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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
MANZANAH RELOCATION CENTER

Manzanar, California
December 29,1944

L.T. Hoffman, Project Director
WRA. Delta, Utah

Dear Sir:

We have received_Your wire sent on
December 27,1944, and will act accordingly.

The Block Managersl Assembly is the
representative of the evacuee residents of
Manzanar. They will meet on January 5,1944
and take the matter up.

~_ We will notify you as soon as any
definite decisions are made.

52059

Tours truly,

Frank Yasud”™/

Executive Secretary
Block Managers* Assembly
Town Hall

IFY- "ba
cc: to Mr. Ralph p. Merritt






Manzanar, California
January 5, 1945

Mr, Ralph_P, Merritt
Project Director
Manzanar, California

Thank you for referring the communication
from mr. L. T, Hoffman of Topaz Relocation Center_to
the Block Managers Assembly, Acting in the capacity
as a representative group of Manzanar_evacuees, the
proposal of the Topaz Community Council for a all
center conference was studied and given much
conS|derat|?n at the meeting held on January 5 1945
at Town Hall.

As a result the majority of the members
present have decided that ‘there” does not seem to
e the need for an All Center* Conference. Without
furtiriOr cls.1"1fi a.ljion of "ald olDject of "th® confpioncO
Manzanar will not send any delegates for such a
conference held at this time, -

I_hope "that you will bs kind enough to

convey this %ecisionyto Mr. Hoffman, Projéct Director
at Topaz Relocation Center.

Very truly yours,

5haru Anzai, C”Cirman
Lock Managers Assembly
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Ifr* leather Hoflkaaxi JAN 8 |d4S
ft*oJect Plrector

Central 9uh Beioeatlau Center

Topast U M 1

Sear BofJQsant

the Ibllowlng exchange of taletypM betwaan the IVojdct Di»
rector at Poston and the Katianal Director is eeat for your iafbrw
~mtXaa and “ildancai

Xocomlog  Duncssa HUXs tc the Director
ACkmtvi Ity Council requests your apparovml of proposed o Z»
x«r«nc# or representatives om all r3.ocatlon centers to
b% htOA h«r# oarl”™ in Fdbmazy* “Proposed invitation
states a» purpose of confermQ9 $to etudjr mys and meaas
of assisting enracuee cocsmmi”™* in their futurd plaosS X
am requested to actend you an Invitation to attend* SiftlX
bt pleastd to haw your reaction as soon as possible*

OotgalBg _ Director to 2>uncan MilJs

NHtturtt Jeeaab«r 23 National meatix™ evacaee repor«smtatives «
Flea™i Infom oounoil and other int«r«stOd residents that
UU regards with fenror the ideaof an «miuie8p Qisored
mtlosxal loeetlng to discuss future (“cv”eproblmB bat
cannot oflidal”™ sponsor such a sieetdng or assist |ja de-

«Xp«isd8 incident theretoe Suoch maeting Nicmid
not bt hkdld at ae™ z~ocatlon center bat rather at eco™
out8lllt point ooirr«nidnt to all centers* After acting
plac# and time lum been <ldddedf vIIl assist lihve®
0793p possible in aakiag i"grslcal axTangements and are»
ranging hotel aco ) datian9 « director and such other
URA r«presentatlT»8 as ocan bo rvlierod trm other datl««
ct time of meeting 1111X be glad to partieipat# in dia«
ouB810118 on imitation of the progran GBmittes. 0 -
Buzdtgr CouacdlLls or other Interesrtad groups at any oent«r
should feel frae to e 3 mmleat« 11ith int«r«stdd r«presen-*
tatiT« groups at other oenters i|i <&B0ting N«ed88ax7,
mraxigmmtB* G ¥Y of this exchaage of t™det™pes is
being sent to other pn=3ect dir-etors for their informal*
tion and gaidanc«t0

52418






HEART MOUNTAIU HESLOCATIOIT PEOJECT

Heart Mountain, Wyoming

January 9* 195

Mr* Masara Karahara

Chairman, Conmmnity Clouncile
Central Utah Relocation Project
IbpaZ> Utah

Dear Sir:

Your communication respecting the proposal for an all
Center Conference, has "been received "ty us throu™i our Project
Director, and onr "body unanimously accepts your invitation
and recommends immediate action.

The Study Committee for the opening of the West Coast
was organized here November 3 , 197, It consists of a
Oouncilman and two Representatives from each Block. Ub date
our plans are almost completed for presentation at the
proposed Conference,

Kindly notify us the time? and place, also the names
of Centers who have accepted#

Tours very truly,

Minej”~ro Hayashi®"da, (Slairman
COUNCIL
Heart Mountain, Wyosaing
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"TodM fiuckrs

WAR RILOCAXIO0S AUTHORITI

Central Utah Project
fopasT Oteh

January 17, 1845

MEMORANDUM T i poston Comunity Council

SOBJECTI Reply to Topat Comiaunily Council recoisaendetion
for all ceater conl"er”ace

FHOIfs Topaa Commit” Council

QHMADA So official reply but on Nov# 26# 1944 - Mr* Ed#

Kitazumi, Chairaan of Granada Community Council
made a personal trip to Topaz requesting the opinion

of Topass Coimcii on all center conference and also
®ede suggestion for realiietion of same*

GILA Jenueiy 8F 1945 - Teletype -
Favors all center conference#

HT, MOUNTAIN Jenuaiy 9f 1946 - Letter
Accepts inYitation end recommend immediate action#

Received January 15,1945 - Letter -
Does tioti seem to be 1lihe need for* all center

- conference e without further clarification of
the object of t.h® conference - ?rlll not s@nd
delegates*

MINIDOKA Doc bei* 28,1944  Teletype
Agreed upon the desirability of having inter-
center conference*

POSTON Ho official reply as yet
Official WRA coamunications mentions Poston* s
request for official WRA approval of having all
center conference in Poston*

ROWHER December 29f 1944 - Teletype —
Strongly recommends all center conference.

