


THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

April 24,1946

My dear Mr* Speaker s

Enclosed is a draft of proposed legisla ion o0 authorize the
adjudioa ion of claims of persons of Japan©so ances ry against hG
United States for losses arising out of tho evacuation or exclusion
of such persons by the War Dopartmont from the Wost Coast, Alaska,
and Hawaii during World War 11.

In 1942, 71 }Yar Depar mon , acting undor Exooutivo Ordor No.
9066, ordered Wa. exclusion of all persons of Japanese tmeos ry from
the Pacific Coast of the oontxnontal Unitod States, Alaska and a por-
ion of Arizona, Most of"thorn T/ore removed to relocation centers ad-
minis erod by he War Relocation Authdri®e Thoy woro joinod lator by
over 1000 persons Gvacua od from Hawaii. For approximatoly two and
one-half years, hoso Amorioan citizens and thoir alion paroni s, more
than 100,000 in number, woro oxiled from hoir homes. After January 2,
1945, ho majority of them woro alloiArad t o ro urri o the ovnoun ed aroas
and q pick up the ravolod onds of ho lifo hoy' know "beforG the forood
avacuation. By the ond of 1945, obout half of thosq pooplo had so re-
turned . The remainder have boon scattered throughout ho country or,
in  ho caso of he housands who aro in ho Armed Forces of tho Jjni od
S a es, aro serving with hs Army of Occupation in Europe or Asia. It
is o0 early as ye o mako a final t)s ima e of ac ual fincincinl and
proper y losses sustained by the Japano fo-Am rioans bocauso of tho
ovaoust;ion, iDus I is "woll os ciblishod Jd hG losses hcivo boon heavy.
Some lost everything hey had; imny lost most of what hoy hade

Tho chiof* mili ary jus ificr'tion for he romoval of hoso 110,000
persons was ho possibility of. fig exis once of a disloyal element in
thoir nlids ho.critical military si ua ion in the Pacific v/hich in-
croasod uneasinass over ho possibility of ospionago or sabotage, and
he 'lack of 1ime and facili ies for individual loyal y scrooning. Tho
persons evacuated wore not individually chargod with any crime or with
disloyalty, and subsoquen Gxporionce has .cloarly domons *a ha tho
evast majority of hom woro and cro good Amoricans. This is convinoingly
indicated by tho ou standing rocord of our 23,000 Japan©so-Amoricans who
served in he armed forces in "both ho European and Pacific hoatros, ard
by he fac hn the records of hO intolligonco agonoios show no case
of sabotago or espionage by Americans of Japanoso ancos ry during ho
ontiro war*



The evacua ion orders gnvo tho persons affoe od dosporately little
ime! in which to se le their Gffairse Tho governmontal safeguards that

woro dosigned o proment undua loss irithesG circumstances wora sonoiArhei
etardily ins itu 0d, woro not £ ones effoctivoly publicized among ho
evacuoos, and wore never ontirolv successful* Morohnnts had o .dispose
of heir stocks and' businessas a sacrifice prices. In a sotting of con-
fusion and hys oria, many evaou3os sold personal possessions for a small
fraction of thoir valuo. A largo number had to accept totally inadoquatQ
arrangomcfiits for protoction and inanagemont of property. Valuable loaso-
hold iii Qres s had o 'te abandoned*

Continued exclusion incroasod the losses. Private buildings in which
evacuoos stored their property wore br~kon into and vandalized. Mysterious
firos destroyed vacant "buildings. Property loft with nfriondsn unaccoun ¢
ably disappearedj goods s ored vd h ho Govsrnmont sometimos wero damaged
r 1 e Persons entrusted wi h tha managomon of evacuee real property
mulcted tho owners in diver so i“ays. Tenants failed to pay ront, oonvortod
pr°DGrty to thoir own uso, ond coinii‘ittod wasto* Prohibitod from roturning
to tho evacuated aroas oven tc-mporarily to handlo property natters, tho
ovacuees woro unablo to protect thomselvos adequately. Property manago-
mont assistance givon.by thQ War Rolocation Authority on tho Wost Coast,
although it ofton mitigatod and sonjtimes prevented loss, could not~coin-
pletoly solve tho problem there, complicated as it was by difficultios in
conMunicatiion with fibsont owners &nd locsvl projudico*

