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Twisting 
In the 

I Wind

■

■
' ' *% ,

By Jack Viets 
Chronicle Correspondent

Shandon,
San Luis Obispo county

0  n the remote cattle 
ranches that wander along 
the rolling hills and dry val­
leys of Central California, 
the steel fans of trusty wind­
mills still turn endlessly in 
the wind.

They stand on sturdy tow-

ALBERT LAK1N 
'It's  the energy crisis'

Windmill 
Sales Get 
Brisker

Fresno
Albert (Big Al) Lakin has 

been selling windmills for 45 
years. He can r e m e m b e r  
selling 100 a 'year, but for 
quite a few years now, he’s 
sold only a handful-each 
year.

But last month, ihwas like 
the good old days; he sold 
five.

“Of course it’s the energy 
crisis,” he said.

Windmills are not cheap; 
L a k i n  said. “At today’s 
prices, you’re talking about 
$1500 to $1800 for one with an 
eight-foot fan.”

Bigger models with fans 
14 feet in diameter sell for, 
$3000 and more.

Lakin sells a rugged 
“Aeromotor” b r a n d  wind­
mill that used to be manu­
factured in Chicago.

Its design has been vir- 
t u a l l y  unchanged for dec­
ades, he said, but now the 
mills are made in Argen­
tina.

“The company found it 
was cheaper to buy back 
mills made under license 
there than to make them 
here in the U.S.”

Our Correspondent

ers, alone, or sometimes in 
clusters of two or three, and 
their silent work is never 
done.

The slender pump rod that 
is powered by the spinning 
fans reaches far down into a 
well below 100, 200, and 
sometimes 300 feet or more 
— and pumps up water at a 
steady three to five gallons 
a minute.

“Some of these mills were 
here 50 years ago when I 
was a kid,” said Mervel 
Tucker the other day.

“I used to help my dad 
when he’d fix one.”

Tucker is 61 and he is still 
fixing windmills. Now they 
say, he is the last full-time 
windmill mechanic in Cali­
fornia, and probably the na­
tion.

Although the tens of thou­
sands of once familiar wind­
mills that covered the Cali­
fornia landscape have been 
replaced by more powerful 
electric pumps, Tucker still 
takes care of more than 200 
survivors of the pre-energy 
crisis age.

“And every year, I put up 
a few new ones,” he said.

From his shop here in the 
tiny community of Shandon, 
he drives out to repair or 
service windmills in a vast 
territory that ranges from 
the coast to the mountains 
that separate the coastal 
valleys from the San Joa­
quin; to an a r e a  around 
Simler, a little town that’s 
halfway between Paso Ro­
bles and Bakersfield. “If a 
rancher calls me and his 
cattle are almost out of wa­
ter, I get out there as soon 
as I can. Sometimes, he’s 50 
miles away.”

Usually, he said, the trou­
ble is not in the windmill, 
but in its pump. The wind­
mill, he says, is a pretty sol­
id piece of equipment, and 
will last 50 to 100 years if it’s 
properly cared for.

Since the chilling impact 
of the energy crisis, and 
higher power bills, Tucker 
said, a lot of California 
ranchers a n d  other con­
cerned citizens have started 
to think again about wind­
mills.

“I’ve been getting calls 
from all over,”; he said. 
“Pepple are figuring that 
the wind is free — and that 
it’s a good source of power.”

He won’t be “a bit sur­
prised” if more windmills go 
back to work pumping water 
on more ranches around 
her© and in other areas of 
the state, he said.

Tucker also thinks about 
the future. * >

Proposals of scientists to 
put up “farms” of giant 
windmills to generate much 
of the nation’s electrical 
energy needs are far from 
science fiction, he thinks.

Henry Twisselman, one of 
T u c k e r ’s rancher friends, 
agrees with him; he’s in the 
windmill’s corner.

S.F. Police! 
Commits Si

A veteran San Francisco 
police officer committed sui­
cide in his Daly City home 
yesterday, police reported.

