment. 

"I don't believe an employment ceiling will be applied in 
thi s Center. Principle of number of persons per family is n ot 
being applied here. It may never go into effeot in Tule Lake. 
I am sure you w 11 all find employment but it must be an 
honest day's work."* 

(In the six months whioh followed Huyoke proved to be wron g in 

both these statements. An employment oeiling was applied to Tule 

Lake in June 1944, only two persons being allowed to work i n each family, 

and only one, if the family oonsisted of a married couple . There was 

still an enormous list of persons desiring employment.) 
Huyoke then outlined the contemplated "Baok to Work" proc esst 

"The various section heads up there (the Administration) 
were instructed today and yesterday to decide whioh key work er 
or workers they wished returned to work tomorrow and Satur day. 
They are taking those names to the Police Office. These nam es 
have to be oleared with the Army. . . The names (when cleare d) 
are taken to Mr. Fagan. He makes assignments and the seotion 
head then makes personal contact with you. . . The baok to work 
prooess will be gradual." 2 

Yamatani then asked that these reassigned workers be given their 

olothing allowance and added "We do not want to ask WRA  beyond reason." 

Huyoke further explained that Mail and File and Statistics sections 

Ijbid., p. 3. 
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would no longer hire evacuees "inasmuch as vital inform ation (may be) 

forwarded to the Spanish Consul and WRA will be put in a bad li ght and 

they do not want to be fools a g a i n , H e also explained that workerr 

would be given passes in order to oome into the administrat ion area 

for work. 

Yoshida pointed out to Mr. Quyoke that the food situation was 

still oritioal and sounded very like a member of the Negotiat ing Com-

mittee when he saidi 

"Lots of workers are skeptioal about the food situation 
in oamp. If we can get some Caucasian to oome into the Mess 
Halls and actually try the food that the evaouees are eating 
and what kind of food are being served, I think we can have 
better food for the same price and avoid future troubles. 
Some Mess Hall orew are taking food home, some are lost on the 
road to the Mess Halls. The appointed Personnel can compar e 
the food and see where it's being lost."* 

Yoshida stated also that food was the biggest problem in th e 

center and that eating and sleeping are the only things he e njoyed 

here, fie requested that diet specialists be hired. 

Kawaii then asked what prooedure was to be followed whe n a per-

son wishing work was rejected by the polioe. Huycke state d that 

2 

he had the right of appeal to Mr. Best. 

After Mr. Huyoke left the meeting the discussion turned to the 

funotion of the proposed Coordinating Committee. Kawaii r ecommended 

that this Committee should assume the position of a Coordi nating body 
and should also be privileged to investigate the history a nd records 

« 

of individuals. 

1ibid. t  p. 5 
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On the same day, this Coordinating Committee on their own i nitiative 

interviewed a group of stookade internees« Opler says that t he Ad-

ministration did not learn of this until January 15 "too late to pre-

vent it." 1 The Committee realised that it had pledged itself to 

facilitate the release of the internees as a part of its " abandon 

status quo" program and realised also, probably far bette r than the 

Administration, that the people expeoted this of them and t hat 

failure would mean their downfall. 

The internees interviewed were Hoshiko, Mohri, Shimieu, I nouye, 

Kat nyama, and Nakamoto. Opler says this group "were by no means 

moderates, though Shimisu and Katayama were so described. " 1 The 
| 

Committee actually attempted to interview several members  of the 

Negotiating Committee, but the Army refused this. Akitsuk i described 

the behavior of the internees when they were brought to the Ad ministration 

Buildingi "They aoted like cornered animals. They wouldn' t even sit 

down." 3 

At this meeting the members of the Coordinating Committee e x-

plained the prooess of the referendum vote, stating* "ef forts in 

trying to get you people released from the stookade should b e the 

preliminary step, prior to our ultimate objective (retur n of normal 

conditions)." 4 They asked for the personal opinions of those present 

on ways of bringing about this desired return to normal. Fo ur of 

the six internees present must have been exceedingly taoit urn, for 

^Community Analyst's Letter, Jan. 14, 1944, p. 9. 

2Report of the Informal Interview of the Responsible men of va rious divisions 
with the detained stookade internees, Jan. 13, 1944, p. 1. ( translated from 
Japanese). 

