


SHIROISHI, PAT H .

August 9, 1945

Lo 9
&\‘}% & -

Mr. Ernest Besig
American Civil Liberties Union
216 Pine Street

San Francisco, 4, California
Dear Mr. Besig:

I have received your letter of
July 23, and I sincerely appreciate everything
you are doing for me.

I have already written to the
Commanding General, Western Defense Command re-
questing for a hearing so that I may clear my
status with the Army. The questionnaires that
they sent, I have completed and returned to the
Commanding General on July 18 th. At the present
time, I am waiting for my Army hearing.

Mr., Besig, have you had any response
from the Attorney General concerning my case? I
am trying so hard to undo the things I did and
praying that I may have the chance to prove my-
self ‘soon.

Sir, please advise me in any way
you can., Thank you for all the trouble.

Sincerely yours,
e A T e e
Pat H. Shiroishi

2T713-A
Newell, California




August 14, 1945

Dok T h 4 wald alsd
Mre Pat i, Shiroishi

2715=h

This will acknowledge receipt of

&C COLP

of Aurust 9
AUTUST Y

advising me of your appeal to

‘evenge Commend for a hearing, The

hogtilities between the allied governe

should do more to effeet your release

thaen any appeal board hearing

1ot yet heard from the

Attorney General concerning your cases, As soon as

-

I do, I will advise you,

Sincerely yours,

EBs AR Ernest Besig, Director
SF




SAT®, KIYOSHI ‘ .

Kiyoshi Sato
8315-I

Tule Lake Center
Newell, Celifornia

Mr, Ernest Besig A
Director

American Civil Liberties Union

216 Pine Street

San Francisco, California

Dear Sir:

I am writing you this letter in regards to
the renunciation of my citizenship, I have al-
ready renounced my citizenship and now I would
like to have it back and once more be a Citizen
of the United Stetes,

Being a citizen of this e~untry and to be
thrown in a cemp like the aliens, has made me
bitter toward this e untry and after one thing
lead to snnther I have come to Tule Lake and
renounced my citizenship,

But now I regret this fact very much =and
would like to g0 outside snd relocate, I have
an Aunt in Idaho who has two sons in the U,S.
Army and she has a2 farm and says for me t» come
out and help her,

Will you please arrange it so that I can
have my citizenship back again so that I could
go out and once more lead a normal life,

Hoping to hear from you in the near future
I remain,

Yours very truly,




IS

[

soepa, Tosazo@uIsaro rusy ans by ‘n letter, 9-3p45
1




&X‘\@ 4 ‘2_ (,\ 5

:eu.",(‘ { f";’lt‘
iLernLM
20, 1945

nned to rplw

I: W ‘@V%
ﬁegrﬁg@n

-.;F Al L *.‘t

MM




Center

945

writton you eoncerning ny wife and
sincerely “a;i\w to retain the cltizen-
e I sppeared before the heare
_ at&r about the early part of
yr 1N gan t:ruthfully : t i was under Alloudviﬂary,
: aaﬁ hrests wvhen we saerifli 'ﬁ » United States citizen-
fnetﬁ to be explained
i uyr rencuneing «nd that

i
-i,¢t#.§ L0
one cenier
LO

own busine
gentbers the

ple nd s , atally ehanzed he pres ures,
personal disturban nd false rumors widely spread and arouse
ed :tim innosents Lo obey an bake eommands o

o e N

tuerwise werse
ble «nd helpless.
the people and
y within thelr
took heed of
ong time Decause
B slowly added
e ‘@J’—’l Boawsne
ugh our

unclotion, we
W X 3 e G b7 .i.‘“.‘ %1
résent o ustice.




the end but the atmosphere around us stared with hatred and
unwillingly we had to apply for rencunei:tion until we heard
that a hidden member of the group were keeping track of our
agts. Mr. Bonis; you must believe me when I state that the
camp” pressures, rumors and built-up adviece led me into this
confused situation. Under normal eondition we would never
think of doing what we have done.

The Relogation Office informed us that we cannot re-
locate because we are on the Department of Justiece stop-list.
The above are the reasons for our remouncing our United States
Citizenship which are all against our wills, and that you would
consider our cases a8 'rejects?, and help us retain cur Awmeriean
Citizenship.

Bowever, if our above requests are not possibley I would
appreciate it very mueh if you eould arrange us some means
$0 that we may be paroled from this Tule Lake Center. Ue
sincerely hope that you consider our case ecarefully and help
up retain our American Citizenship, amd if this is not possible
please make arrangement for us so that we may be paroled.

