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tvtm H« Bueklo
To Oongreesmn foxan
Subject Allen Control

! had hoped to haY« an opportuaity talk to you
today about t&i8 Quastion of alien control on th® Paeifie
coast, t do not know what the sens« of the dtl«gation
meeting wast but I am extremely concemed# and a niaaber
of other people H#i*e are also# because of the imfaT ri& le
publicity for the 37aeifie Coast area whieh is being ge»*
erated %y the statemeats which bave Ueen made regararag
datigo™ tT<m witliia and from without oa the coast*

Hattirally obviously8 when a mttar~of public
safety in involved it ia extremmly diffictilt to
td A#feia»« meaeures proposed* fact r«»in8

there Is sueh Xittl# texuon for "believing there is great
Aantfeif of successful air naval baa”rdment from an

I f | 1

leltfeer
111 & rto

se"

S = = =

- ik already wldeoByea”™ feeling tba™ the bard-




arm olearwhead”d axid mval authorities
will soon '© foread to fall in with the hyettr®
leal cry - f X I»asidoasieiit of the P&cdf
ie coast indimtrie

g# Brery tim sikli a public pro»©uiicea«nt is Mde

there |s a new taeedus onttlid |>art of workers,
?/ of viioia mre skilled wooers whose loss is 0
serlotia "blow t© ©O0OBtinuom production of existing

industry*

3# "he actm| forcible r~aoval of aNl ©x®y
from the fa#ifie eoast area woiad

. Uy tie atr nd us'! ¥ ©
rolling stoek N«<l other transportation fscili*

ties*

b « Heedlessly constaa® fm 1§ gaa li»«# ruWey
oil emd ne«dlesaly mngest higlimya,

C e aot only the truek farming indug*
39T i"boy supply I>ut a»lso

seriously a»d ~dTr#rsely affect »ay
dust™Nies and business## aad th« domestie

pXoyaielit field#

ulatloiis ty Hitler amd Ifttasellni*

4# X believe a byprodwt cf this

Si y# StalDX® ci M#HCHTrye

ei"bly -

trol*



’ I

m that the Department of is fully
info d mto pex8Itit« dMg#ya and In eollalioratioii
vd th the military authorities imparedto take any nee*

wsai*y wasurea tor control* He also conewsn in the W
lief tho%t ilia pdopla starts tills %gitati<m haT«
ey® oa tim poa@milt r of ple3ci«i® up «H«a property at
good prit«a throu/i f#y«#6 t&les «s"t fe~elosures

4dsi nusiber of eut* N U«mt M6le»te«F« act m b1 m

a fw but w»w«tet Or»rljfdidtkys«i«tie mgitato”i
dMo mNo @ Nu»liiks# of keying alii mimm§ tMltre In the

Ue alum bre Ipp«t thi- ft™iutiosi.

meimg #  jeixuia mtr Yim t’\Uy in |8iss
Sasuly of tlul Calf omin
Xiegislk tive Oomitte#”™ who is etriously nc”*rm d Xest
me Mtfoii «i»» we”ek tU plans ibv tnevem”L
frloultltr | piroduetion in One
bIB mmh$ aeeordigr to Willliuwoiit |e slsaost eortadnl’\r
fael»/g 2.&%tldatlosi if th« delegatlon ree~mendatlons
e"Tri“k puU Certainly to th®puMle la dollim
and m ted time e N 3\/\E|»d"m lost would Imi axioXTOisii
asd miaeh greatefl Vaxkt A ade~tiata m nt”oX
of tbe aliens#






HOUSE COM-1ITTEE INVEST IGAT I1T5
ITATIO1IAL DEFENSE HIG-RATIOIT

H m 524, U.S. Court House
S.W. Bro~dv av and Main St.
Portland, Oregon

February 20,1943.

MEMOEAHDUM

TO: Robert K. Lamlj

From* Herbert Roback and Charles Cockey /

Subject* Intsrview vith. Dr. E»T» Hedlund, Postyinaster, Post Office Bldg,

February 20, n

The Postmaster indicated office space, qtd suggested several persons for inter-
view, He stated that the coraimmity is quite agitated ab nut the alien situation
and there is a one-hundred percent sentiment for complete removal of the Jap-
anese.



Tolan Committee

203 Henrg Bldg
Swattie Washington

Jeb. 27t 1942.

Memorandum
To; R "bert K. Lainb
From: Joan Pascal and. Harold G- Tipton

SulDjedt Interviews February 21,1942, witjj Russell Peters, managing editor, S
Post-Intelligencer; Ate Hurwits, editor Seattle-Star; Hussell McGrath, managing
editor “eattle Times*

Mr. Peters outlined for us the nature of the Japanese commanity in Seattle.
There are a j;arge numlDer of Japanese in the city, also many Filipinos, but

few Chinese/ These people live in a firly gell defined area gf the city,

gf course a large nura®ber of thea are engaged in truck farming between seattle
and Tacoma. The Japanese living in the city are e”Dloyed in domestic service to
a large extent* A nuni“ber of clubs are completely staffed 'by Japanesee There
are a mun“ber of Japanese hotels run 'by Japanese, and they also engaged in var-
ious activities XHshxax serving the Japanese community, such as operating Jap-
anese "banks, steamship lines, shops, etc. Very fe\f of the Japanese are Tfisher-
meni;« The Filipinos in Seattle are mostly either in domestic service or engaged
in fishing.

