


TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT NOVEMBER 25, 1949
As a Pacific Coast body which recognizes many of the difficulties

in administering the Tuleleake Segregatiou Center, difficulties due in

part to the diversified groups within the center, in part to the un-

justified political and journalistic exaggeration of the disturbances

inevitable in such a center, we urge that the following facts be con-

sidered by any policy making bodi€Se

1, The War Department has bfea+udl/ expressed reluctance to

¥

sume permanent control of any GeENLET o

War Relocation Authority, while sstablished primarily
a relocation agency, has worked out satisfactory tech-

o

niques for a&miniutluLAon of various types of centers
Unlegs the WVa: epartmen 1ishecs to control and operate Tule-
may we respectfully submit the following

1. Continued operation of Relocation
emphasis upon resettlemcnt of loyal

Immediate separation of troublemake!

awabiding members of the colony, and Uvuurb
a;o*pm,“tiongd persons in areas established
the War Department for that purpose.

Wax Department rx;pOPSiDility for external security
Tulelake Segregation Center.

Administration and opcration of the Tulelake Gente by W.R.A.
whosec authority and personnel shall be strengthene meet
local conditions.

Full public interprctation by the War Dcpartment of the local
gsituatione.

Full public th rpretation by the State Department of the
intcrnational implicetions involved, sincc scgregees are not
prisoners
Most respcetfully submitted,
PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAR PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY
(signed)

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
Exceutive Secretary
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SUGGESTIONS FOR RESOLUTIONS ON
MIKORITY PHOBLENS

(especially in regara to the Japanese evacuated from the West Coast)

1. Approving the decision of the Farm Security Administration to

make loans to citizens of J&p:ne e ancestry on the same basis as to
other citizens; and expressing the hope that ways will be found to
provide similar funds to alien evacuees who 2re declared to be loyal
to this country, in order to enable them to resume normal life and
meke a much nee deu contribution to the national production, instead of
being a continued expense to the public treasury.

2. Approving the Army's resumption of Selective Service for the
Nisei, as for other citizens.

3. Approving the granting by the Army of permits to Nisei servicemen
to visit the West Coast on fur]ou&h, and urging that, in view of the
anmounced passing of danger of invasion of the C ast in forece, similar
rights be graduall

country.

given to othcr cvacueces found to be loyal to this

opposition - the proposal to depc rt law-abiding per-
19
L.)

€eXcept as they

nationality, whether citizens or alie
: t United States, or

by legal process to be hostile to
deportation,

Exy lc”ﬁlﬂf appreciation of the facilitics extended by the offi-

als of the war Relocotion Authority to the various national Chris-
tian agencies which are cooperating with the religious and social ac-
tivities of the C ian groups in the Reloc.tion Centers.
6. Assuring the President, the Var ubpﬁftmvﬁt, the Department of
Juuu lec, and the Department of the Interior of the r¢adiness of our

to give cordial support to whatever policics looking to-

ward restoration of constitutional liberties to the Japonese evacuecs
may be deemed consonant with national security and with the civil
rights and liberties for which we are fighting.




THE BOTTLE-NECK IN JAPANESE RESETTLEMENT

The evacuation of 110,000 residents of Japanese lineage from the West
Coast will soon be history. It has required heroic sacrifices from innocent per-
sons, two~-thirds of them citizens, but it has been executed with exemplary consider-
ation by both military and civil officials.

The pressing question now is: How can resettlement be carried out so as
to make the utmost contribution to winning the war, and at the same time, do a
minimum of violence to our democratic ideals? The answer must satisfy five con-
ditions:
1. Enable the evacuees to meke the largest possible contribution to mnational
production and strength during the war,
2. Restore their self-respect and the respect for them of the general public,
. Promote the Americanization of the evacuees, especially of the citizens.
. Facilitate their reincorporation into American life after the war, and not
intensify racial frictiom.
5. Exemplify democratic procedure in the resettlement process, so as to foster
patriotism among citizen Japanese-Americans and respect for American
principles among alien Japanese.

It is the conviction of the Army and the War Relocation Authority that
the master policy to satisfy all these conditions is this: Distribute the bulk of
the evacuees sparsely over inland states in many normal communities, provided that
the inhabitants will extend to them the right hand of fellowship. The "bulk of the
evacuees! refers primarily to the two-thirds who are citizens, and are already
considerably assimilated to American life, This policy was in force until March
29, when widespread opposition to the "invasion" of Japanese evacuees compelled the
Army to stop the "voluntary evacuation" which it had been encouraging, lest the
evacuees suffer mob violence,

The bottle-neck in resettlement, therefore, is inland popular opposition
to the policy of dispersal. Until the mass of Americans are convinced that such
opposition is an unpatriotic impeding of the war effort and a violation of Amer-
ican ideals, that policy must remain in suspense, being replaced by segregation in
colonies under military guard. That this would be artificial, wasbeful, and un-
american, is evident from the following considerations.

