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J anuary 8, 1946 

Dear Diolcs 

Thanks so much for sendi ng the second i nstal l ment 
of your r epor t . I t i s excel l ent l y wr i t ten and gi ves j ust 
the sort of data that I had hoped you woul d get* There 
are a few minor poi nt s: 

On page 20: I don't understand the f i r st two l i nes 
of the t el et ype. What does Myer mean, "t her e may be some 
peopl e who may want to be removed from the army's cl eared 
l i s t ." 

Page 22, second paragraph: I thi nk the word shoul d 
be "unnecessary" rather than "necessar y." 

Page 32: There i s a very i nt er est i ng di f fer ence 
between Poston and Topaz in the newspaper publ i ci t y gi ven 
to the cl osi ng of the centers* The Topaz Times has a head-
l i ne sayi ng that the center wi l l  be cl osed In si x months. 
I have al ready had pani cky l et ter s from one or two I ssei 
there who assume that they must come back to the Coast al -
most i mmedi atel y« 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 
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J anuary 13, 1946 

Bear Di ck, 
# 

I wrote the enc l osed to Mr« Bl al sdel l « X hope i t i s sat i s-
f ac t o r y , î d you your sel f  appl y to l i ve t her e? X suggest 
that i t might be a good i dea* 

X was gl ad to get more of your manuscr i pt * and am awai t i ng 
wi th great ant i ci pat i on the sec t i on on at t i t udes. 

The si t uat i on at Mi ni doka seems rather di s t ur bed, ( Humor 
throughout Tul e Lakes so much r esi stence at Mi ni doka that 
mar t i al  l aw had been decl ared* Has that rumor turned up at 
Fost on?) Xnu repor ts are becoming more numeroust a tombstone 
was set up for the "grave of  the nat i onal  t r ai t or s*, i ncl udi ng 
Tutfl l * 

Hankey repor ts conf i dent i al  I nformat i on to the ef fect that 
onl y 90 peopl e are on the stop l i st at Tul e Lake, al though many 
indi vi dual  excl usi on orders are bei ng i ssued« The Department 
of J ust i ce representat i ve sai d some 5000 requests for r enunci at i on 
of ol t l senshi p have been r ecei ved, but Hankey i s not yet sure whether 
that oovers al l  proj ects or onl y Tul e Lake« 

X spent two days l i st eni ng to a l ot of hot ai r at the Fai r 
Pl ay Committee conference« X met a good economl o i nformant« 
one S« Xubo of ?enryn* Accor di ng to hi s record he i s a j u& ni sei , 
al though 49 years of age« Do you know anythi ng about hi m? 
He was at Tul e Lake, then J erome, now 011a( bl ock 45)« 

X am begi nni ng the process of evi ct i on of a Negro tenant of 
a house i n Oakl and for ffaj ima* A very compl i cated si tuat i on« 
Al so, si gni f i cant l y, X am begi nni ng to get worr i ed l et ter s from 
f r i ends of Xasel  f r i ends. ( Aot t al l y, X had onl y two Xssel  fami l i es 
whom X knew at al l  wel l )« My contacts of thi s personal  nature. : 
have suddenl y, i n two weeks, i ncreased from two fami l i es to wt»»- -̂ »̂ 
Al l  seem to face the same problems the Hl sel  chi l dr en are i n the 
Army or have rel ocated to the Bast« The ohl l dren want the parents 
to come east« The parents woul d l i ke to return to Cal i f or ni a, 
but f eel  very Insecure about prospects* 

Al though they have not yet si gned on the dot ted l i ne, the 
Rockefel l er group have i ndi cated that we wi l l  get fur ther support 
from them« 

X am engaged i n devi ous pol i t i cal  mani pul at i ons re soci ol ogy, 
vel opi ng a "sc i ent i f i c" pressure group to combat a *phi l osophi cal " 

ssure group whi ch has suddenl y devel oped and al most caught us 
rares« 

Si ncerel y your s, 
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J anuar y 26, 1945 

Dear  Di cks 

I am enc l os i ng excer pt s from a l et t er wr i t ten 
by Dr . SuskI to L oui s e� I don' t  qui te see what we 
can do about t h i s manuscr i pt of Mr« Saegusa* On the 
other hand, I  t hi nk we can def i ni t el y get Suskl *s own 
hi st or y and have Loui se wr i te up the whol e fami l y 
hi st or y, I f I t I s consi dered desi r abl e« I woul d be 
gl ad to have any oomments from you that you care t o make« 

Morton Is in Washi ngton and i s get t i ng very Im-
portant mater i al  on the admi ni st rat i ve st ruggl es that are 
now goi ng on* There i s a three- way conf l i c t , wi th WRA, 
J ust i ce Department and the Army al l  i nvol ved* The J ust i ce 
Department i s goi ng to put consi der abl e pressure to have 
Myer al t er hi s pol i cy r egardi ng the centers and they are 
prepared to recommend a program that wi l l  al l ow r esi -
dents of any center to stay under government custody I f 
they wi sh to* The di f f i cul t y has been brought to a head 
by the si tuat i on at Tul e L ake, where 6,000 out of a 
possi bl e 7, 250 c i t i zens have appl i ed to renounce ci t i -
zenshi p* The J ust i ce Department bl ames t hi s di r ect l y 
on %HA pol i cy in respect to cl osi ng the centers* They 
cl ai m that the net r esul t wi l l  be the cl osi ng of WRA 
centers but the f i l l i ng up of al i en detent i on camps« 
The J ust i ce Department i s very much worr i ed for fear the 
wave of renounci ng ci t i zenshi p wi l l  spread from one camp 
to another* So f ar , there have been very few appl i cat i ons 
from any of the other camps* 

The addi t i onal  pages of your manuscr i pt were re-
cei ved and read wi th great I nt er est * You are get t i ng 
ext r aor di nar i l y Important observat i ons on the Army hear -
i ngs* Thi s report that you are wr i t i ng I s cer t ai nl y one 
of the most Important documents that anyone on the Study 
has yet prepared* I l ook forward eager l y to the fol l ow- up. 
I f there I s anythi ng that you want Morton to get for you 
from the Washi ngton end that has not been ment i oned up to 
thi s t i me, wr i te to hi m, ai r mai l , c /o WRA, Bar r Bui l di ng 
and mark the l et t er "For Personal  At t ent i on�* 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swal ne Thomas 

Encl osure -



J anuar y 31, 1945 

Dear  Dor ot hy: 

Re: The excer pt s f r om Loui se 

I  bel i eve t hat  i t  mi ght  be best  t o f or get  about  t he 

m/s by Saegusa. P .ML Ts l i f e s t or y woul d be ver y 

i nt er es t i ng, es pec i al l y i n vi ew of  t he pauc i t y of  

case hi s t o r i es by I s s ei  avai l abl e f o r  t he St udy . For  

a r easonabl e pr i c e, we ought  t o t r y t o get  i t . L oui se 

has f o l l owed Char l i e ' s t echni cue so l ong t hat  she 

ought  t o know what  ar e val uabl e i n case h i s t o r i es . I f  

she di r ec t ed edi t i ng i n or der  t o el i mi nat e ext r aneo us 

mat er i al  ( I s s ei  ar e l i k el y t o put  a l o t  of  j unk i n 

t hei r  l i f e s t o r i es . ) , i t  woul d t ur n out  t o be ver y 

wor t hwhi l e. Of  cour se, you must  r emember  t hat  P. M. 

was one of  t he "l i ber a l s " among t he o l der  J apanese 

and was at ypi cal  of  h i s age gr oup. S t i l l , i t  woul d 

OWi  
be of  Val ue as r epr esent i ng hi  s gr oup. 

Q i n c e r e  ̂ youp?s, 

P'. S . as I  under s t and, t he I s s ei  doct or s cannot  ob-

t ai n t hei r  l i c ens es i n ot her  St at es because of  enemy 

al i en s t at us . They have Cal i f o r ni a l i c ens es , but  t he 

r ec i pr ocal  agr eement  of  t he St at e Boar ds does not  appl y 

t o t hem, t hey say . 
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February 6, 1945 

Dear Di cks 

Addi t i onal  page a of your report have been coining 
In and they are oer tal nl y f ul l  of si gni f i cant i nsi ght s, 
I am encl osi ng for your i nformati on a l et ter j ust r ecei ved 
from Mor ton. Pl ease return i t for my f i l es as I don't 
want to take time to have i t copi ed. The reason I am 
get t i ng the 26 forms i s that I want to have data on the 
Kl bel  status et c. recorded on my car ds, and si nce Washing-
ton seems wi l l i ng to l end us the forma I thi nk we can get 
other si gni f i cant det ai l s in addi t i on to those that we 
have. The r eal  purpose of my encl osi ng the l et t er , however , 
i s for you to note the other mater i al  that we are get t i ng 
from Spl cer whi ch, appar ent l y, shoul d be sent back to hi m 
before too l ong. I f your pl ana are r eal l y ahapi ng up ao 
that you want to pay a ahort vl ai t to Ber kel ey, woul dn't  
i t be a good i dea to come here at the end of February or 
the f i r at of March to l ook over t hl a, as wel l  as the vast 
amounts of other mater i al  that aeema to be pour i ng In« 
Note al ao Mor ton'a aucceaa in get t i ng documentat i on on 
the i mportant conf l l ct a that are now taki ng pl ace adml nl a-
t r at l vel y. 

Char l i e l a here for the month, and we are worki ng 
hard on hl a case hl at or l ea. 

The oopy of the DeWl tt report whi ch you ordered 
haa J ust ar r i ved. You owe me $3.95. TJ nless you i nst ruct 
me other wi se, I wi l l  hol d the report here for you, but i f 
you want i t we can send I t on i mmedi atel y. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 

Snol osure 



Febr uar y 6, 1945 

Dear  Dor ot hy: 

Re: A l l  Cent er  Conf er ence at  Sal t  Lake Ci t y : 

Thi ngs ar e movi ng f as t  her e. Bl ocks hel d t hei r  re-

spect i ve meet i ngs and appr oved t he pl an of  t he 

Communi t y Counci l  t o send t wo del egat es f r om Uni t  I  

t o t he conf er ence. They al so appr oved t he pl an of  

t he Uni t  I  Local  Counci l  t o sel ec t  t he del egat es . 

For  t he f i r s t  t i me i n t he hi s t o r y , t he del egat es ar e 

t o be el ect ed a gener al  el ec t i on hp t he r es i dent s 

at  l ar ge. Ei ght een men wer e sel ec t ed f or  t he nomi n-

at i on commi t t ee ni ne Counoi l men and ni ne Bl ock 

Manager s. My name had been pr omi nent  f or  somet i me 

some of  t he bl ock meet i ngs i nst ur ut ed t hei r  Coun-

ci l men t o put  my name on t he bal l ot s I  am i n a 

hel l  of  f i x . So , I  i ns t r uc t ed t he Manager s on t he 

Nomi nat i on Commi t t ee t o er a*e my name f r om t he ©an-

di dat e  ̂ >� seven candi dat es . They act ed accor di ng 

t o t he or der . But  ei ght  vot es went  i n f r om t he 

Counci l men on t he commi t t ee and I  got  i n among t he 

candi dat es . The gener al  el ec t i on wi l l  be hel d on 

Febr uar y 7 (t omor r ow). I  have Bl ock Manager s ' meet -

i ng t hi s af t er noon. I  have t o t amper  wi t h t he el ec-

t i on by coachi ng t he Manager s so t hat  I  won't  be el ect -

ed. You wi l l  be sur pr i sed wi t h t he bi g name ô n ĥ s f  

bal l ot s M. Qf i amoto, Ayaka Takahashi , M. Nagai , 



2 

"Dr . " Suzuk i , G. I s eda, Yoshi t ar o Kat o , and Ni shi mot o. 

