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November 3, 1944

Ruth W. Kingman  
Room 303
465 California Street  
San Francisco, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

The enclosed report on Chicago resettlement  
is being forwarded to you in the hope that it  
may bring you up to date on some aspects of  
relocation in the Midwest, which we have  
observed during the past two years.

I am particularly interested in receiving  
from your office any recent releases on the  
Fair Play Committee.

Very sincerely yours

TT : tv
Enclosures



(For Committee circulation only 
(*Thii~Ts not a press release"“

NOVEMBER ��¡aU R e p o r t ' o n  C H I C A  G O  R e s e t t � e m e n t

Midwest Branch Office AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 18 9 W. Madison St.
(CENtral 26610 in cooperation with the Chicago 2, 111.

AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY

RESETTLEMENT of Japanese Americans in Chicago is now in it s third year. Approxi�
mately 6,500 work and live here. In background, education, training 

and skills, religious preferences, and differences among them, they represent a 
fair cross-section of American life.

SINCE JUNE, 19ij2, our staff members have interviewed and assisted some 3» 500 in�
dividual resettlers, ranging in age from li; to ��» who have made 

well over 9>300 personal calls at the office. Our resettlement staff has varied 
in size from two persons devoting part time to twelve giving full time.

Community agencies and interested persons of good will 
were contacted by our staff in summer of 191-12; in June 
of that year the Advosory Committee for Evacuees was 
formed. Relocation as a government program was still 
in the planiling stage then.

The Friends’ Hostel was opened Feb. 1, 19U3* Until its 
closing, Nov. 30, t%-3* it accommodated ��� of the early 
resettlers at a time when release from centers was fac�
ilitated through hostel acceptance.

Employers, on job placements: Out of some two thousan d 
employer contacts, we have developed satisfactory rela�
tionships with ��� employers who have made, continual 
job offers. Over half of the resettlers calling on us 
came for leads, counsel, and direct help in finding 
suitable employment; we have been able to find place�
ment for some 2,000.

Housing: Landlords, apartment managers, some real est- 
ate agents, and neighborhood people generally were app�
roached in our early efforts to help resettlers locate 
housing. Up to Jan. 1, 1914-)-* we had assisted some 600 
persons. We discontinued this special service when a 
central housing staff was set up by the government ag�
ency, though periodically we have aided individuals in 
house-hunting.

Speaking engagements before religious, 
civic, educational, business, profess�
ional people have been filled by staff 
members in accepting ��l|. invitations. 
There were an estimated 11,578 persons 
in the audiences of these groups. We 
have spoken only upon invitation.

Student relocation: As representatives 
of the National Student Relocation Coun�
cil, we have counselled over ���� students 
who have come to us. Up-to-date cata�
logs have been made available. High 
school and vocational as well as college 
students have been referred to us.

Medical care and facilities: To assure resettlers of access 
to adequate medical services, we contacted nearly 100 physi�
cians and surgeons, dentists and optometrists, and some spec-
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ialists, as well as staffs of accredited hospitals*
. - Where-.pessible, resettlers: have been referred to-.  , ,, r .. r..

- doetere ;ih their- immediate-neighborhood.* ...  .. . -• -•

General counselling: Newcomers have been familiarized 
with community, agencies, informed of activities of in�
terest to them, introduced to persons of good will in 
different neighbo.rho.ods, directed to recreational fa �
cilities, helped in knowing Chicago transportation*
Meeting' new arrivals at railroad and bus stations was 
an early staff function which was discontinued when 
Traveler’s Aid undertook to guide resettlers to their 
destinations* A revolving loan fund of ^115» contrib�
uted by individuals interested in resettlement, has 
been loaned to resettlers in temporary distress to the 
extent of #1^00, (At present, this fund has been ex�

hausted).

THE TRENDS recorded here and the percentages upon which this analysis of  Chicago 
resettlement is based are drawn from our files covering the pe riod from June, 19l|2 

to October, I � I�U«

F l u c t u a t i n g  P o p u l a t i o n

THERE HAS BEEN a constant movement to and from the city. Hundreds have gone  on to 
Cleveland, Detroit, ilew York, Madison, Milwaukee, PhileCdelphia--and in many instan- 
ces--returnsd• Hundreds have arrived from Salt Lake City, Denver, Des Moines, St* 
Louis--and frequently--gone back* The greatest in-flow has been directly from Re�
location Centers. Hundreds have returned to the camps, mostly young men awaiting 
Army induction who wished to be with their families before reportin g,

While the population has been transient, 
its'total number has continued to rise; 
the increase continues, though at a rate 
less than the 19L3 peak. Chief incentives 
for coming here: (l) expectation of bet�
ter paying jobs (2) friends and families 
already here *

I n s t a b i l i t y  in R e s e t t l e m e n t

How permanently resettled are these 6,500 new Chica goans? ’Among resettlers and 
agency workers, among employers and landlords, amon g community people of good will 
and others with whom resettlers come into contact, there is wide difference of 

opinion.

*** Some believe a general reopening of the west coast may 
signal a mass exodus in that direction* We do not share 
this belief.

*., However likely or unlikely this may be, it is comm only 
acknowledged that a large proportion of resettlers hav e 
a sense of temporariness about Chicago residence; they 
do not intend to stay here•

TWO FACTORS appear to be largely responsible for eyident insta bility in the perma�
nent resettling process which the government program seeks to accomplish:

(1) COMPARATIVELY BAD HOUSING
aggravated by discriminatory restrictions

(2) PREPONDERANCE OF* YOTJNG, SINGLE iffiN AND WOMEN  AMONG RESETTLERS
less than one-fifth are family units



‘Available housing, to hundreds of Chicago resettlers, is incredib ly bad, below 
�� W9St coast evacuee standards; discrimination in trying to get hou sing has hemn 

more acute to the' resettler, more disillusioning and frustrating, th an any other 
unfavorable group experience«

figures show that 17% of those here are married per sons constituting family 
units, including those who have not vet been able t o bring out, thg raat. nf 
racily for lack of housing; 8 1% are single persons, mostly young men and women. 
62% are in the age group, 20-36/ wi'fch the greatest nu mbers of the ages 20, 21 , 
227 c 3T~2lu Single young women outnumber young men.

ABBA OF' NEEDED ATTENTION: the re-establishment of w hat constituted normal pre-war 
family^units, especially in- the case of Issei parents with minor children, has 
made little headway in'Chicago--as yet. This may account too for the police rec�
ords of resettler delinquency which, though few in proportion to the total'Japanese 
American population, have been reported in the press, and in certain areas o f the 
city have made an unsavory reputation for the group.

There are known to us--and probably to all resettlement agencie s here--persons 
who are blocked in their attempts to bring out the rest of the ir families still 
in relocation centers, due to inability to obtain, housi ng#- • •: "

. Many of these people are Issei, handicapped'by language
barriers in making effective inquiry on their own. Larger 
quarters suitable for family, furthermore, have not been 
available to resettlers.

Generally, in the older-age brackets, .are- people whose ~ “ * 
maturity and responsibility would make for stability in  

. Chicago resettlement, whose re-establishment here wou ld
tend to modify the shifting, transient.nature of the re�
settler population.

E v i d e n c e  o f  P e r m a n e n c e

For all the expressed concern over the migratory, temporary cha racter of resettle�
ment, there is underneath, a steady, substantial sinking of, per manent roots by a 
growing nucleus.

*• In our June report we called attention to shipment of furn�
iture from west coast storage, leaseholds in preference to 
monthly tenancy, home-buying, employment of a more permanent 
type, in Chicago. These symptoms are even more in evidence 
today than then.

Resettlers, in larger numbers, are'placing themselves in*circums tances where they 
become less mobile. Commitments to jobs, acquisition .o '/ property, ties of children 
in school, attachment to community, not to mention marriages and birt hs— all these 
tend to make for greater permanence.

(15 m  FEEL THERE IS A HIGHER DEGREE of declared'intention  to."stay in Chicago be�
cause pf my job” now than a year ago. Dissatisfaction with employm ent is still 
conspicuous, but resettlers have made substantial gains.

(2)  BUSINESS ENTERPRISES by resettlers have increased. Reflecting th e major need,
. most of these are in the operation of rooming and boarding houses, apartments 

and hotels; over 30 ar*e known to us. Half a dozen food and prov ision stores 
and restaurants, a transfer-cartage business, a radio repair service operated 

- - jointly, by a Nisei and European American friend have bee n established. Pro�
fessional men; several physicians, dentists, optometrists have opened private 
office's, and a resettler attorney has set up his own office in the Loop.



( 3) HOME BUYING continues on a limited scale* Estimates indicate there are over 
�� families among �	��� resettlers who have started purchasing homes, possibly 
more. Several sales of west coast properties by resettlers now here have be en 
reported; indicative, we believe, of intentions to stay in Chicago,

(I �.) VOTING RECrISTRATIONt An estimated 71$ of the total res ettler population is 21 
years of age or over; 21$ is Issei, or non-citizen ineligible to vo te. This 
leaves about ��$ meeting both age and citizenship requirements; slightly le ss 
than half this number, however; meet the one-year residence requirement. Of 
the estimated ���� qualified resettlers, only a very small number are actually 
known to us as registrants. Those whom we know have registered ar e the type 
who say they intend to settle permanently in Chicago,

(5) COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS: The picture has changed considerabl y since our last 
report. Numerous group formations have crystallized, notably under Church 
leadership. Those regarded as of community character:
Fourth Presbyterian Church, Issei and Nisei services, attende d to large extent 
by leaders in the pre-war Chicago Japanese population, has welcomed resettlers.

First Baptist Church of Hyde Park, with its Sunday evening service condu cted 
by a Nisei associate pastor, is regularly attended by several hundred Nisei, 
mostly younger people.

Moody Memorial Church is.the meeting place every Sunday of a group  of both Issei 
and Nisei ministered to by a former Los Angeles Holiness Church pastor.

The Chicago Buddhist Federation includes two groups, each with se parate services 
separate headquarters, different priests, and followings in the hundreds.

The Chicago Resettlers Committee, meeting usually at 19 South La Salle, is a 
group,led by a Nisei nucleus, to further resettlement generally, w orks closely 
with W.R.A.

Japanese American Citizens League, with a Chicago office for relocation since 
W 7  is now organizing a membership chapter here for the first time.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Informal social and interest groups, both within and outside 
the Church, have come into existence throughout the city; a common basis for these 
associations may be found in the fact resettlers are convergi ng in certain areas 
of Chicago according to west coast communities or relocatio n centers from which 
they have c ome,

FOR THE MO^T PART, growth of community organizations has 
followed, on a modified scale, the patterns'of segregation 
found on the west coast and in the relocation camp, �ne - 
value of such organizations, however, has been the afford�
ing of a primary group around which most resettlers seem 
naturally to prefer to gravitate. Deviation from this 
pattern is occurring at points of individual contacts for 
which there seems to be no accurate measure.

A r e a s  o f  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n

Daily threats to individual resettler’s sense of comfor t and security, particularly 
newcomers, may be found in two major areas of experience, and to lesser degree In 
several others. Here, in a sense, is a sustaining force compelling Ja panese Ameri-
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cans into groups of their own:

��
(1) Race prejudice in housing: There are now congregated in numb ers of several hund�

reds, resettlers in the �OO-II �.OO North Clark and La 
Salle ^streets, Iji+OO-̂ OOO North Winthrop, Clifton, Wilson s treets, area, ��OO- 
I�.�OO South Drexel, Lake Park, Ellis streets area. Numerous buildings.are ,95 $ 
and ���$ resettler occupied} many of these structures would be classified sub �
standard, In most cases, resettlers declare they found, in the cour se of their 
house-hunting, at least one vacancy more desirable than the on e they got, a va�
cancy wkic&'was within their financial means but denied them beca use of their 
race, This does not overlook the fact there are literally hundreds  of resettlers 
today living in high standard housing who are satisfied} but most of .the  �	����
are not. Opposition of some real estate interests has been a factor i n this in�
ability to secure better housing,

(2) Discrimination in employment: This exists more in up-grad ing at higher levels
» • * . and in certain fields than in availability of in�

itial jobs, especially unskilled and semi-skilled factory and office work. It 
is difficult to measure race prejudice here. Much of the earlier disc rimination 
has been eliminated by resettler performance} and currently some o f it seems to 
have been created by bad performance. The resettler employment  record is char�
acterized by extremes: (l) Where work has been satisfactory, em ployers have re�
ported high commendation} ( �) On unskilled factory jobs, absenteeism has been 
very high} this may be attributed partly to the early-twentie s age group and 
partly to the monotony of such jobs in view of the high educatio nal level of 
resettlers • v ........

