


ADVANCE KEIEASE For Use After 10:45 p.ra.® EWTP Thurs

n OFFICE OF WAR IIFOSMATICN
RELOCATION AUTHOEITyY

Tezt of Address » Dillon S. ]*yer, Director of tlie War Relocation
Authority™ over the National Broadcasting Ccmpany network at
10:A5 p.m., EWT; Thui®sday® July 15" 197-3.

During recent weeks”™ a great deal of public attention has "been given to the
War Eelocation Authority; the relocation centers® and the Japanese-American
peop e who live in these centers. Unfortunatemuch of the information given
circulation was untrue and misleading. Much of ~hat has "been said has caused
confusion, by focusing attention on some minor details and covering up the really
"basic issues.

The proper liana ing of the people) of Japanese ancestry who. were removed from
their hones along the Pacific Coast into relocation centers is a matter of impor-
tance to every person in the United States. It ia essential that everyone”®ogives
thought to the pro"blem keep certain facts clearly in mind.

First---enemy aliens suspected of 'being siibversive "were arrested Immediately

after Pearl HarlDor and are now interned. They have never been in relocation
centers.

Second— Diiring th.e first month of the evacuation period -- in March 192 --
the Japanese-i\merican people were first told simply that they must move out of
the Pacific coastal zone snd were free.to go anywhere else J1 7 liked. It was

only after this voluntfary movement had caused difficulties that controlled evac-
uation cane into the picture. Relocation centers vere established primarily to
provide living quartcrB for the evacuees while long-range resettlement plans were
"being worked out.

The evacuation did not imply for one moment that all evacuees ewere guilty or
oven suspected of endarigering the national safety. It was a precautionary move-
taken in "view of the exceedingly critical military situation on the West Coast.
Tlie evacuees in the relocation centers are not charged with any crime or subver-
sive intcPxtions; they are a dislocated people vho had to have some place to live--
and the relocation centerG socmcd to "be the most feasible temporary solution to
tlio pro"b cm. There is no reason to conduct the relocation centers as internment
camps or prisons.

On the contrary, there fire good .reasons vhy they should not be so conducted.
Tvo-third's of"thb people triio -were moved into relocation centers were "born in this

country .They are Acaerican citizens, and 72 per cent of this citizen grouD have
never even seen- Japan.

fover)l\l X-18363
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In the ten relocation centers™ the evacuees are provided with most of the
"basic necessities of life--and the opportunity to earn a small amount of money
so they may buy other things not provided "oy the government. They receive food,
lodging, and medical care, and schooling is provided for the children.

The living quarters are barrack-type frame buildings, divided into family-
size compartments--and furnished vith cots, mattreasea, "blankets and heating
stoves. There is no running vator or cooking facilities in the barracks--but
community .bath houses and mess halls are located in each "block to serve 250
to 500'.people.

mThe school program iB planned to meet the standards of th© state vhere tlie
oenter is located, but until recently there were no "buildiDgs put up especially
for school purposes. Classes have "been held in barrack "buildings originally
intended for living quarters or for recreation.

The> medical serTice in a relocation center is barely adequate even as
measured "by vartime standards, Non-Japanese doctors and nurses are in charge of
the medical staff in each center® but most of the staff is composed of evacuees.

Any cbMaunity of--say--ten tihcmsand people, eating three meals a day-~vill
require a lot of food. ' Most of the relocation centers "were ati© to produce very
little of %eir own food last year--and so most of it had to be brought in.

People wlio have seen the trucks going into the relocation centers loaded with food
quite naturally have been impressed "vrith the large amouirbs--and so many rumors
have started that the evacuees in relocation centers are getting hug© amounts of
food--far more than other civilians.

I vant to ay right here and now that poople in relocation ceirters are
rationed--just the same as the rest of uo. Most of the food i bought through the
Quartermaster Corps of the Army. But there ie a top limit of cents a day per
person "whicla may be spent for food, and the actual cost has ranged from to
cents a day. By vay of comparison, the Army allows a maximum of 61 cents a day
and actually spends 55 57 cents a day for each man. From the standpoint of
quality™ the food served in the centers is, of course, never better than Army
standards. And on many items, such as "beef, it is definitely inferior.

The governtaent of the United States has an obligation to feed the evacuees
in the*, relocation centers IDut--ve ai*e doing it in Btrict accord vith rationing
regulations--and ith d keen regard for the heavy demands on the nation” food
aupply..

X von*t take iiitae to dwell on other details of the relocation center
activities--except to say that the War Relocation Authority is operating with a i
minimum staff--and has attempted to give a maximma of responsibility to the
evacuees themselves for providing the services needed by the coinaiunity~-and for
managing their own affairs.

*The vages for those vho vork are just about, enough to provide for the
necessities --12, 16, or 19 dollars a month--plus a small clothing allowance for
each member of the worker's family. The evacuees are not compelled to mwork--
"but only those who do "work receive "wages and clothing allowanceses About 9 PGCr

cent of the employable evacuees at the centers are now engaged in some kind of
mwork.

X -18063
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In spite of the fact that the War.Relocation Authority Is responsible for
managing the ten relocation centere--ve d/nrt feel that they ere desirable in-
titutioris, or anything in which the people of the I&iited States can take pride.
It i8nft the American way to hs.e children grow up behind barbed, w ire. t may
be possible to make good Americans out of them--"but the very surroundings make a
mockery out of principles vo have always cherished and respected. I1fs difficult
to reconcile democracy with barbed "wire-*freedom vith armed seirt:ries--li'berty
with searchlights.

But, in spite of these discouraging surroundings, Americanism is predomi-
nant in the relocation centers. It is taught in the schools--in the adult
education classes--through organizations such as Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts,

4-H Clubs, Future Farraers of America, Girl Reserves, and Parent-Teacher Associa-
tions . Several of the centers have U.S.O. Club or similar arrangements for the
entertainment of soldiers of Japane e ancestry "who co e back to the centers to
see their families or friends.

However, there are some people in the relocation centers who have in-
dicated that they prefer to "be Japanese rather than American. And there are-
others vhose records indicate that they might endanger the national security.
Accordingly, ve are planning mwithin the next few weeks to segregate these pro-

Japaneee people and establish them in a single center where they will live for
the duration of the war or until repatriated to Japan. t has taken.time to
gather enough information for such a program of segregation. We now have the

necessary information and we expect to oarry out the program as soon as trans-
portation can be obtained to make the move.

WO feel that the remainder of the population-*-those who are thoroughly
American in their loyalties--should not be required to remain in relocation
centers. They can make a much greater contribution to the war effort "by vor3ting
on farms, in factories™ and in other places where their abilities can be used, to
best advantage.

, In the spring of last year, when the evacuation was only beginning, there
was an. insistent demand from sugar "beet grower and refiners for evacuees to
work in the best fields of the Western States, Before the harvest season vas
over afcout 10,000 people from the centers had gone to work in the' fields of
the West--and they harvested enough iDeets to provide a year”™ wugar ration for
atout 10 million people.

The results of that program were generally good from every point of view.
And eo the War Relocation Authority went one step further. Starting in July
one year ago, v© "began to work out a program wherety evacuees vith sound
records might leave the centers,indefinitely to take jobs and establisli homes
in normal conununities, Up to the present time, a"bout 10,000 of the evacuated
people have taken advantage of these procedures and have gone out on indefinite
leave to establish themselves mainly throughout the interior sections of the
country. In addition, approximately 6,000 have gone out on seasonal leave for
work chiefly 011 farms throughout irrigated sections of the West. And in all these
months, not one case of disloyal activity on the part of these people has "been
reported from any reliable source.

(Over) X-18063
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Within the past few 6], there ha "been a grea””deal of public discussion
about th© release of people from relocation centers. Tlie procedures for granting
release and tlie methods of investigating individual evacuees have been widely

mifninderst;00d. So tonight I to state t]Jl0se procedum juet as clearly as |
cEiii in ord©!™ "bliat *hG public may have 'the "true facts. OcCp a period, ofl many

Whths, we have gathered a consideral)le amount of information on each evacuee 17
years or over -- infomation on their individual backgrounds and interests and '
their*past emp-loyment records. Before any evacuee is granted indefinite leave”
this information is carefully checked at the relocation cente.re f there is any
indication that the evacuee might endanger the national security or interfere

mwith the "war effort permission for leave i denied

In addition-~as a further precaution--'we have sulDmitted the names of all
evacuees past 1 to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The FBI has now checlced
nearly 9 “per cent of these names against its files and has supplied us with
whatever inforinatlon it had on the individuals involved* We have been using

this information in determining eligibility for leave. But 1 to emphasize
the determination is made by WA and not by PBI.

There are certain classes of evacuees \tho automatically are denied leave
one-- those /who have, asked to be repatriated or expatriated to Japctn two--
Shinto priests three-- American citizens who have refused to gwear allegiance
to the Ifiiited. States and four-- thoses who have been denied leave once because
of bad records. At the same time, there are thousands whose records show no

reason wliy they should not be permitted to leave the centers.

The main point want to make concerning the granting of leave to evacuees
is this -- he War Relocation Aut3lriby is exerting all proper precautions for
the national security--s,nd at the same time is providing tlie means for loyal

AIoC3riG8ii citizOlis snd. Is-v-abiding 8-liens--"to "fcak© "theiilpla, 6 in "tiG nationsil
life and enjoy the freedoias 'which are assured by the Constitution.

The War Eelocation Authority recognizes that the foremost task before the
people of this country is to win the war. This mean3 concentrating on fighting
the enemy -- rather than fighting among ourselves -- and using all our available
manpo-wer where it can do the most good.

A have faith in the American democratic vay- of life, “sdith equal rights,

privileges _and responsiM lities for all, regardless of race, creed, or
national origin.

¥e assume that the great majority of the people of Japanese ancestry nov
in this country vill stay here during tlie “war e.nd afterwards.

WO liS-ve confidsnco in tho ability of "the anaed. Torcos to wage the wAT],
and. of the authorized, intelligence agencies of the Goyemirient to give proper
suryoillance to aXl suspeefcod or po'fcGntiia.l enomies witliin our countiry.

¥e believe that it is possible to distinguish between tlis loyal and the
disloyal people of Japanese ancestry, as well as mth other national or racial
groups™ to a degree which m il insure the national security.

We believe lo~ulty grows and sustains itself only -when it is given a chance.
It cannot flourisxi in an atmosphere of suspicion and discrimination.

C 352-BeBJCOY 063
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Let me repeat -- the inanner in which the WRA conducts its program- is of
concern to all tlie people in the U.S. And it has a significance which goes far
beyond the woundariGS of this country. Our actions are being watched, in Japan,
'where Housands of American soldier and civiliaxi3 are held as prisoners or
internees; undoubtedly they are being watched in China, ndia, Burma and other
countries whose collaboration is necessary if we-are to defeat our enemies
surely and quickly. Theso countries are watching our actions to see if we mean
what we say when wo talk about racial equality.

So it is important thfit wre all approach this problem sanely and calmly,
without racial emotion or hysteria. As | have said before, let’s not handl©

this problem as Hitler, would handle it in Nazi Gormany, or as To?o would
approach it in Japan. Lot’s do it the American way.

X -18063
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Friday Luncheon Meeting

San Francisco, California, Monday, August 2,1943

No. 31

Palace Hotel

"The Truth About the
Japanese Evacuees”

as seen by

Dillon S. Myer

National Director, War Relocation Authority
Dillon Myer can give us official answers to such question™ (raised by the

Dies Committee and others) as:
JFiH Jcr/mnese

fo refurre to ffee coast? Sfcoidd ffcey &e?

What check does the F.B.l. make of Japanese being released?

Is it true that Army questionnaires showed a large percentage of American
citizens of Japanese descent give first loyalty to the Tenno? Are such
citizens being released? Should they be?

Are disloyal Japanese being segregated from other Japanese evacuees?

Are we treating the Japanese fairly? What ought we to do with the evac®
uated Japanese? Should tee treat them like others of enemy nation descent?

As National Director of the War Relocation Authority, Myer is in charge

of relocation and care of all Japanese evacuated from Pacific Coast strategic
areas.

H. J. Brunnier9 Quarterly Chairman

$1.25 a plate
Palace Hotel

Friday, August 6th, 12:10 p. m.

Inexperience Still Chief Problem of
Shipyards; Sundays OffF Favored
FRIDAY FLASHES —JULY 23rd
From Address by Dr. GEORGE P, HEDLEY

Convenor of School of Social Institutions,
Mills College; Parf-time Shipworker

"IN MID-1943 the nation’s yards are putting
new merchant ships into service at the rate of
over 140 a month. This means an increase in
the tempo of construction of better than 200
percent over the best accomplishment during
the First German War, and of 10,400 percent

over the supposedly wild dreams of Joseph P.
Kennedy in 1936.

One East Bay yard completed major and
minor repairs on 614 vessels in the fourteen
months immediately following Pearl Harbor.
Tms work requires the most able and highly
skilled men available.

—The very size of the program, adolescent and
sprawling, with the consequent terrific increase
in personnel, constitutes item number one
among the proDlems of shipyard efficiency.
—The magic that turns blueprints into steamers
Continued on page 142



142 THE COMMONWEALTH

Industrial Relations Report to Be
Criticized From All Angles

THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS SECTION
is entering the last stage in the preparation of
its report on “Industrial Relations in a Democ-
rat at War™ with a series of speakers, begin-
ning today, discussing from all angles a pro-
posed Section report that has been submitted
to the Section membership.

The report was prepared by a drafting com-
mittee headed by Dr. Max Radin, professor of
law at the University of California.

At today’s luncheon in the St. Francis Hotel
the report will be discussed by Barney Mayes,
research* director of the State Federation of
Labor. Next Monday noon the speaker will be
Ted Lyman, who is an industrial engineer with
the San Francisco Employers Council. The fol-
lowing Monday noon the speaker will be Mer-
vyn Rathborne, secretary of the California State
C.1.O. Club members are invited to attend by
phoning DO. 4903 for a iuncheon reservation.

IN THE COMMONWEALTH LIBRARY

"THE CITY.COUNTY CONSOLIDATED
by John A. Rush, A.B.,, AM.rLLB.

In reviewing this book William Allen White com-
mented: **Probably one of-the -Biostr ~_things
to be considered by legislatures is the simplification
of municipal government. Our cities are too top
heavy and the load on the taxpayer should be
lightened. This book tells how the" latter may be
one.”

It is a_factual, analytical, yet stirring description
of the origin of the city-county, reaching from the
city-state_ of ancient times through the Middle Ages
with their free cities, the teutonic burghs, the Anglo-
Saxon boroughs, the cities of counties, and the mod-
ern county boroughs in Great Britain. .

It also” devotes’ a chapter to the twenty-four Vir-

inia_cities of the city-county consolidated type
z1708); a chapter each”to Néw York City, New

rleans, Baltimore, Philadelphia, City and " County
of San Francisco, St. Louis, City & County of Den-
ver, City & County of Honolulu; together with facts
showing the movement toward city-county consoli-
dated in other large U. S. cities; and a chapter on
the results of the city-county consolidated.

JhsL Qom monwsiJDdtiL

Issued every Monday by the

Commonwealth Club of California
Office: Hotel St. Francis « Phone DOuglas 4903

San Francisco, California. Founded 1903
AGet the Facts"—Founder Adams

Entered as second class mail matter at the San
Francisco post office, May 11,1925. Subscription
rate 60 cents per quarter, included in monthly dues.

INSIDE NEARBY SHIPYARD rConflnued)

works very slowly the first time. No engineer
can envisage every detail.

Steam freighters are simplicity itself com
pared to naval auxiliary ships with which my
own duties are concerned.

—Yet with three types of naval auxiliaries,
speed of construction increased 5.9 percent be-
tween the first and second ship of type A ; 17
percent between the first and second of type B,
and 55 percent between the first and second of
type C.

—The early ships are slow-growing. It is with
the later ones that the spectacular speed occurs.
The problem, solved again and again, becomes
routine.

On the one hand, it may be argued that since
we want ships, want a lot of ships, want them
quickly, we should get them out on the original
plans without pausing to incorporate bright but
delaying new ideas.

On the other hand, it must be recognized

thal experience both in the yard and at sea
(and especially in the combat zones) continu-
ally teaches us new and important lessons. More
and bigger guns, more and stronger protective
shields, are built into the wvessels month by
month.
—Since both life and vietotylmay ~depedd-iipon
what seem minor improvements, it would be
rash to dismiss all the Navy's frequent revisions
as irrelevant or unnecessary.

Alteration Minimums Not Low

—Alterations consume time in delay and in
extra work, and sometimes involve double
ordering of materials. Manifestly they should
not be tolerated for mere whimsy, should be
held to the minimum consonant witn safety and
efficiency. But that minimum is not low.

—No one who knows the facts will deny that
there is some loafing and a lot of wasted time,
but loafers are loafers whether in wartime or
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peacetime. Deliberate loafing is in my opinion
responsible for only a minor part of the loss of
time in the shipyards.

—The question of voluntary absenteeism is one
finally of morale, which depends no less upon
the prevailing public mood than upon the direct
eflForts of any given industrial enterprise.
-m-The prevailing shipyard wages are unques-
tionably high for inexperienced youngsters. They
are not high for men of experience and respon-
sibility, especially in these times. They are cer-
tainly not high enough to offer to any large
number of workers any real encouragement
with the costs of living as they are, to work
half a w*ek and to lay off the remainder.

Fatigue Causes Reduction in Output
—Overtime is probably the only possible source
of really high income in the shipyards. My own
experieace suggests that the first few hours of
overtime in a given day, if not repeated too
many days in succession, are the most produc-
tive hours of all. Too much overtime, on the
other hand, induces fatigue and inefficient.
—To put the sixth day on the same basis as
the rest would not only reduce wages but also
eliminate the incentive to work on the sixth day.
I have a strong notion that the reduction jn
industries is not from ovefcon-
fidence or loafing but sheer fatigue.
—The seven-day week, with days off staggered
among all of the seven, is designed to keep
machinery continuously active while human
agents take turns resting. Actually it does not
produce this result 100 percent, for adequate
substitute operators are not easy to find.
—The staggered absences of key men mean
that on each day of the week some important
information is not available—some important
decision simply cannot be made.

Uniform Sunday Off Favored

—1 am disposed to think that a change to a
uniform Sunday off throughout the yard and
the industry, already adopted by one major Bay
area enterprise, would simplify and so would
speed total production.
—Frankly, | think the labor union problem is
a minor one today. The labor-management
committees are functioning cordially and fruit-
fully.
—Izlabor and management can get along for the
duration probably better without uninformed
public comments and without unenlightened
legislative interference.
—The largest and gravest problem is sheer
Continued on page 144

nternational Action in Education
Urged in Peace Aims

EFFECTIVE PEACE MACHINERY will re-
quire cooperative international action in edu-
cation, Dr. Grayson N. Kefauver, Dean of
Education at Stanford ljniversity, said in a
Commonwealth Club KYA quarter-hour.

"Social machinery will be ineffective ir it is
not supported by widespread social under-
standing among the peoples of the participat-
ing nations/* he said.

”In any cooperative action in international
education, the several countries must partici-
pate as equals. No country should have control
over the education of another.

—The problem of handling education in the
Axis countries at the close of the war may
constitute a special case. Obviously, the victor-
ious United Nations cannot allow osvchological
and educational warfare to continue. We have
here a new instrument in total warfare which
must be eradicated if we are to have total peace.

With the exception possibly of the removal
of Nazi-appointed administrative leadership in
the individual schools and in school systems
and of the direct control incidental to military
occupation for a limited period, 1 would rely
largely on the new ieadersnip to bring about a
desirable reorientation of the educational pro-
gram. Too much control would lead to resist-
ance and resentment.

—A temporary International Commission on
Education should be formed without delay and
assigned five important and definite tasks.

1 . It should develop recommendations for
the handling of education in the peace treaty.

2. It should develop plans and assist the
new governments of the Axis countries in the
reconstruction of their programs of education in
harmony with internationally accepted social
goals and social values.

3. It should likewise cooperate with the
governments of the occupied countries in the
reconstruction of their programs of education at
the close of the war.

4. It should study and propose means by
which programs of education can contribute to
public understanding of the interdependence
among nations today, the nature of the peace
aims of the United Nations, and the problems
that will be faced by the countries of the world
at the close of the war.

5. It should prepare a plan for a permanent
International Education Organization.”
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SECTION LUNCHEONS

Monday, August 2nd

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS—Speakers: Ewan Clague,
Director of tiie Bureau of Employment Security
of the Social Security Board; | former Pro-
fessor of Economics at the University of Pennsyl-
vania; Barney Mayes, Research Director, California
State Federafion of Labor. Subject, “Thie Report
of the Section.**

Tuesday, August 3rd

BEGINNER SPANISH GROUP OF LATIN AMERICA
SECTION—Subject, "Beginners* Spanish Lesson/f
Instructor, Sr. Ulpiano Borja, Former Consul Gen-
eral of Ecuador. . X

LATIN AMERICA—Speaker, William Fisher% Ex-
g)(orter_ to Latin America since 1914. Subject, 'Tatin

merican Trade After the Ware”

Wednesday, August 4th
ECONOMICS—Speaker, Ernest Ingold, President” San
Francisco Chamber of Commerce. Subject, *The

Work Pile/*
STUDY GROUP ON "LEGISLATURE OF CALI-
Chapter X., Lobbies &

FORNIA**—Subjects, . hapt |

the Legislature.”” Il. Examination of Topics for
Further Legislative Study to Be Recommended for
Submission to Club Sections.

Monday, August 9th

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS—Speaker,
Subject, **The Report of the Section/-

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT—
Speaker, Desmond M. Teeter, County Auditor, Con-
trad Coita County. Subject, "County Fiscal Pro-
cedure.’

Wednesday, August 11th

GOVERNMENTAL EFFICIENCY AND. FINANCE
. Speaker, Phil Berger, Secretaiy and Cnief Exam-
iner, Alameda County v"ivil Service Commission.
Subject, **The Personnel System of Alameda
County/*

Ted Lyman.

INSIDE NEARBY SHIPYARD rContfnuedi
inexperience. Every one in the yard—manage-
ment and labor—# inexperienced in building
so many ships so quickly. The vast majority
are totally inexperienced at building ships at
all. But the solution for the problem oi:inex-
perience is found in gaining experience.
—Each new month the total working force in-
cludes fewer misfits. The armed forces are
nearing their maximum strength, leaving less
uncertainty as to who is available for the smp-
yards.

—The problem of the shipyard is that of any
industry, of any human enterprise. It is the
problem of adjusting fallible humanity to hard
and relentless technical requirements.

Fallibile, clumsy, ignorant, stupid, lazy human
beings—falliole and stupid and lazy as are we
all, and eager and loyal and able to learn as
are we all—are doing the job.
~When it$ done, and the victory is gained, |
shan’t be surprised if the public concludes that
the men and women in the yards were better
workmen, and worked harder, than todays
prevalent opinion will concede.”

THE COMMONWEALTH

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

If no objections are filed with the Secretary prior
to August 169 19439 following applicants will stand
elected:

CARR, RICHARD B., retired, 2701 Claremont Blvd.,
Berkeley, Calif. By F. A. Wickett.
COLE, CECIL C., “traffic department,
Fr9|thtways,l4O Bluxome St., S.

H. Butler

Consolidated
By Bennet

DEWING, RALPH M., farmer and Froduce buyer,
Hickmott Canning Co., Antioch, Calif.,1604 North
Stockton St., Stockton, Calif. By Chas. L. Mariner.

EASTMAN, BYRON L., mining engineer, Recon-
struction nnance Corp., 200 Bush St” S. F. By
George W. Rust.

EDMUNDSON, H. CLYDE, vice-president, The Con-
tinental Insurance Co., 60 Sansome St., S. F.
By Membership Committee. .

HOUSTON, H. P., advertising, United Newspaper
Magazine Corporation, 2702 Shell Bldg., S. F. By
Walter Robison. = .

LIVINGSTON, LEON, Leon Livingston Advertising
Agency, Mills Bldé;., S. F. By Harold S. Simon.

LYON, "HARVEY B., executive, Lyon Storage and
Moving Company, 3400 Broadway, Oakland,” Calif.
By Willie Osburn.

LYONS, EDMOND, broker, Felix Butte, Jr.f 85
2nd St.,, S. F. By Felix Butte, Jr.

MALLORY, GLEN E, hospital owneroperator,
Paso Robles Community Hospital,P. O. Box 545,
Paso Robles, Calif. By Dr. GiflFord L. Sobey.

McWHINNEY, WILLIAM P., purchasing agent, H.
R. Basford Co., 425-2nd St, S. F. By R. B.
Masters.

PRICE, L. H., merchant, Price Buildir]lg Specialties
Co., 3% Gilbert St., S. F. By E. T* Thurston.

ROBINS, RAYMOND, agriculturist, Chinsegut Hill,
Brooksville, Florida. B AIex_Hyde.

TRESSLER, ARTHUR ., office”

135 N. Sutter St.,. Stockton, Calif. By Al G.

Henry.

MAURICE E. HARRISON, Secretary

August 2 , 1943

Club KYA Programs Announced
Thursday, 7:45 p.m. Ernest Green, gen-

eral secretary, Workers Educational Asso-
ciation. tBringing the University to the
Workers.®

Friday 7:20 p. m.—Dillon Myer, director
War Relocation Authority. nThe Truth
About the Japanese Evacuees.if

IN MEMORIAM

MAJOR GENERAL WILLIAM P. UPSHUR
Joined the Club April 21,1942
Died July 21 1943

CHARLES SCHIFFELER
Joined the Club January 12,1943
Died July 22 1943

CAPTAIN CHARLES W. PADDOCK
Joined the Club February 15,1943
Died July 21,1943
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SAN FRANCISCO, August 6--The War Relocation Authority is now in
a positioti to make a "reasonable determination of loyalties on every
adult individualMin relocation centers, Dillon S# Myer, director of
V. R# A,, said in addressing the Commonwealth Club of California
today on the Japanese evacuee problem#

*\Ve are going to separate those evacuees who have indicated—
either by expressed statement or by persistent action--that their
loyalty lies with Japan, and we are going to maintain them in a center

by themselves,” he said.

Mhe first group to be segregated will be those who have
requested repatriation or expatriation to Japan and who have not
withdrawn theit* applications prior to July 1,1973*

m\ll others to be segregated, however, will be given individual
hearings. Aside from the repatriate-expatriate group, candidates for
segregation will be drawn chieriy from those who have unfavorable
records with intelligence agencies and those who are denied leave
cXearance by the War Relocation Autthoritiy because of otliei* inTorinatloi
indicating loyalty to Japan.f,

Myei* discussed the ”10yalty Question= 110 28 in the W.R.A.’s

registration to acquire information on the evacuees in connection

with the granting of leave-



"Here are the facts,” he said. "Eighty-eight percent of those
who registered answered *yes* to question 28 without qualification.
Seventy-four percent of the citizen males who registered answered lyes
as did 85 percent of the citizen females who registered, and 97
percent of the aliens who registered. Approximately 11 percent
answered *no! or qualified their answers/ 1

"Relocation centers were never intended as concentration camps
or prisons# They were established primarily as an expedient—to
provide communities where the evacuated people could live while long-
range relocation plans were feeing developed,

"Before the movement into relocation centers was well under way,
a strong demand for farm labor arose, especially in the sugar
beet producing areas of the west.

fThe War Relocation Authority and the Western Defense Command
jointly worked out a special program for recruitment of evacuees.
Before the ciose of the harvest season in the fall, nearly 10,000
evacuees had been recruited from the centers for seasonal work under
this group leave program.

"The results of the program were generally good. In nearly all
cases, the evacuees were accepted as valuable workers and treated as
such. Before the season ended, they had harvested enough beets to
provide a yeap*s sugar ration for nearly 10,000,000 people,

By mid-summer”™ evidence was beginning to accumulate that the
relocation centers could never be developed into normal communities.
Signs of unrest were mounting and valuable skills were obviously not
TDeing put to full productive use. On the other hand, the experience

in the sugar beet fields was encouraging.
M\nd so on the 20th of July, the War Relocation Authority adopted



a policy making it possible for American citizen evacuees who Ihad
never lived or studied in Japan to leave the relocation centers
indefinitely, after investigation, in order that they might take full-
time job and establish residence in normal communities. Later on the
policy was broadened so that any resident of a relocation center---
citizen or alien--might apply for indefinite leave, outside of the
evacuated areas,

*Ve have been bending over backwards In the precautions we liave
taken. If there is any evidence from any source that the evacuee
might endanger the national safety or interfere with the war effort,
pemission for indefinite leave is denied, ¥e are acquiring from the

all information available in its files, and from other intelli-
gence agencies on all adult evacuees at the centers. Nearly 9
percent of the adult evacuees have now been checked through F.B.X#

"Some of you may be surprised to learn that the evacuees, a$5 a
group, are not rushing forward to take advantage of the leave pro-
cedures« In fact, our principal trouble has been in the other di-
rection* The evacuees read the same papers as the rest of us and
listen to the same radio programs* Naturally, many are reluctant to
leave the oenters to face a public that seems predominantly hostile,|

Myer said that at the present time there are almost 35,00 people
of Japanese descent outside relocation centers, ”Some 20,000 lived
outside the evacuated area or have never been in relocation centers,n
he said, and added that Miot one case of sabotage Oll the part of any

per3011l of Jstpanes descent has TDeeii reported fi* & any reliable source*
He denied charges that evacuees are Mnjoying a better diet tharx
the average civilian fajnilyf and. said nthe cost of feeding over the
past several months has ranged from 4 to 42 cents per person per day.
All ration . restrictions applicable to the civilian population are
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RACISM AND REASON

There is a specicil meaning in the opportunity y<u have given me o0
meet with you tonight. 1 see in your invitation your determination an. con-
fidence that the problem of the Japanese and Japanese Americans xm S
country must and shall be settled through processes of reason and m a
Christian spirit.

