VEDNE SDAY

Rece ived the following letter from my bashed up pal Mr.
yesterday: dated Qot. 28, 19444

"I thank you very kindly for your letter expressing your simpathy
to m. I em alright, and feel as if nothing happrened to me now,

"The very first word T uttered right after the stkeck was
"Baka't" (I wonder if Mr, T was referring to himself or to the
attackers - Baka is a very strong term meaning fool.) I vrathey
feel sorry for those who attacked ne hecause they do not know
what they were doing.

"Be rest agsured thet your oalline me wes not the csuse of the
attack, and T weloome your coming at any time, Howevaer, it might

be hest for both of us to keep quiet for a while,

"Thanking

I sha1]l snswer this proberly end await results, T dn't want
to hold off toec lone in ges ing l"L‘”, however, providine of ocourse that

it is safe for him, because if the furse thet the agitating Romeo

really riles things up, it mey inhibit my

I always feel 1like @ live goose on » griddle talkinz to Opler
becouge he tries to squeeze out stuff thet I won't give on,
1'd checked on the Sokolku Xenkyu neme chenze and I
looked t o me that the name had not been

"T oan't understand it, "said he, "I've sent boys right up

throne to asgk.," 7T felt 1dke remarkine thot Axxthm since

o e - . T .y 1
informants e regarded with never -decresasing suspicion, ft's

that they would not dare go near "the throne,"

they had, and lettit go at that,

a few Juscious hints intended to moala me
AAA_arpdapaa | Anat F8&

jealous and suoceeding, thet he'd bheen reading thei’ﬁIrerert on the

Hitomi ocase, Gad, I'd give my eye teeth to zet that for the study.

1)

It's full of details about the lurid, blood brother pangs, which are
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Manzsnper district. Tt @lso tells how
late ishi, L Be P inu ran flour ishinz gambling joints in the
colony. 3HAxEid lioreover,t he stotement is made that Yematani was to
have been kil 1 the san 1icht Hitomi g hi T agked Opler

his opinisn, the preponderance of evddence g howed that

it had been a politicel or & persomal] killing. He
too much evidence on both sides but thakt "the FBI hed certainly
rotten & 1ot of information, What Internel Secuf ity heg here doesn't

amount to 8 thing," Fxxgxxikexsf This FBI inve st iagfon is probsbly

spogpible for the rumor in the colony that the FRI is about to

Hitomi murderar.

~

N f” g o st
From »ekker informed source that Opler, heard that recort

desor ibed above was not F,.R,I, but was report of investigation

by the state depnrtment; The document has been returmed to Alturas

(perheps there is & oopy in sacramento) or I might have finegled

this informent to let me yesd it. T am protty certain P, A, is

telling me the truth becagse it wsuld be silly for him to lie to

me ond can't understend why Opler should 211 it an F. B, I. report,
zave Opler the report to read.)

P. A, gave me an excellent agoount of the knifing which took
plsce Mondsy night (Oct. 30) in the Nanzaunfr gection, It seemst hat
three younz men were on the way to Japanese school at about 6145

AL A Sl Sy
in the evening. They passed tWOA}ssﬁi and noticed that the men were
upinating. According to the boys, one of the older men called an
insult to them., One of the boys turned and made for them, His
fidends tried to hold him back and the insulter's issei friend
tried to restrsin him, Words were exbhansed. Suddenly the issei
drew a knife, slashed the young man 8cross the face, severins the

temporal artery end returmned the knife to his pocket so fast, that
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neither of the boys sow the knife. Even the boy wounded said that at
first he thought he had been scmatched, The Japsnese internal secur ity
does not seem esger to press_the case sand it is rumored that the

Tk R N
def.ndant is a friemd of "g", The sttack took place in block 78,
There is no evidence whetever that it is tied up dn any political matter,
The defendant was turned over for triasl to the County Authorities and
is being he1d E»xx% on $1,000, beil., P. A, anticipates pressure from
the block in the form of some petitien extol ing the man's charscter
Which will be forwarded to WRA which no longer hes Ju any authority

he mattey, Incidentelly, I was also informed that the WRA does not

like to have the matter tried by the state.

TATK _I_T- "§"'s WIFE /.i: -l —QMCJKJ\. ‘,. ((_A‘M 1 )

"1"'s wife wes not overly cheerflyl, She is deaving camp on the
8th of lNiovember to go to Rower, where she will serve out her time bafore
be ing allowed to reloete. "I" himself is in Topaz. He applied to the
®ioux Ordfnance Depot of Sidney Nebreske for
because a1l of his family im in Tule 7pke,
I started out the conversation by inauir ing how
feeling abmut the people from Manzaney,
didn't 1ike them,

[ around here seem to dislike the Nanzanay reople., They even
oy the ¢ Co-op Board wes heing run by Vanxapar, by 2 msn named
llomura ,

(Momura, the ¥Amaeer, resigned meveral weeks ogo becsuse of
pre ssure .)
"people seem Lo think Nishikewa is 0, K."
This 1led naturally ‘o a discussion of the latest Mnzanay knifing,

"They say that the knifing still has some connection to the
£

s
boseball fight." (The notorious Wenzanar-Poston battle.)

"Wanzanar and Foston were playing, They wers fighting whether a

was ocaught or not, After the game the Manzanar fams piled on the
- hey sa ) ™Mo Y xx rabid ¥enzam sta 0 1

lder. They say an old men (s Xaxxx rabid ¥an r fan) started it
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old man fan is of an agressive way, A lot of people know him,
say he oracticsally runs the team.

enunciation of Citizenship.

n » . . s . B
The renuncistion of citizenship may bring big trouble."

