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By

Ruth E. McKee*

S c a t t e r e d  from e a s t e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  s o u t h ­
e a s t e r n  A r k a n s a s  on t h e  map o f  A m e r i c a ,  t h e r e  
a r e  t o d a y  t e n  w a rt im e c o m m u n i t i e s .  U n t i l  t he  
s p r i n g  o f  1942 not  one o f  them e x i s t e d :  t h e r e  
was u n r e l i e v e d  w i l d e r n e s s  w h e r e  autumn was 
t o  f i n d  rows o f  b a r r a c k s  c o n t a i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s  
o f  from s e v e n  t h o u s a n d  t o  s e v e n t e e n  t h o u s a n d  
men• women# and c h i l d r e n .  These c i t i e s t sprung 
v i r t u a l l y  o v e r n i g h t  f r o m  a r i d ,  u n r e c l a i m e d  
s t r e t c h e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  e a r t h ,  o f f e r  t e m p o r a r y  

s h e l t e r  t o  t h e  110,000 p e o p l e  o f  J a p a n e s e  an- 
c e s t r y  whom f o r t u n e  o f  war d r o v e  f r o m t h e i r  
homes on t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  mass 
e v a c u a t i o n  o f  a r a c i a l  m i n o r i t y  e v e r  a u t h o r i z e d  
b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t . T h e y  a r e  

c a l l e d  R e l o c a t i o n  C e n t e r s •
From s p r i n g  t h r o u g h  a ut um n o f  1942 l a r g e  

c o n t i n g e n t s  o f  J a p a n 6  s e - A m e r  i c a n  e v a c u e e s  
p o u r e d  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  a r ­
r i v a l s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h e a t  and d ro u g h t  o f  
summer. H a s t e  and e con omy  d i c t a t e d  t h e  mass 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  army t h e a t e r - o f - o p e r a t i o n s  
b a r r a c k s  t o  h o u s e  t h e  e v a c u a t e d  f a m i l i e s .  
P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e s  w h e r e  t h e  
c e n t e r s  were l o c a t e d  d i e t  a t e d  t he e n c l o s u r e  o f  
t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  b a r b e d  w i r e  i e n c e s  and 

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m i l i t a r y  g u a r d s  a t  the bounda- 
r i e s .  The s i t e s  h ad  b e e n  c h o s e n  i n  r e g i o n s  
a w a i t i n g  r e c l a m a t i o n ,  where t h e  use o f  the l a n d  
b y  t h e  e v glcu e e s  . w o u l d  n e c e s s i t a t e  no d i s .  
p l ace ment  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ;  hence the i s o l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  c e n t e r s  from o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  h e n c e ,  
a l s o ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t o  t h e  n e w l y  a r r i v e d  r e s ­
i d e n t  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  he must  f o r  an unknown 
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  r e g a r d  a s  home r e s e m b l e d  a 

w a s t e l a n d .
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D i s p o s s e s s e d  f a B ) i l i e s # a r r i v i n g  i n  a s t r a n g e  
p l a c e  a f t e r  a  t e d i o u s ,  uncomf or  t a b l e  j o u r n e y ,  
saw b l o c k  a f t e r  i d e n t i c a l  b l o c k  o f  l o w - r o o f e d ,  
t a r - p a p ❹r - c o v e r e d  b a r r a c k s ,  e a c h  b l o c k  s u r ­
r o u n d e d  b y  a w i d e  f i r e  b r e a k . C o n s t r u c t i o n  
was i n  p r 0 9 r e 8 s • T h e  e a r t h  wa s t o r n  u p •
Dust was a n k l e  d ee p  and a t  e a c h  g u s t  o f  d e s e r t  
wind r o s e  i n  s m o t h e r i n g  c l o u d s . L a r g e  f a m i l i e s  
were a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  l a r g e r  bctrrack a p a r t m e n t s — 
a l a r g e  a p a r t m e n t  i n  a r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r  i s  a 
s i n g l e  room m e a s u r i n g  20 b y  28 f e e t ;  s m a l l  
f a m i l i e s  冒e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  s m a l l  a p a r t m e n t s - - a  
s m a i l  apartment i s  a s i n g l e  room 16 by  20 f e e t .  
T h o s e  who had lcrioirn p r o s p e r i t y  i n  o t h e r  d a y s  
and t h o s e  who had known e xt r e m e  p o v e r t y  s h a r e d  
a l i k e  i n  t h e  n© 冒 c o m m u n i t y .  I n  many c a s e s  
t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  a  f a m i l y  found t h e m s e l v e s  
crowdod t o g e t h e r  i n  a s i n g l e  r 00©. Each b l o c k  
o f  b a r r a c k s  h a s  0 c o m m u n i t y  l a u n d r y ,  b a t h  
house 9 mess h a l l • and r e c r e a t i o n  h a l l ,  b u t  a t  
t h e  t i s e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  most  c e n t e r s  had n o t  