You refute a misconception rather widely held elsewhere in the country,
that the people on the Vfest Coast all react toward persons with Japanese faces
mth blind, unreasoning hatred*. Some people in the Pacific un or u
nately are victims of their own bigotry on this question, but there are many
citizens out here, like yourselves, who have been standing up for the same
just and democratic treatment of the Japanese minority that should be accorded
to all minorities*

It has been easy for the racists to claim to represent a majority point
of view on the evacuee question. The Viar Relocation Authority program has
always been peculiarly subject to emotional distortion by these people.
Because the TM 1is deaiing with people of Japanese doscent, many American
citizens ~ho are rightfully indignant about th barbarism and treachery of the
Imperial Japanese have found it.difficult to approach the problems of »JRA
thoughtfuly and judiciously. They have tended to identify the people N~
location centers with the real enemy across the Papific. Tney have accepted
without question a great many lies and half truths about the relocation centers
that have been spread across th” country by malicious men m ma icious
motives. Some have even demanded that Amorican citizens of Japanese “cestry
born and raised in this country be treetod, as a group, like prisoners of war.

But in the past several months the temper of public opinion on this
issue has been changing— rapidly and unmistakably. People who vere com-
Bletoly unaware of tho_Japemese American problem_a year ago have begun to

r _ on this subject in rather caustic

against tho Japanese Americans but at tho race mongers”who insult

TR R RSP S TR TAS Bl ) oHBRE ™ frpuni i -
0 once demanded wholesale confinement of all persons of Japanese

have begun to realize mth tho President that Moncanxsm is not a matter oi
race or ancestry but a matter of the mind and heart. Some private organiza-
tions which formerly advocated total exclusion and mass deportation |
Japanese Americans havu .softened and modified their attitudes.

Naturally -this shift in ubl c thinkin |s Pr2fo” dlyIA ce AANAN -
me But I tak “no persona cre or |tg cl 3m non rt

tion Authority. Tho change has been brought about, |1

by the magnificent combat record of Japarxese amsnean boys in the 1
the United States Since the early part of this N N ttle
witten in blood and stoel a record that compels all of u, » noA

harder and moro deeply than over before s-bout t e r ¢ n fore-
They have found their v-ay up the peninsula of Italy, usually Ny

front of the action, taking desperate chances, vdP"ng\ <ut * k ?ovrard the

harassing the enW  from all sides, driving him relentlessly back tov.ard t
Alps.



= Rfl+4nn The <~tfit 1 ~ speaking of here is the, far-famed 100th Infantry
Battalion made up of Japanese American boys from the Hawaiian Islands/ Some

attacr nrDrrnh  7W r! f ationod at Harbor at the time of the Japanese
killed bv +hP 7, ~ ieWm fth mhad CI Se fsinily relatives who were ,

ti fn f i An ? — n T Ameri
REtAl. GREH TRESTSIBSCeFinst a¥rived®TR®thd TR bl Rl  sorepleTinTias

officer! "ithTh VisC nfin> thOr~dietoly iinpressea their coinm”ding
1Curftflh thelr eagerness to become good soldiers, their willingness to
“bsorb the toughest physical grind, and their alertness in performing thoir

N ¢ F continuGdvn m VCd t Camp Shelby® ~ssissipPi, where
+n/ ed a ma’nt™n tne excellent record 1n Tinal pre-combat train-

R n o1 - N . .
I the ar d -rouhd the TodBRfedd %t Ui¥rndd tRaL TALRE EnllaShovatl Lgsisog™y
N fAns”s the Volturno and Rapido Rivers, crossed these tivwo

. ut 1 this action boys of the 100th Battalion displayed
A American s"oldiorship they had shov™n in their pre-

omDat training. Time and again, members of tho unit were singled out for
drgerous missions and cited, by their commanding officers for unusual

abDroach wn~fho01l* N t A anfbGr this Battalion go AWOL; the nearest

ard h-h?1i, tHe Cafe TOUnded b ys ™= left base hospital prematurely
in their cgomrades. As the War Deoartment

i i uf . t j
H%é pointed out”® tH?s is AﬁELn¥n reverse, and mth a vengeance.

The normal strength of the 100th Eattalion- is about 1,000 men. But of
. course tnere have been replacements so that the total number of troops v;ho have
served with the unit is in the neighborhood of 1300. This is a fairly small
contingent when yoii realize that the Japanese American boys in this group have
now received a total”of more than 1,000 Purple Hearts, 44 Silver Stars, 31
SATA o nifé DIstingldShed Service Crosses, and three Legion of Merit
Medals. Within txie’pest few weeks the entire Battalion has received a President
lal citation froia Lieut. Gen. Mark Clark for "outstanding performance of duty
in action, on June 26 and 27, at Belvedere and Sassetta in Italy.Iln the
citf~on General Clark said—and | quote—"The fortitude-

reflet . dJsPlaye™.by the officers and men of the 100th Infantry Battalion
reflect the finest traditions of the Army of the United States.»

» »-»_"N ne”sPaPeys here you may have read recently of an instance of such
fortitude and sacrifice, the death of Lieutenant Kei Tanahashi of Los Angeles.
npl_ngSftiZ—r1 ~2nd ReSimental Combat Team. Lieutenant Tanahashi died

r Castellina, Ita3y, the /Jar Department reported, because after, being wounded
he refused medzeal attention until every other funded soldier of his platoon
hnlSiT9n/ -r~ a?d/ nd evacuated t0O_ a safe piaca. Arny doctors said he might
have lived if he had permitted himself to be treated earlier and evacuated with
the first group of wounded. The Lieutenant, knoxvn for his activities in Boy
Scout work, and earlier popular as a student at UCM, was evacuated to a
TAnfCa 1 P.fenufr parents/ They still live at our Heart Mountain

In N wldow”™ whom he married a week before®going overseas, resides



The 100th Battalion is now part of a larger fighting unit, the”442nd,
Regimental Combat Team. The 442nd, which comprises thousands of Nisei from
the mainland, including a number who once were evacuees or who have families
in the relocation centers5,has begun to make an enviable record in its own
right. The Far Department announced recently that members of a reconnaissance,
patrol of this Japanese iUnerican unit are believed to have been the first
Allied troops to reach the historic city of Pisa. There is an,aspect of this
incident which symbolizes the United Nations in microcosm. Those Japanese
American boys Kho went forward into Pisa were officered by a naturalized
Canadian and an American of French extraction. Some people in these parts who
think that as old settlers they have a priority on patriotism, should think
that one over.

Recognition of the Japanese American soldier is not confined by any
means to the.War Department, the comigindirig generals and the official citations.
The ordinary doughboys w0 have been in action alongside these troops-— 1 the
men of English, Irish, Italian, ana 511 other ancestries who have seen them
going into battle---are even more eloquent in their praise thou the official
coinmuniques. One of them, convalescing at a military hospital m North”
Carolina, recently .wrote to Time Magazine. nl just came from Italy,n his
letter reads in pcirt, nwhere X vfas assigned to the Js.pa.nese 100th Infantry
Battalion. I never in my life saw more of a true American than they are...
Ask anyone who has seen them in action against the Jerry (to) tell you alDout
them. ~They»1l tell you that when they have them on their flanks, they are
sure of security in that sectionn And then he, concluded addressing, his.
remarks to the people Tip hdve been vililfYing the Japanese. Amer cans here in
the United States. »"They, my. friends,M he wote, "are not the little,»yellow
belliesl5 you are .n

Another one vrrote directly from the front lines in It/aly to the N
Secretary of t.he Interior after reading about some of the "worst examples of .
discrimination against people of Japanese ancestry that have ocicurred recently.
»May | suggest”,1" he "asked,* "that you send all those narrow-minded, bigoted un-
Americans over here to relieve the 100th Infantry Battalion of the 34th
Division?”>” The Secretary"s reply was terse and to the point. He wrote:
nThank you for your letter. It is quite apparent that you know what ypu are
fighting for. =

The boys 'Wwho wrote these two letters are apparently not at all unique.
Within the past few weeks X had an opportunity to talk v*ith an Anny captain
just back from special, service in the lItalian theater. Almost everyvihere he
went5 he tells me, he found admiration for the exploits of the 100th Battalion
and bitterness about the shameful and misguided actions that are being perpe-
trated against people of Japanese descent . some sections of the home”~front.
The feeling he encountered seemed to be almost unsJiiin.ou.sly one of~-burning
resentment against people who are persecuting loyal Japanese Americans in the
press and through direct economic action.

One incident, in particular, that aroused the ire of our soldiers in
Italy and elsewhere was the event that took pXace a few months ago in Great-
Meadows, New Jersey* It centered around the farm of a man named Ed Kowalick
who tried to hire five evacuees of Japanese descent from one of our ?JRA



relocation centers to help him produce the food that is so vitally needed in
our drive against the Axis. Before the incident was over, one of Kowalickfs
barns had been burned dovm, his family had been threatened, and he 1%ad become
a social outcast 1in his own unit; - But, _irdthout ?ging into any

.lurther comment, let me quote from the Ifetterof a junior-officer in Italy
with an Irish American name:

Ne""1 v " 1> f. i ¢« # - ¢, V m . s " - -

, .two years and a coupleof days since 1 left the states with a
vmole hatrul of company on the war!s leeching business. During the ten-
mnute breaks in Africa aad ltal” we have devoted a lot of effort to trying to
reaxize in the imagination what life is like at home. .«

floday a magazine (Time, April 24) comes to the beachhead and... tells
TuS <FY, an™ "MeSe Pheasant images become hideous and confused. According® to
thenstory five Japanese,”including one Frank Kitagawa, .are sent to Great
Meaaows, N.J. from an .Arizona relocation center to help Kd Kovalick ran his
600-acre farm*,_Ed Kowalickfs neighbors mount a blind patriotic” this
five-man Oriental menace within their gates.. *A building on Kc, a tov ~ farm
is burned; and Kovralick, being one man, is forced ty send the" :frondQr 3 away.
This pj.as | said, a little thing. xAded,/ killed, nobody-ma~-i}ed. Ta-show
taey hold no hard feelings, the._farmers present Ed Ko”alick ?dth a bo.x of
cxgarsr, and the incident is closed,,.. }

It is the schoolhouse, |1, think, tjnat sticks in my. cray®. Pressomably
the small fry of Great Meadows are taught in this school-house study algebra.
7r<ii AN Cill Uliee 57 anc™ nouns;, and learn that® Lincoln called them Mthe-

at hope of earth.e This is the schooXhou.se ~ihere hundreds met to
hiint tkivn live, who had coimitteci the crime of discarding their ancestry for
the tics, of a novi country#

Hh<jre are crosses ivith Japanese names in the American cemeteries in
the bitter Italian hills. These men are \worthy to bear arms: how then arc
they not Worthy to grow tomatoes?

Sinee™l began™ a score of shells have dolloped into the vicinity. TheTr
threaten, 3¢/ life, for T-hich | have a high regard, taut not tho things that give®
iily lire sustenance. Now | feel that these things, are threatened ann T do not
know inhere to go to find a clean picture of ny country, it is not the natter
ol Groat Meadows alone. Lord knoxvs, that, is only the latest and one of the
least striking of the items on a long list. Somev/hera in tho confusion is
the central matter of vihat is true and what is not true about our national

This is a very personal ms-tter, like love or good boer or dying, and
should lijce. .someor*e:to give .me an answer.H .

. Thore are indeed crosses mth Japanese names in the "bitter lItalian .-
hills dozens upon dozens of them. Some of., thom mark the graves of boys,
wnoso”parents” are living today in VIRA relocation centers. « 3t recently
memonai. services have been held at two of these conters for the boys ?;ho

have n the Italian front. And in the months that lie ahead™ | am sure
that the relocation centers, like all American coraniuni.tios, mil find their
honor rol*s and their lists of Gold Star mothers steadily increasing.”.



Today there ar<? vjell over 10,000 American men of Japanese descerlt in
the uniform of the Army of the United States. Many hundreds of them are boys
who were evacuated with their* families from the Vlest"Co"ast two yeafs agQ .and
whQ have lived in ViRA centers. Others come from th Hawaiian Islands and
from-various points on the mainland ¢4 the United Status* They are serving
not only on the ltalian front against the Nazis, but in Burma) China, and the
far Pacific Islands against the fanatical hordes from the main Japanese
islands. One of the Caucasian soldiers with Morrillrs Marauders In the Chin™~
Burma- India theater recently pai.d,high_tribute to the Japanese American boys
fighting with that redoubtable organization. "Every Marauder,he virote,
"knows these boys by name even if they donll limij ours-—this is due to the
courage and bravery shovn by them* .One .of our jxlatoons owe their ives to
eSergeant Hank G. vho translated Jap orders.,.foolishly yelled to the effect
triat they vere attempting a flanking niovoraQnie Harxk-—he call-him.Horizontal
Hank because he»s been pinned down so many tines by Jap Machine gun fire---
guided the machine gun fire? on our side i-vhich killed every Jap on that side.
The boys v/ho fought alongside of Hank agree that thuy have never seen a more
calm, coo , and collected man under fire— “hc was alvjays so eager to be where
he could be of the most uso and offcctiveness end that was most always the
hot spot., ./aid yet vhilc the other boys boast of th6é number of Japs they got
he doesn*t talk very much about the three he has to his account. He usually
.changes the subject by saying, “Honorabla ancestors much regret mseting
Merrillls Marauders*1 1 hopu | havonH given the Impressibn that I'm trying
to glorify him. Many of the boys and rays€ilf especial ™ never knew a
Japanese American or mimi# one was like— -now we toow and the Marauders wa.nt
you to know that thoy are backing the Nisei 100 percent. It makes the boys
and myself raging mad to read about movements.against Japanese America.ns by
those "F~rs b<ack home, Vfe yjould dare them to say things like they ha.vo in
front of us*ll This boy r-id the other men of Merrillls Marauders, quite-
obvious!”7, do not have the difficulty cxporicnced by so many of our Home Front
Commandos in distinguishing between the Japanese en"eray and 10ycj Americans of
Japanese descent*

Recently w:s pleased to learn that a Japanese Anuirican soldier Kho
formerly lived at the Hanzanar Relocation Center has become a member of the
Veterejis of foreign Wars, This man is Sergeant Kai"l G, Yoneda, v?ho is now
fighting in Burma and who in 1936 was on the picked line ?vhcn longshoremen and.
Chinese picketed shipments of scrap and oil to Japan. Men who knew and worked
vdth him have described hi.m ijn these ".words, and I quote, as ”& long time
fighter against Japanese imperialisiti and fascism of any kind.," To my vmy of
thinking, that makes Sergoant Yoneda more i-mierican by far than the people who
shipped that scrap and oil to Japan,

If bigots had reasoning processes. one could easily prove to thera that
their proposals to exclude the eva™cuecs from the VJest Coast permpjiently are- not
really based on suspicions £ disloyalty, but solely on racial prejudices.

You could s.tart by asking wheth r. the .Japanese Amerdc,ms fighting in Italy or
the Pacific are disloyal” and I"hethcr the families of these boys, including
families vho have recuived ~killed, in etctionll telegmi.is, arc disloyal. It
would be a cold-blooded bigot indood ~h would dare to make such a charge*

And if they are not disloyal, as you and. 1 certciinl®. knovi.-they fire. not, then
these servicemen ana.their families should iiave. thp right to return to thf West
Coast vihenevGT the blanket military prohibition against return of evacuees is



lifted* Ones the bigot™ admits* he hates tp, ha has”".ad-

mitted -a large s"cale exosptlbn®to*® cru”e a #ia

a Dead -Jap,u He eithsr "ixst adrnit.tk” /loyalty *f, ths, real .

yardstick, or he must- “etrpat tb hls p>sy”p” .
eSomatimes L b elief thag if rkbe-baitiixg extr.emi.s"s’/"in California were

able to override, r3sid”” 7, ihX's atanQ N thsh B *|e

question of the "avacusas, ths ,logical, out”bma v/oul*d <bs"som"e idnd"of -s3 37i on,

from jfda Union. Montally, this Has 1"/cedod from tha re&t of .the nation

by praaching unAuierican*m~hdds .of haridit.ilg*tji*a Japansss in th3.s country, both
citizens and .law-abiding "aliens.#™ .Srewspap”srs” tHrowghout(the country,, including
some on the Y/ast Coast, <have diff&rad with thas"e a"dvocatas"of socond class citi-
zenship, or. harsher traatmeilt, for leans of .Japanese doscap.t, | would like
to c—i‘ soma, roeojnt .ox_ai[iples- - _-" - - ~ .

The™ N377 Yoric TB eS:daolarad: -

E °

: et R R "m... - . VoL .-

are :  Masaki Fujikawa Shirioi iLiio M 9 A s C
Gt<x 3t Kazutomi Kagaji, ...KanjiKato,. Tsugiyasu -T.omas/ all kiUad.in Action against
etheir coun ry”s Amaric iis of J anssa d3SC32iX hava fought jor oyy

in "bho Pacific- cind in Tanuwiir ."taking risks, "booausa. o« wlitir. ree®., oy”t 5lld
beyond *bhoso agsuniad bv.whito soldiorseeth3%i*5rs from. ochjr Ani3nco.n soldiors
irecaivad in this offlca have proclaimad tha loyalty and/davotion oiVuhasa mont

w . " eom - e, *. .. \

- o T T omrv _? )
rvha*b *bhis proves, is a-facis- .onQ uro.g.iiig for Japs”noso-i*io™ich lor "bho
couti“bry of v/hiclr *bhjy oo ciisizMis and for 11310P" sPYW anp9.d# ..ihcr5 .is*
ixothiyig in ths Japanosa blood, or.,in any racial biood, that xaakos iadn ig.n A
and lirutisik. Educciision cind 3xiviromi.3llx turn 4ho scalps- Oiu y/ly or svhDJ-0.0¥\V\ye,

A wiaoiy*” Japan and Germany has gono "to vtaate ancl~

Unciar docent “ovornsionts, *in a.iCloc’jn"b sooioty”™. in a dooantly .orgaii].?j2diWw ~
i“hof.Q miiiggafisrations raay "o Th™ -war ias.t ,bowon b~

but, tha”oac” vitlljbe. kovt only* by .3ducatio”.n - ni

o I-
Tho San Francisco CHROi-i1TCLE said:

= nTh vAmy has awarded .BronzO Star "raodals “for.meritorious action il-?SNipan

to ftur California boys*; oiialyig fr m-_Jiarys® "6toc3ffepn,. San s
Th"-SQ/vouaig raan. showsd "thoir, Nn3r,ican T Ilgh"fcingespi|ri*fc by yolunt-oari.”g "o
t hsm, in.tha .r 1io0A 0. cul :
Nakanishi®,". Katsui "and"$akdm ”> - :
. T I - é ¥
Tha Washing on: POST s a i d : ; ; . e

..o : "1 M ' m

nIf h3.exclusion /"*from the Wen -C6tst /is tasdd. op nothing moro than
racial hostility then it raises tix ugly thrpot to thD*T~i(“in*ntal pyincipljs gf

American lifa. _Atb”ars, as Hr,” Justdoe i“urpHy poin” 3InQfihorf- £ri hXs m
opinion on tho curfov®.c™o, »a ,m: lancholy "eGembla-nca "o

mombors .£ tho J”ish "raco. in ~GD"rmany-"and othor part~ of-E Xf/ths -
frosdQHi of ci'bizotl"s can be. rostTicu”cl -be"oauso tiioir. nams, ths?i

nono of us can claira rar3 .than .a-t'ciftodrary and i H*"ry /lwid.upon fronddri.l

An oditorial in the. 8anta. Aim (Culi”rhiu)"® "RJL"GISTKR stated; *
L d : om/ . . / O t,A : " L ' 1 ’ o m
"Real democracy* Christianitv and /unsricanisrA , Hat._:Q pi mus live



dangerous lifat .Tho“* rasl: have faith in othor paopl” arid bo willing to take
riskst Wo should hava boon vailing to tako *6he risk that posrjibly a Japanosa
might hava causod a disturbanco*

But sincp y/3 havo made a f;cTious mis ako, tho soonsr corrjc it ho
bottor# lhoro is no axcus™ *Whvat™or now for koopinf* tho Japanese in datention
camps#. Thoy ar®, ontitlod to the same protootion by the p;ovarnmont as ovary othar
citizen, no mati3 r what rac™ or colorfw

Tho San Francisco NEWS said 3di"fcoriallyt in coiratnting; on a tost case

Thj boliovas tho orderly prgeoduro of Kcourt trial is a far bettor
way to tost thtquos 1ion of r uming 1ioyal Japcmos.3 to tho C s han is tho
ac ion of organiza ions liko t nriQcui Legion end th ifetin Sons/":.

Tha Charlotte North Carolina NEWS d~clarod:

It vas last spring that-a young Uarir” a Cruadal canal \-jtoran, roturnad
to this country™ and found vicious discrimircit-io® against Am iX"icans of Japansce
ancestry”in California — and in a rLationally-ciroulatcd 1;tt r accused the
California Department of tha /toorioan Legion of actually sponcoring tho raovonent*

"Ws rejoice in the imcroacingly distinguished battla records of thoso
troops, and considarethoir 4sodS undor firo Guffici”™nt cuaoivor to irrcsponsibla
critics and icTlo talk o tho prejudioad. Response in battle, aftor all, is tho
final avi.dancs, and adegiiat® tostlmonj- to tho loyalt”r of tkeso mon to tho Amori-
oan idaal— ragardlDss of thoir stakes in this country*s f*uturo.n

John W, Vandorcook, nationally known NBC commentator,® in a roesnt broado-ast
Hgigg?g_ ou how th3 racist giw Tokyo a urdtion ior propagandizing the Oriw -«

, cyclingly bad Ainaricana hav:- driven harmloas, pPT7.3rican-born Japanese
laborars from their coinmunitios, simply beoauso thjy b a ngod to another rgoo.
In short, wa havo persistentlymprovided tho Jap propagandists with dsadly ammuni-
tion, Ws havs not thought how that a”~unition can b™ and is boing turned against
us, and hov/ just as surely as thj aun risas, it is oosting N&ican liv™s, To
hata ono an”™my more than tho otru-r largely bocauso one belongs to a differ out
race of humun-kind, is to loso, >t p | a'sly, oiis5ls own moral position...Thinking
that is far mors appropriate on tho Axis sido of"tho lino thai> it is on Urs(
f Jftter of tha V3ry hiS~st priority, as:.w are approaching-far groat:
battioy mta tho Japs than tho ona which- took place on Saipan. It bcicom s, thoro-
.toro, a mattar of tha vary highest priority for uc to doviss um\o moana aa wo have
in £.uropo, of raachine tha minds of ths Jap amjr in such & my-as to convincs thon
that we arejfhat tiio” ovorvvh“Iming majority of ug really aro - dcoont and honour- mm
ed) 3 nipiicui boiugs Yoii "to our oncinios ¢ee

Mt vandorcopk said further in his broadcast

fOut b st propaganda v™apon againct tha Japs would bo :itho trutliful report

of how tho Japansso-Maricans in tha Hav/aiian islands in wartimQO still go on liv
ing loyal~tranquil usoiul livoa. It would ba a still bettor v/oapon - | vonture
wag”r it would, avw many, many iimoriccai -- if vlio could honostly rapor*b

to Japan tha thG loyal Japanese oi is who ar3 still hold in relocation ccarros



on he United S .at)s mainlajid, wars b now 13 rD OUrnod to 110ir cairmiunitios as
norraal citizens, and that thoir v/hita naighbors, wars rocliving thom with the
ordinary daesney v/llich ovary  oriccin .of "any raca should accord to any follow
/misrican of ov3ry othor racoeu

H. V. Kaltenborn, notoa radio commsrrfccitorin a.lo tGr to. the Rov. Allen Hoist
and his church, hg First Mothodist church of Santa Ma.ria, wrot3 thosO wotds:

"It is hs.people of California who unhappily aro primarily rosponsiblo
foi* thj unfo.ir reatraont thci 1ms an accorded, to Amsrican c.i 123ns whoso, only
criins is that thoy w”ro born of Japanosa parants,* | ajn every happy 0 ikgoiv hat

parmittad, mako it plain that oy cmd 1Lrgo. ho country is hostile tovfard the
minori y of extrcnists who 5aok to kv) p tha homo firas of ha rod burning against
tho Japanaso i\marica.ns# When oonfrontad with such donee herb thov ar3 ermin’”
ori y, thoso race-baitors iibol raany thousands of decont Alitorleans on the Yifes
Cocst by oraploying thsir hrocidocirD hosis that, nWp rosidsnts X the WnRtl.Gn./t
understand tho Japanss3 problem, and h3 rost of tho country does not,".

Thoss ..on thiv Pacific, ooast; who.. ava Lt "vishid. to lo thedr s.ilGnc3 pla c@
hem in"the company of tho rc.cists, havo cim-llonpod th.a ri 1] of ho ex romist
group to spoak for anyono but other racistse With ovory such challongo, tha
spirit of docont tolorcmco grov/s strongor. It is sxtramoly ancouraging to note
that iv3ry timo tho extremists sook to run riot, public opinion counterpunchag

rocks,thorn back on e 2h Grb K iricidon which 1 mofttiorispd
earlior, was a notciblo example. Editorials and soldiar lot.tors condomnod tho
antiro, oocurr5lico. LIFE magazine roportsd this outragsous happoning and ono
result was that many fairmind~d parsons from all-eve t;h3. courrbry irro 3 0 Gkaorge
Yaiimoto-, ona of th-3 fivo farmer ovacuaos, urging him no to loss, hoart, Sorao
onclosod money, which-he turned over to the Aifurican Rad Cross. .Now those ovacr
urss are vforking-¥\rithin 50 mil~s of Groat Moadows. Thpy are well likad. arid havs
boon able to perform useful work in farming without intori*,or3ncd from anyono.

It is also obvious that tho raco baitors do not as thsy claim, "undprstemdl
tho probldll of Americans of Japanoso ancestry. If thoy did they would novsr pro-
poso to bzar h irom. he Ccoiiomic life of hci.Jfost; Goas , .or .3xcludc.t;hGin/
ontirsly from thoso stcybas, or avon to ship thorn back to Japan. Theirs is thj
oounsalpeople who foar tho future, who proach d38f*atism, T/ho say that v3 c”n
only plan for hard tira®s ahoad. and too t'Y{ jobs and opportunities to ba divided
among tha Anglo-Saxons, lot alonj tno Japan; so,. It is I; good .thing that most r
pooplo disagroo xvith thorn and aro dotOrriinod that. shall havo jobs and oppor-
tunities for all, ragardlosG of raoo, crood or colore

Tho most tangible ovidanca of v/idesproad public aocoptaiiGo of tho Japanosc
Atnarxcans in most Amarican communitios is =tho pracross mada in relocating moro thi

30,0 ovacu.33%. who. have loft th 3 relocation coirtors on indofinit —Gn the
avjrtaga, 425"persons a waok bid-goodby to tho roGtrictad lifo of thp contors and

ap up new jobs and now li.v s on tIK; oirtsido. .131.Detroit .m
laoin®s and Savamiah, Georgia, in lladison, V®*/iscon in, and Ko.nsas City”" ,in ths big

cities, cho small "tov/ns, and icintiing c.rocis, Japaruso and Japansss Am "rico.ris hav-s
gono to Yfork* n ho. ovawhdjiiing rity of ccusas thoy b vo found homsslms
wslcomad by the men cuid woman working with then and by thoir neighbors. You will



find tho .evacuees wiorshipping in tha churches, thair children studying and play-
ing with othor iimorican children in tha chools* T:ss transplantod pooplo on-
gago m ooiranunity cictivitios, buy Xiav bonds, thoir sons loavo for tho Army,®
carry on thoir var jobs. Thoy bacomo part of tho normal .Amorican v/ay of lifo
onea inor J-

Many of thoso .ovacuaos, and somo of thoso ivho mil follow thorn from tho
con ers in h3 Mhths to come, will nevQr rotuni to tho West Coast, Tliay will
sat 1~ dovra in cor—miities now to ho Issoi arid Nisoi and thore malco their c<M~
tribution to Amarican agriculture and industry. Their contribution mil bj wcl-
comod for among most itoioricans th.iro is no real feai® of tho Japanoso coirjnunity
in his country, and. by that *cki;. thoro io ik. hatrod of i e Evacueos '"who have
roloca*bjd have boon D.ccop™tsd and have con"fcinudd "bho oduccii»ion in Auiorican living
tha .h Wost Coas 3vacua ion intorrupted and life in tha roloc vbion aittors
r3iardd.* For maka no mistake about in tho livM do not daludo oursolvos®™ that
we.ca.n do Very eh to mke rcsid es of th3 rdocation cen'ti)rs p art of tho".nation-
al American community. Th"at is ths job. you can do bost, whon ths military pro-
hibition cigainst; "bhoir roturn in lif*bed cuid soirio. pi* “th ss pooplo grciducilly roturn
to Ij.wo and work with you* You mus vraci: : tho .proper s.a3ial oliiitrt) for grow-
ing Amoricans*

For bocoming an ibnsrican is a growing process. It takas patience, wis-

doin and olorajic o "bscomo ait Am3leiccui in th:: full sgusg' of i.ho word* A iiiaii
acts With goodwill wmfooo.rd hie noighbors, isuskos sacrificss for his qountry, does

the things thos ha bolievos holp irwdj cle ds arid groups to

and make this a strong nation* Hg dijs <t the Biblical wmfchrocscoro y*cirs and toji,

still busy bocoming a batter American. Doos his son inherit all that through the
Q-ccidSHt; of birisri? Not at axl« Tho son is only a pcbcntial Arfl.crican and ho hc.s

to stiart; all ovor fo do whai; his fo."ohor did, FiG.ybs 17%siiisa’r,” foro lia.can lav claim
to hs.sans proud titlo of AuuBriccu.;u

Ihis coneaption is divsturbing to tha racists. It maans that in tho struggle
to bacoma a good citizon ths child born of an old Kaw England family, and tha Nisei
yoimgstar born in a relocation center, start out ovon. The New England child nay
gat lat r advaxitagos, out at tha outsat they both have tho same notion of .An“rican-
ism—e“&c*fc.ly none a all* It is a cr3ad thoy I”arn by pito.0'bicG ill action” *

I hi]ik you aiid 1 caid almost svoryone want bo h thoso youngs ors o have
tho scuaa chcmco to gr W into dofstidors of this land. If wo> jlooato. tho ovaouoas
successfully, with tho help of hundreds of ooj.miuriitios throughout tha country, I

6@ri ciin td"fc "™'this wevr-borji problom can b soly.od iit ci”B/"™jrQcijory
and in compXota accord ewith out _domocrcvbic proespts* -Tho people f Japanoso dos-
C3n can start onco more to dovolop and mature 1\ a tr"~.ly iifTuorican envirgrinaent.
And bhe Na ion as a wholo caii ako pridG in = _ face that, despi o he physic
upheavals and. "bha dmo"bional strains of global weir, havo not lost out national
consci,anco* Dospito all the clojaoi- of "bho raco-bai*bDrG o.nd &hoir tav/dry appeals
to foar”and hatred, tho fundamjntal djconc”/ that cliurc.otprison tho graat Majority
x Arnoricans is still Very much aliv™ 1t will,1 eja confidon"t, assert itsalf mth
increasing forco and offectivansss in tho days that Il ahoacH m



Depa.rtiF3nt of the Interior

War Relocation Authority

i|-6l Market "Street

San Francisco- 5" California. -

ADEKESS BY ROEEET"B. COZZ"NS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOE, NRA
:SOUTHERN CALIFOENTA-AEIZONA METHODIST COKJEKENOE
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, PASAEEN® e e _ 0 p.m. June 26,19

Members of the Conference, Ladies and Gentlemen:

The sulDject mtter selected for me to discuss here this after-
noon is protalDly the most important huma.n problem faced "ty the
American people since the abolition of slavery.

en”en will the Js.pa.nese-American evacuees return to the West
Coa.st?" is the siibject .

t iIs assumed that as assistant director of the War Relocation
Authority  should ha/ve the answer.

