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August 26, 19 2̂ 

Dear Dr* Lowi e: -

Af t er l ong l ast I  am abl e to send t o you my pr omi sed 
r epor t .  I  i ncl ude i n i t onl y a suggest i on of some of t he 
doi ngs at G- i l a whi ch I  have obser ved. Af t er you have r ead 
t hi s r epor t ,  I  shal l  be i nt er est ed i n knowi ng whi ch i t ems 
you t hi nk I  ought par t i cul ar l y t o emphasi ze.  Whi l e I  r eal i ze 
t hat al l  t he i nf or mat i on t hat I  can get i s i mpor t ant ,  i t 
may be t hat I  shal l  be i n a posi t i on t o st ress one t r ai t 
mor e t han anot her ,  as,  f or exampl e,  the mat t er of gar dens 
and shr i nes connect ed wi t h r el i gi ous wor shi p as agai nst t he 
i nt er nal  pol i t i cal  devel opment . 

I n a shor t whi l e I  shoul d be J oi ned by our J apanese 
obser ver s whom Mr s. Thomas has ar r anged t o send t o G- i l a. 
I  have no doubt t hat t hey wi l l  make t he pr obl ems conf r ont i ng 
me a bi t easi er .  Ther e i s a r at her def i ni t e r el uct ance on t he 
par t of t he J apanese her e t o answer quest i ons.  An ai r of 
t ensi on i s per vadi ng t he camp; I  have an i dea t hat t hi ngs wi l l  
not al ways pr odeed as peacef ul l y as now. The gener al  mood i s 
one of mar ked di ssat i sf act i on over t he l ack of pr epar at i ons. 
I  hope t hat t he openi ng of Camp I I  wi l l  somewhat r el i eve t he 
si t uat i on.  I  shal l  t r y t o keep i n as cl ose t ouch wi t h »uch 
si t uat i ons as I  can. 

Wi t h r egar d to t hi s r epor t : I  have t r i ed t o i ncl ude i n 
i t a summar y of t he t hi ngs I  have seen at Gi l a wi t hout goi ng 
i nt o t oo much speci f i c det ai l .  I  shoul d be gr at ef ul  t o you 
f or suggest i ons as t o how you l i ke t hese r epor t s.  Woul d you 
desi r e mor e det ai l  and a di f f er ent t ype of pr esent at i on? 
The case hi st or y f ol l ows, I  know, a pr et t y st abl e bi ogr aphi cal  
pat t er n.  I  r eal i ze t hat I  shoul d get mor e det ai l  on Sam*s 
dai l y l i f e.  I  do t hi nk t hat Sam i s qui t e t ypi cal  as a t ype 
of r ur al  Ni sei .  

I  shal l  appr eci at e your gi vi ng t he encl osed copi es to 
Mr s. Thomas f or her f i l es.  I  shal l  be gl ad to hear f r om you 
r egar di ng t hi s r epor t . 

gi  nr> V 



Gi l a WRA Rel ocat i on Cent er 
Ri ver s,  Ar i zona 

Sept ember 13, 1942 

Dr . R. H. Lowi e 
Depa r t ment of Ant hr opol ogy 
Uni ver si t y of Cal i f or ni a 
Ber kel ey,  Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Dr .  Lowi e : 

I  have compl et ed a r at her l engt hy l et t er t o Mr s. Thomas 
i n whi ch I  out l i ned a number of t he r at her st ar t l i ng changes 
whi ch have suddenl y t aken pl ace her e at Gi l a.  For t unat el y,  my 
wor k here at Gi l a has been pr ogr essi ng r at her wel l  and I  have 
been abl e t o observe a good deal  of the J apanese ways of l i f e 
even under t hese r at her adverse and over cr owded ci r cumst ances. 
Up unt i l  now, as you r emar ked i n your r ecent l et t er ,  I  have 
met wi t h t he hear t i est cooper at i on f r om Mr . and Mr s. Smi t h 
and the rest of t hei r st af f .  