(We feel, as the result of job placement service , ,
; " these past two years, that most resettlers a re , 

better equipped to secure their own jobs t h a n ' 
permanent housing^)’

(3) Difficulties in burial and funeral arrangements: The  refusal by a Chicago crema�
torium ‘to accept the body of a

deoeased resettler was experienced by a Christian min ister making arrangements 
'for burial. Some cemeteries likewise have been guilty of practisi ng race dis�
crimination,

(I �.) In public places there have been scattered instances of discriminatory t reat�
ment of resettlers. One of the city's largest dance halls excludes Nisei, ex�
cepting Servicemen, giving incentive' to in-group social activity. At one west 
side polling place during the recent registration, a mis-informed precinct  cap- 

• tain told a Nisei housewife she could not register beca use ’’Japanese Americans 
can't vote.” The error was quickly corrected,

(5) -In hospitals: There have been some half dozen instances of alleg ed refusal to 
admit Japanese American patients in Chicago hospitals and other instances wher e 

Tesettlers have been required to take more expensive private rooms witho ut 
choice.

These are some negative aspects of resettlement which usually lo om large out of pro�
portion to Japanese Americans themselves. But they play a real part in the vicious • 
circle whereby "eternal forces influence a racial minority "to segregate itse lf, 
thereby creating conditions and atmosphere for the perp etuation of discriminatory 
practises by the community.

There is a tendency for resettlers as a group to overlook, in t heir understandable 
concern over discriminatory practises, the steady progress made in widespread accept�
ance -and treatment on the basis of equality* r
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A r e a s  o f  A c c e p t a n c e

(Ï) In employment : Chicago’s demand for Japanese American workers far exceeds
the number of persons available. Resett 1er engineers, com�

mercial artists, draftsmen, accountants, chemists, welders, electricians, 
architects and other skilled technicians have reported wider opportunity  
and greater acceptance here than on the west coast before  evacuation# Num�
erous employers have promised post-war opportunities for the steady, c ap�
able employee.

(2) In housing: Within commercial rooming house and small  furnished apartment
areas, landlord acceptance has been good* Once resettlers have 

become known, they have made a .reputation generally as good ho usekeepers and 
desirable tenants. In some cases, landlords have actually taken steps to re�
move other renters in order to replace them with resettlers. A few rea l es�
tate men have helped secure more permanent and adequate housing. The Y.W.C.A, 
and Y.M.C.A. as well as Eleanor Clubs have furnished a large sh are of housing 
facilities.

(3) In churches: Established churches throughout the city, l argely though the dir�
ection of the Church Federation of Greater Chicago, have welcomed 

resettlers and reached out in many ways to help them in th eir adjustment to 
a new community in wartime. ,

(U) In schools; The public school experience has been favorable. Principal s and 
teachers have often gone out of their way to be helpful to new 

•students. High school tuition charged Nisei whose parents are n ot resident 
in the city is not a discriminatory levy against resettlers. Wi th one outstand�
ing exception--Northwestern Univers ity--colleges in this area are open to qual�
ified resettlers, and many are taking advantage of these opportunities . Nisei 
are enrolled in numerous business and trade schools where they have been  well 
received, with only one or two of Chicago’s many vocational  schools rejecting 
resettler applicants.

(5) In shopping: Resettlers have had good experience in n eighborhood stores, bar�
ber and beauty shops, and restaurants* Especially has this b een 

true in less transient residential sections. Shopkeepers and business m en have 
welcomed their patronage.

(6) In hospitals: For the most part, hospitals have admit ted Japanese Americans
without question. Reported discrimination in admittance h as 

come from small private institutions. Individual doctors have been most  coop�
erative in attending to resettlers* medical needs.

(7) Leisure time facilities have for the most part been accessible t o resettlers.
Churches, YMCAs, YWCAs, neighborhood houses, all of 

the Chicago public parks and recreation centers have actively sough t and wel�
comed resettler participation in their regular programs. Comm ercial entertain�
ment in hotels, night clubs, theatres, dance halls and bowling alleys as well 
as other public places are open with almost no discrimination.

(8) In the metropolitan and community press; Four of the five Chicago daily

newspapers have 'continued to be fair in news stories 
and editorials concerning resettlement. Various neighb orhood weeklies have 
been equally favorable.

WIDENING OF THE AREAC OF ACCEPTANCE will depend, we believe, large ly on the indi�
vidual and collective efforts of resettlers. BREAKING DOWN the areas o f discrim-



„ination wi|l likewise depend upon breaking the vicious circle of which self- 
*segregation is a part.

In our resettlement efforts, we have been critical, not of segre�
gation. in itself, but of the injustices and inequalities inevit- 
ably:.arisirig"from i t * ..

I'VE APE FULLY AWAPE of the fact that every resettler’s arr ival in Chicago itself re�
presents an emergence from an experience where he has felt him self thè victim of 
mass racial discrimination. We further realize that there may be c ertain areas of 
social needs where racially uniform activity appears inevitable, "

We have tried to direct our limited personnel and energies in those directions w here 
we have hoped to cut into this vicious circle in which discriminatory treatment  
drives a group into clannish withdrawal within itself, the reby inviting further 
discrimination. Encouraging non-segregated on-going life in the  neighborhood, we 
have felt from the outset, is a step in the direction toward healthy, long-range 
community patterns.

We have never devoted any of our limited staff resources 
to the development of segregated Japanese American activity 
simply because we have felt that responsible resettlers them�
selves would organize where necessary. We have always hoped 
that racially segregated activity among resettlers would be  
maintained at a functional and minimum level.

R e l i g i o u s  P r e f e r e  n c e s

A large proportion of resettlers whom we have interviewed des cribed themselves as 
Christian in religious preference. Religious background or  affiliation has not 
been a pre-requisite of eligibility to aid. Of those whom we have interviewed, we 
have recorded the following percentages:

Christians*.,,.. ......... ••*•••••••• 69%
Denominations stated*......, ��%
Denominations not stated,*.*33%

No Religious preference stated*,,•*• 19% 
Buddhis ts ........... •••••••••••••••« 12%

II IS POSSIBLE that many who left the space for’’religious  preference” blank or 
wrote in "none” may have had nominal Buddhist backgrounds; however, our records, 
indicate that Buddhists are still found in greater proportion inside the relocatio n 
centers generally than in resettlement areas. The two Buddhist org anizations here 
have been formed just this summer, and their influence in furthering relo cation in 
Chicago cannot yet be measured.

Among the ��% stating denominational affiliations there were 
the following: Methodists, Baptists* Presbyterians, Congreg- 
ationalists, Episcopalians, Southern Baptists, Free Methodists, 
Holiness, Brethren, Christian Scientists, Disciples, Friends, 
Seventh Day Adventists, members of the Church of Christ, Ref�
ormed Church, as well, as Roman Catholics,

E d u c a t i o n a l  B a c k g r o u n d

On the basis of our compilations, the resettler population  here is a highly liter�
ate one; of those whom we have interviewed, 95% have had at least a  complete high 
school education; 20% have had trade, business or professional train ing after high 
school; 28% have had some college or university education, in many cases interrupted 
by evacuation, and many of these have also had special trade or .vocation al training;
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8f’  are university graduates* Many resettlers have continued the ir study here* 

W h a t  i s  t h e  O u t l o o k ?

Generally, we feel the program here has been successful beyond the origin al ex* 
pectstions of both .government and private agencies in planning and u ndertaking 
wartime relocation of west coast evacuees.

CHICAGO AS A WH.OLE has .welcomed re set tiers into all kinds .-of emplo yment-, into 
housing in nearly.a.lImparts of the city,' into its rel igious life,, into civic and 
«professional organizations, into public and private schools, into its public 
recreational activities, into.nearly all of its conglomerate met ropolitan com�
munity life.'

ABEAS OF CONTINUING SERVICE: Most recent government figures place at slightly 
over ?0#00b the total number of evacuees who have been resettl ed under the War 
Felocation Authority program; Chicago has approximately one-fif th of that total* 
Throughout the midwest and east, ^here is mounting evidenc e that resettlers are 
taking root" as permanent members of permanent communit ies* More Issei are now 
relocating which undoubtedly will stabilize resettlement*

However, the proportion of the unsettled, migratory,* re-r 
’settlers is still large. In Chicago the rate of new ar�
rivals seems recently to have decreased; still it seems 
to us much faster than government and community agencies 
are able to induce newcomers to make a real effort to be�
come a permanent part of the established community*

We are led to conclude on the .basis of our experiences and observa tions that per�
sons and groups of good will within the city have opened their doors to grea ter 
opportunity for social and recreational activities than res ettlers have generally 
accepted.

A CONTINUING PROBLEM, then is not only keeping open the do ors of welcome, but in 
persuading resettlers.to participate in on-going comm unity activities and' accept*- 
ing the responsibilities of" citizenship in the America n pattern.

ADEQUATE, DECENT HOUSING for more and more family units is an outstandi ng need 
still to be met*

The question of how p’ermanent Chicago resettlement will  
be depends for a''favorable answer, upon. the. extent t o which 
this problem is faced now and solved by both resettlers and 
resettlement agencies.

If, in the process of bringing general housing standards of resettler s to the level 
of permanence, resettlers also come to feel more a part of the commu nity through' 
participation in on-going non-segregated activities, a constructi ve step will have 
been taken toward, not only the mitigation, but the avoidance of. neighbor hood racial 
and social tensions which have so long been a part of Chicag- oTs past.

Philosophy of Service: We conclude this report with a re-stateme nt of our philos�
ophy of service. We have,conceived our function as a private agency in resettlement 
as bqing basically a religiously-motivated service.-  Our efforts have represented 
for us an expression of our faith and belief in .the Fath erhood of God and brother�
hood of man* We have sought to narrow the gap between the ideals of our  society and 
the actions of its members.' We have felt our service to be uniq ue in some aspects 
from those of the government agency at whose request we origin ally undertook the 
responsibility of work in this field. We have always regarded, rese ttlement as an 
opportunity to set long-range community patterns, believing that a religious ap�
proach to this problem still has a practical contribution  to make, both now and in 
the months ahead.
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66>9 C y p ress  S t ree t  

Monterey ,  C a l i f o r n i a

J a n ua ry  20, 1.9 45

A m e r i c a n  F r i ends  Serv ice  Commi t t ee
1 8 JO Sut te r  S t reet
SAN FRANCISCO , Ca l i f o rn ia

Dear Fr iends:

Th is  is to repor t  that  I have  w r i t t en  several  le t te rs  on 
the mat te r  o f  r es to ra t i on  of c i t i zensh ip  r igh ts  to our f r i ends  
of  Japanese  ancestry.  A few samples of these  le t te r s  are 
enclosed.  I am p ropos ing  that  Congress  make res t i t u t i o n  in 
cases of f inanc ia l  loss, I a lso am ask ing that  gove rnment  at 
every level take steps to pro tec t  re tu rn ing  c i t izen s.

I wr i te  also to say that  I should l ike to b
any fam i l i es  of Japanese  ances t r y  want to re tu rn

Monterey.  I should l ike to help
1�%� &'�
�(')�

nd 
+

or Monzerey,  I should l ike 
room for on ly  two or th ree 

homes  r e a d y , a
w 1

.he:ma n n ^
is not  s tay ing wi th us. But  I 
the i r  homes  and make repairs.

