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TUI E LAKE 

My c ol l ec t i on of evacuee at t i t udes towar d the segr egees, onoe t hey had 

l ef t f or Tul e l ake, i .s haphazar d. At t empt s to el i c i t i nfor mat i on were of t en 

r esent ed and I was obl i ged to cont ent mysel f wi t h c ol l ec t i ng apont aneous r emar ks. 

For some days af t er the l ast gr oup l ef t , per sons who had r el at i ves en 

route to Tul e expr essed t hei r concer n over the f act that t hey had not hear d 

f r om t hem. However , when the post car ds and l et t er s began to ar r i ve, t hey 

wer e, i n gener al , pl eased; i n f ac t , such excel l ent condi t i ons were r epor t ed 

i n Tul e l ake that they oaused some good- natur ed expr essi ons of j eal ousy . On 

the eveni ng of Oct ober 12, Mr s. Okuno remarked on the nic- fc t hi ngs she was 

hear i ng f r om ffl j fcnds i n Tul e rake . They were get t i ng pl ent y of t o f u , 1 (a J apanese 

dosjjt we dp not get here i n Gi l a . ) They we e al so bei ng al l owed to buy 
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f r esh f i s h ever yday. The school s were r epor t ed to be ver y ni ce and compared 

very f avor abl y to school s on the out s i de. On the t r ai n the segr egees were f ed 

very we 11. 

I mmedi at el y af t er segr egat i on had t aken pl ace there was consi der abl e 

di sc uss i on i n Gi l a on the bet t er food ser ved i n Tul e l ake and the bet t er ser vi ce 

of f er ed by t heCo- op. At Tul e some former Gi l an t ast ed i ce cream and beer for 
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the f i r s t t i me si noe ar r i val  at the r el oc at i on c ent er . 

At a meet i ng hel d to di souss a poss i bi l i t y of ope ni ne a Caucasi an st or e, 

Mr . Hut c hi nson, pr i nc i pal  of Canal  El ement ar y Sc hool , r emarked that the- , chi l dr en 

i n Tul e l ake were wr i t i ng to c hi l dr en i n Gi l a that they were abl e to buy i ce 

cream c ones . Thi s , he f ear ed, humor ousl y, mi ght st ar t an upr i si ng i n Gi l a . 

Thr t same eveni ng I was wayl ayed by my bl ock manager who want ed to hear 

the l at est goss i p. He had heard f rom a l et t er i n Tul e rake that "t hey had 

r ecei ved f i ne t r eat ment and f i ne f ood. I am sor r y I di dn*t go now" he sai d, 

and the n added r api dl y , 11 Onl y I donVt r eal l y me 6a t hat ." Ee remarked that he 

was ver y l onesome and mi ssed hi s br ot her s a gr eat deal . 

^o f u i s made of soy bean ground to a smooth past e whi ch i s har dened by cooki ng. 
I I ts sol d i n r eot angl es of 2x2x4 i nches and eat en wi t h r i c e. 

i  11 J  .  i  
T Let fv. 



On Oct ober 5, Hi ki da emphasi zed the f act t hat some of the Gi l ans were 

di s sat i s f i ed wi t h the deoi s i on of the Co- op Ent er pr i se to pay the peopl e of 

Fi ver s i n Revol vi ng Fund Cer t i f i c at es , whi l e they pai d the segr egees i n c ash. 

One young man r emar ked, "Why do t hey gi ve the di s l oyal  cash and gi ve us l oyal  

the Revol v i ng Cer t i f i c at e. " peopl e al so f el t i t was wr ong to def er payment 

for t hr ee year s . They suspeot ed t hat a gr eat deal  ooul d happen to the f unds 

i n those three y ear s . "Peopl e i n a way t hi nk t hey'r e get t i ng l ess t hen those 

goi ng to Tul e l ake." At t hi s t i me there was a gener al , t hough t empor ar y con-

v i c t i on t hat now t hr t the segr egees had l ef t camp, l i f e woul d i mpr ove. The 

Admi ni st r at i on woul d t r eat the "l oy al " evacuees bet t er . A few opt i mi st s voi ced 

the hope that some pi ece of good news was about to be r el eased whi ch woul d 

af f ect te- k®» Gi l a. I n the near f ut ur e, per haps, some evacuees mi ght be al l owed to 

go back to Cal i f or ni a. 

Anot her at t i t ude I happened upon by acoi dent came f rom two Co- op empl oyees, 

who di d not not i ce my pr esence: "Thi s pl aoe^wi l i  soon be cl osed up. See you 

i n Tul e i n si x mont hs." 

From a group of woman f r i ends wi t h whom I gossi ped on Ootober 8, I r ecei ved 

a somewhat di f f er ent i mpr essi on. They expr essed not hi ng but sympathy for the 

segr egees, sayi ng t hat peopl e who were i n the bl ocks that l ost the most peopl e 

st ayed up a l l  ni ght . Ther e were a gr eat many di f f i c ul t par t i ngs . One woman 

sai d, " I don' t t hi nk that the peopl e l ea vi ne are di s l oyal  i n the sense 

Caucasi ans t hi nk of i t . I don't t hi nk anyone of them had any i nt ent i on of 

harm i n hi s mi nd. I t hi nk that wi t h the younger ones, t hey'r e goi ng wi t h 

t hei r par ent s . I t hi nk that there i s a loy/t of conf usi on i n t hei r mi nds, - i  

2pi sh i s sol d i n Gi l a onl y one day a week. To be ser ved pr ompt l y, one must have 

f r l ends on the cant een s t af f . 

