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Religion in the Tular A ssaafety Center

Genai”™X Organlaation N

Three different chureh organ!Eatione ara allowed here
in the Tulare Assamnlsly CentervProtestants” Buddhists,
and Catholics. Worship must be as a group, and so pro-
eexyting for indiTiduaX sects i1e allowed, 1igngiish must
be used9 unl sb 1t interferes with the understanding of
what ie said* Japanese! howsTeri can only 'te used with
the consent of the Center manager>
Chrietiao Organization

Te Christiana were already orgaAized when the Pasa-
dena group came iIn* have a Christian Church Oounoil,
which decid€il the general policies for the Protestant
group iIn th« Center* Ther# are two reverend®, and Rer* T*
has been put in charge of the Xsaei» and H@t« S* in y-1
charge of the young people* As activities the Protestant
group haa a Sunday sehool aearrice In the morning for ohil-
dren, and services for eiders and for young people iIn tlie
ey™nin”™ iIn aaparate places* Besides these tliey
Quiet Hour> Bible Otudy, prayer meeting, and choir prao-
tice three times a week*

Buddhi&t Organization mc ,t1

Th® Buddhista have been having serrioeB and choir prac-
ti d» 7sut were poorly organised* There seemed to 0 a
reluctance on the part of leaders to take an active part
In organizing the Buddhists* As far as number®© went, there
was a good representation from Santa Maria Valley and
Santa Barlsarat and other rural districtBy Those oonneeted

itii the administration office encouraged the Buddhists to
organize because tliey did not want to seem partial to tie
Christians* who went ah«ad and requisitioned for whatever
x"aoilities they desired*

On May 24f 25» and 29 meetings were held P}y fomer Bud-
dhist leaders to organize themselyes. A leader was selected
committees and officers oiiosen, and a xerogram mapped out*
This included a service in English on Suaday moraing, with
Sunday school]elaB&es for eblLdren» service iIn Japanese on
Tuesday nightsr choir practice two nights a week, and a
meeting of Sunday school teaoheys and leaders to discuedV/i
methods of presenting material
to the ohlidren9 of Improving the service and of iIncreas-
ing knowledge and understanding of Buddhism*

This morning about 800 turned out for the morning Bervio®*
including 200 Ipsel and 200 Sunday school children. From
a group of X5 girls the choir has expanded to 30 and plans
were made to make the choir a mixed-voice one* There ha®
"been ecaaplaintiB that even the Hisei ;fotmd it diffieult
understand the reverendls sermon delivered in Bnglish* €md»
a compromise was reached tliis moyning by hi» giving s rough
summary of his sermon in Japanese for the benefit of the
Issei who appeared for the young people*s service. There
iIs only one Buddhist minister here» a Hisei» with only a
fair eossmand of EngXisk*
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Conflict over use of fagilitles
~Tn the us# ofT*ao illties there wer« no oonfliots until
recently. Tbe Christians aho&d and requi8itioned wli&t
faoiXities they wanted to U8et whereas the Buddhiflts did
not hare enough aotiTitlee to cause mueh oonfliot# When
the Pasadena group oaa6 1b> hov«Ter» Her* T« h&d his ahurch
piano sent up trom Pasadena* At the same tim« his ohuroh
embers took over the manag™nent ot the Christian Qholr in
the Center* The Buddhists and other groups ere given to
understand that they would be allowed the use of the piano*
But Hev* T- told the Buddhiot group that he w s sorry that
all of ths dTonings were taken up with Christian programs*
which meant that L«4» where the piano was looatedf could
not be used by others* J; the 8 6 time he ahedd.
without consulting the Counoil» it @Ysk> and said that
private uae of the piano would have to ® on a rental basis*

There eeemed to be several factors dt work iIn this pro-
blem. One was the iIntroduction of private ownership of a
property which should have been publioXy owned* One way
of solring this difficulty would have Iljeen to wait till
enough pianos eould 1)© gotten so that everybody who wanted
to would be aMe to use iIt« As It turned out, the Buddhists
were promised the use of the piano9 but were told that the
evening hour** the oaXy time th™r could mMety wkbo/T all
tak™n up* ) )

The other factor 8@e®8 to b® die desire of Pasadena
group to assert their power through ownership ot the piano*
Xt wa® Her* T,, the ehoir leader» the girl 1In rge of
the piano- ali fran PaBadena * thought that others etoouid
pay fees er ioake donations for the use of the piano*

The repercussion® to this issue w amezse(iiate*  Tlie Bud-
dhists felt that they didn’t want to use tdie Christian piano
and decided to get on© of their om> whichf they said» they
would let everyone use. Individual pian6
players were indignant and one took steps to purchase a
piano of his om. Among the Otoristians th selves there
were protests against what Hev* T# had said* The Pasadena
group declared that people were spreading malioioud gossip*
Protests same iIn to the administration officef smd taken up
by the social welfara division ho told Rer that If
Kk pisno is going to be private i1t must be kept In his own
barrack and taken out of the reQrdation hall* He was also
instructed that no fees oould be charged inside the Center#

although free-will gontri”>ution® were allowed*
Rev. T. agreed to let others us@ the frea of

oharge» but thos« in charge of the pisuio still seemad re*
luctant to let people use it freely*

The religious ooromlttea of the ciTiX government ruled
that facilities for tha religious groups would 'bx requisi-
tioned for a week ahead at the same in order to
apportion the facilities fairly# The Buddhist® were adrised
to use K*4F and th@ Chri tiatns Xké» sls much as

