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Hosalie liankey
Uila April, 1944

On October 14, a speeding fire truck answering a call turned over,
Three firemen were seriocusly injured, This was followed two days later
by a far more serious accident, A farm truck carrying at least 206 men
turned over, The account published in the Tulean Dispatech of October 16,

arrees in every importent detail with the stutements of informantsg

TWENTY~NINE FARM WORKERS INJURED IN SECOND ACCIDENT, FIVE ARE CRIZICAL

Sof't Shoulder Beside Road Causes Truck to Overturn

Five residents were gericusly injured and twentyefour
others were treated for minor injuries yesterday afternon
in the second major accldent to ococcur in the project within
a weok, The eritically injured workers were: Tatsu Kashima,
ioghio Yamada, Kensaburo Sawada, Tom Nakao and Takeshi Takagi,

The extent of the injuries was not known by the hospital
at the time the paper went to press, Fagsangers with minor
injuries were immediately sent home following treatments,

While speeding along about thirty miles per hour on
the newly oconstruoted highway to the projeet farm, a truck
filled with farm workers turned over near the chicken farm
when the driver attempted to pass & slowemoving truok, As
the truck was overtaking the front vehiele, the hind wheel
slid on the locse gravel bordering the highway end struck
a soft shoulder, causing the Ford stake trueck to turn over,
Five passengers were pinned under by the rolling vehicle,

The workers were returnin; to_the project farm to harvest
the mature crops., The accident occurred about two miles
northwest of the center on the road to the farm,

The driver of the ill-fated truck was Harry Maruneo,

formerly of Heart Mountain, Further detalls of the mishap

will be published in the Tuesday issue,

The colonists blamed WRA for plaoing these men's lives in the hands
of the supposedly reckless driver, a boy 18 or 19 years old, The following
day no farm workers appeared for work, The so=called farm strike-had begun,
The only information on its instigation appears in a letter translated

from the Japanese whioh X placed in his Soeioclogioal Journal, "I don't

know the details yet, but I understand that the strike started when one

Kibel had made a speech to the farm workers that they should not go to work
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until the Administration anncunced what they would do to these injured
persons," y
Several r emarks made by ordinary residents several months later

indicate that the general camp feeling at the time of the farm accident
and the strike was not uniform: From N, an intelligent Nisei bloock mams ger:

"I said, "Why didn't they put in some licensed driver, Who does
the truck hiring? Does the placement officer put anybody in? Did the head
of Placement have experience in that flield?

I didn't blame them for striking, BDefore we came here they
sald they had requested a regular Army truck (tetransport farm workers ),

They had suzgested it many times and they ocouldn't pget it, In October
it's pretty cold to ride in an open truck."

From 0, & Kibei block manager, stongly - inelined to a poliey of
peace, order cvedience to the Administrations

"They said strike, That time we had so many asores from vhich
to get vegetables, I don't see any reason in a way why they should quit
working, since we got so muoh p oductive stuff, They oould consult WRA
officials while they're working, They could talk instead of quit, If
the conference didn't go through, they they could quit," 8/

From "I'm an intelligent practical young man, very antieadministrating”
"I felt that the people on the ferm at that time were more or

less unreascnable in striking because they could have kept on working and
watched a satisfactory negotiations te be put through before striking,
They jumped the gun, It was brough om by high pressure speskers,"” Jg

From these and other statements it is apparent that although a camp
wide sentiment that something ought to be done about the accidents existed,
approval of thestrike itself was not very strong, Satisfactory information

on what took plese in the colony in the next few days is impessible to

obtaln, However, the twe acoidents ocourring in two days caused such

indignation that a group of colonists determined to take aotion, This group

was later to be krown as The Representatives or the Daihyo Sha Kai,5/ Ine

mediate r the farmmeident, it proceeded to ormiu the colonists with
‘ g E g !t, Pe 'o
{ No tes April pPe 20,

Ibi.d, po 80
T/ The literal English translation is legotiating Committee,
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astonishing rafiity, Ite first overt act was to suprest the seleotion of
representatives from each of the blocks, The Administration was at that
tinme quite ignorant of how this was carried on, Opler and Spicer hold
that the leaders began laying their pleans immediately after the segregees
entered Tule, but no evidence proving this contention has been obtained,
Four trustworthy ln‘romnm state that the first move toward organization
they know of occurred after the farm acoident., The statements of these
pecple and many others, re;ardless of whether they are supporters or critics
of the Dalhyo Sha, are in unanimous agreement that after the farm accident,
an amorphous, apparently self-appointed group, asked the pecplein block
meetings and at mess to select a representative from each block,

M., one of the men elected,

"The blook representatives were elected by the pecple,
I was voted in, It's a big responsibility and you stiock your

neok out, 1'm aoting for the people,” y

N., & block manager, ostensibly neutrals

"The Daihyo Sha were all elected af'ter the segrerees
ceme in, ey were elected after the farm acoident,
L)

Nrs. Oda, wife of a block manager and not sympathetic to the

Dnim Shes

"They came from the farm ineident, They may have been
started already before that (this statement prompted by R,H.)
After the accident and before the funeral we were told to
et & representative from each blook, I don't know who was
behind it, At that time the people wanted to get together
and speak to the Project Director,” y

Mr, Oda, block manager, stands for peace and order:
"in this block I think they held a meeting and aprointed
a man for block representative, They thought he was capable,

But some blooks eleoted them, There were 63 representatives
in the organization,” y

1,, sympathetic to Daihyo Shai

"411 of the respective people in the block elected them, ,... It

¥ Notes, March, p. 62,
_(m, March, p. 4.
3/ 1bvid., p. 38
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was just a case of whioh representatives seemed most able. After
every meeting the representatives always came back and at surper
called for silence, They'd take Ayes and Yos for any question
then, If there was no time in mess they'd call a special meeting
at night," 1/

"Wwhat you oall the block representatives always existed even
previous to the trouble, Out of those that were representatives a
lot relocated and new ccmers were elected to take their place ...
But there were gquite a few old ocnes and that's one of the reasons
why thepeople got so burnt up, The name, Dal Sha was first
heard after the trouble (farm scoldent) ... Under that title they
tried to carry on the first negotiations,

"It was definitely deoided by block consent to attend the
funeral, and make it aproject wide affair by the Negotiating
Commit tee," 2/

Mr, Yosumura, member of the Co-op and definitely opposed to Da
sha, made the following statement, Ie has prowadninistration leanings;
En!

v one other informant, Aklitsuki who is also anti-Daihyo=-Sha eriticised
the fact that the committee was chiefly composed of persons wWno were not

old residents of Tule Laxe, There may have been some opiticiem in Vgvember,
but it is doubtful that it was widespread on this point,

"It wag done this way., I'm from Minddoka, Quite a few other
people ceme from different parts of the country and were mixed up
in my block, guite a few from Jerome, Gila, Heart Mountain, Topas
and Poston, and a few that stayed here, They wanted to elect some=
one to represent our block. 1 didn't know anybody but from Minidokas,
So we had to do scmething, Naturally we elected somecne fromiinie
doka, The result is more people from other ocenters gpot elected,
These representatives went to meet and elected someons among
the representatives to ne otiate with the governsent, Nobody
knows exactly who they were, Probably they were elected by
pressure group methods." 8/

From & letter sent to X before October 24y

ves 811 the farm workers went on a strike and the camp is ina
big commotion demanding the Administration to aceount for the
ascident, Every bleok held a meeting and elected a representative
to form & council to negotiate with the Administration,” &/
Hepresentatives were accordingly glected from all but two bloecks,
either by eleotion or aprointment, As to the legitimacy of this bedy
proper, there can be no doubt, But the character of the group which instigated
the elections remains, for the most part, a well kept secret, Spicer believes
_i/ Notes, Feb., p. 18,
Wotes, Mar, p. 39
E“‘ F.h.P. 27
¥'s Soololorical Joumal, Oct, 27, 1943, p. 7.
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that Kai, Kuratomi, end other "leaders" had been "sizing up the situation
from the minute they came in," that they were well acquainted with the
"fool of dissatisfaction by the time the farm trouble started ... These

minority leaders (in other centers) with a z00d deal of experience in

center polities gzot together as scon as they reached Tule Lake and began
to develop plans for dominating the majority here with their program and
leadership,” 1/ The most influential leaders probably were from other

oenters, espeolally from Jerome,2/ However, that they had been plotting

deliberately to take over center leadership since their entrance to Tule,
N

rests only on the statements of ihformers and is, at present, an open
question, 8/ Mr, Furihara, although he was still confined in Leuppe ab
this time, is almost certain that the pioture of the leaders plotting since
their arrival at Tule is false,

"That opinion was olroulated by the Caucasian people, that the
boys from Topas.smd Jercme were trying to get hold of the eontrolling interest
and trying to get the people under their eontrol, When those boys had acted,
we had quite a discussion in Leupp with Mr, Fredericks, He strongly believed
at that time this opinion jottem through the newspapers, that those boys
from varicous centers were trying to get hold of the leadership in the camp,

I argued with him that it wasn't s@, The only reason the boys from Jerome
took the legdership here was because they themselves were leaders in Jerome,
When they got here they naturally took leadership again, especially of the
Jorome faction, Jerome econstituted the greatest number, I doubt whether
they were trying to get leadership or that the plot was formed before, A
thing of that nature happens spontaneously," J

Many of the colomists were pus:zled by the d evelopment; some thought
making demands to the Administration was silly, There was and still is cone
siderable ctitiolsm of some of the policies of the selected body, the Daihyo
Sha Kai, on the part of its supporters and by neutral colonists, It would be
a grave error, however, to label the bulk of the representatives fanatics

and agitators, When reliable information is obtained, they will almost
%/ See Spicer's letter, Report, Dee, 24, pp. 28, 29,
gmh may some day be settled by contecting Kai end Kuratomi themselves,

Notes, March p, 47,
'HB'E-". April p. 17,
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gertainly be shown to be comparatively able men, most of them respeoted in

their bloocks, selected because they were ccnsidered men or courage and, or

because they had participated in some type of Adminis trative negotiation in

the Relocation eenters fromwhich they came,l/ The selection of men who had
proved themselves in negotiations in other centers explains their preponderance
on the Daihyo Sha (one of Mr, Best's expressed objections to the body )«2/

It was composed mostly of Issei and Kibei,3/

First Meeting of the Daihyo Sha Kai,

On October 17, the dey after the farm accldent, these elected and
appointed block representatives met in the bleck 16 messhall and held their
first formal meetinz, The minutes of this and later sessiocns werecbtained
and translated from the Japanese by Byron Akitsuld, 4/ Since Akitsuki later

took an important pert in fighting the daihyo Sha Kai,this document must

be employed with oircumspection, lowever, the translation appears to be fundae
mentally honest and exact, The mimutes will be quoted and disoussed here at
length for they are the most signifiocant existing dooument relating to the
spectacular events to come, The oour-\o of business and the toples of dls=
cussion reveal the psychological state, the motives and the intentions of the
body, which, as has been stated previously, were largely misundsrstood by
the administration,

The meeting was attended by 73 men, each representing a block and by
others whé are referred to as "non~Daihyo Sha,” Nominations were made for
a ohairman and Hyakutaro Mori was appointed temporary chal rman by applause,
It was then sugrosted that all non-members leave the floor to facilitate

the calling of the roll, Whether this suggestion was carried ocut cannot

y I base this statement partly on my own judgment and partly on
the hypothesis of J, Kurihara, See Notes, March, pp. 15, 47, April, p. 17,
§/ Ibid,,p. 26 T,
Toid,, p. 62
The presentation of these translated minutes to the study was done
in absolute confidence, Nr, Akitsuki's name must not be mentioned in publie
cation without his permission,
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be determined from the minutes, Another surgestion was immediately put
forwardy that a vice=chairman be selected before roll oall, The meeting
proceeded with nominations for the office of cha'rman and the result of

the voting was as follows; T, Kuratomi, 29; H, Mori, 20; A, Takahashi, 9,
In this manner Georpge EKuratomi was elected chairman, It was recommended
that Mori, as secomd highest running candidate be made vice-chairman, which
was done, With the understanding that the seoretaries need not be Daihyo
Sha Kai mémbers, llitoshi Katayame, Taneka and 3, Komiya were appointed
Japanese Seoretaries and Meguml Yoshiyame, English Secretary,

Kuratomi delivered an eddress, stressing that the agenda of this
meeting was of great significance to the colonists and that rash and inoone
siderate disoussion should be restralned,

Hagama of the agricultural department now read a resolution cone
cerning the disposition of those injured in the aceident, (The translator
was unable to obtaln this resolution,) Kuratomi ecalled for the expression
of unreserved oplnion on the subjeect,

Chair (Kuratomi); Before entering our discussion, I wish to recommend
& definite policy by which we are to aot in the future, therefore, will every=
one express thelr own unreserved opinion on this matter?