T̂hi s does not take i nt o consi der at i on the consumpt i on of har d l i quor whi ch 

cont i nues to be smuggl ed i nt o camps by Caucasi ans and sol d for exor bi t ant pr i c es . 
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frh- ink ttyol  the r e- i s a l ot of- coRfua- i im Hi Uie h1 mi nds. I woul dn't be a bi t 

sur pr i sed i f many of them hadn't been for t hi s count r y but evacuat i on had 

br ought i t on." 

On Oot ober 12 Mi . Hi ki da gave me to under st and t h t̂ a l l  the l i t t er s 

ar r i v i ng f rom Tul e i pke were not c heer f ul . He had r ecei ved one l et t er whi ch 

sai d t he ĉompar ed to ®i l a, Tul e i pke was j ust l i ke a sl um; Gi l a , compared to 

Tul e was l i ke a mi l l i onnai r e1 s r es i denc e. The food and the suppl i es at the 

cant een were much bet t er , but the gener al  out l ook was bad. Hi ki da had been 

i mpr essed by an ar t i ol e wr i t t en i n a J apanese newspaper publ i shed i n Denver . 

I t was wr i t t en by a k i bei i n a scar cast i c t one. The aut hor had been one of 

the peopl e who had r emai ned i n Tul e Lake . He sai d that to hi m, Tul e l ake was 

l i ke a depr ess i on, f A f r i end of mi ne sl eepi ng next to me t al ked i n hi s 

sl eep say i ng, ' I want to sco back to Gr anada,1 and when I t hi nk about the 

bar bed- wi r e fence ar ound the oamp, and the f eel i ng of i mpr i sonment , my t hought s 

seem ver y l ow." 

"l n\ >t her '̂ o r dsc ont i nued Hi k i da, "He t r ded to expr ess the sad s i t uat i on 

of the peopl e who came f rom Gr anada to Tul e i pke . Hi ki da al so r ecei ved gl oomy 

post o r̂d¡i  f rom hi s wi f e ' s s i s t er ' s Br ot her - i n- l aw, who had been seer egat ed. 

Dur i ng the pr ocess of segr egat i on, Hi ki da had noted a s i gni f i c ant depar t ur e 

f r om for mer J apanese custom i n the Uni t ed St at es : not near l y the usual  emphasi s 

was pl aced upon f ar ewel l  par t i es . Befor e segr egat i on I ssei  had been i n the 

habi t of havi ng f ar ewel l  par t i es "c ar r i ed on i n f ul l  s c al e." Par t i es woul d  ̂

be gi ven not onl y i n honor of per sons l eavi ng but a man who i nt ended to depar t 

woul d r ec i pr ocat e wi t h a par t y f or hi s f r i ends . Thi s , says Hi k i da, f ol l ows 

l ong year s of est abl i shed custom i n J apan. 1 Howewer , dur i ng segr egat i on t hi s 

Ĥi ki da advances the hypot hesi s that these el abor at e f ar ewel l  par t i es are a 

f unc t i on of J apan's g r a p h i c s i t uat i on. The i nhabi t ant s of these smal l  i sl ands 

take any depar t ur e ver y ser i ous l y . Al so, when the i ssei  l ef t J apan, a j our ney 

«as a f ar more ser i ous mat ter t han i t i s row and t hi s i mpr essi on has r emai ned 

wi t h t hem. 
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usage broke down. Ther e were not near l y so many part i es as 

Hi ki da expect ed, and those whi ch were hel d were Less el abor -

at e. 

The st at ement s ns»de to me by two women who are members of the 

pro- J apanese el ement of the camp shoul d not be i gnor ed. Mr s. 

Mi zuno, whose husband i s i nt er ned n&de the f ol l owi ng remark 

October 12: 

"The Yes- Yes peopl e di sgust me. They are si t t i ng on t i e 

f ence wai t i ng to see who i s goi ng to wi n the war . I f the 

Amer i cans wi n they are goi ng to be Amer i cans. I f the J apanes e 

wi n, they are goi ng to be J apanese. They ar e af r i ad to ask for 

r epat r i at i on and go to Tul e si nce they ar e not cer t ai n who .̂11 

wi n. They are not wi l l i ng to take the consequences of a 

J apanese vi c t or y, such per sons are no good f or an£ count r y. 

2 
They make me ashamed. H 

Another woman whose husband and chi l dr en are i n J apan 

made the f ol l owi ng statement Oct ober 6: 

�The peopl e who are goi ng to Tul e are the best . The 

Yes- Yes peopl e are not si ncer e. You shoul d hear the way 

they t al k about the way the Caucasi ans swal l ow what they st y. 

The peopl e goi ng to Tul e ar e no more di sl oyal  than most of 

those r emai ni ng. 