In reloca ion centers thQ only inoorao opportuni ies for ovac os lay
in conljor oniplojThonfc £it wege? r&ijoc of4 §$12 'bo |pl9 por monijli, plus small
clothing Gll(3wan Qs. ?feny folt compOllod to discontinue paymont of life
insurance premiums. Some found themsolves unable to make mortgage or tax
paymGii s atid lost substantifiloquitios*

All of the foregoing examples of tangiblo Irss to tho ovaouoes aro
directly attributable to tho evacuation afd continuod exclusion of thoso
persons from thoir homos. Unlike our fighting mon and thair families, who
also mado financial and porsonal sacrifices in this war, this group was
given no statutory right to amoliorating benefits. Thoso persons hnvo had
to bear the losses occasionod "by the ovaouation in addition to the war-timo
doprivstions tilioy havo shared .witli 310 rost of tiho /iinoriosui pooplo* | or
tho firs imo in our history, p rsons of Japanoso ancos ry aro appearing
in substantial numbers'on the roliof rolls. The loast that this country;-
can do, in simplG jus icQ, is o afford sondl dogroe of componsation for
ho maasurablG special lossos tho ovacu s have sufferod.

The only clear recourso which the evacuees nowhavo, through the pass-
age of private relief bills, is totally impracticable. The potential volume
of gvsougo cl1€ms”™ if Qddod "to tlio lood under Y\rhich tlis Congressloricil clgiihs
oominittoos aro already laboring, rai”ht well produce a virtually umnancgeablo
burden* Tho obvious rosul would be o0 pos pono the so 10Inorrb of mos ovric-
uoo olairns for an indefinitely protracted poriod. To provido for adjudica-
tion of tho claims by the Court of Claims would bo an jjnposition on that
Court, bocauso of the small indi\Tidiial amounts involved and tho potential



volume of olaims, and unfair to the claimant® bocauso of. ho oxpenso of
prosecuting a claim bofore tho Court of Claims and the probnblo dolay in.

adjudication. Tho most oconomioal and practical solution - OLO which
Congross has adopted on numerous occasi®ns in he past for* }j hnndling
of caso claims arising out of a specialmubjoct matter --is the croa ion

of a special ribunal o hoar and cl«tomine tho claims*

The enolosod bill would establish an Evacuation Claims Coinmiavsion es
such a tribunal. In order to avoid incroasing tho number of indopondant
agencies and o benefi by he exporionco Twhich his Dopar mont has had
wi h ho ontir© evacua ion and rolooationproblGm’ thG b ill would gs a"b-
lish tho Commission within this Dopartment rather than as a sGpara g Fod-
oral agency.

Tho Commission would havo jurisdiction o adjudicate claims by persons
of Japanese ancos ry for daninfq to or loss of real or porsonal.property, or
o0 hoi* impairmeri of asso g , hnt arose from or as a natural and reasonablo
consequenco of the evacua ion -and exclusion program. This standard is suf-
ficiently floxiblo o permit tho Commission to considor claims involving
" propGr losses only in tho broad sghsg, suoh as he impairmorrfc of going-
concorn valuos. A ho same imo the standard excludes claims h?)t are
largely specula iva and less definitely appraiscble, such, as claims for
anticipatedwages or profits ha inigh havo accrued had not ho ovaaua-

ion occurred, for deterioration of skills and oorning capacity, and for
physica hardships or mental suffering.

In de ermining ho amount of relief o "o granted, ho Commission would
be required o consider o hor.oxis ing or intervoning factors ha affoc ad
he loss. Thus soma losses, as in he case of ousin©ssos specializing in
import o* sale of Japanese goods, would hcivo occurred ovon if thoro h<ad boon
no ovaouation* Likewise , dam?;g0 may havo boon Qggrava od in somo oacos by
failure of the evacuees to tako. sto[)s TArhich hoy rGasonably should hovo
taken, ovon in tho abnormal cirouiastnnoes, o protectthemsGr~ros* On ho
o hor hand, hero are numerous instr iicos in which in orvoning factors: im~
modla ely causing tho loss, such as arson, hof mortgage foroclosuro,
loss of goods whilo in GovGrranont possession, or breach, of rust, should
not affect recovery, because 110 situn ion giving riso o ho loss would
not hato occurrod had tho owners boon permitted o rGmain in possession.

