


31 October 1951

Miss Joanna Poster
Asalatent Editor

Books for Younger Headers
Charles Scribner’s Sons
597 Fifth Avenue

Hew York 17* H.Y*

Dear Miss Foster*

The copy of "Hew Friends for Susan”
that you sent to this office has been reviewed* The
book Is a delightful picture of little girls - Jap*
anese* American, and Japanese-Araerican - and will
be highly suitable for the Reorientation Program
that the Army Is carrying out In its Information
Centers 1in Japan*

It is planned to include this title
in our monthly book kit program=*

Sincerely yours*

JOHM 1. PRAY

lit* Colonel 0scC
Chief* Hew York Field Office



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.
December 7> 1951

Dear

We arg»sending you a biography of Yoshiko
Uchida who wrote ITEN IRIEHDS I0OR SUSAH. This book,
guiet and unassuming, is a contribution to children’s
books because it is— so far as 1| know— the Ffirst pic-
ture of a Japanese-American child growing up nor-
mally and happily in this country, and having the
home and school experiences of any child. In writ-
ing it Miss Uchida kept a balance between a few old
customs carried over In the home, and the American
way .

It is Interesting that Miss Uchida was one
of the "'Moved-OutersM- Japanese Americans sent to
camps during the war. So was Henry Sugimoto, who il-
lustrates it.

There is no attempt at a sensational plot.
The book is exactly what the author wanted it to be,
a true picture of the life of a Wisei child.

Sincerely,

Alice Dalgliesh
Editor
AD:HH Books for Younger Readers



YOSHIKO UCHIDA
author of WSn FRIENDS FOR SUSAN

Yoshiko Uohida was born in Alameda, California and grew up in
Berkeley« NSW FRIENDS FOR SUSAN is set iIn Berkeley and tells of a
happy home and school life such as was the author’s swn«

In 1942 Hiss Uohida graduated CUM LAUDS from the University of
Californiac Before commencement she had been evaouated to a Wartime
Assembly Center, so received her degree Min absentia«” At the Center
she taught in the primary grades«

After the war she took her master’s degree in education at Smith
College then taught in Frankford Friendsl School in Philadelphia«

She is working at present with the United Student Christian Council
in New York« Her previous book was THE DANCING KETTLE AND OTHER JAPANESE
FOLIC TALES »

She says “Friends have asked me whether NEW FRIENDS FOR SUSAN is
autobiographical* It isn’t meant to be—-although there is some of my
own experience in iIt, and I suppose, something of me, too« What 1
want most from this book is to have the children who read It somehow
realize that all children are basically alike no matter what their

racial backgrounds may be«”



CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

PUBLISHERS

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

August 5, 19%2

Dear Miss Uchidas

I1"ve read THE CREPE PAPER FLOWERS and find it effec-
tive and moving, particularly effective in its quality of re-
straint* 1"m going away Friday, to be gone until September,
as I told you. |If you "want to call me early in that month,
111 be glad to talk to you again* It might be helpful to
know more about the intended content of your novel- the char-
acters, the time span, etc* Can you lighten the essential
grimness of the idea? But questions like that can wait un-
til we talk again*

Sincerely yours,

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
556 West 156th Street
New York 32, New York



556 W 156 2t.
New York ?£, N.
August 7, 195P

Mr* Wallace Meyer
Charles Scribner’s pons
597 Fifth Avenue

New York 17, N. Y*

Dear Mr* Meye[*>,2r]u-, 0*§4, F 1

It was good of you to take time from your busy schedule
to see me last week, arid | appreciated so very much”;
your willingness to read "The Crepe waper Flowers.*

X want to thank you, too, Tfor your encouraging words
about the story,

I wish it were possible for me to see you in Pepfeember
upon your return, but unfortunately, j shall be out of
the city by then. My fellowship from the Ford foundation
becomes effective iIn per»tester, and within two weeks, I
hope to leave for California where X shall stay until 1
sail,for Japan.

During roy year overseas, T hope to have time to develop
further thoughts about a novel based oh;.the evacuation.
My present thought wasthat | might develop the old man
and woman into the ma;n characters, with their relation-
ship to their daughter and her husband as a subsidiary

perhaps by the time T return from %“Japan, | shall have
something more substantial to show you, and T hope t
might be able to have another talk with you then.

In the meantime, 1 do want to thank you so very sauch
for your “time and interest in my work.

wWith all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

yoshiko TTchida



c/o T. Yamamoto
955 2-chome

Daita, Setagaya-ku
Tokyo, Japan

June 26, 1961

Miss Elinor Parker
Charles Scribner*s Sons
597 Fifth Avenue

New York 17, N. Y.

Dear Miss Parker:

Thank you very much for your letter
of June 26th* I am afraid it just crossed
with mine of the 20th to Miss Gipson.

I was sorry to hear of her resigna-
tion and will be very interested to know who
her successor will be.

In the meantime, | appreciate having
your suggestions regarding changes for GHOST
OF GREEN ACRES and hope to work on it as soon
as time permits.

I presume you are not familiar with
the picture book "ROKUBEI AND THE THOUSAND RIC
BOWLS which I mentioned In my last letter to
Miss Gipson. IT you are, and could ans er my
query, |1 would appreciate hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida



c/o T. Yamamoto
955 2-chome

Daita, Setagaya-ku
Tokyo, Japan

June 20, 1961

Miss Morrell Gipson
Charles Scribner’s Sons
lew York, N. Y.

