February 24, 1943

Dr, Monroe Deutsch
Vice-President and Provost
Administration Bullding

Dear Dr, Deutsch:

I am enclosing a copy of & memorandum regarding
my conversation with Mr, Pomeroy, and also a copy of the
letter I have received from Dean Lipmen., I am very much
concerned about this whole situatlion, and am quite deter-
mined that no personal considerations, such as my friend-
ship with Dean Lipman, should stand in the way of carrying
the thing further,

Unfortunately, Dr, Woods will be out of town wntil
next Tuesday, and I feel that this is not a matter for the
Extension Division, but for the Graduate School to settle.
However, it seecms o me best to ecarry the thing to Dr,

Woods and see what sort of possibilities there are there,

As you dmow, this is the first time that I have been
willing to take any stand on questions involving the Japan-
ese or Japanese-Americans, for I have felt that any positive
stand would be likely to prejudice the study of Evacuation
and Resettlement., It seems to me, however, that it 1s my
duty as a professor to attempt to protect the rights of my
students, This particular situation 1s in no way connected
with the Evacuation and Resettlement study, except for the
fact that the students in question are members of my staff,

I shall certainly appreciate any further advice that
you can give me, I feel that the situation is completely

hopeless as far as both Dean Lipman and Dr, Pomeroy are
concerned,

Very sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Professor of Rural Soclology

Enclosures - 2.
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Notes on Meeting with Mr, Pomeroy
February 24, 1943,

Dean Lipman's letter, copy attached, dated February 20,
arrived in the campus mail this morning, February 24, I imme-
diately made an appointment to see Mr, Pomeroy, and this was
arranged for 11.30 a.m,

Dean Lipman had already comunicated with Mr. Pomeroy, and

Mr, Pomeroy's first statement after greeting me was, "Mrs, Thomas,

the answer 1a'not" His objections to my proposal were based on

twe points. In the first place, there is a techniecal difficulty
to registration in sbsentia. The policy of reglstration in
absentla was apparently pursued by the University some years ago,
led to many difficulties, and was discarded. MNr, Pomeroy is
loath to establish a new prec in thls respect, I asked
whether the objection would be overcome if the Japanese American
students could be physically present and register in person since
it 1s possible that thls could be arrenged with Army authorities,
although i1t would be expensive and inconvenlient, Mr, Pomeroy
seemed distressed and made no answer, but brought up his second
objection. He said he was opposed in principle to the registra-
tion of Japanese Americans in the University at present. He sald
that they had been excluded from this area and, therefore, were
excluded from the University of California. He sald further that
he feared repercussions if the names of any Japanese Americans
ghould appear in the directory of officers and students.

I expressed my dissatisfaction with both of the points that
Mr, Pomeroy brought up. I asked him whether it was true that we
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gave credit to students who were working in the field. He

i N
admitted that thls was true, but, that if he permitted my three

students to register, it would open the way to hundreds of other
Japanese American graduate students to register in the University.
I pointed out that this was highly improbable, since, as far as
I knew, no o¥™¥r professor, except myself, was at present in the
position to give graduate training to and meintain the standards
of the Graduate School for Japanese American students. MNr.
Pomeroy then asked what would happen 1f some other professor
later were in the same position, I replied that in that case I
could see no reason why other students of other professors should
not be allowed to register, but that that question obviously could
not be answered until further applications were made, I expressed
U!}objectiona very positively to Mr, Pomeroy's second point on the
ground that I saw no reason for discriminating against persons
with Japanese names.

