”THE

*EcoNoMIC
SITUATION
OF
NEGROES
IN THE
UNITED
STATES .

| Us 8, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Arthur J. Goldberg
SECRETARY OF LABOR

INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS LIBRARY

FEB 28 1959

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
BERKELEY




FOREWORD

On behalf of the ODepartment of Labor, | wish to
salute the National Urban-l.'oaguo;for' its efforts over half
° éonfury fo achleve in '‘America .vh.a'fu‘nquopﬂonably Is one
of the most vital goals of our fﬂ'n_of, _ the establishing of
equality of opportunity for all citizens. Noteble ang
signiticant progress Is being mede} mchm is n'g.odod‘..

| Information on the economic v»‘cpm‘llﬂons ,of" the
Negro e |imited and much of:"thol dafa.ﬁ the -_.foi_llonlng p.agosjj
are up~dated from a previous report, |
" This review was prepered by the Bureau of L,abor,'
snﬂsﬂcs/» especially for the National . ‘ﬁrbm'Loagué‘a 1961
Annual Convention, Dayton, Ohlo;: ,




Table 1.--Population, white and nonwhite, 1900-60

. Total o L | ~ Nonwhite
Year popula~- White Nonwhite |  aa percent
' tion . N . of -total
‘ population
‘Nuwber (in thousands)
1960 a3 9,38 0 20,852 | 1L
Percent |
Peroent increase: . o A -.
1900-60 &/ 16,8  130.6 123,8
1950-60 Y | 18,7 17.7 26,8

1/ Includes Alaska and Hawail and Armed Forces overseas,
2/ Data for 1900 exclude Alaska and Hawaii.

g/nahtorI%OueodforomAamthmde
Armed Forces overseas,



Dible-2;--Birth and death rates, white and nonwhite

Birth rate Death rate
- Year _ ‘
Total | White | Nonwhite Total White Nonwhite
(Number per 1,000 popﬁht:lon)
1959¢c0cesees 23 231 3L0 9. ek 9.9

Note: Birth rates have been adjusted for mdomcictration.

Source: U.S. Dopartunt of Health, Education, and. Wo].tm, Pubno
Health Service. . '



‘Table 3,--Marital statts“of persons age 1l and over, March 1960

- e

Percent

Male Female
Total | White | Nonwhite | Total | White | Nonwhite

TotalQ..Q.'....‘ lw.o lm.o 10000 1m0° 100‘0 100.0
Singlecsecescesssses 25,3 24.5 32.4 19.0  18.7 21.6
mrried............‘ 69.3 7003 &09 65.9 66.6 59.8
Spouse presente... 66,7 68,3 53.0 62,2 63.9 L8.2
Spouse absent..eee 2,6 2.0 7.9 3.7 2.8 1.6
In armed forces, =-- -- -- : o3 o3 5
Sepal‘a'bed.,..n.. 1.5 1.0 505 2.0 103 803
Otherssecececese 1.1 1.0 zoh 1.3 1.1 2.9
Widowed..---oo..o..o 305 3.h h08 12.5 1203 12403
Divorcedoooooo,ooocoo ' 1‘8 2 6 205 ho3

1.8 2.0 ®

Source: U.S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census » Mardital

Status and Famlly Status, March 1960, pp. 8-10 (Current Popula®ion Reports R
Serles P-20, No. 105).



Lible Y.~ MOty - Yhe *ivEREmn popfiation, April 1958 to April 1959

" Place of residence " Yotal  White  Nonvhite
"‘!otd. popuhtion...u..nu.uu....., o 100.0 : 100.0 N 100.0
In same moooooooooooooooooooooo . 8003 8008 7506
- Moved to different house in U.S.... 19,2 18.6 23.6
In same COUNtYeeececscececosconce 13.1 noi 06
In different countyeccevocosccoss 6 ' 6. 2
Within btatececcecsccvccsscnsee 30 3.3 2.5
In different 8tatliccceseccecse 2.9 3.1 1.7
Abroad at b‘m of m.ooooo | 005 Oos‘ ‘.h

Source: U.S. Department of Comnerce, Bureau of the Census, Mebility of
the tion of the United States, A 8 to Omoﬁ P%ﬁon




Table 5,--Negroes in the South and in remainder of the United Btatu,
. urban and rural areas, 1960 i

United States o.ooooooooooooo‘ooooooooooooo~oooo MO_O_ )
sonthoooooooooooooooooooooo.ooooo0000000000000 - 59.9
Urban.eececsccccsoscsercescsccsssscscsensces - 0
Ruralecseccccscsesscsssscsossccscacnssscscen. ' Ue9
Nontam.........u.....,.............u... gg
rm...00.00.0000...0..0000000.0.0.0000... . e
Remainder of the United Btates.............u.. : . k.1
Urb&Neesccessssssssccessssesescscsciosesssse 38.2
Ruralicecccccccssosscscssccoccossesssosences ‘ ‘1.9
Nonfll‘lhoooooooocoqooooooooooooooooooooooo _ (1)
Fm........'.........'..................n.. ’ (1)
.. , | : A
gy

1) Not available, o
Notes Detmumofmdandurbmmmwmmhmhuﬂu .
Mgoriods.

