[ ,'\f_\ _"“ _:.‘- \ .-1..... 3 :
> vw‘r’,; -.! X " L o

g | ,‘-ﬂ\ (%
b ‘5 a ! t!- .
%

A TULE LAKE

INTERLUDE

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
MAY 27, 1942-1943

(The (Tuﬂaan fle,\P Sk



-

——

T g

The Tulean Dispatch staff
joins in with the many loyal
Americans in Newell in dedi-
cating this publication to
the Japanese-Americans who
volunteered their services
to the United States armed
forces. S X

-In  their willingness to
stake their_lives and fight

for their native land des-

pite the adversity of their
circumstances they have made
known +to eall free.mpavich
are fighting, a new &nd rich
concept of Americen democracy.
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--The rainbow comes OmEee MOTeS

. -«+Te arch the clsaring blus,
Bending above this new

- City;-and there ovefore

¥le lies the verdant moer

* Of-lake=bed bathed with dew,
And barracks stand in Tiew

Cn right sidé of this toi.

With outlstretchsd hands I ory
-For joy that blocms ir - seven
Rich colors in a DOW.
Tt holds me Tapt, and oh,
My heart lsaps to the Heaven,
T almost Téach the skyl.

Ken Yasuda

ZO‘CQ WO'ZC{
he first anniversary of Tule Lake Project marks another

_milestone‘ in the lives of 15,000 Japanese evacuees. It

“also marks the beginning of a new life for thousands of
loyal Japanese-imericans. Sore will assune a completely new
role in the olive drab uniforams of American soldiers. Others
will emerge out of their physical confinements of sentry
towers and fences, out of the self-imposed darimess of doubt
and fear inbe @ new world to face new responsibilities with
new determination. By new responsibilities is méant the ac-
ceptance of obligations and trials borne of all citizeus in
any democratic community. ;

The book atterpts to symbolize the: earnestness of the War
Relocation Authority, which is in no way respensible fbr the
evacuation, 1in permanently resettling individual Japanese
evacuses into normal American community as rapidly. as:pos-
sible. National Director Dillon S. ilyer amd staff have un-

jertaken a gigantic socisl problem for-wﬁich ﬁhhreggg;no
precedent in American history. = - brip apees et

Lcgeunts of the progress and adverture of -the first-ysar
cannot pessibly be recorded exhaustively in this 1ittle book.
To do so would require volumes of researci: work. lhat is
attempted--more or less--is a general picture of the lives
of the Japanese evacuses, the descripticn of tkeir temporary
home, the glimpse of their soecial and economic backgrounds
and how they think and feel. .

with the realization that this gathering is not so much a
complete summary as a living record of the evacuees, it is
hoped that the collsection will move 'all American resaders
closer to the problems of Japanese-Americans.

In preparation of this book, the editor has had the ad-
vantage of the guidance of Dr. Yezmato Ichihashi, former pro-
fegsor of Japanese government and history at Stanford Uni-
versity and author of " Topanese in the TUnited States," and

Mr. John D. Cook, Tule Lake Project reports officer.
~The Editor




CTHE BURIE ey

Wow comes the sun with distance-piercing days
Rovealing far the earth of folded past, |
Reminding kin to kin of common birth,
Of fires endured, of dusty rains consumed. .
Beneath these hills lie countless memories:

Gf mountains born in flames, their watery graves;
fEngulfing death, and ever-crzaping life;

The terrored days of our white sistert?s birth,
Who now serene and quiet with her veil,
¥as born a black and wanton nellion cone
Spewing her thickened blood of liaquid stone

0f silent watching broeds of cliffa and butics;’
Of blackened skies and yesllow lightning's blows,
Regoiling zarth, the deadly hail of rocks; |

Of sccing fgr the hords of dving deer i

Sunk in a sea of flesh-consuming fwmcs.’ §

Now to our guict land so rich wTith pain,

Tiow to our laps great norass of black-haircd men
Boch doy at dovm srrive with -raving arms, :
Taoir sarthly stores bound up in Lags and erabes,
Flocing soms god to find a refuge Rers. :
Bevond tke curvo of sarth, vhat ra has barst?

r

On erwnpled smoking pleins, what thousands yurishad?

_gn z‘zoc/uch'on

- The . book presents a serics of articles written
by young authors; they touch upon verious aspects
of +the evacuee 1life as expericnced by the nisel
during the past ysor. The articlss are dséE;IE:
tive, historical, sociclogicel, reflective, im-
pressionistic and even flippaut, and thus, bscause
of their noture, they may cppear somewhat disjoint-
ed.  Mevertheless, they, as s whole, vividly por-
tray cad reveal the nisci minds as affected by
what has hoppened to them since the outbreak of
war. The writers speck simply ond sincercly that
waich they hove felt and thought, and of the new
envirorments in whieh ~they have besn foresd to
live. To them it hcs been a drama, indsed, an in-
terse one, that bas involved some 110,000 human
sculs; the drame has embodied many comedies and
trogediss. How these comedies and tragedies
strike the wuninitiatsd cen only be surmised, but
to those who hnve actually participated in them,
they are aopt to stick for a long time. Ultimate-
1y, however, it is hoped that the more inteclligent
and courcguous, at least, will emergs philosophi-
eclly victorious.

At the same tims, cny humzn drazma, ond, in par-
ticular, = trcgic one, whether flecting and limit-
ed in scopc or not, should not ¢scape the sericus
attention of +the thinking public sines i¥ too is
jnvolved oven if indirectly. After 2ll, unless
the publie is willing to rsetify mistaxes (commit-
ted by wach doss aot mattor), amé then to help in
reostoring to a normal lifs, these unfortunate eva-
cuscs and more especeinlly thoss of the young gen-
eration, this so husen o problem will likely bracd
vaot another far more tracic one tUat might drive
them into a philosophy of d-sp=nir. his musi be
avoidad.

This writer is an old man opnd a2 long rosident

in the United States, wnose maturse ycars were dso-—




voted to teaching of American youths with the
dream that their cultural life be rendered richer.
Life is a serious business, and it should not be
shatteresd by transitory misfortunes. It must go
on. Thirking men and women should read the arti-
cles’ in order tc learn from them and to penetrate
into the minds of their authors. Then they will
understand the nature of their problems. 1Vith a
necessary knowledge, they can help intelligently
in solving thém. If necessary, these few words
mey be interpreted as an appeal from 3 man whe is
not entirely ignorant of american, and Jupznds e
as well as their ideals, to those ccpoble of view-
ing yocuth problems syizpathetically and striving
for the general betterment of life.

Yomuto Ichihashi




or the anniversary issueon the foundine of the Tule Laks Ppe<
ject, the Editor has aosked me e write an articls on tye sO-
i ecial Dbackground of the Pacific Ccast Japansse £rom the "sch-
ool boy" Japanese 10 the present dsy. I accepted the job gladly,
thinking, that it would be an interesting researcn. 1 read up on
the history of Japan®se and their problems oa ths Pacific Coazst,
and evan went through the volwiinous reporis and transcriptions
of the Tolan committee hearings. And now the job seems appalling.
I have decided that I am 1ot 2 seholar after =211, but would mueh
rather be &« post. From sheer laziness 1 prefer to inginuate the
forest from speculating on 2 single leaf, which is the qethodol—
oéy of the poet, rather than to present the feorest Ly guther?ng
statisties on the qumbsr and variety of leaves per sguare mile
whick is the methodology of the scholar. -

This particular 1eaf refers to myself, a nisei, who lived on
the Pacifie Coast, mow living in a relocation center. The forest
418 @ll cf us Joponese WhO WoIo living on the Pacific Coast. I
shall try to tell apout myself, how I lived, how_I {hought. It
is impossible that this particular person is typical of-all the

8
nisei who lived up and down the coast from San Diego to Belling-
ham, in the fishing wvillages, in the eity spartment houses, on
the farms, in sswmill camps. It is hoped, however, thet from the
accoint of a single person, one mey get an idea of the yest for-
est which wé are o part.

“LAND LAW”
America
lendg of
ehiléhood
thie
with dynomite aad
dull b®blests, gg-oi ‘stumps
ditche ot ¢ black mueck;
olhouse pacnit butber
yp =ud robber; th eachor who used o ple
ch fervor os We used to sing "Good Lbjilng t
in

e o

_petrospoet scem Tull of pecce cnd happi-

one thing which I remember as ¢ dark” shodow
over my hil ond youth.' In those dcys there wes 2 word I
remerber my perents usiag in hushed voices, often I would heer it
whnile Ealf asleep &nd szue unheppiness would troutle fie). "To-

T wtas to realize as I ew older. Tor
passage of the aliei'land'l:ﬁ,'n;'famher
airy, doing the team work ond raisins cow
j However, hs_wss'nevar happy ﬁgrking
wes telking cbout. the
» helf an scre on whi
it, ena the crop was sO0ll av =2 good
given aznother cere, i ime mother
grew poas, untiful crop end
duclly father worked less ond less Tor Fie€
more for the family, cnd it was in this wey
corious indopsndence. Ne money, however,
us, for the "land 1leu™ prohibited Joponese
land or buylng lond for cgricuwliurzl purp
not surposed to be "Parming®, but "worikin
sold by Bsomeonc olse, cnd-we kept o dilize
spent working on the farm.
It wes o strange and difficult -decade for the Jopunese form—

of
:\3
bo

wer
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Iug oretty sure that he would not ranm afoul of the "land lew".
& o F N . :

In schools, or when 1t Was LECESewly to £ill out occupational

blenks, we would swallow our pride and write "farm laborers™ when
X8,

asked about our parent's occupation. Gredually, however, the

specter of the "land 1aw" dissolved from the consciousness of the
Japenese community. It was not .th?t the lav was gh?nged, ?ut
rather +thet the children becaue citizens of sge, citizens with
rights to be like anvone else, first here, th?n there, then at én
gccelersted rate throughout the valley, antil most oflthe fami-
lies were to farm the land again. liany nisei became good fermers,
menr bhegen o take active pert in the ccoperatives, meny begen

alan ol

to go into the ehipping basiness, some for private shigperg,
others working for the cooperatives, Twenty years after the
enﬁctzent of tho. alien lard law, ao cne paid any attentica to it,
ileast of all the white Americans, Tor seeing tie orderly rows oi
crops +hat filled  the valley, the vegetables and beryies that
were so plentiful, ths trousands Prau: she towns and sigles who
+ 3 N - - - =r  irees Ty e
found emnloyment as hervesiers 1N the guwmmer, tney ikuew where the
rosserity of the valley ley.
P_J.L‘S;.'Cra_td of the ¥ : - "k g ; :
is we grew older along with tue Gying 91 +as "lend Lex®, our
3 sl 3 e : car e ey e
consciousness as "Japanese", a racial entity, grew less and 1&,:.
As most Japanece familles, We wWare intanasly Mi.eighbor ccaseious”.
There is & Japanese saying YThe neigabor feXt GOOT-—mOTY fen the
brother far away"--msaning that the men next door is fuch MOTC
) ‘ : g stk % k] y y
important than a3y kir who moy be for awry. IS ylgh- scer a
strange philosophy to =a pecple To whom fomily is so lgpo;ucnt,
vot wten‘ corsidersd thoughtfully, it is but a menifestation of
the intense socisl consciousnese ¢f the Japmaces. {
Vihgtever the principles may be, we were always c+ose ﬁo our
Arericen i me fipst of the vegetables would go to our
P50 g B 4 S0 2 -3 5
peigibors, turn would e o b 0 IR |
hu-ting trips end trout from their [ishing trips. At Uhrisiiuas,
s oot Sant The children would

bring their venison from thelir

+e Claus would vigi h houses. 1
ths sane Sante Liaus worle wisit both houses

=

e
= T yHans TECIiNES.
Egg hunting together. tiothier would exchange eCLpEs

R ate
iz §;§:§§ra5 we grev older, there was less ghd %ess conscifusnsii
of race, Dprogressing tcgathar'wg_ri e'?ed ?rlg?dsi,??duf???uun
clubs end Boy Scout troops, and Hl-=I, through the *U¢Lodbflﬂ of
l sufferinz Julius Caesar together, we pecame
ancse or "hokujin". DBecauce of in-

teachers, no one felt Yout" of any

3 5§ 3
L S ES
learning algebra
+han 739

personzlities, rather iaan «
telligent and i
class room discus

10

Tue sociai life of our parents, however, was to have a differ-
ent direction. In spite of the neighborly friendliness with ev-
eryone, still the difference in the backgrounds and the barrier
of the English language haltingly used kept them from being
wholly satisfied. They wanted their friends, especially those
from thé seme "ken", or province from which they came, so that
they could tall: of their boyhood, of the rivers and villages that
they hed known together in their youth.

When two old men get together, their provincial dialects would
come forth, so that an understanding listener could tell imme-
didtely from which province these ien had come. Thus Were born
the "Kenjin Kei's"™ (Provinecizl Clubs) so maligned in the Americen
prcss. &8 somt mystirious-power to centrol the mombors iz a poli-
tical--way--which in reglity were semi-formal groups of people
from the same loecalitv, whose bonds were cofmon childhood. It
could well be imegined that lew Yorker meeting arother Mew Yorker
on the other side of the Atlantie would have & great deel to talk
cbout in conmmon.

"MIHONJI N KAL"

he unique institution of the first gencration Japanese, how-

cver, Was the Jepanesc Associction. It was founded whercver

Jepancse werce found in numbocrs. Historically it wes firss
founded din San Frcoreisco in 1900 whon during an outbrezk of Bu-
bonic Plegue, «ll Orientzls, both men ond women, were subjected
to. o wviolent form of injection in publiec, and the Jopanese s a
group protestcd to tho municipal health officers cgcinst the
speeticcs. This' is not to scy that the Japcaese Associitions
stem from +this occasion, but thke ineident serves to illustrate
the generel chcracteristics and the raison d'etre of the organi-
zotion. Fundemeatelly it is not a soeiol organization. Rather
it =zets &s .2 clezring house for the problems that arise to any
racial minority, especiclly with a. langucge hendiecp.

A listof the cetivities of the Jmpcaese Association of  Auburn,
iashington during the last scveral years would be illumincting es
to its charceter. When in 1940, the new income tox laws went in-
to effect, bringing into the fold of income tex payers-maay Jap-
anese fermers who had never had an income large enough to be fa-
miliar with income tax forms, to whom the terms Capitzl i.vest-
ment, depreeiation, non-exemption, wers Gifficult, it was the
Japanese Association which took the dinitistiwe 42 ULringing to-
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gether meny fermers and with’ the ald of the nisei from the Jopan-

ese American Citizens League explalned to them the working of the
:gomplicated tax forms. When the nisei soldiers began to he draf-
ted _into the army, it was the Jayaﬁese Association which spon-
_sored banguets and gifts for the departing scldiers as is appro-
prlaté to the occasion. ; -

Another activity is the sponsoring of tnp New Tearts Day meet-
ings, to which all the residents of the- district came t6 exchange
greetings, abolishing sensibly the old cuutxm of* "Nenshi®; of go-
ins from ons, house to another until bv the time the Pourth house
is recached, oneis necessarlly intexicated roﬁthaobllaat@m—ruph.

The Japanese Acsociations of the Pacific Horthwest were in-
strumcntal Ain koldirg = serles of anhual con;erences for the ni-
sei farmers, securing for the lcctures and digcussions gpeciszl-
ists. from the State Department of foriculture and from the State
College of ‘daghington. The delegates were asied to brihg back to
theiy res*ective districts notes and suggestions to be reported
to the 1loczl association meeting. Dearest <tc the heart of the
yo4npstsr- Was uhr annual *"“an,he fieniec, looked forward to as
an wstitution of many decades' staﬂclnb.‘ (Une can’ see from the
fore Lulug activities thet the Jepznese A é¢sociaticas hes ity clos-
est counterpart in the Chanber of Comserce of the American :civie
life. Graduzslly of late, its powers anG pecessity for its exis-
tence :hafe been waning, to be replaced by the Tounger people'’s
Zroups. i : dres o2 o

In pessing, it rust be said thet it was the existence of the
Association with 1its group entity, with its pondérous threat of
group dlsapﬁrov al which was largely responsible for-the low erime
record of the voung Japanese irmigrants in their younger days.

THE NISEl ~ WORLD

ike the Jepanece Assceigtions, the Japanese lansuage school
[1 was @ aistinetly issei-spounsored institution. ‘there &re &
lej veriety of reasons for thelr estabiishment in jAmerica. First
thut nost Tirst generation Japanese feel in
To huany n¢1entu, the thought that their
to read or write in the language of

Ccupled too with the meagerness
of American literatur=s on Ori ental matters, with the richness of
the . heritage of culture that could be cpened with this key of

language, it is little surprising that parents insisted upon the

fhere is the yride
their Orientzl culture.
chiléren sunould be unable
their - pavents was unthinikable.

children learning to read and write the Chinese characters.

Secondly, there was the vocationsl congiderstion. As the ni-
sel grew up, more and more it was reslized that position in Amer-
ican firms were closed to them, and that the only firms which
woulid employ +the secoand generstion Japsnese were the Japanege
firms or American firms doing husiness with the Japanese, and that
they were employed on the basis of their knowledge of the Japan-
ese language. Conscquently, there was a tremendous interest in
the studvy of the Japanese language when it was Telt that the sue-
cess in life ssemed to depond on whether or not the second gener-
ation ecould read and write in the lapgusge of taeir:.parents. It
ig to bes seen that the difficulties were tremendous, and the re-
sults achieved fall far short of expectations.

There is another world in which we lived, the nisel world.
T:is, toc, was a world full of groups and institutions. The first
group for the young people was the Japansese Young Feopla's Socie-
tf,' an =all-inclusive group for tne young people in their teens.
It kad been sponsored by the Japanese .gscciation to educate us
socially, not in the sense of mingling together, but rather as a
medium through which we would begzin to feel our responsibility as
youag men and women. That wes the ideal conceived by the elders.
The merbers'! ideals were guite differeat. /¢ haé as cur leader a
liberal irntelligent ?cuzg man who was nisei, snd we had the pri-
vilege of 1listening to him tell'about the structure of Japazese
language, sbout the histor" of Oriental culture; we learned to
work tcgetﬁcr with the zirls in prepering for parties and ban=
juets.

Cn rare occasians we went
to +theaters together. Ve did
not quite reach the stage of
dancing wuntil "severzl years
later. However, games sucn as
drop-the-hardikerchief, winkum,
hot potate, were Pbrilling e-
nough. ©Several times the Jap-
anese Assocciation  received
D*otests from outreged pecole
who had heard terrible stories
of bauavzor, claiming  thkis
ereation of the Association to
be a moral disgrace to the Au-
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burn commnity. 2 3 :

Many demsnds vwere néade that the group be divided into giris'
end boys' groups, and thet they meet separatelyasis DTCper. HOW
ever, our leader stuckit cut, and Japenese Young Feople's Society
survived its first trial by rumor

NISEI GROUPS FLOURISH

—\ s the nisel grew more numerous, more

/l‘be formed. First the Christian ; oudg peop

H\known. as the Auburn Christizn FéllFWSﬂlﬂ

aily composed of the children of ths few Crr;r i :

the district. Then the Buddhist younz people were organized into
the YA end the YWBA. There wns & girls' club orzenized known
ag ths Liocaess Club, why so named, I nsver Zound cus.

There were, in L.dth’rfmq, meny athletic teams, basebsll in the
spring, basketbell in the winter, syoasered %y ths Young People's
Society. At one time there were fivs %eass in exisjesce in our
cormmunity. The teams would pley on tie Bigh school grovnda or in
tie high scheol gym. Similar teemc wers orgenized im the commici-
ties throughout the valley, and of course ip Seattle, waere there

many ‘teams with beery traditiors deting back more than &vo
In aédition there were Judo groups, and kendo ZIDGEDS.
most importent group however, was the JAlL, or the Japen~
ican Citizen's Lesgue, & groun 2op the nisel of %8 vt
vice matiers of iatewest to tie nisel, with
somethirg of the cherecter of tRe Jupanuse Association, Sut Amer—
ican in. ide The Japanece EZmeriecan Citizen's Iesgue was na-
ticnal in o3 and > bienni eonventions held in the typicel
present, sight-see-
ing tours, sayoners valls in

Such then were the three worlds in which we lived ne world

of tte Amerieca of :':v:'r;.'r‘a_f, vith no differentiatio m hc Cau
ng‘Acuns, the w he nisei

Igpan&ea. correctly integrat: ife | healthy
TS balancing end coordirating of the
three v'r*ag. Gr:du_il’, of course, the power and the ;hlluppcm

of the last-named is weniag. %0 many-'nisei who heve founded i
depeJuent nomes, tae inTiuence of the issei worléd is almost non-
existent., Tor them the problen is the proper belencing of the
world of their nisei fricunds, end thoe world of fmerigan in gsner-

al in their proper perspoctive,

It must be admitted, of cturse that the division of the social
world into nisei, issei, and American classification is purely
academic.- Who is to say whether going to play with a nisei team
in a competition with a local commercial team is a nisei or an
American activity? Esach activity ™ may not fall into the correct
category, but they do show the gensral claractdér of our overlap—
ping worlds. It may be illuminating to show the activity of ‘a
person ' _for a given week to see how a nisei may divide hlS time
among the different worlds in which he lives.

INTEGRATION - OF - LIFE ,
lived on & farm at the edge of a smell town of a population
"of 4,000. " Deytime ectivities, of ‘course, were wholly de-
voted to the farm work. In the free time in the evening,. let
us see how this perbon who was myself, spent his time. Let us
begin with Yondey:- Mondey wias the night on which the local ca-
mera c¢lub met, of which T was e member. " This mey be called a
purely American’ activity, 'at least as far as the group and at-
mosphere went. This group met at various members homes, and the
wise cracks, the refreshments, the topics of conversation were
whol 1y Americen. Tueqda" nighss were Judo nlghts. Cne might
say that these were whelly aisei-issei nights, one's compaznions
were wholly nisei, but the activity taught was the ancient cour—
tesies and skills of Kodokwen.

Wednesday night ' wes choir practice. This might be czlled a
whollys  American night. The choir was that of the hethodlst'
Church, and "I was accepted into this group es o useful if not a
thoroughly™ reliable bass., Thursday night whs Judo night again.
Friday mey be a 4-H club'meeting, This might be cslled en ano-
mrlous nisei-Aterican world. The group was wholly  composed of
the Joponose boys. The 4-H club of Auburn, the ideology, end mec-
ter1u¢~ furnished from the county zgent's office were nothing if
not ~Americen: the 4-H creeds, the meterials on how to construct
a cold freme, how'to mix fertiliZers, how to keep o fsrm record.

Seturday might be free, and one might go tc the public librrry
to browse cround gnd te lk with others who hove come for the same’
purpose, Or one might go to a basketbell geme towaich the leea 1
teem play agninst énother. In this case it would bes purely nisei
night. On Sundey evening one alwsys spent « wholly nisei night,
mecting with othsr nisei in thc group which mst in the Salvation
Army Hell, e group of about 20, Other nisei might go bowling,
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for which there were good facilitiesin our town, the nisei formed

teams which -competed against the commercial and fraternal teams
of the town. =

Sometimbs a traveling Jepanese film showman would come. Those
nights would be wholly  Japanese. Girls might go to learn Japan-
ese flower arrangement from a teacher who made a trip out to the
eountry once a week. This, too, would be a wholly Japanese even-
ing. :
One can see: the variety and the richness of 2 life possible to
a nisei, .and one can realize that living in a world of a racial
minority could be an actuel asset, and not a liability. As this
minute eccount of a -week is.given, one can see that there is
nothing that cannot be understood sbout the life of a nisei
if one but takes the trouble to imcgine how such a life would be.