Immediately after Pdarl Harbor there was litile local reaction a”a"nst the

local Japanese population/ “he newspapers made a special effort to play up

the fact that many of the Japanese were loyal citizens and government officials
assured the population that the situation vas "being properly handled '"by t-e
federal authorities. As a result of this there were no anti-Japanese demonstra-
tions. However, with the victories of the Japanese in the Pacific, there

has "been increased anti-Japanese feeling in the city. Most of the local American
Legion posts have passed res8llltions recommending complete evacuation, and

in looking over letters to the editor, Mr, Peters finds an increasing numlDer
every day that are anti-Japanese. People are increasingly convSnced that even
the American D rn Japanese is really a dual citizen due largely jro tie feE+
patriarchal nature of the Japanese family* The Japa,nese truck faras are

Usually owned "by the American "born children "because the Japanese parents are

not allowed to ovm land, '"but the farms are actually operated Tty the parents*

A large part of the fresh vegetables coming into the ~eattie market are pro-
duced 'by tod marketed 'by Japanese, At the "be”inni”g of the v;ar when all
foreign funds were frozen this trade wqs temporjcarily stopped and at this
time, in cooperation with the Seattle Produce Exchange, the “edera Heserve
Bank made a study of thej(amount of produce controlled by the Japanese.

Mr. McGrath of the Times had a little to add to what the oth r two editors had
told us. He recommended a few more people for us to get in touch vith. The rea-

son for the lac®, of extreme™anti-Japanese feeling in oeattle, according to Mr.
McGratn, is partly due to the fact that commercial ties with Japan have TDeen



2- Interviews nith editors

_ * jpnn N with dAirin®
Seattle has T"een the pri”ci™a tant to fan anti-Japanese

very close, X5cal business men have ~een reluctant to ia

past years, i )
feeling for this reasoni



Eowm 5249 Co™rt louse
Portlajad, Oregon

fBbmmrf 24,1942

MMOUMMTtF ¢

tot Boberi t. I*aab, Staff Mrector

Front Charles B* Coekey,

Sabjeett SaXffe Peoples, Secretary Oregon State

Industrial nsicai Coaacll ,1* e

Mr. People® stated that th# policy adopted by the walm with regard
to employment of Japanese (ali”™ aad citia™a) was th&t until th®
War Departoeat decided Otherwis® they shomld b©® kN>t their

On DecMiber S, there had aris™ a sitnatiim with regards to # tiro
local saw aill la r*iich a wmSher of Japaaese (alien and nad

n laid off at the r st of the mayor bat feat 2N Msially ra
g?%atﬂm had foesa stralu «@d out aa)é thiat tWg were mr\rbgck at

ymrkm

About a week ago a situation ha4 arisea in a local saw mill, one

ther sawsill invol 'ﬂwaDecggzbetl#fl i’%cl'fne

8re$vr erelAadla\é(r?la}]/ ed'%ﬁe reaovi e1t' apanege JL}’\te alibis
wre tswolroad4 The® are aU alienc aud preeamably will be r<M\Qved*

Mr. Peoples stated that he did not eavleage ary gr«at replacing
the Mapaa”se labor in the Gaw aiU» aod logging caiges should » ail
be removaNi*

His opinion »as Uiat the ?. S. A. should look toward
of these Japaaese# H« saild they saight be used to replace white labor
~lich had either migrated to defense areas or had been liKiuctea into

tb« aimed ferees* yod -
He said his union 2
ia reply to which I explained ~bat ™ jrore the to

_ ’}5°5«blf\! buAhat i fhe cn”~d _ _
it to be consid«red toy the e ittee in e eetion with its report

to egi*®s«f d b« gla<! to ac pt saa«w»



molan COminittee

Room 270-E
11355 Market St,

San rancisco

Fer. 25,1942

Memorandum
To HoTDert K. Lajnb
Prém: Leonard A. Thomas

Subject. Conference at Stockton with Growers

*s a result of the phone call of Mrl W din, California Fruit Exchange, on Tuesday
afternoon, the writer and ™r. "ates met with the following gentlement at the Hotel
Stdckton at 10]00 AM On Fe'b. 25: McLaughlin, Lodi 540, Mr. E.A. Humphrey
Lodi 186, Residence 194, Mr. L.K. Marshall, Lodi, Mr. D.H. H~tchie, Lodi, Mr,

J.C. Skinner, Lodi 1182, Mr. H.n. Woodworth, Lodi, Mr. T.J, angford, Jftcano
iSBFSI, Mr, Wm. B. Parker, Lodi 1180, Mr. Burton Towne, Jr., Lodi 285J,

These gentlement stated to us that Japanese kMor causes approximately 75" of
table grapes. That there was a serious shortage of agricultural labor last year
which will probably be acute this year. IT Japanese labor is taken away, there is
every piasxiistiiidfijrx probability that the growers would not 'bte able to harvest thr
table grapes.

The pattern of Japanese agricultural la”or in this area is migratory. The pruning
season in the orchards which is just now "bein® completed means that the Japanese
laborers will go to the ~elta t@ work in the asparagus fTields until the middle of
Ju™ e — they Will then go to the treet fmit areas in Winters, *acaville, Loomis, into
Placer, and then back to the Lodi area to work in the harvesting of grapes. These
same T>eople v/ork in the celery fields from August to middle November and again from
March to August* The low period is about the month, of ~ebruarv.