Whenever I coul d do so withou t gi vi ng of f ense, I ask el  

for the cor r espondence from Tul e Lake. Most evacuees prefe r r ed 
r s. Mi zuno f s husband i s i nt er ned at Sant a I t i s she k h ~ 

X f ear s i s pul l i ng my l eg. X mi stook feftVe f act that I qid t ed 
Mr s. Mi zuno»s remarks wi t hout comment f or nai vet e on my i r t . 
As I have expl ai ned bef or e, Mrs. Mi zuno i s "I «*s s i st er . »1 » 
i s one of my moat f l uent pr o- J apaaese i nfor mant s (no® i n TUi e). 
He i nt r oduced me to hi s si st er wi th or dees that she t<i 1 a? 

? * d o e s n , t » b u t I 6° to seefaer / ever y few weeks and 
l et her r ave. Lat er I hope to wr i t e a case st udy. Tut t l ehas 
a t hi ck f i l e on the i ady. 

Nei t her t hi s nor Mr s. Mi zuno» s statements are ver bat i m. 
Nat ur al l y I cannot wr i t e i n thei r /presence. Both i mpress ma s 
ver y neur ot i c . I 
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to t el l  me merel y that t hei r bro ther or f r i end, «as get t i ng o n 

wel l -  The MftdteAfc camp di d not l ook so ni ce as Gi l a, but tie 

cant een was much bet t er * they coul d get i ce- cream and beer * 

Through my f r i endshi p wi t h the Kondo 1 s I r ecei ved two cards 

and a l et t er . I t was dur i ng a J apanese l esson that I hear d 

of t hi s cor r espondence. Two male f r i ends of the Kondo s were 

al so pr esnet . When I expr essed my desi r e f or news fr> m 

Tul e and asked for per mi ssi on to take not es on the l et t er s, 

a very awkward si l ence f el l . I r eal i zed i nst aat l y I bad 

made a Dl under and apol ogi zedy'f at tjy i ng to i nt r ude on 

pr i vat e cor r espondence. Mr s. Kondo came to my defense and 

expl ai ned my pr esence on the pr oj ec t . The gie- sts seeie 

par t i al l y r eassur ed and the r ec i pi ent of the l et t er &JQ. owed 

me to copy i t , al t hough i t was appar ent that he r el ent ed 

because he t r ust ed Kondo and w t me. As I copi ed i t I 

ment al l y gave thanks to Mr . Asami who had to Id me j ui  two 

days bef or e, "When the J apanese become qui et , watch ai t l " 

and r esol ved to oe more t act f Ul  i n the f ut ur e. Anpofcc ar d 

f ol l ows: 

"I guess you pr obabl y have heard ever y t hi ngs 6&A£about 

t hi s camp al r eady, we ki ds have been wr i t i ng about & 1 the 

bad t hi ngs and I have never nent i oaed the good (ver y f ew) . 

The cant eens are swel l  here wi t h al l  ki nds of t hi ngsi  magi nabl e. 

There i s al so a Dig gym here where movi es wifcl  be heki . 

Gosh, X*m so homesi ck for Gi l a and al l  the f r i ends. How does 

i t f eel  wi t h aoout 2,000 per sons g n̂e, I t r ust you are s t i l l  

goi ng to Cool i dge for the r at i on do oks. Lot s of peoj l e are 

r el ocat i ng. Don» t YD r k too har d.* 

Second car d: MThank you ever so much ib r ever yt hi ng. How 
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I mi ss you and the r est of the gi r l s» Ar r i ved i n Tul e about 

ni ne a. m. yest er day. The t r i p was very bor i ng and Ur ea) me» 

We are l i vi ng way out i n the st i cks. We got separated from the 

Hashi moto f ami l y. I don' t know anybody i n our bl ock» The 

cant een i s okay, the ĥave al l  ki nds of t hi ngs t her e. I 

c an' t get over that we ar e mi l es and mi l es away and tftish«L 

and wi shed I coul d go back to Gi l a and work» 

P, S» Don' t w> rk too har d. Wi l l  wr i t e l at er aj &t el l  you 

from soup to nut s»* 

The f ol l wi ng l et t er gi ves more det ai l . I t br i ngs out 

sever al  i nt er est i ng poi nt s, the di f f i c ul t y whi ch the au t hor i t i es 

encount er ed i n get t i ng the evacuees to serve as ki tcte n pol i ce, 

the ent husi ams over the f ood, so di f f er ent f rom Gi ]a f ar e9 and 

the young man's sent i ment s toward hi s former Caucasi an boss, tahe 

por t l y Mr . Keadl e» The rumors ment i oned ar e i nt er est i ng and 

ar e, no doubt , sampl es of a vast body of ci r eu3a t i n g p o o 

about the segr egees' f ut ur e» 

Oct ober 11, 1943 

"Dear Mr 

"Sor r y for wr i t i ng to you i n 2H penc i l  si nce the i nk ar e 
not avai l abl e at the cant een at the pr esent t i me. Whoa I get 
hol d of i t , I ' l l  t r y my best i n wr i t i ng so that you vsoui ün't 
have har d t i me r eadi ng i t » Hal  Hal  