Sources U.S. Department of Omroo, Bureau ot,tln Olnm.~



Teble 6.--Civilian lsbor force participation rates,¥/by color, age
and “x’ 19& ' ) )

Age and sex White " Nonyhite

“ale K | l 8005 | 79015

1’4 to 19 YOAX'Beeeeevccvevcrcccccsnscccsscscsosenosne h306 ' hSOO
20 to Zh yeara....................L....g.......... 87. 90. ,
25 to 3h JaIr'8seecoscecescccceccrcscscccscscrosnne 97.7 . 96,2
35 to hh yeara......,.............f.....n.......oo 9709 . 9505 )
lslg ::z Sh yearﬂoooovoooooooo00.00,0000000000000000900 3760% ‘ ggog
YOar'8csesesececcscvecsosvecccscscoscosncce o6’ . .
65 Years and OVOress000000000000000000000000000000 33. 31.2

Female ' - 4 3505 ' .h603
. | o | ;
y‘araoooooooooooooooo;ooooooooooooooooooo 30.7 2508
YOear8esecocecccececsececcesccsrecossscone 1205 3.2
Years8eeocecocccosococccccncecosccescccss 30.0 . 22,1

JOarBecososscscsscccececccccscccssesccsote 1.9 o3
. % 2

BEES
LR&Y

YOar8esescsossesecscescocesccscncssvenses
JOAXr'Ssceee0e0eederesrcceesetscsesnsnrsssee
JOREBo00000000000000000000000000000000000 ‘
JOarBec0ie0000000000000000000000000000000 48.6 : ’
JOaIrBooccessccescessvercsececcsssscscsese 3602 ' h?oj
and OVErecesscsocssssscssssssscsssenscsee’ 0.6 - 12 ’

FRERRBEREE
SLERpR

?88888

3/ Percent of civilian noninstdtuticnal populaticn in civilian labor force,



Table 7.--Employment status of the civilian population age 1l and over,
by coler and sex, annual averages, 1960

Employment status : White ‘ Nonuhite

Number (in thousands)

Men

Civilian p?pmtionoo.ooooooooooo.oooooooooooc 523567 o 53952
Civilian labor foroe............u.’........u hz,297 ) h’728
Euployed.............u.o...u.......u'u.o v ho,265 l‘lzzo
Agr:lcultm'e......................u......‘. haozo : 7
Nonagricultural industries...ecceccccccce 36,21‘!‘ ' . 3)563
Uml@y‘doooooooo.oooooooooooooooooooooooo : 2’032 ' 508
Civilian populationoooooooo.ooooooooooouoo.oéoo' 57;619 \ 6:726
Civilian labor torceoo‘o0000000,00‘00000.0000000 20;“7:- 33116
anla}'edooooooooooooooooooooqoooooooooooooc ) 19,376 2’821
AZI‘iOﬂm..oécoooo.obo-ooooooooo.OQOOQo 68 277

7
Nonngricul‘bm‘al induam.'.........'...u ' 189&8 ’ 2’5&
m:-mdooooo0000oooaotoonoooooooooooooqo" 10095 295

Labor force as percent of o Percent |
civilian population: '

Henoooooooooou_.oooooooooooow-’oo-ocooooo-oo‘o.' 8005 790" .
wmlhoooo.cooo9000ooooooo.oogooooooooo'ono 3505 : ‘ 1‘603
Unesployed as percent of labor | |
foroes - o
' MQQoooooooo‘io00.00'00.00000045.0000’0000'000: L8 ' 10.7
"m...oooooo'o'ccoooooocaoooooo'o'o;ofobooo" 503 905

o

Source: 'U.S. Department of Commerce, Buresu ¢f Ceisus and U,8. Department
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, ! : S ' '



Table 8.--Unemployment by age, by color and sex, annual average, 1960
(Nurber unemployed as percent of civilian labor force of the oategory)

Age White Nonwhi te
\ .

