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Tiashington, May 18. John Lo Lewris,, presi.dent of the United bl:ine

Wiorkers of America, today accused the Southern Coal Producers Association

of trying to vvreck coal irLdustry wage negotiatilons.

Mir. Levris, addressing the afternoon session of the 1948 Joint Bitum-

inous Wiage Conference in the Shoreham Hotel, spoke Li favor of a U39WA-

sponsored motion to seat in the conference only those operators ivho were

signatories to the 1947 National Bituminous Coal Wlage Agreemnent. The

Southern- Coal Producers Association wal-ked out of 1947 negotiations and

did not sign the agreemnent.

If the Southernl Coal Producers Association, as such, were allowed to

participate, the IJfi0'A thus would be "separated twice from the managers of

coal properties." 11[. Lewvis poi.nted out.

The union president said that lack of. responsibility and authority

on the part of the operators increasingly has been the cause of troubled

labor relations in the coal industr.-7
Mr. Lewis note.d that the Southern Coal Producers Association was a

"holding company,"tl _"the playthina= of a few men," and an organization

that allegedly represented other coal producers' organizations and indivridual

operators -- "lpresenting an attitulde of destruction. '

"If you get far enough away,," 1211ro Lewis said., "tthere is no responsi-

bility. "

Following Mr* Lewis' talk. Charles O'Neill. an om rator representa-

tive on the conference credentials committee., moved a recess of the confer-

ence to 10 aomo (EDST) tomorrow- (Wtednesday). The motion wlas seconded by

.Mr. Lewis and passed uanlimously by the confer'ence. The recess time was

3:30 p.m. No action was taiken.

The issue arose originally over an operator-sponsored amendmnent to the

union's motion to seat only signatories of the 1947 agreement, Mr. O'Neill

moved the amendment which would have seated Joseph E. Moody of the Southern

Coal Producers Association in the joint conference.
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U'ohn Owens, international secretary-treasurer of the UMWA, pre-

ceded Mr#. Lewis in speaking in opposition to the seating of the Southern

group.

"I do not know the gentleman who emses here with credentials from

the Southern Coal Producers Association.,11 Mr. LLews told the conference.

lWx. Lewis said there were "no personal equc;ions involvred in this

matoter." He said the questio)n was simply whether the Southern Coal Pro-

ducers Association "as such has the right to participate in this joint

convention." The UWIA president then quoted from the letter calling the

present conference, and from the 194¢7 agreement., to emphasize that the

Southern group wvas not a signatotr7 to the agreement and had no right to

participate inthe conference.

The union pr-esident said the operator signatories of the 1947 agree-o

ment havre "no right to designate another holding company as theixr agent."

Mr,, Lewris then revriewed prevrious negotiations in wrhich the Southern

group took part. He charged that the Southern group invariably used its

"'veto" power to block agreement. All actions of the joint conference must

be unanimously agreed upon.

Then, I'Mr. Lewvis noted., when the UMWfA met separately with the Southern

group the group refused again to make any agreement with the i'lon. As a

result of these tactics, the UWIA recently has followled a policy of reach-

ing agreement with the indivridual Southern operators ansd associationso

These individulal operators-anld associations are signatories of the 1947

agreement.p

The policy of the Southern group is one of "harassment and confusion."

14r. LewRris charged* He said that in 194s7 the Soulthern group used its

"inffluence anld propaganda" and "fveto powert' to try to prevent an agreement.

"'And they are ready to do it now,," the union president said. "iThey

wanlt to use their veto power so they can run the conference."

Mr. Lewis compared this use of the "veto" to the issue existing in

the United Nations ovrer the veto.

Charging3 that the Southern group was tirying to force its way into

the conference, Mtr. Le-%Is warned: "If that is done there will be no

consferenceo "
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"Then the coal industry again will have failed to meet its obligations,"

the union president continued. "And I suppose the price of coal will be ad-

vanced and the Southern Coal Producers Association will say the cause is the.

lar~bitrary' actions of the United Mline Workers of America."l

Referring to the 1947 agreement, Mr*. Lewis said: "Maybe we were naive

or unsophisticated in expecting that the agreement should b-. carried out*"

Mlr. Lewis said that "maybe when civrilization gets away from the neces-

sity of burning coal., civilization may then erect a monument to the coal

industry. .. "

"And I suggest that the slogan on the monument may be: 'You know how

it is,v Mr.o Lewis added. This brought laughter from the memibers of the

joint conference.

In addition to the facts previously noted,, Mlr. Lewis said the Southern

group had "waived its right to sit in the conference by suing the United

Mine "Workers of A.-nerica-&.under the Taft Slavre Law."

Mlr. Lewis accused the Southern operatsars of turning over his personal

correspondence to government attorneys who., he said., "are hungryr as wolves

for the blood of labor under the Slavre Lawo*"

Mr. Lewis emphasized that after the conference is formally organized

by the signatories of the 1947 agreement, the Southern group may then have

its chance to state its case to the joint conference and ask for admission

as a party to the present negotiations.

He said the position of the operators in trying to get the Southern

group seated was "spectacular and astoundin-g" and ended his address with

this statement: "The responsibility is yours, gentlemen."

Mr* Owens of the UMWA, in his report to the joilnt conference., noted

that signatories to the 1947 agreement,$ as provided by the agreement., were

the only ones invited to attend the present conference. A number of coal

companies answred the caqll to the conference, he noted. He said the 1947

agreement was "specific" as to who should be represented In the present

negotiations and as to the organization procedure of the present conference.

ldro Owens-said operators who answered the call to the conference re-

presented 269,000,000 tons of annual coal production. He said the U"WA's
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position, because of the 1947 contract languagep was that only the individual

Souther-n companies and associationgs that signed the agreement could parti-

cipate.

"Vie (UWIA members9 of the credentials committee) said that if Mffoody

(of the Southern group) would bring signatures Of representation from in-

divridual companies authorizing him to represent theom the UlUVA wrould not

refuse to meet writh the Southern Coal Producers Association,4" Mr. Owens said.

"We think they are imposing themselvres on thisi conference and that they

havre no right here,," he added,.

Mro Owens bitterly assailed the Southern group for its tactics and

pointed out that there is "no wray a conference can properly vote on seating

any strangers in the conference" until the conference i-s otrganized to con-

duct its businless*

"Orderly procedure would be stifled by any other procedure,"t MAr. Owens

charged.

tWYe ask that the contract be carried out and that the obligations of the

operators be honor*ed.," 1I1r. Owens saild.

"The Southern Coal Producers Association can emqe into th'is conference

under ordinary procedure and prevent their arguments to the conference after

it has been organized," the union secretary-trea-surer pointed out'*

"If you want to dishonor procedure and youir contract,, then you will have

to stand responsible for your actions,sl1ro Owere warned.

'Mr. Owrens said the Southern Coal Producers Association had no more right

to participate in the conference than wroulo a thog growers association or a

deep freeze operator*"

Noting that coal represents the "life blood of American industryi," Mrs

Owens said: "e hope that this great collective bargaining session can func-

tion.",1

Speaking directly to the operators, lr* Owens concluded: "It's; nowr up

to you as to whether you want to block orderly procedure for the first time in

the history of these joint conferencesell