« 

Notes, Mar., p. 24. 
4ibid., Note 3, p. 2. 



they said not one word that is reoorded in-the minutes. Only Shimizu 

was inolined to be cooperative. He fenoed with the Coordi nating Committee 

but refused to give any advioe or express himself as to the a ttitude 

of the internees as a whole. He did not even explain the hung er strike, 

whioh the Coordinating Committee greatly desired to be exp lained, so 

that they might gain oredit for reassuring the people. In ouye, the 

only other internee who spoke, reaffirmed his loyalty to the Negotiation 

Committee and reproved Akitsuki for asking "silly questi ons." 

Shimada of the Coordinating Committee, restated his body's  humane 

goal  t 

"We thought it more important and humanly to work on the 
release of those detained, since some are so worried. Reoent ly 
a woman, whose husband is detained, told me that their chief 
objeot in ooming into this oenter was beoause they wanted to 
return to Japan and she certainly doesn't want to leave her hus-
band here — dead.,"! 

Shimada pointed out the hopelessness of relying on the S panish 

Consul, reading his report to the internees, and explainin g that the 

jurisdiction of the Spanish Consul applied only to those p ersons not 

born in Japan. 

Shimada promised to "compile the opinions of the internees " and 

present them to the Coordinating Committee at a second m eeting, which 

was the only point gained by the Coordinating Committee 4 

On the next day (Jan. 14) the seoond meeting was held. The s ame 

internees attended. In this meeting the internees took the o ffensive 

and held it. They met the Coordinating Committee with a bar rage of 

questions on the legitimacy of their statement and threw a good deal 

of cold water on the closeness of the referendum vote. They asked 

why members of the Negotiating Committee had not been calle d out 

1ibld., p. 4. 



and were told that the Army had refused permission* Shimis u (internee) 

then stated that he had disoussed the Committee's propositi on at a 

meeting of 247 of the stookade internees and explained their attempt 

to bring baok the oamp to a normal condition. He pointed o ut, however, 

that "merely return to work of a portion of the colonists is not enough. 

This, as was discovered later, was a falsehood. No meeting was 

held and the six internees had merely talked the matter ove r among 

o 

themselves. 

Shimada replied by reaffirming that the Committee were work ing 

with "sinoerest faith." Akitsuki added, (¿'We have no polit ical am-

bitions whatsoever. We have strongly resolved to dissolve this group 

as soon as the Center returns to its normal conditions, as lo on as peopl 

go baok to work, as soon as we suoceed in getting the rele ase of 

those justifiable oolonists detained, and fin  illy  when the responsible 

Shimisu (internee) remarked that sinoe according to the vot ing 

returns, 4,000 people still favored the status quo, it mig ht be dan-

gerous for a proportion of the people to return to work. Inou ye 

(internee) and apparently a much stronger supporter of the Negotiating 

Committee than Shimisu, addedt 

Yes, after looking at the results, it's barely half an d 
half. I wonder if the workers returning to work on Monday oo uld 
go without complications. I surely hate to see the Japane se 
divided and hate to see them fighting with each other. It' s 
obvious that majority of colonists have opposed status quo. 

1lbid., Jan. 14, 1944, p. 2. 

2Report of the Informal Meeting of the Stockade Injaagnees and the 
Coordinating Committee of the Tule Lake Center^FebT^ 1 944, pp. 2,3. 

g 'ibid., p. 2. 

politioal group 



If a portion return to work what do you think these people 
will think or what kind of reaotiona will they take? They 
might take an exactly reverie attitude instead of calmly, 
peacefully yielding to the winning side. In that case will 
you people take the responsibility? I hate to see anything 
like that happen, after all the things you people have gon e 
through. Have you anything prepared in the event of such a 
ciroumstanoe?* 

Akitsuki replied by oomparing the colony situation to the United 

States*s presidential oampaign, in which the "American pe ople were 

divided when Rooaevelt and Wilkie were running for Presiden t. w But 

after Rooaevelt won, all the people 8upported him. ""Why ca n*t we 

do that?" Inouye ignored Akitauki and continuedi 

"The referendum was won by a bare majority, but I personal-
ly think that in reality atatua quo won. After all that hard ahip 
and all that misery the people had gone through for a long  time, 
little le88 than a half still supported status quo. Withou t 
giving that point a thorough consideration and should peopl e 
return to work on Monday, it may be pretty hard to continue 
or reestablish friendly relations among the Japanese. You  may 
be worried about that point, but so are we 

Shimada retorted that it was because the Coordinating Comm ittee 

was worried that they were consulting the internees. 

