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December 5, 1945

Mr, Stuart Palmer

\ssistant Director

American Bducation Fellowship
289 TFourth Avenue

New York 10, New York

Dear ir, Palmer:

In answer to your request of November 20th for
information regerdng the work of this Committee,
we wish to infom you that the Committee on Amexiean
Principles and Fair Play is beinz dissolved this
month,

Yery alncersly yours,

f/irS. thh ‘f’o Kin{{,man
Execu tive Secretary
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December 10, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingmen

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
2287 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley 4, Californisa

Dear Mrs. Kingmans

Under separate cover we are sending you ten extra copies of

the summary of the conference on Japanese Americans and ten
copies of the attendance list.
Sincerely yours,

Tl W alile s

Toru Matsumoto, Director
Committee on Resettlement
of Japanese Americans
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lire Alfred 4., Lundberg
Key System

Urove Street

Qakland, California

Dear Mr. Lundberg:

The War Relocation Autharity is establishing a pamel, from
which the Director of the Autharity may, from time to time, select
three members to hold sessions as a Board of Appeals for leave
Clearance to consider the appeals of Japanese-imerican evacuees
whose application for indefinite leave from & relocation center
hag been denied by the Director.

I should be happy if you would agree to serve as & member
of that panel,

Although a fullsr statement concerning the Leave Regulations

of the Authority and the procedure to be followed by the Board of
Appeals for leave Clearance will be later made available to the
members of the panel, I should like to indicate here very briefly
the general procedure to be followed. Under the Leave Regulations
of the Authority any evacuee, whether citizem or alien, may spply
to the Director for permission to leave & relocation center. That
application is considered and an appropriate investigation is made,
Information that iz ave lable in the files of the intelligence agenw
¢ies of the Government is examined. The applicant is thereupon
notified that his application for indefinite leave has been either
granted or denied, The Regulations of the Authority provide that
every applicant shall be granted leave as & malier of right where
he spplicant has made srrangement for cmployment or other means of
support, where the community to which the spplicant wi shes to go
is reasonably willing to accept evacuees, where the evacuee agrees
to keep the Authority notified of his changes of address, and
where the Director has no reasonable ground to believe that the
internal security of the country would be endangered through the
issuance of leave to the applicant, Ve are now providing that an
applicant who has been denied leave -~ and the denials, almost
without exception, are due to a belief that the internal security
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of the country would be endangered through issusnce of leave, rather
than through a failure to satisfy the other requirements as to em~
ployment, community acceptance and reports == may appeal from that
denial, and the Director will refer such appeals to the Board of
Appeals for lLeave Clearance., It is our plan to have the Board hold
its sessions at the Tule Lake Center in northern California, at
Newell, about 35 miles from Klamath Falls, Oregon.

e have no way at present of estimating the number of appeals
that will be made. It is our plam to call a meeting of the Board
when a number of cases are available for consideration. The Board
wuld then sit in continuous session at the Tule Lake Center, probably
for sbout a week at a time, until 21l pend ng cases are dlsposed of,
The Board will not have the power of final decisiong it will make
recommendations to the Director for disposition of the cases, but
the Director anticipates that, in the absence of very strong reasons
to the contrary, he will be guided by the recommendations of the
Board,

It is our plan to pay a per diem compensation to members of
the Board that will be adequate to pay for actual travel and sube
sistence expenses incurred, We are not planning to pay a salary
in addition to these expenses,

If you find that you are able to spend an occasional week
on our work but not more, I shall be happy to have you indicate
that and we can make our plans accordingly, Before any convening
of the Board, it is my plan to check with the members of the pamel
and select three members who can conveniently sit for the particular
session of the Beoard.

I hope that you can find your way clear to accept member=
ship on the pamel, Will you let me hear from you at your early
convenience,

Sincerely,
\JE; §“) /4
g 3 LT

Director




December 14, 1945

Mr, N, W, Griffin, Regional Secretary
National Association for the
Advancement of the Colored People
Room 206, Geary Street

San Frencisco 8, Californie

Dear Mr, Griffin:

We pegret thaet we will not be eble to meet with you
in the meeti ng you are plenning for early in 19846 of in-
terested groups on the West Coast. The only reason that
we will not be able to mset with you is that our Committee
is bringing its work to & close next week,

Organized as an emergency group to support law-abid-
ing persons of Jepenese ancestry, particulearly during the
war years, we now feel that the greater part of our work
is done and that other more permenent groups are now ready
to take over whet is left undone by shorter-lived agencies,

1 have bery much enjoyed meeting and working wi th
¥r, Joseph James from time to time. I hope that belng free
of my vork with the Feir Play Commi ttee will allow me to
put more time on some of the other programs that my husband,
Harry Kingmen, continues to be interested.