Topaa Community Council recommend conference be held in Salt Lake
City tentatively on week starting Februaiy 5,1945. There has been
a suggeation that this conference be held if possible on the West
Coast. San Francisco has €dso been suggested. There are three
reasons given*



X« ilWJ. center conference

2* Delegates iaay report actual conditions of West Coast
relative to acceptance of returning evacuees*

5* Possible for delegates to investigate indiTridual pro**
pertiei end coamunitgr acceptance for their return et
their (indiTidaal requesting investigation) expense*
These Inyestigations to be aade prior to coaferexice
with the cooperetioa of WRA*

We suggest delegates spend two dsyt in preparation of conference
program. Three to four days for official general dis-
cussion and decisions* Reserve the second of thO
official conference to meet with WRA officials*

Heart Mountain suggests Salt Lake City, starting February 1, 1945*
We wjuld appreciate your suggestions as to time and place which
would be most adrantageoue and beneficial to each center and its
residents*

Masaru Narahara, Chainaan
Coiailaunit® Council



WAH RELOCATION AUTHORITY
GILA HIVSR PROJECT
RIVERS, ARIZONA

January 18,1945

Mr. Masaru Nakahara, Chairman
Topaz Community Council
Topaz, Utah

Re: Teletype
Dated 12/26/44

Dear Sir:

The Butte Comunanity Council of Gila River Relocation
Center at i1ts last meeting had decided to act upon Heart
Mountain 3 original proposal of All Center Conference and
send our representatives at the time of i1ts meeting*

The Council i1s _of the opinion that such a conference
would be of mutual interest and benefit for the welfare
of the evacuees as important problems and questionare
arising since the opening of the West Coast announcemente
The Butte Community Council would like to have more  _
available information in this matter, as to the tentative
grogram, the agenda, the place and the date of the con-

erence.

When the Heart Mountain Community Council is notified
of the other Center Community Councils™* decisions as to
whether _they approve of the_groposal we believe that a
centralized place and definite date be set.

May we be notified timely as to the developments,
reactions or suggestions of other Centers.

_ If we could be of any assistance, please do not
hesitate to write.

Very truly yours,

COo: Heart Mountain  _
Community Council



COMIVDNITT COI3NCIL OITICE
Minidoka Project
Hunt, Idaho

January 24,1945

Mr# Masaru Naraliara, Chairman
Central Utah Coramtinity Council

Topaz, Utah Subject: Inter-center Conference
Dear Mr. Narahara,

We are inreceipt of your lettf of r

1945. with your proposed recommoidations, . CerT
ter conference be held in Salt Lake City, tentative date
set for the week starting February 5 , 1945*

Tn view of the seriousness of the probled> we
in the opinion that any hasty undertaking is not ¢e¢s*
able, and an ample time be given to each center for fol-
lowing reasons: (1) to make ft careful analysis of th
situation; (2) to determine the concrete problems;
(3) to prepare a complete report of findings based upon
facts: and (4) to draft possible recommendations ana
suggestions, that are to be submitted at the conference
by each respective delegate, representing their center
residents* Furthermore, the (question that wO© are facing
with, concerns all of the residents in every center, ana
it is Imperative that all the center delegates be repre-
sented and participate in the conference without rail.
It seems that both Manzanar and Poston, who are not in
favor of sending their delegates, have lack of
standin#? of the purpose and importance of conrer-
ence, and we would suggest that you make further explan-
ations in an attempt to persuade their participation in
this conference.

Therefor©, we strongly recommend at this time,
that tlie flat« of conference be set at least a montn
later, aad give ®ach center sufficient time to prepare
necessary materials to be presented at the conference.
As to its place, we feel that Salt City is just as
good as any other place. Please let us hear your com-
ments*

Respectfully yours,

. Fuji! hairman
inidoka ommunity Council



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
MANZANAH RELOCATION CENTER

In rely, please refer to; i i
Manzanar, California

January 31,1945

Mr. Masaru Narahara, Chairman
Topaz Community Council
Topaz, ;

Dear Mr. Narahara:

In regly to your memorandum of January
17th, regret to inform you that Manzanar

iIs unable to send any delegates to the all center
conference.

I am vitally interested in the subject
matter to be discusSed and would like very
NMudh, a copy of the minute"s for my personal
file, 1f this is not asking too much of you.

_ . Thanking you for your kind invitation and
wishing you the greatest Of success in your
forthcoming conference.

Yours very sincerely,

Town Hall

KA--Ty



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

CENTRAL UTAH_PROJECT
TOPA2, UTAH

IN REPLY. PLEASE REFER TO

PD

February 3, 1944

Topaz City Council
Topaz, Utah

Attention: Dr. George Ochikubo, Chairman

Dear Mr, Chairman;

Please find enclosed a letter to the Council from
John H, Provinse, Acting Director of the War Reloca-
tion AUthority which has to do with the Conference
of representatives from the various centers.

I notice in the last paragraph that Mre Provinse
mentions that nthought and effort should be given to
dgyelop the kind of agenda that will be most profit-
aplie e»

I 1 or any member of the administrative staff can
be helpful in this matter, kindly feel free to call
upon me.

