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THE WONG ANCESTORS.

(N arrative  to  be i l lu s t r a t e d  by f i lm s t r ip s .  Each a s te r i s k  
in d ic a te s  when the next p ic tu re  i s  to  be thrown 011 the 
sc re e n ).

*
This i s  the s to ry  o f a group of. people v;ith the wrong a n c e sto rs- -

ホ

the s to ry  o f people with Japanese names and fa c e s  and a d e sire  to  fo llow  

the American way of l i f e .  But because they liv e d  in  a s t r a te g ic  

m ilita ry  area on the P a c i f ic  C oast, t h i s  way o f l i f e  was in terru p ted , 

and they were evacuated a s  a group from th e ir  homes and p laced  in 

i s o la te d  conm anities fa r th e r  in lan d .

ホ

一: : : :
they were born in  th is  country. Only a sm all portion  o f the American 

"born have ever been o u tsid e  o f the boundaries o f the United S ta te s#

These people were not much d if fe r e n t  from the r ^ s t  of America in th e ir  

crccupations and p ro fe ss io n s- - in  th e ir  c u ltu ra l and economic le y e ls *

Before P earl Harbor, they were occupied with the usual a c t i v i t i e s

本

o f home and fam ily—'business-—sch ool. About 45 per cent o f  them were 

farm people, some of them la b o re rs , and some su c c e ss fu l op erators who
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were ab le  to  send th e ir  ch ildren  to  c o lle g e *  Thousands liv e d  in

crowded co lon ies in  West Coast c i t i e s *

*
Then came the war--«the danger o f in f i l t r a t io n  o f Japanese agents 

or even invasion# The s itu a t io n  in  .the P a c i f ic  a t that time was desperate*

本

Time did not permit so r t in g  the lo y a l from the d is lo y a l .  So, e a r ly  in  

March, 1942, m ilita ry  au th oriM es decided th at in  the in te r e s t  o f 

n a tio n a l se c u r ity , a l l  persons o f Japanese an cestry  would have to  be 

excluded from the P a c if ic  Coast a re a .

At f i r s t  th ese  'people w ere■ fre e  to  s e 七t i e  whare they lik e d  out­

sid e  o f the r e s t r ic t e d  zones. A few thousand moved—but fe e lin g  was h igh .

The public  d is tr u s te d  a l l  J a p a n e s e v io le n c e  was th reaten ed . As ,a r e s u l t ,

*
voluntary  evacuation  was abandoned— and on March 2 S , 1942, an o rd erly ,

p ro tected  system  of evacuation  was e s ta b lish e d  by the Army. . To care fo r

*
"the evacuees tem porarily , the Army h u rried ly  prepared assembly cen ters 

in  the evacuated area at race  trac k s  and f a i r  grounds u n t i l  more 

permanent' lo c a t io n s  could be provided fa r th e r  in lan d .
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One. o f ' tho j;o st im portant f a c t s  to  rGmember about these people 

i s  th at they are  not accused o f any a c t s  or in ten tion s aga in st the 

se c u r ity  o f the United S ta te s .  Suspected^ psople were a r re s te d  and given 

h earings and are now in internment camps or fe d e ra l p r iso n s . Thoy are 

not in  re lo c a t io n  cen ters .

木

二:
*

give up th e ir  homes and prepare to  begin  a pionaer l i f e  th at vms not

本

o f th e ir  own choosing. But there was no r e s is ta n c e *  C it iz e n s  and a lie n s  

a lik e  accepted t h i s  move as one of th e ir  co n tribu tion s to the war e f f o r t *  

As soon as co n tro lled  eva.cuation was decided upon, the War

本

R elocation  A uthority began to  look fo r  su ita b le  lo c a t io n s  fo r  the new

本

III -
本

a r e a s . But.w ith i r r ig a t io n ,  the s o i l  i s  productive, making i t  p o ss ib le  

fo r  the evacuees to produce food fo r  th e ir  own needs#
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Barr.-.ck-type b u ild in gs were constructed  under the su p erv isio n  of

the Army Engineer Oorps. This ty p ic a l  b u ild in g , covered with t a r  paper,

100 f t .  long by 20 f t .  wide, houses a t  l e a s t  fou r fa m ilie s  including

about 25 p erson s. Twelve barracks are u su a lly  grouped in to  a ’’b lock”

aiid. each block has a bath hous,e and la t r in e ,  a mess h a l l , a  re c re a tio n

h a l l , and a laundry room. Ther6 are no cooking f a c i l i t i e s  or running

water in the apartments.

