








HEADQOUARTERS WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND
PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

21 June 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman, Executive Secretary
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
465 California Street

San Francisco 4, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

I am pleased to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of June 19th in which you invite me to be present
at the conference of representatives of california's
Councils of Civic Unity to be held at Sacramento on
Monday, June 25th.

I will not be zble to attend myself but I am
willing to send a representative. Unless other matters
should interfere, Colonel Watson will be the officer
selected. He will attend as an observer and will not be
prepared to enter into the discussion.

Please accept my best wishes for a successful
conference.

Sincerely youri:;;}v
T gt

H. vo PRATT
Major General, U. S. Army
Commanding




WALTER F. DEXTER & MRS. IRENE T. HEINEMAN
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 3 ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
AND DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

State of California

Department of Lducation

LOS ANGELES OFFICE

311 STATE BUILDING, Civic CENTER

June 21, 19545
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June 22, 1945

Dear Mr. Osgood:

I have examined Major M, J. Hopkin's letter with a good deal of
interest. The Major obviously is both intelligent and sincere, But his views
with respect to Jepanese-Americans are defiSéely not based on fact and, in my
estimation, they are colored by fallacious pre-conceived ideas.

An example of the non-factual basis of Major Hopkin's reasoning is
his statement of the War Department!'s view with respect to the return of
Japanese-Americans to the West Coast. The Major affirms his belief in "group

(states Hat el Tapduese-Aumercans arefrbe blomed fov not demouncing pre-war Tapdintse Prop27oncs, du
r‘esponaﬁill?yfp asselts that wme evacuees now returning to the West Coast

are not loyal "in the true sense." He writes, "Our Army said so and thinks so
today ."

Nothing could be further from the actuel truth. In the various public
statements made by military officials during the course of the evacuation, it was
emphasized that Japanese-Americans were removed en masse only because military
authorities deemed it impossible to screen the loyal from the disloyal in the
short time available for the movements. Officers in charge of the evacuation on

many occasions (as, for example, the speech of Colonel Karl Bendetsen on May <20,

v¢ \eeled
1942) Specificallgktbészﬁnéjany theory of "group responsibility" and stated their

belief in the intrinsic loyalty of large numbers of evacuees. Every act of the
War Department subsequent to the evacuation has corraborated this stand.

Thus, in January, 1942, the War Department accepted Japanese-Americans

g

as volunteers in the armed forces. Ink§sf§;;y; 1943:>Selective Service procedures
were again made applicable to Japanese—Amé;i;anél Even more to the point, the War
Department (as well as the Navy Department and the Department of Justice) has par-
ticipated in the procedures which have cleared Japanese-Americans for resettlement
throughout the United States from the very beginning of the resettlement program
in the fall of 1942. The intelligence agencies of the military forces initially

approved the principle of the preliminary program when it was first introduced by
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the War Relocation Authority. Those agencies subsequently took an active

part in clearing persons for relocation.SEEEthrough the machinery of the Special

Japanese-American Joint Board, attached to the Office of the Provost Marshal
General. This Board examined the records® of every male adult American-Japanese.

Finelly and most importantly, it was a decision of the War Department
that revoked the mass exclusion order in December, 1944. The announcement that
Japanese-Americans were to be allowed to return to their former homes on the
West Coast was made simultaneously by the Commending Genersl of the Western
Defense Commend and the Secretary of War. At that time, the former stated:

The people of the states situated within the Western

Defense Command are assured that the records of all persons

of Japenese ancestry have been carefully examined and only

those persons who have been cleared by military authorities

have been permitted to return. They should be accorded the

same treatment and allowed to enjoy the same privileges

accorded other law-abiding American citizens or residents.

Secretary Stimson in his statement also emphasized that only loyal
Japanese were being allowed to return to the West Coast. The group,he said,
had been investigated "probebly more thoroughly than any other segment of our
population." He pointed out that the "outstanding record" of Japanese-American
soldiers in all parts of the world had "shown conclusively that it is possible
to make sound judgments as to their loyalty." He asked the people of the
Western States to "accord returning persons of Japanese asncestry all the consider-
ations to which they are entitled as loyal citizens end law-abiding residents.”

In sum, it is a misstatement of fact to say that the War Department
believes Japanese-Americans are not "loyal in the true semse." It never believed
this for any except a minority of the entire group. It has, by its acceptance of
Japanese-Americans in the armed forces and the employment of Japanese-Americans at
army bases, demonstrated its belief in the basic loyalty of Jepanese-Americans.
Above gll, it has demonstrated this belief - and disavowed Mgjor Hopkins' standard
of "group responsibility" - by making it possible for the vast majority of the
evacuated persons to return to the West Coast. Rather than believing that the

majority of American-Japsnese are not loyal, the War Department by its very action
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has shown its conviction in the basic allegiance of the majority of the group.

