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Despite Democratic control of both houses of the Legislature,
Governor Pete Wilson, stymied labor's agenda for progress. In his
final year, Wilson vetoed 14 pieces of important legislation and
compiled the worst anti-worker record in California history.

® Wilson became the only governor who failed to sign an increase

in unemployment and disability insurance since these programs
began.

® Wilson deleted budget language that protected union

apprenticeship programs, denied state employees a pay raise, and
cut Cal-OSHA targeted inspection programs.

® The Legislature failed to send important bills to the governor's
desk: an increase in the minimum wage; wage and benefit parity
for part-time workers; and model legislation that would give
temporary employees the right to know what their employer really
pays for their services.

There were bright spots. The Federation stopped Wilson's last-
minute attempt to cut disability benefits for pregnant women. We
stopped his efforts to cheat immigrant workers out of disability
benefits they had already paid for. Funding for education increased.
Labor stopped the confirmation of anti-worker appointees to the
unemployment insurance appeals board.

California union members and working families rejected Wilson's
agenda and elected pro-worker majorities to the Legislature in
November. Labor's intensive field campaign resulted in
unprecedented voter turnout among union members and a near
sweep of the statewide offices.

For the fourth time in this century, Californians elected a
Democrat as governor. As we move ahead on our 1999 agenda,
the Federation will work to translate our political momentum into
legislative accomplishments for California workers.

In Unity,

(i

Art Pulaski
Executive Secretary-Treasurer
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Federation-Supported
Bills Enacted

CIVIL RIGHTS

1. AB 2303 (Runner) Prohibits an employer from making an
audio or video recording of an employee in a room the employer
designates for changing clothes.

SAFETY AND HEALTH

2. AB 1208 (Migden) Directs Cal-OSHA Board to revise its
bloodborne pathogen standard to include development of safe
needles to prevent injury to health care workers.

3. AB 1957 (Knox) Extends the life of the employer-funded
Cal-OSHA targeted inspection and consultation programs until
January 1, 2000.

SOCIAL INSURANCE

4. SB 165 (Solis) Provides that persons are eligible for
unemployment insurance benefits if they leave their employment to
protect their children or themselves from domestic violence.

WORKER PROTECTIONS

S. SB 654 (Johnston) Prohibits discrimination against
employee or prospective employee based on genetic characteristics or
hereditary traits over which they have no control.

6. SB 1514 (Solis) Increases civil penalties for wage and hour
law violations in the garment industry.

Federation-Supported
Bills Vetoed

CIVIL RIGHTS

1. SB 1098 (Kopp) Would have prohibited employers from
replacing a worker over 40 with a younger, lower paid worker in order
to increase profits.
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2. AB 1643 (Escutia) Would have declared it is the
Legislature’s intent that using salary as the basis for distinguishing
between employees when terminating employment may constitute
age discrimination.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

3. SB 1431 (Solis) Would have prohibited employers from
requiring reimbursement from firefighters for expenses incurred
during their hiring or training.

SOCIAL INSURANCE

4. SB 164 (Solis) Would have required that EDD conduct a cost
study to determine the fiscal impact of providing SDI benefits to
persons taking leave to care for a seriously ill family member.

S. SB 495 (Rosenthal) Would have increased the maximum
weekly state disability insurance benefit from $336 to $490.

6. SB 924 (Solis) Would have established a penalty of $1,000
per worker against an employer for failure to maintain workers’
compensation insurance even if no stop work order is issued.

7. SB 1909 (Rosenthal) Would have increased the maximum
weekly unemployment insurance benefit from $230 to $300.

8. SB 1933 (Johnston) Would have assured continued coverage
of SDI and workers’ compensation benefits to immigrant workers
whom the governor is seeking to disqualify for eligibility through
administrative action.

9. AB 236 (Figueroa) Would have provided for an interpreter’s
services for limited English-speaking injured workers during the
course of medical evaluation.

10. AB 1680 (Alquist) Would have required EDD to provide an
appeal form to unemployment insurance claimants being denied
benefits.