By A u g u s t ,1942, the evacuation  had been completed by t r a in  and

b a s . Evacuees who were handicapped were given  n ecessary  a tte n tio n ­

lik e  th i s  g i r l  who was brought by ambulance,

A bleak  p ic tu re  was presented to  the evacuees on th e ir  a r r iv a l

a t  the re lo c a t io n  cen ters* D ust, h eat, and sagebrush,. Here new a r r iv a l s

are tak in g  th e ir  baggage to th e ir  apartm ents in  a haze o f  d a s t . The

government provided each, evacuee with, a c o t , a'strB_w -;filled m attress

and b lan k e ts, and fo r  each apartm ent, a h eating stove* But qu arters

are cramped, and with the exception  o f food p rep aratio n , most homo

a c t i v i t i e s  must be c a rr ie d  on in  one room*
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本

j?100d i s  served in  mess h a l l s , ' c a fe t e r ia  s t y le .  Menus include

both American and Japanese type food . The point ra tio n in g  system a p p lie s

to  evacuees ju s t  as i t  does to  other c iv i l i a n s ,  and the food co st i s

about 40 cen ts a day per person .

*
M eaical care i s  provided without charge and a h o sp ita l  was included

本

in  the b a sic  construction  by the Army* Evacuees comprise most o f the

木

m sdical s t a f f ,  includ in g d octors, n u rses, d e n t is t s ,  and n u rse sf a id e s*

But the ch ie f m edical o f f ic e r  and ch ie f nurse are C iv i l  Serv ice  appointees

、ホ

Education through the h igh-school le v e l  i s  a lso  provided by the

ments o f the s t a t e  in  which the center i s  lo c a te d . About h a lf  thp . 

teach ers are evacuees*

la r g e s t  s in g le  group of workers i s  engaged in  the handling o f food.

C-0213-P11-N0BU-C0S-¥P



These include not only the chefs and cooks, but warehousemen, truck

d r iv e r s , and so on. Under the su p erv ision  o f appointed personnel,

*
evacuees make up the p o lice  fo rc e , and tho f i r e  department• Few

本

se r io u s f i r e s  have occurred, ■ thanks to the v ig ila n c e  o f  tiie evacuees«

*
Because 1EA provides only b a s ic  needs, evacuees have developed 

many sery icesi'O f th e ir  own* They operate s to r e s —personal se rv ice  shops— 

and other types o f consumer e n te rp r ise s *  These are run on a cooperative 

p lan , and most o f the b u sin ess e n te rp r ise s  have been in corporated ,

木

Evacuees a lso  work in  the adm in istratiY e o f f i c e s ,  a s  s e c r e ta r ie s ,

*
accoun tants, draftsm en, and so on. They operate and m aintain motor 

equipment, tru ck s, t r a c t o r s ,  and c a rs  which are  n ecessary  in  operatin g

the centers#

*
One of the major a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the re lo c a t io n  cen ters i s  food

本

production . Because much o f the land was raw d e se rt , sagebrush had to

木

be c le a re d  away and ir r ig a t io n  system s developed* Xn A rkansas, the land

had to  be c leared  o f t r e e s  and drainage provided* With much of t h i s

本

prelim inary  work done by now, the evacuees w il l  produce most o f the
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v e g e tab le s , p o u ltry , e g g s , and meat anitnals th a t w i l l  be needed fo r  th e ir  

own food requirem ents•

本

A n atu ra l impulse fo r  the evacuees was to  make l iv in g  in  the 

cent-ers a s  n early  a s  p o ssib le  lik e  that； in  a normal c〇nununi,ty'» Making 

homes out o f s in g le  room, compar'biiieii'bs was tiie fir s t-  s te p *  WRA su pp lied  

n a te r ia l s  fo r  l in in g  the w a lls , but the work was done by the evacuees# 

