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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Consulate General,
24 Kyo-machi, lkuta Ku, Kobe,
July 3, 1955.

Miss Sumiko Satow,
4435 lhara-mura,
Takata-gun, Hiroshima Ken.

Madam:

Reference is made to your letter of July 4* 1955 concerning
your desire to regain your American citizenship.

Since you had voted in the Japanese political elections of
October 1, and 5, 1952, you do not appear to be eligible to be
repatriated under”™Public Law 51jt”B3£d Congress, which provides for
the expeditious naturallzaEiorfof former citizens of the United
States who lost United States citizenship by voting in a political
election or plebiscite held in Japan between September 2, 1945 and
April 27> 1952, inclusive, and who have not, subsequent to such
voting, committed any other expatriative act.

However, should you desire to appeal to the Board of Review
of the Passport Office of the Department of State with regard to
the decision that you have lost your American citizenship, you are

requested to carefully follow the procedure outlined in the enclosed
form letter.

Very truly yours,

For the Consul General:

a RN

Maida F. Stotts
American Vice Consul

Enclosure:

Kobe form 110.



HRE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AVERICA

American Consulate General,.
24 Kyo-machi, lkuta Ku, Kobe

There iVanclolied your cppy of ~e CertifLefFe 0: fe Loss of th§
Nationalit’/of the UMted S™t-es executed heye on -
approveS-"y the Depala&rtt cf State on

You are hereby notified that you have the privilege of appealing
to the Board of Review of the Fasspert Office, Department of State,
with regard to the decision that you have lost your Arerican nationality,
Yaur, appeal must be based on”ther than hardship or humanitarian groFinds;
otherwise, i1t cEnnot be entertained. If you have new or additional®
evidenceto submit, or if you have legal grounds for believing that your
case merits reversal of the decision, you may present the appeal through
a —oneign Service office, or a duly authorized attormey in the United
States. No formal application for reconsideration need be made but a
statement should be submitted, i1n duplicate in either English cr Japanese
pre erably under ocath, giving the grounds of the appeal and should be
supported by such documentary evidence as may be available.

Yeur statement should be complete; outlining in detail each reason
you have for believing that the Department of State’s action in approving
your loss ofMAmerican nationality was incorrect* You should explain in
detail the circunstances which surrounded your performing the act which
caused loss of your Arerican nationality; include all pertinent document-

ry evidence available. If the act which caused your expatriation was
oe result of mistake, coercion, or duress, you should explain the
circunstances, giving precise names and dates. It would be to your
a van age i1f you appeared here iIn person when submitting your statement.

Very truly yours,
For the Consul General:

Enclosure:

cat"/(_)f the of
lity of United States

Form 110
Rev 5-17-54
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Consulate General,
24 Kyo-machi, Ilkuta Ku, Kobe,
November 16, 1955»

Mrs, Sumiko Satow,
lhara-mura, Takata-gun,
Hiroshima Ken,

Madam:

The receipt is acknowledged of your statement regarding the
circumstances under which you voted in a Japanese political election.

Inasmuch as you did not submit any new or additional evidence to
show that your act of voting was under the circumstances amounting to
duress, it is not believed that your case merits reversal of the
decision of the Department of State that you lost United States
citizenship under the provisions of Section 401(e) of the Nationality
Act of 1940. lour statement is therefore returned to you herewith.

Should you still desire to appeal to the Board of Review, it is
suggested that you read carefully the Kobe Form 110 which was for-
warded to you on July 8, 1955 and follow the procedure outlined in
that letter.

Very truly yours,

For the Consul:

Maida F. Stotts
American Vice Consul
Enclosure :

Your statement regarding voting
in a Japanese election.



your

th

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STRANDEES

Please read this questionnaire carefully and then print, type or write
answers legibly to the following questions* 10

a. State you* fully name. KSunti~u SA-TO f e
b. Mle? wtB Female? Maiden Name? i

e« Birth place? 4726 JL> Birth date?

d,  Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the

purpose of reserving your Japanese nationality?

When? y*J~ </sCyt* @A
Have you ever renounced Japanese Nationality?f~ W hen?
Where?
What schools did you attend in Japan? N n
Where?

State the years you attended those schools. /4%Q -

State the periods you visited Japan and the purposes of each visit.

When did you last return to Japan?

Why did you return to Japan
C~A*<dE¥tlo Ajj&Ja**o />

Did you have a U.S. Passport at the time you last went to Japan?

ijjave you that passport now? s t jt What became of it?

AEUUUQ [tedARAst S& T
What other documents did you then have to establish {©i"W €
U.S. citizen? i1 faf MA+HAL, ,
Jht‘t()f#fl
Do you have those documents now? _ = What—pecame ofrthem? =

Did you then have a visa from a

Japanese consul? i Have you that vise now?
\Vhat became of it? "NCC&L tty
Did you then have a Japanese passport? Do you have it now?

What became”of—

Why were you in. Japan when Nlhe war staytkd on Dec. 7, JU?4l?
/ilA a/ A K J L - & > c/ i zemu?*/

What was your occupation\n Japan wkdn the war stWteih-onrioc. 7, 1941?



Where were you then living in Japan
69 married or V#eb ist}”*”*s?me of your spouse

husband ) Where does your
pouse (wifo or husband) live?
When we marrled? Where were you marri

at is the citizenship of your”sjréise
(wife or husband)? Where was your spouse
(ifll-o ©r husband) born?
Name and addres
Of what country is he

Name and addres of youriQQtherj?

Of what country Is

SC Since returning to Japan have you voted in any election

Where? * Years you voted?
tn what elections? mUs. /*/rp"Zj‘t/zt/rij 4/
Af* Jokok 1
Why did you vote ih f | |

iUol& loul* CecAKJLAG*** /UL

Did you receive any instrucf-itShs to vote? from what sources?
€Aum4*Were the instructions printed?
WhaV Allied mJliLary-'O-ff'icers told you to vote?
Did you vote because of
printed instructions of the Army of occupation?

What were you told would happen to you if you didn’'t vote?

What did you believe would happen to you if you didn’t vote?