Vi <a I n r.n,em gQT. S 

stay art � ur ijouse 
.hat on ly  when  my 
can a lways help

in formed when 
o Pac i f i c  drove  

t t led.  W;e have 
wh i le  they are 

t he r - i n - l aw  
h e m  c lean up
X

JL ��

Sincere ly ,
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Ja n u a r y  20, 19 45

H o n o r a b l e  Earl  5« W a ryan  
^xosu t l v«  M a n s i o n  
Saoranon ie  | Cat | forala

(In this oatior of tho�
racial commission)

firs

T our 1 fit** saint' pro grow''of eo cisti logislatton  a a ropa f t #4. in�
ih a papers,!®*«. most «xoallaai on«« I f  you caa load the 1*0*1«'�
latiiro to onaob ini© law any con» Id arabio portion of i t*  Of�
eran lo «ota fellah a good »yejou of ooapulsofy health inaurano«»�
wtjÉiho «iii& en®, w ill #wo you our citi©are si  thanks and «9P?«o la�

in this toiler, however* I wish to expresa particul arly ssy  
approval of ih a idea of setting up a commission to  study the  
probi «»« of - racial Minoriti««« I  hops this body will ��	 given  
full authority and adequato wean« to investigata, rs port, and  
rooósŝ othíí not •Only legislation to you t i » o y i  SI att iro* ' Vut  
othow^woaeures and action to local government and to em ployer®,  
landlord«*, and privata orfani sat ions# 1 would ho pa that thi*  
bo dy would uso public iiy and all the ■ jasan s of publ ic info rant ion  
bo educate oúr people as to thè imporianoe ̂ f  -polit ical* esoneri!#*  
and social just lew for our racial »inoriti«®*

It  you should bo success?*»! in ft&vlri* this coaaissipn es tab�
lish od, X roeonmond ayeoelleague» the forno? Principal of  the  
Mont «rey A d ul t -to ho a J , no § the |  � | noi pal of the Sent «rey Union  
High Softool* 157 ft. Thor va Id Kroftĥ yfor a pl̂ oo on tho cornale« Ion.  
For ova? a year he 'has boon ’ the of fiel «iti and ■ t éotful ehalmsm  
of the newly' organizad lutarmela! Ooanitto« of ‘lentoroy Peninsula.  
Ho Is one whits man who would work conscientiously an d uu ¿»elf iehly  
for the good of all« I hopo yon will consider him*

l ion#

5���� ����������������
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Honorable Sheridan Downey

Senate Office Building  
« M H M V M *  i> G*

Deal* Senator Downey«

SS'9 Oy e r e s «  S t ree t  
tío ni «rey* California

January £0-> 1S>4$

A6  a Caucasian and a teller«* in Oh?latían, «thtoe and  
the derao oratie fora of government* tael« to our American  
way of life* i an pleased to express jay approval a nd deep  
appreciation of the action taken by the A r m y  and the Supreme  
Court in restoring the legal right« of American oit ieene of  
Japanese aneo «try* X shall he watching to see whether theee  
step« will he followed by other governmental action » national»  
state» and local» which will bring ?«euXt$|in the d aily lives  
o f  these people*

Protection of the rights of racial and religious mi norities  
ie the host to it of a Just and enlightened governm ent*

Inasmuch ae there were no overt acts of cabotage or m l  
subversive aetivitiee committed by our Japanese fel lew~ottlsens»  
either here or in Hawaii» and» imaemueh as they hav e given  
ample evidence of their loyalty and hardlsm» X propo se that we  
make amends for the arbitrary and injurious way we have treated  
them* 1 urge that Congress «*** Just ae soon ae pra cticable —  
taka etapa to reimburse these people for flnaneial l oaaee in*  
eidental th «heir captivity*

Only by so doing can we correct an injustice against  a whole  
people» * an injustice born of suspicion and fear» and supported  
by avarice and race prejudice* Will you join in thi s plan for  
restitution* and In this effort to clear our Governm ent* e good  
name!

B B & ¿srai£& 11 ‘j ®

�

���

Sincerely yours»  

dalvia 8* Dope
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April 28, 19 45

Judge Lowell Spa rks 
Auburn, California

Your Honor:

We were greatly disturbed by the result of the tria l of those who attacked 
the Doi »anch. It came as a distinct shock that suc h a verdict would be 

given in a community as intelligent as Auburn.

We greatly fear the consequences of condoning such un-American vandalism.
If encouraged, it can so easily spread through the State. Is there anything 
that can be done to reverse this decision or to edu cate the community ausay 

from its present fascist tendencies?

Sincerely,

JWDsmh Josephine W. Duveneck 
Associate Secretary
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April 28, 19 45

Mr* Aobert Kenny 
Attorney General 
Sacramento, California

Dear Sir*

We are greatly shocked by the decision in Ana rn on  the case of the men who 
attacked the Doi home* Is there anything yon can do  to reverse this decision 
which is bound to have the effect of enconraging va ndalism? We feel that if 
once a.good stiff sentence can be imposed on someon e guilty of molesting 
Japanese Americans, it would deter repetitions of s uch offenses*

We were glad to nodethat you had appointed special agents to investigate 
the Merced incident* and hope that this time justic e will carry through.

Sincerely,

Josephine W. Duveneck 
for

JAPANESE AMERICAN COMMITTEE

/



COPY

May 2, 1945

Josephine W. Du veneck
Associate Secretary

American Friends Service Committee
$830 Su tter Street
San Francisco, California

Pear Madam:

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of Ap ril 28th in reference to the 
case of People vs. Watson et al.

Inasmuch as there are still matters pending in Cour t in connections with this 
case, I am referring your letter to the district at torney who prosecuted it, 
and who i am sure will be pleased to give you the i nformation you have requested.

Very truly yours,

Lowell L. Sparks



COPY

May 3, 1945

Miss Josephine W. -^u venick 
American Friends Service Committee 

1830 Su tter Street 
San Francisco, California

Dear Miss Dufcenecki

Phis will acknowledge your letter of April 28 inqui ring whether aciton could 
he taken hy this office to reverse the decision in the Doi case at auburn*

%n the absence of irregularities in connection with t he trial itself persons can�
not, when a jury after its considerations of facts has found them not guilty, bfe 
retried for the same offense* There is therefore no action the State can take*

The ou tcome of this particular trial has been seriously d isturbing to many 
thoughtful citizens because of its reflection on th e inviolability of the 
institutions of trial by jury, an integral part of our Constitutional g«a«antees*

Sincerely yours,

Robert Kenny 
Attorney General
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May 9, 1945

American Friends Service Committee
1830 Su tter Street
San Francisco, California

ATTENTION? Josephine W. -̂ uveneck, Associate Secretary

Dear Madam:

Your letter of April 28, 19 45 wi th reference to the Johnson and Watson case, 
addressed to Judge Cowell Sparks, has been handed t o me by th 4e Judge* The 
verdict in that case I feel was most unfortunate, b ut it does reflect the feil- 
ing and sentiment of the public in this County. App arently the public is carried 
away and their judgemnt is warped by war hysteria q nd war propaganda. There is 
nothing further under the law that we can do after the verdict has been returned 
by the jury, as it has been in this case. We will h ave to hope and pray that 
the more level heads of the community will prevent a recurrence of such acts.
I might state that so far there have been no other acts o t  violence of any 
nature in this county. The fac t that we prosecuted the case, and that they 
cannot get away with such acts without a prosecutio n, will undoubtedly have 

some deterrent effects.

I wish to thank you for this letter as it does show  us that there are still some 
people in this State that believe in the American i nstitutions, and the equal pro�

tection of our laws.

Yours very truly,

C. E. TINDALL 
Dis trict Attorney



Information copy to Mrs» Kingman

A. F.S.C.
20 S. 12th Street
Philadelphia 7, Pa.
May 10, 19 45

Caleb Poo te
Fellowship of Reconciliation 
2151 Vine Street 
Berkeley 7, California

Dear Caleb Footfc:

Thanks very much for your letter of May 4th, together with the 
enclosed copy of your article for the June number o f FELLOWSHIP*

Yesterday Clarence Pickett ana 1 haa a two hour and  a half con�
ference with Dillon S.,Myer in Washington, ne discu ssed with us very 
frankly ana in considerable aetail the problems, cr oss currents ana va�
rious points of view which finally inauoed the WR k to adopt the policy 
of closing the relocation centers on December 51, 1 945. Among these con�
siderations were the followingt

(1) As you suggest in your article, there are some 20,000 young 
people under 18 years of age now in the centers* These youngs ters have 
already had three years of oamp life. This has resulted in very serious 
behavior problems on the part of these youngsters a nd this experience 
tends to entirely unfit them for living as free cit izens in a normal 
American community. Myer said that he felt that it was absolutely im�
perative that for the sake of these children, the c enters must be closed 
and these children gotten back into normal communit y life at the earliest 

possible date.

(2) The employmen t opportunities are much better now than they are 
apt to be at the close of the war, hence the opport  nities of re-integra�
tion into normal community lefe on a self-supportin g basis are greater than 

they will be at a liter period.

(3) The staffs of the weflare organizations in the various communi�
ties are better able to help hanale the reintgration of t he returning evac�
uees at the present time, due to lower relief load, than they a re apt to be  
at the close of the war* Hence they will be able to give to the evacuees  
much better Service than at a later period*

X4) Congressional appropriations are apt to be cut rather dwrsti- 
cally as there is increasing opposition in Congress  against making appro�
priations to care for the evacuees in the centers. With the tempo of the 
war in the Pacific, this opposition is almost sure to increase*

(5) The anti-Japanese baiters on the West Coast are  constantly 
using the centers as a source of agitation for the enaotment of exclusion 
laws on the Coast. The longer the evacuees remain i n the centers, the greater 

the opposition to their return to normal community life.
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As a result of these considerations, Dillon Myer said th at the 
WRA haa finally come to the conclusion that the bes t policy for all con�
cerned was to set the date, December 31, 1945, as the date when the cen�
ters would be closed* ne said that this policy was based upon certain 
assumptions: (1) that jobs are now available; (2) t hat housing can be 
secured; ( 3) that support will be arranged ana available through  Social 
Security; and ( 4) that the WBA, while it is still in existence, will be 
a sponsoring agency for the return of the evacuees to normal community life* 
Naturally, if some of these assumptions are proven to be incorrect or ifin- 
founaed, then that will have a bearing upon the abi lity to carry out the 
policy*

We emphasized to Dillon Myer our feeling that housi ng was the bottle�
neck of the whole porgram and that this was one of the chief deterrents 
causing the hesitation of the evacuees to leave the  centers ana that unless 
the WRA adopted a vigorous policy to solve this pro blem, that the whole 
evacuation program would bog down. He agreed that t he WRA would have to a 
adopt a more vigorous policy in securing houses ana  he said that they were 
prepared tp put a special man in each office to wor k solely on the housing 
porblem. He felt, however, that the housing shortag e could not be solved 
without the cooperation of the various agencies and  especially with the 
support of the evacuees who have already settled in  a community* He said 
that this job is too complicated for any one indivi dual or office force 
to solve without complete cooperation ana co-ordina tion of efforts, ne 
said that the WRft was encouraging the establishmen t of hostels on the 
Coast as a temporary residence for the evacuees to live until they could 
find permanent housing* He pointed out that the WRA is now prepared jbo 
provide equipment to furnish these hostels* Some of  the churches, the 
Buddhist temples ana other institutions under the c ontrol of the evaouees 
are under consideration for use as hostels*

After this interview with Dillon Myer I reread your  letter and ar�
ticle for the June number of FELlAA TSHIP. I t seems to me that the ohief 
difference between the position which you have take n in this article and 
the policy of the WRA is that the WRA has set a def inite date for the 
closing of the centers, namely, December 31, 1945* You feel that no defi�
nite date should have been set or that at most it s hould have been set 
farther in advance to give the evacuees a longer ti me to meke the readjust�
ment* I think there oan be an honest difference of ppininn on this point. 
The da te was set by the WRA a year in advance* Regardless  of the date 
that had been Set, even if it had been two years in  advance, there would 
still be people in the centers at the expiration of  the date* Taking 
everything into consideration, it seems to me that t he WRA has adopted a 
wise policy in announcing that the camps would be c losed on the 31s t of 
December* There is no question but that this will involve hardsh ips* 
Overagainst this, there must be placed t;he aamage which will be done to 
young people by continued existence in the centers ana the effect which 
this whole system is having on pauperizing all thos e who remain in the 
centers. There is no painless way out of the situation into whi ch we have 
gotten ourselves as a result of the evacuation proc edure. In saying what 
I have, I � � � not want to be understood as in any way approving t he evacu�
ation program, whioh I have from the vt �ry beginning opposed*
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Every time I have a conference with Dillon Myer, I a m always su�
premely grateful that a man of his idealism, purpos e and motivation is in 
hharge of this program# he is trying his best to � � � as little harm as 
possible in admittedly a bad situation*

As far as 1 know, ail the church groups and all ind ividuals who are 
frienus of the evacuees urged the WRA to permit the  evacuees to leave the 
camps, to demand the rescinding of the exclusion or ders ana have urged the 
closing of the centers as soon as possible* If the WRA had not adopted 
this policy, I am sure they would have been roundly  condemned by all friends 
of the evaouees, including yourself•

In view of the honest difference of opinion in conn ection with the 
date of the closing of the centers, it seems to me that it would be only 
fair that Dillon Myer have an opportunity to see yo ur article before it is 
published and prepare an article which would state his position to be pub�
lished in FELLOWSHIP at the same time, if he oared to# This would then 
give the opportunity for the presentation of both p oints of view concur�
rently# Your article will be used as additional amm unition by evacuee- 
haters to undermine the policy of the WRA and in th eir personal attack to 
secure the removal of Dillon Myer# In view of ail t he political con�
siderations involved, it seems to me that the appea rance of this article 
at this time, unless it is accompanied by a stateme nt by the WRA, will be 

of questionable value#

You were gooa enough to send me a copy Of your arti cle and I have 

been frank in expressing to you my reaction to it#

With best wishes, 1 am

Yours sincerely,

Homer L# Morris

HLMj MY

Cc to A# J* Muste
Clarence E# Pickett



/
July 5, 1945

Mr* Robertson M. Fort  
Secretary, Japanese American Relocation  
American Friends Service Comities  
20 South Twelfth Street  
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr* Fort?