1. The labor shortage in many communities, caused by the draft and the
rush to munitions industries, would be parti#fally met if thirty or forty thousand
adult evacuees were made available,

2. In normal communities, production by the evacuees could begin at once,
whereas in settlements on unsubjugated, arid land, agricultural crops could not be
harvested for many months. Furthermore, more than half of the evacuees are not
farmers and it will be difficult to find productive non-agricultural work for all
of them in the settlements.

3, Dispersed in normal communities, most of the evacuees would be self-
maintaining from the first, whereas in the settlements, a Relocation Authority of-
ficial has estimated that it would cost $60,000 a day, plus the cost of military
protection, To offset this, there would be a belated and uncertain income from the
agricultural and manufacturing labor of the evacuees.
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4, Segregation from normal contacts with white Americans will retard the
Americanization of the evacuees, in fact, will tend to de-~Americanize them -~ a fa‘e
which many of the young Japanese-Americans dread - whereas distribution of the
evacuees in some such ratio as one to 500 of the general population would greatly
accelerate Americanization,

5. Distribution and incorporation into normal American life would go far
to restore self-respect, and also to remove the stigma of disloyalty and inferior-
ity whick is attached to the evacuees by many thoughtless or race-prejudiced
white Americans, If forced to live herded in settlements, under guard, for the
duration, it would be hard to regain self-respect or get free of the stigma.

6. Dispersal and opportunity for free enterprise and uninhibited partici-
pation in the effort to win the war would give play to the undoubted patriotism of
most of the citizen evacuees, whose faith in the American dream has been rudely
shaken by their evacuation.

7. Isolation and segregation will hinder reincorporation into normal
life after the war: tension between whites and Japanese on the West Coast has been
gradually diminishing, as the proportion of American-born and Americanized alien
Japanese has increased; but tension is likely to be intensified if evacuees have
been partially de-Americanized by segregation, and then return to their former
homes on the Coast.

If these points are well taken, then our white fellow-citizens, who either
through thoughtlessness or animus have blocked the policy of dispersal, have un-
wittingly placed prejudice or personal interest shead of winning the war and sound
national policy. It was comparatively easy for all of us to condone the uprooting

of 70,000 citizens and 40,000 law-abiding aliens when we were told that military
necessity required it. Shall we refuse to welcome the settling of a few Japanese
in our communities when the same military authorities favor such settlement as an
aid to winning the war?

HEARING BOARDS FOR GERMAN AND ITALIAN ALIENS

In line with the recommendations made by the Tolan Congressional Commit-
tee, we believe it is sound policy for the Wartime Civilian Control Agency to
constitute a system of Hearing Boards to inquire into the loyalty of German and
Italian aliens who wigh to appear before them, and to recommend to the military
authorities the issuance of certificates to such of them as may be found to be
loyal beyond reasonable doubt. We would also express hearty approval of the
recommendation that the Department of Justice should review the situation regarding
enemy aliens who are awaiting their second papers, with a view to expediting their
applications.
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THE BOTTLE-NECK IN JAPANESE RESETTLEMENT
(Sent as a letter to N. Y. TIMES, by Galen Fisher, on April 22, 1942)

-———/—L,‘

The evacuation of 110,000 persons of Japanese race from the West Coast
will soon be history. The basic policy undeniably involved an infringement of con-
stitutional rights, and the sudden uprooting itself inflicted bitter losses and
hardships on persons, two-thirds of them citizens, against whom no legal offense
had bheen even charged, But the execution of the policy, by both military and civil
officials, has been marked by exemplary kindliness and consideration, Criticism
of the evacuation policy should not be hushed, but at the moment, the question is,
How can resettlement be carried out effectively, that is, so as to make the utmost
contribution to winning the war, and at the same time do a minimum of violence to
our democratic ideals?

"mffective resettlement" thus defined involves attaining at least fiv:
objectives, namely:
1. Enabling the evacuees to make the largest possible contribution to natio:

production and strength during the war,

. Restoring their self-respect and the respect for them of the general public,

. Promoting the Americanization of the evacuees, especially of the citizeus.

, FPacilitating their reincorporation into American life after the war, @ad not
intensifying racial frictionm.

