Conference Notes- 11/29/44--1

We I. Thomas on His Study of Jewish Teople

N-I.;
his
How/study of the Jewish started.
In 1918 went to liew York to study immigrants.

There are two types of Jews,

Ashksnadie (80 per cent of the Jews)

safardic (the aristocratic Jews)

It was a critical period in immigration due to
flooda of immigrants, whose assimilation was
con sidered guest ionable,.

Three pe sible groups I could have studied:

l, Ital ians
l2. Poles
Se uveWB

There were more Jews in llew York alone than any
other country in Europe, except Hussia.
1 million in New York.

3 million in United States.
14 million in the world.
7 or 8 million in Russia and Poland.

Immigration was closed except to quota.

Jews are very apportunistie, are exploratory.

Jews in lew York were very green wnen they first
arrived.

Abraham Xahn started a Viddish newspaper.

Ran 15 years until 1906.

Introduced the B
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They are letter acking for information--I call them
trouble letters.
People were encouraged to write about themselves.

The apyroach ol the study

I decided to study them from the standpoint of
"definition of the situation."

You have to make up your mind about a thing before
acting.

15,000 letters have been printed %o date.

I learned to read Yiddksh in about three weeks.

i use the material to anaiyze how the editor in
his answer defines the situation--how he at-
tempts to regulate social life.

Also, what situations arise to be defined.
LXamples

l. vpportunism
request for medical care.

Desire to sell her own hair to send money to
parents,

2. Mobility
Seeking of rel atives is common.

Example of "Stony Heart"
dxsmple of the "All-right-nich"

One who is doing well, but who moves out

of the Jewish ecommunity and m rticipates

little in Jewish community affairs.
Editor can be ¢msidered a secular rabbi.

tives advice.
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Among immigrants usually pay envelope is
handed to the wife. It is hard to make
ends meet.
3. Unsoeial Wish
Jews often desire justification for action.
An "Allrighter" with a blind wife wants to
know whether he should take his wife's
advice and get a divorce,
A boy meets a girl, who becomes siek with
T.B. Wants to marry someone else.
A man falls in love with a friemd's girl.
4. The Generations
Jewish patriarchs follow ritualistic ob-
servances.
In America children have changed. Complete
harmony in the home cannot be expected.

Greatest obstacle--kosher kitchen.

Often children and parents cannot live in the

same house,

The community complains if they live separately.

lixample: Parent not satiffied with Jewishness
of children.

Editor's note: 1In old country the struggle
between old and young went on. But the
parent had the power., Here bitterness
is not necessary. The power is in the

hands of the son.




Conference Notes 11/29/44--4
5. Community Participation
Community concern over members of the community.
They take care of each other to see that
no one starves--mutual aid.
Community pressure.

Over-partic ipation--gossip, meddling.

Jews are not always racing for wealth., Hap-
piness often depends on your claim (ame
bition. ).

"Poison Tongue"

Effective as a means of social comt rol.

Prejudice of Jew against Jew, especiadly
from ditferent countries.

Rumanian Jew considered the lowest.
Example of community sentiment:

Exsmpke Italian boys who ma:ry a Jewish
girl. Often circumcized and given
Jewish teachings.

Editor is strongly against mixed marriages.
Prospect of conflict of two worlds.
Exception is with those who are both
cul tured.

6., Family Life
Kinship mad

Permanent or long-continued anger,
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Yenti A wife who is always scolding.
Karger A miser
sxure A stubborn man who won't ch ange his
mind.
Schleiger One who won't talk.
Kanipal Keeper Hides a small bundle of money.

A jealous person.

Gambler

Men never went through a period of chivalry .
Both men and women tend to be coarse.
lien are often preoccupied with their
work.

7« General LKemarks

The great contrast ::nl the generous indi-
vidual and the "Stony lieart."

Thriving in spite of self-imposed handicaps.
E.g. Succeeding in businese in spite of
Talmudie learning, which is memory work.

Why do people print about people close to
them so harshly?

Indirect communication seems to be

acceptable.

Discussion

F.,ll, conmented that the material that we had dif-

ferred irom those presented by W.I. in that the material
that we had was concerned largely with "historical®

events, such as strikes, whereas W.I.'s material
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po portrayed intimate family life., Frank was concerned

about the part played by the more intimate, and what

we might call the more trivial, aspects of community

life in the major incidents affecting the community.

Frank's question was not answered to his satisfaction.
Comments

The material presented by W.I. today was in many res-
pects different from the work being done in the centers by
the Study workers. The discussion did not bring out all of
the similarities and differences. Two points of difference,
however, were noted. The first was in the way in whicn W.I.
intended to organize the material. His seetion head ings
indicated something of his method of organization. The use
of the concept of "defining the situation" was also brought
out by W.I.

The other point of difference indicated by F.id.'s ques-
ti n was the nature of the material. He said that the mate-
rial that we had was concerned largely with "historieal®
events, such as strikes. He thougnt tunat tuere was a connece
tion between the intimate family life, portrayed by W.Il.'s
material, and these major social trends. JFrank was concerned
with the part played by tne more intimate and what we might
call the more trivial aspects of coammunity life and the major
incidents affecting tue community, Frank's question was
actually not answered to his satisfaction.

I attempted to give my point of view whieh I tuought
answered Frank's question, but did not receive much support.

I made the statement tnat tne family lite of an individuale-
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say a leader or a worker--who participated in an event amight
give itne answer to his question, Dlorethy objected that I
was getting into the field of psyecholegy and individual
motivat ion.

Frank's problem is one of attem;yting to drive the anad
lysis of soecial trends down to the level of the individual,
which he says, is usually not done by historical writers.
This, it seems to me, is where history, anthropology, and
svciology have all tended to be too natrow in its outlook.
They have kemnse tended to explain phenomenz in terms of
events, culture, and institutional behavior paltern, anau
have regerved liitle plece for the individual., The concept
of residents v.s. the administration, for instance, does
not explsin the difference in attitude among both residents
and administrotive etaff members and the ehanges that take
place ip their attitutdes towerd each other. The sum total
of tueir attitude toward each other should be analyzed in
terms of individual attitudes and the interaction of these
inuiviauais.

Deorothy meniicned that no matter what person was placed
in the position oi project direetor the result was generally

about the same so that individual factors could be largely

discounted, ; woula counter with the assertion that the

attitude of one man, especially the project director, can
make a greal deal of difference in the attitude of certain
residents toward him, Best and Robertson are good contrasts.

The attitude of the sterm father strongly affects the per-
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sonality of the chila, ete. The projeet situation imposes
serous limitations on the extent of bemevolence that a diree-
tor oun ghow the residents, but it ecan be gshown thazt he still
hae opportunities to afiect & given situation through his
&bility to comprehend the evacuees, his philesophy of govern-
ment, race prejudice, etc., whien go to make for individual

differences,
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Togo Tanaka on JACL Files and iieport

TT: Ji've listed material I've already scen. Tc be a

basis for a history of the JACL from the beginuninz. The
files here are disorganized, Record of conventions are

availabl e. low important are they?¥

DE: ‘For the organizational picture only.

TT: There are no camplete history of the JACL, accord-
ing to Yatabe and {ido. The only history is by iike idasaoka,
dated April 22, 1944, written at Shelby. Some of the dates
are not all accuraie.

DB: Will you explain the JACL brietly? ’

TT: What I thought JACL was different from what
actually was. WKLido sgys tn§t it was never political,
thou ht it was. Ie says iyéafraternal and education,

RN: But {rom 1929 on they werc involved in city poli-
tics.

TT: But that's their eclaim, At the time of evacuation
they played the role of leader, They went on record in
February, 1942, that they would be in "econstructive coopera-
tion" with DeVWitt's prociamation.

43: Before evacuation JACL was & relative weak organiza-
tion. Alfer evaguation it was the only beody in coffice.

IT: uike liasaoka feels that they were unprem red to
meet the evacuation and that if they had had the emaowment
fund of $100,000 that they had planned, tnings would have
been different., Let me give part of the history that iike

wro te.
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F.¥: Tor what purpose is Togo making the study?

DSy Yor tne camp situation we huve material on the
JACL. We ghould have the history of the organizati cn.
Their part in the relocation program shoula also be inves-
tigated,

$Ts The records are not clear as to the beginning of
the JACL. The first group te organize the JACL met in San

Franeiseo in 1918--az group of five business and professional

people. Their purpcse was to start a uisoussion group of

citigens with no well-defined zims. according to auike, the
average age ol the Wisei was 5-10 years. This group scems
to have died out with accomplishing much.

several vears later the next appearance is x;: Fresnoy
where Thomas T. Yatabe, a dentist,ix became¢ the [ir 8t presi-
dent in 1921 {or 1923). This was planned as a state-wide
organization., It was c¢alled the American Loyalty Leugue.
The story of this is Like the first group, chapter alter
chapter ciosed and only the Fresno chapier remained.

In Seattle the Seattle Progressive Citizens League was
organized by Clarence Arai in 1229,

Fii:s There was alsc an organizationm in 1921 or 23
whieh was organized to help peorle who were hit by the anti-
alien land laws.

T: Vias it close to the Japanese Asscciation?

Fils Yes
IT: I find that the two often cannot be separated.

The 1irst biennal meeting of the Japanese American
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Citizens League was held in Seattle in 1930. Notice that
Japaneseimerigcan isc written as one wofd. Wike writes that
there was no hyphen between Jupanese and American. (Reads
stntement by Uike.) That convention organized the national
JACL. They put the cart before the horse. They set up a
national organization, end them went out and organiz.d the
local chapters.

The purpcee of the organization was @ducational and
fraternsl.

Al: I remeuber tnat I took part in mass meetings to
set up chapters in 1929, The older people had ulierior mo=-
tives in setting up this organization. Llhere were many
laws barring alicns fomm activities, They wanted a strong
orgsnization of citizens zmong the Japanese.

D3: 1t was tied up wita land-ownesrship, too.

TTs A resolution was passed in favor of supporting
the Cablie Act.

RN: Ismn't that tue {irst example of effort to influence
the /‘merican Gaernment. Until then they approacned the
Japanese Government first.

TT: AiLthough this was a natlional JACL, there was no

real coordination between the loe=l chapters, excert that

they had the same objeetives, You get xxxk different names.

After the 1930 convention there were 7 loeanl ehapters.
Blis These sprung up indépendently in each locality
and was supported by the older people.
TT: It was Imxaxxumkex not a movement of citizens,
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but was supported by aliens. The telegrams on the Cable Act
shows the lack of coordination among the various chapters.
The headquarter was in San Francisco or Seattle, but the
reply went through the Los Angeles chapter from Sumi Sugi to
the chap ter head.

DS: Vho is Sumi Sugi.

HB: ©She's a friend of mine. ©She was born in Los Ange-
les. About 38, graduated from UCLA with a teaching certi-
ficate, but could not find a job. The JACL thought that it
was a good idea to send a girl. ©She's a tiny girl, with the
facinl expression of a Japanese doll.

TT: Here's a letter from Suma Sugi to Saburo Kido. X
(Reads letter on the raising of funds to send delegates to
Washington to help on the Cable Bill.) There's indication
of cooperation with the Chinese American Alliance League on
the bill.

RN: The Los Angel ep chapter was run by the Hiewaiian
group. They were instrumental in forming this chapter.

¥ils Their relationship with the Japana-Amrica Society--
in Seattle the Japan Society, the business people who got
together for cultural and social purposes, was invited to

tne conference held in Seattle.

who
Rii: The leaders were largely lspyers xma were interested

in influencing the city judges and officials and worked
hard for their election.
TT: In the 1930's the activities of the JACL in Cali-

fornia was concentrated on the fishing bills.
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Ri: In 1930 Nisei supported a councilman,

TT: 1 asked Saburo Kido for tue minutes of the chapters,
but Kido says that he doesn't imow whether they exist or not.
From 1939«40 I have correspondence with Walter Tsukamoto,
who was lobbyist for the fishing bill, and he was also in-
volved in getting votes,

Ri: Wakayama comesin here, too. This tie-up is very
important.

Kis We're interested in the role that the JACL played
in the whole Japanese society rather than in the history
of the structure.

LS: 1 agree, The structural history is not too im-

portant,
. Fii: Charles Yoshii's name is here,kSmxxkimxsiax He
is the main commentator for Radio Tokyo.
TT: Goro Murata is the editor for the Japan Advertiser,

and he was active in organizing the JACL. I'm interested

in a man like George Nakamoto. Through the Rafu Shimpo he

campaigned seriously to do away with dual eitizenship. lie
and
repatriated, kmx return to Japan. His correspondence states

that he was fighting the Nationality Act which required
Nisei to return to America to retain théir citizenship.
Where does that place him?

EN: It shows that he was an opportunist.

r¥M:; That's right.

Ri: They could avoid going into the Japanese Ammy
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by repatriating.

TT: But he was over weight for the Ammy.

w Wl: Don't xkimgx think that being for America and

defending Japanese interests is good benavior.

D5: They feRl down at the time of evacuation because
they felt that they couldn't defend Japanese interests.

.ney swallowed the American propaganda that they should show
patriotism by evacuating. JACL swallowed it.

?T. I doubt that. The letter that got JACL to acquiesce
stated that they were going to be dumped out in 24 hours if
they didn'toeoperate. Bendettson said that there two plans:
constructive cooperation and being dumped out.

Up to 1941 the history c:n be pretty well compressed--
as an independent organization that played a role in the
comununity which was secondary to the Japanese Chamber of
Commerce and the Japanese Association. It was a loosely
organized league of little clubs.

RN: The main event was the annual dance.

IT: LEven in kMike's report only a few pages are devoted
to the period prior to 1941. After 1941 it increased its
membership and reached its climax in activities.

To what extent did Isseis support the JACL after
They encouraged their joining, and ran to it for

The JACL earned the reputation for being inu

among Isseis, in Brawley, for insta: ce.
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s Prior to the war JACL window-dressed for the pur-
pose of the Isuieis.

IT: Perhaps. You can't keep JACL separate from the
Central Japanese Association and others,

Fii: Japanese attacked Manchuria in 1931. Any results?

TT: It appears in the Pacific @itizenx. The JACL and
individuals identified themselves pretty clearly with the
pro-Japn stand and some remained a little aloof, but(agreed)

with a "bandit-rid China," There's a leaning later in 1937

towards neutrality. In rural Japanese you get this intense

effort to get cumfbrt bagse out.

DS: That's why the Army is so suspicious. We were
told that at the Presidio.

IT: The national organization is only a name and
title and had no control over the local chapters. There ‘&
no agreement on the Pacific issue,

¥us: Do you find that the editor takes a pro-Japan stand
in the Sino-Japan war and still takes a patriotic stamd
towards the United States.

TT: That's the stand of most Nisei.

Eis JACL was the apologist for Japam.

Fi: One other question, do you see any stand taken on

labor issues? James Sakamoto and JACL was constantly Kepub-
lican in stand.

TT: 1In the Los Angeles chapter they have been Hepub-
lican politically and anti-labor.

Fi: I think that's important to bring up. Thev have
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with which

ne tradition/to defend themselves against such a thing as

the evacuation, Their stand is defensive.

DE8: The Jam nese have alway s been very m nservative.

Even now there's hesitation to join the labor unions.