The WRA i s sur pr i sed nov; t hat  t he peopl e her e deci d-

ed t o hol d a gener al  el ec t i on; t hey had t hought  t hat  

t he peopl e woul d not  sel ec t  i s t r ong, r epr esent at i ve 

del egat es . The del egat es wi l l  be i ns t r uc t ed t o t he 

conf er ence by t he bl ock r eso l ut i ons most  of  t hem 

went  on r ecor d t o r equest  "s t at us quo" (Thi s sounds 

l i k e Tul e L ak e. ) 

I  wi l l  i nf or m you of  l at er  devel opment s. 

Re: The r epr esent at i ve of  t he Spani sh Consul  

Capt . Mar t i n came yest er day and l ef t  t hi s mor ni ng. 

He s ai d t hat  t hi s was a r out i ne v i s i t . Most  of  t he 

r equest s wer e t hose concer ned wi t h t he c l osur e of  

t he cent er  and t he st at us of  t he Bfl emy al i en des i r -

i ng t o be det ai ned. Mat t  i n consul t ed wi t h t he Span-

i sh Embassy over  t el ephone and agr eed t o at t end t he 

Sal t  Lake Ci t y conf er ence on Febr uar y 20. (The con-

f er ence i s f r om F eb. 16 t o 23. ) 

Thi s i s a qui t e i nt er es t i ng wor l d, t hi s Pos t on, 

i f  you donTt  weaken. 

Si nc er el y your s , 



February 11, 1945 

Dear  I >or ot hy: 

He: Mor t on's l et t er . Don' t  copy any of  P r ench l s r epo r t s . 

I  have ever y one of  t hem wi t h me. Bes i des , much of  hi s t r end 

r epor t s ar e t he r esul t  of  my c l ose c o l l abor at i ons . 

Re: My t r i p t o Ber k el ey . I  woul d l i ke t o make i t , but  

I  c an't  f or  t he sake of  Post on and t he E and R St udy . Her e i s 

t he r eason: 

On Febr uar y 14 - -  t he Post on del egat es l eave f o r  Sal t  
l ake Ci t y 

Febr uar y 16 -  23 A l l  Cent er  Conf er ence. The del egat es 
ar e t ak i ng a secr et ar y (Mat subar a of  t he Execut i ve Boar d) 
who wi l l  send r epor t s dai l y by t el egr am and ai r  mai l . The 
i nf or mat i on i s expect ed t o be di ssemi nat ed by me t o t he 
Post on r es i dent s da i l y . 

Pr obabl y Mar ch 1 The del egat es wi l l  make a r epor t  t o 
t he r es i dent s f r om t he Bl ock 4 out door  dt age. I  wi l l  
pr obabl y pr es i de unl ess I  s uc c es s f ul l y avoi d i t . 

Mar ch 6 - 7 Di l l o n Myer  wi l l  ar r i ve at  Post on 

I  expect  much r eper cuss i ons af t er  a l l  t hes e. 

Re: The gener al  el ec t i on f or  Uni t  I  t o sel ect  t he Sal t  

l ake del egat es . You not i ce f r om t he encl osed el ec t i on r et ur m| by 

bl ocks t hat  I  have suc c ess f ul l y def eat ed mys el f , i t  was a c l ose 

shave and had a scar e f or  a whi l e t hat  I  mi ght  have t o go . P l ease 

not e t hat  I  have a bunch of  good Bl ock Manager s . They have hel ped 

me (f or  my def eat ) by t amper i ng wi t h vot er s t hey wer e wel l  

i nst r uct ed t o do s o . They wer e Manager s of  Bl ocks 2, 4, 5 , 6 , 

11, 15, 16, 21, 22, 32, 38, 39, 46, 53, 54, 59 �-  t hey com-

pl ai ned af t er war ds t hat  t hey had had har d t i me doi ng s o . Sever al  

Manager s t r i ed t o el ect  me i nspi t e of  my war ni ngs , bel i ev i ng t hat  

I  coul d not  r ef use t o go i f  I  had been el ec t ed. They wer e Manag-

er s of  14, 17, 18, 31, 37, 6©. T hat ' s what  I ' d c a l l  a t r eas on. 



You al so not i ce t hat  2839 per sons vot ed. Th i s was a bi g sur -

pr i se f or  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel . The WRA had t hought  t hat  

t hi s woul d never  happen. I  have t he l ast  l augh on t hem. Thi s 

cor r esponds t o about  85$ of  t he el i g i b l e vot er s i n Uni t  I . 

P l ease congr at ul at e me f or  my def eat  and f or  havi ng Okamot o i n 

4 - /vr  
j ust  ̂ r i ght  pl aoe � a poor  second � and  ̂ havi ng succ ess f ul l y 

campai gned f or  Kat ow. P l ease not e t hat  I  car r i ed 101 vot es i n 

Bl ock 45 af t er  a l l , I  coul d not  af f or d t o l ose my pwti  "St at e" 

f or  t he sake pf  po l i t i c al  pr est i ge af t er war ds I  t ook 8 ]3l g 

chance i n Bl ock 45 by l et t i ng i t  r i de . 

Re: My i mmedi at e p l an. I  am goi ng t o wr i t e a shor t  r e-

por t  on t he po l i t i c al  devel opment s l eadi ng t o t he A l l  Cent er  

Conf er ence and t he v i s i t  of  t he Spani sh Embassy del egat e, Capt . 

Mar t i n. Si mul t aneous l y , I  expect  t o wor k on Hankey 's r evi sed 

r epor t . 

Re: Char l i e. What  happened t o Char l i e? Or  shoul d I  s ay , 

what  happened t o I nt er nat i onal  House? Tel l l  

Re: The Ar my r epor t . Wi l l  you mai l  i t  t o me? I  wi l l  c- n-

r emi t  t he cost  as soon as I  cash my check , i t  wi l l  t oe a f ew 

days . 

l ast  ni ght  I  met  a gal  f r om Washi ngt on who wor ks under  

Rex i jee and Bob Do l i ns i n Rel oc at i on. The appoi nt ed per sonnel  

r egar d me as t he aut hor i t y on Post on (no concei pt  i nt ended) , and 

t hey expect  me t o ent er t ai n ever y v i s i t o r  f r om Washi ngt on when 

t he pr esence of  an evacuee i s needed i n i nf or mal  meet i ngs i n 

t he eveni ngs . Ther e advant ages i n t hat , and I  don f t  mi nd. 

But  I  s t i l l  r emember  t hat  s t i nk i ng Ki mbal l  and I  am c ar ef ul  as 

he l l . 

Si nc er el y your s , 
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Poston, Ar i zona 
March 5, 1945 

Dear  Dorothy, 

I  have recei ved your  l et t er  of  March 2, 1945, regardi ng the Al l  
Center  Conference. I  Bhal l  wr i te a i Ul l  repor t  i n t ime* There i s t i i e 
minutes of  the oonference i n complete det ai l ; however , t hi s i s i nt J ap-
anese and owned pr i vatel y by the secretary to the Poston del egat es. 
Thi  8 i s the onl y document  avai l abl e Mi n t hi s country11« I  am l ooki ng for  
an opportune moment  to get  hol d of  t hi s. I  understand that  i t  i s about  
f i f t y pages l ong, ent i r el y i n J apanese. I t  wi l l  be a l ot  of  id rk to 
t r ansl ate i t  i n the short  t ime that  the document  wi l l  be avai l abl e to me. 

Several  poi nt s of  i nterest  regardi ng the Conference: 

1. Th e del egates at  the Conference voted agai nst  i nvi t i ng the 
Spani sh Consul  af t er  heated debates on t hi s I ssue. 

2. Myer  admitted that  he has an al t er nat i ve pl an when the 
present  WRA pol i ci es f ai l . I t  i s i nterpreted that  he expects 
qui te a number  of  r esi dual  r esi dent s and the WRA wi l l  an-
nounce a new pol i cy to take care of  these peopl e. 

» » .f t  

5. The del egat es reported to the ¿ode managers and tcf  the 
Counci l . I t  i s not  expected that  they wi l l  speak before the 
resi dent s at  the Bl ock 4 Outdoor  Stage. The most  surpr i si ng 
thi ng i s t hat  Okamoto came out  i n publ i c wi th a statement  to 
the ef fect  that  he i s al l  out  f or  r el ocat i on. He st at ed, 
"Uttiat  the hel l  ar e you guys doi ng here? Get  the heLl  out  of  
of  here as qui ckl y as possi bl el ", al though not  exact l y i n so 
many words. Thi s statement  has caused exci tement  and commo-  . 
t i on i n the community. The af ter , ef fect s have not  f ul l y 
devel oped. r̂ f  ^C ^q J  Aj - Ẑ t̂ ^S t  ̂

Si ncerel y your s, 

y* * «. A VUU 

^ y w y J ^ j l  <- / 
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Mar ch 9, 1945 

Dear  Dor ot hy : 

On t he eveni ng of  Mar ch 7, I  had a pr i vat e i nt er v i ew 

wi t h Mi  l i on Myer  wi t h Duncan Mi l l s , Cor  l i es Car t er , and Ar -

t hur  Har r i s as "gent l emen i n wa i t i ng". Thi s was hel d i n 

Mi l l s ' o f f i c e f r om 7:30 t o 9: 00. I  gave ever yt hi ng I  had 

wi t hout  hol di ng out , and Myer  came out  wi t h ever yt hi ng he 

coul d t e l l . As Car t er  poi nt ed out  l at er , i t  was a gr and 

"man t o man" t a l k . Myer  hal f  of  t he t i me awki ng 

my opi ni on on sever al  t hi ngs he was most l y i nt er est ed 
he /�� 

i n pr edi c t i ons ; and s t a l k e d t he r es t . The ot her  men sat  

t her e and l i s t ened t o t he conver sat i on wi t hout  i nt er r upt !©». 

Car t er 1 s comment  was i nt er es t i ng, al t hough somewhat  over -

ooompl i ment ar y. He st at ed t hat  Myer  t r eat ed me as a sc i ent -

i s t  and not  as an evacuee. "I t  was mar vel ous t he way t he t wo 

mi nds met . . . . I  was sur pr i sed t hat  you coul d car r y con-

ver sat i on wi t h Myer  nat ur al l y wi t hout  any uneas i ness . . . . 

Myer  was deepl y i mpr essed by you . . . et c . e t c . " 

Car eer  made a compar i son bet ween my i nt er v i ew wi t h t he one 

one Fuj i sawa (uni t  I I I ) had wi t h Myer  ear l i er  i n t he mor ni ng. 