. "begin with 1 want to settle a natter of Jurisdiction that
is not clearly understood. The powers of the War Relocation Authority
are defined up to a point where they might invade the- duties and re-
sponsITDilities of the military. The military is in charge of our
security and in times of var this has to 'be recognized. It must 'te
recognized that ten WMill'on America.ns have gone forth from their-
firesides and coinforts to fight a.nd die for those of us who yema:in
"behind. The yardstick of peacetime can not be used for measuring
American rights in va.r time.

From rea.ding some of the antagonistic press one might easily
assume that WA can at its own whim permit the return of the evacuees.
But the return of the evacuees to the West Coast is not a VRA res-
-ponsibility at this time,

To "begin with, a Presidential Executive Order gave the Western
Defense Command the righ*t to determine what it considered the "best
eprogra.m for the safety and security of the West Coast.

The Western Defense Coinland decided -- after ve had iDeen at war
with Japan for four months -- that the presence of 112,000 Japa.neae-
Americans and Japanese aliens vas a hazard to West Coast security.

It vaa said at the time that the evacuation of the Ja.panese-
Americana and Japanese aliens would protect theae people from any
evil effects of war hysteria.

The Western Defense Co nand under L"te General John L. DeWitt;
ordered the evacuation, set up centers in this State and moved the
112,000 into these centers. From the first campa they were moved to
Relocation Centers --10 in all at the time -- and then the civilian
authority -- the War Eelocation Authority --was placed in charge of
them.

The movement of these people from the West Coast was -- and is-



a military responsibility. Tho Military, by Froplaination, established
an area ex ending dcmn the Wes Coas and. including all of California

as well as part of Arizona. These people, citizens and aliens alike,
were excluded from tius area. And that military, exclusion still exists,
except vihere the Military decides in individual cases that some may
return* No Japanese-American is permitted to return to this area ex-
cept mth full military approval. The military zones still stand as
ordorsd. s.nd wh@ll tlisy will"b© rsscindQd., wg do not icnow e

There have been a number of persons permitted, by the Military”~to

return. Now and therx some persons in our Relocation Centers are given
such mili ary clearance and you can be assured ha whon ~hey are

given this clearance, the Army has full confidence xn their loyalty.

During the ?ast week a Japanese-American, his wife and two chil-,.
dren iwere "taken from&Reloca ipu Cerrber "by th© Mili ary and retiu n d o

a West Coast metropolis. This man and his family vi 11 resume their
normal rights as citizons. This roan has been assigned by our Govern-
mont to a strategical mr agency. .The v/ork~this Japanese-Araencan will
do will probably hasten the end. of the "war in the Pacific*

A fCT7 months ago, the Yar Department gave”clearance to 33 women
and 12 children to be returned to their homes in the ila”“nan Islands.
These women are for the most part mves of Japanese-Americans #io are
in our armed forces. Their husbands are fighting now on the Italian
peninsula.

It must be remembered that of tho 112,000 -who wgtq ovacuated that
74,000 are Americans of Japanese ancestry and 48,000 aro aliens inoli-
giblo o citizenship*

Out of that 112,000 original population, 24,000 have becn”relocated
in other sections of the United States. We still have 88,000 m our
oenterse

Yol question and your interest is centered in the return of these
pe T)6 to their civil and property and human rights#

The answer must be supplied the Military* If and when the

Western Defense Command determines that the military necessity no
10nger oxis s on the West Coas  "bh Arirr/ m il probably hanfG i s pro-

clamation of wo years ago.

If and T/heii iG.Amy doos change i s proclama ion, it "will ho...
part of our job as tho TRA to sustain its decision.

In tho moan iiriG, i 1is tho r.osp nsibili y of tho War Relocation
Authority to do just what tho name implies — relocate those people

in civil and econtmic life in those areas not covered, by the military
proclamation.

You may read .in some of he press has some organiza ions are op-
posed to the return of ANY Japanese-Amerioans to the ffest Coast. There
are various schools of thought under t'“e exclusion banner. Some few
have gone so far as to suggest that they be kept in the Rslocation



Centers indefinitely. Some others that all persons of Japanese
ancostry 'te re urn d o Japan as soon as he mmar is over.

Others demand that disloyo.l Japanese-Americans ond Japanese
aliens be put in cargo vessels — they do not say passenger, liners —
and be sent post-haste to the land, of their ancestors. ,Still others
Min; a recheok on "the loyalty of 0.11 these-people- m. the basis that:
hey are guil y of disloyal y .until proven innocent -- an inversion

of ctn age-old civil tind American right.

sub here are s il1 hose 7iho csIG opposed o JcipcuiesQ-"mGriccuis
who recognize hom a legal process has o 'te P0110"wed* Every school-
boy knows, or should know, hat the Four een h Amendmen of our

Constitution has not been challenged up to this time*

To refresh your memory cuid possibly bring it to the attention of
some of the race baiters on he outside, | quote he Fourteenth

Amendment:

nAll persons born cr iiat;urtxlized in the United States, and sub-
ject to the iurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States”
and ho S a e iwheroin they reside,

’fb S ato shall ncike or enforce ary law which shall abridge th *
mprivileges or immuni i,cs o cimizons of tihe Uni ed S 8eesj: 101* shall

any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property mthout
due process of law, nor deny 'to s.ny person V/i“thin its jurisdiction
he equal protection of he laws

Those words are plain enough* That first Par82_ra.ph of the Four—
eerrfch Amendmen imposes a responsit.ili y fi all ci izens* We have a

stewardship for which one day we must account both to God and man,

23hen the hour of our du y arrives, rmst fee roady to face it.
In he mean ime Twe mus prepare for ite

I UMS say here hci i would be a mistake for these people. o
rush =bexek 0 "the Wos CocisfC when “bhe wilitciry rostrictions CIG finally

lifted. Tho movomont back mwvt- be orderly — just as orderly as was.
the ewcicucx fon*

lie must picture to ourselves the economic and social state that
will exist on this coas , wb i the emergency is lifted. mil the

industrial West find itself"with a problem of unemplo”mient due to

cancellod war cont-racts? “Till there be order or chaos? Ifiil wg find
hose among us who "will seek pi hoso Gvacdees "who "\Wdsh "o re Urn

against the unomployod caucasian ald thus arouse further racial anta-
gonism?

Only "oy orderly re urn can he civilia.n .economy no b0 dis urbQd,

and standards of wages and living not endangered. We can"t flood a
crowded, housing boogg suid & crowded uiiQinployiTien™d aroo. writihou™ bringing
about further evilse

We cannot @ his ime.visualize all he elemenes involved in
his gigantic reloca ion problem*



There ."wiir no be .as many re umirig. as iAére her.e, before... he mor*
Added o he 24,000.who have been relocated from he .ccJi ers .to other,
sec ions of the coun r*ty are about 7,000 vh.o voXianta.riXy moved.® out of

his area prior to. he evacua i1 .norder*/ Tha "makes 1...over 30,00Q =
«who have rese led in other sec ions*

All .do not plan to return to California. .Nearly 12,000 more are
in he services of our Army. ..Beforethe/WEir is over it is possible
ha more han 20,000 Japaneso American6 .will be iri uniform, according

0 preson cs imates*

Many of he e veterans — as hey. 7J1l be limly no .return o
his S ame — many will no re urn _ofuly o her..-State*.

I would like o say here hat here is some common ground on
ewhich -we are jnet by hose fifo oppose’ he re urn of he Japanese-Americais
Recen ly a  he Qlnonwealth_Club in San “FrfiQicisco, Se h Milling 6n,
pas co_ander of he S ame Araericon Legion tnd past PresidLerrb .of he
NG ive Sons, said ha men like Sergeant Ben Kuroki, who had flown, in
30 edr missions, over Europe, including he "bombing cf. he Ploes 1 oil
fields of Rimumia,- could live next door to him the rest of their lives*
Sergeant Ben Kuroki, vhc won the Distinguished Flying Cross for his con-
tribution as an aerial gunner, will be nmltiplied 'ty many housands by
he time his war is overe |1 assume ha Mr* Milling on, wio saia he
was —sp\GC-kirLg.for .t o Logion and ho Na ivo Sons, would also permi Ben
Kuroki % -fomller and mother, "brothers and sis ers, and -- v/hon he has
them -- wife and children o live next door o hinu .

This is a.logical conclusion hat moans th© .spokGsman for ho
Legion and . he Nsl ivG Sons admits there are'some good Japanose-rAjiierloans
Of course, he v/ill find ha hero vd11l bo many face "bsii ers who fail
to dis inguish be weeri he Japanese onemy and.m he JapanosG-American,
and who will disagree wi h hime A leas some pf hemn have not ye
made mhe concession made by Mre Milling 6ru

In very recen stories from he European ."battlefields corres.pon-
den s h”ve poin ed out ha .the wrecking of. he Ploes 1 oil fields 'ls.
he itiost serious How hi a Hi lerls war machine I cut down o five
or six weeks the available petroleum supply of our enemy . Sergeant Ben
Kuroki ms only one of. many iwho participated in hose raids, but it vms
a con ribution ha WV/ill save i1ts share of American livese In addition
0 receiving . he Dis inguished Flying Cross, Ser oan Kuroki 1so're-
ceived" three oak leaf clusters for his contribution oward vdnning .the
mar,

Othor Japanese-Americans have given heir lives in hpmstalian®
campaign. The Associa Gd Press l.as raon h reported moro han 900 Japa—
neso-American soldiers a Anz"io had recoivod he Purple Hoar -

1,believe. hat when fair-minded 'wed er:ie:r$ ge. he .comple e story
of this., loyal y on. he "ba lefields hose 1 1d.mass, deportation
or mass exclusion will no be considered seriously. The Chicago Sun,
in a recent editorial, declared hat Privo.te First Class Hoshinoex
Omiya, he nisei who "wes blinded in 1 aly:and \vhose. pic ure .was print-
ed in practically everyerev,ispcxper and rifjintigeizirie, in  he..country
should be permitted o appear before he Congrossional commi eemson-



sidoring exclusion lav/s* Said"the Sun

MThe sightless eyes of Hoshinoa Oirilya might help persuade some
thoughtless Congressmen that vindictive legislation against a small
ininori y "vrould 'te unwoie )y of -Ajliericn™"

To return to the post-war or post-emergency problem of evacueess

An investigation made by a San Frc.nciscG Chronicle reporter, I%T.

William Flynn, vho toured the Utah area_and talked with many evacuees,
disclof*s “h? 40 to.5 percen do no Pplan o come "back o

C,oa under any conditions. They hale iound nevr homes, a new social
environmerit;, have settled dowi as accepted menders of mny churches

in the new areas” and are producing for the nation and for their
familiese

Approximately every state in the union has its complement df re-
located JaDaneso-Amerleans and Japanoso aliens. Nearly 6,000 are
resettled in the state of Illinois. Colorado has 2,500. Ohio and
Utah have 1,700 each. More aro relocating daily. Our records

household® and portable goods for these relocatees to other
stated has tripled since the Ffirst of the year. Ono relocation
contor — the Jerone camp at Denson, Arkons . cloges Jun
More than 5,000 residents — half of the original population wi
have moved tc four other centers 7/hose populations have been de-
creased by relocation in other sections of the nation.

This 1is the basic- work of the fRA and despite tho heavy criticism
levelled o.gainst our agency, the work has been carried on successful y
Americc.n citizens cre regaining their civil rights mth very little
friction.

You have read_of instances vjhoro there have_oeon flrroups by
eastel"ncoimTmnitios.Thesoarethcrnroaxccptions— invioTAroftho

23,998 uncontostod relocations to date.

?Jhat Ye have done is shovm in part In a motion picture called
"Challenge o Democracy**, whioh Is our report to the na 1on. .Thi%
film, which is available to aay group with facilities to IL:
on a screen, is a 16 raillimeter sound and color depiction of the.

evacuation, life in the gﬁmps the school and church gork don® at
ne Cen ers, connimnity life, the reloca ton in war indus ry m ny

sections cf the nation as well as the rigid train ng.un er one vy
he Japanese-American Array unit a Camp Shelb' Mississippi. To
hose who are as in eres ed as gre you here, in eloca ion en

and vromen in the normal stream of American life, it has an added
appeal. In this film many evacuees are shovm a their la hes 1In

inks rial war eplants. The film shows dozens of evacuees doing he
job 6f he man behind he man behind he gun, no lone in v/ar equip-

ment production, but also in producing and processing food.

We have had. some cri icism from our own group tha "the film does
noli show the d.rab side of this restricted life*

However, the film does show he. work we have done to Tffse he

adverse conditions that therj people faced. Many came from homes
no-t dissimilar to yours. They found themselves transplanted to bar-



racks# Their children wore takon from.the grammar schools, highsohools
8jid univgi*si ies of our s b g —majiy *wi } scholas ic honors o Joir
credit, with scholarships awaiting "thGin in"advanced institubionse

I am sure that in seeing this picture you vail project yourself
into *fa6ir places snd speculcitie on how you ® uld accept; "this changod
eirvironnieirb* There is no cer aiti 'y han if oan do his o0 he
lecist of our populcxtiion® it mights roffc be done in succossion *® others#
Therein lies our mu ual danger when thewar emergency is over.

ur observers a he cen ers ell us 't he iInos frus ra ed em~
ployees "“we have cite those who each ciyics and American his ory to h
young Amorican—3apongsc in our contjcr classroomse Tho “bocichors explain
the Constitution and when they reach the Fourteenth Amendment, with its
clear™ ringing, statement of equality, they are met mth either smiles
or bewildermen from the children*

This Four een h Amendment is one of the democra ic principles for
which we are fighting — for which 1 fought in the los war# That
principle is that oil men wore created equal.*It doesnft say in the
coiiniiadirien*ts of ~Mdhis country that all \h.i*fee Trin were croa."ted equal
and that after running the ohromatic scale or cultural stage, some
were crea ed wi h fewor rigii s than o hers

_ Any discrimiri8ffci n is "the Hi"tlGrio.n pa."btGm of* Ary3.ii superioriiDy
which 1is being defess ed now by 10,0 ,00 American men ond women in

service. We have learned in recent history that it was a short step
from persecution of he Jews o "the pei sG u <! of Pas or Leinvuller

and the Roman Catholic priests of Germanye The rights of political
beliefs went out even faster. Then the juggernaut; r tno German war
machine began the persecution of its neighboring nations, venose solo
crime wcis ha  Jese neighbors were 10 Gorincuis*

We have beon charged with pampering and coddling hoso in. oyir

centers. Those-vjho are loudest in these charges have never visited
our ccri rs cmd never fol ho opprGssicn one would fool behind

wire fencest

We invi ed kwo.inen "who hcid "been in Scurto T ds prison iri he

Philippines *o visi*t Tulo LcikO S6grGgo.*ti Ji CGUbcre Ecxoh hcid spent

nearly two years in the civilian prisons of the Japanese* Each had
re UTH6(i *o ell of the Tnisery oaid res I1c Jons and y of he

camp in which he had "been helde

Ohg regpo.tirin."fee weis Ro.y Cronin of "the Associrttod Presse Trie oth”r

was Royal Arch Gunnison, sKeq(dicate_and magazine v/ritor* Each v/as bit-
er over he troex iHGh ho d received at he hcinds of* ] Jcipcinese.

Yot Cronin did pay a compliment to he civilian cidminis ration of
ho atirp in ho Philippines in ooirbrcis o tlio JctpanesG Army, juris-
diction# Cronin said after his visit to Tule Lake that h© did not
consider wny pampering or coddling % going on#

1oyal Arch Gunnison af er his visi to Tule Lake declared hath -

there is no suoh thing as pampering or coddling persons who are behind
7dre fencese He s ated further hat t<pse in he Center were leading

a Spartan existencet
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I quote Gunnison:; "Il/That is "being done ehb Tule Lake is what any
civilized corntry should ~ ,1. _He pointed out that where our food
provided-3,000 calorics daily .to-the. cvacuGos, the Japanese camps
provided but 1,000 calorics* = N M T ' ;"

assure you that we “aro-not pampering%or. coddling. Nor. rj yo
striving to imitate the sordid administration that has prevailed in
JaDanls coneori rex ion camps.

Some organizations havo passed ro-solutions asking that tho ad-
ministration of tho Relocation Contors bo turned over to tho Army —
that the}/ bo taken out of tho hends of tho civilian administration
of he WRA. This is a matter for the Coimnandfer-in-Ghief and. the
Congress. o determine*

One -important factor which is ignored "by those who charge pam-
pering and coddling is that 72,000 of these people are American
citizens. They aro American businessmen, farmers and workers, doc-"
tors, dentists, collegians, young inon and TOmoii. There are .tnousands
who r.ro children. 1 ask, what trco.tmcnt would they have us give to
tho. children in"those ccurbors?

We are Americans dealing in a '"war emergency yi h o’r I w
citizens. We are not Japanese-Japanese dealing in bruualitv.

We of"the ?JRA face two extremes of criticism "we are called
either-Jap lovers or Gestapo.

But we have a temp ed to steer a middle course in. view of no
suffering all people must bear in a r

Our program is not the idea of any one iTin, It -is arrived at by
the mpeting<of many minds in the TfIA. The democratic proces-ses. are
pursued to a,final agreement with every element involved being
mevaliicx edf

Our National Director Dillon S~ Myer sits doiwmn with~his staff of
leral authorities, social service advisors, administrative chiefs,
community planners, educational diroctorc, transportation men and *
public relsx ions men.

All ihe nrotleras hat come up in daily life in any mirgini y

exist in our" centers. So all these problems have to be vreighed. by
tho YmA staff in its sc-ssio I might say tho roprosontativos "
fr K the Far West - and | aa a Native Californian - have much to
sav in thoso progrojns, although all the staff combers aro personally
acqtiaintod with all tho contors and all the factors involved.

I have told you of the opposition to the return of the evacuees,
But I can say also thht.we of the mk are not algne in this-work of
relocation. ~Our office, in San Franbisco has e& file.of ho sands of
letters froin/Tnany westerners who recognize the implications of
racial prejudice. There are job o.ffers and” offers 6x dwelling
rlaces for the evacuees when the emergency is lifted. One group,
here in Pasadena recently filed with .tho War Department a list of
over 50 jobs uromisos of housing- f.or 150,



There are mg.nv fino, outstanding individuals among our top ranl.-
ing educators, church and labor groups, businessmen, industrialists,
professional men and editors and journalists of the West Coast #10
have stepped forv'fard in championing those basic human rights. Daily
we are approached by western®s wh™ have personal friendsS araon® thie
evaciiees and who will attsst to their loyalty* Th3y ask that their
Jcipaheso-Americ?3ri friends 'e returned#

In the radio world of coinmentators we have heard many starling
voices raised in protest against those who 1ADuld oxcludo citizens
mbocausG of their ancestry, =

_ Most recently the northern Co-lifornia Uothotiist Conference hoi
in Sacramon o paSsod rcssolArfcions calling for* mmestoroe ion of

rights of those people#

Sinmltaneously the Catholic Bishop of the Pre”no-Lonterey”~Dipcese
told a State council of the Knights of Colimibus that they must flgh -
race prejudice.. He lauded the Christian faith of those”“Manzanar Japa-
nese-Americans who are members of his church, ~The”American”~rmciples
and Fair Play Committoe and other groups are fighting discnmxnatxorx
of every sort. The Commonwealth Club of San Francisco is making an
exhaustive study of this problom and its members arc a.ale to its

hrea to he future*

In an article in a reoent Cosmopolitan magazine, Lloyd C. ¢ uSlas;
explained vty he urote that best of best sellers, The. Robe , \vhich
undoubtedly most; of must have? r cidy#

This storv, vrhich deals vilth the inception of Christianity, V/as
Aspired by question on what had become of the Robe vtorn by Cnns..

nAs- | proceeded v.dth my task,n cays Douglas in tho article, nit
became increasingly more apparent that the First Century vas menace

uch the same prgblems as have set the whgle wor®.a on fi N e
Wy %rew € map dIO %%e ﬂoman E-lre imder q&.? |%)e rm ?%undjha
we had also drawn a map of Hitler*s Europe 1 You coulan t d dge .he
facts that the wrld into ~>hich Jesus came v;as enduring the same
slaveries, brutalities, aggressions that have made our hearts sick m
our o4m time*"

He pointed out that the same problems, the same fears and passion-
ate indignations existed today#

Perhaps that is vrhy MThe Roben has g“one through more than 31 re-
prin ings*

Should you ask one of those vjih object t the return of |
pvcLcueeswh*7theYcio.notincLketh(3SCune "bjectiontothe*bri?g~g »
Italian and German ivar prisoners to work in i:he fields and industries
of the West Coast, they probably would reply that so long as the Army
holds a rifle over these war prisoners there is no objection. They
haven®t yet openly declared that the” -ouid welcome back the evacuee .
American citizens ~ to v~rk in the fields and factories under armed
guard, but the implication is plain.*



Could 1 be possible ha we in California would sane ion the
re urn of persons of Japane . ancestry -- citizens, mind you ~~
to work oil he same plane wi h prisoners of wo.r o mmork under
mi i ary guard?

The picture is cleare The proponents of exclusion view its
Americans of Japanese ances ry iri he same light as they view
prisoners of he ba- lefields*

The Wes Coas has o assume i s responsibili y in a democracy

There seems to 'te no objection of wes ern race bai ers o roloca-
tion of4 he Japanese-Americans in other s a os of our union* They

are perfectly willing to recognize the evacuees* citizenship rights
in other states*

I am no here o decide this for you* | am here present a
side of he picturo of a democracy to v/hich vre all "belong, and in
vAiich xig all have a voicoe You are "the onps decide this issue

Our form of Govornment guarantees your righ ss but 1 demands you
take responsibilities*



Aa Address by Sergeant-Ben Euroki, U*S« toay Air Force
Conaonwealtli Club, San*Francisco, Calif*
February 4,1944

I want to 111 Ut you gentlamen, especifiLlly Mr« Deutscli and Mr* Ward, for
inviting me to speak to you today* This is a great honor, and 1 really ap-
preciate it. | just hope that I won*t disappoiat jou. People vino are gding
to make speeches usually start out by saying that they donH fcnovj how to,
but iii my case it*a really true. A s Idlerts job is to fight, not talk, but
1*11 do the best | can*

Pve spent most of igy life in Eershey, Nebraska, whicli isn’t where they
make Horshey candy bars. Kershey is so small tliat probatly none of you haa
ever hoard of it* Before tho war tlic population was about 500; nfivi | guess
j~fs about 300*

didnU even live in Hershey; my fatliear had a farm a mile north of
town* reusmtsr ‘e fanners used to go to towa every Saturday night and
stand in g a?a on the corners talicine about tiieilr cows and horse *
W*vo lived D fiat farm since 1928, and after | finished high school I
helped my fatlier Fork it until the viar cane along.

The last two years are what really matter, though, and naaybe | can tell
you something about them, even if don*t*1010w imicli about making speeches*
IOiat™'one thing the Ani™* didnft teach me, tliougli it taught me a lot of other
tiiinea, and the Gxperienc© X went through as a result of being in the Axciy
taught me even more.

I learned more about democracy, for one thing, tlian you*11l find in all
the books, because X saxv it in action.  When you live with men under comr
bat conditions for 15 montlis, you begin to understand v&at brotherhood,
equality, tolerance and unselfisiliness really iasan* TheyVre no logger juat
words* i

Under fir©o~ a nan's ancestry, what he did before the war, or even his
present rank, don t matter at all. Y u*re fi Uns aa a Ueaar-tliaWs the

only way a "bcanibej crew can fiEh¢*you,r0 fighting tor 6aclx cthor*s lif© ftnd
for your country, ana whether you realize it at tho time or not, you*re
living and proving democracy.

Something happened on jaiy first mission that might give you an idea of
\ihat | mean# Hie wOro in a f3~k zoas-2thd anti"-(alrcraft was terribly accurat6
-_and we had a flock of fighters attacking use

A shell burst right above the tail, and flak poured down. Our tail
gunner was a young Kkid aoiasd Dawley, from Nevj Jersey* The pioce that got him
was so big it tore a four-inch Ixole through a quarter of an inch of alumi-
num and double-welded 6teel. It caught him just abovo tlxo ear* It wont
through his fur helmet, and in so far we couldn*t even seo it when wg got

to himi

I was firing tho riIs™'t waist gun on our Liberator that day* All of a
sudden | heard him yell over the interphone; NK,mhit in the head, letfs

get the hell out of here!™

We couldn,t leave th© guas until vjefd shaken the Messerschmitts that
were after us*—it v#ould have iDeen suicide”™-*but in a f©vj minutes the tunnel
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gunner and | viere able to get back to the tail.

V& pulled Dawley back into the fuselage, so that we could \J rk on him
and at the sane time watch out for e fighters. Then we took off our fur
jackets and covered him up. It was about 10 below zero and wo were about
freezing to death*

He v;as in terrible shape; can*t..even "bogin to describe tlie look of
pain on his face* He was semi-conscious, but he couldn*t open his mouth to
speak. His lips seemed to be parched, as though he -T/as dying of thirst.1
W couldn*t understand ho\i he y&s still alive*

I called the radio operator, because he”s the one iMio is supposed to
adznlnister*first aid on a Liberator, but instead the co-pilot, a first
Lisutenant, came back* He was £ ing to give Dawley a morpliine injection,
"nut  stopped Mm* They*d taught us in gunnery school not to give morpliine
for head injuries; it might kill the man instantly. The co-pilot had either
forgotten or was so excited h© could thinlc only of stopping the pain;

Any™my, | motioned to iiim—*we couldn't hear each other above the roar
of the motors— 1 pointed to nmy head and shook itl The co-pilot evidently
understood, becaiise he didn*t give Dawley the morphine.

That tail gunner lived, to fly and fight ajgain, and Je last heard
he RBad completed his tour of duty. Whetliei* o* not .was instrumentai in
saving his life by stopping that morphine injection isn*t important--it waa
just that we had to v;orlc together regardless of rank or ancestry.