Shimizu then asked bluntly to what extent the Committee was 

attempting to get releases, pointing out tha^jihe reaso n why status 

quo came into existenoe was ohiefly for the purpose of get ting our re-

lease 11. / ! . . . You oannot remedy and settle this situation . • by 

merely liquidating status quo* Normalcy will automaticall y come back 

if you solve the root of it."̂ "jitohrl (internee) asked if t hey had made 

any arrangements with the Administration. Shimada state d that they had 

Xibid. 
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tried and failed, and ao had oonoluded that seeing the int ernees 

personally was the only way out. Shimisu (internee) then sta ted his 

personal opinion that "if one or two men are left behind the r est of 

us oannot oome out of the stockade. • • If we are all relea sed status 

quo will automatically d isappear .Go ing back to work was v ain if 

the condition were not remedied fundamentally. Shimada as ked to repeat 

that the Army would not give them a ohanoe to talk about rel ease, until 

normal conditions had returned. Said Inouye (internee)t 

"The opinion of the internees in the stockade is that 'if 
one go out, we all go out, if one stay in we all stay in.' Do 
you reali f e why the people are so firm in their conviction?" . . . 
I think it is only proper to get the Negotiating Committe e re-
leased first. If you don't do that the others will not com e 
out. If release is impossible and the Army oontinues to rep ress 
us, we will still continue to favor status quo, since that' s the 
only thing we can do."* 

Shimisu (internee) asked if the Committee were willing to n egotiate 

with the Administration for release en masse. Shimada rep lied» 

"We tried as I said before, we tried all methods and ways, 
but was kicked each time. This was the only alternative." 

Katayama continued to press the question, askingj 

"What is your outlook? What are you trying to tell us? 
Are you trying to get our understanding or concession?" 

Shimada replied that the Committee was trying to get the int ernee's 

understanding, cooperation and frank opinion. Mohri (int ernee) re-

plied that the Committee had the internee's cooperation bu t askedt 

"Don't you think you people have more or less overridden 
us in not consulting or conferring with us before the refe rendum. 
If you people had any sincerity I don't see why you overloo ked 
that" 

Ijbld., pp. 3,4. 

2ibid., p. 4. 



Shlmadai We admit that we overrode you people, but you see we 
tried to put this issue over in a matter of two or three days 
that• • • • 

Inouyet (interrupting him) What is your future plan and wha t 
tlnd'of negotiations are you expecting to oarry on in rega rd to 
our release? 

This problem does not oonoern the 247 detained nor does it 
oonoern the mere 16,000 oolonists — this is a very delicat e pro-
blem which affects Japan and America, Do you realise that? " 

Shimada and Akitsuki reaffirmed their helplessness in the face 

of the Administration's resolve that a normal oondition mus t preoeed 

releases. Mohri (internee) then demanded unconditional release of all 

the internees, which, he said, would automatically solve t he problem. 

Naido (Coordinating Committee) said, "That may be impossib le." Shimisu 

(internee) promised that if the Negotiating Committee we re released, 

they would not mix in politics. Akitsuki remarked that negot iations 

with the Adm nistration would be facilitated if they would g ive them 

such an assuranoe in writing, and pointed oitthat the Com mittee "had 

its weaknesses too, lest we are accused or suspeoted by th e Administration 

Shimisu (internee) added that if unconditional release we re im-

possible, the 14 members of the Negotiating Committee shoul d be re-

leased for a few hours and they would then convince the peop le to 

yield to the plans of the Coordinating Committee. The Comm ittee did 

not commit itself on this plan and after additional dis cussion on the 

oloseness of the vote Akitsuki saidi 

"Let me say this. We don't want to annoy the Japanese 
Government any more. We know that they have plenty on th eir 
hands. Let's try to solve our own problems with  our  own 
hands. We must fully realise that if we fail this time, the w hole 
thing will go on a stand-still."* 

Ijbld., p. 6. 
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Mohri then explained the hunger strike, and with Akitsuki 's 

request that the Negotiating Committee put into writing w hatever they 

wish to say to the people, the meeting closed. 