It seems clear that if Major Hopkins is seriously impressed with the
necessity for accepting military judgment in respect to the determination of
loyalty, he would cease to oppose the return of Japanese-Americans to the West
Coast because of a single situation: Every returning person has been carefully
examined by the War Department officials, found loyal by War Department tests,
end given freedom to come to the West Coast by War Department orders.

I cite only one of several examples of Major Hopkins' tendencies to
generalize on the basis of unfavorable pre-conceived ideas. This is his lengthy
reasoning leading to the conclusion that the fact that Japanese-Americans "are
fighting bravely for us doesn't mean that they are patriotic." No more twisted
an appreisal seems possible. If willingness to serve on the battlefield (and it
must be remembered that a large proportion of American-Japanese in the Army are
volunteers) is not an incontrovertible test of one's allegiance, then certainly
no test exists. If Major Hopkins impugns the loyalty of those Japanese-Americsan
soldiers who have fought and died and who have received the nation's highest
military awards, both individuelly and in group, then whose loyalty cen he accept
without question? An extension of Major Hopkins' reasoning would cast doubt on
the loyelty of every Americen in or out of the military services. His logic
twists every law of evidence and every canon of justice.

Throughout his entire letter, Major Hopkins emphesizes the pre-war

ha
attempt of the Japanese Government thgﬂenégg the loyalty of Americans of Japanese

ancestry. Believing in group responsibility, he states that all American—Japaneée
"have grave responsibilities ageinst them" for failing to demounce Japanese spies.
By inference he makes clear that he believes Japanese agents were at least pertially
successful in their attempts "to subvert and obtain the services of every single

Jeapanese-American along the coast.”
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That Japan made serious effort to spread propaganda among the resident
Japanese population cannot be doubted. So did Germany and Italy among their
respective groups in the United States, and to a far more extensive degree. But
the mere existence of a propaganda effort is no evidence of its success. The
culpability of those at whom the progaganda is directed cannot be measured by
their efforts in opposing it. The task of combating subversive agents 1sﬁfor
the government, not for the individuel. Though the record is clear that many
American-Japgnese did actively aid our federsl intelligence services, the true
measure of Japsnese-American loyalties can only be found in their reactions to
the propaganda. Events of the first months of the war alone smply prove how
unsuccessful the efforts of Japsnese sgents were. During those months before
the evecuation not a single Japanese in Americs or Hawaii, slien or citizen, was
convicted of espionage or sabotage activities. Despite Major Hopkins' disclgimer
that Japen "could hardly expect .... white men to act as Quisslings (sic) for
them," the only persons convicted during the entire course of the W;%Egziing as
agents of Jepen (with one minor exception) have been not Japsnese, but Caucasian.

As for Major Hopking' genersl adherence to the theory of "group respon-
sibility," I can think of no doctrine more glien to American practices and
American ideels. However the mass condemnation of minority groups (for alleged
wrongs of individual members) may be prized as a tool of the totaliterien
countries, it has never, end caen never, be a device of democracy. As I have
pointed out above, it is a doctrine repudiated by our federal government. The

democratic way is to hold the individual responsible for himself. His crimes

are not those of his family, his neighborhood, or his naticnality group. Curiously

; W)
enough, Major Hopking is willing to condemn the entire Jeapanese group for

alleged failure to combat pro-Japsnese propegaenda. Without leboring the petty
+Hhe

nature of the charge, it is strange that he is not willing to look in\vlmgother

direction and give credit to the group for the many acts of valor performed by

Japanese-Americans on the battlefield.
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The basic documents cited by Major Hopkins as supporting his stand
deserve more lengthy comment that I can give at this time. He refers to (1)

General DeWitt's Final Report; Japsnese Evacuastion From The West Coast, 1942

end (2) The Report of the Dies Committee entitled Report on Japsnese Activities

(Appendix VI of the publications of the Special House Committee on UnAmerican
Activities). Like many Dies Committee reports, the latter of these two works has
been proved to be almost a random collection of hearsay, previously published
scare articles, the testimony of partial witnesses, and miscellaneous other
meterials of a similar nature. In March, 1942, Congressman Thomes Eliot of
Massachusetts and Congressman Vito Marcantonio of New York effectively demon-
strated before the House of Representatives the spurious neture of many of the
sources for the Japsnese report. The last section of the report was sctually
written by a member of the Celifornia Joint Immigration Committee. The
Committee, of course, is one of the leading enti-oriental groups in the United
States. Whatever its patriotic motives, its inability to present unbiased
evidence is certainly clear.

General DeWitt's Final Report, too, contzins meny doubtful statements

of fact and even more doubtful conclusion drawn from those facts. Studies to be

published after the war will demonstrate this. Already serious doubt has been

cast on the report by another agency of the federal government: 1n the govern-

ment's brief filed by the Department of Justice before the Supreme Court in the

case of Korematsu v. U. S. & statement specifically repudiates any reliance on

charges made in the DeWitt report. Further, General DeWitt's own dependence on
((oRogma hot acelpied by Tho Way Depprtnent, itsalf))
racial dogﬁ%Xhas been amply demonstrated. In his recommendation in favor of

evacuation, the General wrote: "The Japanese race is an enemy race and while
meny second end third generation Japsznese .... have become 'Americanized! the
racial strains are undiluted." No more unscientific statement as to the attributes

of race cculd be made.
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In thus refuting Msjor Hopkins' letter, I hope my own position in the
matter is clearly understocod. I stend simply for giving Americans of Japanese
ancestry the same rights and privileges granted to other Americans.