Dear Miss Gipson:

Greetings from Tokyoi I have been having a mar#
velous time and am continually amazed at the many change
since my last visit. Japan has adapted many of our
western evils, but is still a country of much charm.

It has been a long time since 1 heard from you,
and 1 am still hoping to have your thoughts regard!
ing suggested changes for ”Ghost of Green Acrea.” 1
have brought along a © py of the manuscript and
hope to hear from you.

I am writing today mainly to inquire regarding
my picture book, rRokub@l and the Thousand Rice Bowls.”
I have looked around for a possible illustrator over
h»re, but wonder If there will be time to negotiate
and get matters settled before I leave the end of July.

I have shxsron my manuscript to several people 1in
the field, all of whom seemed to like my illustrations
and encouraged me to try to salvage them if possible.
I wonder if 1 Indicated to you that the pencil sketches
you saw were preliminary, and that 1 Intend to render
the final drawings in black and white (sural) brush
paintings. With this is mind, do you think there is
a possibility of using my illustrations?

I am rather hesitant about getting an artist over
here Involved in what might become complicated negotiaf
tlons (once 1 leave Japan), and would appreciate having
your frank opinion as to whether there is a pretty fftir
possibility of Scribner*s doing the book If 1 obtain
suitable illustrations.

I had considered the work of Yoshlsuke Kurosaki
who illustrated ”Little One Inch” and ©ach Boy”, folk
tale collections put out by Charles E, Tuttle, Co.

IT you have time, 17°d appreciate your looking at these
and seeing if you like his work.

I look forward to hearing from you soon, and
hope New York’s summer Isn’t too unbearable. So far,
the weather here has been auite eleasont.



6i]5 6"3rdBt»v
Oakland 9, Calif"«
luurat™~8§88| 19611

'Ki&s, Morrell Olpson |B
Charles Scribner’s Dons |
*S97 BI£th' Ayetine

Hew York 17, /H,1Y,,

Pear _Mlpb S"

Xhank] you: for your fdetbeit: of Maroh Hté&»Il11
X was pleased to hare yo\u® thoughts 4ahput the
-ppisslbili ties of G2B31? /A?,0IFfFiBN and approPi—=*
ate your’suggestion that.lit might bo put "in,.better

.1 wouldlbe-glad to/'try- u,r®vision:Of. it
aid would welbUnie :your'.detailed' 'su”ectlpis.iitiJBpll

.X Xeaye for/yapah- on Iiarcii 27th and\will//
plan to, take a carbon copy of the manuscriptmith\
mé.* " X May nays time. tb work bn it oventhere, but
if hot, perhaps there would be time "on athé/trip;:,,
home i f #Edehide Un -a freighter/»

In any ease.,/ X WQuldfjX-lke :to .wbrk;;::bith You
On,'this jfce.ekaafcd;;. i4ntiIt to reasaure you that 1 have .
no obligations to Hercourt, BracbJilll had ;hQ.'optieh
clause-,with thw s

mH ffiR . if th6 O)?portunity Perraits, mX.may look~fbr
an|illustratormtml, my picture book, ROKUBBI, while =
in Japan, Do fm hare any tboughts on this? Op

could yousugg:e.st a "Suitablemd jlibtrutor/"over hero?

« m|l /£,X shall look..forward' tp hearing mirom you /s
again soon and to working with you toward a,suechse
IML/ i/toSshqul:® /.7 /005 M-V ; /Y S/ V/ af . S /T /i 4=/ i IH

Cordially,

address after March 2 Yoshiko Vichiaa.
c/0 & , 1, Yamamoto

MM
B&ita,

Tokyo, V



645 63rd St.
Oakland 9, Calif.
February 1?, 1971

Mrs. Morrell Gipson
Charles Scribner*s Sons
597 Fifth Avenue

New York 17, N. Y.

Dear Mrs. Gipsons

It has been some time since | sent you the
manuscript of "The Ghost at Green Acres"™ and 1 wonder
if you have reached some decision on it.

I am particularly anxious to hear because of
recent developments which will take me out of the country
in a few weeks. 1 have been invited to go to Tokyo to
do some work with the director of the Folk Art Association
of Japan and plan to leave toward the latter part of March
to stay for 3“* months.

I would like very much to have the matter of this
book settled before 1 go and know you will understand my
situation. 1*11 hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida



Slib 6>3rG 3t~
Oakland 9* cCalif,
January 3* 1961

Mrs* Morrell Gipson
Charles Scribner’s Sons
597 Fifth Avenue

Hew York 1?7, H* Y,

Dear Mrs* Gipson:

Mow that the holiday rush is over, 1
as able to send you the manuscript for The
Ghost at Green Acres** about which p wrote ydu
earlier™

X shall look forward to hearing from
you about it*

mSincerely,

Enel: 125PP Ms Yoshlko Cchida



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

December 2, 1960

Hiss Yoshiko Uehida
6k5 63rd Street
Oakland 9
California

Dear Hiss Uchidat

I would like to see jour
manuscript GHOST OF GREEN ACRES, so

send it along«

Cordially,

Horrell Gipson, Editor
Books for Young Readers

HGsmv



645 63rd st.
Oakland $, calif.
November 22, i960

Mrs. Morrell Gipson
Charles Scribner’s Sons
597 Fifth Avenue

New York 1?> N* Y.