Mr. Parker stated that his con™any, the S.A. G-riard Co., packers, 1is spending over =
$5,000,000 this year to round up labor, While not directly asked, the writer is

of the opinion that this company is attempting to recruit ”“exi-can labor in ~rawley,.
Calif, and in Arizona. He stated that a"bout 20,000 Japanese laborers will 'te needed
in tyis state. He says in CMilif, crops will not 'te harvested mbecause, as he says,
other hel” could not 'be trained quickly ehough in one season to do this* (Some of
the members of this conference expressed a fear, not only that there would 'te a
sh-orta™e of labor, "but that some of the Japanese who are now working in agriculture
might I>e moved out*)

It was the consensus of opunion of this conference that the alien evacuees fro,

the Coastal areax could and should "Ee used in the agricultural fields of the state.
They all agreed that the prevailing rate of wages should >e paid. They all agreed
that no serious opposition would arise from the people in the comiminities into

which the evacuees v;ere "brought if the comiminities could 'te assured that the feder-
al G-overnment or other authorities had the situation well under control and that the

215 i eaSight



2~COnference at Stockton with Growers

returned every day.

An felt that some clearing house was necessary to which information could 'be routed
as to the number to 'be evacuated and to which farmers could send their requests for
agricultural labor. Suggested that in all c ounties at the present time there wa
the nucleus for such a set-up, there "being an agricultural committee composed of the
Couty A”ent, the Secretary of the local AAA and others.

As Tfar as the cans are concerned and the fact that many of the workers w0llld have to
e moved to correspond with feeasonal crop demands, they nevertheless felt that the
movement wasn®"t over great areas and that it could easily T sontrolled from one

to another. As well, sonce many of the "big growers handle several types of crops, it
is possible that many of the evacuees ciuld 'te kept on the same farm.

Mr. Parker declared that his conpany usually has a Ji)ak of 7,000,000 in tomatoes. He
stated that the Government has requested their’pack to Te increased to 10,000,000

— he stated frankly and candidly that, unless the la"bor situation is conrpXeted, he
did not see how the compsiny could pack more than 5,000,000. All of the gentelemt
stated that unless a tomato farmer knows he is going to get sufficient help for his
harvest, he will not plant his crop.

Thet all argued against sending these people out of the state* As to the press
stpry that sugar beet interests in Colorado were requesting I am miBibers of Japan-
ese workers, Mr. Parker declared that in a recent trip to Colorado he observed that
Colorado was now handling all the sugar beets they liad facilities to process. They
just could not process any more and, therefore, did not seem to 'te a,ny need for
further labor. (An off the record opinion tifas to the fact that other causes might

have prompted, the request the local press carried

i 11 of the gentlement were emphatic in declarations that the agricultural situation
was serious, that the government was demanding increased crops, tmt that &% the
present* they greatly feared that usual production might 'bte somewhat curtailefi.
wwll felt that the alien avacuation problem could 'te completely solved, that the
agricultural situation could 'be greatly ameliorated, if only the growers and far-
mers could 'be assured that the authorities intended to do somethin™. They deplored
the fadt that they are \ina'ble to make plans, without the risk of incurring serious Ffi-
nancial loss, '"because they fear a shortage of labor and as yet no one of authority
has made an attempt to h,elp, them out of their difficulties, 1 We do not give a
what the government does, just so long as they do something”~nd will let us
know so we can make our plans.l

In response to a question as to what comment they might have on the storv”~carried
in the™ Sacramento Union on Fe. 24 that the Delta asparagas scsadiasxx growers has sent
out a call to Oeorgia for young Negor workers, th— conference was of the opiniSn
thB.t no greatsr prol)X6in could possibly fa.c® Ca,Xif» tlian tilo inrportation of colorsd
help. They seemed to feel that there v;as no situation under the s\in that would
warrant the importation of Southern negroes.

Your wfiter®s personal o"bserva.tion of the meeting is that these men are surprisingly
serious and practical in their approach to the problem Xs* confronting them,and
they are "bewildered ty the failure of the authorities to take any step whatever in
an attempt to solve their problems. They want action, “any of them feel that unles
some action is taken iinmediatelythey stand ready to lose their "business. IT this
were necessary in order to win the warf they claim they v/ould te ready and proud

to do it. But at the moment not one of them felt that such was necessary "because

0 the Government” insistence that food is as iilaportaiit as tanks and guns in the
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war effort. You will 110te that practically all of them left their telephone
numbers with the writer with the sugge tion that if in soiy way the” can eooperate

with the Committee, they stand ready to do so at a moment®s notice.



Boooa 5 le S« Court se
F6rtXandf Oregon

Februaxy 2$, JSh2

fot Bobart K» Lamb
Fro®* Qiarl@s E* Coekey, <dp»

Sabjeiits Interview with Bishop Benj. D. Dataprell, Episcopal Biahop
of Oregon* February

fhe Bishop said that th® situationdld not m i him with the panic evidenced

by so any in the eoifflanity, bmt perhaps it was because he ms of a ®ore
trusting natun Me did not £esl thatt the Japanese as a whoX® pz*@sen"t™ a

more serious threat than ai’r other groups, and should be dealt with 0On an
indIfi<(ual basis*

sMd that In_his judgment the present hysteria with regard to the local
Japanese was stir up N thO sontisents expressed by the American Legion,
the vemm”B anadliary of the Legion and possibly even the D.AH. Added
to that were people "ho nere professional j«w-bait«r8 and - aa»r types*

He also blames the press for stisulatlag thio feeling bf its ov«F«drai&atie
treatffigat of the subject*