Unf or t unat el y however ,  Mr . Smi t h has seen f i t t o r esi gn 
hi s posi t i on as di r ect or of t he Gi l a pr oj ect .  The f ai l ur e of 
a pol i t i cal l y mi nded cent r al  of f i ce t o cooperat e wi t h t he 
pr act i cal  needs of t he st af f her e as wel l  as i ncr eased mi l i t ar y 
cont r ol  have combi ned t o make Mr , Smi t h a bi t t er l y di sappoi nt ed 
man. These f act or s,  pl us hi s own i l l  heal t h,  have necessi t at ed 

f hi s r esi gnat i on and hi s r et ur n t o Al buquer que,  Mr . Smi t h has 
'  been r epl aced t empor ar i l y by Mr . Fr yer ,  hi s super i or f r om the 

r egi onal  of f i ce.  Unf or t unat el y,  Mr . Fr yer has f or r easons of 
hi s own, opposed our st udy f r om t he begi nni ng and has obj ect ed 
to obser ver s bei ng pl aced i n t he var i ous r el ocat i on cent er s. 
Mr s. Smi t h i nf or ms me t hat the changed si t uat i on may cause me 
to have to l eave my wor k here f or at l east as l ong as Mr . Fr yer 
i s i n char ge. I  hope t hat t hi s wi l l  not be so but I  am t ol d t hat 
Mr . Fr yer has been most out spoken i n hi s di sappr oval  of our 
pr oj ect .  The change whi ch i s about t o occur wi l l  have r at her 
f ar r eachi ng ef f ect s on admi ni st r at i ve pol i cy.  I  doubt ver y 

|  much i f anot her admi ni st r at or wi l l  have Mr . and Mr s. Smi t h' s 
I  benevol ence and under st andi ng.  I  r egr et ver y much l osi ng so 

pl easant an associ at i on.  I n the mai n, Mr . Smi t h ha s been 
popul ar wi t h the evacuees.  A changed admi ni st r at i ve st af f ,  
coupl ed wi t h st r i ct er mi l i t ar y cont r ol  may arouse a state of 
r i ot i n a communi t y whi ch up unt i l  now has been peacef ul  and 
cooper at i ve however har d the l i f e may have been t o bear . 

Nat ur al l y,  I  shal l  keep you and Mr s. Thomas i nf ar med 
as t o my pr ospect s her e. I  hope t hat t hey wi l l  be f avor abl e. 

Today, at the dedi cat i on of t he Buddhi st chur ch i n Camp 
I ,  I  was* asked t o dr i ve a number of pr i est s f r om t he second 
camp. Wi t h t hem, and act i ng as i nt er pr et er ,  was a young man 
who t ur ned out to be your f or mer houseboy, George Mat sur a. 
We were bot h del i ght ed t o see each ot her .  I  l ook f or war d to 
a number of pl easant conver sat i ons wi t h George i n t he near 
f ut ur e.  I  ur ged hi m to communi cat e wi t h you, knowi ng of your 

i nt er est i n hi m. 



o 
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I  am i n the mi dst of pr epar i ng a second r epor t 
whi ch shoul d be i n your hands shor t l y,  I  shal l  hol d 
i t ,  however ,  i f my t empor ar y r et ur n t o Ber kel ey may 
become necessar y.  I  hope t hat I  can i r on out the 
di f f i cul t i es wi t h Mr . Fr yer . 

I n the l ast f ew days we have had sever al  vi si t or s. 
Dr .  J ohn P. Embr ee vi si t ed us f or a f ew days l ast week. 
I  was most i nt er est ed i n hear i ng of hi s exper i ences wi t h 
t he J apanese i n hi s own f i el d wor k. He i s now a member of 
the WRA st af f and was on hi s way t o San Fr anci sco when he 
s t opped by her e. He sai d that he woul d pay you a vi si t ; 
per haps he has al r eady done so. Mr . Bl ai sdel l  of the 
I nt er nat i onal  House was her e yest er day.  He i s,  as you 
per haps know, t empor ar i l y empl oyed by the WRA as one 
of t he coor di nat or s of t he st udent r el ocat i on pr ogr am. 
He hoped to make avai l abl e to st udent s here some of the 
uni ver si t y ext ensi on wor k. Unf or t unat el y,  condi t i ons are 
not yet r i pe f or t hi s ki nd of wor k. Ever y st udent of col l ege 
age and t r ai ni ng i s busi l y at wor k to make t he camps 
habi t abl e.  Mr . Fr yer asked Mr . Bl ai sdel l  t o r et ur n at a 
l at er t i me. 

