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THE WONG ANCESTORS.

(Narrative to be illustrated by filmstrips. Each asterisk
indicates when the next picture is to be thrown o1 the
screen).

This i: the story of a group of. people v;ith the wrong ancestors--
the story of people with Japanese names and faces and a desire to follow
the American way of life. But because they lived in a strategic
military area on the Pacific Coast, this way of life was interrupted,

and they were evacuated as a group from their homes and placed in

isolated conmanities farther inland.

they were born in this country. Only a small portion of the American

"born have ever been outside of the boundaries of the United States#

These people were not much different from the r~st of America in their

crccupations and professions--in their cultural and economic leyels*

Before Pearl Harbor, they were occupied with the usual activities

of home and family—'business-—school. About 45 per cent of them were

farm people, some of them laborers, and some successful operators who
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were able to send their children to college* Thousands lived in
crowded colonies in West Coast cities*
*

Then came the war--«the danger of infiltration of Japanese agents
or even invasion# The situation in .the Pacific at that time was desperate*
Time did not permit sorting the loyal from the disloyal. So, early in
March, 1942, military authoriMes decided that in the interest of
national security, all persons of Japanese ancestry would have to be
excluded from the Pacific Coast area.

At first these 'people weretfree to se tie whare they liked out-
side of the restricted zones. A few thousand moved—but feeling was high.
The public distrusted all Japaneseviolence was threatened. As.,a result,

*
voluntary evacuation was abandoned—and on March 2 S,1942, an orderly,
protected system of evacuation was established by the Army. . To care for
*
"the evacuees temporarily, the Army hurriedly prepared assembly centers

in the evacuated area at race tracks and fair grounds until more

permanent'locations could be provided farther inland.
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One.o f'tho j;ost important facts to rGmember about these people
is that they are not accused of any acts or intentions against the
security of the United States. Suspected” psople were arrested and given
hearings and are now in internment camps or federal prisons. Thoy are

not in relocation centers.

*

give up their homes and prepare to begin a pionaer life that wvms not

of their own choosing. But there was no resistance* Citizens and aliens

alike accepted this move as one of their contributions to the war effort*
As soon as controlled eva.cuation was decided upon, the War

Relocation Authority began to look for suitable locations for the new

areas. But.with irrigation, the soil is productive, making it possible

for the evacuees to produce food for their own needs#
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Barr.-.ck-type buildings were constructed under the supervision of

the Army Engineer Oorps. This typical building, covered with tar paper,

100 ft. long by 20 ft. wide, houses at least four families including

about 25 persons. Twelve barracks are usually grouped into a "block”

aiid. each block has a bath hous,e and latrine, a mess hall,a recreation

hall, and a laundry room. Ther6 are no cooking facilities or running

water in the apartments.

By August,1942, the evacuation had been completed by train and

bas. Evacuees who were handicapped were given necessary attention-

like this girl who was brought by ambulance,

A bleak picture was presented to the evacuees on their arrival

at the relocation centers* Dust, heat, and sagebrush,. Here new arrivals

are taking their baggage to their apartments in a haze of dast. The

government provided each, evacuee with, a cot, a'strB_w-;filled mattress

and blankets, and for each apartment, a heating stove* But quarters

are cramped, and with the exception of food preparation, most homo

activities must be carried on in one room?*
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jbod is served in mess halls,'cafeteria style. Menus include
both American and Japanese type food. The point rationing system applies

to evacuees just as it does to other civilians, and the food cost is

about 40 cents a day per person.

*

Meaical care is provided without charge and a hospital was included
in the basic construction by the Army* Evacuees comprise most of the
msdical staff, including doctors, nurses, dentists, and nursesfaides*

But the chief medical officer and chief nurse are Civil Service appointees

Education through the high-school level is also provided by the

ments of the state in which the center is located. About half thp .

teachers are evacuees*

largest single group of workers is engaged in the handling of food.
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These include not only the chefs and cooks, but warehousemen, truck

drivers, and so on. Under the supervision of appointed personnel,
evacuees make up the police*force, and tho fire departments Few
serious fires have occurred, r1thanks to the vigilance of tiie evacuees«

Because 1EA*pr0vides only basic needs, evacuees have developed
many seryicesi'Of their own* They operate stores—personal service shops—
and other types of consumer enterprises* These are run on a cooperative
plan, and most of the business enterprises have been incorporated,

