
(A list of the dolegates of this section is available in thc Press Room)

C011FERBECE 0N AGING Digest of IProceedings
Atfgulst 13-15, 1950 Section IX
Tho Shoroham Hotel Community Organization
lashington, D. C. Mforniing session, Aufl 15
Russell, EX. 6300, Ext. 4625

Approved by Dr. Horsohel W. Nisongor, Chairman

IIEDIRTE RELEASE

During the first half of the morning the meinbers of the Section met in
the four sub-groups to wvind up their deliberations on -'hat comimunity or-anr -
zation for the aging should be and hoz it should function. Thoti the Scoti on
met as - unit to hoar the four group loadors present the rocomeiondatiC'1s of
their respective groups, for the oonsideration of the i.vholQ Section.

Dr. Horschol Tard Hisongor, Chairman of the Section, told tho eneomrs
he thourght the Secti on -was not proe-roed to make any s;pocific rocoaiembndcdtions
as to tho structure of comy.unitbr oranAiza.tion but only as to the broad func-
tions. Thero was gcneral agreemecnt to this viow.

Tho rocomundations presentod to a.nd accepted by the nomembors included:

1. The essonce of corwni.ty organrization for the aging is the process
of problucr solvin,, and the procoss starts Aihore the noods aro. The process
of conunity org)aniczation is continuous, and tho continual study and redoefin-
in, of the problem is esscntial.

2. Planning for tho agin- should be part of total cornmunity plannin,
utilizing all oxisting agencies cormorned with tho problemn land onconurin-
,wide participa.tion of many people. Tho sing-le project approach is not onough.
Connunitics could profit by studying ;;hat certain national groups are doing
for their arod. Older poople will naturally wiant to take part in any community
planninG for tho a-ing.

3. VIlhilo cach loca1 community should assunmo as much responsibility as
possible a^nd "not pass the buck," many cannot solve the problom alone. Thus
plannin, for thc aging should be on a State-wrido bassis, twith nany ooinunitios
vworldn; togethor.

4. lieuch moro needs to bo donc to develop w-ays of concLit oning general
cttitudos toward the aging. It is necessa-ry to deovlop Mnoro favorable com-
m.aunityr cliateo about tho aged in the cormunity, as a valuable resource w,-ith
rich experience. ,,'herevor possible oxisting agoncies should ro-orient their
thinking in order to do nore in behalf of the aged. Nationlal foundations
should concern themselves about the aginC poroblemr~ with . viow towrzrd setting
in rioti on exporimcntal, comprohonsive, programrs for the aging as dcnonestr-.ti ens.

5. In setting stanUdards and ostablishinL' critl-ria it is esscntij~l to
utilizo the skills and exporiencos of all public and privatc ..enCieS Coocornod:Iith the aLging probler. NSTUTE OF
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6. The long-range approach should be adopted in order to plan as
much preventive work as possible, with a view tolTard minimizing the problems
of the aging in the future, or at least to hel1 prevent them from becoming
worsen

7. Since the general recognition of the aging problem is still so
new, the approach to it-must be flexible, otherwise there is the danger of
stereotyping programs in this field.

8, There should be local, state, and national clearinghouses to ex-
change information and exneriences, with wide marticipation of public and
private agencies, A fluid, tin-.way flow of ideas from the local to the national
should be encouraged. The national clearinghouse might also spearhead planning
and action programs for the aging, and either engage in research or stimulate
it.

There was enthusiastic response by the members of the Section to the
proposal that this Conference on Aging should be the first of many national
forums on the subject.

Before the meetingC adjourned Dr. Nisonger read a prepared resolution
asking that a unit be established in the Federal Security Agency to be con-
cerned with the aging problem. There was extended discussion on the pro-
posal; both pro and con. Some thought there should be more thinking on the
uroblem, and. it was finally Pgreed that this Conference was not called to
pass resolutions but rather to agree on broad princinles. The resolution
was tabled,

In adjourning the meeting, Dr. Nisonger thanked the delegates for their
valuable contributions, andrsaid they had a rare opportunity to take back to
their own communities the ideas and experiences they got at this Conference,

The discussion leaders of the four pub-groups are: Mrs. Jean Carter
Ogden, Miss Beryl J. Roberts, Professor Jesse S. Ogden, and Pr, Miilton Terris.