As I  say, I  shal l  keep you i nf or med by l et t er or 
r epor t ,  of the event s of the next f ew days. 

My best wi shes to everyone i n the depar t ment . 

Ver y t r ul y your s 
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c/ o Mr . East bour ne Smi t h 

August 22, 1942 

Dear Dr .  Lowi e: -

Undoubt edl y you are wonder i ng why I  have not wr i t t en you 
sooner .  G-i l a has gi ven r i se to a number of pr obl ems, the set t l i ng 
of whi ch was necessar y bef or e any obser vat i ons as t o the l i f e at 
the cent er coul d be begun. The t r i p down her e i s di f f i cul t ,  
numer ous del ays bei ng met wi t h al ong the r out e.  Because of 
army t r af f i c I  was obl i ged to stop over a day i n Los Angel es 
and anot her i n Phoeni x.  You wi l l  r ecal l  t hat I  l ef t Berkel ey 
on Monday, August 10. I  di d not ar r i ve i n Gi l a unt i l  the f ol l ow-
i ng Thur sday.  I  shoul d mor e cor r ect l y say t hat I  ar r i ved i n 
Gool i dge, Ar i zona, whi ch i s a t own some t went y odd mi l es f rom 
the cent er i t sel f .  By t hat eveni ng, Mr s. Smi t h ( Dr .  Nan Cook, 
your f or mer Yal e pupi l ) had met me and i nt r oduced me to the rest 
of t he admi ni st r at i ve st af f .  Mr . Smi t h,  the pr oj ect di r ect or , 
was at t hat t i me i n San Fr anci sco,  havi ng been cal l ed t here on 
WRA busi ness.  The st af f at pr esent consi st s of ai des whose 
dut i es ent ai l  the var i ous admi ni st r at i ve t asks of management , 
wel f ar e,  housi ng, r ecr eat i on,  pol i ci ng,  and the l i ke.  I n addi t i on 
of cour se,  t here i s a medi cal  st af f ,  a l abor r epr esent at i ve f rom 
Farm Secur i t y Admi ni st r at i on,  and the var i ous member s of the army 
cor ps. The f or mer gr oup i s the onl y one under the di r ect i on of 
Mr . Smi t h and the onl y one wi t h whi ch I  shal l  have any di r ect 
cont act .  I n my repor t s t o you I  shal l  ment i on i n mor e det ai l  
the var i ous dut i es and f unct i ons of the st af f .  I  ment i on Mr s. 
Smi t h and her ai des now because f rom the very moment of my ar r i val  
I  was made aware of some of the di f f i cul t i es conf r ont i ng the 
f i el d wor ker at t hi s pr oj ect .  I n f act ,  the f i r st hi t ch i n my 
pl anned obser vat i ons arose f rom the admi ni st r at i on her e. Al t hough 
ver y ki nd and consi der at e,  i t was appar ent t hat XXKXKXl f l 5XX3HŜ  
mx &m& the staf f vi ewed my ar r i val  wi t h some al ar m, unquest i on-
abl y f ear i ng t hat I  woul d mer el y of f er t hem anot her pr obl em. The 
di f f i cul t i es of wor k her e wer e expl ai ned to me i mmedi at el y upon 
my ar r i val .  