IT: On what the JACL has done Mike ii.'s statement is

the best statement, according to Saburo Kido. (Reads state-
ment. JACL is strietly a service organization.)
DS: lHow wide-spread were the segreg ted schools.
TT: They had it in El Mgnte,
Ki: In Terminal Island it was....accidental.
Was there another place aside from Walnut Grove?
At Newcastle they had segregated classes.
This program sounds like one to be presented.
FM: That's the sort of things that they always talked
about., (Ends list of JACL activities.)
TT: I don't know whether JACL was importznt in smaller
communities in organizing activities.
Rii: It depends on the chapter.
Fii: In small communities the JACL activities were
likely to stand out and Nisei activities mmm were likely
to be centered around JACL activities.
Fii: The Fresno chapter was powerful, I remeuber.
¥Mf: I'm not sure that the Washington Epax chapters

were powerful, but a lot of activities were centered around
the JACL.
fils come chapters centered their activities around

sports and socials and others on political activities.

DS: ©Sports and sociales tended towards segregations,
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didn't they?

Give us a summary of the ger ral activities of the JACL.

IT: The largest amount is on war activities. Joe
Masaoka tells me that Saburo Kido and Mike lMasaoka had a
meeting with DeWitt before evacuation, but I can't find
any record of it anywhkere.

DS: We should get a copy of that report.

RN: Will you read mwmt how he felt on December 77

TT: (reads)

DB8: Mike Masaoka made a terrible impression on those
who were in charge of evacuation because he gave an impression
that he attempted to save his own skin., He did the same thing
at the Tolan Committee Hearing.

TT: (reads about volunteer suicide battalion and family
hostages advacated by JACL.) Mike wasn't probably dl one in
thinking like that.

Fils It's the position of a man placed in a hole and
who finds it necessary to show everything.

I7: (reads avbout farming for the government, )

Ri: Many Isseis thought in that way, too.

TT: (reads) I get the impression that here was an

organization who wanted to be first in everything--even in

cooperating for evaeutation., Desire for recognition is a

pretty strong motivating force. (Reads decision on “"econstruc-
tive cooperation.") We have to remember that for a whole
year the Central Japanese Association has been telling the

permanent
people that as mxmmimemkt residents they would receive
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equal treatment. There seems to have been confusion in the .
minds of the people as to what constructive mooperation
meant., (Reads: Opposition was thought impossible. Com-
promise was thought impractical, "Constructive Cooperation"
was decided upon. HKeasons herein follow. JACL decided to
cooperate under protest.)

BN: I think I would have done the same thing under the
circumstances.

TT: (Reads: fears of race riot.)

D5: I wonder ii he thought of that later.

TT: (Reads: safeguard of property. Aliens must go

matter ol course. Children should volunteer to go along.)

BS There's nothing matter of course about it. .

That's where the young ones alienated the Isseis,

TT: (Reads: Proof of loyalty. To win good will.)
It seems to me that the pro-Japanese-American, the church
people, are helping in 9 ite of the cooperation. There's
no recognition of this cooperation,

DS: The factor of woperation may be important in the
Govermment cirgde. But popularly it froiled.

TT: (Reads: Common sense to get sane and humane treat-
ment, To aveid antagoniem, )

JS: (Gives comparison with the feeling of leaders in

Minidoka who desires to avoid trouble with the administration.)

TT: (Readss Admendment made to reserve eight to .

question the constitutionality oi evacuation., Unanimous

decision to pass the resolution. Zveryone was happy. )
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D8s VWere they really happy?
HE8: 1 think they were,
Fiis There was so much indecid on.
1T; (Many realized that difficulty would be met in

carrying the decision to their constituents. DPeople co-

operated out of their own free will)

DS5: I remember that Mike xEmainxsf remembered the
Hawaiian stories and said that "we aren't like the Hawaiians."
TT: Joe Mavaoka says that even men mk m like Ringle

told ue that the hawaii stories were true.

RN: Did they make any preparation as to how the decision
was to be releyed? It was an important task.

TT. Not at this meeting, but it was to be the work of
the national organization, The individual delegation just
came back and related the message. Nobie Kawai from Pasadena
came back and just gave the message.

HE? That's the feeling that I got, too.

KN: Will you let me comment at this point? The suicide
squad and hostages which you mentioned: You should picture
that the Japanese held the same idea. That they wanted to
participate and compensate. If they were allowed to remain
in California they would have done the same thing all along.
Vhen JACL began to talk about evacuating the aliens alone,
it was the turning point. The "core" was in the saddle at
that time. The moderate and ambivalent group lost influence
and the one on the "red" side emerges.

TT: Could you point the date when the change took place?
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Fil: wWas the matter of alien only being evacuated

talked about?
s It was in Los Angeles.

TM: The idea was discerded immediately in Seattle,

Rli: This leadership changed, and continued to change
in the center,

Fil: That's for Los Angeles,

JS: Can you mention names?

Ri: Fujii, G. Nakamura, Mukaida were in the moderate
group. This leadership was gradually eased out. This change
began somewhat before evacuation and continued in the center.
If ou follow the Isseis at first it's the completely ® opera-
tive group and later it's completely disloyal group.

¥M: Don't you think that it's too clear-cut?

TT: Don't you think that some of the changes teook
place in the people themselves? Men who said that they would
like to become American ¢itizemns are now all out the oprosite
way .

I wonder if I could get some insiruction on how I should

proceed.

L3: Locuments of this sort are important. The variation

in the role of the JACL has to be picked up, not in detail.

Types of surveys that the JACL has made. Tell us a little

more of what you have seen there.
TT: A major bulk of the material is on the correspon-
dence between chapters, mostly of a recent date, They are

usually centered about conventions and couneil meetings.
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Also on the lobbying carrged on by Walter Tsukamoto. Also
on plens to build up the $l00,000 endowment fund. There
isn't much on the finances. some correspondaences were

destroyed.

Us: 1 think most of correspondence between chapter can

be neglected.
Ri: The anti-fishing legislation became a racket for
the asvemblymen.

TT: The Pacific @itizen, I find, is a Very good source.

There's a lot of differenees in the data from various ssurces.
There's also surveys. Libei survey, property evaluation
sUrvVey.

Hi: The JACL delegates met and acquiesced to evacua-
tion., The pattern was carried over into the cenler of not
consulting the older people. Up to evaguation the JACL
leaders consulted with the older leaders. This is one of the
deciaed breakaway irom the previous pattern. In the early
stages in the center of young people getting together to
malie decision,

TT: lLere's a report from the JACL members in lanzanar
to the national organization. *“here's the feeling that they
must divorce their activities from Issei influence.

¥¥: Provinse was very much impressed by the report,
and it influenced the decision that Isseis should not @ rti-
cipate in camp government,

?FPs I felLt that way, but I changed my mind later.

Fli: I was telling James Sazkemoto that you couldn't
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break

ksak away from a thing like that.

iz The various force at work should be brought out
in the report,

wls What would have an American group in Japan had
done, being frantie about justifying themselves.

23: It's hard to make the analogy. The American in
tue Urient is usually only a traveler,

{l: Paul Ruseh was describing his 6 months of interne-

ment in Japan and drew some parghlels with the experience

of the Jiseis,
J3: 1 asked a person who come back on the Gripsholm

about inu, and bhe said that there were plenty of them.
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Toge Tanaka on Pre-kvacuation Peoliticcl liistory

73 1 hed difficulty in organizing my material., Cnapter
I is Hoonomic Life. My source was chiefly the year vook and

directory of the Ral'u ohimpo, 1937-40,

Cobapter II, Poliitiecal Organization. Deseribes efiortis
on the part of economie¢ interests to pretect themselves, es-
pecially in 41 and 42, 1In oraer to understund that picture
I tried to get t..e kind of businesses the Japanese were
engeged in,

I have gdist of organizations which represented certain
kinde of industries, You have farmers' organizations, re-
tail produce organigations, etc.

ugs If Togo's hypothesis is right, pdlitical activity
was due to desire of proteeting economic interest.

RN: Inteesne organization aiong bLusiness linee to pro=-
tect economie interest against the majority group.

L83s The Chinge didn't nave anything like ii, did the,?

{T: Organizational leadership, both ecvmomic and polie

tical, came from the employer clags. Labor union development

was only recent., It was suceessful only in the rroduce
fidld--first in the Xmmxkwgeimx wholesale and then in the
retail. You get exceedingly heavy resistance to lLobor move-
ments. In truck farms you get some racial divigions.
are
Isseis/in control of business. Later there's an effort
on citizens' or:.anization fostered alongside the Issei organi-

zation, The Nisei organizations are based on union workers.

The attempt on the part of the Isseis is to separote the Nisei
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union organization from the parent labor organization.

RN: In many cases their sentiments were not in union
movements, Goon squads and pressure was us.d on employees.
Arrangements were made to return part of the wages to the
employer.

TT: Another factor is the major dependence of the urban
organizations on the rural districts.

Four major political organizations werej

l. Central Japanese Assocdation

2, Japanese Chamber of Commerce

3, Southern California Japanese Association
4. JACL

The Central Japanese Association was made up of 21 smaller
chapters, It was the most powerful organization in the Japa-
nese community.

Rlis Each chapter was assessed so much by the Central
Japanese Assochkation. I won't challemge your statement,
although it's a matter of opinion. I can't say that one

organization had more power than another over the Japanese

canmunity. As I said/ before, I think the newspaper had the

greatest influence.

You might ask whether the Central Japanese Association
was able to estahlish any pelicy over the Japanese community.
Could it force the Japanese people to do anything.

TT: The leaders could through the use of the newspaper,
and Nakamura had real influence over Komai and Fujii.

Rii: It bears out my thesis that the institution is only
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the shadow of individuals. <+he individuals controlled the
organization.,

But 1'd agree that the Central Jaspanese Association is

the strongest organization of all the organizations.

TT: I wonder if we couldn't get Mr., G. Nakamura to write

a history of the Japanese Association.

FM: JACL had more influence over the community thanm the
Japanese Association had before then.

TT: I think some policies could be laid down by the
Japanese Association.

Rii: The Consulate lost control over the Japanese Associa~
tion around 1930. Aiter that the Japanese government had
little formal influence over the Japanese Associations., Up
to 1920 the Japanese Governmment had a lot of control over th e
Japanese Associations.

Fi: In Seattle there was no direet emtrol of the con-
sulate over the Japanese association, but there was indirect
control--they would be glad to do anything suggested by the
consulate.

TT: WNisei position changes arcund 1940. Nakamura stated
time and again that Isseis in S8outhern California were
permanent residents, XXXWEEXEXNE war or no war.

RN: The Fapanese community up to 1935 was under strong
control under the Japanese Govermnment. Because of the hos-
tility towards Japan, there was an effort to divorce themselves
from Japan.

TT: (reads what he has written on economic base of
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political organization (?), relationship between the Japa-
nese Chamber of Commerce and the JACL in 1937-40. Political
organization was centered around the Consul.)

FM: low about the kenjinkaijf which was important?

Kli: Kay Sugahara got meney from the Japanese Gonsulate
during the time of the Manchurihn Incident for making speeches.
FM: lMany of these organizations were essentially social,
ecnomic¢ and political organization than just a political or-
ganization, Like the kenjinkai, it finds itself taking part

in political mx activities. I would question whether the
kenjinkai was formed with a political aim,

Ri: Kenjinkai and Japanese Association are different,

DS: Vase there anything sinister avoutl gettiing money from
the consulate?

RN: But he didn't believe in what he was saying. 25 each
shot isn't bYad.

TT: (reads) All organizations sought iavor from the
Consul. Two events were important--Sino-Japanese War and

the abrogation of the treaty betwesn Japan and America, The

first solidified relations, especially bringing in closer to

the consulate the JACL. Abrogation of the Japan-American
Ireaty in 1940 affected Nisei thinking., It affeect the Issei
thinking xxm only at the top.

Chapter III. Vernacular lNewspaper

F¥: 1Is there anything on the attitude towards the se-
lective service around October, 1940? I was thinking that

compared
the absence of the issue is very interesting/to what
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happened later.

IT: This chapter is devbted too much to the paper with
which I was connected. I think you get a good picture of
the other papers, too.

RN: Rafu Shimpo was popular in the city, and Kashu
Mainichi was popular in the rural areas.

TT: Kashu Mainichi was & one-man journal. (reads) The
newspapers included are Kafu Shimpo, Kashu Mainichi, and
Sengyo Nippo. kach was gpwned and contwolled by Issei. ILach
Was a Japanese language medium with English sections. Io

collaboration existed between the English and Japanese

editorials. The Japanese section usually used the Lomei

news, and English Section INS and other sources., Combined
circulation was 17,000, Income of papers was small. Low
salary paid to the stair,

Issei writers were from all sorts of politicul background,
but the cardinal sin was to be labelled gka. This included
hussian sympathigers, those who favored labor unions, and
wrote Wnfavorably cbout the Japanese militarists.

July 7, 1937, the outbreak of the Sinoc-Japan conflict

s@ems to be an important date. A split developed on the
staff.

Analysis of the Kafu Shimpo Staff,

Suzuki was managing editor., Allowed the kngliish Section
to express the opinion that lliseis owed loyaliy to Americae.

Shimozuma, telegraph editor., ®dited the front page from

the Japanese point of view, Believed firkhly in Japan's point
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ol view. lie beilieved in lisei's devotion to the role of
spokesman for Japan. The Nisei staff came under his influence.

Yoneo sakaif had a leftist view, and was against the Japa-
nese military rule and imperialism in Asia. e upheld
Japan- \ne rican cooperation.

Ju: To what extent did the echange in editorial policy
at the time of the outbreak coineide with publiec opinion.

FN: The change made by Sakai was considered too radieal
by the Issei.

These Japanese people were acting as though they were
loyal, but didn't fecl that way, and didn't want to read what
was written in the Rafu Shimpo.

TT: 450,000 in unpaid subsceription remained. Our big-
gest complaint cume from Doiuchi, the collector, who said
he couldn't collect.

Fi: I'm interested in the development of Japanese nation-

nationalism
albsm. Yanaga stated that the variety of the immigrants! 4
was different fram that of the 1930's. The nationalism of
the immigrants was what they learned before they came.

fV: The pattern was dormant until they met perseai tion.
That'is, they veered away from America.

LS: low can they know of the new naticnalilngtiggg: with
the Swedes, They don't know the new Sweden.

Fil: I think that the kind of nationalism you find would
be diiferent.

JS: H:w about comparing Kibei and Issei?

Rosalie: There is some difference between Kibei and
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Issei, but I haven't analyzed it.

Rii: There's a difference--a difference in degree,

GS: How about the Poles, W,I1.?

WIs Their efforts was to have a body of Poles who had
relations with Pland--the concept of Folonia Amerikana.
When the question of assimilation was very hot in 1918 the
English was for complete assimilation :::i the Polish section
stated that the should be ignored. I think you could
say that among Poles and Iialiang you found the intense
loyalty to the old country.

TT: There were diffevences in the editorial poliey of the

English ana the Japanese sections.

Chepter IV, Soeial Organization

Kenjinkai is taken up here. One of the most important
reasons for perpetuation was marriage.

Junior kenjinkai was the rival of the JACL in Los Angeles,
I didn't find that the m rtid pation was largely cibei.

FM: 1In seattle the large number of the members were
Nisei and not Kibei, It was the result of family acquain-

tance.

IT: Lr. Suski sterted the ideaof the junior kenjinkai.

J5: Was the junior kenjinkai fostered by the Issei?

TT: Yes, it was usually started by the heads of the older
kenjinkai.