Evacuees also work in the administratiYe offices, as secretaries,

*

accountants, draftsmen, and so on. They operate and maintain motor
equipment, trucks, tractors, and cars which are necessary in operating
the centers#

One of the major acti:/ities at the relocation centers is food
production. Because much of the land was raw desert, sagebrush had to
be cleared away and irrigation systems developed* Xn Arkansas, the land

had to be cleared of trees and drainage provided* W.ith much of this

preliminary work done by now, the evacuees will produce most of the
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vegetables, poultry, eggs, and meat anitnals that will be needed for their
own food requirementss

A natural impulse for the evacuees was to make living in the
cent-ers as nearly as possible like that in a normal ¢ nununity’» Making
homes out of single room, compar'biiieii'bs was tiie first- step* WRA supplied
naterials for lining the walls, but the work was done by the evacuees#
Their decorative skill extended evon to the outside of the barracks,
landscaping with native materials. Victory gardens provide extras for
mess halls.

Religious services of many faiths and denom.ina'bioiis are hold in
the centers, and about half of the evacuees are Christian* This*is
a Christian sunrise service. Each center has its own newspaper—
in several cases printed, but usually mimeographed--done entlrely by the
evacuees. A form of coinnuinity government has been developed with an
elected council #iich has the right to enact regulations governing the

conduct of the center residents® and a Judicial coiMiission which sits

in judgment when the regulations are broken*
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Classes for adults are held in many subjects* Two of the most

popular are American history, and among the older people, the English

languages Most of the young people, of course, have been educated in

American schools. Right now, vocational retraining courses are attracting

many of those who plan to relocate outside the center. National organiza-

tions have active chapters in the centers—Boy Scouts, Girl Heserves, YMCA

and."YWGil* There are musical organizations, such as choral groups, some

of which have presented successful concerts in neighboring towns. Many

*

of the older people find relaxation in a complicated game resembling

chess. And of course the social life of the eommunity for the .'young people

would not be complete withoui: dancess

Although equipment is meager, sports are populare Football--

basketball. At some centers evacuee teams played local teams in near- t

first mishap on skates*
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But it is obrioua that bo autt™r how fully the evacuee's ti®e is

E N NN E ®E ®E =
E N RN E ®E ®E = r
of ehULdren become diffiem It. Sor is it easy to good
Merleane nhm they are dc«iiied th« baale ejhril rights. Farthenssre, ih«
aaiiQa is losing thousands of er«ry digr as Xcsig as these p« |»l«
z*ejaaia in r«100ati<m enters* For thds« r*s<me# the War Beloeatloo
Authority, idih the approval of the liar D«p&rtQient and the FBIf has be«a
pmdXting and ®icouraging loyal evaeue”™s to leave r*Loeaticfi eont«x%*
fsn thousand evaouees helped to hardest migar b«et md pot&to
#
$rgps im ih« W«stam states in ih« fall of 1%2* Many of th«s«
imre hired on & perm&n«t baals and did not return to the e«Kiters«

Indar the si*rvislcm of th* lar Helocation Authority tbm
res«ttlemmt program nioTed ahead, until i&or« than 3 # p« pl@ wera
reestabulLished in »dY&t# life in vaxloos parts of the comitry*
safety of nati  rvcplrsd that preeauticms be taken to keep dangerous

or potentially dangers from, being released. Each cas« «as considered

11141Tid Noallj* 1%« War Eeloe&ti<m kut™ovztyfB &m r”soz/is the evaeuses}
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d la the hai'ids ol* f<ider&X IntelXlg ee was

glv eimsiderati - /

[Bjiao-Xy on Januaxy X5 fwt WRHRBHb &cllesib# Oc  listud, %h
bramsh of th” uhleh ~iglnaXly ox* rsd e'v ustti M®oved tit#
asket restrietiaa» ilyiag t© th« Coast. At the same time eertaln
person* of Japanese desctaat «m individual® excluded trom the Wit Coast
area. Wsmever, ail others, ineluding the great Hmjority in th« r«ioeati«i

ceatmrs may non go anwh«pe is the “ait«<| States,

fo tlie proeess of reloe&tlofi the War BRXoe&tloa Amthoriiy
has «stabU»I»d field offiees, both in the W«it Co&st area and ia oth»r
J#f eltiea tto>ugiK>ut the « Employers wk w it voz~cars and e T&euees
who «ant jobs ean get in touch with <me another thz> ygh these offlees*
Other gormmmnt ag«neies and private grcmpa are cooperating in Um work
of reloeatiosi,