Ha is a member of the alie»«™eariisg board. Said «lie& he iNiit to hear a
zmsiber of the oases he wW&a prepared, troo. reading the papers, to «xperiene«
a tbtj thrilling affair, but that nearly all of e cases were paroToa to
be eo&pletelj har~dss iadivldii«ls« He recounted several examples to

bear out his contenti”™i. He said that he had often championed the eause

of (I&pa&ese o0 had been subject to adstrea sou*tt su as firing fr  jobs*

He said that in the ermt of a 'tAiol0891Xb ewmatloii the problttms iarolTed
were great and be aaggeeted that9 where possible# to proceed Blomlj and
ear«ful lj«

e had no clear rec siendAtioii to sake eoneemiisg dispositi &of
eTaouees after tMjr had been resioved bat said tiejr sight be placed in soaie

section saeh as Xellcnrstone

fhere is one anil, ehareh ia his diocese a™l ho e€msi<tors thesm all Xojal
to this eoimtxy. Be recalled 1MNie brutal erraocuatloa of Poland bj the
oasis and «aid ve siist guard against bratalixiag oarselves iIn our effort

to via the var*



SEVENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS
John H. Tolan, Calif., chairman
Joh Al

Lau ,

Carl T. Curtis, Nebr.

Carl I Ourtis Netr” of H\t pmteb States
Robert K. Lamb, staff Director HOUSE COMMITTEE INVESTIGATINCI

NATIONAL DEFENSE MIGRATION

ssljvglan, @

Hoom 254 Federal Building
Los Angeles, California
ifebruary 2 6 ,1942

Mernorandum
To: Robert K. Lamb
From: S. A. Lischinsky

Subject: Interview with timr J. Ryan, Commissioner of
Agriculture, Los Angeles County, 524 N. Spring
Street, Los Angeles, California

Mr. Ryan has prepared a survey of the extent to which the
Japanese aliens and citizens control the production of
vegetables iIn the County of Los Angeles = 1 am attaciiing a
copy of the summary sheets. There are additional data as
given by local map areas whiich did not get but which will
be presented in his statemente

tiiink that Mr. %an silOuld be asked to testify and
him that Congressman Tolan will probably get in touch with
him regarding his appearance.

The survey was made on the basis of interviewse On page 2
you will find an adjustment for the estimate of 7,000 to
give the total crop acreage as 36,251« This i1s to be
compared with the acres given on page 4 as 36,592« The fact
that these agree so closely is urged as an indication of the
accuracy of the estimate. The adjustment was reached by"
adding the i1ndividual adjustments for each area so that it
may be presxnaed to have been made independently of the
knowledge of the answers. The estimatea on page 3 were
arrived at by consiilting distributors .y You will notice

that i1n the truck crops Japanese produce 90% or over of

the following: beans— lima and string, cauliflower, celeryT-
wilite and green, table cucumbers, lettuce, peas, peppers,
squash; and tlie Japanese control such a proportion of all
but a few of the 1uEpjsxiSEl market garden i1temse You will



Robert K. 2/26/42 (Hyan interview)

recall that Mr. Rosecrans said that the shortages which will
arise i1f the Japanese are withdrawn would occur mainly 1in
relish cropse This, of course, is not borne out by the
attached tabulation.

Mr. Ryan suggested that 1 get iIn touch with Mr, H. N. Pierce,
State Department of Agriculture, wiionmn have already seen.



COPT 6)

FARM OPERATORS LABGH !

Map Citizen Operators Alien Operators Total Operators Labor Man Mos.
Area Number Acres Number Acres Kmabex( Acres Outside Home
A 19 1360 3B 2252 57 3612 4954 2175

B 6B 1324 58 695 126 2019 1599
C 72 1161 113 1269 185 2430 2319 6862
D 35 1317 83 1295 121 2612 3109 4941
E 19 657 21 640 40 1297 1394 1741
F 27 424 36 454 63 878 533 2126
a 11 234 12 161 23 395 512 829
H 52 999 16 334 68 1333 1327 2958
74 1822 il 291 85 2113 24B5 2434
J 33 661 47 823 80 1484 3314 2479
K 41 994 21 «433 62 1427 1385 2012
L 36 1079 26 503 62 1532 1092 2001
M 42 797 3S 661 80 145B 1592 2753
N 3 72 2 56 5 12S S8 181
0 8 189 k 23 12 212 325 54S
P 79 1613 41 516 120 2129 3293 5063
6 410 6 4S6 12 896 96 275
R 1 4 1 40 116 72
Total 629 15,153 573 10,892 1,202 26,045 29,533 44,098

February 5 1942



(9
FAHIvi OPEHATOHS AI"© ACREAGE - LOS AMGELSS GOU1TTY

Total for All Areas - A through R

No. farmers 21 ==
No. farms 12
Land acres & ’'a
Alien iIn
Charge of Farm
Nisei Nisei on No nisei Total
in farm 21 on farm or acres Total
charge yrs old less than alien crop
of farm or older 21 yrs. in an. acr_s
~Cabbage 1e=s = =0 1,232 =855
*Gauliflower 1 és = =6 881 346
Broccoli a - 21 81
*G-reen beans +
(ino.1'ims) = 1= 1 74 142
*Celery LS g%g L= 1 zc =499
~Peas I st = s = =450
*Spinac i . B P =<9 = 727
*Garrots éiz fs 2 = 34
*Tomatoes =S 414
*0nions 2:9}4 éii =t 233 1327
Lettuce & = =7 = 32
Cantaloupes =t = == N Sz 4560
*Squash += S a_ =N 668
Asparagus “o 1 . = 102
Sugar Beets = +e =
Sweet Gorn = =? s
Potatoes = = 1i Ef =
Sweet potatoes = -
Mi scC. £= =|:|_44 a2 = a2~ JI0 B
= = aa m S
Total 17¢673 = 7,413 11,535 29,208
Adjustraent estimate 4,5 7 o= 1251tk 2,536 7,043
Grand Total 22,180 5 114 S,957 14,071 36,251
i farmers 629 222 = 573 1,202
e farms 757 247 - 634 1,391
w aliens 1,047 412 éi) 1,102 2,149

*Total acres for these crops others entered where 10 acres or more on
farm, otherwise in miscellaneous.