Dear Mrs. Gipson:

Thank you very much for your letter of October.
I am now completing the story of a ten-year-old Japan-
ese American boy who lives on a farm in Southern Calif-
ornia, (tentatively titled, ‘Ghost of Green Acres”, and
about 120 pp.) 1 wonder If you would be interested in
considering it. X would hope that it could be published
in the Fall of 1961, as I have tried to do a book each fall
for the past few years. 1 believe I could have it com-
pleted in two or three more weeks.

As to "Rokubei”, 1 am not in a hurry to place it,
and, in fact, would prefer to wait until I place the
above book. 1 would be most pleased to have your help
in securing a suitable artist for "Rokubei’™ and to have
you publish it whenever you felt you had room for it on
your list,

I shall look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida



CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

May 3, 1962

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
675 - 63rd Street
Oakland 9» California

Bear Yoshiko:

It was sq very nice to meet you
in Berkeley* 1 am always so happy when a
lovely book is done by a lovely author* It
is reassuring to know that the two go together*
Now 1 am very much looking forward to seeing
your new manuscript* We are so very pleased
with ROKUBSI ANB THE THOUSANB RICE BOWLS.

With besb wishes

Sincerely yours,

¢Books for Young Readers

NQ:hs



Do conibor 6, 1962

hiss Haney wuint
Charles Scribnerls Sons
597 rilth Avenue
Ae-"¢or!® 17# -

Dear Haney*

I finally managed, by typing a page or
two each day# and am happy to enclose the manus-
cript for Tils | CHHX>TMA*3 TREE* X am quit®
fond of this story and hope you will like it too,

if you decide you*d like to add it to
your liat, 1d like to send along some thoughts
regarding the illustrations and would like to have
your- thoughts too, I1*XI look forward to hearing
from you.,

Thank you for your letter of November 21
with the enclosures« X was pieas’ed to see the
reviews and would appreciate seeing others you might
have.

When convenient, would you return my
original drawings for ROKUBAI?

Best wishes,

Sincorel],

cl 16 fosbiko bchida

BEKKETEA CVrifcOKMIV
BVDIVAIOM rVBOBVAOBA

fIMIAEKZUA Ofc CVrifcOKMIV



CHARLES SCRIBNER S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.'Y.

December 14, 1962

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
675 63rd Street
Oakland 9» California

Dear Yoshiko:

We’re quite fond of THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE too. It has a lovely warmth
which we find most appealing.

We do have some queries about the story which we are enclosing in our editorial
report and, of course, 1711 want to know how you feel about our comments. You
will see that our major concern is the diffusion in the story. There seem to
us to be too many major characters; the story seems unable to contain them all.
The reader wants to identify with Takashi but this is difficult to do because
other characters keep ™taking over” his story.

Now that we have seen the story there will be time to go over it and still make
the Fall list without putting undue strain on you. | also want to know your
thoughts about the illustrations.

I am sure that letter-writing is burdensome to you at this time and 1 want

you to save your energies for your story; so I will call you neit week when 1
think you will have received the manuscript and had a chance to mull over what
we"ve said, and we can have somewhat of an editorial conference by phone.

So until 1 speak with you this coming week,

My best,

Nancy Quint

NQ:s
Enc: 1 manuscript, 1 editorial report

P.S. It is now late Friday night in the office and 1™m typing all this myself
so do please forgive the errors and my non-existent margin.



December 1A, 1962
Editorial report: THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE by Yoshiko Uchida

Page 1, last paragraph - This is a beautiful paragraph but it is disruptive
for the reader to go from this paragraph, when you place us In Novem-
ber, through the summer and then back to winter on page 3 as though
November had not been mentioned before*

Perhaps either -
- b Retain the last paragraph on page ! and then on page 2 cut
" from the next to last line over to page 3, beginning with
"If only 1 had someone to play with, he thought* etc*'l
Or - Delete the last paragraph on page ! and begin page 2 with "But."

Pages 3-5 - Here it ceases to be Takashi®s story and becomes a story about
two gentlemen, Mr. Toda and Mr. Ilkeda.

Would you consider eliminating Mr. Ikeda from the story completely
and have the fir tree simply belong to Mr. Toda?frhis would keep
T the story focused on the major theme. "

It is "tricky" iIn a picture book to bring in too many elements.
For instance, although the Tono Sama came along, Rokubeil never
ceased to be the center of interest iIn your "Thousand Rice Bowls.™
Unfortunately, Mr. Ilkeda, rather than being a minor character in

relation to the young hero, becomes momentarily the major person
in the story. iIitJLcJUsb; Jj

Removing Mr. Ilkeda would not really involve major work. It might
mean, for instance, eliminating paragraphs ~,5, and 6 on page 3
and the last bracketed section of page four and the first section
of page 3, plus some«™of the sentences in the last part of the
story.

Then, after Kaya tells Takashi about the Christmas tree, you can
have Takashi see the tree when Shiro runs into the old man®s yard;
a tree the old man simply has had all along.

Bottom of page 13, top of page 14 — As it is so important in a picture story
that the main character be uppermost and that as much in the story
as possible be from the leading character®s point of view, we wonder

A it Would be P°ssible to Have Takashi ask if he may bring in
people to see the tree.

hjlld

We are worried that the story seems, after Mr. lkeda, as though it
-jJUHfris about Kaya rather than about Takashi. n

Page 16 - The last paragraph seems unnecessary, as though a moral were being
being driven home, very hard.
Would you consider ending the story after '.._became very special
indeed.”
As an ending this rather tugs at the heartstrings. The last para-
graph seems anticlimatic.