On the same day a delegation of the Divisional Responsible  Men 

met with the Advisory Council whioh was represented by Mes srs* Opler, 

McNeil and Silverthorne, Lt. Forbes was also present. The Ad ministration 

was as yet not aware of the meetings whioh the as yet unauth orised 

Coordinating Committee had held with the stockade intern ees. Yamatani 

brought up the problem of returning employees to their posi tions and 

cited a case where a man had been recommended for immediat e assignment 

but was rejected. Lt. Forbes replied that a similar case had been, 

brought up that morning. A case had been taken to Mr. Beet who had 

recommended "that suoh a situation should be discussed and thrashed 

out by the employer who refused the employee and the employe e who was 

not wanted," both meeting with the Project Director. 2 Opler re-

marked that "inasmuch as the appointed personnel must be  1  nursed* 

into this new plan, each division head will decide problem s aooording 

to his own discretion without referring them to the Coor dinating 

Council." lie also asked the committee to recommend a sta ff for a new 

newspaper and for the warden's organisation. 2 

The following day the warden's organisation was organ ised and 

the police and Army granted the Coordinating Committee' s request for 

"day and night inoreased patrol during this period, at l east four 

or five jeeps to a ward if possible; the more the merrier ." The re-

See p. 

2Minutes of the Meeting of the Advisory Council and the Div isional 
Responsible Men, Jan. 14, 1944, p. 2. 

^Report of the informal meeting of the wardens, members of th e Advisory 

Council and Co-ordinating Committee, Jan. 15, 1944, p. 1 . 
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quest for a curtailment of meetings in oamp was also grante d, 1 Any 

proposed meeting, it was decided, must first be reported t o the Police, 

whereupon the Army would investigate it to see if it were " not benefioial 

to the colonists«" 1 Obviously, the Coordinating Committee was be-

coming increasingly fearful of pressure group oppositi on, and intimidstion. 

On January 17 the Co-ordinating Committee was taken to task 

by Col. Austin and Mr. Best for taking matters into its own ha nds and 

meeting with the stockade internees. Yamatani was called  upon to ex-

plain the action and questioned Col. Austin about the trut h of the in-

ternees« story that tobacoo, monsy, watches and fountain p ens had been 

taken by the soldiers in the Army*s search of the barracks. The Colonel 

admitted that "lots of things were taken, but many were re turned. Theft 

of money? I question money. I doubt whether people ever leave money 

in their barracks. I don't question watohes or tobaooo." 2 ^amatani 

V S R apologised "for the Committee's negligence in not co nsulting the 

Advisory Counoil previous to the interviews" and mentioned that Kstayama, 

one of the internees had stated that "the detainees really d esired li-

quidati on of status quo; nevertheless, due to some great p ressure 

from the »big bosses* of the •headquarters* such feeling cou ld not 

be expressed outwardly. Mr. Naido added that aooording to Kawamura, 

a recently discharged internee, some 170 detainees opposed status quo 

and about SO favored i t Y a m a t a n i and Nayido were probably e xaggerating 

the anti-status quo feeling among the internees. It is howe ver quite 

possible that some of the internees were turning against the idea of 

Report of the informal meeting of the wardens, members of th e Advisory 
Counoil and Co-ord'inating Committee, Jan. 15, 1§44. p. 1" . 

2 a 
Informal meeting of the Divisional Responsible Men and the Project Direotor 
and Colonel Austin, Jan. 17, 1544, p. 1. — 
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status quo, for the same reason which moved many of the pra ctical oolonistsi 

it didn't work. This, however, oan not be interpreted as a favorable 

growth of rapport with the Administration. 

Mr. Best then suggested that "the greatest «good* should be done 

to the people in the Center, where larger portion of people i s involved 

and where the most good could be done. Attempt for the Comm ittee's 
itl 

effort in getting the release of the detainees should be seco ndary. 