Their d ecorative  s k i l l  extended evon to  the o u tsid e  o f the b arrack s, 

landscaping with n ative  m a te r ia ls . V icto ry  gardens provide e x tra s  fo r  

mess h a l l s .

木

R e lig io u s se rv ic e s  o f many f a i t h s  and denom.ina'bioiis are  hold in

*

the ce n te rs , and about h a lf  of the evacuees are  C h ristian * This i s

本

a C h ristian  su n rise  se rv ic e . Each center has i t s  own newspaper— 

in  se v e ra l ca se s p rin ted , but u su a lly  mimeographed- - done e n tIre ly  by the

本

evacuees. A form of coinnuinity government has been developed with an 

e le c te d  council # iic h  has the r ig h t  to  enact re g u la tio n s governing the 

conduct o f the cen ter re sid en ts^  and a Ju d ic ia l  coiMiission which s i t s  

in  judgment when the re g u la t io n s  are broken*
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C la sse s  for ad u lts  are held in  many su b je c t s *  Two o f the most 

popular are American h is to ry , and among the o lder people, the E n glish  

language• Most of the young people, o f course, have been educated in

本

American sch o o ls . R ight now, v ocatio n al r e tra in in g  courses are a t t r a c t in g

本

many o f those who plan  to  re lo c a te  o u tsid e  the c e n te r . N ation al o rgan iza­

t io n s  have a c tiv e  chapters in  the ce n te rs—Boy Sco u ts, G ir l H eserves, YMCA

本

and."YWGil* There are m usical o rg an iza tio n s, such a s  ch oral groups, some

o f which have presented  su c c e ss fu l concerts in neighboring towns. Many

*
o f the o lder people fin d  re la x a t io n  in  a com plicated game resem bling

氺

ch ess. And o f course the s o c ia l  l i f e  o f the eommunity fo r  the .'young people 

would not be complete withoui: dances♦

木

Although equipment i s  meager, sp o rts  are popu lar• F o o tb a ll- -  

b a sk e tb a ll .  At some cen ters evacuee teams played lo c a l  teams in  n ear- t

f i r s t  mishap on sk a te s*
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But i t  i s  obrioua th at bo au tt^r how fu lly  the evacuee's ti®e i s

二亡： ::::： : : : : ：r
o f ehULdren become d iffie m lt. Sor i s  i t  easy to  good

M erleane nhm they are d«iiied th« baale ejhril r ig h ts . Farthenssre, ih «

aaiiQ a i s  lo sin g  thousands o f er«ry digr as Xcsig as these p«〇|»l«

z*ejaaia in  r«100ati<m e n te r s *  For thds« r^s<m e# the War Beloeatloo

Authority, id ih  the approval o f the liar D«p&rtQient and the FBIf has be«a

pm dX tin g and ®icouraging lo y a l evaeue^s to  leave r^Loeaticfi eont«x%*

fsn  thousand evaouees helped to  hardest migar b«et md pot&to

#
$rqps im, ih « W«stam sta te s  in  ih « f a l l  o f 1% 2* Many o f th «s« 

imre hired on & perm&n«»t b aals and did not return to  the e«Kiters« 

l^dar the si^ rv islc m  o f th * la r  H elocation Authority tbm 

res«ttlem m t program nioTed ahead, u n til i&or« than 3〇#〇〇〇 p«〇pl@ wera 

reestabuLished in  |»dY&t# l i f e  in  vaxloos p arts o f the comitry* 

sa fe ty  o f n ati如  rvcplrsd  th at preeautlcms be taken to  keep dangerous

or p o ten tia lly  dangers from, being re leased . Each cas« «a s considered

11141Tid^oallj* 1%i« War Eeloe&ti<m kut^ov±tyfB &m r^soz^is the evaeuses}
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雄d 如 l a  the hai'ids ol* ;f<ider&X In telX lg肋ee was