Daly City police lieutenant 
Charles Terry said Harry 
Farnlacher, 57, a 25-year vet­
eran of the San Francisco 
force, apparently shot him­
self in the head with a pri­
vately owned .38-caliber pis­
tol.

Terry said Farnlacher’s 
wife, Thelma, found her hus­
band’s body in the doorway 
of an upstairs bathroom 
when she returned from 
walking th e  family dog 
about 10:30 a.m.

Farnlacher, a patrolman, 
left two notes indicating he 
was “in a depressed state,” 
Terry said.

Terry also said Farnlach­
er took an extended leave 
from the department about 
nine months ago and re­
turned to his patrol duties at 
Taraval station late last

year.
He 
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By Peter Breinig

Henry Twisselman cranked his neck to match Mervel Tucker check one of the rancher's windmills

The last windmill mechan­
ic had stopped off at Twis- 
selman’s ranch to say hello, 
and to talk about windmills.

“I remember we used'to 
have a little wind generator 
to run our lights back before 
they put electricity out here, 
and it worked just fine,” the 
rancher said.

Twisselman has 12 wind­
mills jumping away on his 
10,000-acre ranch some 20 
miles southeast of Shandon 
in what’s now called Bitter- 
water Valley over on the 
Kern-San Luis Obispo coun­
ty line.

“Whenever you get a few 
dollars ahead out here, you 
look for more water. You

drill a weU. You hope you 
get water — and then you 
put up that other windmill to 
pump it. Windmills pump ail 
the water for his 600-head of 
Black Angus seven months 
of the year.

But in the five-month long 
dry season he  uses 
gasoline - powered p u m p s  
and Twisselman has to drive 
ten miles o v e r  his ranch 
every day to fuel and serv­
ice them.

For seven months, he not­
ed, his windmills not only 
save him plenty on fuel 
costs — they save lots of 
time, too.

“I really don’t see why a 
lot of people retired their

windmills,” he said.
The old friends switched 

briefly from windmills to 
Watergate and politicians, 
and then Tucker climbed up 
to take a look at one of Twis- 
selman’s windmills, checked 
it out, and drove off in his 
pickup d o wn  Bitterwater 
Valley. >

Occasional w i n d m i l l s  
stood along his route.

He said, “I always wonder 
when one is going to need 
some work, but it makes me 
feel kinda proud when I see 
one.”

“I know it’s a little orna­
ment I sort of put up there.”

R A N S O H

makes a woman feel 
like a woman again

The return of the Ladylike lookj 
era of elegance; the high heel; 
back. The open toe. Delman dj 
beautifully in black patent or n* 
faille bow. You simply must se| 
new collection of Delman shot 
never been more exciting. She

Shoe Salon, second floor 
RANSOHOFFS .  GRANT AND GEAl

IL W U  L o ca l E le ctio n

“Give me a few weeks 
alone with you 
and I’ll teach 
you to speak 
Spanish.

A new slate of officers for 
Local 10 of the International 
Longshoremen’s and Ware­
housemen’s Un i o n  w a s  
elected in a close runoff 
over the weekend, union offi­
cials announced yesterday.

Frank Stout narrowly de­
feated Cleophas Williams to 
become president o f the 
union. He got 854 votes to 
Williams’ 815.

Stout takes o v e r  from 
president Robert Rohatch, 
who was ousted in primary 
elections in December after 
a year-long fight within the 
union over the future of its 
headquarters.

The union’s new vice pres­
ident is Willie Zenn; secre­
tary-treasurer, Herb Mills, 
and business agents, George 
Kaye and Larry Wing.

ADVERTISEMENT Ad v e r t ise m e n t

H o w  to  
s to p  s m o k in g  
F e b r u a r y  1 0  

a t  3 : 0 0

f can make your second 
language become second nature to you.

What’s my secret? I don’t bother with tedious verb lists and 
grammar rules. •

Instead, 1 start you.off with simple words.
Like compañía. And oficina. Then l show you how to build 

them into simple phrases.
Like ¿Tiene Su compañía una oficina en Madrid?