Akitsuki then suggested that a statement be printed by t he Army and 

WRA whereby the Committee's efforts in attempting to s ecure the release 

of (justifiable) detainees, which had been one of the pl anks of the 

Committee's platform so that doubts or aoousations from t he  c olony could 

be avoided. Best approved the suggestion and stated that th e wording 

should be as follows» "Proper recognition will be given to all the 

people in the stockade and those that meet the requiremen ts for the 

return will be given consideration.» In this way Mr. Best felt that 

the making of commitments may be avoided." 

This first major difference of opinion, the Coordinating Co m-

mittee's conviction that justifiable stockade releases w hich would be 

credited to them should be initiated immediately, and Mr. B est's policy 

of delay until the oamp returned to normal is extremely imp ortant. 

In the three wekks that followed many internees were relea sed but the 

last or publioity nullified the effect they might have ha d on the people. 

The Coordinating Committee, whom many informants say, "pr omised that 

if status quo ended, the interned people would be released" w ere early 

1Informal meeting of the Divisional Responsible Men and the P roject 
fiirecPEor and Colonel Austin, Jan. 17, 1944, p. 1> 
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branded as failures* In actuality, they were defeated In t heir plan 

to bring baok normal conditions before they started. 

On January 18, Mr. Best sent the Committee the following co mmuni-

cation whioh while flattering and enoouraging commits him to nothings 

L^ "It is noted that the first accomplishment has been t he back 
to work program. This we learn is a direct reward of your l abor 
in the ^olony as the result of the ballot in whioh the enti re 
people over 18 years of age participated. 

"While you have not been successful in securing the releas e 
of all the men detained in the Army Stookade you can be assur ed 
that the oases of these men and those persons who meet the r e-
quirements for the return to the Colony will be returne d to the 
Colony at the earliest possible time. Be assured that your in-

its in this oonneotion are being given due oon« 

during this week filled the Administration with optimism . They were, 

however, too prone to look upon this as an anti status quo or a nti 

Daihyo Sha Kai phenomenon and not, as it actually was in many  oases, 

dire economio necessity. Opler statedi 

"The Committee is now in a position to go ahead and consoli -
date further gains. The vote. . . took them over the first h ump. . 
the initial stages of the back-to-work movement have se en them 
over the second hump without oasualty. D ily their mimeo-
graphers are getting out information to a village starved f or 
news. The propaganda, as we oall it, forms a pattern with 
the efforts of the Co-op group earlier and Civio Organisatio n. 
The D Rihyo remnants are reduced to political maneuvering, 
calumny against the "Civic Organisations" bunch, Akitsu ki and 
Shimada in particular. To these gentlemen, threats come i n al-
most regular succession, but are beginning to taper off.  Their 
blocks are behind them and the majority of residents. The ma jority, 
onoe the opposition, is now in the saddle, and now in the as cendency 
former Daihyo leaders, like Komia, . . are still insistent t hat 
failure to release the detained will rend the village in t wo. 
The charge appears to be a threat, a bargaining point. . . Th e 
important thing for the Coordinating Committee is results. "* 

The gradual return to work whioh proceeded slowly but ste adily 
\  

^Community Analyst's Letter, Jan. 14, 1944, p. 11. 
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Later it was shown that the Committee did not have the suppo rt 

of the majority and that the prophesy of future trouble over the non-re-

lease of the internees was not an empty threat« 

DAIHYO SHA ATTEMPT FOR RELEASE 

On January 16 a group of Dalhyo Sha Kai supporters made an at tempt 

to gain the release of the internees through Mr» Robertso n, Head of 

Operations* Mr« Robertson was oontaoted because of the rec ommendation 

of former Leupp inmates who while he was head of Leupp, had l earned 

that he might be trusted» This group had attempted to reach Ro bertson 

during the latter part of December and early January, but.h e had been 

absent from Tule Lake. However, on his return /flfreoeiv ed "a frantio 

. telephone call" from block 11 (one of the strong Dalhyo  Sha blooks) 