Sincerely yours,

Charles F. Ernst
Project Director

Enclosure



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

JIN 29

Central Utah Community Gexincil
Central Utah Relocation Project
Topaz, Utah

Through Mr# Charles F. Ernst, Project Director

The suggestion has been advanced on several occasions that a
national meeting of representative evacuees be called to discuss problems
of mutual interest to WHA and evacuees* The Director”™ letter of October
28, which discussed the developing relocation pErogram, included a request
ttiat serious consideration be given to such a national meeting and asked
for comments and suggestions. The replies from several projects i%ere
favorable to such a meeting*

Interest continued to develop, and in December a nuDiber of
Community Councils passed and forwarded to Washington resolutions request-
ing that such a meeting be called* It isss recognized that a meeting of
represeivbative center residents and officials of the Authority could do
mch to create better understanding of the mutual problems which we face
and might have far-reaching constructive resultse It was this in
view that the decision was reached to call a meeting for the latter part
of January in Chicago with each center represented by two delegates and
a liinited nuniber of representatives from various field areas. The
announcement was directed to the Comirainity Councils of the various centers,
giving the time and place, requesting a list of questions, and stating
that the Authority was unable to pay delegate expenses*

The replies to this armouncement raised a number of points that
indicated there ?jas need for additional time for the development of a
meeting that would achieve the desired objectives# Several of the Councils
made strong representations that the Authority should defray delegate
expenses* Some replies requested additional time to frame the questions,
and one cenier suggested the conference he postponed for several -weeks to
permit fuller discussion* It became evident that additional time was
needed to permit crystallization of the objectives and program of such a
meeting#

The decision that the expenses of delegates should be met by the
ccmmiunity or at least through noi>-goveminental sources, was made only after
thorough and serious consideration* It is essential that both the evacuees
and the Authority maintain a position that in terms of critics is unassailable
and which in terms of the American public and Congress -will result in
understanding approval and support# e There is probably no finer opportunity
for demonstration of the serious intent of the evacuees to face their
problems and "work out their destiny than a national meeting initiated bsy
resoluticm of the Community Councils and financed by the comraonities# It
will have to continue to be ¥.R*A_. policy not to defray the expense of such
a conference*






Central Utah Gomniunity Council-2 -

When we asked ourselves what purpose such a meeting shouM serve, we
came to the ccmclusion that it should be phrased in the broadest possible
language* The many anxieties and uncertainties which the evacuees fee
individually and in the group could be encompassed under the general heading
of the future of all persons of Japanese ancestry in the United States*
There is no delusion that one or many meetings could dispel all. these
anxieties”™ but it '"was hoped that through the opportunity to discuss fully
the manifold problems which the evacuees are facing some mutual agreement
could be reached on the nature of the problans and of action that could
allevxa®te or help remedy the situation*

Delegates would undoubtedly wish to present from their point of view
ttie many and complex problems facing the evacuees* Family adjustment.”
economic security, social acceptance, and the post-war world wculd all come
in for their share £ discussion# There should also be constincbive
discussion where plans and programs could be proposed that would work to
remove as many as possible of the hindrances which the evacuees saw facing
them*

Since these problems are also of primary concern to the Authority,
there would, be an opportunity for mutual exchange of constructive ideas*
An gyordjiini*toy* woulxl also '"e afforded for a stetenenti of our relations witih
Congress and the American people, the expenditure of money and the legal
controls and responsibilities which we must carry* A review of the legal
standing of the evacuees as presently interpreted by the courts could be
given* The lindta-tions which surround any federal program and their
specific application to "the prograni of the War Relocation Autiioritiy could
be presented.

~ After such a meeting the delegates should be able to return to
their centers with a ch clearer idea of the nature of the problems, facing

the evacuees and to inform their communities of these problems* Officials
of the Authority would have at first hand and in an organized manner the
nature of the problems as seen through the eyes of the coater residents*
Finally, both the Authority and the evacuees should be able to develop
mutual tinderstsnding and combine in joint action against the obstacles istiich
presently prevent many from making a clear decision about the future*

It is not now possible to set a date when we may meet* In the raBan-
tikKe thought and effort should be given to develop the kind of agenda that
will be most profitable. We will assume the obligation of preparing some
material and shall act as a clearing house for prepared statements of
probleiM etc* irtiich are sent to us#

Sincerely,
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Central Utah Project
lbpazt Utah

CoBaounity Gkn/ft»
February 8,1945

Mr* Xtaru KabotQt Chairman
Boston Cossmmlty Counoll
Poaton, Arizona

Dear KUDbota;

Our teletype of February Xst9 should be oorreoted In part as
follows S IHTEB"OKHTER OOKFBRENCE WILL BE HELD AT SALT LAKE
CIT5T m>U WKBWAIRY 16 TO ZZ INCIISIVK*

Our desire as In our letter of Januaiy 17th# is to have
February 16th and 17th set aside fop preparation of the
conference program# Ttoee to four days for official oonfer«*
ence on dlsousslcns and dieolslons* JE it is possible to
finish business on the third day then the eonfer©aoe will
end on the 21st«

la have assuranoe from I"er that he irULI attend our
ooafersQoe on the Elst*

Gila = four delegatesf Ifeaart Motuitain « five delegates”™ Bohwer
* three delegates to the ocmferenoe#
Granada

le understand that Heart Mountain Cornmnity Counoii has sent
thalr proposed agenda to all oenters and that you are one of
ihe reoipient*

Our problems are iaentloal la view of the lifting of anay order
and the nev WR«A« poiioy in olosing ese centers Oar (Jounoil
Is working on the following three basic Issuess

1# Bequest to keep these oenters open for the duration
and/or until such time hen all avenues of resettle-
ment presented the W«R*A%# can be aooepted by the
residentse

Zn To request to the WdHEAH that more ocsislderatlon be
given to those that desire to resettle* The present
grant of ™ 5«00 plus transportation and aubslste&ee



Is not suffioiexrt to assure any residents the ease
of mind to think ana plan constructively for their
future* Also the assuranoe of federal asslstanoo
until suoh time as eyaouees are able to re-establish
themselves*

3» WHAHE to their good offioes to assist the
group that deeire to resettle who were formally
engaged in agriculture and otlaer private enterprlsas*
®tiis group requires long term federal loans to enable
them to reestablish themselves as near as possible
to their farmer status*

