Tom Yoshiyama
905-A

Tuke TLake Center
Sept. 25, 1944

Miss Rosalle Hankey
Evacuation And Resettlement Study
Tule Lake Center

Dear Miss Hankey,

I acknowledge with sincere thanks your letter of
September 22, today concerning asnother meeting with me in
the near future.

If 1t 1s not inconvenient with you I will be most
glad to see you on the 29th of September which will be Fri-
day. Anytime after 8:30 A.M. will be fine with me.

Glad to be of any little service to you. I remain, .

Sincerely yours,




Tom Ioshiyama

90 5-4A

Tule lLske Center
Newell, California
December 22, 1944

Degr Miss Hankey:

Received your letter of December 18, 1944. You must forgive
me for my long negligence in writing you.

I will not be able to see you for about two weeks, for undoubt-
edly you already know my time will be pretty well OCCuﬁl ed, es-
pecially after the court hearings. Eowever, do not "give an the
ship" for I will let you know gometimes early vart of the next
month. I promise I shell see you during the early part of January.
I was indeed gled to see 3 at hearing Eindly exvres

your sincere ovninion without res £ o the atmosphere

court hesriner, As &n impartial ;‘”' 1C ¢ wish you to give me

a frank snd & sincere opinion conce hose 11 defendents and
their witnesgses. Do you think the ﬂn01dpnt of Degember 15, was
premeditated and svery details carefully planned? Lo you think
that the W.Reh. mey had something to do with it? Sometimes I
carmot think straight. I feel pretty bad about the whole darn
aeffeirs. te a gl hat a thing like that should happen amongst
the Japanege. 1 can lr. Begt prinning &t our blunder and our
behavior. 4t any rate I wish to know what impression you got out
of that court hearings.

istmag is near anag ¢ sd one at that. Llast yeer we had a2 Lew
s

Oy

Year in a Stockade. nstesd of warm foods on & "huncer
strike.”" This yeer it is bed. I am getting pretty well fed up
with evervbody in here and out. Well, in spite of everything 1
gtill wish you ¥ ry Christmes and a Happy New Yesr

< [

I will write sgein end let you know when I can see you. In the
meantime pleese write to me ggain. by regerds to your boy friend,
Sergt. Sam ieramian. I saw lr. John Burlings. <Thenks to you.







FYCNTIAN ava
CIENTIUN S]

{TA FE, NEW MEXICO




Satoshi Yoghiyama
Barrack 68

Alien Internment Camp
Santa Fe, New lMexico
Januvary 29, 1945

Dear Miss, Hankey;

Seemeg like I am constantly pestering you with my letter but I wigh
a2 reply to the following questions at your earliest convenience
possgible. I am writing you for the mere reason that my wife will
not be able to make a "head or tail" out my writings and further-
more, she lacks English knowledgze.

I wish to know the date for the followings:

1. The date the truck overturned which caused Mr, Tatsuto Kasghima's
death.
The date the Dai-hyo Sha first met.
Mr. Kashima's funeral.
The date the Negotiating Committee first conferred with the
Project Director, Mr. Best.
The date Mr. Tateishi was confined in the Stockade and the date
he wags releaged. What was his capacity and where did he have
his office. The estimated salary he was receiving for his position.
Some of the names of the Japanese who were supposedly working under
him.
The date and the names of the persons from the Stockade who con-
ferred with the Civic Organization (or the Coordinating Committee).
I wish to k¥now the names and the date for the first and second
conference. Also the names of the persons from the colony who had
conferred with the detainees,
Thedate Nr. Okamoto was shot.
The date Mr. Hitomi was slained.
The date of the court trial held at the Internal Securities office.
The name of the judge. His character as far as you know. The im-
preesion you had from that court hearing.

Your answers to the a2bove will be most appreciated Vy repards to

all my assoclates.
Sincereli yours,

[

Satoshi Y




Tom Satoshi Yoshiyama
Barrack 68

Alien Internment Camp
Santa Fe, New Mexico
March 9, 1945

Dear Miss. Hankey,

I thought I better write to you that I was finally dis-
charged from the hospital after spending more than 12 long
monotonous days. At present 1 am feeling fit as a fiddle and
I certainly hope you are too.

Are you still working on your "masterpiece?" For the
sake of humanity make it good - impartial - for I am counting
on you and your great achievement., I expect to hunt you up
wherever I may be sent - hoéoping my next stop will be Japan,

How 1s my friend, Mr, Best and his associates? I do hope
there are all fine because 1 expect to meet them again someday.

Will you do me a favor again? Buy me 2 Arrow or Manhatten
shirt, plain white, size 155. I am willing to pay almost any
price for it. Your attention to the above will be most.grateful.
There is no hurry,

There 1s not much I can write at the moment. Above all
take good care of yourself and keep me posted.

Sincerel
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Sunday, December 9,

Dear Dick,

1d "flame"”. Thought

Here &s an advance story sbout Hankey's o
ent a eopy to Resalie,

you and DST miecht enjoy seeing it. Is
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 AIASFX # T
. CADVANCE FOR AMS OF MONDAY, DEC. 10,) (480) CT— L
BY DUANCE HENNESSY
C(ADVANCE ) » 4 URAGA, JAPAN, DEC 4 10=¢AP)=TOM SATOSHI YOSHIYAMA, WHO
USED TO BE AN AMERICAN BUT DIDN'T LIKE IT, IS BACK IN JAPAN TODAY
AT HIS OWN REQUEST--BUT NOW HE IS CONVINCED COMPLETELY HE SHOULD
HAVE STAYED IN SAN FRANCISCO. N
IN THIS DREARY RECEPTION CENTER, CROWDED WITH JAPANESE REPATRIATES
FROM THE UNITED STATES, THE PACIFIC ISLANDS AND SINGAPORE, HE SAYS
DISGUSTEDLY |

*1 NEVER REALIZED IT WAS AS BAD IN THIS COUNTRY AS IT IS. PLEASE
DO ME A FAVOR AND SEND A MESSAGE TO OTHER JAPANESE IN THE UNITED
STATES WHO ARE THINKING OF COMING TO JAPAN. TELL THEM IN MY NAME
THAT I URGE THEM TO STAY WHERE THEY ARE."