Why, in only a few weeks of private lessons, yoU’ij be speak­
ing quite complex sentences.

If you find this hard to believe, l or one of my colleagues will 
prove it to you.

Phone us—or stop in—and we’ll make an appointment to show 
you, free, how easily you can learn to speak another language.

Phone us today. In a few weeks, you can speak Spanish*.
*Or French. Italian. German. Or any of our other languages.

BERLITZ
•  214 Grant Ave., San Francisco, Phone: (415) 98S-6464
• 525 University Ave., Palo Alto Office Center, Phone: 323-0076
•  1939 Harrison S t ,  Park Plaza Bldg., Oakland, Phone: 444-2828 

Translation services and private programs are available at a ll school:

Come to the St. Helena Health 
Renter
A team of physicians including 
a pulmonary specialist, as well 
as physical therapists, dietitians 
and clinical counselors will 
work with you in a 4-point 
program:

1. Show you how to overcome 
the physical addiction to to­
bacco.

2. Help you improve breathing 
ability.

3. Cope with the tensions that 
"call for a cigarette.”

4. Keep your weight in line . . . 
even help you lose if neces­
sary

The cost is no more than a 
moderately priced vacation. In­
cludes everything: all meals and

good food,, private room and 
balcony overlooking beautiful 
Napa Valley, swimming, hiking 
and all the medical supervision 
you need to help you return 
home free of nicotine and well 
on the road to better health.

If  you cannot attend our Feb­
ruary 10 session, plan to join us 
March 3.

St. Helena 
Health Center

Associated with the 
St, Helena Hospital, a fully 
accredited medical facility

St. Helena Health Center
Dept. 204, Deer Park, California 94576
Telephone: (707) 963-3617

Gentlemen: Please send me the details of your stop-smoking plan. 

Name_________________________________

Address.

City State Zip

one week only, ■
Feb. 4 to Feb. 9

Timex repair special
Don’t discard your 

ailing Timex — our experts 
will make it run like new.

If your Timex is out of warranty, is 
slow, fast or stopped have the move­
ment exchanged at these special 
prices. Sale Is from Mon., Feb. 4 to 
Sat., Feb. 9.

r \  r~ ' R e g u l a r  T im e x  
watches, including 

y _ / w l i t )  f a m o u s  character 
series such as the 

“ Mickey Mouse.”  Reg. 4.95.

Sel f -Wind Timex, 
reg. 7.95, now sale 
p r i c e d  f o r  one  
week.6.35

R A N S O

SPECTAi 
CLEARAI

/■ s  mmm7 r — I f  y o u r  T i m e x  
> <  /  watch needs a new

/  y j  rotor, they are also 
sale priced. Reg. 

10.95. Take advantage of our spe­
cials now! v

20%
watch models.

The Emporium Watch Repair

We are also offer­
ing 20% savings 
on watch repair of 
a l l  o t h e r  T im e x

A U r

o TIMEX® N
«£ S E R V IC E  m 
w  C E N T E R  °

6  V \

LUXURY
HANDBAGS
1 2 .  to 3 3 .

originally sold in stock 
for 17. to 50.

Save dollars and dollars
on all top-quality__
all fully lined handbags . . .  
all beautifully crafted with inside 
zippered compartments! If you want 
a style that’s “ right now” , you’ll 
find it here among the adjustable 
shoulders, pouches, chain handles, 
double handles, and envelope-type bags. 
At these ridiculously low prices — 
the best will go first.
So you be first!