Many thanks for letting us know about the very generous  
offer of one of your cooperators to provide us with reprint s of  
the Readers Digest article for IRA distribution*

As it happens, we had already ordered 10,000 copies of  
this reprint some time before receiving your letter an d could  
not very well cancel the order now, Mr* R. B* Cozzens o f our  
Vest Coast field office, however, assures me that th e Pacific  
Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play co uld  
undoubtedly make effective use of as many as 5,000 cop ies* As  
you doubtless realise, distribution through the Fair Pl ay group  
would be concentrated In the very areas where the repr int le  
most acutely needed to offset local antagonisms and misconcep�
tions*

If your potential donor Is interested In such distr ibu�
tion, 1 would suggest that either you or he get In tou ch with  
Mrs* Ruth Kingman, Executive Secretary, Committee on  American  
Principles and Fair Play, 2254 Telegraph Avenue, Be rkeley,  
California.

cc : j^rs. Ruth K ingman 
Execu t i ve Sec r etary
Committ ee on Ame r ican P r inciples and Fai r Play 
2234 T eleg raph Av enue 
Berk eley, Califo rn ia

Sincerely yours

K*
Chief, Reports Division



Telephone* Ri vers ide 0917

Spokane Office

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COltOTTEE  
East 17 S eventh Av enue 

Spokane 10, Wash*

November 1, 1944

Dear Fr iends*

Ther e is e very r eason to f eel that th e A r my is now r eady f ro m 
th e mili tary standpo in t to l if t th e exclusion o rd ers as i t aff ec ts thos e 
of Japanese ances try, V/ e th ink that th e r eason why th e A r my has no t tak en 
any s t eps is because th ey lack confidence in th e coas tal r esiden ts to d e�
mocrat ically accep t th e r eturn of th e e va cuees to th ei r for mer ho mes* Be�
cause of th e loud agi tat ion of th e ’’aboli t ionis ts’1, Ar my has some g rounds 
to b e conce rn ed.

However, w e feel that th e agi tat ion is conduc t ed by a mino r i ty - 
a s mall mino r i ty. W e wan t th e A r my to r ealize that, and to hav e confi�
dence in th e people now li v ing on th e coas t.

Ther efo r e, th is is an endea vor to organ ize good-will on th e coas t 
in a quie t, substant ial way. We wan t to con ta ct thos e peoples who a r e 
f r iendly to th e Japanese to g i ve assu ran ce to th e A r my that th ey wan t th ei r 
for mer n eighbo rs ba ck. Ins t ead of th e loud way in which th e small vo cal 
ra cis t groups ar e conduc t ing th ei r campaign of con t inued exclusion, we 
want to qu ie tly, and w i th good-w ill, assu r e th e A r my that th e la rg e sha r e 
of th e coas t populat ion a r e s t ill fi r m belie vers in jus t ice and democ ra cy.

Her e is whe r e we can play an impo rtant rol e in th e applica t ion 
of democ ra cy. Those of us who ha ve been e va cua t ed know of one o r two or 
mor e Caucasians back home who we r e f r iendly to th e Japanese, We need to 
know who th ey a r e. These people will th en be con ta c t ed and will be en�
cou rag ed to ask th e A r my au thor i t ies to sp eed up th e day of homecoming, 
and of ou r r eturn to a status of a mor e decen t ci t izenship. The Pacific 
Coast Committ ee on Ame r ican P r inciples and Fai r Play, th e Ame r ican Fr iends 
Serv ice Commi tt ee, th e Fede ral Council of Chu r ches, and o th er groups ar e 
anxious to know who our fr iends a r e.

Could we pa rt icipa t e in th is wo rk by supply ing names and, whe r�
ever poss ible, th e add r esses of th e f r iends v/ e lef t ba ck home? We need to 
act on th is immedia t ely, so you r immedia t e coope rat ion will be app r ecia t ed. 
Please send th e names and add r esses to me at th e abo ve add r ess.

Since r ely you rs,

Spokan e Sec r etary

P,S. Ask your fr iends who a r e no t on my mailing lis t to jo in in on th is 
proj ec t, too.
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JAPANESE -AMERICAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Southern California Branch, American Friends Service Commi ttee
426 North Raymond Avenue  

Pasadena, California

Number 16 June 10, 1946

NEW CHAPTER IN RESETTLEMENT

The lifting of the ban excluding Japanese Americans fro m the west coast area m s  
accepted with much less protest than opponents of return h ad predicted, nEohoes of  
the racial hysteria that had confused the problem mere hear d, but the consensus m s  
that civilians should support the judgment of military auth orities backed as it m s  
by the highest court in the land", m s  the appraisal of the Los Angeles Daily News,

A comparatively small number of the evacuees have thus  far taken advantage of  
the opportunity to return to the west coast which mas o pened to them January 2, 1946,  
when the Army order of December 17 became effective. But thi s new chapter in re�
settlement is actually going forward,

Student placement in colleges— -always an impetus to res ettlement— is developing  
gradually. The national Student Relocation Council report ed that "with the opening  
of the spring terms, about 50 evacuee students are known to have retu rned (to the  
west coast) and all reports from them and about them are favorable .n

A few Japanese Americans who own real estate are returnin g to their houses or in�
come producing property. And there is a significant group of returnee s” mho are  
real pioneers— those who have come back without any spec ially favorable circumstances  
as background, with a matter-of-fact readiness to make the  best of the situations  
they find.

HOSTEL SERVICES

Our branch of the American Friends Service Committee  is aiding early returnees  
by maintaining two hostels which, in addition to meeting  a practical need for tempo�
rary lodging, help by their friendliness to restore a fee ling of seourity and to fur�
nish an atmosphere in which those returning can work out t heir problems and make un�
hurried decisions. Staff members give some informal aid in securing employment, and  
where possible, in locating permanent housing. As in most areas, housing is a far  

more serious problem than employment.

The Pasadena Hostel, in the ohurch house of the form er Japanese Union Churoh at  
SOI Kensington Place, accommodates about twelve guests, is used to  capacity most of  
the time, and has arranged some accommodations in private homes , Sarah Field is  
director, assisted by Katherine Fanning,

The Evergreen Hostel, at 506 North Evergreen Avenue, L os Angeles, is housed in a 
building formerly used as a school for Mexioan girls. The Presb yterian Churoh is co�
operating with the A.F.S.C, in sponsoring the project  by contributing the services of  
one of the direotors and making the building available. This hostel ne w has an aver�
age of about 81 guests and has had a total of more than 76 0 sinoe it began operating  
in February (officially opening March l), Esther B,  Rhoads is director and  
Rev. S, Kpwta, of the Uiiion Christian Churoh at Poston, oo-direotor.  Newell Stewerd  
and Martha Langston have generously given full-time vol unteer service. The former has  
recently joined the regular staff of the Southern Cali fornia A.F.S.C. and will have
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general supervision of the hostels and other Japanese Ame rican work during the coining  

three months absence of Esther Rhoads.

The importance of restoring normal social relationships is  always borne in mind,  
and the hostels endeavor to have a part in breaking down the  artificial barriers be�
tween Caucasians and Japanese Americans which have bee n built up during three years of  
segregation* Mr, Kowta., in charge of religious services, constantly  emphasizes the  
opportunity which the new start of resettlement gives perso ns of Japanese ancestry to  
affiliate themselves with regular American churches a nd social activities. Visitors  
are welcome at the hostels and the informal friendliness o f interested people is of  
great help. Guests may have lunoh or dinner at the hoste ls by sending advance request.

OTHER A.F.S.C. SERVICES

Although the hostels have occupied our main attention and  resources recently in  
the Japanese American work, other activities continue. Esth er Rhoads will Visit  
several relocation centers on a three—months trip this su mmer. Helen Brill, student  
secretary in the Pasadena office, is now loaned part time to a  project sponsored by the  
Regional Office for Student Work of the YMCA and YWCA for  aiding college young people  
to find summer service openings in the relocation oenters, assisting with educational  
and reoreational activities under arrangements permitted by the War Relocation  

Authority.

The work of the Southern California Branch is of cou rse only a part ,of the  
Japanese American program of the Servioe Committee. At  Philadelphia a hostel is main�
tained artf the A.F.S.C. aids in the orientation of resett lers in that area. A  number  
of Nisei are employed in the A.F.S.C. offices. The Chicago office has  many opportuni�
ties for service to the large group of Japanese Americans located there. An  A.F.S.C.  
hostel is maintained at Des Moines. The San Francisco and Seattle offices have their  
own activities; in the latter area Floyd Schmoe is active in he lping to find openings  
and locations in the agricultural field. Interesting work camps sp onsored by the  
Seattle A.F.S.C. are shared in by Japanese Americans, C aucasians, and those of other  
races. The Service Committee office in Hawaii, where there was no general evacuation,  
has still had significant opportunity for services to Japanese America ns who are war  
sufferers, beginning with aid to fishermen idiom the war emer gency left without live�
lihood. We hope later to be able to give a further report of activities i n 

Honolulu.

Former personnel. G. Raymond Booth, formerly with the Servioe Comm ittee and  
later on the War Relocation authority staff, serving suc cessively in the Cincinnati,  
Chicago, and Los Angeles offices, has recently resigned to beco me director of the  
Los Angeles Council of Civic Unity... Gracia D. Booth is now executive secretary of  
the Southern California Branch Committee on American Principles and Fair flay, which  
is active in aiding the community integration of retu rning Japanese Americans, further�
ing cooperation between different interested groups, and in v aried public opinion  
work... Walter Godfrey, who was an our Southern California A.F .S.C. staff in the  
Japanese Amerioan seotion for several months, recently left for  other work. His re�
porting and coordination servioe —  very helpful during the mon ths preceding and just  
after the "lifting of the ban" —  was appreciated both by A.F.S.C. and other interested  

organizations.

SAMPLINGS OF COMMUNITY SENTIMENT

Many organizations have been helpful and cooperative in the hostel projects in  
Southern California. The Los Angeles and Pasadena chapters of  the Committee for  
American Principles and Fair Play endorsed the projects to  their membership, and in-
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dividual members of "the Pasadena League of Women Vo ters have made contributions • The  
Friends of the American Way (an active organization he aded by a Pasadena business man)  
is generous in its cooperation« A contribution was reoeive d from the Federation of  
Congregational Women of Southern California and several hav e come from ■ women*s  
societies and Sunday Sohool classes of other denominations, A  gir ls* missionary guild  
in a large Baptist church sent in a contribution of $22.25 — procee ds from a Saturday  
morning’s work for members of the church, A  contributio n came in from a group of high  
school teachers in memory of a co-worker who had rece ntly passed away— a  woman who had  
been ”a staunch and invaluable friend of Japanese Ame ricans” ,

In general, fair community acceptance in the Southern California area is indi�
cated by experiences in our relocation work. There have bee n no protests nor neighbor�
hood difficulties in the case of our hostels. Friendly visit ors have come from  
neighborhood churches and from the publio schools. Women from a Negro church called  
at the Los Angeles hostel to leave a generous check and to expres s friendly interest.  
Neighborhood children have stopped to inquire if there were c hildren at the hostel  
with Whom they could play. The few boys and girls staying at  the hostels have had  
happy, normal experiences in the public schools. In stores and in  local travel in  
Los Angeles the experiences of returnees have been normal, bearing out the general  
oommezrb of Japanese American resettlers* nThe big cities are all ri ghts” Instances  
of rebuffs and discourtesies have been reported from sma ller towns and somstimes from  
suburban residence cities, but often they are evidently due to individual attitudes,  
not prevailing community sentiment. A  Japanese American was  refused service at a  
barber shop in one town with the gruff announcement tha t the proprietor ”had a son in  
the Pacific” . But he was courteously reoeived at a shop  a few doors away. A  young man  
bluntly snubbed at a bark in another town had a pleasa nt chat at the corner drug store  
with old acquaintances, and again at the grocery store. Mu ch good sportsmanship is  
evidenced by Japanese Amerioan returnees as they ackn owledge the element of uncertainty  
in community acceptance, and work out the problems of their p ersonal situations  
matter-of -factly and w^th a prevailingly fine, sweet-temp ered spirit* which cannot but  
have its effect in building mutual understanding.