Along the above requests™ we believe there are number of
looal center problems that oan and must be dlsoussed”™ also
any informations or any difficult problOTS that were settled
would fee of interest* ' 4:
Ite lenow that your fullest ooopeiatiaa will be given in making
this center conference a suo d$s but at this ttra© xoay wWo

formally request the sme9 Hoping to see you and the delegates
in Salt lake City on February 16th*

Very truly youxet
TOPAZ COMMOHIPy COUNCIL

&asaru |Eraharat dtiaimaii
Ccanznuiilty (kmnoll



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

_ HEAE3? MOUNTAIH HILOCAIEIOH PEOJECT
In reply, plesse refer to. HBAB3? MOTOAIH, WYOMIHG

HM:PM R JC

Fe"bmary 9, 190

Mr Dillon S* .Mfér, Director
ASithority

3arr Buildii

Washington, p. O,

PEOI Thomas T, Sashihara, Chairman
Heart Moixcitain Council

SUBUTEQTj National Sv~uee Conference is Necessary,

Ter reyyewing your letter jof Jamjfs'r 29th, Heart Mountain
Commanitv Council unanimously agreed toy”~end”elegates to the National
-Svacuee Conferencee Our shaxe of£/the f™xpense s”all be born by our
community* However, a majorit*/of ty& Co-uncilmeny expressed their
preference of hoi the pressed "nfere|]*ce a t o f the centrally
located Helocation 0”-ep”~rathe”~/than in ~icagoj G-rfnada was sug-
gested as the most feasible plax

The reasons for this are twofolt

1* It will affect considerable saving in exp
2*  Greater num*ber of days could be allowed f
and, consequently, more thoroti“h discussion could be

It is "believed that some Centers are reluctaitfco send delegates

because of the expense involved. If the Confereno” is held at C-ranada
this objection becomes negligible* ~or instance/” the expense of send-
ing two delegates from Heart Mountain to Ohicaso would involve an ut~
lay of a"bout $400.00, whereas to Granada the amount will be reduced to
less than $100*00, A proportional;e savings are possible for all other

Centers. It is. hoped thal; ."Hi. expense ."becomes ..no..longer .a problem, for
those Centers which are hesitan.t at present.

e second reason, is more important than the consideration of

.."expense*. n Chicago ..it wmld be impractical to laold. a meeting for
more ihan ane week. In G-ranada we could spend as much time as. needed”

fhe problems to T3 discussed are of such magnitude and complexity
that ample time would be required. Ho delegate should Tae denied f\jll
time for deliberation of his argument. Best possible result could not
be attained by craBiming discussions in short period of time.
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We believe that at least two \ireeks axe required to "bring this
Conference to a successful coaclusion. We suggest that the first week
''e devoted exclusively to the Conference of the eTracuee delegates.

“he viewpoint and objectives of evacuees should be thoroughly discussed
and crystalized "before discussing them xvith Washington Officials, the
meeting of which is stiggested for the second week*

Summarising the &") 1lre we siaggest as follows:
vz o~ ,\is v T s 4 un -

1* Hajne: “he National Evacuee Conference.
2. Objectives: To discuss evacuee problems and. ., seek "best
possible means of rehabilitation for evacuees*
3« Hujaber Of delegates Two fromeach center.
Place; Oranada Relocation Center, Amache, Oolorad*.

5* Dates:: “arch b to 11 - C6nference of evacuee delegates only,
Narch 13 to 17 - Joint Conference of evacuee delegates
and War Relocation Authority Officials.

#he foregomgs are merely suggestions with the hope that every
center will more readily participate. However, Heart CoEJmunity
Council vent on record "bhat it will senddele”ates regaMless where and
when the Conference is called and regardless of expense, “he main thin”
is to call the Conference and cell it as soon as possible,

Jfour immediate reply on the foregoing matters are requested.
A copy of this letter is 'bei 0 every center,
Py J& nbelgg KK o guepy center, -,
Yo\irs y~ry truly,
/s/ Thomas T, Sashihara

Thomas Sashihara, Chairman
Heart Mountain Community Oouncil

RYKimt
cc Denver Office
cc: Qolorewio "Niver Eel.  tr* cc: Rohwer Keiocation Ctr*
e H~zNjiar Relocation Gtr; Jerome Relocs/bion Ctr.
Central Utah ,Hele Ctr® Gila liver Eel* Ctr,

®elMcafci<h T-ule iialce Center

Orana<ia Eelocation dtr*?



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON
Office of the Director

FE8 10 1945
Mr. Masaru Narahara
Arrangements Committee All-Center Conference
Central Utah Relocation Center
Topaz, Utah

Dear Mr. Narahara:

t is with real pleasure that have accepted your invitation to
attend the all-center coaference in Salt Lake City. It is my hope, and
I know that it is also yours, "that from these discussions there will
come for . and for us a clearer picture of the situation and what can

be accomplished*

e The progress made in the restoration of full rights to aliens and
citizens, over the past two years, has been renarkable* The opening of
the West Coast is a cause for congratulation# The outstanding record of
the Nisei m uniform and the cooperative attitude of most evacuees is,
in large measure, responsible for these gains. We must allow nothing to
happen that will impair the public understanding that has been developed*

.. We, in the War Relocation Authority feel it as our jmjoi* rOspon~
in cooperation with you, to meet the problem of the reintegra-

tion of tiie evacuees into American life* 1 am concerned, as | am sure you
are too, with the urgent need for our young people to resume life in nor-
njal communities* They have been subject too long to the narrow and arti-
ricial life of the past two and one—half years* X am also aware that* the
parents and older people are thinking about economic security. IKiere has
been no period, in recen*t history when there are so Biauy einploynaent op-
portunities as now* For those who are sick or aged or for other reascais
cannot seek productive eir$)lpyment, assistance is available through per-
manently established social agencies*

Finally, 1 believe you should know that in accomplishing the
task of working out the inciividual cases of the thousands of families

in our centers, we will have the cooperation and good will of many
Federal, state, and private agencies# Working together I feel confident
that He win accomplish the objective in which all of us are interested,
the successful and satisfactory readjustment of every evacuee family

into American life* It is this problem of the ways and means of assist-
ing the center residents to move back into normal comraanities that 1 con-
sider to be Jthe loost important task before us#

Will yeni convey to the delegates at your first meeting my sin—
cerest wishes for a successful conferencee 1 am looking forward to the
opportunity for discussions with the assembled group.