The*tunnel gunner that helped nme with him was Jevdsh, I*m a Japanese-
American, the bombardier of our crevj was a Germaiij the left waist gunner was
an Xrishmii* Later | flew an American Indian pilot and a Polish, tunnel
guimer* ISfeat difference did it iaake? We had a job to do, and ne did it
with a "kind of comradeship that was the finest thing ia the vjopld#

That-first mission was over Bizerte; it was the 13th of Deceiabor,1942.,
and Mffd just arrivod in French North Africa from England two days before.
When | say Mven I*in talking about 'Hie outfit X was serving with; it was Brig*
Gen* Ted Tiiaberlalje»s Liberator bomber group, wliicli everjbody over there
called wred*s Traveling Circus** because it got around so much tack and forth
TDetween Sn™Mand and Africa* in fact, it go% around so imicli it kept German
military intelligence guessing, trying to figure out where it was from vieek
to week*

It was a ftmny L1111©&~ ¥ just been assigned to a crew the day before
we left England, although tlie group had. been based there for dbout four
months* I*d f;Uiished gunnery school more than a nirtli "before, and ever since
I*d been trying to gel assigned to a crew* It wasn*t easy; talk to the
pilot TjMNeiiever 1 knew the e was going 'tb be an opening in a crew, and each
pilot would assign ne teniporarily and then replace ne when the time came for
penmn3llL as igmnente

| @ well 1ugh how tim feU | ait they I wa# as good as
any man they did assign, but still they were uneasy. But | wanted to get
Into combat more than anything in the world, so | kept after it.
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In fact, it had been one contimial struggle from the beginning of my
Anny career, and I felt that | had done pretty well to get overseas and to

gunnery school.

Two dayS after Bsarl Harbor, my ¥ 161 Fred and drove 150 miles "to
Grand IsOLand, Nebraska, to enlist in *the Array Air Forces We were held up
for nearly a 20nth because of all the confusion and misunderstanding in
Army camps at thai; time. Eor the first time in our lives we found out what
prejudice was*

began to Trealize rigtrb tlieii that I liad a coupl© of strikes on me to

begin with, and that | was going to te fighting two battles instead of on©—
against the Axis and agaiiist intolerance among my fellow-Americans”®

Finally, after two more trips to Grand Island and three telephone calls,
Fred and were accepted-at tHe recruiting station at North Platte, and sent

to Sheppard S'ield, Texn3, for basic training.

Tlisre so much prejudice among ttLe recruits there;111 1: I wondered
if it would be liks that; i would ever be able to overcome
Even now would ratlxer go tliroush my "boiiibing misHsions again "tlagii face that

kind cf prejudice.

IHy 3d.d brother Frsd could liardlj® stand it. He*d com© back to the bar-
racks at night and jury his ii«ad in i.is piXlcJW and actually cry* We were
not only awfiy x"oir. for thQ first tinifij bu*tbecQ.us6é of tliis discrimina-
tion, W& were the loneliest two soldiers in the Armye

ter basic | was sent to .clerical*school at Fort Logan, Colorado,and
then to Barksdale JTiald near StireveportLouisiana, for permanent assign-
nient6 Of the 40 clerks sent to Barksdale, | was the last on© assigned* |
s-ooirt about a MWth. a.t Barksdale, most of it on K.P. X u*ve all heard the
Aif?forces motto, uKaep *EmFlying. ¢ Well, my motto was titKeap fEta Peelingil
they called me wKeep *211 Peeling”™ KuroldL in those days.

TiQ mostdiscouraging thing about "that v*astli© fact that X liad no
assurance ever would e assigned* Abouttlie only, thing that kept me

going were *biie wonderful letters of encouxagemenl: received from home* W

sister would write m© that | had to realize that Americans were shocked lay

Ffearl Harbor, apd that many of them v?ore unable to distlnguifiii b#t¥»oii.

ese m itoericans of Japanese descent* | still was without a friend in the
my, “though, and tlialj made it "bad®* There was only one boy who was kind to

me at all* Ji© used to ge*t xay mail for me whon was anicouldn’t

get aye
I vjas finally assignod to a squadron in General Tiniberlals:e, s bombar
group; which hAd boon formed at Barksdale and was ready to move to Fort*

ivtrors, Florida, for final training* A fow days before wo x?erc to loaYQ,
the coramanding officer of my squadron called me in and told me I \7asn*t

going; and that | was to be transferred to another outfit. .
That Tias about the worst ne\is I had ever heard. 1 asked Mm why, an4 .-
he said that he had notHing to do vdtii it. He started asld.1l15 yesti<ms*

theu-«-li vi I Xiksd the Army, and so forth# X toid liim pretty bluntly about



the prejudice | was encountering> and that | didnft even go into town because

I couldnU eAjoy a cdnute of it wheix did. He seemed sympathetic enough,
but he said here was notliing lie could to stop my being *
But, words st have had son® ef ect, because the*day before the

group left, he called me back and told NME to pack njy bags T that X was going
with them.

A* Fort L/ferers did clerical worlrfor about three months* I gradually
began to vdii over some of the soldiers, and. the boy who usod to get my mail
for me at Barksdale became a good friend of mine* We were in a truck acci-
dent on©® day, and | xvas able to help him, After that we were inseparable.

Ifjhen the group had finished training and wee ready to go overseas, |
was given orders, as had been at Barksdale, transferring me out of my
sq-uadx®ona This WaS even Vi/orse than tlie time at Barksdale, because .1 really
ewanted to go overseas and. had been coutiting on it for tliree montlis.

General Tircborlaloe--he was then a colonel- v*as already up north with
tiie air echelon of the gx*oup, s® I couldn*t sOe him* I went to seethe
squadron adjutant ar,d tagged him, vjixh te”rs streaming dov/n my*"face, to
etake me along9 Ha tard tiiore was nothing lie could do about it, that it

wasn*t because T YjCS Japanese descent. But he did agree to talk it over
vdth the group adjutant, and in about an liour tie caioe back with the good
news tliat 1 ferouid reiaain with the outfite yas about the happiest guy in

tlie world just then.

V\éshipped north right after that and sailed from New York on the last

day of August 194a, Oars was tlie first Liberator group sent the European
theater. A3 soon as M€ had our base'set up in England, 1 applied for com- .
bat. duty* 1 had to beg for that ”“oo, but at least | was sent to gunnery
school* t

It vjasn"t much schooling- about a .week™ X guoas— a lot different from

tlae way it is now, wlien every 6i*x member goes to school for months in this
country . really leariied to shoot the hArd way, in combat™

a result of the recoinmfeiidations of the armament officer, 1| was ac-
cepted on Major J. B* Eptifig*s crew as an auxiliary member; we were to go
out on a raid the next day, but it —T& cancelled because of the weather#
About a vjeek later | was permanently assigned to his crew. The next day we
fle?ii to Africa and my tour of duty began# Once again I*d received a break
just in the nick of time*

m e Viexe glad to get away from the coldf fog, rain and mud of
Boy, Africa seemed 1ikO heaven for the firsVtvjo days. It was dry and warn
and tli0 sun v/as shining. It was interesting, too, at first, I met my first
live Arab.* The Arabs used to come out to the base peddling tangerines and
oranges and eggs, foods wO S0011 for HOirfclis in Eto”Xé&nde remsiiibo!™ in
ljondon 1?hey "were asldLng 18 shillings-**about ~3#50- for a pound of grapes;
one of our boys even asked the vendor if they had golden seeds in them.

One of our gunners made a deal with an Arab- filthy barefoot old man
dressed in something ttiat 100lced likef grandma* s nightgowxi* The gunner told
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him he would trade the plane for six eggs delivered every day for six
months« o every day the Arab would bring him six eggs* Then he would go
over to the plane and pat it and smile, thinking of "the day when it would
be hi3, We wondered what he thouglxt vjhen we took off one day and didn*t
come backu

jtfter the second niglit in Africa we werenH so sure it was an improve-

Ment on England. It stai“ted to rain and kept on raining until we finally
couldn-"t opore.te at all,.WO had no or "barrackis or any place ts? sleep#
SoirB of the ecys slept imder the plane until it got too muddy picked
ths dock inaido for layself, but gavo it up so that Llajor JEpting could
sleep here - sJUpt in the top iurret.

If yCKl any idea of tiae size of a top turret on a Liberator> you
can inagiiie 10vj ccmfor abls was* had tc sit up, and alx night I would

bump .Into svdtches x/hich would snap on and wake ms up* One 33lgh.t cf that
was enougb. 1" i ne

Wefd left England in such a hurry that we didn*t hava iness kits* All
the time we wore in "french Horth Africa we ate our canned hash and hardtack
out of eai-cMine cens.

And the nmd--T.tve never seen such, gooey mud.* Qur group flew about
three cr fan"? missions from that bass and then the plan®s couldnll even get
off tho grouLio*. They-d start to talco off and sink into"the mad. al.l the

up to the bel"y, Siid. xhen have to unload ths bGrabs, dig the ship out,.
reload and try ftgair.. _It was a mess | _After about 18 days we gavtj up and
moved out cf .

From Fr~onah North Africa wO went to the Libyan desert, near Tobruk,
not lorg thGermans had surrendered it# Tobruk was the most desolate
place | have ever seen; it, was full of abandoned tanks and®guns and broken
buildings* Or.ly a church had escaped complete destruction, and 116 living
person d*jelt in that city*

But as far as we were concerned, we were glad to get out of our imid-
hole in North*Africa, "but not for long* We were in Li"bya three months. In
all that "time, we were able to talee a bath only once, and tlial; was when we
were given leave to fly to an Egyptian city for that specific purpose. That
was ‘'blie only time w® shaved, "boo; we musl; have looked like a conventioii of
Rip Yan Winkles before vje left.

Thors wore no Xaundi“y facilities, w0 were allowed only a pint of water
a day for everything* This vmter v;e drew from a well, which wo had to
abandon after a vjliilo whon v/e found some dead Germans in it#

Wb were at least 300 miles from any town, excepting the dead city of
Tobruk* We had no entertainment of any kind out there on the desert; when
wa weren” on raids vie just lay around in our tents, or took walks in the
desert.

The most dismal Christmas €V€ of life I spent on the libyan desert*
It was cold, and we didn"t even have tents to sleep under* We slept in our
clothes and didn*t even take off our shoes. Our morale was certainly low



that nifijht, as we thought of the fun we could "be having in tli& States, and
of our families and, friends back there* But it*3 things like thatj as well
as actually fighting together, that bring men close to one another, as close
as brothers*

Oar group was going Ol raids about every other day while we were in the
desert, and they were all pretty rougH .1D bombed Rommel’s shipping lines
crreT and over at Bizerte”™ Tudls, Sfax, Sousse and Tripoli in Africa. Then
we started in on juicily and Italy.

We had some "boys of Italian parenliage flying with us, and #ienever wo
took off to foomb Naples or Rome I,d kid about bombing tixeidr honorable
ancestorse "\elre really going tQ make 'hi spaghetti fly today,w I*d say,
and th©y*d retort that they couldiiH wait to laiock t)ie rice out of Dy dia-
honorable ancestors.

Naplea was always a rough, target* Xt was the *flalc city" of the
Italiar. theater™ .The flak burst so thick and "black,you couldaft even se
the planes a hundi™d yards behind you. Yet our raids over there were
called spectacular examples of precision "bombiiig.

Ve participated in ttie first Ansericaa raid on Rcare last July* It was
tlie biggest surpllse I*d had so far; we tliouglit we were going to run into
heavy opposition, and. vie were Olllinst disappointed when we found hardly any*

Sicily and Soutiierii taly at altitudes of about 25 000 feet,
and it really gets cold at that height* One time over Palermo it ms 42 be-
low zero* X froze tuo oxygen masks; aftei* that liad 1,0 sucic on the 31080
to get any oxygen.

Even at that height we could seo our bOmba breaking exactly on their
targets ~and as much as an iiour after we had. left the targets we could sea
tlie smoke rising from tlie fires we had caused.

1 gave you a funny feeding; you oouldnH help "but tliiiUc of tlae people
being hurt down there« ' wasn Jj particularly religiou Ybefore *h6 ware "but
always said a prayer/and 3mow for sure my pal Kettering, the
radio operator, did too, for the innocent people we were destroying on
raid”™ like that.

But we were in no position to be sentimeEtal about it. The p~opl©
knew they were in danger, and tiiey could Mve gotten out Besides_
ueren” fighting against individual people, "but against ideas* It wag
Hitlerism or democracy, and wO© c¢ uldn»t afford to lot it Tee Hitleriajji* Aad
so, unfortunately, it was Geimaji and Italian lives or oura* That va©
only way yooi could Xoo™ at it*

It waa a hap”y day Tshen aft*p three months of Libya, we receiired order®
sto return to England- took off from Tobruk at midnight Thiers was no
formation; tlie planes left at twomiaute intervals, and eaoh was its

T3© next morninSt instead of seeing daylight, vie looked out
mblanket of clouds without any openings Kie had liad t0 go up to#al?cnit 10,000
feet td get over the clouds, and now w© couldn't go under themf tpv fefix of
crashing into mountains*
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We viere logt, Tlie navlsator could do notliing, and the radio operator,
he was working like mad, c uldnft get his messages through because
of the weather. Finally he got a message, but by that time we didnft have
enough gas to get to the air field that had angered us. We*d already bean
up 11 hours and 20 mimtei? with a 10-hours* supply of gas. We expected to
go down any minute.

The pilot called back that anyone who wanted to bail out could do so*
iJobody diS; 1010w | liad so mucli faitli in Major Epting’s flying ability *
that wouldn*t leave until he did. 'All of a sudden and it seemed like a
ffiiraele to us who were tensely waiting for the crasli, there was a tiny rift
in tlio clouds, Epting didn”™ wait on© second; he just dove right into it,
and. made a perfect lantiin™ in a valley tkat wasn*t big enough to land a cub
in safely,

We had just gotten out of the plane when a swarm of Arabs surrounded
us.. There imist hay® been a hundred of them, and were armed with i%ifles,
spears, and soaie with clubs# \ften we saw them comins we debated whether~we
should siioot at them or tiy to tails: to them. life decided to tallc to them,
but we couldrJt understand them and they couldn”~ understand us,

Taey 6idxi*t hurt us, but'they certainly weren*t friendly. Taey took
everything away from us— guns, wallets and everything w© had in our pockets
*~and they wouldn”™c let vy near the plane -

We had no idea where we were, but in a few minutes a Spanish officer
came up and arrested us, and we found out that we had landed in'Spanish
Morocco. The officer marched all of us, our crew and the Arabs, into a
native village about two piles away. Tii© procession made caused more
exciteirient, | QueSa, than that village had had in its entire history.

The natives all thought twas Chinase, but Kettering, our radio opera?-
tor, explained to the Spanish soldiers that X was Japanese .Ajueilcan# That
created quite a stir ifvhea it got around; Mo.st of the people, both Spanish
and iirabs, flatly refused to believe it, and later it took the American
enfoassy to prove j/t to them.

In a few days we were flown to ain in a Gerumn plane and interned in
a niountain-village. We thought we*d be there for tlie duration, but vdthin
two months, through methods | can*t reveal, we v.'ere in. England.

From England we bombed targets in Germany and began preparations for
the raid, on tlie Rouiaanian oil fields at Ploesti, preparations that were to
last three months and take us Tack to the Libyan desert. n JEngland our '
group practiced low-level "bouibing# We prO.ctiee-bombed our own airfields,
each plane having its owp specific target. That vmy our bombardiers got
acciistoined "to finding targets at low altitude-

After nearly a month in England vje returned to Africa. This time ouj*

base was set up near the city of Beiigasi in Libya, Here we had a complete
du_y target of wiiat we later, learned were tiie Ploesti refineries.

Up to this time had "been a 1£dl gunner, but now was assigned to
tlie top turret, tlie position held throughout the rest of nmy Missions* To
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celebrate the event, Kettering painted in big red letters across the glass
dome of tiie turret these words 5Top Turret Gunner Most Honorable Son Sgt#
Ben Kui*oki*il ,Most Honorable Son> was ivhat tliey usually called me— that or
MHara-kiri*w They Miere a g”~eat bunch over there*

Every day that we vieren*t on missions, 175 Liberators loaded with prac-
tice bombs would take off in groups at regular intervals and "borb duplicates
of the real target. On theS”™*practice raids, each group rather than each
plane had its specific target, so that it was really a dress rehearsal of
the actual raid. Some of tiie planes flew so 16y that they came back with
their "bomb-bay doors torn ofi. And we sure scared ihe daylights out of tlie
natives; Vg had. to dodge groups of Arabs and their camels all over that desert.

IXjspitG the 110at vjo had to do double work, because wo had only a skele-
ton ground crow— our real base was still in England. Wofd go up into 10 to
20-tielovj-zero temperatures and then come back into IlO-above heat* It vjas
no wonder that a lot of the boys came down with colds.

Vie had fewer sandstorms and they didn” last as long as when we had
teen stationed near Tobruk. Mlliat really worried us were the poisonous sand-
viper snakes and scorpions. The scorpions especially—big two-inch long
devils uith curving tails were thick as flies, V/e*d find them in our blai>-

and everywhere else. |If you got stung by one of them, you really knew
it; you'd be sick as a dog for at least a day.

The monthpreceding the PIlOesti raid we vj6ére taking part in the inva-
sion of Sicily, bouibing lvlassina, Palermo and various airfields. [1t*3 unusual
for heavy "bombers to bomb airfields, but we were assigned that job so that it
would be impossible for euemy tighter planes to take off from those fields
and strafe our ground troops as they landed.

During all our practice for Ploesti we were intensely curious as'to
what our target wag going 'to be. Rumors .of all kinds floating around, birt

no one thought it v™ould be ploesti "because no one could imagine how we could
carry enough gas to get tlier© and back.

Our base was guarded by British anti-aircraft gunners, &nd we used to

ask them what they thought about our flying so low. They said it.was att ad-
vantage from the point of view of escaping the heavy anti-aircraft fire, but

that we vjould be dead ducks for anything smaller than 40 millimeter cannon*
nght then we t)egan to ttLink'of the approaching raid as a "suicide" mission.

Tiie. last week in July every crew member in every group was restricted
0 the base until after the niission, but it was not until the day before
we left 1;]1 we were told tiie target was "the Roumanian oil fields. That was
news all right* You hardly ever hear of an oil field being bombed— the only-
other one I know of was in Burma* We were really sutprised* There had been
a couple of rumors that our target ivas to be Ploesti, but UlObody had put any
stock in tliemf-it seemed too improbable* .

V® were briefsd 81X "tlialj day and into "tiie nilghl}* The American engineer
who had constructed the Ploesti refineries talked to us; he knevj the exact
location of every refinery and every cracking and distilling plante The
information he gave us proved invaluable tiie next day* Tliey showed us motion
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pictures vjhicli gave details of the individual targets of each group,

In the afternoon Mg30r General Brereton, commanding general of the
Ninth Air Force, came around in a staff car and talked to us for almost an
hour. He said we were going 0l the most important and one of the most dan-
gerous missions in tlie history of heavy bombardment, that it had been plan-
ned in Washington months before. He told us that Ploesti supplied one-third
of all Germny*s oil and nearly all of that it was timed, further-
more, to cut Hitler’s fuel supply as his divisions rushed to defend it
against the comii™ Allied invasion.

MTren he finished, our group commander— not General Timberlake, who had
just been promoted from colonel and was now a wing cbrnmander, but the new
group commander— briefed us again, and went into minute details of the
takeoff the next morning. He tried to encourage us fds ntich as possible*

" fll get my damn ship over tlie target if it falls apart,he said*

He got liis ship over the tal-get all 3?ight--we were close behind him*
And we savi it xvhen it fell apart, flaming to the earth.

That afternoon before the raid he emphasized that nobody had to go who
didn™t want to; it was really a volunteer mission. No one declined, but vre
were all very tense* Someone had mentioned that even if all planes were
lost it would be worth the price, and that started more talk about its being
a suicide mission.

We didn*t sleep very Iluch that night, and there was none of the joking
that usually went on among our crew. W tried hard to sl™ep, because we
knew it would be a long trip and vje had to 'be at our best, but you can
imagine how easy it was*

"Tlie first sergeant blew the whistle at four in the morning. While we
ate breakfast'the ground crews, who had been working on the planes for the
last two days, gave tliem a final cliecking over* Those planes were beautiful,
parked wWing to wing in a long line on the runway*

We took off at the crack of dawn, it was a perfect summer day, warn
and balmy. The lead plane of the group started out, and the others followed
at precise intervals until finally the whole group vjas in the sky in per-
fect formation# Our group joined other groups from nearly fields at pre-
arranged places. It was all split-second timing*

W were keyed up* We knew it was going to 'te the biggest tiling we had
ever done, and we were determined it would 'be the best* t was the same
vath the ground crews; they had always taken, great pride in the ships, but
this time they had gone over'board'to get them in perfect condition. They
shared our excitement and anxiety, too#

From Bengasi e flew straight over the MediterranO6ll. It was very
calm and blue that day. \iere going along at about 5,000 feet when sud»
denly we saw one of '"bhe planes ahead take a straight; nose-divee t weirb
down like a bullet, crashed in the water and exploded. For half an hour

vie could see tlie smoke from it. It gave us a iiaimting feeling, as of ap-
proaching disastoic—we c 111d see 13ki? not a ipan on tiiat plane had a (jlisuce
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to escape..... R .

A couple of. hours after ve left Bengasi, we vjere crossing tlie mountains
of aly, going up sometimes as high as 10,000 f~et to get over tliemi Tlien
the Adriatic and into Jugoslavia, through Bulgaria and across the DanulDe
into Roumanla*

Over the Danube valiey; in Roumania, we went down to about 300 feet,
O loj that vje could easily see people in the streets of Rouiaanian towns
waving .at us a.bwe we.nt(c¥Or* They riiast have thou”lit we rjere friendly?7
bombers, because we flying so io.w. Qr maybe tliey recognised the wliite
star on our wings and were glad.that, X uere, corning* .

Abcyit 10 railes from tlie target, we dropped to 50 feet, following the

Contours of the land, up over iiills and dovjn into valleys. Our pilot -uduld
4ead for tlios.e..hills .and time thought sure ue’d crasli
~Night into but lie would pull us up just in 'tira&, and just enough to

get over tlie ~idg-e, and tl;en doim into the next valley. Gorniiig Thack we were
.pairfc of tlie way at five and 10 ..feet off the ' round, and sonde' ot the
planes returned to base vjith ~ree tops and even cornstalks in tlxeir borab-

~ys. L : . , .

W had a ve™y good pilot. He uas ouj? squadron leaaer, Lt. Col.K. 0.
Dessert* and his copilot vias our regular pilot, llajor Epting.

1 This j s /the 24th jaission I. had.flown with Major. Epting and tlie sane
gjew, except for Dawley,- the ts.il gunner who Tas hxirt during our first raid
Qur ship was named in Major Epting*s lionor; his,liQriie town is Tupelo, -maSiss-
i%pi, and..™o we called the j)lane .."Tt.JpeIo Lass,.Y L - .

The major, who is 23 years old, is one..of tlie best pilots | fve ever
seen* He pulled us out of a lot of tough spots when vje tliouglit Me viere gone.

And bet™eep. Major Epting and Col. Dessert they got us tlirough Ploesti
without a scratda' "but i,t was a.miracle that they did.

We came into the oil fields at about 6 ‘fest and uent up to about 75 "' -1
to bomb. The plane I \ms on was leading tlie. last squadron of tlie second
group over. Five. Loiies from the iarc'et, lieavj® anti-aircraft smarted pound-'.
Ing us. When we s tliQired fla~la of tliose guns we thouglit we'd never mke
i * We really started praying then. MWeé figured that if they started
shooting at us W?ith guns at that distance, would, surely get ua.
with sioaller and more maneuverable batteries. 1% remoiifbered tlie British.
‘aniti-aiircraft men who had said "we'd 'te dead ducks for anythinglunder a 40....m
njillimeter cannon. At our height Yo could have brought a Liberator d Tjn
with a shotgun.

Ploesti vjas wrapped in a smoke'screen which made it very difficult to
find the targets. When we got over, tlie refineries xjere already blazing
from the borabs and guns of the planes ahead of us*

Red tracers' from the sniall ground guns had' be'en Izl£-aa£,gin& all around
us for a mile or raore, and the guns themsolves were sending up terrific
batragGs, Just as vie hit the target, gas 1 3B 'started exploding* One
10,000 gallon tank: blew up in front of us, shooting pillars of flaming



gas 5 0 feet in the air. It was like a nightmre. We couldnH beliove oue
eyes vdien we saw that blazing tank higjti above us. The pilot liad to g\Aia\e
sharply to the right to avoid what waa really a cloud of fire , t was so
hot it felt as though vie were flying through a furnace.

Tlie worst saw,*;110ugh, was tiie plane the riglrfc of us* Light flak
must have hit t'he gas, because all of a sudden it was burning frora one end
to the othiar,* It"sanlc light down, as though no pox®er on feai4 Ix could hold
it in the. air for even a second. Wien it hit tile ground It exploded.

Every.man on that ship was er friend of mine; aad.l Idiew the position
each was-flying, ,d seen planes go down before r '"u . aiweiys from a liigh
altitude, and tlieii you donl see tlie c;taslu Thia way .it seejaed could

reach out and touch those men*

The most pitiful thing vms that shipTs co-pilot. He was an 18-yQar-old
kid wh *d lied about hia age to get into aviation cadet training. We always
called him Junior.” mien our regular co-pilot, viho vmS firing the 1lgilt
waist gun that day, saw Junior*s sliip go down, lie let loose with his gun
like a crazy man. Junior was his best friend.

Then we saw flak iiit our group coinnianderrs plane. In a second it was
burning from the bomb-bay*S back* He pulled it up as high, as he could get
it; it was fantastic to see tliat blazing Liberator *climbing straight up*
4s soon as he started climbing, one man jumped out, and ivhen he could get
it no higher, two more came out. Every on6 of us knew he had pulled it up
in order to give those men a chance. Then, knowing he was done for, lie
deliberately dove it into the highest building in Ploesti. The instant ho©
hit, his ship cxp3.o,ded.

We left Ploesti a ruin# Huge clouds of smoke and fire billowed
the ground as we pulled away from the target.- It m3 like a war movie, see-
ing those masses of frames rolling toward you, and white flashes of 20-nnl-
limeter caimon-fire bursting alongside of you.

WO got back to camp 15 hours after vie had taken off» t was the longest

boiiibiiig Eissioii ever flown, and "thad;, explains why i*t Was necessary to do it

at. lew altitude. If wo had bombed at the usual level, Wowould never have
had Qnougii gas to got' back.

It v;as also the most dan erous iaission in the Mstory of heavy bombard*-
raaKt, ranking as a battle in itself. It is officially regarded not as the
Ploesti raid but as nthe battle of Ploesti.ll

Tiiere was no line at the mess hall that night. Even though we v'ere
stai-ved, we couldn*t eat when we thought of the men that should iiave been
standing in line and weren’t -

And even though we vjere dead tired, we couldn*t sleep* know | didn.ft
sle© for sevOra.l nigli'ts aftsr TIQ giound crev..*™ kept 'Td© runytfay
lights on all night, and many of them stayed up until'morning, though they
knew the planes they had worked so hard on and their friends, the roeu Wh
flew them, v;eren*t coming back,. .

The next 3Mruing was rough, too# We al¥jays got up at six o*clock, and



there was always a lot of yelling "back and forth "between the tents—esometimes
WQ*d throw rocks at each other*s tents# The only yelling we heard that morn-
ing was our co-pilot calling for Ms friend Junior, although lie liad seen liim
gp down in flames "the day before.

Ploesti was my 24tii mission. I'or most of the crew it was the 25tli; in
other words, it completed their tour of duty for them, was assigned 'to
another crew for ray last missione

For a lon”™ time | had been tliinking about volunteering for an extra
five roissions. wanted to do tliat for my kid "brother; lie wasn*t overseas
then, Tiie day after iny 25th, asked my commanding officer if could go
on five more. He said should go home;’in fact, tliere were orders out al-
ready ifoic ree to do so, and a plane ticket to the States vjaiting for me. But
he finally gave nme permission, and X stayed with tlie crew had flown with
on what v/as supposed to be my last raid*

It took ne three mor~tlis to get those five missions in, the vjeathor xvas
so "bad. And "tlien when came liome it was by banana boat and not airplane.
wa3 sure "burned up about

't was ai: tliis time "bliat 1 fie with the only full-blooded 6rican
Indian pilot in tiie European theater; everybody called him uChiefu, but his
name was H mer Moran, and lie \ms from Soutli Dakotas Four of those extra
five missions flew frcm England over Germany*

nearly got it on ths 30tli mission, nmy last one. W were over Munster,
in Geiioany, and a shell e2Eploded right above the glass dome of my top tur-

rete sroasiied the 'doiae, ripped my helmet o ff, smashed nmy goggles and
interphone. The concussion threv/ me back against the seat, but | didn”™ get
a scratch, tliought tiie ship had blown apart, the noise of that explosion

was so loud* X passed out, because ny azjgen mask had been torn off, but
the radio operator and the engineer pulled me out of the turret and fixed
me up with an emergency ioask,

Things like that aren*t explained just by luck, imist have'had a
guardian angel flying with me that time and. 0Oll the other missions, too*
Tliey say there are no atheists in foxholes; 1 can tell you for isure there

are none in heavy bombers either.