I asked Mr, Pomeroy whether it would be acceptable to him
to have a three-cornered conference with President Sproul if
President Sproul were interested in the matter, Mr. Pomeroy, of
course, agreed. He suggested, however, that I take up the matter
of getting the students credit through the Extension Division., I
pointed out that the Extension Division has no provision for credit
for graduate work, He then asked why the students would not be
satisfied with undergraduate crgdit. I replied that this would do
no good since they are fully qualified to begin their graduate work,
and have in fact already had one semester of graduate training
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without credit. He suggested then that I tell them that they

could probably get some credit for the work they were doing by
examination at the end of the war. I pointed out that it would
be very undesirable for an individual professor to make a promise
of that sort, end that I could give them no assurance that the
promise would be fulfilled., I indicated that as thelir major pro-
fessor I wanted to plan a long-time graduate program and that this
was just a beginning,

stodenbe—eenstdered, I Indicated further that in both undergrad-
uate and graduate work, the question of morale was an ilmportant,
one, and that I should like to assure them that the University
was behind them in this program of graduate work, although it was
completely understood that no standards would in any way be
relaxed, and that the graduate program would require physical
residence for a conslderable period after the end of the war,

Mr, Pomeroy and I were unable to reach any agreement in the
matter, except that my next two steps should be, first, to approach
Dr, Woods about possible extenslion credit and, second, if I felt 1t
desirable, to try to interest President Sproul in the matter.




Dr, Momroe X. Deutseh,
Vico-President and Provoss,
AMministration Building.

Dear D r. Deutseh,

1 am enclosing = letter from Dean Lipman, dated MNareh 3
and received March 8, ia reply to ny letter of February 24.

In this letter, Demn Lipman discusses the "other much
Hore serious grounds" mentioned in his letter of February 20, for
denying my request to register three Japanese Ameriean students
for graduate work, He raisese the cuestions of
a) whether it is possidle for students in the soci:l seientes +o
study problems of which they are a part, and (b) whether competent
guldance ean be given to students €arrying on research in the field.
Dean Lipman answergs bDoth of these questions negatively,

In rogard to the uestion of blas, 1t seems %o me th.t
Yoan Lipman misses ome of the main points of soeial selenmce
research, namely, that competent soeial scientists have givenm 2
large par$ of their attomon to the magtter of observer reliability,
Dotection of blas and devising means of overcoming bias are
technical probelms that are mot mow to us. Ve train our students
in methods of obJective recording. o devise means of evalue
ating dbias where £% cannot de overcome. Ve cheek a2nd eross cheak.
Ve do not, of-course, ashieve perfeetion, but we do kmow how teo
allow for imperfections in our data and in our tools of amalysis.
And, further, we consider that "bias", or the matter of
given peo le view 2 givem situation 18 in itsels an important partg
of the da%a of the soeial seiences,

Dean L ipman overlooks another important roint adout the
Bature of bias, 1.0., that, irrespective of the observers, it
varies vith the $opic under consideration, In the Evacuation
anc Rescttlement Study, bias has had to de guarded against 4a
analyses of pressure groups, of am ~administration riots, of the
issues involved in strikes. Ye have found, however, that 1%
plays o mimor role in Malyses such as the following, Which have
been made by our Japamese Americam o dstants: £ “of cole
lective behavior structure of the family; types of private
enterprises QL development of coorer:tivesg food, eclothing
and lterg communicationsy educational organi-zationg and
a long list of other topics on which we have had reports.

Desn Idpman's argument implies that mo soefal seientist
ean make =n unbiassed study of ~ seeial grour of which he is
& momber. Swedes studying Swedes, Jews studying Jews, women
studying women are presumadly ruled out because of -uai'.
Ve, of-course, would never ¢ that a Swede 18 the
person vho should study Swedes; the appreach of the seientist
from another culture is vitally important, but the study of the
Swedes by outsiders alone, withous the cooperative offorts of
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Swedes would probably bias the results in terms of the foussider! s”

eultural equipment. e have found, om the Evaguation and
Resottloment Study, that the outsider-insider dias is by Mo
means always in the expeeted direction. I have had trouble

in devising means of overcoming the strong anti-Japanese blas of
tvo of my Japanese American assistants. I have also hed %o guard
against the gemm of one of my Causasian Americam assistamits to
develop what might be ealled the "evacuee attitude." Bias has
unquestionably been ome of our big prodlems, dut we have

constantly aware of it, and have a considersble body of dats om

i4s manifestations. In fact, one of the mont interesting chapters
iz our methodological volume will be the one, mow ia preparasion,
ealled "An Analysis of Bias in Partiecipant Observation." ‘

The preeceding para have, I bdolieve, shown that we
have the factor of bdas well er control, bDoth for our "ountsiders",
i40. ouwr Causasian American assistants, for our "insiders", 4.e.
our Japanese American assistants. The point at issue, is

vhether, as is now the scase, only the former are to de pernmi tte

to register and receive graduste eredit for the work they are
doing. That the latter are not permitted registration or credit
i# plainly an unreasemable diserimination.