As Car t er  put  i t , Fuj i sawa was t r eat ed as an evacuee appeal i ng 

t o an admi ni s t r at or . (Fuj i sawa i s dr eami ng of  a gover nment -

sponsor ed cor por at i on wi t h $500, 000, 000 c api t al  �-  t he gover n-

ment  assumi ng fer  $125, 000, 000. Myer  r epl i ed t hat  he coul d not  

concei ve t hat  t he Congr ess woul d appr ove such a scheme. He 

woul d suppor t  as much as poss i bl e i f  t he evaucees wer e abl e 

t o subscr i be t he whol e c ap i t a l . Fu î sawa t hen pr oposed t hat  



t he Communi t y Counc i l  and t he Local  Counc i l s be abo l i shed and 

subs t i t ut ed by such bodi es l i ke r el o c at i on adv i s o r y commi t t ees 

t her e ar e no such commi t t ees at  pr esent  her e. Ac c or di ng t o 

Car t er , who sat  t hr ough t he i nt er v i ew, Myer  f l a t l y r ef used t o 

l i s t en t o t hi s ki nd of  t a l k . Myer  s a i d , f f l  am not  a d i c t a t o r . " ) 

But  ,Tyou wer e t r eat ed as hi s equal . Wi t h '̂uj i s awa, he seemed ¿e 

11 im- » pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r  deal i ng wi t h an o r di nar y ev /̂uWee pr o-

bl em. " 

I  s hal l  j ot  down t he cont ent  of  t he i nt er v i ew at  r andom: 

Do n ' t  l et  Myer  f o o l  any of  us . He knows t he d i f f i c u l t i es 

ahead of  t he post - exc l us i on pr ogr am. I n s pi t e of  hi s s t at e-

ment  t hat  ''ke d o n o t  expect  any evacuee l ef t  i n anyof  r e-

l oc at i on cent er  on J anuar y 1946", he i s not  f oo l i ng hi m-

s el f  e i t her . He i s awar e of  t he f ac t  t hat  qui t e a number  of  

evacuees woul d be l ef t  at  t he t i me of  c l o s i ng . He sai d t hat  

he had no pl ans made f or  t hese peopl e, but  I  r ecei ved an im-

pr ess i on t hat  t he pr obl em i s c ons t ant l y i n hi s mi nd. He i s 

t hi nk i ng of  s ev er al  p l ans , al t hough not hi ng def i n i t e y et . I t  

seems t hat  he want s t o see how s uc c es s f u l  t he pr esent  po l i c y 

wi l l  be by t he summer  bef or e he f or mul at es/any pl an de f i n i t e l y . 

He want s a l l  young peopl e out  t hat  i s hi s pr i mar y con-
ot i  .  

c er n . He i s not  wor r i ed about  I s s e i . He bel i eved t hat Î s s ei  

coupl es and I s s ei  bac hel o r s wi l l  be har d t o r e l o c at e. I  cor -

h 
r ect ed hi m say i ng t hat  t he I s s ei  bac hel o r s woul d not  be d i f -

A 
f i c u l t  i f  t hey wer e i n any way f i t  phy s i c a l l y . They woul d 

r el oc at e on f ar m cont r act sf f r  om f ar m i ndus t r i a l  cDDpor at i ons 
a 

i n Ca l i f o r n i a , es pec i a l l y i n San $o q u i n , Ker n Count y , Ki ngs 

Count y , e t c . , as f r u i t  pi cker s andl pt her  s i mi l ar  j o bs . They 

wer e used t o bei ng mi gr at or y f ar m l abo r er s , and t hey woul d 



t ake auch oppor t uni t i es t o r et ur n t o t hei r  f or mer  s t at us . Myer  

agr eed t hat  t hat  woul d be more pl aus i bl e t hab t he way he had 

been t h i nk i ng. ( I n anot her  conf er ence wi t h Car t er , Myer  sai d 

t hat  such f ar m cont r act s woul d be comi ng i n f r om Cal i f o r ni a 

i n a gr eat  number  s ho r t l y . ) 

I  expl ai ned t o Myer  t hat  Car t er , Bob Do l i ns , and I  had 

t oget her  pl anned the r el ocat i on pr ogr am f or  Post on t he f i r s t  

par t  of  J anuar y , we had di v i ded t he per i od i nt o t hr ee 

f i r s t  per i od r oughl y cover i ng J anuar y , F ebr uar y , and Mar ch f or  

di s semi nat i on of  i nf or mat i on and di ges t i on by tvhe peopl e of  

t he po l i c i es , checki ng meanwhi l e obst r uc t i ons t o r el oc at i on 

and or gani zed r es i s t ance t o t he pr o'pr a m̂; t he second per i od 

cover i ng f r om Apr i l  t o August  i nc l us i ve f or  ac t i ve campai gn-

i ng and ac t i ve r el oc at i on; t he t hi r d per i od begi nni ng wi t h 

Spet ember  1, when t he r el ocat i on pr ogr am under  t he pr esent  

po l i c i es w6ul d end f or  a l l  pr ac t i c al  pur poses . 

Myer  was ver y much i nt er est ed i n t h i s , becuase i t  had 

been r epor t ed t o hi m by Do l i ns , I  under s t and. (When Myer  

had Dol i ns* r epor t  i n t he l at t er  par t  of  J anuar y at  Washi ng-

t on, he had compl i ment ed Do l i ns h i gh l y . He was quot ed t o 

have sai d (r epor t ed by Mi ss Moor e of  t he Rel ocat i on d i v i s i o n 

at  Washi ngt on) , "How coul d you get  so much. I t 1 s a ver y 

good r epor t .11 Si nce t hen, k'ol i ns began t o r egar d Post on as 

hi s pet  pr oj ect  and has nos t al gi a f or  Pos t on, accor di ng t o 

Mi ss Moor e.) He asked me \ ho\ #the pr ogr am i s pr ogr ess i ng. 

I  r epl i ed t hat  i t  was goi ng oust  as wel l  as we had pl anned 

i n spi t e of  517 per sons l eavi ng Post on on Ter mi nal  Depar t ur es 
/I  

( i nc l udi ng so l di er s and conver s i ons f r om shor t  t er ms) f o r ' t he 

mont hs of  J anuar y and F ebr uar y . Myer  sai d t hat  was f i n e . He 
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not  expec Wany bet t er  r es u l t . That  was ] ust  about  wh ât  

he had an t i c i pat ed . 

I  sai d t hat  t he sent i ment s i n Cal i f o r n i a woul d t ake a 

t ur n f or  bet t er  wi t h i n s i x t y day s . Myer  sai d t hat  he bel i eved 

so t oo , al t hough some weeks ago he had t hought  t hat  such a 

t ur n woul d t ake pl ace bef or e t he end of  Mar ch. Now he was 

c er t ai n t hat  t hi ngs woul d be much bet t er  wi t h i n s i xt y day s . 

I  t ol d hi m t hat  t her e woul d be 5, 000 r es i dual  r es i dent s 

her e on Sept ember  1. I  cal l ed t te m as "c as ual t i es of  war " as 

«̂Ay-

Do l i ns and I  had agr eed t o t±ae. I  used t he t er m, becuase I  

want ed t o f i nd out  how much L»ol i ns' r epor t  had had ef f ect s /on 

Myer . He was ver y much f ami l i ar  wi t h t he t er m. 

He want ed t o know f r om me what  k i nds of  peopl e t hey woul d 

b e . I  gave t he f i v e c l as s i f i c at o r y gr oups on mot i vat i onal  de-

t er r ent s OSee my r e p o r t . ) . Myer  was ver y much i nt er es t ed i n 

t h i s . He asked me how many per sons wer e her e who won lei  r ea l l y 

des i r i ng t o go t o J apan , f o r s ak i ng t he Uni t ed St at es . I  sai d 

my guess woul d be about  one t hous and, i nc l udi ng t he secondar y 

r epat r i a t es . He was not  sur pr i sed about  t he number ; i n f a c t , 

he t hought  t he number  woul d be l ar ger . 

Then we t al ked about  t he oppor t uni s t i c gr oups . He sai d 

he coul d under st and t hat  t hese peopl e wer e o ppo r t uni s t i c . He 

coul d not  bl ame t h e m ^- a a i d . w ouLJ  ¿q, 
When I  sai d 5,000  ̂ l ef t  on Sept ember  1, Myer  s a i d , ' 'That !s 

/ ¿̂ocd/t y 
a l i t t l e mor e t han f i f t y per c ent . I  wi l l  be ver y happy'' i f  

mor e t han f i f t y per cent  of  t he. peopl e r el ocat ed by Sept ember  1. 
a l mo ŝ/ 

I  r emi neded hi m t hat  i t  was .̂i mpossi bl e t o r el oc at e t he casual -

t i es af t er  t hat . He di d not  mi nd t hat . 



I  sai d t hat  a ppor  house mi ght  be necessar y f or  t hem. I  

t ol d hi m t hat  t he most  of  t he younger  mar r i ed peopl e wi t h ^J l l  

chi l dr en woul d be out  of  t he cent er  by t hat  t i me-  For  t he smal l  

chi l dr en of  t he ol der  I s sei  (s ay , ones past  f i f t y ) , a separ at e 

i ns t i t ut i on mi ght  be wor t hwhi l e cons i der i ng, I  s ai d. ~The ol der  

peopl e woul d not  have any more t han 10 year s l ef t  f or  t hem. I t  

mi ght  be a good i dea t o c ar e.f o r  anot her  10 year s and 'k i l l  

t hem o f f ' ' . Myer  sai d t hat  he di d not  l i ke t he i dea of  poor  

house i f  he coul d hel p i t . He di d not  know what  t o do wi t h 

t he school  goi ng chi l dr en l ef t  behi nd af t er  Sept ember  1 (He be-

gan t o t al k about  Sept ember  1, t o o . ) He was ver y much concer ned 

about  t hem. He asked me how many such chi l dr en woul d be l ef t  

behi nd. I  sai d I  qou Id not  be sur pr i sed i f  t her e wer e 1,000 

chi l dr en or  mor e. 

Agai n Myer  mer AyDned t hat  he want ed a l l  Ni sei  and Sansei  

out  of  t he cent er s . I  agr eed wi t h hi m and t ol d hi m t hat  we 

wer e doi ng ever yt hi ng f or  t he pur pose. 

I  added t hat  I  was avoi hdi ng any chance of  "po l i t i c al  

al l egi ance'' used agai n f or  the pur pose of  r emai ni ng i n a 

'shel t er  c ent er ". I  expl ai ned what  I  meant  by "po l i t i c al  

a l l eg i anc e", and Myer  caught  on qui c k l y . (About  her e, I  was 

so charmed by hi s i ns i ght  i nt o t he J apanese pr obl ems.) He sai d 

he di d not  not i ce any t r end f or  r enunc i at i on dur i ng t hi s t r i p . 