I left England the first of Decembere They wanted me to stay over
the”o, with my outfit, as chief clerk in operations, birb from the "beginning
liaird felt _ combal; career would not 'be over uAtii had fought in te
Soirth Bicific, and so asked to come home for a brief rest and "tlaen e
assigned to a Liberator group in the South pacific*

It was December 7, two years to the day after pearl Harbor™ when our
ship reached New York. | thought I was a pretty tough sergeant, but wlien
sa.] the.Statue of Liberty and the sunliglit catching those 11 "buildings,
daian near cried-’ knew had eome home, and X felt so lucky to have got-
ten through those bombing missions without a scratch that said a prayer
of "feiiankfuliiess as leaned against the rail. only wished "that all my
Iniddiea could have come hone too*

spoke earlier of having two battles o figlrb against iJlie Axis and



against intolerance. They are really the same "battle, for we will
hav*e lost the war if our iiilitary victory is not followed by a better un-
derstanding, among peoples*

ceurtainly don*t propere to defend Japan® When visit Tokyo it v/ill
I> in ™ Liberator bomber. But do believe "bliait loyal Americans of Japanese
descemc e”© entitled to the democratic rights which Jefferson propoundedj

Wajh fought for and Lincoln died for«

In my owmn case, | Have almost won the battle against *intolerance;
haT3 many close friends, in the'Ariay now*my best friends, aslam tlieira—
vriiere years ago | had nonee But |I have by no nieans completely won that

TDattj.Or- Sspectally now, after the widespread publicity given the recent
atrocity storiasf fini prejudice once again directed against me, and
neiths:? jiy uniform nor the medals which are visible proof of whai; ha™e
been through, have been able to stop it, I donl”™ know for sure that i* is
safe for nme to vfalk tlie stroets of my im country*

All this is disappointing, not ao much to ne personally any more, "out
rather with reference to iny fight against intolerance* | had thought that
after Ploesti and ZZ other missions so rough it was just snort of a jnlracl®
I got through them, wouldn't iiave to fight for acceptance among my own
people all over™ againa

n most cases, don’t, and' o'those few who help breed fascism in

ikjnerica by spreading such, prejudice, can only reply in tJae words of "the
Japanese imericari cread; "ATtiiougli soroce individuals may discriminate against
Lie, 1 shall never become tittei* Ol* lose faith,,for 1 know that such persons

are not reprosentative of the majority of the American people

The people who wrote that creed, are the thousands of. Japanese Americans
vjhom certain groups want deported iiomediately* These Japanese AmeUcans
have spent tkeir lives proving their loyalty to the United States, as th8ir
sons and brothers are proicin™; it now on the "bloody "battlefield of Iltaly# Xt
is for them, in tho solemn hope that they will 'be treated justly rather than
vdtli hysterical passion, that | speak today.
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Department of the interior
Wr(r 110cstion Authority - Northern lifprnis Area
Sheldon Building - 4-61 M&rket"lreet
S&n Francisco, Californig&

(Ccpttin George H. GrEndstLff, one of the feYv Cauc&sian officers to serve
%ith the 100th ~nftntry B&tttlion end the 4-4-2nd Regiment&.l Combat TefErn, both comp-
rised of /meric?,ns of J .pEnese ancestry, delivered the fplloi/ving talk before tn
udience (. neer y 1000 members of .the Commonwealth C ub of' C&Ilifornifi in the Pt ace
Hotel, Francisco, at noon on Friday July 27,194-5*

(Ctptc in Gnndctcff, 35> married, end “hose home is in Azus<*., Ctlifornit , Wts
in the citrus fruit, business until his enlistment Lt Covim: on M1y 22 ,19-45. He w q
chosen to cttend Officer C:ndidt.te School tt Fort Benning, Gc ., ind wls eoinmi&sioned
t 2nd Lieutenant, J nuiry 6, 9/+3. Shortly therci fter he \a.s cseigned to Crmp Shel-r
by v<herc he joined the 100th? Vvhich he helped tr?. in, going oversets with them ;s
B*.tt ion Su.pj.)lyufficer He landed \>ith them in North Africi. i.nd went into Jction:

Vvith tho 0Qth t Si.lc.rno September 21, 1943.

f (Ho fought with- the 100th throughout the Itr.liLn cunpi ign, wts ?ith the 100th
Vvhrn It became the I~st tti. lion of the 4.4-2nd.
(“ourxded three times, he was 67ardfd the Purple Kerrt md two clusters. He

also \vefcrs the Presidential Unit Citrtion bar, won by the unit st Belvedere end
Sassettf, the ETO ribbon Tivith four stars and the Silver Star, awarded to him for his
pj-rt in the rescue of the "Lost tt lionn (1st Battalion, 141st Infantry of the
36th (Texas) Division in the.Vosges Forest in France.

(Csptsin Grandstuff returned home on furlough after Germé&n forces in It&ly
capitulated and shortly before V-"E D&y.)

I GIVE YOU AMERICANS

Cholrinen Cherlc-s, President Perkins, and members of the Commonwealth Club of
California} I tm gré&ttful for the opportunity to come before this club for know
your O0:r@trri2 tion m kc.s scholarly &nd £.n&litic | Epproaches to the problems you
s tud”y. s5.a not r>ur.t..my story v.ill fit into thft kind of activity but its ret¢
v lue ixs in its truthfulnesse-. not entertoiner, not 1 "skilled speaker
selected by _Army Pub ic Relx t;10ns .to help the home front to do its shr.re in viinning
the Wir. i un not even lssigned to the Public Helotions section. I tm just £ picin
eombi t 1ini< ntryffitn, whe t the boys 11 1 f9 -dcy wonderh tiid I tni here beccuse thtie
War Dcpcrtiiient hLs ordered me to 3 days of tcmporary duty saeaking before wudiences
on tne Pacific Cotst in Ln endeavor to give you & first h&nd story of the performé&nce

of Aratric ns of" JcpcinevSt descent in comb&t. This ccrt do for those boys ”c,re my
boys.

Secondsly, 1 think, can give: you an idet of i2hit is going on in the mi.no3
and hterts of the GI” oversees, the ones v\ho on the front doing the fighting.

It is .my thought 1it.t .people sre using the. GI opinion s s club to promote their oiim
progrtm here t,t home without having-the faintest basis for their mtnuft.cturt.d, elu-

sive , contradictory, synthetic pronouncements. donlt pretend to hsv compared
notfcs with 111 of the 10 or 12 million men in the service but I ¢ n tell"you thit
there, Ire some issues on. which there ic practice-lly unanimous opinion Linong our
lighting forces. Rc,citl prejudices, un-Americtn mistreatment of minorities, abuses

of* the v,e?k by the QDonomic&lly strong €re chief &mong these issues.

The splendid record of the /.meric&ns of J&ptnece descent in combat is a chap-
ter stiir in the nuking in the history of World Vvar 1I1I. The brief insight into that
record %hich 1 gi-ue you todt.y dff Is only v.ith the Nisei in the European theatre of
war . -

In order to ttko in I bit of background, 1111 t&ke you back ebout four years
¥vher. some fourteen hundred men, &X1 members of the 2972th tnd 299th Hs¥eii&n National
Gu&rci Regiments end &I11 iimericens of Japanese descent vtere suddenly \iithdré..tvn fronm
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their units, bundled into e~"bvercize btvtti*lion end shipped Crmp McCoy, Yvisconsir™*
Petr Horbor hf‘d occurred £°nd r€ ciel turmoil fol owed in its wfcke. The obvious
reason for this sudden ivithdrswtl from the Isltnds, 11 lecst to these “isei, s
fesr of jLptinese tretcheryl disconcerting beginning fpr a Bc,ttf.lioia that, was soon
to buiM one of the finest comba records in World I. Nevertheless, e seven-
compfjny Bt ttc .lion wes formed end. v«ent to work earnestly to prepare for combat.

Aft r six months rt Ct.mp McCoy, Wisconsin, the B tttli ew.s moved to Cirap. Shelby,
Mi. .1 3ippi, and it wts there th&t | joined them in Februtry of 194-3-

Through di igent %ork nd sincerity of purpose, the outfit wes fest £ppr cCh-
ing a high efficiency, but the minds of the. men wtre filled 1iadth questions. V_oill
thty- let us fight? V.hi-1 do wc. hive to do to prove we rc loyi.1? Lt. Go <FVmnt.
L. Turner, tho BtttLlion Comm/;rider, end. Mr. Joe, Frrrington, the delegate from HcV«E,ili,
viter6 relentless in their fight to let the outfit prove itself in coinbtt. Ultiinc tely
their efforts ~cre rewarded, ind in august of 1943, -~e ernbtrkcd for N unknoY”n over-
sees destin;. tion.

ifc. unded in North AfriCc. ct rtn tnd mortle hit L. new low i/vhen persistent
rumor told of I job" guarding t n.ilrord in Africj. . V.ere those long hours of bayonet
ciril.)., those sweaty, stinky forced rntr°ches, those chigger-filled nights in Louisieru,
endured mEkc ug rrilrotd gui.rds? [

For ten df.ys We grumbled. Then ccme stirtling orders. Wc v~ere dssigned, e.nd
to the oldest Division in the £furope? n Thei trc--the Thirty Fourth ImHurried prepara-
tions were nude, ind in the three iivecks th~t"followed, we were equipped, briefed,,
e.nd on our Id S Ic"rno Bt"ich. .Le Vverc to serve f:s the Second Bbttilipn of the
One hundred ~.nd thirty-third Infcntry Eegimf.nt. Try to irmgine, if you cni, hov, wc
felt—nci.concrs to comb*, t, our first shot yet to be fired, but p;rt of I "vitcxm
division of the African ctrnpiign.

Pride filled the hec~rtjs”of the handful of \vhite officers In the 100th. Green
troops, pc nese-~rx-iericui boys thrown into I situction so critici 1 th "t failure might
change the entire course of events in the Europec n ctmpi ign. Nttt of the skeptics
no\"v?  Higq the courage of these boys been less strong, their belief in /m€ricc less
grcit? it could hive been 1 different story.

Remember, thesc vsere the boys for “whom fev. were re; dy or billing to spe ik,
yet, (he&c ”"ere the boys who led th t push t-li thevvty to Benevento, tnd if soldiers
ever voi Xtd to prove, thenselvf*.s to f. Division tnd.to a doubting lorlci, it us thf
100th Bj.tti lion during our initi?l drive into Ittly. After three v-eeks of fighting,
MO wmggired upvverd, these boys knew they htd not trained in v?:in. They mere good

sol. . By this time Generi.l Chcrlcs W. Ryder knew the 100th for its true v.orth
£nd i )ucily presented us with -tht Red Bui pt tch of the 34.th Division. Tlut v, s.
proud d y for ue, end ~ili o ilwtlys vE.lue the "old Bull® js one of our proudest

possessions. 1

\.intcr WLs f~st “pprot ching CS wwe mf£.de the initial crossing of the Volturno.
Rcinwes rapidly turning ltaly"s dirt r £ds into muck, £nd srnt.ll stretms v.ere set-

ting nev, high Wcter infrks on t-hGir binke. In true Ccliforni? fashion, the tietives
describect the v~efther is ,unusutIM. Thtt rnts no rume for itl Mud clung to your
feetj, clc;n rifles v”erc irapossiblej dry blcnkcts unheard, of. Supply trucks sunk un-

hcppi y x>n their be+lies with a resolve never .to move agfin unless compe led to do so
by force other thtn their own. ilere the hej rtbretk of closely relc ted soldiers begen
to be incret singly evident. To lose t coinrcde is bLd—-to lose 1 brother is picin
hell,rticultrly when one his still Lnother brother vrith the outfit, -"es, We were
getting used to det th, we knevw its odor, we- kne\v the twisted, crumpled look of 1 iitn
in ?uaon no life remained. This is the st;ge of nenttl £djustmcnt most combe t units
feir. a few men decide thtt life is too sweet to risk, i\.Vv.0,L.fs increase, tnd
nstr® gglLr lines" lengthen. The 100th Be tti lion, during its entire coiiibct history
nev™r hid, nor h;d need of, | "straggler line»x end v.ith them A.V,.0.L."ms | military
term used to describe 1 hospittl prtient ivho returned to the outfit before being
decli red physically fit for duty! |

The Be ttc lion rntde four crossings of the winding Volturno River, ind it seemed

(more)
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as if etch succeeding onb exceeded the next in ferocS~cf German defense, the number
of minc 3 encountered, &nd mort&r &nd artillery fire received. Yvinter pounced doiwi
on It ly, ,uid the suffering of the H&wtiiiin-bred men was terrible. Sleet &nd snow
Iterii&ted with r .in~. During tht.t winter the. Bf-.ttilion almost o r msn, suffered
with trench feet in varying degrees. Miny pctients hEd toes fmput.-ted because they
"stuck it out™" too long "before asking for-niedic.il id* I vill never forget thec,t
vdnter nor those JtpErllse-AmericMi boys who tlY.ays smi ed i..nd never comp iirug*

Cc.au™lties v™ere heavy at Cestle Hill tnd iilit'e, Lnd vvelLther continued to ham-
per movement. Here for the first time in It&.ly, it was necessary to resort to the-
use of mules in the mountains. This substintitily reduced thfc .quantity of food, cm
munition, Lnd VvLter, ivhich could be transported to the Bcttilion, Lnd increased the
evcr-prcsm.t problem of evicu.ftion of the w oundod. Dui*ing the long drive fronm
Pro mm Zciio cross -the mbuntt ins to Sin Michele, contact .with the retr elements be-
cn*® runsingly bed. At ita Y.orst, 8 rcL*,y stf tions were c&tibliehed from which
litt", x ti.Lmb v.orked to the point of exhaustion, scratching their ‘Ky dov®n steep
mountc In slopes in b ricc ;\ith"de th. IAiny wounded men spent twenty-two hours being
bumped Long on I litter before they could be brought to c one wfy jeep tre il--<n-
othcr hour .oniittcr N ck across t jeep over wiu.t only in optimist \cmld ¢ 1 t
r cd before he .could-belpit ccd fboerd >n imbultncc. Those Ifds Vverc Americans ?vho
bled to death, on th&t g £t trcil. Their smallness OF stature or the color of their
skin did not relieve their suffering in th” sliglitect egree, I learned f.._notber
lesBonMn 1life, on the battlefields of Itt Xy when I could find no difference in the
color of taoir blood nd thet of my oi/wm. I h~d pride in ray ontf-it before but those
mounts ins .proved, to me thet ve hed men wv»ho were rei |l men. Tht "100th BcttLlion hid t
spirit which movAd i-t formrd- spirit which fe” units hi.ve ever equaled.

I"t vvtre tired -v.hen ref-ched Stn Micticle vAiich lies across the E.pido River
and .its sm .11 villey from Cc.ssino. longed to rest but further work Nnwist be done.
Ccrsino blocked the entire adV£,nce. Cé&ssino had to falJ,. To tell you of thet battle
se€nas & Isost futile. h ve seen more .pictures and read more articles concerning
the. 1 I-ction thc,-n any one engegemen.t of the Europfion V.nr. For U days the 34-th Divi-
sion v.hich stililincluded the 100th B~ttclion pounded the monastery, the Csfstle,

HingMjn*.s Hill cnd the t Mi of Cc.ssino., Ck.su Ities streuned down t he mounttins ./
under cover of derkness. During those dfvs- 1 £sked for volunteers for ht.zcrdous m
ttsks sc:lect&d those to go tna then sew MMtnd ry beccuse they v»ere refused, perraisr”®
sion to go v.ith us. Yes, those wv»ert J ptnciSe-AmeriCcns who cried- not bpcu.s s. they
hrd diLjm he zLrdous duty but bretuse they h d not. nc night in pirticulcr vdll.
remj-in in my mind. .Some forty enlisted men end hid picked t spot ct which
to m(t 11 :000- las deleyea by 1 persistent iaorttr be.rrige md arrived chout
three gi.urtcrs of in hour 1lte. Instead of forty men there wEs on y ont. Upon
questioning him, found th t "the bf Itiace were up in thtt birr?-gc hunting for re_

becMire they kne” thtt I wes Tlone. There. £.re meny f~ncy definitions of "loytlty"*
but v~en those men struggled in It dtwin Lfter tn cll night search for me nerdeh no
die ry ior ray interprets tibn of the. Vvord.

,,C ssirn w s tn eveilU sting nightiru rc. Suffice it tosy thet it s .the only
objective..the 100th BLttclion or the 3 4-th Division, ever filled tot”ke. Ve wercthe
li gt iiintricin unit to come out when the British relieved ue there fnd we were very
fn Lin-numbers. Our Br ttf£ lion looked like 1 compEny.

r"e-. pulled back into t rest tree ,, or should I scy c colltpse iret, ?nd it ws
there thet Y/e received our firsl' group of replacements. gsin brothers met brothers
tnd looks of disracy crossed the feces of these veterens whentieystvv the eager ftces
i’ those kLds who hid volunteered to: join us; . £l “1leB - tlut be thit it ze&
wts not my .lot. to tre-in- my owi brother-to sit by 1 cl.mp fire, end to c ttempt. to tell,
him 11 things: hichn btUL' experience Ilone U re&l y tecch. They fc ced this pro-
blem 1s they fi ced everything in Euirppe--with grim determiru tion to do i superior
job. We were soon to knov< the ” lue of tiut trv.ining for within i. month vie viiere
once £gi-in uEb £rd ship £nd heeding for the. Aazil»' Be ch He d--i1 nice spot in Vvhich to
initiate men to comblLt. During thEt voyage we iiif.nsgei to do & bit of reading end

” {morej
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horlcfrnd T ~ Lnr M1 CEIl newsp, pers: from
their f miliefend LrenffinglL ? L k A1 =LSU They didn t N M
thet the only “vensLbol”? did the™ rej ice over the feet,
mtde my blood boil s to 3 77z _ = The thing th“c reL
— f ® ~
N p AN . ld)_in

lin«. The P[ir cru led
then btlly-cr~vled . not ncrehed th~ n n occupied by., GcrmEn platoon
the “holc Jerry pi, toon t th” A~ 1?2 nfrs right ou” from under toe nose of
from*them s:invtluibju Both~pll <= their t Wndguns* The inform tion gained u-
AN o Moot this ,ud,cious ,ct.
bj ft from., enemy artillery. Shibs unln®d<=+H: « * 5907 qf_ * €rictn~"e _ground “t s
perttely to hit then P p»C P~ Qx wmle the 1imzio Expressn tried des-
h6£VUy Sind-b’ tre£fS

were as ~hot» ts theVvVrént iiL s

N rd us from Gissino, OUr ~ush.to “retk out to jom vdth the forces driving to-

tw Ff = b-nd”™ tcmcgnificent one .

mthey m,df ? it!

th(. alti te fhtS tlut #=d t th f ““rCeS md

tQtio,, f u,ht ftr ti~In J S o ~ f~ 7~ dV " he N t fight t rer s-rd

e Ne It v.s fun in . but itt d of stopping our drlve
r S S t »

Lgnn stopped to cEtch_our breath ne.r ClVltcv"M Wetry £nd %orn>
when “trucks sorted crrivinF -ith <1 # hid btrely set up a r
CQmk t te m of /meric gTrt _ " fthe 44"nd R .C*T. Hert fn
100th BftUlion h,d proven thei*ri*r~+t,” We *"Id weU be Proud thtt the
of the thrge. nornicl Infantry B—ft— T? A e thtre.. They Ccmelover i/iith only @
Elions elrcedy USed one of th.ir

. frienas, the 733rd Inf nt~"Tnd th so"th" " AN N NN old
n ncj reviomn .

theTrv' * e-g9Qd
poured it on a bit by rreceiving:.&.pregf<JeTiti 1l !nif

7 Thte C— £t Te wé&s _used ¢ i 1 i
the iVmo River -ine &nd arrived h ity Jn™ he through Leghorn, Pib5£,
through to pull bé&ck to Naples is inalJunit h6 Serchl=R;Ver \then orders ceme
home—we Were going to C B T ni~s> rumors ran riot--ve \Were going

t vi'lS M"?2VAN As _with alx rumors, we

Tivere corrective went to France 6 i
tsched to the 36th (the T”asV"Divi~Ton In Merseilles end were immediately
Forests yiclt Biffont"&ine. /» vvere having rough going®in the Vosges

old fri~rdsC ?XteUfin" % ne ftiver to join"their 7

compi etely surroundc(a)d by the Krsut” rnd inrrr*<n+< * 1MIst In~ntry Regiment was
N N

-e , e

(more) - :
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forvvtrd. He must be confident the.t if wounded., aid men will _evecut. e him to t piece
.0i5s fety \dth the lee st possible cdelfc,y. * >

Secondly, if £ unit is surrounded, hie must be certain every effort will be
imu . to rc-esttblish contact Lnd get hira out of his prcdiccment. If c soldier ever
fe uv tict higher _helxiqu rters. >ould no™i even weigh carefully the®problera of rescue,
but vould, without cny considerstion, stcrifice him £nd his buddics> the general
lo?vering of morLle wwould be felt ell rlong the line. The 442nd cgc .in tugged t
their belts end started in to reke contect "ith the nLost BE ttf£ Xion of World Wirllll
It \1s eight deys before out third Bi tt:lion tnd the 100th Bcttclion fighting
tbrci.st r cl chcd those men. Their eighty some men vsere in btd shtpe. The only sup-
plies. they hed during those eight diys hid been (iropped to .them cnc? sed in emergency
gtspline tenks. They hed been pounded on £11 sides. The mounded hid been dug in
flna c”rea ¥ r vdth the very limited mediccl supplies carried With them. They were m
not a very pretty sight, but their gretitude v~s so touching thft the h % ccsutl-
.ties e h d i curred in getting there, WEs worth the price. It seems ironic to me
to reitei™te grin in these our United States th  these were Americans who fought
so g 1 intiy irul took such losses to r escue other Armericcnc. Mmy mothore fnd
fc thers of those Texc.s boys thanl~God for those little he If-pints mmhonm some people
still c;11 "yelloTiv-bellies"«

Ag(.in,the entrucked end v.cnt to Southern Frcnce to hold the
T.inttr line csttblished on the FrEnco-lttlifn border. We spent three months there
during” v.hich time rcplt cements from the £tt tes poured in. Extensive treining v1s
given thced men in the rcit followed by periods on the line to give them
experience . \je enjoyed this brief respite from continuous offensive combi t end
usca the time ~cll to prepe.rc for the future. Bt ttlc schools v.ere held 5 y”rds
behind the line5r.then the rev, men went into the line for experience. In March of
this e vere relieved, j.nd moved to Mtrstliics once more under secret orderst
1\g&In rumors ren riot as to our destination. \lewent &board ship ahd sailed,
didnlV know %here Ine were going but 1 would h&ve cheerfully doubled my ins-ur"nce.
Grotnu rose. o the high hervens we docked jt lieghorn. Thundert tioni me were
in Iti"ly 1¢gfin.

General Mirk li. Clcrk, the old wY horse of Itt.ly, soon took £XI doubts
frorr our minds. He told the A4.2nd thi t they hed earned the right to be in on the
firu . fcil in Its y, tind nov. m s the. time to hit. t.nd hit hrrti. We were fttfched to
the -““\d Division tnd jumped off on April 5th to m"ke the fiiul drive into the Po
Kelley ~nd to mop up j.11 resisttnee in Itcly. \,e mere tired of 1t ndwtnted to
get the job done* Mé&sst, Cemr , U Spezdik, end Gen £ fe.l "in r pid succession.
The blov-s by the Fifth tnd Eighth"Armies \vere so powerful end weli-pImned thet the
Gernicns, cut off from the Brenner Piss tnd fearing totel annihila tion, surrendered
compittely ne*.r the ond of iipril,"I Ieft my friends of the 442nd in mid-Mty to stil
for. I"omG md 3P. dt.y leivfc,

Since my trrivcl here, | htve herrd of mtny orginizi tions ?»hich seem to b e-
long in the countries | hive just left. "The Eotto" "of the 100th B-ttciion® is
ber J*ti. rbore The V.est @\ st hi.s t nRanenibcr “ctrl ~ ¥ r %"ec"guen jnd mi Insj*
pection of its activities gives one the idcf£ it is limited to keeping AraeriCcns
from returning to their homes on the"Cot st. Uiny men in my Bi tttlion lost ftrailies,
relctrvet, friends, jrd. homes on December 7,-194-X. The desire of the soldiers of
the 44-"nd wfs to fight the nJEpsn Ffirst. They remember Pec rl “irbor, fnd they hevc
been giving their lives ever since beca use they remember1l 1 v.onder ;iihich orgf.nizt-
tion, cfteraclosc exunin”tion of the record, is most entitled to thet motto.

Hoy. Luny of you told your boys v.hcn they r>ent into uniform, HSon, if you
ever do anything to ciisgre cc the uniform you v.-err, don*! coine hoine. InnumerLble
AmtricL.n soldiers of Jj-ptncsc descent Wort. given those instructions by their parents,
nd those v.ho ire not coining home Lre dc-tal

It nu.y beiise to tlce.i fev, minutes to discii s"c number of the rgunitnts
~hich 1 heve received since (startlng this tour of duty.

(more)



I Give You Americc..ns - 6

No.1: thi t prrctic ly ili of the. Americans of J-“pfnese descent were
«dre fted into the frmy. My job jitg been to fight cndlconsequently 1 h*cl to flig into
the rccords c bit to get the £n3*wt.rto thit one. Surprising jfs -it mey. seem, Ameri-
Cc..,s of Jtptneee descent hcd. I percents,ge of 6.2~ inducted into the-.,rray Is comp/ red
to. 7.2 of 111 other ancestries or within one per;cent of the i verege Aithough
they. ere cxcludea fr u induc.tion. und&r the. Selective-Service J¥t for | period &£
more thin two yeers following Perrl Htrbor, thlt percentage .could htye only be?n/.;
rttc ined through £ tre;aendous number, of voiuntfry enlistments during, the time hen
the ""wouxd "tike Jtpt nese-Araeric;ns .in no. other my.

No."k: but hum ctn you tell t g.ood J..p from F bid Jt.p? M ymswer to thLt
question is how dm you tell i gooi white."mta from > b? d white mn,?.  0.bvio.uly, by
his cctionsi The Record of the 4-4-2nd InfuitryvRegiment speaks for itself but in the
event "th;t tlut voice h: s n‘t been he rci,by 111 people ould lijce to .quote from
the St?, rc jilad Stripes of mid-/prily i list, of the citt.tions Vv rded the men of thLt
unit. Three thoiisEnd seven Purple Hearts, 15v ~rcsidentii 1 Unit Citf tions, thirty-
one Distinguished Service Crosses, :=>ne hundred eighty Silver St/ rs, two hundred tna
eighteen Bronze .Sti-rs, sixty~four Division.*.1 Cit; tions gic X ctn tssur.e you thtt t
this ist".is .V i; from etc « "Need more be Sfid 9n. this subject & ,fter 1 -tell you
they hi vt become kno?.n £5 one of the most uecorcted outfits in United States /.riny
history? . ,
Question 3 Grsnting thtt they.hi.vc ntde 1. fine record in the Furopecn
WCr cgf inct Cf.uccsions he% cbout the F .cific the- ter >F'ws.r? 1 hive not been in the
£ 2uth:Pacific £s"yet but X Cin qu "tf sohe >f the. nev.sp.pera in the United States,
articles referring to thi deeds f Awmr;lcf_.iis of JV.p rese.. ..descent in the Pt.cific.

The follovving is en®extract from 1 "L.r Dtpf rtment, Cittti.)n*

"The solaicrls mcdtl;is tv.ffrdt.-d to" Mr ste:r" Sgt, Susarau Toyodt. for heroism tnd.
bravery near Tarokint, Bougt inville, British Soioraon Islrnds, June 29> 1944

The Los Angeles Ncvs"of August 194-4- published the following urticle:

JP erticipttiori of pEn“esc-Aiaer”icMi troppe 7in the conquest of Sciptn Island wts
disclosed yfest€rd(y in "7 report /nnouncing cite tions for six Anieric?n soldiers of
J;.ptnt.se Lnbrstry. " Four of the solaiers, li of v.hon received Bronze Stirs,.? re.
from C Li;forni<<™"

The Chief go Dcily News 1in 2n interviev, vtath M srine Lt*~ Robert .J, Newell
gsvc us this interesting quot<-tion. HThcy hficvc the respect of the marines because
they ?re gojd American soldier3 cnd we.realize, the.risks sthey £re exposed to, in
event thu t they tre c £pturecl by. the enemy* ”” -

The most interesting nev’s item of them £.11 ctne from Sin Frincisco”™ o%n Joe
Rosenthal who on April 195 P™ici this tribute through the Chicago Tribune £nd-I
quote. = NAmerict ns of Jfpt.tiese” cneestry who £.re serving v*ith the Pr-cific Lssmlt
force s htvc project their®loyj Ity to the United St\.tes thru heroism tht.t hts won the
pi*.ise of 111 vho hevc seen them in action. . _...

This %YMcs the messt-g® brought beck from the Pacific tod; y by-Joe. Rosenthel,
iissocii-ted Press phwvtogrc pher;"Wh-j ntde the historic picture of the alLrines raising

the Six rs tnd Stripes t.t the ertter rim of Suribtchi jfter the tlaody 'bs.tt.le
for iMc slx.ncU -

There tre thoustnds of Jcpsncge Ai“ericcns in United States service in 111m
thet te.rs, f, Rosentht1l id in Jn interview.". of .those with mmwhom. erme into con--
tEct lre anxious to"prove their loy*.Ity to. this country. "O0ften their rnxiety is
touching for they volunteer for 11l sorts of dingerousmissions.