Mey I wish you the best of luck in your plans for
developing additionel "econtacts among organizations with
similar aims and programs,”

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth W, Kinsman
Ixecutive Secretary




December 14, 1945

Pfc. Ned Minamoto
1235 8, W, Alder
Partland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Minamoto:

It is always good to heer from any of the men overseas,
It is especially good to hear from anyone from the 442nd.
So much of my time amd interest have been devoted to affairs
in which you men have a very deep concern, that it always
affords me the greatest pleasure to hear personsally from
any of you.

The Feir Play Commottee is satisfied that there are
now several organizations and civic agencies up and down
the Coast which are ready to champion the cause of the
Niseli., These organizations and agencies are of a permanent
nature and can contribute more, in the long run, than can
our organization which was drawn together on an emergency
basis at a time when other orgenizations were not ready to
go the whole way,

Because we feel that the work will be carried on satis-
factorily by other groups, it has been decided that the Fair
Play Committee shall discontinue working as & committee and
we will close our of fi ces on December 20th.

I am glad thet your letter came when it did as we still
have on hand the material you have asked far.

Thank you again for your fine letier, I hope that you
have all the luck in the world yourself and that your country,
particularly that portion of it which is located on the Pacific
Coast, will eventually afford you &nd your buddies the high
place in our respect and affection which you have won.

Very slncerely yours,
Mrs, Ruth W. Kingman
Bxecutive Secretary

RiK:es
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Dacember 19, 1945
Executive Secretary
Mgrs. Rute W. KiNneMAN
Office: 2287 Telegraph Ave.,
Room 215§
Berkeley 4

Mr., Will C, James Telephone: AShberry 6214

670 Sen Luis Road
Berkeley, California

Dear Mr., James:

The enclosed minutes carry an account of the "Discussion
on the Dissolution" of the Fair Play Committee.

e feel that you will be interested in these minutes,
and will wish to go over them.

thank you for your interest and cooperation in the

108

Committee?

May

work of

I
the

It has been & big job, and a satisfactory one which we
heve done. I am confident that it could never have been accom-
plished nor even undertaken without the support of the persons
who make up our Advisory Board and Executive Committee,

It has been a privilege for me to work with and for such
a Board., May I add my own personal word of thanks to you along
vith the gratitude of the entire membership?

Very sincerely yours,

W-)"&-\W\

Mrs. Ruth T, Kingman
Executive Secretary

“...A '.: - ie & ; ag ¢ - 7
mericanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Fronklin D. Roosevelt, February 1, 1943




MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Of The

PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY
Held ‘
Dceember 12, 1945, Berkeley, California

-

Present: Dr. Paul S, Taylor, Mrs. Ruth W, Kingman, Miss Leila Anderson, Mrs.
Mary B. Alexander, Dr. Gulen M, Fisher. Visitor: Mr. Hurry W. King-
man.

Dr. Fisher: Tne Sub-committee recommended that:
(1) Effort be made to coordinate efforts of all agencies dealing
with minority problems, including those of Japanese Americans.

(2) Good-will of Fair Play Committee be transferred to any such
organizetion as might result from efforts toward such
coordination.

Motion made by Miss Anderson, seconded and carried, that recommendation of
Sub~-committee be accepted.

Financial Resort by Dr. Fisher (..ssistant-Treasurer). Cish on hand, December b !
1645, $1818.94. Arrecnicat with Los Lngeles to pay 700,00 to
meet their $700.00 between September 1945 and December 1945.
Met in full by both parties. /iudit of Committee's books now
being made, by Long & ‘lyman, of San Francisco, 7ill be avail-
able for closing of btooks. Columbia Foundation grant of
700,00 for conferences not used in toto. Balance will be re-
turned to Foundation. Only current bills outstanding.