Page 2

Editorial report: THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE by Yoshiko Uchida

Now about Takashi s age* The lowest possible age category we can give to

this book would be four to eight-years-old. Children always like to read
about children older than they are, so if Takashi is going to be specifically
aggg in the story we feel i1t would be most detrimental to have him five-years-
o]

.Could you possibly make him eight-years-old; or, if you feel his actions, en-

thusiasms, etc. are too young for the named age of eight, could you eliminate
the sPecific reference to his age and give him some bther reason for expect-

something special to happen.
T # ,

ask you to do this because, as you have written youijffirst paragraph

ifs a lovely way to begin the story. But there are a few cold, hard facts;

one of them is)unfortunately, the snobbery of children as far as the age
o> book characters is concerned in reference to themselves.

_ 0

As always, Yoshiko, these reports are our feelings and, as always, we are com-
pletely open on every and any point. | hope that none of what we have said

is distressing and that we can move in the same direction. 1*11 be in touch
with you”soon.

Od*djULA. "Tr) 1Urt JluLu*-é
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)ec. 30 51962

Miss Mancy ~uint
Qiarles <cribnerts Sons
Mew York, N.
Dear Maney;

+'m enclosing THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE
with revisions and think it is considerably tightened*
I hope you will agree and will look forward to hearing
from you about it.

1Jn sorry the manuscript looks such a mess.
Shall 1 send you a corrected carbon, or will you
be retyping the ms. there?

Do hope your holidays were pleasant and

my very best wishes for the new year,

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida
1*3, Thank you for returning the original me* tor

RGKUbEI



CHARLES SCRIBNER’'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

January ¢f, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
6”3 63rd street

Oakland 9> California
Dear Yoshiko:

We think THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE is coming along nicely.
There are still spots that bother us and I am sending along our
suggestions. However, we do want to give you a contract and

I have requested one which we will send along to you as soon

as we receive it from our legal department.

Remember it isn"t necessary to send us a freshly typed manuscript
Piece it together, write in, whatever is easiest for you.

You*11l see that on the first page we’ve stapled a suggestion

for revising the opening. We make this suggestion for two
reasons. One is that Takashi was coming across to the reader

as rather smug, and the other is that it seemed choppy to go from
the carp to the woods back to the carp.

On page 3 we suggest deleting ”and was quite content to” since
in the next sentence, we learn he isn"t really content.

On page 5 we feel the story does become Kaya®s and we wonder
if this transition cannot be made from Takashi®s point of view.
For instance, after page “f, something like:

Takashi had to stay indoors. He couldn®"t wait for
Kaya to come home from school. Sometimes she learned
wonderful things that she told Takashi about. This
day Kaya had learned all about Christmas and she told
about it in words that filled Takashi with her own
excitement. They sat together at the kotatsu. etc.

As you can see, | am no writer but | wanted to give you an idea
of what we meant by keeping the story Takashi®s.

The transition from page 6 to the discovery of the tree in Mr.
Toda"s yard is disruptive. To go from “but none that looked
anything at all like a Christmas tree,” to ”Then one day, Shiro
smelled a rabbit” is a terrible jolt for the reader. Shiro and
the rabbit come from nowhere. Unfortunately it sticks out as



the author’s device to get Takashi to discover the tree.

We have no suggestions but is there any other way in which

this can be handled? N
#SUAJw*>2  -723\WAIc-pUWaWJIJudl™~  ~ JUwr0jL,

Can you call the old man Mr, Toda a little more often?” I

Page 15* Lines 7 and 8! We suggest deleting these two lines.
They seem somehow false. Perhaps this idea can be put elsewhere
Perhaps, for instance, on page 16 -

“Then, slowly, a grin spread over Takashi’s face for he

waxbou a, xuug, Xuug uxiuo, UWLP> eou.

As always these are our suggestions. Since this will probably
be a 32 page picture book, our aim is for a tight and unified
story line. If you disagree with our points, you know that
all you have to do is say so.

Now take care and don’t £@%ype. We can easily make the Fall
list.
My best

/ 1

NQsab
Enclosure: ms



January 16, 1963

Dear Nancy*
I've had several bad days which prevented me from

returning the me." sooner. I"m enclosing

It with revisions.
About your suggestions*

p,I i«m so a&ad you surrested a possible return to the original.
(inked in paragraph 3). ~ have given much tiiought to the

STM2 _
KRR TRA T £kt

this book.

p.3 X agree. Deletion OK.

p5 ££»3e ] SInkl0-S%hustMe~laln solnu/n*

ab®lf Christinas, and also, ¥X'W 8RXiBHS to keep alive the
speciri feeling of that v ole afternoon.

p.6 -ee added sentence. X think this covers the transition.

p.11-12 Agree to deletion.

W 1i7 1 X»d like to retain T»s remark as 1 think it would
be quite natural for a child to candidly blur ou s
thing he had suddenly discovered.

X agree to deleting 1*®*
p.16 T>e la«t peregraoh seemed to need rounding out, SO 1
i char, &d it end Included your suggested sentence Which
X think fits i1n nicely here.

Till 1ook forward to hearing from you. Xn the mean-
tli ., my best wishes.

Yoshiko Cchida
hnel ¢



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

January 25> 19&3

Miss Yoshiko UchiclLa
6”5 63rd. Street
Oakland 9> California

Dear Yoshiko:

1"ve had THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE retyped because there
were some copyediting changes made in verb tenses, over-
use of "and,™ and a few other minor points.