Amongs he typos of claims oxoludod "oy he bill from-considora iori/by
ho Commission r,ro Olaims of persons who weiVj 'volun arily or involuri arily
deported o Japan after Docombor 7,1941, or who are rosidont in a foreign
country. Several hundred evacuoos voluntariiy repatriated o Japan during
tho ware Since tGrmina ion of hos | i ios approiximei cly T500 persons, most
of thorn ovacuGQs, have a GovorranGn expense voluntorily gone* to Japan,
chiefly from internmont camps and ho Tul© Lake Segregation Con ore In
addition, ho Dopar mont; of Jus ico has "boon do ormining who among tho
alions (including persons who renounced thoir Amorican ci izonship)_should.
bo dopor od o Japan* This processing-is ho culmination of' ho loyalty
soroening proceduros © which Jd gvgougos have boon subjected sinoo he
GVé&cua ion* do 110 bGlievG hat. Jlose ropa ris gs and dGpor gos havo
any moral claim upon his Govcrnmcm ¢ Similarly, | bolioyg ho .parsons
m\to "before:the Twar 1 o Japan or glsewhoro o0 gs ablish rosidonco smavo
no claim for componsation he Wy nood rocognizoe



Tho remaining provisions of tlio bill aro largely solf-explanatory
and | shall moroly montion ho moro important. AIl claims would hnvo o
bo filod 1 hin 18 mon hs. f olltyAriiig’onao norfc, arri  he Commission would
ho required o comploto its lArork hin threo and ono-hal'f yxmrs horo-
af or* Tho Commission would have broad imros iga ory emthority, includ-
ing tho power of subpoena, and each claimant would bo ontitled o0 a hear-
ing, Assistance in proparing olaiion for filing could bo o:rboiidod by tho
Commission o0 NOody 01Qimari s* Tho Coinmission, s adjudications would bo
conclusive and a bar o further recovery. Awards would bo paid in ho
same manner as nro final judgments of the Court of Claims, oxcop hat
ho Commission would bo‘au horizod to pay small awards, not oxcooding
12500 in amount, in order to r.fford more expeditious roliof to thoso
whoso noed may bo acute.

As a mat or of fairness and good conscience, and bocauso thoso
particular American citizens and law-abiding aliens have borne with
pationoo find undofoatod 10jail y lio unique burdens wKich this Govorn-
mont has hroiA/n upon hom, | strongly urgo hat tho proposod 10gisla ion
be enac od into law.

The Bureau of tho BudgG hns advisod mo he  herd, is no objection
to ho prosontetion of his proposod ogisla iori o ho Congress,

Sincoroly yours,
/s/ J. A. Krug

Socrcj ary of ho Interior

Hon. Sam Rayburn,
Speaker of tlio
House of Ropresen. a ive

Enclosure 506

fkei identicallOl or has bogn sent o ho Prosident Pro Tempore of
stho .Sena e.7



To Create an Evacmtion Claims Commission under the General Supfirvision
of the Secretary of the Interior, and to Provide for the Soviets,
Duties and Functiong Thereof, and for Other Purposes,

# 0 and House of Representative,s of the
M Stages of America Iri Congi®3R ~sjeinbled, TI"at there is hereby

established in the Department of the Interior, under the general
supervision of the Socrotary of the Interior, the Kvacuation Claims
Commission, with authority an heroinafter defined to adjudicate claims
arising out of the evacuation or occlusion of persons of Japanese
ancestry from West Coast m3.litary areas, Alaska, and HaY/aii snbpoquont.
to December 7,194-1* The C TnmisF5on shall consist of a chairman and
two other members who shall bo apjminted by the Secretary of the Interior,
Two members shall constitute a quorum and the agreement of tv/o membrms
shall be sufficient for thn transaction of any business of the Commission.