We l ef t Gi l a accor di ng to schedi l e, but the t r ai n wasn't 
there at Casa Gr ande. Lat er we wer e i nfor med that the l ocomo-
t i ve go t i n t r oubl e en r out e Gasa Gr aade from Tucson, l i  ey 
sent a subst i t ut e l ocomot i ve whicfyl  was irery sl ow. Soon as 
we l ef t her e, we went througih a t er r i f i c heat up to Indio , 
Cal i f or ni a. I had to take my shi r t of f i n oróer to cool  mysel f 
and dr y the shi r t at the same t i me. I t was worse than GLla» 

At Baker sf i el d they had to change l ocomot i ve to make up 
the l ost hour s. Bel i eve i t or not I I t took more than «even 
hours f i om Los Angel es to Baker sf i el d, or aver age of aoou t 
twenty mi l es an hour . Passed by our ex- center Tul ar e aifi  
Tur l ock Cent er . At both cent er s I saw sol di er s so i t mis t be 

a t r ai ni ng cent er . Al so got of f coupl e of t i mes to stréfc ch 
our l egs and arms near Fr esno and Sacr ament o. 

mm m ^ H U H .  J p H H 9 H H H I  É H H 
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On the t r ai n qui t e a bi t of segregees worked as vai e r s 

and K. P. They had to work ao hard that most of them r £u sed 
to vol unteer on the l ast day; t her efor e, capt ai ns and moni tors 
had to work on the l ast day as K. P. and wai ter s« To tel l  t i e 
t ruth i t was my f i r st exper i ence as a wai ter i n my l i f e* 
Paul , ex Co- op chai rman and segr egat i on coor di nator al so 
worked as K. P. 

üWhen I got here I thought there were goi ng to be l i l t more 
Ki bei than Ni sei , but tt was &&tk vj sa versa* Al so the £ i  s 
qui te a oi t of bachel or s, ol d ones, and more gi r l s t hanwhat 
I ant i c i pat ed. 

Most of the peopl e here ar e si ncer e and sympathet i c at 
the pr esent . I woul dn't know about them tomorrow, but hope i t 
wi l l  cont i nue f or the dur at i on or t i l l  the exchange comes. 
We'r e al l  wai t i ng i n vai n.  ̂

Oh Yeahl  about the mess that I wrote on the card pr evi ousl y. 
There the mess hal l  i s run more or l ess on cooper at i ve áy l e* 
Al l  the cooks, par t of di shwasher , wai t er s, sad wai t r ess that 
i s on duty work together i n cooki ng, washi ng di shes, and 
wai t i ng on bl ock peopl e. By doi ng t hi s no one per son have t o 
work hard and other taki ng i t easy. They al l  must be pi tching 
i n t hese. As for the bl ock peopl e, the seats are al l  ass% Bed, 
By doi ng t hi s i t wi l l  save a wai t r ess i n t el l i ng the peopl e 
where to si t as i n the case of mess.,74 i n Gi l a. Al so we do n ' t 
have to l i ne and wai t l i ke a tramp* I t ' s j ust l i ke Chop Suey 
onl y you don't or der , but eat what they serve to you. Hot ba d 
at al  1« 

How's the r i ce si t uat i on over t her e, Hope i t ' s not ser i ous 
as what the �peopl e t al k about . HFhst I heard about i t was that 
i t was smuggl ed out duri  ng the ni ght« Maybe t hi s i s t r ue, 
si nce i t i s i mpossi bl e to make an er ror of more than t hou» nd 
sacks. Poston peopl e that ar r i ved here al so stated that 
tbey are goi ng through the same si t uat i on as Gi l a. Somet hi ng 
i s f i shy i f the r i ce si t uat i on get s wors f̂t . Rumor here i s 
that Poston and Gi l a wi l l  cl ose ear l y par t of next year , fti  ce) 
Another rumor i s that we the r epat r i at es al so are goi ng to Jbe 
t r ansfer r ed to Hew Mexi co Camp. Hope al l  these rumors ar e f al se* 

Gee Whi z! I for got to t el l  you about foods that we  ̂ t 
her e. I t s i ncomparabl e to that of Gi l a. You j ust can't ecpect 

Î n qui te another connotat i on Hi ki da i nformed me that the""ol d 
bachel or s are the l east cooper eat i ve members cf tte CD mmuri. t y. 
I n Gi l a i t was they compl ai ned about cont r i but i ng to th e 
War Fund Dr i ve. 
A Y v r - -  � * J , { , ' -

Thi s i s a most si gni f i cant par agr aph. I t i s f ul l  of impl i  cat i ons 
among whi cn are unr est , worry and l ack of conf i dence i n the 
Caucasi ans. 
3 * � � 

The oft r epeated compl ai nt . 

Êvi dent l y some mess scandal  whi ch so far 1«. s escaped the 
admi ni st r at i on and mysel f . I do not qui z Kondo on such matters. 
Usual l y he t el l s me hi msel f , i f he fefel s l i ke i t . 



more. But  but t ® t hr ee* m m tikmes a dafr , meat , appl e or  or ange 

cake, arr  ©ooki ea Ĥt g* veget abl es, et c . al most  di ai l y. 