g l▼败  eim siderati如 • /

#

I® ajiao-Xy on Januaxy X9^5 fehw# W®st®3H5 &cJTcsib# 0c級!istud, %h香

bramsh o f th^ uhleh ^ ig ln aX ly  ox*如rsd  e'v城ustti如，M®0ved tit#

ぬasket re s tr ie tia a »  峨 ily iag  t© th « C oast. At the same time eertaln  

person* o f Japanese desctaat « m  in d iv id u a l^  excluded trom the W#»t Coast 

area . Wsmever, a i l  o th ers, ineluding the great Hmjority in  th« r « io e a ti« i 

ceatmrs may non go an^wh«pe i s  the ^ait«<l S ta te s ,

*

fo  tlie proeess o f reloe&tlofi the Waur BRXoe&tloa Amthoriiy

has «stab U »l»d  f ie ld  o ffie e s , both in  the W«it Co&st area and i a  oth»r 

Jc#；f e lt ie a  tto>ugiK>ut the • Employers wik〇 w it  voz^cars and e T&euees

who «ant jobs ean get in  touch with <me another thz>〇ygh these o f f le e s *

Other gormmmnt ag«neies and private  grcmpa are cooperating in  Um work 

o f reloeatiosi,

#  %

Bat mi want to  t«XX ycm about aiu>ther grotsp o f ywmg, men i^k> have 

relo cated . Ia  January 1%3 ttm tSar Departm^it arnioune«d the fom aU oa o f



^ UL ^

a  teaa ojf i^ zd can s o f dapaoieaMi
吻，

More tiiaQ twelve hundred young men fr(m  the reloeation  een i^ s^

油〇 H3i*e o f the eoavieti<m that America ims north figh tin g to^9 Tolimtmmd 

一 • •

This nas only the beginning* One year la te r  the Aroy b^gan again 

io  in tact c itiz e n s o f Japanese ancestry through the regu lar S « l«e tiv «  

Service systaai^ ^ad now a lie n s are pem lttdd  to  vol^aiteer fop Army serv ice« 

I  aa ®ur® you have a i l  he&rd o f the exp lo its o f th « One ftedredth  

BAtiaLlcm and Team «>— c<»|3〇sed o f Aa^ricana wl^h

<JapmiGae face s — f lu t in g  with to io r in  I ta ly  md France* Tnelnd,«^ 

those from Haiwali and the xsaialand raore than 13f 000 h&Te entered the

Others h&rm takm. th e ir  p laces again in  eo m m ltie s outside th« 

re lo eatio a  e « ite r s  *  Th«y are  working in  fa c to r ie s , in  ia

homes and in  ah^>s» *  A great numbor are again on farms helping produe« 

i'ood so TltaX to  v ic to ry . *  ^xt thore are s t i l l  thoasands in  tho
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centersf with J ^ l l s  o f many idlnds* The War Relocation Authority plans 

to c lo se  a l l  the e船tttiM a s socxi as tb抑 •  ean b# ?#1.〇6杜城

in  c<^Bmmities tfhere they n U l not b« d isoriaiB ated  again st 一  beeaus« 

tli«y have wton$^ ancestors •

The p#opXe o f A fr ic a  —• in d lv id iially  and eolX eetlT tly —* w ill 

d®t>erxslne *  how soon t^hls can be aecoas^Xishdd* Hie Aae'rican pe〇p2.» n  

be able to  help these men, vfommi and e611dp«a to find p laee * in  jEtof«mal 

cc«am^mi^ies as s o lf  respectin g, s e l f  supporting people 一  c斑itributin g

朞

th « lr  share to  our fig lrt* £̂ r aeoaptjUig eracue^s and giving tta a  ih « 

^portrn iity  to  liv e  normal l iv e s , we, the American p€〇p le , w ill make a 

icmg sfcrid， forward *  in  g iv ir^  sign ifican ce to tih« democratic nay a f  l i f e

fo r iM eh we are figh tin g
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(16 M illim eter Sound Film )
(BOTH IN  COLOR AND IN BLACK-&-WHIT55