Jurisdiction

See, 2, The Commission shall have jurisdiction to adjudicate any
claim by a person of Japanese ancestry against the United States arivsing
on or after Decomber 7 ,19/t1* when such claim is not compmsated for by
insurancQ or othcrvdso and is BnbBtantiatcd in such mannrr as the Commission
may prescribe, for damage to or lose or destruction of real or personal
property (including without, limitation damage to or loss or destruction
of personal property bailed to or in the custody of the Government or any
agent thereof), or other impairraont of assctvS, that fairly arises out of
or is a roasonable and natural consequence of tho evacuation or exclusion
of such person by the. appropriate military commander from a military
area in Arizona, California, Oregon or Washington or from Alaska or
Hawaii, under authority of Exocutive Order No. 9066 dated February 19,1942
(3 CFR, Cum, Supp, 1092), Section 67 of the Act of April 30,1900
(AS U.S.C, 532), or Executf.vc Order No, 9/79 dated October 1 8 ,619V+
(3 CFR,19 Supp” 495 As used heroin "ovacuation” shall includo volimtf:lry
departure from a military area prior to but in anticipation of an order
of exclusion thorcfrom. Existence or intervention of othor causes
affecting the damage or | vSs, including action or non-ac.tion by the
claimant or his representatives, shall be considered by tho Commission in
determining the amount of m liof that ¥dll be fair and cquitablo according
to the facts as they appear in p?ch case*

Limitations | Claims Not to 'te Considered

Soc* 3. (¢ The Commission shall receive claims for a period of.
18 months from the date of apprcwil f this Act. All claims not presented
vorithin that time shall be forovor barred*

(b) The Comnisr.ion Bhall not consider any claim{
m(1)by or on behalf of any person who aftrr December 7,

1941 was.voluntarily or involuntarily deported from the United States to
Jo.pan or who is otherv/ise recidenij in a foreign country*



(2) for damage or loss arising out of action taken by
any Federal agency pursuant to sections ~067, 4 6B, 4069 and 4-070 (relating
to alien enemies) of the Revisnd Statutes, as amended (5 U.S.C. 21-24)"
,or pursuant:to tiu) Trading with he Enemy Act, as amended (5 U*S.Ci mpp . >

(3) for damage or loss to any property| or interest
therein, vested in tlie United States pm*smut to said trading with he
Enemy Ac , as amended,

U) for damage or loss on account of death or personal
injury, persona inconvenience, physical hardship, or mental puffering*

Hearingj Evidence; Records

Soc, A# (a) The Conmission shall give . reasonable notice to tho
interested parties and an opportimity for then to be heard and to present
evidence before making a fj.nal determination upon any claim/

(b) Any relevant evidence having probative value shall be
considered by the Commission in itn inquiriese For the purpose of any
bearing or investigation £L\rbhoriz(id under his A ct, he provisions of
sections 9 and < (re ating to examination.of documentary evidence,
attendance of witnesses, and production of books, papers and documents)
of the Federal Trade Commission Act f September 2 6 , as amendod
(15 U.S.C= 9, 50) are hereby mde applicable to the jurisdiction,
powers and duties of the CoRmiPsion, Any person appointed to examijie
witnesses may be authorized by the Commission to issue subpoenas to
prociire attendance of* witnesses or production of documents and to appoint
an officer to serve the same« Subpoenas may be served personally, by
registered mail, by telegraph, or by leaving a copy thereof at he residence
or principal place of business of the person required to be served* A
verified return by the individual so serving the wsare se ting for h the
manner of service, shall be proof of service, a.B shall be the return
receipt or telegraph receipt when service is by regifftered mail or telegraph
respectively* On request the United States Marshals or their deputies
shall serve such process in their respective districts,

(c) The Commission shall havem seal, which shall be
judicially noticed,

(d) A vjritten record shall be kept of all hearings find
proceedings of the Commission and shall be open to public inspection.

Adjudications; Paynent of Awards; Effect of Adjudications.

Sec'* 5 (a) The Cornmipnion shall dispose of all claims filed with
it by award or order of dismissal,ap the case may be, aipon ?jritten
findings of fact and reasons for the decision, A copy of each such
adjudica ion shall be mailed to the claimant or his attorney.



(t) The Commission may r'ake payment of any award not
exceeding #2500 in Pxmount Qlit of such funds as may be made available for
this purpose by Congress*

(c) On the first day of each regular session of Congress
the Secretary of the Interior shall transmit to Congress a full and complete
statement of all adjudications rendered by the Commission during the
previous year, stating. he imme of each claimant, he amorint claimed the
amount awarded, the amount paid, and a brief synopsis of the factB in the
cape. All awards not T-"id by the CoinmiSvSion under subsection (b) hereof
shall be paid in like mannor as are final judgments of the Court of ClalmD,

(d) The pajnlient of an award shall be final and conclusive
for all purposes., notwithstanding any other provision of lav/ to the
contrary, and shall be a full discharge of the United States and all of
its officers, agents, servants, and employees with respect tc? all claims
arising out of the sane subject mt~er* An order of dismissal against a
claimant, unless set aside by the Commission, shall thereafter bar any
further claim against the United States or any officer, agent, servant,
or employee thereof arising out of the same subject mastere