Pr obabl y t hey ar e usi ndt he poi nts up t o t he maxi mum.1 

i  

Adimini  strife i on bui l di ng i s wr y hi - t one compare t o t hat  

of  Ri ver s . I t  was j ust  l i ke wal ki ng t hr ough Feder al  Reser ve 

Bank itn L . A. Al l  depar tment . I s separ at ed by gl ass wal l s . I  

f f el t  l i ke wor ki ng her e too.. 8t t t f  DomH get  me wr ong, Henr y. 

I  l ef t  somethi ng out . I  met  bal l oon stomach Keadi l e acrdL 

whi t e hddr  sour puss Thomas2 at  t he Casa Grande st at i on. That  

Thomas r eal l y gi ve me a good J XSOOXXI  l ook. Keadl e was bet t er . 

Went  m s far-  as sayi ng, t hat  iff  I  want ed a r ecommendat i on he 

wi l l , wr i t e me one. I  di dn*t  ask si nce I  d i dn H car e t o work 

f or  t he MessOper at i on. Ho pel l  coul d wor k i nt he Co- op of f i ce 

and l ea� some t r ade. Good par t  i s t hat  my s i s May got  a J ob 

im t her e as seni or  secr et ar y. 

1*11 wr i t e more l at er  on about  t hi s camp l i f e. 

Al ways, 

Thanks f or  t he candy ver y much. Gi ve my r egar ds t o t he 

Mess Oper at i on cr ews.w 

r  Whi ch was not  bei ng done at  Gi l a at  t hi s t i me.. A r epor t  i n 
pr epar at i on! wi l l  gi ve as much det ai l , as I  have been abl e t o 
accumul at e. 

K̂eadl e ŝ ass i st ant . 
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Vrfhen the di f f i c ul t i es began at Tute Lake, the evacuees 

at Gi l a were r el uct ant to di scuss them. Onl y t r ust ed f r i ends 

of mi ne woul d say much. My bl ock manager exper i enced much 

vi car i ous exci t ement over the af f ai r . "Gee  ̂ I bet my 

br ot her 's r eal l y i n i t . I hear t hey'r e br i ngi ng out the 

tanks and tear gas and ever yt hi ng. Gosh." He was happy 

however , when he r ecei ved a l et t er on November 13, i n whi ch 

hi s brother i nformed hi m that he was safe and tr£.t he was 

spendi ng h i s t i me ¿j l ayi ng oaseoal l . On the way to the 

war ehouse, t hough, a oul l et had wh i zzed over h i s headI  

Sever al  Ni sei oefore and af t er tne uproar oegan, sp<k e 

pi t yi ngl y of the act uat i on of t hei r l oyal  f r i ends i n Tul e# 

These young peopl e had been segr egat ed, sai d t hei r f r i ends, 

j ust to pl ease t hei r par ent s, some had hoped to st ay wi t h 

t hei r par ent s l 'or a year and the appl y to the ooard 

to be r el eased f rom Tul e Lake, Now thei r hopes were shat t er ed. 

l i ven oefore the r i o t i ng t hey had been hav i ng di f f i c ul t i es» 

The Ki oei were maki ng t r ouol e. Ni sei dances were or okenu p. 

Onl y J apanese danci ng was to oe al l owed at Tul e, » i d the 

Ki oei . Borne Ni sei  wer e r epor t ed to be af r ai d to speak i n 

Engl i sh. 1 r ecei ved i ni  urination i n t hi s / theme from aooi i  

ei ght peopl e, among whom were Mr s. Kondo and Mary Obat a. 

The Gi l a r eact i on of zest f ul  guessi ng as to the par t 

ener get i c f r i ends mi ght oe pl ayi ng on the one hand and 

concer n over the f at e of the hapl ess Amer i cani zed Ni sei or 

r el at i ves on the other was emphasi zed by Mr . Hi ki da on 

November 10. Hi ki da sai d that ne and other egacuees of 

hi s acquai nt ance had ant i c i pat ed t ai s t i p u b l e«1 The f act 

Mr s. Kondo tol d me that i n the begi nni ng of Octobee f,Xrt 

¿ol d her he expect ed t r oubl e» But I do not thi nk he expeu t ed 
i t so so on. 

m mm 
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that the group was so di suni t ed al so pr edi sposed i t to 

t r oubl e i n Hi ki da*s opi ni on. These per sons, thrown together 

| H from al l  the cent er s woul d f eel  i r r esponsi bl e and wu l i  fcave 

no communi ty f eel i ng what ever . The Ki bei were expected to 

make t r oubl e i n any case# / 

Hi ki da* s poi nt that t roubl e of t hi s sar t mi ght not teive 

occur red had the peopl e had t i me to set t l e down and l ean n 

to l ook to st rong and t r ust ed l eader s for gui dance i s i nt er est i ng. 

I am i ncl i ned to doubt i t and w> ul d verymuch appr eci at e X' s 

opi ni on on the- matter . Hi ki da»s guesses as to the causes of 

the t r oubl e ar e i nt er est i ng and pr obabl y are as near coir ec* 

as those of any Gi l an. No doubt he bases 

hi s r «nar ks on cor r espondence whi ch he does not care to 

r eveal  to me k t ot o. 