With kindest regards, | am

Sincerely,



WAR RIXOCAIIOM AOTHOBITX
Cesntral Otcli Project
Topas# Otah

Coamunitjsr GovH*
Februazy X , 1945

Colorado Tia-
Pemrei*, Colorado

Dear Sirs

W« cordlsLUy iait# your r*proMatalYe« 1k att«ad
e official meetlage of th* alX-ceater conf«renc
which Is to be hold at Salt I>ke Citjjr coaotencing
Febrtsaity X8th to SEnd*

February 16«1 md 17th will be for the E)reparatloa
of the ag™ida sad progrca* fTh# official confereKice
will be from Februazy 19th to S2ad» Mr* tty%r and
other WR*A* officios will attoid on the SHet*

lour fullest cooptration will b« appreciated in

ttakiag €x18 Inpor“coi UL~cid r coult.rttic#
micc000.

f«y truljr yo«r«#

TOFAZ OOMMUHXTI CX>USCXL

Masaru Harahara”® Chalraan
Coaunmit”™ Council



WAR RBIDCATION AUTHOHITY
Central Utah Project
Tropazt Utah

CknnBSizilt3r G T ft«
Sbbrua:qr 1945

ISie Utah Hippo Corp*
161 W South Temple 3t«
Salt lake Cityf Utah

Sear Sirs

oordI”™iljr invite your representatives to attend
the offioial meotings of the all**oent@r oonferen 8¢
whioh Is to be held at 3aXt lake OIlty oommenelog
February 16th to 22nd#

Bsbruaiy 16th and 17th will be for the preparation
of the &g nda and program* ?h official oonferdiice

will be from bruary 19t to 2Ecid» Mr* % 6r and
other WBA O fficials ill attend on the 21st*

Tour fullest cooperatlcm will be appreciated ixi
making this Important all®oentar oonferenoe a 8U oes8«

Very truly yoursf
TQVAZ ocmmxvY council*

lasaru Iferanarat Onalrman
Oaomunlty Counoil



WAH RELOOATIOII AUTHORIW
Central tJtah Project
Topaz# Utah

Cosoinunlty Gcerrot #
February 10t 1946

Booky Shinpo Sfff
ItO\I%rt Coplorado pi

Bear Sirs

la cordially inyite y<Hir representatives to attend
the offiolal meetlogs of the alX”exrter confQirdxioe
which is to be held at Salt lake OIlty ooinmaneing
Jtebruaiy 16th to S2nd#

February 16th aad 17th will be for the preparation
of the agenda and program* The offlolal oonferanoe
will be from February 19th to 22nd* Mr# |”rer and

other WHA O fficials will attend on the Slst*

Tour fullest 0001)Ora&tim wtii be appreciated in
making this important alX”~oenter conference a success*

Vary truly yourst
TOPAZ COVBSOmMiTy COUNCIL

Basaru iferabaLra* TSEalraSn
Comiaunlty Oounell



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

HSAHT MOOTAIN FiSLOCATION PaOJSCT
Heart Mountain, Wyoming

rebriiary 11,1944

Chairman of Coaimimity Coiancil
War Eelocation Authority
Central Utfii Belocation Center
Topaz, Utah

Dear Sir Hiro-u™h Mr. Charles I~ Ernst, Project Erector

Snclosed are two copies of a report Mr, Thomas Sashtkara,
our present Chairman of the Conammity Council. The thoxi“hts presented
are ideas #iich -w hope would provoke thinking* Please liave one f
your moabers it over ad. present it to the Council for discussion.

Oiir hopes axe to create and stinnilate a desire on the part of
evacuees to prepare futTire plans of tlieir own relocation parogrem* We
feel there are other ideas that migh.t 'be added or this report be elabo*
rated upon. We hope that sometiling msgr come out of this article.

-r Center Eelocation Planning Consaission has gone on record to
continue to push and support a National Conference for evacuees. Hfe
feel centers need to present a -united front to ottain this objective.
Our Conaaission is now geared to give the residents of this center a
more compreiiensive relocation program and all help possible so that
leaves on the project level are expedited. Eelocatees are being given
more and more consideration and cooperation so that their initial start
into the outside might have a better chance for successful adjustment.

We hope to send you a more detailed account of the aforementioned
matter later.

Please give us any other information that might h.elp us in ovr
program and if there are any questions you wando not hesitate to aslc us*

Yeiy sincerely yours,

Robert Kod"Sa., Executive Secretary
RO1008Ltion Planning Commission

Approved for transmittal, Gray Sobertson
Project Director

Enclosure 57595



PROFOSED CONFERENCE OF NINE RELOCATION CENTERS
Evacueesl Future at Stake | c

* k% k% * k% x * -

L 3 { > . e o *\ o _ . - _.* »

Apathy, if not direct opposition”® is eindicated in'certain quarters toward"-the
proposed conference of nine relocation centers, A misunderstanding as to the pur-
pose of this conference is to be blamed for such attitude.,” As far as | can deter-:
mine, the chief objection is voiced as follows? "The conference is called by 'the

in order to devise ways and means of expediting :the W.FUA*..relocation policy
which was handed down to us arbitrarily.”™ This voice argues farther, ,Since the
meexing is called to' .faci.litate ~'te W.R.A polioyj the expenses should be:borne -by
the sponsor. Otherwise} we need not send any delegatﬁi;* "

The owners of such voice are usually persens who have not as yet recovered from
the original indignations of evacuation and still carry nchips! on their shoulders.
They have not as yet' .fully.discovered.:.that-W*R«.A 1is..the agency to serve evacuees and
its aim is identical with the interest and welfare:of the-people. However, WAR.A. 1is
not without fault, for it created among certain quarters a suspicion and sometimes
resentment by arbitrary handling of many problems. So far, all W.R.A. policies
were TManded down™ iiotts* Relocation is the all-important problem'to every evacuee
with his future at stake. YOt relocation policies were formulated by Washington
officials without any consultation: ofJevacuees. = ndt .disc.ussing the merit' or
demerit of these policies 9'hut- -mGrrly stating that the method employed in:arriving
at these policies was not democratics but dictatorial Therein lies the chief cause
for suspicion and resentment.