10, \What Japanese officials instructed you to vote?

were those instructions
printed ones? t _

ei.f mcraema

What did they tell you would happen to you if you didn't vote?

12. What did you believe on fear wouh”ftappen to you iif you didn't vote?

117 A J /

, (Lose rati,6n\pard?

*TN XN N OEEBREAr \
--------- <«5N/U MU ANJLL. « /enxPalanNLjth
JZettA . a A -u JKOSBKI registkaiioh”.,,. ito, « N |/
13. Was your eh In a family Koseki In Japan?
When? .
Whe:re? fiy whom? /UcdZ&L
IHd you persoK~fiy”apply to be regiater-
when?----- Where? =
lihere did you go to apply to be registered?
When?

Ehy r%’d, you apply to be registered?

14. 1T someone other than you personally registered your name in ,

Koseki state who it was who registered you.

registered to a Koseki since your last return to Japan because
If you were not registered you would not have been given a ration card?
e ——————— ®&* would not have been given an address to receive
mail? _or would have been punished, and, if so, by whom?

and why?

Wore you re
y J weren*t you would suffer

in some form? i .
p* such as would not be issued a ration card?
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18,

19.

N Stat©what other reasons caused, you to register

EEs CONSCRIPTION

Were you conscripted. In the Japanese armed forces?
When?  — ... . ,,, In what branch of service?
What was your address at the time you were conscripted?

............. Bt - - D , , With whom were you then

What was your occupation at that time?

Name and address of your employer at that time?

Place where you then were working

If you were attending school at that time state the name of the school
, State type of school

Were you then single? Married?

What was the first notice you received that you had to register for the

draft under the Japanese draft law?

Was it a written notice? Verbal notice?
What was the date of that notice? Have you that
notice? (if sO, attach it to this questionnaire). What did

that notice instruct you to do?

Where aid you report to the draft authorities?

Were those draft authorities civilians? or Japanese military
authorities? — ... Were you given a medical examination by the draft
authorities? Where? When?

What other notices did you receive from the draft authorities?

State whether you received those notices by mail or whether they were
personally delivered to you.

Did you inform the Japanese civilian draft authorities that you were a
U.S. citizen™ When? Where ?

Who was present?



If you told that personally to a civillian draft officer state the name

of the officer and his title i
What is his present address?

What did he say to you when you stated you were a U.S. citizen?

Will he be silling to give you an affidavit stating those facts?

Did you inform the Japanese military draft authorities that you were a
U.S, citizen? When? ii Where?.......

If you told that personally to a Japanese military draft officer state

the name of the officer and his grade or rank ,

What is the present address of that officer? ...
Will he be willing to give you an affidavit stating those facts?
If you didn!t tell the civilian or military draft officers that you were

a U.S. citizen why didn1l you do so?

What did you fear would happen to you if you told him (or them) you were

a U.S. citizen?

Were you afraid to tell the conscripting civilian officers -- or military

officers ~— that you were a U.S. citizen? Why?

Did you tell the civilian conscipting officers that you did not wish to
serve in the Japanese armed forces? When? «* Sea—tra=teedM
Where?
To what officers did you tell that?

State their names
and addresses
Will they be willing to give you affidavits stating that fact?
Did you .tell the military authorities — or civil authorities -- that

you did not wish to serve in the Japanese armed forces?



251

26#

State their names and present addres-

ses
Who was present at the time?

Will any of them he willing to give you an affidavit stating the fact
you notified those authorities you did not wish to serve in the Japanese
armed forces? i

Did you write any letters to the civilian or military draft authorities
stating that you were a U.S. citizen and not subject to conscription in
the Japanese forces? |Pate of letter ~

(If you did, attach a copy of that letter to this questionnaire#)

What did you fear would happen to you if you refused to be conscripted?

Did you fear you would be punished by the Japanese authorities for
refusing to obey the' draft law? ... What penalty or punishment

did you fear you would be subjected to if you refused?
Did you fear also that the Japanese m authorities would punish
you if you refused to be conscripted? What punishment did

you fear they would subject you to?

Did you apply for a deferment, postponement or delay of your conscription

...When? . Where?'

To what office? Did you do this verbally? 1
in writins? , (If In writing attach

a copy of that letter or memorandum to this questionnaire.) If you

haven*t a copy state the language and contents of that letter or memoran*

dum .

Were you afraid to apply for a deferment, postponement or delay in your

conscription? Why?




27*

28.

29.

What did you feat* would happen to you if you did?
What answer were you given to this request?

Wa3 it a verbal answer? ts®#a™” Was it a written answer?
(Attach a copy of your written answer to this questionnaire.) If you

havenll a copy state the substance of that answer

Did you make a second request for deferment, postponement or delay?
w09 rsmer When? where?

To whom and to what office?

What answer did you receive?

Was this answer verbal? o Wwritten? (Attach
the letter or copy of the answer you received.)

What date were you conscripted (drafted) into the Japanese armed forces?

— - Where were you conscripted?

What was your first rank or grade in the armed forces of Japan?

Were you required to take an oath of allegiance to Japan at the time of

conscription? Where did you serve in the Japanese armed
orees? ... R Did you receive any pro-
motions in the Japanese armed forces? When?

To what rank or grade?

Did you take on oath of allegiance to

Japan at the time of promotion?
How long did you serve in the Japanese armed forces?

When were you released from services in the Japanese armed forces?

While in the service did you participate in any skirmish or battle

against the U.S. armed forces? Against what other

Allied armed forces did you participate in any skirmish or battle?

In what battles?

Did you surrender and wore you a prisoner of war?

When? "Where?



30.

31.

32.

To what U.S. a? Allied, troops? cEEBI F=
Whan were you released from detention?

Where were you when released?

HE: APPLICATION TO RETURN TO U.S.

Before or after war first broke out on Dec. 7, 1941, did you apply to a
U.S. Consul or the U.S. Embassy in Japan to return to the U . S . ? —
When? O Jfedx&d'A dio Jtjty -Z zjl

To what consulate or embassy?

Did you apply to the Swiss, Swedish or other consular or diplomatic

office to send you back to the U.S.? When?