 ̂ I t i s i nt er est i ng to note that no evacuee te.s cr i  t i di ed 

the r i ot i ng Tute ans i n terms any t̂xo nger than those Hi ki da 

uses: "I t cer t ai nl y wi l l  r ef l ect apon us . 1 I t wi l l  gi ve 

advant age to the ant i - Eapanese pol i t i c i ans i n Cal i f or ni a/ 

An at t i t ude of "Wel l , you can* t bl ame them,«* i s most comma * 

Two of the evacuee doct or s at Gi l a, ooth very Amer i cani zed, 

st at ed that they thought the doctor i n Tub who was assaul t ed 

was a pr et t y r ot t en doctor and i mpl i ed that he got hi s j ust 

deser t s* 

HI KI DA*S STATEMENT OH NOVEMBER 10 ver bat i m 

"I have expect ed t hi s. We of t en sai d befor e segr egat i on 

that anyoody who took an act i ve par t i n communi ty af f ai r s 

(i n Tul e) i s goi ng to have a pr et t y tough t i me. Becauseyo u 

0 have a maj or i t y of the more di ssat i sf i ed gr oup, you have 

The i dea that the TuJ e ans shoul d hesi t at e because of how 
t hei r act i ons wi l l  af f ect the f at e of non- segregees str i fe s 
me as amusi ng. Onl y the Caucasi ans, Hi ki da, a few 
J apanese Chr i st i ans made the statnment to me« 

*m v K M' ¿mm �n a m 
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J  cer t ai n ant agoni st i c f eel i ng toward the Admi ni st r at i on add 
§�' r 

to Caucasi ans and to Amer i cans.** 

Another poi nt -  peopl e vho came from al l  di f f er ent cent er s, 

uni f i cat i on and cooper at i on of these peopl e i s very v er y har d. 

Another poi nt -  you have pore of the Ki bei taki ng a very 

act i ve par t . So j ust exact l y what we thought happened» 

I thi nk most of the peopl e say: »See, t hat ' s happened. 

J ust what we expect ed.« I t cer t ai nl y r ef l ec t s upon us. 

Gi vi ng advant age to ant i - J apanese pol i t i c i ans i n Cal i f or ni a. 

I under st and the mai n cause i s unj ur y of the far mer s 

when the t r uck turned over . One di ed, t hr ee, four ot her s 

were ser i ousl y i nj ur ed. The truck dr i ver happened to be a 

very young boy. The communi ty as a whol e pr ot est ed about 

the negl i gence and al Bo demanded a guar ant ee to pr ot ect tte 

evacuees from a f ur t her r ecur r ence of an i nj ury a£ t hi s 

ki nd. I thi nk «among the demands was a cer &ai n compensat i on 

to the f ami l i es and to the per sons i nj ur ed and these demands 

were not met . And then some peopl e say, i f somethi ng happens 

l i ke that we have no pr ot ect i on her e. Can we take the r £k, 

et c .? 

Another t hi ng, t hi s happened j ust about a month af t er 

segr egat i on. The peopfce were not or gani zed. I f on the 

evacuee si de they had f i ve or si x good fe ader s, even i f they 

got very very mad, they woul dnf t have done t hat . I t happened 

so soon af t er segr egat i on. Ther e was no l eader to take mat t er s 

i nt o hi s hands* 

A beaut i f ul  exampl e of Hi ki da«s homeopathi c approach to t he 
t ruth-  st r engt hened about 1,000 t i nes i t w ul d come cl ose to 
what the evacuees act ual l y thoughts 

I  2 v 
Hi ki da may or may not oe cor r ect . I t i s i nt er t i ng that the 

assaul t on a Caucasi an at Sant a Ani t a to ok pl ace soon af t er 

t he/ openi ng of the Assembl y Col t er , or so I was r ecent l y 

i nfor med by an evacuee* 
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I n Gi l a now af t er a year the peopl e know who the l eaeders 

ar e and i f anyt hi ng happens, these heads can cont r ol  i t * 

l / thi nk the hospi t al  i n Tufe Lake must have been one 

of the st ar t i ng poi nt s of the t r oubl e, accor di ng to the 

1 

ar t i c l es I r ead. The San Fr anci sco Exan i ner m nti  oned that 

the evacuees demanded sever al  t hi ngs, one of whi ch was not 

to have any Caucasi an doct or s and nur ses. So the hospi t al  

i n Tul e Lake must have had a cer t ai n pol i cy whi ch gi ve the 

J apanese a f eel i ng of di ssat i sf ac t i on* 

The J apanese &&&& peopl e i n t hi s count r y have a cer t ai n 

pecul i ar vi ew toward si ck peopl e. Suppose my mother have 

cancer whi ch i s i ncur abl e* An oper at i on is no use* But 

st i l l  the J apanese l i ke to spend two thousand to three 

thousand dol l ar s and t ry to save the per son. So i f any 

si gn of unsympathet i c f eel i ng on par t of tike doct or s and 

nur ses they sure get uad. 

Al so, some personsj fi  have expr essed qrmpafky to me for 

them who went f r om here to TuJ e , to them isho have been her e 

very cooper at i ve and peacef ul  l ovi ng. Of cour se, at the 

same time they say, 'Wel l , i t seems l i te wi th t hi s happcni ngm 

so- and- so must have been par t i c i pat i ng* f " 

The f ol l owi ng i s the onl y l et t er f rom Tul e I bave been 

abl e to get si nce the Bi ot i ng st ar t ed* I t was wr i t t en to a 

Caucasi an and i n my opi ni on i s not near l y so t ypi cal  as the 

l et t er wr i t t en to the Kondos. I t r eenf or ces Hi ki da«s point 

that hard f eel i ng grew up through negl ect i n fc e hospi t al . 