We then discussed the intimidation of Tamhera,

everybody thought that he had

I was told that
it oming to hime 7T then remarked
cdsually that I

was noticing that there wasn't neerly so much taik
Nedca s r;’a».‘"%}

about inu @s there had been before Hitomi's kil ing. "I"'s sister Hr—ten

heartily agreed,

4

"Trat's right, come to-think o

SSECINN D

"I"'s wielhs sister who did most of the tslking (although "T"!

Resegregetion Grougp

a
L

n s =
t, ss=id she,.

wife and his brother's wife were also pre

"I think there ere two groups.
the other grour doesn't cesre.
rea 11y agei nst it,

m is really for it and
I don't think tha
bs cause

there ig any group
if they telk it they'd go oug."
(She mesrs they'd get it in the neck

out of csmp.)

-
they pull
but in some other

) 4

“The way it seems to me one or two peopls in 2 block start it
Support of the Sokuji Kdkoku Hoshi dan - the Re-segregation grou-p)
the others

P : = T 3
in. In this block we don t even hegr sbout
blocks they're very strorg,

eard a story about how Rev,., Kai

if this is I hesyd that Best announced that
nkt go to extremes in celebrating Weiii Setsu he would
mer ican flaz on that day.

true?

to have it's own individual celebration,
N a & 3 F e |

"If he (Best) did announce that I think it's about the smartest

. . 2 - s . s n

ing he ever “fli.?’ At lenst he pave in sand pave someéthine in return,

Ref oxexmE ko me fm

All

resent agreed with me that the support which the Re-sepgregation
zetting now

was fa

r less than was given the Baihyo Sha during
de nt .




inished gossiping "1"'s five yesr o01d son come

himse If down, veyed us solamnly and remorked salmly in Jag

in. He
apanhece,
The women laughed in embarrssment, and

it up from the other children,

defense plant, 1ittls Ichi will have
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matter of Tsuhs insulting the ward

if possible, whether my insfifmet thet there hed

groups desiring to use the stape for their own Veiji Setsu celebrations
had any basis.
Sally was home alone for the first half hour snd I found out that

Tsuha had eapolopized for meking the statement so the matter had been

* |

(9104

dropred. But she told me that many peorle still held it against him and

;.

that he was quite unpopular in ward VIIJ
hen Georpe came in he came fresh onm meking srracements to assist

in the celebration heing planned by the Kokumin Gakko.(the chief Japanese
Sohool). He remarked that the School was going to hold its celebration
at the oren stage at 9:30, "T h ‘ang id I, "I've baen asked
to come in and sse the Soknkn Sokuji Kikaku (Re-segregation group)
ho1d their ceremony there at 10:00," "That cen't be," said George.
"We won't be through for two hours®" "What's going to hapren}i" asked
Sa1ly, "with everybody wantine to celebrete there," I said nothing more,
having found out what T wanted to know. T bet two cents thouzch tlrt the
Kokumin Gakko gives way,

We then went on to discuss the pressure groucs. Said Georgs, "Heol,
I gould et a big following too if T went around sayinz, 'I'm Japsnese,

£ 1
T'm Japmese,.' T told George t het I had hesrd that Rev. Kai mposmxhx

Ro¥x had not formed 8 counter-group, the Dai Nipron Se inin dan. George

. a SR
soid that he had heard that such : wag forming but that he didn ¢t
Furatomi had anything to de with it. Mor:over, he thought
that such a group would form inevitably:
"I know psychologically that when o grouc of Japanese people start to
push one way, some other grour is going to form to cush the other way,
I think the Dai-Nippon group (or 2 counter-Sekaliu Kenkyu group) wmight

form some day. I just heerd about it anyway. When they do form they'1ll
fight, .+esThis cam is in 2 mess."
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"Those who came from Hawaii are m turel1ly very upset, Because they
just put in a camp without a suitcase or anythine,"

(Just what significonce this remark has, I'm not sure. Tt may be

that George has been impressed by the number of H tter Hawaiiansg in camp.,
Fossibly, he may be hinktfdg that the xmmarhzsinpngzpwmd Haweiian bhorn

people nre numerioally strong in the pressure groups.)

)
I introduced the subgect of the Co-oo, (eorge asked without my
ment ionin: the fact, whether they were gpoinz to c lose the Csucasi n

oanteen, If they ore, he wents to hurry and spend the points he has

Fe)

socumulated, probably from Caucssian friends, He did not comm t himself

on the issue.

"I hesrd from & blook manager that some of the people sre getting
mad, They announced that the rboss sales in J!.fi"y' were sométhine 1ike
150,000ddo1lars and in August they were 120,000, In July they had s
0,000 profit and in August 10,000, The point is thet there was only
a §0,000 dollsr difference in the month in gross saleas , The peorlse
can't figure out why there is only $10,000 net vrofit, Somethine is
goofy. i
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in alone todsy to ¢ the ceremony at the fire-bresk stage on

which somuch preparation has been lavished by the Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi dan

(Re -ségregation group) and the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinin dan (Younz Ven's

Association to Study Japanese Culture)., The backerournd of the affair is

interesting becnuse I have picked up evidence that the KoRumih Gakko,

the chief J® anese school and Xkw perhaps the Ward VI independent Japanese
School and the Civic Oreanizations also desired to wse this stage for
the ir ceremonial observances, Tp to yestarday afternoon, Yamashiro still
thought the Kokumin Gakko, in whose progrem he, as a tescher, is takine s
prominent part, was going to use the stage, However, when I arrived, there
was no evidenoces of the Kolumin Gakko, and, from sctivities noted around
the high school aud itorium, I guessed that the XG had politically retired
nd was holding their progrem there, Since the weather was extremely cold,
windy and laced with ocoasional stinging showers of rain, this was no douht
wise .,