I got the imrression that there were two worlds of social
activities--one predominantly Japanese and one /merican--

that they didn't have an opportunity to rub elbows.
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LS: 1 met a couple of YWCA secretaries. They looked so
thoroughly YWCA.

TT: Niseli Saulon was the only non-segregated cliub, along
with Wisei Student Club in the Los Angdles City College. Its
guiding light was lMrs., lelly Oliver.

Fi: I'm interested in the status of these organizations.

Kig It good back to our early st tement that it was for
different section of the population.

1T: I think there was some status attached to belonging
to the university organization.

Fil: In my study I made the statement that class distine-
tion was not clear. I was wondering whether it was a matter
of time,

TT: I remember the Japanese Savings Qlub--young men in
business. uen wanted to get into this exclusive club be-
cause it was good for business. In time that group would come
to mean something.

RN: Opeaking of social eclass, I think we had a vague class
distinetio., and that was whether he had money or not.

Ti¥s Dut Mr. wuto was despised sometximes even though
he had money and even called an eta, even though this was
not true.

JS: Whieh of the soeial worlds had more status.

TT: I don't know how to answer that.

JS: I've always felt that those who were Americanized

were of higher stutus.

IT: Kibei had the edge when it came to getting jobs.
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Fis But not in the soecial world.
Chapter V. Keligious Organizations
Cheapter VI, Gembling

TT: (Explains) The Tokyo Club im Los Angeles was headed

by Yoms todayess
Kii: Many of the businesses were rinancea by tne Tokyo
Club.
T{: The arrival of the Yuge gang spelled the fall of the
Tokyo Club., There wae a raid in 194l.
Wifs You have to mention that the Tokyo Club was iniiuential
the Japenese cammunity, but alse very pro-Japan. Iiou have
bring that out, if you're not airaid ol your neck,
WI: The refliection on the Japanese people because of this

unfair.
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Frank Miyamoto on Tule Lake Report
bocial uistory Section

Fil: How I saw the chronology of events: As a collec-

tive adjustment to bring about social order. I asked: How
did the evacuees come to eclarify the relocstion center
situation. I used W.I.'s general framework pointed out in

the Poligh Peasant.

Tule Lake was a community in flux. It could not be looked
at as an organized thing. The change was one in which people
were attempting to clarify the situation.

There are two views of social change:

l. &nvironment is the chief infiuence in social chuange.

This leaves out the individual as a factor in soecial change.

2. Individual as the source of social change.

idea of
Doth views are difficult to apply to center Life. The/in-

teraction between individual and environment which is human--
collective interaction--was worked out.

My selection of data were:

l. The customary interpretations of people,

2. In reference to particular'eventa,

e.g. forms of

3. The nature of interaction-fcommunication (agitation,
leadership, discussion.)

Three periods;

l. Growing Unrest

2. Rebellion

3. Stability Within Instability.




Conference lotes 12/1/44--2

Cooperation of the Northwest People

KiN: Cooperation is the recognition of the caste line,
¥l The administration was good. JShirrell was good.

The administration was willing to help the evacuees. The

WRA was compared with the Army. There was a block effort

toward cooperation.

Factors for Cooperation

1, kxcellence of the food.
2, Favorable attitude toward the administration.

vacramento Group

When the Sacramento group came in there was a mxxked
change in atmosphere. The cooperative attitude disappeared.

Background of the Sacramento people:
There was congiderable hostility against the JACL, which was
accused of:

l. Lacking courage to oppose evacuation.

2. Bootlicking the Caucasians.

Personal criticism.

4, being uictatorial toward evacuees.

5. Favoritism.

J5: But the same anti-JACL feeling existed in Pugallup.

Fidi: A change occurred. liseis were being needled by
Isseis to protest against Enjustice. The incoming Sacramento
group was agressive. There was no channelizing of the
hostility to the JACL. The Marysville people developed
little anti-JACL feeling, but followed the Sacramento lea-

dership.
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Pinedale wovement
The Pinedale people compkined that they were harpy in

Pinedale and that Tule Lake wagtoo large. By and large,
they were cooperative with the administration.

Imergence of Unrest

l. There was a decline of restraint.
a. LUecline of fear, for one thing because of the
la rge number ol evacuees.
Xx WEA policy and Shirrell's ideaks allowed the
decline of fear.
®., There was a disregard for government property.
¢c. Soeial irresponegibility.
d. Loss of regard fer Caucasians,
2. There appeared a need for action., WRA promises
created false hopes/ and a feeling of insecurity.
Unrest does not result in acticn until the definition of
responsibility is made. The importance of rights and the

desire for equality were stressed. The WRA was considered

to be the responsible agent, There was a delmyed protest,

Af terncon Session

Fi: Process of Communication in the Growth of Unrest

Rebellion begun in the work group. One factor was the
appearance of leaders, whom the crowd followed.

The agitator is distinguished from the leader in that
he questions the existing system publicly. The leader
attempts to make changes within the existing gystem.

R: Lea.ers are those who have a following.
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Flis Accusations of bootlicking werc¢ made, as well as
declaration of rights. The Japanese conception of the use

of force to correct injustice was another factor.

Qutline of the other chapters (See outline)
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Rosalie fiankey on Post-Segregation Tule Lake

EH: I am going to give first my method which I employed.,
A Caucasian hae handicaps which has to be taken into consi-
deration., I want to explain the type of informants which I
have.

HEN: Your advantages are great, too.

RH: Two methods have to be used,

1. Write up the history of attitudes during the period
you were not there. People's minds change, and it is diffi-
cult to trace 1it.

2. Vhile I was living there, it's much easier to keep
tract of what's going on. Iy method of a&dentification helps
me to feel what is going on.

I have very few informahts. I do my contacting by visits,
The chief handicep is being a Caucasian. This is espeecially
true in Tule Lake. At times of tension men spit when I pass
by. They're supposed to despise a Caucasian. There's a fear
of being beaten on the part of the informant if I visit them.
There's a fear of my being a spy and of being seen with me.
There was a tremendous bias and clinging to one side or other--
for or against the Daihyoshakai. OSometimes people willi lie
to me. It's my fault when I ask a direct question. It's

poor technigue.

There's a greater fear on the part of the WRA. There's

a fear of newspaper publicity. iy rapport with the Caucasian

is rare. They are under orders not to give me information.

My own personal bias--I'm an agitator at heart. I may not




Conference Notes 12/2/44--2

do a good job of presenting the side of the meek people.
Being cut off from the Caucasian and getting my social life
with the Japanese, I feel as they do, and I go as biserk as
the people do. A4t the time of the Ukamoto shooting and the
beating of inu, I felt as the people did, At the time of the
hunger strike I felt &8s a Caucasian, and felt responsible for
it.

Informants There are 16 families that I can visit any
time that 1 want. There are 50-100 casual informants. There
are also friends of informants. Sixteen people, however, are
few.

DS: DBut anthropologists usually have only one.

RH: I've tried to get people from various factioms, It's
difficult when they keep splitting up like amoeba. The two
major factions are:

L. Genjo 1ji Sticking with the "bastard-strike" (half-
baked strike). HRefusal to go to work. Keeping certain
essestial functions going.

2. The opposite side is the Genjo Daha. The moderates.

In both groups are ranges from the "red" to the "blue."

The Negotiating Committee is the leaders of the Genjo

iji group. I have two very good informants in this group.
Beli, 2 from Gila gave me the views of a transferee who is
genjo iji. Kondos from Gila are also in this group. I
lost tuem both because of temsion in their blocks. I gained
the confidence of two substitute daihosha members, G.Y.'s

wife changed away from status guo. ZFollowing her change is
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interesting because it happened to many people. I., the
fanatic from Leupp who was placed in the stockade. K.I.,

my secretary, ic a strong daihyosha supporter. K. a strong
supporter. George N, defends the daihyochd. Feels thut the
committee was betrayed.

Conservative Informentg They were diificult to get at

firste I tried and tried until I got some names from J3.

They were mostly lNisei girls., The oclder folks are afraid

teoe talk., They took me in in spite of soecial ostracism be-
cause they are lenely.

seutrals, Wise lieads The best is K., who spies for me.

lHe's about the ablest man in Tule Lake., J,T. & blab-mouth
from Gila. ne was a strong supporter, but changed to the
point of relocating., Iie got points of views for me. CU., a
block mansger, who hates to see trouble of any kind. Sin-
cere wbout wanted to return to Japan.

Present lay Agitatore I contacted them through Robert-

son. Byx being inu for them, I gained their confidence.
They introduced me to T. They will be shown to be honorable
Japanese, and they give that impression themselves, and I

give them that impression,

Adminigtration Poor contacts in the administration.

Robertson is one of the few--he is an honorable man., 7Tea-

chers tell me what is going on. I keep scarce by not eat-
ing in the Ad mess and not going to the administration area.

Technigue of Getting Information

Because of the eourtesy of the Japanese, nobody will
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refuse me. There's a great desire to talk about things that

in
go on/other parts of the camp., They don't object to my

writing things down. They want to give gustification for
having done right. There is exhibitionism. They use me as
a spy. I'm a woman., They came out of the stockade and did
not receive the attention they expected. We're kindred souls.
I show them admiration. They think that I'm a scholar. Iy
German obackground is a still greater advantage. Uy method is
not really soeioclogical. '

EN: One advantage that xmm she has. OShe was a Caucasian
single woman, Tuere's an emotional affection for her.

Attitude of cJeonle Before the Volcanic aruption

Irangterees 7The transferees had a uytopian dream, espe-
cially among leauers. They spoke of an entirely different
camp ol like minds. There would be no dogs; they would be
unified. The breaking of that dream I consider to be an
important facitor. They expressed dissatisfiaction with the
physical facilities, and the watechtower and the barbed wire
fences. They complained of the attitude of the Caucasian
staif. They deplored the terrible housing condition. They
felt that the old Tuleans took aavantage of the housiug situae-
tion. They complained that friends had been separated. The
latrine was dirty. There was unemployment, and the good posi-
tions were held by Tuleans. They complained of Dr., Pedicord's
attitude.

0ld Tuleans They were waiting to see what would happen.
They held the attitude of wanting to avoid trouble. They

resenied the transferee.
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Irangferees v.s, 0ld Tuleans The transierres resent the
Tulean fence-sitters. They revent the "yes-yes" pew le.
They resent the lack of pressuring the administration, This
eplit, however, is net too clearcut.

FU: These people went to Tule Lake with chips on their
siioulders,

Coal Crew ptrike Thne coal crew was told to work fidl time,

and they struck. hey ecume to Y, and T. for aid., The ad=-
ministration was reascrnable and the matter settled.

¥arm Truek Accident Because of the accident Kugiima died.

There was an immediate organization of farm workers to do
something, There existed a desire to make 1t a camp iscue.

The Farm Committee celled on Xai, Takahashi, and Yoshiyama.

Furious speecheg were made. 7The Opposition did not dare raise

his voice. It was decided that ne work would be done until
the issue was settled. Mincrs were not allowed to drive,
Compensation lor the injured was requested.

Laihyoshakai DBlock representatives from each block were
elcected with support from block mansgers. It wae the result
of pressure of the mass. I don not believe in tae claim
of plotting to control the camp., There was reaction to
Best's attitude that no one was going to tell him what to do.
Tnose eiected were men from previous center experience with
aggressive and anti-administration reputation, People as
@ wnole were not in favor of striking until negotiating f{irst.
People were not free to exyress theuselves.

First ueeting of the Daihyshakai 64 representatives,

visitors, workers, and agitators attended the meeting.

Kuratémi was elected chairman. Takahashi came outi thidd,
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Recommendation of the Farm Committee was heard., It was
decided that grievonces would be studied by sub-committees.
A eentral coordinating committee was formed. Ward represen-
tatlves were called upon to sels ¢t committee members. Chaos
and spontenecus force ruled, Level-headed people tried to
keep the agitators down. There was jealousy among the men.

A decision was reached to make the incident a camj-wide 1issue.

idministration Best was advised to be tough. Jo one
appeared to work or to megotiate. Best iecued an ultimsatum.
Kallam met with tohe Farm Committee., It was decided tuat the
negotiation would be turned over to the Megotiating Committee
(Central Coordiuating Committes). Kashima died. A4 public
funeral was reguested by the ¥Farm Group. Best}ggied to send
an official representative to the funeral, Best decided to
be stern. Takahesni's group visited Dest, DBest su:gested
that he might be able to lend the auditorium. But Best was
advised to be stern, Takahashi's request was spurned, which
angered him. hLe decided to hold a public funeral, anywsy .

JS: How strong was the orgsnization of the strong-arm
group?

kg I don't think that the men were organized,

KH: The people were affected bty the funeral. The people
began to get guts, We have the beginning of the struggle
of power--on the part of Takahashi, Tekaheshi called a

meeting of the Planning Board. There wae little response.

he called a2 second meeting, and old Tuleans and substitutes

appeared. They voted to dissolve the Planning Board.
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Best's Statement On October 22 Best requested a represen-

tative body. Kuratomi claimed that he represented the resi-
dents, and claimed "oificial recmgnition?! from the administra-
tion. On October 26 the segotiating Committee met with Best,
Best refused to "recognize" the committee as representatimegs
of the people. Kuratomi's demands included:

Segregation of the small group of disloyal.

A public funeral.

Care in hiring of drivers.

Abolishing of flag saluting.

Suggestion on center orgunization.

Improvement oi food.

Other improvements such as porches, latrine improvement,

better mail delivery.

kore employment.

While there was a general agreement on the part of most
people to the above demands, there were some differences

of opinion. The people may not have been in favor of the
reduction in the number of acreage planted. The suggestion
for a cammunity government might have Xhk® been the idea of
the leaders themseles.

After the meeting Best left the project. The farmers
were terminated. YXvacuees from other centers csme in to
worke.

Ri: They were breaking the strike.

Fii: Betrayal of fellow Japanese would affect the com-

munity more.




Conference Notes 12/2/44--8

RN: Leaders could impose their point of view,

RH: Food was taken out of the project warehouse. This
aroused resentment on the part of the residents.

October 28 Daihyoshakai Meeting liyer arrived on the pro-

ject, Best refused to let the Ddhyoshakai meet Myer. The
¥arm Group was allowed a meeting. The Committee decided to
hold a demonstration to force recognition. Crowd surrounded
the Ad Area. Pressure boys formed a cordon aroind the crowd.
Myer decided to see the Commiitee. Pedicord was beaten up.
At the meeting with lyer and Best the Negotiating Com-
mittee asked for resegregation. They asked for a reconsi-
deration of the temmination of farm workers. They complained
that they were not recognized as representatives of the resi-
dents. They brought up the matter of food being taken from

the warehouse. Best at this time did not promise that Ifood

would not be taken out. They requested the temmination of

the Caucasian hospital staff., The Food Heport was presented,
They asked for an improvement in the latrine and the building
of uniform porches, and the distribution of buckets and
brooms.

The Negotiating Committee received support from the people.
Anyone who stands up to the administration an gets away with
something is popular. HRemember the emotional tension.

FM: Would a person with poor reputation get the same
support?

RN: Certainly, under the emotional temsion.

RH: The administration felt that the liegotiating Committee
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was not supported by the people. The use of threat was not
the threat of a small group but of the fear of the majority.

Ri: Once the pathological temsion is removed, you can't
get it back.

RH: &%t The staff asked for military protection. It ac-
cused Myer of compromising with the residents.