WORKER PROTECTIONS

11. AB 15 (Knox, formerly AB 480-Knox) Would have required
employers to permit employees to use their sick leave to attend to an
ill child.

12. AB 574 (Villaraigosa) Would have prohibited an employer
from requiring an employee to agree to arbitrate a claim prior to the
existence of an actual dispute, thereby preserving the employee’s
constitutional right to a jury trial.
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13. AB 2025 (Aroner) Would have provided incentives to
persons who pursue child care development training and insure child
care providers adequate compensation.

14. AB 2156 (Keeley) Would have extended the period for filing
discrimination complaints with the Labor Commissioner from 30
days to one year.

Federation-Opposed
Bills Defeated

CIVIL RIGHTS

1. SB 2041 (Kopp) Would have dismantled programs that
promote access for women and minorities in public sector
employment, education and state contracting.

2. AB 1700 (Richter) Would have repealed major state
affirmative action laws.

3. AB 1842 (Baldwin) Would have allowed non-profit
corporations to discriminate against a worker based on the employer’s
perception of the worker’s sexual orientation.

4. AB 2378 (House) Would have permitted random drug testing
of employees without adequate safeguards for the tested employees.

CONTRACTORS LICENSING LAW

S. AB 2399 (Poochigian) Would have permitted farm labor
contractors to renew their license on a biennial basis rather than on a
yearly basis.

PUBLIC WORKS

6. AB 453 (Kuykendall) Would have raised the threshold for
paying prevailing wages on public contracts to $100,000.

7. AB 977 (Oller) Would have exempted any work performed
on public school facilities from prevailing wage requirements.

SOCIAL INSURANCE

8. SB 541 (Kopp) Would have denied workers’ compensation
benefits to out-of-state professional athletes for cumulative injuries
sustained while performing in California.

9. SB 964 (Knight) Would have imposed a private industry
disability plan on unorganized workers in place of the State Disability
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Insurance program by a simple majority vote of all the employees
instead of the current super majority.

10. SB 1891 (Hurtt) Would have denied unemployment
insurance benefits to prisoners who worked while incarcerated.

11. SB 2096 (Mountjoy) Would have created a new class of
worker called a “free agent” who would be required to buy his or her
own health insurance and would be exempt from employer-paid
workers’ compensation and unemployment insurance programs.

12. AB 1704 (Miller) Would have provided that paid holidays
during layoff would be deemed wages and disqualify the claimant
from receiving unemployment insurance benefits.

13. AB 1965 (Aguiar) Would have provided that CALWORKS
(Welfare to Work) participants be paid workers’ compensation
benefits from General Fund monies thereby encouraging their
employers to disregard workplace safety issues.

14. AB 1985 (Brewer) Would have provided that a clerical error
which delays payment of workers’ compensation benefits is not an
unreasonable delay and is exempt from penalties.

15. AB 2497 (Brewer) Would have limited injured workers’
ability to receive vocational rehabilitation monies and limited ability
of Employment Development Department to place liens on
employers for recovery of workers’ compensation monies.

WORKER PROTECTIONS

16. SB 1748 (Kopp) Would have deprived public transit
employees of the right to strike.

17. SB 2206 (Mountjoy) Would have changed the legal standard
for proving a wrongful termination case in favor of employers.

18. AB 2148 (Pacheco) Would have limited damages to
wrongfully terminated employees.

19. AJR 64 (Richter) Would have allowed an increase of foreign
workers under the H-1B visa program to work in the high-technology
industry which has already been hit with massive layoffs.

Federation-Supported
Bills Defeated

BUDGET

1. SCA 16 (Lockyer) Would have provided that a budget bill be
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enacted by a simple majority vote of both houses of the Legislature
rather than a two-thirds vote, thereby enhancing the Legislature’s
ability to gain passage of a budget bill by the constitutionally
provided deadline.

CIVIL RIGHTS

2. SB 2192 (Vasconcellos) Would have declared the
Legislature’s intent that using salary as the basis for distinguishing
between employees when terminating employment may constitute
age discrimination.