In the current situation, I believe that residents of the Pacific Coast
should abide by the decision of the War Department and the Federal Government to
allow Japenese-Americans to return to their former homes. This is their moral
and their legal right. I believe thst efforts made to impede the orderly re-
settlement of Japanese-Americaens are not only unjust to members of that group,
but also a positive factor in fostering genersl minority unrest in this country
end an eid in furthering the propaganda of our Japanese enemy.

To confuse Japanese-Americans with the Japanese enemy is an intellectusl
error. It is also an admission that American education and American ways of living

have feiled to produce Americans. Yet this admission is completely unwarranted —-

end proof is in the war record of Japanese-Americens numbered in the tens of

thousands who have served the country in all theatres of basttle and in many
civilien capacities. As President Roosevelt seid, "Americanism is not, and never
was, a matter of race or ancestry." For the Japanese, the slant of their eyes is

unimportant; it is the slant of their hearts which has counted.

Draft by Morton Grodzins
June 20, 1945;
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL, NINTH SERVICE COMMAND
FORT DOUGLAS, UTAH

22 June 1945

Mrs, Ruth W, Kingman
Executive Secretary
Committee on American
L65 California Street
3

\

San Francisco 4, California
Dear Mrs, Kingman:

Your kind invitation to me to attend the
the California Councils of Civic Unity is )
but the press of urgent military duties will make it impossi-

for me to attend. However, I am designating a member of
staff, Colonel Gerald L. Church, to attend. Colonel Church
will attend only in the capacity of an observer, He will not

participate in any discussion.

Very sincerely yours,

General, U. S, Army
landing




THE COUNCIL OF STATE GOVERNMENTS

1813 EAST SIXTIETH STREET., CHICAGO 87, ILLINOIS

June 22, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingmen, Executive Secretary

Pacific Coast Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play

2287 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Dorothy will tell you that I am one of the few serious deedline=-
mekers in the academic world. Therefore, I am chagrined at being so late
in getting this material to you. To account for the delay, I offer the
following: (1) dsughter Mike almost broke her nose (but didn't); (2) your
letter with Major Hopkins' letter arrived late as the result of insufficient
postage; (3) the mover dropped my typewriter down two flights of stairs; and
(4) I have had a pressing assignment for my new Boss.

What I have finally produced is both lengthy and sloppily written.
But I hope that some of it, at least, will be useful to President Sproul.
If it isn't, let me know and I will try again. I have tried to curb my in-
clinations to sneer at the Major's "scientific" questions, e.g., "what
evidence have you as to what was behind the minds of those Niseieoss?2" My
greatest difficulty was having no idea of the slani President Sproul wanted
to take or has taken in the past. If I had had a copy of his recent address,
I feel I would have been able to turn out a more satisfactory job.

If President Sproul is really interested in learning about the pre-
evacuation period (and thereby getting a more complete re tation of the
Major's letter), you might tell him there are copies of my thesis in the
Graduate Dean's office and on the third floor of Giannini Hell. I would like
him to know of its existence. Maybe Dorothy would have no objection to
allowing the President to read the manuscriptl

Cot 'ﬁily - gnd hastily,

b

p ooy e ’?/ ’
"f—,v 74 v kb
on Grodzine; Research Director
Committee on State-Local Relations







ADDRESS REPLY TO
*“THE ATTORNEY GENFRAL""
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

July 3, 1945,

Mrse Ruth We Kingm
Executive Secret
American Prinecip
L165 California S
Sen Frencisco 1,

Dear Mrs, Kingman:

ceipt of your letter

of June 25, 19,5, addressed to Mr, Victor W. Rotnem.
only in cases of very deliberate an

willful denial of the right of due process thaet the Fede

govermment would have any jt sdiction over the acti

of a judge functioning in his own courtroome You wi

the most authoritative statement of the jurisdiction of

Federal govermment in the case of Screws ve United State

decided by the Supreme Court on Ma:

T 2
aeaaq,

QBVICTORY
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39 E 10 St
NYC 3
6/35/45

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Just a note to thank you for the mass of in-
formation I received from you a long, long time ago.
I hope to be able to use it. Thus far, I haven't
been able to do much, partly because of the time
situation -- having only & certain amount since
it isn't too flexible, and also because of laziness
of which I seem to have an unusually high portion.

Now the hot weather has come along to add
to one's pleasures. However, that shouldn't stop
anyone. I do hope to get a particular type of
infomation soon so that I can write something
about relocation.