2/11/42



TENTATIVE 1941 CROP ACI

Conmodith;
TRUCK CROPS

Asparagus
Beans - Lima
n - Snap
Cabbage
Cantaloupes
Carrots
Cauli flower
Celery - ?/hite
L - G-reen
Corn - Green
Cucumbers - Pickles
M - Table
Endive (Chicory)
Lettuce
Melons (Others)
Onions - Dry
Peas
Peppers - Chili-Dried
Potatoes - Sweet
Potatoes - White
Rliubarb
Spinach - Market
Squash - Winter
Tomatoes - Canning)
n - Market )
Watermelons

TOTAL
MAEKST GARB S

Beets - Table
Broccol1i
Egg Plant
Mu~tard-gre ens
Onions-green
Parsley-
Parsnips
Peppers-Bell
Radishes
Roma ine
Rutabaga
Squasii-Iltalian
n -Summer
Turnips
Miscel laneous

TOTAL

Total Acreage

1,650
2,000
2,100
3,750
1.500
3,950
4,200
450
2.500
5,300
625
575
700
1,175
325
725
700
1,000
725

1 350
450

- 1,300
725
7.500

200
45,475

< 3

O

a1

=5

X

=0

U5 W

S =33

GE

Je'ﬂl_,la

s
ETI A

O QRN §

Q00 ® GNY & oo Vo

S LULET

0 0Mm@ooloNo® W@l ¢

11,1942
Acres-Japanese

412
1,800
1,995
2,813

600

2,963
3,750
446
2,475
795
500
518
525
1,071
260
290
693
990
181
135
113

1 287
73
4,500

20 23

o TR PO EOh 8 4

o



di

BUSKBJSHSIES &
SOKAMBMITiS

Blackberries
Loganberries
Raspberries
Strawberries
Youngberries &
Boysenberries

TO14L

TOT1IU, mVOK CROPS,
MASKET GAHDEHS AMD
BERHIES

100

a1 O

825
2,225

54,063

~ciapanese

90
90

95

I1f,

495
1,792



Francis x. Riley

From!
Su"bjectl interview wit>4 Commander RinSle
353 Van NuyS Bldg, L s Angei
Angeles t
expects to leave fro actwe duty
ason said, he
going WepF at home. °

¥n recent raids made Hv th¥» FRT rm
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1 = e tat
Japanese situation for an@ther 100

of n al effects 3 r

5 years/.
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lolled the Japanese who
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since 1940.
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cause,
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ages of 10 and 20 years

any
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"any connection with it. He su”est”™d the+
find. _ the number and ty D f

to satisfy ourselves as to whether
", n the bagis of race alone He tLSf~*

He told me that the United C m z

the Japanese down here

oL udn

*

apaaese situation would have disappeared

? dangerous into three groups.

The second group consisted of the~ntf t i?hf °Jient ~

TSif~nl £ P
These are the yomg people educated duringthe

TRERak1VE 1¥5ahdne dF DAY RRD;PARMY" thit thip thv

Room 254, federal Bldg

Los Angeles, California
February 26,1942

Naval Intc»in D
aval Intelli”™ c e department,
aval Intelligence Office in Los

fficer iIn the department and

in seeing I’%é]ltm%ﬁi nng raltcjeqk

s it is possible to learn,

nk”e acc ir*nied them as an
in ch the J anese

a e ®fid tha™ ve have disturbed the
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in another

C - Wherl in

N toother for

th&T had cata~
The

time

nameS, of
AN _any Japanese national
infarfl- third gr up
in JaP®" between the
f re. ~ led the Ki™ *

Tps” Jfgan 1N

f years

N ve less desire to have

3 tejested we might check
that,the JaP”~ese have formed

I fAnizations had Deen formed

0] any or iz«ti m

y/\

been or”~i.ed because the Mayor OTLITItIII



2- John Abbott (Interview Coramsjider ~inkle)

FrdMrat™o the Japanese with an organiz ation of American Deot)le comrosed
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TOLAH COMMITTEE
Washington, D. C.

Los Angeles, California
Febrtiary 26,1942

From S. A. Lischinsky to Robert K. Lanmb
StToject: Interview with C. V. Castle, County Farm Supervisor, Los Angeles County,

524 N. Spring Street, Los Angeles, California.

I was unable to et any information respecting either the supply or the demand

for lalDor from Mr. Castle. He was quite positive in his assurance, however, that
that is a secondary question; the primary one is to get the Japanese out of the
area. Nearly all of his remarks pertained to the menace and the trickery of the
Japanese. His position was substantially that of Mr. Rosecrans, except that
perhaps it was a little more violently stated. All this areas asks, he said, was
that the Federal Government do its duty and take the Japanese out and leave the
problems of readjustment to local initiative. He said that if DeWitt does not move
very quickly, local citizens will ask his ouster. He said that this country was
the original home of vigilantif?ra and, if need “>e, they will be resurrected to keep
law and order. Local residents, he said, have such means as stringing people to
telephone poles if their security is threatened. He mentioned the possibility of

the conscription of Japanese for agricultural labor.