Bincerely,

Toshio Boeda

/72;44%%~¢ﬁ,4é7

Misato Ruby Soeda

Hlicis by fosce




/' SHIMIZU, JAMES KAORU a,.b,;, form letter, 9-3-45

& Hee 20

Mr. Ernest Besig

Director

Americsen Civil Liberties Union
216 Pine Street

San Francisco, Californisa

Dear Mr. Besig:

I am g Citizen of the United States by birth
end a resident of Tule Lake Relocation Center. Pur-
suant to renunciation held in this center I signed
an Individuel request for renunciation sgainst my
own free will. At time of the Renunciation, I was
induced, forced and influenced by the members of the
Hokoku Seinen Dan which I was forced into. T have
long since resigned from thsat organization which T
never did believe in,

I was & member just at the time of my renun-
cistion hearing end was told just what to Say at
the hearing by the member of the organization and
by the residents. Prior to evecustion T was » loyal
citizen of this country. T heve or T hed sn Uncle
who was in the U.S. Army who was killed in Action
in ITtaly and was with the 442nd nsmed Gordon S.
Shimizu, and three cousins still in the United States
Army who volunteered. I regret very much I fully
realize T made the biggest mistske of my life.
I wish you would consider my situstion snd mske it
possible for me to get back my citizenship snd relocsate
8s soon as possible. TI am asking your help and I
shall continue to sbide by all the laws of this country.

Sincerely yours,

James Kaoru Shimizu ()
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September 9, 1945,

Mr, James Keoru Shimizu,
7918«D,

Tule Lake Center,
Newell, California,

Dear 1, Shimigus

ith reference to the question of dual oi-
tizenship, this is & matter of proofs The quostion is whee
ther your paremts registered your birth with the Japenese
consulate within fourteen days after you were born. Your
parents can be called to testify in your behalf.at the proe
por tim-

in the meantime, I trust that you wrote %o
the Attorney General repudiating your remmoiation and ree
questing e further hearing to give evidense o the eiroum.

stances under which you were foreed to renounce, I am hope-
ful that such hearings will be allowed, but I have no assure
ances of 4it,

If' you're not in a position to bring legal
action, the only thing you can do i1s to await the next move
of the Justice Department, In the meantime » ropresentatives
of our organization are ufging the Justice Department to mo-
dify its policiess I don't know what will happen,

Sincerely yours,

frnest Besig, Director,




SHIMIZU, MR PAUL KIYOSHI ans by form letter, 9-3-45

Poe /9 &

i
%
Mr, Ernest BResig
Director
Americen Civil Liberties Union
216 Pine Street
Sen Frencisco, Californis

Desr Mr, Besig;

I em a Citizen of the United States by birth
end a resident of Tule Lake Relocetion Center. Pur-
sugnt to renunciation held in this center I signed an
Individusl request for renunciestion sgeainst my own
free will. At time of the Renunciestion, I was
induced, foreced sand influenced by the members of the
Hokoku Seinen Den which I was foreced into. T heve
long since resigned from thet orgenization whieh I
never 414 belleve in,

T was a member just at the time of my renun-
eietion hepring =nd was told just what to sey at the
hearing by the member of the orgaenizstion and by
the residents. Prior to evacustion I was a loyal citizen
of this country. I have or I had en Uncle who wes in
the U.8. Army who wes killed in petion in Italy and
wage with the 442nd nemed Gordon S. Shimigzun, and three
cougins still in the United States Army who volunteered.
I regret very much I fully reelized I made the biggest
misteake of my life. I whish you would consider my
situstion and mske it possible for me to get beck my cit-
izenship end relocste 28 soon as possible.If this
cannot be done , would it be possible to be paroled into
my cousins custody?

T shell continue to sbide by all the lsws of this
country.

Sincerely yours,

Z.
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SASAKI, MACH‘ ans by f‘orm‘ter, 9=14-45

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

In reply, please refer to:

QFP 19 1945

ORVICTORY
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SHIMABUKURO, KAMIJI & TASHIKO  (h & w)

- 41;-‘ ll"D
Tule lake Center
Newell, Califeornia

Mr. Zdward J. Ennis

Inemy Alien Control Unit g
Department of Justice oeCl
Washington

DOC.