How in closing-to teuch briefly upoa the social zspects of the
life in these relecation camps.  Life witiin these camps is not-
in any sense a black hole of frustration as many might think, nor
on the other hand, a light-hearted round of denraved idle plea-
sures as some congressmen seem to think. There is food enough to
sustain life descently; if--.one is ambitious one can learn many
skills, learn the ZEaglish language if onc be geficient in it;
there 1s work enough for everyone, ané to meany college trained
individuals, +this is’ often  the Iirs! opportunity to exercise
their knowledge actively in the community's behalf.

The evils lie in something more subtle then physical priva-
tions. It lies more in that. something essential is missing from
our lives. MNo matter how insulatod a person was psychologically,
yet he walked the st¥eets or the roads of the eountry side and
saw other humen beings. Here thc cutting off of sclf is compleic.
The barbed wire with its watch tower is areal and actual demarca-
tion line between two real worlds. It cuts into the efforts to-
werd real integration. of 1life for which the nisei has been so
bungry, the successful balapeing:.of our lives of all the elements
of the three worlds of which he is a part.

' The primary problem is that of keeping alive in the residents
the sense that they are & part of the national sffort. The most
devastating effect upon a human'sou;'is not hatred but being con-
sidered not, humen.- The oﬁly_ﬁrua solution to the problem of the
nisei 1lies in solving the problem, not humanely, but in a human
manner, of restoring the sense of oneness with the world at.l;n;.

: . —--Shuji Kimmra




i t seems now that the war came with g dramatic -suddenness laté";
- or a S"“day mornlhu, as dramatlc and suadcq as if it were an,
Lf arthquake  or a tidal wave. We feel a helplessness agalnst

‘wars, somethisip akin%o the, hﬂlﬂlasspesu +hﬂt we feel toward those.
..-natural disasters,. Wér,'howeve~, is man-mede. Its bezinning m&y-
_be. suddga - but it is -z . long time in building. The siow growth
~and - the ever -closer 1mm1ﬁence of this Wer was experienced more
d;rectly ant] aeeplj in the months before its coming by the Jopa-
Joeése on ths gcific: Coagt’ tign by any otﬂpr group in the United
‘Bvates yet paﬁauoxfcdlly eqough, we hoped and believed in 1ts
1nnoa51b111ty more than -any other ETroup, =

I suppose that no one-can say when the first stey torard'tﬁf;
war was taken. Some might say .that it was the beginning of" -the

Manchuriar incident; others, the 1924 Exclusion Lew,.or the Ver- . .

saille Treaty, or the FJSSb—TaJQHEL@ dar, or the Sino Jzpaness
War--one might pl”k any train- of eveqrs-and trace its course to
today. It is f£m tlvus, however, to trace. the cause of an event
toc 2 previous ey ELt for such a process is eniléus. I think that
it would be mors to th point’ to -talk about the. Deople themselves,

-the clash of %heir ideas and ideals, how tXe people feel about
things. 8o I went to te 21k, not of tracing of events, but of our

O

feelings and our hopea, hov thig perticular person lived through

. ward the end of the dacads, that we nisei
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the coming of the war ond 'in its opening, leaving the brosd view
of events and historical ulgnl;lﬂance tutﬂP Gistorians, telling
the story from the rather limited v ewpoint of a rural nisei in
the State of Vashington who wes one of the thousands of nisei who
Teared, noped against Yer, who felt the ‘shock of the war, and who
was one of the 100,000 who took part in the "Evacuation" that
followed. 1

For most niseis, I believe that the opening of hestilities be-
gins “back in 1931 with the Mukden incident. It was then that
many a nisei going to school began to feel assailed over the mil-
itary actions of an Oriental nation across the FPacitic Ocean, as-
sailed and made to feel somshow resporsible for the whole affair,
elthough most of us were as puzzled and at loss o explain these
things to ourselves, let =2loile to hostile Americans wpo had their
dander up against the reprehengible Japanese in- general, Tus ni-
sei took several attitudes upon feeling the rising tensien. sgainst
them. Ibhst of us tock the attitude that this was Lme rica,.that
we~ were JImePicens, and that all this wes none’ ef our dullg,
uon't blame us for what our cousins are doing over there. It was
e logical attitude perhavs, certainly it wes typically American,

put somswhat lazy. 4 Tew withdrew inte themselves, asd & prassed
chbinions whatscever. And tlcrs were a few, praiseworthy, but
In number, w begen’ to ad wnd searcih for the true perspec-
tive of savents and cul a8 Lq zn "tuulyu to understand the de-
velorments in the Crient erc were a few whdé bséame violently
an%i-i&;anssu {anti- erLullat Japcnésoe, thet is to soy), join-
ing tThe comminist ‘::‘g ond decrying the ections of the Jopanese
mili t;rv, Taw £ -the Yintelligentsic™, teking suehr an oifitude;
otJ~“ aking th pposite tack, becawe morossly race-consclous,
thougﬁ tlie opinion ind channels of ex-
pression in the nisei
ericans, the con-
world. 1Sieh § 7 > events ser to home;

scious world. Luch
the Lindbergh case, schools,
be foothall iteams,
Then in 1937, came the China;
some. time later the sinling o he "Panay™, tna eve ﬁeapcnidg
fge animositics of the two netio: but it seems *L?t sehow to-

Tes

towerd +the ever ereasin
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the shock of events in the Crient as a personal injury against
our peaceable lives in Amnerica as we had felt earlier at the time
of ?hs lanchurisn incident. The belligerence of our Japanese
gOHSLAS_ were beginning ?o be borae with aceriain resignation to
o e gton foe b T e RAo TR

- | v 2 walen we lad used 1o go swinming would
refuse us admittance, saying, "We don't mind you, but otner peo-
ple don't like Yo have you arouad". A popular skatinz pinlk w;uld
have a certain night only for the Japanese. lie begéﬁ t¢ novice
that our younger brothers and sisters were more cliquisi among
themselves at school then we hed besen. In the economic life, our
Yives went on at a steadily expaaGing rate.

In the fall of 1939 the Eurcnean lar began. The Deaft Law
éame into effect in 1540, and here and tuere nisei boys began to
be drafted into the army. We svill felt quite secure: a few months
of ‘training, and they \Dili ecms Besit. Then in the gpring of
1941, ail cur parents who were allens Wero asied to ragister et
the post office to be number and fia;erprinted, 204 asged to
t?¢l about ‘invcstyen?s and reedinz metters Witk She etsaeyip-~
tion and fingerprinting, the iIree ana zasy smerica tasd we Bsad
Imown Dassed away forever. Then one day in July, we found that
gli - the checks written by Japanese bounced buci. The eameraia
treaty between Japan and the United States b
and the nisei had to bring their birth esrtifi o8 $a ike bank
to prove +that they were citizens &sa€ W heve their adeagais us-
frozen. The Jepanese ships suddenly ceased coming to tiae racifie
Joast ports. Communicutioms beeeme tsnuous. Tisn throusghout the
sommer, the Awerican State Uepartment began to urge Ame;icans to
leev= the COCrient, "Iis is tke last chence--", "H“F“in at your
own risk™--. Iany nisei who had gone to study in the Crient be-
zan to return again, each bringing back stories of food ratioaning
in Japen, of fusl ratiorning, of "sufu" clothing thet melted in
the first washing, - of the 50 yen shoes, of the taxis of Tokyo
ccasting toc a stopr to save gasoline, of the charcoal-burning
trucks. MHearing these tories, we did not dresm the possibili-
ty of war. There was _tulk at that time of besing tine Upited States
Navv in Singapore, and a = e United States kert a block-
ade of strategic materisls w : that a war coulé not ztart,
Will the war start todajy f not. «ill the war start to-
morrow? No, not likely. The <fubture was a series of tomorrows.

We pinned our hope on faith thab somehow tThings will muddle

through, as. it had done in the past. v
There was something in the dir es the diplomatic ne; DtlnthﬂS
went on in Veshington in the November of 1941.: -During the Thanks-
giving holidays the Jopenese Young People's Christian Conference

wrs held in Seattle. At the officers' meetinz a suggestion was

made that we send a telegram to Washington of our hopes .and pray-
ers of the conference that their conversations might lead %o a
peaceful ccaclusion. The gesture now  seems 8O ineffectual and
naive, but the incident reminds us how futilely we hoped against
hope thet the war might be averted, and how deeply concerned were
the young people those sunny sutumn days.

A SACK OF  RICE ; _

1 & the first . week of December rumors begen to go around thet
i now since all shipping commerce wes stopped, between Japan
end the United Stetes, the Japancse consulate office in Seet~
tle was going to be closed. My mother reczlled thot when sister
wes born, her birth heod been reported.to the villege in Japan
from which fether end mother-had come, and in which the grand-

parents still lived. Of late, there hed been a strong demand
srong- the American citizens, botr J:panese and Caucasians, “that
such dual citizenship should not be continued for it placed the
child in a position of being a citizen of two countries. Ie¢ring
ttat the consulate might close its doors in the near future, mo-
ther decided to cancel the registration in Japan of my sigter's
birth immedistely. On Friday of the first weex in Decenber, we
rent on our Tarm truclk to Sesttle, found our way to the big of-
fice building downtown and took tlie elevator tpo the office. Ve
opened the dcor with the chrysanthemum seal of Japan, and entered
the gloomy office. It was a gloomy place that day, gloomy not
only from the gray clouds over Elliot Eay, but from the gloom of

the gloom of men with nothing to do but sit and smoke.
Wi hat is your business?’, the chief clers esled. It was a
typical consulate receptioa, for somenow tle clerks and office
staff of the consulate sesmed to think themselves superior to the
rest of the immigrant residents in anerica, and they comnmniceted
this ettitude even in their forlorn dejection. The consul hime
self was a sensible and courteous men, but the sad staff seemed
to be an office fixture, even with the coming of the charming and

eble Consul Sato. After finishing our business, we went out of .

silence,
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building  quickly, breathing a sigh of relief at having disposed
of something hanging over our heads, and escaping from a gloomy
place. ;

Though we did not know it then, it was the "last chance". Two
days later was Sunday, December 7. Sister and I came home from
the churen, and I made a bee-line for the radio. Church would
always make us late for the first numbers of the New York Phil-
harmonic, but I always looked forward to Deems Tayvlor. The fami-
liar Sunday afternoon music filied the kitchen, when strangely
all of a sudden a voice cut into the music to say, "All members
of Squadron 3 raport to Sand Point immedistely--all members of
the Squadron 3 report to Sand Point immediately---" repeating
several more times. Sand Point was the naval air station. N@
heart skipped a be but the returning fliood of msic drowned
out my thoughts, -although a vague apprehension remained. Few
minutes later again the music fadeG, end a voice cut in to saye
"Bulletin: ijord has been received that the unidentified black
ships that have bombed the United States Naval Base at Pearl Har-
bor are believed to be of Jepanese origin. . Columbia will issue
further bulletins as news of furtier developments are received."

. As the yoice stopped, the music of ths symphony came on again. I
looked out of the window at *he sunlit pesturs. I could hecr my
mother - at the sink getting ready the Sundey dinner. Father was
oblivious to everything but the nowspaper. I sab and listened to
the uusiec 7for a little while. Theu I said slowly, "Jaopan has
coule to boub Howeii. Locks like the war hes sterted.® 1¥ mother
turned white. Fataer pul dowi: his paper. ML guess Jepan has be-
come despercte and struck.” ;

When tae syuphony was finished, my father szid to me, “Shuji,
when wer comes, we 4o not know whot Will hapyen; but =s long es
we nave Tood, we ezn get along for some time, I think that you
had Detter go buy anotlsr szaek of rice, riilt now." It seemed
preposterous to we, bul somehow his serious Tacc made he 'say MAT1
right." I took the truck out of the bara znd went to Frank laye-
de's gas stotion ond grocery down the road. He wcs recding the

Sundcy peoper cnd his rudio weas turaed off. I told nim about the
vombing of recrl Herbor. e did not talk much. I =siked for the
sack of rice, and didn't buy anything else, so full wos my mind

~i4n  +upmoil. How right waes my faother's instinct _from.his peas-
ant boyhood for +the primery considzration for food in a c?isis
was brought out 6 hours later when the "Trading with the dnemy

Sy
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Let" was proclaimed, prhhibiting all transactions with enemy
aliens. He was vright. Ehere was a fundaweatal security in a
sack of rice. ! 5

ON BORROWED TIM{
{] et me say that the situation in my family was peculiar in
[ that I, the nisei member was technically classified csan
L_:lenemy alien in that I hed been born in Japan, although L had
been raised in this country. Immedizctely efter the war started,
the birth certificate as = procf of ‘American citizensaip had to
be  cerried cbout by the nisei as a pass to the most common acti-
vity: getting a ride on a2 btus, "Here's my birth ceortificate; I'm
a citizen®, buying gasoline: "Here's my birth certificate: I'm a
citizen;" cashing a check: "EHere's my birth certificate; ;I'm a
citizen." I, of course, did not possess this magic paper, so that
the best that I could do was walk instead of drive, and not buy
aaytioing.
That evening our nisei Christian Fellowship's Sunday night
ting was held as usual in the Selvation Army Hell. We all sat
tozether thet nignt. "I felt so funny--the pecple oo the
stared at me so thie afternoon." said a giril,
zo to school tomorrow™ szid & high school

"T wonder what's gzeing to happen to us?"

Tis were so seccred--but the boye laughed =t us whan we looked
so scared."

8o +the conversction went. I Telt rother pigued thet these
nigsei who werc citizsns should in cny way feel cshened of thom-
selvos now thet the wor had sterted. I pointed out to the voys
and girls gathered about the circle thot they hed nothing to be
ashemed =about in~ ftheir being Jopanese. The future, of coursc,
was ‘unpredictebls, but no one cver imew the future any way. We
kKnow, however, that somehow woys were opencd no mattor whet we
lost, and that we could elweys live on; thut war changos notiing,
thet wright 'still remeins yight, only more so; thct wrong still
remning wrong, only mo ¢:50; that our true friends remein friends
no mctter whet hoppens; that the only wey in which we could keep
on treeting others and being treated is that we cet gincercly. I
believed those things then. I still believe them now. ©S%ill i3
kndow how those youngsters felt, how full of trepidatioas they
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to weed--we felt as if they were an inexorable process of life
which  we ecould not chenge. As we worked in. our fields, a man
came in and talked to us. "I hear that the government 1is going
to take 2ll1 you Japs away from here and send you to the sugar
beet country. Yes, sir, that's what I heard at the Rail."™ Zeaaand

"Oh Yeah?", I said, and would pay no aitention to him. Beer
parlor talk. _ ‘ e e e

Then one day an item appeared in our local paper. about - the
Farm Security Administration aorronging to rent a2 large office
space in our town. OCur valley was a rich walley, and there was
1ittle need for large scale efforts of the FSi for the farmers
here. I thought it strange, and I asked the maneging editor of
the local paper, Who was my friend, why the government sgency was
setting up such a large office here. Eis answer was evasive, and
he quickly chonged the subject. A suspicion crcssed my mind,
that it might mean something. I said nothirg about it to my pa-
rents, but the thing kept worrying me in the back of the head.

Tha next event in the conseiousness of the hectie days of the
spring of 1941 was the series of the Tolan Committee hearings at
Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle. This was another straw
in the  wind, and the wind wns decidely stronger. We had heard
that the Tolan Committes was going to conduct hearings on the
questions of whether or not to evocuate the.Japanese aliens from
the Pacific (Coast, and we hoped that we could have a chance to
express our wish to stay and to add to the agricultural produc-
tion of +this area. HoOwever, when the nisei who had gone to the'
hearings came back, they nad a different story entirely. Wile
went with the idsa thnt we might fight to prevent the svacuation
of .the old folks," they said, "but the question seems to be not
whether or not the aliens should be moved. It's thie guestion of
whetber or not all Japanese, aliens and eitizens 2like should be
moved!" I had a funny feeling in the pit of the stomach.

PROCLAMATION NO. 5

nen +the newspapers began to publicize these hearings, how-

gver, we doubted again. The facts presented smacked 8O much
. of the old anti-Japaness propaganda: . the low living stand-
«rds, the spies, the saboteurs, the strategic-lying farms noar
aireraft plants, near naval bases, and all the 0ld hoeum which we
knew were false or mecningless, that we thought it cnother publi=-
city stunt. Why should anyone wnnt to move us out of here? e
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were producing fer more than anyone else--we knew the langd--we
knew the brops——it would be foolish for the country--and who
could teke over? Where would they build houses to put us? What
of our equipment and crops? They wouldn't confisecate it, would
they? 411 +these questicns added up to the "impossiblenm, "ihy
didn't those city papers lay off the cheap sensationalism?n I
thought contemptuously. Locking back now I realize how superfi-
cial had been my attitude toward the Americans in general, ond
convercsely Low essentially superficial the attitude of the Am-
ericans is toward the Jepanese also.

Essentially my - viewpoint was thet of the rural or small town
misei all of whose American friends spoxe to him by first name,
whose houses were open to him, whose parents knew him, and among
whom there was no fear. Do those Americans whem he knew so in-
timately want him evacuated awey from this valley into the hin-
terlénds of the Idzho beet fields? No, not one. Therefors the
pecple vwhe were clamoring for his removnl were fcolisk znd igaor-
ant people to whom one need not pay mny cttention. What I knew,
but did not really understond in my reart, vas the foet thet for
aach American who knew the nissi wall, there were 10,000 @ty knew
him only as z member of an Orisntal race who lived in dilﬁpidated
houses, raised vegetcbles at o feorsome rate, or who scld ®ruit
and vegetables, or who lived in the more squalid sectiens of the
tovn and cities and engnged in unknown activitics ond custoss.

! .Then there was the military mind tc whom wer was the supramne
activity of mankind, while to most of us, war is catastrophy to
bz avoided and fought--the military mind to whom a vegetable
ranch next to an aireraft factory was a supreme opportunity for
sabotage—-while to most of wus an eireraft factory mext to our
farms is a noisy annoyance ard an encrcachment on our screage.
Then there were the thousands more of amerieans who had.never
even seen any Japanese, and whosé only source of_;n?ormation or
opinion were the radic or the newspeper, both eager to be the
"fustest with the mostest", If it is true that it is knowledge
that brings strength, and that it is the unknown that brirgs fear,
it is not surprising that there was hysteria in those insecure
days. :
The period of doubiful rumor ended sharply however, when in
March, President Roosevelt by a prociametiocn gave to General De-~
Witt tks power to remove zll persons, non-citizens and citizens
alike as he saw fit from his area of Western Defense Command.

came out in the newspsper showing the arsas
to- be evacuated. =all theg heavy centers of populations vere in—
cluded. We wers included in there =11 right. Now what? Work
had been started. But it was really offieial this time. :
.Even with +tke officizl proclamation, however, we still clung
to the fthread of hope that nc definite period hod been set. Per-
haps we could stay till July =nd harvest the erop that we had al-
ready started at least. 1In April the county agent osked me %0
make a survey of the Jopeonese farms in our vicinity. The purpose
of the survey, he told me, was twofold: First to knmow the ex-
tent of Jaopcnese investment and aereage, and second, to aid the
new tenants in farming the land in the crops planted.. The suryey
took in the crops, the acreage planted or intended to be planted,
the ertilizers wused, the equipment on hand, and suggestions to
be used by the people taking over. "I was told to sssure the far—
mers that +the government would see to it that they received a
fair return for any labor expended on the crops, though just how
he -could not szy. So I went from farm to farm.

I:felt o pain in my heart as the farmers carefully listed the
pea poles on hand, the sacks of fertilizer, the hay for the horse,
the cultivator that they must sell or leave behind. There was a
gulf, I knew, betwsen the two viewpcints: the evzocuee's primarily
wan¥$ing to know what will become of my crops, what will become of
my‘pea poles and my borse?, while the viewpoint of the Americans
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were. primarily: "“Given these equipment and crops, how can we
continue +the process of growing these crops with these
gone?® The Japanese had led a highly s iali i peOple
¢ ghly specialized life in the
valley, so that almost all the shipping vegetalbles were produced
by the Japanese, and the dairymen and the berrygrowers smong th
white farmesrs had ne intersst in sengaging incgréuinngetfuuee
peas, cauliflower that. they had no experience in growving. In th;
hysterical fears aroused in the ecities and ii the official cir-
cles, there was the fear that the Japanese farmers would ceasé to
cars for their crops or that they would plow wnder thc Cropss. It
was -somewhat © disgusting to those vho hag sc cCﬁragaously'plowed
and planted in spite of freezing snd lack of credit. '
: At the time of the survey early in A@fii, ;yproximatclv 80% of
the people had as yet no arrungement to have their equip;snt and
crops turned . over to a receiving farmer.. Now ths Farm Security
Administrotion swung intc uction, ond ve 'vers azsksd to register
our. aereags and Oour erops and our equipment volues with the of-
fices. Tc the office would comc vhite formers and Pilipino far-
mers “to lodk over the farms. The FSA would set. as on intermedi-
ary in arranging. fair prices. - If the credit iovestigation of
the prospective buyer was. satisfuctory, an application for a ¥FSA
losn: would be sent to San Freneiscoe for approval, and the
buyer would be able¢ to pay for the farm aand its equipmsnt. Of
course pot &all the farmers mads such arrangements. FMany owned
their own farms. They 1leased to others. Others made Brivate
decls with neighbors to 'take over. The msjority of the cases
were tenant- farmers, Lowsver,  so thet mcaoy cutright sales were
mede through the FSi. There were trugic cases of pecple who were
buying their lund through the Federsl Lond Benk of Spokane who
were foreed to lose their laond through forfeiture because they
could notv moke crrangements to finish the payments.

Soon after the cpening of ths FS4 offices throughout the vale
lfy, the orders came that the people in the nortlhern part of the
King County wers to evacuate to Pinedele in Coliforric within two
weeks., Still many had not made arrongements. How the majority
of the pecple who evacuated first in the County disposed of their
affeirs 1is still a nystery to me, but thers were a few sbandoned
placss. I know of a féw greenhouscs abandoned, and in which there
are we:ds_growing. Y s
el Al SR s inf speeginad. Bguabold anals deguh A gpruces

gePL r saleM=-"Dining RHoon Furniture for salae®--—signs

appeared. in the windows, ads appeared in the newspapers, Mother
sold some €f the furditure through the farmer's Auction Pavillion.
®Have you scld youﬁ furniture yet?" was a common greeting. Cars
began to appear in the streets with "Evacuating--car for sals"
"Good tires" - paintgd on their wind shields. Naturally in a lim-
jted market with so much for sale at once, many things were sold
cheaply.. Furniture | for $5.00, refrigerator for $40.00 were ru-
mored. "Don't s=ll'at = loss,™ the government pleaded.