Kai (representative of block 5): Since the tive is limited, we
should prooceed with some specific agenda first,

Chairy Mr, Kai's motion is very thoughtful, shall we begin with
the report of the farm inoident?

Kais I recommend that the farm department employees present the
reconmendation of the warehouse department,

(Thereupon Hatano explained fully the recormendation of the warehcuse
emoyees, (1) Prosecution of the responsible parties, (2) Termination of
minors, (8) Urgency of consultation with the Administration and the Spanish
Consul, (4) Report of the consultation with the Administration should be
submitted to the Spanish Consul as soon as pos-ible, and (6) Disposition of
the case of those injured in the farm accident, 1/

Kaithen requested that Nighicka, the foreman of the Motor Poel give

an explanation of the employment of minors, Three representatives from

*1/ Quoted from mimutes, October 17, 1943, p. 2,
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the Motor Pool, Nishioka, Matsunoto and Okamoto alternstely related the story
of the aceident, apolo-ized for the faot that minors had been enployed and
stated that they were doing their utmost to "bring a satisfactory result

of the disposition of the case,” appesling to the body to give them full

support, After considerable discussion on the employment of drivers 16

years of age (the driver in the second accident was 19), whether the

driver had a chaufeur's license and whether Social Security ecompensation
might be applica'le a sugrestion was made from the floor to select a committee
to olarify the matter, Kai suggested that instead, the body proceed with ure
gent negotiation plans regarding the inoident, The remainder of the meeting
is inecluded here in toto,

Chair: I have a rlan to make, that is, instead of approaching the whole
issue at this time, investigation should be made by departments, I sugrest
that the body select a comnittee to make the investigationm,

Takshashis Before going into the selection of comnittees, I want to make olear
The legality of l6=year-old youths driving trucks and also if acoident
poliey is applieable on this matter,

Chairs Iwlll have the investigating committee undertake the job,

Kais We have heard enough from the Motor pool representatives that we wish
To ask them for their support of this bedy's future poliecy when it is decided,
(Any statement made by Kel was applauded by the majority of the body, Theree
upon Nishioka, Matsunaza, and Okamoto were exoused from the floor,)

Uehidas Did the foreman of the azricultural division notify the occurence of
That scoldent with the nanes of those persons injured to the Administration
within 48 hours?

Chief foreman Satef (walked up to the chair and answered) As I was afraid %o
Pe toaken as 1f I wore taking side of the Administration, I hesitated to go
alone to report this matter, I did not, as yet, make any report to the
Administration,

Uchida: T suggest that this Committee be elected to prosecute the matter
Im ediately with the Administration,

Kal: I guestion foreman Sato's responsibility, since he, os a responsible man,
not report such, I suggest that an investigation comnittee be formed

at once to consult with the Administration, (The su-gestion was approved

by great applause,)
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Mohri; Improvement of roads, shower rooms, latrines, and also the inside

oFf the mess halls should be takem up with the Administration, (le then
asked the Chair to consult the body,) We cannot afford to neglect or ignore
such important matter as improvement of living condition, at this time,

(The Chair expressed that difficulties must be enoccuntered in meking such
extensive investigation at this time by the Committee, Thereupon Nohri

indi gnantly read the resclution passed at the block manager's meeting,

Blook 19 representative read a recommendation of his bleck in econnection
with the betterment of living condition,

As Bloek 4 Ikeds reported that a-cording to Dp, Hashiba, T. Kashima, who

was injured in the inoident (farm), was in a very critical condition, silence
reigned the meeting, Ikeda again pointed out the inhuman atbitude taken by
the WRA when a fire truck turned over four days ago. In spite of the fact
that there are three ambulances only one is &n operation fr a colory of this
sice,

Heyashis I have been informed from an authentie source that farm products
are beingz transported to the 4Army and Navy, I demand that this body take
action and !nvestigate fully., If facts are esteblished, we should altogether
refuse shipment to the outside,

Shimadas As one means of solving employment problem, I like to see the publie
sohool re-opened as soon as possible for the sake of minor children,

Nishiockas Bloek 723 Properties owned by the colonists are their assets,
whioh we should prevent loss by fire or theft by all means, Therefore, I
recommend that the fire department of this Center be improved, byproviding
more fire extenguishers; fire hose, and trucks, Even though the population
in Heart Mountain is less than this Center, they have more and better fire
equipments, For instance, they have 25,000 feed of hose and fire extinguisher
in each apartment, Since our bank accounts are frogen and we have no other
means of income than our meager salary, we should be provided with all those
necessary equipment to prevent fire, I understand that in some blooks,
especially Slock 68, they have insufficient water supply end they are very
much handicapped, I recommend that at least 200 gallons of water per person
daily should be allotted,

Takahashi; I make a motion to proceed with the business to be discussed and
Feolded which must be presented to the Administraticn, Besides, time is pete
ting l!’:ﬂ”.

Chairs By discussion, we have planned to consult the Administration with all
the lssues of the Center, Therefore, we must discuss regarding creation of
departments to draw up the resolution,

Takahashis I wish to correct the titles of some committees,
Chairs We should prepare the resolution in writing se that we can present

the Administration as well as to the Spanish Congul, as I regard the
time to be opportune now,

/
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Nii, Blook 41: I sugpest that we select committees on ward basis,

Kotani: Ward basis is not practical, since we need the most intelligent
perscns in our comnittees,

Chairs For your reference, let me explain the Sanitation Committee and the
oxtent of its duties,

%.%I I sugrest that the farm ineident be treated independently, The
omm e on Betterment of Center Condition should prepare all reports of
thelir investigation to be submitted later, As far as the Center condition
betterment coumittee is concerned, I would like % recommend the following
sube=divisions: betterment of delivery of food, hospital, mess hall and food
supplies, and eduscation,

It is definitely known that there are many minors employed in the farm departe
ment, In view of the fact that there are many employable pecple, fair ade
Justment should be made by immediately terminating the minors, The recome
mendation was unanimously aceepted by the bedy,

Chair; What procedure should we take to select the committees for various
departments? 1'd like to suggest that the meeting be held in the Blook
Mansger's office,

Vice~chairman Mori wrote on the blackboard as the Chair specified each commie
ttee's meeting place as follows: Sanitation and Betterment of Living Condie
tion Committee, bloock .44 Manager's office; Farm Incident Settlement Come
mittee, 14; Hospital Committee, 11; Mess Hall and Food Supply Committee, 70;
Education Comnitten, 32; and Negotiating Committee, 29,

VWada, block 48; What should the members of the hog and chiecken farm do in
meantime?

Chairs It is advisable tec have them continue working until the matter is
uiﬂtd, because they must be fed daily,

Kubota and Kotani: We agree with the Chair that hoges and ohieckens should be
the odbnist workers,

Chairs Flease select six committees from each ward for the varicus departments
and assemble by 9 o'elock tomorrow morning for elestion, (Approved by all,)

Uohide: Problems we are facing are the greatest importance to tie colonists
WEA should be fully responsible, Therefore, the Comnittee should do
their utmost to bring about a satisfactory solution,

Chairy We are merely selecting the committee now so you should make that
speech to the Committee,

Xoniyar we should g4onend for unemployment insurance and clothing allowance,
(¢igcling heard from the floor,)

Chairs So much for discussions, we will proceed with the recommendation of
ittee, Esch ward should hold a meeting tomorrow at 9 o'slook at the
follewing places: Blocks 49, 43, 15, 28, 12, 31, and 71, Then the comnittees

will meet at the same placed at 2 o'elock in the afternoon, Now is that clear?
(Each makes note,)
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At this time, it was recommended from the floor that a central Co-ordinating
Committee should be instituted,

Chair: Since all those in the varicus committees will be the creem of the colony,
they fully realize the importunce of thelr duties, whioh makes the organize=
tion of such a Co=ordinating Comnitte.winecessary at this time,

Volce from the Floors: In order to unify the funotions of a body of this size,
it is urgent that a Co-ordinating Conmittee be instituted in the central part
of this Center, This will facilitate the funeotions, advantageous to all those
conocerned, ete, (Interrupted the Chair) such iz the duty of the Come
mittee, The Conmittee w olde a meeting, )

Chairs After the meeting of the Committee at 2p,m, temeorrow, all agenda
dlscussed and decided upon must be immediately reported to the Yegotiating
Committee and the latter in turn will epain thrash the matter and report
back te the varicus Committees for approval,

Voice from the Floor: Such is not necessary, UNegotlating Committee is the
supreme body, Discussion arcse regarding the title of this organisation,
Takkeshitas Before discussing such matters as title of this bedy, isn't
1t more ilmportant to speelfy our policy?

Chair: (with ne reference to Tekeshita's statement he went on to say) We
ve our central office at Blook 20 and the name of the orgenization
will be for the time being Dai-hyo Sha Kai, (! animeusly epproved)

Ancther suggestionvas made to use the former Planning Board office as
headquarters, however, decision had already been reached and the subject

dropped,

Akl t Do the workers of the hog and ohicken farm have to walk? I asked

s because I know the fact that Motor Fool is not operating as usual,
Since the inoident ococcurred in the agriocultural department all the farm
workers stopped working, Doesn't that create some frietion with the farm
workers if the hog and chicken fa'm workers contimie to work?

Chairs If certalin department employed stop work eltogether it will be re=
garded as & strike, The hogs and chiekens should be fed, as we have not
decided on a strike, (No reaction from the floor)

Wadas I wish to make this point clear for the workers of the hop and chicken
Tarm, Whether it is approved by this Committee to eontinue to work,

Takatas Since the farm workers stopped working, why should they (hog and
ohloken farm workers) continue to work, That's not eooperation, to my mind,

Voice from the floor: Strike is not deglared, Therefore, at least animals

shoulr be fed 5y oolonist workers, otherwise we will be short on food stuff,
especially in meat and egg,

Kodama: I am sure that upon declaration of general strike, all divisions
and section workers should stop work altogether, Until them, continue work,

Takuta: We did not come to Tule Lake to get jobs, We came here for the
purpese of returning to Japan, The center management should be taken care
of by the Army and the Administrat on, We have no res onsibility as far

as mane gement of the Center is concerned, Therefore, why do we "ot support
the farm workers and go into a strike?
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Chair: We will bring up the issue to the Administratién just as soon as the
Corr ittée ocompletes its investipgation and preparation,

I¥edas Since the M,P.s have confiscated cur passes for no reason at all, It

means that we are prohibited from going out of the fence, Why should we
continue to work?

Chair: We have absolute confidence that we will win in this oconsultation with
the Administration on this issue, Iowever, we should think about the time
of tiis nmegotiation, If the hog farm workers should strike at this time

and prove to be a failure, we have no excuse to offer to those injured,

Uehidas We have never had chicken or pork on our tables and I presume that
Fogs and chickens do not belong to us, Why should we assume regponsibility
for anything that doesn't belong to us?

Chairs That problem will be settled by the Food Supply and Mess Hall
Eo"m!tt..l.

workers
Akiyamas Assuming that the hog farms/eontinue to work then, will the loter
Foo* E&o responsibility of the workers' transportation?

Chair and Vicewchairs Motor Pool has nothing to do with this problem, Ve

want the WRA to have the impression that we are working by just merely
feeding the animals,

The problem of whether the ciioken and hog farm workers should continue
to work was put to vote, The result was as follows: Yes 58 and ¥o.7.