\(4\'1. i b5
4 1949

Your Honori

During the early winter of 1944-45 & heavy and vital problem of renun-
ciation confronted us, I must admit that during slmost three years of
abnormal camp life my sense of reasonins and Judgment had deteriorated
to some extent and I was not capable of coping with such 8 problem in
such & crisis. Underabnormal circumstances and confusion and rumors
throughout the entire camp 1 requested a citizenship renunciation hear-
ing by a Representative of th  Department of Justice. 8&ince then how-
ever, 1 have been reconsidering various points of importance. My pro=-
Pensity for listening to rumors, of which the Center was flooded with,
and letting them influence me was so &cute that it became the chief
factor for my foolish aet. The rumors caused me to become utterly
hysterical, and without a thought in mind, other than the fears of
forced relocation rumors and the pressures on us from the Hoshi dsr
during such a orisis, I filled in form 401 (i) of the Nationality

Aet of 1940, signed, and sent them to you., I am now, after much thou=-
ght and reconsideration, fully aware of the grave error which 1 com~
mitted, and I am deeply arieved and profusely ashamed of my stupidity
and lgnorance, I repudiate my slgnature as it wa: under Pressure and
ask a rehearing. 0 e e

et i S T TR A A AR

Adding to the humilistion of various causes was the evacustion which

us of our honfes and properties and finally the herding of us into a
disagreeable camp with crowded quarters. I was interned in Hawaii
without due reason for such scticns on September 1942 and was sent to
the Jerome Relocation Center in Arkansas on Novermber of the same year,
iy occupation was & painter. At the time of my internment I was paint-
ing in a Navy yard in Hawaii,

I have never broken laws or forgotten duties as I am a laveabiding
cltizen. Like most others wa: menaced and threatened by the funatics
JHoshidan) at the time 1 r

I
the renmunciation and si sned because of nrese
sures.,

My wife also renounced because I had taken such actions., She has &
brother in United States Armed Forces now in training in this country,
I have also a daughter three years of age and & son nine and a half
months old. My relatives reside in Hawaii, My wifes family are all
in Hawaii., They are trying hard to assist us in relocating back to
our homes in Hawaii., I feecl safe now and I would like to help the
family reestablish a normsl family life again.




Cotober 5, 1

Mry & Mrs, Kamlji Shimabukuro,
4911-D, 3

Tule Lake Center,

Newell, California,

Dear My, & Mrs, Shimabukuros

This will acknowledge the receipt of a copy of your
letter to My, Ennis repudiating the remumociations of your
citizonship and asking a rchearing,

In addition %o the repudiation, you should take prompt
logal actlon, beoause, as you know, it 1s the intention of
the Justice Department to deport all remmoiants to Japan,

I understand, too, that remumolants will be transferred first
to isolated internment centers where it will be most difficult
to procure legal essistance,

If' you do not have gufficient funds to hire an attorney
I trust you will join with obthers in the seme predicament and
pool your fimancial resourcesy for the purpose of securing
legal helpys All persons who want to remain in this country
should aot together, Test cases are of little use beocause the
goverament will in the meantime deport those not covered by
the particular ‘

-
4

I wnderstand that the Justice Department is about to ree
guire remmoients to register as aliems, Persons like you
should register under protest, asserting your United States
oltizenship, 3e sur¢ that your claim to United States citi-
sonship is antered on the registration formy You cen also
claim your citizenship in a separate letter to be filed at
the time yourregilster,

{The information I have is that the remumciants are ore
ganizing in an effort to challenge legally the entire renunci-

ation and deportation program, However, wnless swift action
is taken, it may be too late to secure a legal remedy,

Sincerely yours,

Ernost Besig, Director,




I was born in Hawaii on October 25, 1912 in Hawail and was taken to
Japan by my parents at an early age. I returned to Hawail in 18050
where I took up the cocupation of painter. Iy wife was born in Hawali
also on October 14, 1817, She was employed in & family until evacua-
tion in Honolulu,

My wife and I both appeal to you, Your Honor, that through your human-
eness and forgiveness you will regrupt my status, If it is imposcible
for you to do s0, I beg of you to put me on parcvle and give me a
chance.

Thank you kindly.

Very truly vourb,

/7///11/&4/ /pz,t&%%/(ifz >

ny Shimabukuro (Husband)
10/1/45 4911-D
d Tule lake Center
¢ce: Attorney General Clark Newell, California
Hir, Farnest Besig
American Civil Liberties Union JM,,Z,A‘, ¢2,,.¢a/ﬂ4,/éuﬂ’
Community Analysis Pection
Pule lake Center himahuﬂur \
Harold L.+ Ickes
Sec¢retary of the Interior
Personal File