THE EXODUS

metropolits Iﬂpahesp were being evacuated esrlier thaon

ke
ii the rural Japanése. The people in Seattle were bejing moved

to Puyallup as;all this was going on. They would pass about ..
ten in the morning in front of our house, rumbling lines of huge.
chartered buses 1oaﬁed black with people, and waving asthey pass—
ed our house. Sometimes I would be working, but I would not want
to lock up. I wanted to hide from them--perhaps because while
they were being spnt away, I was yet free, or perhaps: beeause I
wanted to flee fpom the thought of being sent away like them.
Months  later I was]to understand the instant feeling of comrad-
ship that one evacuee feels for another. Going from Pinedsle to
the Tule . Lake Rejocation Center, our train passed by the Tur-
lock Reception Center.  The ehildren poured.from:their,barrhcks
to wave at us, and ®ll of us on the train waved back frantically.
Ls soon as the Puyallup Center was occupied, the people from
the surrounding volley went to see them. There cdme back Tumors "
of hoggard faces<-of lack of food--exaggerated, mo doubt--but
heoring these stories we would send focd to Puyallup—and prepar-
ing for cur own evdeuation we bought concentrates such as powder-
ed milk, raisinsy chesse, vijamin pi}ls. bquillon cubcs, choce-
lotes--all in anticipation of ‘starvation--and all of w??ch we?ea
were ieonecerned, absolutely unnecessarye "hat kin
as ‘far as W Wekc 5 N o ind of luggege is the best?
of clothing shall we take?", fhat kin =4 - e
They say you can'® take knives Or f£lashlights. - How much can ¥y

4 into the duffle bags? 411 these questions kept the women
gc ¥ &

folks busy and jumpinge 3

One afternoon ‘woe saw an army b
at a power line pole. e Tan out to scc.
matiom 40,211 porsons of Tapanese ancestiTy rg o
sy s ‘ ' :ree line-—-and SO ¢
ty north from the Picree County iy
ngaral John L. DeWitt, Western Defensc Command, the Pre

riack go b the hougc and stop
" There it wes: Frocla-
siding in King Coun-
n—and ending:
sidio,
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San Franclsco California. The inevitable had come. OQur farm
had still not been disposed of, and here was the notice to evacu-
ate in 14 days. We 1 4. dlfflculty because the farm was on an
estate with several other farms, and +the lawyer forthe estate
would not release the lessor from the lease. Finally we made ar-
rangements to sub-lease to the new tenant, being still responsi-

ble for -~the payment of the rent. There was still a tremendous -

amount of packing our goods for storage.. There were the Qiffi-
cult decisions of what to leave and whai to take. A week before
the date set for the’departure, all the families went to the’ high
school gym to register. Ths. ladies .registered us, gave "us a fa-
mily number, 16848, the number to Dbe written on all our baggage;
they gave us tags to put ‘on our baggaga end tags to put om our-
gselves with eur family number on it so that we would not got
lost. The doctor looked at our temperature and looked into’ our
threat, asked us if WB ‘had had our threc typkoid shots. Next we
went to the FSA desk and to0ld them about the srrangement that we
had made for the farm. "Have you any debt&?" . they agked. Next
to the Federal Reserve'desk. We asked if we could store some of
our things with the government, ane he said, "Haven't you friends
with whom you could store your thlngs? We witl not take respon-
sibility for the ' things ws take. However, if you do not have
friends with whom to store things, you may. bring"tnem to the
Western Producers® Exchange, and-we will toke it away.® It was
not very encouraging, and it hurt our pride to. ask them to do

something for us which they did not seem eager to do. Wé declded

to store all our things with our fricnds.

What to store, and what 1o throw away? An old collectlon of
hlgh school papers would come out of the attic. I ecould not bear
to burn it. Sisters did not want to throw away the rocks that

she had brought home from the beach; in the barn, old preserve

jars, 6ld harness, old kerosene lamps. It was a tremendous’ job
to even throw them away. The- junk man bought our papers and me-
tals. But still we had to burn big piles of things. I gave my
pictures to the camera club friends, the piano I put into the
church parlor, the washing machine and -dishes went into the base-
ment of one friemd, the books into the basement of another frieni.

Here and there, our boxes were scatiered all over the town. The
furniture we put into a barn of another evacuee. The beds and a
Tew cooking utensils we kept until the last day, and then put
them in the barn with the furniture and nai led the door. Now it

S

30
was noon, and we did the last Mimite mhores. Father fed the. horce
an extra gallon of barley. Then we loasded our truck with our
and a neighbor's luggage, and started for the train, o

TC A NEW WORLD 3 e

he 18 car +train was drawn up on the siding along the packing
Eijj house from which ws ussd +to ship our peas and lettuce, and

the place was full of pecople. There was a tremendous lineup
of trucks loaded with baggage. Along in the middle of the after-
noon, it began to rain. We wondered how everyone could get all
the baggage, duffle bags, and blankets into the two baggage cars
but it wos easily done. Many friends had come tc see us off. Me
sat in the red plush ssat of the coach. "How's chance of getting
a free trip with you?" ™"Tell us what they feed you." "Dontt
forget to write."

We didn't feel so bad about leaving with all the excitement of
leaving. But soon when six p.m. came and the train begaﬁ_ﬁo nove ,
and we saw old Mr. Ballard waving his hat at us, his coat collar
turped up against the rain, mother began to ery. I qpu;dpﬂt see
through my tears either. I saw the Main Straet,Crcssingf—there
were more people waving. The train began to go faster and the
berry rows, the rhubarb the lettuce fields, the pea fields began
to slip pust our wondow.like a panorama. My throat hurt, but I
couldn't take my eyes irom the famlllar fields and pasturus slip-
ping so gulckly away.

An hour latsr, toward sunset the sun came out agaln. We saw
it shining over the fuget Sound. The country was.no longer the
femiliar sceuss of our valley, and we &id not feel so bally. It
felt good to ralax and -elose . my eyes. I felt at‘Peace-as the
train rolled stealily southward., So ended the world I had known

i ovhood and a new world of the evacuee began for me.
since boyh v i e IR




31

I am a’citizen—-
Let no glander
Slur my status.

In the other war,

I stood with countless others
Side by sice

To fight the foe.

My arm wz=e just as strong

My blood fell

As bright as theirs

In the defense of a new world
More precious far .
Than any tie of land or race.

If in this holoesgust

It be decreed )

My loyalty be tested

By subuiission, i

Yihat ts the difference My reason may be tested——

If the end be same? ot my heart.

G, wnat is loyal®y
If it be something
That can bend

" With every wind? -

Steadfast I stand,
Staunchly I plant

. The Stars and Stripes
Before my barracks doar,
Crying defiance
Tc all wavering Lsarts.

--T am a citizen——
I can take
The bad with good.

-—Sada Murayama




THE
TULE LAKE 7
PROJECT

FROM  ASSEMBLY CENTER 7O KELOCATION  CENTEK
{T—he initial uprooting of the Jhpagese'on the Pacific Coast
from their homes, their busiresses, their frieads was accon-

LJ plished. swiftly and mercifuily. It was not until the people
bad poured info temporary assembly centers, hW“r'edl; set up by
the Armly, that they felt the deprivation and anguish of adjust-
ment to new 11v1ng conditions, ;The assembly centers were tempor-
ary eaffairs, consisting of” wood91 barracis crowded into a race
track or fair ground to ho;d on: the average, S50LO0 people. A
barbed-wire fence encircled tham ‘Gamn, and soldiscs paced back
end forth day end nizht. The narlacks lacked privaey and were
overcrowded. The public latrine was filthy. To eat, the evacu-
ees had to stand in line three times a day When the time came
after & few .ohths to move into the nore “polmﬁnen:" relocation
centers, many evacuees felt reluctant. They were required, how-
ever, to rack up their belengings for the second time and moved
on further inland; leaving buh;nd familisr scencs. They moved
into en unigue world, @&n 1ﬁprovemﬂnt to be sure, 'on the cssbmbly
centers, but not toa différent frow thu&. The rclocatlon cente
was now the home of the evacuces, T
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GENERAL LOCATION, PHYSICAL LAYCOUT
few miles south of the Oregun border, and miles away from the

A coast in a lonelj valley in California, a town of 15, 000

\sprang where none had been before. The va1133 was formerly a

ake bottom owned by the TFederal Bureau of Reclamation, and
drained during the last two decasdes, It was graduslly settled by
homesteaders, anﬂ.boasted a dreemy little town with a few stores,
cglled Tule lﬁke. The, only large tovn in the vieinity, hlamath
FleS, Oregon, wasg 35 mlles away north of Tule ILcke. The site for
the new town. of Nowell wos selected on a flat piece of ground
comprising 26,000 acres. Tule weeds covered the sandy ground,
but there were no trees to be seen anywhere. In-the summer it
was hot end dusty, although the temperature usually did not ex-
ceed 100 degrces. Winter arrived early, and the mercury usually
fell a little below zero. The region was dry, and it averaged
ten inches of rainfall annuzlly. To the south lay Abealone loun-
tein and to the west, the more picturcsque Costle Rocke. On. the,
other side of Castle Rock was the mountain where Ceptain Jack and
his bend of Modoe Indians had made their last stand for freedom.
On clear days, the white crest of Mount Shasta could be seen Tis-
ing in the blue sky.

That was an year go. The town proper is now a neat collec-
tion of wooden structures, =nd a person could traverse from one
end of the town to the other on foot in 15 or 20 minutes. By the
mein highvey stands the militery gucrdhouse, and next to it the
post-office, Then on +the right is the administration building
and the living quorters of the administrative personnel, consist-
ing entirely of Cnucesian workers. On the left &re the barracks
of the militery police, separated from the town by fences. Be-
yond the administrative querters are the base hospital ond the
werehouse section. Next to the hospital is the wide fire bzeha,

n which the high school is now being built. Then there is tho
"Colony" which house the 14,000 to 15,000 evccuses.

L Ty Hll there ere seven werds, ccch separated by & wide fire
bresk,. Each verd is corposcd of nine blocks: ‘The bloek“is the’
oLs1c u31t of thc Coloay. : }

In cach bleck there arc o loundry room, ironing room, men 2nd
vomeu s shower rooms, a recreation hall, and & mess nall. All of
these have to be shared by about‘ZSO peonle. There are also 14
barracks, all 20 by 100 feet in gize, divided into from 4 to 6
apartments. !
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Several hundred feet away from the outer barracks are barbed-
wire fences. Beyond this the evacuees can go only during the
daytime. Even then they cannot go beyond the Project Area, which
comprises 26,000 acres, -ineluding Castle Rock,- and the ﬁroiect
Farm, This area outside of the Colony provides room for hikes
and search for sage brush trunks end relics; these are developeé
into artistic crestions. Beyond thot, evacuees cannot go, =nd it
would do them no good to go, for the military police would soon
bring them back. It is in this setting that the evacuees must
nurse their grievances, work and find enjoyment in living.

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION
he administration of the Tule Lake Project is at present in
C[Ijthc hands of Harvey M. Coverley, project director. This im-
_| portant positidn. was held by Elmer Shirrell from the begin-
ning of the Project in May to Dotember, 1942: While the Project
Director i3 responsible to the regional offiece in San Francisco
and the head office in Washington, D.C., he is otherwise in com-
plete charge of the Project.

There are a large number of evacuees helping in the various
departmcnts, working as clsrks, secretaries, laborztory techni-
cians, doctors, and truck drivers. > '

One importent aspect of the organization is the high degree of
centralization of authority. Plans are formulated in Washington
. and administered locally. This arrangement gives some evacuces
cguse for irritation because they are unable to express their
individuality as they desired and they do not have much voice in
the government of the Project. The distribution of food, for in-
stance, is entirely in the hands of the administration, which
decides what the colonists should eat three times & day in the
mess hall. Trivate enterprise is prohibited, and the wage scale,
prectically uniform for everyone, is. fixed. The administretive
arrangement was one which makes it easy for the evacuees to turn
their dissatisfactions against the administration, which controls
their destiny. This is especially true of the older evacu-
ees; the issei, who have very few opportunities for coming in con-
tact with the administrative personnel. On the other hand, many
evacuees come to look to the WRA for help and even subsistence,
making themselves potential wards of the government. This change
is an acute one, when it is considered that most Japanese prior
to evacuation would have been ashsmed of accepting any sort of
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charity or aid from the ghvernment bgency.

Beeausz of the gulf that lay betwsen the administrabive per-
sonnel and the colonists, even in the living arrangement’, misun-
derstandings between them flourish. This was especially true
during the first six months when sverything was so unssttled. A
mimeographed newsshest was about the only means of cummunicat@on,
and it was not sufficient to allay the suspicions the colonists
L.ad toward the administrstion or to squelch the numbsrless’ rumors
which were circulated daily. Tue administrative personnel were
all not acquainted with the vways of the Japanese peonh% and friet-
ion aroas in almost every  department over minocr isguss. The
teachers probably cams 1O know the evacuses bes? througn their
dailv'con%act with their pupils. For the others it ¥equ1red pa-
tianée and sociasl-psychological insight &0 understand the feesl-
ings and the ways of the evacuses.

POPULATION _
—ine residents in the Tule Lake Project are evacuees from sev=-
[ erzl widely separated areas  on the Pacific Coast. The first
group to arrive was a voluntary group of 447 from_North Port-
lénd and Puyallup Assembly Canters; they arrived on May 20 The
rest of the first 1370 that arrived betwezn May 27 and Ju;e 4
were from scattersd regions in the states of Washlngton and Cré-
son. On June 6, 482 arrived fro flest Sacramentc ana Cla?ksburg.
Ehesa 2irst arrivals filled up Vard T, and gtar?ed community act-
ivities within the Culouy. Between June 16 aund 24, ?aopla from
in end around Sacramentc began to artive daily from Walerga As-
181 ter in wproups of about 500. .
5Uﬂ;éytiZLtpeoplabfru; the worthwest, the ways of Fhe incoming
Califoraians were 1in many ways stranze and “barparlous:f_‘T¥{iy
brought witi them their slang, their ‘?oct—suit ugys, thelr élo;
terbugging, their dark skin, For a while tﬁare was a clas I
sectional groups as they syed each other warlly, but eventga ié
they settled dowmn together peacefully. Thg Walergags.gum gz._
almost 5000 strong, and brought ths popgletlon gp toﬂ b4 %hu il
tween June 25 and 29, 2413 more Californlans arr1va§ ;romﬂ ruound
boga Assembly Center, corsisting of Qeoplé from in véngofzgll-
Marysville. Between July 4 and 13 Callforu}ans f?om‘tgevu_. éoln
ed ;white 7one"® area in and around Chico, MarySV}lle gnu gin o
grrived in groups totaling 1904. Tke tctglﬂ Pop?iat}iinc Th;
golony had risen to 10,942, most of them bsing CalifornlansSe.
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1a?t large group to come ‘in was from the Pinedale Assembly Cen-
tep, which housedveople from Washington and Oresen. kBeiwn;
July 16 and 24, 4,036 Northwesterners arrived. Smaller -(;u’DI::.
arrived from variocus other centers, and the psalk popui;tifz m;H
reacheéd on Septembor 10, when the crand total wac 15 2”67 &
nuiber cinee then hed diminished Eecause scme i i ?he
WOrK an@ resettiement. Thus on January 31, Ufmfkigeggii %Efﬁ o
ulation was 15,004; on March LR ﬁhe"pOpulatioﬁ';a; -15?-§ ?Gp—
April 30, the population was 14,141, ‘ o il

4 4 z o et y
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: 5, as i 1ppoSe. Fully two-thirds of the resi-
dents are American citizens, born and raised in the United Statas
%pst of the aliens are above 35 years of agé znd half of ths£ ar;
56 years old or over; many of them are too old to do much active
work. Most of the eitizens are below 3G, tke largest number be-
ing between the ages of 17 and 21. In geseral the citizens are
yéung y8t, one half being 8 ysars 6id or younger. A large mmber
ers 2aly beginning to learn fe fFiil responsible community jobs.
It should be remembered that there is =z large number of children
within the Colony, $0o. Roughly speaking, of the 15,000 svacu-
ees, 5000 are below the age of 18, 5000 are betwesn 18 and 35
(practically all of these are citizens), and 500 ars above 35
and rractically all aliens. Out of savery 15 of these, 7T.are fa-
meles. Consequently, even if all of the males betwsen the ages
of 18 and 35 were to- lsgve the Projeet for work, they would not
excesd 2600 or 2700. o g

The third generation, or sansei, is increasing with nisei
marriages. About 2000, or two-fifth of the nisei, above 18 are
married. - In the Project thers are more than 1600 sansei, half of
them born of issei father and nisei mother, and the other half of
nisci father and mother. The sansei can be expectad to have very
iittle trace of Japmnese culture, since generally +they will be
little influenced by issei. ' :

Besides 'the issei, nisei and sansei, the category of eviacuees
most frequently mentioned is the so-called kibei nisei, lifterally
"nisei who have returned to Awcerica®., They are made up of nisei
who have been sent back to Jopan when they were small, and re-
ceived their bzsic education over there. VWhen they return to 4 -
merica after spending five or six yecars or morc of their most im-
pressionistic years in another country, they find that they can=

o

net speak Fnglish, act and think differently from other misei,
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and consequently they are more like issei than nisei. Many kibei
nisei, however, go through high school and even college in this
country, and acquire American ways suificiently to be accepted by
nisei as one of them. Othsr nisei who received their basic edu-
cation in American schools here return to Japan for & short wvisit
or for several years of education, often to learn the Japanese
language whieh is so difficult to mester,

Nisel in Japan arve called "America hodoriﬂ Whieh, interesting-
ly enough, means "returned from America™, and is out of his ele-
ments in Japan. In all, 1less than one-fourth of the citizens
have ever seen Japan, and the number who have received tieir ba-
gic education over there is excsedingly small.

The population of Tule Iake is a conglomeration, not only of
issei, nisei, sansei, and kibei, of men, women, and children, but
glso 3neopls from the city, from the country, and from all walks
of 1ife. Too often the Japanese is pictured merely as a Gomestic
gervant. Actually only 15 per cent of the evacuees have been en-
gaged in the scrvice occupetion. Ten per cent of the evacuees
have been engaged in professional snd manageriel jobs, 13 per
cent in clerical and sales jobs, 40 per cent in agriculturs, 16
per-cent in semi-skilled work and 6 per cent in unskilled work.

The -proportion” of nisei who hove gradustced from high school
and college in the country is strikingly larger than the propor-
tion of the general population in the U.S. Consegueatly, a larze
aumber of nisei zre quelificd to £ill skilled, technicel and pro-

fessional jobs.

FOOD  SHELTER  AND CLOTHING ,
{—yne of the initial adjustments that the evacuses hed to make
' lupon  their arrival in Tule Laske conceraned the wethod of ais-
tribution of food. There is a mess hall in each block, cap-
. to acco.modete its residents, averagiag about 250 people.
Its erew, ineluding cooks and others, whose job is to teke care
of the food wants of the peopie, are usually selected from amuong
the block residents. Zveryone has to sat in the mess hall at the
appointed time, and eat whet is served them. The quentity and
quality of food is determined in the regional offics, and even
the daily menu is prepared there. At first 35 cents was allotted
per dGay per person for food but later it was raised to 45 ceats.
The food served is quite different from that which the people

were accustomed to eat, and until they were able to adjust them-~
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wide. While the others ara froa 20 to 25 feet wide, and house
from four to six persons. The only furniture in the bare room
are army cots and in some cases steel cots, Closets, tables, and
chairs had to be fashioned ouf of scrap lumber by the evacuees
themselves. Consequently, during June there were mad rushes for
serap lumber dumped at one end of the city. Construetion, how-
ever, ceased in June and scrap lumber became unavailable for the
late cOmeTrSe Colonists gained some valuable experience and skill
in furniture making.

The problem, however, was one of privacy. In most apartments
the bést that could bo_done Was to make sereens fo partition the
room since there wasn't enough lumber for partitions. Young
children made %00 much noise in the one-rocm apartment; visitors
were always dropping in. It was probably the most difficult for
the high school pupils trying to concentrat® on their homework.
For the young lovers and the newly-weds, lack of privacy was a
hardshipe. Fortunately most newly-wed couples were abple to move
into smaller apartments by themselves. A 3

Althcugh the mercury dropped below zero during the winter time,
it did not cause much hardship on the colonists, gince the walls
were lined with sheetrock and thers. was plenty of ecoal to feed
the huge army stove provided in each apartment.

Clothing did not present a great problem to the people. At
first many parsnts of large families were worried because their
children were wearing out clothes too fast, and they did not have
the means Of replacing them. This was solved, however, when the
WRA began to issus clothing sllowances monthly to each working
person, the lar_est amount of $3.75 going to adults. Very few
people dress up during the week, except ministers, teachers, and
a Tew office wWOTkKeIS. Many girls wore slacks, and the boys ran
about in jeans and cords and work shoes. Only to church, parties,
weddings and funerals did people wear their Sunday clothes. Bv-
eryday clothing needs could be satisfied in the cooperative store
vithin the Project, but many people made use of the mail order

_house to purchase elothes they desired.

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

o look after the welfare of its residents each block has an

gvacuee who 1is selected as the block manager by the admin%s-
tration. He is responsible for distributing the mail, making

announcemsnts, answering questions, receiving complaints, holding
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mee?ingq and elections. While he is the 1liaison officer of th
administration, he is, at the same +time, the hardyv man Tor the
block: ge wizlds congiderable influence .among his Vgléni wag'l ?
but OLUC§ maiagsers as a group has not developed politic;i iéuﬁre,
Sa*faAlbd selT-government - is left in the hands of nismiéré;rt
SeFtathbS,'selected one from each bloek. Tiiese represe;tati_eb-
celle a the City Couneil, (The City Courcil was ais=olvedﬁllﬁ'z f’
At Sie time of the publieation of this 5 P
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charter which vwas epprov=d bv ths pooni Bt ML
things, four representatives : Yect w:gal?;n;ﬂongﬁ Sl
irom each ward, thus
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elininating tho g 11z
wwing one councilian from each block.
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These four became responsible to the ward as the unit .composed. of
s6 many blocks as already described.

These political groups never wielded a great deal of power,

- and never aroused nuch interest on the part of political cliques.

Interest in the JACL was very weak, and in February JACL leaders
had Jjust begun to discuss plans for a Tule Ieke Charter. Their
plans were upset, however, when the registration issue arose.
Te Civil Liberties League, 2 nisel organization to fight for the
rights of the Citizens, made its appesrance recently. The kibei
hed no organizetion of their own, and organized themselves spon-
taneously =&t the time of the rogistratiocn. The other nisei, ex-
cept for a few councilmen, showed very little interest in politi-
cal sctivities.

In time of extreme emergency the pecple themselves usually
took up the issue, selecting their own negotiating committee to
gettls the matter. This happened at the time of the farm strike
in Avogust wWhen the farmers carried on their protest zgaiast the
existing food shortage. In October the mess halls carried ovan
their own negotiations for fairer treatment, and brought the is-
sue to a peaceful settlement. During the registration in Febru-
ary, both the Council and the rianning Board resigned,leaving
the matter of negotiations and choice of registering up to the
neople~ themselves. This lack of lecders end cheanels through
which to carry on negotistions left the peonle susceptible to
lecdership by rebble-rousers, whose judgments were not elways in
the " best interest of the pecple. DBeczuse of these factors, con-
ditions of mob-rule wes sometimes seen in times of emergency. At
no time, however, was it necessary to call ia the military police
beeruse all issucs were scttled pescefully. After all, the out-
bursts were 1like fomily quarrels, irritating, but without dise-
rupting the generel Tlow of cetivities within the Project.