I  sai d t hat  was qui t e so up t o now (Gar t er  r epor t ed t hat  t her e 

wer e l ess t han f i f t y appl i cat i ons f or  r enunc i at i on up to two 

weeks ago f r om Post on i coDr di ng t o t he l at est  Depar t ment  of  

J us t i c r epo r t . ) , but  he must  wat ch out  f or  i t  when he gi ves 

t he t hr ee mont h i n advance not i ces f or  c l os i ng. He sai d t hat  

was t r ue. When he was pr epar i ng f or  the post - excl usi on pr ogr am, 
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he t r i ed t o c l ose ever y poss i bl e pat h f or  evacuees f r om i dent i -

f y i ng t hemsel ves wi t h J apan f or  t he por pose of  gai ni ng ''secur -

i t y " by r emai ni ng i n gover nment  oper at ed c ent er s . He i s doi ng 

ever yt hi ng poss i bl e wi t h Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e t o pr event  r e-

nunc i at i on used as such a means. He woul d wor k har d on i t  as 

soon as he r et ur ns t o Washi ngt on. He t hought  Depar t ment  of  

J us t i c e coui l d not  accommodat e t he f ami l y member s of  "r enuncees" t \  
because i t  di d not  have f ac i l i t i e s . 

He al so expect ed an i ncr ease of  ment al  cases neur oses 

and psychoses»- -  as t he c l os i ng day appr oaches . 

Dur i ng t hi s t r i p ,he not i ced t hat  r umor s wer e not  »ampant  

as he woul d have expedt ed . l our i ng hi s ot her  t r i ps , he was 

del uged wi t h quest i ons on r umor s. Thi s t i me, quest i ons wer e 

more on f ac t s , peopl e wer e anxi ous t o know f ac t s . 

He sai d he di d not  l i ke segr egat i on of  1943. He was es-

pec i al l y concer ned wi t h t he youngst er s who went  t o Tu l e Lake. 

I  sai d t hat  segr egat i on was necessar y .' He sai d t hat  i t  mi ght  

be s o , but  he s t i l l  di d not  l i ke i t . 

On Kegi s t r at i on, he was not  sur pr i sed wi t h t he r es u l t . 

He had somewhat  expect ed i t . ( I  t ook t hi s wi t h a gr ai n of  

s a l t , i t  sounded l i ke an af t er t hought , al t hough I  am sur e 

he was honest  when he t ol d me t h i s . ) 

He was concer ned wi t h t he f ear  of  t hese peopl e i n t he 

cent er s r egar di ng t he out s i de. They hade f ear  of  i ns ec ur i t y . 

They ar e af r ai d of  t he out s i de. I  suggest ed t hat  t he v i s i t o r s ' 

r ul es shoul d be changed i n such a way t hat  Caucas i ans and f or mer  

evacuees be al l owed to v i s i t  cent er s at  Any t i me. He aksed i f  

such Caucas i ans mi ght  not  adv i se t he evacuees not  t o r el ocat e 

i mmedi at el y . I  sai d t hat  t he ki nd of  Caucas i ans v i s i t i ng t he 



cent er s wo&l d not  do s o . On t he c ont r ar y ; t hey wouI d f avor  

i mmedi at e r et ur n. ( I  was t ol d by Gar t er  c onf i dent i al l y bef or e 

t hi s meet i ng t hat  Myer  was t oyi ng wi t h an i dea of  f r ee i ngr ess 

of  v i s i t o r s , Caucas i ans and evacuees . I  want ed t o enf or ce hi s 

t hi nk i ng her e . ) Myer  agr eed hear t i l y . 

Myer  asked how many peopl e woul d be l ef t  her e on Sept ember  

i f  t he Amer i can f or ces wer e i n Chi na and J apan by t hen. I  

sai d t hat  t he Amer i can f or ces bei ng i n Chi na and  ̂J apan t wo 

di f f er ent  pr obl ems. He s a i d , "Al l  r i gh t . How many peopl e 

be l ef t  her e i f  t he Amer i can f or ces ^S ? i n Chi na by t hat  t i me?" 

I  wqs sur pr i sed t hat  Myeft  under st ood what  I  was i mpl y i ng. I  

, . irI-  W 
sai d,  ̂ '£hr ee t housand  ̂ £i ve hundr ed." "i f  t hey ar e i n J apan? " 

Myer  as k ed. "0ne t housand and f i ve hundr ed," I  answer ed. He 

was ver y much i mpr essed her e. 

Myer  sai d t hat  ver y f ew under st ood t he J apanese pr obl ems. 

Many peopl e cl ai med t hat  t hey knew t he pr obl ems becuase t hey 

l i ved i n Cal i f o r ni a and saw enough of  J apanes e. "They di dn f t  

know any t h i ng, " Myer  s a i d . Myer  her e meant  t hat  he f ound out  

a gr eat  deal  af t er  comi ng t o t he WRA, and now knows about  t he 

J apanese much more t han anyone el se (meani ng Caucas i ans 0. He 

r ead many books on J apanes e, and f ound out  l at er  how l i t t l e 

t he aut hor s knew. He sai d t hat  even Car y Mb Wi l l i ams di d not  

know t he J apanese compl et el y , al t hough he was bet t er  t han t he 

o t her s . 

He want ed.t o t e l l  hi m "f r ank l y " what  mi s us es he made 
A w 

her e by hi s speeches . I  sai d t hat  he di d not  make any mi s-

t ak e. I n f ac t , he c l i nched t he f i r s t  per i od pr ogr am we had 

pl anned by Hyep hi s speeches . He came to Post on at  t he r i ght  

moment . Hi s speeches wer e t he f i na l  convi nc i ng st at ement s ver i -
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f y i ng what  we had been t el l i ng t hem. That? i s t o s ay , t he WRA 

was r eal l y goi ng t o c l ose t he c ent er s . 

He want ed t o know how he was r ecei ved by t he evacuees her e. 

I  s a i d , "You ar e ol d enough  ̂ t o t ake a compl i ment  wi t hout  get -

t i ng c onc ei t ed. So I ' l l  t e l l  you. , f  I  sai d t he r eac t i ons coul d 

be summar i zed i n one sent ence. I  pl aced/t he f i nger  nai l s of  

my r i ght  hand t o my t eet h and nade a l ove l or n l ook. I  sai d i n 

an arwe&eme ador i ng t one, "Gee, what  a man1.'5 He smi l ed genui nel y . 

He l i ked i t . ( 0 / J L S  ̂ - ¿ c / .̂ J  

I  t ol d hi m t hat  no cent er  woul d be cl osed bef or e J anuar y 2- , 

1946. I  sai d he di d not  have t o commi t  on t hi s s t at ement . He 

came.out  wi t h a st at ement  t hat  he mi ght  be abl e t o c l ose t wo 

or  t hr ee cent er s bef or e t he dat e. I  sai d Topaz mi ght  be t he 

at. c ent er , becuase t hey wer e most l y f r om t he Bay Ar ea and 

more accommodat ed t han ot her  evacuees f r om Cal i f o r n i a. I  be-

l i eved t hat  t hese peopl e at  one t i me or  anot her  i n t hei r  past  

wer e domest i c s . (He sai d t hat  Topaz had many mer chant s and 

mi ght  be d i f f i c u l t . ) Domest i cs wer e i n demand and t hey coul d 

be doi ng t he wor k unt i l  t hey f i nd some ot her  j obs . Myer  sai d 

i t  mi ght  be s o , but  he t hought  Gr anada was eas i er  t o c l o s e. 

Theye ar e many f r om t he Mer ced Cent er . They ar e l i kel y t o r e-

t ur n t o t he val l ey ( I  bel i eve he meant  t he St ockt on ar ea) i n 

hor des , because t hey wer e l oyal  t o one anot her . Then Hi e Los 
A 

Apgel es peopl e at  Gr andpa woul d not  be so d i f f i c u l t  t o r e-

l ocat e . 

I  t al ked about  my i dea of  pr ogr ess i ve r el oc at i on. He 

t hought  i t  i n t er m of  pr o f ess i on, bus i nes s , and t r ade. He 

t al ked a l i t t l e whi l e about  t he d i f f i c u l t y of  r el ocat i ng smal l  

scal e mer chant s . 1 sai d 1 w a s t al k i ng about  r el ocat i on i n t er ms 



of  t he degr ees of  ac c ul t ur at i on. I  was goi ng t o dr aw t he bi -

c ul t ur al  c har t . (Not e t o Dor ot hy : Y es , I  am s t i l l  monkeyi ng 

ar ound wi t h t hat  r ed- bl ue c har t ) I  came t o t he bl ackboar d . He 

sai d he knew what  I  was t al k i ng about , becuase Spi cer  had once 

expl ai ned i t  t o hi m. (Her e I  was ver y much sur pr i sed t hat  

Spi cer  i s s t i l l  us i ng i t . ) He agr eed t hat  i t  was a ver y sound 

appr oach t o t he r el ocat i on pr obl em. He r eal i zed t hat  i t  woul d 

be ver y d i f f i c u l t  t o r el ocat e t hose *de±3S - tacgs accu l t ur a4ed� wi t h 
A 

t he Amer i can c ul t ur e. He agr eed t hat  t he appr oach t o t hem 

must  be r evi sed ac c or di ngl y . 

I  t ol d hi m t hat  we wer e not  concer ned at  pr esent  wi t h 

t hose wi t h ,f j apanesy'f  cul t ur al  c har ac t er i s t i c s , we consi der ed 

t hem as t he pr obl em we must  deal  wi t h at  a l at er  dat e when we 

had r e l ocat ed  ̂ more 'Amer i cani zed'' popul at i on. He agr eed t hat  was 

r i gh t . 

Myer  sai d he want ed my opi ni on on a cer t ai n t hi ng. ,f I  am 

t r y i ng t o get  t he r i ght  f or  t he J apanese peopl e, at  l east  f or  

t he par ent s of  Ni sei  i n ser vi cer , t o become c i t i zens . ' 1 (Her e 

I  f ai l ed t o gr asp cer t ai n par t s , bec ame I  am not  f ami l i ar  wi t h 

t he nat i onal  p o l i t i c s . ) He sai d he had been wor ki ng on t hi s 

f or  a l ong t i me. Bef or e he l ef t  Washi ngt on, Senat or  f r om New 

J er sey (or  New Hampshi r e?) i nt r oduced a b i l l . I n i t  t he Senat or  

i ncl uded unost ans i ve l y a c l ause whi ch woul d gi ve  ̂ r i ght  f or  

nat ur al i zat i on. Myer  had been c onsul t ed. He saw i t , and f ound 

out  t hat  t he c l ause was not  qui t e r i gh t , ô Myer  t ol d hi m 

t o phr ase i t  so t hat  t he J apanese coul d be i ncl uded wi t hout  

at t r ac t i ng a no t i c e. The Senat or  saw Per r i ngt on (Hawai i ) , who 

was a l l  f or  i t . I n f ac t , accor di ng t o Myer , Per r i ngt on had been 
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f i ght i ng f or  i t  f or  a l ong t i me. J udd ( I  under st ood hi m as a 

r epr esent at i ve f r om some Mid West er n St at e) was a l l  f or  i t , t oo . 

Myer  sai d he needed a f el l ow l i ke J udd ( ? ) , becuaw he had a 

keen mi nd and. a ver y good speaker  and f i gh t er . He pr omi sed t hat  

he woul d t ake car e of  t he House and Myer  was t o t ake car e of  

t he Senat e. They pr omi sed t hat  t hey woul d not  do anyt hi ng about  

i t  f or  t hi r t y days unt i l  Myer  comes back t o Washi ngt on. He was 
• 

cons i der i ng of  l owdSi ng && t he educat i onal  r equi r ement  t o t ake 

car e of  t he I s s e i . 