y e t  had u t i l i t i e s  i n s t a l l e d .
The newcomer l o o k i n g  beyond t h e  l i m i t s  o f  the  

c ommuni ty  f o r  r e l i e f  from t h e  d u s t y  d i s o r d e r  
o f  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d  m i g h t  o r  m i g h t  n o t  b e  
a f f o r d e d  s o l a c e  i n  t h e  s c e n e ,  dependi nq upon 

h i s  l o c a t i o n .  At Manzanar,  he c o u l d  g a z e  upon 
th« m a j e s t i c  g r a n d e u r  o f  t he  S i e r r a s ;  a t  T u l e  
L a k e ,  i n  n o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a few low b u t t e s  
were  a l l  t h a t  met t h e  v i e w j  a t  t h e  C o l o r a d o  

R i v e r  a n d  G i l a  R i v e r  c e n t e r s ,  t h e  A r i z o n a  
d e s e r t  was b r o k e n  b y  a f e w  m o u n t a i n s  i n  t h e  
dim d i s t a n c e  and t h e  v i e w  was h a r d l y  c h a n g e d  
a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  U t a h  c e n t e r . o r  a t  M i n i d o k a *  
i n  I d a h o ;  a t  H e a r  t M o u n t a i n ,  i n  Wyomi ng # 
he c o u l d  s e e  t he i m p r e s s i v e  mount a i n  p e a k  
from w hi c h  t h e  camp t o o k  i t s  name; a t  Jerome 
and Roh冒©r ,  i n  A r k a n s a s  # he c o u l d  s e e  s c r u b  
f o r e s t  o f  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  t i m b e r s  a t  G r a n a d a ,  

i n  C o l o r a d o ,  he g a z e d  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  r im o f  
t h 鲁 h o r i z o n  and saw n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  t o  b r e a k  the  
m o n o t o n y  o f  e n d l e s s  w a s t e s  o f  b a r r e n  # f l a t  

t e r r a i n .

U n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  e v a c u a t e d  
p e o p l e  b e g a n  t h e i r  l i f e  i n  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  
c e n t e r s .  U n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a s m a l l  
C i v i l  S e r v i c e  s t a f f *  t h e  a b l e - b o d i e d  e v a c u e e s  
p e r f o r m e d  a l l  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s  r e q u i r e d  i n  
any community o f  s i m i l a r  s i z e  * Many were e n ­
g a g e d  i n  t h e  w or k o f  f e e d i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n  mess h c d i s ,  and o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g ， s t o r i n g ,  
and d i s t r i b u t i n g  s u p p l i e s .  D o c t o r s ,  n u r s e s ， 

p h a r m a c i s t s , d e n t i s t s . l a w y e r s , s t e n o g r a p h e r s ,  
t y p i s t s  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  # m e c h a n i c s ,  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r s ,  p l u m b e r s  # c a r p e n t e r s ,  
and e n g i n e e r s  冒e r e  s o o n  c a r r y i n g  on t h e i r  
a c c u s t o m e d  w o r k - - a t  wa ges  r a n g i n g  from t w e l v e  

t o  n i n e t e e n  d o l l a r s  a month p l u s  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r  # 
m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  and  c l o t h i n g  a l l o w a n c e . Tn：e 
r e s i d e n t s  h a v e  o r g a n i z e d  c o o p e r a t i v e  e n t e r -  
p r i s e s  t o  s u p p l y  n e e d s  which a r e  not  s u p p l i e d  
hy  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t • T h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n c l u d e  
g e n e r a l  s t o r e s ,  s c h o o l  s u p p l y  c e n t e r s  # s h o e  
and r a d i o  r e p a i r  s h o p s ,  b a r b e r  s h o p s t b e a u t y  
p a r l o u r s , d r y  c l e a n i n g  s e r v i c e . and community 
n e w s p a p e r s  t h a t  a r e  e d i t e d  b y  t h e  e v a c u e e s *  
T h e r e  a r e  s c h o o l s  f r om k i n d e r g a r t e n  t h r o u g h  
h i g h  s c h o o l # h e l d  i n  b a r r a c k s  i l l - s u i t e d  t o  
c l a s s r o o m  u s e • A d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  g r o u p s  f ormed 
e a r l v  i n  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  w o r l d  o f  t h e  c e n t e r . 
The e v a c u e e s  h a v e  f l o c k e d  t o  c l  a s s e s  i n  a r t s  
and c r a f t s ,  A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n # h i s t o r y ,  E n g l i s h ， 