Where? To what office?

What answer did you receive?

Before war broke out on Dec. 7, 1941, or afterward, did you apply for

boat passage to return to the U.S.? | Wien?

Where? &=t N To what company or office did you apply
for transportation to return to the U.S.?

Did you make that application orally? Did you make it

in writing? .. (If it was in writing attach a copy of your lett-
er or application for such passage to the U.S.) Did you receive booking
on any boat that was to take you to the U.S.?

On what date were you to sail? L From what

port ? Name of ship?
If you didn’'t apply for passage to return to the U.S. state why you didn’t

do so.

RE: APPLICATION FOR INTERNMENT

Did you apply to the Japanese authorities during the war to be interned
as a U.S. citizen? wty'™'!n?
Where? To what office did he apply?



What answer hid you receive to your request?
Was the answer a verbal one? Was it in writing?
(If in writing, attach the letter or memorandum to this questionnaire?*)

If you do not have a copy of the letter or memorandum, state in substance

what the writing atfeted.

HE, REGISTRATION AS ALIEN IN JAPAN

33e Before, during or since the war have you been registered as a U.S. alien

in Japan? N ® " Where?

Y/ere you registered with a U.S* Consul U.S. Embassy in Japan as a U.S.
citizen? When? C Where ? , ijol”cth
Were you required to report to Ja™aiese police?

When? Where? How often?

Did the police visit you? When?

Where? How often?

HE; EXPATRIATINC ACT IONS

34 Have you ever filed with any office in Japan any affidavit or statement
claiming or stating ahat you were a Japanese citizen? JO-**,
When? Whore?

For what purpose did you file that?

Have you ever applied for or received any benefit or right in Japan that
is granted only to Japanese citizens? i ft r When?

Where? ----- L)y e s, wy e e What was the right or benefit you

were applying for? o Did you

receive that right or benefit? When?

35, Have you ever applied to a Japanese government office or officer for a

Japanese passport? ..MM hen? i,

Where? Did you receive Ib?



When? Fon what purpose hid. you use it?

What became of that Japanese passport?

Have you, since returning to Japan in 1946 been naturalized, as a Japan-»
ese citizen? If so, what steps did. you take to become

naturalized as a Japanese citizen?

To what office did you make that application’
When? i Where? i
Were you naturalized? '//hen? b

What document did you receive showing you were naturalized?

Date of that document?

Have you, since returning to Japan been employed by the Japanese Govern*
ment or any agency of the Japanese Government? - ”
If so, name the office by which you were employed and the dates of your

employment

RE: SERVICE TO

Have you worked for the United States Government or Allied Military

authorities while in Japan? ———= For what service?

In what capacity? [ Where did you per-
form your work? i

Dates of your employment

Have you ever served in the armed forces of the U.S.?

In what branch? When?

Period of service

Where did you serve?

Date you received an Honorable Discharge

Serial No. What other members of your family

(father, children, brothers, or sisters) served in the armed forces of
the U.S.?



‘O« State their names, relationship an branch of the armed forces in which

they served, or are serving

REi OTHER DATA

What is your occupation now?

Where do you work?

What property do you owmn in Japan? »
Nature of that property? i
Estimated valuation of that property?

Name of your nearest relative in t

To what address do you intend t

Have you filed an application w

passport ? When did you file it? /
ul did you file it?

(Attach a copy of the application you filed with the

What reasons did the U.S. Consul give you for refus

passport ?

(Attach the letter of refusal the U.S* Consul sent uo
Did you take an appeal from the Consul*s refusal?
When? (Attach a copy of that appeal to this

guestionnaire*) What decision was made on that appeal?

(Attach a copy of that decision to this questionnaire¥*)

i fa a iy L
Signature

Address












SATOW, Sumiko

Appeal to Consul

I have received notice from the Consul (of denial)
and 1 am re-appealing as a last resort to you.
With reference to my voting, Allthose of age received notice
from authorities in charge of election to go out and vote.
Even the children were sent around to see that we voted
and my mother said that 1 should vote so long as | was living
there and then we believed that we will have returned to
hm us our TFarmland. Not knowing any better | voted and
had no (bad) intent.

1 have been separated from my husband for six years and

have been living myx with my one daughter at my mother"s

who was all alone until | returned to Japan, where we tilled
Bids our small plot of land. Later after my return our land
my daughter and 1 are living

was taken away and today I XMxiixxKgxxxfcfexmyxrixMgkfcar with

my mother but my daughter and 1 see no future here.

IT at all possible 1 would like to return to the United States
with my daughter. I beg of you to reconsider my case and |
pray to God for aid.

To the U.S. Consul

October X2L£ 24 .  L_._.. SATO, Sumiko
received”
I have/the documents from my elder brother but my birth
included
certificate was not xndinx . According to a letter from my

elder sister she suggested 1| should send a letter (for aid) to
{application)
a lawyer and that they be resubmitted.

Should I need“my birtlr certificate 1 will have my "brother obtain.
if
itfor me? What isyour opinion? However,/it iIs needed immediate-

ly , 1 will have to kxxst ask Mr. Nakamura a favor to have him

obtain it for me.
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November 13, 1957

Mrs. Sumiko Sato

Shiraki-cho, Ibara,
Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken#
Japan

2 *ar Mrs. Sato:

treM H#l'# &opF*a* Catari in *aahlli«<ta09 * ** r~itontip
liaarO 1% fcs ©marna t© imi muéti ist tura#
aaaoa pattOlz»* btiGrt 1% UiUng ih» la* posa*4 ™ coagraa*
«hioh kp&wxéi™ thai. mr-vla* # a 4*a» «lIti*»» la a Jf
atmf «a* «a a«t al a&pairiafciaft eoating aitali parssm« 1#**
; olfcl&aiyfchlp# ~ & * maialo* . opima» pretahlp
w Il Imi h«»0*0 Oom bg ttm iMpmm qwxp%«Ittita tha mx%
thra* aoiith* tIN »