Ia regard %o the type of field training received by my
aéssistante, I should like to ocall your attention to am important
diserepaney between my lotter of February 16 to Dean Iiomen, and
Dean Lipman's ro erence to my letter in his reply of Mareh 3. I
Sald "Training has beem earried through both by persenal contaet
and s eminer sessions in the Relocation Centers b nyself and by“

D Y Woerv on & a J Arghn & (-} € -
hogation ¢ T n referping to this Dean Lipmmn says
¢ i3 not engugh that they [the students] de
by a research assistant." Ag Dean L l:n wa, vo
prastically full time to the directhon of the study, in comsulsation
with Professor Lowie and others of our senior -urf: xmiex ik
My Osueasion American assistamts fulfill dual roles of trained _
and trainer. They are supervised, and, im turn supervise others,
This is the procedure I follow, in uiuuod graduate instruetion,
not only in the field but ong the campus, and 1% 19, I believe,

good educutional teschnique.

1 kmow you will undorstand that I am quiste disturded
at the implications of Dean Iipman's letter, for bdoth the students
and the study itself are mow under attack,

Rogarding the students, I have an appointment to nee
Dre. Voodes on Tue ¢ Mareh 9, I shall them explore the possidility
of eredit through the Lxtension Division. The outloek is mot
promising, sinee the deadline for late regicstration is Mareh 185,

Very sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas



March 24, 1943

Dr., Monroe E, Deutsch
Provost and Vice President
Administration Bullding

Dear Dr, Deutsch:

I am enclosing a copy of Dean L1 's reply to
of Merech 15, 1945. The 1issues raised this lépti?;r a:lPéY, Jf%teefievo,

serious ones, so serious that, if you and the President can find the
time, I belleve we should have a conference on the matter.

In the first place, Dean Lipman takes the stand, without
sufficient iInformation, that the work outlined in my letter cannot
be objective. He goes on to say that the analyses I deseribed "do
not lend themselves to statistical study." As a matter of fact,
some of them do, but the question is beside the point. This stand
that Dean Lipman 1is tnkingi i1,e, that research must involve
statisties in order to be "objective," shows a complete lack of
Imowledge of the scope and methods of research in the soclal sc¢iences.
It 1s true that some of us (including myself) prefer quantification
when quantification is appropriate and possible. But all of us
recognize that a very small portion indeed of social science data
lends itself to quantification. Most of the distinguished research
in sociology (including that of W,I, Thomas, and indeed of the whole
Chicago "school"), all in history, most of that in political science,
at least half in economies, the overwhelming bulk of anthropological
research (including that of Franz Boas, Robert Lowie, etc.), and a
large part of psychology and geography, would have to be excluded as
non-ob jective because it does not lend itself to statistical study.

I believe you will appreciate the seriousness of this point
of view in consideration of the fact that Dean Lipman is in charge
of the Institute of Soclal Sciences in this University. If he really
intends to be consistent, we certainly face a very difficult problem
in the Institute,

In the second place, Dean Lipman raises the question of
whether students who are paid for their work can receive graduate
eredit for this work. As far as I know, this issue has never been
raised before. Most research assistants in this University are
"paid" for their work, but, if the work shows sufficient independence,
I know of no case in which the pecuniary award is considered a
substitute for academic credit. Many students, also, submit the re-
sults of their labor in connection with jobs outside the wmiversity
(e.g. with government agencies) for theses at both the Master's and




Dr, Nenroe E, Deutseh - 2, March 24, 1943

Doctor's level.