But now I would like to discuss with you a rather major
change. Because of this new suggestion | am going to

make, If you have any questions, or if there is anything

at all you would like to talk over, please call me collect.
Also if you agree with our suggestion and you would like

to get someone to retype for you, please let Scribners
assume the charge. We value you as an author most highly
and we would like to help out in any way we can.

The more we have gone over the story the more we see

it as a real Christmas picture book. Because of this

we would like to see the story begin, iIn essence, on
what is page 3 of the enclosed manuscript. Then the
reader begins the story immediately in December with the
excitement of Christmas.

I realize that the Japanese setting and the loneliness
of Takashi and Mr. Toda would have to be worked in but
do you see this suggestion as a possibility?

The mother and father work themselves in quite naturally
on page 5 so they would be no problem.

We are concerned about the beginning®"s similarity to
ROKUBEI and also the feeling that it just takes a little
too much time to get to the actual story of the book,

I realize that after the work you have already done this
suggestion may seem late in coming and may be unappealing,



but, as you may imagine, we have given the idea a good
deal of thought, knowing that it will involve more work
for you.

But we also did not think it would be fair to you to do
the book as it is when we had an idea that we felt would
help the stdry. We expect the book to have a good long
life and since we feel this idea will tighten the story
and give it greater pace, we just had to raise the point.

We have one further query and this is about the Mr. Thunder
element. Do you think it is confusing to have one character
referred to as the old man, Mr. Toda, and Mr. Thunder?

Would it make you unhappy to drop the Mr. Thunder references
In going over the story we thought it might be confusing

to young children.

I must apologize for not yet having your contract to you.
But as this is a picture book we must secure the artist
before we draw up the contract. I am so enthusiastic
about the story 1 forgot all the legal technicalities.

We are going to approach Miss Mizumura with the caution
about the children that you and 1 talked over.

One word now of assurance. Once you have gone over the
story this time, 1 can assure you that as far as we are
concerned there will be no further queries from us. |
know how draining all this must be.

All my best,

NQ:ab
Enclosure: ms



February 1X? 1963

Dear Haneyl

Enclosed is what I hope will be the final version of
THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE1

I am concerned that with all the cutting we might eliminate
too much that tells the reader what kind of boy Takashi is - h
he lives and amuses himself. For this reason, X f Ztc
tences about ther persimmon and mushroom hunting, waking sound, *
and added one about playing with bamboo swords.

For the same reason, 1’ve had second thoughts about his
calling the old man hr. Thunder and would like to retain this*
don’t want Takashi to be too colorless, and his calling the old man
m* Thunder i feel, ¢lves him more substance as a real coy. *
think*; too”*thet his fear of the old .nan an.i heigh®bens
his delight in discovering that the old man is really Kina,
lines 3-U)*

There were a few instances in the retyped version whe:
«Mr. Thunder” had been added beyond my original version. Wxtn these
eliminate- , there are only about 2 or 3 occasions where T. calls
him Mr. thunder, and X am inclined to feel that chiloren would be
more apt to be amused than confused. 1 hope you will agre ,
Also. 1 should explain that the Japanese term Ojii-san
(roughly meaning "old man™ or ™"grandfather'™) 1is iIn common use and
not disrespectful. On p.10 line ?, therefore, it is more in keep-
ing with Takashils character for him to address him as old man .
Other references to Mr. Toda as the old man, too, are not m a
to he derogatory.

I shall look forward to receiving the contract when it
is ready, and would appreciate deletion of the option clause
again for the same reason given before*

My thanks to KiSS Bell for sending copies of review on
ROKUBEI. "1 enjoyed seeing them.

I do hope wWe are now all set to gol

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N, Y.

February 25> 1913

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
45 63rd Street
Oakland 9 California

Dear Yoshiko:

We’re really very pleased with "THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS
TREE. Im just delighted with the work you"ve done.

The story is rather long and we think it will have
to be kd pages, but we still plan to have two colors
throughout. I"11 be able to tell you more when the
manuscript starts on its publishing way.

All my best,



CHARLES SCRIBNER’'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

February 28, 1963

Miss Yoshiko TTchida
675 63rd Street
Oakland 9» California

Dear Miss TJchida:
Here 1i1s the contract for THE FOREVER
CHRISTMAS TREE* Would you be good enough to sign all

three copies and return them to us. When Miss Mizumura

has signed, we will send you an original of the contract
to keep*

We are all very much looking forward
to publication of THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

(Miss) Robbie Gatheral
Books for Young Readers



Dear Hiss katheral:

I am returning three signed copies Of the
contract for THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE as you re-
quested. I, too, look forward tO the publication
of this book,

1 would appreciate receiving the 1500 ad-
vance at your early convenience.

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida
Enel: 3



CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

March 12, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida

6k5 63rd Street

Oakland 9> California

Dear Miss Trchidar

Enclosed is your advance for THE FOREVER
CHRISTMAS TREE and also your copy of the
contract.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Anne Breuer
Secretary to Nancy Quint
Books for Young Readers

Enclosed: check and contract



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y

March 21, 196}

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
645 67rd Street
Oakland 9
California

Dear Miss Uchida:

I am enclosing herewith the flap copy for THE FOREVER
CHRISTMAS TREE for you to see* Please feel free to

make any changes or corrections you wish, and then return
it to me*

Thank you very much* With best wishes,

Books for Young Readers



6i]5 63rd St,
Oakland 9, ~alif.
March 21 1963

MIss Margarat Frith
Charles Scribner®s &ons
597 Fifth -venue

Hew York 17, Y.