Attorneys Fees

Sec. The Commission, in renderj.ng”™ an avard in favor of any
claimant, nay as a part of the award determine and allow reasonable
attorneysf fees, which shall not exceed twenty percentun of he airKAint
allowed, to be paid directly to the attorneys representing the claimant
out of, but not in addition to, the amount of such arnrcl*

Any attorney ¥ho chargee, demandr, receives, or collects for
services rendered in connection with such claim any amount in excess of
that allowed under this section, if recovery be had, shall be (guilty of
a misdemeanor, and shall upon convict:10n thereof be subjec to a fine of

not more than $2000, or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both,
No former Member or Employee o Practice before Commission

Sec, 7» No member of the Commission or employee thereof nhnll,
after termination of his appointment to or services v/ith the- Comm5.sr>ion,
be permitted directly or indirectly to represent any claimant before the
CommisBion.

Administration
Sec. 8, For the purposes of this Act the Commission may
(a) Appoint a Clerk and such attorneys, examinrrs, inter-

preters9 appraiser?, and other employees as may be necessary to conduct
the Dusiness of the Commission*



(b) Call upon any Federal department or agency for any
information or records neceoBarj?- in the pronecution of the Commission” .
business.

(¢) Secure the cocppration of S a e and local agencies,
governmental or 'otherwise, and reirni‘iirse such agencies for services
rendered.

(d) Utilize such volomtary and uncompensated services as
may from time to time be needed and available,

(e) Assist needy claimants in the preparation of claims
for filing wi h ihe Comraisfdon. "

(f) Make investigations as may be necessary for the
performance of its functions.

Vgj Exercise any and all of its powers o any place
?/ithin the continental United States, Alaska, and Hawaii,

(b) Make expenditures for personal services .and rent
in the District of Columbia and elsewhere, for the purchase of law books
and books of reference, for printing and binding, for the purchase,
exchange, and maintenance of passenger-carrying vehicles, for supplies
and equipment, for traveling expenses (inclijding per diem in lieu of
subsistence), for vdtness fees and mileage, for olher. admiriis rn'tive
expenses?.and for the payment of nwards under section 5 (b) of this Act,

(1) Prescribe such rules and regulations, perform such
acts not inconsistent with law, and delegate such authority as the
Conimission may deem proper in carrying out the provisions of his Ac *

Termination

Sec, 9% The existence of the Commission shall terminate at the
end of five years from the date of approval of this Act: Provided, however,
that if the Commission shall have earlier finished its business its existence
shall be terminated forthwith by direction of the Secretary of the Interior*

ApDr pr5.ati ons
Sece10* There are hereby aubhorizeci to be appropriated for the

purposes of this Act such sums as Congress may fron time to time determine
to be necessary*
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WAH RELOCATION AT3THORXTY

For Release AFTER 9:00 AM*> (E*T) MONDAY, WCWBSR 1 8 ,1944.

Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Xckes today issued the following
statement =

The Western Defense Commands action in revoking the blanket exclusion
orders for persons of Japanese ancestry on th© Pacific Coast means, in its
simplest terms, that the fr Relocation Authority will immediately expand
its relocation program to cover the entire country including the West Coasts
It most definitely does not mean that there will be a hasty mass movement of
all evacuees back; into the coastal area* The War Helocation Authority will
continue and intensify its efforts to relocate In parts of the United States
other than the West Coast, those loyal and laxv-abiding persons of Japanese
ancestry who are willing to participate in this program. It wiil also aid
those who prefer to exercise their legal and morel right; to return to the

West Coast.

The persons who are eligible for relocation, or return to the West Coast
have been found by the Army authorities to be loyal citizens or law-abiding
aliens. They are entitled to their full constitutional and legal rights,
and perhaps to something more than ordinary consideration because they have
really suffered as a direct result of the war. In a real sense, these
people, too, were drafted by their country. They were uprooted from their
homes and substantially deprivea of an opportunity to lead a normal life.
They are casualties of war.