Exemplifying democratic procedure in the resettlement process, so as to

foster mtriotism among the citizen Japanese-Americans and respect ror
American principles among the alien Japanese,

It is the conviction of the War Relocation Authority, as it is of the
writer, that the master policy for attaining all these five objectives is thic:
Distribute the bulk of the evacuees widely over the interior states in many normal
communities, provided that the inhabitants will extend to them the right hanc of
fellowship. The "bulk of the evacuees" refers primarily to the two-thirds who are
citizens, and are already considerably assimilated to American life. This policy
was in force until late in March, when widespread opposition to the "invagion" of
Japanese evacuees compelled the Army to stop the "voluntary evacuation" which it
had been encouraging, lest the evacuees suffer mob violence.

The bottle~neck in resettlement, therefore, is popular opposition to the
policy of dispersal. Until the mass of Americans, as well as the leaders of opin-
ion, are convinced that such opposition is an unpatriotic impeding of the war ef-
fort and a violation of American ideals, that policy must remain in suspense, being
replaced by the artificial, and wasteful, and unamerican policy of segregation and
concentration in colonies under military guard. That this would be artificial,
wasteful, and unamerican, is evident from the following considerations stated with
the utmost brevity.

1. The labor shortage in many communities, caused by the draft and the
rush to munitions industries, would be partially met if thirty or forty thousand
adult evacuees were made available,

2. In normal communities, production by the evacuees could begin at once,
whereas in settlements on unsubjugated, arid land, agricultural crops could not be
harvested for many months, Furthermore, more than half of the evacuees are not
farmers and it will be difficult to find productive non-agricultural work for all
of them in the settlements,

3, Dispersed in normal commnities, most of the evacuees would be self-
maintaining from the first, whereas in the settlements, a Relocation Authority of-
ficial told me it would cost $60,000 a day, plus the cost of military protection,
and to offset this, there would be a belated and uncertain income from the agri-
cultural and manufacturing labor of the evacuees.
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4, Segregation from normal contacts with white Americans will retard the
Americanization of the evacuees, in fact, will tend to de-Americanize them - a fate
which many of the young Japanese-Americans dread - whereas distribution of the
evacuees in some such ratio as one to 500 of the general population would greatly
accelerate Americanization.

5. Distribution and incorporation into normal American life would go far
to restore self-respect, and also to remove the stigma of disloyalty and inferior-
ity which is attashed to the evacuees by many thoughtless or race-prejudiced white
Americans, If forced to live herded in settlements, under guard, for the duration,
it would be hard to regain self-respect or get free of the stigma,

6. Dispersal and opportunity for free enterprise and uninhibited parti-
cipation in the effort to win the war would give play to the undoubted patriotis
of most of the citizen evacuees, whose faith in the American dream has been rud-
shaken by their evacuation,

7. Isolation and segregation will hinder reincorporation into normal li:ie
after the war, for it will tend to intensify the racial tension which has been
gradually decreasing on the West Coast, and will prevent the maintenance of assoc-
iation with white friends and sooperation with them in educational, social, and
civic activities,

That this is a formidable indictment of the policy of segregation and a
strong argument for the policy of dispersal, would no doubt be agreed by most of
those who read these words. But they are not the Opposition, whose animus or
thoughtlessness is blocking what, from all considerations of national advantage ard
democratic principle, appears to be the sound and patriotic policy. The problem,
therefore, is to convert that opposition into convinced support. To do this in
time to make a contribution to the war effort will obviously be a stupendous task,
But even if that should prove to be impossible, the long-range importance of
adopting the dispersal policy at the earliest possible date is so great that the
task of popular reeducation and conversion should be persistently undertaken, Thig
will call for the vigorous effort cf thousands of individual eitizens and hundreds
of public-spirited organizations, Since the policy of dispersal is supported by
the War Relocation Authority and by the Goverament as a whole, and since it will
conduce to winning the war, it ought to be possible to press the patriotic nerve
hard enough to move even the most unregenerate heart.




Rationale anG Importance
of the
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play

Its Primary Concern is for the integrity of the Bill of Rights,
and not pity for an unfortunate and ill-used minority, tThe Japanese
evacuces. Whenever that Bill ig violated or weakened in treatment
of any minority, no matter how unpopular ana helpless, it is im-
paired for all of us, and sets an evil precedent which is likely

to be turned against some other minority later. Wartime rcquires
some saccrifice of ordinary rights for all of us, but the last point
to be yielded is the Bill of Rights. Only proven need for Martial
Law has hitherto justified suspending it, and then only by deliper-
ate and conscious act. Our Committee believes we should all be
lynx-eyed to prevent denying its protection to any and all persous,
unless proven dangerous or subversive.

It promotes cool, clear thinking by the liest Coast public, despite
the abnormal passions and distortions of truth prevalent in war-
time. This applies especially to the neced of helping the public to
discriminate sharply between our enemies in Japan, the military
criminalg, and persons of Japanese stock in America, about two-

Tiras ol whom are as truly amcrican citizens as any of us.