Handbags, firs t floor

RANSOHOFFS •  GEARY AND GRANT
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l^ K  ' QÍt¿Uu¡4> ' CAfïÀJ 
n4o4¡ y i W -  fliULj' ALfif- Câ <~
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July 25, 1972
Interview with Mrs. Shinobu Matsuura (76 yrs old)
B o m  June 6. 18961 in Fukui. Japan. Father was p££est of Buddhist 
temples Mother was a very gentle woman.
Had an older sister who died when 1 yr old
Older Brotheri died when he was 5 yrs old. - One New Year's morning he 
seemed to have a cough. The "Baya" took him to a home-doctor. The Dr. 
said he had diptherla, that he should be put into a hospital immediately. 
But the HBayaM feared hospitals because that was where people went to 
die. She didn't tell the parents what the Dr. had said. All day, the 
cough# got worsei by evening, he could hardly breathe, so they rushed 
him to the hospital, but it was too late. There was no medicine then 
for the disease. They did a tracheotomy, cut in throat and Inserted 
paper tubes made of the finest paper. The parents stayed up all night 
making paper tubes until they had blisters. But the boy died after 5 
days. The poor "Baya" was heartbroken. Weeping, she cried, "gomen nasal.,. 
gomen nasal". A year after his death, medicine for dlptheria was dis­
covered. They still do "Gohoji" -or memorial services for his death.

(1 year, 3 yrs, 7 yrs and 13 yws are especially observed).
At thte time of his death, mother was pregnant with Shinobu. Since 2 
(or 3) older children had died. The parents lavished love and attention 
on Shinobut who was also a rather weak child. When ever it rained they 
sent her to school in a jtariki-sha, and the children in class would 
tease her. School was about 2 miles away.
She also had one younger sister (7 years younger) and a younger brother 
(15 years younger). By the time the boy was bora, the father was old, 
and they thought he was too young to take over the Father's life work 
at his death. Toc>young to "tsugu",.. or continue the family line. So, 
they thought of getting a "yoshi" for Shinobu, to continue the family 
line. They refused various offers of marriage, and she was still home 
at 22, which was old then, (most married about'18 or 19)* The aunts 
and relatives became worried becuase she was getting old. They said, 
"Urenokori nl naru".
In 1918 a "Sensei" whom both parties respected highly, recommended that 
Shinobu marry Hev. Matsuura who had ret'd to Japan to look for a wife.
He had already bean working at the Guadalppe Buddhist Church since 1906. 
(did he found ?) He said that it was a "li go-en".
Neither she nor her parents hesitated. They felt it was good "en", 
"In-nen" - Cause and effect. Kharma. It was to be. They had complete 
faith and trust in the sensei who was the baishakunin. She thinks that 
such trust of each other is a good thing. Without even knowing his age, 
or seeing his photo, she said yes. Later, she was a little shocked when 
she waw him as she was only 22 and he was 13 yrs older - 35. He said to 
her "kinodoku da neh."
He was from Hiroshima and She was from Fuku#i. In those days, it was 
like marrying into a forfefcgn country. Many of the inaka no people told 
her not to go. "It's a big ocean to cross... the ship might sink... you 
don't kven know what it's like over there... don't go. " But her parents 
felt it was a good opportunity for her and encouraged her to go.
In those days a Buddhist wedding was very unasual. Usually, weddings were
Shinto and Bunerals were Buddhist.
They were married in Japan, and spent 6 months in Fukui before coming to 
Guadalupe. They came over on the Korea Maru. (get story), Guadalupe 
then had many famers raisin« lettuce, celery, etc.. ' 7 ^ , ^ n j
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She often uses the term In-nen (tsunagari)- cause and effect, as determin­
ing life's varying situations. Ex - her friend Mrs. Yukawa now being 
there to help her while she is £ ill... is in-nen.
The name of her book is "Hi-Gan" Hi * sad (7) , or parent's negai 

Gan • desire
Itoshil negai constant care

Hotoke « "sukui-nushi" or saviour. He saves everyone. ^Personified, he 
Ti~Buddha. (Jesus to ̂ Christians). H© had the desire to be seen(?)