I  sai d I  had ant i c i pat ed t hat  f or  a l ong t i me and t ol d hi m 

how I  had been pr epar i ng t he evacuees her e f or  i t . ( I ' l l  sk i p 

t he det a i l  expl anat i on of  mi ne. I t  wi l l  be i n my r epo r t . ) Myer  

was sur pr i sed about  t hi s and showed a keen i nt er es t . 

Myer  sai d t hat  f or  t he f i r s t  t i me he was appr oached by 

evacuees on t hi s quest i on t wi ce or  t hr ee t i mes dur i ng t hi s 

t r i p . He had never  hear d t hi s ques t i on br ought  up bef o r e. . He 

sai d he coul d not  r eveal  hi s hand i n t hi s l egi s l at i on y et , be-

cuaee he had t oo many enemi es . But  he sai d I  coul d t el l  i t  

t o t he evacuees i f  I  want ed t o . 

He sai d he woul dn't  gi ve up hi s exper i ence wi t h t he WRA 

f or  any t hi ng. I f  he had t o do i t  a l l  over , he was wi l l i ng . 

on 

About  J anuar y of  1944, Ti  was hangi ng/by t hi s much" i ndi cat i ng 

t he hal i  an i nch hpace he made wi t h hi s thumb and f i r s t  f i nger . 

"And up t o A p r i l , " I  added . "No, not  so much i n A p r i l , " he 

sa i d . 

He sai d he was a c l ose f r i end of  Mi l t  Ei senhower . He 

was scar ed s t i f f  af t er  t he Gover nor s ' conf er ence at  Sal t  Lake 

Ci t y and qui t  t he WRA, Myer  s a i d . 

He sai d he enj o j  pl ay i ng po l i t i c s wi t h - fcfce-  mem-



« l i -

ber a of  t he Congr ess . He spends ever y Sat ur day af t er noon on 

''t he Hi l l , r
r  

He had been wor ki ng on a pl an t o br i ng back t he 100t h and 

442nd i a t he Uni t ed St at es f or  somet i me, but  t he pl an had not  
"A? 

mat er i al i zed some d i f f i c u l t i es . He want ed t o use t hese 

so l di er s t o s el l  t he J apanese t o t he peopl e of  t he Uni t ed St at es . 

He sai d he woul d be abl e to succeed wi t h t he pl an soon. 

By Sept ember , t her e woul d be no mor e exc l udees , Myer  t hought . 

The t est  case of  Yamamot o, Shi gekawa, Ochi kubo at  Los 

Angel es woul d be deci ded f avor abl y by J udpe P i er son Hal l . Myer  

was ver y much i nt er est ed i n t hi s c as e. I f ; f o r  any chance, i t  

was dec i ded unf avor abl y , t he wr a want s t o as s i s t  t he p l ai nt i f f s 

t o appeal  t hei r  case t o t he hi gher  c our t . 

We par t ed by sayi ng t hat  we have t o keep on f i ght i ng. Myer  

added, ''And we c an't  af f or d t o make mi s t ak es . ' ' 

I  don't  t hi nk I  cover ed ever yt hi ng her e. But  ot her  t hi ngs 

wi l l  be cover ed when I  wr i t e a r epor t  on t h i s . I  pai d a t er -

r i f i c pr i ce f or  t hi s i nt er v i ew, becuase I  di d not  wi t hhol d any 

i nf or mat  i o n , f or  whi ch I  had wor ked har d f or  many year s . But  

I  am s at i s f i ed wi t h t he r et ur n, because I  became t o know Myer  

i nt i mat el y and f ound out  what  he i s t h i nk i ng, we ended t he 

i nt er v i ew wi t h mut ual  admi r at i on. 

Cor l i es Car t er  i s l eavi ng Post on t omor r ow f or  a 3aunt  i n 
- Wi t , 

Cal i f o r n i a. He has nos t al f i a f or  Ber kel ey campus (he i s Ant hr o , 

f 35 . ) I  t ol d hi m t o dr op i n your  o f f i c e . P l ease d&a t  be sur -

pr i sed i f  he does s o . By t al k i ng wi t h hi m, you mi ght  get  

val uabl e i nf or mat i on on Pos t on. He i s hones t . 





Mar ch 20, 1946 

Dear Di cks 

X am indeed gl ad that you are pl anni ng to come 
up here for the month of May, I assure you that we 
wi l l  f i nd you some pl ace to st ay, al though i t may not 
he exact l y what you woul d want« I cal l ed Internat i onal  
House and they asked me to oheck agai n wi th them in 
about three weeks« Char l i e was very happy there, even 
though he was l i vi ng under what might be cal l ed dormi tory 
condi t i ons* I don't know whether you are auf f l cl ent l y 
gregar i ous to put up wi th that or not , and I wi sh you 
woul d l et me know what your preferences are« The onl y 
other type of thi ng avai l abl e woul d be accommodation 
wi th some pr i vate fami l y whi ch, I thi nk, coul d be 
arranged through the Berkel ey I nter r aci al  Commission 
whi ch has qui te a l i st of such rooms« You woul d un-
doubtedl y have a pr i vate room in auoh a case but there 
aro, as you know, di sadvantages to l i vi ng in the houses 
of these "men of good wi l l " or more par t i cul ar l y 
"women of goodwi l l «� Hotel s wi l l  bo qui te out of the 
quest i on for there are simpl y no rooms to be had at al l « 

Cor l i ss Carter tel ephoned the other day but , 
unfor tunatel y, coul d not get over here to see me« He 
sai d that you were somewhat worr i ed about havi ng had to 
postpone your t r i p to Berkel ey« Undoubtedl y, you have 
in the meantime recei ved a reassur i ng l et t er from me« 
I don't want you to come unl ess I t i s absol utel y con* 
venl ent* On the other hand, you have si zed up the si tu-
at i on cor rect l y in your l ast l et ter when you say that 
we have a l ot of pl anni ng and hard work ahead of ua in 
order to meet the commltmenta that I have had to make« 

I l ook f or war d to r ecei vi ng the f i nal  pagea of 
your r epor t , and wi l l  send you aome comments soon« 

Si ncer el y youra, 

Dorothy Swal ne Thomas 



y ^ L o f  a /  ̂

i  
Ü 

/ j  

7 

/  



C J L j . 

� 



Mar ch P4, 1945 

Dear  Dor ot hy ; 

I  r ecei ved t wo l et t er s one dat ed Mar ch and 

t he ot her  dat ed Mar ch . 

F i r s t , r e your  l et t er  of  Mar ch PO. I  woul d pr ef er  

t o l i ve at  t he I nt er nat i onal  House. I  t hi nk I  can r av-
A " 

" II 

s el f  s uf f i c i ent l y gr egar i ous t o be adopt abl e t o dor mi -

t or y l i f e . Onl y I  am af r ai d whet her  I  can concent r at e 

on my wor k on eveni ngs , but  I  camnot  be t oo par t i c ul ar . 

I  cannot  pi c t ur e mysel f  l eadi ng "v i r t uous l i f e " i n a home 

of  Tf  women of  Chr i s t i an good wi l l " , al t hough such no doubt  

i s des i r abl e f or  a l l  of  us . P l ease l et  me know about  t he 

I nt  

er nat i ona1 House s i t uat i on at  a l at er  dat e. I  can r e-

v i se t he dat e of  my depar t ur e accor di ngl y t o sui t  t he ac-

commodat i ons t her e. 

Cor  l i es Car t er  has come bac k . He - brought  back a 

f avor abl e pi ct ur e of  Cal i f o r ni a exeept  Sa l i nas , Wat son-

v i l l e , and I mper i al  Val l ey . 

I  spent  t wo ni ght s wi t h Bur l i ng i n f ac t , bot h 

ni ght s unt i l  af t er  one A . M. The n I  spen£ one af t er noon 

wi t h Chapman and Bur l i ng. I  coul dn't  expoDnd f u l l y on 

t he J apanese pr obl em, because ( 1) Chapman di d not  have 

16asi c knowl edge of  Cal i f o r n i a ' s "J apanese pr obl em" and 

( ? ) I  am not  a good l ect ur er  on t he f undament al s . My 

summary Chapman i s a l i ber al  "bur eauc r at ". Bur l i ng 

i s i nt el l i gent  and i s f or t unat e i n havi ng obser ved t he 



pr obl e ms i n abnor mal  and exagger at ed f or ms at  Tul e Lake. 

The onl y t r oubl e wi t h hi m was t hat  he wqs obsessesed wi t h 

t he abnor mal  condi t i ons of  t he J apanese a l a Fr eud wi t h 

abnor mal  psychol ogi cal  phenomena i n deal i ng wi t h more nor -

mal  segment s of  the-  popu l at i on. 

I  al so met  Gor don Br own, t he Gi l a Communi t y Anal y s t . 

I  spent  t wo ni ght s on hi m. He i s qui t t i ng t he WRA and was 

qui t e out spoken about  t he WRA. Sai d he, ff!l n my opt i mi s t i c 

moments I  est i mat ed t he r es i due popul at i on at  Gi l a as 4, 000. 

I  al so t al ked wi t h Rex Lee, t he chi ef  of  t he Rel oca-

t i on Di v i s i o n at  Wfci ahl nton. As Bur l i ng descr i bed hi m, he 

was a WRA spy at t ached t o t he Chapman- Bur l i ng i t enar y . 

Lee i s a st upi d and as i n i ne. When I  met  hi m. f i r s t  (bef or e 

my conver sat i on wi t h hi m), I  descr i bed hi m as ?Ta t r avel l i ng 

sal esman of  a whol esal e har dwar e ho us e." I  s t i l l  hol d t he 

same opi ni on of  hi m. 

Re i  Your  l et t er  of  Mar ch «2, whi ch I  have j ust  r e-

c ei v ed. I  have spent  t he whol e t hi s week on "f i el d wor k"* 
t oday 

wi t h t he var i ous "'par at r ooper s". I  am begi nni ng t o or -

gani ze t he mat er i al  on t he af t er mat h of  t he A l l  Cent er  

Conf er ence. I  s hal l  t i t l e i t  "The Devel opment s Af t er  

The A l l  Cent er  Conf er ence and The Vi s i t  of  Di l l o n My er . 7 

Because of  t he l ack of  t i me, I  s hal l  not  cover  t he conf er -

ence i t s e l f . P l ease t el l  J i mmi e t hat  I  s hal l  not  use t he 

mat er i al  unt i l  some f ut ur e dat e. Thi s r epor t  wi l l  pr obabl y 

be the l ast  r epor t  bef or e my Ber kel ey t r i p . 
I  am cer t ai n t hat  I  can wor k on Hankey when I  see her . 