ECONCOMIC ORCANIZATION
——conomic conditions within the IFsojeet preseats a novel situ-
Ez_ation for the svacuees. In the first place, the wage scale
jwas first set ct $12, 316 and $19 for unsiilled, skilled and
professionzl workers, resphectively. This was lster chenged so
that most people received $16, while a Tew -rof'essional workers,
such as doctors and teachers and evacuees in key positions, $19 a

month. The standard for work was set as 44-hour week as for any.
federal employee. '

T
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As a policy cf the 'Ra, all private enterprise was prohibited.
At first a commmity enterprise division was set up temmorarily
to rum canteens, barber shop, magazine stand, beauty sihcp, shoe
shop, radic shoo, end wateh shop. In Ueuember this was t ken
over by the Coorerztive Entervrises, £ cooperative crgenizstion
with over GQOO gvacuce members puying a menbershiy fee o $1
each., Over $100,000 wor?th of Pusiness is handled monthly by the
Ceooperative Eiterprisecs whichk 1s self-guppertinege. A1l of the
routine work 1s done by evacuees, wno are pald the Project wage
sezle. Pclicies of the Co-op are sct by a Boord of Directors of
14 sevacuees and cne represeantative cf tLE hdL;;iuur tive peérson-
nel, who are also allowed to become members. One issei and one
nissi di Jtt.r ere selected frem ench of the scven veré nssem-
bliES, which
nresentetives from each block.

The average mark-up ig about 12%; but efter sxpepcus are paid
the over-charge aunocunts to about bﬂ Tois mekes €he oost of zoods
to customels consideorsbly lcss then on the ovielde. Twis over-
charge is tc ve returhcd to the custoners ;c"'”iﬂg to the coount
of = patronage in sccordence to regular co-op princisie uCI}pSaﬂE
being wussd to record purchases, and their use L. bee

turna are mnde up of onc issei and ore nisei re-

LS W RS

-pulsory to increase tie amount of btazx-Trec iacome to

bited cs dividends.
“'“njzation within the b‘ug ¢l Tos neceas tets d
attitude of tac gegpﬁg. The uaifora e #23 the
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cooperative type of centerpriees hove rofuced the differﬁnee'in the
economic status of people. The poorast cvacues-is sbout as riect
as any other, as Tar as his life within the Project is concerned.
Some people - have felt that this lack of difference was ideal,
Also, except for men in key positions, many have lost initiative
in working ' hawd, & trait for which Jipanese were known. Since
one job pays as much as another, and a job of one kind or another
ig nct difficult to gel, there is a ‘sense’of socurity on the part
of the workers, even if he does not work hard. ' This sort of at~
titude ie leading many evacuees into a frame of mind where they
do not wenbt:=tc shift Por themselves and teke Tisks, but would
rather remain "wards" of the Government until something turns up
for them. '

RELIGIOUS  ACTIVITIES

——h2 organization of religious activity within the Piojesct of
|[ 15,000 people is uniqus In spite of the facl that residents
|| kave come from sea+tevel sections of the coast and from all

denominations, there are only two large churches-~the Christian

Union Chureh and +the Buddhist Cihurch. These coumunity churches

have boen orzanized with a minimum of friction betweon dencmina-

tions, and have becn ective in ministering o the religious and

recreabionsl needs of the church goers. 4As fnew incoming group
came in, room was made for them in the church structure, making
large CJLI&P;t} churches possible.

The Christisn Ciurch is made up of Protestant denominations--
mainly Mathocis ;-“f.uts, Prosbyteriens, X-:iscopalians, Salva-
tion Army I;&u rend The Catholics and the Scventh Day 44—
ventists hold theid wn gervicos separately. The Tule Leke Union
Churech is Ecv,xjcd b Board of Stoweards commosed of cisht isseid
nArd utu1“fQS, thelir SGCTOtafy and treasurcr, ocight nisci ward

seretary cnd treasurcr, and twelvo ministe rs
thcre are | 5 who help to take
in contactlng churcn nembhers.
chureh arc divided inbo those for the
isseci and tgasu for the nisci., For the issei the cmphasis is on
religion. In cach ward there is & Sundoy morniag worship, &
Bible Study class on Sunday cvening, ond Frayer liccting on Wed-

JLSd"" evening.

For the nisci, on Sunday soraings there ore worship services
end Sundzy School classes throughout the FProjcct ror the v“rlous

-
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age groups—--5eglnners, Primaries, Juniors, Intermediates, Sen-
iors, College of ILife. In the evening fellowshiz meetings are
held in four éifferent places, and- speeches on cultural topies
and usic are emphasized.

The Buddhists hsve & similar ehurch, except for the fact that
thei;'activities are no, s0 numerous as those ol the Christians.
They have their Sunday Schools on Sunday mornings in each ward, a

inéay worship service for edultis, in tke afternoon, and evening
serviucs iO“ sduits on Suanday and Thursday. Corresponding to the

i ati ilowship, the Young Buddhist Association, composed of

hald serviges in two d4ifferent places Excepw for the

, which are delivered by issei priests, trbsd YOA services
dld enfir;ly.in Eaglish. Progrsms are usually composed of
scrmons, gathas {(hymns), a speech by a YB. zembter, reedings,
some gort of light enterteinment puft on by members. Since
cuation, nisei Budédhists bkaove dtcken cver & groat’ deal of the

trol of their own services =nd have ™Ancricanized™ them a

-0t desl using English where they fosmerly used Japensase.
--James Salocda

" RELOCATION CENTER

r? is early spriag in Tule Leke. During the loag night, the
{ cold stmosphere descendedon the earth leeving a silvery white
Sating of frost and ice. And with the first clonging and
clasulng beat of the breckfest gong, sleepy Tulecas begen their
glow preocess of begZinning a new day. It is seven c.m. £2i.T. and
semi-dsric, but ertificial 1ligits cut througi the hoze of a new
morn as & clatier of feet, noisy coughing, running water, ‘and the
banging of barrack doors become frequently louder. In the dis-
tance there is the muffled sound of a truck, and within the block,
r351dentApeople greet the day. _
Stepping into the brightly lizhted mess hall, partially cons-
cious mess attendents manage to appease the appetites .0f the ear-
ly morning breakfast seeker. It isn't strange to see the first
six tables hurriedly occupied by twenty or thiriy elderly males.
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Men who have risen with the crow of the cock;
ers and the nine months change of mode has not sl i

_ : ¥ gltered their T
ticular habit pattern of thirty years. Consistent as dawn tisge
men start.their day in the early still of morning. Seated'behind
the early risers are a number of farmers® wives and their chil-
dren, bu®¥ the mass march in as the Tarmers leave their tables:

yes, they are farm-

school children, city folk, and young men and women grumbling and

This is the beginning of a

sleepy oezcupy --the remaining tables.
day in Tule Lake.

Tt i e |
ur?duallj about eighta.m. one by one, in couples, or in ZTrOoups
of six por eight, workers leave the bloe =

: . k for their individual

destinatibns. Garbed  in oversized "g.i." jeans, shoes 2510;34

i ¥. 10 rpen—-

ter's overalls, wool Jackets, and fielad caps, se;en lauéhin;k';d
* . : ; 3 . A % ar
joking issei men of fifty to sixty years of sge sauntered b v

oL J-

The faces were familiar--farmers turae

d carpenterc,

“"Good’ morning," I gréeted the Broup with a nod of the head
"%ello...mornlng," they 12plied with a nod of their heads
MHow's the carpcnter ‘busincsa?® ;

0. k.M
0 e S0.N

-
"Very good.ﬁ

For an answer, no one agreed.
thet carpentry wasa't hard; that it was interests
trim and out of doors using their hands. ::
it was @ source of nails and wood for hone pu
tables, and otker krick-kuzcl

ant.
"Say, I ' have oy
hunting waste ‘brush

They &ll exprossed the attitude
; enfl kept them
Others confessed that
rpose to malie benchss,
s torake the hoxie .liveble and rleas-

"5z S z
t0W ao you occupy the hours you eren't woerking?v

A Lt g?2" I asgked.
hands full prectically svery spare minute,

around %this eamy in ordsr to mzke flower

vases and staads," rerliéd one of the ren. "ang, "

"My wife' makes artificial "flow
night, and she insists that I meie
prefer to sit withafew cronies, smoxe
rarm we all left behind., Life would be sweet "
13 assent and several laughed, commenti:

n't make asything if L
Several mention
to  checkers),
time. As & mattér o
" the sessions ook plic

-

d," he continued,
ers all day long and far into the
all the vases..otherwise I
my pipe and talk sbout the
The others nodded

; ting that he probably would-
vere laft to h1is own devices.

£oh, shogi (Japanese zames comparable

Een Jeng occupied a grzat deal of their spare

fact, two insisted that they went whenever

Ons genial old man Dumorous and smil

inge
118
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stated that he loved to ging ballads and recite - anecient,tales of
beauty and courage; thai he was in the engei troupe (enteptaixi~
ers) and insisted that -everyone come ana join the jolly ban d
All the others 1laughed loudly &and one commented: "But you area
natural born actor and a God gifted orator whereas we were less
endowed and consequently must be entertained by the likes of you-
-excellsnt showmani"

"As you prefer," the comic replied, ™and thank you for the
corpliments.® Roaring with laughter they continued on their way
+o. work. e f

w,..well, well, about time you showed up," a quartet of young
nisei women accosted a late comer. "Did you forget to wind the
alarm?" they sdded. -

"gello," grected a young man, "I had a late breakfast." Laugh-
ing zeily, the grcup began welking toward the administretion sec-
tion of camp. Two of the girls, ninetecn years oid, -WOIﬂigqt in
the hospital =s nurses' addes, and the other two, twenty-one and
twenty-three years of age, workcd in the edministratiPn as_secre-
tary :1d steno-tynist; the fcllow aged twenty-one, worged in ”thc
warchouse as -a mess swamper and driver. Conversation evofved
around the coming big 3aturday night dance, the_Thu;ngyr nl%ht
card gef®s, what to do on Sunday afternoon, th? possibility of =
fellow going out to school, the beet-fields, the urge_to*govpla~
ces, boys- and girls, and doesn't sO and so look so cute with
that certain fellow.

wBy the way," I asked,
everyday and have your social fling?"

"you mean brain-work?"

"Yes, more or less...don't you

osi unning around?"
bdo;isztzg?qiua," one girl challenged, '"I'm s? bus? E ?af'tdg?t
around to everything. Why at nights besidus Sau§r aj‘&nhrouﬂl?ié
I have to go to sewing and artificial flower.ﬁaklng classes. :
oy maki thoueh. And besidecs that, I have to
got to drop flower making en

i¥r nao fixing, and
wash my clothes on Saturday afternoon, my halr necds ilXlig,

socks tQ0s.."

3 - ~ani 5 o'W
who worked in the hcspital, L
have to kesp on my tToes

wwhat do you people do Dbeside vork

fecl like doing something else

T have to knit a sweater and scme

"Took," hroke in her companion
don't know saything sbout nursing and I
to see that I don't pull any boners._ T 2
the staff changes our workin:z hours from Ca
and I'm telling you it's plenty tough...I heven't

vy shift to night shift
got time to do
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anything."

"Boy," sympathized the warehouse worker, "I didn't know you
all worked so hard. All we do- is take it €asy...plenty - easy.
One of the fellows brought a footvall and we toss that around for
an hour or so to warm up. We all have a heck of a swell time.
Our boss is a swell guy. Now don't got ne WIong...we work plenty
hard when we really have to, and sometimes ws put in overtime
when shipments come in late; but we never work as hard as we did
back home. Here in camp, I've had pleaty of time to play ball,
'bull' with the fellows, and 2o to socials...not bad at all."

"Szy," stated the secretary whe was silent until now, ° "I
heard from Roy in the Army and was he sweet...but I don't know
whether to go out and get married just yst. ™dthor dossn't want
me to. It sure xeeps me busy writing letters to him -and knitting
socks, too." ‘

"...Riki's band is pretty zood now,"™ commented a fourth girl,
"I can dance to his music for hours @nd hours. Bus T sure miss
those good old days when I could go to veal ball-rpoms in the
city and have some real fun...none of this ress kall foed smelling

dance palece. I sure get bored witk this cemp lifs.”

THE MORNING WASH
bout 9:15 a.m., the sky begau to burst with patches of Tich
4\ Plue and the sun bezen to ssek cut the cold terrain. Silvery
“Awhite veils melted away, but stesm refused to rise; 1% was
still cold. From the washroom the veices of several issei women
commented lavishly about ths unusuzlly chilly spring days, the
difficulty in getting clothes washed as often, the rapid wear of
clothing, the price of soap, th 4if’ieulty in keeping the house

T
4

clean, wide cracks in the rloors and ths lanent that & Washing-
machine for sheets would be ideal.

"How are your English classes?" asiked a woman of Tort:-seven
years as she paused a mowment over the steaming wash-tub and peer-
ed at her neighbor.

"0i, I'm not doing so well," she laughed g feplyes "It ling of
dumb and it takes a long time for me to learn.

"I should go to English eclass, but I don's know a single word
+of Ingiish and I doa'. think I can leamn,” ecowmcnted the firot
woman., "“Besides, it's too late,"™ she rationaliized. "However ,"
she continued, "I': learning to make artificisl flowers every

S
= £ o
— ¢

other . day and now our apartment is covered with bright colored
filowers. I'm getting better now, so I thirk I will have some-
thing to give my scn in the U.S. Army. Ee sends me so many tkings
and T haven'!t s thing for him; I guess he will like some of those
pretiy fiouers though. :4nd besides, they will make a charming
for nim too."
fine gifts you make,"
erentt so siekly, I
these clothes once
it been healthy for

present.

"Your son will cesrtainly appreciate
a third woman of fifty comnented.
could do 4a great denl more, but just
a day- cnd iron them mokes me tired.
the pest five years, and with the intermment of my husband and

>




51

the loss of my oldest and dearsst son to the U.S. Army...I really
can't seem to do more than sew a little at home and go to church
on Sunday mornings."

"{Jell, that's that," said a woman of forty-three years and the
wife of a former city grocery store coperator, "I guess I can make
it to school on time. I donft want to be late.  You kanow, itis
just like going to grade school sgain after all these years;
everyday I get so excited that at times I go without taking my
pencii cr pen.y

"How many puplis are there?" " g

"Oh, at times when it's warm, twenty to thirty students came
to lesrn. When it is cold as it 1s today, possibiy only fiTiecen
or so attend. It depends on the teacimer toc; some of them try to
hurry wyou through, - but my teacher is kind and conSiderste. Ve
learn more and like st better than scme of the others. Perhaps
someday I will be able to laugh and smile with my ¢hildren when
they spsek and Jjest in English."

And so, the mother of five adult childréern hurried out of the
laundry room intent upon learning to speak and write the dnglish
lenguaee 80 that she may be able to understand her childrsn who

o

spoke sdnglish...a tongue foreign and uninowm t0 her. QGathered

arourd criude tables and benches, seatedon'apple.and orangs crates,

seventesn o0ld women grasped an unyielding pen and began writing
i

i1
D
simple words that were difficult to understand. A nursery school
of forty to sixty years old pupils. Ambiticus snd hardworking,
nany san over their task und with concentrated effort mansge to
legibly write: Mrs. Yamada: "iiy son is in uionzemar. I want him
here." Porodoxiesl - but true, women who have lived =z major part
of their lives without learning Znglisu, sitin patient conesntra-
tion adjusting their spectacles, squinting at the blaekbosards,
murmuring a comment or two, laugiiing ot their mistakes, gazing
with mischievous . comprehension as they stru:sgle on. lany stu-
dents have merorized the vords to: Star Sscangled Banner. Juestien
was asked: "éhy learn inglish?? The answer was simple and di-
rect: "I would like to learn wmnglish.®

QUIET AFTERNCON
t wasn't long before the noon whistle blew, and thousands of
worrers cnd school ehildren hurried to their respective blocks
: to see their mothers and feothers or anxious to see if

Ietiorwould. verwaiting £or dhen af  the. block: ~mong-.
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gerts office. ©Strolling into the mess hall, various murmurs of
approval or discpproval can be heard. If the table reveals roast
vesl and mashed potatoes, the comments will be: "Ch's and ah's."
On the other hond, if the food looks and tastes like beans or
fish, the growls and growns from the younger working set can be
heard. .nd for a few minutes after lunch, families get together
and diseuss the gossip and news of the morning nnd prepare for
the long walk baek to their jobs in various placss.

. The ofternoon sun is warm ond many Tuleans take oOff one swea-
ter but Tetain the other. [ bout two p.z:. the kitchen crew of
youthful dishwashers storm out and head for the bleck mansgerts
office to have 2 game of .eards, or to pick up a basket-ball and
yvolley foul shobs around the basket. snd if the mecod suits thenm,
they just sit reading the comics aond film megazines until the
evening hour when they once agein shed their shirts ond wash
dishes, silver-ware, pots and pans, fér 250 people. .mong tﬁe
waitresses, o number of them head for a class in artificial filo-
wer moking ound xnitding. :
"Going to Znglish class today?" questioned ope girl of a kibei
friend. ‘ - - i
wyes," enswered the kibei, T have t¢ lecarn to speck and write
you knowe..ond this is the day I go to class. 1I'm sor?y tpat.l
ccnit go with you to the new sewing elzss. PBut I think it.is
more important for me tO lecri snglish." e are:
wSurs," replisd the nisei girl, "I71ll see you tonight nt five
TR o SOls A _
ot ;};hm(’;;e oo L S of three Peli., the t.:lock is hughéz?t with the
uictness of ¢ Sunday afternoon, Practically }T:ﬁ??;d b wan-
gered off o classco in snglish, 2 grect nump?r tu 1;&g§{ ??iin?’
sewing, kunitiing, woodworking, or to work. anong the few le n

the block ers three or four sickly ond a.ed members of both sexes.

MIDDAY SUN

baten of eight retired formsTs ané merchant men sit ;rougd in
the sun with pipes, cigars, cignrettes, ana roll-your-owns,
and with pocketknives, chisels, hammers, and sand?fper—-czgge
interesting pieces of wooden vases and stonds. A1l d=y long v
tul%if we were home this ssascn We would have clfared“enzugﬁ$n02;
ey “to- retirel® emphatically stazted one old mhn.. Bu ? - :
have nothing, ond - 1t weuld be 2 miracls to see a live fruit tree
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when we return.®
NTh e i toinad 4 | :

Tyutvs right," - joinad in dnother old man who was intently
rounding off a knot in = rhythmiczlly shaped carving. Mle still
FaVB to pay taxes for the land, the truck, and the Passenger carn
Every year that we lLang onso them it will be harder to pPay...and
the value will drop too.m . e

"Sometimes I'm glad I sold everything," started an o0ld man
?0111§5 & 015arstt§. YT didn®t get much...practically nothing,
but 1t would have been worse to have it taken in texes we cantt
afford; what with sixtesn dollars a month."

"Besides,™ began a third crony, "we have to Py our insurance
on the barn, the truck, and the car.® ;

"Don't forget that life insurcucc policy, tooi"

y gnde?r 1nFo the day, thes group gossip sbout the events in
Tule ZILoke, the moral, the religious, the home-town left behind,
» . - ,
the winning eand lcosing of the war, punacens for cll evils, and
what should be done {hat isnit being done. ,

<« beby cries ond 2 mothsr soothes the =hild to Blesp. L4 young
nisei mother is busy feeding, nursing, =nd vashing the bsby's
particulers. It is o difficult day for = mother, but she li}es
in aworld of her owm as she waiches the grouing inf:ont and dreanms
of the day when he will become & great w=n. The father is a
igung man worklgg dur}ng the day as & mechanis, and fTor the dura-

1on- ?f the night chances are the men of the family will be pa-
tronizing the attentions of the infont while ths mother sleens

e Ty P [ ~ta o £+ Al i

*14nhl¢,? statsd the young fother, "bafors the boby arrived
;‘ wxs worried. Circumstances here in ths camp didn't look so
b?lght for a birth, I thought; bLut the doctors ors really &ffi-

'01§nt and nothing went wrong. Boyd I was relieved when every-

t?lng went off o.k. .nd another thing, I don’t have any doctor

bills to pay eitkeri? Tue bills in themselwves would have ‘run into
uite P 1 - = e 1 » :

% 3 ?i b{t; buﬁ_th“_blgéest break is not having to work so hard
can walk the baby and f2ed him at night ths way I 40 now, if

I had to put in a real ten-hcur ey back home...I'm really a %or-

tunate man." :

t?;raljo " ,T,._...tg - " 32 2
. belio,” graeted a ycuang kibei couple,™ ijus ' by
the baby. How is he?" PREN-N AR FOVERA.NY L Aen

"Fine as ever," repl

.you twio going to Znglish e
"Yes, we bott sarted se
Sy We L+ started sevs 3 1 :
muck," the coupl;u snamn fadli W?bks P, BN hppentt, Ieamod
£ aaswer lauglingly. "But," continued the

i
1

the mother. MHe'ls 1
'L ' aslieep n PR, 3
Son = eep now are

- ok
young husband, "wWe-can really do some studying here and learn the
language well enough tc . feel at ease 'among the nisei and white
Americans as well., Working in the grape-fields and speaking Jap-
anese continually never helped matters. Now, we toth work in the
seme mess hall and have plenty of time between bours to go to
schocl; maybe we'll know enough English to get along alter the
WHL " ;

EVENING SHADOW

t wasn't lcng before the warm sun began to dip farther. west

and the atmosphere beceme a little chilly; a light wind began

whipping the earth and school children huriied homeward laugh-
ing and shouting as they dragged their books reluctantly as boys
dc. The girls elung to them as intimstely as all females prone
to do. Within an hour, tired and irritable, happy and viwvacious,
adult workers trampled the earth for home. The o0ld block re-
sounded with the noise and chatter of human beings.

Sitting and standing next tc the pot-bellied coal burning
stove, adolescents, youths, and old folks alike chat about the ..
coldness of spring weather, the outcome of Saturdays' basebzall
zara, the leck of incoming letters, what to do tonight, the com-.
irg engei-kwai (Japancse entertainments), and what is.on the mcnu .
for tonight. Children play tag, run, laugh, and whirl vo-yo's
and shout. The shover boilers are hot and heavy black smoke whip
the eir laying & dark grecy haze over the colony. The - growing
darkness end the cold winds announcs the time of day: it 1is
close to dinner time -- SiX D.Ii.

And with the varied clanging and banging noises, the peonle of
thc block stream into ths mess hell. Once again, therc is the
femilier cry of enthusiastic reception or dull singulsrly unplea-
sent voices of dissention. iithin =& half-hour, the orderly men-
nered and well dressed tebles are 2 jumbled mess of left-overs,
expty trays, dirty cups, saucers snd entrec plctes; the taoles
zre unoccupied.

It is dcrk when the occupants return to their apcrtments and
idly sit eround the coal burning stove ch:t?ing about.the latest
rumors, somecthing humorous, something inspiring, or simply talk-
ing. Others read the Daily Tulean Dispstch newspaper, make a
erack, or listen to the radio programs; while cthers prepare to
go cut to varicus meetings, or to a friend's apartment for an
evening of scocial relaxing.
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Stoking the shower-boilers, two old men watch the flying coal
flames and the belehing black smoke as Tuleans walk in and out of
the shower rooms - perforaing the last routines befors ralaring .
High in the sky, sightless, wild birds cry and the heaveas reveal
@ pale cold moon and clear dots of stars flicker and sparkie like
points of brititle iecicles. .