TOLM COMMITTEE
Washington, D. C.

Los Angeles, California
February 27,1942
From: S. A. Lischinsky to Robert K. Lamt

Subject: Interview with Mr. Walsh, Western Fruit Growers Exchange

Kr. Walsh is in charge of la'bor supply for the Western Fruit Growers Exchange

and an operator in his own right. ,

He was very emphatic that he did not represent the Western Fruit Growers Exchange,
but merely appeared as a private citizen, that he was in favor of evacuation of the
Japanese much as it hurt him, that there would be a serious labor problem "tut that
couldnH be helped, that he didn"t like the Japanese, and that a good part of their
"business was obtained from the Japanese growers. He would not give me figures as to
the proportions either of his ovm company or that of others of the business so
obtained.

I was quite surprised 'by this point of view since he called at the request of Mrs.
Ota, from whom I gathered t-hat Mr. Walsh would describe the economic.repercussions
af any wholesale evacuation.

He appeared very much embarrassed and requested several times that nothing 'te said

of his visit.



TOLAH COMMITTEE
Washington, D. C.

Los Angeles, California
March 2 1942
From S. A. Lischinskjr to Robert K. Lamb
Safeject: Interview with Harold Kennedy, Executive Director,
Los Angeles County Defense Council,
253 Hall of Justice,
Los Angeles, California
Present at the reauest of Mr. Kennedy were Gordon L. McDonough, County Supervisor,
who drafted the resolution put out 'by the Countv Defense Council, on F'b. 1llth; Richard
H. Miller, Assistant to Mr. McDonough; and Harold J. Ryan, County Commissioner of
Agriculture, whom 1 have seen before.
Mr. Kennedy stated that a poll of public opinion here, leaving aside the hysterical ones,
would reveal that the local citizenry are profoundly dissatisfied "by the measures taken
to date 'by General DeWitt, that the Japanese here are in sufficient numbers to "burm our
forests, contaminate our waters, sabotage our industries. He is looking forward to seein™

the plan referred to in the papers, and he opined that the Tolan Committee could already

credit itself with having forced the administration to take sterner measiores.

In answer to a question whether the local people were disturbed a"bout the ltalian/ and
German aliens, Mr. Ryan interjected that while the Germans individually are more dangeroas
than the Japanese, the aermans are so integrated in the community that the F.B.l. can
adopt effective counter-espionage methods and therefore it is possible to treat this

group on an individual "basis. Neither Mr. Ejran nor Mr. Kennedy thought there was any
great danger from the Iltalian group. It Was their opinion that Mussolini would not

have the follow-through that Hitler has.



Tolan Committee

Room 524, U.S. Court House
S.W. Broadway and Main St
Portland, Ore.

February 21,1942

MEMORANDUM

T J Robert K. Lamb
From: “erlDert Holiack and Charles C ckey
Subject* Interview with I-layor R. Earl Riley, City Hall, Portland, February 21,

The Mayor has one irery clear and unqualified notion? remove the Japanese, aliens
and citizens, out of Oregon and east of the Cascades. e was very frank iIn stated
ing that he doesn®t c”re a whit what *becoraes of them, e suggested that cer-
tain problems might arise in the disposition of these people, "both as to re-
placing useful functions performed "by them here and in relocating them else-
where* cominented as an example on the problem of how the production and
marketing of produce m ght 'te taken over and maihiained in citie’s such as

Los Angelese where the Japanese are numerous. That, said Mayor iley, is
Fletcher Bowron*s worry. He admitted that some sloght disruptions might 'te
entailed, but nothing serious or permanent in his city. As for their relo-

catioii, he opined (in response to a comment 'by us) that the Japanese should

'I® provided with gaffiEikKniz some sort of agricultural v/ork, in which they
are''proficient, to maintain their productivity ahd subsistence. But all these
pro“biems he considered subsidiary ‘to the pressing question of removale

After the war started the Mayor ordered all Japanese, aliens and citizens,
to remain in their quarters for two weeks* To date, there "as heen only a
small evacuation from the Bonneville dam area of persons clearly suspect, posses-A

ing arms, contraband, etc.



Hom $2h9 0. S. Court House
Portland, Oregon

February 23,1 2
MgMORAKDUM

? ] fidh@rt Km Lamb
Il Herbert Roback, Charles Cocker, Jr*

Subjects Interview with Joseph K* Carson, State Command&F, Oregon
Department of the African Lefioni former 1™or of Portland
former Inspector-General, Office of Civilian Defense

(Recently resigned to accept Ar'gr post.

Mr. Carson vas rery eiMiatie in stressing the need for aeeblete and
issnediate evacuation of Japanese aliens and citizens from the eoastal
areas for three main r"SLSormt

(1 Itwas difficult, if not inipossibl® to tell a®
good from the bad*

(@ hiocal feeliBg was such that ary orert act vould
eall for IMnediate reprisal by the local citizMiry,

working injury to loyal Japanese.