I heard somewhere that Mr. Kingman was working
with the regional FEPC in S F. Is he on pins and
needles now? Of course, one doesn't have to be
working with the agency to feel that way, but I
can imagine the insecurity one would feel in going
about his work -- not being able to plan far ahead,
etc. There's still a slim hope for something,
though it ien't much. 1I've got my fingers crossed,

It was nice of you to ask when I was coming
"home" to Cglifornia, but as things look now,
NY may very well be my home for a long time to come.
My friends, the work I love and other things that
matter are here., Of course, this is mrtly because
most of my working days have been spent here, whereas
ny California life wmax consisted of school and
infemsnerommidmen people connected with learning.
Of course, I don't ®ever expect to stop learning, but
doing it in an academic way is quite difgéerent from
picking things up on one's own and thg&atter is
much more exciting to me, besides whié¢h I don't
think I can ever make up for the things I've learned
from people and books outside of any school.

Good luck in your work -- and if you hear any
good stodes, just pass them on. My best to yOou.

QQrdially,

Ina Sugihara




Eastern Office: G Tri-State Office:
Room 1109 SBRES 615 E. & C, Building
299 Madison Ave. 17th and Curtis

NewYokCty17,N.Y.  Japanese Amencan Citizens League  Denver2 Colorado

Phone: ill 2-2459 Phone: Ch 5990
RSty An All American O}gamzatwn /of American Citizens i T

Mid-West Office: National Headquarters San Francisco Office:
Room 1008 1860 Washington Street
189 W. Madison Street 413-415 BeEasoN BLpa. TELEPHONE 5-6501 San Francisco 9, California

Chicago 2, Illinois Savt Lake City 1, Utan Phone: Tuxedo 5212

Phone: Franklin 8840 :
June 25, 1945

Mrs. Ruth Kingman

Executive Secretary

Pac. Coast Comm, on American
Principles and Fair Play
465 California St.

San Francisco 4, Calif.

Dear Mrs, Kingman:

Ne are enclosing the receipt for your kind

contribution towards Mr. Kido's travelling expense
account, We believe that Mr, Kido has already
personally acknowledged your letter and check,
but thought you would like the receipt for your
records.

s you probably know, Mr., Kido will be in
San Franeisco from Wednesday for about a week's
stay, and we are sure he will get in touch with
you when he arrives there.,

Sincerely yours,

JAPANESE

NATIONA

For Better Americans in A Greater America




JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
NATIONAL SPONSORS

ARIZONA Rev. Dr. Davip pE Sora Poor New York
Rev. Dr. HarrYy EmErson Fospick New York

Bisgor WALTER MITCHELL Phoenix

CALIFORNIA
Mgs. WALLACE B. ALEXANDER

Orinda

Benyamin W. Brack, M.D......

Oakland

Dr. MonroE DEeuTScH

Lours GOLDBLATT

Berkeley
San Francisco

KirBy PAGE

La Habra

Rt. REv. EpwaArD L. PARsONS
Rev. Dgr. Irvine F. REICHERT.

Bisuop CHARLES S. REIFSNIDER

San Francisco
San Francisco
Pasadena

Brsaop W. BERTRAND STEVENS

Josepr S. THOMPSON
Aucust VOLLMER .

Los Angeles
San Francisco
Berkeley

San Francisco

AnniE CLo WATSON
Dr. Ray Lyman WILBUR

Palo Alto

CONNECTICUT
Dr. WiLLiam ALLEN NEILSON

COLORADO

Bismor W. E. HAMMAKER
James G. Patron

FLORIDA
Dr. HamiLton HovLt

Winter Park

ILLINOIS
Dr. Epwin R. EMBREE

Dgr. CaARLES CLAYTON MORRISON
Rev. Dr. ALert W. PALMER

Chicago
Chicago

Chicago

WiLLARD TOWNSEND

KANSAS

WiLLiaAM ALLEN WHITE (1868-1944)......ooeomeeeee Emporia

MASSACHUSETTS
Dr. RaLpH BArTON PERRY

Cambridge

MICHIGAN
AucusT SCHOLLE

MISSOURI

Bisaor Epwin V. O’Hara
Bismor WiILLIAM SCARLETT.

Kansas City
St. Louis

NEBRASKA
James L. PaxTon

Omaha

NEW MEXICO
WitTER BYNNER

....Santa Fe

NEW YORK
Dr. CArL W. ACKERMAN

New York

WiLLiam AcAr

New York

Rocer N. BaLpwin

HArry LoriN Binsek

New York
New York
New York

Dr. HARRY Wo0ODBURN CHASE

New York

Reap Lewis

New York

Rev. Dr. REiNHOLD NIEBUHR

New York

GEORGE SCHUYLER

New York

New York

Dr. Joun W. THOMAS
Rev. Dr. E. McNEeiLL PoTEAT

Rochester

Mg. aAnp Mgs. HARPER SIBLEY.

