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The United States as an organized society stands committed to the values of
longevity;-a long life and plenty of it. Since we have been able to implcment
these values--and our demographic situagtion is favorable-~wec would expcct to find
agced people everywhere. An gnalysis of the ecology of our old pcople accordingly
must be devoted to the cxplanation of differentials: that is, the qucstion is
why larger proportions of aged people arc found in certain arcas and types of com-
munitica? Two answers arc possiblc. The aged will be found in greater proportions
in (1) arcas to which thcy have migrated and in (2) arcas in which larger propor-
tions of the maturc population have remained to grow old together, The wholec con-
tent of this paper will of nccessity be devoted to the interplay of thesc two

thenmcs.

Retirement from the labor market might well be accepted as the erucial act
in determining the ccology of our aged population. Hcre possibly for the first
time in their mature lives, individuals find themsclvcs in the position where the
place they reside is not determined by the requirements of the job. From now on
they can be oricnted to their own needs as consumers rather than to thc dcmands
thc cconomy has placed upon them as producers. This is a situation which cuts
both ways. If ever thcy wanted leisure to spend, they have it now. If cver they

lacked moncy with which to spend leisure, it is probable they will lack it now.
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Our first effort accordingly is to answer the question: what effect does
retirement have upon the location of old people? If we had asked this question
of an older generation we might have recelved in answer the refrain of a sad, old
song: "Over the hills to the poor house."” If we had looked for stereotypes in
the roaring twenties, we would have been told that "the retired farmers of Iowa
are going to California to spend their declining days in the sunshine," If there
is a rationale connecting retirement with location, it behooves us to examine it.

No doubt when old people retire some will follow the impulse to go "where the
livin' is easy," in Porgy's immortal song. These are the ones we should expect to
find in certain California commnities and in St. Petersburg, Florida. Such
special commmnities are worthy of detalled study in the ecology of the aged. Those
who retire to these sunshine cities are also the ones we may expect to find in the
well-known higher income brackets and among those whose employers have set up
falrly generous pension schemes. What we have come to here is the hypothesis that
migration of the aged is a function of economic position with the suggestion that
the most likely migrants at older ages will be those with retirement incomes.

There is another approach to the set of hypotheses which seem to be emerging
from our statement of the problem: old people mey have to move, 1f they lack
means to support themselves as independent households in the locality of current
residence. Here we would expect the aged, especially women over 65, to go where
relatives are located, Since these relatives are usually their children, we would
expect this stream of migration to follow the paths followed by the mature popu-~
lation twenty to forty years ago. We also have some reason to expect single old-
sters to be more importent than couples in this movement. If thelr children have
not migrated, neither will this group of old people.

To develop an ecology of old people 1t is necessary then that we know some-

thing about their retirement status and their famlly characteristics.
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Examination of labor force data indicates that at age 60 years about fourw
fifths of the men in 1940 were still in the labor force of the nation. From age
65 to T4 almost half the men were still in the labor force. After 75 the pro-
portion dwindled to less than one in five. A decade ago 1t seems that old men
werc more likely to stay at home with a Job than to retire. If they migrated it
would be as a member of the labor force. Aged women in the labor force, on the
other hand; never rose higher than 13.6 per cent for those aged 60 to 64 years.

It fell to 2 per cent for those 75 and over. Rural-farm males continued longer in
the labor force, rural-nonfarm males dropped out sooner.

We may secure a partial answer to this question: "Where do the old folks
live?" by an exemination of the statistics on marital status and family composition
They indicate in 1940 that 68.8 per cent of those 65 and over lived in their own
households; 16.4 per cent in households with sons or daughters; 10 per cent with
other relatives or as lodgers; 2.5 per cent in institutions and 1.6 per cent with
other relatives or as lodgers; 2.5 per cent in quasi-houscholds » apartment hotels,
boarding homes and the like. Men tend to live in thelr own houses more than
women, 75.5 per cent compared to 62.5 per cent. Vomen more often lived with Bons
or daughters, 22.2 per cent to 10.4 per cent. Older males maintain their own
hovseholds longer if they live on farms (78.6 per cent); women, in rural-nonfarm
arcas 68,8 per cent. Larger proportions of older women (27.0 per cent) also live
with thelr children on farms. From such facts Marion B, Smith drew the following
conclusions: (1) a large part of the aged men in 1940 were living in their own
homes with their wives, and were wholly or in part self-supporting through their
labor. (2) A large portion of the clderly women were not living in their own
domiciles but in establishments with their sons or davghters and they received thei
support wholly or in part from their offspring or from the state in the form of

old age relief.
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Mcreover there are more older women ‘than men and a higher proportion are