Chairs As it is getting late we will adjourn the meeting, (The Chair
Treminded the body to see that tommrrow's meeting is attended and soothed
the vedy by saying, "I will have the title of this organization discussed
amont the executives,")

After the meeting was adjourned, it was ocsuticned that since majority of
the farm workers think that the strike is postponed, the chances are that
they will go back to work on Mondey, In that case, the question is
whether there is any way of notifying them that they should not report te
work,

Chairs Ve will have the blook managers make the anncuncements in each mess
ball to inform them,

Takahashi, at this time, made & motion that the chairmsn should be the
president and the vice-chairman , the vice-president of this organisation,
Sinoce time was so late everyone was anxious to go home that they unamimously
approved with apnlsuse,

There is no reason to doubt that this meeting was not the first
offieial meeting of the blook representatives, although there is indlca=-
tion of some preliminary planning in the report of the warehouse department

and in the naming of the five committees on Sanitation and Betterment of
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Living, Farm Inoident Settlement, Hospital, Mess Hall and Food Supply.
Eduecation, and the Negotiation Committee which is shortly after referred
to as "the supreme body" by a voice from the floor,

The vielent interjections by members who desired immrovement of roads
shower rooms, latrines, the inside of the messhalls, the reference to
the "inhuman attitude of WRA toward the accident,” and the expressed convioe
tion that feod was being sent to the U.,8, Army and Navy are noteworthy,
Kuratomi at first reminded the body that the extensive investigation ine
volved in going intoe these matters would make the comnittee's task (he
rrobably meant Negotiating Comnmittee) very diffioult, However, he gave
way and stated, "By discussion we have plammed to consult the Administration
with all the issues of the Center,"

The silence whioch fell on tho.moting when Kashima's serious

condition was mentioned is typical of s Japanese group, (Aecording to the

Tulean Dispateh, Kashima was already dead, It is possible that the news

of his death was not immediately released,)

The meeting appears cheotie, erratic, very emotional and extremely
unorraniged, for whioh the translation may be partly responsible, Nevere
theless,the menmbers came to several concrete deelsionsi to put the colonists!
grievances with regard to the farm accident and the living condition in the
colony before the administration and the Spanish Consul, to continue to
feed the hogs and chickens, to hold frequent meetings, and to accomplish

the task of preparing their resolutions as fast as possible,

The administretion knew nothing of this organization proceding within
the colony and faced the loss of the greater part of the farm orop, Three
days passed during which the colonists made no attempt to negotiate with
the administration, On October 20 Mr, Best, the FProject Director, issued

a statement pointing out that an imwediate report had been sent to the
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U.8, Employment Gempensation Commission, that no official spokesman for the
farm workers had come forward, that the entire farm ecrop must be harvesbed,
adding the following ultimatums

"If the farm workers are nct interested enough in the settlement of
this problem to send officlal spokesman to the administration by 8130 a.m,
October 21st, 1t will be necessary for the WiA to request harvesting by the
Army and consequent loss of the orops to evacuees, 1/

(By "loss" Mr, Best means only the loss of food; eolonists cbtain
no money and get no ecmpensation from the sale of these farm stuffs),

So far as can be determined, this untimatum brought no response
frvom "official spokesman," The reason for this delay on the part of the

oolonists 1s olear, The meeting of October 17 indicates that the organise

ing group, the Dalhyo She Kai, had undertaken a formidable and time oconsum=

| inr emount of organization and investigation, Informant X, & loyal evacuee
gent from Tule to Gila on November 8, explained the situations
"They were not prepared to make thelr demands. They were trying to

figure out the proper approach, They wanted to ask each block's opinion
getting thelr channel werk dong" _2/

Controversy over Publie Funeral
When Kashima's death was announced, the Daihyc Sha Kal decided by

blook consent to attend and make an occasion of his funeral, The intensity
of public sentiment at this time is well illustrated by the following remarks
made by M, one of the representatives:

"The figured the people who got hurt (when the truck turned over)
represented the whole center ... They knew they souldn't all get in (the
gymnasium) dbut they wanted to give him an honorable funeral beceuse he
represented all of us,"3/

Shisue Kal and George EKuratoml, as menbers of the legotiating committee,
now approached Mr, Best and asked permission to use the high school gymnasium

for the funeral. While Mr, Best was still undecided, ancther group came forward,

%/ Tulean Dispateh, October 21
2/ . 24, 1943, p. 12,

2epors,
3/ Notes, March, p. 63,
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stating that they, rather than the Kai-Fugmtoni group should be given charge
of the funeral, that they would be able to keep things under control, 1/

This second group implied that the Kai-Kuratomi group were redical, Both
groups were cautious and secretive in the extreme as to their exaet origin

and their econneotions, beyond insisting that they were representatives of the
pecple, DBest made an effort to meet the second group, sending representatives
to certain barracks when requested, but the plan misearried, 2/ Nothing more
has been heard of this seo nd groups. 3/

Mr, Best did not know whieh group to believe. The Daihyvo Sha Kai

rese tod his refuseal to accept then as legltimate representatives, but,
understandably, did not choose to expose the foundations of their organiza=
tion, Opler states:

"The Administration was aware of a group, The represontatives of it
would come to talk to Best, They didn't feel it was necessary to tell the
the Administration how they had ocome to exist or who they were, They were
pretty muoh organized from the inside," 4/

Eventually Best decided that he would give neither group the use
of the gymnasium, This aroused great resentment and strengthened the
position of the Daihyo Sha,

I says:
"Mr, Best, in view of the fact that the crops were yet te be got
in and that the farmers had not as yet returned te work, saw fit to refuse

the request of the said committee, This, as you can see, was the act that
sowed the seed for what was te come later" _5/

M. Says:

"The funeral didn't oame out right, Ifhe'd (Best) run it normally
1 don't think nothing like this wuld have happend,”§/

_}/ Ibid,, pe 57
_s/wﬁw_.',’ Feb. v, 20,
_/ ormants I, and M, may be able %o give more information and

posslibly N,
Notes, Mar, p. 2§

€/ Notes, Mar., p. 61
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Denied the use of the gymnesium, the Daihye Sha determined to use
the ocutdoor pavilion, A great crowd attended, foroced to come by threats
says Spleer, th ugh, more probably because they shared the attitude expressed
on p, 7, However, M,, himself a member of the committee, aduitted to me
that threats had been employed,
"There were hoodlums like that, They didn't know any better," 1/
Ootober 23, the day on which the rites were celebrated was an unseasone
elly celd and windy dey. The mourners and spectators were most uncomfortable;
the Buddhist dignitaries were nearly blown off the platform,
The first act of viclence on the part of any of the colonists cocurred
at this funeral, Mr, Best wished to give the Japanese the impression that
& record was being taken,2/ He, therefore, sent the report's officer, John
D, Cook, to the funeral with orders to stay in his car and act as if he were
taking photographs, Opler, the Community Analyst, who states that he was
one of the two Caucasians present besides Cook, saw a group of young men
in the background, He thought they were mourners who intendéd to walk
behind the bler, These young men formed themselves into a line between
the warden's headquarters and the platform, It was not apparent that they
were a pnard, Cook disrepgerded Best's purported orders, left the car and
took many piotures, The guard which objected to the taking of official
plotures desoended upon him took his o\mn by foroe and tossed him, took
his csmerp by force and tossed him inte the air, Opler states decidedly
that it wes all over in a moment, The camera and films were returned later,
The identity of the boys is unkmown,  Opler says that they were Kibei.3/
It is probable that they were yaunger members cf ardent supporters of
the Daihyo Sha Kai,

Ibid,

é/WOplor'a eye-witness acoount of this funeral, N,tes, Feb, pp,20, 21
How Mr, Opler oaun ¢ istinguish a Kibei from a Nisei oy looking at
him, I do not know,
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On the day of the funeral the Tulean Dispatch published the report
from the U,§, Employment Compensation Commission, stating that the amount
of compensation to whiech the widow and children were entitled was twokliirds

of

of his monthly wage u/tho date of the acoident, i,e,, the widow would
receive §10,66 or §9,00, depending on the hubband's eclassification,

This sum, the representatives and many of the pecple thought inadeguate,
An indication of the scorn which was manifested by some of the delonists
appears in the letter written by "I" on November 18:

"The office then published in the local paper that the

'Compensation Law' that governs govermment employeed was applicable

in this instance: and that the widow and the somr of the beforee

mentioned deceased was entitled to the grand sum of 60 per cent of

whatever he was making in a month, Namely, 60 per cent of the

kingly wage of 16 big dollars," 1/

The events of the next twe days are not clear, Data can probably

be obtained from Spicer's fortheoming report, All that is certain is that

lir, Best held m oconference with representatives of the Daihyo Sha on October

26 at which time the represetatives propcsed that the colomy be granted selfe
government, that is, a central governing bedy of evacuees, 2/ It is aluost
certain that other requests or "demands" were made, Until more data sre
obtained the reecder is referred to the discus ion of demands on p, *
Mr, Best's reply is not known, His attitude, at this time, however, isdese
eribed by Dr, Opler as follows:
"On some of the meetings with Best, only Kai and Kuratomi

would come-up and say, 'We are the representatives of the people,’

He'd ask them, 'Who do you represent?' They'd parry away in there

(Best's office). On one ocoasion Kai just stormed out of the room,

See Report, Dec, 24, pp, 20,21
See Spieer's letter to Frovinse, Ibid,, p. 29,
3/ See lNotes, March,p. 59,
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"Best challenced the comnittee with the fact that there
were no Tuleans (on it) ... Instead of recognieing the committee
as I said he should he was always making a fanfare over the
word representative, lie'd argue with the committee about the
meaning of the word representatove, FHe'd argue with the com=
mittee about the meaning of the meaning of the word re-
presentative,” y

This hesitation over recognizing the representatives whom the
colonists had elected or appointed increased the unpopularity of lir,
Best and strengthened the power of the Negotiation Committee,

Oetober 27 Best tdegraphed Charles F, Ernest, Project Director

at the Topas Center and .. Lo s , of Poston, requesting the

recruitment of farm workers to harvest the erops at Tule lake, 2/ The following

day he terminated the s'#iking farm workers as of October 19, "due to falure
to report for work,"” 8/ The first contingent of farm workers arrived in
Tule October 30, It was com only believed that Best had stated that he
would take no aotion in regard to the strike without notification, Maxy
colonists were convinced that Best had broken his word, The harvesters
were regarded as strikebreaking double-crossers, HResentment increased,

I says
all
"previcus to/this, Mr, Best gave word that any action
he decided to take to harvest the orops in the fields would
first be made publie to the evacuees and the evacuee farmers,
However, with no notification whatever he had brought in about
90 or 100 "yes<Yes" Japanese to take over the harvesting," &/

M,, Member of the Daihyo Sha says:

"The harvesters who came in were Japanese, That's what you
oall the double ecross, It was just like an antiestrike, Best
stopped the work but didn't give them a chance to consider it,

He gave the people no notice of the fact that he was going to
bring in the farm workers" ... If the Adninistration has put
out offieially that they couldn't do things (at the begimning
of the trouble) I don't think the pecple would have pot so
angry, But they didn't tell the people anmything,” &

1/ 1vid,, pp. 25, 2¢, I doubt that Opler went as far as to advise
Best to recognize the committee, In Feb, he said that they were violent
radicals, In Mareh, when efforts to organize the community were stalemated,
he had changed his mind,

Footnotes continued on next page,
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(Footnotes eontinued)

}_érrho Toeu Times (Oot, 28, 1943), contains an interesting state~
ment by Mr, Ernsts 'in discussing the job 1 have been asked to find out if
there is any trouble like a 'strike' at Tule Lake, Last night I phoned
to Tule Lake and received #his information, *There is no 'strike' or labor
trouble at Tule Lake.' The residents of Tule Lake had have meetings with
their project director and have said they did not feel they should harvest
crops thatwre going to other centers.”

In Poston the existence of the strike was not officially announced
until Oet, 51 (Poston Chronicle), The workers were offered 50 cents to
$1.00 an hour. "X" states that the telegram of Oct., 27 did not state that
a strike was in progress but did say that the Tule Lake people had refused
to harvest the orop for shipment to the "loyal people” in other centers.
X's Sociological Journal,Oct. 27, pp. 2, 10,

3/ Tulean Dispateh,Oct, 28, 1943
Report, Dec., 24, p. 13, See also Notes, Fedb., p. 14,
_/ otes, Mar., p. 52.

Food for these unpopular harvest workers was taken by night from
the warehouses which held ate colonists' food, Opler stated that the food
was teken at night because the trucks nrdﬂnudod for other work during
the day. 1/ Evacuees noted the fact that trucks were driven to the ware-
houses, loaded with large quantities of food and then driven from the projeet,
The next morning Japanese emplcyed in the warehouse checked up on the nissing
items., According to one informant they found 120 sacks of rice, 50 cases of
milk, many eans of corn and pineapple and much flour and catsup gone, They
themselves never received catsup at mess, 2/ The fact that the food at Tule
Lake was, in general, below the standards to which the colonists had been
accustomed at other centers, and the well founded suspicion that graft
existed among the A.P., members of the Mess Division added to the conviction
of injustice, All informants agree that this reuovael of food was resented
most bitterly.