It 1+ the responsiMlifcy of every Auerican worthy of citizenship in this
great Nation to do everything that he can to make easier the return to nor-
mal life of these people who have been cleared by the Army authorities. By
our conduct towards them we will be judged, by all of the people of the
world.

| call upon state and local officials threughout the country and es-
pecially on the West Coast; and on public and private agencies to assist in
the enormous “ask of returning these people to ordinary cotruTjinity life, |
believe that the responss will be enthusiastic and whclehuai *ed, And |
particularly hope that we nay see vetex,ar?B, ors™nisiatioiis like the iimerican
Legion and church and welfare groups in the fore-front of thoso who will
consider it th”ir responsibility to aid these people, and by so doing, to
show their devotion to the ~erioau principles of charity, justice and demo-
cracy.

All the evidence available at the relocation centers indicates that the
majority of the evacuee rBsidents have not yet finally decided whether to
return to th©ir former hemes or relocate elsewhere, and that most of those
who eventually elect to go back will need considerablQ time in making neces-
sary arrangements before they can actually leave th© centers* The War Relo-
cation Authority is now formulating detailed plans for keeping the westward
relocation movement on a gradual, orderly and systematic "basis*

People of Japanese ancestry both at the relocation centers ana else-
where who have been found eligible by the Western Defense Command for resi-
dence in the Wsst Coast area are of course free to go back at any time.
However, only those whose specific plans for resettlenent in the evacuatea
area are approved by WRAw ill be eligible for travel assistance which the
Authority now extends to those relocating in other parts of the country.
This includes the payment of rail or bus fare to the point of relocation
and transportation of personal properties such as household furnishings.
Since most of the evacuees at the relocation centers have had little oppor-
tunity to accumulate savings over the past two and a half years, they will
doubtless need such assistance. Only a few evacuees therefore are expected
to leave the centers, either for the et Coast or any other destinatione
without first having their plans checked and approved by WRA

In view of the fact that the evacuees were removed from their homes in
1942 by governmental order, the War Relocation Authority will make assistance
available to those evacuees, both at the centers and previously relocate
who now have urgent reasons and sound plans for returning to the West Coast
area. Simultaneously, however, the Authority will continue and intensify its
effortséo relocate evacuees in other sections of the country One of the

- . Nild *



(2)

major YJRA aims, from the beginning, has been to encourage the widest possible
dispersal of evacuees throughout the Nation, and this will continue as a
prime objective during the final phase of the program.

Of the 110,000 people of Japanese d cent originally evacuated, more
than 35,000 have now relocated under WRA procedures outside the West Coast
area* This includes nearly 70 per cent of the *American citizen evacuees
beyond the age of 17 who have been eligible for relocation, and also takes
in nearly 2,500 Japanese Americans who have been inducted into the Army of
the % ited States from relocation centers. The great majority of the 35,000
relocated evacuees have become satisfactorily adjusted in their new locations
and will probably want to stay where they are, Mahy of them, in fact will
doubtless now make arrangements for having their parent's and other family
members still at the centers come out and rejoin them at their new homes.

Since the mass exclusion orders have been revoked and the great ma-
jority of evacuees are free to ©stablish residence anywhere in the United
Statesr the War Relocation Authority will now work toward an early liquida-
tion of the relocation centers which were established originally for the
temporary maintenance of a dislocated people. No center will be closed in
less than six months, but it is anticipated that all will be closed within
a year. Funds have been provided to the Federal Security Agency for public
assistance through state and local welfare agencies for those evacuees who
are incapable of self-support.

As the War Relocation Authority enters the final phase of its program,
its immediate aims, as always, will be to restore the loyal and law-abiding
evacuees of Jauanese descent to a normal American environment f to relieve
local manpower shortages, and to cut down Government expenditures for the
maintenance of a displaced segment of the population. Its long-range ob-
jective will be to bring about a better economic adjustment and a more sa-
tisfactory nation-wide distribution of a minority group which was doubt-
less too heavily concentrated before the war in one particular section of
thb country*

P.N* 103701



ANTI-NISE TERRO
CAMPAIGN CmRGED

Ickes lists Shootings,
Blames Coast O fficials

Washington (UP)--Secretary of the Interior* ~arold L.
Ickes reported Sunday night that hoodlums are carrying on
a program or planned terrorism against Japanese-Americans
who have returned to California. One honorably discharged
Hisei soldier narrowly escaped death*

He said 15 shooting attacks, one attempted dynamiting,
three arson cases and five threataning visits have @]
place in the past four months.

Objects of the terrorism are Japane se-Americans freed

from war relocation centers last January and returned to
their homes on thewst coast.