1% la paaaithla wmv tm m 4 *¥cauri mg m la
ih**# oaaaa tfca* ina f#4* i«« «mah provlO** tha* aortite*
la a ¢tortigli amir a**t* a U*&* alila#» hla 1MU &iiimn&Kklp
mg 'm «&«8 » Ita fa©* or ** appil*0 far oainf cenararp
lo th* U*3. €on#titallo»* |1 la ala# poaalfcl* tfeai 1% **p
4**14* inai é O0*s* aitino» «ho «a» OraftaO loto ih* arano
forano of Rapasi Otaria« ih# w*r 414 aofc oin# oaluatartlp
imt msSf t*»4#r ih# aeonalataa aaO 0*m** af ih* Orafi la*
#t japast «mah pretti*# far pamahaMI| far OeliUea* «f
tha* i«uff i««*

Usar*foro* natii ih* $&* a*#*#*# Court oaeioaa ih*
eoa## non po&Oto# anfora Ii am «mah tt ha* 4 1o0»0*r
aohmaaioh i* la tota# ih*i m XmmMbbm alma oa tafca* bg
gm t& aitala a O#%« paaapert* tf téa ******* Court
O**1#** jh* ***** fatara&Ip |i la ptMtaft* tftiat a ©$*
Conaol thamaft** aap iMitt a v* * poaaport t* pa* «tthoat
furto*? eoaplle*tion*« tharafora# 1 tappai th*i pe»
«alt paticotip unti! th# Court inaio** tftaee ***** **(

I olii notify gomarea*tip ot ito oaoialoi» **4 *f [ta
affati o* tour «itiaoiiahlp «tatua a&0 if it thait fc**o**a
naaocaaarp far po* to tali* lagai atap* t* ha«* potar f*&*
oltlaaomip OatamimO 1 «hall infami pota am proaaaO

to tah* tha naaaaaarp al***«

Porp irtalp potar*9
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May 13, 1958

Mrs. Sumlko Sato
Shiraki-cho, Ibara,
Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken
japan

Dear 195%» the f* $» Supreme Court held in the case
of feres v* Brownell that an Merican citizen who votes In a
eipolitical iXict&i# in a foreign country loses his $t»$. citizen-
ship if he voted voluntarily even though ho did net know he would
lost his citizenship by so voting# However, If the v_otln? was
caused by duress, coercion or undue influence (it was involuntary
and would not eaii him to lose f+S. citizenship#

To prove that your voting was involuntary the State depart-
ment will require evidence that yqu voted under duress» coercion

or undue Inflyence# It wil| require a statement from_you. under
oatH, stating' the reasons ygu voted# A%dawts fl)f)m other

h knowled f the fact that. f d. t
fimd’fnat You Voted " becdiise of 'feaf “of punishment 1 you didn't can
e used to support your atatames

If you voted because you were notified or heard that General.
MacArthur or SCAB or the C.G. or Allied m|I|tar¥) officers had
ordered all residents in Japan to vote and you believed and feared
that if you didn't vote that you would be punished for violating

ilitary orders, your voting was. involuntary* The . State department
WB m}// take th V|rew tth voting ?n Japa¥1 vvhgle* it was _o_cgu 1-ie

bY he Allied Powers did not constitute voting in a "politica
election* in a "foreign”state"e} If you voted because Japanese
municipal officers notified you and you believed and feared that

ou as a resident must vote or be punished under Japanese law or

¥ order of the Occupation authorities, your voting was involuntary.
IT you voted because you were notified by the Occupation authorities,
or by Japanese civil authorities or by Japanese neighbors that you
would be deprived of a ration card if you didn't vote end you be-
lieved and feared you would be deprived of a ration card and might
starve if you didn't vote your voting was involuntary* |If you wore
notified to vote and you voted because of other fears of what would
be done to you or what would happen to you if you failed or refused
to vote your voting wnm involuntary*

If you already have applied to a U.3. Consul In Japan for «
U.S* passport or you art about to do so it will be necessary for
¥ou to make a complete statement to the Consul, under oath, revealing
he reasons why you were compelled to vote. In that statement you
must explain the fears that drove you to vote in order to {)rove to
the Consul that you were under threats or mental pressure to vote



and that your voting wag Involuntary because It was caused by your
fear of gome form of punishment being inflicted upon you i1If you
didn’t vote, such as punishment by the Occupation military authori-
ties, or by the Japanese police or other civil authorities, or by
the loss of some right such as being deprived of a ration card.

You must keep a written copy of any statement you make or
have made to the U.S. Consul which explains the reasons why you
voted and you should send a copy of it to me.

IT the U.S. Consul and the State Department can be convinced
by your own statement, under oath, supported if possible by affidavits
of other persons acquainted with the facts, that you voted because of
your fTear of punishment in some form fro® the Occupation authorities
or from the Japanese authorities or your fear of the loss of a ration
card the State Department should hold that you did not lose your U.S.
citizenship and should issue a U.S* passport to you. (If the State
Department denies you a U.S. Passport an application thereafter can
be made for a Certificate of ldentity to enable you to return to the
U.S. to have a U.S. District Court decide whether or not you lost
your citizenship by voting in Japan.}

I would thank you to let me know by return mail whether ycu
have applied for a U.S. passport and, i1f so, what decision the Consul
has made on 1t.






Translated by C.W. 8/20/58

Certification of voting record of Sato, (Satow), Sumiko

Voting record at Hiroshima Ken, Ihara-mura

January 22, 1951 Hiroshima Ken Governor
October 1, 1952 House members

October 5, 1952 Education board members
April 19, 1953 House members

April 24, 1953 Council members

February 19, 1953 Village mayor

December 7, 195" Hiroshima Ken Governor

It is hereby certified that the above voting record is correct
Dated: February 10, 1955

Hiroshima Ken, Takata Gun, Ihara Mura, Election Office,

Chief Officer, Hayakawa,Shigeru (Official Seal)






August 25, 1958

Mrs. Sumiko Sato
Shiraki-cho, lbara,
Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken
Japan

Sato:

Dear Mrs.