-«/ nM£ny ht.ve pi.id irtith their lives, £nd hu.ny ,n?rc h<ve been w ounded,. They hive
done in outstmding job for the lilied cluse end their heroism should be recognizedr-
It his been recognized 0] the nrrinc-. conimi riders virer€ X sew them ine ction tt Gutm,
Peieliu, end \

Rosenthil sj id m~ny of the" pineSe .Amerians in service 1in Europe hc-d clamor-
ed for transfer to the Pacific v.here, lent"to, the tni-rincs, their _linguistic, end
other tolents ecoulti be -put to better use. He "sEid virtuelly 111 \ere-.-serving v»ith :
specie 1l units rather th”n T.ith rchiller fighting uriitsi*l

(mare)



I Give You Amelric&ns "7

These quotations sre very in&.dequsite to stress my point but the many other
things being done "by iimericf..ns of Ji jJenese ancestry of i/vhich h&ve knowledge cé&n-
not be told £.t the present time for reasons of railittry security.

Question No. U arises in every discussion. I don*t object to their return to
C&lifornis but donH you think it would be better to wait unflll after the war? If

remember correctly, the Wer Dept, handled the evacuation of people of J"pé&nese
ancestry* That self s?-me Wrr Dept, hé&s investigated very thoroughly ell people
in Relocation Centers* Some declared their £Illegience to J"pui, some were doubt-
ful ctses c.nd with those the Dept, of Justice will settle# But of those who are
permitted to return to Pacific Coast there can be no doubt. If the V»ar Dept., the
FBI, and Militery Intelligence agree that here is no objection to the return of
Joe Moto, | fail to see vthy some self-styled Horae Front Commando should intrude him-
self into the picture and consistent with the age-old policy of racial intolerance
("which I ht-ve & vague recollection was supposed to be one of the things against
which we are fighting) insist that because of the pigment of the skin snd his an-
cestral background (about which none of us have much choice) that he is an undesire~
able. If the boys of my outfit c n give their lives by the hundreds on the Italian
snd French fronts in some of the coldest, muddiest, bit erest fighting of the whole
wt.r, 1 f~il to see where it is going to lburt the people of California to Illow re-
turned veterans i/vith their families or relatives to come bt<ck to their homes and
take their places in the community. The Vw»ar Dept, hé&s done a magnificent job of
helping to clee.n up Europe end their plans in the Pacific are f&st taking shé&pe. If
Ae} members of the armed forces can piece our lives in their, hands, surely the cilil-
iens can trust their judgment in returning Americans to their homes.

The best snswer of ell, of course, lies in the Haw&iic.n Islands there the
screening wt.s done by the V«or Department on the spot* People of Joptnese ancestry,

friajority rather th n C minority group in the islands, huve lived there several
nds of miles closer to the war then we here in C&lifornia -- have lived there
as loyal citizens both before and sfter Pesrl Harbor.

This particulsr question has other aspects which should be called to public

r ctention. I refer to the livave of violence &nd terrorism on the Pacific Co&st to-
~"rd these returning people. I have shocked meny people ty telling them that they
are hé&nding Japan a big propoganda club with ii\hich to hit us over the head that

u might be giving the J ps s beautiful excuse to torture American prisoners of Viiar*
i Relieve thst there is enough kindness 1in ail of us to rattke th&t possibility un~
3-durable. The long r nge position of the United States in the pe ce to follovi/

Aust be considered tXso. he have m&de our democracy felt throughout the “world*
"friends ~nd enemies kno?v well our capé&city for production, our might on the battle-
elds* .Must we jeopardize our future stending &mong the nations of the world

I-y not pr cticing £t home the Deraocré&tic principles which our battle flags have
carried so f&r afield*™

I feel privileged in having been allowed to serve with the 100th Battalion
&nd the Infantry Regiment, &nd if given the opportunity | would serve with
them egé&in. I am proud of their record &ud proud of the individUcils “ho nsde thiit
record possible. I csk no special privileges for them nor do they. But | do ask
thtt the democratic principles for which they fought to preserve be practised with~
out discrimination or prejudice. Viiith ftir pl y end feir treetment, we CE,n £.nd
we will mcke the United States of America £ nlt.nd of the freeiH
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Y UR SPEAKER HERE ODDAY AT U. S- E. S ,—
WALLACE M M, S. ARUY

2Qj-1¢ MOORE has '"been aroundll He served through the Papuan and
New Guinea campaigns in the Pacific. After over two years
overseas the Army brought him back — to a hospital bed at
W alter Reed, Washington,

S8.1.8. IN THEA 1 He appears here on offlsial War Dept<»
tousiness™ The War Dept., you will recall, was responsible
for removing all persons of Japanese descent (whether cit
zeas ot not) from the Coast in the spring of 1942. Th® idea
was that in case of invasion they would possibly be confused
with the Japanese Army,*.* Even today some people confuse
AffieriGans of Japanese descent with the Jap militarists in
Japan -- but the only points In common are facial resemblances.

SI. KNQWS 1HS JAPANESE* And™ he knows that Hitler rose to power 0©
ratal race hatred. So his interests extend beyond the return
of the evacuated persons of Japanese descent. He is interested
in combating racism on the home front. Racism was the enteiv
ing wedge of the fascists and Nazis. It is based on lack of
knowledge and lack of understanding*

3ISE  ;SElI ("nee-say™) are American-born persons of Japanese ances-
trye Their parents, if born In Japan, are Issei (,fee-sayll)e
The Nisei are UnitStates citizens. Ihe Issei, like many
others of Oriental birth, are not peiroitted under our natural-
ization laws to become citizens, regardless of proved loyalty#

SOVE 0001 Issei and Nisei (2/3 of than Nisei) Were evacuated from
California three and a half years ago* ow all are free to
return or go anywhere; except those at Tule Lake who asked for
repatriation or expatriation. AIll WRA relocation centers =
desert camps or barracks in most cases — are closing down,
ana the last one (except Tule Lake) will close by Dec* 15,
There are already over 5,000 returnees™ in Los Angeles County

but the number is much lees than before the war. More than
half of all those evacuated have resettled in eastern states.

lij JAPAN Col. Moore taught, in days of peace, at Tokamatsu College
of Commerce (Koto Shogyo Gokko). In the United States he has
been, at times, a football and basketball coach; was at Culver
M ilitary Academy for 5 years; and at the time he was called t
active duty as an officer of the 30th InfantrK Regiment at the
Presidio, San Francisco, in 1940, he was on the fsicultiy of
Univ# of California at Berkeley, his home. From the Presidio
he v/ent to G-eneral Staff Intelligence in Washington, and fjoin
there, to the Pacific, accompanying the first contingent of
Nisei soldiers to serve In all the operations in the Pacific*

SE v/ihat we've been fighting for. He knows what we are
fighting for today * on the home front. He knows that
IAmericanism is not a matter of race or ancestry, and never
was -- Americanism is a matter of mind and heartsl

PREJUDICE, discrimination and exploitation are every-day battles on
the personnel-employment front.1 Ihe Nisei veterans, and so
too the veterans of other races who served with distinction
in the United States armed forces, come back to find that some
employers™ and some fellow employees, are not regarding them
on the basis of their ability and merit, "but on a basis of
race and ancestry. This is not Americanism.1 This, says Col*
Moore, "is not what we were fighting for."

COL™ MOORE w ill carry on from there) Take over, Colonel*

T For TT,S.E«S™ Distribution at Col» 11100re* s Talks November _1945"
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ADDRESS BEFORE SAN FRANCISCO COMMO ALTH CLUB ON
FRIDAY NOON, NOVEMBER 30,1945,
BY LIEUT « COL. WALLACE H. MOORE.

NISEI"IN INTELLIGENCE AI'ID COUNTER INTELLIGENCE
Mr* Chairman, members of the Coramonvrealth Club of California:

Just ab.Jut eight weeks ago, your speaker went to Camp Roberts under the 1im-
pression that he was about ready to be discharged* I was at he Headquarters of he
Infan ry Replacemen Training center when he Hxecu ive Officer sent for me* He had
a French style elephone® umed away from his moivbhl/hen | reported. He said, "Ifcor%
he P Depsirtmen is on the line. They want you to go ori a sixfcy-day speaking toure"
1 replied, UCO10nel,I1*m jus about ready to get my discharge my employer in Berkel”r
haa asked me to return as soon as possible, 1 have been in the army for nearly five
years, | have 132 points and donH know anything about speaking®*ll He turned the telo-
phone back and said, "~Ho” available|n so thatTs tli® reason I*m herol

The War®" Department could not have given me a more interesting, more stimula-
ting3 a more challenging assignmen in this country than this sixty-3ay our cm he
Test Coast has been* My purpose and tho purpose of tho War Department in directing
*:fvb 1 accept your: iirvitations o speak is place before you as simply as possio e
a. fw fac Faots relating o- group of ci i1zens JL joined with hgse
of us who were called in o active service, iri hO Army ajid who mad® outstanding oon-
tributions award "winning the war*

When 1 was ordered from the 30 h Infantry right ou here at he Presidio of

San Francisco to the G-2 or Military Intelligence section of the General Staff in
Washing on in the spring of 1941, one of* .tho obvious weaknesses was the lack of
translators and interpreters of Japanese for War DOparfcuent and. Combat Intelligence¥*
Bf you have "been reading®he papers recently the aoouraojr of this statement 1is tragi "
cally emphasized. The fable of OrganizatidH called for ten translators and interpret
lo.rs for each division. We didn"t have a sufficient number to provide one for each *
uro"spec 1ive ..division.” Therefore after oarof"ul consideration, an intelligence and
lar*guagd =—=Shool was established a he Presidio of San. Francisco in Sep emberl1”f 194°
n*n*enr-eceding Pearl Harbor# To this school “7ere sent about 60 Americans of Japanese
ancestry most of whom had splendid educa ional backgrounds both in his coun ! and
5n QOrapan. Yes, we used Kibei# Kibei, as you know, aye Nisei or second genera ion
Japanese ho returned o Japan and "then came baok to this coimtry* We found, that
those _ Ore in Japan for only tvo or three years were as onal o this country as,
anyone elsee

Many of these students were dual oitizens. For your information, there was a
iual citizenship bill sponsored by the War Department, introduced in Congress in
October,1941,and passed by the House of Representatives in November of that year*
This bill provided for the same screening process that was carried out by® he Amy
and tho Deparianent of Justice after rG.lo"ca ion* Boforo the Senato could consider
the bill, Pearl Harbor was sti*uok«

At the time of Pearl Harbor, our intolligGnce school vtas well organized* Then
ther whole problem of Reloca/bion of Americans of Japane e ances ry and alien Japanese

arose# The justice or injusticQ of Reloos."fcion is beyond "bh® scope OF this discussion*
It is sufficient to say that mass relobation from the Hawaiian Islands a much more

(more)



ADDRESS BY LIEUT. COL* WALLACE H# MOORE BEFORE COMOMEALTH CLUB-11/30/45 -- 3» n

stra egic area e i/ms not carried but* Suffice i also o say that 300,000 Gem m
aliens and 695,000 Italian aliens, who were eligible for citizenship but did not havg
the interest or inclination or education to take out citizenship papers, ivere not
molested in any way*

The task of the War Relocation Authority has been "a difficult one from the be-
ginning because the Department of Interior v/as not responsible for the evacuation in.”
the first place” inspite of the mis-information many people in the western states
have regarding this fact. ‘

The Army has accomplished many things during this war of vAiioh we are exceed-
ingly .proud. From the point of view of the Array v/e were glad to get out from under
on iie .pro.blem of relocation*

1"fey | here ooimnend thos® who are responsible fo'r carrying Oll in this most dif**
fioult task in protecting the constitutional rights of this racial minority*

eIn September of 1942, orders cam© thr5ugh for me. to join the .Headquarters of
w6 .First Corpse s* "tlio I'efiuss"fc of General RobGrl/ L EiCtiGlborgor id,io hcxd fonnorly
ccnrmanded ttie 30"fch Infantry Regimen"fc a*v the Presidio® Tho first: group of Americans
cC Japanese ances ry3 graduates of he ii.vfceilligcsnce school acc awpanied us o "bho
Boathy/est Pacific “rea These Americans realized that nearly everyone on the boat
was suspicious of their-aotion-S and skeptical of any .good results tl?ey could accom—
pii h Buis the meinbers of* *bhis group v/ere imbued vrith "bh©O spirit of America
tore determined to prove their worth®and/loyalty under all circumstances.

May. 1 give you jus a iIkidenis?

EarI~Tlin the Buiia campaign” it was obvious that the AiTiarican Division commit-
ted initially, along vjlth "the Australians, v/as having great difficulty defeating and
dorroroyiiig "tho Japanese forces*" One reason for ."this T/as t;h6 lack of fo Q and. anidlni*"

Another reason was-the-scarcity of inforimtion concerning the enemy. Whan
mida Commanding General of ™the 1 Corps v/as ordered into acbion, he "took-with hiti.a
Kma*"tl nucleus of only three Americans “of Japanese ancestry and one Caucasian language
offi O.r« For obvious reasons,.very few ;Nips were being <ta.ken prisonere The informa-
tion Vie obtained initially had t “oor.ie"from captured documents* -0On (ne occasion, a
pieoe of paper not as large -asmour hand was found on a dead Japanese officer, Oh~
this paper vas uTitten in wSoshow or "*grass ".:ritlng,] = a kind of shorthand - the time
of a Japanese attack-the following morning#, One"of these Americans of Japanese an»
cestry# then a "fc.echniod.X sergeant, now a captain, vras able to translate this v/riting

and impari: iiMie infonna-"fcioii obtained. his coinmandiiig general# The next moining was
like shooting ducks. The enemy attack vras repulsed vdth heavy.losses and led eventu-
ally to a"compaet® American victory in" the battle. Tlie Coramanding Genera fho, 1

might add, had been somewhat skeptical about using three Nisei, called this sergeant
before him and said; ""Sergeant, in your ability to translate that" small document,
you have saved the lives" of hundreds of your fellov® Americans

If this wei*e an isolated incideiifc.’'Wo Gould dismiss Pt a&s one of the exception-

al experiences in war# Bill;iij happened not one®, nor "twice, but hundreds of times
mth the result that thousands of the live® of our Americans of Caucasian ancestor
ytqvg saved*

Late,p op"vfe loaned the Australian Army a number of our-Americans of Japanese
ancestry* They placed four or* five enlisted men as. guards, .around each one to assure
mfdsb no untovrard incident “"uvould ake place in regard o, 1l

I reineiiiber* one Australian iirbeiligoiice' bfficer* (Mlling in and sayingj You
know those bloody Japs you blokes loaned to ub e—u

(more)



~YcS) Tptefc about them? 1 asked#

"Gs"d, but; "they e good ”’vras his reply.

I later explained to him tha ho only differe e of opinion | held

that
it was not Japs that Tie had loaned them but Americans — of Japanese ancestry.

One other organization that vras in the super-secret category previous
Day was st1s, the Allied Translator Interpreter Sebtian, c” o0s@f re®"@~da™ d
from the iimy,. Navy and Air Corps of Great Britain, Australia, Cana”a#
the United States, Think of suoh a United Nations Organization early m our ~ ~ th
Japan — all of them depending for basic work on Americans — Americans of Japanese
anoestry.

I wish | could give you clear pic ures of prisoner inter”~g”"ti, f the

.mountains of documents translated, of the vrork of Nisei with radiQ and i?ud

and of pamphlets witten in Japanese. The oontribution m the psyo.hologioal ~ f-re
Phase alone rras invaluable. As early as the Buna campaign they began n
printing leaflets to be dropped over, thO enemy lines* Originally the value of

leaflets wos questioned, but as the War proceeded their, effectiveness became 10ro and
-m0-3 apparent! Believe it or not, Emperor Meiji, who is still revered by the Japanese
People: waS the s ject of a nuniber of these pamphlets. remember

soldiers in the Japanese Amy oould he a.mre® Ever

y effort was made to make these
leaflets absolutely true

They .re used with increasing frequency, particular”
rlirring ttie last days of our raids qvO# Japsn#

May X give you one illustration of havr prisoner interviev/s GONdN ted e
Picture a crude table about three by five in a tent. On orM s”™ao o e *SP7sits
an ionerican of Japanese ancestry in a serseant*s uniform.. On the other side, sits
a Jap prisoner v/ho has been trained to fight ruthlessly™ fanatically® sayagely

H
is very sullen at first. In Japanese thO convarsation goes along soreetaxrife like
thl s Tlis Amerioan asks: In wheoXDivision Q.r0 you?

As  Th.8 22nd«

Q: Where 1is your, home ?

A Kochi
, 0 In Shikoku?

A Yes,

0 Remember the cherry treos along the east end of Main Street?

A Yes* They are the most beautiful in Japan*

Ye"s, | agree. | v/as there once* T-fhat time is Jour Banzai attack, in the

morning?
A Three Av M*
Q How many in your family?
A Five

(more)



ADDRESS BY LIEUT* COL, WALL/iCE H. MOORE BEFORE COMMCEALTH CLUB-11/3 /45
Q: Do you like to go to the theater?

As Yes, | do.

4+N t luGQ 1id thistP ~ sofer seem to realize that in, gilding the time of the Ban-

n.
z, C ,/e nex” he vi&s giving the one bit of essential information for
Anicn the other statomonts v~re merely the framev/ork* The Japanese did not train

,e r s? Giiors as to what they should say in case v/ere captured* We wore train”’
? < Nank and serial number and nothing else* The Japanese assumed that

“neir solaiers vrere never captured. I hope they will ccntinue under that assumption

if wO e\"er have to fight them again.

« 1 ~ surs th~ y U Tirill not think that thQ activities of the Americans of Japa-

the xrtT7QS™ 7 t0 intelligence and counter intelligence activities during
thflv Qhn-h Of c<ufse ~ the pa ifi Theater they Xieve shot at more frequently than
0 tyJ * B. 111 patrolS5 ~ searohing out ca-ros, in contacting the enemy through-
out the oampaiGns of the Southwest Paoific and in liberating our OMI prisoners in
spLer = =:PS, h_ 17&1 . f USht Td h 0 courageous and in-
20 onn in EUr pe. Irl s 01 to y uno You see# v/e had over
A gee N Seilll ghe AN , The 442~d Regimental Combat Team is our most decorated
f V i r al ne OUld eive hem a glorious PaSe in he
f 22 _ in ha Oa— 1ign tha the 442nd y to he res-
j | 1 . the 36th DivisiGn ch —=
hl ~ G A days the rosoue v,as accomplished but ,,ith

- 1 25 thref tlmes the number of thOi”~ Caucasian ilmerioan comrades they rescued.
Y.S that tho Trork”of torioans or ~Japs®? ?faS that tho t/ork of loyal or disloyal

No.r.cans.. T'fhat is their mossago to you? One of thorn sent a meGslge - sont it

T 11 R * —
nX LI ans f - Ui}/ncestry who had both alegss %hot offlyin t]he C\f'osges campaign”

Pr r ~ S~ Sh Wa o don t fare ~at .Mppens to us; "us-t don?t push our fmilSs

d a® home.i » mn”" Yy nf they arQ asking for preferential treatment of any

t,,
- like

kmci, - They just vmnt to be treated just like other people in this coimtry

iTii~inri fLtanS# & Ilttle t ask when they have c” tributed so much toxmrd the

to on-r the® of Japanese ancestry nade notable contributions

Ei8Y are oonthinUmg to assi8FehhE§RGGng Tthe pelagé’__intelligence and

in conba g:bu

Kr*“er htnt ~ t h 7°@ 8T ~ +the papers v/here Gene” I Eiohelberger and General

latter \ t r *ors fron hl£her headquarters to seize 22 banks 1in Japan. The
if vouknt fIGINCu ™ f Genian mioeGtry of-tho generation, an Issei
of nen FIS~AinS under i”erxcans of Geman ancestry vdth Aneri £fuis’
S an collaborators and with, as I ~ infomed
Ata” an ai"oestry vanning the first Congrossional Jfedal of Honor in
; ; 1/ :0 Lerals ordered seize these banks. You do t
v barksfrh! SN Q way jOSSG took the first national in Northfield, Min*,

i..~ota. You aon”t just rush up in Holly”Tood cinema style and stick a gim through the

your fmgonnon thero before you put the am on then*

c. {m fw- > T r W p.

to roadTheM~ pa t N @s ription, vory few in our Country avero able
X 1 " hif th N_T h Ani i
°©ss Py o rrym” out such alrj1 OI!dorr[ Natu‘]?a ?9 §96%rntsQnooossary tgdbonlasb reart|oon

(noro)
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fead the records of the banks5 to speak to the individuals controlling the banks} to
say nothing of the acUial medhanxos accompanying the seizure# The contributions of
iunerioans of Japanese ancestry 17re invaluable* Rooently an Intelligence Officer re-
ceived credit for seizing 80,000 carats Ot diamonds, platinum and other precious me-
tals* WO vdio hav® served.as Intelligence Officers kaow that it is necessary to work
thru the G-2 or Military Intelligonoe Section of the Staff# The spade work is done
primarily by Americans of Japanese ancestry*

Again Trhen oouator-in“bolligeiice tdttnis \vlr® oroditsd with seizing 26 Nazi spies
in Japan,ive Imovv that these counter-inteliigence teams would not b« very effective
vd.thout the assistance of Ataericans of Japanese ano*st3?y* You and I could try as
diligently as possible to look like Orientals | M€ would hardly bo successful even vdth
the assistance of Holl”ood touoh~up artists* Her©® WE had in our Country a minority
group consisting of less than 0010 tenth of one percent of the population of oux* Coun»
try, vAiich constituted a military assot# the value of v/hich was entirely unloio”™n pre-
vious to the War*

The taslc of reeducating and indoctrinating 110 Japanese people ha b gun*"
A vast army of Amerioajo. G«l#*s of all ancestries"are going about the countryside of
Japan amod and u : -~ making friends;—/mch is .always the ba3is of rue
understanding be”~/oen naricynsj I submit to you that vre jaecd r;ore of this typo of app}
pro&chc But there are vasi; and dilficult jpr bitm to solve. . As you c?i see, the
contribution of these Amerioanr. of Japanese ancestry 1i.s Ossentia.i.f, bat of theia have
sufficient points, to ccmo homQfi Essential categories havo been r-cducryd since V-J Day]|
Those bdys think and act just as you and I vrould utider ths circ:ims ar.oo« How would
you foel if you Tsre oversaas and heard that your family in this coTmfciy was being
m hiscrimiiiated agains Oux* one :plea is for us in this country to work unitedly for
pormanent peace inside and outside’of our courrfcry as vie worked unitedly for victory
in \mre 1s it too much to ask for# "vthea vre need mutual tolerance, mutual respect and.
mutual kindness as the first steps tov/ard winning the peace?

To express it in the vernacular we in the Amy would request tha *don*t
upset the applecartt until our job in tho iVrmy is done#

It has been my privilege to sp®ak to groups of Americans on hO "west coasli
from Southern Ca lifornia to Northern Washington* ThO attitude of the vast majority
of our follow citizens in mfd®O Wos*fc is ono of which wo can all b® proud# When infomc,*
tion in rogard to the contribution of Ainsriocuis of Japanese ancestry is givon to th” m#
they show an enthusiastic willingness to do theii* bit in winning the peaoec«

The churches and schools in the throO vrestern states it has been my"privilege
to visit have been outstandingly intelligent and liberal in their attitudef Ui ex-
oeption to this was on® high school”™ xicfc in. California, where ft Nisei had baen slapped
across the face Vith a tennis shoe¥* 111 just as friendly O-maimer as possible, 1 ex-
plained to that student body the contributioa mad©® by /iji“ricans of Japanese axioestry

to the war effort and their importance in v/inning th® peace# The principal himself
had out of the armed services only a short ti.ms and was most cooperative* There
seems to have 1iDeeii a considerable chang® in that high sohool because the airfca®ouisiii

has disappeared and all the studoxies ar®© moro friendly* Early this week# | received
word that one of tho Nisei students had written to the District Ropresentatives that

"Colonel Moor©® brought kindnoss to oCir hi“i school”~® If | had received no other com-

mondation during the past two months, thia Nisoi*s unconscious conanendation would bo
more than on ample reward for thqg efforts that have bO0Oll made*

Up in Yolo.County rocontly it was my privilLege to talk with a member of tho
Board of Supervisors. Although ho had an English ncono, ho obviously vms Irish from
tho top of his hoad to tho bottom of his foot* Hg said, ""You know this TJholo minori-
ties quostion intorost® mo vory much* About twenty yoars ago *wo woro dumping tho
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rucks contstining Chinese irege ables and other commodities into he river. We had a
meeting one nigh€ and a big awyer* from Sacramento addressed use The firs thing he
said Y/as; TBoys, letls get rid of the Chinks and then Te can start in on the Irishl,n
This Irish chairman of She nee ing very soon lost his en husiasm for get ing rid of
the MChinks,u as they -./ere called.

There have been some efforts made o boycott.Americans of Japanese ancestry
and friendly aliens iylio are re urning o the "West Cdast* Original effor* s to prevent
buying from and selling to this group are falling doivn rapidly. On® store in a com-
muni y up north-had the most business "last mon li it. had ever had because, it refused
to participate in any such baycott* . Vit

It is no a comnontary tha those of us tho % re son overseas for months and
years toprotecttheiouerdGan“"wayoflife find 1 necessary o defend the same ioneri-
can rray of life when viO reach horae? That we find it necessary to defend i from a
small but significantly vocal minority of our people? Intolerance 1is whatever form
is an enemy of freedom* You v/ill find veterans of his War tolerant of every hing
except intolerance. Those at home as v/ell as hose overseas worked and fought to~
ge hei to achieve victory in.dmar* We cannot permit dofeat in peace»

During this discussion, | have made every effort to emphasize the past and
prese"nt interests of the Army in tho /onericans of Japanese ancestry, I have not men-
tioned tlie desirability - of an attitude of good sportmanship, nor our obligation for
a job woll done, nor our am ijtudes as Christian mon and women, nor the provisions for
minoritios in the basic larr of ur lands, tho Constitution of the United States# Ho,
I have 110 “Hvavod. tho flag” Bu tw take our oath of allegiance to that flag#
and say "with justice and liborty for alln, I submit that wo mean .FOR LL
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Before the U, S. Employment Service.

. - . . r1 1 e . N - .
N.(5TE:114t*. Col, Moore has !been around"™ e He served through .the. Papuan and.

New Guinea campaigns in the Pacific, After, over 2 years overseas the Army brought
him back -- to.a hospital bed at l;al er Reed Hospital, Washington, D. C.
i < . * [T} [ ]

He holds degrees from Stanford, Harvard and TtWO o.ther colleges,—but he is- the,
opposite-.of the usual conception of a man who has spen much ime in .universities,
for he is rugged extrovert -- physically fit, energetic, on his toes 3and: up.vtf
he utimrfce in flatters that concern the nmn ip the street..

di”s. p~rst .experience included®"5 y®ars at Culver Miii ary; Academy; football
and basketball coaching; ana .teaching in Japan at he T.okamatsu College 9f Gomraerce <
(Koto .Shegy™ Gokko).

In 191]Q, hile on the. faculty of the University of* California (Berkeley) hqg

was QaXled to acti-W duty as an .fficer of the o th Infantry Regiment at the
Presidio, San Francisco#

From there he went to General Staff In elligence 1in Washingtion, D« C, Soon
he was sent .overseas, accompanying the first contingent-of Nisei soldiers, to serve
in all .the opera 1ions in the Pacific, . . . oum,

He fought side by aide -with the Nisei under his copng,nd he came to know
the Americans of Japanese descent in the Army, as he had knovm them in his home -
state of California, and as he now knows them as they reloca O in California in
these pos -war montiis* He. found_them lo”yal. He found them Americans* Hq ;f und
them worthy of the: suppor of al;real Americans Mjto carry on ,tri ,110r*"-front fi~ht
agains dicta orsff. p,. the same ":figh .t.hat Col. Moore and his fe-Xlow Americans
carried On in the Pacific agains he enemy.

Yiihat, he hab to .say is .said as (an rmy. officer on n official War. Department
tour of the “es*t coa.st, "but the,Gojonel accepted tkis assxgnmOnt- of his o"vn free

will, "bel"ieying deep, Iin" his hear .hat he had an obl~gat;10n to tell the hemie frop
the story of the, Nis.ei soldiers in the.U, S, Army as. he had seen and-understood it
himsel f* .- N t
e | e« . o - . - R
................................................. . VAR | "

Here, I was with my 132 points”®, .ready to. go back”™ to niy old j bl anticipating
my discharge, from the Army* I"he execut.jLve office-r called me in and said® ."~CoX#
Mc;»re,.t.he War Departmeri i/s on tho line, .fr.o; Wa.shington, .They mwant you for a
sixty-day speaking t .ur.n 1 said MX don*t knov/ anything about speaking#n “Hie
executive officer turned back: to the phone and said, THeVs available!T, So hc*re .1
am* Buf don=: h}nk Pm not glad. 0"have ke _.oppor pnity.of doing this .assigfte.nt*

Xtfs a pleasure to be here* b -

a m" ; « -, *

You of the U. S.tEmployment Service are meeting prejudice, discriminatiofi
and exploitation every day on the personnel and employment frontg* Itfs.doubtle ss
an old story to you — the employers ask for this or that color, creed, nationality
or race., I1°ve heard they will call you up and ask for a red-haired girl, not und@r
20 »or over 21f with six years experience, and she must "be personable — and for
what salary? You know the wages some employers pay Vthy should hey feel they
have any right to discriminate? -

Y u have a poster quoting federal law on non-discrimination. It says that
war jobs should uo be subject, to OOnsidera ions of race? creed or color. Ye in e

ene way or,,a.no.ther employers specified not only color, race and cropd but also ng9
and other characteristics that had na "bearing on he"job

. - ] - . . "
They hired not on individual ability, basod on experience and background,
but on race — sheer prejudice# Prejudice handed dcwri, of long standing* Unthink-

ing prejudice, unspoken prejudice,."bu . here nevertheless.