I discovered after T returned from the ceremony that Caucasians had
been forbidden ¥»xm by the Administrotion to enter the colony today. The
teachers had even been told to keep awsy from the school. This suggestion
was also wise, beosuse & group of helujin, even if sympathetically minded,
could not have viewed the strengely psthetio worship of the emperor without
chattering comrent ®fxx which would have fitted 111 with the solemnity of
the occagsion. The attitude of the staff, which menerally regerded today
#s a day of great denger when fanaticism might rise to dongerous hddwts
was fairly well eXpressed by Currie who drove me to the sentry guarded gate

' pr perd iy
and left me with the cheery farewell, "Well, Goodbys, Heankey. Die ék&%ﬁ&?{"
Incidentally, the order t o keep out was pxaxxhMiAx intended, T am told, to
place the whole responsibility for order uron the Japanese residents, so

that 1o "ipncident" oould be blamed upon the presence of Caucosians,




R, Hankey = Not¢s - Tule Taks

On approaching the outdoor stage T noted thot the assemblace e
was smeller than T had expected it to be, The Sokoku boys were marching
to the scene (and they marched quite weal), where they took up their
placed .in ordered ranks in the firebresk s full block removed from the
stage, Nearmhile, older men and women, some with children, were marching
(not nearly so well) to take up their placed in ranks in that section
of the firebreak directly before XkaxzXxxmx but tot he 1left of the
stame , leavinz a Qarre vecant area, ZThExy When thds group wes settled,
excaept for stregplers who continued to triokde to the resyr, the Sokoku

boys, following the orders of their leaders who were distinguishahle

by white bands on their left arms, marched forwarigvo oceupy this

1L [ o . .
position (by groupg. This gave me an excellent oprortunity to count them,.

. Wl (P
There were ot more tham 600 on the ovtside. Thenscect«tcrs to the left

numbe red from 1,500 to 2,000, This, I believe, is s very significant
extimute, not only of the powey of the Sokoku but of the re-segregation
grYoup,.

The stage was decorated by large bouquets of yellow and white
crysanthemums. White sheeting had heen hung over the outer wings. Two
altay~1ike tables of box~like form were ocovered with white and on the
rear wall hung not the Japanese f£lag, but a white cloth with a painting
of what I interpreted to be the throne, Over the arch was a large
sizgn with four kenji psinted in red and white, and on the left wing kwxx
8 large xnxnxwibk white sign with characters whaitten in ink,

T had felt some concern that T might be viewsd sskance by the
casusl spectators with whom T stood and thet people might avoid me,

This was not the case. The casua]l onlookers, of whom there were not more
than 100, stood directly beside me in the les of the berracks. HNobody
x¥83 tresnted me in any way as if T were not Japar@se. Once T made room

for an elderly man, but he indicsted that it was not necessary and squeezed

in right nex' to me. To Csucosians except Tnternal Seourity msde an
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appearence. When the ceremony begen an Internal Sevafdty Car drove up and
parked in the adjoining block, but after about 20 minutes it woved on,
Other crrs passed at intervals but did not stop.

The ceremony was opened by a gentleman who, fxsm I ha?iEViIW!S .
Tabbibsna, He spoke briefly snd gaveé place to & younger men Who reverently

opened a box, removed & scrodl,xmdrremdxm bowed to t he soroll, bowed to the

symbol of the erperor snd then chentsd from the scrobl. (Incident91‘y,

before Tachibana began his speech, a1l present bowed to the steaee in uuisnnz)

Kox tnx phexednx hupdexs, Next, everyone faced the sun, which wes glowerine

dimly from behind rain swollen clouds, the buglérs bueled inexpertly and

a1l boved to the sun, holding the pomition for e2hout three m:nutes while

the buglers played severel selections, Ths Some of the casua)l spectators

bowed also. A group of nisei girls to my right, were very slow about catchim

on, but eventually most of them Xwx® took up the

Foddswing When the bnArdnpxwme bugling wes ended,
stage in unison and sang two anthemif ifi which some of the casus]l xzzmxx
spectators joingd, especially the issei men.
I should have pentioned that some of the Sokoku boys 2nd m2ny of the

Sokuji peovle carried overcosts.sbde The Sokoku boys laid their overcosts
on the ground before the bowing started and there they
lay for a full hour while the cold crept steadily into

very littile
the v rrow of our hones. One \Sokoku boy orrried an
NI R baast A 2
umbre 1la A Even though it drizzled occasionally noone
opened apn umbrella exocept 2 casua] spectator who put it
VA
over the carriage of the bsby she had brought with her,
(It blew off severa] times.)

