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OFZIM GALIFGRNIA HALL FLIGHT OF MIGRANT LABOR IS

"UNBELIEVABLE"==GEN. ERSKINB

Coordinated governmental and citizen action to improve the substandard work=-
ing and living conditions among the Nation's migrant laborers in both industry
and agriculture is urged in a report by the Federal Interagenocy Committee on Mi-
grant Labore

The Committee's report, titled "Migrant Labore--A Human Problen", was released
by thc Department of Labor for Marine lMajor Gecneral Graves Be Zrskine, who ratired
on April 1 as Retraining and Reomployment rdministrator in the Departmcnte.

Strossing the nced for unified action to protect the human rights of migrants,
the rcport advocotes enactment of Federal, State and local legislation in their be-
half. It proposecs improved procedures for rccruitment, transportation and utili-
gation of scasonal laborers, and for furnishing them adequate housing, henlth,
aeduvation and wolfare scrvices. It particularly urgcs local communitics and cm-
ploycrs to accept greater rosponsibility for migrant workers and their familicse

In a Forcword to the report, General Trskinc dcelares that through "community
and State negleet" migrant workers have been "robbed of so many normal and human
rights thot it is nlmost unbelicwvable." The CGeneral described them as "America's
forgotten peoplo of 1947."

The Committce's report, according to the Gemoral} asks "justicc for Amcricans
cqual to that afforded forcign workers in the United Statose" Thilc the social
changes ncecssary to corrcct existing conditions among migrants will call for an
"additional portion of the already overtaxed dollar," the alternative is a "con=-
tinuance of unconccrn for humnn valucs," hc saide

"The information and the weys to got rcsults are cloarly stated (in the re-
port); the burden of futurc success rcsts on far-sighted citizens willing to work
for the climination of suffering, poverty and insccurity among America's migrant
millionse" -

The Committec report asks for legislation to rcgulate the cmployment of mi-
grant children and also to requirc their attendance at schools It urges Statcs
to romove restrictive residence rcquircments so that migrants may rcceive health,
cducntionnl, rceroational and similar scrvices cxtendod to other citizense It
further rccommends that Federal gronts-in-cid be cstablished to assist States
and communitics in mccting such welferc nceds of migrantse

In addition, thc Committce blicves thnt Statcs workmen's compensation laws
should be cxtended to migrant workers and the Interstatc Commerce Act should safce-
guard transportatione

Other lcgislative action suggested by the Committece would result in cxtending
minimunm wage legislatisényp in licensing and rcgulating labor comps; and in licensing
and rcgulating private cmployment agencics, including labor contractorse
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Pointing out that in scasonal migration "family organization and parcntal
carc arc sacrificod," the Committece urgently recommends positive eitizens action,
cspecially in communitics dcpendent on migrant labor, to protecet the rights of
childrcn and the intcgrity of family lifc.

Such voluntnry actﬁon, the Committcc said, would cnablc migrant workers and
their frmilics to t~ke a place in normal community 1ifc by providing them with
permancnt housing faeilitins, establishing rcligious and rcercational facilitics,
extending cducation, health nand medicenl sorvices, including adequatc nutrition
and foeding programs for children, and in general absorbing migrants into all
community group nctivitics.

AcknoW lcdging the nced for gnthering and distributing cxcet information in
rcgard to migrant labor supply and demand, the Committce rcqucsts that cmployers
furnish spccific job informat-ion to workcrs, that the Government oxtcend and ime
provc its rceoruiting scrvices through permnanent or tcmpor~ry cmployment offices
and informntion stntions sct up in labor mrrket arcas, and kcy points along cuse-
tomary routcs of travels

The Committcc .statces that in arcas of demnnd all available local labor should
bec utilizcd fully beforc rucruiting nigrant labor, and thrt no forcign workers
should be importcd until a maximum cffort has been mnde, both locally and natione
ally, to rccruit domcstic workers,

Whilc rcoognizing the importancc of the migrant workers in the Nation's ccoe
nomie systcm, the Committco also said that cverything possiblc should bc donc to
reducc to a minimum thc number of work:rs rcquired to mcct scasonzl labor nceds in
agricultural nnd othcr industrics, Admitting that such a rcduction will not be casy
to accomplish, the Committcc suggcsts that it moy be done, in part, by adjustmcnts
in farm and industricl production progr-ms to minimizc scasonal pcaks, by an in-
crcnso in mcchrnization, by the fullost utilization of loenl viorkers, and by the
crcation of ncw job opnortunitics,

Onc of thc greatest nceds ot prasent, cccording to the report, is that of sce
curing comprchcnsive factunl information conccrning migratory workers and their
childrone Accordingly, thce Committec rcecommcnds the cstablishmont of a joint ro-
scarch committce of reprecscntatives from Federal and Statc agencics to asscmble
and analyzc information about the numbers and choracteristics of migrant workers,
their working and living conditions, arcas of cmployment, pattcrns of migratory
movement, and trecnds in agriculturc and industry which affcet their scasonal cm-
ployment and rcsulting problems of hcalth, cducation and welfarce The Committco
urges that these detailcd studiss be startcd at once and that funds be mode avail-
ablc to carry out the programe

The Fedcral Intcragency Committec on Migrant Labor, sct up in May 1946, by
General Erskinc, includes represcentatives from the Department of Labor, Department
of Agrisulturc, Federe! Scourity Agonecy, Nationnl Housing Agcney, and thc Railroad
Retiremont Board, Ineoompiling~its rcport, thc Committcc was nided by consultants
fron oi;hc;; Govcrnment agencids and from private organizationse
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