(@) krsy aaltreatm™t of Japanese oationals by Americanst
in a period of arroused passions, restalt in
slsdlar reprisals being taken on our cmn citizens
residing in Japan™

To these reasons he later added sareral others| for example™ the
praokffla of distinguishing Japanese from Chinese or Filipinos who
be innoc™it objects of persecution*

Mr* Carson veribared his opinion that all the Japanese should be lo-
eat™ iInthe Mississippi Valley iIn a huge caitozisiatt and faming
project. The enterprise might cost more than 25 million dollars,

a real cost bat a worthy one in viesr of the present cirmuastances*®
He favors a hwaaxm ootarse in transplanting the Japanese. Provision



Robert K. Lamb - 2/23/h2

should be Bade for their welfare, maintenance, utilization of labor
and skills, etc* This aujQry* Is too rich and vast iIn natural re-
sources to have insuperable barriers In the mass removal. Similarly,
no difficulties should remain in replacing the productive functions
of the Japanese in Oregonj our forefathers tilled the soil before the
Japanese ever came to this country#

He expressed some concem over the refugee aliens from Qemiar®, Austria,

and felt that soma special consideration must bO given their
problem. Thelrs was not an ordinary Iramigrationj they had, in most
cases, actually fled the tyranry of Hitler*

H« was of the opinion that a semi-martial law”as Biddle seemed to rec~
conend, permitting court writs of habeas corpus against military orders,
would establish dangerous precedents. Straight martial lairwas clearly
preferable*

There were a few Bundists around, but their original enthusiasm for
Hitler was dissipated and they woiild not take up arms against this
country. He< Carson mentioned the problem of anti-Semitism which came
to the surface some time ago, when he was Mayor, over a showing of two
moviest an© nazi, and one arrtiiHmzi.

Mr* Carson introduced us iIn his off£ic© to Nan Wood Honefmsng ©x Congress—
woman, ™148PBiaid aui fri  d of Eleanor* Roosevelt, and recent appointee
as eollectior of* customs districts Harking back to her experience
irlth the House Committee or™filgration, she felt that a complete rs-urriting
of the immigration laws was necessary. Theilr present anomalies compelled
good persons to depart for unfriendly home countries and permitted un-
desirable persons like Harry Bridges to remain* Mrs* Honeyman was un-
giaalifiedly In favor of complete removal of the Japanese, who coiild not
ba distinguished in their loyalty as between citizens and aliens*



Tolan Committee

Room 270-E
1355"Market St
San rancisco
Feb. 24,1942

Memorandum
Tod Robert K. Lamb

From: 1leonard A, Thomad

Re: Interview with Chief of Police Alec K. McAllister and Assistant Chief
Fritz Kominsky, Sacramento, Calif*

liyw. ¥... £AFQ.

Many Japanese interviewed, 'by the police have publicly declared that in the
event of an invasion Tt the Japanese in litary they would either not fi~ht
against their own people, or that, if p ssl/ble, they .would Assist the in-
vasion in eyery vay possible. 01l the contrary, these same people have
stated that in the event of an invasion of German or Italian armed forces
they would stand ready to assist the United States, in conbat, if necess-
ary. Both men insisted that the Japanese have never "beeh informers.

Both men felt that Police department and P.B.1* had the situation in Sacra-
mento well in hand, "but "both felt that public opinion vas arpused or allayed
in direct proportion to the success of Japanese arms. Personally they
advocate removeal of all Japanese from metropolitan areas or vrhere they are
An close proximity to defense pOsts. Everyone in cominunity very surprised
Vhen F.B.1. made first arrests.



%
TOLAN COMMITTEE

2/24/42
SanFrancisco

From: Leonard A. Thomas to Ro"bert K. Lamb
Re; Interview with Walter F. Jones, Managing Editor, Sacfamento Bee

The Bee has been flooded with letter from people oth within the metropolitan area dnd from the
nearly agricultural regions dema.nding that action 'be taken looking toward the removal of all
Japanese citizens and aliens alike. At first, this flood was tenpered 'by many proposing that
constitutional rights 'be preserved, but since Pearl Har'bor and after certain of the FBlI zArrests
the letters have "been unanimous in their suggestion that the Japanese 'te movedl up into the fruit-
growing and packing areas, away from the city.

It was the opinion of Mr. Jones that in the asparagus, tomato and other garden cjjops in the Delta
as well as among the tree fruit and vine areas, there would 'te a serious shorta]l[e of agricultuaal
labor. This lalDor has normally iDeen carried on 'by Jap rese and Filipinos working together, "but of
late the farmers have had to arrange new set-ups to keep them separated, for the Filipinos will
not work for the Japanese, who often occupy the position of either lessee or as foremen. Stated
definitely that there would be a serious unfavorable public feaction to any hodge-podge infil-
tration of a large number of Japanese into the Sacramento metropolitan area. He hastened to add,
however, that if %he people thought that the Government was either guarding or keeping the
evacuees under close surveillance, there was little likelihood that the commonity v/ould bs
aroused. The attitude of a local community is largely determined 'by how the Japanese are

faring in the war.

At first the people wanted to %hegive the Japanese the IDenefit of every dou'bt, "but as the war
has gone along, the popular expression along the streets in Sacramento is, 1The only good Jap
is a dead Jap-.-n Comiminity attitudes are gradually changing as spying and espionage activities
are disclosed and F. B. I. arrests are made. Many of the letters indicate that the writers
v/ould rather not see the Japanese put to work, "hbut that they 'te moved completely without the
state.

Mr. Jones stated that there was evidence of labor shortages in the agricultural areas, because
many had "been drawn therefrom to the war industries on the Coast. He felt that an orderly move-
ment of evacuees into the agricultural areas of the valley, if under Government control and
supervision, together with assurances to the public that such movement was properly controlled
and guarded, would result in little unfavorable comment. It was his opinion that if the people
of the metropolitan area should suddenly see a large num"ber of Japanese on the streets of a
morning, without knowing the why or wherefore of their presence, conceivably there might 'te a
repetition of the situation Talare.