Ami da-but su a Universal power
Nami) Ami da butsu a ”i put my faith in Buddha." One says it when happy, 

or sad, or lonely, or grateful... It is like a child calling to its 
mother .... "Mama,.. " It is the reaching out and being at one 
with Buddha. |l t

Most families have an altar. The main element lnlt was a statue of 
Buddha. But when the Buddhists first came to the US, there was 
so much antl^ Japanese feeling in the U.S. and the Buddhists were 
accused of "Guzo-suhai" - or statue-attachment - idol worship, that 
most people just put in a plaque that read "Namu amida butsu,"

- Old practice was to get up, wash, and then go "ogamu" at the altar,
- In J. since rice was cooked for bkst, the first bowl of rice was

Brought to the altar. In the past it was a large bowl, add cooked separate^
- Then morning service. In a strict home, couldn't eat until after 
the morning service.

- If something good wer-e received as a gift - fruit, ohagl, etc... was 
brought first to hotoke-sama. (She remembers wanting to eat it first.)

- Evening service is before dinner. Sometimes read a chapter or so of
the Sutra. (Comparable to Xn Bible).
I should read "Sho Shinge" written by Saint Shinran,
Most J. in Am. are of the "Shin Sect" ) (Shin-Shu) 

Zen., Soto shu
There is also

to? Kobe and waitLeft fofr t h e  USA in June 19181 With Rev. M. They had tol 
there for a ship, because so many people wanted to go to US and shf>ps 
were full. There they had to pass physical exams, have stool exam, and 
checked for "trachoma.” She hated the horrible Kobe inn where there 
were many uneducated, vulgar and crude people.
Rev, M, had used up all his money in Japan, and had money only for Third 
Class passage. Her parents offered to pay for 2nd class, but he said 3rd
would do. Some said "nimotsu atsukal" and felt sorry for the new brldg.



Mrs. Matsuura 3/1/72 p.2.
She felt very lonely leaving Japan.
In 3rd class, the men and women were separated, so she ahd Rev. M. had to 
sleep in separate sections. They slept in bunks on one side of the ship 
(not really a room), and men on other side, A huge woman said to them, 
"Wash! ga ban shiteru kara anshin shite neoj" There were all kinds of 
men many Filipinos,,, many crude "gehin" na people. It was a most 
unpleasant sxperlence.
Wften she would go to the men’s side to see her husband, the men wfculd 
tease her saying, "Ya kita zo... mata kita zo..." Same when he came 
to see her. They could go out on deck and they ate together.
In those days a small koto "taisho koto" was in style, it could be held 
on the lap, and she would hear someone pAAying "pinpiko piko" and she 
would feel so sad and homesick. She was sorry she left J,
There were 3 deaths "suiho" during the trip. The first was a young 
17 year old boy whose Father had gone ahead to the US and was waiting 
fo r him. The mother was going to go with him, but had to stay behind 
in Kobe because she had trachoma. The poor could not keep the corpses 
as the rich could, so the bodjres were simply put in a big sack and 
dropped off the stem. The ship would pause and come to a stop, and 
she remembers hearlng^the horrible sound of the body dropping into the 
water. She Iwx and Rev. ."okyo wo ageru",.,, observed Buddhist death 
ritual for the boy. When his kori was opened, it contined ajuzu (beads) 
and "Shoshin" book, (sutra.7) This was between J, and Hawaii.
After 3 days, two Filipinos died. Again, there was the awful sound of 
the body being dropped into the water.
They spent 2 nights in Hawaii. Bishop Imamura (?) was there. She was 
so happy to get off the ship and stay in a J. hotel, she wanted to stay 
in Hawaii and not go on to an unknown land. The temple in Hawaii had 
just been built then.
After she got back on ship, her thoughts ret’d again and again to Hawaii.
Arrived in SF about the end of June, There weremany ships docked, and 
Angel Island was full. Again men were separated from the women. She 
had to sleep in the top bunk of a 3-tiered bunk and was scared to (bath 
that she might fall out during the night. Had to stay there 3 nights.
A matron there tested them for "trachoma" andagain tested stools,
She went around with a pie-tin saying, "dai-ben" "Dalben". In all 
the nervous anxiety, many couldn’t have b.m.'s and had to "borrow " some 
of someone else, u/inx- (ik sich u ^ '|t\ u JurfvsHt c.hoc< —  (juet'vwv,
From Angel Island, she could see the flickering lights of the city and 
longed to leave. The place was full of other foreigners too. Many Russians 
Weople were talking about the 4th of July, but what was it? She didn't 
know... all she knew was that she longed to leave.
The Aki Hotel in S.F. sent over some osushi (like "sashi-ire" food taken 
to jail.) She was so happy to eat it, wanted to "ogamu".
After the 4th, Rev. M. was able to join her and they were finally released.
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- In Kobe before she left Japan, she was told that she shouldn't wear 
kimonos because of the terrible discrimination, so she had a very 
expensive suit made by a Kobe Tailor.