Dear liss Friths

Thank yon very much for letting me
see the Tlap copy for THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS
TREE, X have penciled in just one suggestion
which 1 feel might more strongly convey a
sense of the tree"s importance to iakashi,

I trust ROKUBEI is being mentioned on
the other flap, >»ould there be any possibility
of mentioning some of my rbther books as well?

Best wishes,

Sincerely,

Yoshiko benlda
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CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y

March 25, 1963

Miss loshiko Uchida
675 63rd Street
Oakland 9
California

Dear Miss Uchida:

Here are the galleys and the original manuscript for
THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE.

Would you be good enough to read them for any corrections
or changes and return both the galleys and the manuscript
to us? Thank you very much. How nice it looks and reads
in print!

With best wishes,

Cordially,

Margaret Frith
Books for Toung Readers

Enc: galleys
manuscript



645 63rd St,
Oakland 9, Calif.
March 29» 1963

Hiss Margaret Frith

Charles Scribnerls Sons

597 Fifth Avenue

Mew York 1?7, N# Y.

Dear Miss Frith?

Many thanks for the galleys. X was

pleased to receive them so soon and agree
with you that they look very nice.

X have made a few changes which x
hop©® can be made without undue difficulty.

All the best,

Yoshiko Uchida

End : galleys



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

April 5» 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
63rd Street
Oakland 9« California

Dear Miss Uchida:

Thank you very much for returning the flap copy and the
galleys on THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE so promptly.

Our plan for the back flap of the book is to use if
for ROKUBEI and there really isn"t room to list books.
We think it will be much more beneficial to use it
for ROKUBEI rather than a list.

Thanks again for your promptness. With very best
wishes,

Cordially,

Margaret Frith
Books for Young Readers



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

May 13, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
645 63rd Street
Oakland 9 California

Dear Yoshiko:

I wanted you to know that production on
"IHE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE 1is moving along
nicely. Next week 1 will present your hook
at sales conference, and 1 shall do so with
a good deal of oleasure.

How that summer is approaching, 1 hope that

you are feeling better. And, of course,

I would love to hear of any plans you might
have for your next book - this is just interest
on my part, I don’t want you to feel pres-
sured in any way. We have lots of time.

All my best,



apb 63rd St.
Oakland 9, Calif
May 2hr] 1963

Miss Nancy Huint
Charles Scribner* Sons
$97 Fifth avenue
Hew York 17, N# Y.

Dear Nancye

X was happy to receive your letter of
the 13th and to learn that my book iIs coming
along nicely. 1°d be most interested to so00©
something of the art work if that is possible*

X imagine 1t will soon be time for the page proofs
too, and am looking forward to seeing them.

I an feeling a little better these days
and am finally able t out a bit. However, 1
must still be very care and am not accomplishing
too much as yet.

IT I feel more energetic by fall, 1 may
have a Ionger book ready, for older children* wf
not, 1 may have to be content with another* picture
book. Both would have a Japmase locale. In any

case, 1’1l keep you posted*

Incidentally, |1 did a series of sketches
of some linnets that nested right outside our window.
It wes- a_fascinating spectacle - and a most educational
one* I didn*t know, for iInstance, how birds kept their
nest clean or enlarged them as the babies grew* X think
there might be material for a book here, but this is
a difficult subject to handle without becomlng too
"'sne-et, Do you have any ideas? Could it be handled
as just a documentary sketch-book?

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Yoshiko TJchida

BEKKETEA CVritOKMIV
KVDIVAIOM rVBOKVAOKA

HMIAEK2IJLA Ob CVribOKMIV



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.
May 2k, 1963

Dear Miss Uchidas

This note comes just to check that you have no”™
objection to our handling the placement of foreign rights
to your new book THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE

under the terms of the contract which grants Scribners
world rights*

IT the usual arrangement, whereby reading copies
sent to foreign publishers are charged to the author*s
royalty account at the regular discount, 1is agreeable
to you, would you let me know#

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

(Miss) Robbie Gatheral
Books for Young Readers

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
6”5 63rd Street
Oakland 9, California



CHARLES SCRIBNER’'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y

May 27, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Fchida
645 (;3rd Street
Oakland 9, California

Dear Yoshiko:

Miss Mizumura has just brought in her completed art-
work and she has done beautiful renderings. As soon
as we have proofs we’ll send them along.

To assure Tiner composition in the artwork a very minor
change has been made in the text which is that the
children carry the decorations in two boxes, which means
that Kaya’s ”Precious Paper Box"™ stays in the house.
Margaret Frith is going to write you more fully about
this. In essence, the change means that instead of
putting the decorations in 'the Box" Kaya and Takashi
put them iIn "two boxes."

I ’'m delighted to know that You’re feeling somewhat
better and we would be pleased to have any book from .
you, whether a picture book or a longer book for older
children.

Unfortuately I am going to have to be discouraging
about the Linnet book. There are several excellent
books for children on the birth and growing up of birds.
These books use photography and/or artwork. They are
very effective and well-done, and 1 think it would be
unwise to add another book to an already more than
adequately supplied market.

But we Will certainly look forward to your other books.

Sincerely



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

May 28, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
6”5 63rd Street
Oakland 9
California

Dear Miss Uchida:

Kazue Mizumura has just given us her art work for THE FOREVER
CHRISTMAS TREE. She has done a very beautiful job, and we
are so pleased with the way the book is working out!