RETURNEES ON THE JOB

Types of employment secured by returnees in our area are var ied. Several young  
women are employed as stenographers in ohuroh or socia l work organizations... one is  
in a doctor’s office... two women are employed in dressmaki ng alteration work in  
stores* Among the men, a few are employed in technical or hig hly skilled factory  
work... one in the packing of medical supplies. A  former pos tal employed is rein�
stated in his old job... Two are employed in a cooperative gas station..* There are  
more calls for gardeners than can be filled —  in some oases  men experienced in garden  
work are available, but lack of tools is the difficulty. Ma ny times the more expen�
sive essential tools— power lawn mowers, pruning shears, e tc.— were disposed of at the  
time of evacuation and now new ones cannot be purchased w ithout priorities. A  few  
evacuees have secured jobs in the nursery or florist trade. ., a few are in truck farm�
ing or other forms of agriculture. Some of these, it is intere sting to note, are suf�
ficiently well established to send contributions of veg etables for hostel use. A  very  
few are starting independent businesses. One former barb er is ready to open a shop —  
one returnee is operating a small variety store.

CENTER RESIDENTS FACE THE FUTURE

The less encouraging side of the relocation picture must  be frankly faced.
The War Relocation Authority hoped that a relocatio n pace of 1000 persons per month  
returning to the west coast might be maintained through  1945. However, the actual  
number returning is far below that. Complete figures for  west coast resettlement are
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not available. As of June 1, the district office of WRA es timated that between  
1000 and 1200 returnees are in Southern California on t erminal leave.

As hurdles whioh have kept evacuees from leaving the centers,  the American Civil  

Liberties Onion lists:

Fear of vigilante action based on reported incident s of attack  
or molestation!

Attitudes of many west-coast newspapers!
Activities of organized groups in California, Oregon, a nd Washington  

engaged in a determined effort to keep them out of tho se areas!
Lack of housing!
Insufficient funds to make a fresh start.

It is a serious question whether these handicaps can be redu ced sufficiently to  
achieve the complete closing of the relocation cente rs by the end of 1945 —  the  
schedule firmly announced by the War Relocation Auth ority, If that is to be accom�
plished without serious hardship, more adequate provision  must be made for care of the  
aged and for large families, as well as for some of the other problems involved.

Limited assistance is provided by the W.R.A,, which pays railroad fare or other  
transportation of evacuees to their new locations, and sh ipping costs of personal  
property stored in government warehouses (where shippin g distance exceeds twenty-five  
miles). Other assistance is provided by the distric t relocation offices in key cities,  
whioh'give some help with property difficulties, includ ing legal aid ip. certain "type”  
oases, W.S.A. staff also contact state and local government depa rtments and community  
agencies In the varied problems involved in resettlem ent,

Wo adequate restitution for the actual financial losses of evacuation has been  
provided, nor proposed by official sources. Evacuees must  themselves pay costs for  
shipping any property of a commercial nature, and the in dividual o&sh allotment  
granted evacuees on leaving the centers is |25.

Some 55,000 people, most of them old people and children un der eighteen, still V  
remain in the centers— forced to begin life over again, and fe arful to make this ven�
ture in our American communities.

DEMOCRACY CHALLENGED

Organized opposition to the return of evacuees is be ing unscrupulously pressed in  
some areas of California, Oregon, and Washington, and is r esponsible for a number of  
incidents of intimidation and molestation, and some actual violence, Policies of  
racism —  opposition to non-Caucasians —  and motives of  eoonomio competition are  
evident bases of organized hostility.

It is fair to note that veterans* organizations, whioh  in some phases of evacua�
tion and relocation have been considered among "pre ssure groups", have now swung over  
to a support of the rights of Japanese American citizens, give full recognition to the  
distinguished servioe record of Nisei in the United States A r m y ,  and have rebuked in�
stances of racial discrimination on the part of local posts .

The seriousness of incidents perpetrated by lawless eleme nts and their grave  
threat to our standards of demooratio practice cannot b e minimized. Their challenge  
to all the forces whioh stand for law-abiding democracy must be met by greater  
efforts -- more concerted public opinion work, more vigo rous repudiation of vigilante  
methods, more articulate insistence that the west oo ast shall not condone "black  
spots" where the basic principles of democracy are flouted.
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The steady pressures of illiberal foroes, as well as the mor e draxnatio inci�
dents, should give us serious concern. One nantin organization is report ed by a well-  
informed lawyer to have fourteen directors all membe rs of the Produce Exchange, with  
no attempt to create a blind. We encounter the same element of commercial competi�
tion on a petty scale, and have report of a florists* car pool combining to deliver  
flowers to our largest cemetery-undertaking establi shment, which now refuses to de�
liver the flowers of a Japanese American florist.

An  appraisal of the constructive and the illiberal forces  involves our funda�
mental faith in the capacities of democracy. The contacts of our relocation work  
have heartened us in our confidence that the constructive forces are varied and vital,  
and can dominate the situation. We could cite numbers of anecdotes  warm with human  
interest.. • the professor at our outstanding instit ute of technology who asked for  
an Issei (older generation) gardener because they wo uld find it harder to secure em�
ployment than would the young men... the city fire inspe ctor who. his official tour  
of the hostel over, commented respectfully on the Japan ese Americans* quiet acceptance  
of a hard situation— remarkably fine spirit, he felt, for t hose who after all "had had  
a dirty deal11... or the lieutenant serving in the U .S. Army in the Philippines,  
whose letter reached our office (officially censored) May 17*

"All I can contribute (to the hostels) is my sinoere con* » 
gratulations for the splendid work you have started. Many  
Californians out here have been ashamed of the views an d 
opinions expressed by certain anti-Japanese-American s in  
California and feel a definite obligation to attempt  to  
atone for the treatment o f  these American citizens duri ng  
the past years."

Incidents such as these from our relocation work— wholeso mely democratic,  
fine-8pirited, and heartening— furnish us assurance tha t our democracy is sound  
enough to repudiate intolerance which expresses its elf in intimidation and violence.  
At points w© have seriously failed in applying democ ratic principles and maturing  
democratic practices, and the West has helped to furnish  the dark spots, but written  
into the history of the West also is demonstration of a war m faith that a man* s a man  
regardless of ancestry. This faith is one of the importan t potentials of the reloca�

tion situation.
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OFFI CIAL CLOSING

The yea r 1945, wh ich began wi th th e "lif t ing of th e ban" pe r mi tt ing Japanese 
Amer icans to r eturn to th e wes t coas t, ended wi th th e closing of th e r eloca t ion cen t ers 
and a progra m of has t ily-made a rrang ements for thos e who had no t voluntar ily r ese ttl ed.
At progr essi vely se t dat es du r ing No vember and D ecember, th e las t of th e nine r egula r 
r eloca t ion cen t ers* w er e closed : all by th e t ime scheduled--some in ad van ce of th e da t e 
announced. An excellen t su mmary of th e closing of th e go vern ment r eloca t ion p rogra m is 
gi ven in In t erpr et er R eleases, Vol. XXII, No.' 51, Dec. 15, 1945, issued by th e Common 
Council fo r A mer ican Uni ty.

This final g roup of "r eturn ees" included th e less skilled and less confiden t, 
many of th em elde rly. All had found r eloca t ion difficul t for so me r eason. Bu t so me 
had failed to r eloca t e simply because of la rg e families fo r who m no housing could be 
found; some had useful skills bu t w er e unable to r esume th ei r old o ccupa t ions -- tru ck 
gard ene rs who could no t l ease land; Issei fishe r men s t ill p roh ibi t ed f ro m ope rat ing 
boa ts off our w es t coas t.

Thos e who had no t made plans fo r th ei r own r eloca t ion and who exp r essed no p r efe r�
ence as to ar ea of r ese ttl ement w er e r eturn ed by th e War R eloca t ion Au thor i ty to th e 
ar ea of th ei r l egal r esidence. Tempo rary hous ing in th e Los Angeles a r ea, at Sa cra mento, 
and n ear San Fran cisco was p rov ided fo r thos e wi thout pr i vat e housing in p rosp ec t.
Near Los Ang eles, mili tary barra cks we r e con vert ed in to fa mily li v ing qua rt ers by th e 
WRA, and turn ed o ver by th em to th e Fede ral Publ ic Housing Au thor i ty for op erat ion.
Ther e a r e six ba rra ck "ins tallat ions" : at Lo mi ta, Hawthorn e, San ta Mon ica, El Segundo, 
and Bu rbank (two s epa rat e camps); also a la rg e camp nea r Costa M esa in th e San ta Ana 
ar ea. Abou t 4000 p ersons w er e ins tall ed in th ese t emporary a ccommodat ions in Sou th ern 
Califo rn ia, acco rd ing to r epo rt made in Decembe r (Int erpr et er R eleases ci t ed abo ve).

Monthly r ental is cha rg ed at th e rat e of $15 fo r two p ersons, w i th $2.00 add ed 
fo r each addi t ional pe rson. Th e size of each sec t ion is 12g- x 20 fee t. Th e only fu r�
ni tur e p rov ided consis ts of co ts (on wh ich each pe rson pays $5 d eposi t) w i th mattr esses 
and blanke ts, and o il hea t ers. R esiden ts for m &. coope rat i ve "mess" to op erat e ki t chen 
and dining roo m. Sani tary fa cili t ies and laund ry ar e communal and, limi t ed at b es t, 
ar e qui t e unsa t isfac tory for fa milies in ex t ended r esidence.

For th e fi rst 60 days funds to cover r ent and food cha rg es fo r thos e unable to 
pay th em wer e p rov ided by th e War S erv ices Aids, a fede ral ag ency wi th funds coming 
f ro m Social Secu r i ty. It was th e in t ent ion of th e fede ral ag encies to sh if t to th e 
County, at th e end of that p er iod, th e financial r esponsibili ty for ca r e of thos e 
Japanese Ame r icans unable to b e self-suppo rt ing.

*Tule Lake, func t ioning bo th as a r egula r cen t er for thos e (both N isei and loyal 
aliens) f r ee to r eloca t e a t any t ime, and as seg r ega t ion cen t er for r enuncian t e, 
thos e who had gi ven up th ei r A mer ican ci t izenship, was no t made subjec t to th e 
end-of- th e-yea r closing. The closing da t e was defe rr ed fi rst to F ebruary 15; th en 
to Mar ch 1. Se veral groups of r epa tr ia t es ha ve al r eady been sen t ba ck to Japan. 
However, nu mbers of th e Nisei ha ve pe t i t ioned to r e-es tabl ish th ei r ci t izenship on 
th e g rounds that th ey we r e p r essu r ed in to r enuncia t ion. A p rogra m of hea r ings 
grant ed by th e U. S. Depa rt ment of Just ice to conside r th ese pe t i t ions is now unde r 
way.
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EVACUATION’S CASUALTIES

A numbe r of th e old men we r e sen t to th e Ma r iposa ins tallat ion at El S egundo.
Some of th ese a r e bo rd erl ine cases, unable to ga in admi ttan ce to th e Coun ty Hosp i tal, 
but n eeding indi v idualized a tt ent ion —  one blind man, se veral d iabe t ics needing insulin 
injec t ions, and o th ers n eeding tray s erv ioe. No p rov ision was made fo r p ersonal ca r e, 
laund ry, or cleaning of roo ms. And roo ms wer e th e bleak ba rra ck qua rt ers of ’’g ene ral 
issue” ; co t, mattr ess, blanke ts (no sh eets), o il s tov e —  no th ing else.

Esth er Rhoads and N ewell S t eward of th e A FSC s taff made a numbe r of tr ips to 
El S egundo... succeeded in ge tt ing one man fo r g ene ral car e, paid fo r by th e con tra c�
tor op erat ing th e house. And f ro m funds of th e Se rv ice Commi tt ee a Nisei nu rs e and 
thr ee hospi tal ord erl ies a r e being p rov ided. Also th e Commi tt ee has fu rn ished a si t�
t ing roo m. Ou r staff v isi tors con t inue to call and to g i ve help in special cases.

No p roj ec t could be mo r e fundamen tally in keeping wi th Fr iends' aim to s erv e 
wi th t ende r hu man conce rn in si tuat ions whe r e th e need is inconspicuous and no t g ene r�
ally und erstood.

The Se rv ice Commi tt ee is anxious to d evelop fu rth er s erv ices fo r elde rly A mer ican 
Japanese who ha ve no r ela t i ves to ca r e fo r th em. Se veral s i t es fo r a s mall old people's 
home ha ve been in ves t iga t ed and i t is hoped that a d ecision on th ese can be made 
sho rtly.

HOSTEL ACTIVITIES

The ha rdsh ips of th e housing sho rtag e a r e common p robl ems. Bu t th e Japanese 
Amer icans face th ese p robl ems handicapped by wa r-t ime p r ejudice; ra cial r es tr ic t ions; 
and th e deple t ion of th ei r f inancial r esou r ces due to th e e va cua t ion.