She had nwver worn m  western clothing before that time. The bust 
was padded and the rear was also padded. She also had to get a new hat 
to go with this gorgeous padded suit. And she wore laced boots.
She arrived in America wearing her beautiful new padded suit... filled 
out and puffed and feeling very elegant. But on the ferry boat which 
they took to Oakland, she was so excited, she wasn t holding on to 
her^hat and the a n  brand new hat want sailing off into the bay. There 
was nothing she could do... it bobbed around in the waves of the bay 
and that was the last she saw of it.

8-7-72

Mrs M. is waiting for me, with some fruits and vegetables on the table 
to give me. She seems genuinely happy that I am coming to listen to her 
and says many times on each visit that she is so grateful that even though 
she is ill, she can do something worthwhile or helpful, by giving me infor­
mation. She is so happy that we (an Issei and Niseiji can really communicate. 
If she weren't ill, she probably wouldn't have had the time. It isall 
a blessing. She is grateful for everything. She is a truly devout Buddhist, 
a very humble, sincere, lfcving person. Grateful mxcn for every II e 
thing.
We talk about Munakata, and she tells me how he visited her home. He 
spilled some oshoyu on her white tablecloth, and disturbed, he rubbed his 
hand over it. Then, suddenly smiling, he said, "why it has taken the shape 
of the Kannon-sama." Mrs. M, thought this was auch a marvelous thing. 
"Ogamu sekai wa koko... " there is kannon sama even in the spilled oshoyu. 
This is real faith, Kami sama and Hotoke sama are everywhere. It's just 
that we can't see it. "Jibun ga mien kara....." ^
Speaking of that occasion, she smiles... "Ureshute, ureshute.... she was
so happy.
"Koboreta totoi mono ga takusan aru... Tada jibun ga mien kara,.,."
If we only open our eyes, we can find God everywhere. She is brimming over
with faith.
II “I don't go to Hotoke-sama ... 5 am too humble.,. Hotoke comes to 
save me, "It is the way you come here, and find something worthwhile from 
the scraps that I can give you. He finds me, to save.Me,"
She tells me that my experiences with Dr* Yanagi, Hamada and Kawai were 
something that should be treasured. Very few people even in Japan could 
have had such wonderful expdrfcfenees*"
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1918»