c o m m e r c i a l  s u b j e c t s ,  p s y c h o l o g y #  and  c h i l d  
c a r e . D i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n  p o p u l a r  a t  

a l l  c e n t e r s •
G r a d u a l l y  t h e  d u s t  o f  t h e  r aw  new c e n t e r s  

ha s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  c o n t r o l . Some o f  t h e  
r e s i d e n t s  c a r r i e d  s e e d s  from t h e i r  o l d  homes 
t o  t h e  new; t h e  p e o p l e  went out  i n t o  t h e  s u r *  
r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y  a nd  b r o u g h t  b a c k  s a p l i n g s  
and c u t t i n g s  and r o o t s  o f  w h a t e v e r  t h e  r e g i o n  
o f f e r e d .  T h e y  s o w e d  g r a s s  and f l o w e r s ,  and 
t h e y  p l a n t e d  v i c t o r y  g a r d e n s .  L i t t l e  c a n  b e  
done t o  c h a n g e  t h e  o u t w a r d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  an 
army b a r r a c k ,  b u t  c a r e f u l  p l a n t i n g  and l a n d -  
s c a p i n g  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  a r o u n d  t h e  b a r r a c k s
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ha ve  go ne f a r  towa rd  s o f t e n i n g  t h e  g r i m n e s s  o f  

t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  And i n s i d e  t h e  k a r r a c k s # 
p a t i e n c e  and s k i l l  and i n g e n u i t y  h ave  i n  many 
c a s e s  s e r v e d  t o  b e s t o w  s u r p r i s i n g  g r a c i o u s n e s s  
and charm upon q u a r t e r s  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  s o l d i e r  s t h a n  t o  t h o s e  o f  f a m i l y  
g r ou p s.

Among t h e s e  p e o p l e  # a s  among a n y  v a r i e d  
g r o u p  o f  human b e i n g s # a r e  a f e w  vho s u f f e r  
t h e  s t r a n g e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  c r e a t e - - w i t h  w o r d s ,  
w i t h  p a i n t 3 # w i t h  wood,  o r  w i t h  c l a y ;  and i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  a s  e l s e w h e r e  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  c r e a t o r  
makes u s e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a t  h a n d f t h e  ma­
t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  i n d i g e n o u s  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
w o r l d  he i n h a b i t s . The c o m p u l s i o n  t o  c r e a t e  
b e a u t y  w h e r e  s e e m i n g l y  n o n e  e x i s t s  i s  n o t  
r e a d i l y  t h w a r t e d ,  n o r  i s  i t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r s  
wh6ir« t o  t h e  c a s u a l  e y e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a t  hand 
do n o t  seem t o  be t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  s t u f f  o f  

a r t :  t a r  p a p e r  b a r r a c k s  s e t  i n  p r e c i s e  r o w s # 
b a r b e d  w i r e  t e n c e s  # a n g u l a r  g u a r d  t o w e r s ,  
ugJLy o u t g r o w t h s  〇f a w a s t e l a n d . The a r t i s t  

i n  t h e  c e n t e r  h a s  w o r k e d  q u i e t l y  and  w i t h  
a b s o r p t i o n ,  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  l a w  t h a t  g o v e r n s  
h i s  k i n d :  he has t a k e n  t he  e v e r y d a y  l a n d m ar k s  
and d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  i m m ed i a t e  w o r l d  and t r a n s ­
formed them i n  t h e  s u b t l e  a lchemy o f  h i s  a r t i s ­
t i c  p e r c e p t i o n • On t h e  one hand he has  p r e ­
s e r v e d  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  b l e a k  l a n d s c a p e  and 
r e s t r i c t e d  l i v i n g , and on t h e  o t h e r  hand he  
Ka s c a u g h t  t h a t  e s s e n c e  a t  t he  e l u s i v e # c r i t i ­
c a l  moment when some r e f r a c t i o n  or l i g h t # some 
f l e e  t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a t m o s p h e r e ,  o r  some 

h e i g h t e n e d  and l u m i n o u s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  h i s  own 
h a s  t o u c h e d  i  t w i t h  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
or  b e a u t y • And s o ,  i n  t h e  l i m i t e d  and i s o ­
l a  t e d  w o r l d  o f  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r ,  t h e  
a r t i s t  a l i g n s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  o r de r  
o f  c r e a t o r s  b y  t r a n s c e n d i n g  l i m i t a t i o n s  w i t h  
t he  v a l i d  l e g e r d e m a i n  o f  h i s  c a l l i n g •
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