Aoout nine p.m. the greater number of people still sit at ome
telking aad listening to the radio as they knit, crochet, make
flowers, read magazines, or write letters. Vandering back through
the cold winter night, several ambitious nisei who sttended night
classes in academic pursuits exclaim unanimously: "Boy! It's
gozd." '

One hour later. lights -0 out one at a time within each apart-
men®t and the dark Tulean right becomes even derker; but a few
lights burn on. Laughing anc chatting a great deal, a number of
yduths who work at various joocs durinz the day, sit camgenially
sippins tea and munciing cockies as they enjoy a socia&l &vening
of a closely knit group of their oua. Card games, Giscussions,
ouiji boards, and singing proviZz the bulk entertaipment. But
like all good things, about elevs1 p.m. the guests bid the host
or hosteses goodnight and meendsr ¢ into the cold clear nignt.

41d as a lonely warden-mekes his “dnight rounds, «ll interior
lights are out, and the people ef tunz block are home &t 1est.
This is the end of an early spriag day in Tule Iske.-

~--Hiroshi Sugsggwara

-

Flecting Hmpicasions

t is like a dream--the scenes so familiar, voices that eeho

. in the distance, the cocl breeze that sweeps socothingly over

the firebreaks, the clangings of the mess - hall bells, the
chatters and . shrill laughters of carefree children. The wiry
grasses growing slong the firebreaks and between the barracks,
the purple hilss in the distance, Castle Rock's outline in the
evening when the sky is light--like that of an Zgyptian mummy;
the scund cof a phonograph jiving away in. a laundry room,tne
stamping and shuffling of feet-~jitter-bug session.

One year in Tule Lzke Project. A thousand and one events ika-
leidosconed into a Dali-like impression: softball games along
the firebreaks. The "0Ohs" of the ecrowd as the batter takes a
heelthy cut at the ball-strike? Oh, you robber!

Pust. Dust. The 'reether of Tule Lake, =as unpradictable as a
women in & millinery shop. Snow in Mey, Indi&n Summer in Novem-
ber--but £11 the yezr round, wind, wind, and more wind. Wind,
gentle ©s & bsby's treeth; strong emough to rattle ths windows;
wild eneuzh to shriek betwsen the telephone Wwires--uhirling dust
tnd pepers 1like & min:ture tornade~-sending Tfine dust purticles
sceping through the windows; blanketing fwniture and- floor with
& coeting of white. Dust. Dust. Dust. .

he first snow-fell. Tule lLeke Project under its beptismel
ii covering of white. Tiny-cool flckes, flocting down, silently,

gently. .

Hey, it's raining =ogain. The incredulously: By golly, it's
snow, "ell, T'11 be dammed. .

Snoew, gentle snow. It piles up on the front door-steps; it's
slippery as the dickens, &nd it inverisble turns into .s1l ush.
snowbslls, snowmen, ond sne fights. Cnstle Rock transformed: into
n snov-white crstle. And far off on the opposite side of the pro-
Jeet, the hill to the right of Abzlone mountsin--it looks like =
hot cross bun with its’cross-like frosting.

And look st those dots on Costle Rock. Down they come. Home-
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made sleds, Sears and Monky-Ward specials; long, short, narrow or
wide--they bump, lurch and careen dangerously down the steep azide
—=thesow whipping dinto your face and the hair turning silvery

Here's a bid. It's the
It's a mess
Christmes, what a chan.e insidel! Iook at tast canter-
And look at thal bar! Cokes. Genuine cokes. How do
3  The orchestra is not = push—over—it's Miki
Taneka and his Stardusters. And sweet or hot, the boys can 1 Whip
it out. Tables with cloth. And white-clad waiters. Yzh, man,
garcond That's the stuff, Roast poprk
nG jumbo olives., Ah, eppetizers and sa
cokes. tuffed like & pig znd then on with
enchanimast end finally, "The Story of
znce #es endsd but net the memry.
Tuls Loke. Itfiits by. Events pile ub-
on gvents. Teleat shows, songfcosts, ferams z2nd festivals.  Toli-
deys cnd mors kolidcoys. :

How 'boutl a talent -zhow Hare's one that losks guod--the Cafe
ul Tap dancers, ucrobatie,
r-Wootdy Ickihashi and his
LeBasiives Lat eeri ol
L3

They eat .it up and

Centinental. Yukic ShimoGe and conpsany.
ballat, rhumba apd ..ove Yuki Husic

bent, woe ds "o oot

agnces. - How ‘do -the

cizmor for nore.
Fousth o July. The

firetreak. Heat, sporis, 1

when 0ld Glory uafurls end flaps its silkon

Sl Tl A

wloegsom oud

in ‘the " cool brzeze. The sun pours
quat

Ilike gay-colored mishrooms. Around £
traditional costume

around impasgsively.
nrances around the wrestlers =nd gheuts hi: warning criess Akiyoi,
. %

nokttal Akivoi,

~=perspiratio.: glistocning on

T. 3 Ele - A 3 faces conboried
tanned; brawny arms Jlocked in faces © »

cheet heeving--
Akiyoi, nokottz, nokottal
The 7
the body and then the heavy thud of fallen bedy--
Jezude L The shouts of approvel fr-m the wmectetors.

The match

iinol congeatration of strength, the sudden dexterous twist

-

is over,

\ o interval of time flitting merrily aleng--scftball, hard-
/&a‘ball, mess hall gongs clanging barshly in the morning; luneh
Lj-\Sand supper to0 the s=zme o0l4d tune--school for the youngsters,
work for the old--wash-room conferences--squabbles -ua laughteré
-the jeers of the youngsters:

Come on, now! Tou do it. The cycle continues: That's sharp.
dat itt

The fountain of youth, the heart of cornucopia, the idling site
for all--the canteen. Fruits, soft drinks, ice cream, groceries,
hardware, dry goods, stationery sond knick-knacks.

Ice eream's all out, so's psaputs. We hove crackers but no
butter. Meat's rationed aond so are cenned goods. Vhat the hell
kind of a storz is this? The shrug of the shouldors——wh-t can one
do?

Eeret's a bleck memcger; what is he? Nursemaid, Jjanitor, mess-
elger, complaint board, diplomat, tyrant, judge =and jury. Eots
oas and 2ll.

Hey, the 1light fuse is out. My wife is sick, call a taxi.
T211 that guy nest dcor to eut out the snare drum. Where's my
NeWSpopEr———m—— = —%

Weit a minute boys, I'm not Solomon and neither am I Superman.
I'm just the bloeck manager. Tell it to the councilman. Ch, yeah?
Waat councilman?

Who.lives here? The bachelaors. Oh, the baehelors. Phewl It
sure looks like it. Look at thosc unwashed socks and shorts.
daat's " theL.pile of dirty suirts and honkies? Dont't they sver
make the bed? '/hat's this pile of ash and papers? The dump pile.
Gad? ‘'/hat a mess?! Look here, boys, suppose o visitor dropped in
to sec you? Let them ecome? “That guts!

Pie, Life, Time, Lock, Reader's Digest, Collicrs ond more Pies.
Jnat food for brains. Cut-out pictures of gals on the walls,
nude sketehes on the door, womsn on the brains and women in their
talks. What o bunch of hard-up guys.

chimney for? tell, sir, that's the Base Hospital. You've got

4 a toothache? Your tummy hurts and "your tomdilc SFL b
W:11, the Bese Hospital for you. Your wifa's expeeting, your fa-
ther is 111? The Base Hospital's the place. Some outfit, that
flogpital. It's the panacea for all illness, the fincl resting

Yﬁ@ﬁhat are those sprawling gresn buildings? And whot's that tall
I
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place for some and the start of a new life for many.

Labor Day--parade, floaots, baseball games and bazarrs. The
flag pole dedication and more talent shows. Horvest Festival aond
Thanksgiving. Chilly sevenings, frost on the grounds, silence in
the night and the glistening blanket of white. Noels, Holy Nights
——the first Christmas in Tule Lake.

Rumors and more rumors. Did you hear about the couneilmon who
got beaten wup? ¥hoit's all this junk about ressttlement?  ¥etvll
be here for the durstion. Rain and mud. Snow and slush. Bas-
ketball, footbail, talent shows and mors Tumors. War will be
over by spring. That' what you think? 3

Thols leaving today? Vhy, didn't you know? Well, I?11 be
detned, 1let's got going. Therets the bus coming dovn the high-
way. Look at the mob--old and young, mole and female--plenty of
tears shad and hand-shoking gnloreé—they loock hoppy cond yet they
are weeping. .

¥ell, look who's hers. Didn't know youire leaving. Give my
regards to old Chicoge. I'1l be there before the summer is up.
So long, old boy; don't forget to write. ;

' The bus rumbles into life, rolls into motion and.slowly pass-
es through th: gate onto the highway. It picks up momentum and
omid woving of honds rapidly dwindies into 2 tiny dot, then intc
nothingness. ' : s

ind just outsidc %hs project zete--the mecean of hikers—-rugeod,
stcop, ond historieal: landmark--Cestls Rock. Up its sloping si-
dss, youth gaily trudge. OSage brushes and grase, hugh bouldsrs
and small pebbles, the winding path lecds from onc ladge to an-
other. The posk #t 1ast where tvin erags stand guerd over the
sprawling countryside.

To +the norti, the dark sqnarcs spot the plain——barr;cks; and.

eountless spirals of smoks elimb into tho afternoon sky. The nip-
ping breegze SWSPS refreshingly over the roecky lodges, the west=
orn sky assumes 1its nocturnal coloring of silver ond. gray, the
shadows d@rape over the slopss thsir‘mahtl;, o towcr stands out-
lincd on the hilly slope--dusk has follem. ] T

4 myriad firoflies glow among the barrack windows and from a

distones the faint wail of the train ecrrios -bock mournfully on-

the cvening breszo. It¥s twilight over Tule Loko. :
—=;rthur T. Horimitsu ,

\ s mich a part of -the life of every resident at the Tule Lake

A Relccation Center as anything during the initial year was the
thletic program. - A cne phrase description of the Jrogram

could well be "from nothing. to gomething." To start Trom &
scratch - is a téugh problem 1in anything, and it was no exception
when it ceme to getting a favor:zble recreation plan going here.
At first a1l that the recreation directors had to work with ias a
1ot of sandy sp-ce, a very Jlimited amount of supplies, and the

hope that the people, as they came in would bring more eguipment
- = s 2 3 = 2 & ]

‘which they 4id.

Out. of* the Tfirst group of voluateer workers to arrive on Nay
27, 1942, a small . athletic staf’ . was selected. Tueir first du-

. ties involved in laying the grcund work for a recreatiocn program

for the incoming pecple. By holding various organizetional mect-

- ings and the layving of diamonds, they were able 1o preparse for “the

first major sport, softball. rroving to be a hindrapce during
the early davs, besides other things, was the battered morale of
the people. They were yet %0 recover from the +trouvles of the

. evacuation and seemed reluctant to coopsrate oI help.

The weather was an unknown factor with which to consider. -Wi-
mors werc to’ the effoet that it snowed, rained, etc. for nine out
of twelve months, but except for a period in mid-winter, the con-
ditions turnsd out to be passsble. All in all, though, to get
sports started in this Project "ras a job which involved much hard
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work, muych initiative, and a little luck. _

In the beginning there seemedi 1o be nopes for building tennis
courts, golf courss, gyrmnasium and other facilities. Endless
hours were spent in their planning by interested persons, but as
time went on it beczae evident that all those things were just
wild hopes. The ideas ended up in the ash can.

Rezlizing that they were not going tc get much .aid from the
WRA as far ez athletics was concerned, the sports directors s oon
began concentrating on doing what ther eculd with what was avail-

able.

On the evening of Friday, June 12, 1942, with only a few hun—"

Lo

dreds of the colonists in camp, crgenized sporits was inaugurated
inte Tule Lake history with the start of a eight team men's lea-
gue. From ther on, ez morée and more people arrived and as the
populati.n neared its peak, more softbcll accommodations had to
be nade. Also bardGball waa stasted in the carly part of July. At

the height of the ball seascn ldst cummer, thers were From ninc

to ten lcagues going full speed, playing s=n aversgs of six games
per cvening, with over 1500 peoyle competing.

The panorama of sports in the following mouths included eight-
man touch foottall and beskstball as the pajor sports, whils in
the field of minor sperts table tennis, velleye .1, femeing, judo,
sumo, horse shoe, tennis, track meets, boxing tournazent and mar-
athons were featured., Of all the major sports, ths most success-
ful was basketball, fallowed by hardball.end softball. Although
enthusiasm was shown in touch foetball, it newver reached the pop-
ularity of the other sports. Despite betng forceé %e play out—
doors on sandy courts end under the most adverss weather condi-
tions at times, baskggbell reigned as the king from November,
1642 till May, 1945--nearly six months. Outstanding minor sports
were the track meet held in July 1942, the two day boxing tourna-
ment held in March 1943, the maratbon race, and table tennis.

[\ thleticswere definitely a morale builder in that first ,ycawx.
Al With time meaning very littls, looking forward to the impor-
[rxgtant games or programs was a big thiang. And a helpful factor
was that the Tuleans, issei as well as nisei, were very sports-
minded, as was proved by the huge crowds which witnessed the big
games, Even ths girls drew as meny as 1000 fans for a single
goftball game, ant many ovents drew well into the thousandss

o

difficulties encountered in the first year, the t
were created by the b with the elements,
¢l the competitors. TFirst, the battle of the ele-
or some Teason or another, cons wind storms would
sometimes at he twcst unexpected times, to create havne
Alsc somethinz unusual for many
This battle with
1t 1t. However,
most like-
reat extent. During the horsehide sea-
the playing Tields became scenes of pro-
etc., Which sometimes Would grow into gigentie »ro-
ing to upset evervything. In basketball, thcre

- '
najor activi-

oneG
ng the n e "eemy peyehclo gyt
¥Wnatever it was, sectiopalism and frayed nerves prcbably had much
to do wdth is.
Carved inte the history uf Tule Lake sperts thus far has been
names whieh will never again make the headlines here, fecr reloca-
ion has %tekezn a nunber «f the yeung men and women back into nor-
But then sgain the foundatidn for new sters of
the yeungstars ha@ & good sperts pro-

ne W id beesuse

gram toe. thoug the question of juvenile delinguency did

brezk inteo the camp picture from time to time, the fact that the

youngsters w to compete in sports rust have - helped to

bolé it down. * their program nad been ossible to e more com-

there is no doubt that Jjuvenile delinquency would have
smaller extent. :

Nevertiuele the opoortunities which the roungz boys and girls
had to play in organized leszgues and under capzble ieagders, will
help them in +} Puture snd for many it wds a chance which they
ma;ﬁﬁot.have had elsewhere. e 11 the Facts, theret's
no guestion that the Tirst year

uleans has been a difficult ons,
frietion caused by sectionalism has |
have besen made, the spirit of cooperatio s been brought about,
a mean’s of taking up the : led ime was provided “for
anyone who wanted it, and best o 3] it 4id keep up morale.
—-Kunio Otani
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1943

First contingent of evacuess, consisting of 450 volun-
teers from Puyallup and Portland Assembly Centers, ar-
rived in Tule Iake Projecta

wHello Dance" held at Mess Fall #720.

Colonists neld public mesting with acting Project Di-
rector to discuss self-zoverament.

Project's coflicial mimsographed news-sheets nTaforma—
tion Zulletins® adopted permancit masthead with . tha
nane, "Tilean Dispatch".

Mes vy ~=rmin1i T ~ - g £ - S

Temporary eommunity couancil formed.

"jjoody™ Ichiheshi organized dance band.

Wage scale of $1%, $16, ¥19 announced, Transfer of
4,200 evacuees from Sacramento Centsr completed.

Recreation Dept. presented & day-long holiday programt.

Influx of 9,165 evacuses irca Yilitary Zone No. 2 be~
gan.

5,000 perscus attended outdcor forun on citizenship
guestions.

Influx of 4,000 forwer residcnis of Pinedale Center be-

gane.
Colony census taken.

Uniform meal planning established throughout the 64
mess halls.

Canteen No. 3 suffered $4000 fire damags.

Indian sikeleton found under barreck j79lil.

Project farm begen harvest.

Bill Maruteni swarded first place honor im the Oratorl-
cal Contest in the Senior Division, Ruth Hijikate, in
the second division.




SEPT.14

T.16

SEPT.19

SEPT. 25

The right of freedom-of religious worship shall not be
jeopardized announced officially by the W.L.A.

Shiz Tamici, sponsored by Canteen No. 3, elected gueen

of ths Labor Day Festival. 102-foot flag pole erected .

in the center of the c2iony.

‘Project elementary and =igh schools eopenea for 3,800

students.

More than S00 left the Project for sugar beet harvest.

Gila Riverlernter residents exprsssed gretitude for the
Tule Lake grown Wege . cbles chiuipped to them.

Shipment of 50C hiegs Ifwr the faram erpscted here.

Rally held a2t tue Hutdodr stage tu discuss "Nisel's Re-
sponsibility as Citizenc".

Governor O. A. Sprégu: asksd ror sugar teet laborer: in
a letter to Project Diwectar Shirrell. ;

400 higih school students assisted in harvest of rroject
farm Crops.

W.R.A. Director, Diilom S. liysr, vigited Projeet.’

Legal steps fog Tormal receznition of Tule ILake's Co-
operative Enterprise as. a ecrporation™ taken with the
state of Pulifornie.

Movie theaper building project turned down in a city-
wide electiom. -

City cnarter accepted by tho corsmnity council.

Planniag board election held.

Block 43 selected a modei commmnity unit.

66

Harvest festival.

~Tmy Japanese language echool at Camp Savags opensd en-
listment for qualifi=zd Japanese-Amayxicsns in the relo-
cation centers.

Colonists enjoyed turkey dinner for Thanksgiving.

Project sent largest delegation of voluntzers to U. S,
»Tmy school at Savage, Minn.

rmed before first-nighters.
oss benefit dance.

More thar 2,00C toys denatzd by varicus churches anad
organizations throughout the country received here to
be distributed among voun:s children for Christmas.

Hzrvey !. Coverly appointed to replace Project Dirsc-
tor e L. Shirrsll.

Colonists spent Christmas quietly attending church ser-
vicas and chcir conesrts.

1943

City council established judicial pansl.
450 volunteers relisved’coal crew iabor shortage.

Parent-Teachert's Association organized at Proje¢t zrade
school. !

Secretary of lar Henry L. Stimson announced the forma-
tion of specizl niss 1 combat tsam.

Army representatives arrived to recruit volunteers for
the combot team.

Registration of =1l colonists begen and Projeet schools
closed to enable teaching personnel to assist. Mcss




, el egrance program announced..
First chicken egeg hateched on the Projeet poultry Torm.
Registration of aliens bcgﬁﬁ.
Male citizen registration ended.

Senator ‘allegren, author of the bill to trensfer con-
trol of W.R.i. bsek %o the ormy beccuse of reported
coddling of evacuees, visited the Projsct.

L g 98

Snos rotioning procedurs

Red Crose érive launched to roise -31250 to carry o
work of the local chapter.

Young Peoplets Christiza eonference held. Isave cliccr-
ance procedurs simplified.

9 - Pianting of 10,000 trees started.
i3 - Prgject clecn-up duys
4 Bl { -
Velunteers for the 355;; -t uald glven prysital ox-
amination by the arwv e._ ‘"ing téam.

Figh school studsnt body held "Hancke Karnival.®
In a new administrative instruction, W.R... zllow=d-is-

sei to hold electivs offices in the community govsrn-
ment. :

6 - gO“OP reported a totcl of unallocoted net saving of
v85,993.52. s

8- N. Y. 4. opened voeational troining opportunities for 25
Tuleans.
MLY 12 - Community ..ctivities Sesction planmned U.S.0. for nisei
servicemen visiting the Project.




DEMOCRACY,

y

‘t one of the U. 5. Army comps woy dowvm scuth in fississipni,
‘squaﬁs of men -marched =bout the par-de grounds vhile drill
\SeTrgeants  barked out ~orders, "squads left, squads right .

_ Cut on the firing range the shorn stzceato of tha machins gun

fire wns mingled with the "booa-boom" of a mortar gun. Jesps
dashed madly sround.
wat¥s =0 unususl sbout a scene lile tn;s you mzy ask.. ItV s
an usucl netivity in any army camp. i L R
VYes, true, -but this is Camp Shelby, the only camp in ths coun-
try designated by the United States Tar Department as the train-
.ing ground for the special Japinese Combat Unit. And tie men
here, cbout 4,000 of them who had voluntearad for this unit, which
wos ereated by the ar Departmsnt in Pebruary a4 re Americans
meestry undsrzoing 1-tensive trainirs to fig ght iluss-
Tojo - whenevsr or- wherevsr ordersd. COver a
wers recruited from the ten P!LLb_tlun centers.
group camz> 4,000 milss awny
Agsricirn eitizens of Jarcnese une strJ JErliﬂb in
the Army before this? Jhy the Speeizl Combat Unit?

Before the cutbrsak of ths war in Dechuwber, thare wire approx——-"

imately 5,000 nisei scldisrs in tae United Stotes Army.-{This
figure repressnts the lorg=st peresntoge in proporticn to all na-

70
tionalitivs--EG.} The bulk of them came from the Pacific Coast

"and were serving in the various branches of the Avmy at many of

the camps situated along the coast. They trained side by side
with their fellow American soldiers.

' When war came, the army did not know what attitude to take
concerning the Jupznese Americen soldiers in their midst. If the
nisei scldiers were =sent to the Pacific Combat Aresa, how could
they be difrferentiated from the soldiers of Japan? What of the
attitude of the Caucasian soldiers? There wvere many other puz-
zling questions. Until some - solution to this broblem could be
found, nisei soldiers treining in the combat branches of the ser-
vice were transferred to non-combztant groups. A large percent-
age of them were shifted to the medical corp division. Subse-
quently all nisei scldiers on the Pacific Coast were transferred
to camps in the Mid-West. Simultaneously, General DeWit tt, com-
manding officer of the Western Defense Area, proclaimed that Am-
erican soldiers of Japanese ancestry would be barred from the
coastel area. This was done to eliminate any poss;bility o =
57y hazard. The Pacific Coast was jittery with invasion e ar.
THe coast was in the grip of a war hysteria.

Those who reported to the Selective Service Board as their in-
duction turn came were told that the Army was not accepting nisei
into the service at the prescnt. Many voluntsered but received
the same answer. All nisei were automatically placed in the 4-C,
aliens, anc 4-F, phyesically unfit, elassification.

NISEI COMBAT TEAM
few months afver the outbreak of the war, evacuation of. all
Japanese, alicns anG citizens alike, from the coastal arca,
[ k'%m;ordﬂred by Gencral DeWitt. Su%sequently all were placszd
in ten inlend TJlJCuulJE centers.

During their confinement either in +the assemtly centers or
later ir the relocation centers, the nisei nt hundreds of let-
ters to the Secretary of War acd even to be Prosident of the
United States, asking that they be allowed to serve in the Army.
But ths enswer was always the same, "The War Departnent does not
at the present time contemplste taking nisei into the armed for-
ces of the country." Plainly the War Department, had not as yet
formed any definite policy in regord +o Jopanese-Ameri eans of
militery age.

Their loyalty questioned, denisd cven & chance to prove their




n
iiyalty, the nisei bzcame wrspped up in their sense of grievances
and lived an apathetic d1ife within the confine of the centers.
The nisei Jokingly referred to their 4-C and 4-F classifications.
But veneath +their banter cne could discern a nofeof resentmrernt
and bitterness.