# %
Bat mi want to t«XX ycm about aiu>ther grotsp of ywmg, men i"k> have

relocated. la January 1%3 ttm tSar Departm”it arnioune«d the fomaUoa of
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a teaa ojf izdcans of dapaocieaMi

More tiiaQ twelve hundred young men fr(m the reloeation eeni”®s®

H3i*e of the eoavieti<cm that America ims north fighting to”9 Tolimtmmd

This nas only the beginning* One year later the Aroy b”gan again
10 intact citizens of Japanese ancestry through the regular S«l«etiv«
Service systaai® “ad now aliens are pemlttdd to voltaiteer fop Army service«
I aa ®u® you have ail he&rd of the exploits of th« One ftedredth
BAtiaLlcm and Team ©—c<»|3 sed of Aa”*ricana wi™h
<JapmiGae faces — fluting with toior in Italy md France* Tnelnd,«"

those from Haiwali and the xsaialand raore than 13f000 h&Te entered the

Others h&m takm. their places again in eom m Ities outside th«
reloeatioa e«iters * Th«y are working in factories, in ia
homes and in ah”>s» * A great numbor are again on farms helping produe«

i'ood so TltaX to victory. * “xt thore are still thoasands in tho
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centersf with JA1ls of many idInds* The War Relocation Authority plans
to close all the e (tttiM as socxi as th ean b# ?#1.6
in c<"Bmmities tfhere they nUI not b« disoriaiBated against beeaus«
tlicy have wton$™ ancestorse

The p#opXe of A frica — indlvidiially and eolXeetITtly — wiill
d®t>erxslne * how soon t*hls can be aecoas“Xishdd* Hie Aae'rican pe p2» n
be able to help these men, vioom and e6lldp«a to find plaee* in jEofrel
cccam”™mities as solf respecting, self supporting people c itributing
th«lr share to our figlrt* £Y aeoaptjUig eracue”s and giving ttaa ih«
Aportrniity to live normal lives, we, the American p€ ple, will make a
icmg sfcrid  forward * in givir® significance to tih« democratic nay af life

for iMeh we are fighting
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(16 Millimeter Sound Film)
(BOTH IN COLOR AND IN BLACK-&-WHIT55

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Secretary of War, after consultation
with the eoimnanding general of the Western Defense Gonmiand and otiier officials and
agencies of the Government, authorized the evaouation of citizens of Japanese descent
and Japanese aliens from the Pacific Coast. The objective was to evacuate the entire
population of Japanese ancestry from the sensitive and threatened military area, t
was a precautionary measure and carried no implications of individual disloyalty*

Aboiit 110,000 American citizens of Japanese ancestry and Japanese aliens were
affected by the order* They were sent to relocation centers operated by the War Re-
location Authority, a government agenoy created for the specific task of handling tho
evacuees and their properties*

On January 2,1945 the military ordered the ban lifted. The decision to re-
scind the ban had been, announced December 1 7 ,1944# a day before 1fd®© U#St Supremo
Court ruled in he Misuye Endo case tha * "A ci izen who is concedely loyal pre-
sents no problem of espionage or sabotage. Loyalty is a matter of he heart and
mind and not of raoe, creed or color* Ke who is loyal is by definition not a spy or
a saboteur****1

Lif ing of he military ban meant that all loyal Japanese Americans and law-
abiding Japanese aliens were free to return to the Pacific Coast if they so ohose,
just as they had been free, during the nearly three years they were banned from the
Pacific Coast, to locate, anywhere else in the United States*

The WRA has prepared a sound film of the story of the evacuees, he largest
mass hegira in history, giving many cross-sections of the evacuation from thO Pacific
Coast, settling in camps, readjustment of lives of men, Koraen and children, relooa-

ion in other seo ions of the country and he *aining of Japanese American soldiers,
many of whom have already givon heir lives for our ooimtry, with 17,600 in United
States Army uniforms.

The film, ~Challenge to Demooracy,t is available to any group of 50 or more
persons, clubs, church groups, fra ernal, "business and labor ofganiza ionse

There is no charge for use of the film. In some oases a sound projector with
operator will be available# Because.of the limited number of copies of the film, we
would appreciate several entative dates being furnished us.

If your organization is interested, write for uChallenge o Democracyu today*
Address your reques to:

UCHALLSUGE TO DEMOCHACY/r

War Relocation Authority

U*S. Department of the Interior
Room 957

1031 So. Broadway

Los Angeles, California

Telephone PRospect 4711, Extension 740