The G-i l a cent er i s some si x mi l es f rom t he t own of Sacat on 
wher e the Pi ma I ndi an Agency i s l ocat ed. Most of the st af f ,  
i ncl udi ng the Smi t hs,  have to l i ve i n ei t her Gool i dge,  t went y mi l es 
f rom Sacat on, or i n Casa Gr ande, whi ch i s f i f t een mi l es away i n 
anot her di r ect i on.  No accommadat i ons are avai l abl e i n ei t her 
t own except at pr ohi bi t i ve r at es.  I t i s i mpossi bl e t o l i ve at 
Sacat on, si nce t hi s i s mer el y a post of f i ce,  wi t h per haps one or 
t wo adobe houses i n addi t i on to the I ndi an Agency and School .  
The di f f i cul t y i s t hat the cent er at Gi l a i s not yet f i ni shed. 
Bui l t to house 15, 000 peopl e i n t wo adj oi ni ng camps, i t i s t o be 
not ed t hat onl y one of t hese camps i s as yet r eady to hol d any 
evacuees.  The army began movi ng peopl e i n bef or e adequat e quar t er s 
were pr epar ed. The camp whi ch i s pr epar ed to house evacuees i s 
t he smal l er one, desi gned f or 5, 000 peopl e.  Thi s i s t he so- cal l ed 
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Gamp I .  Appar ent l y t hose who are i n charge of r eset t l ement on 
t he coast and i n t he San Fr anci sco of f i ces are havi ng t o f ace 
pol i t i cal  pr essur es whi ch demand t he empt yi ng of the assembl y 
cent ers as soon as possi bl e.  When I  ar r i ved, t here wer e 6, 700 
peopl e i n unf i ni shed quar t er s desi gned f or 5, 000. Evacuat i on 
and r eset t l ement i n t he cent er her e began J ul y 20, har dl y a mont h 
ago. The admi ni st r at i on has been har d put t o i t to house the 
i ncomi ng peopl e.  At t hi s wr i t i ng t here are 8, 200 peopl e i n a 
space pr ovi ded f or 5, 000 and t hat not compl et ed.  E, rery avai l abl e 
space must be devot ed to housi ng the evacuees wi t h t he resul t 
t hat t here i s no space t o house t he admi ni st r at i on.  The st af f 
of f i ces are l ocat ed t empor ar i l y at t he I ndi an Agency of f i ces but 
t hese must be vacat ed by t he begi nni ng of t he Fal l  semest er i n a 
f ew days. The staf f has no quar t er s out si de of the t wo t owns 
I  ment i oned and no pr ovi si on i s made f or f eedi ng the st af f whi l e 
at the cent er .  Unf or t unat el y,  the same r est r i ct i ons wi l l  appl y 
t o me. 