When the anthems were finished Mr. T introduced
¥r. Uchida who made 8 short sveech.xmd (TUchids is s

Daihyo Sha msn and was on the Negotiatinw Comrittee. He
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now hends up the Sokoku's judo organizations.) He wag introduced as the

speaker for the Sokoku. When he had finished his speech he bowed caremonialy
and laid his paper before the symbol of the empe ror,

Next the spesker for the Sokuji Kikeku Hoshi dan wes introduced, T

. CIAJ"I R ] \ e [:Jw ¢ M B id
believe thig wasg Tsuhg/ though I could not be sure of the name fromt hat
distance., He bowed with a finess whigh Uchide lacked and 7lsuched 3into
8 long speeéch which was de 1ivered in fine sty end with great fervor,
Wnile this speeoh continued no one in the Sokoky group made an unnecoesary
move, no one so much as moved his head. The Sokuji peoole (of whom about
Were women, were more restless, but none stepped out of pdmce,

(Hankey, neturally, didn"t budge either,) The speech went on; it got
coldeér and colder. The overmats lay on the pround, OQoocasionally one
of the Sokuji people would put on their overcont - but not one Sokoku
boy. Then the speech was about ha1lf finished, it 12sted somewhat over
a half hour, one of the Sokoku boys became 111 end had to be half oarried
from the picture by one of his comredes, ¥mxwax When he was taken from
my direct view T don't know whst heprened, because only a few ourious issei
among the speotators with me stepred forward to peer, and T knew that
if T oraned my heck gXkd or moved FkaAx it would be most discoourteous.
{ One Sokoku boy looked eround (the weakling), However, before Tsuha (if
it wnﬁbe} fiuished/abaut a dozen of the Sokuji peorfite laft. T don't know
if they didn't 1ike the speeoh or if they were hal1f frozen to death.
On the compietion of the speech, Tz ol i vt e mx Dk hanx g kny bx 7 4 axmx ek owt x
B 85 ik P 3 L D B R w0 1 SR b o o bt L i
Zqinirew papers from their pockets wholohMmammn on whioh wog written the

words of & song. When this song had been sung, Tachibana made a short

¥3¥ closing =ddress, everybody bowed deeply and shouted, "Dai Nippon Teikola

Banzai,'Banzail, Banzail"

On the Banzei the people raised hoth palms to the

stage, Thereupon the Sokuji peocle broke up and the Sokoku boys marched

awrs Ve
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found myself so cold and numb that it wes severs) blocks before I
could walk normally., So long as T live I will not forget the pathos of
this 2,000 strong pdedze of loyslty to the emperor. Wor will T forget
the immovebls fellows, somé of whom olutched thedxxyimex bottoms of their
sleeves to keep the icy blmsgts out while others soorned to do even this.
Nost impressive, however, wes the fact that I never once ¥as made to

feel an outsider or an interloper by so much ss an overcurious glance.

If you are curious, this ceremony commamoretes the birthdey of the

Lirst Meiji emperor and drews its particular sisnifdce nce because it

Was under this ruler that Japsn underrent its ohanere to a world rower,




for our weekly chat, He wes still hale and hearty,

I reported on the number of peopile ji Meiji Setsu ceremony,

KEXDy b2 nmnxbhhnin Fe oacreed with me that this was a pretty good eriterisn

of the actual strength of both orgenizations, stating that they had

forbidden non-members to attend the ceremony. He added that they wers

claiming a strength of 12,000, Every mess hall, he told m 1 their own

cerémony. On the Weiji Ceremony he said:

LI 3 1 . » s
Whoever does not take psrt in it is H

locked upon 2s not 1va He is

1.
réeally not a Japanese., Tt is & good thine that WRA permitted it ."

(K. meant this XiX apprecistively and not thresteningly.,)

He also stated tht he had heen wrone 2 hout the prediction that he

made last weel when he predioted trouble before the 10th, His informants

had predicted that two or three people would hsve the ir neads beaten in,

A 3 - 2 < - Y | N
"But in considerstion of the Emperor's birthday, they didn't do it "

"Sti11, the threat may be carried out sooner or later. :

He agreecd thot the pressure group mey devote its efforts to rett ing

‘est out, but on the other hadd they may confine t hemse 1ves to beat ing

up their fell ow Japanese.,

"The y ot lerding the residents on the right path or the risht way,"

83

sted the present pressure grouc with the Daihyo Sha; ¥ soreed
that to him there was a congidersbie dif ference in methods:

"Thds one (group) calculete thinrs very onrefully before
I wouldn't say thet if I didn't know the

0

Would notice it right aw They a

they start it,
facts." TIf you were Japenese, you
aiwnays seyinz, 'When we get there,'
Whom do they mean? v think the Y going to be rewarded, If,they
think they're going to feol the Japanese officials in Japan, they re

zoing
to make a mistake.

(Though not Jepsnese, I have noted this obsession with future glory in

JApSn on several pcessinn I've even got it in verbatip statements
0 ns. T S

"They have onrried thints too far, Knowking in the hesds of people who
not for them,"

X : o : . .
'Just because T don't Join their orgpanization, they say, I'm not loyal

could they measure my loye 1tY that we yo"
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Beat ings which preceded Hitomi murder

. (I wanted to corroborste my guess thst the type of inu bestine which

Xpxk became po-ular in June 1943 hed been comparctively rare in camp even

when compared to the disordered months of December snd January.) Since K

was heére then, I believe hig stotement would corry a good desl of weipght,)

Since 7 was not in residence here T could not be sure thst the ststus quo

s 1 s 1 ' . .
guys didn't bash in as many heads ¢f per week as the unknown sssailants did

in ¥mywidn Juns).

Of cource, (in June) quite a number of peocle were suspected FAXhx imp
as inu, Then the camp wes still undergoing tansition. The people wWere not
fully settled. Manzanar came in in Nerch, At thet time the Co-op was also
under oriticism. The @o-ordimating Commitee were considered inu too.

This developed for severs] months and wss bound to come to a point/ where
feelings would reach a climax,

Beatings 1ike that were rare in camp before immbxn Moy, I believe a
bunch of &ouvcb noys geanging up on sombody is due to xm agitators who arrived
here with the kanzanar group.

(I then asked K. 2bout the report thst there were many organdzed gangs
in the Manzanar section.)