YOSHIYAMA, WHO WAS BORN IN SALINAS,CALIF., 27 YEARS AGO, WAS
WITHIN ONE-HALF YEAR OF BEING GRADUATED FROM SAN FRANCISCO STATE
TEACHERS® COLLEGE WHEN WAR BROKE OUT. HE WAS PUT IN THE SANTA
ANITA CAMP, ‘

"I RENOUNCED MY UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP BECAUSE I FELT I WAS
BEING PUSHED AROUND," DECLARED YOSHIYAMA, WHO HAD VISITED JAPAN
THREE TIMES BEFORE THE WAR. "I HAD ALWAYS THOUGHT I SHOULD BE ON AN
EQUAL BASIS WITH CAUCASIAN FELLOWS. I FELT THAT EVEN THOUGH MANY
TIMES BEFORE I HAD RUN INTO THE COLOR BARRIER. I COULD NOT EVEN
USE FLEISHACKER POOL™ (A PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL IN SAN FRANCISCO).

®THEN WHEN THE WAR CAME ALONG I FELT SURE DEMOCRACY DID NOT APPLY

TO ME, BECAUSE OF THE WAY I WAS TREATED. THAT HIT ME HARD BECAUSE
I HAD ALWAYS CONSIDERED MYSELF A GOOD AMERICAN. I HAD BEEN A BOY
SCOUT, FUTURE FARMER OF AMERICA, BASKETBALL CAPTAIN==THEN ALL OF
A SUDDEN I WAS SHUNNED." T ' q -

YOSHIYAMA SAID HE "DOES NOT FEEL BITTER TOWARD THE UNITED
_ STATES AND STILL IS WILLING TO COOPERATE." A

HE RENOUNCED HIS CITIZENSHIP IN DECEMBER, 1943, AND ADMITTED
TODAY "I WAS CONVINCED THEN THAT JAPAN WOULD WIN THE WAR. I JUST
GOT MAD AT AMERICA, I GUESS," i 4! A s

QUESTIONED AS TO WHY, AS LATE AS' DECEMBER, 1943, HE STILL
THOUGHT JAPAN WAS WINNING, YOSHIVAMA MADE THIS ASTOUNDING REPLY:

“UHY, 35 PERCENT OF THOUSE WAG CANE BACK TO JATAN &% THE SHIP YITH

ME STILL THOUGHT JAPAN HAD WON THE WARs THEY THOUGHT IT WAS JUST A

BUNCH OF AMERICAN PROPAGANDA THAT JAPAN SURRENDERED. THEY THOUGHT
WE WERE BEING BROUGHT TO JAPAN BECAUSE THE JAPANESE HAD WON THE WAR
AND WERE COMPELLING THE AMERICANS TO TRANSPORT US."

Akt

A146FX

AS FOR HIMSELF, YOSHIYAMA SAID HE BECAME CONVINCED JAPAN HAD
LOST THE WAR WHEN HE HEARD OF THE, CAPTURE OF IWO JIMA. ASKED WHY
HE REALIZED JAPAN HAD LOST WHEN THE OTHERS STILL THOUGHT SHE WAS WIN-

NING, HE SAID "HELL, I HAD COMMON SENSE."

INCIDENTALLY, YOSHIYAMA WAS ONE OF THE BAD BOYS OF TULE LAKE WAR
RELOCATION CENTER AND ONE OF THE RINGLEADERS OF DISTURBANCES THERE.
HE SPENT EIGHT MONTHS IN THE STOCKADE AS A RESULT. HE IS BUSY NOW
TELLING OTHER JAPANESE THE CAMP. OFFICIALS "STOLE FOOD THAT BELONG-
ED TO THE JAPANESE AND WERE RUNNING A BLACK MARKET."

HIS BIGGEST CAUSE OF DISCONTENT RIGHT NOW IS THAT HIS BRIDE OF THO

MONTHS IS IN THE UNITED STATES. SO FAR, ONLY WIVES OF DIPLOMATS |
HAVE BEEN RETURNED TO JAPAN, ~HE COMPLAINS THERE IS NO WAY TO'LET
HER KNOW HE HAS ARRIVED SAFELY IN JAPAN, DUE TO THE BAN ON JAPAN-

ESE CABLES AND MAIL. 2

HE WAS ASKED "NOW THAT YOU ARE BACK IN JAPAN, JUST HOW DO YOU
FEEL ABOUT AMERICA?"

»I ADMIT IT IS A DAMN GOOD COUNTRY,"™ HE REPLIED.

"JOULD YOU LIKE TO GO BACK?" _

"EVEN IF I WANTED TO THEY WOULDN'T LET ME NOW," HE RESPONDEDs

"YES, BUT WHAT IF THEY WOULD LET YoU?"

YOSHIYAMA LOOKED A LITTLE WISTFUL AS HE SAID:

I THINK I WOULD GO BACK." ‘

(END ADVANCE FOR AMS OF MONDAY, DEC. 11-MOVED DEC. 3)

(END ADVANCE FOR AMS OF MONDAY, DEC. 19

MW EErYs smedn

(END ADVANCE FOR AMS OF MONDAY, DEC. 10-MOVED DEC. 8)
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