On the day af t er my ar r i val  I  vi si t ed the cent er .  The 
cr owded condi t i ons are r at her appal l i ng.  No possi bi l i t y of 
any soci al  or pol i t i cal  devel opment s coul d as yet ar i se.  I  had 
the oppor t uni t y to speak wi t h Dr .  Kor a, t he assi st ant pr oj ect 
di r ect or on t he subj ect of my r emai ni ng her e. Bot h Dr .  Kor n and 
Mr s. Smi t h advi sed me t o begi n my wor k at some ot her cent er and 
to r et ur n to G- i l a at some ot her t i me when condi t i ons wer e mor e 
f avor abl e f or such wor k as we cont empl at e.  Al t hough I  sai d at 
the t i me t hat I  pr ef er r ed to remai n and t hat I  woul d cooper at e 
i n ever y way wi t h t he st af f i n char ge, Dr .  Kor n def i ni t el y st at ed 
t hat he bel i eved t hat I  woul d be bet t er of f el sewher e. 
I  accor di ngl y t el ephoned Mr s. Thomas i n Ber kel ey aski ng f or her 
advi ce.  For t unat el y,  she managed to cl ear wi t h Mr . Gover l ey of 
the WRA wi t h the r esul t t hat I  was gi ven a vi r t ual  car t e bl anche 
so f ar as r emai ni ng at the G- i l a cent er was concer ned. The wor k 
t o be done i n t hese ear l y st ages wi l l  undoubt edl y be i mpor t ant 
i nasmuch as the begi nni ngs of the communi t y wi l l  af f ect so mar kedl y 
i ts'  l at er devel opment .  The f i r st chur ch servi ces wer e hel d her e 
dur i ng the f i r st weekend I  was her e. Unf or t unat el y,  I  was i l l  at 
the t i me, t he resul t pr obabl y of change of wat er and cl i mat e,  and 
was awai t i ng Dr .  Thomas* repl y t o my t el ephone message. By t he 
17t h I  was wel l  est abl i shed,  however ,  and had begun some observat i ons 
and r esear ch.  I n accor dance wi t h ojar pol i cy of cooper at i ng wi t h 
t he WRA admi ni st r at i on I  was asked l ast Tuesday t o t ake a boy back 
t o Fr esno, Cal i f or ni a f or servi ces at t he f uner al  of hi s mot her who 
had di ed i n the hospi t al  t her e.  I  r et ur ned to G- i l a l ast ni ght 
af t er obt ai ni ng some excel l ent i nf or mat i on r egar di ng camp l i f e 
and a case hi st or y of a r epr esent at i ve r ur al  Ni sei .  My f i r st r epor t 
on l i f e at G- i l a wi l l  be i n your hands shor t l y.  I  woul d suggest 
t hat you cr i t i ci ze i t and I  shal l  appr eci at e suggest i ons as to 
poi nt s whi ch requi re f ul l er i nvest i gat i on i n t hese pr el i mi nar y 
mat t er s. 
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Because I  expect t o out l i ne mor e f ul l y t he si t uat i on at G-i l a 
i n t hi s r epor t I  shal l  not dupl i cat e the i nf or mat i on her e. I  
have made a sat i sf act or y set t l ement of my l i vi ng pr obl em and 
Dr . Thomas has agr eed to send me adequat e f ood. I  am most gr at ef ul  
to her f or her hel p i n ar r angi ng t he pol i t i cal  det ai l s of my st ay 
her e. For t unat el y,  I  can go and come as I  pl ease i n t he camp 
even t hough the wor k of al l  Caucasi ans her e i s done under r at her 
adver se ci r cumst ances.  For t unat el y,  XXXMXX I  am abl e t o l i ve at 
t he cent er and I  am t hankf ul  to Mr s . Smi t h f or pr ovi di ng me wi t h 
an ar my cot .  I  shal l  descr i be i n some det ai l  al l  of Gi l a t hat 
t hi s ear l y st age and f ew days wi l l  al l ow. I  hope t hat you wi l l  
bear wi t h me unt i l  I  can wr i t e up t he r at her good case hi st or y I  
obt ai ned f rom the l ad I  escor t ed. 

Thi s has been a most hur r i ed l et t er wr i t t en wi t h t he hope t hat 
i t wi l l  expl ai n t o you some of the pr obl ems her e. I  am sor ry not 
t o have wr i t t en sooner but I  hope t hat t he f ol l owi ng r epor t wi l l  
j ust i f y my si l ence. 

Mr s . Smi t h wi shes t o be most ki ndl y r emember ed t o you. She 
and her husband have been most hel pf ul  and cooper at i ve and are 
ver y i nt er est ed i n t he pr oposed pl ans of our st udy. As I  sai d, 
i t was Mr s. Smi t h' s honest bel i ef t hat mor e coul d be accompl i shed 
by my vi si t i ng Manzanar or Tul e Lake. I  am however ,  so gl ad t hat 
I  am abl e t o r emai n her e. 

Si ncer el y » 
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Dr .  Rober t H.  Lowi e 
Depar t ment of  Ant hropol ogy 
Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f orni a 
Ber kel ey,  Cal i f orni a 

Dear Dr .  Lowi es 

I  shoul d l i ke t o drop you a l i ne or t wo t o say how much al l  
of  us here enj oyed havi ng you and Mrs* Lowi e wi t h us dur i ng t he 
past week» I  real i ze t hat t he exper i ence was wor t hwhi l e f or you,  
and I  hope t hat you were as comf or t abl e as coul d be under t he ci r -
cumst ances.  I  went t o t he Kawamot o weddi ng and recept i on af t er I  
l ef t  you l ast Thur sday and f ound i t  qui te enl i ght eni ng i nasmuch as 
i t  was t he f i rst Buddhi st weddi ng t hat I  had at t ended.  Our f r i end,  
Reverend Ochi ,  of f i ci at ed.  I  hope t hat you and Mr s.  Lowi e were 
comf or t abl e i n CaBa Grande and t hat you had no di f f i cul t y i n ar-
rangi ng your t r anspor t at i on.  By t hi s t i me,  you have probabl y be-
come adj ust ed to a new semest er once mor e.  Agai n,  may I  say t hat 
I  am gl ad t hat you f ound t i me and oppor t uni t y t o be abl e t o vi si t  
her e.  Si nce your depar t ur e,  I  have f ound my rel at i ons wi t h such 
peopl e as Le Bar r on much i mpr oved.  