Says M3

"Thd‘{ood happened at night, The pecple didn't know about it,

_y Noteés, February p. 21,
%/ Report, Deec. 24, pp. 13, 21,
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it, Ve fipured this werehcuse was for the center, What would
you think if pecple came in with trucks at night?" 1/

Says I
"These workers were being fed from the project warehouse

from which food was being taken out at all hours of the night

and day, This led the evacuees to believe that they were being

done out of a goodly portion of their food, Subsequent investie

gation upheld this belief,"2/
When the news spread, and the Negotiation Committee sew that it was widely
publielszed, it no doubt angered persons who had hitherto been indifferent
or neutral, Vhen lir, Best was approached on the matter he is reputed to have
said,

"It's none of your business because we haven't issued these things

out to you yet, and besides we're feeding you people properly,” 3/ The

informant added, "They dismissed the case and that was the main trouble,”

It was ot this propitious moment that Dillon Myer arrived on the
project, The Negotiation Conmittee demanded sudience with him and was ree
fused on the ground that it did not represent the pecple, After the de=
monstration at the funeral the Administration probably was of the epinion
that this group was a strongly organized minority of pro-Japsnese radicals
who had seiged power illegally, inflamed bthe pecple against the Administrae
tion and subdued opposition by threats of violence,

The Dalhyo Sha Kai, feéling that it had publie suppert, determined

to foroe reccgnition from the Administration and lay their grievances bee

fore Myer, On the night of QOctober 31 it sent a false message to the mess

hall that on the follewing day Mr, Myer was going to give a speech and the

people were to come to the Administration Bullling to hear it, They were
told to be as orderly as possible and carry no weapons,

"So the representatives passed the word toc each mess hall,

Notes, Mar, p., 62,

'é/i':—fu-e Deo, 24, p. 21,
é o,.P‘F. 13' i‘o
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The asked everybody to come to the Administration Building quietly,
without sticks and without knives in their pockets, They wanted
them to be as gquiet as possible," y

When the crowd which gathered about the Administrative area
appeared insufficient, the hoodlum element either was ordered or tock
it upon themselves to get more people out, They obtained cars and toured
the oamp, exhorting the people to come as "true Japanese" and threatening
those who stayed away, Data are too value to state exactly what the threats
were, The following statement by "I" is probably very close to the truth
except that it is doubtful that the people as he implied were told they
might be shot, The statement is also interesting psychologieally, Like
many persons in camp, "I" sympathizes absolutely with some of the "demands"
of the cormittee; nevertheless, he would not risk his skin at the demonstra=
tion, (Private ncte: get more attitudes on relations to this "order to
demonstrate,”) The following statement by "I" a Dalhyo Sha sympathizer
is probably very eclose te the truth, It is doubtful, however, if the
people were

"When this came out, it so happened that the poon-squad went on

the war path ,.. The people gathered in some bloocks, In some

blocks the representatives asked the pecple to come because

Myer was going to give a speech, Then, when there wasn't enough

people there, a few members of the goon squads got cars, They

said it wasn't safe to remain in the barracks and asked the pecple

to head for the Administrative area, I sat tight, I figured

if I'm going to get shot I ocan get shot here in this barracks.

They tdiced to the people trying to make them go, saying, 'Are

you Japanese or not?"'y

By these various means a large crod was nduced to ocome, Estimates
of its size vary., It may have been as many at 14,000 to the Administration
Building, Veny went ocut Of ouriesitye.

Faced with this exhibition of "public trust in the representatives"

Myer and Best decided to see the comnittee,

y Report, Dec, 24, p, 13,
_/'IS%‘-. Feb., Pe
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The Jepsmese overran the entire Administrative area; the Administration
building was ecompletely surrounded, Many of the appointed personnel were panie
gtricken, The fears of those who had always expected the worst of the colonists
appeared about to be realized, Some fesred rape for their wives and
children, While the conference was going on Dr, Pedicord came cut of the
hospital and using i~sulting language ordered the group about the hospital
to disperse, Four or five of the hoodlum group followed him into the hospital
and into his office, He struck one; they turmed upen him and beat him severely,
The variatien in the versions of this occurrence are lgion, Opler says
Pediocord changed his own version everytime he wes interviewed,l/ Two
Japanese informants said that the boys went to pget Fedicord to ask him
to come to the conference, _8/ However, Opler says that the nurses, who
were eye-witnesses, testified that Pedicord came out of the hospital and
ordered the boys cut,3/ This is corroborated by M., The Daihyo Sha informant,
who added,

"He oame from the inside of the hospital and told them

to go to hell, That's why they went in, They had no

authority in the hospital, A house is like a fortress, They

stepped in because there was reason, I can't walk right into

anybody else's house and make a stinki" _-I/

Best and Myer are said to have realiszed that this episode was un=
related to the . demonstration,5/ Nowever it did not help the negotiations,

What transpired at the meeting between lMyer, Best and the representae
tives of the Daihyo Sha 1is & subject on which members of the Adninistration

and the ocolonists without exeeption are utterly in disagreement, The

Negotiating Committee made an extraordinary nmumber of demands to Myer

and Best, One of X's informants states that in all 33 demands were mado._G/

1/ Notes, Mar,, p, 59

2/ Repoyt, D;O- 24, pp. 13, 22

{'ﬁ%— N‘l'-. Pe (337
es PP. 61,62

B/ Tpler, loe, eit,

5/ X's Sociolcgical Journal, Nov, 4, p, 6; See also Notes, Mar, p. 62
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Unfortunately the comnittes never relessed any written material; evidently
they never stated in writing what they intended to accomplish for the people
or what Pireotor Myer had promised, According to the Administration and to
mary evacuee informants, they assumed anarrogant attitude, "they demanded
rather than requested,"

The demands may be divided into two section, (1) those having
to do with fundamental improvement of the colonists living conditionsy (2)
those having to do with the darfication of the colonists' status as segregoes
or prisoners of war, as U,5, Citisens or eitisens of Japan, Under this latter
heading may also be placed the request that all the inhabitants of Tule
be given the same statusj that those who did not wish to return to Jepan be
segrogated,

The improvement of living conditions had tremendous popular supe
porty the demands for clarification of status had little or mone, In
February and March no informent medioned them, although all were fluent
on the living conditions,

Suggestions to improve living conditions imeluded; the improvee
ment of food, 1/ better housing and better interlors, 2/ the supplying
of mops, bucket and sosp to each bloek..g/ (Suoh articles had not been
given to the colonists on their entrance to Tule in Ootoberj their abe
sence in the dusty ocoal smoke filled atmosphere was & great hardship)j
porches,4/ oleaning up and repdring of the latrines, B/(I entered two
women's latrines in March and found then in e sorry state, Some equipment
for our of ordery everything appeared dingy and overused,) The dismissal

of Dr, Fedicord and those membere of the hospital staff unsympathetio or

rude to the Japanese, 6( Additional compensation was demanded for the widow

Afrx'l Soeclolorionl J;;;nnl E;v. 34, p. 63 Notes Fed, p. 14, Report,
Dec, 24, 4, 21,

_g/ Notes, Mar., p. 47.
1bid, X's Scelologiocal Journal, Wev, 20, p, 4,

Deo, 24, p. 12; Notes, Feb., p, 13,

Eor » Ibid,
*s 8180 p. 21; M’ Febs, p. 133 X's 80010105!0‘1 Journal
B R e
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and children of the farm workers, 1/ that the motor depot and placement
office set certain age linits for persons who drove the trucks and other vee
hicles in the center, 2/ that certain members of the Appointed Staff, pare
ticularly in the lMess Division be dismissed for misappropriation of evacuee

food suppliesp _3/ that no more food was to be taken from the warehouse to feed

the harvesters; y and that food products raised by the Japarese at Tule Lake

were not to be given to the army,. E/

Under political demands, the committee is reputed to have asked
for status of all segregants as Japanese nationals, i.,e,, as prisoners of
warj 6/ and for further segpegation; if necessary, the placement in a
goeparate camp of all persons who although not leyal to the United States
did not wish to return to Japan, 7/

(Insert disoussion on emormity of demends Sakoda=Yosumura)

The requests of a politiocal nature appear to have sprung from the
desires of the leaders themselves, The following quotations show that they
were not the demands which had the support of the peoples
From "I":

"rhe committee decided to recuest that (1) the motor depot and
placement office set certain age limits to people who drive trucks and

ee-sther types o icles within the center, _(2) That the food in gampbe

Ivid,,also p. 21; Notes, Feb., p. 13; X's Socioclo ical Journal Nov, 14,
pP. B3 25, p. 463 Mar, 13, p. Be
Ibld.. Fe 21' Hot.l. F.b. p. 1‘
¥/ Teport, Deo, 24, p. 213 Notes,Feb, p. 14; X's Soeiological Journal,
Nov, 20, p. 43 March 13, p, 5,
gordon Brown (requesting that, since he does not have the evidence on
hand, he be not quoted) states that Caucasian graft at Tule Lake had been
investigated before thé farm strike, lr, Graves, head of Internal Security
at Gila, was one of the investigators, Adecuste proof was given Best that
projeet food, particularly meat, was being taken from the project warehouse
by Caucasians and sold in Klamath Falls, Best took no action until mid
November when Peok was dismissed, ¢! iefly for drunkemness, Dillon Myer told
me, Notes,Mar,, p. 44, These "releases" when they were made, appear to
have been moccompliished very quietly, with much saving of face,
%/ X's Sociological Journal, Nov. 20, p. Be
Abid,
T/ hccording to Spicer, Report, Dee, 24, p. 28, X's Scoiclogical Journal,
Nov, 4, p. 63 Yov, 14, p, 5,
7/ Spiecer, Ibid., alsc X, Mareh 13, p. B,
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improved, (3) That certain officlals of the Wia who were known to have
boen chiseling be discharged, \4) That Dr. Pedicord, the Chief ledical
officer, in view of his anti-Japanese views and setions, be discharged,
That he was incompetent and negligent of his studies, That because of
his refusal to grant permission for transfusions to two or three patients
in the past (a Japanese dootor had recommended transfusions) these
patients all died ... "1/

"They esked for porches for all the apartments, WRA had promised
lumber for all the porches, It was never supplied, That's where tg-t
request came in, We were promised, That's ineffiociency as far as I'm
conecerned,

The only thing that everybody in camp absolutely endorsed was the
dismissal of Dr. Pedicord, and more care in placement of drivers, and
an improvement of food, and I think, the request for an investigation
of prafting, Orefting started the whole works," 2/

From K3

"I don't know how much they demanded for the widowsand children ...
but the pecple figured it (607 of monthly wage) was not enough ., Then
at the same time they made demands for porches and for the latrine to
be better taken care of apd other things, They also asked for Dr,
Pedicord to be taken out of the hospital, There were several other re-
quests they threw in with the farmer's case.” 3/

From a letter in X's Scoiological Journal, Nov, 20, p. 41

" ... On November 1 the representatives made the fellowing demands
to Director Myer and Director Best: (1) To supply each bloock with
brooms, buckets, mops, and other necessary items, (2) Swindlings
by the appointed personnel in the Subsistence Department were charged,
They reguested to remove these crooked Caucasians, (3) To discharge
the Caucasian employees from the hospital, They also charged that the
money appropriated for mediocines had beenswindled by the Cauncadans,
(4) All the better grade a-ricultural products have been packed in
the shed and sent to the outside, Formerly the residents had thought
that these were being sent to other relocation centers, Lately they
have been informed that most of these had been sent to the Army, They
argued that they should not be producing for the United States Army,

From M

"why we asked for better facilitiesi~ in the beginning of evacuation
they said, "If you're loyal and go into camp they'll provide you with
everything, olothing, and board, You don't have to worry about anything,*
Then you know what happonod."g/

¥R¢ ort, Dec, 24, p. 21,
EE.I Feb, pp. 13, 14,

' '{ ﬁo%ort, Dec, 24, p. 12,
uﬁ .. x“.' P. 62.
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Faced with this bewildering list of demands, surrounded by thousands of
Japanese, knowing that Dr, Pedicord had been assaulted, and hearing the
sereams of the hysteripal nurses and other members of the appointed personnel,
Myer and Dest were in a diffiocult position, As Opler points out, they were
conseious of a great paradox in the com=ittee's demands:

"The group said: (1) We represent the eentery the people believe

in us, And in the same speech usually (2) we've got to have further

segregation, There are two bip groups here, By this they meant

unconseicusly the minority they didn't eontrol, y“
They were by no means convineced that the sormittee wes representative,
80 they temporised and appoased, They said they would do what they oould,2/
They promised to investigate the accusations of graft on the part of appointed
personnel, 3/ ¥What else, if anything, Myer and Best promised is not know, ¢4/
liowever, immediately after the conference, some of the members of the lepgo=-
tiating Committee spread the news that he had promised to fire Dr, Pediocord,
fire the grafters, and see that no more food was taken from the warehouse,
M. says he did not hear Myer mention the food-warshouse matter, 8/

After the conference whioh lasted from about two to four o'olock
in the afternoon, Best and Myer made short addresses to the pecple, George
KEuratoml gave a report of the conference sndReverend Eai appealed to the
residents to remain caln during the negotiations and commit ne violence,
Many evacuees who were not present insist thas Dillen Myer made certain proe
mises at this tine, However, no evacuee informant has stated that he:heard
lir, Myer smake any speeifio promises, except the promise to investizate the
grafting, A teacher, whe is not anti-Japanese, stated that she remembered

nc promises,

The report of Myer's speech which appeared in the Taleen Dispateh of

mmmm.mﬂmmmmmmm

Notes, Feb,, p. 20,

rom N,; see Notes, March, p, 62,
tement

3/ Spioer's sta Yo X3 See i's Scelologieal Journal, Mar, 13, p. 6.
Stenographic notes of this meeting are in the record, Best's permigsion,
however, must be obtalned to see them,
5/ Notes, March, p 62,
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DELEGATES CONFER

Myer Addresses Looal Hesidents at Ad, area,

Presenting the requests, suggestions, and demands of the colcnists,
seven representatives of the residents met with National Director Dillen S,
Syer and Froject Director Raymond R, Dest yesterday afternoon,

Uyring the conferense which lasted over two hours, practically the
entire population showed thelr support by surrounding the administration
building area during the entire afternoon,

At the end of the meopgotiations Myer addressed the local residents over
the public address system and stated that hé has met with the pecple's
delegates toc disocuss their representations, Expressing utmost econf'idence
in Pireotor Best, Myer concludédd by asking residents to cooperate with the
Administration in settling all problems,

George Juratomi, a member of the representative group, gave a brief
report of the proceedings with the WRA offichls,

In eonclusion Reverend Kal appealed to the residents to remain cdm
during the negotiations and not create violence harmful to the Japanese
interests,

The seven representatives will meet today end tomorrow with the
national director and the projeet director to discuss further the points
brought out in yesterday's initial econference,

On the addresses made by Kal and Kuratomi at this time, Opler made the

following remarks;

"A meeting was held in Mr, Best's office, The minutes indlcate that
there ware no complete promises made, After the meeting inside there were
some speeches, Kuratoml interpreted in Japanese only, what had been decided
at the meeting, 'Hemember what this man has promised,' This was followed

by a lpo-lo;h Kal of the Dal Nippon order, Kuratomi was under the influence
of m.

The best explanmation of this misunderstanding over the promises
comes from "J " who became well acquainted with My, Best when he was
confined in Leuppe during Best's term as director:

"The first fault with Mr, Best is that he 'Yesses' too quickly, I
found that out in all my conversations with him, Before | complete my oone
versation he says, "Yes, I know; Yes, I know,' I'd like to know what he
knows because I haven't completed the sentence,

And & man thinks he has made a promise, Iwo weeks will passand he doesn't
do anything, TWo weeks later you go back and he 'Yesses' you again, Unless

1/ Hotes, Feb. p. 19,
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people have eyes to see and obgerve himproperly, they will always take it
for granted that he made the promlises, f I noticed that in Maob and Leuppe." y

Mr, Yosumura of the Cooperative who is definitely anti-Daihyo Sha and
somewhat pro=adaninistration sald on February 3i

"They did lg;mln their promises, But you must consider that a fow
days after that there was another ineident, (The November 4 disturbance
which brought in the Army,) Frobably they would have kept their promises
if they had not been soared,” 2/

This brief remark is very significant, Nr, Yosumure puts his finger on
one of the salient factors reponsible for the Administration's polioy and
its unfortunate results, If the Administration had not been so "scared,"
it is likely that the ocourseof events mu1d| have been quite different,
Opler stated several times that during thisperied the staff members were
in & state of panicy It was rumored that a couple of Kibel driving a truck
had tried to run down Best's child, Best himself was afraid of being kide
napped, 3/

The Daihyo Sha Kai had seored a proncunced viectory, From Fov, 1

to Nov, 4 1t was at the genith of its power, The coumittee had foroced

the Administration to receive them as the people's representative bedy,
With remarkable sagsoity the members had shown the pgutloll foresight

to walt until the adninistration had committed a series of acts whieh
progressively increased the hostility of the evacuee population toward WRA,
i.,0,, refusing to grant the use of tho\gyma‘,_l- for the funeral, sending
a photographer to the funeral, calling in the harvest workers and feeding
them with food which the colonists thought helonged to them, and finally,
refusingto recognize as representatives the members of the committee which

the people themselves had selected by block eleetion or appointment,

eeelbo.souuibioe leoat ne tive ln publicizus the feck that it bed reselived..
Notes, Merch, p, 16

‘/ otes, Feb,, p, 27
5/ Acoording to Splcer and Opler; Report Dec, 24, p., 26, see also Notes,
Naroh,
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assurances from WHA that their demands would be met, specifically that
Myer had promised to discharpge the unpopular members of the appointed

pouonnll._l/ That this untruth was widely believed is ghown by the almost

unenimous insistence of evacuees that the promises were made and later broken, y

Aotivities of Daihyo She Kei immediately after Nov, 1

Hed the negotliations ended here, with no Murther incident, they might
have kept control of the camp, Ilowever, the more levelheaded members
realized the danger of such outbursts as that which resulted in the beating
of Dr, Fedicord, Efforts were made to control the over-enthusiastie bellie
gerent hoddlum group, This vas first done by ammouncements in the mess
halls,

N. says:
"The Plock Representatives would come back to the bloek and state
that the young fellows = those in their teens and up to 22 were

too hot tempered and they would like them to be guiet and decent,

All the block representatives came back to the block (our's is still

in the stookade) and said for the young pecple not to take matters

into their own hands, This was right after the farm accident in

Ovtober,"”

N's statement and the remarks of other evacuees imply that the Negotiating
Committee met frequently with the block managers, §

Since the Administration had made an issue of the lack of a
"Representative Cosmmittee"” the nucleous of the Da‘hye Sha deoided
to form one, The representatives from each block met and selected nine
men to deal with the Administration, This smaller body was called "The
Planning Board," "N", the only informant on this mabter, states:
"November lst Myer states, "Providing you people will pget a
comnittee to talk things over with the Administration, we are
willing to negotiate with you, Then they :‘eleoted the nine."4/
Kai, Kuratomi, and others who had béen most sotive in negotiations

up to this peint were on this body, The Administration objected to this

X's conversation with Sploer, Sociclogiocal Journal,Mar, 1S, p. 5,
Notes, March, p. 11,

» 0", and "I" probably ean give more information on this peint,
'0“.. Harch Pe 1z,
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Planning Board also, insisting that they had not been elected by the repe
resentatives but had been set in their positions,by pressure polities,

ATTITUDE OF THE CAMP POFULATION IMMIDIATELY AFTER NOVEMBER 1,

The successful demonstration and the arperent eapitulation of the
Administration added greatly to the Wegotiating Committee's prestipe in
the eyes of the people, It is impossible to present conelusive evidence
at present as to the extent of the support glven the representatives, But
that the committee had the support of "the people" is admnitted even by
Japanese deoldely hostile to the Daihyo Sha, Several horest, unsophisticated
informants imply that support was almost unanimous, K, the "loyal" ocoal
erew worker who left Tule, says)

"Until this was straightenéd out they didn't want to work., Most
of the people were behind it."l/

M, who is very honest, although being a member of the Daihyo Sha
his opinion must be takenwith reservation, says:

"At that time everybody believed in the Dal gha, because wo all
had ono camp and were trying to make it 14 e,

Two men who are employed in the Cooperative and are very much against

the comnittee's policies say:

"Kal, Kuratomi, and Kurashige?, they had done their best for the
Japanese in Jercme, Whatever they did there was the Lest for the
Japanese, The pecople from Jerome worshipped him and believed in
him (Eal), He was honest but misguided,” _3/

"They were supported by everybody." 4/
Support, however, was not unanimous, Conservatives disapproved of the

fuss and feared the reverberations cutside the center,

?n rt, Dee, 24, p, 12,
otes, Maroh, p., 62,
%/ Yotes, Feb, pp. 26, 27,
4/ Votes, Mar., p. 18,
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"It's really a disgusting story. I think some of the people
(Vegotiating Committee) wanted power, They say, "We are working for the
peorle.” . I've heard a lot of rumors, I believe they're working for
themselves ,,. laybe they really tried to bring the center better, But
they're demands were more like orders than suggestions ... The leaders
had no self-control themselves, There was so much exeitement ,,, The
rest of the public Just follow them," P
"A minority does the most foadish things without any consideration and does
not know what will htspn and influence the rest of the people, I am
deeply dillppointod._'_/

The lack of unity was deplored by those individuals themselves in
favor of the strike and the stand being made against the Adginistration;

"A letter from Tule Lake mentioned that there is no unity for the
strike on the part of the community, The Kibei are exerting a great deal
of pressure with threat of physical viclence, He wished that the whole
communl ty would support the strike,"

The beating of Dr, Fedicord and the actions of the "undiseiplined young
men was severely oriticized,

"On the other hand, when the pecple came to the Administration building
they were foroed to go, On that day I saw some of ‘the young men drag cut Dr,
Pedicord, Iws about 200 feet away., I didn't know who the old man was,

I saw him dragged and hit by a young fellow, I saw that his head was bald,
I folt quite sorry, le couldn't defend himself, I felt they shouldn't
do that kind of thing,

I was looking forward for punishment on those young people DBut evie
dently they (The adminlstration) didn't do anything about it,4 They should
have been punished, That was a great mistake (not punishing them), Later
when 1 saw Mr, Myer he said redioord started the fight, If I was there
and had any author ity I would have stopped them, But with the mob psychology
they would probably have hit me," §/

"I" admits: They might have been goon squads but they were ropronnt.thn.!/

" e+ Some of the representatives weren't exactly the pecple who ocught
to be acting as representatives. You can understand that trouble can arise
from a fanatioal Xibel being a representative," 7/

But,in defense of the comnittee as & whole, "I" adds:

"There was & very small minority group of young radicals, T,ey took it
upon themselves to do things for the people in camp, without the peoples'
' permission, It was this greup who first went around demanding the removal of
the Anerican flag .., They were all for Japanese stoielsm, Nobody paid any
attention to them, They were ot real representatives," _3/

Notes, Feb, p, 8,

a letter; see R%rt, Dec, 24, p. 25
X's Sociological Jour Nov, 4, p. 65,
Eiﬂc%uion tried

The A
Notes, Feb., p. 27,
"Feb, p. 27,
Yotes, Feb,, p. 14
L

but was unable to appreiend Dr, Pedicord's sssaflamhk
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ATTITUDE OF THE ADMINISTRATION IMMEDIATELY AFTER NOVEMBER 1,

The attitude of the Administration from November 1 to November 4
was ono of inddoision,tension and fear which in some individuals emounted
to hysteria, B8y refusing to reccgnize the representatives and then relente
ing when the crowd pathered around the Admiristration bullding, they had lost
face greatly, (That this was a great error was later adnitted by Myer
himself, y ) The Administration was not unsympathetie to many of the
Negotiating Committee's requests, Opler says;

"The Administration eouldn't listen to them as demands, They were

really sympathetic to all of them (tl» demands) except the dismissal

of the staff members, The negotiating committee demanded promises,

We sald we'd do what we ocould, They toock it as a promise and insisted

we'd breken a promise," 3/

Ye Yet, against recognition and ococoperation with the Daihyo Sha Kail stood

its obvious politieal machinations, and the violence which the body had been
unable to eontrol, The Daihyo Sha had posted men in the blocks on October
23 to try %o econvinece or force the peoplete attend the funeralj young men,
probably aoting under orders, has patrolled the rear of the orowd at the
funeral, although whether they actually attempted to keep the people there

is open to questionj the fioporu Officer had been attacked and Dr, Pedicord
severaly beaten, There was no doubt that supporters of the Dalhyvo Sha
attempted to intimidate the people into coming to the Administration
Building on November 1 and that it also lied to the people on Ostober 31, when it
was  ammounced that Direotor Myer would speak, Although there was no preef,
the Negotiating Comnittee was alsoc blamed for breaking the windows of the
housing office and tampering with the beds and belongings of the truek drivers

hired from the outside to handle the transportation in econnection with the

farm harvest, y

lotes, Yarch, p., 44,
es, Feb,, p, 21,
5/ Spleer's letter, Report, Dec. 24, pp, 27
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The faot that the leadersiip was dominated by =on from other centers,
particularly Jercme, alsc discredited it in the eyes of the Admlnletrationm, y
In this regard, Opler expressed the Administrat on's attlitude pretty well
when he saldy

"The Jorcme group had a pressure group in the background that Kal

had the greatest influence over, <‘heywhip ed the whole bunech into line ...