"There are not many rengs in Manzanay, Frobably the orzinal bunch who
cam8 in in Qctober mnd moved to block 7b were considered rough, To me
they are nothing but a bunch of bulilies. They can say thinzs but they cannot
carry them out.

Woo [« PV

"But this other hmah which this person ("@") has organized as his gang,
to carry out his orders - they have dome somé of the bestings. To my
personal knowledge t here are only two bunches of roughneaks in manzanzrcggamME

(Hooray for K - this is probably straichter stuff than all the dope in

the State Dept. report.)

The common peorlée of lanzanar dont want enythimmp to en, Many have
expr-ssed the desire to remein as peacefully as they can in p until the
day of deportation, They never forgot the painful incident of Manzanr., They
gameé here with the true intent to reamin as peaceful as they can.

happ
oan

{T've waitsd months for K. aotually to come out and make the following
statement. Hope he doesn't thirk his days are numbered and he better tell
mé ¥Efsxewhile hs ocan:)

Wek Qrami
Ut cog\dd in Menzanar he had nothineg to do with the riot - as much ag

he sgitated’ Such deliberate lies he told, just to get out of it

(So~- ™" is the villian of the piece whom K. never gave smay, I recall
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S OFFICE

The informant on this story is & rether hysterical and hiased young
womane. The story, however, is interesting. As I mey heve remsrked before,
the presence of evacuee workers in the stotistios section has been viewed
with strong disapproval by someé of the higher ranking members of t he
eppointed personnel - Mr, Schmidt, in particulay., (They can get their hands
on too much dnts,) This factor mey hove some inf luence in the treatment
riven the evacuee staff, thouzh I, for one, don't see why it weculd not
be possible to trensfer them 811 rather than treat them so rough that they
auit. So until T have more dets, T prefer to reg rd Miss S's puess th ¢t

=

Ya d & o <A
this desire to get rid of

the workers is the prime factor behind it a1l wikh

reservetion,

Mrs. Pagley took over Stotistics after Wisses "aldron and Tefkovitz
left, seversl months ago. I know Mrs. Bagley guite well, and while she is
a p¥ asant individual, she is indubitably dumb, ghe plsys an unhe 1ievably

stupid geme of poker - go I reason unscientifically - how the he 1l can she
NPT
run the stotistics section? According to Miss S, she weas not only dumb and
hal1led up 811t he works but 21so antagonized the evacuee workers by her
ratronizine ettitude and untsctful type of oriticism. About @ month apro,
a Floriden, came in to tolke over the position of sctusl b
too is very very dumb as far as @ocis]l consciousness is o necernsd but may
ig stotistics, WMiss S. has » subordinate position in the secti~n nhere
d for about a year.
he story of the walkout is this: Two evsocuee boys Who were working in
the colony statistics office were ordered towork in the Administretion
building to o mpete specif ¢ job. They did not like this because of (1)

the walk, and (2) the ieme of inu which every worker in the Ad, section has
to contend with., They we riven to understand that they ocm 1d return to

the cplony office when the job was completed. However, when it was dore,

Mrs., Bagley refused to let them go snd turned over more work to them.
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zot mad¢ and refused to continue
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TUESDAY, NOVPMBER 7, 1944

. . y (
Pa T ITH “U", gongerve tive block manager CDCLﬁ\ \

———————— = 2 . e e

Cadhon g - 10 )

] - - . A L = . .
“O' snd T h 2 lonrk alscussinn on hit plans to enter the Univer =

)

sity of Ca1lif, extension sochool and work of hi

Enceneey ing, I f he first ¢t that he was not 9 pradunte
of Cal Tech., ( y - the first Tasked for specific information) but
had completed a ¥pwpAsdncynxeeninx 2 year course in Mechanical Tecoh-
nolozy abd the Pesadens Juniop Collerpe and 3 spscisl 14 weeks course in

engenser ing for War Industries ot Cal, Tech, He appesrs very serious

U

his resolution to begin to improve himse 1f while st Tule and T
capably as T coul T'm going to see the edvisor when
to Rerkeley end get e courss maspped out for him., Meamwhile, I
rite for his credits immedistely.
ful for my interest amnd talked more freely than
gver &dd before, His sentiments about the sts of camp do not

KA.P\A \\"“"\&\‘
o

»restly from those of "¥", although he has r the inner

of the big shots or, et any rete, w 1ot admit that he has,

As We begen to discuss cemp affairs, he ced m f T had heard the
rumor going sround camp that Best snd Blsck will resipm next month. (Two
bits this is st-rted by the re-ssgremation

¥ AxnshEd

change toward Sokoku Kenkyu

T ssked if he hed attended the Sokoku Meiji Setsu exercises., (As you
may remember, "O" §oined this organization some time ago and was rather

eloouent in their defense at that time,) He soid he had not sttended,

but had cone instead to the Kokumin Gakko ceremony. I then ssked why he

had not gone to the Sokoku exercises, since he'ss member.,

"1 try to avoid sanything. T haven't been going to the meetings, I
told them, "I Istay in your club T have to quit my job,' TIt's not
only that, I heve to avoid any other croud. I just put down my name, but
ITdon't go to the meetings,

W

"I'm afreid if thet orgsnization goes on as it is, it nvo lved
onside

.
in more politics. That's why I'm afradd, They should o G
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step.

"I don't understand why those people want stert biz orcenizations.

