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Dr. Edward N. Barnhart 
Department of Speech 
424 Wheeler Hau.
University of California 
Berkeley 4, California

D ear Dr * Ba r n h a r t：

Your good letter was d e l a y e d a b i t , inasmuch as I m o v e d from Al hambra

SOME MONTHS AGO TO SOUTH PASADENA. T hE RE-ROUTING OF YOUR LETTER 

¬NVOLVED ALMOST A WEEK, UNFORTUNATELY,

YOU INQUIRED FIRST ABOUT A STATEMENT l MADE AT SACRAMENTO tN 1942 

RELATIVE TO THE IMPORTANCE OF THE JAPANESE IN CALIFORNIA FOOD PRODUC­

TION. It is p ro ba bl e you can get a c opy f rom the Department in 

Sa c r a m e n t o* l w ou ld s uggest you wri te t o：

Mr. M« H. Hussong 
Public Information Specialist 
State Department of Agriculture 
State Office Building No. l 

Sacramento 14, California

A SECOND CONSIDERATION YOU RAISED WAS THE THEORY THAT THE JAPANESE 

EVACUATION WAS FOSTERED BY LOCAL AGRICULTURAL GROUPS. [ AM GLAD TO 

NOTE YOU FIND LITTLE SUPPORT FOR SUCH A NOTION, FOR IT CERTAINLY IS 

NOT FACTUAL• Im YOUR RESEARCH, YOU MAY HAVE RUN ACROSS REFERENCES TO 

THE ALTERNATIVE PLAN WHICH l SPONSORED DURING THE TWO OR THREE MONTHS

following Pearl Harbor； Other than known troublemakers or the very 
ILL, ESTABLISH THE ,  JAPANESE IN THE FIFTEEN OR MORE C* C. C. 

CAMPS ADJACENT TO THE CENTRAL VALLEY, USING THE ABLE-BODIED AS A MOBILE 

FARM LABOR FORCE. THE FARMERS WOULD PAY GOING WAGES (THEN $12.  OR 
MORE PER DAY WAS READILY EARNED), BUT THE STATE WOULD FIRST DEDUCT CAMP 

AND RELATED COSTS, DEPOSITING OF THE REMAINDER ALL BUT "CIGARETTE MONEY' 

TO THE ACCOUNT OF THE WORKER, PENDING END OF HOSTILITIES*

T hat p l a n w o u l d have been e ntirely s el f-s up po rt i ng and l argely c o n s t r u c- 

TIVE, WHEREAS THE EVACUAT³ON WAS DESTRUCT³VE AND ³NVOLVED M ³LUONS OF 

DOLLARS, AS YOU KNOW. ASIDE FROM OTHER SUPPORT, YOU MAY BE SURE THAT t 

SECURED THE SUPPORT OF ALL FARM GROUPS AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS BEFORE 

EVER SUGGEST³NG MY PLAN* T〇 MY POSITIVE KNOWLEDGE, THE ENT³RE ³MPETUS 

FOR THE EVACUATION CAME FROM WASHINGTON, PARTICULARLY FROM THE WHITE

House. Many of us then were convinced it was in large measure a
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DIVERSIONARY MEASURE BY F. D. R. IN AN ATTEMPT TO LESSEN THE ATTENTION 

BEING PAID TO THE DEPLORABLE MESS OUR UNPREPAREDNESS HAD LED US INTO.

Until the White House entered the picture, my plan was not opposed by 
the Army or the Department of Justice,

I HOPE YOU GET THE MATERIAL YOU SEEK. If Mr . HUSSONG DOES NOT HAVE 

IT, I DO NOT KNOW WHO WOU`)•

WOCJRDW
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MAY 23,1951

D r . Ed w a r d N. Barnhart 

D epartment of Sp ee ch 
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424 W heeler H all 
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D ear D r * Barnharts

Your letter of May 21 a g a³n p re se nt s q ue st io n s w hi ch I fear can be

ANSWERED ONLY BY SACRAMENTO RECORDS. As YOU APPRECIATE, THOSE 
RECORDS ARE STATE PROPERTY AND YOUR PERUSA  ̀OF THEM WOULD FIRST 

REQUIRE PERMISSION OF THE OFFICIALS THERE. YOU SHOULD SEE OR ADDRESS：

Mr. A. A. Brock, D irector 
State Department of Agriculture 
State Office Building No. 1 
Sacramento 14, California

While the lapse of ten years has dimmed any specific recollections, I
BELIEVE THAT MOST OF THE "CLEARANCE" PHASE RELATIVE TO MY ALTERNATIVE

plan on the Japanese was handled by fphone. T ime pressed and I did^*t
HAVE ANY PARTICULAR REASON THEN TO DOCUMENT THE SITUATION.