Host els to a id r eturn ing Japanese Ame r icans ha ve been ope rat ed in se veral w es t 
coas t ci t ies by r eligious g roups —  in Los Angeles by some eigh t Chr is t ian denomina�
t ions : M ethod is t, Bapt is t, Fr ee Me thod is t, D isciples, Uni tar ian, Fr iends, P r esby�
t er ian ( in coope rat ion wi th Fr iends), and th e Holiness Chu r ch. The total of 35 hos�
t els (s everal now closed) included also thos e ope rat ed by Buddhis t groups and by in�
di v idual Japanese Ame r icans.

The Fr iends Se rv ice Commi tt ee has main ta ined o r h elped to op erat e th e two host els 
desc r ibed in ea rl ie r bull et ins. Its off icial pa rt icipa t ion in th e Pasadena Hos t el (a 
jo in t ent erpr ise of se veral d iffe r ent groups, including th e Cong r ega t ional mission 
board) ended Janua ry 15. Th e house is now to b e used by th e Japanese Union Chu r ch, 
which is r esuming func t ioning. Info r mal lodging of indi v idual gues ts may con t inue as 
a hospi tal i ty a ct i v i ty of th e chu r ch or pastor. Sarah F ield’s wo rk as d i r ec tor of 
th e hos t el has been much app r ecia t ed; he r sy mpathy and chee rful sp i r i t hav e gi ven th e 
proj ec t war m f r iendliness.

Evergr een Hos t el is s t ill c rowd ing i ts a ccommodat ions and has an a verag e of 118 
or 120 p ersons. Th e turn-ov er of gu es ts is compa rat i vely slow due to hous ing sho rt�
age. Ye t in Janua ry n ine families found ou ts ide housing and lef t th e hos t el, th is 
being th e bes t r eco rd in se veral months.

Help wi th indi v idual p robl ems is gi ven by th e Hos t el s taff; th er e is inc r easing 
need fo r s erv ices of th e welfa r e typ e.

Rev. S. Kowta, co-di r ec tor at Ev ergr een, conduc ts r eligious se rv ices on Sunday 
and a t mid-week, and does counseling, pa rt icula rly w i th old er p eople.

Several young p eople ha ve se rv ed as "social in t ern es" (a s erv e and lea rn t echnique 
which is an essen t ial pa rt of Quak er so cial wo rk). Stud ents fro m Mt . Holyok e, Ea rlha m,



and se veral Califo rn ia colleges, and a young woman s tart ing in pe rsonn el wo rk, hav e 
helped wi th r ec r eat ion and placemen t a ct i v i t ies. One of th e s tud ents shortly to r e�
turn to h er eas t ern college summed up th e s t imula t ion she had r ecei ved: valuabl e les�
sons in th e use of communi ty ag encies and facili t ies... a b road ening of sympa thy by 
r ealiza t ion of wha t eva cua t ion had ac tually meant to th e Japanese Ame r ican people... 
inspi rat ion to work as an indi v idual fo r th e o ver coming of ra cial p r ejudice. The hos�
t el has also had gene rous volunt eer ass is tan ce, bo th for short proj ec ts and for long er 
per iods.

Evergr een s taff members, part icula rly N ewell S t eward, hav e spen t much t ime assis�
t ing th e hos t els ope rat ed by o th er groups. N ine t een o r tw enty of th ese we r e gi ven 
some so rt of a id wi th probl ems of ini t ial equipmen t or main t enance, including; some 
loans.

TRIBUTE

The Japanese Ame r ican wo rk lost th e se rv ices of Es th er Rhoads as th e end of 
December. Sh e is now in th e Philadelphia office of A FSC, helping to plan futur e 
Fr iends' wo rk in th e O r ien t, and as soon as p er mi tt ed will go to Japan to r esume he r 
for mer t eaching wo rk. Wh ile wi th th e Sou th ern Califo rn ia B ran ch of A FSC fo r n early 
four y ears sh e di r ec t ed local p roj ec ts, v isi t ed r eloca t ion cen t ers and mid-was t em 
hos t els, and was loaned to Poston R eloca t ion Cen t er for sp ecial se rv ices. He r t i r e�
less de vot ion, he r pra c t ical abili ty and broad und erstand ing ha ve made an endu r ing 
con tr ibu t ion which will be g rat efully r emember ed.

HIGHLIGHTS OF EMPLOYMENT PICTURE

The employmen t prosp ec ts of r eturn ees r eflec t th e gene ral s i tuat ion... hea vy 
demand fo r tra ined domes t ic help... some openings fo r far m labo r ers, but at unsat is�
fac tory wag es... th e si tuat ion t igh t ening in th e indus tr ial field. The U. S. Employ�
ment S erv ice made th e s tat ement r ecen tly that th er e a r e no unskilled jobs a va ilable 
in th e Los Angeles a r ea —  no openings in "en try o ccupa t ions" in fac tor ies, cons tru c�
t ion indus tr ies, e t c. —  and that f ew skilled jobs a r e a va ilable.

The placemen t staff at Ev ergr een Hos t el tr ies pa rt icula rly to h elp tra ined 
work ers. A mong thos e r ecen tly pla ced ha ve been a p r in t er, two phar macis ts, two labor�
atory t echnicians (wo men), an expe r ienced seams tr ess in cus to m d r essmaking, two photog�
raph ers, and s everal fa ctory work ers. Th er e some oppo rtun i t ies fo r thos e in s top-gap 
jobs to obta in be tt er work. So me placemen ts of th is typ e a r e made by ou r host el s taff; 
oth ers ar e r epo rt ed to th em. One man who had spen t s everal months as d ishwashe r in a 
con vent s chool ob ta ined a job as food chemis t w i th a manufac tur er of v i ta mins. The 
la tt er prov ided housing by gi v ing a roo m in his own home.

I t would tak e a de ta iled r esea r ch check to g i ve adequa t e r epo rt of labor un ion 
accep tan ce, ac tual appl ica t ion of ci vil se rv ice r egula t ions, etc. But highlights can 
be given... A boycott against Japanese American wor kers in the Los Angeles wholesale 
produce markets, enforced during the war by a ban a gainst Nisei membership in the Pro�
duce Drivers and Employes Union, was broken on Dece mber 7 by vote to accept all 
American citizens of Japanese American ancestry. Ef forts to limit such membership to 
war veterans only was defeated.

It was reported some months ago (Minutes, Los Angel es Coordinating Council for 
Resettlement, August 22, 19 45) that th e Los Angeles Coun ty Hosp i tal work ers migh t b e 
r eins tat ed thr ee mon ths aft er th e close of th e wa r; and that th e Los Angeles Ci ty 
Board of Edu ca t ion employee r ela t ionships had no t b een se ver ed... no employees had 
r eturn ed as ye t, but th e way was open.

Recen t prot es t in Place r County aga ins t us e of a Japanese Ame r ican sec t ion c r ew



by th e Sou th ern Pacific was firmly met by railroad officials... the same protest 
from the sheriff of Nevada County, who urged that he was ’’afraid of trouble” if 
Japanese Americans were employed in that county, was rebuked by St ate Attorney 
General Kenny as malfeasance in office.

With the Japanese Americans offering needed skills, the hostile  and the preju�
diced have often had to eat their words. One Los Angeles newspap er protested west 
coast return on December 19, 19 44, wi th the editorial query: ’’Will a housholder 
whose son was on Bataan, say, or Guadalcanal or Tarawa, give a Jap a job or buy his 
vegetables?" And the same newspaper, on New Years Day, 19 46, entered in the Pasadena 
Tourna ment of Ros es a floa t d eco rat ed 100^ by Nisei wo rkers.

On the opposite side of the score: The "wh ite man's country" attitude persists 
in efforts to limit the opportunities of Japanese Americans to unski lled fields.
Ther e is t he a tt i tud e which consid ers the Japanese Americans principally a source of 
faithful, self-effacing domestic help, and the crude hostility of news papers advocat�
ing shipping back to Japan those unwilling to work on Count y road gangs...
Japanese American "returnees" formerly in farming and truck ga rdening have in the 
main been unsuccessful in getting land... Issei (non-citizen) fi shermen are now pro�
hibited by state law from operating, although the Coast Guard, which pa sses on the 
public safety angle, has removed war-time restrictions on fishing... J apanese 
American farmers who have re-established themselves have in some cases been forced to 
turn over their produce to a third party in order to have thei r vegetables handled in 
the market... Two fa ctories employing numbers of Nisei have one wage scale for 
Caucasians— 900 an hour; another for Japanese Americans— 80$zi . A raise is given 
Caucasian workers after 30 to 45 days s erv ice; no ra ise is given Japanese American 
workers until they threaten to leave.

POST-WAR PUBLIC OPINION

General communi ty att i tud es h av e grown conside rably more liberal and understand�
ing, in spite of the persistence of prejudice in the economic fiel d. War feeling re�
laxed definitely during the fall months. As various war-time regulation s were re�
moved, most communities accepted the fact that authorized resettlement  would proceed. 
In general, the returning Japanese Americans' right to residence, freedom from moles�
tation, and normal social mingling are now granted with little serious challenge.

"Incidents" have decreased, though there are sporadic cases, now us ually the 
milder forms of violence. A broken plate glass window in a drug store at Fr esno did 
$40 wo rth of da mage on Decembe r 20, but was t he fi rst case of damage to th e p rop erty 
of a r eturned Japanese American to be reported in several months. A little later, 
however -- (January 29)-- a similar incident occurred in a Placer Cou nty town; a win�
dow in a store just opened by a Nisei veteran, winner of the Bronze S tar for bravery, 
was shattered during the night.

The p ress still tends toward negative influence, since outstandingly hosti le 
newspapers have wide circulation. The colo r ing of simple news is illus trat ed by  two 
con trast ing accoun ts d esc r ibing a quite natural encounter, in the Los Angeles Union 
Station, of veterans from the Pacific and Japanese American families return ing from 
the government relocation centers.

"A tense scene...watched grimly by G.I.”s" was described in one news 
report with a half-page spread of photographs. And "Japanese American 
families complained because most of them had to travel by chair c ar on 
the seven-day trip... did not get off the train when it first c ame in 
because there were no Red Caps to wait on them...”

"No evidence of hostility...” quietly reported the other paper, ".. .some 
curious stares, but marines stared no more or less than the rest of
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th e s tat ion crowd." And a single photograph snapped for real human in�
terest showed little family groups; men baggage-laden, mothers with 

babies. " The tr ip was rath er ru gged bu t th ey we r en’ t gr iping."

Inaccu ra cy as well as malice enters into the press picture. The pape r wh ich gave 
the quieter and more accurate of the accounts just mentioned publis hed as fact (just as 
did other Los Angeles newspapers) a false report that there were 4000 Japanese Ame r icans 
on th e Los Angeles Coun ty r elief rolls. A co rr ec t ion item appearing three days later 
stated that there were 8 4, no t 4000, but the damage of untold misunderstanding had al�
ready been done.

NEXT STEPS

Cont inuing prob lems will ha ve to be faced by local organizations when the War Relo 
cation Authority goes out of existence (date of terminat ion set as May 1). Machinery 
for constructive action is already available. Organizations estab lished for special 
service on behalf of racial minorities; the Fair Play Committees, Friends  of the 
American Way, Council for Civic Unity, and a range of specia l committees —  church, 
county, and coordinating groups, are functioning usefully. Social age ncies, "Y" or�
ganizations, and others give this concern a place in their activities...
The si tuat ion now r equi r es that th ese var ious o rgan iza t ions coope rat e more definitely. 
Precedence will first need to be given to housing problems, and ef forts to secure 
large-scale assistance from public housing authorities should continue. At the same 
time concern must be given to the more subtle problems which are aftermat h of the war 
period, and different agencies can be helpful in their own special ways, as well as  
through joint efforts.

The Fr iends Service Committee will operate a Los Angeles Hostel as long as the 
present urgent need exists, and expects to develop the services for old people alread y 
mentioned.

EVACUATION’S LEGACY

 

The unfinished business of e va cua t ion is formidable. Facing us now are the long- 
range problems which those dissenting predicted at the tim e of evacuation and have 
continued to point out (see, for example, one recent statement: "Our Worst W ar- Time 
Mis tak e" —  Ha rp er's, S ept ember 1945). At a time when we sorely need all wholesome 
influences, family life has been weakened among a group of 110,000 pe ople. We have 
welfare cases where none existed before. The tr emendous cos t of eva cua t ion and r elo�
cat ion ( es timated at some $2 37,000,000) has added to the financial problems of a 
government operating "in the red". With desperate food shor tages in many parts of 
the world, we have farmers without land; skilled fishermen prohib ited from operating 
boats. The economic pligh t of th e elderly, always a hard by-product of our industrial 
civilization, has been made more sad. We need unity, and our racial m inorities have 
been disquieted. The larg est and most aggressive, taut with sense of grievance, has 
its bitterness constantly fed by reminders of discrimin ation on the basis of ancestry* 
The way back af t er the war-time weakening of civil rights is not so easily fo und.