In such envircnment, Secretary of War Stimson on January 28
suddenly procliaimed, "Plans have been completed for a naticn-wide
volurtary induction of American-born Japanese now inthe ten re-
location centers eand elsewhere 1in the Tnited States and the He-
waiian Islands. Loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry will compose
a special unit in the United States Army. Tris action was taken
following study by the Wer Department of many earnest requests by
loyal American citizens of Japanese extraction for the orgznliza-
tion of a mpecial unit of the Army in which they could have their
share in the fight sgainst the nation's snemiss.

"I+ is the inherent right of every faithful citizer, regard-
loss of ancesiry, to bear £rms in the netion's battle. When cb-
stacles to the free expression of that right are imposed by cmsr-
seacy consideration, those bairi-—s should be reswoved as scon as
humanly possible. Loyalty to country is a voiee that must be
heard, and I am giad that I am now apls to give acsive procf that
this basic American belief is not a casualty of war.

#Steps must be taken to detsrmine ‘tlose indivicduals in whom
the Tnited States can place full “rust and coniidence. Thg gues-
vionnaire is a means to that end."

Plainly this was an intitial step in a progran te restore the
nisei beck into normal community life where they could shars the
lot of the general public. Tho questicnnaire and the Combat it
were the keys. Buf beforc-this could be dome, their loyalty had
to bc detcrmined first, for the government was fully aware that
there were somu “whose tiss with the Japanesc Empire were such
ze to disqualify them for positicns of trust in this country.®

One of the nisci's peactions  to the anpouncement was that of
confusicn and théy {ailed to see the grzvity of the issu?‘beforg
them. BExporicnces of th. past. ysar rankled in their minds, &ana
they hesitated; they Goub%ted; thcy Ggquestionod. _ .

Place any other group under similar expericnce and the reaction
would have Dbouen Lhe scme. For, aftor all, the basic emotions of
human beings are all the same regardless of rac?gl d1ff§r§n0031

Far sighted nisei leaders as well as the WRA Administrative

: = : atake. M
staff pointed out the roricusness of the issue at stake The
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‘whole future of the nisei in the United States is at stake," they
said.

"You are on the spot, you must look forward and not backward.
For your own sake you can't let the bitterness and hurt in your

:hearts blind you to the tremendous implications of your refusal
"to cocperate. The people on the outside will not know your rea-

son. They will simply think, "There, taat proves it. The Ivacu-
ation was necessary and right. Those people are disloyal. Look
they won't even join our sons to fight for democracy."

"The people on the outside do not now of your loyalty and
therefore the success of the government's program is of the ut-
most importance. You should bs thinking of your duty to your
country rather than the rights which have been terporarily sus-
pended due 1o exigencies of war. Zsteblish your loyalty first,
then your rights will be that rmuch easier to recover.”

THE ANSWER
he goveriment patiently waited for the verdict which was to
[J decide the future of the nisei in the United States. lere
they still loyal in spite of the bitter experiences which
they had undergone or had the strain on their loyalty been too
great?

The Velunteer Combat had beea endorscd by the Presidcnt of the
United States. On February 1, he had written to the Secretary of
.ar Stimscn endorsing the plan and attesting to its aigh purposes
in these words; "I am glad to observe that the “iar Department,
the Yavy Department, the liar kanpower Commission, the Lepartment
of Justice, and the Uar Zlelocation Authority, are collaborating
in a program which will zssure the opportunity for all loyal Am-

" ericens, including Amerieans of Japenese ancestry, to serve their

country at a time when the fullest and wisest use of our manpower
is @ill-important to the war effort."

The answér came 1in slowly and then geined momentum as the
issue before the nisei Dbecame clerified. Leaders, who took a
long range view of the situastion pleaded in behaif of the future
welfare of this raciel minority.

At #inidoka R:i:location Center, 300 voluntecred. This group
represented 12 per cent of eligible males of militery sge. Al-
though the other centers did not haove a&s high a figure as MNini-
doka, Jfrmy officials erpressed satisfaction with the results ob-
tained.
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‘Nisei ,soldiers in training or fighting at the front and the
volunteers are all of one opinion in their determinatioa to, dis-
pel +the doubts and suspicions about their loyalty Vo the country
of their birth. They had to justiry the faith placed imn them.by
liberal minded army officiels aswell as others who had worked di-
iigently to imake this opportunity pcssible. A volunteer from the
Fopaz Relocation Center wrole: _

"T  have voluntesered because 1t is my firm eonvietiocn that the
destiny of ‘the Japanese American people is here in Ameriea.

‘"T am eas much embittered as any other evecuee when I consider
how our rece was singled out to be uprooted from our homes, farms,
pusinesses on +the Pacific Coast 2and herded behind barbedwire
fences, even though we ars Anerican citizeas and our parsnts are
law-abiding pioneers who have becn denisc citizeaship by the U.S.
noturslizetion laws. :

"Devote +the utmost of cursslves to this cause, aud not let
the derkncss of our present gitusmtion or our grisv:.iges prevent
us Prom nroviag our worth belore the syes ol the Azerigap public.”

Lnother letter from a nisei serviug as interprevsr in the Soi-
smon Teleacs to his former instructor at Camp Savege rafiocts the
same spirit. - '

"T have r good chance of not ccming cut of this aiive end I
tell you that I don't mind dyiag bub I won't stend Tor sagone un-—
doing =il of the work that you, our classmates &4 all of us are
doing." ‘ : :

When Jepen abtoexed Hewedl, aiscl members of the Hotional

Guards rushed out to the field and manned machine guns in dsfense

of +he Islands. Thrse menmbers of this group recently received
recognition from the .jer Departient. Tormer aisel members of the
Hawaiian Nationsl Guard, sbout 1,000 of them are now on the main-
lani trasining for active combat duty.

Lbout 175 soléisrs are ‘serving in the South racitic combat
zone scting as inserpreters, accordinrg to the recent Tnited Prass
dispatch. ' ‘

Trey and the thousands of others who will follow them into the
widely scattered nb zones are prool to ths scoffers and the
doubters, who are continually tryiag to discredit the loyalty of
the nigei, that faericnnism is 2 matter of the mind and heart and
ig not Pased on esncestrr. Kisel ars fignting to gazian public ree-
‘ognition of this fact in addition to Tighting the axis. ;

--Tsuycoshi ifaicamura
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bus! motor began to sputter and immediately dissolved into
‘sven hum.: The hum . became = roar snd the bus slowly moved
Only & few cn the bus and their friends sceing them
et Thc crowd strezmed up toward the
lest b“ir departing rriends as the bus
c

sl el
&

l.c
Whore were hCJ
Tc work! To col To join their femilies?
Ty pleees strL"5c e range f_cc: gnd new “:virsu;cnts
——with hopes in ﬁhC‘r nec
femilies, and s Tuey tr:vbl" sot out for t“(y be-
lieve that : smaclves ecn thoy te propered for
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the more difficult post-war pericd: by going out they can best
gerve this, their country, for they inow that tiiey are not help-
ing to win the war by staying in the relccation center,

Those. in the various camps do nct think themselves to be pai-
pered or coddied. They do nct have any choice in what they want
to eat. They do not have the privacy they were "accustomed to
back home. But, with all the inconveniences, dissatisfaction,
and grumblings there are many who are airaid to venture beyond
the security of the wire rence.

"Fear on the part of the evacuees is another factor
which has Giscoursged their venturing away Trom reloca -
tion centers to work on our farms--fear of reprisals
against all Jazpanese in this country, not shelteredin
protective government custody, if the war in the Paci-
fic should produce conclusive evidence of widespread
Brutalitj to American prisoners by Japanese war lords;
or if major bombirgs of our Pacific coast cities should
occour with shoeling loss of Imerican life and property...

jental confusion ig anothsr Tactor. OCoafine 10,

000 to 20,000 people in any congested area; let them
live in this unusettled condition with a lot of time on
their hends-~time for i talk, time for nursing grei-
vances--treat thon with'e suspicion that breeds suspi-
cion in return, omd you ar? bo'nd to spavr false rumors
and intrigucs that are not conducive to full coopera-
tion...Thzt's hunan nature." il

OCCUPATIONAL ~ RELOCATION

ar Hdclocation Authority's first vezr hasbeen ‘that of adminis-
hq!.uratlve aches and difficulties. The first year is always the

hardest. Charged with the responsibilities of re-establishing
115,000 Japanese evacueecs from the military zone, the new govern-—
ment agency was concerned,during the first quarter year of its
existence, primerily in providing places where the evacuees mght
live and work in relative seclusion pending development of order-

l. Excerpt from an eppeal for cooperation in obtaining eva
cuee labor of Japanese ancestry from the Centrzl Utah relocation
project to help rélicve the shortsge of help on Utah fArms made
on Feb. 28, 1843 by Governor Herbert B. Maw.
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ly plans for their relocation into normal stream of American life.

Its original program of resettling of evacuees did not gain
momentum from Tule Lske Relocation Center until early this year.
Yet, the buik of the resettlers has been younger evacuees of
Group B as indicated in the age-group chart of the Project popu-

iation below.

AGL GROUPS OF Trd EVACUEES IN HE TULE LAKE PROJECT

(based upon the population total of approximately 15,000)

A. 35% of population..s.esecsesssesses. under 18 years of age
B. 28% of populatioN.seescsecssssssasssbDEtween 18 to 30 yoars
: of age.
a. 1/2 of this gr-
oup are women.,
C. 37% of populatiONe.e.essessesasnones OVEr 30 yoars of age
a. eomycsed mostly
o1 isasel
b. 1/2 of this group
is over & years old.

4 quick glance of the chart would show that Group T couprises
less than a third of the total population. Various factors con-
tribute to why the resettlement program hes been slow to affect
the general Tule Lake Project population. To preseat a few: :

o lYiost of the employment ofTered are for single per-
sons who arc inclined to be more adveaturcus than family
men. Family men cannct smprort their families on wages
offered to a sitgle person. Single persons or married
couples have a certain frecdcm of rovemnent and are not
hzmpered by the high cost of living as femilies are.

© A third, of the Projsct population is those
who ere under 18 years of age. DBccause of their youth,
their plens for relocation are frowned upen by their
parents. This disapproval may apply also to a good num-
ber of single girls zbove 18.

o A strong fosling exists azdong & large number of eve-——
cuces of a hope to return to their former homes on the
Pacific coast.

[ ] Typves of employment offered are not suitable for

Japenese evacuees. There axists a notion in the commu-
nities cutside that the evacuees are only adaptable to
gardening and domestic works. Projectis population in-
cludes a ecnsiderable number of people trained as sten-
ographers, mechanies, shop ang mill workers, laboratoery
technicians, nurses, accountants, and many others with
equally dsveloped skillse.

[ Some have been embittered and disillusioned by the
unfair treatment of being evacuated from their homes.

Fear. The fear of public reaction to unfavcrable
war news; the publicized high ecost of 1living; fear of
racial antagonism; and other aspects that must be consi-
dered when living in +the outside meke the camp appear
more attractive. :

@ To many of the evacuses, especially the older issei

_‘qggpulatiOn, the Projeet has bscome their "home". T E"g??
would ratisr stay in the Project with their families and
Triends instead of venturing cut into new ana s trange
comaunites which may be hostile, and face an uncertain
future. They prefer to remain in camps whera they are
sure of getting three meals a day and a blace to slesp
as wards of the governmsat.

The '..R.A., according to its poliey of enccuraging the resest-
tlement of ths evacuses, is continually simplifying the proecedures
for relocation. To a great degree, the "red tape" of waiting for
the approval of the leave clearance and of the indefinite lsave
has been done avay. What tocok months to accomplish can now be
exscuted in a matter of days, and the applicant for a job sub-
mitted through the 7I.R.A. Reloestion fisld ofiice can leave
for the new job as socn as he secepts the job. end receives his
travel permite.

To assist prospective resettlers, the WRA has established re-
loeation field offices in warious perts of the United Stetzs.
The function of the field office of the WRA is to cxplore the-em-
pluyment possibilities, to assist the loeal civilian agencies,
committees on resettlcoment, and to forward job offers dirwectly to
the Project Directors in the camps.

Reecently it hus become possihle for evacueces with limited funds
to =ccept jobs they may have furned down if it was not for the
new WRA policy of providing finences for the transpertotion sad
the initiel 1living expenses. The fincneisl sssistance is ren-
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dered by the WRA in the form of cash grants made before the time
an evacuee leaves the Projsct.

To futther assist the reszttlers the WRA will aid in their
housing »roblems. The National Housing agency has sstablished
War Housing Centers whers new arrivals are given information cn
the avaiiable living guarbers.

If the resettler should be faced with a problsm much too big
for him %o cope with, the facilities of reliel and of the
welfare agencies are open +to0 him and finauwial assistance may
be obtained. And so, in $his menner, the WRA is doing more
than just encoureging resettlemsnt by seeing to it that the eva-
cuee is given a fair chance to-adapt himself in his new envircm-
ment. ! -

Cooperating with the WRA amd faciliteting ths esettlemsnt
prograi are various organizations--The gonmittee on Resettlement
of Japancss, the JACL, the Dretbren and tlre Friends Hostels, the
American Civil Liberitise Uniocsn, the Churches, ths Feilowship of
Reconeciliation, the Americen Frisnds Servies Committass, the Y,
Coliey “YolMololey Btc. These organizations ers werking for the
svacuees by raising funds, seeuring employment, providéing loans,
offering legal adviess and aid, and by esducabing the public as
well as the evacuess themselves. : _

The sugar best workers have played a conspicucus part in the
resettlenent program. Although they €id not go out for permansnt
relocation, the beet workers have proven %0 the American coamuni-
ties with which they came in contact thatdll the Japansse in the
Ualted States do not deserve the suspicion and distrust that wers
attribvuted to them. . ;

The living conditions and the wages of the agricultrusl wor-
kers have improved in most cases since the initial recruiting.
i sugar company was "taking a wisa step by inviting representa-
tives...t0 make a tour of the intermountein region. In this man-
per the terms and conditions under which workers will come can be
explained vy the leaders when they return. - Thu there will be
less disputes about the go-called misreprcsentatiocns as to living
conditions and so forth." :

On the whole, the rTeseitlers are being well received. By the
jnitiative and actions of the evacuces themselves, scntiments
have been improved in communities where they vere at first not
well received. ;

ngf course iuere are chislers, leeches and blocdsuce-

=0]

kers who ere only toe willing to exploit.evacuse labor: i
Some employers,.according to the records, appear tuv tuink
tney had purchased title to chattels when they hired eva-
cuee labor_from the way they protested..whsn workers lefﬁ
their emplcy because they were overworsged. DBut the
handling of “these is a personal problem, and, :although
some have been victimized for a waile, not a single one
in this district has hed the difficulty in righting th
situation once he tils ming to 16"

prospective re 5 ere strengers to the emplovers and

-
A

only the evacuecs who do not exasctly lmow what they
 ti:c employers who are talking a risk.
aints of the evacuse suddenly, alter a short
employer mmich To his inecnvenience.
resettlers reprezent al
What they do and how
thogs both in and outside
It is
their own two feet 2nd a mt to )
in socieby...t0 Tecall some of the pride they Iad in themselw
end to share and to coatribute in the meking and the improving
this, their country. :

STUOENT RELOCATION

1. *#o remain in the center: 2. To look for
attend * ¢ llez What should the

] ¥ dy

be & tremendous was T the time snd energy ai-

in the stude . ion Ur. lionroe

n, Vice-President of the University of California,

it would be equi =nt to the "destruction
inmortant part of our nati 3 csourczs.”

2. sss&btitundes of the en
group of tomorrow will be shoped
ture leaders, the men and women now going to or preper-
ing for college.

3. Thc cntirc _group (without highor cducation)




may, be forced to aposition of eennomie and cultural in-
feriority, and no poliey eould more seriously threaten
the long-term future of tke Japanese group in this coun-
try.

4s e..the morale of the entire Japanese~American
group: will be enhanced. And older evaduee, in a let-
ter...deseribed al hardships of his pregent
1ifz ead concludes that tho really »rassing problem is
education of the young veople.,

A very large number of siudents have indicated their desires
of coatinuing their education in spite of the disruption in their
lives brought about by tae evacustion. kost of the

ars a&ble to pay oaly a part cf tse Pinancial
are two
suffered the loss of business sad ineccmec throuzh
evacuation. z The overwielaing wajority of studsnis have at-
tended Stete Colieges or Junior Colieges in . Coast States
where their fethers' taxes coverad the costs of here
is tae necessiiy of paying out-of-state Tees.
Organizations Aiding Student Relocation

A nisei who wishes to go to a college and lacks the FTinds neecd
not be perturbed for there sre various organizations and friends
willing to render them finencial gid. The Hetional Student Relo-
cation OCouncil in a form lettcr to the "Japanese” students en-
couragingly writes.

"le'll be glad to heve you write us there {the new
office in ¥hiladGelphia) end bring us up to date on your
pPlans and »roblems and finsnces. Insufficient funds
should not discourege you. Ho matter how little, or how
mich money you have, Wwe nesd exzct and un-to-date in-
fornetion to work on.™

schools themselves encours.c stuGeats by offering schaler—

remission of fees, end work opportunitics although they

thet one should have enough funds for at least a year and
depend entirely upon sciiolarsiins and woric.

In the Tule Lake Project itself there are several groups aid-
ing student relocation. The Student Christian Associationwho-
se membership is open to anvone interested in nigher education is
malting ecntacts with the SCA s in the many collezes, and notify
ing the college to which & risei student is relocating from the
orcjeet znd asking the SCA to invite him, or her, into tueir as=-

soclation. It-is extremsly gratifying to & new student in o
strange college, in a new enviromment surrounded by strangers,
tC be cordially invited by them to join their aetivitigs.

Togéther with the Church Seminar group, the SCA has been spon—
soring a series of forums on the problems pertaining to the ?ap~
anese in the United States in order to acquaint futurs resettl
with the problems they may face in their new enviromment.

Sponsored by the Union Church is the Tule Lake Reloeation Io-n
Fund vhich is open to anyone for student or cecupational relces-
tion. The Fellowship ef Reconeiliation Travel Loan Fund offsrs
loans for paying the travel SXpenser for the student and employ—
ment resettlemsnt.

Then, there are denomingtional scholcrships and loans, the
World Student Service Fund, and the friends, both perscnal and
strangers, mast not be forgotten.

These are but a fow of the orgonizations enabling deserving
nisei students to relocate =nd to further their edueation in the
Preparation for the period aftsr this great, destructive war.

eT's

othsr relocation opportunity:

Known to have arrived and this definitely relocated. .831
Have recently received their leaves and travel

pémits and may or may not have rTrivedecscescecesss.189
In the worke in Washington and in Philadelphife.cee..134
Temporarily postponed (because we have lost con-

tact with them, beczuse their parents object to

their going beczuse  the community Has turned

sour or the college has changed its mind, or be-

cause the college has not been clearsd for stu-

dent relocation.............;........................ll?

’ Students accepted by a eollege or who have some
!
I

Total of aboyve b b
Students waiting fer PLECOMER G e elnivensine iy a e ivir Lol %

Total number of students who have applied to date...2814

From the National Jgpaneze American Student Relocation
Council as of April 13, 1943.
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4 There, are people who are ¢riends of the Japanese in this coun-
try and 40 care for them. It is 'up to the evacness to raloczte
themselves: and to prove to them, their friends, ang tc those whe
do not know the Japanese, that they of Japanese ancestry are hu-
man @and nct the ruthl=acss beasts that nropeganda depicts them tc
pe—--~-that they can beccme an integral part of the American social
pattern.

4 relocated nisei girl writes thet she is "leading the 1ife of
an ordinary American eitizen and would recommend tO anyone with
jptention of leaving 1 e so without hesitaticn."

i student at Baker University in Xansas writing to Lhis friends
snyss

w,,.and fellas, Itm getting to Imow what Christian fel-
lowship r=ally can be like. P=ople really tireat me
nice and ther: hasn't been one bit. of offencive amgtion
toward me."

From a Caucasian student's viewpoint concerning the niseisstu-
dents

wIim happy +O say that aperently these Japanese Stu-
dents have becom2 a real integral part of the studsns
body. Severai nave peen elected to caupus wilices and
L.ave achieved high scholastic records. They are Ius-
pected and liked by iic majority of other studcais."

Cne can quotc letters and reports from the relocaved, telling
of the. wonderful traatment they are geuting, but cf ~ecourse it
would be .illogical to jump t0 a conclusion frum just reading theil
that everything is just wdgandy". It ise not altogether sc. &4
great deal of inconvenisnces e&nd hardships have Leen gxperiencad
by nisei students in new environments somecwhas foreigu 1o thei.

. ——William Osuga

I
i

\e8 Pluines, Illinocis, is a smzll town of scme 8,000 inhabi-
itants, gbout 17 miles from M™Jindy City". Trains from Chicago,
"or on their way to Chicags, come zooming through this town
Y J}1ike stratosphere vullets, leaving in their weke, newspapars
flying in %he air, and a cloud of dust,.

-xost of ta 'frobitints of Des Pluoincs havo mevar heard of
the Jepanss: svacuation from the Pacific Coaste. Most of the in-
habitants, too, have never sesn a Japaness Americen in their life
until some five evacuses cams to this town to ressttle.

The five evacuees in this town are all employees of the
Photo Serviee, inc., whick takes in stuff for both “ilonkey Werd"
and Ssars Roebuck. Some of them are maintenance men; others are
gopers and developers. Luost of the evucuses here find the inha-
bitants of Des Plaines very sociable. In the neighboring town of
Park Ridge, thers are only two nisei, Mr. and Mrs. Teiji Kono,
formerly of Fresno, California, and lately of the Jercome Reloca-
tion Center, venson, Arkansas.

¥r. Kono is employed with the Superior Type Compeny in Chi-
cago, a national defense jobe

The evacuees employed in the ™mcoto nervice, Tnoi, ars unfor
stending orders mnot to cligue together, but to mix as much as
possible with their fellow American workers.

The people in the plant are very friendly, and evacuses are
jnvited to their homes for various occasions—-partics, dinnerse.

|
!
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After the "tremendous, stupendous" experience of evacuztion,
it's kind of a let-down to the. average evacuce to come into g
town like Des Plaines, where the people are so indifferent and so
busy going about their daily business. They eare more snxious to
tell you about their troubles, or experiences with rationing s
priorities or points, than to listen to your story of the evacua-
tion.

But to the average evacuee, who has been reading the "Paci-
fie Citizen® Egg long, it's something of a great: pleasure to come
into a community like Des Plaines to find that the pesople are not
hostile, or ready to drive you out of town, but are very friendly
and courteous.: LR

Uf course, too, there are some pecple whno mistake you for a
Chinsse. The other day, we went into a shoemaker shep to have
our shce repaired. VWe sterted t¢ walk out of the skop without
getting our ticket. The proprietor of the shop ealled us back
and sszid, Mo tickee, noc washse.?

The next day, when we returned, he irdulgently smiled at us
and said, "Eow?s business?" We said, "I work in the Photo Ser-
vice." He said, "Oh" with wide-eyed wimder, "I thought you work-
ed acrocs the street,"--meaning in the Chinaman’s laundary.