The old issei, maybe they want name and titles (when they set to Ja pan).
"The organization is bresking up from inside because of ird ividual
here is so much friction,

j=
o
relet ions and differences smonz the members., T

"Wost of the people in this center have decided to go hack to

Japan anyway,

Jentime nts tovard MANzZamr g twu
= ) (.;

Fed1lkng of the peorle might be changed a 1ittle, but some of the
boys are sos tiff' and tough and hard too. Brankly, I myself am he ing
swful careful of those boys. They do something very extreme, so I
just kind of take more orreful step. I watch my langusge,

This is some admission for the cautious "O" to make. He then asked
me if the eaders of the Daihyo Sha Kaiwere the leaders of the
Re -segregation growp .« I said I did not think so.)

Fear of Caucasgisn visit in February ard March

I did my very best to get "0" tot el me Afxhanghynxictmtihs noespix

heinghyught his opinion on the comparative attitude towasrd the Daihyo

Sha end toward the Re-segregation group,but I could not zet him to
make a statement, He did, however, admit that when I first csme to
visit him he had been very frightened. (He gove no indication of this
at the time.,) He hed even taken the trouble to explsin that I was just
an old friend to several of the people in his blook. Evidently, he has
er heen oriticised for my‘t'isits which have not been over frequent.

He remarked cgein, that he lived in & very tough block,

TATXK WITH PA on kadfing trial N'GWY,, = PM A f'l.z!‘\-wk..\,*l. o

ar~
(Since "K" had considered this sttack so signifiocsnt T got PA

to tell me 2ll he wuld on what occurred at the triasl and what moves
3 2 A ,\W\ 3

"U" had made beforechand,)

On the 5th I got word thst the District Attorney wes coine to rive
him (the defendsnt a chance, He ssid his friends om 1d meet mith the
prisorner and also meet with the D, 4, and have 8 discussion so that the
man would fecl he weg piven a fair trisl and thet his Civil Riaghts had
been protected, Wy (inBBrmantss) only position on the whole dea?
had been one of @& neutra]l observer to see that the man was told he oonuld
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LUIER 8, pe 34
anmploy council and that a fair disdussion of the probsbilities of

the case was held with him, what the probebilities were if he pleaded
innocent or guilty.

"Wy poliocy wrs to keep out of beinz in the middle. Therefore, in
holding the meeting at the D,A."s office before the trisl T insisted
on these points: that sany decision to be made on the pleng, had to
be the rrisoner's own plea after hig own congideratisn,

"The fact that the D. A, stated (I think to F, A,) that he wes n
ing to press for a penitemtiary sentence =-

(Here I agked what had cnused the D,A, to come to this decision,)

e Aix ok nxhx hx
the nature of the evidence, 2 - the sze of the deferdant,
sct that his past record was olsar,

"g" ( who with two other friends of the defendant) went a'lons tob
the trial at Alturas) ws- very gracious snd volite. He addressed the
D. A, ag our honor. In the disgussion which was held in the D, A .'s
office in the presence of the orisoner, he acked the D,sn , what he
would advise they should do, The D, A, said, "If the men, alter
congulting his own conscience honestly believes ha 1id not commit the
assault with the knife, he should p lead not guilty. If, after
consultine his own consoience, he felt he did com mit the ory/ime,
he mey as well pléead guilty snd teke gome medecine,' He, the, N, A,,
said he would pexpynxmAyx then make a recommendation to the eourt and wad
would personally plead for meroy - for a couwnty jail sentence.

"U" explained this to the defendant. The defendent stated that
he realized that what he did was wrong and that he would plead
guilty. After the conference I asked "U" whether he felt that
the oconference was handled in o fair menner, and whether the defendant
wag havpy that he had hisfriends there. He said it was bhandled
fairly.

"fhen tx® "U" end the friends came in, the D, A, got up and shook
hends with them and welcomed them fn a verv friendly monner.

"During the entire proceedinss, "U" tried to meke it sound ag if
he weren'ta personsl friend of the defendants, that he was not one
of the delepates -t hat he was just san intermedisry.

"It was also eEplained to the defendsnt and his friends, that the
D, 4.'s recommendations were in no way bindinz on the court - that they
were advisory, but that they were ususlly given considsrsble weicht,

.

then asked if "g% had contscted PA at 211, previous to this

(I
triﬂl.y

He said he had, that he come in after the men was token to
H

pr ison, with the two de legntes. He was sentenced to 90 dags in the
county jail. The man'snreme is Kiyo Shimida.
"The complaining witness st the conclusion of his testimonmy on

the stand - and all dur ing bhis testimony st thet rial, he did not
testify as strongly #s he had before 58 1 'I will appreciate your




R, Henkey - HNote

i f
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ot
they hoid
the Bth of the month thet
pray for viotory I was i med by M Q Unfortuns fedy
the ceremony
was over so T was able to see next to nothing group present
was lerge and may have been as large as thet which attended the
;iiii.iﬁ?ﬁﬂ ceremony. Tt wag bitterly cold, the coldest day we have
111 the puddlesg were frozer
ward marched to th iYebreal f lowed by the

of ikoku Hoshi dan who

the Sokuji
them, Agsin the boys took up their stand in the
blook removed from the open stage, Then at a military
they marched forwsrd in unison, goosestepring with vigor,
(They did not wesr getm; moreover wmost of the people wsre warmly
dressed. Iy wes so cold however, that standing for & half hour wag
dre ssed . The marching made s lot of fAoise but
ti17 did not shake thecarth as I've been told. Tt also wes marred by
a dog who took this oprortunity to snap ot the merchers end was
reproved by an entirely un-Jepsnese, "Get away, gou son-of a bitch,"

which echoed strengely through the darkness.