asking him to come t̂ jjbTbok 11. He went there and was tol d that a parby 

in block 6 wished to see him. The next day he was invited to a m eeting 

in blook  6,where,  he met'̂ 'members of the Dalhyo Sha Kai, none of whom 

he had ever seen before^ These people expressed their conf idence in 

Mr. Robertson and asked his opinion of the {-resent situatio n. He told 

them that as far as he could see there were only two avenues open (1) have 

the Daihyo Sha and the Co-ordinating Committee combine and bring the 

colony back to normalj (2) Have further segregation. The c hief i g ^ r ^ t 

of this group was to bring ab^mt tha.jrJ.ease of the  internees.  jrftobertson 

1 ^cBm-* • 

advised̂ bsfct/€fie D aihy8 Sha reslgn f̂rnloh would leavfcjthe way open for 

popular election of representatives in whioh the colony c ould have faith. 

The group appeared willing to take Robertson 1s advice and asked him to 
oall  er  bsdy of internees into his office, present the plan»an d gain 

A ' 

their approval^ He pointed out that this group were putting  tremendous 

trust in him, since they left him free to tell the interne es exaotly 
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what he pleased. They replied, "What you tell them is all right with 

us 

Accordingly Robertson oalled seven men Mio his office^^mo ng whom 

^was George KuratomlJ After an hour and a half session, Kura tomi said, 

"If you'll promise us that we'll eventually get out of the a tookade, 

we'll go for that pl*n." Robertson said, no position to-mak e. <Xr 

«itiAm*,  J M -  HJyk^uZpL+w 

thafa promise ynv». Tna* oonld ka the first step toward Jfiaf cT-ê entuaI 

released JEtatn  Kuratomi'replied,  "If I ask the boys in the stookade 

to adopt this plan, I'll have to give them my word. If anyth ing goes 

wrong, I'll have to oommit hara-kiri." Robertson thereup on refused to 

allow Kuratomi to take responsibilities ouiivlnclflg the interned 

tto-jbers of the IJogotlal  hî  Ouimnittee that they sheuld resign, for he 

could give no guarantee of releai 

Kuratomi then suggested that two internees be allowed tem porary 

freedom "to convinoe the people that this is the thing to do. " He added 

that the group Robertson had talked to was not strong enough  to lead 

the people. Robertson said he would approaoh the Administr ation with 

this plan, but could hold out no hope. Kuratomi promised , "If you re-

lease two, we'll resign and tell the people to hold an electi on." -II -

Hfc.ll rr'Hl 1 irllj ygrfflrt tillftt F^*''»«"" «Will »nwtint. tha frrn up in fcha 
colony and Lmll tinww th*M until the roleitse of the internee s was 

gtiarmitjAd. mallum sliuuld leuiaiii  srs cney were• q§ / 

^^er^B^^wi^unabl e te^Je&jiay oooperationftfrem  Mr >  Best on-

iWls umildi'.Jln fact. Best warned him that Mrs. Matsuda, at  whose home 

the meeting was held was a terrible troublemaker and if he pe rsisted 

in oalling on her she would probably run out of the house some time, 

screaming, "Rape." Two days later, one of the boys to whom R obertson 

had spoken, was picked up. 
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This oontaot which Mr. Robertson made with the remnants of th e 

alleged agitating group was the beginning of a split betw een him and 

Mr. Best. Mr. Best disapproved of having anything to do wit h these 

trouble makers. Moreover, as Robertson's reputation for f airness, 

oourtesy and consideration filtered through the colony h e achieved a 

tremendous popularity whioh contrasted greatly with the combination of 

dislike, scorn, hatred and criticism manifested toward Bes t by almost 

all the Japanese. Undoubtedly this was reported to Mr. Bes t by his 

spies, Japanese and Caucasian. The fact that moat evaouees , when 

troubled or needing advice, would come to the office and co nsult Mr. 

Robertson and seldom come near Best did not escape Mr. Seat 's notice 

either. The attitudes toward these two Administrators and t he split 

in their personal points of view, developed steadily in t he months to 

come and will be described in detail later. 