There is no more cxcuse for jdentifying the Japanesc-Amcricans with
the Japan militarists than for saddling the millions of German-
imcricans with the crimes of the Nazis, --in fact much lcss, since
no Japancse-americans nor €ven alien Japanese long resident here
have been charged with sabotage WoeIeos numbers of German-Americans
have been convictecd of it.

The Committece mects sweeping generalizations, and unsupported
charges and prejudiccs With cocumented facts and appeals to funda-
mental constitutional principlcs. The Thrcat is mode that rce
Turncc Whitc scrvicemen from the Southwest Pocific front would mur-
der oll persons of Japoncse stoeck who might darc to return ©o the
Coast:; and the Committec 1ssucs FIGHTING LEN SPEAK OUT, in which
one Fresno Statc College alumnus now in serviec writcs: "California
and the city of Frcsno owes & debt to our Jepanese-smerican citi-
zens in the scrvice who are paying the price of our common frecGom
with their lives....Fresno owes these soldiers » monument and not a
stab in the back!" 4and a Chincse-anmerican scrvice man, Captain Lul
writcs from Howaii: "Have no Tear that returning soldicrs would
desire to slit the throats of logjal Japanese at home « s o6 'Ll GO
our fighting on the battlefields against our country's enemies, and
ot on the streets at home cgainst our country's friends."

It confronts those who charge that few if nny of the Niseci citizens
are loyal with the extraordinary record of the 100th Battalion in
Italy, composeld entirely of Nisci privetcs ana hall the ol icers
Nisci, 21l of them voluntecrs. That recorG shows 3 Distinguished
Service Crosses, 21 Jronz¢ stars, 2hu 56 Silver stars, ~nd 900
Purple Hearts, that is, 900 out of 1400 woundeld in action at Saler-
no and Cassino, where they took the hrricst assignments without a
whimper. Similar hcroism has been shown by the nisci in thc Alag-
an and South Pacific forccs,




The Committec believes that in wartime it is sound to assume that
the war Departmoent deserves unstinted support on all military mat-
ters. We have found that policy sound thus far, although we have
elways reserved the liberty to question any Government action.
after the army decided that cvacuation was rcquircd by military
necessity, we made no further question on that point. We have
found the heals of the War Department as eager as ourselves to re=-
store full constitutional rights to thec cvacuees as soon as the
military situation would allow. Since the army ordereld the evacua-
tion, we believe that the army should decide when to reverse the
process and allow gradual rceovery of civil rights to the evacuecs.
When the army does decide that thc time has come to take that
step, and makes 2 pronouncement as clear as its original order for
the evacuation, we stand ready to cooperate to thc limit, and we
believe that cvery patriot who prizes his own civil liberties
fhould do the same.

The policy of dispersed relocation, adopted by the War Relocation
Authority, commends itself to every sensible Galiforniam. It will
prevent the swarming of colonicg of persons of one race which

makes "little Tokyos", and separates them from th¢ rest of the pop-
ulation. Fortunately, the evaeuces themselves, of the American-
born citizen majority, heartily approve this policy. They also

are declaring that many of them will not return to this Coast cven
after the war, but will remain in thc states c¢ast of the Sicrras
where they have found congenial ncw homes.

May 22, 1944




June 1944
SOLDIER AND CIVILIAN NISEI AND
GOVERNMENT POLICY TODAY AND TOMORROW

l. The heroic conduct of the Nisei in the 100th Battalion in Italy,
and of the Nisei serving in the Pacific area has won special recogni-
tion from the War Department and public. The 1000 men in the 100tk
Battalion have made a record of awards of 3 Distinguished Service
Crosses, 21 Bronze stars, 36 Silver stars and 900 Purpls Hearts.

2. The War Department in January 1944, showed its confidence in the
general loyalty of the Nisei by restoring their ¢ligibility to the
gelective service, draft.

9. The speech of Sgt. Ben Kuroki, of Ploesti bombing fzme, before the
Commonwealth Club of San ¥Francisco on February 4, 1944, reccived a
tremendous ovation., His later broadecast over NBC was equally well
received.

4., The War Department has for some months been allowing Nisei men in

the armed forces to vigit the West Coast on furlough, and nonc of them
have suffered violence or serious trouble at the hands of white regi-

dL tS.

O. No proven cases of espionage ur sabotage have been recorded on the
part of the 21,000 evacuces relcased for resettlement, nor against any
of the 20,000 unecvacuated persons of Japanese extraction living beyond
the Sierras.