Next followed bowine to the unrisen sun to the accompe iment of

buples. Then everyone knelt and prayed silently for victory while the
&

buzlés continued, A speech was delivered by Vr. Xexl "0", who I know
well snd whose voice T recorpnized, The anthem wes also su
marched home, and then ran pert of the way. I was so
T outd istanced them evan whan they ran, An hour
later the sun come upl Some, as they ran, kept up the constant

2

of "Wagho, washo," in time to their steps.

inzeni-us
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means of keeping the chant ® nstant was employed., Half the boys

velled "Washo," on the first two steps and the other half on the

gséoond two steps. In this wey, ®# guy could draw breath while his

fellows bellowed, A1l of these observations except the fact that

he boys did not wear geta were made bv esr slone., And I had to looky

very close to meke sure of the peta,




Tule T1ake

Rece ived an invitat ion from "T" today t 1 him. I found
him looking ag chipper sg ever with his four s oh scar beautifulry

healed up, (it hemled ur much better than mine,)

Story of beating

oucht T hed srny enemies in camp. TFor ¢ davys

onse of mistaken identity.

ine home from a religious meetine ot blook 52 = I heard
one of the men (T's friends) was at my side and
feet ahead, The first man who waes sttacked ye 1led,
urned around and ssw that bip stick, T csn still see the club ;
a firozen picture but I don't know anything after that,
got up I didn

“ihen ven know Twas hit, T felt snwethﬁna
th

hourht Iw as ¢l ubbed. 8

1 "t
dripcing. I noticed the bldo i

From the start ur%*‘ today I never felt any pain, wa 1ked
homea nd the blood stopped bleeding on the wey,. went to
room and vas.e* myslef. T that the out was spread
The embulence cameé and we We o the hospital. Tley out in
stitches. The most pain T felt was when they put in the four

thet, for a few days, everybody asked me why snd how,
,;d T t1 nk it's misteken id t-*v. Then one man who hasn't
siegned for re-segregation and very sntagonistic he serrecation
group, he spied r_l OVEr cBmp "ky T was hit, He told m e reagon
T was attacked, T and one other, Nr, Aritaks, both

sirn. The segregation hesdquarters ddad that on ac

people didn't sign.

"I didn't speak agsinst it. Whenever they asked me T just said
that T didn't sien it for this resson or thet, Therea re 6 families
in my barrack and only one family sizped.

"Another thing he spged out for me, abou month vefore that date
T made A& lecture at a religeous meeting. I séid thet t his camp is
no place for youns men to make any troubdd. They should s tudy.

Tt alked sbout 45 minutes. What T gsaid there was reported to

hesdqi arters., . oo .
’ ﬂ)uvLu5¢v¢ UJQAL«MQ'
One week af i}/ f}tﬁnclﬁﬂ the resec regents of Ward VIIT &ad
a meeting and """ ar tyym nade speeches., And "W" spoke first and
very aggressively. he s idYfor the sreater osuse it cant be helped
ko secr if ice t he s ma 11 oause . Young men, £o she ad and ‘iD 1t| I‘ll
ak aresof '-«"DU."
take C w‘)\f‘w ‘
"phen "U" stood up next snd said, 'Our grouc is not for vislemnce.
our idea is not to do any harm to the non-segreganbs. Thiﬁ Zrﬁqz
(the boys "W" referred to) is not o member of our group, "He s2ic
"I'm very sorry thet the reseg rerants are takinz to violsnt sot i "ss.

" Amon is one sroup already sgasinst
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_UGL—-"

s violent side,

v iole nce s 8 W dest eroup and then " "y

Enifing in block 78

This boy's father signed the petition but he's very much aga nst

Wakeynma, That's why we think he was knifed,

imé nt toward Wap.

(IN answer to the question put in the letter "T" mede th
following statement:

Every issei Japanese a 1)1 blindly be 1ieve thst Japan will win, So
out of the question how they feel. Of course the issei Jarsnesze iIn
camp micht have doubtg about the outoome of the war, But the
in this canp a1l believe final viotory is theirs.

So, what you 03811 fenoe sitters, sei all don't know why "H'%
Japanese war sterted snd how the war future would be. So they "-khg
change their mind as the situation changes, e issei, I don't

of that after the wer is over and then go bsok to Japsn., That's why
they say they

"Some issei stil?! heve property outside, So they want to dispose
s
don't want to po basok on the first exchange boat,

"Those issei who leave camp for the outside 2re diszusted at
the conditions in camp (Tule Tpke.)

" P mE MAMEMX mENX X hE mE rEnxmronrx bk xsexmenxnkexwko

"BEven among the seprepohts there are mehy who went to live in
pGﬁ('G.

Return to trouble

When we camé from Vanzanar last Februery everybody said we don't
want twuble. But when "W"\started meking trouble, t he whole ward
VIII ¢o: stirred up. SRR o~
/ : : _ Cata

}DJ\)\/.HW-.’ !
"K" says, 'Give him plenty of rope and he' 11 "-ﬂ.r%(‘n‘
Santdn e v"\#‘\».«r‘_\ MW“ "“.\la-»w.t_

(Speak of "U", "r" saif: "He's 1ike "%" Yoo but he's nt o

extrems "

"1 heard @ rumor thet the Japenese governemnt Am said that some
issei in this cemp is good for nothing. 1In the firet plsce, when thse
Japanese povernment €0t heard of the trouble (in Nov.) the Administrotion
was torturine them. (T ®n't now whether "T" mesnt this seriously

.) Of course, my feeling, when we were chosed into this c=np,

v sp il ; L S
ernment didn t meen to herm us. But the officials
A - n
oon AeXeunxnuAd' the Jepg would be beate n,/ SO We ¢c9n
we wish.,"

thet orw dey he wes nerrly besten, We thought, 'This isn't the

they trented us thet way., In Nanzepar, Mr. Nesh wes

of the Federal government toward us.'
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o ‘-

Gedarsy

1] ¥enzanars the food wWag so t
or two months The food at this time ecoording to meny old resj
had grently improved We found out that was 8 trik., 1They di
want to serx ple he! (The Ad. wished to discoursge other

0

from other centers.) The food in Menzanar was so good while our
wes s0 poor.,

. Now when they want the cemp residents inMsnzansr to lesve
>utside they give them the poorest food. They say, 'If you want

S ol Y o i il sk adtd n
er foodlf you go outside.