We did want to check one thing with you. When we went over
the finished art, we found that Miss Mizumura has drawn
Takashi and Kaya going out to decorate the tree and each
child is carrying a box of decorations. Rather than have
Miss ~izumura re-work these illustrations, we would like to
alter the text to read ™oxes™* instead of "box.” We hope
that this will be all right with you, as we do not want to
hold up the production schedule which has been going along
so well, and Miss Mizumura®s drawings are so right for the
book

I am sure you will understand the problem, and I am sorry
that we have to ask you for a change at this point. With
very best wishes,

Cordially,

Margatet Frith
Books for Young Readers



eP 63rd 8t,
Oakland 9, Calif
June a, 1963

Hiss ké&rgaret Frith
Charles Scribner’s Sons
597 Fifth- Ave .
hew York 1?, N.Y*

Dear hios Friths

I was glad to hear that the art work
¢Jax* TBE FOHISWHIt CHHXSTMAS YRBB seems to be so
successtul and look forward to seeing it.

Regarding the changes you mentioned
in your letter of Bay 2P$ | think they would be
quite all right, 1 trust that box was made
plural iIn two pieces: Tfirst, when the children
mad®© the decorations - wmfben they put them all
away carefully in two big boxes,” Secondly,
when they carry the decorations outside, -
ht&ya and Tak&shi ,,,, carried out their boxes
of decorations,”

At any rat®©, 1*11 see the changes 1n
the page proofs and will have opportunity then
to make any other changes,

Best wish©

Yoshiko bGhi da



6!lp>63rd St*
Oakland, Calif* -914-609
July 31s 1963

Kiss Mancy Uulnt
Charles Scribner*s Cons
597 Fifth avenue

Mew fork 17* M* Y.

Dear Haney:

i donTt believe X ever wrote to thank
you for your letter of a few months back# 1

hope all i1s going well and that you are having
a pleasant summer*

Would you he good enough to let w&toiOM
the approximate publication date of fe PCRCIVISA
CHEISTKAS TREE? “Also, X am a little concerned
ahcut the par©®© proofs and wonder If they aren t
due by now* X had hoped to see scute 1ing of
the art "work by this time and hope.this will be
possible soon.

X had s call from your 5*F, office about
the Motional S$neil of Engli»iWi~%ebcrs? luncheon
on liovember 29 and hope to ,attend if X am fully
recovered by then* I an still having to bo" cautious
and at this"point my activities are anlie limited*

host wishes*

Sincerely*

Ybahiko "“Odida



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

August 2, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
645 63rd Street
Oakland, California

Dear Miss Uchida:

Miss Quint has just received your letter, and she asked me to
write and explain why you haven’t seen pages on THE FOREVER
CHRISTMAS TREE.

On the picture books, after the galleys which you have seen,
the book then goes into reproduction proofs which are the
actual proofs used by the printer to make the plates. We
have to handle them very carefully and get them back to

the Art Department as soon as we have checked them. Hence
we don"t send them out to the authors generally. As this is
a Christmas book, we are trying to keep as close to the
schedule as possible. And since printers go on vacation in
the summer, there is always a rush.

Publication for THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE is planned for
October but we do not have an actual date yet.

We are happy to hear that you hope to attend the luncheon
in November. 1 hope you are feeling well and will be fully
recovered very soon. With very best wishes,

Cordially,

Books for Young Readers



CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

August 26, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
645 63rd Street
Oakland 9> California

Dear Miss Uchidas

The publication date for THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE
is October 18.

Review copies of the book will be sent out to our regular
list of public and school librarians, and to reviewers
for newspapers, magazines, TV and radio*

IT you would like to send me a list of names and addresses
of people you think might benefit the promotion of the
book, we will be glad to send them announcements of its
publication*«

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

ghrm# - &XAILIIINT

Anne Breuer
Books for Young Readers



6rfs 63rd St.
Oakland 9, Calif*
September 18, 1963

Miss Ann© Breuer
Charles Scribner”™ Sons
597 ~ifth Avenue

New York 17* 8* Y#

Dear Hiss Brouert

Thank you for your letter of August 26th
informing me of the publication dot® of THE
FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE,

Regarding review copies, would you pi©as©
include the following In addition to the local
dailies5

Mr# Xwao Shimizu, Ed#, Hokubeir Main!obi, P*0# Box 3321
San Francisco 19, Glf#™"" “u f*1 A w
Hr# 3# Asano, Nlohi Bel Times, F#0# Box 3098, San Fran-
Francisoo W, "‘Calif# oL )
Muronaka, Ed#, The Kashu Hainichi, 3U6 E* lirst St*
Los Angeles 12°, Calif#—~

Also, If it has not already gone, would you
see that Charlotte Jackson oi” the S# F# Chronicle
receives her review copy immediately? Last year
she Informed me that Scribnerls books wore not
included in her Fall Book Review Edition because
they arrived too late*

Many thankst#

Sincerely,

Yoshiko Hehida



CHARLES SCRIBNER’'S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

September 20, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Fchida
6”5 63rd Street
Oakland 9> California

Dear Yoshikos

I am so very sorry we have not kept in closer touch with

you about THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE but illness has plagued
our office. Six weeks ago 1 unexpectedly went into the
hospital for emergency surgery and a week after Margaret
Frith went in with hepatitis. ¥e*re both fine now, although
poor Margaret is still in the hospital.

Now, however, the sheets are coming through and we shall be
sending Miss Mizumura®s efforts to you. I think the book
looks charming and 1 hope you will like it.