3ha 11 we c al l  i t  "t he pat hol ogy of  a r eaear ch ŵor ker  I n 

a concent r at i on camp?" I t  i s per f ec t l y under st andabl e t hat  

she i s behavi ng i n such a manner ; i t  i s easy t o l ose our  

sani t y i n pl aces l i ke t hese (Tul e Lake and Pos t on) . 

fEzse Sent i ment s of  def eat i sm ar e more f r equent l y hear d 

l at el y . One dependabl e I s s ei  (about  45 year s of  age) sai d 

t hat  he d i dn ' t  car e what  happened t o hi m and hi s f ami l y 

any mor e. An I s s ei  woman, a wi dow whose r el at i ves ar e now 

at  Tul e Lake (t he mal e r el at i ves at  Tul e Lake have r enounced 

and have been i nt er ned. ) , came t o me cr y i ng and pour ed out  

her  wor r y r egar di ng t he cent er  c l os ur e. An I s s e i , par ol ed 

and l at er  r el eas ed, went  t o t he Fami l y Wel f ar e Counsel or  

and ant agoni s t i c al l y r equest ed her  t o i nf or m t he D 0 t hat  

he bel i eved t hat  J apan coul d not  be def eat ed and t hat  he 

had not  des i r ed t o be par o l ed. Thi s pat t er n i s i nc r eas i ng 

now; t o what  end i t  wi l l  r each I  have not  es t i mat ed. 

Under  a separ at e cover  I  am mai l i ng Myer !s speech bef or e 

t he mass audi ence and l ayer 's meet i ng wi t h t he r epr es ent at i ves . 

A l s o , a copy of  t he r esul t  of  an i nt er es t i ng sur vey I  t ook 

t hr ough t he ai d of  t he Bl ock Manager s . 

Si nc er el y your s , 



Apr i l  9, 1945 

Dear  Dorothy: 

I n r epl y to your  l et t er s: 

1. I  shal l  repor t  to Berkel ey by May 1. As to the exact  dat e, 

I  shal l  not i f y you l at er . 

2* I  have gone over  your  comments on Hankey's ms. I  am i n 

agreement  iri th your  poi nt s. I  do bel i eve that  Hankey shoul d be 

advi sed whi l e i n the process of  r evi si ng, sect i on by sect i on, so 

that  she won't  have to go over  the «bol e t &i ng agai n* As you noted 

the ms needs r evi si on consi derabl y �� especi al l y' as to the cont i nui t y 

and f or  comprehensi veness. On t he quest i on of  the var i ous i nter -

pr et at i ons, I  f eel  that  she i s on t he r i ght  t r ack � al though some 

par t s need toni ng down. Most  of  t he i nt er pr et at i ons i n the r evi sed 

repor t  are good to excel l ent . Af t er  al l , Tul e Lake i s one of  t he 

most  important  segments ot khe St udy, and we shoul d not  hesi t at e i n 

spendi ng al l  t ime necessary f or  compl et i ng i t . I  don't  know 

how much t ime i s r equi r ed f or  t hi s, but  we shoul d di scuss the ms 

i n U j oi nt  sessi on  ̂ page to page. I  am wi l l i ng to spend whatever  

t ime necessary f or  t hi s; i n f act , I  can extend the l engt h of  my 

st ay, i f  necessary* 

I  am mai l i ng under  a separate cover  t he second i nstal l ment  of  

my t hi r d repor t  f or  t hi s year . I  doubt  very much i f  I  can f i ni sh 

t hi s repor t  befor e I  l eave Po I  have at  l east  t ht r t y pages yet  

f or  the chapter  on t he repor t s made by the del egat es. Xhen, as the 

pr esent  pl an goes, i t  shoul d be fol l owed by the fol l owi ng chapt er s: 

Di r ect or  Myer 's Vi si t . 

Aftermath of  Myer 's Vi si t  



2 

The Attempt by %f PTA to Resist School  Closing 

The Trend of Relocation 

The new war trends in the Paci f i c, the fal l  of the J apanese 

Cabinet, and the abrogation of the neutral i ty pact are havinsr pro-

found effects on the Issei  and some of the Ki bei . I t i s very in-

teresting. In cases, the reactions are pathol ogical . 

Tl ie iP attempted, fai l ed, and again attempted to organise a 

J im Crow Recreation Club. We cal l  i t the Colorado Hirer Appointed 

Personnel  Society CRAPS for short. Hie democratic faction has 

l ost out, as the "¿(prejudiced " faction pul l ed a pol i ti cal  coup and 

rai l road a discriminatory restri ction, "Appointed personnel  onl y" 

meaning "No J ap« al lowed No Japfl  guests". Carter, French, and 

mysel f started working immediately. I threatened with withdrawal  of 

my support from the project, particul arl y for relocation and taking of 

this coming census. That did i t , and Mi l l s interceded. Mi l l s cal l ed 

the "prejudiced" committee members this morning and put them on the 

carptt. He l ai d down the rule that there shal l  be no discrimination 

on the project, and Democracy has won. 

In cidental l y, I have tendered my resignation to the Slock Managers 

this week, but i t was rejected since they found out that "I waa leav-

ing only for a short whi le in order to attend the summer session at 

UC." So�� again the same old story, Unit Administrator Sumida i s 

to be Acting Supervisor during my absence. 25iere are l ots of things 

in such a way that they could coast along for one month or so." 

Sincerely yours 



Apr i l  16, 1945 

Dear  Dor ot hy : 

Thank you f or  t he check cover i ng t r avel  advance. A l s o , 

I  appr ec i at e your  o f f er  of  comi ng down t o t he depot  t o meet  

me v 

t  

My pl an t o s ôp at  Los Angel es i s of f  because of  t r ans-

por t at i on d i f f i c u l t y . Ther e i s no way of  get t i ng a r eser -

vat i on f or  ber t h on t he Sout her n Pac i f i c f r om her e; I  must  t ake 

a chance of  get t i ng i t  at  Los Angel es . Cor l i es Car t er  and ot her s , 

who have v i s i t ed Cal i f o r n i a , advi sed me agai nst  goi ng t hr ough 

t he coast  r out e because of  congest ed t r ai ns . I  bel i eve i t  wi l l  

be bet t er  f or  me t o st op i n Los Angel s on my way bac k . (Ther e-

f o r e, I  am not  get t i ng a r ound t r i p t i c k e t . ) Ther e i s no P u l l » 

man accomodat i ons . (Ther e i s no advant age of  get t i ng a Pul l -

man ber t h f r om Par ker  t o Bar s t ow, wher e I  must  change t r a i n , as 

you wi l l  see f r om t he f o l l owi ng s c hedul e. ) 
9:25 pm l v Par ker  / , 
5:00 am ar  Bar st ow Ont y o *4,T r t  
7:40 am l v Bar st ow on The Scout  

12:30 pm l v Baker s f i ed f  
9:35 pm ar  Ber kel ey Sant a Fe s t at i on 

I  am pl anni ng t o l eave Post on on t he eveni ng of  Ap r i l  26 ( T h u s . ) , 

r eachi ng Ber kel ey on Apr i l  27 ( F r i . ) . However , t he dat e of  de-

par t ur e can be changed, f or  I  have not  appl i ed f or  a shor t  t er m 

per mi t  yet . Si nce I  am get t i ng i n Ber kel ey ver y l at e, I  wonder  

whet her  i t  mi ght  hot  be a bet t er - i dea t o go on t o San F r anc i sco 

and st ay t her e over ni ght . I  can come back t o Ber kel ey next  

mor ni ng. 9:35 p.m. i s r at her  l at e t o bot her  you t o come down 

t o t he depot . Bes i des , t her e i s t he ques t i on of  whet her  a r oom 

i s avai l abl e f r om t he ni ght  of  Apr i l  Apr i l  27. The two ques-

t i ons need a r epl y f r om you. I  appr ec i at e i f  you woul d wi r e me 



vi a ni ght  l et t er  on 

1. I nt er nat i onal  House ar r angement . Weht er  i t  wi l l  be 

a l l  r i ght  t o get  t her e on Apr i l  27. 

2. Whet her  I  shoul d go t o San F r anc i sco and come back 

on Apr i l  P8. I n t hi s c as e, whet her  I nt er nat i onal  House i s a l l  

r i ght  f r om Apr i l  28. 

I  am ask i ng your  r epl y vi a wi r e, because I  must  appl y f or  

l eave r i ght  now. 

I am sendi ng out  vi a expr ess co l l ec t  a l ar ge package. I t 

cont ai ns t he r ost er  c ar ds , whi ch shoul d have been sent  out  l ong 

ago i f  not  f or  d i f f i c u l t y of  sendi ng anyt hi ng vi a expr ess her e. 

I  am mai l i ng the succeedi ng pages of  my r epor t  under  a 

separ at e cover . 

I  see t hat  MRS. Wi l son has r ever t ed bacfk t o "M. Wi l s on" 

s i gnat ur e. 

Si nc er el y your s , 
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Apr i l  20, 1945 

STRAIGHT WIRE 

RICHARD NI SHI M0T0 
45- 2- C 
COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION PROJ ECT 
POSTON ARIZONA 

APRI L TWENTY- SEVENTH ALL RI GHT. WI LL MEET YOU. BEDDING 

NOT NECESSARY. 

D.S.THOMAS 

Evacuat i on & Reset t l ement Study 
Sent : / / A 



J  une 14, 1945 

Dear  Dor ot hy : 

Bad news \  Somet hi ng we had ant i c i pat ed happened . Myer  

wr ot e t o Mi l l s about  t wo weeks ago not i f y i ng hi m t hat  I  was 

wor ki ng f or  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy whi l e on 

a shor t  t er m l ease and re-  sted t hat  I  be conver t ed i nt o 

t er mi nal  l eave s t at us . God damn t hi ng i s t he r esul t  of  t he 

memor andum by Bur l i ng. Thi s makes me damn mad. I  must  t hi nk 

some way out  of  t hi s qui c k l y . Mi  1 I s quest i oned me on t hi s 

t hi s mor ni ng, but  I  di d not  admi t  any t hi ng. He says t hat  t he 

i ns t r uc t i on i s f r om Mye'r  and he canpot  i gnor e i t . Gar t er  cl ai ms 

t hat  he i s bound t o r equest  t he Oakl and o f f i c e t o make an i n-

ves t i gat i on t o as c er t ai n whet her  I  wor ked f or  I>ST dur i ng my 

shcrfct  t er m or  not . He adv i ses me t o l ay t he car d ôn .t he t abl e 

and t e l l  Mi l l s t hat  I  

am goi ng t o r el ocat e per manent l y on J ul y 

11 anyway  ̂ and shoul d as k hi m t o s t al l  t he r epl y t o Hyer  unt i l  

t hen. He bel i eves t her e i s a good chance. At  any r at e, I  have 

t o t hi nk f as t , because my st at us hear i ng wi l l  be hel d i n a day 

or  t wo. 

I  am not  wDor i ed about  payi ng t he v i s i t o r *s f ees whi l e 

I  am her e, but  t o be Conver t ed suddenl y f r om t he r es i dent 's 

st at us f o r c i bl y i n t hi s manner  wi l l  not  be good f or  mysel f  and 

my f ami l y . Thi s i s a mess t hat  I  have, wal ked i nt o j ust  as soon 

as I  r et uend . Myer  seems t o be goi ng a l l  thel way i n get t i ng, af t er  

us . 