Wovember 4 Incident On November 2 there was a meeting
“with the Spanish Consul, in which he asked for the suppres-
sion of violence. On lovember 3 Dr. Oplcr advised the ad-
ministration that there would be no further trouble. On
liovember 4 Best agreed to teminate the Caucasian doctors in
the hospital. The kc.gotiating Committee planned for the
selection of project representatives. Report came in that
food was being taken out of the warehouse. A fight ensued,
and became kb rger. ©Sehmidt called in the Ammy. osSoldiers
who came in werelysierical and glad to get back at tue Japs.
ihe Internal Security beat up some of the boys. This bru-
tality seemed to be a reaction to a state of fear.

Workers going to the Ad Area in the morning were surprised
by tear bombs being thrown at them by soldiers. liany did
not know thut the Army had ecome in. A stockade was built,

and aduitional fences were put up. lkany said that the Ammy

was beilter than the WHA. OSome leaders thought that the peo-

ple could not be scared. OSolidarity was increased by news
ol the beatings and the lea.ers being picked up. TVork was
discontinued. There was suffering because of the lack of

coal. The Negotiating Committee asked the coal crew to go
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back to work.

On Wovember 9 Peck was dismissed. The Cpanish Consul
arrived. The disedlssion centered around the international
complication, The administration claimed that the hegotiating
Committee started trouble to start an international ineident.
The megotiating Committee was repulsed as people's represen-
tatives. The Ammy planned a meetinz with the residents, but

no one showed up., The legotiating Committee was arrested.

End of cection I

Deadlock From here on it was disintegration. The only
hope of the hegotiating Committee was in the Spanish Consul
and the Japanese Government. This was before Sdpan. The
colonists went into a deadlock. No further work was to be
done until the men were released from the stockade. This
attitude mmks was upheld for a whole year., This is the

attitude of giri.

Un lovember 13 curfew went into efiect. The food was

very poor. There was no entertainment. The hardest to

bear was the lack of employment.

On November 14 the Second Negotiating Committee issued
a radical proclamation, advocating the release of those
picked up, and of people going on a mass hunger strike
until they achieved their aim. The people reacted to this
badly.

Riis People were afraid.

in: This was countered by amnother part of the Daihyosha

kai (Ward VII)--the Coordinating Committee (substitute
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for the legotiating Committee.)

The WRA wase in a hole., It did not want to turn the center
over to the Amy. The WRA effort was to get a
representative group to get the Amy out.

On November 26 a campwide search was held, essentially to
look for Kuratomi and Kai. They f inally gave themseives up
to the FBI.

Ki: They did not want to inconvenience the people, and
they feared being turned in.

iH: OThe stand of Kai and Kuratomi was that a petition
should be circulated and signed by the people. The matter
was referred to the people. The result was that they desired
to stick to the status quo.

DS: Wasn't there any suggestion for the people who worked
to share their pgy?

Ri: I haven't heard of any.

They expected help from the Japanese Government, Pres-
g.re wae brought to bear on the Co-op not to sell luxuries.
The Co-op referred the matter to the people, and won out

on the issue.

The Spanish Consul arrived and advised the Daihysha to

resign.

The Army treated the men in the stockade badly, and the
men went on a hunger strike on December 3l. IHowever, they
did not all stick to the strike. On January 2 the FBI came
in to investigate the situation. On January 6 the Ammy

convinped the men to go off the hunger strike.
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Rise of the inti-Daihyosha People
The WRA attempted strongly to get a representative of the

people. The Administrative Advisory Council met with the
extremely cooperative leaders, They included many older
Tul eanse-vested interests, They desired to make the best
of the situation.

Rii: They were collaborators,

J8s Akitsuki was considered an agitator befa e.

RH: It was a mixed group. The important thing is that
the people were against them, It was the suift from the ex-
treme to tlhe exireme,

Kis Anong them you find men who lost their position,

and were frustrated, They emerge as collaborators.

There was a meeting oh Divisional lien with Best. Return

to work was suggested. They decided upon a referendum.
Those in favor of returning to work won ocut by a dight mar-
gin., The economie¢ situation was given as the reason for
returning to work, not the love of the WRA. The Army and
the WRA recognized the Coordinating Committee as (he official
representatives of the residents. They asked those interned
in the stockade to support them.

J3: With the Negotiating Committee which comes first,
the fimm stand or the welfare of the people?

RH: They say they're for the people, but they say that
they'll fight on even il the peorle complain.

The administration and the Coordinating Committee seem

to0 have distrusted each other.
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Beginning in Under Cover Pressure XXxEy

The group was centered & around the liatsudas. They were
supporters of Kai and Kuratomi. They contacted Lobertson.

A split existed between Robertson and Best.

In February the antagonism toward the Coordinating Com-

mittee was not too great. In lMarch this feeling was great.
The Coordinating Committee was frustrated in their attempt
to get results which would enhance their position.

Fli: Wouldn't the community want to control this commit-

Ri: The people wondered how they got into office. They
didn't want to do amything about it because of fear.

Fi: How can you get fielders to join the staff.

Ri: A lot of people can't deflne themkx situation aecording
to the mores.

¥u: To certain section of the community the Coordinating
Coomittee wasn't so bads Did these fielders have protection?

RH: Yes, of secrecy.

Argument Miyamoto and Sakoda maintained that the exis-
tence of the fielders was indication that there was more than
mere personal support for members of the Coordinating Com-
mittee. Hankey presented the view that this support from
fielders was, she thought, personal in nature. Nishimoto
declared that there was no great support for the committee.
Sakoda pointed out that Hankey had gotten her data from
Tuleans only recently and might be biased. ©She agreed to

congider rewriting this section.
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Rius The pressure group was effective.

Fi: But the other group was effective, too. You can't
understand the fielders if they don't have some support.

HN: Would they have honorable intentions.

DS: I don't think that the job was called spying.

FlM: HRerorting to a Japanese is a dangerous thing.

RH: I look on these young men as boys who had the same
outlook as Akitsuki.

DS:  Rosalie should consider the point of view of the
other side. Let's go on.

RH: The Coordinating Committee attempted to get release
of internees, and more employment opportunities. They were

in great fear. There was conflict within the block. On

February 15 they handed in their resignation. The under-

cover group--"peach bunch"--proposed the dissolution of the
Coordinating Committee. There were two distinct pressure
groups involved. The Coordinating Commictee recented this.
The administration did not aecept the resignation.

Takahashi was accused of "telling all? on the *aihyosha.
On February he took the position of advisor to the Coordi-
nating Committee. The Committee made further attempts to
get release for internees. The administration set up a com-
mittee to consider peleases. On March 9 1l men were released,
but the Committee was not allowed to announce this.

lanzanar Group The Manzanar group came in late in larch

and April. Potent agitators were in the group. They tied

in with the undercover pressure group. There was a struggle
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to gain the support of the Manzanar group. They held them-
selves aleof.

Kis The Manzenar and Poston geople are cooperative be-
cause they went through a riot.

IiH: Tule Lake people resented the lanzanaxr people be-
cause of special treatment. Iianganar people are now falrly
liked except W. and his group., But sometimes they are dis-
liked for being pugnacious. They are considered good citi-
zZens.

The release ol the internees did not help the Coordinating
Committee. Talk of inu increased.

DS: DLoesn't the Community Analyst's report have effect
in Vashingtong

Kis oOpicer sits in on inner conf erences.

LB: We've gotten th@hpattern. You've got to skip the
details.

Ris It's about the éame up to the Ckamoto murder.

RhHs I'll continue o#ally.

A petition was circqiated for resegregation. This was for
the resegregution of’pipplo who wanted to return to Japan
immediately. Iany‘peophe resented this. The Coordinating
Committee resigned, Tﬁérhsegregation.group lost support of
the people. The oamp §ecame strangely quiet. Best made a
Tew concessions. The administration came ocut with a request
for a repreaentatigﬁrbéhy. The people were apathetic. Block

meelings were held on Majhgz to elect representatives, but

very few came to the mee?*ﬂ’n. The camp was charged with glee.
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There was a growth in self-respect. The reasons for the

failure of the election were:

l. Fear of taking the job.

2. Giri to the stockade men.

3« To slap the administration in the facd seems to me
to be the strongest reason.

Only May 24 Okamoto was shot. OSomething changed in camp.
There was a tenseness in the air, which I cannot identify
myself because I was a savage., ©So were the people.

Hi: It was resentment tow.rd the people because of the
failure xgaimxX of the administration.

RH: In June the wildest stories of inu were circulated.
There was reeentment against the co-op. A blacklist was
discussed, and it inecluded such men as Yamatani, Tateishi,
Akitsuki, Tahahashi. The common people were not afraid.

Ky DBut they were afraid of being called inu. 7

Rils DPeople gained satisfaction from beatings. This long
tension was never released, but it became worse than before.
The pressure group "dished out" the inu story and helped to
increase lhe tension., On June 12 Hitomi's brother was beaten.
Ihe reason was favoritism, On June 13 lLiorimoto was beaten.
The reason was that he was an inu of lomg standing. Hore
stories against the inu were circulated. The domestic ser-
vice issue came. There was a hammer attack by a disranged
individual. 15 men were sent to Santa Fe. Komia, Iakahashi's
secretary, was included when Takahashi wasn't. The pressure

warned Robertsom of terrible things to happen. Another man
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was beaten,

gn July 2 Hobertson im was told by the prescure group
that this would lead to murder. Then Hitomi was murdered.

Takahashi was beaten up. There were stautements of rejoicing.

The inu were sent to the Ad Area for protection, They re-

turned after the tension was lLifted. Yamatani, Tateishd,
and Shimokon left Tuke Lake, After this murder I could not
make the gooda contacte 1 made before.

The stockage people had a hunger strike from July 19 to
26 end August 2 to L2, They appealed to the Americun Civil
Liberties Union., Befare & suit could be brought up, the
internees were released,

The End
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Chicago Material
7.30 p.m.

D3¢ I want to present mxthk what I have gotien in. Charlie's
case history number over 50, Charlie extended the range of
hiaISumpling. e made an efiort to approach indivisuals
who do not think like him. Charlie is completely cut off
‘from Issel interview unless they're wunglish-speaxing persons,
He 1o getting a number of Kibei., le has built up this series
of whieh he is proud.

Charlie has also mxm kept a diary of events that he has
come acrvss, Instances of discrimination, political activi-
ties, activity of segregated groups/ are included. He has
sacrifieed himself for the sake of the study. He does not
like to be with wisei, but has been foreced to ve with them
all the time,

About March ol last year we did something for the WRA.
This was to prepare & rather general report on the resettlers'
adjustment in Chicago. IThis was done by Frank., It's an
exiremely well-organized report,

¥is This is a joint project with Togo.

Los  (Heads the Table of Content.) Sinee this was done
at the request ol the WRA only the most general source of
our own material was used., But it's an excellent frame
work in which to place the rest of our data.

Fil: Ve didn't attenpt to make it thorough.

Lo:  Opicer didn't get it, but it went into the hands of

the Relocation Planning Livision,
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Togo wrote an additional section on adjustment problems,
based on interviews, Togo will describe the type ol muterial
that he has. They are, of course, selected, and cover some
3500 cases. Togo has in additicn writien some specizl report
for his own organization and has elaborated some for us.

Tom was particularly interested in knvestigating the
occupational adjustment and the extreme alleged mobhility of
the Nisei, le had interviews, btut was stopped by the Army.
The only time we have been hampered was on the outside. Ie
had a number of firms, but it was a limited range.

Ji: 1e it true that the Wisei changed their jobs oIten,

DS:s It is true, But there is no control group with which
to campare. Americans now on the Wwole are guiie mobile,

A youngman who I haven't met is working om his master's
thesis and is following up om the occupational study. Tom
haa an elaborate pian to study groups, formai and iniformal,
The greup RE=x that he was able to follow up was tLue Suddhist,
of which he has written an excellent report. Tom participated
has a sort of go-between in this attempt tc set up a church.
It's & very camplete and good report of that particular
development., The rest oi his plans more or less was Left up
in the air.

Frank w:.ll tell you what he has been doing. uiostly he
has been working om the Tule Lake report, He had the diffi-
culty of the administration of the vhicago report. Iie has
been collecting the data for the whole resettling group in

Louise
Chicago. Xawie has been working onm it under Frank's direction.
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I'11 turn the meeting over to Frank and Togo.

Fi: In our Chicago files our work has been an (incidental)

one. We didn't have any idea what was going to come out.
We started out by making a series of outlines (laughter).
About half were discarded. Wwe were 1ntqrestad in

1. Case histories (Charlie concentrated on it.)

2. Group studies (Tom concentrated on thaty.

3, I worked on both and on this thing.

We felLt that it was necessary to get some data on the
people out there. We didn't know where they lived and other
things definite about them. Tom was interested in making a
residential study, which we thought was basiec. We wanted to
get an employment history of the people in Chicago, and also
other data like sex and age. (Passes around card.)

We started with the “hicago intake file of the WRA, on
which mout of the data here was there, but was really in-
complete. Lot all the people going to Chicago go to the WRA
office. There's an addit.onal problem that many go else-
where. S0 there were difficulties about this set of cards.
There are about 8000 cards. liany of them are people who
pass through. At the time we started this the number of cards
was about half as at present. Ve went through them rapidly.

They also have a file with individual folders. I had no
intention that anyone should go through them to get additiomal
informat ion, but Lousie's sister started in on them when I
instructed her to get the departure notices. You get infor-

mation which is missing on the cards. You get more complete
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data. Louise is going to finish this up. I think we shall
have that completed wmon.

The additional work that we thought of doing was to go
through the Friends' Service file and going through the
Brethren file, but I don't know whether it will be worth
the trouble.

DC: I don't think so. You departure advices will give
certain information on all evacuees.

Fii: We'd like to take a sampling of our card (10 or 15
per cent) and to send out a printed gquestionnaire, and then
enclose a return envelope lor all persoms, and then by per-
sonal interviews to check on all those who fail to answer.
This task might involve some worke.- Zome bit of foot work,
anyway. 'eople are usually at work during the day time and
much of the work would have to be dme at night. I.'s the
best way to check the total univercke of cards.

Do What you want is the residential and the Pecupational.

FM: It has been important to get our addresses as accue-
rate as possible. Once we have the data we have some basic

informati on about the resettlers. We really don't know

auything accurate about them., e don't know the composition

of the popul ation, either.

DS: Uy idea is to work out their distribution and
concentration and work out simple anmlyses. It's simple
but essential. The WRA should have done it.

TT: I wonder whether it's possible to anticipate where

the residents have moved.
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D3: I don't think you can anticipate, neither can you
anticipate the resistance you'll get.

TT: The United liinistry sent out 400 questionnaire and
received only 12 back in the first 10 days, The Lower
dorth Zide was found to be the region of extreme mobility.

D3: Wasn't the questionnaire complicated?

TT: Yes.

Discussion of the Lower lorth Side.

Fli: There's another use for these cards--to check
Charlie's eamples.

EN: Charlie has about the widezt range of lLiisei as pos-
sible.

DS: It will be the conventional type of thing, but neces-
sary.

Fids I con't know what Domthy expects in the way of a re-
port. The outline that we have here--we have onsiderable
informaticn to add.

L8: The stwucture of the report is excellent. liow bring

in all your data for the purpose of the study. Charlie's

material will be important. The Friends' file may be help-

ful.

WI: I was very much impressed by Frank and Togo's report.
All you have to do is to fill the thing out.

DS: You have wonderful structuralization. What I would
like as a practical procedure is this., You and Charlie and
Togo collaborate. Charlie must be gotten off of this goal

of 100 cases.
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WI: @ive him 57 as a goal (laughter).