6e Thec transfer of the Var Ntl@bwblOu Avthority to the Department of
the Interior, and Secretary Ickes taunch defense of its record have
apparently veakgncu the atb‘ cks nuon the WRA. Secretury Ickes has
phasized the constitutional rights of Americen citizens of Japanese
ancestry.

e 1l cases inv in;, actual or possible dis 1u’1lt/ (exeept case
. - - . % - £

Japanes nterned =2liens Ve Dbeen disposed of by sendine persor
ouuc,tuer to Tulec Lakc. The cetive brouble makers in that center are

(18
beins neld in & gpecified area seperate from the remaining 18,000,who
Are sauvan;; an oxderly and ]

8. The Farm Security Administration has recently annsunced that it
will make farm loans to Nisci evacuces who relocate on the same bosis
as to any other citizen. Their lack of funds is one of the chief ob-
stacles to resettling some 60,000 evacuces still in the Relocation
Centers.

9. No Court decision has yet beun made to determine the constitution-
ality or unconstitutionality of ordinences adopted by some West Coast
Boards of Supervisors shortly aiter Pecarl ¥arbor in an attempt te
prevent any eventual return of farmers of Japuneke ancestry to the
evacuated area.

10. Attorney General Biddle, in reply"
mittee on Immigration as to his opini
February 8, 1944 :
"On the basis of exhaustive investigations conducted by
the Federal Bureau of IMVﬁot““tlu R h:ve found that internal
s&curltJ reguired the internment of fewer than 2,000 Japanese
aliens in the continental United States, and I am informed that

to inquiries by the House Com-
on of proposed legislation wrote




only about 700 ugpanw aliens have been interned by the
commanding general in the Territo ry of Hoawalldwe..A large
yrugortlon of the Japcnese aliens in this country are law-
biding and loyal to thc United States. They camc here many

yaars 289, in accordance with our laws and have raised fami-
lies composcd of citizens of the United States. Compulsory
deportation of all Jdapanese notioncls ot the termination of
hostilities appears to me to be objcetionable....Morecover,
exile, which is what the deportation of such (ecitizens of
Japancse ancestry) would constitute, is entirely foreign to
our constitutional history. I 4o not know 5f any way in
which the exile of eitizens of the United States ean be re-

e
-
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conciled with the prineiples for which we are fighting this wan! ’

11l. Scoretary Stimson's statcment of January 1943, that "It is the in=
herent right of cvery 1‘1t1Tu1 eitizen, regardless of 'ancestry, to
bear crms in the nation's battle", was amplified by the California
State Commander oi the Amcric;n Legion, on February 15, 1944 in

thesc vyruS'

"Numerous persons of Japancse ancestry are now serving with
the armed forces of osur country on the battle fronts, and ac-
cording to all reports, are serving valiantly and wel¢.......
Every person good enough to fight for us is entitled to our
respect and equal protection under our constitution.”

12. Admiral Nimitz declared las : 2t the University of California
that 2ll danger o0f an invasion in force of the west Coast had passed
although he and General Emmons hav LJ\“tl\ stated that nuisancs
raids were still to Dbe expected., The ”mlthary nceesgity" arising
frem denger of invasion was the reason given by the Army for the pol-
icy of exclusion of all persons of Japanese ancestry from the West
Coast.

The Army's Jjudgment in 1942 that military necessity required cva-
cuation was generally aceepted upon the West Const. If it bL a fact
that such military necessity no longer exists, and if the War Depart-
ment will stote that fact now, such statement will go a long way to
remove apprehensions arousel by the action taken by the Army in 1942,
and will thus remove one of the chief obstacles to the restoration of
the constitutional rights of the c¢vacuces An authoritative and de-

finite statement on uhb subject by the De pﬁrtnv“ of War will enable
the large number of Californians who are interestcd in these consti-
tutional rights to assert *?u defend them without danger of being met
with the argument, whether made in good or bad faith, that they are
not supporting thg ub>grtunuu of the governnent which is best informed
on questions of national scocurity and which originally ordered evacu=~
ation on that ground.

~-==000000000~=~

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play

2234 Telegraph ave. 465 Californin St.
Berkeley 4, Calif, San Francisco, Calif.




Letter from Mrs. Peggy Hayes to Mrs., Ruth W. Kingman

Sorry this is so messy, but it is only a memo, isnt itees If an
answering broadcast is given, I would suggest that 1t tell that the
irmy and Navy and FBI records are at the disposal of the WRA and that
no one listed is evéen considered...that the exclusion order had pro-
vision for individuals, and no one returns here without express permission
and sueh factual material all mixed together with the valorous exploits
the Jap-Am troops in Italy +...make people feel how unfair it is to
keep their families from thelr real homes.

I £ind that the teehnique of Mr, Smith is continuing. This A.M,
he did not say Our men are mistreated in Japanese prison campses«but he
conveyet th:fiby saying "At least they could receive better treatmentesse
at least they could receive their Hed Cross packages." esselmy impres-
gston is that the Red Cross reported they do).