Elect ion

B

the news they =2re

'e hesr the

"Phe Japanese streatepy was actually the same as T zuessed, In

Jepanese Salt Teke Citv newspaper ssid, 'What's the metter with

parese navy?' Then I wrote four pace n the subject of Japaness
8

§ T see it. T said thet tte big navel bettlewil]

a D

(=]
ic strategy

‘ound Formoss snd the FPhillipines.

"What I would 1ike t o know is thst if the Amer ican Navy wont he
clain, why are they sending more American forces to L&gte

ke r thing, the reoall of Stil 11t

¥ .
grican wovt. advised Chiang Kei shek to wai

battle, TIf they win, Ameyican wil d its Flest and aj

Shek, After the battle Chiang ¥ai Sh xpectat ions

Then I believe Chianzg Kail Shelk 1d $till well, "What's the matter

- 2o 1
:.,.vn;gf',y hat's your position?”

kY
sador. The papers ssy it is only 71 VYV pueéss
Tx

A he
nd the A

T!

¥
they can heat Japan. With Germeny still fighting end not by any means
beaten they are already talking about whet they will do with Germany.
And Cchurcihill and Stalin and Roosevelt 211 have different idead,

T

matter wegs ooming slong.e =aid that he suspected
that th snesc NEWppapers XX¥X probebly thought the story too hot to
handle . -hen sasked that since the author #id not mind publishines it

a
L

making i 11 property - if he culd not get it published,

"g" g0 id he woul
s

address or his first name,

in Jepanese gociety and not know his first name,

very sorry thot Roosevelt wes Epunkeh.n reelected., I'1] never believe tly
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like a pretty capeble man,
ey iped et the wmynkhe nkdoed ngwhx ek fmm
de xmk Gunderson, hew he f Community Manangemsnt is telking toward
the Co-op. Perkins believes in working according to the WRA manual and
sgaesg no reason whyv the €o-or Vfi"'ﬂlj‘] not heve the rhotos
desires. Howe ve when he broached the mattesr to Gunderson,
aren't going to get it unti’ they settle the osnteen 4 (Caugssian cantean)
matter, From both Currie =nd Perkins T gather that Best, Blasok and
XBXbR Ivb

Gunderso n consgider the Co-or board as agitators and view every request theyys

=

- . n : L] - £ I-‘“:
make as pressure. Perkins stotes thet after examining the momos carefullyss

he cai not s that any of the reaguests they have mede could be
85 pressure, Perkins j‘_f}egt‘rj't want to Stfl‘l_.’}':ﬁr(? rore than six weeks

poor Co-o0p.
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TALK WITH "Y" - Yoshiyama - called ¥

Went to "Y"'s today, armed with a copy of the first meeting of

the Dalhyo Sha to seé if I could wheedle him into explaining the whole

thing. Before we got to work he told me that he wasn't golng to be
able to show me some real trouble as he had hoped. He stated that he
had gone to see Mr, "U" - Tachibana - and put before him a plan to
put forward a petition throughout the camp asking for the removal of
Mr. Best. Simultaneously, in one night twelve inu were to be beaten
up. "U", 1t seems queiled before the grandeur of this scheme
prefers to wait and see 1if the Dept. of Justice will take over ¢ ;

ES
”m

i ¥

= L

camp. "U" said that Best would send him to Santa Fe immediatelyygfﬁ‘

. PR
such violence broke out. "Y" was just a bit disgusted at g 1 g MRS
caution. He states he doesn't care where they send him. Anyway, -
1s restraining himself for a while. However, he sald he was going-ove
to see "W" tomorrow morning.

"v" also stated that he had gone to see Mr. Best about his
renunciation of citizenship. He's sending for a form. If he menounces
his citizenship, he feels sure that Best will ship him immedlatedy to
Santa Fe, and I reckon he's right. The inu, living in block 9 (prob-
ably just conservative citizens horrified by "Y"'s presence in their
block) had a meeting the other day and talked about making & petition
to get him out of the block. This made "Y" mad. He told Best that if
they did that he'd bring his boys and beat up the whole block. (I
think he'd do it too). Evidently, block 9 is in quite a state of

perturbation, what with "Y" glaring at everybody in mess hall and mak-

ing taunting radical cracks in the latrine. 200 boys, has "Y", and

also a group of ten who have sworn to die for him. These ten have eve
given him their wills in case they dle or go to the electrlc chalir,

Of this only about five people in camp, the boys themselves and I know,
T was told. (Well, if somebody inus I guess it's curtains for me.)
(And t'will be exactly what I deserve for fooling around with this
youthful Toyame.)
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/
-
W

Al » . L
"Y, exglained eve meeting

ing his own notes which he had talen in English when
I had become Bnxfmpadix too ¢ onfused. This will not make much

to you sinee it is coded int he paraphrase of the meetinr I

in'y cleared

Sha ¥e i xE¥dXX persosn presern t were members of the
agricultural Dept., and the Hor Farm.
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