Ther e is no easy pa th out of war's aftermath. But the slow, patient effort must 
go on with cooperative spirit, with resourcefulness an d hope. Against a dark back�
ground, certain gains have been consolidated. We cannot without unctiousness see m to 
close the balance sheet of the evacuation. Acquaintanceship and pers onal understand�
ing between Japanese Americans and fair-minded Caucasians have increased; the abili�
ties and the qualities of Issei and Nisei have become more gen erally recognized. Yet 
we must not assume that friendliness can compensate for fundamental injustice.  The 
Japanese Am ericans remain without any indemnification for the heavy a ctual losses suf�
fered as a result of hasty eviction and life in detention. The unfinished business of 
eva cua t ion conf ronts us w i th sob er ing accusa t ion of failu r e to apply d emocrat ic p r inci�
ples in t ime of crisis. Yet out of its penalties comes its challenge. The e va cua t ion 
of persons of Japanese ancestry from their west-coast homes has taken  us part way on a 
searching and wholesome analysis of our country's achievements and li mitations in demo�
cratic practice.
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AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVI CE COMMITTEE 

South ern Califo rn ia B ran ch 
426 No rth Ray mond Avenue, Pasadena

May 22, 19 46

N E X T  M E E T I N G  -- Sa turday, Jun e 1, 4 :00 p. m. - PASADENA
VILLA STREET FRIENDS MEETING (V illa and Oakland),
Pot-lu ck suppe r at Orang e Grove Friends Meeting 
(one block north). Bring food and table service.

�

Concern has been expressed that in view of the world food situation, it w ould 
seem appropriate for Friends to simplify the customary suppe r and omit bread- 
stuffs, fats, and other foods in short supply.

Friends are also reminded that Herbert Hoover’s suggestion of ’’ the unseen guest at 
the table” is one which may well be used in our homes.

DEVELOPMENTS IN JAPANESE AMERICAN RELOCATION. Since ou r full Japan ese Ame r ican 
Info r mat ion Bulle t in is no long er being issued, we are making the following report 
of the situation of Japanese American returnees and projects of  the Service Com�
mittee in this field.

The E vergr een Hos t el (now op erat ed by the Service Committee on property of the 
Presbyterian Church) will be taken over on July 1 by the Jap anese Union Church of 
Los Angeles. This is in r esponse to th ei r desire for a project which would con�
tinue to serve the present emergency need for housing, but would eventual ly der 
velop into a neighborhood center.

One project of the Service Committee has already been disconti nued because of 
changing needs* The eld erly men who were housed at the El Segundo ’’installation ” 
for a time and were given interim aid through Service Committee  funds are now 
being cared for at Rancho de los Amigos, a County institution.

The closing-o ut progra m of t he War R eloca t ion Au thor i ty (WRA) brought to tho se r e�
maining in th e t emporary ins tallat ions in the Los Angeles area the hardships of 
another enforced move. Many of those faced with eviction worked ou t their own 
arrangements, but these were often of a makeshift nature. Quite a large group 
accepted housing in trailers provided by the WRA for large ranc hes or commercial 
firms needing ”hands” . Similar situations in the past have bee n fraught with 
possibilities for exploitation.

A final group of nearly 900 remained without housing in prospect as  the local area 
office of the WRA prepared for its closing deadline (May 15). This group was s ent 
by the WRA on the week-end of May 11 and 12 to the Federal Public Hou sing Authority 
trailer camp at Burbank. This camp was in unfinished condi t ion wi th al most no 
sanitary facilities and without provisions for cooking. County offi cials pro�
tested this move; newspapers featured the plight of those ’’ dumped” by the expiring 
federal agency. The Coun ty D epar tment of Charities had to function in the emergency 
by serving hot meals in the trailer camp.

Because of the inability of the contractors to complete the vario us trailer camps, 
the WRA postponed its local closing date until Wednesday, May 22, when the last 
of the people will be evacuated from the various installations.

A number of social agencies and church groups remain interested in Japanese 
American relocation, have held meetings at the call of the Los Ang eles Council
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of Social Agencies, and ha ve selec t ed a s t eer ing commi tt ee fo r a c t i ve se rv ice in th e 
interest of housing efforts and the problems of civil rights of Japanese Americans« 
The In t ernat ional In st i tu te of Los Angeles is assuming responsibility for welfare 
cases not handled by Los Angeles County. Newell Steward of th e Evergreen Hostel 
staff has been active in helping to coordinate the efforts of various groups and 
in contacting public officials*

A number of the private hostels established for returnees in 1945 a re still func�
tioning -- a helpful factor in the present emergency but an indication that many 
problems of ultimate housing remain to be solved.

The f or m which the Service Committee’s ’’follow through” concern will take is not 
yet clear; this will be a matter of consideration in th e coming weeks as we con�
clude our services at Evergreen. One long-range problem which wi ll have our con�
cern is the indemnification of Japanese Americans for the financial  losses of 
evacuation. A bill establishing claims courts and other machinery has been i ntro�
duced in Congress. Ther e is li ttl e p rosp ect that it will be acted upon before the 
summer 1946 adjou rn ment, but i t is hoped that th er e is fair prospect of later 
favorable action.

Under present plans the WRA will be liquidated on July 1. Announce ment has come, 
however, that a small unit will function in the Interior Department to complete 
records, finish paying off obligations, and continue for a limited period a study 
of the readjustment problems of Japanese Americans througho ut the country. A small 
appropriation is being sought for this purpose.

FOREIGN SERVICE NOTES. E r ic Johnson will be in th is a r ea again in June to forward 
support of famine relief and rehabilitation in India..* A group of relief 
agencies including the AFSC is working through the "log  jam” of difficulties in�
volved in the securing of authorization for relief services  in Japan. They hope 
that announ cement of ini t ial s ervices can soon be made*

Quaker relief in central Europe has been given impetus by the generous response  to 
recent newspaper appeals. Ther e has been some expansion of projects. In Poland 
the Service Committee is now working in two areas, one near  Warsaw and the other 
in the Polish section of what was formerly East Prussia.

Large additional funds could be given immediate use in central Eur ope. "We have 
had to restrict the number of institutions we could help..*" comes t he report from 
Vienna, where the AFSC is furnishing supplemental meals in high schools and rest 
homes. " The pr ospect in Vienna is grim" we are told. The food rat ion dropp ed to 
908 calo ries per day, and again to 857 calories in late April and the first part of 
May. (Average American diet: 3000 cal ories or over.)

SERVING THE MENTALLY ILL. The Na t ional Men tal H eal th Foundat ion, wi th a group of 
outstan ding, na t ionally known sponso rs h eaded by Owen J. Ro berts, former Justice 
of the Supreme Court, is the outgrowth of the Mental Hygiene  Program of CPS.
The Foundat ion will (1) report on conditions in mental hospitals and stimulate 
public interest; (2) prepare and distribute training material fo r hospital per�
sonnel; ( 3) draft and fos ter support for a model mental health law based on a sur�
vey of laws in more than thirty states.

The A FSC is gi v ing limi ted financial grants to this Foundation, but the latter 
must seek a substantial part of its support from private donors. The cause is com�
mended wi th a r eminde r that a q uickening of ou r conce rn w ill gi ve new emphasis to 
the interest that Friends have taken in the mentally ill since  the earliest days of 
the Society’s existence.
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The S ervice Committee is also aiding in the mental hygiene field  by developing its 
Institutional Service Units, now functioning in several ins titutions of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and New York. Groups of young men and women are recruit ed on the 
basis of their interest in improved care for the mentally ill , and in the human 
problems of other institutions, and their willingness to make the  work an educa�
tional experience as well as a service* Employed on the regular staff of hospitals 
and other institutions, they have an off-duty program of educat ional and recrea�

tional activities provided by the Service Committee.

Dramatic description of conditions in mental hospitals was recent ly given by Life 
magazine (see article Bedlam 19 46, issue of May 6)» Pic tur es and text describe 
the sensational exposes which began in 19 43 when a group of consci entious objectors 
stationed in Cleveland State Hospital interested two le ading Cleveland citizens, 
a Baptist clergyman and a journalist. The pressure for reform thus started has 
already resulted, in Ohio, in grand jury indictments, extensive changes in per�
sonnel, improved facilities and added beds in mental hospitals*

Our branch of the Service Committee will be shaping its ow n specific concern in 
the coming months. We hope to have presentations of the problems giv en at some of 
the coming monthly meetings, and it is possible that an Institutional  Service Unit 

will be formed by this Branch*

ISSUES IN WORK S TRIKE AT GLENDORA CAMP* The st rike at Glendora Camp (now govern�
ment administered) which commenced on April 2 4 involves more than 80 men as it com�
pletes its first month. The s trike started in connection with the forced transfer 
of two men to the disciplinary camp at Minersville, California, but has broadened 
to include the larger issues of pay, dependency, compensation for work accidents, 
and demobilization at a rate commensurate to that of other drafted me n. Also at 
issue is the right of civilians to strike without imposition of penalties.

After a stalemate of several weeks, six men were arrested on May 17 and were held 
on bail first fixed at $5000 each. On Monday the 20th this was reduced to  $500 
each and the men were released. It is expected that the Grand Jury will b ring an 

indictment this week.

While the men were in jail there was picketing of the Hall of Justice in w hich 
Allan Hunter, Dr. E. P. Ryland, and other prominent citizens took part. The case 
has a rous ed wide in terest and men in other camps throughout the country have 

taken part.

The Se rv ice Commi tt ee has had no adminis trat i ve r esponsibili ty for t he Camp since 
March 2, and in accordance with the expressed wishes of the men,  has taken no 
official position on the strike. Interested individuals have conti nued to feel a 
very real concern for the men in their efforts to have a frustrating  situation 
recognized, and to have brought to issue the principles of democrati c treatment of 
dissenting groups,

FRIENDLY HOSPITALITY NEEDED. The conce rns wh ich t he Service Committee is express�
ing through Friends House may often be expressed also by individu als. Increasing 
opportunities will come in these next years for American families to take into 
their homes students from overseas -- an experience mutually  enriching.

A present request comes from an American Japanese girl in a Honolulu high  school, 
seconded by her counselor, who has been a volunteer worker for the  Honolulu branch 
of the AFSC. Nikkie Uychara needs assurance of lodging fo r next school year before 
June 2 4 in o r der to be accep t ed a t th e Pasadena Junio r College fo r fall enrollment* 
Anyone willing to offer a room is asked to communicate with the Pas adena office.
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RECONSTRUCTION AND PEACE�MAK ING

The shooting and the bombings have stopped. 

For this mankind humbly gives thanks. The 

world talks feverishly of reconversion. Fac�

tories, railroads, shipyards and shipping, invest�

ments, and jobs all must be changed. The eco�

nomic and political tasks may well overwhelm us 

unless we unite under a leadership that is able 

and courageous.

But the question of prime importance is: 

“What will man do with himself?— what is 

taking place in men’s hearts, and in their think�

ing?” We are disturbed by the hardening of 

heart that seems to have increased with the end 

of the fighting. “Victory” may be a poison if 

taken with pride and arrogance. There is an old 

Chinese saying that “all military victories are 

mournful occasions.”

Though this is the age of energy— in the home 

and factory, on the road and in the air— yet 

everywhere men and women and little children 

suffer sorrow, lose hope, confidence, and life 

itself because mankind wilfully ignores the 

Light of the Spirit that is in every man. This is 

the age of power, but how little of it becomes 

the power of the light of love!

It is the chief task of those who love to kindle 

afresh this inward light that has kept glowing in 

hearts in all corners of the earth and that is now

waiting to light man’s way to healing, hope, and 

reconciliation.

I f this healing light of love is to replace the 

searing, blighting, killing forces of hate, men 

of goodwill must begin with themselves. For the 

sensitive souls there must come a spiritual 

process of at�one�ment with God and all his 

peoples. This must go beyond any ceremonial 

“atonement” whereby man seeks to avoid the 

consequences of his acts if it is to save the world 

in this hour.

We must put into effect the spiritual forces 

by which man can be rehumanized, and we must 

cultivate that type of living which brings sensi�

tivity and clarity of insight.

The American Friends Service Committee does 

not claim to know the answers to all of the ques�

tions arising out of this new world into which 

man has plunged. But of some things we are 

more convinced than ever. The way of violence 

is worse than futile. The way of humble, loving 

service is the way of healing and hope.

Therapy for those who give and serve is the 

first gain from humble service; self�forgetting 

ministry to the suffering restores the spirit of 

the one who ministers. And for the victims of 

man’s destruction, the sharing ministry of love 

renews that hope which is confidence in the 

future.



Beyond the immediate therapy of relief lies 

the further healing for the human spirit that 

comes as little groups of sensitive persons in 

many lands renew their contacts, exchange ex�

periences, hopes, and plans for the future.