Rochester

New York

NormaN THOMAS

Bisaop HEnrY St. GEORGE TUCKER

Brisaopr James E. WALsH

New York

New York

NORTH CAROLINA
Dr. Frank P. GRAHAM

Dr. Howarp W. Opum

Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill

OHIO
Georce T. TRUNDLE

Cleveland

Dr. 0. M. WaLTON

Cleveland

OREGON
E. B. MacNaucHTON

Hon. CHARLES A. SPRAGUE.....

MONROE SWEETLAND

Portland
Salem

Portland

PENNSYLVANIA
PearL S. Buck

Perkasie

Dr. Rurus M. JonEes

Haverford

Dr. FELix MoRLEY

Haverford

Dr. Joun W. Nason

Swarthmore

CLARENCE E. PICKETT.

Philadelphia

Perkasie

Ricaarp J. WALsH

TENNESSEE

Dr. DENA Frank FLEMING
JEnNNINGS PERRY

Nashville

Nashville

TEXAS
Dr. Homer P. RAINEY

Austin

UTAH
ARTHUR GAETH

Salt Lake City

Mgs. Burton W. MussER

VERMONT
DororHY CANFIELD FISHER

Salt Lake City

VIRGINIA

Rev. Dr. J. W. BiLL MARSHALI

Arlington

Richmond

WASHINGTON
Benyamin H. Kizer

Spokane

Dr. JESSE STEINER.......

Seattle

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dr. WiLL W. ALEXANDER
Raymonp Swine

Mrg. anp Mgs. CHARLES P. TAFT

HAWAII
Dr. MiLes E. Cary

Honolulu, T. H.
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL, NINTH SERVICE COMMAND
FORT DOUGLAS, UTAH

27 June 1945

Mrs. Ruth W, Kingman

Executive Secretary

Pacific Coast Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play

Room 203

465 California Street

San Francisco 4, Celifornia

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

General Shedd is temporarily awey from this headquarters.
I am, therefore, replying to your letter of June 26th for him.

Colonel Gerald L., Church, Ge Se C., of this headquarters,
will attend the conference as an observer at the meeting in
Sacremento on Friday, July 6th.

Sincerely yours,

¥ V/%Vj¢/ha/, "

ALFRED P. KITSON
Colonel, General Staff Corps
Acting Chief of Staff

o










GAVIN MCNAB, SCHMULOWITZ, AIKINS, WYMAN & SOMMER TELEPHONE DOUGLAS 0520
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW
CABLE ADDRESS ‘“MCSWAB"

/ 12T+ FLOOR, 625 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, S
BENTLEY'S CODE

GAVIN MCNAB (1891-1927)
NAT SCHMULOWITZ BRONTE M. AIKINS
OLIVER B. WYMAN PETER 5. SOMMER

WALTER S. RDUNTREE

June 26, 1945

Committee on American Principles
And Rir Play

Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley 4, California

Gentlemen:

For your information I am enclosing herewith
an article which appeared in a recent issue of the San
Francisco News setting forth a statement by the co-
chairman of the San Francisco Round Table of the Nat-
ional Conference of Christians and Jews.

Very truly yours,

(o Ttz

NAT SCHMULOWITZ

3

NS=~-0
Enc lLosure







Louncil of Thueches and Thristian Fducation

United in Work and Service in: The Official Agency of 17 Denominations for Inter-Church Work United in Work and Service in:
Sunday School Work in Washington and Northern Idaho Ministerial Fellowship
Vacation Church Schools Home Missions
Weekday Church Schools GERTRUDE L. APEL, General Secretary Easter Services
Christian Youth Work Leadership Training
Marriage and the Home Telephone MAin 6461 International Justice and Goodwill

Social Welfare

Women’s Work

Civic and Economic Welfare 312 Orp TimEs BUILDING, SEATTLE, 1, WASHINGTON Evangelism

Race Relations

June 26, 1945

Mrs. Ruth Kingman, Executive Secy.

Pacific Coast Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play

Room 215

2287 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley L, Califomia

Dear Ruth:

I should have sent you the following notes awhile ago, but better
late than never.

Gracia Booth and Gillette, in my opinion, are doing an excellent
job. Gillette has spoken before many of the Service clubs, commnity
co-ordinating committees amd churches about the evacuees and has done a
great deal to develop understanding of the problem. Gracia, beside her
speaking engagements, conducts a voluminous corresponderce with people

in the area, keeps interested individuals informed with the most recent
information, and has helped Mr. Crotty to get a feeling that the Los
Angeles Committee is really accomplishing something.

Besides meeting with groups of clergymen at Santa Ana and Kingsburg,
I called upon a number of business men and community leaders in Los Angeles
County, Santa Ana and Fresno.