Si nce your depar t ur e,  t he t op has real l y bl own of f  of  t hi ngs 
down her e.  The meet i ngs whi ch were hel d dur i ng t he week regardi ng 
Army enl i st ment di d not seem t o produce any sat i sf act ory r esul t ,  
and t he Ki bei  Cl ub cont i nued t o be act i ve.  On Tuesday,  t he FBI  
moved i n and apprehended t went y- ei ght of  t he subversi ve I ssei  and 
Ki bei  l eaders and t ook t hem of f  of  t he proj ect t o be pl aced i n i n-
t ernment camps.  George Yamashi r o,  whom you wi l l  r emember ,  was among 
t hose t aken.  Tuesday af t ernoon her e,  t here was a great deal  of  ex-
ci t ement ,  and I  was very much af rai d t hat a general  r i ot or upr i si ng 
woul d t ake pl ace.  Si nce t hen,  however ,  t he communi t y has t aken 
anot her t urn and t he si t uat i on i s ver y,  very qui et i ndeed.  

The answers t o quest i ons 27 and 28,  whi ch you wi l l  remember 
as bei ng di scussed i n t he meet i ng we at t ended,  are st i l l  bei ng an-
swered i n t he negat i ve.  The f act t hat agi t at ors and l eaders of  t he 
opposi t i on were removed f rom t he communi t y has seemi ngl y had l i t t l e 
ef f ect .  I t  i s my own opi ni on t hat t he real  l eadershi p has not as 
yet been t ouched.  I  have j ust compl et ed a l engt hy and det ai l ed ac-
count of  the si t uat i on and have f orwarded i t  t o Dr .  Thomas.  I  i n-
cl ude a carbon copy of  t hi s l et t er wi t h your own,  gi vi ng t he det ai l s 
of  the si t uat i on.  

On t he day f ol l owi ng your depar t ur e,  our st reak of  del i ght f ul  
Spr i ng weat her began,  and we have had pl easant ,  sunny,  cl oudl ess 
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days ever si nce.  I  am sorry that you had to be i nvol ved i n the col d 
spel l  and i n t he dust st orms.  I t  i s real l y much more pl easant here 
now.  

I  shal l  l ook f orward t o hear i ng f rom you regardi ng any ques-
t i ons or comments you may wi sh t o br i ng up regardi ng thi s si t uat i on.  
I  hope t o see you i n Berkel ey wi t hi n a f ew weeks.  Pl ease gi ve my 
best regards t o Mr s.  Lowi e.  

Very_t rul y your s,  

Encl osure 
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Gi l a Rel ocat i on Cent er 
Ri ver s,  Ar i zona 

Apr i l  19, 1943 

Dr . Rober t H. Lowi e 
Depar t ment of Anthropol ogy-
Uni ver si t y of Cal i f or ni a 
Ber kel ey,  Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Dr .  Lowi e 

As Dr .  Thomas may have t ol d you, Ki kuchi  l ef t l ast week f or 
Chi cago t o wor k f or us t her e on the pr obl ems of r eset t l ement * Of 
cour se, I  f eel  hi s depar t ur e keenl y; not onl y was he a hi ghl y val ued 
source of i nf or mat i on but al so a very good f r i end* Pr i or to hi s 
goi ng Ki kuchi  and I  wor ked t oget her on a r epor t ent i t l ed "Evacuee 
and Admi ni st r at i ve I nt er r el at i onshi ps" .  Thi s i s j ust about r eady 
t o be sent t o Ber kel ey but unf or t unat el y,  i t cont ai ns r ef er ences t o 
so many bul l et i ns,  r epor t s,  et c.  of whi ch we coul d onl y obt ai n one 
copy, t hat onl y one copy i s avai l abl e.  I  shal l  send t hi s t o Dr . 
Thomas and shal l  ask her t o pass i t on to you f or your per usal  when 
she has seen i t .  I  hope t hat t hi s wi l l  be sat i sf act ory to you. 