L5: His terrible fear before he got his/cases was awful,
His bundred cases was set up hx as the next goal, “harlie
must pull from his diary material to put in the report. Togo
does the same thing. TFrank does the super-organizational
Job there and the editing. 8o that you can prepare the way
with Charlie--I1'1l write to him, too.

Fils I'd like to have you show the statistical fallacy of
inereasing the number of cases.

LS5: A 100 cases still will not be a sufficient sample.
1've never seen people using case history material who has
been able to get a good sample. Charlie feels that he must
get a 100 cases or that all the money that he has gotten will
be wasted. Certainly as other cases turn up he'll have to get
them. F¥For his own benefit he'll have to analyze some of the
cases that he has gotten. le has the zoot-suilt, the quiet

girls who will talk only Charlie, the house-wives, ete.

We don't have any publishing scheme. Suppose I publish

a series of Charlie's case history. You might select about
5 and make an analysis. He's got to get ecredit for it. For
his future career there's mme importance to him. He may
say that he doesn't want any eredit. He's terrified about
analyzing a case history. Have him throw light on these
points by using his case histories.

Fil: In this outline Chapter II, Japanese in Pre-Evacua-
tion Chicago...

US: Leave Chapter Une to me. Chapter II, we have a
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little data on that. Charlie has one cace history of an

old resident, If he were approeched with questions, he might

be able to give some more infbnmation.

IT: I understand that there were two factions and Tashiro
was the head of one of them.

L3: I think the agencies have been increcased. Stieck to
an analyeis of the important ome., List the others.

Fii: Chepter V. Problems of adjusiment of resettlers., A
great deal is found in Charlie's diary. He's used the same
headings as ourselves, Iz there anything else that might be
used,

DS: GSensitivity to Caucasian sttitude is important.

RN: Where ic the reacreational problems.

Y5:  sxpend the section’ on loneliness, If Jimmy and wJiek
could contribute samething from the other end,

Ri: The only two thinge we hear are nostalgia and
housing., The parents are worried about the morals of their
daughters,

Fii: Nisei gatherings have increased, and it's getting to
be like Littke Tokyo before the war. The general patternx
of events is very clear.

Ri: That's identification with your own group, isn't it?

FlMi: There are any number of unorganized informal group.
Resettler Collective snterprise--meaning businesses. There
are inereasing nuubers, There are about 40 boarding and roome
ing houses,

HN: Don't you think we ought to get the case history of
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Tom kLasudas I1'd like to lave him to get the case history of
Mieki hayano,

How about the Takahashis?

They're in JACL.

4he Chicago Little Tokyo is not the Little lokyo of
pre-evacuation, There's more mixing in with the majority
group. The tendency towards &dentification with your own
group is still there., But the group who migrated were al-
recay assimilated,

I think we can drop the compariskom with pre-evacuation
Japanese community.

TYs I wonder whether there was any use in getting the
changing relation between agencies because you get the atti-
tude of resettlers. First it was a series of non-cooperative
attitude among agencies. It's an attitude of withdrawal of
private agencies. You get WRA sponsorship of evacuee groups.

J83 (Questions)

TT: The history of private agencies starts with the atti-
tude that there should be no segregated groups. The WRA
went along for a while, but some people in the WRA really
didn't belbve in it. A year later as you get d anges in
WhA, there is a stand taken by WRA that this is an impossible
position, Therefore, the church agencies can get out of

Chicago. I think that's the situation now. Then go into th e

hinterlands. Some of the agencies, like the American Friendd

Service Comnittee, felt that that was a good idea since ithx

Job was to do what the WRA won't do.
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Rii: I think the durch people has a lot to do,

TT: VWhat the private agencies in Chicago have been doing
in Chicago in the last two months: The Friends have gotten
out ¢f job plaucement. The Friends and the Brethrens have de-
cided to go into the Lower North £ide., +here's been a lot
of iisei prostitutes arrested. Jason Lee's gambling enter-
prise (is directed toward evacuees). There is a heavy in-
vestment m£ by lssei along 1600 Clark to 1400 Cia rk wuere it
was known to be habited by drunks and prostitutes.

¥or my benefit, 1 think, they say that note-taking is not
necessary because they are not making a =moiological study.

The interview cards (about 3000 cards) have nothing xm

not covered by Charlies' cases, except that they cover a

greater range.

Wi: Are they trying to ciean up the whole district,
or just the Japanese?

TT: Just the resettlers. Prinecipally to move them out
of that area. An effort has been made to get famil ies
beiter hoaming.

There's a friction between the Italians and the Negroes,
When resettlers come it creates new problems. The rumorz is
that six Japanese men and ¢ women have married Negroes.

The attitude of the pdice is:

The old ones are all right. They cleaned out the place.

The young ones are no good. They've got into trouble.

we

D3: Whnat/have is the disintegration of the second gene-

ration. It's the same with every immigrant group.
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Wl: If a immigrant group can keep its customs for a
certain amount of time, it can become stabilized. The Foles
gshow a lack of continuity of mores. I'm not alarmed by this
except that it would be a very beneficial invasion of the
Lower lorth Side,

Ki: Tom Masuda said that the Isseis should come out be-
cause the influence of the Issei is needed.

Tr's We have some activities of the durech organizations
and the fomation of Nisei groups under the churches.

¥li: The change of policies of agencies is interesting.
¥or instance, Sweltzer's idea of getting people out into the
small towns.

TT;: On that there might not have been agreement among
the others.

Fll: For instance, Jacoby's trying to get people into
clubs and organization.

Wl: Aren't these reports of disorgu.ization exaggerated?

?T: I think so, except when I read Charlie's cases of
the zoot-suiters.

Wl: If you read the report of the Chicago Crime Commis-
sion you'd think that everybody in Chicage was a criminal.

RH: The same is true of the police record of the gangs.

in Tyle Lake
I hear there are only two gangs/and cnly one is bad and it

has only 30 members.

I think most of them are being only slightly immoral.
1 think exhibitionism is a good wonﬁ{ for it.

Parente are concerned about their children and give
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that as a reason when they come out.
FM: <‘here are psychopathicsin Chicago. llaybe we should

get some records of them,

WI: 1t will be very interesting to get a comparison

between Chicago and in Los Angeles, vhere they had erimimal
records before. It existed before evacuation.

Fils With many of these people the breakdown cowes
with extreme sensitivity to Caucasians.

TT:s There are about 20 @ nfined in the Ligin State nos-
pital.

The knd
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Richard Nishimoto on the Political Organization

of Poston

Ri¥: T went to give the political orgniazation of Poston
from May, 1942 to November, 1944, This will enable you to
understand my journal. This was supposed to be done last
year, but was not done because of human elements.

In April, 1942 Solon Kimball came when the barracks were
8till Dbeing built and only one bleck was completed., This
diagram shows his ideal political structure. Kimball was
an idealist, disturbed about evacuation. He noticed this
80-Called "erosion of loyalty." He was a "flag-waving
type" in the beginning. As he came in to Poston, this is
the structure that he conceptualized.

Unit Administrator

Executive gaaistant to
Unit Administrator

Chairman of Supervisor of
Local Counecil Block lianagers

56 Local kExecutive Committee
Counec ilmen of Block Managers

36 Elock Wanagers

36 Block Councils

Residents
At the earliest stage we had a mXecuiive-Assistant, but he
left eafiy. Unit administrators were the head of the evacuee
hierarchy. They hter occupied the positions of the Assistant
Project Directors. We have two sets of relationships,
l. Operational hierarchy

2. Governmental hierarchy (above)




Confeepence Notes 12/4/44--2

This set-up never came into actual realization until Julye-
Wovember, 1943. Kimball said that the line of authority in
the operational hierarchy was from the topx down. Grie-
vances of the workers would be thkken up by the local Council,
We don't have a direct contact with the Caucasian hierarchy.

We had high quality officials.

As Kimball realized tne structure (he didn't have the
executive committee of the block managers), from the resi-
dents the complaints went up through the Council. The autho-
rity coming down through the block managers. But it never
worked in that way.

Why didn't it happen in that way? Kimball scrppped the
idea of appointing block mansgers. ~bout the first part of
May, 1942, before any evacuee arrived in Poston, the only
center existing at that time Manmgzanar. A group of Caucasian
employees, including Galvin (deputy p.d.) and division heads
went to Los Angeles to procure some material. They decided
to stop at Manzanar, They noticed that there each block had
a block leader and acted 28 information dispenser and doing
all kind of menial work in each block, aciing as an agent of
the administration. The men were interecsted in this sys-
tem because it seemed to be working. They asked for the
origin of the system. Xach block presented three condi-
dates for block leader, There were submitted to the adminis-

tration and picked one of the three and appointed him as

block leader, In Manzanar that was called block leader, but

Galvin liked the idea. He talked it over with Kimball, who
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liked it. That was the beginning of the block manager syse
tem, The first projeet director, it can be said, originated
thies system--by accident. Onx May 13-14 volunteers came in.
Xnximxx In order to understand our contribution to the Study
from Poston, the nature of the volunteerx group must be ex-
plained.

A8 you remember muny Japanese were out of jobs before
evacuation was aunounced. They went to the cifices of
unemployment insurance under federal security and applied
for unemployment compensation., The federal securitly agency
allowed the m yment of cuampensation to the applicants., OSome
time in lMarch the workers in these unemployment insurance
offices began to say that job was available in Parker Dam,
Some people who were told refused to go and some were willing.
Those who refused to go were denied the payment ofx un-
employment insurance. The sume line of approach was employed
in Imperial Valley, Bakersfield, ete, I don't have to ex-
plain what kind of peple xR became the volunteers for tne
Parker vam Assembly Center, They were adventurers--people
who lost their jobs., They occupied Blocks 6 =nd 11l.

This must be explained to explain the early troubles,
They came into Block 6 and 1l. They never played a leader-

ship role in the Japanese community before. They included

store clerks, wholesale market owners, merchants, swampers,

farmers who were clesned out., They went into the key posi-
tions--foremen, assietant to section and diviseion heads,

positions in which they gave orders to Japanese. They were
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officious, arrogant. They were given key position because
they worked hard before the others came,

Tomo 1Ito, one of the advance mxE volunteers, attended
otanford in the fall of 1926, His father had a grocery store.
He worked through school and lived with Caucasians. le
took up geology. wouring the four years he worked in a Caue
sasian family in Palo Alto. We had a Japanese organization

on the campus, but he lived apart from the Japanese element

as mucu aw posmible. lie was employed by a Caucasian firm

alfter graduation, He lived apart from the Japanese commu-
nity. Just because he had been employed by a Caucasian firm--
wiiich was unusual--he was cocky. He thought that he was
better tunan any other "Jap." He said that to me, lie wanted
to recruit a gang of laborers to clean up the fire breaks,
which were rilled with ru bish. Iie wanted a foreman. He
was surprised to mee me in Poston. He asked me: "You'll
be loyal to the United States. How about helping the war
elfort?" I want t¢ chow how inconsistent with the sentiment
of the people he was, Le ceme with the volunteer group. He
lost his job early. He wanted to cooperate with the WiKA.
Kimball liked Ito because he was working hard, He had
a good background, ke had an AB degree, and a good employ-
ment history. Kiwball said that he regretted to admit that
he liked Ito because he spoke his language. Ie was atypical
as a Japanese. lie was made supervisor of block managers,
As people came in Ito sent someone from his own block to

become block manager., They're the kind of people mkm you
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find on the "blue" side. They were young, and didm not have

experience in leadership in pre-evazcuation Japanese community,

56 blocks were filled. The last contingent came in July.
The block mansgers wer supposed to be temporary. Ito requested
that these block mansgers be approved by the residents. Lany
blocks kept Lhe same block manager, except Block 46, It is
an interesting block in this respect. 1here was a boyle
Heights group ol youngsters who were formemly the Golden Bears,
It consisted of youug kius. They knew oi itne set-up in Pos-
ton ana selkcted their own block manager, They occupjed
Block 46, and out-numbered their parents., Most of the bloeck
managers were young kids, There were two or three Isseis.

But they were the kind of fellows who were on the "blue"

side. /As _carly as June, 1942, block residents of each block
formed a block council. This was composed of one man from
€ach barrack. Well, I don't have to go into this., It's

easy to conceive that you'll have Isceis elccted, therefores,
the block council was dominated by Isseis. The block mare gers
were Nisei =nd the block counc il was Issei.

In July the temporary community council was lormed by
elLecting misel irom each block. It was ecalled a "kid ecouncil®,
Both the @ouncil and the block mansgers were dominated by
bied ., It was just the same as not having anything at all.
They were passing the orders down in an officious and arro-
gant way. low you see why it doesn't last too long., In
rreevacuation Japanese community the Isgei were on the top.

After evacuation this situation was reversed. With"a month
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as early as July, 1942, you find the block council controlliing
the block eomncilman and the bloeck manager, The orders must
g0 through the block council to reach the residents, The
administrators began to feel that the block mansgers and
councilmen were not effective., They acted as "errand boys,"
kany block managers were changed., licny Nisei block managers
quit because lssei complainked againstm them. They loet their
officiousness right awagy. The formen, on the other hand,
retained their officiousness longer.

There was @ many demands for Issei representation that
the WRA had to work out some compromise. Llhey lormed a
Issel aavisory board which was to advise the councilmen, The
chairman oi the advisory board was pleced in line with the
chairman of the council. The assistant to the unit adminig-
trator never did funetion., The position of the Issei advi-
sory board rises. lhe council cannot make & decision without
& joint meeting with advisory board, The block council
controls the Issei aavisor irom his block.

The tendency of the older group is to ascende-to return
to the set-up of pre-evacuation deys. The November strike
occurs. Lhis cauced a shift, We go into -the informal side.
The balance of power is reversed. J1he chairman of the Issei

adavigory oeard was above the chairman of the community couneil.

They were the kind of peorle who were rrustrated in pre-

evacuation days, although they had been kn leadership position
at some time. Thnese peorle came up early in the histeory of

Poston. Nagaim, for instance, came to this country about 50
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years ago. He never went to school, except night sdwol,
worked on ranches aq/;igratory laborer, ana was later ope-
rating a small ranch. He's the type that £xkis follows the
Black Uragon Society ideas. As seon as he came in, ne be-
came the leader of Issei bachelors because he knew many of
them in pro-evacuation days. The firet agitation came in
his block. He advocated that the people should be treated

according to the Geneva vonference. Lo one need work. He

was an anti-administration person.

Chairman of
Issei Advisory Board

Issei Chairman of
Advisory Board Local Council

Block Couneil 36 councilmen
36 block manasers
Residents
lhe strike came and a new board was created. The block
managers were disturbing to the Issei elements. A Labor
Relation Board and an hxecutive Board were created. The

representation was Issei and Nisei, butl actually the Issei

controlled. The attempt was made to place the tl ® k managers

under the Executive Board, but this was never granted. Lagai
becomes the chairman of the wxecutive Bbard, and tries to

dominate the other groups, but this is resented and conflict
arises, lagal purges his first membership--Okamura and laks-

mura--and splits away from the Executive Board, and later

comes into the Issei Advisory Board. The Executive Board
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is to funetion as advisor to the project director. Wade
head objected and a compromise was made whereby the Ixecu-
tive Board would act as advisors to the unit administrator.
5 _ ‘5
Unit Administrator

Labor hHelation sxecutive Cheirman of
Board Board Issei Advisory Board

In the operational hierarchy there were complaints about
the officiousness of the foremen. The Labor Relation Board
obtained thne power to terminate any apporinted Xmxmiximxkmxy
person in a key position. This is tuhe beginning o1 control
in the labor field by I;aei.