It was di8 us»ed by the religious gro\p 8 that "between the
two a public address system would be desirafela* The Bud-
dhists did not want the Christian group alone to purchase
it because they felt that thy ould not *e aHe to us® It*
Jloint purchase was suggested 'tut was dropped e
there seemed to te no way of determining the final ownership



vhen the Center broke and were relocated to scattered
places* The Buddhist have decided to purohafie one of
their own™® and the Ohristlans are also getting one //
for th"™&selves*
"Rev~

R«v* Mm 1@ a Hazarene minister« fhe re«t of the Protes*
tante does not aocept him isto their QounolX /because his
teaching and 8tanaing 1 aot the same as those of Rev* f*
and Hev* S* Rev* S. has preaohed seTeml times wherever
he could find audienoe* Since this is against the rule of
th# Centerf ha has been warned not to do it any more* Ho
iIs said to be a railigious who does not get aloog
with the rest ot hie family*
jProblm. of income

The ministers are not bsing paid for their £ eitlBr
by the administration or by the Church. They probably do
receive gifts when they ptrfom funeral servicee™ etoy
I3ut they are faced with the problem of haring a great deal
of work to do without any definite source of Inaome*

Pasadena

Sroup differences are beginning to become evident* The
P group is Gonspicuou TFTor several re&sojiau They
live at the south end of the Center, which people now call
Pasadena* They are from an urban distriotf whereas most
of the other® are from the country, +tJsually they dress
mor« oarefuiXy* On Sundays* eopeoialXy”™ they were their
Sunday elothee to attend <turch serTices. This is notioeabl«
to others and one hears »ueh remarks as theé&et

""Here eolaes ”Badena™ <*

*1 hear the Pasadena folks dress up .. g« to church¥* (This
in Japanese)*
The Paead zia group has held private dance of their ovn9
and this clannishnees has again been noticed# The desire
of the group to oorfaol ohurch activities i1s also a good
possibility although not too evident yet*

Hesentmenta

After two or three weeks of residence here, people seem
to have settled down enough to pick up their oid habit of
holding resentments and jealousies# often of petty nature#
One lady in the Welfare Division is "being sneered at by
a former influential member of her oommunity because she
thinks she*8 wgoodH In her present position. Her tasks
are offen difficult, especially when she has to move peo-
ple out of a room, to make way for mental cases, etc* Mr*
K« who 1s organizing the talent show to 'te put on soon
and to 'te continued as a weekly feature, says he has a
difficult time approaching the lissel* Some of them think
that he iIs a Btrutting coek, displaying a large Insignia
on his arm. The complaint that there IS favoritism Iin
the selection of employees 18 widespread, and where the
selection is poor or unfair there outright resentment#
A brilliant commerce student® who has been doing plumbing
and carpenter work here* doesnft "believe in getting white
collar jobs* He thinks that those iIn such positione are
snobs» and canll see wlay so many strive to get those
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Taking Advantage i
There seems to be an att™Qpt on the part of some in the
outside world to take adrantage of the Japanese iIn the

Center. In the matter of funerals, for iInstance the Han«
ford Cemetary "bid |50 for the disposal of bodies# whereas
the local osmetary ¢35 and lost the contract* This

means that a plain burial will cost the Army only |50.
However, from the reports of the four* funerals held here
already, it se™as that the cost of private funeral runs
well over ]|200* The cheapest ooffin IS said to cost $150*
and with a few flowere and cost of transportation, eto,
the oost to the individual runs into over 8200 even if
the Army pays $50.

Th@r® is also the story of the Hegro opportunist who
used to hang around on acorner to do errands for workers
who oana out from the Center and want something bought.
For a few days the kegro was faithful, /but when /jd eight
dollars wers put in his hands one day» he never showed up
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H@ws A T S A ¢

Although the Tulare "ews Office is receiving very little
supply from the office and is now running on donations
from the resiaen s here it is now coming out regularly
two times a week. All of it, however, 1is in English.
There seems to 'te ah order from San Francieco, Torbidding
all publicatlona iIn Japanese* Newspapers are coming iInto
the Center In large number, but 1101 many Is ©i can read
them intelligently. It seems foolish to keep the Issei
ignorant* when there is a good opportunity to improve their
morale* If the news ie censored iIn Englisht there 1is no
reaeon why the same can*t be done iIn Japane»e*

Election
~An election of rej resentatiVes from the nin@ districts
is to be held next week* Something to watoh out for is
how many of the temporary oounoilmen (many of them JACL
leaders) will be reelected, and how many sseis will '
put into office. On the part of Hisei there is fear that
if too many Issei get into office tiding will not go
smoothly. There 11 a definite attitude of superiority
in handling organizational matter on the part of JJisei?
one which 1 have felt myself in church work*
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Taking Advantage

Several cdses have come up iIn the ~eXfare| ffico where
tke lawyer in charge of financial matters of residents
has taken advantage of the situation. One failed to raak®

collection» and in payment for hie fees demanded the
automobile of the resident, left in another* s care*
Another had the power of attorney to take care of a store*
and he was never heard from since.

Howdiee

The so-called rowdy group here is a rather mild one#
They oonsist of boys who wear dirty cords/ and run around
together# Therels a Pasadena group and also an Oxnard
group* and there may "e others* Mostof the Pasadena group
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work in the M Hiesshall together* Three of the fellows
have gotten peculiar 8 rt of iiatrcuta. At the community
sing there was a group of boys (not Pasadena) who were
singing off time purposely, and raising loud whoops* One
of the fellows Jthrew a roll of toilet paper into the air
and everyone laughed* Several of the Pasadena group hare
been learning how to dance* So far they have oaused. very
little trouble. Theilr favorite paettime seems to be to
get milk from the kitohen for girls they like*