Ki kuchi  and I  have been qui t e busi l y occupi ed on t hi s r epor t 
and have come out wi t h a vol umi nous,  i f not hi ng el se,  pr oduct i on. 
Thi s,  I  t hi nk, wi l l  expl ai n my si l ence f or t hese past f ew weeks. 
I n t he r epor t we have made an at t empt to anal yze each of the admi n-
i st r at i ve depar t ment s and t he r el at i on of t hese depar t ment s t o t he 
evacuee popul at i on.  We have out l i ned the f or mal  st r uct ur e,  t he br i ef 
hi st or y,  t he per sonnel ,  and t he evacuee at t i t udes t owar d the r espect i ve 
di vi si on.  I n t he r epor t on Mess Oper at i ons I  had a copy of one sec t i m 
made f or you r el at i ve t o some of t he mess hal l  habi t s.  Wi t h t hi s one 
except i on we have di gr essed pr et t y f ar f rom t he f i el d of ant hr opol ogy. 
I  know however ,  t hat you wi l l  be i nt er est ed i n our r epor t i n vi ew 
of t he r ol e pl ayed by t he admi ni st r at i on i n the devel opment of t he 
communi t y.  The br i ef sect i on I  ment i on i s i ncl uded wi t h t hi s l et t er . 

Thank you f or your r ecent l et t er .  I  was sur pr i sed t hat Wal l ace 
was t aken i n the dr af t .  He has an eye condi t i on f ar wor se t han mi ne. 
Nat ur al l y,  I  am a bi t concer ned over my chances f or r emai ni ng on the 
study and I  r ef er agai n t o t he mat t er of my accept ance i nto t he 
Ar my J apanese Language School  wher e El mendor f i s.  I  have been accept ed 
i nt o the school  and am unabl e t o make a deci si on as yet .  I  hat e t o 
l eave you and Dr . Thomas i n a hol e,  so t o speak and I  know t hat i t 
woul d be di f f i cul t f or anyone el se t o pi ck up i mmedi at el y wher e I  
l eave of f .  At the same t i me, I  di sl i ke t he possi bi l i t y of bei ng 
dr af t ed i nto some br anch of t he servi ce i n whi ch I  have no i nt er est 
and t he oppor t uni t y of r eal l y l ear ni ng J apanese i s t o me at l east , 
qui t e at t r act i ve.  Dr .  Thomas i s convi nced t hat I  can avoi d t he army 
dur i ng t he year at any r at e,  al t hough I  am not so hopef ul .  The pr o-
gr am now under way seems t o i nt ensi ve and I  t hi nk i t doubt f ul  t hat 
I  coul d r emai n wi t h t he study beyond J ul y.  I  am, as you see, some-
what i n a quandar y,  al t hough I  do not as yet have to make a deci si on. 
I  shal l  r ecei ve f or mal  not i ce f rom t he l anguage school  of my accept ane 
soon. Unt i l  t hen, I  can consi der the possi bi l i t i es.  My accept ance i s 
as yet i nf or mal ,  al t hough t he commandant of the school  assur ed me 
t hat I  woul d be admi t t ed. 



I n t he meant i me I  shal l  go on here unt i l  I  have to deci de» 
Wi t h Char l i e gone, I  pl an t o wor k out a f ew i t ems al one* I  want 
t o do a sampl i ng of sever al  r esi dence bl ocks and t o wr i t e a 
hi st or y of t hem whi ch wi l l  i nvol ve f ami l y r el at i onshi ps and 
adj ust ment s,  pr of essi onal  and occupat i onal  backgound, r el at i on 
of t he f ami l i es t o t he communi t y,  et c* Thi s wi l l  "be an C apar t 
ment to apar t ment survey whi ch I  can do t hr ough my good f r i ends, 
Hi ki da and Okuno and t hr ough sever al  bl ock manager f r i ends I  have* 
Hi ki da and Okuno, by t he way, send t hei r r egar ds.  I n par t ,  t hi s 
study wi l l  ent ai l  case anal yses of t he ki nd I  st i l l  wor k on and 
never seem t o be abl e t o f i ni sh* Ther e are ur ban and r ur al  bl ocks 
wi t h di f f er ent backgr ounds,  i nt er est s,  and or gani zat i on* I  t hi nk 
t hat a study of t hi s ki nd wi l l  be most hel pf ul  t o an under st andi ng 
of t he communi t y i n gener al * 