Wany people Xxxkxkt thought that Nagal was a good leader.,
But he made a mistake, and went a little too far. When the
Spanisi Jousul visited Poston he demanded indeminification
of the Japanese nationals to the extent of 200 million ven,
This was asked of the Japanese Government. They figured that
the Japanese Goernment would demand from the United States
Governmeni when she won the war., There's great opposition,
Sawada started a.movanenf against the attempt to coblect
money. He was Machiavelian. The same pattern one after
another. At the same time other groups formed against this

action of the Lxecutive Board. A counter-movement is worked

up. Wlagal finally withdraws his stand,

The arguments against Nagai was that true Japanese would
not demand anything ol the Japanese Govermnment when people

are dying for the war cause in Japan.
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Because the uxecutive Board is disercdited Okamoto, liaka-
mura, and sawasaki schemed to take over the Lxecutive Board
by discrediting Wagei. Okamoto waw a chance to organize the
Kibei. In this way he was able to control the Labor Helation
Board, the axecutive Board, and the Advisory Board. oSawada
also gquashed the Kibei movement. In the background oi this
is thne registration. oawada held no official position, but
had good influence over pre-gvacuation leaders who returned

from internement camp or who were airaid to take part in

the movement of the extremists. They didn't hold official

positions. Orange County blocks, for instance, was controlled
by contacting a man named Murata. 4ihe Salinas group was
also controlled through another man., (What Tami calls the
Yusni.) #e contacted avout 5 of these men. He controlled
the Orgnge County, Salinas, Imperial, and Los Angeles groups,
He knew how the -re-evacuatiion politicsx worked. That's
the beginning of the fall of the “xecu tive Board and the
Kibel power, which fdled to organize ai the time ol the re-
gistration crisis. uost of the Political maneuvering was
going on in the Issei Advisory Board.

Because of two things (1) the counter-movement against the
20 million dollar proposal and (2) the counter-movement
against the Kibei groups, the ascent of the moderate group is
brought about. The advance of the Japanese military should
also be considered., The main melody is the war, and the
second melody is going on--the repercussion of strikes. The

sentiment of the evacuees in regards to the war is important,
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Fil: Question.

Ri: I wish you woula_refer to my journal. It's interes-
ting to compare the trend of the war and sentiment expressed
by the residents.

About May, 1943, lomura comes into power as chairman of
the temporary Gommunity Council. iie s owed that he was
fearless in meting out senteuces in the Judiclial Commission
to those who deserved them." lomura gained popularity be-
cause he was able to negotiate peacefully between the Lxe-
cutive Board and the Issei Advisory Board. e was born in
hawail about 50 years ago, a veteran of the last war, and
came to this country in 1918, and was working in the liare
Island Wavy Yard., Hawaiian liisei in Los Angeles were tough.
The Tokyo Club syndicate was annoyed by these people. GSee-
ing Nomura beginning to infiucnce this Nisei group, he was
taken in. Nomura started to go 6o Southwestern University.
He was ambitious and studied law at night. He was employed"
by the gambling syndicate at night. ke controllied these
hawailan ..sei to behave well against the gambling syndicate.
lie became the brain of the Tokyo Club. IHe had rrestige of
the Japanese community, especially over the Issei. He could
not speak unglish or Japanese well.

Fil: How was lomura able to gain prestige when he meted

out punishmen tg

Ri: He was feared. Nobody tdked against him. You don't

talk against a Tokyo Club man. If anyone does anything against

the Tokyo Club, he would be bumped off.
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¥k Because of the strike the bleock managers became Issei.

¥i: VWhat were you doing all this time?

Ri: I had no oifielal title. I worked for Leightoen
until December, and until February I was block manager as
a loan from the Sociologicai Bureau., But the block manager
group dian't have power because the supervisor was appointed
by the unit administrator. Tomo Ito quit at the time of the
strike.

Meahwhile the eonstitution was adopted, and a new elec-
tion was held in May., The comp was in a turmeil because of
lawlessness., Gambling and bribe-taking by the police force
occurred. The police chief was reputed to have taken in
#5000 in bribe, but lost it in gembling. Criticism came in
because young kids were coming into gembling dens aiter com-
ing back irom seascnal work, He goes into the dem (there
are 7 or 8 large ones) and ssysx he's short of money. He
gsits and g.mbles. liost of the time he loses the money.

About toat time--iiay--the election of councilmen is
held. The election is not bichmeral--a & ngle body, either
Issel or lisei, one to a bloek. The whole thing changes.
ihere's no necessity lor a Issei Advisory Board. Instead

you have a local council and 36 councilmen., The block

council is becoming weaker because the orighbhal agitators

have gotten on top. In this election an overall community

council for the three units is ereated.
There is a counc ilman from each block (about half Issei

and half Wisei), and 36 in the Community Counc L. Because
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of lack of coordination the Community Council never had much
power. Ii's independent, and "floating in the air." It

doesn't have control over the residents. Okamote, Kawasaki,

lakamura are in the Council, and lakamura is made chairman.

hetaliation ag-inst liagai takes place.

The position of City lanager was ereated (executive assis-
tant to the chairman of the Community Council). Ckamoto
held that and thought that he was able to run three camps.
He failed to control the other groups. The are calied the
“eity-hall gang." The extreme group got into the Gomuuni ty
Council, but they didn't realize that tuey dgidn't have dire
ect lines to the people. If you're too far removed from the
residents you ¢cn't do anything.

womura is chairman of the local mxmemx council. City lana-
ger is nive-chairman of the local council. Therefore, he
was under Nomura. oome people in the city-hall gangg cannot
rise abouve Lomura because of debt to the Tokyo Club. We
had a lawless condition in camp. One of the most known
gang is called "Exclusive 20's"--a Los Angeles gang with
criminal records in Los Angeles, and evicted from Canta
Anita. Thev established themselves as bosses in a fire sta-
tion and headed Nisei kids. Thepe beatings are gang fights
that you find in uWexican communities right now. Two of those
four gang leauers were the sons of chairman of the Community
Council--liakamura. Lveyone realized that something has to
be done to elean up the community. FHRumors of girls getting

raped started. Lo one was willing to do anything.
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Zvans ¢ame in and llelson came in., He cusses but takes it,
too., He tdks like an evacuee agitators. He was very much
worried about camp condition., lie sot up six in the morning
to see if everything was all right., He went arcund in the
evening to get hold of gang fights. lic one had the goods
on these kids, The Issei were afraid to apprehend these
four kide because they were sons of the chairman of the Come-
munity Council, because they were supposed to have the sup-
port of the Kibei. The past glory carries over, Only a few
people knew that they lost out. In July, 1943 a day-and-
night gang fight started in which these four boys were in-
volved. They ganged up on one single kid, uone o1 them are
willing to fight alone. The Executive Committee of the

block monagers was very strong. Because the block managers

Were concerned about the condition in camp., First they con-

tacted the ecity-hall group, but they just stalled. Nelson,
who wanted a strong bplock maBpager organization, xx culled

the uxecutive Committee who were willing to take vigorous
action. oawada was in the Lxecutive, and he had eontrol over
the pressure group ::: the Kibei and lisei. lielson worked
out a plan to purge these youngsters. The first step

was to solieit the aid of the Internal Security., The police
were not consulted. The police maintains law and order in
¢amp. The office of Internal Security has power to meintain
law and arder over the evacuee group. This ster became nown,

and there was no longer amny fight. Gambling decreased,

Lverything became quiet. Names were furnished through the
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block mansgers and the responsible persons were apprehended,
although not sent out right awsy. The block managers became
strong ;:: the same time.

The city-hall group moves to have lhe boys paravned. 1nhe
project director wavers. The counter-movement to pardon the
boye is supported by Sawada, Nomura was airaid of taking any
setion. 4esidents suprorted the block managers in this
suppression of vice., lNomura was a reformist by that time.

The block msnager group now feels power, In spite of all
the opposition from the a ty-hall gang this group was able
to support theopposition. The block manager doesn't listen
to the Council any more. Rivalry is created. This takes to
About November, 1943. There is no open rupture because lio-
mura and Sawada were in the same biock. 4ihere's a close
friendship between them, Goon after the strike Nomura began
to take orders from Sawada, The latter was the block mana-
ger, was dictatorial, but succeeded in evieting a family .
because of not following the wishes of the residents.

That example, made the people follow block dec.sions. This

evicted lamily becomes the object of sceial ostracism,.

R/iiz Are you referring to the fact that evieiing a family

which divided the block, united the block?

Ri: (&xplains)

It is revealed that Sawada is lishimoto.

N: OSawaua came to eumtrol the biock managers., Un Noveme
ber 7 because Poston was to be taken over by the WRA, the

unit a2aministrator was not gllouod. ihe unit administrator
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(evecuee) was hand-chosen by lielson. MJelson selected Nomura.
Certain difficulties arise. When on the same level the bloeck
managers are willing to take it. Iegause Nomura is the unit
administrator the block managers fecl they are subordinated.
Nomura finds difficulty senaing orders through the block
managers. Lasomura now takes Sawada as sadvisor to him, I
think iJomura was a stooge to Sawada., In this way, he was able
to sena down orders through the blcck managers, The local
council is discredited in the eyes of the residents., They
inerease their desire to live pezcefulliy in their block.

For that purpose they real ize that they have to be orgenized
well in their block., They found the necessity of selecting
their true lesder--someone who is capable of organizing

the block in such a way that the block becomes a harmonious
unit. This trend mmx alsec appear in many blocks. These
persons were elccted as block managers, which strengthened
the block managers. The Executive Committee of the bloek
manageérs are selected by the bloeck mansger., There's a strong
tie between the «“xecutive Comnittee of the block managers
and the regidents. The Council did not have that dose con-

nection., The residents want to bring their problems where

it is most effsetive. By bringing probleus to the block

managers their problems are being solved., The eity-hall
group is still in the sir, Only a formal structure. liomura
and the ecity-nall gang couldn not get along, Some blocks
began to elect (in October) block m-nagers as councilmen,

but those five or so always identified themselves as bloeck
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managers. osawada was able to influence the Council through

the block managers.

Project Director

Deputy
Project Lirector

Chairman Sawada
Local Counecil

Executive Committee
Local Council Block lanagers

Supervisor
Block lManagers

36
Block danagers

Block Couneil
XEsisenkx
KResidents
In April, 1944 the WRA tried to cut down the block staff
from 5 to 3's The Leputy Project Director, Morris Berge,
came from England and studied business. He went to the
University of Sorbourne. In the early 20's he came to Ameri-

ca. Iie was employed by the Swift Company. le was connected

with a trading post of Indians, andmxk made a study of

Navajo blankets. He joined a group headed by John Collier,

and later became the president of this orgsnization. He
applied for naturalization in 1940, He acted like a British

colonial administrator when he first came. We didn't like
him because of his British way of treating natives, He trie d

to put in a system by talking to the Nisei supervisor of
block managers., A struggle begins. He acted like the

vieceroy of India, refusing to listen to the mmktxex natives.
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The block managers threatened to strike. It stops channels
of communication., Nisei draft question was in the background.
The administration was shaky as to that. The block managers
used that as an opportunity. Ve say, if you don't listen

to us, we are férced to resign. After all, these janitors
are the ones who came into Poston and began to work in latrines
right away. They are public-spirited people. Before they
knew that they would be paid by the WRA they have been in
their positions. You mean to say that we are able to ter-
minate any of them before we terminate ourselves. It's a
threat., They promise to take the matter up with Washington.
That's the first time the Deputy Projeet Director learns

that they cun't do as they want, The Washington reply is
"no.," The block managers say that they're going to quit,

The residents are aroused. 7The comunun.ty analystix goes into
the camp and finds the situation very grave. Meanwhile the
Deputy Project Director was in trouble with the Red Cross

and is afraid that this might become mé#xed up in this

matter. Powell, Assistant Project Direcbor knocks on Sawada's
apartment. Community Analyst knocks on Sawada's door, too.
Sawada is agitating to cause trouble among residents. .uomura

was instructed by Sawada to stsgy out. Adn inistration has

to save face., GJSawada tells the Community Analyst that the

negotiation committee of the block manager hagfesigned.
Tomorrow the block managers will resign. The Couneil is
to meet next day, and choose a committee to negotiate for

the block managers., Sawada flames up the Council. The Couneil
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meets with the administration. The project director accedes
to the Council., There is no reduction in the number of
Janitors. The Council begins to think it s power, and has
a confliet in May with the block mansgers,

In May there was a trouble between a councilman Onish/ and
the block managers. He asked for biannual election of block
managers., le wanted to kick the bleck manager in his block

out. This idea was railroaded in the Counecil and the city

out
hall meeting, with/consulting the block managers. The ad-

ministration recognizes the power of the block managers,
This is the first time that the Counecil recognizes the power
of the block managers. For the first time the neéesaity of
purging the city-hall gangn arises.

lomura leaves. Okamura becames the chairman of the local
Council. iie is also City Manager and a member of the Come
munity Council. It was a good thin&lthat the block managers
nad @ utrol over the local Coundl. Okamura, however, was
becoming more and more ameliorative (traveling from "red"
to "biue."). June 20-July 25, Sawada becomes personal ad-
visor to tne administration., sSawada carries anything out,
When the chairman of the Communi ty Coﬁncil attempts to carry
anythin. through, it's turned down. It géncreases prestige
for the block managers. Anything that goes up through the
block managers is listened to the administration,

Pressure comes from @amp II and III to have unit administ-
rator position to be filled because of fear of losing the

positbon of unit administrator. Supervisor of block mangger
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leaves, and Sawada takes over the position. The Executive
Committee is in name only. Block managers are controlling
the block council. How unit administrator is elected--Sumida

is a henchman to Sawada. They were always termed together
in the public eye,

FM: In the community's eyes were they considered moderates?

RH: They're people who could get things done for the
people.

A: That's the way they're regarded. Okamoto selected
a committee of 3 councilmen and 3 block managers to oifer
a candidate., OSumida was manuevered into the position. -

The block managers make an underground movement with the
Red Cross mnit to purge the city hall gang. The hospital
fund is said to have been misappropristed. In the last elec-
tion the city hall gang is entirely purged, except for
Okamoto. Cawada supported Okamoto in the election. People
are willing to awaken to the situation., The block managers
control the communication system. That's the situation now.
The block manager goup is becoming powerful as far as the
administrotion is concerned.

When rabies is spreading, Sawada is given the power to

do sometiing quickly. He called in a number of appointed

personnel, and gave each section head a function. It worked

out well., That is the first time that evacuees was placed
above Cauecasians, From Civil Serviee status Sawada was

somewhere around CAF-9,
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Berge leaves., Osawada acts ac personal advisor to the
project director. Anything dealing with evacuees, the pro-
jeet director does not act on important matters without cone
sulting Sawada., The assistant projeet directors come to
Sawada, Xim It creats pressure on the Caucasian hierarchy.
When any emergency arises, Caucasians are placedunder cawada.
Quite a many people say this is Dbecause of the individual.
1t's not an institutional pattern, the  say. This system
works so well. The project director wants results. Tor the
past 10 months he has been getting results. It has to come
out, because that's the way he makes it work out.