The Jer me group was the wmost prominent in agitating, They were status

g eking, The cririnel negotiating committee was composed cof people

from Jerome, Ny informaents sey that the Jerome gro.p started organise

ing before they ocame,” y

The Adniristration was correct in assuning that the Daihyo Sha did
not have cocmplete wublic support, FHowever, it undersstinated the extent
of the lack of support, Its greatest owersight wes ignorance of the
faot that the great mass of the poople felt they had elected these re-
prosontatives and that the pople would always support actively or passively
any group that stood stalwartly eapgainst the unpopular Adninietration, even
Af 41t used threats or employed viclence, The public support of scme of
the demands was tpemendous, The doeds of the Adalnistration, no matter what
their character, would be recelved with more or less opprobriu: if for no
othe r reason than that they sprang from this hated source,

The Administration's ignorance of the extent of publie support of the
Daihyo Sha Eai, and which of comnittee's polloies were approved or dlsap=-
proved, may be lald partially to the fact that they gaired much of thelr
infornation from informers or imu, Opler implied on two occasions that
one man had ocome to the Administration and "told everything." Aocording
to oamp rusor, & particularly destardly example of inforning was committed .

ooonamrl?mb-rlwadumﬂtmmorotmmmmmm OXe

pected to be placed on the Flanning Board, but had been absont becauso of

11lness when the seleotions were mede, "N  whigpered the story to me

%/ Ibid., PP. 24, 29
2/ Yotes, Feb, p. 19
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but refused to tell me the person's name, 1/
"This is what I've heard, After the Negotiating Committee a

cortain man, let's call him X, wrote cut a petition in Eaglish,

stating that these nine people were not legally elected, He sent

this to blocks 16 and 17 and said to please sign this paper, He was

turned down very harshly, Then the Planning Board posted a bulletin,

saying, Mr, X 1s an ima, If you work for the rrojeet here, you find
he's the key man, FHe's standing pretty high now, and has the confidence
of the Adninistration now,

X did this because he was jealous, They didn't recognize hin,

He's a gra‘uate of a political schocl in Japan, Ne wanted to be

a momber of the nihe," _2/

In failing to approhend and punish the assailants of Dr, Pedlcord, the
Administration lost a valuable opportunity to assert its suthority in a
manner which would have gained genmeral camp approval, The statement Myer
is reported to have made, indicates that he thought the act had some Justifioca=
tion, since Fedicord struck the first blow, This, as has b en shown, was not
the attitude of many of the Japanese,

On November Z or I certain members of the Appointed Personmel of the lospital,
staunch supporters of Dr, fedicord, held a meeting in the hospital, Myer
attended, lHere Myer was roundly eriticlzed for his ap ‘easing attitude,
According to a woman present there was a great deal of spectacular oratory,
and denunciation of persons who would not trouble to protest their wives and
six year old daughters from rape, To the sugrestions of this group Myer
is reported to have answered, "This is fascisnm,"S/

The Administration now committed its major error, On the night of
lovember 4, trucks were again taken from the warehouse, The motor pool
workers refused to give the keys for the trucks, A group of young men
gathered in the warehouse area to prevent the removal of food, Kyer and

Spleer say that the trucks were intended to transport harvest workers and

1 suspeot it was Furikawa but will find out eventually,

Notes, Mar., p. 12,
3/ Wy Informant has promised more information
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and not o remove food, Three evacuee accounts of what transpired followy

"The only way to stop thls (removal of food) was to put a puard
and then to watch so they wouldn't take the stuff away from camp,
That night, November 4, the semi-truock reached the warehouse, 8o
the youngsters got exolted and started causing trouble, Some of
the Japanese got beat up, Some of the Caucasians ran away from
them and reported it to the Army, Within 20 mimutes the Army
wasmoved in, They caught ten of them around the military area, where
the Caucasian staff lives, They were just innocent bystanders,
and three of them were just warehouse watchmen," y

"Both of them (Myer and Best) promised that "hereafter there
will be nc more food taken from the warehouses at night" ..,
ese A fow nights later a truok drew up to ore of the warehouses
and demanded the watohmen (Japanese) to open up, They refused
-= result: a ocuple of cracked heads and martial lew," 3/(D22)

"Around midnight on the 4th two trucks loaded with food at
the warehouse and tried to take them cut of camp, The Warden on
watoh sounded alarm, Kibei answered the summon immediately end
began to beat the appointed personnel on the trucks, The M,P,'s
were rushed to the soene and the fight ensured," 3/ (¥,20,8)

An appointed staff member transferred from Tule to Gila stated
that "many things went on whioch have not ¢ we out,"” He had his hand on his
doorknob while one of the Caucasian members of Internal Security was being

beatenby the Japanese outside his door, He could not make up his mind
whether to go out and get beaten also or whether to save himself,

Mr, Best called in the Army to restore order, According to the Joston
Chronicle (Nov, 7) printing an official statement, the inocident took place
at 9160 at night, On the morning of the 5th when the evacuees reported
for work they were met by soldiers who ordered them back totheir quarters,

Some people gathered in spite of orders and the Army used tear gas bombs
to disperse them,

There is disagresment among members of the Administration as to what use
the trucks sent for on the night of November were to be put, All the evacuees

and Mr, Opler believe they were intended to transport more food from the

%/ HoHrt. Dec, 24, p, 14
Pe 22

.
_/x‘s Sociological Journal, Wov, 20, p, B,
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warehouses, Spioer, 1/ and later Dillen Myer, stated that they were to be used to

transport harvesters, 2/ When this statement was repeated to kr, and Mrs, Opler,

they were dumbfounded, Opler stated that he was absclutely certain that the trucks

were sont for food, Seid Mrs, Opler, "Where would they go to get what harvesters?" 3/
The Army immediately arrested and held nine young men whom they thought

wore impliocated in the disturbance, /Among those held were Isamu Ushida and VNogawa,

ward representatives of the Daihyo Sha Hal,Inouye, the head of the Tule Lake Jodo

organization, 4/ and Fred Fukui,

On the morning of November § when the Japanese reported for work,

they were sto ped by soldiers and told to retura te thelr barracks, Some protested
that they had to go to work, lany ouricus pecple joined the throng, The Army threw
some tear pas bombs at them and told them to gv home, The scene is desoribed by
an evaouees
The next morning, everybody like usual went to report to

work and all the Japanese truck drivers were stopped by the

guards, searched and told to go baok, They s ald they had to

go to work, lhe scldiers told them to jzo back, not to ocome

near the place, v“ome of the fellows still argued and the soldiers

kicked some of them, Everybody was gathering at the front of thelr

own blocks, 80 the army started throwing tear gas at them and told

them to go home, y

Under the Armmy control, compulsory idleness was imposed on most of the
evaouses, Only the blook managers, the hospital employees, and the mess crews
econtinued to work,

The same day the Daihyo Sha Kal, which appears tc have had complete

control of the Tulean Dispateh during this period, published an account of the
warehouse disturbance and a stern exhortation to keep order,
COOPERATION ASKEDY

Ocoupiéd Aduinietration Area, Followinz Incident

R. t D.O. “. p. 2‘.
otes, March, p, 44,

pe 68
Wﬁdolorlod Journal, Fov, 20, p, 6,
_/ R.EO';" mo u. Fe uo
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"By a minor ineident last night the center adminigtration area
was temporarily occupled by the Army, who maintalned a striet guard
of the camp,

The Adminigtration area was completely eut off from the rest
of the center by patrolling M,P,'s, Number of tear ras bombs were
thrown at residents standing by the sone limit,

Barb wire fences are being built southwest of the hespital area
to keep the residents eway from the Ad, area,

liowever, the faocts of the incident are being olosely guarded by
the people's comnittees,"

Resldents Asked to st;o,l calm. Com, Pass Eulutiou.

“Trust in the actions of the residents’ delegates, and do not
take any individual actions," exclaimed the committee of seven representas=
tives chosen to settle Thursday night's inoildent, Five resolutions
were passed by the committee affecting the colonists' conduot during
the following week,

"Young men are asked to be sensible and prudent due %o the present
situation, and residents are asked to refrain from spreading unfounded
runors, and congregating in more than five in a group, That the WRA
properties within the center should not be demeged or destroyed, was
emphasized by t he committes resolutions,

The resolutions were agreed upon the representatives to bring
about a pescefuleonclusion, and violators of the rules will be punished
by due wotion of the entire populace warned the committee, The delegates
also stated that the infractors of these rules are working against the
peace, harmeny and the well being of the entire owmmp."

Center Hesidents Pass n;&uom.

The following regulations governing the conduct of the residents
during the ensulng period have been mede up Ly the seven repre:entatives
delegated by the residents and their delegates,

1. Trust the aotions of this committee and do not take any
individual actions,

2, Do not congresate in groups of more than five in the open,

8. Do not spread any unfounded rumors,

4. Young men! Be semsible and prudent ebout everything that you do,

Bs Do mot destroy anything in the center, Leave the entire eamp
and its facilities as it has been in the past,

Any person who willfully violates these resulations will be
punished by due action of the entire populace as the infractor is working
againgt the peace,harmony and wellebeing of the entire camp,
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EDITORIAL

Let's Baock Up Our Delezates

Resldents! Let us show our faith in our representatives by obeying
their regulations}

We have delegated our representatives tc negotiate for usend
ect for us; they weére not sélected Just as figureheads,

The merits of thls wise step taken by our delogates can be readily
seen by every thinking resident, The measures that they had taken in the
form of these regulations was not a measure %6 show their authority; they
had taken this step to proteect us,

The rash and hasty astions of a few who beocause of oitterness or
anger teke things into their own hands without stopring to think is not
doing the community any good, They are just popardizing the welfare
of all of their fellow residents,

Fellow residents! Let us take steps to punish any person who
may disregard these rules}" _1/

On November 6, Lt, Col, Austin issued the following proclamation

which was printed in the Tulean Dispatch of Nov, 9,

"The Army having taken over control of the Tule Lake Segzree Center
at the request of WiA, strioct discipline will be maintained at all
times, No ocutdoor gatherings will be permitted, The Commanding Officer
will be glad to meet with any properly seleoted representative sevmittee
to discuss any problems relative to the administration of this center,"”

Two Japenese voiced the pecple's sentiments toward the Army this

time as followsg

" eee The residents are taking the presence of the soldiers
in the block nonchalantly and eonmtimaing their passive resistance,
Their attitude is, '""hat can't they do if we don't do anything at
all, We are puaranteed of food, olothing, and shelter," E/

"One night I went directly to the post and agked them o stop
it (the informant refers to ths sohiiers shining\their EpPeT ™
lights on the coal workers and inadvertently blinding them),
They ecould have shot me, <‘hat showed that the Tule Lake mards
were very understanding, Their Commanding Officer had been trained
right ... During the rict they used to bring in the food with an escort
of two jesps, two semi-trucks, and four, five trucks, Twelve
soldiers escorted the food trucks, That was a oomioca) sipght, Li*e
the old 6hicago pangster days," B/