'Both sexes, age 1l and OVereeccecoase 5.0 ‘ 10,2

MalG.coecocecososcccecncaccnsccscocsos hoa N .1007

lh tO 1700ooooocoooooocooooooooaooo 12.9 ' '1903
18 and 19..ooooooooo-oooooooooocooo 13.5 ' ) 25.1

20 to 2hooooocoooyoooooooooooooooto 803 ) | 1301
25 to Bhooooooooooooooooooooooaoooo hol 1007
35 to hhaooooooooooooooocoooooooooo 303 802

bS to 6h-oooooooooooooooooooooooooo - ﬁ.ﬂ 8.9
65 and OVeXr'esesssvesescsscscccsssose 0 603
Femalesececececsooccccscccceososcncas ) | 503 ) 905
1h £0 1Tcscecoscvccsocscecccccccnse 12,2
18 and 19..0000..0...000-..oooooooo ' _1105 - 2&05

20 to 2&....0..0.90.00000..0.00.000 . 7.2 503
25 to 3!‘.0..0000...0000.00...000.0. 507 9.1

35 to 900000000000000000000000000 . h.z , . . 806

. 1'5 to 61‘0.0000&00.0.91000000000..00. 3.7 | i.h
2,8 1

and OVeXrscececessssccccsccescsence
' |

~ Source: U.S, Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor at&w Labor Force,



Table 9..--Persons at work in nonagricultural industries by full- or part-
time otatus, by color and sex, annual average, 1960

(Percent distribution)

Hours worked, usual status, and ‘sex White Nonwhite
Men

‘Total at WOrkKeeesoeosooececcccccccssacscosccnccce 100.0 100.0
35 hours Or MOrecescsescsssscssvevscseancacscne 86.2 8000
1'3,4 hOUr'Beecesacescsscecesoscecesssesccscasnne - 13.7 20.1

Usually worked full time at pradent: Jobeeseoe 7.2 1005 '
Worked part time for economic 1easofNSceceee 2.0 4.3
Worked part time for other redsonB.ccecccece 5.2 6.2

Usually worked part time at present jobessses 6.5 9.6
Worked part time for economit 2©as0NBecceee 1.3 k.9
Worked part time for other reasonS.cseceese - 5.2 7

Average houra........n.......,...mu..u.....u h20.7 390‘2

A Women
| .

Total at workoooooooooooooooooooooocooooooooooooo 100.0 100.0
35 hours Or MOr€eescecccssccccccocsasccccssssnes 7003 62,6
1'3h ROUrBeesssssssscocrssccncsccsovecasssseses 29, 37.3

Usually worked full time at present job..eeee 77 7.7
Worked part time for economic reasonsS,..eeee 1.9 - 2,7
Worked part time for other reasonB.ceecesee 5.8 5.0
Usually worked part time at present Jobeeceee  21.7 29.6
Worked part time for economic reasonS.ece.. 2,4 10,9
Worked part time for other reastnSeeecsceee 1903 16.7

A‘VOI"KO hmsoooooooooooooo0000000000000000000000 3509 . 3308

Sources U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistiocs,



Table 10..--Major occupation group of employed persons by color and
sex, annual averago, 1960 .

White Nonwhite
Major occupation group and sex

' Number !in thounndlz

Total employed man..............'....'...;...no h0,265 h,220
Professional, technical, and lkindred workers.. h,609 189
Managers, officials, and proprietors,

except faIrMicescesssscccssnccecssccsccncscse 53&32 ' 126
Clerical and kindred mrkera................w p”e :
S‘leﬂ mrloera...............u............uu- 2)636 . 70
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred worbra....... 7,938 - Lol
Operatives and kindred workersSecescececeseccece 7’633 i 19019
Laborers except farm and moooocoooooo-ooooo ' 2’629 . 953
Sexvice workers, except private houaehold....." 2,215 627
Private lwmhold..............,.........uuo ' 30 : ]5
Fearmers and farm MANAZOrSseeecssssccoosccccosse 2;1169 . 201 ‘
Farm lsborers andf.m...............uuu 1’325 _ , 1103
Totel @Wﬁd.mcooo'ooobooo,odoooooooo'oooo 19)376 ‘ goea
Professional, technical, and kindred workers.. 2,536 170
Managers, officials, and proprietors, , —

exocept fﬂm.ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo. . lpohe . 52
Clerioal and kindred workerS.ececececcccccsse 6,367 262
Sales mrkers.................u............. 1,652 h’
Craftemen, foremun, and kindred WOTKerSes oo 207 15
Operatives and kindred WOrKerseevsevesecoescee .. 2,935 _ 398
Laborers, except farm and minGcesccccocccscss 16
Service workers except private householdeeses 2,656 6ol
Private household workera.................... : 1,182 ) 989
Fagmers and farm MANAEErBessecssecesescoscoce - 92 18

Fam la.borera and fm000000..00000.000000 o 633 ZSh .