He blamed California officials for not prosecuting the
terrorists who, he said, are motivated by a desire to set
up "an economic beachhead on the property of the evacuees
they vainly hoped would sell out or run outel

He said that in some cases shots have been fired into
homes with U*S. Service flags in the windowse

Hin the absence of vigorous local law enforcement, a

pattern of planned terrorism by hoodlums has deve oped,n
he said*

"MTh© shameful spectacle of these Incidents taking place
at the back door of the San Francisco conference, now in
session to develop means by which men of all races can
live together in peace, must be ended once and for all."”



February 14# 1945

Mr* lather E*
Project director
Central titifo H~Noemtlon Center
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tbd r.o.nt &r Depart order vhieh permits tbi

aiajorlty of «vacue®a to zZ vh™r  in the Stataiu
H N s — — H B
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Under Itd Dls*«ctot*f Dillon S* %#rf th« WHA b«eam«

a part of the D«part™«{it of Interior In F«bruar™ 1944* |t Is
seh«dul«d for liquidation within th® n«xt ilseal year and
|0 working to elo«# atlX relocAtion e”nterfi hf January 1946*

The 1944 r port t* eord d f viil «e 1© a©v 10pmeat of @
agenoy”s r#loeatloxi progz*&n the end of the Jtlaoal year on 30f
al t 17,000 lo fAl la »abi<Hag all ns had b n s “ t#d
in leaving the centers and Adjusting th«m«©lv«s to normal working
aM living e n4ltlo»s 111 o<Kmmitles outalde tlI”™ one# restricted
West Oo&at Ar«a« Sliu$e that d&te thm flgur« has Increased to
33t0O0O0o0iITiliim«nrcusuOegviiOiLroiioirr_|_at«dSji47 9tat6«anil
th# District r CoXwbl&9 &xd 28SQ0 INi«rioan« irho bave
left ItA cantor to join the az'i»ftd foz>et«u

kt th© eXoa# of 1944 fiscal “Yeftr th# WRA wa* aetlveX]
<»&Hstiag the fidd of out ;ld« pubUU M priv& 4 Interested
in assisting tadividuml eva<m«esf th# report atat«s9 ffHA aided In
the organisation of 100al QQoperftting eommlttaeft* It also seeur A
an agr®&«m#nt with th# F«4eraX Security Ag#miy# aftklng relocate
#vaeue«s eiigibla foi* sjUstimo uMer the pirogMm f or aiding i tut
and other pergom affected by r~strletlve governmimtftX action during
th# war* Sine# 30t thl» program has b##n further <t#T6lop»d &)d
h&8 b«G an asezit)l L jp&rt of r ioe&tjloxiu

Daring the five aonth* iloXXowickg reiruitltution of



SOX«otiy6 Seinried for Kls«l in XM4t tdi« report show* 460
dx»&ft«agb m«n were Inducted from th# eenters into Nell
orv« Cor[>ft and n 194 entered aetiv# <iuty»

Iner«<a@ed by mor™ than BOO rolunt”rB$ haa grown rapidly sine# JUn#

to the iresent total of 2,300 nom in &etire S62>vie6« at th#
g nters sufid oth#r r«Géntly r t d hav» r oz than 500
«8\Ay notices,1513ting €1 and isfilug in iu*
heater#

During th@ 1044 fi»eal y»&r thdysaiida of denfeer

aidimtct l«ft ob a onali to ork in the smg&r b , potato nd

long staple eotton fields» and war# credited with aavixig prieel«»0

v&r 6as#ntl&l erop«« Since 30. porm&ndnt 100 thas tsub
etivatially mdise®a thi» rem i“roir f evaiiaJbl© f&am and now
ith the IIftiBg of the ord rs £tr™ ajmounod QQt of

liguidation plana, tha agimey la abandoninga”~sonal™~ntl”ly
I» favor of leaves Tor “era&aenfe relocation#

pieult p i programe at h6 e nt prodimed food
orop»t poulti*r and b«#f valued at jnor# than |3#000t000 during th#
lg*month p«rilo<If all of vhleh was consumed bf th» r«si)Sftiit9 to

#ffedt & saving of that amenmt la e«»ter operation* Fr<iji#nt ag»

rreerr: /N Zrir:

Ished by ~uly 1*  F&na ti®acts at othdr nentor# id XX be planted In
eover crop# where nmmB&rfm All fam mnehinery will be mad* avail*