?All of above quotations from Tulean Dispateh, Wov, 6,

X's Sooiolz_-éul Journal, Nov, 20, p, 6,
_/chgr 2 o, s P ®
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The immediate effect of Army control upon the general population
was a topies of hardships and inconveniences, ¥ail delivery was held up
until November &, The delivery of milk and baby food was.seriously ocurbailed,
People rushed the Cooperative stores to stock up for the lean days ahead,
the shelves were scon emptied, The Army configecated the Tuloan Dispakech's
mimwographer and typewriters on Nov, 11, but returned the mimaozf'fl‘lﬁhtr

two days later, The greatest hardship was the stopping of the distribution

of coal,

K. says:

“Then from the fifth to the sixth of Ngvember people began
hollering about there not being enough ccal, *here was no
milk, Only the seven-monthseold children were getting milk
through the warden's cffice, Children over seven months old
were going hungry and erying, Uy children were erying for
milk, The only person who could eontact Lt, Col, Austin was
Walter Tsuda, the head of Ipternal Security, Even the representae
tives can't ses Austin and can't reach him, ,.., So the morning
of the 6th Lt, Col, Austin sent for us, lie asked me about the
coal situation, I teld him we don't have enough coal, He asked
me if my men would go to work, I sald we'd work, not for money,
but for the benefit of the Japanese, Then the Colonel asked
me how many men I had, I told him 325,

\
Then Mr, Cozgens was taking a note, lle asked me, "Are
you sure these boys are willing tc go to work?" I teld him,
If you see kids erying frem cold and wife orying sbout the
00ld house,., We are hunan and we don't cause any trouble," 1/
Aocordingly, on the request of both the Army and the Negotiating
Comuittee, the ocoal crew resuned work on November 11,

Novenber 2, the Spanish Consul made his second visit, le assured

the residents that he would perscnally see that the center got adequate

medical supplies and asked the comnittee to present any further problems

directly to him, 2/ The Wovy.1l issue of the Tulean Dispateh reporta
on his visit as follows:

Ibid., pp. 14, 15
Tulean Dispatch, Nov, 9,

- ekl
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Incident Investigzated by Consul F, De Amat

"Coming here to investigate the facts of the ireident, the Spanish
Consul, F, de Amat told the representatives Tuesday that he had come
here at the reguest of the Japarese govermment,

He told the committee that the residents can still make requests
to the govermment as before,

Telling the representatives present at the meeting that he was the
official representative of Japan, he asked the residents at all times
to refrain from taking violent actions,

Before leaving, he stated that he would visit the center regularly
twice a month and will make special trips whenever \mouury.'

The mme day was also marked by the arrival of D,C, Hayward who came
to replace Ralph E. Peck, the former steward who had been accused of
grafting the the evaocuees and who, as Myer says, was dismissed for
"ehiefly drunkenness,"

From November 6 on, the Army made edvances to the colonists, asking
that a "properly selected negotiating committee" come forward, Fowever,
no one responded to these requests,

The Daihyo Sha, meanwhile felt its position beceming progressively
more insecure, The Army did not reccgnize it as a representative body;
its members probably feared arrest;y it was faced with the task of explaine

ing the disturbance at the warehcuses and the disoconfort and 'neonvenience

which this deed had brought to the colonists, On November 11, it released

its explanation of the ineident;

Details of Incident KReleased bx Cormittee

Six Young men Still held by Army for Imnﬂsntionl/

After giving the details of the ineident which led to the interven=
tion of the Army to the Spanish Consul, the negotiating comnittee released
to the press the following story,

Durin- the negotiations with Dillen 5, Myer and Raymond Best, these
two had promised thet in case any food was to be taken ~ut of the warehouse,
they would do so openly.

1/ T™is was later amended to nine young men, the supposedly ocorrect
nunber,
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However, in spite of this promise, on the night of November 4 about
€130 the internal security foroe spotted some Cauvcasian entering the ware-
house,

During the resulting investigation, quarrel broke out between the young
men who had acoompanied the wardens and the Caucasian,

Fearing that the Caucasians were to be kidnapped, the WEA officials
had called in the Army,

As aresult of this incident six young men are still held by the Army
for investigaticn, One of the six, Fred Fukul, was taken out of the
center and the Army offlclals promised to give a full explamation of it
today,

The o xtent of the injuries of these six are not known but it is ree
ported that they sre not sericus,

In case the others are to be taken out of the center the Arny had
assured the comrittee that they will give full explanation of such uotlon._l/

Spieer comments upon this release in his letter:

“They played the whole thing down and by no means give the truth,
They are evidently feeling themselves in a precarious position just no-."y

The Dai Sha oontimed to plead for support, even threatening to
resign residents did not cooperate, However, it is most improbable

that they intended to resign at this point,

Delegates Again Ask for Suppert

In asking the residents for their full sup port, the seven members
of the negotiation comnittee stated that in case the residents do not
obey their re umest for cooperation they will be foroced to resign, Also
in case the Army does not recognize the truth of the ineident, theywill
have to relinguish their position, The committee asked residents that
whenever a request fof workers is made by them, to report imnediately
after the call is issued, 3/

EDITORIAL

Are you a Ctitie?

There are many residents who profess to know everything and who
eontinually eriticize the negotiation ecommittee for the delay in infore
ming the people of the prooeedings of the negotiation or the lack of ine
formation of the various meetings,

%/ Tulean Dispatch, Nov, 11, Mo, 26,
{ ort, Q. » Pe 30,
_/ﬁ‘l&__un Dispatch, Nov, 11, Wo, 26,
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In these oritics would just stop to think how their attitude is
proving detrimental to the solution of this problem; how these meubers
of the com:ittee are laboring dey and night to arrive at a satisfactory
conelusion at the earliest possible day -~ they would not heap undue oriti-
olsm upon these people who have been entrusted with the responsibi lity
of representing the Japanese in here,

They have done a splendid job in trying to improve our welfare,
Let's not change our horse in the middle of the stream}" 1/

To consolidate its position the Daihyo Sha Kal prepared a
petition whiech stated that the signers recognized the body as its ree
presentatives, (No fnformant has been able to date this petition
exaotly behond agreeing that it was prepared after lNovember 11 1), "I's"
brother describes the proceedings:

Put the Army wouldn't recognize them as block representatives,

S0 the representatives made up a petition and had all of the pecple

in the blocks, all 18 of them, to state that he was a real representa=

tive ,.. Then they took the petition with all the names sipgned,

Then they went to talk to Austin, But they didn't get any place,2/

Lt. 0ol, Austin continued his vain efforts to meet with a "real
negotiating committee,” According to Opler he said, "Send us a real
Negotiating Conmittee, Jend us one Nisei and one Issei from each block.'_!/

2 Y
Eventually the Army and the Daihyo Sha Kel came to a temporary agreement

and it was decided to hold a mass meeting at the outdoor stage on
November 13 at which time Lt, Col, Austin and Mr, Cozzens were to speak

to the assembled populace, The Deilyo Sha eontrolled Tulean Dispatch

announced that the negotiating committee would make a report of the
proceedings of the conferences at that tim.y Both Lt, Col, Austin and
Cozzens prepared thelr speeches in advance, Opler, who saw Cozzens' pre=
pared speech says that it began "It is a pleasure to talk to so many people,”

Then the morning of the 13th, the Dalhyo Sha anncunced the cancellation

%_,' Ibid,, Ne, 27,

Notes, March, p. 7, See also p, 11,
m. Pe 86,
Tulean Dispatoh, Nov, 11, No, 27,
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of the meeting, steting that the Army had refused to recognize their
body and that they saw no necessity for a mase meeting,

“The blook delegates took the stand that there was not need for the
meeting, since the Army had already told them that they (the Army )
would determine the sise and compsition of the work erews. "There is
nothing %0 negotiate," was the stand,” 1/ (B66,57)

The Committee's explanation of this refusal appears superficlally to be
extremely inadequate;

CENTER WIDE MASS MEETING CANCELLED

| Delegates not Recognized Reports Con ittee

Feoling that there wasn't any necessity for mass meeting, the
sixty odd blook delecates present at the representatives meeting held
yesterday afternoon at mess 18 voted unanimously to cancel the meeting
scheduled for this afternoon at the comuunity stage, The negotiating
conmittee had planned to meke a detailed report to the entire residents
as to the proceedings of the conferences, lowever with the temporary
termination of the negotiations with the Army officials, the committee
members felt that there wasn't any report to be made to the center at
such a meeting,

The committee reported to the elected deleogates present that the
negotiations with the Army had been canscelled because the Amy did not
recognize the committee as true representatives of the people, According
to the conmittee, the Army felt that they knew how many workers were
needed in each division and the WRA having worked with the jepanese should
know who should work in each division,

The entire congregation expressed unanimous accord that there wasn't
any necessity for negotiations if the Army had taken such an attitude,2/

In spite of this action by the committee, the Army went ahead

with its plans for the mass meeting, Soldiers marched into cemp and set

up the public address system, An entire company of soldiers lined itself

up before the platform, The speakers arrived, mounted the platfora,
and prepared to deliver their addresses., Not a single Japanese arrived
to hear them, Austin and Cozzens doggedly gave thelr speeches, but to
an empty fire-break, ITwo good observers, Opler and Spdcer were present
and desoribe the event,

%/ Notes, March, pp. 56,57,
2/ TFHT: November 13
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I stayed away from the pltform, But I sew that the contral
firetreak was orowded with people. I saw more beby carriages
than I've ever seen before, It was & studled indifference,
pe-ple sweeping Their front stoope; - there were about ten
football genes going on in the firebreak, 1/

X. reporting on what Spicer told hims

Lt. Col. Austin ... arrived at the scene little before the set
tine with a detaclment of M,P.'s, Armed guards were stationed
around the stage and armored cars made a ocordonarcund where an sudiensce
was supposed to gather, In preparing this space the M.P.'s had to
elear out some kids playing football in part of the field, butthe
kide moved on willingly. At two o'clock no one oame, and there
was no sign of any one coming to hear his specch, Like an Army man
true to his tradition, Auetin began his epeech, o one was there,
Not a gingle soul} Lt. Col, Austin spoke to the air, There
were some yoing girls coming elong, They stopped, looked on and

a fow momente later moved on to resume their walks toward thelr

destinations, There were other men who passed by while the Army

of fioer spoke to the air, dut they did not pey any atbtention

and passed on, 'It was & pitiful sight which ! cammot forget,

T was thore,® Sploor related with unusual emotion.” 2/

This humiliation was not to be endured, The army abandoned its
vain polioy of negotiation «nd in an effort once and for all to root
the leadership out of cemp, began » seriecs of wholesale arrests and
intermments, Martial law was declared: a striot ourfew from 7 p.m.
to 6 a.,n, was ordered, lowever, Kal and Kuratemi, the most important
lesdors, Komura, whom Opler cells Kal's messenger and bodyguard, Sugimoto
ond Magashi, were not to be found, They had probably anticipabe these
arrests for some tine, The Army ooncentrated on persons who they thought
had been implicated in the November 4th disturbance and on Fawalian
born Japanose, reasoning that since Kai was Fawailan born, his supporters
wore to be found in this group. That many of the trouble makers were

mewaiiens is commonly believed by the colonists, but M., a meuber of the

Nogotiating Committee, denies this. y
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The interned persons were placed in a separate stookade, surrounded

by maneproof fence and murercus watch towers,

Then, the first thing that happened, the Army started to put

pecple in the stockele, At one tize there must have been from 125

to 1560, This is a sma' ' estimate, (The informant is sorreot when

he says this is a srall estimate,) In this block about six were

taken, They weron't any of the block representetives, it so

happened, The boys yanked from here happened to be Hawailan

born, They suspocted the liawailans because the rincleader came

from Uewail, That was Kei, 1/

They took a person and his throe roommates hore, Onl  the roome

mates woere just living with him, Dut a bacholor can't 'ive by

hisself in one room, They keep ti ing people into the stookade, 3/

After November 14, developments entered a new phase, The stern
poliey of the Army was met by deadlook which evenst present (Arril, 1944)
is only partially resolved, This deadlock was tormed "the status quo"”
by the people, and consisted of a policy of passive non-cooperation with
the Army and "RA, eontimuing the strike, refusing to betray the leuders
ef the Daihyo Sha Kai, and refusing to elect a new representative group,
The Army redoubled its attempts to find the leaders énd the pecple stiffened
their resolution not to give up the status quo until the interned perscng
were releused,

The Army pleoked up indisoriminately anyone wie came forward as a negotiator,
It 1 runored that some welleintentioned Issel, intent only on alleviating
the unhappy situation, were suwmarily rut in the stookade but wore relessed
soon after, Fopular support of the Dalhyo Sha Kal appears to have strengthened
under persecution, The pecple eoritieised the Negotiating Committee for
ite rash acts and the severity and muber of its demands, but stood solidly
behind the body as its rightful representatives, iad they not eleeted the
men themselves and had they net signed the petition stating that these
men were their representatives? They ocould not betray them now,