Follow ing the a tta c k  on P earl Harbor, the Secre tary  of War, a f t e r  co n su lta tio n  
w ith the eoimnanding general of the Western Defense Gonmiand and otiier o f f i c i a l s  and 
agencies of the Government, authorized the evaouation o f c it iz e n s  o f Japanese descent 
and Japanese a lie n s  from the P a c if ic  C oast. The o b jec tiv e  was to  evacuate the e n tire  
population  of Japanese an cestry  from the se n s it iv e  and threatened m ilita ry  a r e a , エt  
was a precautionary  measure and ca rr ie d  no im plication s o f in d iv id u al d is lo y a lty *

Aboiit 110,000 American c it iz e n s  o f Japanese an cestry  and Japanese a lie n s  were 
a ffe c te d  by the order* They were sent to  re lo c a tio n  cen ters operated by the War Re­
lo c a tio n  A uthority , a government agenoy created  fo r  the s p e c i f ic  ta sk  of handling tho 
evacuees and th e ir  p ro p e rtie s *

On January 2 ,1 9 4 5  the m ilita ry  ordered the ban l i f t e d .  The d ec isio n  to  re ­
scind the ban had been, announced December 1 7 , 1944# a day before  ■fch© U#S t Supremo
Court ru led  in 七 he Misuye Endo case th a 七 ,*“ " A  c i  七 izen  who i s  concedely lo y a l pre-
sen ts no problem of espionage or sabotage . Loyalty  i s  a m atter o f 七he heart and 
mind and not of raoe , creed or co lo r * Ke who i s  lo y a l i s  by d e fin it io n  not a spy or 
a s a b o te u r * * * *11

L i f七ing o f 七he m ilita r y  ban meant th at a l l  lo y a l Japanese Americans and law- 
ab id ing Japanese a lie n s  were free  to  return  to  the P a c if ic  Coast i f  they so ohose, 
ju s t  as they had been f r e e ,  during the n early  three years they were banned from the 
P a c if ic  C oast, to  locate, anywhere e lse  in the United S ta te s *

The WRA has prepared a sound f ilm  of the sto ry  o f the evacuees, 七he la r g e s t  
mass h egira in h is to ry , g iv ing  many c ro ss- se c t io n s  o f the evacuation  from th0 P a c if ic  
C oast, s e t t l in g  in camps, readjustm ent o f l iv e s  of men, Koraen and ch ild ren , re looa- 
七ion in other seo七ions o f the country and 七he 七！*a in in g  o f Japanese American s o ld ie r s ,  
many of whom have a lread y  givon 七h eir l iv e s  fo r  our ooim try, w ith 17,600 in United 
S ta te s  Army uniform s.

The film , ^Challenge to  Demooracy,,t i s  a v a ila b le  to  any group o f 50 or more 
person s, c lu b s, church groups, f r a 七e rn a l, "business and labor o fgan iza七io n s•

There i s  no charge fo r  use o f the f ilm . In some oases a sound p ro jec to r  w ith 
operator w il l  be av a ilab le #  B ecau se .o f the lim ited  number o f copies of the film , we 
would ap p recia te  s e v e r a l七en ta tiv e  dates being furn ished  u s .

I f  your organ ization  i s  in te re s te d , w rite fo r  uChallenge 七o Democracyu today* 
Address your reques七 t o :

UCHALLSUGE TO DEMOCHACY,r
War R elocation  A uthority
U *S. Department of the In te r io r
Room 嫩 957
1031 So. Broadway
Los A ngeles, C a lifo rn ia

T eleph one P R o sp ect 4 7 1 1 , E x te n s io n  740