People have resented the attitude of the Japanese locally, who have "been getting more '"cocky" as
the war has progressed. As fTar as Germens and Italian are concerned, local residents do not
seem to feel that they exist, and so far no public expression of indignation™- at theilr presence
or demand for their removal has "been noted.

Mr. Jones suggested that on a trip through the valley we might interview Mr. McLaughlin,
Managing Editor of the Fresno Bee, as well as Mr. Harry Conway of the Modesto Bee. He also
suggested that we interview Mr. Russell Grah-m, Sr., of Walnut G-rove, Cal. (about 25 miles
from Sacramento, in the Delta) who is one of the oldest, most respected and most successful
farmers in that area.

Advised us that since calling in the morning for our appointment with him, he had had lunch with
Mr. Irving Woodin, G-eneral Manager of the California Fruit Exchange, and Mr. yred Reed, Assistant
General Manager, feoth of whom expressed a desire to have a chat with the writer.



TOMT COMMITTEE
Washington, D. O.
Los Angeles, California
March 2,1942
From: S. A. Lischinsky to Robert K. Lanmlj
Subject: Interview With Vergil J. Morris, Sec.-Mgr.,
Farmers Public Central Market,
6151 West Pico Boulevard,
Los Angeles, Calif.
Phone: VIn. 7276
Mr. Morris called at the office, this morning, and asked for permission to appear
"before the Committee.
He has apparently for some time "been interested in the subject. He had with him
what appeared to be a complete file of newspaper clippings. He informed us that he
had a few weeks ago appeared on an open forom, in which he had counselled against
wholesale evacuations. He showed us a plan that he had submitted to Clark, 1in which
he suggested segregation of aliens into three groups:1 . Those known to be
disloyal- such to '"be put in concentration camps; 2. Those doubtful, at least to be
under survellience; and, > Loyal aliens, to he allowed to remain at their present
duties.
His position is similar to that of Mr. Cunningham, namely: that the Japanese is an
excellent farm laborer, who will not be replaced if evacuated. His interest in this
question stems from the fact that he manages a retail market, in which he rents stalls
to Japanese salesmen. His experience with various nationalities has convinced him that
the Japanese are without peers in retail distribution of vegetables. His more general
interest, he stated, to be that of concern for the continuity of production of essential
foods. In answer to a question as to whether there was any central association of
retailers, he replied in the negative.
6n a ma ter of appearance, we advised him that the Congressmen determine such
matters, "but that we would, be glad to receive a written statement, and would notify him
if a place could be found for him on the schedule. He has "been in this area for twenty
years.

S. A. L.
HBA-IH



Tolan Gomifefee

H m 254, Federal Bldg
Los "Mngeles, Calif
March 3,1942.

Menorandun

SoJ. John ~bbott

From: Francis X. Riley

Subject; Intefview with Joseph Weiriblatt

Mr. Wien"blatt"s "business is loaning money. Mr. ”“einblatt now/ has an arrange-
reent whereby h« can malce a loan at a profit ahd 'be patriotic at the same

time. Some time agosome teraprarily pecunious people from Chicago purchased
200.000 acres of land in Utah, specifically in the Escalante Valley. The

land jjas subsequently turned over to Mr. WeinT3latt for the purposes of selling
it, ccording to Mr. W , this is the first inquiry he has Jxad about it in the
inany yearsx that he has held it.

This, inquiry came from the Pioneer CIuT), an organization of alien Japanese.
The Cliib was voluntarily disbanded Dec. 8 "but the individuals themselves are
interested in moving adlt of California. Mr, Peter M. Kanno of 1350 West
35th Place in thd one who made the original inquiries a"bout the land,

Mr. Kanno owns an oil well and met Mr, ~einlDlatt in the course of financing
the business, Mr. Kanno ceia to Los Angelses F5 38 years a”o Ond has lived
the present address for 16 or 17 years. He has never returhed to Japan.

There are 200,000 acres in the valley for sale 'by these people* baut
70.000 acres of this land is over a water table. The water ta"ble is ten
f~et dovm, The soil, with well-pupni irrigation, according to Mr. “einblatt,
is very fTertile. The TJniOn Pacific Railroad has agreed to "build a station
in the valley gecause vegetables grownx in this valley areonly 10 hours

out of Los Anglese by rail. . e e

The land is to "besold for $ 25 an acre/”ach individual will enter into a
separate contract of purchaseufor a given number of acres, The potential
purchaser would pay rent for 12-]- years. IT the tenancy/ terminates during
"hose years the payments shall 'te construed as rent. IT theHjlstate of

~tah passed laws preventing non-Caucasians from owning land, the payments
shall be construed as rent. IT neither of these contingencies occurs, at
the end of 12 years thebc pajraaents shall 'te applied to the purchase price and
title shall vest iji the Feoffee*

The G-overnor of Utah, the Mormon Church, and the Union Pacific are amenable
to this shceiae* The Farm Security -Administration will furnish the funds and
the impounded Japanese funds shall serve as collateral”or the loans,

WAiInIDlatt believes that 10,000 people and 1,500 farmers will "be accSmnidated



2-Interview v/ith Mr, ”“ein"blatt

under this plan. Because of the lack of time, the Issei go first and vill
live in the improvised shelters tjat vrill 'be taken with them* Siibsequently
the ~famili8s And the citizens will follow.

Mr. "einlDlatt would ke a witness and could testify to the character of the
Japanese with whoii h© could do business and could also elaborate on the
details of what the governmental agency has done to make this plan practical,
Mr. w. inay be reached at 215 West Seventh Street, Los Angeles, TrSnity 2556,
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