A.nd wh~?  We are all Americansf Hitler rose o.powqr in Germany on tho
slogan”™ MDcwn. with the Jews#1l There are pqtty Hitlers in all countries Y"ho use as



their opening wedge toward totalitariariism "Dcvm .with " Dovm with this or that
tace — whichcvGr IMinority hfippens '"fo "“fere one in "bhe loco.1l spotilight#

And his discrimina ion beeames exploit?® ion and in time race riots and
pogroms ensue, and eveirbually *there is war#

All because in the beginning someono hired people oh the basis of col»r
spocifyiiig a doadline shad6l X "toll you thcl-t %he, color v I”Americanism is not? a
ma er of skin.

I know that par icularly from my experi nee ivi h the Niseii These Americati
citizens, of Japanese descent are Americans in the mind and hearty That»s what
Americanism is.. It fs riot a mattei* ofvrace or fencestry* Vic- didn”t fight 1in *the
Pacific to set up prejudices that wuld foi*m the Jaasis for World Tar 1111 n

°e . - o oo » [e - E——

One cpse ip the South Pacific that cam forcibly o my at enUoh was that

involTing .a.-oneuiy officer — _ Jfxpaneso .bfficor*® On. him wsxs i.ound”o. sino-XI
piech of ..paper"little larger .than a cigarette, paper# Written on it. in Msosho”™ Or *
Tgrass writing® was the tirne of a Japanese atltack scheduled for the .ne?ct morning*.
An American soldier of Japanese ancestry -r- a. Nisei technical sergeant, now d -.
captain -- was able to translate it. The information went to the American coirmand”
ingmeneral”® and th next morning the enemy attack was repulsed-mth heavy losses
to the enemy”, leading eventually to d complete American victory in .the battle”

. T% con™nanding general tribu € to his Nisei by sa ing to

him: ""Sergeant, .in your abili_tfy to translate that gmall documenij, you have., saved
he lives of hundlreds of your fellow A rioans/ Z Mul iply _hat; inoidon _by a th u-
sand and yqu get an idea of v~hat the loyalty of those Araeric.a-ns of Japanese-descent
has-ineant to us.

Atrocities hnve been®"cornmittod "by the Japanese Amy, and they are still fresh
in eur minds. But if we hold to the premise that the citizens of Jo.pan and Germany
are primarily responsible for such atrocities, then Me must agree to accept equal
responsibility for the actions of OUH citizens in the United States*

oil you t;ho/lb American soldiers from the Pacific respepi; ho loyalty 6f*

these Americans- of Japanese <«an.eeatry». I imagine you .read in October tho statement
by Gen*- Joseph ¥# Stilwell, commander of the United States 10th Army, from iJww
Delhi, 1Indian He was quoted in the CBI Roundup, the GI newspaper in the.lndia
theater <£* war. He said: ,

1The Nisei bought an-awfSal big hunk of America with their blood. You*re
damn right those Nisei boys have a place in the American heart,, now and forevere
And | $ay we soldiers ought to form a pickaxe club to protect Japanese Americans

who fought the war m th us. Any time- we-see a barfly commando picking on “bhese
kids Y discriminating against them, we ought to ba.ng them over the head with a
pickaxe. ITinwilling to bo a charter member, cannot allow a single injustice
be done to the Nisei without defeating thO purposes for which we fought

Thon there is the famous 100th Battalion of*the®~ d Infantry Combat Team —
tha most ecoPated unit in U. S. l,aiitary History, is the way e bar Department

describes* that 100th BattaXion It fought through the hot-,, dry battles .of lItaly —
at Anzio and. through the terrific hand-to-hand struggles with the Gormans, over 1im-
passable rivers and through .impossible mountains# Over 14,000mPurple Hearts

.“tha-t*s the number the 1442d Infantry earned. It was- composed entiroly-of

from California and Hawaii mostly* "Tho last record X saw showed that the 442d was
awarded 5 Distinguished Unit Citations, Distinguishe.d Service Crosses, 13 Le.gxons
ofi.Merit, ?)jQ Silver Stars, 579 Bronze Stars, 62 Division Commendations and a
Of-othex dQoorations — the grand total was over 1,5 <f thenm,

m " The"Hisei ih the United States Army todayaro a military as.qet. , They mil be
needed 1in .Japan a long time in our army®"of occupation. They do the interpreting
and the intelligence work. -

Many of thorn were trained at the Army!s most unusual school at Ft, SnelXing,
Minnesota. It was a top secret until after V-J Day* It tms thO military intelli-
gence. service language school at Pb. Snelling, which started four years ago and has
graduated some 14,000 students, mostly Japanese-Americans, who now serve in the
United States Army* This disproves the claim of some that Japanese-Amerioans could®
not be trusted. Tlhy, there has not 1)0en one single case of disloyalty on the part
of the Japanese-Arnericans in the S. Army *%e and thei*9 are or have "been 23,000

serving .in ~ur Army¥*

Our officers who had Japanese-Americans under them have been in a position
many times where it mwould have been easy for the enlisted mfm o pu a "bullet

through the ribs of his officer, That happeneti in th® first world war a go#d
many Americans didn” like their officers, and in the heat of battle they”took. a



shot at them.- Bu .no Japanese-American evqr did that*-

* " . -
These Nisei soldiers were never known to malinger. They never reported sick
unless they were unable to stand They.gpt out"of hospital beds before they were

released, they were so anxious to get back in the figh "ing

Graduateg of that Ft* .Snelling schpol ranslated .the entire Japanese battle
plans for the Naval battle of the Philippines. The plans v/ere cap ured with
Admiral K ga, then commander-in-chief of the combined Japanese fleets” They also
translated he pomplete Japanese, plan for the defense .of he Philippines I»ng be-
fore our forces landed on Leyte. These Nisei graduates of F < Snelling frequently-
worked so rapidly and accurately that American artillery was dropping shells oh
enemy command posts within a fow minutes after Jap papers were obtained,e

- .™Mie War .Department cites dozens of instances like those*. Tho official
records show in.niam -rable ac s of heroism "where he Nisei onco and for all proved
their loyalty t .the United States*

Corporal Terry Doi; distinguished himself on wo Jima by going into cave after
cave with only a flashlight and knife to persuade, hidden Japs to surrender*

Sgt* Kaz Kozaki,, a former instructor at Ft* Snelling, won a silver star for
rescuing an American Army officer under fire when they wore attacked during a land-*

ing #n New Guinea. Eiichi Sakuye rescued a British officer under fire and alsp
won p. silfve.r stare Sg < Kenji Yasui won a silver star at Myi kyina*. ...Ith two tther
volunteers he swra.m. across a river, persuaded 13 Japs on an island-to surrender after
two others had O.e ki led and a?10"ther tried to kill both himself and Yasui# .
t - ; e

The Nisei soldiprs in the United States Army rro a military. f;sse.t» They ivill
be needed in Japan a long time* If thoir relativoS on tho T» st Coast arc.mis-

treated in any way, the morale of these Nisei soldiers in our arniy of occupation,
will be undermined* They v/.ont be able to do their beat vrorv.,

Tjien there 1is Xech« Sgt. BOn Kuroki, the Boy from Hebrasi“c.. Perhaps you*ve
heard Gen* Mark Clark®"s famous speech to the Nisei soldiers in Italy, Ho said:
nThe #l44 Regimeri is proud of you —America is proud of you,M Jh have reason to
b© proud <T t*iat American named Ben Kurolci* Liko Sg < Ifeink Gosho, his blood is all

red. Itls American blood. Born, in Hershoy, Nebraska, he flow 58 missions as an
air gunner over Europe and Japan — yes, Japan, HO wears he Distinguished Flying
Cross with two clusters, he Air Medal h six, Pacific Theatre Ribbon with tv/o
stars, and the ETO ribTppn ivi }V six;* Some MJapMl And when that Nisei so-ldior was
in Denver recently he v/as called a nJapll- - ua lousy Japn — by a taxi driver *s
fare who said ainft gonna ride in no taxi with no lousy Jap,M Xt is not on

record hat the man iwho callQd him thas had ever served his country in any way com-
parable to Ben Kurokils s.ervice 0 hese United .States of America”

The propor ion of Nisei in the U, S* Army, in comparison to the number TF e
Nisei in the United States of Army”age, is as high or higher than the proportion of
all Americans* There were only 95,000 Japcmese, mo h Is e-i."-- the Japanese, born -
«and Nisei, or Americana-born, 1in California, at the ime they were evacuated in he
spring of 1972. Now a the "VIRA centers in the 10llely deserts and wind swept
plains of the mountain sta es are cldsing, and in December of his year, 194b,
.last will close, and then all the Nisei and Issei mil again be- just as you and ,
subject to liberty and,justice for alii <But only onee hird of the ~ T000 who vrere
in California will be back here. The rest have resettled in Illinois and other
eastern states* They find that ;thope states have a difWeren"t: idea of Americanisnm
than we have in California® CaXifornia, you mil romeaiber, the state r/here
Chinamen, a hundred years ago, Were shot on sight — you know the expression "
Chinamanls 6hancen* , - m

a

. Why*vere tho Japanese oYac.ua od evicted, "removed, .tossed .o.u - of
California in 1911522 Beenuse then We .expe.c ed an., invasion,. Seems unbelief, ole, out
Californians were"convinced then.-.th& le Japanese navy.and army were about O
pounce on our shorese And a . mf .Californ.igns 'moved inlandV. .So he Arr/
reasoned, that, in-case of invasion, h.e.Japanese Americans, would be confused with
the enemy. Hence they ordered,them all out of California on g fow days notice*
They w re. gu.il y of nothing -_..-.&.ccused of nothing — charged with nothing*, “bccept
hat they had Japanese facesl Kell, now they are coming Sack,.. O take up whero
they left off. But, it*s no. "bed of rosesv Most of them are broke home loss, job-
lesse You can correct. he job situatior;.. Y u kr*ow they are hard-working, c¢>>n-
scientious people*. And you know tha while manym hink Japanese iirnerioruis are
primarily gardeners and farmers and household workers, actually hey are among some
of the most skilled"professions*-

The Army, the FBI,.military and naval intelligence have alle es if*ied hat

Qpanes.e American was at any time -w "before, during -after Pearl Harbor
either in Ifewaii or in the United States T)r per — guilty of any; sabo age* .N*t.-one



single easel But there were a lotsof sabaté&ge cases Evolving those f german and
Italian descent -- and a lot more invoivitig just®plain 100" Americanst
e . . .
Every one of the returning. JaoanGfe. Americang,.b® h ssei and J7sei . hat"

are here or cominp* bnck to Cplifornia havfe been 0OK”~"by the .for e The =

Department of Jus ice is now in cliarge &, such mat ers and they o0 have put their

stamp of approval on these re urning Am Wicans of -Japane.sQ ancestry
- er L.

You have a situation in Southern California today .whore there are,a lot of..
jobs o”eQ”.”but also, judging from job insurance figures which are at an all-time .

peak, .you have considerable ujieiiipl iTUGnt duo ,.to shipyard and aircraft cutbacks "and e

layoffse Then there, are many returning veterans who are unable to. find a hom®, and*
until they do find a place .to live they.cKi”™t arrangG to. go to work*

The,Japanese-Americ.ans are citilzgn"s and as suclv.ar"e.acpepta®ble..
service, waterfront and other-eiriploymerit,,i just as are-other A-mari Qris# ,”ho .ilssoi™ *
or Japan-born, are mostly over 5 years £ age* They are not citizens, because our

law doesnl permit most Oriental-born people to bee— <citizens.no matter how loyal.
But .they are the fathers and mothers of tliose 23,000 Nisei soldie.rs \vho -hav$”
proved their loyalty the hard way. Four thousand Purple Hearts 1in .one unit, is the
hard way, as see 1|

"You know what _would have happened to these Nisei soldiers. if thoy .had be’ri-
~“caught by the enemy. Some were.-. Slow tgk"ture,. Not only that, but ,they sto @(.a
chatice of being mistaken, by their ovm men for the enemy and sh,ot" dovin.in Orror-f

But more than that t- they®kne”. that baok here in California their parents wore <

being held in-concentra.tion camps — the MIA.--calls them relocation centers, but -
they have barbed wire around them just the same and are barracksilonely, desolate,
wi-nd-,s"wep'b- and dus*by* And whsn "they cf\me back "bo Calii rni?A# -»b.ile Host:
Californians "have an inborn sense of sportsmanship, .there are som® petty iiitlors
wh« to.ok pot shots at them, pushed .them around, imds it h rd for them to. make g

living* That., ladies, and gentlemen, 1is not Americanien* Xt is not vjhat. ?/0 fought

for* is not what we cftine "back to find -- we are shocked o lind t;ha ne
spirit; of dictatorship 1is abroad, in,the lang, even though it is suppr.essQd*
. . - #TT -1

In spite of all"this, those..Nisoi have remained loyal Americans» “They have .

risen above and beyond the call of duty to prove to us other Americans that they
knew not only the les ter but he: spirit, of what our ancestor iought £or a 1ley

Forge* - »

You 11 find tiia these Nisei are modes and racious They have no
reseirtiiiezri ,110 chip on “their shoulders.

There have bee-la. few professional Jap-haters in California who like Adolf
and Benito capitalized on the ignorance of the prejudiced, .Galifornia has all
kinds of peoplei

*Th.ere oirptiiiari®inore Nisei fallen on the field of battle gave all they
had to their epuntry. Beneath the. .soil in which they poaoeTulXy lie”a bitter-
battle was waged .a few months ago* Today on the home front, that battle carries fn*
It is the" fight against intoleraneev V m .-

Fror the Nisei, the™war 1is not over, *They havo.the --peace to. vdn — in Japan,
To t*hem the Emperor of Japan, is not a g df He is a fascist..

How ~bout their parents, the Issei? Like all peoples born in another
country, they remember the scenes of their .birthplace.. *3ut to thoir etorna

credit that they did not stend in the way of their sons who were citizens of rthe
United States* They like their SONS were loyal to Amer-ica

Bill Mauldin, that young man with a prolific, pertinont cartoonistrs pen,
knows what it is all about,* "He said"recently: JNhen came hone fou d tim a
little people within our own borders vrere being-tramp ed on as badly os Benito ever
tramped on anybody. Several thousand Americans of Japanese ancestry m~ro poing
cheated and hounded and threatened and persecuted/by4 their noighbors. _.Their
homes re dynamited. The yery ,-t"e. of criminal toir sons vjore~flighting over-
seas- was operating in the country they had left beh5.nd. mthe United States#

That is v/hat the "GI originator of Millie and Joen said, |Ifeuldity fought e
in North _Africa, Sicily and Italy. He saw the Nisei in battle. He said furtherT
more;

nlf it is true that we were put into soldier suits to vdpe out the Hitlers
and Mussolinis and Hirohitos and the beliefs and evils they fostered™ then we have
not won tho war ~- we have won only- the ba ties when we f5nd , his sa. of .fthing
going on in America. I w>ul,d”™%Q to think that the nicu guys v/ho are under thq
neat graves, tho decent guys vrearing ar”~bificsiaX limbs and tl>e -gooci guys who put up

N



with years of danger and hardship, did it all for nathing,n

1 The*. War Relocation Authority you call it — 1is sort of sponsoring my
torlJcs,, because hey h.ave.an obligation by act of Congress o pl"ose the Y”RA. centers,
and -the Japanese Americans must-relocate:. YJRA .ran ile centers., you know, because tr
there was no other place to put ss.ei and Nisei v>iien they were ouste.d from

California.on a few days notice in 1942* They had tolsell their $200 refrigerators
for $10 and their 0 radios for 5 .right here on. Te.rminal Isl&hdii .And you. know

they went to terminal slnnd long before he Roosevelt Naval 3r\se was. buil here*
The cannery and fishing industry brought them there.
- - . A o _ . .

. VFRA has helped put W good many returnees in jobs, i<vith the aid of you people
of-USES.*, There are Japanese Americans working in the Hollywood studios -and in the
homos of many prominent- directors and actors* _And many returnees are operating

their own small businesses hotels, nurseries., and. so on* They are first class
people at detail work, at anything thnt calls for patient persis ence..* They work
hard and .t.hey get .results,-But they dofift. work for .sub-standard if they can
h lp. fitk ‘e, . o " ;- Vv
.- ...
. The. want keep wages up for all Americans. Now the -—-/-rmy hns n.n mobli** -)n
gabion to give you the word - - o fill,you in, as they say, on the baclcgr.ound —

aboxi the loyalty of the Nisei s-oldiers» And the WRA hns rm obligation cn behallLf
of the government to help re-establish the people the govormuont®once evicted»
Never before in our his ory has there been- a case whore GImost 100,000 meopie Wwere

thrown,ut of a state on short notice -- for no good reason except that thoir faces
100ked differen i There were more than that there v/ere around 115,000 Japanese
Americans ,in the three Pacific states, and rbout 10,000 “iore elsewhere 1in the U, S,
All those on the west coast v/ere moved out. The Ariny did tho job, e.md then turned
it over to YIRA, * . Cog

Here 1in Los Angeles before the wnr there were nbout 23,000 Japanese rr.in"ms
Ameridanse Right now there nre only about "ihen relocation is" finished at
the- end of this year, -two-thirds of the original., number will be in.oastqrn s ates -«

So if there were "jobs for three timee the .mimber, Jnt mwill be here, before" the
/inr, it should no be o0 difficul t<? find jobs for. these ones that nrcs .returning*
You people of USES should find it compara ivelyeas *

But you always have the "battle against racism* It is some"times hard to
remember that the Flag Oath -- MLiberty and Justice for Alln -- means Just
that* For ALL.

There are still people who cariiio Fii%t.inguish between nuln~arists
and loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry* These people are superficial "thinkers,
if they think at all, “he young irien and women who cone back from the Army after

service in he four corners of the globe, come back as world citizense They are

no longer provincial* America is something real and genuine to thera* Even if hey
are inarticulate they still feel Americanism in the same way you and I breathe the
fresh air that comes in from the Pacific*

We have learned the difference between the Nazi in Germany and t;he African
of German descent. General 1lke is of Genmxn descent. President -i-Vuman comes from
Confederate stock* Mayor* Fiorello LaGuardia r Npw York is ofl Italian descent*
"lhy, in New York City the tickets in tho coming race for mayor each include & Jew,
an ltalian and an Irishman But hey are all Americans? Mincri ies? VifTiy, we are
all Minorities* You government servants, civil servants, are rainoritiea.]| “ho
isnft a minority of some Kind?

Right here in Los Angeles are over 100 employers. each of some consequence
in the industrial world who employ Japanese Americans. Joe Moody*s mattrQSs
factory has abou 115 w rkers, and about 0 of them are Nisei and Issei know
Clifford Clinton, v/ho has been described as that ""extraordinary citiZenT,. iU-s
cafterias in Los Angeles have Japanese American cooks and kitchen "vroinkers of
various kindse The head chef at one of thorn is an Isset* You won ™ find rao"ial
discrimination at Clifton ».* Some firms discriminate in employing but not aga»lnst
customers-* That is, they won ™ hire the dark-skins as sales clorks but hey ai*e
glad to take the money of dark-skin customers¥*

The Los Angeles Railway company had a little trouble ns you know about hir

ing Negroes. The union and the company personnel heads both said hat most of
their workers "would quit if Negroes worked side by side "with whites* But hey ivere*
hired -- and am told only one person quit, and he was a neuro-psychoprithic case
of some sort. In short he mxs nu s* ut aren* we nil nuts if we procT"Srim our-

selves Americans and hen fail to live up to the spirit of Americ«cr?ism?

"*This is a # 1! e man ™ country,M an attorney pleaded in n case inTfiTrlng a
Japanese American incident in northern California earlier this yoar* Thatlb what
Hitler said — Aryans only. And look i?rit it got him* I1/hat did we fight Hitler



for if we are going to adropt hi®- philosophy? ... _

e We can”"overcome |Ife'zi" tactics "by usirTg" Nazi tactics o"ursfelves* Can wo be
eless Ainerican- than-"these Nisei”™ tio hrve % their courage,proved themselves EHnong

the best of iAmericems? fepeat is riot: .rmd ridvei* was, a matter of
rac# or ancestry. Americanism is- a mat*b””*:of mind and hehrte W ;faught o
eabblish -racial discrimination,- Arid if wo ;don*t succeed" in abolishing"xti onY ¢

children*Willefight;V#o rid-War 111#"
Le *s do away wi h DISCRIMDIXTION *1- and substitute ih.stea.d ihe
discriminating mindi As personnel specialists, as employmont exports, that thought

should appeal to you, You can use ybup daily worlcA rulb of thumb tha .you al
ready know but 1 take the liberty to remiiid you — select not on tho label/ "but-on
W— t .s in tk.e bot le. mThe color of the "sgin. doesn ™ toll you th color: f tb
heart# - ... ; ; ST

" . To those who say the®"JaDanose vrork for® less -- answer, uPny them-the

st8lldard "wage<* understfind there is an ;ilFofXi union, he Teamsters, here ,in L.A#
that mwm,t admit Nisei to membership* All other unions will. There is a job for ~
soine™'df "your people < to oriGrch *fchis unicsti so it will see cind midQsfend N

more® clearly* Then seme Veterans organizations, ndt as an organization but id.
"cases of i"solated individual posts, have turned thumbs down on Msei jneKiberships®.*®

- 1138 t.hat no veteran of this mmr responsible for that, Is. godd to see *
ha many pos s f he Legion, Aiuvets. and pisab.led iliiidricafi.veus aitd riieticaji
Veterans Coinmittee are quite receptive to the I-"iisei soldiers .C
. . *

* ok The*Nisei ask no favors*. mhey just donft like to bo pushed around, any more
than you and and other Americans like *to be pushed around. ;

Japanese? No, hey aren "aDanosee “rxey arc Amoricans”®
hope you will remember that the.nex imo a Nisei applicant comes before
you to seek the benefit of your advice about what job to-take. T“Forget the super-
ficial aspects of his face and skin. Look into his mind and hearts".
There you mil see a FELLGF AIMERjICAN.

I "thank you



Department of the Interior...
War Relocation Authority - lloilthern Cf-.XiJornia Area
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Mr* Chairman. Ladies and Gen"“~Lemen:, \

It is my privilege to introduce to you tonight, one of the men who fought and

gave his blood to preserve America, and the American way of life.
think it is only, fair to relate to yo" some of his background and bring out
some of the things TAtiich® his modesty vvould prevent him from mentioning.

Lt. Smith enlisted in the army in September, 193-9, and served in Hav/an snet in
the Pacific as an enlisted man. He was at Hickam Field, Hawaii ”~hen the Japs struck
on December 7T 394-1* He v;ith. an ciir"iinit which participated in the battle of
Midwé&y in June, 194-2. After the battle of Midwsy he was se3.ected for the Inff ntry
Ofixcersr Training School &t Fort Benning, Georgia. Upon greduation he. wss commis-
sioned a second lieutenant t,na assigned to duty .vdth the 4-4-"nd Infantry Regiment,
composed of loyt.1 JAptnese Americans rnd knoiivn the Japanese Americé&n Combat Term.
FxC served v/ith this regiment for 2" years and fought with them in Italy and in

ranee*

He wears the Combat Infantryman- Badge, *the Presidential Unit Citation, the Pur-
ple Heart, .the American Defense ribbon with one star, the Pacific Asiatic Theater
ribbon withi stars denot/ing two battles, and .the Europeun Theater ribbon with stars
d.-raoting four major battles* He also. ears overseas service stripes denoting more
t]}an three years overseas.

might just .add that Lt* Smith attended Ohio Sta.te University for two ye&.rs
before enlisting in the army and that he worked on a fruit ranch, in a steel mill,
yla~ed football, and even earned a living as a professronal wrestler before enter-
ing the army* - - .

He returned to the United States only a fevc uveeko ago from the bsttlefronts of
Nirope. He is here tonight as an officer of the United States Array detailed"by the
N"ar Department to relate to the people of the West Coast some of his experiences 1in
combat and his firsthand observation- of the men v*ith whom he served*

Lieutenant Roger Smith; -

SPEECH BY LT, ROGEE SMITH

At the very outset 1 would like to .tell™you wby. am. .standing before, you. to-
night. Gentlemen, the War Department did not detail me to come here ans speak to
you. I am he.i*e..fvi)solutel7 of my. on'n. .free. Because desire to be heree Be~
cause | welcomed the opportunity. Let me explain to you briefly just v.hat 1 mean.

As you know I have just returned to the States some short six v/eeks ago, having
served a tour of duty of approximately two and one half years lith the Combat
Team. This assignment started ~ith the activatio.n of the organi-zation at Camp Shel-
by, Mississippi in February, 194-3, and was terminated shortly after the close of the
war in Europe, Upon rt$turning to the States | v”~s given the customary thirty day
lesve ~hich is given to servicemen returning ~ MHloversees. Upon-completion of my
leave wls to report to CE.mp Gordon, Ge.orgic* I/llhile 1 tt home the her Reloci-
t.ion Authority communicated with me, asking me if I vuould like to"go on a specking
c.our on the. West Cof.st t:nd tell people ..some of experiences >ith the 442nd Combqt
Teaiiu About this time one other thing...happened whibh was pf great worid import nee
and rejoicing -- V-J Day. V-J Day aside from the"part of being of world interest,
had a special effect on me as an individuol, Novw with total victory, i/vith ray six
years in the Army and Vvith"ray 130 odd points under the Army~-s discharge system,
a civilian status wvwas virtually in immediate sight if I so wished* So gentlemen,

these three, alternatives from v,h.ich to. make a decision, |1 .stcnd before you to-
night, because I-teve #n honest coriviction of the true Americcnisra of the Japanese

(More)
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Americans and the first hand battle experiences ¥»ith them to bear me out, | only”
hope that in some smsll way xvith my limited vocabultry, yet ?ith a deep feeling of
sincerity in this conviction, that I might leave you too with this seme feeling
toward the Japanese Americans v.ho fought so admirably and so _gf-llsntlY in ltely
and in France*

I hardly know where to start heaping praises on thepe men. During all the
phases of our training and in combat, and in all department®s of soldiering the

< Japanese American soldiers of the ~2nd Combat Team have either stood on Er with
other comparable units* or stood head and shoulders above them. Verification of
this statement can be found in many, sources. Some of the more important of these
sources are as follovi/s#-. First, by examination of the efficiency and treining re-
cords established while &t GriCip Shelby, Mississippi. Second, by exunin&tion of
mactual combat records.in Italy and in France. And third, and probebly the most im-
..por;bant one to be reckoned with is what other CQmbeit.uni s with Whom these men
fought alongside of in Europe, have to say about the Four Four Two,*

It will not..b.e necessary, to dwell too great & length on our tr ining period
Th.e. challenge to. excel, mi .ever .present from stc!rt to finish. To either a lesser
or to a greater degree each man knevv the Four Four Tvn .we.s £ segregated unit,
marked for intensive observation by the War Department rnd by the public* Here mss
the opportunity to prove to a prejudiced Vilest Coast minority, yet s minority thet
Mas beginning to carry- some weight, that, the Jt"ps.nese.Araericcrivs \%ere at least as
.good as any other group of /\merictn soldiers* And ~rove it the” did with flying

either- coming up to.or by surpassing all miiitsry and physical standards
- training. And now we come to our combat record.