The ggplu' atilitude toward the Daihyo Sha, their representatives,

Notes, Feb,, p. 11,
'o“.. m.' p. u.
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is well expressed by "N":
Those fellows in the & tockade == everybody signed thelr nanes
November 4th, saying these pecple are the true representatives]
As moye and more say in here, we signed our names seying these
men-are our representatives; it isn't right to give in, The
minority group for status quo says, "If you let people out of
the stockade, everything will be all right! 1/
The extraordinary power and endurance of this publie support
ie chown by the fact that the following attitude was expressed as

late as “arch 15,

"If these rine came out (of the stockade) I thirk all
this status quo will just vanish into the air, If all the
126 oame out, the status quo will forget everything," 2/
Akitsuici, very anti-Paihyo Sha, made the following comment on
the status quogs

"Since the remaining Dai Shas (those not interned) were less
intelligent, had no leaders, the best thing they eould think of
wes that policy of just stubbornly sticking to the stutus quo.?j/
Mditicr;nl evidence proving the strength of publie support may

be drawn from the faot that up to March, 1944, the Aduinistration's
unceasing efforts to obtain another representative body has been utterly
without success,

N saysi

"fhere has been no attempt to get new representatives for the

people. That shows quite a majority of the pe-ple are backing
the status quo,"

Kail and Kuratoni continued to direot cperations from hiding, The Army
called a meeting block managers and demanded that these men be riven

up, The men were not glven up, Consequently, on November 26, the Army

made a ocamr=wide search in which every barrack was entered, The search

%/ Notes, March p, 11 s
o3 Pe 12.
Tb61d., p. 61,

T61d., p. 13
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wee held ostensibly to look for contraband, hidden weapons, intoxieating
liquor and rice from which Sake could be made, WHA personnel was ene
listed in this search, female teachers being required to accompany the
soldiers to search women, Scme compllied umwillingly, but it is said
that WRA ohose the teachers carefully from these known to be not overly
sympathetio to evacuees,l/ Of the group of leaders only Sugimcbo was
found and pioked up,

It is rumored that Kal and Kuratomi escaped this search by dleguising

themselves as women and that -ne did the femily wash while the scldiers

searched thelr barrsoks,

"I% sure was funny, One of the Negotiatins Con-ittec was
in the washing room dressed in a skirt and a bandanna, washing
away, while they were looking for him, "2/ (813)

Opler says:

It was funny how the Army would rush in and find their beds
8till warm, They must have kept a wonderful watoh and spotted
anyone coming, §/ (Al 9)

Best, at this time, thought that Kal and ruratomi had esoaped and

were ocutside the project,

No informent acoused the soldisrs of brutality or even of discourtesy
during this search,

"We had a very nice soldier come in, Scme were rood and some
bad, Tye one who oame here was really nice," 4/ a8

M, seys:

"You can't otioize the Army, In Japen 1t would be worse, They
(the U,S, Atmy) are lenient, The people do respect the Army more
than WRA, In eny ocuntry the Army is supposed to represent the
whole eountry, (M, implied that for this reason it must be respece

“ﬂ., _5/ (388)
Ibid,, p. 10,
lotes, Mar., p. 18,
Wotes, Febd., p. 19,

IEE... M.. p. 8.
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Opler differs and is of the opinion that the Japanese resented the

Arny's intrusion greatly, It is probably that his attitude is oclored
by personal prejudice toward the Army and by the general resemtment of
the WRA personnel toward the military and their desire to be rid of
them, Opler stated February 2

The simplest group will respeet the Army coming in with jeeps,
tanks, oto, That's a Japanese oultural trait, The smartest re-
gont the Amy and want to see it ocut, Oenerally the pecple feel it's
safor if the Amy were out provided there wo.ldn't be a reign
of tepror again,” y (a18)

Not the slightest corroboration to these sentiments was given

by any Japanese,
Opler contimess

During the Army search it wes found that cne of the soldiers had
taken a watch out of scmecre's drawer, The party yelped to the
Captain, The soldier was frisked and the watch returned,

in

I was in headquarters when they hrought/m packages
of rits orackers, They were returned, JScme pecple had tre=~
mendous siores of sake and rice, On one apartment two of the gpuys
(soldiers) were &t odds on the whole procedure, Ome was throwing
things arcundy the other was prastically apolizizing for it,

It was a cold morning, Socme of the soldiers hadﬁ for
themselves, One kept very warm, It was rumored the whele
military camp was supposed to be drunk,”

You would have got venom against the Army then] (In November
or December), 8/

After several weeks the tension and boredom, brought about by the
couplete cessation of all setivities began to tell upon the people,

"Surfew hours here are 7 p.m, %o 6 a.n, 80 we can't o out
nights as we did before, Scon as I have supser I run mr to Ma's
end bring home rice and we eat before going to bed, They say
this ourfew is until things settle, The Spanish Consul is ocoming
here again soon, 8o I hear there are all kinds of "dema" (wild
rumors) about this camp, Right now they're mtng in all the big

ahotl.) Can't hide very well until things settle,” &4/(N, 26 2 let,
No, 20

Right now ourfew is in effect and mertial law at the seme time,
No oan go out fram 7 pem, te 6 a.n, ANYWay, there's no place to go,

Notes, Feb., p. 18,
Abid,., ppe 18, 18, see also Opler's letter to Spicer, Dee, 10, 1543,
y Notes, Mar., p. 59,

y From a letter dated Nov, 20 in X's Sceiclogical Jourml, Neve 26, pe 2.
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it's too cold (meybe sour grapes), Right now there are no movies

or Engei kai or anything, Just Japanese schools in every ward, I
uu_l’:%ﬁ the night school, but sinece the curfew I dém't even study
ess The Army is still injy they're delivering all the vegetables and
foodstuff to the messhalls accompanied by armored cars, jeeps peep,
amd lots of dumb soldier boys. Boy, those soldiers certainly get
razzing from the Japs, Some even say, "Instead of fighting harubss
Japs in a cage, why don't you go to the Solomons where you'll find
plenty of competiticn," Perhaps this lett4r will be censored, if so
tell me." 1/ (SN26,2,N,16)

Everything seems and looks cold and still and melancoline,.,. Every=-
thing seems uncihangeable like yesterday, The confine has not cleared
out yet, No parcel and no money order can send out and every letters
has examined, Three Niseis who came from Hawaii to live in this bloeck
were arrested this morning at 3 a.m, If you will not hear from
for the quite few days in the near future, you must understand that
I am arrested, Don't forget that it will be possible, 2/

The eenter is quiet as usual, but it seems to me there is some=
thing very dull but with tension amongz us, At the present time,
none knows how long this unfortunate situation will comtimue,

And whether Army will teke control permanently or not is a big

problem for people of the center and everyone is anxious to know," 3/

&nnlnhwhiMumMnunomntMpremmhﬁnowm-
tables except occasional beets for two months, As the dull weeks passed,
the food became worse; the unemployed people missed their monthly checks
and their oclothing allowance which an individual does not receive unless
he works or unless he goes on relief which is an extended process sure
rounded by red tape, Considerable eriticism was vented upon the Negotia=
ting Committee even by its surporters, Their arrogant, demanding manner
was criticized, the demands were considered too numerous, some demands
were called silly or fantastic. The actions of the radical fringe were
condemend,

K. a supporter, said:

"I think they demanded too many things at one time." 4/ D. O,

a conservative said:;

I think some of the people (Negotiating Committee) wanted power,
They say 'We're working for the people ,.. " I believe they're
Ibid,, a letter dated Nov, 16,

IBId., letter dated Nov., 20, Nov, 28, p: 1,
ﬂoto:, Feb, p, 24,

ﬁegort, Dec, 24, p, 12,
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working for themselves ,.. /‘aybe they really tried to bring the
center better but their demands were more like orders than suge
gestions, y A8

1., a supporter, says:

But there wesn't any representative who spocke real good English,
Their terminology sounded mcore like a demand, It was a misundere
standing, Some allowence sl'oculd be nade for this lack of educa=
tion in the English language, Their requests might have been couched
in dictaborial terms,

Of course a lot of their requests as far as 4'm oconcerned
is purely ncnsense, GSome of the representatives weren't exactly
the people who cupght to be eeting as representatives, You can
understand that trouble ecan arise from a fanatiocal Kibei
being a representative, 2/

"I's" brother said;

If they had had enough brains to kick aside the unreasonable

roquests and settle the reascnable cnea, everybody weuld have boen
satiafied, _8/

Ne., & sympathizer says:

The Hegotiating Committee stating that all the Administrative
staff withdraw =~ that's fantastic in my perscnal opinien, If I
was running one of the Japanese cemps and the priscner of war
tell me to resign ... I don't think the Japanese government
would stand for it, ¢/

Kurihara, whe night be termed a neutrel says:

To a great extont the Dai Sha Kal has distorted the facts
to make pecple believe they are working for the good of Japan ==
when to a great extent they are not, _67

The Co=op group which 1s definitely unsympathetic, made the followe

ing eriticisms, These must not be considered oritiecisms of the pecple,

Nobody knows who they (the Planning Board) were, Froba'ly they
were elooted by pressure group sethods, 6/

I can't see why they tried to destroy everything like that,
To me, what they did was not construoctive, just destructive,

They're ehronie agitators,

They're attitude was not at all coneiliatory, I thin- they were
inexperienced in negotiating, They were run-ing away from their

uot..' F..b.. p. 8.
.{m. pp. 11. 1‘.
?; 8, “ar., p. O,

bl .‘ p. la.
‘/m., pe 63

IEQE.. r*.. p. 27
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objective, demanding and raking 1t imposelble to grant,

They really didn't have any right to order. They were supported
by everybody, Really, I don't think they were working for
improvement in the center,

The most irksome and demoralising faotor whioh the -ecple had
to endure was the lack of money for wages and clothing allowance,
¥r, furihara beleves this was the primary cesuse for the eventusl breake
ing of the strike,

"I" says:

Besides their finances were petering -ut, lere -- thep'reo

sti1l paying off on Ootober cheoke (statement made Feb, 1).

Now these fellows who were not working mot no olething allowe

ance, no welfare, no income, 1/

WRA whieh had had no intention of giving up the center at any
time, and probably had ot expected that the Army would take ocharge
so thorouzhly or maintain its rule so long, began a campaln to get
the Apmy cut, Five months later (April, 1944) this csmmpaign still
in progress, A vital part of this plan comsisted of an attempt to
organisze the community, to get a body of represenmtatives who ecould be
dealt with on WEA terms, Several attempts were made to reestablish
sontact with remnants of the legotiating Committee, But the ever
growing mnumber of arreste foiled the Adminigtration's efforts, ‘n
one occasion the Advisory Couneil (funetion and origin of this body
to be explained in prefeace) met with & group end the next day 80 of the
group were pioked up,

For the first two months the rule of the Army was extremely striet,
No personnel mesber was allowed to enter the colony without military gugrd,
whieh, in November and December, meant a biz jeep and several soldiers,

Later this guard was reduced to one soldier, OUpler gives an socount of

y h“" F.b.. Pe 12,
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Things vere tight as & drum, There wes no way of talking
above the din of the Army, At first it was worse (military
rule), You had to have Jeep to get into camp. I put off
e trip to my office beesuse I had to take the Army with me.
Yot a little puddle jumper jJeep but one of the big armored
oars with a ocuple of soldiers, You ecouldn't go to see
pegle, The Army waes stern and forbidding,

Certain elements in the WEA were trying te reach the Army,
fiow to get the Army out? The Advisory Couneil hed meetings
with the mgq Sha remnants after tie piokups, Unfortunately
the Army rle ed sc any == (getting naves) from former Dalhyo
sha notebooks, On one cocasion wo met with a group,

Text woek 20% of them had been picked up, _l/

vany evacuees who tried to deal with the Army independently

also ploked ups
“I's" brother sayse:

They went to talk to Awstin, But they didn't get any plece,
Sowe boys went and hollered louder, They got pieked uo, The
loudest ones Jjust got yanked, that's all. _2/

Me say83

The Administration promised to negotiate and talk things
over (after Noveuber 4).But the search kind of mixed things
upe They thought they oould pull them all in and everything
would be all elear, Everytine we asked for a chance to
talk things over we got pieked up, 3/

I sayss

The people hiding out had information that was vital for
mairtaining reace and normaley in the center, But if they
s owed thelir face cutside they would be rut in the stockade,

And so, naturally, the enly thing they could do was hide
out, y

April, 154a
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