Most of the business men I've talked with in Southern Californiea
are about fifty years behind the times socially. They are only interested
in business and empire building; they have no concem for human rights;
they believe that the right to build and grow and to exploit labor in the
process is a sacred right that must not be interfered with. They are ruth-
less and selfish in their business affairs. The commnity and business are
eall one in their eyes. They believe that Southern California has grown and
prospered because they have maintained an open shop in industry. For years
labor was safe, the in-migration was largely middle-westerners with enough
capital to purchase a home, who thus had a stake in the community and
couldn't leave; they were safe. These people worked for sub-standard wages,
so that they might enjoy the Southern California climate. The war boom has
changed the picture; industry has had to bid for labor and wages have zoomed
upward. Nearly two million new people have come to the West Coast to work
in defense industries. Many of the new in-migrants were union members and
most of the larger industries have been organized by the unions. Industry
regards this new in-migration as dangerous; they want these newcomers to
leave when the war is over, but I'm afraid they won't. They, too, like the
climate. I have a feeling that when the war with Japan is finished, another
war will begin at home (Southern California) between labor and industry.




Mrs. Ruth Kingmen - page 2 June 26, 1945

Management is not vitally interested in better race relations or a
lessening of racial tensiomms. There is some evidemce that in the plants
where Negross are acceptable to the unions, management doesn't hire Negross,
and in other plants where unions discriminate against Negroes, management
lets the Negross know that it would like to hire them but the unions won't
permit them. I have the impression that management believes that hungry,
discontented Negrces and Mexicans would be useful as strike-breakers.

Almost every businessman I have spoken with has in some way or other
expressed an antipathy to the Jews. At no time did I, in my remarks, inc-
lude Jews with the minority peoples, but the gentile or so-called Christian
business men always mentioned them, which to me is significant of a develop-
ing strong anti-Semitism.

Along with the Roosevelts, the Churches are blamed for the aggres-
siveness of the minority peoples and the labor unions. One men who said
he had been a Presbyterian told me that he "almost puked"” when he read
some statements made about racial and minority rights issued by the Gereral
Assembly. Another criticized the Churches' support of the rights of labor
to organize and particularly mentioned the opposition of the Southern
California Council of Churches to a bill before the electorate last fall,
which would make closed shop contracts illegal. He neglected to mention
that this bill was also opposed by the Roman Catholic Church, the California
State Chamber of Commerce and alsoc the Governor. This man described himself
as a champion of the right of a man to a job. I expressed my interest, and
then learned that one of his many activities was the presidency of an
employers' group which was pramoting the legislation I mentioned. He didn't,
of course, say that he was interested in the right of the employers to
exploit workers, but I gathered that is what he really was concerned about.
Business interests are fighting hard to prevent F.E.P.C. legis lation and so
far they haven't done badly.

Many people will support aprinciple intellectually but will do nothing
to apply that principle in their own back yard. I find this as true of the
clergy as it is with the business men. For instance, at Gardena, a Presby-
terian clergymen and a Y.M.C.A. Secretary have tried to rally support for the
returning evacuees. Neither of these men are wild-eyed radicals or crusaders.
The other clergy, it seems, are too concerned with other matters to Jjoin with
them and I understand the "Y" Secretary will probably lose his job. At Santa
Ane., a Japanese family which returned to the white Church it hed been identi-
fied with prior to evacuation caused the pastor to endeavor to create a better
community attitude toward the returning evacuees. He spoke to his fellow
pastors about the matter and the response was "that's your problem".

I have come to the conclusion that we had better go ahead with the
people of good-will, help them to organize and give them what support we
can and not waste too much time in selecting and seeking "key leaders™
amongst the business men right now. Finding courageous, Christian and demo-
eratic leadership on the issues of racial tensioms requires education, time,
and patience, and right now we have a job to do. We may be fortunate and
pick up a couple of mavericks on the way. i
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A situation which almost breaks my heart is that of a teacher in
a small desert town who took a stand for decency but is now without a job.
She had some small Japanese children in her class. At recess the kids
would run across the street to a candy store to sperd their pennies. The
proprietor refused to sell to these Nisei youngsters. Leaming this the
teacher forbad the children to cross the street during recess. The store-
keeper inquired why the children were no longer permitted to visit the
store, and the teacher explained that all the children were Americans and
must be treated alike, etc. The store-keeper agreed to sell to the Nisei,
but the story got around town with the result that she has not been
reappointed for the fall term. The economic and social penalties for
being decent Americans and Christians are too great for many of us. Unless
we can create an atmosphere where right action and attitudes are normal and
acceptable, I'm afraid of what will happen to us. We will either become
timid, callous, or overly aggressive, and most of us will follow what we
believe the safe course of action. Seems to me that I smell Fascism in the
air.

At Fresno I learned that some of our good friends, Y.W.C.A., Fair
Play Committee, and College faculty members, unwisely spoke publicly about
pressuring the Mayor on the eve of election, to hurry up and appoint his
Committee on Unity. I believe I have him straightened out and he assured
me that he was going ahead. I suggested a new chairmen when I learned that
the one he had originally selected got scared off by the irresponsible
actions of some of his faculty associates.