"

widowed. In the middle classes and above consistent efforts are made to leave "an
estate" or insurance for the widowed. Therefore we have &very right to assume in
1940 that the impact 'of older men on the ecology of the aged was in tefms of orien-
tation to the productive economy while that of women was in texrms of "retirement"
in quo-bes; and affected for many by the decision to reside with their children., We

would thus have to assume that older women are more migratory than men. No assuvmps

thew about dged couples is justified from these data
II

In our search for hypotheses about the ecology of the aged, we must focus our
range finder on areas as well as on families. In tem;s of our theordtical model, we
have sald that two areas should cmerge: areas to which the aged go and areas in
which the aged are left. Where then do the oldsters stay and where do they go? On
farms, in villages, or in the cities? On the West Coast, in New England, Florida
end California, or the Middle West? Where do older men predominate and in what type
of commmnities and aregs is the excess of older women to be found?

In twenty years from 1930 to 1950 the sex ratio of all the elders fell from
101.3 men per 100 women to 8G.4. There are now 900,000 more women than men over 65.
In urban territory older women exceed older men by more than a million;, in rural-
nonfarm terri‘bbry by 80,000, The account is baldnced on farms where there is a
surplus of 209,000 men among the older group. In every census period older women
vere found more often in urban and less often in rural farm arcas. Aged men as
would be expected, show greater prcdominance in rural fayrm tcrritory. Analysis by
Tive ycar age groups in 1950 shows that on farms older men 'come to exceed older women
around age 55. In other residence groups women invariably predominate in all ages
over fifty except for age 60-6L, This offers some indication that our surplus of

aged women may be transferred from the 60-64 year old group.
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More snd more the population old and young has shifted from countrysidec to
city. From 1910 to 1650 the change went on with the aged showing consistent
partiality only for the rural-nonfarm residence. Of the people over 65 in 1940, ..
well over half (56.2 per cent) were found in urban placcs, 21.8 per cent im rural-
nonfarm territox'y; and 22,0 per cent on farms. This followed very closely the
distribution of the total population, with the aged found to be over-represented
only in rural-nonfarm territory. Preliminary sample figures from the 1950 €ensus
show large decreases in farm residence with over-representation of the aged in both
urban and rural-nonfarm territory.

Ouvr 12,321,000 old people in 1950 were divided among the country?!s major
rcgions with a majority in the northern regions: 28.2 per cent in the North Fast,
33.1 per cent in the North Central states and the minority in the South, 25.9 per
cent and West, 12.8 per cent. Highest proportions of the population arc aged in
the North Central States, 9.2 per cent, and the Northeast, 8.8 per cent. The
Southwest has only 6.8 per cent 65 and over. Only 5.8 per cent of the South’s
Negro population are 65 and over.

By region the residence of old people tends to follow that of the total pop-
ulation with exceptions. In 1940 only two of the nine Census divisions conformed
to the United States pattern~-relatively most persons 65 years old and over in
the rral-nonfarm population and least in the rural farm., By 1950 only the South
out of four main regions failed to follow the national pattern. Here rural-farm
residence was preferred t§ rural-nonfarm residence. In the North Central Statces,
however, elders disproportionately prefer rural-nonfarm commnitics; in the West
they avoid farms and scek the cities to a greater extent than do the total popu=-
lation.

The picture can be narrowed to the statc level only for 1940, TFxamination

of the extremes shows that New Hampshire then had the highest proportion of its
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residents aged 65 and over, 9,7 per cent, and the highest propowxticn on rural
farms; 13,2 per cent ' . Minnesota and Iowa were both high, 9.8 and 8,9
per cents, but Iowa was the most unusual in having 13.3 per cent of its rural-
nonfarm people over 65, Coloradn had the highest proportion of elders in its
urban arcas, 9.6 per cent, South Carolina and New Mexico had the least, 4.2 and
4ol por cente Neither Florida nor California were unusual.-

While the internal structure of the city has not been ddequately studied
from this point of view, we would cxpect to find 0ld people in sottled residential
arcas 30 and 40 ycars old and other older arccs not invaded by industry and busi-
ncsse Following McKonzilo's model, James A, Quinn in his Cincinnati studies found
eldors in goodly proportions in (1) an old rosidontial aroa which had not dotoriora-
ted groetly, (2) in an old villago oncompassod by the city, (3) around the contral
busincss district (mon) nnd (4) in cortcin opartmont hotolse Calvin F. Schmid
found that in large citios oldor poople show a tondency to live in the highor
incomc orces, Te Lynn Smith presonts data showing thot the village rural-nonform
populations have a highor proportions of aged than the suburban rurol-nonfarm
pooples, tho lattor being in ~onoral a lotor scttlement, lMony institutions for
the care of the oged arc located in thé open country ond this fact moy incroasc
the importonco of rural-nonfarm rasidence for this group,