I told him I would send him a copy of the War Department statement
and would be obliged if he would give it over his broadcastse««I havent
done s0 yet.os.You had it a long time ago...want it again?

&

(signed) Peggy

July 1944




COMMENTS OF 4 BROADCAST given by LARRY SMITH over KPO
Monday, July 10, at 93115 AJM.

PP P00 20 0000009000000 000poassN

Nre ~mith in most alarmist tones announced that "Japs” not in uni-
form were back on the Pagific Coasts He uskedWHY? reppatedly and then
gave various data which oereated the impression that the nefarious WRA
was olely responeible for this highly dangerous situation -« in the facd
of the oppesition of Gov, varren dnd of the people (Japanese-~imerican)

themselves.,

He gave the feeling that the security of the nation was at stake,
He gave evidence of their presencesssssad divorce action in S.F.
and some puplls seen on the street by their teacher,

He ‘quotel Irom & speech which Governor Wwarren was sald to have ma
before a Governor's Conferendesss.which was "an appeal to security”
from something (he did not say whether a letter or what) which
was sald to be cuotes from one who termed himself "a Japanese'
when he had the qualifications for being an American ceitizen.e..This
not only gave the feeling that all such people prefer to be Japanese
and are therefore dangerous, but that they do not want to return to this
area, a8 the man was quoted as saying something to the effect of "iWho
would want to come back to your old ceast anywap?"

L A S ERE R SRR R R R RN E NN

tation and complained of the way this
n which 1t created, i.es that we were
hat 4 thought the VWestern Defense com-

neted to

I ealled the Broadcasting

speech was glven and the impressio
geitting on a powder kegs. I saild t
mand the FB1l and other such law enforeing agencies sould be g
handle the situation, but should vigilantistic troubles arise, I thought
that such broadeusts would be to blames

ohe salda she would tell dpr., Smith and took my numbér €tCesssss

SrELPOPOPOIERIOOORNORIRENBDOIODBSIOOOODOS

Twenty minutes later Mr, Smith calleds I asked him for'a copy of the
broadcast, after repeating much the same asg I had tolld the 2irls.es

He said that he had none available, but would read it to me.

I took some notes as he read, both on the speech and of some answers
he made to me,

They run ag 0110ViSessss

In the speech he said: sesasant8 BDOVEsesss8l80sssvs
These people are back on the Coast,.NOT in uniform..ethey have been seen
on the street, there 1ls a divoree aetion in S.Fe Quotes from "4 Japanese"
ag indicated above and long quotes from Gov wWarren who was represented as
wanting to keep them out of this area by every légal meanses.sssuch a stand

being for security reagons.

1 reiterated that L had more confidence in the IBI, WL, etes than
be and thought them not so incompetent,
10 this he sald that the army, Navy Intelligence and FBI do not go

2




over tha names of those reledsed 1at ongse freed, "Japa" can come
here without the knowledge of ouJn here is no cheek up, from such
places as Utah, farther cast, etc.

They {the Army and Navy Lntflll ¢nce) had told him this repeatedly
and also that many Japs returned in violation of exclusion order, That
some had been arrested in the Los Angeles area,

The WRA does not report to the western Defense Command and that they
have therefore no way of checking Upesss

He asked if I favored their return., And 1 sald that I thought those
who were allowed to had a right to 4c 80,

He sald something about 125,000 0f them would crecate great danger
and I ODJeutCQ paying that there was no such proposition that 1 had
heard or sugges ttu....uhat 60% of that 125,000 are kids and those sent
to Tule Lake should be btracted also.

He hesitated and 'aid Suﬂething about well, "25,000" ,.¢ and asked
if I had ever heard of Votokukses

L hadn't devs

S0 he told me some wild yarnese.sand I replied that somehow I wasn't
mueh alarmed as it had proved signally ineffectives There had been no
sabotage or ingidentSeses

lie eAbl&I 6@ "well.ssthat's beécause we are guarded' and
sent away} and now you want them back’ ;

I remdhded him of Hawail's record and sd4d that I had a statement
from the iar »;;uxtmcn* to the effect that if a handful of these people
could deliver over the western defenses, we didn't have much of an opinion
of the War Dept}

There wag & lot more as the conversation was about 40 minutes...sSome
about Gov, Warren's attitude etos, which 1 don't h“Ou, but would hardly

imagine a law enforsement official would advocate anything which is NOT
legall
I charged Mr, Smith with creating the impression that the WRA wes
tamming this over the opposition of the people e€tésssqand he gsaid
guickly "1 dign't say thatl” esss and I said NO, not directly bdut that
is whai you conveyed. He did not demurr.
I finally told him that I thought it useless to go round and round
Txy, but that 1 was greteful to him for ¢ailing me up and having the
¢sation and for allowing me to tell him that in my opinion such
Qroahumﬁvu render a4 distimet DIS-service to Democracy.
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Ma jor General Charles H, Bonesteel
western Defense Command

Presidio

an ¥raneiseo, Calif,

= v 3 1 v
vear L‘J.ro

1 have Jjust heard a broadoast over KPO (9:15) by & Larry Smith
which 1 wish to bring to your attention.