Ti e t r i p back t o Post on was esceedi ngl y ni c e. I  have 

appr ec i at ed t he l uxur y of  t r avel l i ng f i r s t  c l as s . But  I  am 

i n no mood t o el abor at e on i t  at  pr esent . 



I  am enc l os i ng my r et ur n t i cket  t o Ber k el ey . Wi l l  you 

gi ve i t  t o MRS � Wi l s on, f or  I  under st and t hat  she haa t o have 

i t  when she cal l s f or  my Pul l man r eser vat i on? The o r i gi nal  

pl an was t o l eave Los Angel ea on t he ni ght  of  J ul y 12, and I  

bel i eve I  shoul d s t i c k t o t hi s dat e i n spi t e of  t he unpl easant -

nes s . I  wi l l  make a r eser vat i on f or  Par ker  -  Los Angel es at  

t hi s end. However , f or  maki ng t hi s r eser vat i on on t he Sant a pe 

t r a i n , i t  wi l l  be necessar y t o get  t he t i cket  bs/| c /as soon as 

I n case oi  emer gency w tie r e a t el ephone c al l  i s i n o r der , 

pl ease rm ke a per son- t o- per son c al l  - - Ri char d Hi shi mot o, Bl ock 

45. The l ong di s t ance oper at or  on t he pr oj ect  wi l l  not i f y me. 

I  pul l ed i n about  f our  hour s ago - - -  t he t r ai n was f h»»e 

hour s l at e. I  haven't  had t i me t o f i nd out  w h a t  her e, 

except  above ment i oned c r i s i s . I t ' s t oo bad .t hi ngs ar  ̂ h a m^n w ; 

poss i bl e f  

i n t hi s manner  i n success i on 



J une 18, 1945 

Dear Di cks 

I wrote you the encl osed l et t er on Saturday but 
for some cur i ous reason over l ooked mai l i ng i t * I had 
thought of wr i t i ng to Mr . Chapman to get the story of 
what i s happeni ng on reoord but , af t er t al ki ng i t over 
wi t h W. I . , we deci ded that i t was a dangerous procedure 
and that we had bet t er l et wel l  enough al one* X had no 
i dea that Mr , Myer was suoh a vi ndi ct i ve person and Z 
an nat ur al l y wor r i ed about other steps he mi $at take* 

I am encl osi ng al so a l et t er from Mr* Wi l cox* 
Pl ease do not spend any amount of t ime on t ryi ng to 
get those thi ng« for hi m as he i s j ust a col l ect or . 

The check for your t r avel  advance is al so en* 
cl osed* 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 

Encl osures 

The cl erk in the Busi ness Of f i ce J ust tel ephoned 
that she has managed to reserve a l ower for you on 
the W0wl " on the 12th* We wi l l  send your t i cket and 
the pul l man r eser vat i on i n a day or two* 



j une 25, 1943 

Dear Dor ot hy: 

I  have r ecei ved your s of  J une 25* He my conver sat i on 

f t l t h s p i c er , my l et t er  of  J une 25 has pr et t y wel l  cover ed 

i t . Ther e ar e however  a f ew i t ems t hat  I  have f or got t en 

t o ment i on i n i t . 

1. I t  seemed t hat  spi cer  i s i nt er est ed i n seei ng 

Mor t on's ms. I  sai d t hat  i t  i s l ocked up and I  c an't  see 

how uor ot hy can manage t o get  i t  out . 

2. spi cer *s maj or  mi ss i on t o Ber kel ey i s t o set t l e 

*he quest i on as t o who shoul d get  t he compl et e set  of  

t he var i ous WRA f i nal  r epor t s t hat  ar e bei ng pr epar ed by 

sec t i on and di v i s i on heads on t he pr o j ec t s . Bl oom of  UU 

LA i s af t er  i t . Al so t he Uu Ber kel ey L i br ar y has shown 
one 

an i nt er es t  i n i t . Ther e i s onl y set  avai l abl e, t he or i gi nal  
A 

goi ng i nt o t he Nat i onal  Ar chi ves . He i s r ecept i ve t o t he 

i dea of  maki ng t he Bancr of t  L i br ar y as t he depos i t or y . But  
<L 

t he di sput e, he s ai d, must  be set t l ed bet ween Berkel ey and 

UuLA. 

3. The WRA has a hi gh r egar d f or  Mor t on. He di d a 

good l i ai s on wor k bet ween t he J us t i ce and t he WRA. The 

wRA appr ei cat es i t . The WRA al so appr ec i at es Fr ank Mi ya-

mot o and Ni shi mot o. The f or mer  f or  t he wor k on Chi cago 

r eset t l ement , whi l e t he l at t er  f or  hi s wor k on t he pr oj ect  

as an ai de t o t he Br oj ect  Di r ec t or . Spi cer  sai d t hat  

J i mmy i s not  qui t e popul ar  wi t h t he WRA. Hankey hi t  t he 

a l l  t i me l ow. He s ai d, "Hankey made a f ool  of  her s el f . " 



4. spi cer  knows t hat  1 have been wor ki ng f or  you 

f or  a/l ong t i me. No f ancy expl anat i on on t hi s mat t er  i s 

necessar y. 

I  t ol d hi m t hat  t he st udy has been r ef i nanced f or  

t he next  two year s, but  t he scope wi l l  be much smal l er . 

NO spec i f i c expl anat i on on t hi s , except  t hat  i  wi l l  be 

wi t h the st udy f or  t he comi ng per i od. 

6. I  t ol d hi m t hat  our  r el at i ons wi t h t he WKA seemed 

st r ai ned "somewhat " at  pr esent , but  as f ar  as we ar e con-

cer ned spi cer  i s t he t op. "The communi t y Anal ys i s i s not  

a par t  of  t he WRA, because i t  i s t oo decent ," sai d I . 

7* ever yt hi ng i s cover ed now i n my l et t er s - -  t hi s one 

and t hat  dat ed J une 25. My t i me wi t h api cer  i s bei ng 

spent  i n compar i ng not es on oent er s ot her  t t en Tul e Lake. 

Regar ds t o a l l . 

Si ncer el y your s, 

P .S. The r emai ni ng cont ent  of  your  l et t er  has 'been not 4d. 

I  agr ee. 



i ^ ö ' O 

tm 



J une 25, 1945 

Dear Dor ot hy: 

I  have spent  sever al  af t er noons and eveni ngs wi t h Ned 

spi c er . The par t s of  t he conver sat i on per t ai ni ng t o our  

r el at i ons wi t h t h« WRA ar e as f ol l ows: 

1. The r epor t  on Hankey's l et t er  was submi t t ed by 

t he Censor  at  Sant a Fe  ̂ r equest i ng t hat  t he WRA act  im-

medi at el y upon i t . As f ar  as t he WRA was concer ned, t hey 

di dn't  t hi nk t he consent  was ŝer i ous , but  t he censor  hf i i ng 

as he i s was gr eat l y per t ur bed i n r eal i z i ng t hat  t he uni ver -

s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a was "i nvol ved i n a subver si ve ac t i v i t y . " 

Spi cer  bel i eved t hat  we act ed wi sel y i n t aki ng Hankey out  

i mmedi at el y, because t he aut hor i t y was r eady t o "i nt er n" 

her . He cl ai ms t hat  her  i nt er nment  was not  a r emot e possi -

b i l i t y . Now t he Washi ngt on WRA r egar ds t he mat t er  cl osed 

a mat t er  of  mi nor  i mpor t ance. 

2. Ni shtomoto evi ct i on was a news t o hi m and sur pr i sed 

hi m gr eat l y . He want ed t o f i nd out  who was behi nd t he move. 

Accor di ng t o hi m, many at  t he Washi ngt on of f i ce had known 

my connect i on wi t h t he St udy f or  a l ong t i me. Al t hough 

he di d not  make i t  c l ear , he was specul at i ng among Pr ovi nse, 

Ki mbal l , and Eex Lee. Ki mbal l , says spi cer . has a spec i al  

i nt er est  i n not  havi ng t he Post on hi st or y vp!r ,t t en. He i s 
v 

now wr i t i ng t he or gani zat i onal  hi st or y of  t he communi t y 

uounc i l s , f or  whi ch h£ had spent  much ef f or t s i n t he ear l y 

days, and does not  vt f l sh t̂hat  hi s Counci l s had f ai l ed. He 



knows t he r easons why I  had not  want ed t o be conver t ed and 

i s awar e t hat  I  am r esent f ul  over  t he mat t er . 

3. I  have l ear ned t be c r i t i c i sm of  t he WRA agai nst  us . 

one of  t he maj or  obj ect i ons i s t hat  we have been t oo posses-

s i ve and have r ef used t o suppl y i nf or mat i on t o t he WRA. My 

r epl y was t hat  we ar e not  r unni ng a ser vi c e or gani zat i on. 

I n or der  tolbe s c i ent i f i c and honest , such i nf or mat i on ( e .g . 

mont hl y r ppor t ) must  necessar i l y cont ai n r es t r i c t ed or  

conf i dent i al  i nf or mat i on f r om t he sour ces ot her  t han t he 

WRA. Thi s woul d not  be f ai r  t o t he sour ces . For  i ns t ance, 

1 s ai d, I  woul d not  l i k e my dat a used i n such r ppor t s t o 

t he WRA. I  s ai d, " I f  t hat  was t he ar r angement , I  woul dn't  

have wor ked f or  Dor ot hy ." ypi cer  seemed t o have under st ood 

t h i s . 

Spi cer  t hen commented why Dor ot hy spent  so many hour s 

wi t h uhap m̂an. "she coul d have wr i t t en a memorandum t o 

Myer ." I  r epl i ed t hat  chapman was cour t eous enough t o 

come over  t o Ber kel ey seek i ng her  s c i ent i f i c i nf or mat i on. 

uhapman came, whi l e wi t h Myer  i t  has been a di f f er ent  st or y 

al ways . He has not  shown much i nt er est  i n seeki ng Dor ot hy 's 

i nf or mat i on, f l or ot hy has been f or ced t o go over  t o san 

F r anc i sco, and ât  t hat M̂yer  woul dn't  gi ve her  any mggg t han 

t hr i t y mi nut es or  one hour  f or  such i nt er v i ew. "How ône 

t al k t h  ̂ compl i cat ed pr obl em i n t hi r t y mi nut es? won't  be 

s i l l y . You knnw t hat  y our s el f . " 

I  ment i oned t hat  t he WRA i s not  t he onl y agency we 

ar e l i v i ng wi t h, we ar e cooper at i ng wi t h ot her  gover n-

ment al  agenc i es and must  be f ai r  and i mp ar t i a l  on a l l  

mat t er s . 



spi cer  t hen sai d t hat  Myer  i s sor e because Dor ot hy t ol d 

chapman t hat  t he count y Super v i sor s woul d be opposed t o 

the r et ur n of  J apanese t o Cal i f o r ni a. I  under st and t hat  Myer  

had i nf or med Chapman exact l y t o t he opposi t e and i t  made a 

l i er  out  of - Myer . "Of  cour se, Dor ot hy was v i ndi cat ed on 

t hat  scor e, but  she coul d have t ol d Myer  bef o r e." so I  r e-

p l i ed, "Don't  t hi nk t hat  Dor ot hy doesn't  wor k har d her s el f . 