Sincerely,

NQsab
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6i|5 63rd dt*
Garland 9* vallf,
October 1963

4ss lancy quint
Charles Scribner *& Sons
597 Fifth ®wvenuo

Hew Tori: 17» 9, If,

A>oar Haney:

Many thanks for your thoughtful wire which
added to my pieasure on publication day*

I was pleased to receive Tive copier of
SHE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE a few days ego, and the
earlier unbound copy. 1 think the front board with
the gold tree on rod. is artJocularly attractive and
the 1llustrations are quite changing* There iIs one
color error, however, which unfortunately wasn’t
caui * The test refers to Kayals %raids, (ssho
tugged at her long black braids as though .etc”
am t is "smicuea throughout will short hair. One
of the reasons 1 think 1tfs a good idea for the author
to see preliminary sketches while there iIs time to
moke changes5 iIs to avoid just such errors* However,
letle just hope 1t Isn’t noticed by too many people,

I was_sorry to learn that you and ~4so Frith
had been hospitalised, and do hope you are both
feeling well by now, 1 lspg well the many iInconvenlences
that i1llness can cause!

Best wishes.

dIneerely,

oshike TE" ids



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y

October 23» 19&3

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
6k5 63rd Street
Oakland 9» California

Dear Yoshiko:

I received your letter and promptly passed out, I cannot begin
to count the number of people who have looked at the text and
pictures of THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE and no one noticed the
discrepancy between the long black braids of the text and the
short hair of the pictures. Naturally 1 am sending through a
correction for the next printing but 1 cannot tell you how upset

we are.

The book has just received a very nice review in Publishers”®
Weekly and Alice Dalgliesh called today to say what a good book
it is so I"m hoping for a review in the December Saturday Review.
The reviewers don"t seem to be spotting the error, thank goodness.

I"m so pleased you like the book. We are delighted with it.

It has great warmth and charm - qualities very lacking in children~s
books these days. I hope that you are now completely well and

that you will be able to do another book for us in the near future.

We love having you on our list.

Sincerely,

NQ:ab



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

November 20, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
6”5 63rd Street
Oakland 9> California

Dear Yoshiko:

THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE has actually gotten off to a very good
start. Reviews and sales figures are both excellent.

Charlotte Jackson of the Chronicle received the Tirst copy of the
book about two months ago, Unfortunately Christmas books are
reviewed by Newspapers and magazines in their December issues.

There 1is nothing we can do about this. Alice Dalgliesh received

her copy of THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS TREE in plenty of time to make

the special Saturday Review children®s Issue, but she plans to
review the book in her December issue as she will be doing Christmas
books then.

Now about the Scribner ad. A gross error was made between the
Chronicle and our ad agency. It was discovered too late and our
ad did not go in. Naturally we are as upset about this as | know
you are, but there was nothing that could be done about it. The
Chronicle gave the agency the wrong date and by the time this was
discovered, the Chronicle could not fit in our ad.

Would you let me have the sentence to replace the one about Kaya“®s
braids as soon as you can? We keep it in the production: file

so that when the reprint comes up we have the material already in
hand. Would you consider "short black hair"” suitable instead of
"long black braids." The idea and image is so nice | would hate
to see the whole sentence changed.

Sincerely

NQ:ab



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.'Y.

November 27, 1963

Hiss Yoshiko TJchida
616 63rd. Street
Oakland 9* California

Bear Hiss TJchida:

We thought you*d like to see this nice
notice from next Sunday*s Times Book Review right away!

And we all hope your Thanksgiving was
a happy one*

Sincerely,

Robbie Gatheral
Books for Young Readers



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y

December 2, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
6k5 63rd Street
Oakland 9> California

Dear Miss TJchida:

I am enclosing reviews of THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS
TREE from the Chicago Tribune, The Horn Book«
and The Hew York Times. You may already have
seen copies of these, but we thought you would
like to have extra ones, since they are so
wonderful™*

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

iLru> R-njiUeA.

Anne Breuer
Books for Young Readers



615 63rd St.
Oakland 9* Calif
December 7* 1963

Miss Nancy Quint
Charles Scribner®s ons
New Xork* N.Y,

Dear Nancy:

Many thanks for your letter and the
copies of reviews of THE FOREVER CHRISTMAS THEE
which have been coming from your office. [I%ve
appreciated seeing them,

Re the sentence to be changed, 1 think
we can lust go ahead and substitute nshort black
hair” for the mong black braids.” | would ap-
preciate seeing a copy of the new edition on

it appears.

We have had much illness In the family
and I1°ve only now managed to finish the manuscript
for my new picture book, STIMX*S PRISE» X enclose
It, herein, and send 1t off In haste. 171l be
interested In hearing what you think of 1t.

Sincerely,

Enel: Ms Yoshiko Cchida



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS

597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

December 10, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
6U> 63rd Street
Oakland 9, California

Dear Miss Uchida:
Thank you very much for sending us SUMPS
PHIZ13* Miss Quint will be in touch with you about

it soon*

With best wishes for a Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year,

Marion Bell
Books for Young Headers



CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

PUBLISHERS
597 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

December 20, 1963

Miss Yoshiko Uchida
6”5 63rd Street
Oakland 9, California

Dear Yoshiko:

I am leaving today for a two-week vacation but 1 did want you
to know how much we like SUMI’S PRIZE. It iIs an absolutely
delightful story.

We do have some queries but they will not be major. 1’1
write you about them when I return. We also plan to have a
different artist for this book.

Have a lovely holiday season. SUMI®S PRIZE is such a nice
way to start the new year.

My best,

N~ :-ab