Motion made by Mrs. Kingman, seconded and carried, thet the Financial Report

be accepted.

Report of Executive Secretary:
(1) Leceount of New York Conference.
(2) Report on Vashington contacts.
(3) Recommendation that office close in December.
(4) Resignation offered, effective December 31, 1945.

Motion made by Dr. Fisher, seconded and ecarried, that Executive Secretary be
instructed to meke final contacts with federsl agencies,
suggesting to them that any concluding surveys they may meke
as to0 evacuee needs shall provide as complete a fiscal record
as possible, this record to be made available for any possible
future computation of evacuee losses.

BExecutive Secretary instructed to confer with the Executive Director of the
Columbia Foundation concerning possibility of retaining re-
meining funds for future emergency purposes., California
Councils for Civic Unity.




Discussion: Brought out the following points of agreement.

(1) Proposal, as presented to 35 organizations, is considered workable.,

(2) Proposed organization is acceptable provided that the imerican Council
on Race Relations, as guiding egency, will provide, in addition to coun-
seling, clearing house, and other such specizl service, one staff member
who can act as coordinator for the program.

(3) Dr, Fisher should write & letter to the imericean Council on Race Rele-
tions, incorporating the foregoing points.

Dissolution of Committee

Discussion: Satisfaction was expressed in the work accomplished by the Committee,
(1) iny tendency toward gredual weakening of Committee should be avoided.
(2) The Cormittee should dissolve while it is still a live orgesnization so
that it will not lose its prestige.
(3) Committee should be in existence as morcl force.

Motion made by Dr. Fisher, seconded by lMrs., .lexander, and carried untnimously,
in recognition of the fact that the major contribution the Committee in-
tended to make nt its inception has been completed.,

(1) Discontinue active program, close executive office, oS of Dec. 20, 1945.

(2) iccept resignation of Executive Secretary, effective December 31, 1943,

(3) Send out notices of this action to £ll .dvisory Bonrd members.

(4) Sand out news relecse, steting: (a) Office closure, Dec. 20, 1945,
(b) Bxecutive Secretary resignation, Dec. 31, 1945, (c) The idvisory
Board and Executive Committee to disband at a later date,

(5) News relecse not to be made until Lmericnn Council on Race Relations
feels that Colifornic Council of Civic Unity is on its way townrd effec-
tive organizection,

Motion made by Mrs., Kingman, seconded and carried.

(1) Files and officinl pnpers of the Committee be trnnsported to the Pacific
School of Religion in Berkeley, there to be held for nt least two yenrs.

(2) The ultimate intention is thnt all documents of historical velue be
placed in the Bancroft Library or other appropriate place.

{3) The present Executive Committee hold itself ready to be called together
to vote final disposition of such papers.

Motion made by Dr. Fisher, seconded ond carried,.

Granting Power of Lttorney to Gelen M, Fisher &nd Paul S. Taylor for
purpose of signing statement re eligibility of contributors to exemp-
tion from income tax on contribution to Committee.

Dr. Taylor cxpressed deep eppreciation of Committee of all of the effort and
time given to its work by the Executive Committee, and spoke particu-
larly of the work of the Executive Secretarye The members present
joined Dy, Teylor in expressing the latter.

Dr, Pisher proposed that resignation of Executive Secretnry be accepted with
deop appreciation and admiration for effective service,

Moeting cdjourned: 5:45 p.m., Docember 12, 1945.
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Dearesene

You mayy be famillar with most of the iteme mentione in the esi-
closed summary of Acti¥ities in 1945, but seeing them in the mass gives
a better idea of their cumulative effect. Even so, the most telling
achievements dgndt appear at all, for they don't lend themselves %o
formal report,.!

The year's record p c8 the wisdom of having an Executive Secre-
tary, and we were for tunate to seoure onso able and discreet zs
Mrs. Kingman, She Snds high in the esteem of impesdsemt leaders both
in Washington and along this Coast. But the brunt of the fieldy fig hting
8 to speak, has been carried by our 800 members in a hundred communi-
ti Pointed printed matter has provided : Amuu¢b1kh. iUt less than
luL,JuO pleces have been distributed. \ pamphlet th i !
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