Howover 9..' th.e.'W.RVA, !lLs doaf to -any 'Cans' tructivG;suggestions™ And pe sensed
recently a marked tendency- on tHe part officials-.._desiring-..gr.ea. 'er evacuee
participation on all matters affeGting -thdir welfare* Ther”fore?: the *Heart Mountain
Community' Couiricfl believes time is-ripe "o, call a conference "of evacuee "repr'e-"

sentativos with W R._..A officials to discuss various matters of the oenter and to
formulate or modify the policy regarding relocation. To avoid misunderstanding, it
should b# *bo»r!*ne-lri-tMt:vf, %R A, -the' - -ones-who' ' -"ariginsitM tho r
idea of -the c. 0. .n.ference:i ... .:-..-m .. .. -

Now let us turn our discussiOin t> the vpul™p.o®e'd of this conference. Although' the
meexmg is proposed ppiffiarily 4o discuss relocation” vve' are not forbidden to discus”
any other matters concerning us. This conferones will be the first real opportunity
the centers havd- had -individually and jointly to air their 'grievances and to express
their opinions -in the *epresOnoe of %'e hea'd of the W*R.A®  _Such: an: “op-por unity mu: t
not be passed up. -Many centers 'problems can fee discoissed for.-our mutual benefite A
federation of nine centers'may 'be proposed to:faster* a solidarity among evacuees to m
unify our anin.ori. .ih er.es s: and<to. .aff.ord' 'Us. a. ¢l:eairin hous®©* -for. ..'exchange., of. infAr- ~
mation and ideas among all ce-nters: R A

The most important job to be accomplished is the formulation of an over-all
policy fer our 'rehabilitation. The presenii'W.R,"' Ae,policy, relocating evacuees on e
job basis is g0V 'as far as it goes'™* fActs indidaise, the y%abilitation- via;
this method touche only certain percentages and is impractical and even impossible '
for the largest percentage of evacuees.

The recent announc-'ebent' -of; selective service agaih-puts a difr et eht slant ot the-
whole relocation problem,- ' Fctini- the- standpoint™ "of public relations, this is important
news to Nisei, but frdm the' relocation point of View?:a = completel collapse of the— pre”
sent relocation policy-;soems' iminenij. 'mm 7 tiLrw.

A man™ avhaiving- hi<s iilducti“on-will rio r ngcrrbe- xnieirested in" rslpcation.” 1iiged;
parents who aro planning tc "gG “aut' Wwhén th-eir son “test* blishes himself iri suitable ":
employment will b.e forced® to abandon® their- plahs for t*he:breadwinner will ~almost
surely be inducted. " _ = fo.. /.

- N - " [ - . . < _¢ o~ .

A successful relocation can;only iDe accomplished in' family groups/ Many plane
for group relocation on farms are being advocated by various people. At the coming
confab thes eVplel' fts ' ishourd bRé 'gc*rutiriiz-eS calrafulXy. -Mahyrworthwhile suggestions'are

likely to come out* We may be able' to; fo-rmulaH;e » master plan, by %ich farm' reloca-
tion may be facilitated * : LI | L~ S - L2 o



Proposed Conference Of Nine Relocation Centers 1-

Various means of helping independent business men should also be reviewed. In
conjunction with the existing Vi/.R.A field offices in various cities>m:dopat tmeat
devoted to business survey should be created. Among the evacuees there are many
business men who have had experience in dealing with Caucasian patrons. A very large
number of the. people: were engaged in hotel, grocery9 dry cleaning, restaurant and
other businesses' a-nd were catering to th:e American publice If- proper survey is'made
and informaxion' imparted as to the various business opportunities in various reloca_
tion areas, many business men may.be helped to relocate™

A certain percentag.e' of- evacueeslwill not be abl-e to relocate' under any plarl
for the duration-. :Certainly-the agenda should include a discussion of the~ways and'
means of rehabilitation for this group. m

Tho average' age of isseiife-'said to ife siicty. It istoo much to ask a person- of
sixty to rehabilitate himselfin a 'strange’ cbmmlinity with the; handicap -of language
and with the status™ of- enomy alien,. Roali-zation of these facts are es-sential in-

p anning their reh.abilitationprogram.- [V | .

The January Tst issue ofthe .._SaturdayEvening" Post- givesan iilteresi)ing- account -
of a project 'undertaken by the State, of. ¥ermont in rehabililiating wounded soldrers

and handicapped people. .Arts and handi@rafts are the meansj;employed-. A reharkable
success is reported9which gives us kn idea;that a similar project might--be under-
taken at our cen' t'ers’- Y T

It is an accepted fact that the Japanese are naturally artistic and very skill-
ful with their hands Arts and handicrafts may be the God-given answer. The pros-
pect of starting such>a project in the' centers is nbt unlikely if we Obtain the co-
operation of the W»FUA*.' 7r bell v& .thefe mre almost unlilfiiited .de.mand.s .0.n' .the ma.i' ket
for handicraft products. After the war, it- may;be developed into a larger field of
manufacturingi