In order for me to take an appeal to the Board of Review of
the Passport Office in Washington, D.C., in your case, I would
thank you to give me your answers to the following questions:

1. What was your maiden name?

What was the date of your divorce from your husband, Yasuo
Kiyohara?

2.

During your marriage did you and your husband live with your
father-in-law and, I1f so, where? -

1951?
19527
19537
19547?

in
in
in
in

coerce
coerce
coerce
coerce

4. Did your husband
Did your husband
Did your husband
Did your husband

you to vote
you to vote
you to vote
you to vote

(If your husband
be coercion by the State Department and,
hold youi responsible for that reason.)

ordered you to vote that may be considered to
if so, It might not

5. Did your father-in-law coerce you to vote iIn 19517
Did your father-in-law coerce you to vote in 19527?
Did your father-in-law coerce you to vote iIn 1953?
6: Were you on food rations in 19517
Were you on food rations in 19527
Were you on food rations in 19537
Were you on food rations in 19547
7. Did you possess a ration card in 19517
Did you possess a ration card in 1952?
Did you possess a ration card in 1953?
Did you possess a ration card In 1953?
Did you possess a ration card In 1954?
8. What was the last year you were i1n possession of a ration
card?
o. What was the last year iIn which you received rations under a

rationing system in Japan?
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10. After your divorce where did you live?

11. What is the name of your mother?

12. In what year did you go to live with your mother in Hiroshima?

13. Did your mother pressure you to participate in the voting iIn
19527
Did your mother pressure you to participate iIn the voting in

19537
Did your motherpressure you to participate in the voting in

19547

If you can answer the above que tions and i1t appears to me from
your answers that your husband, father-in-law, mother, neighbors
or local officials iIn addition to attempting to persuade you to
vote also put pressure on you to vote, | may be able to prepare
an affidavit, hoping that the State Department may view your voting
as hayihS been caused by coercion. However, if it appears that you
were not induced to vote, especially in the years 1952, 1953 and 195",
by coercion that there may be a chance to convince the State Depart-
ment that a dual citizen has a right to vote iIn Japan despite the
recent Supreme Court ruling.

Very truly yours,

WMC:fd
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WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

March 8, 1960

VIA AIRLETTER

Mrs. Sumiko Sato
Shiraki-cho, Ibara,
Takata«gun
Hiroshima, Japan

Dear Mrs. Sato:

There are discrepancies between your questionnaire
which 1s 1n my possession and your letter of October
1958. Therefore 1 would thank you to answer the follow-
ing guestions:

1. Did you or your husband first bring a divorce
proceeding?

2. On what date was the divorce granted?
3. Did you receive the divorce or did your husband
receive the divorce?

4. Who received custody of Yoshiko?
5. Were you living with your husband on the date the
divorce proceeding was started?

6. Were you living with your husband on the date the
divorce was granted?

7. What is the full name and address of your brother
in Japan?

8. Were you living with your husband on January 22,
1951 when you first voted?

9. What is the full name of Mr. Kubota, the election
official?

10. Between the year 1951 and 1954 did Mr. Kubota speak
to you more than once about voting in elections?

11. Did any other official inform you that you must
vote? If so, what is the name and address of
that official?

Very truly yours,

WMC:ss



Mr. Wayne M. Collins
Mills Tower
San Francisco,Calif.

April 12, 1960

Dear Mr.Collins ;

I wrote a couple of letters to Miss Sumiko
Sato but she haven*t answered my letters.

It took two days until 1 could contact her
at her residence and get the answers of the question-
naire. She received your letter, but she can*t read
English letters, so | helped her to complete the list
of questionnaire.

She was so anxious to return to 0. S..

I enclose herewith the questionnaire form.

Yo$rs very truly,

I i- K



LIST OF QUESTIONS WHICH MRS. SATO SHOULD ANSWER

Lid you O*:your husband first bring a divorce®" proceeding
My husband did.

On what date was _ the divorce granted? L/
=_July 25, 1950. j A~
Did you receive the divorce or did your husband LJ
receive the divorce? -
Husband.
Who received custody of Yoshiko? E
Myself.

Were you living with your husband on the date the

divorce proceeding was started? ) )
No. I was living at my mother’s house, Ibara,Shiraki-cho,Takata~gun

Were you living with your husband on the date the”™ Hiroshima Ken

divorce was granted?
No. \Y
What is the full name and address of your brother in
Japan?
Il%ave a brother in the States, 1330 N. La Salle St. Chicago 10,/
Were you living with your husband on January 22, 1951,

when you firstryoted?
0.

What is the full name of Mr. Kubota, the election

official?
Tomoichi Kubota.
Between the year 1951 and 1954 did Mr. Kubota speak to

you more than once about_ voting in elections?
About 7 or 8 times. >

Did any other official inform you that you must vote?
If so, what is the name and address of that official?

No*

With my husband ls permission, 1 axd' Yoshiko visited
my mother on July 10, 1950* About two weeks later
my husband wrote me that he divorced me and that

I did not have to come home.

I went to Citiy Hall to inquire if it was true.

The record showed that our marriage was legally
cancelled. /

My husband r/iare is Yasuo Kihara and he is living with
another vornan-at 29 Sorazaya-cho, Hiroshima City.

Sumiko Sato
Ibara,Shiraki *cho,
Takata-gun, Hiroshima Ken



WAYNK M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

April 14, 1960

VIA AIRLSTTSH

Mrs. Sumlko Sato
Shlrokl-eho* Itoara
Takata-gun *_ | = 7 7 jFf *F
Hiroshima, .Japan .. 0 N
Dear Mrs» Satos
Please send me the answers to the questions I

sent to you on March 8, i1960.

Very truly yours.