Wi: oShirt-sleeve diplomacy is what this isn't. How are
these influences carried on tc the other camps.

Ki: There's no integration. kvery Wednesday morning
a meeting of the widision heads, and unit administrutors
is held. Sawada is asked to attend, It's become a dialogue
between the project director and Savwada. OSawada 1is now
elevated to CAF-1l.

Last June I said that unless the community is integrated
you can't get amything done at all. They can't integrate &t

either end of the scale--it has to be somewhere near the

By
middle. XEux segregation and releocation it's become easier

to organize in the middle. A good example is that it's dif-

ficult to move flakes of snow in any one direetion. After
making it into a ball, it's easy to move,

“4nd of Morning Session
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George Sabagh on Lconomiec Aspects
of uvacuation

GSs I1'li give a bvackground of how I came on the ltudy.
Just before evicuation the interest in this (economic) sec-
tion of the Ltudy was aroused gquite early. However, the first
person, Phil Neff, of the Department of kLconomics, in lMarch,
1942 went down to Los Angeles County to get scme material
onrthe losses., Le intersviewed a number of people--evcueesy=
and brought back smme material. I made a card ifor each case,
property invoived, and the kind of transaction that took
piLace, but there'sc very little material there.

D3: In the beginning the Study was under a combined
direction--Lowie from anthropology, Kidner from economics,
xumzkex Alken from political seience, Thomas from sociology,
and Churnin from social welfare. Kidner got Neff to work,
but he couldn't get much material. I usked for twice the
salary he was earning, and he left., Virginia G. came to
work for several months, but I finally asked Kidnmer to
drop out. We recognized the importance of the economie
effect on the evacuees and the California economy, but I
didn't want to get it mixed up. Virginia tried to get the
background of the Japanese farmers and went through news-

papers.

WIx Sendetson had the main data frozem, anyway.

Go:  We thought we could get the depletion of assets

within the camp, but we had to give that up. I came in last
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July. With all this background we thought that the main
emphasis should be on the losses incurred at the time of
evacuation. I went to the WRA and went through the tolders.
Then after going through some material and re#ling around,

I made some sort of outline which was really beyond the data
on hand, It was an aubitious outline titled “sconomic

Study of the Japanese since Lecember, 194l." 1lhe difiiculty
was to it in the waterial. On farm property I could get
some material, but I could get little on mon-farm property,
private business, and personal property.

Alter my first defeat, I talked to Dorothy and she sug-
gested that I could investigate the relationship between the
segregation and the eomomic factors. The idea was to find
out whether the effect of owning lurge material assets in
California which could not be liguidated easily had an effect
on the evaocuece, This is a hypothesis which ts to be tested.

05: How it affected their loyalty or whether they be-
came a segregant.

JS: Are you abandoning this outline of yours.

GO: 1 had that problem in mind in going throush the re-
¢ords available. Vhile I was getting this material I came

in contast with some other type of material which gave me

the idea that I should also treat either as a part of this

or a separate entity--to what extent the agencies concerned
with the protection of evacuee property were able to achieve
the end which they set out and claimed in their final report,

I have the DeWitt and Feberal Rewerve reports. <There are the
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two main reports that I have kbeen concerned with until
1l might cnange my outline if I get more data.

I'l) Tirst talk about the econmmic factors affecting
gragation, There are two ways of apprroaching the pro-
blem. The one way is following what Lorothy is doing--
to follow the statistical analysis. Tuaxing a sample of the
population on which tuere is suue ecnomic data. ihe otaoer
approach is to give a vackground of thne area .rom which tae
"disloyal™ cmme and, as a basis of comparison, the area from
which the "loyal" came. I'm limiting mysel. now to the

"disloyal," I'm taking the area which extends from Walnut

Grove, through uacraumento, ilarysville, to Auburn. iy pro-

blem is to give the bLackground of that area in terms of
economic relationship-~ish. when the Japanese came in,
ecmomic conflicts, and the general couliguratiou oi that
area. Thigs part is not too clear to me now. That is the
pre-war ecmomie set-up., I also wani the war-period. I
have two treatments--statistical or non-statistical. It's
difficult to arrive at conclusions because of many other
factors which aie involved. The economic factors might be
coun teracted entirely by other factors.

I have defined whut the problem is. In order to treat
that problem I have certain methodological difficulties. The
main one is the measurement of the ecnomic status of the
individual and also finding an adequate sample in which I
would have individuals with strong, weak andno eeconomic ties.

In one case you wuuld trace back mx those with a strong
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ecnomic tie and trace disloyalty against loyality anda see the
relationship. Kagybe you'li find

strong eamomic tie--10 per cent disloyal

weak ewiomic tie--30 per cent disloyal

no economic tie--50 per cent disloyale~
If 1 get somethi. g like that it would be womderful. But I
don't expeet it., A preliminary analysis has been discouraging.
I am limiting myself to material assets. The data I got
cannot be easily put in these three categories,

I'1l describe the date first., I told you first that the
WHA haa farm seeurity forme. This includes all the farms
owned or rented hy Jspanese before the war. There are saome
amount of duplication and error, There are two forms, The
first ene is one on which the Japanese...

Fii: In the lMyrdal study what data did they use?

L5: They used census data.

The first form is WFA-l. (Reads information available,)
Cards differ in the amount of data filled in. Ihere's another
form which was filled out at the e ntrol station., This is
another farm security form. This fom is much more compl ete.

These forms cover = the situation over a period of time

and the period of time is not the same. As the date of evae

cuation diifers it covers a peried of avout two months. it's
a period of time, It doewmn't gdwe you the farm settled (e.g.
sold) belvre ev.cuation, It gives you & pretiy good universe
of Japanese owned and operated farms before evocuantion. One

can get the importance of the eemmomie status of the family,
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The farm is really participated by more than oue member of
the faumily., A farm with 5 acres and few equipment can be
contrasted with a farm with many acres and siructures on it.
It's difficult to give a definite economie status, however.
Waat is not covered by these forme is all the farm lubormers.
There'® no information on them sand it's a great gap. If I
had a form for all farm laborers then I would have the whole
range of the egconovmie structure., Here you only gzt & part
of it.

One thing that I don't have on these forms is the assessed
value of the farm., Acreage has different value in different
localities. The WRA has & section culled economic analyeis
gection. A very promising title, but the work there is not
a8 promising. They have done something that is pretiy good
from my standpoint., They've -one through the list of owner-
diips and taken down all the Japanese names and the assessed
value of the ownership. This eovers both rural and urban.
They made separate cards for this info rmation., This does not
incliude farms which were purchased on =z contract. The form

itself, ixom what I gather, the only information they got

from the county record were name, address, ascemed value,

They've eovered all of the Northern California ccunties al-
ready., This was made in 1943 to fi nd out two what extent

the Japanese were transferring their ownership, Unfortunately,
they Xxmmax haven't done the chaige from then to the present,
For the purpose of segregation, however, it wouldn't be

important.
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What I did was to get copies and duplic:te forms, putting
the relevant forme togetner--z folder for each individual,

FMs Did you make out some form for yourslef?

GS: The universierve on the farm tenants is not covered
at all.

Fil: These forms aon't give the kmmxmkx value of the farm,

GS: That's given by the WRA forms.

That's for the famms, The WRA has information on the
urban properties, The value of lote =snd the structure on it.
We have here a sample or universe of urban properties. On
the urban information that I was able to get frum WR A eards
I only have the property owned. This is incomplete beeause
& lurge number of evacuees did not own their lande. Invest-
ment was heavy in business #énterprises, tiself., One could
argue th.. the ties of one who has property kmmxx is a
stronger one than one has hasn't property.

FM: How do they assess the value?

D3: The county assessor. It's 40 per cent of the real
value. It's consistent within the county.

GS: It gives a range in rebhtive form. The WRA plotted

land
on s map/which was 5till owned im larch, 1943 anc those

transferred. It is striking that very few transferred

their property.

Is the ownercship rate high in Placer County?

It 18,

Is the Butte Fam Lend Company a Japanese Corporation?

Yes.
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As a check I found out that the name of the tenant and
the adaress mm to check my cards to be sure that I have co-
vered all the cards., I'll summarise:

Farm By individual farm I can get an idea of the value,
acreage, the crope grown, and the transfer that cccurred
and to some extent the mortgage.

Urban I only have the lot owned. Here I am going to
limit myself as to the type of analysis that I can make.
0f the farm security cards in Sacramento County and Placer
County, I am going to trace the names back to the Army list
of segregants in Tule Lake. In PlLacer County where they all
went to XX Tule Lake out of the owners I get 43 per cent
disloyal, and tenants 49 per cent disloyal.

KiN: How about in terms of acres?

GS8: If you start to break the number down in terms of
acres you get small numbers.

In Sacramemto County tie owners are 12 per cent disloyal
and the tenants 31 per cent disloyal. In Sacramento owners
over $4000 are 9 per cent disloyal, and in Placer 32 per
cent disloyal. In the Delta Area 4 owners and none disloyal,
50 per cent of the tenants disloyal, and 28 per cent of the
tenants of the rest of Secramento County disloyal.

(There is a discussion of extreme difference between the

highway and the Delta regions in terms of economic status.)

Fliis It didn't matter what income they had, they lived
in shacks?
RN: Yes.
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DS: We must get something fram the Japanese. We can't
build mmkx up only on statistical material.

GS: I realized that my great limitation of separating
Tule Lake people from non-Tule Lake people. Also, tracing
names back to the Army list. Also, there's the problem
of numbers, If I'm going to break down these units, 1
sometimes get very small numbers. What I would like to do

over a

is to get some figure of persons mf certain age interested
in the fam. How many persons living or connected with the
farm and weight each farmm by that figure. I'd alsc like to
get hold of the Form 26's.

(Discussion on family grouping.)

GS5: Family number is not representative.

Ri: We made a family card when we entered the project.

GS: That's a problem you can8t solve. But for Hisei you
can get the father and mother. From this you can get some
idea of the family composition. The pxmpnx purpose of get-
ting WRA 26's was to find out whether they went to Tule Lake
or not and alsc as you know this form as some information
of the employment history and other side information.

J8: You can gel farm laborers from Form 26.

GS: That's a good idea.

DS8: George should also do something on the Northwest.

He's on a fellowship, and is suprosed to be doing research.

But he will have to finish one first.
GS: I would like to get a farm and all the individuals
over a certain age interested in that farm, get a demo-

graphie characteristic--like Issei-Nisei, males and femal es--
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and break it down and keep the other factors constant. And
then give a weight to each family.

I got some lists from the Federal fheserve files. A list
of business of Japsnese in Sacramento County. There are
about 253 business. I don't think they are very accurate
because the JACL gives over 400. This is the state of my
formes., 11 want tc make an analysis on the basis of ecnnomic

categotries first. Farm laborers I must get because it's

important.

Getting the non-quantitative material is very intcersting.
It gives insight into the problems and helps to interpret the
statistical data. On pre-evacuation material there's the
census data, newspaper material, but there's no books on
that area. The library in Sacramento has clippings by sub-
Ject. The material ms to be gotten from persons in that
area.

DS: Maybe you could get contacte in Tule Lake.

RH: I could make contacts.

DS: I have a notion that the level of education would be
low.

GS: On the evacuation you find material. One of the main

material is the WRA folders on propertiese- Evacuee Property

Department of the WRA. It's built up mainly of correspon-

dence. You get ideas about the problems that have arisen.

I'm using the folders for a dual purpose. I went to the
Sacramento office and got a lost of the cards of what they call
their closed cases.

DS: These are trouble cases which got in cort act with
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WRA and therefore are a selected group.

GS: Then we got in touch with the Federal Reserve Bank
and found folders in their files along the same line. These
are types ol economic case studies, and 1'll see what I can
do with them. I don't know to what extent they can be used.

DS: You can use them as examples of what comes out of
your statietical analysis.

GS: At the same time I saw the auvantag; of field trips,
and a WRA man took me through Florin and other places., I
intend to go back again.

J8: Did you ask about return of evacuees?

GS: I asked about 1t to the director ortzeFlorin Fruit
Growers Association, whc had a great deal of contact with
Japanese. He said: "Well, of course, we objeet to their
coming back, but really 1 miss their labor. The town is
dead." I think most of the growers would like to have them
coming back. | AK

DS: The lower classes were antagonistiec e the higher
classes would like to have them back. ;- \

G5: Newcastle and Isleton and Walnut Grove struck me as
alike and Florin impresced me as being more lealtﬁy, My
field work, however, is veiy incomplete. That is all“the
historical information that I could think of. | \ S

Fi: What kind of historical information do jou want? .

GS: I would like to know of the egonomic r(iationph&ps--

the rise of the Japanese from non-owner to owsmers and the

’ i
resistance to that. ®um Also to what extent the Cducasians

took advantage of the Japanese. kg
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DB: You want an economie history. When they ¢ me in,
what Line they went into, what organization they set up.

Ien't there any literature on that?

ﬁractically none.
|

k good paper was done for Arizona.
1 have a report by Hateh of the WRA on a field trip.
It shows the naive attitude of the WHA officials. katch says$
that very few evacuees are willing to sekl their property.
The priéb is really high now,
DS8: The Najimas don't want to sell because thEgxat's all
they have left. Why should the WRA try to make them sell.
GS8: The second section is the description of the agencies
to protect the properties of the evicuees.  (Reade from
DeWitt's report.) The agencies imply that they have done a
good job., (Reads letter from Mary tsukamoto of theflorin
JACL., GSuppibedx expressed by those present at the sentiment
of gratitude expressed to the U.S5. Government lor the humane
treatment received by the Japanese. R.l. raises four fingers
to R.H., who nods.)

KN: It showed that that sort of sentiment prevailed

prior to evacuation,

RH: Many people felt that they were grateful for not being
murdered.

GS: (Reads letter from people in Walnut Grove.)

RN: They wanted to get on the good side of the officials.

Wl: Don't Japanese write thut sort of letter all of the
time?

FM:
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Ri: When they want to get something.

¥M: The JACL is like that,

GS: (Reads letter from Tom Hirashima, JACL le=zder of
Santa Barbara, )

EN: Find out whether the national JACL sent out directixes
to loe:l chapters to send such letters.

D5: This is almost all from JACL people.

it In defense I grovel in front of the agitators.

S The main teheis is this. Here agencies were set up
whose aim was to protect the properties of the evacuees.
They were given certain powers. They expressed the opinion
that they achieved the aim set for them. My job is to find
the aim, and find out the powers that xk were given to them,
to what extent they were used, and to what extent they achieved
their aim. The freezing pover, for instance, which was
used only once. The power of attornye, for instunce, was
not exercised.

J8: People were afrdd to store their belongings in
federal storage.

GH: They also didn't give any assurance of taking res-
ponsibility.

HN: Many people didn't expect to stay away long. Many
people stored their goods in such & way as to require repack-
ing because they expected to come back soon.

GS: The Fewteral Reserve Bank is a very conservative or-

ganizati on. They could appeal to outside agengies to deal

wiih the evacuees,

DS: Tell what they did, prerhaps in the afternoon.
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GS: To what extent could I integrate the two sections
of my reports?

DS: You have to give an over all picture of the agencies.
Then you can make an intensive study of a certain area. Le
should neglect the reaction of the evacuées for the pre-

sent. What was the agencies trying to do, assuming coopera-

tion. Then you can say why evacueeg could not cooperate.

Rii: Our duty is to feed you human elements.

DS: There may be certain things that you might be able
to gather in the center.