TL.oelt Lt ‘m VN /e . " A"_mm 5
believe that- farming;and manufacturing have the greatest possibilitiesmsisr the
future of our pe-opleThe racial feeling will- -always exist; the anti-sentiments can-
not be changed radically even after the return of peace In farming ahd manufactur-
ing 9 the evacuee need not come m direct con act with tho public 5 his chief concern
is to produce the bepossible product at:the bhoapost 1) sSible:price;

If te... past.. experi-e.ftcds.: ar® O -be used as :alcriterion™ ewr future will not be
bright as employeei3The 1i'aciial-dha”acteristics will invariably ¥ rk a handicap in
getting promotion," WTthlthe ~signing of peace treatiQdj millions of ex-soldiers and
defense workers will te hunting jobd* ~e:will'be the' fir«ii ones to be .discharged
when such time comes> ;0f «C yr'se, thereWill be eer Iift exceptions but generally
sjpeaking, *out* future -prospec*t as employees “is very "blaGk indeed* | do not wish to be
a pessimist. But we must be realistic in planning our future*

As far as'. .can's.eeth: . ptrSsib.ility for min' GJ*ity group which- is more or
less ostracized lies in independerit undertaking', such as'farming and “nanufacturing
as mentioned before. cee D ] na

It is needless to say that the independent undertakings require backing of
capixale As $16,00-a-month vmge earners9we are not even qualified to talk about
financing. However, if We are to make a long-range plan of our futurej financing
should occupy an- important -.place in'-such a plan. -And “even under the -present circum-
stances,-1' -gee-'a possibility of starting, our' own financial ihstitutioni'r. -4 .

All centers have consumer cooperative businesses which are. markedly successful.
In Heart Mountain last yeal?, ~the net' :earning Was slightly-over $1G0 ,000.00¢ The
aggregate net:darning ,of.ail :-ihei..cent r. co-ops waikldramourTt «to arotind a million -
dollars a year, The”e'eal”™ning are now-being retiirned to -the consumers as patronage
refunds. A way could be devised to set aside certain portion of this money fa**the
establishment ol* our own bank to finance our own rehabilitation.

- - . a y ..m -

Many people talk about possible reparation on damages incurred by the evaicua-'
ti n. Some hinge'their -eniire -hopesv;”™>n;possible -goVernmeht assistance# We may-be
able to get repar<ation' ai the end of the”war. If._there .is a legal basis forldemand-
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ing such reparation? we should plan proper legal steps at this® conference. But we
cannot plan our future on such uncertainties a? reparation or government aid.

am a firm believer in the axiom, "Heaven helps those who help themselves.M
Our plan of rehabi itation must be based on this principle.

Now let us summarize the foregoing points in outline form which may be used as tentd
tive agendas

The center problems

Review .and discussion on present policy of relocation on 'mpod basis".
Family and group relocations

lays and means of assisting business men for relocation

The rehabilitation of the people who are unable to relocate.

Arts and Handicrafts as possible means of rehabilitation.

General policy as to the future of Japanese in United States.
Establishment of financial institution.

Establishment of Federation of Nine Relocation Centerse

Any one of the above topics is important enough to call a conference, but am
aware of the limitations of a conference, and wc cannot possibly find answers to all
the problems The conference will be a success even if we arc- able to take but one
single step in the right diroction.

Tho problems to bo discussed are our own* Our future is. at stakee¢ The matter
of who pays the expense 1is insignificant in comparison with tho purposee Every
evacuoo should support this conference without reservation.

Thomas T. Sashihara
Chairman
Heart Mountain Gonimunity Council



ALL GNTIE3 QOHFEHENGS
SALT LAKE m * UTAH

February 18t 1945

C« H. Terakawa
S47 m&% First South
Salt Lake Gi%y$ Utah

Dtar T«rak&«a:

On behalf of the All Qtnter Conference now In seesion
(February to B2 InclU8iY«)f I hare hem delegated
the honor of inviting you to attend our Open Meeting

to be held Wedne&day, February 1.9459 from | 3 P*n*»
in the C#nfereD e Room of the T«W»C»A™t 06 Baet Thiztl
South9 Salt Lake Clty# Utah# A number ot the outstand*
ing friends of Japanese and Japanese American residents
of this O\mtry are being asked to partioipate in the
informal di&cussione at this i&eetingt whioh will be
attended by Ur* Dillon Se £yert HatlenaX Director ot the
War HeXocatlen Authority*

We are thirty delegates representing the residents of

seven W.fUA* Relocation Centers, gathered to discuss the
manifold problems ot center rdeldents™ in connection both
wiUi relocation and the annouziced closing e the centers

by January 2( X946«

We will appreciate yaur every e”™”™ort to accept this
tatlonf as we sincareXy teel that your presence will con«*
tribute substantially to the success of our cotUTerenow*

Tours very sinoerexXy”

All Center Conference



ALL CSNm QONBENCS
SALT LAKE G I1n9 UTAH

February 18# 1945

Mr. harry Tajirl
Pacific Citlsexis
Beeson Buildin%
Salt Lake Cltyt Utah

Dear Hr* Tniiri:

On behalf of the AIX Center Conference now Iin session
(February 16 to zZzZ IncXuslvd)™ X have been delegated
the honor of Inriting you to attend our Open Meeting

to be held Wedne6day» February 21i 1945» from 1230 p«n*«
in the Ccnfarenae of the T»>W*0«A#f 306 Sast Third
Souths Salt Iske Cityv Utah. A number of the outstand-
ing friends of J&p&nese and Japanese American reeldents
ot this country are tiding asked to particijpate in the
Informal discusalone at this meeting<e lAiich will be
attended by Mm» Dillon s, Myer» national Director Qt
the War HeXocatlon Authority«

fe are thirty delegates representing the meldents ot
seven WEUA« fUilocation Centerse gaUiered t discuss

the manifold probiesis ot center residents» in connection
both with relocation an4 the announced closing of the
oenters by tfenuary 1946*