That i £ i s an expr essi on of the mot i vat i ng- spi r i t i n Tul e 

I whol e- hear tedl y doubt si nce i t cones f » n  ̂ a member cf 

the "Ni sei  f r i nge.* , 
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Tui e Lake Centex 
Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 
Novemoer 1943 

¡¡¡¡- JL Dear Fr i ends, 

Thank you ever so much for your i nt er est i ng l et t er s 
and the snapshot s. We were very del i ght ed to hear f rom you. 
A coupl e of days af t er I wrote to you, I found w> Jk at the 
soci al  wel far e depar tment and was busi l y occupi ed. As a 
soci al  worker at $19.00 per month, I had my hands f ul l , 
t aki ng care of speci al  t r ansf er s to other cent er s. 
The exper i ence seemed qui t e val uabl e i n the way of get t i ng 
acquai nted and under st andi ng peopl e from al l  wal ks of l i f e* 

Si nce l ast Fr i day every empl oyee except the mess hal l  ani 
hospi t al  wor ker s i s t empor ar i l y havi ng an enfor ced vacat i on. 
Why? I t ' s a l ong story that r equi r ed pl ent y of expl anat i on. 
Even the mai l  del i ver y and col l ect i on had to be hal t ed. 
Tomorrow morni ng for the f i r st time at 8:15 p. m. mai l  wi l l  
be col l ect ed, accor di ng to the announcement . So, I 'm wr i t i ng 
away (or shoul d I say t ypi ng) i nt o the wee hour s of the it gji  t 
i n an ef f or t to get t hi s l et t er f i ni shed and of f to you 
wi thout fur t her del ay. Sooner or l at er there may be 
censor shi p of the mai l . 

Much has happened si nce the l ast t ime I wrote to ycu � 
For one thi ng we had the t hr i l l  of our l i f e when i t snas ed 
unexpect edl y. St ar t i ng around 9:00 p. m. l ast October 20, the 
f i r st l ovel y snowfal l  of the season covered the coup and the 
sur r oundi ng hi l l s i n a very shor t t i me and cr eated the most 
oeaut i f ul  i mpr essi ve sceneJ  The next aor ni ng snow had not 
yet mel t ed away, & that we had the gr eat pl easur e of sl ushi i g 
through i t end hear i ng i t cr unch under our shoes. As i t was 
our f i r st exper i ence, many of us from Gi l a were hi ghl y 
exc i t ed, but the former r esi dent s of t hi s pl ace mi l dl y 
st at ed, "0, snow!" and di dn' t seem to gi ve i t another thougi t . 

Ever si nce our ar r i val  there has been more conf usi on and 
t rouol e wi t hi n t hi s campl  We are st i l l  dazed and bewi l der ed 
over the r api d successi on of event s that occur r ed: f i r e t ruck 
turned over ; farm t r uck acci dent i n whi ch one worker was f a t &l y 
i nj ur ed and the subsequent quar r el  concer ni ng the pl ace to 
use for hi s f uner al  ser vi ces; del ayed hospi t al  treatm®. t f or 
a two year ol d boy who was scal ded when he f el l  i nt o a bucket 
of hot water and hi s deat h; as wel l  as sever al  other deat hs 
that mi ght possi bl y have been avoi ded; peacef ul  demonst ar t i on 
of 10,000 or more peopl e i n f r ont of the admi ni st r at i on 
bui l di ng to show that they were backi ng up thei r r epresentat&r es 
who were i n confer ence wi t h Messer s. Myer , Best , and other 
Caucasi an st af f members, et c* 

Then unexpect edl y on Thur sday ni ght about 10:30 p. m. we 
were aroused from sound sl eep when we hear d a gr eat commoti on 
j ust out si de our bar r acks. Gazi ng out thewi ndow ai d 
af t er war ds peepi ng through the door s l i t , we wi t nessed the 
r eal  f i r ewor ks as the army r ol l ed i nto act i on: armored tanks 
and j eeps rumol ed by i n hot pur sui t of the peopl e who were 
r unni ng pel l - mel l  i n al l  di r ect i ons for thei r dear l i ves; 
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f l ashl i ght s f l ar ed her e and there intn o- sw.,*  ̂ * 

uar raci cs, and al l  t he l h Ue guns ai d r at t l i ng m chi ne cunsl  

of  "t he H p 8 a n L t
d

l y , H e 6 r d ^ T t l i e ^ U i n g ^ o l L d L f  shout i ng 
ox the M. P . ' s and the pur sued. Our  f i r s t  not i on t hat  the 
army was hayi ng a pr act i ce and t ry- out  was aui ckl v fo L r t  t  
as we r eal i sed f �i i

 J
 qu.i i .Kiy xor got t en 

r eaLl zed the f ul l  s i gni f i cance of  the t er r i f yi ng ev enU. 