At Seattle the larger growers and Dave Beck, head of the A.F. of L.
Teamsters' Union, have established a very effective boycott of the Japanese.
All business is dependent upon deliveries; food stores, hotels, dry cleamners,
etc.; all produce lms to be trucked to the markets. However, in spite of
the difficulties the people are re-establishing themselves. The Seattle
Couneil of Churches, under Gertrude Apel's leadership, is sponsoring a
hostel. She and her staff have been spending their evenings cleaning up the
building and getting it ready. I can't say too much about her; I have a
tremendous respect for her ability and leadership and she has plenty of
courage. George Greemwood and the Mayor's Committee on Civic Unity are on
the job. The Mayor is cooperative and the sheriff of King County is out-
spoken in stating his position that as far as he is concerned law and order
shall be maintained.

I have spent some time making calls in the White River and Puyallup
valleys. I called upon Ben Smith and Bill Leber of the Pearl Harbor League
at Kent. I think Smith would like to get out. Leber is a thoroughgoing
Nazi. The decent people are disgusted with the League and no longer are
much interested. I believe we can get a group together whenever it seems
wise to form a Committee on Unity and Demoeracy on an area basis.

I met with the Executive Committee of a city-wide organization of
church and social agencies in Tacoma that has recently been formed to deal
with racial problems. I will be spending several days there, going over
tomorrow to stay until Friday. It seems the Chief of Police needs a little
education and I've been elected to work on him.
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1111 £ill in the details when I see you. Hope your Sacramento
Conference goes over as well as the ome in San Francisco.

Best regards,
. LI, ,'—\ 4 Toousyliat 0
a2 B s ; 7 T

George E. Rundquist
ger:ki

Dictated but not signed
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Mr. George Wilson

150 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, California
Dear Mr. Wilson:

Enclosed you will find a copy of a

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chairman
ARTHUR CUSHMAN McGIFFERT, JR.

Vice-Chairmen
IrviNnG F. REICHERT
PauL S. TAayLor

Treasurer
Harry S. Scorr

Assistant Treasurer
GALEN M. FIsHER

Mgrs. WALLACE ALEXANDER
Miss LEILA ANDERSON
Monrok E. DEUTSCH
FrANK S. GAINES

RicHARD R. PERKINS
GeORGE WILSON

Executive Secretary
Mrs. Ruta W. KiNGMAN
Office: 2287 Telegraph Ave.,
Room 215
Berkeley 4
Telephone: AShberry 6214

memo sent to all of our 1945 paid members.

I am sending this to you so that you
will be familiar with some of the proposals
whieh have been made as to the future
program of the Committee.

We would greatly appreciate an expression

of your opinion as to which of the four
proposals you eonsider preferable.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
Executive Secretary

RWK:ceh

*...Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Rooseveit, February 1, 1943







NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

AND WESTERN NEVADA

Y.M.C.A. MEZZANINE FLDOR
4 220 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE
SERVHBE—RERS-SNNEL PHONE ORDWAY O0B43
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S OFFICE SAN FRANCISCO 2

June 28, 1945

Dear lMrs. Kingman:

The enclosed statermnt is the result of the initiative that was
started in the May meeting that you attended. This will be
presented to the Board of Directors at their next meeting which
is July 6 - 12:30 at the Hotel California, San Francisco.

We are urging all menbers of the Commission to attend this meeting.

Yours trialy,




June 28,1945

TO: The Board of Directors of the Council of Churches of
Northern Califeornia and isstern Nevada.

FROl.: The Commission on Race Relations.

Your Commission on Race Relations, in its meeting on Wednesday,
June 27th, approved a statement of Policies and Procedures which
it now transmits to the Board of Directors in the hope that the
Board will approve the statement end authorize the Commission and
its several officers to undertake the program.

THE COMIGISSION ON RACE RELATIONS OF TEE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA aND VWESTERN NEVADA

STATEMENT OF POLICTES &ND PROCETURES

1. The Commitment: “igains’ racial pride or race antagonism the

il Church musv set its face implacably as rebellion
against God. Especially, in its own life and worship there can be
no place for barriers because of race or colour.,,The deification of
nation, race, or class, or of political or cultural ideas, is idol-
atry, and can lead only to increasing division and disaster. On
every side we see men seeking for a life of fellowship in which
they experience their dependence on one ancother, But because
community is sought on a wrong basis, the intensity of the search
for it issues in conflict and disintegration. In such a world the
Church is called to be in its own life that fellowship which binds
men together in their common dependence on God and overleaps all
bgrriers of social status, race, or nationality.“ --The liessage to
the Churches from the Conference on Church, Community, and State,
held at Oxford, England in 1937.

2, The General Objective: "It is a first responsibility of the

Church to demonstrate within its own
fellowship the reality of community as God intends it. It is com-
missioned to call all men into the Church, into a divine society that
transcends all national and racial limitations and divisions. In the
services of worship, in its more informal fellowship, in its orgeniz-
ation, and in the hospitality of the Christian homs, there can be no
place for exclusion or segregation because of race or colour... To
allow the Church's lines of action to be determined by racial dis=-
erimination denies the Gospel whose proclamation is its task and
commission...The sin of man asserts itself in racial pride, racial
hatreds and persecutions, and in the exploitation of other races.
Against this sin in all its forms the Church is called by God to
set its face implacably and to utter its word unequivocally, both
within and without its borders." --From the same liessage.