HOUSING

3. SB 1730 (Burton) Would have prohibited a landlord from
using income standards in evaluating a prospective tenant.

MISCELLANEOUS

4. SB 1616 (Burton) Would have required state agencies to
establish a policy to give a preference to California-based bidders in
awarding contracts for construction and the procurement of goods
and services.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

5. SB 2018 (Polanco) Would have provided all state employees
with a salary increase of six percent retroactive to March 1, 1998.

PUBLIC WORKS

6. SB 1610 (Burton) Would have required at least 50 percent of
the workers on a public works project be a resident of California.

SAFETY AND HEALTH

7. AB 2800 (Labor & Employment Committee) Would have
prohibited Cal/OSHA from using mitigating factors to reduce
penalties to employers who repeatedly violate Cal/OSHA standards.

SOCIAL INSURANCE

8. SB 1551 (Solis) Would have strengthened penalties against
insurers and third party insurance administrators for late payments of
workers’ compensation benefits.

WORKER PROTECTIONS

9. SB 233 (Solis) Would have made cooler-shippers jointly
liable for field sanitation violations committed by strawberry growers
if amendments had been adopted.
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10. SB 1506 (Hayden) Would have provided unpaid family care
and medical leave benefits to employees to care for a person
dependent on the employee and with whom they have lived for one
year or more.

11. SB 1515 (Solis) Would have appropriated funds for labor law
enforcement sweeps in the janitorial industry. .

12. SB 1743 (Johnston) Would have given temporary workers

the right to know how much money their boss is paying the “temp”
agency that dispatched them.

13. SB 1967 (Solis) Would have made cooler-shippers jointly
liable for field sanitation violations committed by strawberry growers.

14. SB 1968 (Solis) Would have provided for wage and benefit
parity between full-time and part-time workers.

15. AB 480 (Knox) Would have required employers to permit
employees to use their sick leave to attend to an ill child.

16. AB 1184 (Shelley) Would have increased the state’s
minimum wage from $5.75 to $6.50 an hour effective March 1, 1999.

17. AB 1777 (Labor and Employment Committee) Would
have provided mechanisms for the state to enforce its contracts with
private landlords and would insure payment of prevailing wages for
custodial workers.

18. AB 2685 (Alquist) Would have increased the state minimum
wage to $6.50 on March 1, 1999.

Pete Wilson’s Budget Cuts

Vetoed a $1.8 million budget item that would
have provided for continuation of Cal-OSHA
targeted inspection and consultation programs
through general fund monies.

Vetoed budget language that would have stopped
the California Apprenticeship Council from

making rules to slash apprenticeship pay and
programs.

Vetoed new funding for the Industrial Welfare
Commission.

Vetoed increased funds to audit workers’
compensation insurance companies that fail to
pay benefits on time.
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1 Senator Craven had no votes while absent due to iliness.
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?

California AFL-CIO test votes on the Assembly floor

R: Right

NV: not voting/absent

#: Wrong/present but abstaining

W: Wrong

SUO109]104d JNIOM
SUO09]04d J19)I0M
SUO[}09]04d 19)I0M
SUO}199]04d 13)I0M
SUONO9104d 18)IOM
SUO0I}03}04d 10)I0M
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14 15 16

13

23
B 1. 2
S=3xax
22
2T+
223xx
(1 1449
=222 xax
223
222xcx=
E3 3. 4. 3
S2xacax
2TIx«=
STxaxax
23

SxracecS

Ackerman (R)
Aguiar (R)...
Alby (R)......
Alquist (D) ..
Aroner (D) ..
Ashburn (R)

r3Tx3ax
T3
3333«
xS=33=x
=332«
cSSS3cx
ceorer
=33
c3TSSx
cSST=2«x
cSITS3x
rT=2cx
xS«
=3xS

Baca (D).......
Baldwin (R
Battin (R)..
Baugh (R)..........
Bordonaro (R) ...
Bowen (D).........

SZxaxsoe
Ssx=3axc
SZcxc3axcax
S3xrxr3acwx
STxuSux
SS=xx3a3
reoeeeer
34 4. 241
S2xxc3axcx
3. . 2.
SZxcxc3xex
+3SxcScex
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