That 's her  par t ; she i nt er v i ews many peopl e. On t he Super vi sor  

mat t er  she wor ked har d and h a d g o o d dat a, whi ch f or ced her  

t o come t o t he conc l us i on. Di d Myer  ask her  about  i t ? No, 

he was n't  i nt er est ed i n what  Dor ot hy t hought  about  i t . I f  

Myer  asked her , she woul d have t ol d ¿f eT One t hi ng you must  

r ememer : Myer  woul d not  have agr eed wi t h her  conc l us i on, be-

cause Myer  does not  l i s t en t o anyt hi ng cont r ar y t o hi s 

own bel i ef s . 

4. spi oer  want s an access t o our  dat a. I  sai d I  coul dn't  

see how t hat  coul d be ar r anged. He sai d he woul d t r y anyway. 

5. spi oer  accuses Hankey of  copyi ng Opl er 's document s, 

t ^wi en ar e you goi ng t o publ i sh Opl er 's dat a?" I  r epl i ed, 

"We ar e not  goi ng t o publ i sh Opl er 's Tul e Lake dat a f or  

many year s , because t hey ar e t oo hot . I f  any per son has 

any i nt er es t  i n t he f ut ur e of  t he J apanese i n t he Uni t ed 

St at es , he shoul d l ock i t  up. I  cer t ai nl y woul dn't  make 

Opl er 's dat a on Tul e Lake avai l abl e t o you, and I  doubt  

i f  Dor ot hy woul d." 

spi cer  fefad Lei ght on came t o ^p a r t i n g of  ways 

l ast  November , spi c er  want s an access t o t he Lei ght on f i l es . 



But  he c an' t  get  t hem f r om Lei ght on. He asked, "One set  

i s deposi t ed wi t h t he Bancr of t  L i br ar y , i s i t ? " I  answer ed, 

"Y es , t hat 's r i gh t . " 

"Di d you see i t ? " 

" I  gjatfi iced t hr ough par t  of  i t . Not  a l l  of  t hem." 

V He wi l l  negot i at e wi t h you on t hi s mat t er . I  don't  know 

what  he want s t o do wi t h i t . One t hi ng def i n i t e i s t hat  
J  

\ \  Fr ench must  wr i t e a f i nal  r epor t  on Post on, and i s i qui t e 

I  

annoyed over  t he f act  t hat  he c an' t  get  hol d of  t he f i l es . 

Spi cer , 1 under st and, promise\ d̂ t hat  Fr ench wtoilild be de-

t ai l ed t o Ber kel ey i n t he f a l l J i  

M J A ,  r
 * ' 

Recor di ng t o hi s pr esent  pl an, spi cer  wi l l  be i n 

Ber kel ey somet i me ar ound J ul y 4. He wi l l  t r y t o bar gai n, 
A 

but  as I  see i t  we don't  need much supt f rot  f r om the o f f i c i a l  7 vT 

WRA f r om now on. However , spi cer  bel i eves t hat  we c an' t  

get  al ong wi t hout  t he suppor t  t hat  hag been gi ven by t he 

washi gnt on  ̂ He t hi nks he i s i n a bet t er  bar gai ni ng pos i t i on, 

whi l e I  t hi nk we ar e i n a bet t er  pos i t i on. 

The announcement  of  c l os i ng of  Uni t s I I  and I I I  was 

made on J une 23 ( F r i d a y ) . What  l uckt  I  had never  hoped 

t o have t hi s l uck when I  had pl anned t hi s t r i p . I  am get -

t i ng good dat a on t h i s . By t he way, my or i gi nal  pl an dur i ng 

my st ay her e has necessar i l y been ^̂ mp l et e l y êv i s e j . Ther e 

ar e onl y t wo weeks and hal f  l ef t  unt i l  t rul y 11. I  have 

made a r eser vat i on on t he t r ai n f r om Par ker  t o Los Angel es 

on J ul y 11. C 
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J une 28,1945 

Bear Di ck, 

X was cer tai nl y gl ad to get your l ong l et t er of J une 25th* 
He the point© made by Spi cert 

1» X have t r i ed to get from Kankey j ust what she di d say tcj, 
Toshi yama. Apparent l y she l i st ed a ser i es of happeni ngs at,\  
Tul e Lake( X c«.n imagine i n what sort of l anguage), and thi Si l  
coul d be i nterpreted as "gi vi ng ai d and comfort to the enemy" A 
Xn repl y to a quest i on from him she sai d" You know what X thi nk 
of Mr , Best ." Thi s was fol l owed by the remark about censorshi p 
about whi ch she tol d us» 

2* He R|f evi ct i on, X st rongl y suspect Provi nse as the man 
fcthlnd the scenes* Hemember he was i n Poston whi l e you were 
here* And he baa never for gi ven me for going di r ect to 
Ei senhower to get permi ssi on for the Study* 

3» Of- course we are "possessi ve" about our data* Thi s was 
understood from the begi nni ng by Mr* Ei senhower( but not by 
Provi nce et al )� I t was the basi s on whi ch we got our money, 
Spr oul 1s support , and the honest col l abor at i on( as you wel l  
poi nted out) of the evacuee staf f members* 

He Myer, the onl y time X ever had more than f i f t een mi nutes 
wi th him was the day 1 took him to the Mark Hopki ns for dr i nks* 
At that t i me, X t r i ed to gi ve him the "benef i t " of my obser vat i ons, 
but i nstead had to l i st en to what a great man and what a martyr 
he was* X don't see any reason why X shoul d not have tal ked 
to Chapman, nor di d X say anythi ng i ndi scr eet , unl ess r ai si ng 
quest i ons about the feasabi l i t y of the cl osure program can be 
consi dered so* X l aughed about the County Supervi sors i tem 
and your nobl e defencef whi ch woul d have been excel l ent had X 
sai d anythi ng about them! What act ual l y happened was that 
Bur l i ng and Chapman had themsel ves met wi t h the Supervi sors i n 
LA County and obtai ned a very unfavorabl e report* Thi s they 
di scussed at my house when Cozzens was present* Cozzens remarked 
that they shoul d never have seen or tal ked to these prej udi ced 
peopl e and that thei r sl ant was al l  wrong* How the story 
f i nal l y got at t r i buted to me i s a great mystery. Coz2ens 
of- course reported everythi ng that w s sai d at my house ( as X 
knew he woul d) and probabl y twi sted the whol e story i n t r ansmi t t al . 

4* No, Spi cer cannot have access to our dat a. X shal l  try to 
be ami abl e and make him understand our posi t i on* Tou have done a 
good j ob i n gi vi ng me a bui l d- up on thi s* 

5» Thi s paragraph i s compl etel y obscure to me* The onl y data 
of Opl er 's we have are those whi ch Spi cer hi msel f l oaned Norton 
from the Community Anal ysi s Fi l es* What do you mean by your 
statement " X cer tai nl y woul dn't make Opl er 's data on TL avai l abl e 

to you and X doubt i f Dorothy woul d"* I sn't Spi cer Opl er 's boss? 



2 
I am r eal l y i n a compl ete fog about t hi s. I t i sn' t important for 
you to take time now to expl ai n In det ai l , "but i f you can gi ve me 
a bet t er l ead on what he means, Z wi l l  be prepared for hi s "char ges" 
i f he makes them* 

6. êl ght on's aft data are not yet deposi ted wi th the Bancroft 
Li br ar y, but are a personal  l oan to me, not to be seen by anyone 
except a member of our st af f ( and speci f i cal l y not to be see by 
Tami e)* He has agreed to deposi t hi s mater i al s wi th Bancroft 
event ual l y, but Z assume that he means to deposi t al l  hi s mater i al s 
( i . e . the or i gi nal  Wcshi ngton f i l es, of itoich we have copi es of 
onl y par t )Spi cer must know damned wel l  that I woul dn't l et him 
have access to these f i l es wi thout Lei ght on's wr i t ten permi ssi on* 
What sort of l ouse does he thi nk Z am, anyway? As you remember, 
Z fought wi th Lei ghton for unr est r i ct ed use of the mater i al  by 
my st af f ( excl udi ng Tami e), but Z cer t ai nl y di d not say Z woul d 
show the stuff to Tom, Di ck ( pardon me, Z mean the Di ck who i s not 
on the st af f | ), Harry or »�Hed. 

Z don't qui te see what bar gai ni ng power Spi cer has now* Z 
woul d l i ke to cont i nue to get conf i dent i al  data from WRA, but Z 
suspect we have al ready l ost that possi bi l i t y* Eventual l y, Z 
thi nk Z shal l  want Morton to gi ve us a coupl e weeks of hi s time 
and cl ear up the f i nal  admi ni st rat i ve documentati on i n Washi ngton* 
There I s no use faci ng that probl em unt i l  we need the data* 
Otherwi se Z honest l y don't know what el se we need from WEA, 
except , as Z sai d, thei r f ul l  and free cooperat i on, i fcioh they 
have obvi ousl y al ready deci ded we are not going to get* The 
onl y way we can get i t i s wi t h time and I nevi tabl e personnel  
changes* 

Z cer t ai nl y don't want to antagoni ze Spi cer , but Z simpl y 
don't see any way out of the dilemma'« Do you thi nk Spi cer has 
been'sent here wi th def i ni t e i nst r uct i ons to get access to our 
data- - - or el se? 

Z agree that you are i n l uck i n bei ng at Poston when the 
cl osure of the two camps was announced* And the "penal ty" 
you have had to pay for worki ng seems to be al l  to our advantage* 
� * * * * 

Mi nor news items Z had an enforced associ at i on wi t h the l i ber al  
"upper- upper cl asses" of S3? yesterday, and di scovered that i t i s 
consi dered a prest i ge matter among them to have former evacuees i n 
thei r homes as ser vants�sor t of l i ke havi ng a European refugee 
i n your home* They gush enormousl y about the matter* Al so, 
my Antagoni st i c nextdoor nei ghbor i s consi der i ng taki ng i n a 
Ni sei woman and (Shi Id i nto her home because her hear t has mel ted 

hen she heard about al l  t hei r t roubl es* Straws i n the wi nd* 

Si ncer el y yours, 



J ul y 2, 19U5 

Dear Dorothy� 
A I  

I am enolosing my fi l ed note*« This i s the only oopy I made, and 

I wi l l  be using i t when I write a report as soon as I return* Please 

pardon the fact that typographical  errors are not corrected. So time* 

Spioer let for Los Angeles and San Franoisoo last night. He had ori-

ginal l y intended to vi si t Tule Lake, but has now revised hi s «bhedule and 

i s skipping the segregation center* From Berkeley he i s going directly 

to Topaz. He has l eft Poston with "mel low and tender feel ing toward 

Dorothy and her Study". A ground work on him has been laid» and i t 's 

your Job now to work on him. Spioer doesn't think much of Provi iae now. 

"He i s getting cal l ous»" was his remard on Pro- rinse. 

Res Your l etter of June 28. Spioer "bel ieves" that most of Hmnkey' 

data on Tule Lake are those copied from Opler, with and without hi s 

consent. I j ut laughed and told him that that might be truejand that 

i sn't my business how Hankey got her data. 

Please get in touch with the International  House regarding my 

housing. 
Hastely yours, 