Mrs. Matsude, meanwhile, came to be regarded as the most anno ying 

trouble maker on the project by Mr. Best and Mr. Schimdt, h ead of the 

Police. This reputation was not altogether unjustified, since she as-

sumed a prominent place in the counter Coordinating Commit tee and counter 

Administration aotions whioh arose in the colony. Her br other, Tokio 

Yamane had been arrested on the night of November 4 and she ha s agitated 

constantly for his release. According to a statement mad e to her by 

Tsuda, her brother was among those seriously beaten. A hands ome and 

energetic young woman, she gave the Administration and th e Police 

little rest with her demands that justioe be given her bro ther. As a 

result, aocording to her acoount, she has been Objected to  constant 

persecution by the Polioe. On several oooasions, members of the police 

foroe have entered her home and subjected her to "third degr ees." 

m ^ m m 
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She states that Mr. Sohidt told her, "Why don't you stay home and mind 

your kids* Even your own people hate you. They say you're a liar 

and indeoent and oonoeited. Go ahead and tell,this to the d amn 

Spanish Consulate. The next time he'« here I'll tell him a fe w 

things." On one occasion, Sandburn and O'Brien, policem en, entered 

her home and accused her and her husband of being espionage a gents. 

"All the time they were threatening me to withdraw. They 
told me that for my own good I should take a letter to Schmid t 
before sending it to the Spanish Consul or Mr. Robertson. I 
was so frightened. They said they were going to try and ge t me 
for federal offioe. . . . When I went to see Mr. Robertson 
Internal Seourity, they came. . and gave me a third degree. 
They said, "Hereafter you'll be denied a pass to the Admi nistration 
building. They phoned Mr. Robertson two or three times w hile 
I was there, accusing him of seeing me. 

They sent two boys beaten up worse than my brother to 
Santa Fe. Sone of the boys had eight stitches taken in his 
head. These boys were beaten after the incident while they 
were being examined (in the Statistics office). If these b oys 
were sent baok to the oolony it would be exposed. . . . 

One boy kept saying at the hearing, "Mr. Sohmidt attaoked 
me," Mr. Sohmidt said, «If you'll withdraw that statement, 
I'll release you.'" ^ 

Mrs. Matsuda is nisei, and has a brother in the United State s 

Army, fighting in the South Paoific. She is exoiteable and not in-

clined to minimise any objectionable behavior on the part  of the 

Polioe. However, she gives no indication of being a woman o f low 

character. Had her brother not been kept in the stookade it is pos-

sible that she would not have beoome such a thorn in the fle sh of 

Mr. Best. Her reputation as a trouble maker is so great t hat she is 

aooused of being the instigator of almost all the trouble w hioh arises 

in camp, an obviously incorrect generalisation. Mr. Best 's annoyance 

at her oontact with Mr. Robertson was corroborated by Ro bertson. She 

l Notes, April, 1944, pp. 8 -9, 
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was no longer given a pass to oome to see him* 

FURTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

The Coordinating Committee with the support of the Divisi onal 

Responsible Men had sucoeeded in bringing the people back  to work. 

While reemployment proceeded slowly at first, it gradually gained momen-

tum so that within a month, as far as work was ooncerned,  the center 

oould be oonsidered back to normal. However the Committe e failed 

utterly to gain popular support or to bring about even a se mblance of 

cooperation between the oolonists and the Administration. During 

the latter part of January up to the middle of February, th e Com-

mittee oontinued its efforts to have the Administration oo ncede to 

certain requests whioh would make a good impression on the oolonists. 

In certain very minor matters, the Administration ooopera ted, in all 

major matters it put the committee off. By the first of Fe bruary 

the Coordinating Committee were already oonsoious of th eir impotence 

and suggested that it might be well for them to step down an d make way 

for a permanent body. In mid-February they handed in the ir first re-

signation whioh was not aooepted. 
« 

During the latter part of January, the Committee recommen ded the 

increasing of farm acreage, additional work opportunitie s and stockade 

releases. On eaoh request they were put off with administrat ive 

statements that the time was not yet ripe. However, one impo rtant re-

quest was granted. After several request the Administr ation approved 

the organisation of a group of informers and guards, called "fielders", 

whose function it was to proteot the Coordinating Committe e from 

"radioals" and to gain information on the activities of agi tators. 

Thirty young men and woment were hired for this purpose and put on 

the Administration payroll. 