We will appreciate your ©very effort to accept this
?itationf as we sincerely CetiX that your preennod will
contribute substantia®Xy to the BUcoese of our conference

Tours rtry sincerely

. \IlImn
ﬁ“aru lNraranarat Onairman
All Colter ConXeronce



ALL QEKTSR COHFSHSNCS
SALT IAKE CITY, UTAH

February X&9 194&

Hr* Saburo Kido o

Japanese American Citizens League
Beeson Building

3aXt I>ake Clt™y Utah

Dear Mr* Kidos

On behalf of the All CeaUr Qim”erenc™ now In eds81011
(February 16 to ZZ inolmitn), i toav b«ea deXtgeted tla#
honor 9t inciting you to a™t«nd our Op#n M6ftiing to_b# _
l«sl4 Wedno8day# ulurwai™ 81,19 < froa i>3 pe -+ in i®
6onferenoe Boon oi T*®«C*A# 306 Es% Third south*

Salt i«ake Clty» Utah* A nuatoer of the outstanding friends
of <Japan986 and panese Anorio&n rdsldonts of this counr
try are being asked io participate in th« informal disoue*
elons at this me~tlzigg whioh will bo attended by M« Dillon
S Uyer» National Director of th» tar Htlocatlea Authority.

Wy are thirty delegates r~presenling the residents of saT<m
WH*A» RaXocation Canter8f gathered to discuss the nanifold
roblems of center tbbidents9 in connection b with re4
ooation and Uie announced oloslng of the centers by Janu*

eary Sv X946*

We will appreciate yoiir every effort to accept this in?lta-

ti nt ae we sincereX/ ~eel that your presenoo iXIl contri-
butd substantially to success of our ocmXerenoe*

fours very sincerely.

Ilasaru Haraharat Clairman
AXX Centi™“r Con™0r#n 0



CEN7SB CONME»CE
SALT LAKE GITY» UTAH

February X3f 194$%

Kiss Pierce

YWCA

306 East Third South
Salt L&ka City# Utah

Dear Miss Pierce:

On behalf of the AH_ Center GlonXerenee aow in

Februitry 16 to inciusi . . 2 liave _ *“ 6iegated

the honor ot inviting you to attend our Open lloellng t©
be held Wednesday« February 2X$ 1945# Jlrom X 30 p.m«#

in the Conferencé H a of the TWCA# 306 Best Third ~outht
Salt I*ake City« Utah* A number ot ti39 o”tetancling friends
of Japanese and Japanese American ra&idonts oif this coun*
try are being asked to participate In the informal dis-
cuaslons at this meeting, utiich wiXX be attended by Mr. Dil.
Xon S* Uyer, National Pirec™or £ the War Edlocation Au»
thoritjr*

We are thirty 49legates rtpreseating the risideats ox
WHA HeXoca™ion G«nt«rat to diaouas < anifold
roblems of oenter residenteg In connection both with r«-
ocation and the armounced closing of tlae centers by Janu-
ary S, 1940,

W« will appreciate your every el'fia't to accept this IriYi®

tation# as we sinooir«ly f0e3L tJaat your presence will con-
tribute substantially to the success ot our c™nferenc#*

You



ALL CENTER C NFERKNCE
SALT LAKE G m. UTAH

February Id# 1945

Mr, Arthur Oaeth
Citizens Committee for
Constitutional Eights
1877 Harvard Avenue
Salt Lake City» Utah

Dear Mr* daeth

On behalf of th9 AX1 Center Conference non in session (February
16 to BB inoIn1irA%§ | have been delegated %0 honor of inviting
you to attend our Open Meeting to be hold Wednesday« February 8Xf
x945f from | 3 ?«)!»> In the Conference Hoom ( th« T«W*C«AV
306 East Third Southt Salt Lak« City9 Utah« A number of the out*
standing friends of J&p&neee and Japcu”ese Affierican residents of
this country are being asked to partioipatd in the InforaiaX die**
cu8sions at this meetingtwhich will be attended by lir« Dillon 8*
My@rt National Director ot the War 110100ation Authority.

We are thirty delegates representing the residents ot seven WAR.A*
Relocation Cenierst gathered to discuss the manifold problems of
center ra8ident8f In oonneotion both with relocation and Uie
announced oXosing ot the centers by January 2$ 1946

We will _appreciate yovir every effort to accept this inYltationf
as we sincerely feel that yo\u* presence will contribute substan-
tially to the success of our conference.

Youre rery sincerely9

Mas”ra Nar&uaraf Chairman
All Center GonterenoB



ALL QWTER COMEHJSNCE
SALT LAKS CXTr9 UTAH

February X6« 194%

Chief Justice Wolfe
Utah State Supreme Court
Capital Building

It Lftlee City. Utah

Honorable Chief Justioe Wolfe:

On behalf Qt the AU_ Center Conference now in aessioa
(February 16 to zz inolusiYe)# X have been deXegated th«
honor of Inviting gou tQ attend our Open Meeting to be
held Wednesday, February 819 1945t from 1J30 F«H«» 1In th#
6onTerenow Hoo« oS the T.W*C.A,Tf 506 Third i>outhf
3&1t i%ake City* Utah* A number of the outataading trien4&
ot Japanese and Japanase Araerioan residents of this counr
try are beln% asked to participate in the informal di»™ \:
cussions al thia meetings whieE will be attended by fir« DI
lon S. Myer9 National Director ot the mar HdXocation
Author itj«

We are thirty 4#l#gate& representing the resldeate of
W«H.AV Relocation Centersf gathered to diecuss the manifold
problems of center residants. in connection both with re-
location and the announced closing of tl» centers by Jam
uary 2T 1946*

We will appreciate ¥our every effort to accept this Invita-
ti nt ae we sincerely teel tiiat your presence will contr
bute substantially to the success ot our conference*

&incerely9

abarat Chairman
All Getter Conference