The news item of the bweadcast was that "Japanese'" not in uniform,
have returned to the ¢oast. The impression was conveyed that this
highly dangerous situation was due to W.R.A. insigtence on their return,

Mr., Smith Gid nef state flatly that the WRA is putting this over,
but by the use of quotations from someone described as a "Japanese",
altho he possessed the gqualifications for being an American, he conveyed
the ldea that the people themselves do not want to return (and also that
they are not loyal), while guotes from Governor Warren were used to
prove. that he also is opposed,

I am bringing this to your attention, not because of the subject
matter of the broadcast but because of the manner in which it was pre-
sented==smeeewhich was distinetly alarmist.

Had these sume news items been presented objectively I should not
be presuming on your time. But when they were arranged dramatically and
delivered in quivering tones, the effect was distinetly "AWAKEy Citizens,
the enemy ig in your midstl".

Having the utmost confidence in the intelligenge and ability of the
varilous agencies such as the F.B.l., and services under your Command to
handle the security of the coast, I feel no danger from the presence of
American citizens of whatever angestry who are allowed to return to this
area.

1 do, however, believe that should troudbles of a vigilantistic nature
arise, they will have been caused by such alarmist announcements which in,
my opinion, come dangerously near the definition of "ineiting to riot",

Yours very truly,

lMrs, Margaret C., Hayes

117 Tamalpais Rd.
Berkeley 8, Calif,




Headquarters Viestern Defense Comman
office of the Commanding General
Presgidd of San Franeiueo, California

17 July 1944

20l - Hayes, Margaret C, = CAD

Miss Margaret O, Hayes
117 Tamalpails Road
derkeley, 8, Calif,

Dear Madam:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 11 July 1944
addressed to Major General Charles H, Bonesteel, Western Defense Com-
mand, Presidio of San Francisco, regarding the broadeast by Mr. Larry
Smith whicgh you heard over Radio Station KPO,

Very truly yours,

He vo SCHWEITZER
Lts GO TikiGaDs
Actge Assts Adjutant General




September 1944
SOLDIER AND CIVILIAN NISEI AND i

GOVERNMENT POLICY TODAY AND TOMORROW

1. The heroic conduct of the Nisei in the 100th Battalion in Italy, and of the
Nisei serving in the Pacific area has won special recognition from the War Depart-
ment and public, The 1300 men in the 100th Battalion have made a record of

awards of 3 Distinguished Service Crosses, 21 Bronzc stars, 36 Silver stars and
over 1000 Purple Hearts,

2. The War Department in January 1944, showed its confidence in the general
loyalty of the Nisei by restoring, their eligibility to the selective service draft,

3+« The speech of Sgt, Ben Kuroki, of Ploesti bonbing fame, before the Commonwealth
Club of San Francisco on February 4, 194l, reccived a8tronendous ovation, His later
broadcast over NBC was equally well received,

Y, The War Dgpartment has for some months been allowing Niseil men in the armed
forces to visit the West Coast on furlough, and none of them hags suffered violence
or serious trouble at the hands of white residents,

5« No proven cases of espionage or sabotage have been recorded on the pért of
the 21,000 evacuces relcased for resettlement, nor against any of the 20,000
unevacuated persons of Japanesc extraction living beyond the Sierras,

6, The transfer of the War Relocation Authority to the Department of the Interior,
and Secretary Ickes! staunch defense of its record have apparently weakened the
attacks upon the WRA, Secretary Ickes has emphasized the constitutional rights of
American citizens of Japanese ancestry,

7. All cases involving actual or possible disloyalty (except cases of Japanese
interned aliens) have been disposed of by sending persons concerned to Tule Lake,
The active trouble makers in that center are being held in a specified area
separate from the remaining 18,000, who are showing an orderly and cooperative
spirit,

8, The Farm Security Administration has recently announced that it will make farm
loans to Nisel evacuees who relocate on the same basis as to any other citizen,
Their lack of funds is one of the chief obstacles to resettling some 60,000
evacuees still in the Relocation Centers, 3