WMCsss
ccs Kono ~



June 10* 1960

VIA AIRMAIL

Miss Sumlko Sato
Ibara, 3hiraki-cho
Sakata-gun
Hiroshima-ken* Japan

Dear Miss Satos

Enclosed find original and a copy of a proposed affi-
davit which 1 have prepared for you from the material and
questionnaire that you sent to me* |1 would thank you to
read the affidavit and If there are any errors contained
therein 1 would thank you to let me know what those errors
are 1mmediately by airmail and 1 will prepare a new affidavit
for you*

However, if the affidavit contains a true and correct
statement of the facts, 1 would thank you to take the
original affidavit to the nearest U.S. Consul and there sign
It in the presence of the U#S* Consul and swear to It and
have the Consul sign the same and attach his seal* Thereupon
you should return the original affidavit to me and I will
forward the material to the Passport Review Board in Washington
B«C*, along with an appeal and Brief On Appeal from the Con-
sul’s previous denial to you of a U*S* passport and his iIssu-
ance to you of a Certificate of Loss of U*S* Nationality*
(The copy of the affidavit i1s for your files¥*)

Very truly yours,

WICiss
Enos*






AFFIDAVIT OF SUMIKO SATO

I, Sumiko Sato, whose

Sumiko Kiyoharapreside at Shiraki-cho, Ibara, Takata-gun,
Hiroshima-Ken, Japan, was born at Ogden, Utah, U.S.A., on

July 29, 1923.

in 1927
When 1 was four years of age my parents/took me to Japan

wberel was*sent to school from 1930 tp

W bV f.g ¢he Unat¥EALStliiji "Tillrn ijitaii

schooling in 1940”1 was unable to do so for lack of
I was expecting financial assistance forpy fTare from my
brother who was iIn the United States but”was unable to locate”d)
“was unable to return”™before “jthe war
for lack of financial assistance from him.
~mnr consequence | went to work in a weaving mill but was
unable to earn enough for my fare back to the United States qxﬂb.

before the war broke out and
in mbofisequBnce had to remain iIn Japan during the war.

conclusionm of the war in 1945 1 was unable to return

to the United States for want of thé transportation fare.

I was married to Xasuo Kihara, a Japanese national, in
Hiroshima on August I£, 1947. We have two children, Shizuye
Kihara and Yoshiko Kihara, minors, born in Japan. My husband
I£--- .- - -. ~-July 25, 1957. i i
and 1 were divorced on fiftixk Following my divorce,
having no home of my own, lwas forced to return to my

mother, Miyano Sato, whose address is Shiraki-Cho,

Ibara, Takata-gun, Hiroshima Prefecture



I voted in elections in lbara, Takata gun, Hiroshima ken,
T tian. 2Z. ‘1951, ) )
Japan, oiyHffict. 1, 1952, Oct. 5, 1952, April 19, 1953, April
24, 1953, Feb. 19, 1953, and Dec. 7, 1954« 1 did not wish to
vote 1In any of those elections because of the fact that | didnTt
have anv,inferest? iIn voting but nevertheless | was compelled

/CCufhi
to vobeyby (Mr. Tomoichi Kubota, the election officer, by my
mother and by my brothe% _
assure that 1 wouldn t be deprived of necessary rations,
Vv N _ - AN Y

B I
(lhadto-vote in those elections.

Just before, I received printed
ins-auctions from the "yakuba'" (village municipal office)v
informing me that 1 was required to vote. On receiving the
first of those notices | went and talked to Mr. Tomoichi Kubota,
the election officer, and told him that I was not iInterested
in voting, that I was an American citizen and that 1 didn!t
intend to stay in Japan but intended to return to the United
States where 1 was born. told me that even though 1 was born
in the United States ! was nevertheless a
citizen of Japan by Japanese law .and that as long as | was
living 1n Japan/l was required to vote,and that it was my duty
to vote and that if I refused™l would be taking sides against
the policies laid down for Japan by the Allied Occupation
Forces which had given democratic rights to women residents
of Japan as well as "tseeia. Hjjgsaad that persons who didn t vote
had no right to receive allotments of rations and wouldnTt

receive them. He had told me the, same things just before the



things because of his a#WSgegfoetNin seeing that
I voted like ewijfoe else.

Just before the dan. 22, 1951, election 1 told my mother
and my brother what Mr. Kubota had said to me about voting
and my brother said that if 1 wanted to avoid mfa
going to vote that maybe 1 could hide but my mother said
that was impossible because there was no place 1 could hide
without the yakuba officials finding me so they i

both agreed that 1Td have to v o t e dfrts&U+s/

Jfar*
Then after Mr . Kubota™aaspi and told me just before the

Oct. 1, 1952 .,election that 1 had to vote in that election
| talked to my mother and brother again and told them what
Mr. Kubota had said to ne to 4ppsp(*HB»*vpte. They said he
would keep an eye on me that L couldn’t avoid

/\i3
voting and they Dut %iSfe pressure on me to voté

elections through Dec. 7, 1954



Jii”/\ diLinterested

/attitude on voting Hr. Kobota came each year just
before votin]7to lecture to me about *JrHe “was"very persisted
and forceful and scared me "a”aawsita.nr-wto*his talk that 1_h~d
to do so because voting was a democratic right given t<i>Japa:
by the Allied Occupation Forces and that®as long”~™ I
in Japan mu®wWiVPiilirfrmmiaiin 1 had to vote.oi»ulilo the officials
would cause me trouble and the neighbors would Wn say that |
I wpposed to democratic rigrffes™which was against the policy
laid down by fimf the Allies for Japan and would shun and un“
ostracise ne and »y
~»>to live In the community He worried me greatly and made me
fears these things™d/tihen 1 consulted my mother and brother
after each of Mr. Kubotals teflitom lectures to me they told me
that 1 had to vote to save myself trouble and to be able to

live lii“the community. 2ilC

a*Jdmt ** & &

doji v/

hostile to the democratic policies laid down by the Allied
Powets_ _f_o_r_ _J_a_p_a_n__ein_d_ _\N(zlil_d be going ag?grgth the law of Japan
for which I could be punished also”that the neighbors would
shun me and my family anc™l wouldnTt be able to

village i1n the face of ostracism. ™Chey argued thaft~when I

was ready to leave Japan and return to the United States that
the U. S. Consul would/ that 1 had been opposed to
democratic princiigbksaancluftmifi"ifjiiii 1 had no right to return

to the United States and would tell me I had to stay in Japan*
po. 'ji'ty/fknK.