Once again the same challenge we had in training was present as we prepared to
go into combat;, the challenge to prove to everyone that we were as good as if not
belter than any other combat unit* |In addition ,to thig an edded incentive to excel
was present# The X00th Battalion, composed, of Japanese. Americans, ¥i/hich ht,d pre-
coaed us some odd eight months into combat, had achieved an outstanding record.
Here was a standard, for us to parrllel or to surpass,. The U2nd Combat Term did
just that. Before the end of the first concerted effoi"t by the combat teun s 1

the. new units had learned the hard w&y as &IX, ngw units do. By the time we

r"ched Pisf. the successes of the 4.A2nd had pcr~Xleled those of the 100th. From
that time on the two units were integrated into one fighting unit of regimentil
strength* Suffice It to say &t this time the long hard push from Grossetc, to Pise
Nas studded with stories of outstanding unit and individual perforraences*

n Shortly after Pisa, higher headquarters withdrew the A"2nd from the Italian
...front and we i“ere sent to eastern France in the Alsape~Lorr8,ine region where the
i5.ghting was very heavy# Once again we had a learning process t go through, al-
though the outfit by now could be called.pne of seasoned vet“rens* We had been
lighting in rocky mountainous country* Nov; we had- to fight in;a heavily wooded
country* Here once again the outfit learned, ~.nd learned rcpidly in whot was prob—
abj.y the ruggedest fighting we encountered. Even though fighting through mountsin-
oug country in lItaly Ws.tough, the heavily TAoodeci area.s in, France Where one could
nol see ahead_ were tougher. In edditiori to this we had extremely mlseré&ble wee.ther

.which to contend* It is here in France that raahy stories of outstanding in-
diviciual and group performances aj"e reoorded. 1 iftention only two of these group
.performances at this time - [

.The first concerns the many times told story of the rescue of a lost battalion
of the 36th Division by the 44-2nd Infantry. It is just merely another story of
dogged determination to get.the job done, to et,, to anfi,.rescue a battalion theit had

-<peen cut off from, the larger unit. Shortly before this action took olec.e 1, \%s. hit

..by shrspnel® .= ; ftss not H.ct@ ly present.&t.rescue. —H.q ever,: .o ko™ thfet
this rescue was effected under extremely advise conditions of weethe.r, loss of

fsleep by the men .cind the fé&.ct that the #-4-2d “had t>een in the lines .some odd 20 clcys
Without a.rest* Needless to say in getting this job dmn.e#,ym suffered extremely

. .heavjr casualties. To make this, a little clearer, | might &ddt that the number of

-m (More)
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casualties, we suffered was-greeter tban .the ¢number of-men \je rescuedt :
. .The next outst&.ncl..xgi iinit a.Gtion concerns-two platoons assigned, to . e
..specl41* job &nd gives me an o to throtv out my; chest, since | was the.
;platoon leader of One of these two.platoons. The piece was near Bruyeres, France,
The. sitma.tion™ was as follows — the tvw.forvi/erd companies of our 2nd Battalion had
gone so fast that, they had by-passed quite e few elements of Germans. This left
is itknowttias a "pocket of resis.tc/ngen> that Was ccuaing considerable trouble
with, the supply linesmnd. ¥ith the reserve elements of the 2nd Bsttc.lion. At. this
. time the reserve company of the. 2nd Battalion, F Company, had their hands full L.nd
i* could®only spare one platoon .to cletn out this pocket. This b not enough men to
& the "job,. So. a plE.to.on from the 3rd Battojiion wEs borrowed to assivst in the
clean up, the 2nd.Pit!toon of Company L, my pitktfoon* It livould be quite difficult
4for me to ps.int .you h .”“picture of the &ctiori thcit ensued, so Ifll just give you the
box.score. :A conservative estimate of one hundred Germanse<illed, Vvounded or cap-
tured, and the majority-of these one hundred Germans WERE NOT cé&ptured. Our
m lossies — three, casualties bti.tv.een the teo platoons, no one kiired. at this time
- each"of our platoons consistedlof about. 25;men* 0f ..course | re li;ae the grace of
Gdl. rmst have been hitii us.&nd' thfct:"the..COOrdin&tiQrv."With tieutensnt Brorafs-F
momptiny platoon worked out remarkably ¥ell. But the thing th"t mede this action so
successful svas -tfe s”resslveri.ess. of: the-menf the determination t- close Svith the
"'m -SSSSZ anch .he ,i b .,doge». X v.ould .hardly kuiii. ¥vhere; to- pay any individu&l tri-
2 wmute For th&t day*s v rk, evefy m n was in the .Fight giving his-all.
Earlier iji my telk I stid theit the men 1in the, 4-42nd either stood on p?.r with
.or stood hesd and shoulders above o.ther- compare. ble. coiubet units* To substantiate
Sthis | heve desc bed bri:eny.opr aining enji our combet records* If i u will re—

- callp spoke of the-eppr&isals of the Jc'pE:.nc:se Americf:n polcli.ers by other units
whom we fought alongside of" as being probe bly the niost .important thing to be
mrsekoned with. -Let me clarify this statement .siniply by ssying = agk any old sol-
d LOr or officCier, of the 34-th,. 36th, 3rd,. 4-5th Divisions., or. any othqr outfit thft

have fought alongside of in France-or.in I1tE.ly, ~ivhat they think of the J&ptnese
fAmerican soldiers* ,, Their praises end, high regard for the Four F.our-Two never cesse,

e This, to me in-the Isst inelys,is is the. rea-l cri~terion to the Americenisn of the
*J? pc.nese Americé&n ~p~d~er, the high cippraisal. by thé& .other units vuith Vi/hom they
ipught* A word to thei.wise X believe" ?J ul,d I0e, in order at tills time. It .woiilcin,t
seem advisable to make £.ny remark to the effect that, Jep is £ Jtpn regerdless

.0N where he is born# You migh.t* just be talking- to a. vetersn who .fought alongside
- the Four Four Two in Italy or in-France... To use the.-.quotes of another, eelt*s Not
Slant of a Ma.nlsjeye-s Thet Count, But the .Slanrb) of the Hesrt.--
And now,! bring you to ivhet'islprobably, the most .amassing thin”~'regarding these
, msnfs performance in mombat.. It-is.the wey -they. e\B :g.on6. forth into battle, end
gotten the job done, vvhile at the s"ine time, overcoisig.-er terrific mental s.tress £nd
strain impos.ed upon.thera, that no other feroup of.-soldiers-ha” hfid to contend with.
°l r er ta he+&nti~j6.pe.nese  eric&h 'stentiment+y; the-in.terftm&n’t: snd intimidation of
, =their families, the thought of are we; figh?fcin'ig; fend-"what d o - hfv<s to
ccrae home t ?nr the refusal to accept retnr.iniirig™Veterfnis in”™o -veterans orgonizetions
and ine.ny other things of this nature.s Gentlem;eri, this j-9 no.t /imeriCc’'nisra.. "This is
1191 been fighting for, must feke;.our hcits™ofjf'io-these- men who fought
°,$"gallantly under such € mental, strain* - R ‘ - ‘; .
. In-closing | %ould like to:..mentioji, a.fe% persb 1+fiahe™and, iheidente: hét.
happened viithin my corapé&ny and An/i.thin.my..platoon. And at-.the" ssme time | went to
, .ratikfe apoligies for omitting m?iiy out8tending per8 ntilsexploits* " I>em .surigryou re I—
ize that” due to the"haziness of rAfny dnc4-"denté&, rregf.rtiing?.the time end the -pli.ee
and in view of the numerous out,s-ti“nding pgrformt~ceqi I\Ncould not raention the.* ill,
Staring closest to home nd iivor.king .b”ck 11nention. my platoon sergeant, Tec"hn.icc.l

[V i.vv ...

[ ] , .
(More)
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Sergeé&nt Dick Otsuboi Throughout training end throughout combat he continually
displayed the highest qualities of h soldier &ncl of a lea.der*™ This V.EIS particu-
larly true when he had chfirge of the pie toon during ray two vveek period of hospit I-
iat tion in eastern France. On the strength of the fine £.nd courageous leadership
he disp tyed during thé&t period he "w&s recommeiKied fcjr e field commission. Tvv

d&ys before, he wrs to ht.ve received thl.s commission ht'. w&s killed ne r Sospel)
France, by an artillery shell as we wefe moving up to relieve another unit. The
next man 1*d like to tell you about wes Sergeant Otsubol!s successor, Technical
Sergeant Albert Naksms, a man that ws:s always grinning, even in the face of desth.
Sergeant Nakema started out as my platoon runner but it was apparent from the sttrt
that he was capable of & more responsible job of leadership. Ho?vever, don!t get
the idea that a platoon runner*s jJjob is notoneof responsibility. A man who ctn
.convey messeges accurately end. who csn findhisv<ey around in the he&t of bfttle,

is &.mighty wonderful person to have, and hcd.just such & man in St&ff Sergeant
MciS Okamure “~ho is prob&bly no” Technic I Sergeint Okomurt, hrving té&ken over
Sergeant._Naksmafs job when he as sent home under* the Army*s dischsrge point system*
 Vtould likeelso to pay tribute to Stcff Sergeant Rey Murats who acted &s & scout
and an outstanding one throughout most of the Itelisn and French c&mpciigns. You
m5,ght be interested to knov* just v.hat the duties of s scout Ore in combet. A scout
probé&bly his the most dé&ngerous end disagreesble job in Je infantry. By this
mean he is always out in the front of his organizetion, some times creepingy some-
times creeling but always searching out the enemy. N&tur Ily he is going to be the
first man to be fired upon. Aggressivenessandfearlessness £t 111 timesare the
prerequisites of a good scout Quite oftenit is the sole job of a scoutto drew
enemy fire thereby making him disclose his. position* rcpeé&t Sergeant Murats did
an outstanding job ss a scout throughout most of the French end Italian c&mp&igns.
Also 1 Kvould Like to Pay Tribute to All the Men in My Platoon I¥to Served So Long
end Fought So H&rd in Europe. | would like to pay speciel tribute to Lieuten&nt
Shoichi Koizumi formerly Technical Sergeent Koiz-umi, Lieutemnt William Oshiro
formerly Steff Sergeant V/illiam, First Serge nt Tekeru lijiraa, Technical Sergeant
Tom Sagamori, St T Serge&nt ¢&11&.(>6 Doi, Sergeant Kazua Mori and insny others, &11
of ¥hora did an outstanding job in training &nd in combat* It might be of especial
int rgst.to you to know that of* tiie Itist ten men of ujom I spoke, ..six of them e.re
irora the Vwest Coast, hope no" discriiniruition lias been pncticed against their
femilies.

Up to this point | have spoken only of the Japanese American soldiers in the
Fi*.ropean theater of operations* "This is because my fexpericnces have been with thein#
Let” me now give you a few facts "regarding the Japanese.American soldiers in the
South Pacific* And .you may rest assured that what 1 have to cay is authoritative#
There flave been from three to five "thousand,J&pancse American soldiers in t/he South.
Pacific® scattered throughout various outfits and doing various jobs, most of which
“c-re very hazardous* For reasons of military security, it has not been possible
for the liiar Department to release many stories on their activities, such as these
stories on the 4.42nd* Nevertheless the v.ork they have done in getting enemy inforni-

tMon end in persuading large numbers of Japanese- .to surrender, has shortened the
PLcific Tvar L~imessurably™ In addition to this, they have continually been sub-
jected to the possibility of being, shot, by our o”n aen.

I would now like to read you st.thisetime some excerpts from & t lk by Major-
~nerol Bissell, iissistant Chief of Staff, at Fort Snelling> Minnesota where J pan-
ese Americans are trained in intelligence Vvork:

"In outlining the iork of the graduates in the past, General Bissell told on
his recent tours to the battle fronts throughout the "world end of his conversations
ftitij such le ders as. .General M&c Arthur who testified to the Undispensability of
the Nisei under comb&"t conditions in he Pacifice

eFrom captured J&p documents they htve gletned vAlu~ble informstion thit per—

(More)
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mi"t'bed our forces to go on "o victory wit-n "the saving of intily hundreds of liN/eSj*
General Bissell reported field commanders saying.

*They have gone into caves to persut.de hiding Japs to come out and they
broughtr out s great niany captives. But s & of "these School gili>.dEi*Es never cdine
out, And others followed them knowing this.

General Bissell declared that *the record of all Nisei in American armed
forces is a record of which every Araericsn csn be proud*l He told the School*s
students that if anyone ever questioned their loyalty to America they shouldn* t
even bother to enswer them back.

*I\Il America will soon know of vthe intense loyalty of the Joptnesc- American
soldiers v.ho are serving and Will serve their country in the defeat of her enemies
and the establishment of eworld peace,l General Bissel emphesized,

i\nd here is one last item "which is indeed very interestings

*The Nisei of this school will be tbsolutely essentitl to the successful occu-
pstion of Jap&n f.nd to the winning of the pclL.ce, General Bissell s”id emphatically.
«Just es the former graduates served 1s the vitf.l connecting link between Alliea
soldiers Und J pL.nese in comixt,1 Generrl Bissell expl ined, tnhe Nisei will strvt
fs the lingUL.ge bridge between the Allied occupation forces “~nd the 30,000,000
people of J&pan."1

In conclusion let my % rds "be simple &nd short «- With This Magnificent
Record the Japanese Americ&.n Soldiers He.ve Made V:ho C&n Spy These Men Are Not

Americans? IfT These Men C&n Do hh They Did in Winning the Pe&cc, Hem Ctn There
Bt Prejudice Against Them? Gentlemen, Here Ib A Challenge of Democré&cy Directed
Towards You. It Is Not Enough For You To Merely Accept This SitULtion Menttlly?
But father To Go Forth iind Pretch The Gospel- n Other rds, It Is.Up To You To

Ctrry The Bell From Here On In. This 18. The Reel Chi lienee of Democrfc y.
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A SEQUOIA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT SPEAKS

When Japanese-Americans and Japanese alliens were eveicua. ed from the West
Coast to Assembly Centers and then to Relocation centers it uprob ed many high
school youngsters. One of these is Kiyoko Kasai, on© of si™ Senior Girls of the
1941-42 class, of Sequoia High School, Redwood City, California* She was President
of th©® Toastmasters for a semester and Secretary of the hblioi y Board* She was
continually on the Honor Roll and is a permanent member of the California Scholar_
ship Federation* The following is reprinted from the little book mimeographed by-{he
Japanese Students Club of Sequoia High:

1, TOO, AM AMEHIOAH
Kiyoko Kasai

I, too, can say, n3ut live here here are my beginnings and my end-
ings. I know only this, nd I love only what I know--" I and the host of
thousands who are Japanese Americans*

Questionsi Questionsl Questions! When did ydu come? Why did you
com®©? How old are you? Whore's your passport? Q\ies ionsK Questions!
Questionsi

give you tke exact time of year nor ©Ven the exact year in
vfhich the hosts of Japanese laborers began to enter the western coast
of America, i know only that amid the thousands who came to this nation
there Vv/as a young, womari. wto was des ined o0 "beoome my ma rnal grandmo her*
Like many other immigrants she lived among hei* c¢wn people, and she clung
to the old ways in the new land. Ono would soo hor bow and hear her say,
uKon niohi wa? (How aye you?) and M Sayonarall (doodbyo)s America oould
not Change her physical features, but Araerica did ohQ.nge her philosophy
and spiritual outlook on life. You may ask, nhow oould sho expect to un-
1 ders arid he democratic principles of living without being able to undor-
stand the Snglish language?f, There are many ways in which she has como
to learn and appreciate tho Ameriocm lovo of liboiH:yi justice, and freedom.
Sho saw her children come here from school literally bursting with news of
what they had done and especially of what thoir tdaohors had taught thorn*
She .saw hat they ha4 equal rights with thoso whoiSe forefathers were
Americansj they had the opportunity to.become doctors, dentists, lawyers,
fanners, or business men; and that they had the right to build homos for
thoir ohildron, Shq learned that she could walk dofinl Market Street without
boing mado to fool inferiar to those of greator woalth or highor social po-
sition# She ttould voice hof own opinion without i*ear* Tho lit ]_e things
that sho oncounterod evpry day mado her beliovo ih cmd iove tho demOOl
v/iay of life* Hor Christian faith also holpod hor to stand upon a common
footing with others in America*

Grandma was of an older goneration»—one v,rith memories and roots in
Japan, What of my gencraticm--t;he df American born Japanoso,
who have bccOmQ an integral part o,f the ™ can schoola> churches, and
communities? /here would our loyalty natunxlly stand?

(Moro)
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Too, Am Ah Amcrioan-2

There really was never any quostion in our minds* doforred to our oldors
and learned the language some of tho customs of Japan. But Amorioa— land
of kindliness and of promiso—was our countjry. W v/oro tho garb of tho young
Amoricrn, spoke his language, had his aspirations, and assumed his loyalties.
Wq intended to live and dio hororicans«

who aro Japanese Americans roalizod ews did o her Americans hat tho
si ue-tion botvroen AmcriGQ. and Japan wevs very tonsojj but boforo ~December 7
did not think that war wa$ imminont®

For me the morning of Sunday, Dccombor 7, was like any other Sunday

morning. In fact, it was not until |I got horo from church that | hoard tho
now3— Aiuorica had boon attaokedi Pearl Harbor tras boiabod. There nevor had
nows 1Ore stunning# | folt the scuac emotions woli up in mo rxs those | h&d

fclfc grandfather had died* I didnl1 wish to nxaet nor talk to ?uiyonG
because a huge 112lip would oomo into my throat; but still | had to attend

Guild Vospor Bay, a day set aside for girls of 0.11 races all ovor iaaorioa to
como together for prayer* Nev/s reports wero coming in spasmodically as tho
girls from our church cind I drovo down to Sn.n Joso* How oould | faoo all of
thorn and load in this prayor? uGod bless all nations, Mon of all lands

Givo them vision and courage”
To mako justice and pecico their domanas*

To the people of cdl rurtiens
Lot the—<€hristian message flow

God bless all nations, Both friend rvnd foo»u
The Japanese aliens wero stunned as greetly as tho «Jcipanese Americans
by tho dastardly incident i~hioh took place 1in HrAva.ii. Tho position of tho
alien Jn.pn.nGSc is now an ospooially difficult ono. Although their hGr.rts racy
be loyal to what /ijaerioa stands for, they arc still olassod as alien nationals
boorvuse thoy are no oligiblG to apply for Amcrio.:'n oitizenshipe ovravor —

Ond hoy-_ccm sco ho impor cinco of prevonting cmy pps.sibility of hfth colusm
activitios which would endc-iiger tho Pacific Coast c.nd America,

X Vias 110 proparod, however, for tho fact th .t I end other Jcipancso
Amoriorlls must bo olassod as possible cnonios* I oould understand tho dosiro
to prevent another Pearl Ho.rbor hore in the 3 11 stn. os by rcstric ing alien
notions; "but v/hy should we, JapanesO iocaericcns, bo evrusur.tcd vrith tho cilions?
Wo are ianoricr.n citizens* Why must wo be compollod to undergo curfor/ regula-
tions? must this hcippcn to thoso "who knerw nothing but 1 Amorioex “~nd who
havo no loyalty but for* America? Thoso were the thoughts het entered my mind
as | had to give up tho special Sunday sorvicos at church, v/hon | had to rc-
sigri myself to lone school just on tho ovo of graduation, whon |I. had O givo
up my hope of oolloge* I was bowildorod and hurt. When, hewovor, | think of
things D&yond myself | can understand thn.t removal cf Japr-nosc from military
zones 3aay bo for oi»r own protection as well as for others* I can rocilize that
those accessary hardships v/hich | must oxporicnco aro insignifioan whotx com-
pared to thoso mndo "by our Amorioan soldiers c.nd sailors in tho Philippines, in
Bumr.., r,nd in othor pcirts of tho world. I knew, also, thnt v/o Japr-nosG.
iOiioricans will bo able to begin anew wherever we aro» ."ijaorica. is humane, and
I c"nnot help bolicving thr;b somohow al’L things will «70rk togeth.-r for gccd.
A wiser and less selfish solf says to me, uYgqs, horo ”“.ro your beginnings “nd.
endings* You know only tho /vmoricn.n v/ay of life enriched by the very fact
thevt it effore.d opportunities to your parents find your parents* parents* You
say that you love* only v/het ycu Kkiiov/. Then you can fo.ee sacrifice; ycu can
boar to soo your home dismantledj ycu can bor.r to lor.vo your frionds, your
school, ovprything hr- ycu knowj you can boar to sacrifice your pln.ns for the
nation, iuncriofi.

(More)



Too j iiin An Amorica.n-3

if the ccncontration tind govcrrim.Gnt supervision of the Jciprnoso oni contribute

to the Ultimato vie cry $ iilacrica and tho safety of your frionds, you can go
vrillingly, gladly,

I am a JapniiosG by c.noostry and by physical fcamuros; but my heart, mind,
and spirit arc wi J AlacriGn. boenuso this 1is my home* There is no lcvc of Jr.pan
in dig, no spiritual, no mental ie* cr.n fool & ononoss with other Americans
of fereign ancos ry--Gkmc.n, Irish, Swedish, Italian™ Chincso, or Greek
Amori r°ns--in ,yiag that my blood w/ill novor flow for the land of *iy c-ncostors
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6m viCTouy program of im
LaWYJSH”N club

AHKQUNGSH; Ladies and gentlemen:
It is time now for the Victory program of the Lawyerfs olub of Los
Angeles, heard every Saturday evening at 6:15 pm*, and in charge of
Attorney Marion P# Betty, chairman of th© club” victory committee*
This program is devoted exclusively to contributing aid in winning
the war and establishing a permanent peace, Mr. Marion P* Betty.
Mr» Betty Thank you Bert Royer*

Tonight | have the pleasure of presenting Mr* H# B. Q zzenst *an
Francisco field assistant director of the War Relocation Authority, in
charge of Paolfio Coast states. Mr. Cozzens is a native Californian, a
veteran of World War L* with two years overseas experiencee He spent
many years in the 00l13traction business, and as a government executive

with the department of agriculture, he has been prominently connected
with WRA from i1ts beginning.*.*Mr« Cozzense’”

Gozzenat Good evening.
Announcer: And now Mr. Cozzens, how was IVRA established and what was it
directed to do?

A* War Helooation Authority was established March 18, 1942, by an

executive order of the President. Under tills order, the director of

WRA was authorized and directed to formulate and effectuate a program

for persons of Japanese ancestry e]|cluded from mUitary arease Ten

relocation centers were built and people of Japanese ancestry were



trailsportc<l to thOEi by "th6 military and. received hy TIRA#
g . How many people were sent to relocation Oentersf Mr, Gozzens?
A* Approximately 107,000*¢ ..divided roughly as follows; 60 percent
American citizens and 40 peroent aliens.
Q* Will you explain some of the other duties WHA was directed to
perform under this Executive order?
A# Gladly-— the question is an important one* Many people lose sight
of tilo fact that WRA is operating under an Oxeoutive order and as
directed in that order, WRA Is to provide for evacuee employment in
Industry, commercet agriculture, or on public projects, thereby
divQrtiing much xiGodod labor into iigoor taiiti chana8ls#
| wish to emphaisize that the Japanese people wore charged with
ao ofTense or crilaet re<iuiriiig thoir rotentiion or iaiprisoiMsnt; ia
relocation centers* They were merely excluded from designated
military areas by the army for national security reasons only.
Q, . Did the .Oxecutiir® order WHA om all n
Japanese ancestry in the United States?
A# {! = The orders affected only the military areas by the army for
national security reasons Aly*
g Did thO executive order establishing WRA affect all people- of
Japanese ancestry ia the United States?
A. No* The orders affected only the xailitary areas in the Y/estern
Demons6 ocomiaiid. *ee«and siocaXl areas In tho eastern and southern comzaands *
q# Do I uMerstaM that there are a substantial n_0Or of people of
08.s18630 81100st#ry now i tlis Unijltid aligt n@vOr 08BG uiidozl
exciusivO orders?

persons of* Japanese ancdstry living in Gaiifomiaf ooastal areas

of Oregon and Washington*<“_and about one_third of thos 1in southern



Arizona were evacuated and provided emergency plaoes of residenoe
in relocation centerse Several thousand voluntarily moved out of the
restricted areas--prior to the freeze order by General Be

Some twenty thousand others ?/er© and are living in other parts
of the United States. None of the people in the two latter groups have
ever been placed in relocation centers or under WHA jurisdiction,

g* ThaVs very interesting. |Is there any other group which has never
been relocated?

A* Yes, a number of aliens were considered potentially dangerous to
internal security* They were apprehended by the department of Justice
im&iediately after Pearl Harbor, and oonfiaed in enemy internment
camps* Those camps are not under the jarisdictioa of WRA*

g. Thatfs fine Mr* Cozz@ns» It is extremely interesting to know
some 20,000 or 25,000 people of Japanese ancestry were, and are,
living throughout the United States who were never evaouated, and
have at no time been under the jurisdiction of the war relocation
authority* | understand V”A has a relocation pros®*am—-will you

tell us how that operates, Mr* Cozzens?

A#  The leave policy permits people from tlie centers to relocate on
jobs in normal cocamunities where demands for labor are great and
where *they oan perform work to aid the war effort* *#partioularXy In
agrioultural work.

We are oonstantly deluged with requests from individual farmers
and farm groups for workers to fill the gaps on farms in the middle
west* stud, Casti*** * * © & @ ™lvgsi 1©ev© t»o woris; i.£i jludustiryi cosisisrc©}
or on public projects*

Some 20,000 people have been relocated under this program with



not a single case subversive activity rep N e

On the contrary---they are making a very Importaat contribution
to the war effort* The leave policy is in accordance with the
directive in the presidential order creating this agency. It Is
aimed at bringing about the relocation Into normal communities of the
largest possible number of the evacuated people oonsistent wit#h
national securitye

| am glad you raised the question# First let me say we have notf
as has been stated, relocated or released any people of Japanese ancestry
on the Pacific coast# That is entirely a military matter* W0 have
no authority to relocate these people In any restricted area* More-
overt we do not turn the© loose Indisorixaiaatoly# ilny resident of
a relocation center may apply for leave-"penalssioa is granted only
if these conditions are met*

1 , There is nothing in the applicants record indicating he
might b© dangerous to society or to national securitye

Z9 He has a place to go and a means to support himself*

3. taxore Is evidence that his presence In the camaunity to
whloh h© proposss ti go would cause no disturbaaoe*

4, Hie evacuee agrees to keep theHar Relocation Authority
informed of his address at all times*

How is tiiat informaUcm and those faots eatablistiea?
A* The War Helocation Authority has basio records on every evaouee 17
years oia or older who is'in the eligible class, These records

provide Information on the evacuee*3 education, affiliatl jas> foreign

travel, employment, religion and other pertinent facts in addition

to his own stat;eja©iit cm th© matter of allegiance to the United

States* Both records are carefully oheokod when the evacuee applies



for leave* If any question arises about the desirability of granting

e jperiaitji tlio Foderail Bureau® of InvestjlLgation
and other intelligence agencies are secured before a decision Is made,
Q& A© all evacuees eligible for leave, M*# Cozzeas?

A. No sir. Leave permits are not issued to persons who have applied
for repatriation or expatriation to Japan, those who have not pledged
unqualified loyalty to the United Sta't©s# or any others whose records
indicate reason to question the advisability of their living outside the
centers in normal communities during the war* Sraryoae in effect,
must have a clean bill of health to earn the right to leave and then to
only those areas not prohibited by th© military#

Q Your discussion Mr. Cozzens hhas cleared up many poiats which have

been a matter of oonoern. Would you mind telling how the peopi@ are

fed?

A* In relooation centers all are fed in mess hallst operated by the
Authority with the mae of ©vaouee labor. It is the policy of the
Authority to provide th© ©vaouees substantial food#

Food is purchased for the oenters through the quartermaster
oorps of th© army-«-under epeoifieations by th© army. Striot control
over the kind and quantity of food is exoercised by the Authority*
All rationing regulations and recommendations applicable to
olvlllan populations of the United States are strictly adhered to.
Food costs average about 13 and one-third cents a meal per person#

Q@ Qo the centers produce any foodstuff?

A* Yese under a planned program, than the centers produce much of



to Oalifornla th® m B% oomplate record of its residents in its

history.
Himdreas of ycmilg Japanese from the orators volunteered eM

are aow wlimlns aiatlnotlon in tha armed senrloas of our oom ttf.

Also the amount of war stamps aad bands purchased by the

"b#sn

n How _a _re in of
the United States”

iy My only informm U _

and by the Secretary of press*

C"maMara of Japanese combat units are very proud of their
oossaands and highly oontiaeat of their ability a»4 fitsire to

fight eaemiea of the United States wherever they m#et th m. Tlie

recant showiag of *panes”rlaan soldiers asainst the Oarmans la

Italy murited tha hlgfe commaadation of aeoretary of War Stimson.

B SOiai6brs r » o} itt

4# As a vatairaa of the last war 1 oaa b”™t answer r ur question *

noting an oia amy alogan, alwaya lIceep a soldiery faith, our

oountrjr and our flag and our o”arades***
me "~oys aa Bataan to!4 the world there ware «Ho atheists ia the

foxholaa of Bataan. aad t©y the same tokm |1 oan say,

«Hiere is no race prejudice la the raoks of the flgHtlag nm«a
wearing honoraDla imiform of the Amariean army and dying to k«ap

alive the precious heritage of freedom and equality guaranteed all

“rloaaa under tha ooaatUuUoa of the Ualtad States of



the food used*

a, Mr, Cozzens— will you b© good enough to tell us something of

the segregation? f

A* X shall be glad to* 3ecregQtion has been widely discussed by those
who did not uaderstand the problem it presented* Had it been a simple

problem It would no doubt have been undertaken by the military when

r - e

To determine the disloyal from 1101000 people required the es<-

tablishing of individual records, extensive observation and investiga-
tion! whioh when pieced v/Ith such information as WHA secured froa
intelligence agencies plus a complete study and analysis of each re-
cord to determine previous affiliations, family background, school-
ing and any other faotors affecting the entire life of each individ-
ual gave us a comprehensive pattern to follow* Such an extensive
investigation necessarily required time. Segregation is now practic-
ally ooxaplete and all of the disloyal for whom we have quarters are
now oonoentrated in the center at Tul© Lake under strong military
guarde

Are the evaouees la the centers contributing to the war effort?
A# Yes indeed, Th© ©vaouees are doing many things to aid the war
effort* Several million yards of camouflage nets have been manufacture
ed and are now bding used at home and in th© war sectors* Models of
enemy war ships are being turned out at an Arizona project whioh are
used in sohooling men of our armed forces in the identifioation of
enemy oraft. Two hundred girls at the Rivers, Arizona project just

completed filing 3,000,000 California ration book applications giving



We oould win th© war aad loaa a vital part of what we are
fighting for by yielding to tho ©raotioixal appeals of the professional
ra<s® baitersf or to thos© who b©03laci viotlms of war liysterjUi aots#
that are in themselves betrayals of the mn who are fighting—the
saored things they are for«w*the“ B of minorities, th©
rights of freaborn people to live happily la a democracy "i©re the

tof of freedom beaoons tfeam to Ui@ saactuary of the only home
1]

the-y ever Imew or loved#