I  have not f or got t en your book at Ochi ' s.  I  haven* t seen 
t he bi shop f or several  weeks but shal l  cal l  on hi m t omor r ow. I  
wi l l  see t hat you r ecei ve t he book when he f i ni shes i t ,  as he 
pr obabl y has by t hi s t i me. 

We have had an i nt er est i ng Buddhi st f est i val  i n whi ch Geor ge 
and hi s f ami l y pl ayed a pr omi nent par t * Of t hi s,  t oget her wi t h an 
el abor at e f uner al ,  I  have f ul l  not es* 

Thi s i s about al l  t he news I  have. Pl ease r emember me t o 
Mr s . Lowi e and to what r emai ns of t he depar t ment * 



Rober t F� Spencer 
G- i l a Ri ver Rel ocat i on Gent er 
Ri ver s,  Ar i zona 

Apr i l  22, 1943 

Dr . Rober t H. Lowi e 
Depar t ment of Anthropol ogy-
Uni ver si t y of Cal i f or ni a 
Ber kel ey,  Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Dr .  Lowi e 

I  wi sh to wr i t e t hi s "bri ef not e t o i nf orm you of my deci si on 
r el at i ve to my ent r ance i nt o t he Mi l i t ar y I nt el l i gence Language 
School « Af t er some del i ber at i on,  t he gi st of whi ch I  ment i oned 
i n a l et t er to you ear l i er t hi s week, I  deci ded agai nst ent er i ng 
t he l anguage school » Accor di ngl y,  I  wi r ed to t he commandi ng of f i cer 
at For t Savage yest er day and r equest ed t hat my appl i cat i on f or 
admi ssi on be wi t hdr awn. 

The oppor t uni t y t o do wor k here i s,  I  bel i eve,  of gr eat er 
advant age not onl y t o me but to the war ef f or t as a whol e� I  hear 
f rom El mendor f ,  cur r ent l y enr ol l ed i n the same school ,  t hat the 
study of J apanese i s subor di nat ed to mi l i t ar y r egi men and t hat the 
t i me spent i s not al t oget her ,  i n hi s opi ni on,  wor t h whi l e.  I n 
consi der i ng al l  t hese f act or s I  have deci ded to r emai n wi t h the 
Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement st udy. Too l i t t l e t i me was al l owed me 
t o sever my connect i on wi t h you and Dr . Thomas and I  f eel  t oo, 
now t hat Char l es Ki kuchi  has l ef t f or Chi cago, t he study woul d 
suf f er consi der abl e i f G- i l a wer e to r emai n unsuper vi sed.  I  bel i eve 
t hat my deci si on was a wi se one and t hat I  shal l  not r egr et i t .  
Of cour se,  I  shal l  have to t ake my chances wi t h the dr af t i n J ul y 
but I  know t hat you and Dr . Thomas wi l l  l end suppor t i n my appeal  
f or def er ment . 

Dr .  Kr oeber has wr i t t en me out l i ni ng pl ans f or the devel op-
ment of an army pr ogr am at the Uni ver si t y.  I  have wr i t t en back 
expr essi ng my i nt er est .  As you know, t hese pl ans are i n a most 
nebul ous st at e,  but I  hope t hat somet hi ng can be made of t hem. 
Dr . Kr oeber ,  t oo, ment i ons t hat he may be abl e t o exer t some 
pr essur e on my dr af t boar d. 

The staf f here j oi ns wi t h me i n ext endi ng r egar ds t o Mr s . 

Lowi e and t o you. 

Ver y t rul y your s, 