By t hi s t ime you must  have hear d ¿ M i  al l  about  our 
di st ur bances over  t he r adi o or  » s j  � r i  

But  much of  th. L . t i r ? ? or  r ead aoout  them i n the newspaper s, 
aut  much oi  the news t hat  has been l et  out  i s more or  i e a , 
exagger at ed and di st or t ed, because the admi ni st r at i on a m the 
army have not  as yet  gi ven the i nsi de st or y of  what  has 

h e r e the past  week « al t  For  

S M f t « * ^ r f d l ° 8 t a t e d t h a t  F r i l a y mor ni ng (Nov? 5 ) « ,  ̂
20,000 di sl oyal  J apanese gat her ed and t r i ed t o a t t k̂ the 
Of "cour sp' h a t  M %F - ' S t ed t 0 As per s e them wi t h t ear  gaa' 
Of  cour se, t hi s news i s onl y par t i al l y t r ue. Yes, about  7- 50 

t L i d ° h i f ' &n d e ! r l y ' 0 1 1 w e w o r k e " s t a r t  ̂ t i  head t L ar d 
the ad. bl dg. i n or der  to r epor t  t o work when the bib rd«. in 
armored t anks and j eeps pl us m chi ne g La s and r i l l « and tl  r  
oombs st opped ever yone of  us as we r eached the r oa? opposi t e 
the pl ace l eadi ng to the ad. bl dg. Wi t hout  any expl anat i on 
what ever , they t hr ew t ear  gas di r ect l y at  usl  K? happened to 
be near  the gas and she cl ai ms i t  smel l ed more f ûl  and 
t er r i ol e than anyt hi ng she's ever  encount er ed? A mi nor  i nci dent  
seems to have cause t hi s out br eak and as f ar  as I  can make 
out  at  t he pr esent  t i me i t  has s ome connect i on m th at t empt s by 
a numoer  of  Caucasi ans to st eal  f ood and suppl i es f r om the 
J apanese war ehouse dur i ng the ni ght . And when tte J apanese 
war dens and watchman t r i ed to p-  event  them f r om doi ng so the 
army i nt er vened and st ar t ed shoot i ng and capt ur ed at  the point  

m , g u n t h e J ' Kuar <i s who were mer el y doi ng t hei r  dut y. Accor di ng 
The THl gan to some peopl e the Caucasi ans want ed to gf t  f ood i n or der  to 
Di spat ch f eed the J . l aoor er s who were hi r ed f rom ot her  pl aces to har vest  
t hat  j ust  t he cent er  cr ops t hat  were spoi l i ng as a r esul t  of  the m 1 
came out  st r i ke. But  al l  i n al l , t her e ar e too many rumors ml  gof s i ps 
conf i r ms f l y i ng ar ound for  pr opaganda pur poses, s> t hat  i t  is ver y 
t hi s as har d to get  t he t r ue f ac t s . One t hi ng i s cer t ai n t hough, and 
the cause. t hat  i s many peopl e got  i nj ur ed md one f at al l y as a cf n êqSence 

or  the ariay I nt er vent i on. 

Thi s morni ng about  60 coal  wor ker s were r ecal l ed to work 
as a t ry- out  to see i f  they coul d be t r ust ed to wr k peacef ul l y. 
The coal  suppl y was gr adual l y di mi ni shi ng especi al l y when 
ever y st ove i s oei ng burned t hese t er r i bl y col d f i o st y mor ni ngs. 

L " ~ ~ 

I  al l owed a capt ai n i n the U. S . ar iayto r ead t hi s l et t er . He 
sai d he had two cr i t i c i sms: n&chi ne guns do not  ratt  l e and 
t ear  gas doe s not  smel l  f oul l y» 

® m i � - m m :  H u h ^ ^ H H 
Ml  
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An announcement has even been made to the e f f ec t t hat i n 

go î t ho u t ̂ oat h« u n L r t r t i n 6 0 0 a l * v e to go wi t nout oat hs unl ess the r esi dent s got busy ai d di d t hei r 

away?° h a U U n g Wh e e l  b a r r o W8 f r o m a P ^ e f o l  di st ance 

o l o c ^a P a ? r e
o u r " ? ° i t  b 6 e n 8 t a r t e d t empor ar i l y wi t hi n the 

Oi oci cs. I n our bl ock there are sever al  c l asses -  dav sch® l  
as wel l  as ni ght school . K. i s i n the second gr ade and she 
i s r eal l y a sad case to begi n vl  t h f or she's f or got t en 

o u r L 1 ^1 1 7 , 6 1 ' 6 ^1 1 1 ^-  I , m l n t h e school ŝecond year 
but heaven knows. X have to r el ear n a l ot of t hi ngs t oo. 

I n between the st udi es I have done some sewi ng and at 
pr esent I am maki ng a bl ue r aysn dr ess. I ' v e d o r es ome 

r eadi ng too and the l at est oest sel l er t hat I l i ked esped al l y 
i s L i ngut ang's "Bet ween Tear s and Laught er -  am 1 st ar t ed on 
»Head Hunt i ng i n the Sol omons-  but di dn- t get to f i ni sh i t 
befor e the t i me expi r ed to r et ur n it to the c i r c u i t i ng 
jL x ox ax y« 

We cer t ai nl y mi ss you and sever al  ot t er s at Gi l a. #### 