From France and Holland and Denmark, cut 

off so long during the tragic years of occupa�

tion . . . from Switzerland and Sweden, where 

suffering pressed in as the little nations suc�

cored floods of refugees . . . from within Ger�

many, where, just now, individual Friends have 

been sought out in devastated, rubble�piled 

cities . . . come messages from Friends indicating 

that the precious ties of understanding love con�

tinue unbroken; assurance that in each country 

men and women of goodwill seek means to ex�

press an intense and tender concern for reconcili�

ation. This is only the beginning; other mes�

sages, further assurance will come as the curtain 

of separation lifts in the East as well as in 

Europe.

These intimate and tender ties with those who 

have suffered in war�stricken countries can sensi�

tize us both to God’s goodness and to man’s need. 

They can point to those central values of life 

which we are inclined to lose. They can help us 

to say with reality, “blessed are the peace�

makers,” and to rely again on the widening of 

the circles of creative peace�making as the way 

of the spirit.

And there are the hungry in many lands, the 

shelterless, and the poorly clad. We must renew 

health and hope by rebuilding homes and by 

sharing food and clothing and medicine. We 

must help the children to be able to smile again, 

to welcome their morning of life and their later 

task of rebuilding civilization.

For the sake of the future we must give

“J oy to the laughing troop 
That from the threshold starts,
Led on by courage and immortal hope.”

Recognizing our failure to achieve the good 

life for man, we must so live and love and share 

life with the children that

“They to the disappointed earth shall give 
The lives we meant to live,
Beautiful, free and strong;
The light we almost had shall make them 

glad.”

So it becomes increasingly clear that while 

man gropes in this turbulent new world, the 

American Friends Service Committee has a 

clear�cut task ahead. It must go on and expand 

its relief activities around the world. I t must 

so do this as to rebuild hearts and recall men 

to the higher way. It must visit many groups, 

cross many boundaries, and it must help to re�

sensitize American life by bringing here the 

the light and counsel of those who, without re�

gard for national boundaries, have gone out to 

serve in the hour of humanity’s great need.

Beyond these specific services we must humbly 

and modestly do our part within our own country 

in trying to help find those central values around 

which the nation may so organize its life and 

activities as to move through these stormy days 

into peaceful, trustful ways of true neighborli�

ness. Our country falters today at taking the 

steps that lead to racial, economic, and political 

statesmanship.

The American Friends Service Committee 

must go on giving itself to those in need, especi�

ally to the unpopular, the neglected, or the op�

pressed. We must experiment with those projects 

in housing, work camps, education, and practical 

peace�making which may serve as a testimony to 

the supremacy of understanding over fear and 

prejudice, and as an evidence of our faith in 

the capacity of man to live in the light of that 

spirit which takes away the occasion of war.
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 &'�����(� ��)��*� ���(����+� As destruction�
progressed and curtailed production continued, the�
needs in many countries became distressing and�
alarmingly large. The American Friends Service�
Committee has been able in recent months to�
greatly expand its shipments of clothing and to�
send some of these to colder countries not previ�
ously accessible, including Scandinavia. The Com�
mittee has continued to give first attention to those�
refugees and other displaced peoples not other�
wise provided for. Beyond emergency relief in�
Europe and medical relief in China _ and India,�
significant rehabilitation projects are in operation�
in Italy, where housing and housing materials�
are stressed, and in India, where fishing, boat�
building, farming, and other practical crafts are�
organized. (A  bulletin describing this over'seas�

relief is available.)

%���  &�)��,� ������-� The restrictions againsl�
Japanese and Americans of Japanese ancestry have�
been removed. Those who are not disloyal are�
urged to relocate immediately. Schools are not�
opening in the relocation centers and early closing�
dates for the centers are announced.

Friends and others are maintaining hostels in�
Pasadena, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle.�
These are crowded to capacity as places for tempo�
rary lodging and meals. Even more important,�
friendship and experienced help are available.�
These returnees, whose physical and spiritual needs�
are so like those of the refugees abroad, seek hous�
ing, work, and community acceptance.

Committee members and staff members find�
themselves overwhelmed. Assistance particularly�
in housing and placement is needed. Schools in�
our communities have started, winter is coming,�
and life in the centers is deteriorating. It is urgent�
that as many as possible become settled now!

.�������	��������� %/0�	������������)������/)�	�
�����	�-� Friends’ administration of the camps and�
hospital projects approaches an end (perhaps early�
next spring). In the meantime Friends’ service to�
the men, whether in prison, in the camps, or in�
special projects, becomes more urgent. Problems�
of dependents become more acute with the passing�
of time. The Demobilization Committee is busy�
planning to help these men who have maintained�
their peace witness in time of war to find channels�
of constructive community living. A s they return�
to the mainstream of American life, they need help�
in education, job placement, and community con�
tacts. The future will have need �*� them.

(The Pasadena CPS Hostel, directed by Lewise�
Langston, is now located at Pacific Oaks, 714 W est�
California Street, Pasadena.)

��������1����-� This is an interracial and inter�
cultural laboratory in fellowship. I t is located at�
1137 W est 37th Place, Los Angeles, and is under�
the direction of Robert and M argaret Simkin,�
formerly of Friends Center at Chungking. Students�
from other countries reside here, where they have�
opportunity of sharing in the life and work of an�
American home, and of coming into sympathetic�
contact with university professors, Service Com�
mittee workers, and others engaged in interracial�
work, education, and worship.

$�����������)� ��)������� ���� ���	��  ��	�����-�
Recent events have demonstrated man’s desperate�
situation. H e must have peace or go down before�
the new forces of destruction. T o have peace he�
must not only desire it. H e must understand its�
nature and its nurture.

The American Friends Service Committee car�
ries on a year'round program of work with stu�
dents, of one'day and week'end conferences, and�
of general education in the critical issues in inter�
national relations. In Southern California plans are�
now developing for the fall and winter conferences.�
The year’s work will be again brought to a climax�
in the Whittier Institute of International Relations.

2�����)-� The Southern California Committee�
hopes that by being of modest aid to those in disr�
tress and by carrying on the specific projects it�
may in a small way contribute to the character of�
the life that is developing in this area. M inisters,�
teachers, young people, law makers, business and�
labor leaders may become more sensitive of spirit�
as they see and have contact with these experi�
mental laboratories of active goodwill.

Contributions may be made to any of the special�
projects described, or contributors may participate�
in all of these and the general work of the Service�
Committee by sending undesignated contributions�
to the General Fund. A s this practice grows, it�
allows the Executive Committee to make allocation�
of funds according to specific needs as they arise.

Address mail inquiries and contributions to:

. 1  � �3 � $� �� � �� $ ����
� �4$�  �� %33 $. .   �
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Z/ 1  n ancient prophet—it was, in fact, Ezekiel—diagnosing�
the expanding civilization of his time, with its perils and possible�
disasters, said:� “Thy rowers have brought thee into great�
waters,** It is no longer an ancient situation in a seldom read�
book. It is a vivid picture of our times, ourselves, our people,�
our country, our world, our civilization, carried out of safe�
harbors into great and stormy waters. It is a time that calls�
loudly for good pilots.

But whatever happens in the immense task of steering the ship�
in these great waters, the course of the American Friends Service�
Corjimittee is clearly marked out. As in the past, so now and in�
the future, it must go on helping to share and to bear the burden�
of the world’s suffering. We may take it as settled that a stable�
world order cannot be built by a Dumbarton Oaks plan or any�
plan of human ingenuity in countries where men, women, and�
children are starving. We must repair houses, reclothe bodies,�
rebuild lives, mend hearts and perform the fundamental busi�
ness of saving the generation that is essential for the world order�
of our hopes before the ship can be in safe waters again. To that�
task, under God, we are dedicated.

Rufus  M. J ones
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With the l ifting of the ban prohibiting persons of J apanese 

ancestry from residing on the West Coast, and the announce�

ment that the Relocation projects will be closed at the end of 

1945, the evacuees are faced with many new problems. Already, 

a third of the 110,000 who were evacuated from the West Coast 

area have settled in the M iddle West and East, and it is esti�

mated that a large proportion of those remaining in the camps 

will follow friends and relatives east.

There will be others, perhaps twenty per cent, who will 

choose to return to the West Coast. Of these, only a few will 

have homes and businesses waiting for  them. The great majority 

will have to begin again, finding business openings and homes 

in which to resettle their families.

The E vergreen Hostel is being opened to provide temporar�

ily a quiet and inexpensive place where those who return may 

live during the period of adjustment.

, The Presbyterian Church is contributing the services of 

one of the directors and has made available a large building, 

formerly a boarding school for  M exican girls, at 506 North E v�

ergreen Avenue, L os Angeles 33. This building will accomodate 

forty to fi fty persons. I t is conveniently located at the end of the 

B car line, ten minutes from the U nion Station and Main Street. 

The American F riends Service Committee has partially re�

decorated and furnished the building.

F ollowing the plan of hostels in the East, the charge will be 

from $1.00 to $1.50 a day for room and meals, all residents 

sharing in the daily work of the hostels.

Among the many problems facing returning Californians 

of J apanese ancestry, housing, jobs and community relations are 

foremost. Working closely with the War Relocation Authority 

and other government, social and religious organizations, the 

staff of the hostel will endeavor to work out with each guest 

a solution for his individual problems. The home�like atmos�

phere should provide a clearer perspective on the changed sit�

uation in California.
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����� ���	����	����� $12,000 is the budget for the J ap�
anese work of the Southern California Branch of the American 
F riends Service Committee, which is responsible for  the admin�
istration of the E vergreen Hostel, a smaller hostel in Pasadena, 

and general work for returning J apanese.

Checks should be made payable to the American F riends 
Service Committee, Box 966, /one 20, Pasadena, California, and 

marked for J apanese Hostels.

��������	� Among things still needed are the following :

Tables
Chairs
Rugs
Curtains
Bureaus

Single beds
Springs
Sheets
Blankets
Quilts

Wash tubs 
L awn mower 
Garden tools 
Garden hose

Cooking utensils
Dishes
Silver
Potted plants

����� ���	����	�����are also welcome. We will be glad to 
receive gifts of canned or dehydrated fruits and vegetables, dried 
beans, peas, etc., as well as home canned and preserved foods.

����� Already groups of students and other interested persons 
have rendered most valuable service in renovating parts of 
the building. Such asistance is still greatly needed. I t has been 
suggested that certain groups might undertake to complete the 
renovation and furnishing of certain rooms, while other groups 
might prefer to assist with cleaning, or work on the grounds. 
Leaders of such groups should contact Esther Rhoads at 

ANgelus 5373.

�������� is a primary need of most of the returning families. 
I nformation in regard to houses and apartments soon to be va�
cated, or in regard to rooms temporarily available, will be most 
welcome, and will be shared by the hostel with the War Reloca�
tion Authority and other agencies.

����� Certain F ields of work in which persons of J apanese an�
cestry were formerly prominent, such as wholesale produce, have 
been so completely taken over by other groups that for the pres�
ent many cannot return to their former employment. Y ounger 
persons will find it comparatively easy to obtain jobs through 
U .S.E .S., but older men, formerly owners or managers of busi�
ness firms, will need special assistance in becoming reestablished. 
Contacts and suggestions for business and professional men are 

especially desired.

������� ��	���	���� As many will be settling in new neigh�
borhoods, invitations to church activities, clubs and homes, and 
friendly calls from neighbors will greatly assist integration into 

community life.
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I ssued December 19, 1944

In view of the situation within our State of California, pre�

cipitated by the rescinding of the order of evacuation of Ameri�

can citizens and resident aliens of J apanese ancestry, we wish to 

record the Church F ederation of Los Angeles, and the Southern 

California Council of Protestant Churches as willing to support 

the War Department in its action; and in urging that the citi�

zens of our State respond with calmness and generous goodwill 

to the decision and to those evacuees who may return eventually 

to our State. We believe that the good name of California is 

under test and that we should be very thoughtful and without 

passion as we deal with the situation.

* * ��� hole) that as Americans they (persons of J apanese 

ancestry) are entitled to a place of dignity and opportunity, and 

that it is possible to give them such a place in the life of our 

commonwealth just as much as to any other people.

Now that the evacuation order has been discontinued and 

these people will soon be free to seek a place of normal abode 

and activity, we urge that all civic and community leaders, the 

press, and all citizens and particularly those of Christian con�

fession take a positive stand for a true demonstration of Chris�

tian and democratic principles.

We should encourage order and goodwill by making clear 

the principles and duties of American citizens. We should give 

ourselves resolutely, likewise, to the solution of problems of 

housing, employment, and social adjustment.

Church Federation of Los Angeles
Southern California Council of Protestant Churches.

E . C. F A RN H A M , General Secretary.