In ony model pattoern of population dispersal which we arc able to visualizo,
the present location of pcople over 65 rofleats of nocossity thoe concontration ond
disporsal of tho meturc population of somo 30~40 yoors agoe This oconsidoration
led us to oxpoct large proportions of the aged in arcas of conomic maturity, Theso
we con assumo will bo Eastern and Midwostorn rathor thon Pecific stotes, Thoy
will show a propondorance of old pooplo in rureal rather than in urben arcage That
this ocological pattorn will bo pronounced when accompaniod by outemigration of

youth is shown by the ngo and residence pattorns of Now Englend, It is not found
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in tho South, another arca of large outemigration., Hore high fortility has

operated as a countoracting force,
IIT

As usual, tho sixty-four dollor question is not asked until the laste: What
is tho probability that tho aped will migrate? Have their movoments sorved to
sct up the predominance of older people in certein rogions? '

Studics of tho main strcams of in-migration -= thosc to the Pacific coast,
to the industrial Northeast and to Floride, from 1910 to 1950 -- show thesc arcas
hed net goins of both oged and young migronts, The pottorn of aged migration
follows thot of tho notion, but tho.strocm is proportionataly loss than that of
the youngor populations

Studics of the populcotion mevomants for the perios 1935~40 by Warron S
Thompson show thot migration wos logs significant in accounting for the location
of pcople ovor 55 than for tho total populotions An unpublishod study of mi-
grotion in Tonnceseo, for tho samo poriod, by Jomos Je Mnslowski, confirms this
conclusiones In no casc did tho proportions of migrants 65 yonrs old and over
oqual the porcontage of migrents from thce totnl popul~tion, In no sub-rogion
and no city did thosc aged 65 and ovor oqual as lorge a proportion among thoe total
migrents as thoy did in the totel population, In the mrin, rural arcns had pro-
portionatcely moro old people, and the inmigront ratos of old people were usually
highor than outemigration rates for the r-tropoliten countics tho oldstors consis—
tently showed higher out-migration ratos,

Accordingly we come back to tho basic oxplonations which account for the
ccology of tho agods A high proportion of aged in the population may be duo to
(1) a high rato of in-migration of old porsons, This is tho most rcasonable of
all tho assumptions, but it proves on cxominntion to be the loast importont., &

prodominance of cldors moy be duc to (2) the aging of a moturc population of o
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generation ago, If accompanied by little in-migration and a declining birth
rate, this is shown to have a most important effect., Finally, it may be in-
creased by (3) a high rate of out-migration of young persons from the area,
A high proportion of oldsters in a rural-arsa will probably represent both
mrocesses, that is, the economic meturation of an srea with accompanying loss
of the younger peopie° That outward migretion does not of itself furnish this
pettern is shown by the case of the South, Finally the point to be made about
importent areas of in-migration is that thoy attract young populations in even
greater proportions than they attract oldsters,

By this time wo are prepared to say that the mrobability that the aged will
not migrate is very larges ''arren Thompson has shown that only 3.9 per cent of
all 1935-40 migrants were 65 and over. All persons of this age, howover, come
posed 6,8 per cent of the total populstion, One reason why non-migrants consti-
tute so great a prorportion of those above 65'is that 1% includes the large num-
bers who dc not retirc at this dofinite age breek, This larpe group who are not
ready to go to lands of gunshine end a&rc not forcod to seek sheltor with thoir
childron undoubtedly offors the main key to the ccologw of the aged, Those who
do not rotire by glencing at tho calendar arc likely to be fourid among the owners
of small business, operators of small farms, smell proprictors and many profos-
sional men. It also includes the large number of wege cerncrs who stay on after
65, For this group, Jacob Misher points out:

ssecconomic motive, while of diminished simificance enong the ared, doos

not ccase to operatc at ago 65, After all, six out of ton mon botwcen tho

apes of 65 and 70 werc still in the lebor force in 1940; some of thom arc
no doubt attractsd to the same Statos that annually drav millions of young
pcoples Part of thc answor then is that the cconomic ~onsidorations influ—
oncing youngor migrants also effect some of the aged.