 Sources U.s. Depo.rbment of Commerce, Buresu of the cenm, and U,8,
Department of Labor, Byresu of Labor Statistics,



Table ||.~--Percent distribution of employed persons by major occupation group,
' color, and sex, April 1961

Major occupation. group and sex ' ' ~ White Nonvhite
Total employed mén....................u...uuu 100.0 100,0
Professional, technical, and kindred workers..... 12,2 L.l
Managers, officials, and proprietors, 5

except farMesvoceceocsorooesrsesssscsccccsconees 1503 3.0
Clerical and kindred WOrkerS..sceesevecsssesccocs 7.1 . 6.6
Sales v:orkers....,.................o..u.......n 606 v . 10_
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred i:orlear.a.....,.... 19,7 9.5
Operatives and kindred workers.eeeeeseesesccsccces . 18.1 2l.1
La.borers, except farm and min‘oa:qooooooo_ooooooooo 509 X 2008
Service workers, except private hOMOthdoooooooo | 5.9 1503
Private housshold ymrkere R Y Y Y YR YY) ol 05.
Farmers and farm MANAZErS.esescssessosassscorases 61 4,9
Farm laborers and foremeneseessccscscccevsocesssns ‘ 208 S 907
OGOupatiorg not reported.....'..............unou == " | ==
Total employed women......-.,.u....."...u..u.. 100.0 o 100.0
Professional, technical, and kindred Workers...e.. 13.9 - - 5.9
Managers, officlals, and proprietors, ) A ‘ ‘

except farm....................o..............‘. 5.’4 1.2
Clerical and kindred workera..n..-............... 33.5 905
Sales WOI‘kOI‘Soooooooooooooo.ooooo.o-ioooooooooooooo . 8.3 . 103
Craftemen, foremen, and kindred workers.seesccess o9 8
Operat:i.\{es and kindred WOrKerSeeesseesessssssecsce nl»o? n‘o?
Laborers, except farm and MnBececscscssvcssveses o3 .8
Service workers, except private householdeesesess  13.7 “2h.9
Private household WI‘!OBI‘B.ooooooopooooooooooooo.o 6. 37.2
Farmers and farm nanager8ecesescscecsscccccssssoe 6 .
Farm laborers and foremen....................u.. 2.3 3.2

Occupation not repor‘bed............_.........o.... | - ot

‘Source: U,.S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, and U,S, Department
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistice, '



~Table |2 -=Nonwhite emplaymlant s percent, of total employment in each
ma jor occupati kﬁdﬁp, by sex, April 1961

J T

Nonwhite Nonwhite
Major occupation group men as women as
‘percent of percent of
all men all women
Total employed sececssssccessecsessisessssneee 9.2 : 11.8
Professional, technical, and idndtéd workers.. 3.3 5L
Managers, officials, and proprietors, .
B excep‘b faIM seveccecvevrcsssessecocinscesnces 200 2.9
Clerical and kindred workerS.seccecoccecsscscoscs 8.6 v 3.7
Sales WOrkeXrSeeecocnscecescesooesssssecssscosee 2.1 : ' 2.1
Craftsmen, foremen and kindred workersSeesesese Uo7 10.6
Operatives and kindred workerSeceecesescccceese J1le9 1.9
Laborers, excep‘b farnm and min€secesccscecsccos 26.1& ) y
Service workers, except private householdeesees 20.8 19.6
Private housenold WorKer'S sceecooncesscesenoso 1.13.8
Faxmers and £arml MARREZEYSececsscocceecsosoessse (o] 10,0
Farm L bOI’@I‘S and FOremeNeccenoencocconsasense 26.3 15.0

l{i

Flgures noﬁ shovn where base ig less than 100,000



Table |3.--Median wage and salary incomes of white and nonwhite persons, 1959

A

: Nonwhite
Male Female as percent of
Year white
White | Nonwhite| Vhite | Nonwhite Male| Female
All persons with wage
or salary income:
19590000.0000000..‘00‘00 &,902 $2,8hh $2,h22 $1,289 58.0 - 53.2
Year-round full-time
workers with wage or
. salary income: »
$S,u86  $3,339 $3,306  $2,196  6L.2 66l

1959‘00’90.‘0000...0"

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Oensus,