I BELIEVE I CAN SUGGEST TWO OR THREE AVENUES WHICH MIGHT GUIDE A

search of Sacramento files, assuming the fellows there are agreeable; 

1.The applicable period would be December of 1941 and the first three 
months or 1942; 2. The Director's general files for that period
PROBABLY INCLUDE ONE OR MORE FOLDERS WITH SOME SUCH LABELS AS

"Japanese Farm Labor Camps" or "Japanese Evacuation;•• and 3. It is

MOST LIKELY THAT THE MINUTE BOOK OF THE STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

FOR THOSE FOUR MONTHS WOULD OFFER A CONSOLIDATION OF THE RECORD ON 

THE MATTER, SUCH AS IT IS, It SEEMS TO ME THAT ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 

I PRESENTED THE SUBJECT TO THE BOARD, AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE 

OFFICIAL MINUTES WILL SUMMARIZE ENDORSEMENTS AND LIKE MATERIAL, AND 

CERTAIN CORRESPONDENCE MAY BE APPENDED AS EXHIBITS*

Let us hope that these suggestions will produce the data you need. 
Otherwise, you will have only the substance of my comments• Those

YOU CAN USE IN ANY PUBLIC FASHION YOU WISH. If SACRAMENTO RECORDS 

DO NOT HELP, PERHAPS THEN YOU WOULD HAVE LEFT ONLYCURRENTDORRES- 

PONDENCE WITH SUNDRY GROUPS, INQUIRING IF THEY CONCUR IN MY RECOLLEC- 

TIONS, I HIS WOULD INCLUDE THE FARM BUREAU, ASSOCIATED FARMERS, THE



-2-  Dr . E,  N.  Ba r n h a r t, Un iv er si t y of Ca l i f o r n i a,, Be r k e l e y. 5/ 24/ 51

Gr a n g e , W estern Growers As s o c i a t i o n, Ag r i cu lt u ra l Co u n c i l , and o t h e r s . 

Two Federal men who have every reason to recall my e fforts to sell the

IDEA� WOULD� BE� T〇M� CLARK,� NOW� ON� THE� SUPREME� COURT� (AS � AN ANTI TRUST�

OFFICER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF J USTICE  IN 1941 HE WAS CHARGED WITH THE�

F IR ST PHASE OF THE EVACUATION) AND GENERAL J OHN De� WlTT , � PROBABLY� NOW

r e t ³r e d* The latter was at the Pr es id io in � � � � ,c harged with security 

Ën the W estern D efense Co m m a n d , and was involved in the second p h a s e , 

the R eception Ce n t e r s* He , in t u r n , h an de d his c ha rg es to D illon Meyers 

a bortive W ar Re lo cation Au t h o r i t y, T hese f el lo ws got more than just

ACCUSTOMED TO SEEING ME, AND I AM SURE THAT NONE OF THEM CAN SAY THAT 

FARM OR RELATED GROUPS URGED THE EVACUATION OF THE JAPANESE.

Go o d Lu c k !

S i n c e r e l y,

W. / J.  Ceci l
WJC；RDW
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Mr, Edward N# Barnhart  
Assistant Professor of Speech  
University of California  
��� Wheeler Hall  
Berkeley �, California

Dear Mr. Barnhart

I have before me your letter of June �� requesting  
information for a study on the evacuation of the Japanese  
from California.

Except on continuing projects we do not keep corres­
pondence over four or five years; therefore, we are unabl e to  
supply you with copies of Mr. Cecil*s correspondence. It may  
be possible that the people with whom he corresponded have  
maintained their files, and perhaps he could give you their  
names.

We have checked through the �9�� Board of Agriculture  
minutes, and quoted below are excerpts concerning the Jap anese:

J a n . �6 , �9�� - nUnquestionably, there will be a labor  
shortage, since further reactions against aliens un­
doubtedly will take Japanese producers and field workers  
out of the picture. This may mean that certain areas  
now being used to produce vegetables will go into other  
production.n

TOn the Japanese problem, it was the opinion of Board  
members that protective supervision over Japanese farmers  
was advisable, this to be developed through the offices  
of the Director of Agriculture, the Committee on  
Agricultural Resources and Production of the State Council  
of Defense, and the U.S.D.A. War Board in cooperation with  
the proper groups and agencies.n

Feb. �0 , �9�� - MMr* Parker stated that if Japanese could  
be moved out of the strategic and critical areas, they  
might very well be placed in some situations where they  
could still be utilized to the benefit of agriculture. I t  
was his feeling that Japanese were anxious to embrace some
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means of protective custody, whether in concentration  
camps or elsewhere."

We trust that this information will be of use use  
to you even though we are unable to completely fill your  
request.