J M just before each of those elections and on iSlaaUKi4f
the election days the officials sent groups of school children
to canvass everyoneland they came about six times on each
election to see that everyone voted and they would report
anyone who didn’t agr™*"™t~vo£78nd show up and vote and
notify the officials, 1l didn"t go and vote i
the matter would be reported to everybody in the village and
all the neighbors would shun and ostracize me and my family

and that would make it impossible for me to live in the

community N *66*+/N

Then 1n 1953 when 1 was a™le to assure myself of the
fare for my passage %gm to return to the United States I ma”
an application for a passport to the U. S. Consul at Hiroshima

but*fgj turned me down because of p, having voted in Japan

W $2 AdSPhol @



that | had to vote iIn order to insure that 1"d1HIB»
be preserving ray citizenship and right to™a U. S. passport.
Th~1 thought it was hopeless and that Ifd never be allowed

to return to the U. S. as a citizen.






JHst before each of the subsequent elections in which
printed _______
I voted I received similar/notices from the-flgggg”yakuba
about voting.and each time 1 talked witlvjny mother and
brother about it™aPi’zhey told me thatvas 1 was also a
citizen by the law of «Japan I must vote as long as | remained

in Japan otherwise 1 would be regarded as being against the

t
democratic polices laid down by the Allied Occupation Forbes

andAgoinb against the Trpim laws of Japan for which | could
be punished and that all the neighbors would shun me and my
family and | would”t be able to live iIn the village in the
face of ostracism and™hat”BBjjSB"B~""iSiBBSiBt | was ready
to leavlJapan and rbturn to the United States
the U.S. %%P§9Ear -
= right to return to the United
fret*/,
States
Then when ¢jmflmmmaijgfir 1 was able to
|
__ to the United States

I made,™Srlapplication for a U.S* passport toA™i/wj

the United States” Consulate at Hiroshima



AFFIDAVIT OF SUMIKO SATO

I, Sumiko Sato, whose married name was Sumiko Klyohara, reside
at Shiraki-cho, lIbara, Takata-gun, Hiroshima-Ken, Japan, was born
at Ogden, Utah, U.S,A., on July 29, 1923«

When 1 was four years of age my parents in 1927 took me to
Japan where 1 was sent to school from 1930 to 1940* They Intended
that 1 should return to the United States, When 1 completed my
schooling In 1940 I wished and had Intended to return to the United
States but I was unable to do so for lack of money, X was expecting
financial assistance for my fare from my brother who was i1n the
United States but was unable to locate him. Consequently, 1 was
unable to return to the U,S, before the war for lack of financial
assistance from him. In consequence 1 went to work In a weaving
mill but was unable to earn enough for my fare back to the United
States before the war broke out and In consequence had to remain
in Japan during the war. After the conclusion of the war In 1945
I was unable to return to the United States for want of the trans-
portation fare,

I was married to Yasuo Kihara, a Japanese national, In
Hiroshima on August 13, 1947® We have two children, Shizuye
Kihara and Yoshiko Kihara, minors, born In Japan. My husband and
I were divorced on July 25* 1950. Following my divorce, having no
home of my own, I was forced to return to ray mother, Mlyano Sato,
whose address Is Shiraki-Cho, Ibara, Takata-gun, Hiroshima Prefec-
ture.

I voted in elections in lbara, Takata-gun, Hiroshima-Ken,
Japan, on Jan. 22, 1951* Oct. 1, 1952, Oct. 5* 1952, April 19, 1953*
April 24, 1953* Feb, 19, 1953* and Dec. 7* 1954. 1 did not wish to
vote in any of those elections because of the fact that 1 didn"t
have any interest in voting but nevertheless 1 was compelled to vote
chiefly by Mr. Tomolohi Kubota, the election officer, by my mother
and by my brother. The only way for me to protect myself, to assure
that 1 wouldn®t be deprived of necessary rations, to avoid social
ostracisms and to make sure of preserving my right to return to the
United States was to vote in those elections.

Just before the Oct. 1, 1952, election | received printed
instructions from the Myakuba” (village municipal office) informing
me that 1 was required to vote. On receiving the first of those
notices | went and talked to Mr, Tomolohi Kubota, the election
officer, and told him that 1 was not interested iIn voting, that I
was an American citizen and that 1 didn"t intend to stay in Japan
but intended to return to the United States where 1 was born. He
told me that even though I was born in the United States 1 was
nevertheless a citizen of Japan by Japanese law and that as long as
I was living in Japan and was of age | was required to vote. He
further said that i1t was my duty to vote and that if 1 refused to do
it I would be taking sides against the policies laid down for Japan
by the Allied Occupation Forces which had given democratic rights
to women residents of Japan as well as to men and the U.S. Govern-
ment would never let me return to the U.S. He said that persons
who didn®"t vote had no right to receive allotments of rations and
wouldn"t receive them. He had told me the same things just before
the Jan. 22, 1951* election too. He told me In substance the same
things Just before eaeh of the other election dates above-mentioned
and he made it a practice to come and see me to tell me those things
b?cause of his office and duty iIn seeing that 1 voted like everyone
else.



Sumlko Bato Page 2

Just before the Jan. 2t] 1951# election | told my mother and
my brother what Hr. Kubota had said to ne about voting and
brother said that if | wanted to avoid going to vote that maybe |
could hide but my mother said that was impossible because there
was no place | could hide without the Yakuba o fficials finding ne
so they both agreed that 1°d have to vote and gressured me to do
so for my own good at that time and also Just before the subsequent
elections in which X was compelled to vote because of the pressure
put on ne and the fears and beliefs | had about the matter.

Then after Mr. Kubota had come and told me Just before the
Oct. 1, 1952, election that I had to vote iIn that election, |1
talked to my mother and brother again and told them what Hr. Kubota
had said to me to convince me | had to vote. They said he would
keep an eye on meso that 1 couldn™t avoid voting and theyput
pressure on me tovote hit. that election. In each of the above**
mentioned elections through Dec. 7# 195" Mr* Kubota and my mother
and brother put a lot of pressure on me to vote because ofray lack
of interest in itand what they told me and what they mademe
believe and fear compelled me to vote. My uncle too on several of
these occasions also Influenced me to vote for the same reasons
they did.