I am not replying to Dean Lipman's letter, since each
reply so far hag brought up a series of new issues, and I am
appalled at the ramifications of what once seemed to be a very
simple matter. I enclose a sumary of the arguments, for your
convenience in reviewing the situation. You have, I believe,
the complete flle of letters,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swalne Thomas
Professor of Rural Seclology

Enclosure




SUMMARY OF CORRESPORDENCE BETWEEN D.S, THOMAS AND
DEAN C.,B, LIPMAN RE QRADUATE CREDIT? FOR THREE
JAPANESE AMERICAN STVDENTS

On February 16, I asked Dean Lipman for permission to register
three Japanese American students in sbsentie for four units of credit
eash in Agrisultural Economies 208. I pointed out (a) that the
students had had honor records as undergraduates, (b) that they had
already had one semester's intensive training by me and "gonstant
supervision by a research assistant resident in the Relocation
Center” and (e¢) that the Library had agreed to send them books on
interlibrary loan. I noted 't.:l.ae that eredit for exactly the same
type of field work, as that performed by the Japanese Americans,
was given, without any questions ralsed, to our Caucasian assistants
on the same project.

On February 20, Dean Lipman replied that registration in sbsentia
involved "the establishment of a precedent and the breaking of policy”
and referred the matter to Mr, Pomeroy, Registrar, He added, however,
that "there are other much more serious grounds” for denying my
request,

On February 24, I saw My, Pomeroy and he denled the request for
registration in absentia.

On the same day, I informed Dean Lipman of Mr, Pemeroy's stand
and suggested possible ways out of the dilemma, but asked that he
first clarify the "other much more serious grounds for denying my
request.”

On March 3, Desn Lipman replied that these grounds were
suspicion of bims on the part of the students. "I should personally
regard data collected by students who start out with a bieas in faver



of their own people, or who might well do so, as being of question-
able value.” He added that the students should be under the
constant supervision of the professor anyway and that "it is not

.. enough that they be visited occasionally by a research assistant,"

and that "research assistants are not eligible to direct other
students.”

In replying, on Mareh 15, I pointed out that competent soclal
sclentists had devoted a great deal of sttentionm to the matter of
bias, were well aware of its nnﬁn and manifestations and had
devised tools for evaluating and overcoming it., I added that
irrespective of observers, blas varied with the situation being
observed, and pointed out that blas was not always manifest by
observers in the direstion expected on & priori grounds, I ealled
Dean Lipman's attention to an important diserepancy in his reference
to the type of supervision the students were getting and my original
statoment covering this supervision., I added that I used the same
techmique on and off campus, and that it was an approved technigue
for advanced graduaste instruction.

Dean Lipman, in his reply of March 22, said that he was not
eonvineed about the objectivity of the work my students were doing
and noted that the teples I had enumerated earlier "do not lend
themselves to statlstloal study." He sald further that, since they
were pald for thelr work, no discrimination was involved, that the
privilege I asked for waes not given to other students, and specifically
is not given to men in the Army and Navy, "some of whom could con-
O-‘ldﬂ',nh such observations in the fleld just as well as the
Japanese students are doing,"



Dre Momroe E, Deutsch
Acting Prosident
University of California

Doar Drs Doutsch:

On Friday, Dr. Bdward Spicer, Head of the Commnity Analysis Division
of the Wer Relocation Authority had a confercnce with Mre Wiloo: and myself
relative to the disposition of a complete set of the Authority's rocords and
docunontary matorialss

There will be only two complete sets of these unique matorialsp
elthough a third set, which will be about 75% complete, will be assembleds
One of the complete sets goos to the liational archivese There remains the
question of whother the other 1007 complote set should come to the Bamepelt
Libtrary and the University Lilrary on the Derleley campus or whothor it
should 70 to Usleleds If wo got the oomplote set, UsCeleds will mly
got the 75 set == and vice vorsa. Since both UsCuleds and Derleloy have asle
ed for the complote set, somo administrative decision should be made, and I
respoctfully request that you decide tho caso on its meritc and write to
Mre Dillon Myor so that he will Imow how to proceeds