There Lave been no uanpleasant axperierces sinee comimg hers.
Howsver, once while erossing a lot with some little boys in it,
they yelled ot us, "Chinga-longal Hongel"

People in the MNid-West have not been conditicned to the
"Great Yellow Peril" as have the people on the Uest Coast. Heneg,
cnce they get to lmow you, they trent you just as anyone elsse.
You eat a% the same dinmer tabie, you go out with them and you do
everything except sleep with them. ] '

4

—Joe Oyama
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The Japanese imudgration to the U ited States is @ receat one
comnarﬂa to other raciel und nationel migrations to this country.
Tme original settlers still make up = majority of the zdult popu~-
lation of Jepcnese-‘mericans. Their youth, the period of cultur-
ol determin: tion, wus speat in Japan, Zlthough they rather guick-
ly adjusted themselves economically, became useful and law-aobld-
ing meibers of society, they did mot gresctly chonge their enltur—
al pettern. Thoy rotcined tieir languege, thoii religism, their
manners, ond other parts of their sociczl hsritaﬁc. Fiis is not
unlike other immigrcnt Qroups but boeume cven wore iagrowa be-
ccuse of certain other foctors. Tha Jipaness cu l*"“u ¥os nore
divezgant from the predomincting Jestern culture, ond thyn lcgal
znd seeial UlgCﬂlmliwt o1 on the Hest eucst cassed thum %o clust-
or together for mutusl 2@ cad vor soeicl intcreoursc. Evucuar
tion into reloeation econturs hes Turther niriowed the lmeriecan
contrets for thuse oldor poople and will zdi to the dilliculty of
culturcl mdoptotion to Zmovican life. :

THE NISEI

The voungor gonoroticn, the nieei, is o preduct of two culs

furas: their home bockground ond’- their imeriecn eavironent. -

For the gre.t mejorid; 30 AMG rlcaA culturc is tau strongor in-
£lucneo, - Their cducotior hoir. octupstion:. coatects, their ro-

crvetion *Ril, .inelir i thet dirvcetion. Jis they meture, thoy‘_'

ecclize +thot thed honeos  Tor heppincss ind suceess in this
country CIG nero.ott. by tho cxbent of Tnulr cdjusty nent to it.

Iz, fnet, in~ their thety to be smericca, they tend to throw

oé%r%mgrd some of the fine elements of Juprnese culture.
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The cultural'dlif:renco Yetween gercrations naturally creates
some disscnsion, .although the Japensse guelity of - p;rental
loyalty which hes been instilled by home training prevents the
gep from becoming too wide. Llie in & roulocsticn caisp has been
especially hard on the nisei from a, cultural standpoint.. It has
sharpened some of the dirfereaces .2nd made the conflict more
overt. Then too, they have been thrown ianto intense contact with
more Jepanese baclkground when meost of them were strugglingi’to
free themselves from it. Alsc they had to 51ve up the occupations
and contacts that-were helning tham to a more complete Americani-

_zation. What is even kharder to overcomc is the brand, "Japanese",

which has Deen -put on them by the mass evacuation and the war
psychosis when they rightly considered themselves Americans. It
has been zn important factor in turning the faccs ef  some away
from iZmerice; it has disheasrtened others; but to the great ma-

-JGT;t“ efter t emporery discoursgement, it has been a challenge

to prove their real jfiericunisi.

THE KIBE! | L

The kibei, Jmerican born Japaness Who hoave returned to Jopan
for sducz ion, present aspecizl cultural problem. iowever, thsir

‘numbers arc relatively " smcll. Depending upon the number of thls

of foreign study, they Iind their difficultics of cdjustment %o
fmorican culture incercesed, and during the war they are ﬂsgcci_l-
ly apt to be- confused, They are Amcricaon citizens cnd yeo ot may
differ morc culturclly from thc nisel than the nisei do-from

-Couecsien Americans. Due fo their ducl cultursl treining, they
-Nsve the opportunity to make =n outstonding contribution to the
. Jrpcnese in ~morice.and to all Americans by making QOSSlblB to a

greater extent the fusion of the cultuzes.

THE PROBLEM OF CULTURAL AS:!MILATION

From the foregoing summsry, it can be seen that this question
of eultural conflict 1is not just a Jepanese problem; it:-is an
Mmericen problem, fmerica has faced similar situations many

o . ‘ - i
_times before. In fact, there is no ‘American culture except as a

rich blend of contribution from many lands and peoples. e can=-
not afford to let a wear involving Zmerican idesls distort eur
thinking in regard to the very basis Don U;Lch:thisicountryﬁhas
been_ built. Culturel assimilation of the Japanese-Americans is
the job of all of us. --Arthur Rgmey




OVUR FOREICN PARENTS:

E‘ l_Jh»ere.- are two torme 1in Jepencse thot are used to distinguish

the American-born from the Japan-born Jopenese in Americe.

We who were born and recred in this country sre called ni sei,
meening sccond generction. Though we may not differ apprecicbly
in our outwerd appearsnce, our cttitude toward mony things is. a8
differcnt as cre black and white. Our porents, the issci, treined
from birth in their 1lifc et home, school, end work, in the age
old-customs of apa,, frequently cannot uniprstcnﬂ the nisei who
were Dorn ard raised in America much as are other boys and girls
in this country.

The most ncticeable differerce is in our speech, for the lang-
uages of Jepan end America ave so dissimilar thet fluency in both
tongues 1is quite uncommon; and because language is of utmost im-
porvence 1in the transmission of idsas, the inability to use a
Y common language 1is perhaps the most formidavle cultural barrier

1 B A s a igei. '.fe ec e BEnglish dicti
VL2 LAKS PROTSON POPVTATION 435-CHCTE ST ahl gramer SYSUr peients, but WLth Tory poor recultes Our pare
1200 — ‘ : - ents in turn often seand us tu sapanese language schools hoping
' _ [ . i that the schools might succesd in giving us flueney in their lan-
0 MALE L guage, but most of us, t_if:spiti':-s?vcra} ¥ears of schoeling, seldom
lcoo — : : learn %o use Japanese with facilitv. People often remerk in their
i shE 3 conversations, "I ecen't find words to express whet I feel and
9co FEMALE i . | think," and this is 1litcrally the case betiicen issei and nisd
Bco — : : b e & in their everydsy life! The army intelligence school, in tf'vlng
oo to find inatructo;_s ormong the :}isﬁi,}@m‘ncdfc their surprise
51 that few if any of fthem could rezdor write the Japanese l&.ulétlc.&&-
boo ? The barriers exist not only in lzngusge but in meny other cus-
Y 140 L 5 Fo LU NS, | AR5 I ‘toms, and they are only slowly romoved. Twenty yoars. ezo,ths |
- issei considered the American form of ballroom rr:nmng a most un-
doc . ; : desirableform of rocreation. M"imegine, 2 young mar's arm encir-
oo i O , ' cléd atout your deughter's weist, and in public %ool™ Such com-
; O, i v X : : ments were frequently heard smong parents. But 0(:03.5101’1-:‘.1137 s0me
2¢0 . / K7 i 57 T T L TOE ) of the more. daring young nisei would sponsor = dance, perhaps
loo Y. ‘ i T once op  Fourth of July and cgesin on Ncw Yuar's Eve, and these
' ol 14 S e : events would be well attended by dance-loving boys snd girlis who
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would glways arrive "steg", and return home Ystegm. Hovevar,
cfter every "affeoir" the local Jopancse papers would strongly re-
briwsnd the wild nisei in their editorials. .

. Within ten years we saw the sons and daughters of these sane
editors on the dance floor; znocther two vearsaid we saw their
parsnts.on the floor. s

*GO - BETWEEN “

Can't you imagine, then, the issei parents' dismay et requests
from "young péople for simple weddings without expensive wedding
gowns, elaborate banquets, and ‘“go-betweens®. Among Jepanese
these things. are considered indisneaxsable to ths well conducted
wedding, and especially does this attitude hold with rerard to
the “zo-between™. »

In Japsn when a young lady reaches the ripe age of say eight-
een without an offer of marriage, or a son is discovered to hawve
grown as old as twenty-thres without having found a auitable
mete, the worried parents call ia their closest friend and asks
him to do somcthing sbout the situsticn. Does a=s know of some
young ledy or youth from the sans profccture as thcoselves {and
this Iis quite impoxtant), with a similsr educational haeiground,
without any known horeditary illnesses? O©OF ecurse, the girl
should lkncw how to cvok aud sew, aow hor mannsrs, and show evi-
dence of moking a good mother; the young man should be respoet-
able, have &t Ilcast ecnough for a dowry, and nreferebly be a
little bright.

TULE LAKE TOPULATION ACE-GROUP SURVEY
(Total Population)

MALE

F/N S

FEMALE

> v o

r———

N

N/ 4%
e
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S0 with all these instructions which he o1 cady knows frém
past experience, the go-between inguires about until he mects aon-~
other persen on the scme mission. Only for the opposite sox. Now
they compar: notes, and if cverything scems all right, the par-
ents ars told the good news. A meeting is arrangsd for the young
couplc whore the prospective bride and greom meet for the first
time, or it should botter be gaid that they are present in the
samc room for the first time, for tho blushing young lady never
ralise¢s her head ond the bashful young man looks at everything but
the object upon whom he is to pass cporoval. The well-bred chil-—
dren usually agres to morry the choics of their parents and 20-
between, and strange as it may seem, such marriages often prove
more lasting thanour "love at first sight™ type of union.

NISEl BREAK AWAY
A Tew nisel first broke away from this old custom. Now we
hear of courthouse marriages cnd even of elopements, and without
mey eye-brow raising or fainting porents.
"Bat if there are these cultural conflicts, these barriers o
motuol understonding, we 2lso come Ho realizs that our parents
T&re just as humen as anyone else, and that we con underst-nd the
as humon  beings. If our perents show parental concern over our
welfare, we can understond that the impulse towards conesrn Tor
us is not differant from the parentsl impulse anyvwhere else, If
they show us kindness in little deeds from day to day, we con see
thot kindness 1is not substantiglly different from kindness cny-
vwhere elss. It is on this common ground that culturzl eonflicts

are compromised asnd gradually disappear.

FOR A HIGHER CULTURE

Because the avercge of 1issei is not
will not be leong before the issel gener
eultural confilets may then no lingsr &3
things of life which the isseil convey
are -things which we may think strange or wrong im Jrpanese
ture, there is <also much that it has offer dn itS_Cﬁlﬂ :
would be well for us nisei if we mignt inherit

gquiet vay. It ' ir
their patience.

their love of beauty in simple things

— ' If we should combine and temper these virtuss with thoss of our
Americon baekground, I feel that o higher culbure would evolve.

i |
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ThoZepst ot THind

ARE NASEL LOYAL. TO- U.S5.7

{ o] ick ot random any eross<scetion of 110,000 people in the
i r~’Uhitad States. You will find men, women, children of varying

{j Xinds und occupntiohs, somc alions,mest citizens, the grout-

25t majority loynl, some luke-worm, o fow actively di sloyal,
Those of Jepaness cnesstry in the United States are such a groupe.
No onc coubts some of them may bs Passively or setively pro-Japn—
ncse. The Justice Departmont has interned 1,974 such suspceted
individunls for the duration, along with 1,448 Germons cnd 210
Italians.

--But for the groups cs 2 whola, "the loyalty of the overwhelmn-
ing majority...has not bcen szricusly questionzd by’informed jaleh o
sm8." So statos the Dircetor of the Department of Justice '8
Alicn Enemy Control Unit. The Congressional Committoc inveati-
gating National Defemse Migration, headsd by Reprssentative - John
Tolon, after hearing gll sides, ecorroboratcg this: wmo _ernnot
doubt, and everyon: is agreed, that the majority of Japuncse cite
izcns ond clicns ars loyal to this country." The ¥or Rclioecotion
Authority's former direetor, Milton S. Eisenhower, brother of the
Unit.d ations' commandsr in orth Afriez, rcports:

"I have visited with many poeople, some of -them
teehniecl cxports in whom I have confidencc. T would
say that from 80 to 85 pocr cunt of the nisci, who aro
Amcricon-born eitizens of Jeponcse dssesnt  and who
have nsver ©bocn out of the United Statcs, arz loyal
t¢ the Unitcd Statos." (Junc 15, 1942) !
Many persons, such as racc-boiting Congressmen MortinDics,
Lclond Ford and John Rankin, or sindésr: citizens mislzd by roeial
Propagand2, have questioned the loyalty of the imericans of Japa-
nese descent. But against their ill-informed opinion is the word
of President Rooscvelt; Scerstary of iar Stimson; the War Rcloca-
tion- Authority's pruscnt dircetor, Dillion S. Myer: Jumes C.Ba=
ker, Bishop of the Methodist Church for the California Arscy
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Lieutenant General Delos C. Emmons, commanding seneral, Hawaiian
Department, U.S. Army; the editors or Tize; Rey Lyman Wilbur,
chancellor of GStanford University; . C. ("Tom!) Sawyer, former
netional vice-commander of tRe American Legion; Angust Vollmer,
noted criminoclogist and professcr of pclice administratien st the
Universities of Chicazo and California; tionroe Z. Deutsch, vice-
president =and provost at University of California; John Dewey,
philosopher; Professor Ileinhkold Miebuhr of Uaion Theological Sem-
inarr; OChester Rowell, distinguwished San Francisce newgpeperman;
Frederick J. Koster, chairman, San  Franciseco Chapter of +the
Cross. All these and many more testify to the lovaliy of the

voiecal Americen-JFapanese.

A United Press dispatch " of April 23, 1943 reporis that "ac-
cording to WYRA +tabulztions, 85 per cent of the total Japanese-
fmericen wonuletion is loyal to this country. A number z2re iori-
ing in war industries, incliudine two in factories making boubd

i ghts and others in airplane plants. Thousands of American-Japa-
rege are serving in the armsd foress; mors thousznds arc now be-
ing recruited. The commender of a battalion of thess soldier
reporis:

"T'ye aever had more wholoe-hearted, sericus-minded

co-operstion from any troops.” -
Thz—ﬁai Department ssys this is typical, and a war Department
stetoment adés: Americans of Jupéness blcoG...ore wented bccagse
the government ond . the army are convinced of their loyaliy,"™ One
huniéaﬁ seventy-five are glready on.spocial missions %n th? Sq?th
Pacifie, mzinly as interpreters. Otherg 8ro f;spplng in tiat
eree, in infentry corpenieg in North Afrien, or behind the gmus

a

»f boidbing planas. Threc have becn decorated. (Those figures are

s April 22, 1943.)

EFFECT OF EVACUATION BN RISEN

en interrogotion
the unpaydonable
¢f tho nizei the good :zeputotion of

(]
ilwaich heas long been in your minds. Due o
i oEs P 1+ ke bfr a i't;w
<) dceds committed by . AR | a e
the nisei hes been somcwhat stigmotized. Tuus, 1% 8 Qu%t?-ﬂﬁy
to discern why the integrity ond the raithfulness of the uisel &s
¢ whole have been questioned. | -
Just whot per cent of the nisei ors loyel znd what percent

“iust how loyal are thc nisei, is, I suspccet,
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are disloy is a question which I can not accurately answer.
However, I am fully convinced that the vast majority ofthe nissei
are stavnch Americans, steadfastly and unmistakably loyal to
this nation which has given them and their parents so muech. You
may inguire--what acout the other nisei--those who are disloy=1?
I would answer that question in this way. It is, undeniably,
true that as the result of this war a zreat chenge does éxist in
he hearts of a number of nisel. That a nuzmber of nisei have
lost faith in Ameriea is, also, true. It would be wronz to as=
sume, however, theat these nisel.became disloyal because they were
in sympathy with the Japanese scheme of world conguest; or thas
these nisei have given their allegiance to the land of their an-
ceators instcad of to the country of their birth. It would be
folly for ine to assume that hidden in the dsep recesses of ths
heerts of those who have 1lost faith in democracy were sceds of
Anti-Imericanism that nceded only the eclenent of war for the
seeds to blossom. No, the war was not the stimulus which prompt-
ed many of thec nisei to lose their faith, if not permanently, at
least, temporarily in the goodness of American wey of living, and
in demoeracy. No, the war was not responsible rer the change of
hearys, for thc loss of feith and love of country. No, the stim-
ulus was the evacuation. )

It was +the evecuation which unjustly herded the nisei into
camps without trial and without jJjusticc that prompted msny to
question whether this sort of thing was actually democracy in
action. IY¥ wzs the strange likcness to the Nazi technigue that
made many wonder whither goeth democracy. Tne evacuation was a
cruel, malevolent thing, utterly unnccessary. In its wake of
scopoumic ruin, the eveduction committed the very dastardly crime
of changing many loyal, good Americans into apatheiic, bitter,
questionsble Amcricens. It would be well to remember that the
thing which ‘¢auscd”’ feny to becoms “disloyal was not ths innate
predilection for Nipponism, for there is no such predilection
existing among the nisei. The czuse wes the evacuation.

I, honestly, belicve thet thesc weyward children of Amecrica
can bc brought back to the fold sgein. I feel that you ezn do
mach in the restoration of the faith of these, THE DISILIUSIONED,
by redeceming that which was lost through thc evacuation. It can
be done throush kindness, good-will, absence of racisl discrimina-
tion, and the perrecting of democracy to sce tae real demociacy

practiced. . ==Frank Hijikata

> e

This ig o yeorts retrospect of my 1ifs in this reldection een-
ter. It..may be o narration common $0 typical nisei-off-the-
street; -a brief 'skefch of how hereccted to the ineredible new
environment on the barren,- dust-coked eneclosure with thousands
of slant-eyed jmericans like himself. , '

L. wag horn in S:cfumanto,, alifornia 23 yeors agoe. My father

-

is a Jzpancse . immigrent who worksd id the fruit orchords as a
farm laberart I was sent £0 sehool with Chinese kids, Megro kias,
Portuguese Kkids,. bionde kxids and kids of all eolors and nation-
alities. .4s I grew oldsr 1 became comscious of my race and my
social contaet became more and mors confinsd with people of my
oWl Tace.

My <fother scroped enough money to-serd me to University of
California. There, my future outlool was o dilemma. I changed m&
course frequently to fit the narrow pattern of niseifs ecdnomie
stabus. :

“-Evaeuation came ‘os a relief to.my post-graduate worriss, but
its cffeet wns a death-blow to any aspiratior I mny have had.
I'm locking chead to resettlement with a mixed feeling of hope

and doubt.




71 NOV. 25,1941 MIDNIGHT COFFEE

It was my turn to cock tonight. Wetre having hamburger slmost
every other night apd ths guys in tkz deorm =arz starting to kick,
Feeding five hungry ccllage N 3
boys is not an =asy task.
They esb . like bears-and
fuss like mules.

Yesterday Mrs. Miller
paid me 2 dollar for clean=
ing her basement, and I fi-
gured on going to Cappus
Theater to see a picturs,
but Sumiots brother, il-
bert, cams up from Sacra-
‘mentt to visit us for the
wezekend. ile made some cof-
fee ond Ybull sessioned"
till one., 41 said he was
still working in the coun-
try pruning grapes. It's
a pity, a brilliant gradu-
ate in "englnesring liks
him® couldn't get a decent
job simply because he is
a n']'“pn.

I went to bed wondering
what T wos doing in eol-
leges Laybe it wos because
I didn*t have anythimg to
do after high school. -But
someone said collsge wos a
sound investment.

DEC.3,1942 “HASHING”

University's Buresu of Cecupation called me up and asked me if
I Tﬁgted to "hosh' et = Phi Gonma banquet party tonight. The fra-
tgrnlty wos inviting a neighboring serority ovser. They were wil- -
1ling tec pay me :50. dexnts an hour plus dinner ané carfere. I need—

8d ' the momey badly; so I took the job. -Why is my father 86 late
with my monthly allowances? (Ch well, I can't zsk t0o much of

. 8
him. - I feel Iike = parasite living off" the .mcney he sweated,zn
the: asparagus field.) . b < il

. Gad, the banqust w=s swank] The coeds came with their boy
friends in brecth-taking evening gowms, perfuming the whole place.
e served the entreé in a dimly lighted dining hall and they ate
luxuriousiy. : .

After +he dinner, they retired to the living room where they
smcked, sang and danced to sentimentel recordingse. Few couples
lingered in +the garden. I dropped in intermittently to serve
drinks. The girls were tall, slim and extremely beautiful. In
the kitchen, plenty of untouched and perfectly good foods were
dumped into +the garbage and thrown away. I tovk a piece of pie
and some slices of roast beefhome to the gang. '

Gee, I wish I was born o "hakujin"and able to live in a frao-
ternity.

DEC. 6,1941 MID-TERM CRISIS

Mid-term 1is coming next wesk. I'm eramming like heck and to-
night I sat up lste reviewing my notes. I shouldn't have left
everything up to +the last minute. I'1l probably flunk my poly
sci.

The student elub is putting on a dance a week following the
mid-term, but where in the heck can I get a date? Rotio of nisei
coeds to men is slmost 5 to 1 on the campus, and sven the homeli-
st girl can be choosey =s to whom she goes out with. I like %o
ask Vuri but most likely every Tom, Dick ond Iarry have asked
her. ©Shats plenty good-locking. I saw her this afterncon at the
Baneroft book store. She stopped, smiled and said,"hello%. I
felt good =211 day.

BELLE. 1999 SUNDAY

I hod -intended to goto the librory and study for the mid-term.
{hile preparing an early lunch of rice and sausages, Hire tore in-
$0 the kitechen ond unceremoniously cnnounced that Japanese planes
were bombing Honclulu. 7 : :

" 'hat are you trying to do, scare us?" asked Kiyoshl MMtno wWho
munched hig sandwich complacentiy. . ; ; _
w forget it," said Jesse, #radic must have besn misinformesd.
been some sort of targst practiece. You've heard

]
It ‘eould have
of the army dropping bombs into volcanos." -

Radio literally kept on humiing 211 afternoon on the latest
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report lrom Hewaii. it

I stayed home alil day unable to study, to think clearly as to
what happened. Xy mind is imn a state of total confusion. What
about my future plans? What's to become of us?

JAN. 3,1941 - THE LABOR CAMP

Events have béen moving so rapidly, my mind is hopelsssly mud-
dled. It wc8 hard to tear myself avay from the sheltered clois-
ter of Berkeley hills when the Tall semester ended. Put I had to
join my father here in a labor camp on the San Joaguin river del-
ta to learn enough uoney at least for my tuition. With circus
stance as it is, I Gon't kunow whether I should go back to school.
The future 'is horiibly blacke? out and I cannot find my per-
spective.

The ciélury pecking shed viicre we commute everyday is too 'damp
to-suit me and I have caught a cold which I haven't ‘bsea able to
rid .for a week., -I feel miscrable physically cs well as manmtally.

_We have bgen at war with Jopsn for =2 whole menth mow and a
news commentator over the rudio 'is oxcitedly reportimg the ac-
counts of the swift drive of the Japsnese wrr mochinges down t he
Philinpihse archipelago. Also listening intently to the radic of
the vicious onslaught of their native couniry erg soms Filipiao
laborers 1lying in their individuel bunks under +the suame roof.
They ereqguict but cursing under theix brecth. i '

The labor crew here consists eguclly of Japanesec
gnd 3y cougin'c wife 1is doing the cooking. There
outburst of phys.cel or verbal viclence slthouzh ¢ for Jeponese
residents in nearby Stockton were slain by hysteria intoxicated
Pilipinos. Japanese store windowsg were gsrashed after dark. I

1 Ty

and- the Filipino foremen have made an understanding to discourage
any discussion of the war. ) > 4

The other night, a Filipino, whom I have worked with belore,
took me into Stoekion =2nd treated me to 2 movie at Fox Celifornia.

don't think there will be any trcubls here 'cause vhe Japangse—-

After e supper of c¢how mein, we returned to camp. We refrainsi-—-—

from eny sericus conversation. - —
1

-Letters-to-the-Editors in many of the coast newspepers are -
advocating that all Japaness in this country skould bhe "storil-

ized" or "thrown intc the sea."™ These intelerant outbursts mske .-

I NN T r 3 = < - = 2 alit s
me wonde® if  the American peopls are losing their sensc ol fair-
play and human decency.
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PEAR .5, 1942 - L. TOAD XYOU . 507 ;

"I told you so! 01d man Kawashimaleered at me, bering .his
ugly yellow teeth. The weaseled o0ld issei wiped his nose with
his hand and brushed it on his only khaki trousers which he wore
invariably even in town.