This expectation that the evacuees thought that this would
be a short war--I don't Bnow what the WCCA thought. I don't
think that thpy thought that out. (LUiscussiom). The WRA
seems to be afraid of suits against the government after the
war.

GS: (Reads percentage transferred) Average 20 per cent.
Placer 8 per cent. GSacrmmento 13 per cent.

JS: Many people should relocate from Tule Lake.

RH: Many people can't say so, but they want tc get out
and relocate.

D8: It would be terrible if people went back to Placer
County from Tule Lake.

J8: They should be released to some other center first.

DS: Rosalie, you should get this resegregation movement

started.

Rii: @Are evacuees getting income from these properties?
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Atternoon Session

GS: I was going to talk about the federal agencies. The

Federal Reserve Bank came into the picture about warch, 1942.

The whole program was geared around the idea of voluntary
evacuation--there was same carry-over of that attitude.
Emphasis was on the word voluntary, andrhelp wae to be volun-
tary. We'll be there to see that creditors and Japmanese

can be brought together. =Rmk By and kh rge it appears that
everything came under the jurisdiction of the Federal Re-
serve Bink--both urban and rural. The Farm Security came in
on March 15. Their policy was similar to the Federali Le-
serve Bank. The Farm Security discussed the poscibility of
freezing all famms, for instance, a step which the Federal
Reserve Bank was not willing to smaxx take.

The Farm Security task was two fold: the continuation of
agricultural work, and second the protection of evacuee pro-
perty. This is the general goal.

As far as power is concerned, they made the whole matter
voluntary and were not going to act as custodian. 1n soe
cases the power of attorney to act for the Japanese might
have been necessary. IThe Federal Reserve Bank did not use
the power of attorney. The Farm Security did use the power
of attorney to some extent. They had one power which they
could use to insist on fair treatment. This is the freezing
power. Any property which is frozen can not be acted upon
without special permission. For alien property this power

was used. The same power was delegated to the Federal Re-

serve Bank. This freezing power was first applied to aliens
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and extended to citizens. Somewhere in April this power was
given to the Farm Security, and the WRA in lovember, 1942,
The Farm Security used it only once.

But the argument of all the sgencies is that they have a
club. As they didn't hit anybody with that elub, it didn't
do much good., It's a very extensive power. But it was used

for enemy alien property. I had one case where the evacuee

asked whether the freezing power could be applied, and he

was told that his property was too esmall to apply the free-
zing order. They claimed that there was no necessity of using
this weapon.

FM: Where did you get your data.

GS:t I have the finmal reports of the Federal RHeserve
Bank and the Farm Security. 1 also have some correspondence
from the San Francisco WRA. I have aletter fom Col. Bendet-
sen which asks why the power of freezing is not being used.
I have nothing from evacuees. I think a lot of things were
not put down.

¥FM: It was & very confused period.

GS: You get a very confused picture. The transfer from
federal agencies to "RA is very confused. I'll take the
types of properties and follow some of the probleums.

Personal and movable property The main problem was that
of storage. There was some confusion between mkizk agencies
as to which agency should take care of a equipment. Before
Mareh/ 30, the Federal Reserve Bank insdeted on emphasizing

the faet that people should store with their friends. After
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that they started to get busy getling xkmxxgx goods to store.
Still the general emphasis, while it did improve, still al-
lowed for stories about goods stored not being insured, etec.
RN: Thqy expected the evacuees to crate the things up in
a certain way.
G3: The WRA now does the crating and everytuing.
They do a very good job, it seems.
I don't think that the matter of transportation and
storage is so important.
HEN: With evacuee permission they send stored gcous to

various centers.

Last year a warehouse in Poston was burned up, and these

property were sent to the center without evacueec gonsent.
The evacuee had to waive claim for damage.

GS: Non-farm Proverty This came slmost wholly under the

Federal Reserve Bank. How much came under the Fed2ral Re-
serve Bank is not kxnown. Of the 253 business on this list,
about a 100 came under the notice of the Federal Lexserve.
They give & large number of casep, but many of them were not
real cases.

Ili: They probably didn't care what hhppened to the
small farms.

LS: They never got the social implication of the whole
movement. Of course, an individual, if he had to move, would
have to take a great lose in selling property.

¢5: Some of them probably felt that small loss wouldn't
hurt the economy of the mation. It's global thinking.

When an evacuee came, the Federal Keserve Bsnk would ask
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who he usually deelt with., If he didn't have anyone, the
benk sugcested someone.

DSt The dishonesty of government reporting will be a
small aspect of the report, but will be brought out.

ii: You have to remember that meny of the goods were fro-
zen, and these Caucasians began toc hear that you could dbuy
things for almost Xximgx nothing.

bDS: Caucuasisne in Chinatown were just disgusting--buying
up the things for a fraction of the price.

GS: There's a report ix put out by the investigating

section of the Federal Leserve and they went down to Los

Angeles, and brought out a pretty pessimistic report.

X RiN: 1IN don't hear much bad report fram people in other
area.

l: This must have disrupted the Fabral Reserve work.

GS: DNo, the Federal Reserve is a big organizetion. 1It's
possible, however. Jan Francisco was a poliecy-making office.
Fi: If they had been able to s#t up a separate office

it might have been more orderly.

GS: Thes took little responsibility themselves. After
they claimed that everything was voluntary, how can they
elaim all the things that they do. They didn't know the actual
condition, because when they sent out a form letter about 9
out of 10 did not answer,

FN: There was some fear of going to a Federal Building.

GS: The important thing is the poliey. There were pro=-

bably local differences.
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The Jews earned a bad reputation for themselves. You can
get this part oif the story from evacuees., Maybe Kosalie ean
get something.

Di: What happened between the time evacuation was de-
cided and the federal agencies came in. Mari Okazaki was
with the WCCA teams. e must get her help. Mari kept notes,
I could write to her.

RN: Marion V"right, layyer, is an important man to see.

G3: Farm Property I have only worked with the area I

was talking about. T don't know the situation in Los Amgeles,
but in the Sacramento Area there were apparently dirficulties
in finding operators for the Japanase farms.

W: What type of farming was carried on?

G3: Orchards in Placer Country--40 - 50 aecre Zxxmx or-
chards. Grapes and berries in Florin. Along the Sacramento
River you get quite a bit of tenant truck farming--tomato,
beans, ete. XYurther down the river you get asparagus, tomato,
beets.

RN: About 20 years ago vou had orchard after ordhard.

It sesms to have changed. You know what haprpendd to the
fruit industry during the devpression.

D3: On the general farming situation we can get a1 the
stuif that we want., Dave » Wellman, and others
know about the type of transfer in farming that went om in
that region.

RN: My memory is that that section is a fruit section,

except that asparagus acreage was increasing. Sugar beest

fields/ existed, too. Charlie hasn't any case history
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from that area.

GS: Don't you get the community of origin in your cards?

DS: But you c=n't just pick a card. You have to have an
introduction.

RN: Perhaps Doctor Akamatsu could help us on this mat-
ter,

GS: The reason for difficulty in getting operators was
was that it was submarginal farming. 1I'll have to check
because the Placer County land is supposed to be good land.
Florin land is not as good. But they give that argument,
anyway. My theory is that pressure came from private groups
to get in the large shipping companies.

RN: They did control the Japanese farms, anyway.

FM: VWhat were the fruits?

GS: They were deciduous fruits--pear, plum, peaches,

cherries, persimmons. In Florin and Lodi they had grapes’
Some of the farm corporations are cooperative. The fruit is

packed and shipped. The expense is borne by the growers
if it . is not cooperative. It is important because the far-

mers ship it to the East. The farm corporation began to

take over the Japanese farm on a managerial basis--57-50

basis. The FSA were active in getting the operators. The
FSA had a loaning power to opérate the farms. Close to a
million dollars went to the farm corporations.

RN: Onetﬂekie family wasn't getting anyplace at all,
got a loan from the FSA and started farming after a Japa
nese left. You can't blame them for not making money.

Jaupanese could plow in a straight line/ by holding the
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Plow himsBlf. It took three Oakies to make a straight
line. One held the reins, another lead the horse, and a
third held the plow. (laughter)

GS: The farm corporation got permission to form a se-
parate entity--Northem Farms Incorporated, Florin Farms
Incorporated, etec.

RN: Does it show that shipping companies were dis-
turbed because the Japanese were being moved?

GS: Even in March they tried to get extension of the
reriod before evacuation.

RN: There was an intimate relation between the Japanese
farmers and the &1 ipping companies.

GS: This parent corporation would operate the farm on a
50-50 basis for one season and for the duration if they
wanted. All the machinery was supposed to be left on the
farm. Then they had the loan from the Farm Security.

I wasn't able to get financial statements from all. But
two reports showed that 80 per cent of the farms were
operated at a les.

Fl: Do the corporations losge?

GS: The WRA came into the picture. A big conference was
held after the first season. The corporation said that they
couldn't operate without a loan.

J8: How could they collect from the evacuees?

GS: Thay puzzles me. There was one case where &n evacuee

was told that the farm tractor was sold to cover® the loss.

RN: The orchard industry is a highly skilled industry.
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They have to ship to the eastern markets just at the right
time.

I don't think the ehippin. company lost any money. 1In
fact, they made money by commission charges.

GS: They wanted to do it again. The WHA didn't want
to make the loan. The FSA went out of the picture. Then
WRA got the bright idea to get the Chinese on the farms.
They brag about it. They got the Chinese broadcaster to
broadecast, and got about 500 applicants. A new contract
was drawn up between the evacuees and the Chinese. It pro-
proved to be one of the best seasons in 40 years or so.
Hatch said that if the evacuees had been here all farms
would have been out of mortgage. We went to see the 200
acre farm of which he was proud--tomatoes, mostly. The long-
timer Chinese had healthy tomato plants, and there was a
contrast with the new-comers. That particular person hap-
pened to own a bar in San Francisco. He didn't seem to
like it very much. He made a thousand dollars. Wellman
said that it was incredible, that they should have made much
more.

RN: Japanese could have made $20,000. If a lug of to-
matoes sellifor 50 cents, that convers everything. A lug
sold for about $3 or so.

GS: Don't forget the scareity of labor and the high

prices. You have to compare with other farmers. For the

freezing power the FSA formed a corporation to take care of

frozen farms, if necessary.
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Farm Machinery The attitude of FSA first was prevent-
ing selling for scrap, but insisting on leaving machinery
on the farm. In Los Angeles quitea bit of farm machinery
was stored. There were complaints. A survey was made by
WRA, and it was revealed that about 250 farm machinery
was stored in Southern California.

Ki: On some small farme they practically gnve up their
farm machinery for almost nothing. You hear that evacuees
are saying kxhkaxxxixmrmkxxkkex 'What's the use of going back.
You have to start all over again.'

DS: There you have a very interesting case m terial about
farm machinery that has been used. The evacuee forgets that
it's being used, they try to sell it, and in many cases %%
amount of deterioration of the machinery is not taken into
consideration.

GS: I have some information on the productivity of the
area. I intended to follow this general line of treatment.

DS: Gtatistical treatment in over all terms. Specifie
analysis in xk a single area. Trying to get collaboration
in a lit1le while from people on the projeect. Your policy
section is pretty good now, except on developing the farm
security section.

GS: I made a questionnaire of information I would like
from each individual. I would like criticism fxmm on

how I could get this information.
RN: What'

GS:

8 the reason for your questionmaire?

To trace the change in ownership.

BN: What evacuees?
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G3: You get what you can get.

DS: You mean you want some cases?

GS: I want static and dynamic information on ommer-
ship. (Explains the guectionnaire.)

Ri: The next question is, from where can you get it.

GS: Terhaps you can get hold of a lawyer. Naybe he
can't answer it.

KN: Here's the point. That's the ideal set-up. To
find whether those questione are practical or not. Ve have
to determine how you're going to get that information.

D5: Are you acking Lick whether he can get this sort
of informmation in Poston?

Rt You to remember two different things. Asking a
lawyer and asking us. Don't you see we understand what
type ofinformation you want. The actual situation is
there. Instead to get it, what is the best method. 1I'11l
say that you mamxx won't get that from evacuees directly.

Maybb you'll have to ask lawyers.
You mean to say you can't get it?
It's delicate information,

But here's the point. A lawyer has professional

Will you tell me what I could get? I might be able
to get to see a number of people to see where they have
their land, the amount of acreage, how much they lost,

how much agenétes didn't help them. It's unlikely xm

I'11 get detailed information on equipment, without cracking

rapport.
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Rii: The only way I could get anything is by quitting my
Job and going into evacuee property.
Fi: 1I've talked to Niseis who tal ked about their losses.
RN: You're forgetting that relocation centers are a

cultural island.

DS: Frank says that it's not impossible. It might be

possible with those who are reloc:ted. You could get the
farm people whom Charlie have interviewed.

KN: You can't get case history in camp.

DS: You could get hidden interviews in camp.

EN: You could print a questionnaire with a fancy name
and then send out direct from the University to these people.
You might get something.

KH: With the prestige th.t Tachibana has maybe he might
be able to furnish some names.

DS: I think you're on the wrong track in what you want
from evacuees. You are not going to be fvoled by the of-
ficial data. What would you add ¥ere from the evacuees
that would make it otherwise. Actually I am not impressed
that this is going to give you a heck of a lot more than
what you already have,

The thing to do is to get more of the relationships
and attitudes. HKelationship with the agencies. What gripes
they have. Low they feel.

RN: At Poston I'll gurantee three forms filled out for
youx. b

HH: If my good trusted friemd, if they're in the pro-

perty group--good. They'd be suspicious if I brought the
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questions in right away.

DS: I'm afraid that he's defeated before he begins on a
questionnaire. Universities have lost their rrestige
already with tie-ups with what Japanese consider to be
the Intelligence Service. I'd be suspicious of anything
that comes back. I think you have aswell basis for working.
Then submitting what you get to people like Dick, who can
eriticize and indicate é@vacuee attitude. I believe that's
all you're going to get right at the moment.

RN: If you present this one year from now, it might be
possible. Although this study is kmyxmma bound to end soon,
as you all know, it's probable that people will be working
for a long time. fter the Japanese come bhack contacts
can be made later. They'll be suspicious and change their
figures. A Japanese who brought it up would arouse sus-
picion.

GS: The material will be general.

DS: I think on the general evolution of the results that
you get and the inference that you make and feeling in some-

thing of the attitude, the whole attitude of the Japanese

towards economic losses and the attitude towards agencies

can be brought up.

REN: Many people went into the relocation with the idea
of asking gquestions.

GS: As thie is thrown cver-board, the only other thing
that we might be able to get was a background for the
particular Sacramento Area. It's unfortunate that many of

them are in Tule Lake now and are not accessible.
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DUSs My solution for the present is that I think you
had better work up thoroughly what you have on hand. 1It's
unfortunate you xm have to ignore a body of data which ax

hasn't been assembled with regards to the evacuee attitude.

You'll have to act like Morton. Study with immediate access

to evacueesx, Ulorton had to take registration from am
official records only.

Kis You see the resistance we're putting up? You'd
get ten times the resistance by other people.

Fil: I would like to have a list of general gquestions
in referenceé to wnat you want. I feel sure we might get
gomething.

[H: 1I'.il make another offer. Iff you could write a list
of 20 questions, I might be able to get Nakamura to do some-
thing about it.

JB: Ape you interested in the depletion of savings?

US: We're interested, but it's difficult to get. We
may be able to gel the mali l-order house sales and also the

postal accountis.