Tou will understand, I em cure, that I am most amxious to have
the complete set avallable in Derleleys. I have boen refinanced for two
years fram July 1, 1046 by the Rockefeller Foundetion, and by University
Funds to tring to camplotion the comprehensive ctudy of Ivacustion end low
location on which I and my colleegucs heve boen working since Pearl Harbor.
That ghese records will be of great value to us goos without sayings Thet
thm\!\d-poait elsouhere than in Berkeley would hemper owr work is equally
obvioug,e

There are, however, other reasons than the conveniemce of my
colleaguce and myself that seem to male Sorkeley rather than Los Anpeles
the propor depository for those materials:

(1) Other importent sowrce matorials beering on the Japanece
evecuation have dready boen given or promised to the Berkeley librariess
These include

(a) The original data collocted in four Ascembly Conters
end four Relocation Projects by myself and my staff,
These documents now £ill some six complete filing
cabinotss They will be carefully indexed and turned
:;er. by an agreoment already mede, to the Baneroft

brarye '

Documents and records obtained by my colleagues from
the Department of Justice, the War Department, the
Vestorn Defense Carmand, the Consus Dureau, the Joint
Immigration Commiseion and other public end private
agoncles covering many phases of the evacuations
These, when reloeased by the agencies eoncerned, will
likewise be doposited in either the Bancroft lLibrary
or tho Documorts Divielon of the University Library at




Dre Monroe . Deutsch

Berkeleys

Lieutenant Comender Alexander lLeighton's complote
files on the Posten Relocation Center which were
collocted by a large staff during 1942-43 and which
have been utilized only to a small extent in his
recently published book "The Goverming of Men".
Those files have been loaned to me with the under-
standing that they will eventually be given to the
Dencroft Librarye An aegreoment to this effect has
alroady been dresm up botween Commander Leighton and
the Banoroft Librerys

Governor Varren's series of maps on the location of
Japanose holdings at the outbreak of the war., As

you lmow, these maps heve an historical importance,
in thet they wore used as one of the chief argusments
for evacuations They have been left with us in trust
for the duration of the wars An agrecment has been
drawm up to the effect that they are to e deposited,
at the end of the war, in the Bancroft Library.

(2) Several Univorsity Departments in Derkeley are planmine ome
tensive postewar studies of the Japanese Hinoritys Those which have defined
their problems, tentatively, include Agricultural Fconemics, Foonomics,
Anthropology, end Politicel Seiences If, as is hoped, a Soclology Depeart=
mont is established, it is clear that this Depertment, too, will have &
strong inteorest in minority problemse

(3) BDoth Berkeley and Stanford ere planning extensive prosrams
of Par Bgstern studiess Hmphasis will necessarily be placed on Japans
Information on the Japanese in America will be helpful to their prosramse

In view of these three facts, namely a very extensive body of
original material already in our libreries or promised to them, various
plens for following up the comprohensive study my colleagues end I are now
bringing to campletion, and plans for Japanese studies both ab Borlkeley
and Stanford, tho seloction of Berkeley as the depository of the Ver Relo-
cation Authority's complote set of doouments is strongly indicateds I have
every hope that UsCelsAs will recognise our priority in this matter and I
trust that you will mediate es far as possible in bringing this about, Ir
you ere in agreerent with me, would you be willing to write lrs Dillon Myer
end ask: hin to deposit the complete set of WRA doouments in the Berleley
Library?

Very sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomes
Professor of Rural Seciology




OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
August 3, 1945

Dr. Dorothy S. Thomas
338 Giannini Hall
Campus

Dear Professor Thomaas:

Thank you cordially for your letter of
July 9. I have written Dr. Spicer a very strong
recommendation that the material with reference to
W.R.A. be placed in the library here at Berkeley.,
Your letter has been most helpful.

Cordlally you =i
%im e
Monkg

E, Deutsch
Acting President

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA—(Letterhead for interdepartmental use)