It was because of my disinterested attitude on voting that
Mr. Kubota came each year Just before voting time to lecture to
me about the necessity of my voting. He was very persistent and
forceful and scared me with his talk that 1 had to do so because
voting was a democratic right given to all residents of Japan by
the Allied Occupation Forces and that as 1 was Japanese that as
long as I lived 1n Japan | had to vote. He repeatedly told me that
iT 1 didn"t the officials would cause ree trouble and the neighbors
would say that 1 opposed to democratic rights for men as well as
for men which was against the policy laid down by the Allies for
Japan and would shun and ostracise me and ray family, and It would
become impossible for me to live iIn the community and that 1°d not
be allowed by the U.S. Government to return t© the U.S. He worried
me greatly and made me fear these things. When 1 consulted my
mother and brother after each of Mr. Kubota®s lectures to me they
told me that I had to vote to save myself trouble and to be able to
live iIn peace iIn the community. They too emphasised that i1t was
true that as I was also a citizen of Japan I must vote as long as
I remained in Japan, otherwise 1°d be regarded as being hostile to
the democratic policies laid down by the Allied Powers for Japan
and would be going against the law of Japan for which 1 could be
punished. They also stated that the neighbors would shun me and
my family and that I wouldn"t be able to live iIn the village iIn
the face of ostracism. They argued that 1f I refuse to vote that
when I was ready to leave Japan and return to the United States that
the U.S. Consul would hold that I had been opposed to democratic
principles if 1| couldn"t prove that I°d voted and would hold 1 had
no right to return to the United States and would tell me 1 had to
stay 1n Japan. |1 believed and feared that I had to vote for ray own
good and to protect ray rights and to insure | wouldn®"t violate the
policies given by the Allied Powers or the law of Japan and wouldn®t
arouse the ire and antagonism of the people In our neighborhood.

Also, Just before each of those elections and on the election
days the officials sent groups of school children to canvass everyone
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and they came about six times on each election to see that everyone
voted and they would report anyone who didn"t agree to vote and
show up and vote and notify the officials, X realised that if I
didn®"t go and vote the matter would be reported to everybody in the
village and all the neighbors would shun and ostracise me and my
family and that would make It Impossible for me to live In the com*
munlty and 1 feared the cruelty of ostracism.

Then 1n 1953 when X was able to assure myself of the fare for
my passage to return to the United States | made an application for
a passport to the U.S* Consul at Hiroshima but X was turned down
because of having voted In Japan which was a great shock to me as
1"d been led to believe and feared that X had to vote In order to
Insure that 1°d be preserving my cltlsenshlp and right to return to
the United States on a U.S* passport* Then 1 thought It was hopeless
and that X"d never be allowed to return to the U.S* as a citizen.

Sumiko Sato

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of *

1960



WAYNK K. COLLINS
Attorn«/ at Law
1300 Kills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Franolsoo 4, California

November S, i 990
VIA AIRL8TTSR

Kiss Sumlko Sato
Ibars, Shirakl-cho
Takata-gun
Hiroshima-ken, Japan

Dear Kiss Satos

On June 10, 1960, I sent to you an original and a copy of
a proposed affidavit which 1 requested you to read and If you
found 1t to be correct, take i1t to the nearest U.S. Consul and
there sign and swear to 1t and have the Consul affix his certi-
ficate thereto and thereupon return It to me so that 1 may forward
It to the Fassport Heview Board in Washington, D.C. i1n an effort
to recover your U.S. citizenship.

If you have not already taken that affidavit to the U.S.
Consul at Hiroshima I would thank you to do so as soon aa possible.

For your information, X suggest also that you obtain an affi-
davit from Mr. Tomolchl Kubota and from your mother and from your
brother confirming the statements made by them to you relating to
your voting In Japan as stated in the affidavit X prepared for you.

The fact that you voted in elections In Japan in 1961 will not
be deemed to be an act costing you your U.3. citizenship because
Japan was at that time still an occupied country and because you had
been Informed that all residents of Japan were required to vote by
order of 3CAF. However, inasmuch as you lived in Japan for a
period of time in excess of 10 years prior to your voting on Oct. 1
and Oct. 5# 1952# and on April 194 1953# April 24, 1953# Feb. 19#
1933 and also in 195" the U.3. Consul and the State Department will
assert that even though you may have voted on those occasions under
duress that it will hold that your voting on those occasions was
voluntary because Title 8# dec. 1481(b) (Section 349(b) of the
Immigration Act of 1952) which was enacted by Congress raises a
conclusive presumption that such voting was done voluntarily and
that in consequence you lost your U.3. citizenship by such voting.
However# for your Information Z wish to Inform you that the
American Civil Liberties Union has instituted s suit in the U.3.
District Court in Washington, D.C* for s man named Antonio Caflero
of Jersey City against the officers of the U.S. Immigration
Service In an attempt to have that conclusive presumption
declared to be unconstitutional. In the event that the Caflero
case holds that the presumption is void, then the State Department
w ill have to determine whether your voting In Japan was caused by
duress and if it so holds, it will determine that you did not
thereby lose your U.3. citizenship. | wish to point out to you
that it is likely that the Caflero case will not be decided by the
Court of Appeals or the U.S. Supreme Court for a period of
approximately 2 years.

Very truly yours,



WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
1300 Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

December 7# 1961

AIRLETTER

Miss Sumiko Sato
Ibara, Shiraki-cho
Takata-gun
Hiroshima-ken, Japan

Dear Miss Satow

On June 10, 1960, I sent you certain affidavits and
requested you to go to the nearest U.S. Consul and there
make an application for a U.S. passport and sign the
affidavits and have the Consul affix his seal thereto and
thereupon return the affidavits to me to forward to the
Passport Review Board in Washington, D.C. 1 have not
received those documents from you. On November 8, i960,
I wrote you again but to date have received no reply from
you .

I would thank you to notify me what decision the U.S.
Consul has made on your application for a U.S. passport if
you made such an application to that office.

Very truly yours.

WMC sss