Tho net conclusion of this anelysis is to diminish groatly tho importance
of migration in detorninine tho ocology of old pooploe Oldstors migratc in

proportionatoly smallor numbors then the total populstion. Morcover, thc arcas
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1liko California and Florida which havce proved attractive to old poople arce cvon
morc attractive to maturo end young populationse On ovory statistical oxhibit
accordingly thesc arcas turn out to have smell proportions of the agod in theoir
populations than long scttled arcas likc rural Now England and tho Middle West,
In rural arcas wo cxpoct to £ind morc oldstors in scttlod ferming arcas whore
the genoral pottorns of agriculturc have not chenged much in rocont ycars,

Thus, it can be shown that an cecological m ttorning of tho aged would be
established if old poopla did not migretc ot all, This pattcrn is a projcction
of the maturc population of 20=30 yoors boeforc, This pattorn will bo further
accontod if there is 2 migration of youth from thesc maturc arcas,

The ovidenco would suggost that now pattorns of tho ccology of the agod had
not beon worked out a decado ago and 1940 is not the best guide to their futurc
distribution, The full cffoct of Old-Agc and Survivor Insurnnco on rotircment
had not boon feolt, by that timc, Evon the 1950 consus has not como at a timo to
moasurc the offcet of ponsion and rotiroment schomes now being put inte offcet by
mo jor corporations,

Rotiroment has not yot bocome a dofinito brock with the previous lifc and
location of oldor pcoplce In the main, our clders go on living in thoir femiliar
haunts; whon thoy do movs in numbors thoy follow tho paths of the total populae—
tion to such an oxtont that they do not appocr as an outstanding sogmont in the
ncw rogions In foct, we moy soy thot out movoments of youth mey be morc impore
tant in giving arcas a prodominance of old peoplc then movemonts of the agode Tho
moximum offcet of tho migration of oldstors is to be found in thosc speeializod

communitics which like St. Petorsburg, Florida, coter to their nocds,
v

Our last considorntion will orve to rclato our topic to the roalm of public

policy. Horo tho importoncc of the ccology of the aged has boon sought in torms
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of the unequal burden of dependent populations on states and communities, Calcu-
lated in terms of the ratio of producing and consuming units in the population, it
can be shown that regions with predominantly young populations carry the greater
depsndency burden,

This contradicts the dramatic emphasis given the unequal tax burdens of old
age, OStates with mild climetes are thought to pay for their good fortune by having
to support
an excess of the nation's elders, Moreover, states have hesitated to adopt liberal
0ld age measures for fear of the torrents of senescence they would attract from
their more niggardly neighbors,

In a survey of the field, Jacob Fisher found that:

States with an in-migration of aped persons tend to have fewer aged old-age

and survivors insurance beneficiaries than might be expected from the number

of aged insurod workors, and States with an out-migration to have morc benc—
ficiarics, These rolationships reflect difforonces in employment opportunities
for the aged in eovaered industry, In-migrant states tend to be high-income.

States and to have relatively more coverad employmeont than outemigrant States,

In such Stetces the benefit has relatively loss attraction than in out-migrant

low-income agricultural States, tho volume of rotirement is relatively lower,

and the "doficit" of bonoficierics thoreforc is rolatively larger.-

Cklahoma offors a good oxample of tho impact of ecology on policy in the fiold
of old age assistance, Throughout tho 1930's, Oklehoma had the largest proportions
of its peoplc on old ago rolicf of any statc, Somotimes cxplained by lax stendards,
this phenomcnon was closcly goared to tho tronds we have just been discussing,.
Cklahoma was scttled by a lend rush just beforc its admission as a state in 1909,
Tho large cohort of "Boomors" and "Soonors" who sought sceurity in homcstcading
were of tho same gonoral ago-composition, Thoy camc thirty yoars lator to demand
tho socurity c¢# roliof, a sccurity which many failcd to find in the rush for fraee
land, Similarly, thc importance of thoe Okios who trokked YWestward in the 1930's wil)
again bc apperent whon thoy rcappoer among the aging cohorts who should make Coliw-
fornia o prodominant homc of old pcoplc less than a generation honce., For this

prcediction to bo realized thoro is one proviso —— migration to California must

slackon,
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Special communities of old people need not wait a generation to develop
problems of policy. Any city which becomes a resort for the retirement of the
aged faces definite hazards, The local community lacks the broad basis of tax
support enjoyed by state and nation, By attracting aged residents it decreases
its normal demogrephic basis of a supporting, producti :¢ populatione To carry
the services needed by these o0ld people, such communities are dependent for pro-
portionate support on the properties and retirement incomes of the aged, How
taxable and how stable are these sources of support? This question will become
increasingly important to every sunshine city which has attracted large proportions

of elders. Here the acology of the aged already has meaning for public policy,