3. Specific Objectives: This Commission, accepting the foregoing
statements of commitment and general ob-
jective, proposes to address itself to the Churches of Northern
Californie and Western Nevada and also to speak to the social order
in which these Churches labor. We believe it to be the task of the




ze

Churches to help each other to exemplify ean inclusive spirit which
affords equal and unsegregated opportunity to all, and also to help
mon anc wemen to see and to discharge their responsibilities as
home makers, employers and employeces, citizens, public officials,
legislators, judges, and law enforcement officials to raise the
level of life to transcond all barriers of race. To that end, we
select certain specific objectives;

a. To cultivate, in all communities throughout the area of this
Council of Churches, a cordial attitude toward the returning
evacuees of Japanese ancestry; and

b. Actively to discourage, through the Churches and through direct
approach to responsible parties, all acts or attitudes calculated
to resist the return of the evacuees to the area;

¢. To promote the integration of returning evacuees, both people and

ministry, in the existing Churches of the area, and to discourage
the reestablishing of segregated Churches for persons of Japaonese
ancestry;

d. To uphold the purpose of the Church looking toward integration,
while recognizing that a temporary exception may be made in the
case of persons who do not readily understand English, in maintaining
for a time denominational or interdenominational Japanese language

services;

e. To endeavor, paralleling the preceeding objectives, to achieve

the integration of all other racial groups of the area, fitting
the emphasis to the particular conditions of the several communities,
to the end that Christian people become unconscious of racial dis-
tinctions;

f. And,therefore, to encourage all interracinl efforts to build
bridges across racial lines in active fellowship, worship, service,
and economic and social life;

g. To give active support to legislation designed to minimize or to
eliminate the operation of race prejudice in social and economic
areas;

h, To foster such community sentiment as will be opposed to segrega-
tion and diserimination in housing, employment, and education;

b. To secure the active participation of persons and Churches from all
racial groups in the work of the Council of Churches of Northern
California and Western Nevada

J+ To support juridical and legislative protection of the civil
rights of all peoples:




ke To cultivate continuously and systematiocully in the

Christian constituency an inclusive attitude of
brotherhocd which nct only rejects natred and prejudice
but which also replaces paternalism with an affirmative
affection which embraces all.

4, Procedures; We submit these proposals to the Board of
" Directors of the Northern Californis and
Western Nevada Council of Chuches, in the hope that the
Board will approve the statement and authorize this
Commission and its several officers to undertake to
promote the program herein suggested, through all
available channels of work, especially the following:

o, Messages to ministers of the area;
Representations to publiec officials;
activities of a Field Representative;
Occasional conferences and clinics on race;
Public statems thirough the press;

such other pro as may from time to tim
appear advisa

(Signed) BUELL G. GALLAGHER
Gnrm. of the Zommission

(Signed) Hobert Brownsecombe

Secy. of the Commission.
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SAN DIEED 1,CALIFORNIA

June 30, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman

Executive Secretary

Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play

2287 Telegraph Avenue, Room 215

Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

This is to thank you for your invitation to representatives of
our San Diego Committee For Civic Unity to attend the Con?e“snce of
Councils of Civic Unity in Sacramento on Friday, July 6, and which had
been postponed from June 25. We find that it will not be possible for
any representatives of our Committee to be present at this conference,
because of the short notice, transportation difficulties and busy
schedules.

Mayor Knox, Mr. Elwood T. Bailey, Chairmen, and the members
£ the Committee For Civic Unity are most interested in this conference
and are sincerely regretful that they will be unable to have a repres-
entative present, but would appreciate a copy of the minutes of the
neeting, if possible.

Because of the difficulty in obtaining transportation from
our City to the northerm part of the State, it would be sincerely
appreciated if we might have notices of all proposed conferences as
far in advance as possible.

Mayor Knox and the members of the Committee send best wishes
for a successful Conference.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to Mayor




BRETHREN MINISTRY TO RESETTLERS

3435 W. Van Buren St.
CHICAGO 24, ILL

June 30, 1945

Pacific Coast Committee On American Principles

and Fair Play

2287 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley, 4, California

Gentlemen: -

We have a
Evacuee problem and
your office.

Would you
of any pamphlets to

Wesley De
Religious
¢/e C. P.
Waldport,

I am sure

request for literature concerning the
having seen many reprints issued through

be so kind as to send 20 copies each

Courcey

Life Secretary
S. Camp #56
Oregon.

that you will find them very much int-

erested in the inter racial aspect of our problems. You
might correshond with them and advise them on a program
of public education in western Oregon.

my

Yours, very truly,

N\ e
N,
.

Pleacse rember me to Dr.

A