9, No Court decision has yet been made to determine the constitutionality or
unconstitutionality of ordinances adopted by some West Coast Boards of Supervisors,
shortly after Pearl Harbor, in an attempt to prevent any eventual return of farm-
ers or Japanese ancestry to the cecvacuated area,

10, Attorney General Biddle, in reply to inquiries by the House Committee on
Immigration as to his opinion of proposed legislation wrote February 8, 1944,

"On the basis of exhaustive investigations conducted by the Federal Bureau,
of Investigation, I have found that internal security required the intern-
ment of fewer than 2,000 Japanese aliens in the continental United States,
and I am informed that only about 700 Japanese aliens have been interned
by the commanding general in the Territory of Hawaii....A large propor—
tion of the Japanese aliens in this country are law~abiding and loyal to
the United States, They came here many years ago, in accordance with
our laws and have raised, families composed of citizens of the United
States, Compulsory deportation of all Japanese nationals at the termi-
nation of hostilities appears to me to be objectionable,,.,..lMoreover,
exile, which is what the deportation of such (citizens of Japanese an-
cestry) would constitute, is entirely foreign to our constitutional
history, I do not know of any way in which the exile of citizens of the
United States can be reconciled with the principles for which we are
fighting this war,"




i

11, Secretary Stimson's statement of January 1943, that "It is the inherent
right of every faithful citizen, regardless of ancestry, to bear arms in the na-
tion's battle", was amplified by the California State Commander of the American
Legion, on February 15, 1944 in these words:

"Numerous persons of Japanese ancestry are now serving with the armed
forces of our country on the battle fronts, and according to all re-
ports, are serving valiantly and well, . . . . Every person good
enough to fight for us is entitled to our respect and equal protec-
tion under our constitution,”

12, Admiral Nimitz declared last Junc at the University of California that all
danger of an invasion in force of the West Coast had passed although he and Gen-
erel Emmons have recently stated that nuisonce raids were still to be expected,
The "military necessity" arising from danger of invasion was the reason given by
the Army for the policy of cxclusion of all persons of Japanese ancestry from
the Test Coast,

The Army's judgment in 1942 that military necessity required evacuation was gen-
erally accepted upon the West Coast. If it be a fact that such military neces-
sity no longer exists, and if the War Department will state that fact now, such
statement will go a long way to remove apprehensions aroused by the action taken
by the Army in 1942, and will thus remove one of the chief obstacles to the
restoration of the constitutional rights of the evacuces, An authoritative and
definite statement on the subject by the Department of War will enable the large
number of Californians who are interested in these constitutional rights to
assert and defend them without danger of being met with the argument, whether
made in good or bad faith, that they are not supporting the department of the
government which is best informed on questions of national security and which
originally ordered evacuation on that ground,

* % * ¥ Xk ¥

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play

2234 Teleﬁraph Ave, 465 California Street
]

Berkeley Calif, San Francisco, Calif,
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JOINT STATEMENT ON RETURN OF EVACUEES

The following is the statement jointly authorized eand issued by:

Church Federation of Los Angeles

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
(Pacific Coast, los Angeles, and Pasadena Chapters)

Free World Association of Hollywood

Friends of the American Way

Inter-racial Cwouneil of Catholic Church

Negro Inter-demominational Pastor's Alliance of Pasadena

Pastor's Union of Pasadena

Southern Californis Council of Protestent Churches

We commend Govermor Warren for urging all publie officials to assist
in bringing about cheerful and adequate ocompliance with the Army's revoca-
tion of its mass evacuation order directed against American citizens of
Japanese ancestry and resident Japanese alienss

We likewise ocommend and will support the position of all other publiec

offieials seeking to maintain the principles of democracy in this state.
This episode is a test of the people of this States We are confident
that by their American attitude and conduct they will demonstrate to all
nations that demooracy has validity and vitality, even in time of war, and
will thereby contribute in e most important way to the ultimate suocess of
our armed foroese
e ek 3k ok e ok ok ke dkok dkofe ek ok Kk

Names of those authorizing or reporting approval:

Church Federation of Iog Angeles -- Clarence Se. Gillett

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play --
Mr, Arthur Ce McGiffert, Jre; Chairman Exec. Committee
Mr. Homer De Crotty; Chairmen los Angeles Chapter
Mrs. Maynard Force Thayer; Chairman Pasadena Chapter

Free World Association of Hollywood =~ Miss Elsie Jensen

Friends of the Ameriosan Way -- Williem C. Carr, Chairman

Inter-racial Council of Catholie Church -~ Deniel G, Marshall, Chairman
Negro Inter-denominational Pastor's Alliance of Pasadena -- lMrs. Thayer
Pastor's Union of Pasadena -~ Rev. Stephen C. Clark

Southern 8alifornia Council of Protestant Churches == Dre Oe Herschel Folger