"You nisei are -& week spineless bunch,™ he chided. ."You boast
about your citizenship, your =rights and loyalty but look vhat
hajpens. The government is going to throw you into internment
camps with the rest of us like sheep and cattles, and you still
tallk about faith in American democracy. Why do you keep on kid-
ding yourself?" =

I wanted +to tell the o0ld fossil to go lay & brick egg, but I
sulked away with my soul half-crying, half-weeping becausel
wanted so much to keep faith. I see no logic in naving to sue
render my freedom 1in a country which I sincerely believe tobe
fighting for the sams freedom. What are we nisei s0 helpless?

SR G, (N
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MAR.30,1942 CURFEW |
This curfew business is terrible. .I "can't go to..shows. I
can't.go to-'dances. I can't go anywhere, not even to .next door
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to play bridgs. . . \

To top this, air raid proctice is geing on elmost every nights
I've dreped all the windows and 2= studying by the feeble ligat
of candies. Curfew prevents me from going to the Ilibrary at
night. i

APR.3, 1942 - FOR A BETTER WORLD

T@e weary chimes of the Carpanile _has'bOHQud out its final
notes and the Berkeley nills greée guiet and dark bheneatis a star-
less skys. I am sitting at my desk tryving to gZrasp the confusion

that secthes in my miad iile 3 nightmare,

ﬁhat_Qas the fuwure in store for me? .Jhat is cam@‘iife going
e be like? . : ‘ :

Tme letter I wrote to The Daily Csliforniam, bo my surprise,
ecame out in bold print with a box.. It was a little note I vrote
during luneh hour. Mrs. Sacck lume=m I bsfriexded and romained &
gtaunch friend during sy college yoers) saidsﬁhgt‘aii itka Cauce-
gien employses of the Tniversity were touchsd when %Hey vead it.
It poved herr  especielly beceuse she kaew mo sepgsssdis. There
were tears in her eyes. 1 didn't think a little mote Iike thet
would hava fhat much effect. ~Frwrohes : i

wFellow Californians: It is oaly & . ratter of woeRey if not
Geys, thet we will be naked to laave our state, otz home, our
school. i Ak ™ : 4l :

"Itts dif
ags the thoug
vaxt © X

icult to describe the &f
o leave it. Yei, wa kuow that in war-~time, sacrifices will
nave to be mads of everyons...s@erifices of things we love dearly.
"rolerance, Justice and feir<flsy ere not mere words. .We have
felt their warmness nere on ths campus even after they hgve .besn
blinded by hatred and distrust elsewhers. UWe are firm in the
gonviction that dsmoeraey is not dead. )
Mie know that a bevter world, a better understanding among
ople will be recreated from the preseat confusion by such pco-
& it miey o2 the canpls. 3
the years e i/ ta come back and bs ableto  -say
vide: YTihis is [ifo:nd our school, our hoscl™ .

MAY 16,1942 WALERGA
Walsrua Asaewbly Téater is erected on & cowW pesturs, a stone
throw from the outskirte of the eity oi Saoramento. Ab night, I
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bt of leeving the University surzes upon us. He_doﬁft'
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love to wotbeh the city lights illuminate the sky pale yellow.
Although camp facilities are crude, we are provided with only
the barest essentials, but the place is better thon I expected it
would be. The treatment is humape ond I belisve the WCCA men are
trying to moke us as comfortable as possible. 1 hate to be in
thair shoes. v
I'm maybe so impressed because I'm acecustomed to living in
filthy camps while working in the fruit orchards. But it sieckens
me inside to weteh women and children standing in line at% the
mess holls with the wind and thoe dust blowing in their faces.
The kids sre having o jittorbug session next. door and the en-
tire barruck is vwibrating with tho nei
.I'm having lots of fun rumning the camp’s mimesographed news
shoet, "ilalergn lasp", with the assistance of Toke Fujii and Mary
Hosokowa. Toke is -covuring sports cnd Mary does all the Hyping
on my “portablsh,

JUNE 21,1642 MOVING AGAIN

T've besn here in alsrgz for less tham a month, but I'm pack-
ing up my worldly posss3sions 0 move cgoine I'm .getting tired
of pzcking and rspacking. 1 hope they'll put us in a place ab
least somi-psrmoncnt. IPtll give me o semsc of sealf-posscssion.

I heor Tule Lake is © barren doscrt and I wondsr how long I
could bear living on u placs like that. My mind is numb towards
plens of the future. My only present concern ia

4
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any long ILIgs
my bodily comfort.

JUNE 26,1942 SECTIONALISM

When I fir % walked into The Dispoteh office sarly this week
to inguire about 2 job, the rsception was thot of peaceful h?s-
$itity. I fulb the jeiness of scetionalism borno sgalnst me sim-
ply bec-use I ram the "ialsrga Wasp" bock in Sacramsnto. hat
actunlly provokeod antcgmism was the mistuke I made in writing a
lattor to Frank Tanabe, present cditor of The Disputch, asking if
the WWasp" men being removed to Tule Lake aheud of me could be
ziven o chonece on the puaper.

Th: "Dispatchers", wholly nisei from Ursgon and Washington.,
misconstrucd it as owr intention to take over tvhe. papeT.

I finally got a job as a featurs zditor today through the af-
fort of Harry Maysde, Asst. direcetor of Reereation department.

¢ Before I e-me hers, I had the pre—conceived notion that nor-
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thern n;sei would be M™sncoty" and condescending. Stanley, who
was  trapsferred sarlier, wrote to me that girls went to d-nces
with high heels. He wudd=d that he wes having difficulty getting
along with them. :

Ths whole picturz is too gensralized. The northerners regoard
us as rowdy aond ill-momnered. Becouse we were tonned bronzeiun-
der tht naked sun in the assembly centers, we nrs ealled n"Onli-
fornia niggersv. I can readily recognize a northern girl by her
pale whits complexion. It seems cpparent that they're generclly
nore fmericvnized bécause they did not live in cougregations of
Jupanes: g¢ulonics back home.

Wbt I regent most is that they came here first =nd got nil
the good jobs. But I feel that as long ans ell orf us ars going %o
live here together there should bs ne roca for petty diff:renéas.

JULY 12,1942 NEW SIGNIFICANCE

I have olvieys been indiffspent towsrie religion, in fact,skep-
tiecl. Then I wos in town, I #Had conesivad ohurch s o socid
center ror sxchouges of current gossips.

Religion gained o new significencs in my 1ife; & brighter out-
look into the fuburc.

his morning, having nothing better $6 do, I descided to sttend
a serviee congductad in one of the empty berracks. There werents
enough benches o nccommodats overvope; Some brought their own
folding chnirs, and some brought ompty eorates. I stood in the
back leaning agninst the well listening to Reve Tonsbeis sermon.

There weren't the eustomory flowers and the elaoborate zltar,
The minister stood with e bible in his hond bofors o group of
carncst young faces and presentsd his sermon eleoguently from the
heart. The simplieity of it 211 reminded me of o story I once
read of forlorn traovelers kneeling ond praying in the wildsrness.

I.felt God very closs teo nw. 3

AUG.25,1942  DUSTSTORM

Teday is . no day for anyone to be outsidse. The sky is bleak
and overcast. The wirnd is relentlessly blowing and churning up
the loosc ground 2nd no nook or crevice is immune to the ybigui-
tous dust.

I came home from work snd found the room gritty and fiIthy
with prime. Povwlery white dust hod sifted  through the sdges of
windows aond settled omn the bed, the shelves, the books and a«ll
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the clothings bung on nails.

< The dust disgusts and sickens me inside. One sleeps and eats
with dust. '

“No one acts human in a duststorm. Like animals, all evacueces
seek shelbter and 21l estivities come to a standstill. Human re-
tionalization is blotted out and all minds are assailed with ran~
cor and hatred. b ]

“ It's only fortunate tat these duststorms are sporadic and are
usually scconpanied by refresiing rainfells. The ground herdens
and evacuees rebturn to normal routine.

AUG, 29 1942 STORY OF A STARRY NIGH

The U.C. Club presented its first dance last night at Block 7
mess hall. Fardiy knowing azny of the girls in the neighborhood,
T mustered enough courage to aslk one if she would go with me. She
said she would.

I wore my loud sports jacket. I didn't have ecnything else to
wear. She 1looked pretty in her yellow dress and I fumbled for
soricthing to sy but I just simply said she "locked nice."

Mas Sekaoda, Bugenc Ckade, Seloe’ Sayashi and the rest gf the
feliows I knew in Berkeley spent the afternoon sweeping\gn? pol-
ishing the linoleum rloor. We struag the bare rafter with blue
and gold crepe papers and sttempted to male the dining hall as
presentable &s possible for daneing purposes. For msie, we
rented a porteble public address systeln.

Yle dsnced fox trots and waltzes all evening and there were so
manyr new iaces to meet, One heartan%ng thing abogt came life is
trat I'm meking more acquaintances. Eventually, tnuref§ bound to
be some frietion in a closely knit community E?Ch aﬁ Fn}s.“ =

The young girls in ﬂmbhwk,kuﬂm,;um,nm?n,mmhm,
Aiko, ere working in the mess hsall as waitrgésas. Itts colorful
to watch the young girls in bright aproas glide fx m.one Fablo to
enother with niteher in hand. "lea, milk?" Their voices are
cheory and light. .

It gave me the inspiration to write ¢ short story of a misers-
tle boy who developed a sudden "erush™ on o pretty weitrcss end
was disappointed. I called it “Story of a Starry iz becsus.e
it happoned to be the favorite hit song rt the time zad hed it
published in he Dispatch megazinc which I'm cditing. Singular
advantege of becing the editor is that you could use your own
story no metter how corny it is.
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An  adolescen® girl wiio read "The Starry Night" said she liked
it: ™because it did something to me inside". The older rea-
ders thought it was nsive bug amusinge.

Life is new and exciting here. There's so much to do and
there are so many peonle to meet. I wonder what will happen if
the novelty ol these new experiences wear off.

SEPT. 7, 1947 LABOR DAY
) Ye gads, wes it hot today! The hezt was blisteringe, Shirreil
declared a Project holidey today to celebrete Labhor Zev 2nd t;e
entire ponulation gothered st the firsbrzak to DEY t“ibﬂ%ﬂqtf Clad
Glory. i . i

There wes a deedening silence cs the stars oad stripes flut-
terel znd climbed higk into the emply blue sky up the 102-foot
mast. The Boy Scoutd bugles sounded "To The Colors", =24 o stir-
ring emotion unconsciously gripued me than tha Tlag snfurled it~
self in the breeze Ligh over thc rows ¢f drab, vrowa barvecks.

The PBoy Scouts and 3irl Reserves s*ood 2t rigid attemgtion and
pefore I lmew it, voung kids begaa: to isal over mits s3stroias.,
I counted five in half-hour. ;

I have =always !nown Labor Day %o be the hottest day in. the
year, but today was exceptiovnally % L£1

OCT. 18,1942 BLOCK

Bloci mesbings were held io all blocs mess hails Sontdas {0 de-
cide on whather or not we should construet -a mwovie theater in tne
rrcj2ets It so heppencd thet Ee. Zendall Suith of the Aduinistira<
tien took the initiative of MRecinasing lumber with tiae community
entcrprise moaey without the Browlsdge of the evacueas, - The ig-
sel, wio unever d.d attcud wovies ia the cities, are inluriated to
a hysterical piteh of being obstinste enouzh to deny their movie-
crazy children a woaderful reersational outlct. [Ironi::ll;,mhen
the movies were suown block by block in the wess halls a '‘Tow
months loter, issei literally fought for admittance tickets.)

el suppose idiciness ecnd mental effeet of uvacuation nave nuch

to do with their bitteracss. Soms issci, blinded with hesated e-
motion, ore oven "talkiang it cut® oz the U : here for being
forced out. rron ’ I'a terribly
dismayed to watch our parents' mind nervert so. It's pathetic.

I sgsems that ot ev.ry block mecting, the precarious citizen~
ship status of tioc nisei is sarcastically jecred by few of the

N
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1mpetuou§ 1ssel. I worked myself into such a rage tonight that T
stood up to speak. I Tfelt heroic but later it occurred to me
that I projected myself as a “martyr",

Iomentarily forgetting my position as one of the editors of
The Dispatch, I openly stated thai I was in favor of building a
theater. My youthful impudence “enraged the issei. Fearful of
being reproacied by their parents, the anisei in the erowd feiled
to '"back me up™. Consequently, some of the issei suggested that
I might be an "inu", or an informer of the Administration.

I may have -jeopardized my reputation in the bloek but I per-
sonally don't give a danm.

NOV. 6, 1942 A BIT OF "OUTSIDE"

The entire Dispatch staff took a dayv ofT to assist the farmers
in their &hervest. 411 felt good riding cdown the highway secing
signboards and gss stations sgain.

- NOV. 18, 1942 FISH FISH FISH |
Air is biting cold cutside and the Ilimsy borracks quiver like
jellor - on a ¢hill morning. It's & good thing, {/RA had the fore-
sight of insuleting these army boairzcks cnd installed coel stoves
in each epertment; otherwisec we'll ireeze this winter. The G.I.

blanksts a 2 1 hey keep us warm. '
We had fish egoin todoy.. Ib's fish, fish, fish, clrost ev-
ery otherday. Issci love fish but Iwill go for hemburXgers any doy
Tonight I +tonsted socme brend oa the stove to avert "storve-
tion®, I'm dreaming. of & thiek juicy tenderloin swwothocred with

rawy onions.

DEC.1,1942 NCSTALGIA

I've been going to The Digpoteh officecevery night Tor two
wezks now to run the mogezine pages on the mimco-mcochine, Xumio
Oteni  stoyed up with me $ill one in thc morning with gowdy grocn
and red iak smoared oa our facces., _
¥rank Tenebe dropped in after a dance and jcined us.

ted his experiences working in the salmea cannecries of Alaske,
e walked home slowly and weary between the dark rows of barracks
reminiscing the Yecivilization™ we left behind. We thought of the

" pink salmons sparkling in the sun, the herdness of the sidewalks,
the sorhomore hons, the favorits hot dog stzand, The Big Game, the
splotehes of gollen popries on the green hills of Moraga, the-

FHe rela-
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thundering clatter of Lrollnys on Geary and the kindly oid pro-
fessor in his dark office in ‘heeler hall.,

I slipped in between dusi~ladened blaniets guietly so as not
to awaiken my father who snored and creaked in an army cot nearby.

DEC.27,1942 NEW YEAR PREPARATION

You can alwavq depend on these dye-in-the-wool issei to have
the traditional ‘'mochi', or rice biscuits, on .jew Year whereaver
they may be. en in the blocis are busily pounding steamed rice
ié improvised ‘usu® built in the laundry rooms. Women are mold-

ng patty cakes, singing and laughing. The gpirit is ez itrerely
nlgh. lien will have to do w1tpont their beloved saize this year.

JAN. 22,1943 WHITE CHRISTMAS

A heavy blanket of virgin white sno oW Had_settJ_ed dowa on the
dust-caked floor ef Tule Iake Gurizg the night; everything is
white as far as the eyes can see. Tue hills in tha distance are
1liks mounds of ice cream. The drab brown barracas szarkle in re-
iresnlnb drape of white. It gives & guy = healthy, erisy feeling.

Christmas and HNew Year had passed by eventlessiy. Littie
tykss are playing in the snow, unminsful of the sharp e¢hill wing.
”hese iids have never seen saow in their livea. soEt

4 letter came from FPrivate £hil Gda from hissouri. . A ecouple
weexs ago, he seat me a woolea army searti for Ceristmas. "he
Christmas Tor us nisei soldiers was very airferent from that of
the whites,” he remarked. "They received gifts from folks back
home but we gave to our people in camps. Hobody expected gifts
and only a f'ew received them but evervbody saved and bought very
lieavily out of their army pay. Al nisei soldiers were gled to
have been in a position to~ - meke their people happy. TI% Was in-
‘deed the Tirst time when Christmas meant something to us.’

FEB 15,1943 DECiS!ON OF A LIFETIME

The army is in thz process of registering all nale citizzas to
Tind out wherc their loyalty lies. : {

"What the holl," saye 2 ¢ 7, ™ie heve to plan our future cour—
ses sccording to how we were treated in theo past. .11 our lives,
‘both our perents and > besn kicked around like unwanted
dogs. e never 2ot & Thers is no futurec for us ip JAmer—
ica. Being pushed into ce Wa such as this is evidcnes cnough."

Aithaugnl_nveryone is ontitled to his or her own convietion,
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down’ in my heart I hope people with sentiments like these are in
minority. It is +too much for me waen some of ny rriends whom I
have asspeiated closely all my life talk like this. ZHvacuation
was a tragic mistaie. The effect is slowly werping everyone's
minds to cynicism and defeatism.

I don't want to be bitter and cynical. I waat to look shead:
to be- . far-sktghted enough to look beyoad my petty grievanees,
whims and desires. I have a lifetime fto live in America and I'm
not geoing to throw it away now I realize that I'm meking =z de-
cision i'of 'mv-1ife and my mind 1s_zrﬁe up. My convietieca ha al-
ways been the same.

FEB. 19, 1943 UNSHAKABLE FAITH

This morning I strolled over to the ad building and register=
ed. The .questions were simpie. Question. 27 asnd 28 asted me if
I were still loyel to ths Unit cd States. I signed 'yes' to both
of them and wralled out Teeling relieved.

MAR. 4, 1943 SIDE BY

A few of Washington's cigar smokin men in their soft
leathier <chairs are charzing that we are ing laﬁ@areq and cod-
dled. . I certainly would lilke o have one of them live with me
for a  week and eat end sleep with us in our dingy barracks. TH
like o0 -ses him sit side by side with me in the latrine, 1I%
wouldn'!t be long before he ’ll start yelling sbout his constitu-
tional: rights.

APR, 11,1943 STRANGE HAPPINESS

I must admit thet dancing is one of the few pastimes whiech
sesms . to Xgen my morale uyp. Cpportunities for soeial contzects
are abundent end I'm not eremped with expensive formzlitizs such
&s Tanecy clothés, .cor, barbecue stands and "big an.e" orchestras

Lost night, the Bachelors® Club, of which I m the 7th vies
bresident, sponsored the debut of iicky Tenc..a's new donce or-
chestra. It wos 2 golr dance gnd the club "rothers™ hod speeinl-
ly ordered-gerdenia - coro;gcs for their dctes, iy pertner wore it
in her: heir. There were program deonces cnd I geve on to Hiro
Urstsu - who wented to see who I brougiht, znd I exchrnged others
with Herry Inukei, Mes Ogerc znd Fos Inzda, the gong at the off-
ice. Mickey dedicrted o number for me. Ie ployed, "The Jaltz
You Scved For Me," my fovorite number. I came home with o
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strange feeling of happiness. To fesl happy in a camp like this

struck me étrange.
I'm locking forward to the "Spring Informal™ next Saturday.

MAY 12,1943 GOING ,GOING ,GOING

Joni Shimoda is leaving for Chicago tomorrow. Grace Asai, Stan
Sugiyama, Roy Yokote, I and some of his close friends were invit-
ed to a farewell party tonight. It gives me an empty feeling to
watch the fellows, whom Ifve become attached to during my stay
here, leave one by one. Riley also leaves tomorrow. Art Mori-
mitsu says he has no other alternative but to volunteer for the
Army to show his loyalty. He has applied for Camp Savage.

MaY 5 0¥43 THE OUTRLODK

Now that I have made plans to leave the Project, I feel like
staying here a little longer. Life here has made me soft and in-
dolent. I'm clothed, sheltered and I don't have to worry about
where my next meal is coming from. I feel as though Ifve become
a part of the dust. I no longer gripe about the physical con-
ditions of tnis camp.

There is no economic pressure living in a socialized world
such as here, and I am living day to day in purposeless drifting,
planning frivolous things to do tumorrow. It's funny.....I want
to prolong this sort of life but if I procrastinated I'1ll be here
for the duration and I don't want to be here when the war ends.
My better conscience tells me that the socner I re-establish my-
self in a normal American community, the better I would be pre-
pared to mest the post-war future.

I must go out and make my living the hard way again. Yet doubt
and fear disturb my mind. Would I be. jumping out of a frying pan
into the fire? ill I be happy ocutside in a strange community?
To go out means t0 dspart from my life-long friends. It means to
tear myself away from a 1life of comparative case znd security to
start life all over again. It makes me feel weary. I hope this
will be the last time I'1ll have to move again.
AND----o-------;--o-.-oooo--o-n---n-o--o------------.----:-------
this is the brief story of a poor bewildered nisei and his many
problems. Although government cgencies and the public are doing
all they can for him, he knows too well that in the end only he

can save himself. ' 2

{

s

e
clBELLS FIRST RIMIVERSARY

— The pailg Tulcan piapatc& S’ta/f R

EDITOR—IK—CEIJF.......................Tsuyoshi Nalamursa
Managing ﬂditor............................Eugene CUkada
Literary Editor.........................George Nakamura
Research BAItOrseccccssncvosnessansesnenssWilliam Usugza
BASE BELBON <505 s s Wike b na's »ova dd sl ws s b Wil Otani
Sports sditor & Promotion Hanager.e.e.ee.Hidec Shintaku
MEke-un BALEOT: icsesthstsinniness ot innsnsesDick Kurihara
Cireulction uanager........................Earry Inukai
Reportorial Staff..........Hidemaru Sato, Rose Serizawa
Fumiiro Yumibe

: Hariko Suzukét

BPBEREE, 5at . a5 e dienisins an s s si e MASAD Inacda, Dick Furihara
James llatsuo, Yukio Ozaki

P CaY e et vl JiERE Saito, litsuko Kazeta
Grace Utani

«« s »-Masaoc Cgawa, Harry Inukai

sssasssssKeant Morimuns

Mary Cshire




gié/iog'za/;o/zg

A TWUCHSTOMNZE O DELOCR:LY, Council for Social Ac-
tion, OCongregationai Churches, 229 Tourth
ive., New York City, 1942. 10 cents.

B eS| kS T L 2 3

DEMOCRACY MND JAPLANASE AMERIC.HMS, by WNorman Tho-
mas. J4ugust 1942. Post lfar Jorld Council,
112 . 19th St., ifew York City. O ceats.

JAPATESE REFUGESS, by Galen Fisher. The
Christien Century, &pril 1, 1942.

W)
IO
Toglan Committee Report,

PLCIFIC CITIZEY,. Japanese -
gue's weekly organ. 415-15 Beason Building,
Salt Luke City, Utah. $2.50 per year. :
DATLY TULE W.LISPATCT, Tule Lake rroject,
location Authority, wewell, California

JIPATESE TN T UNITED STAIES, by Dr. Yamato
Iehiheshi.

futhority,

gl iareh 18-June 20 1942,
Tielocction Jutuocrity, washington D.C.




R0 eatuobl