«ibl« for oth#r uao as quloly & reloeatidzi center n««d« Tor It aM

X*«due®dt«



At thm elose of the fiscal WBH was glv#& admin*

istrfttl're responsibility for operation of an Em«rg#ney H#fage© Shelter

at Port; Ontario to L« ® 1 r ar®fugt®™ f Ha Smithara
Europe until th©j b# yetiarned to tbi li* hom#ldisds# NeO r#|TugO®s
rrtred in August h&ve 11 6 »&tl f&etor™r atdjijuite xit to Sh»It p

life and activities* Th# pwjeet ha« b«#a aee«pted by th© American
publics as a gesture of this oountr™s good will «<nd & indioatlon
thstt tbs United States i 8813ting other U&ited In

meeting the i?#fug«® p«obliim»
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May 14,1945

COPY OF DEPARIMT OP THE INTERIOR, WAR RELOCATION AXJTHORITY
W SJeet Press Beleas© No* 125
For Publication in Project Newspapers Release on Receipt

RED CROSS INSTRUCTS CHAPTERS ON WEDS OF BVACLIEB SOLDIERS ASD DBPBHDBNTS

Officially acquainting Its loeal chapters -with 1~*8 post-exclusion tp©nd#
the American Red Cross Home Serrice Division has sen't lastructions to OT”zy
chapto!* one in each ooiaaty ixi "the UniStates vhighlighting 19© relocation
program and pointing out how local Red Cross Chapters can assist evacuee re-
settlers with faioily members in service#

HmMo Servic© Division workers of the ARC have been advised to provide any
needed service fvitMn their prograim to evacuees nho ar® members of ex™
s©ndceBi9B.rs famiiies# or members of families of active service men#

At iii© same tiiae TIRA has suggested to District R«looation Officers that
they contect Home Service Directors of chapters in their district to check on
speoial 8enrioes available ilirough ARC to faxaiXies of 6Taeu$9 soldiers*

ARC emphasized to its Home Service Directors the issnedi&te importance to
ly relocated dependenta of soldiJra 6f its a”rvloe providing reclassificaticm
of dependency allotments /when sOrviceiDeiifs families move from cent®rs* IWhil#
dependents receive their chief support at projects they are usually eligible
only f*pr the 37 maximuai Cla$s *Bt allotment* After Resettlement and ivith a
soldier son 1fdfCir chief support, the fadly may be eligible for the considerably
higher Class ~” |1 alloiaaient*

In addition to assisting in th© application for family allowances, claims
for pensions and other benefits, the Red Cross Bon© Service Program provides
additional services ftnd assistance to soldiers™ veterans and their families* Chief
among tiiese arej (lI)Assistanoe -wi'tii communications between servicemen and
their families when nonnal means or unavailable; (2) supplying
informaldon on legislation and regulations affecting this group} (3) Providing
military and xiaval auldiorities and th® Veterans Adadnistration irdth information
necessary in questions inToXving diagnosis, medical and psychiatric treatment,
discharge, furlough or clemency, and for veterans ratings; (4) guidance and
counselling in personal and family problemse or referral to appropirate agencies|
and (5) financial assistance to ser7ic6Bien# disabled ex-servicemen and their
dependents and dependents of deceased servlo©men, on the basis of need and not
of pitizenshipn se'b'blaien’b or legal residence”™ but subject: to certnin limitations*

HHEHHAHHBHAH
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Statement by Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. lekes.

H interested itself for two reasons in this location of
seven United States citizens who are of Japanese ancestry on ny
farm at Olney, Maryland, and on the fatrti of a neighbor. The first
reason is that Dbelieve should do all that we ban to ease the
burdien that the wai”™ has pIacedFiupbn {his parti'cl'JlIar group of our
fe Qwcitizens* | do not likfe the idea of loyal citizens, no
matter of what i*acie or color, being kept in relobation centers any
longer than need be. The second IreasOn is that thefee citizens
have a baokground of farming in California and we need competent
farm help badly4 The individuals involved compose family groupse
They have been investigated not only in the usual manner by the
F.B .11 2Uitary Intelligence, and others, but also have been
observed by an agency over which | have jurisdiction, the Indian

Service”™ since they have been for eight months at Poston on the

Colorado River. | have had exce lent reports on them*n

April X4 ,1943.