Prom Angel Island, they took a ferry to San Francisco and went to the 
Aki Hotel. In those days most people went to the hotel run by people 
from their own province. Aki is the name of a "kuni" in Hiroshima Ken.
Those from Fukuoka went to Fukuoka Hotel, those from Kumamoto to Kumamoto-Ya, 
those from Kishu to Kishu Hotel. Bo-cho Ryokan was run by people from 
Yamaguchi Ken, There were many Japnese hotels in SF then. Most of the 
immigrants in those days were from Hiroshima, Kumamoto, Yamaguchi, Kishu...
- They were driven in a bi car to the htoel. There were many picture 
brides in those days. Some women, all dressed up in their kimonos baft 
found no one waiting to meet them. Others holding photographs compared 
face and photo and found that there was a big difference. Some came to 
very sad situations,
- They stayed in SF about 4 days. It was so good to eat Chinese food after 
not having eaten very much on the ship. The Shina-ryori was so good, she 
ate 2 bowls of rice. Everyone was shocked. She also remembers eating a 
tomato for the first time. Had never seen one in Japan, Thot it was like
a persimmon, and 4 took a huge bight bite. It kst tasted so awful to her, 
she didn't know whether to spit it out or swallow,,.
- Host of the Japanese did their shopping in small Jewish shops on Fillmore 
St, which was close to Japanese hotels. There they bought funny things 
that were probably discards that ho one else wanted. Rev. M. went with 
her, and together they bought pink sweaters, clothing, funny things
that were expensive,
- Was so happy to be at J. hotel, and also to go to the Buddhist Hdqt.
at 1881 Pine St, Shis Bishop Uchida was then there. By 1918 there were 
quite a few Buddhist groups. Many were started by young people,
something like the present YBA, as the men who came here got together 
because they were lonely.
When they went to Omaeri at the temple and saw the Hotoke-sama, she 
thought, "Ah, here is the Hotoke-sama, waiting for me." It was like 
finding my mother or father waiting for me. "
- She recalls being amazed at the size of Golden Gate Park. She had 
only seen small J. parks and was amazed at how large it was. Also it 
was the first time she saw sprinklers on the lawns and thought they 
were like fountains in the middle of the park. She was also amazed at 
the size of the zoo.
- Their money was fast dwindling, so they phoned Guadalupe and told them 
they were coming. After they bought their train tickets they had only 
#15. left. She felt "kokoro bosoi", but Rev. M. assured her that when 
they got to G. everything would be fine.
At the station, only the "Big Bosses" (Japanese) came to met them.
At that time there were sugar beet farms all around, and a big sugar 
beet company. Some of the bosses leased about 500 acres. Then they hired 
young Japanese men to come work for them. They lived in camps around
the fields. The barracks were much worse than those we lived in in Camp.
Usually the young men were unmarried, and only the bosses had wives and
families. The witfes were called "okami-san" or "Baa-san" She was called
"Otera no Baasan", She was afraid of these tough men, but Rev, M, told
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her she couldn't be afriad. "That's exactly why we need the temple here," 
he told her, "You can't be afraid, or you can't stay here in the US."
- The Big bosses had cars. Two of them, she recalls, were scarred with 
small pox scars. "Yo kina satta noh.,." they said to her. "Matte 
mashita yo." They bowed many times, and then put her in the car saying 
that the temple was on the other side of town. She was expecting a long 
ride, but tt in 5 minutes they had driven through the town of Guadalupe 
and were at the temple.
The temple was just a box-like building. There were small rooms in 
ach corner, and the 2 in front were the office. One of the small rooms 
n ttxtxx one corner was their bedroom and their liv. room and their home.

1- There was a kitchen, but no chairs, only benches and a table made of 
roufeh planks. There was a 2-burner gas stove, but no oven. There were 
a few shelves with some ocha-wan, a little rice and canned goods on the 
shelf were waiting there for her,
- The buddhlst temple had to double as headquarters for the Nihonjinkai, 
land Rev. M, had to double as Sec'y for the latter and priest for the former.
- When Mrs, M. saw the temple,she felt so let down. She had been expecting 
America to be such a beautiful place. Now she was the "Okami-san" of a 
very meagre, humble temple. There were a few houses around the temple, but 
they were fery poor, ("somatsu"). Behind the temple were there some 
houses of Mexicans, and one lone grammar school. The whole place was
very "sappukei".,.. dismal, dreary...
- Water was pumped up by wlndmlj.1. She remembers the lonely sound of the 
windmills turning in the wind. The "gara,.gara.. of the wheels and
the sound of horses, cows mooing, "What kind of place did I come to?" she 
wondwwed despairingly. "Mah, nanto yu toko ni kita ka to mmotte..."
- The first night, they were taken to the home of a couple from Ehlme-ken 
who ran a boarding house. Everyone called them " E l no Baa-san, Ii no 
Jiisan, but they were only in their mid-^O's, , They took her there 
saying, "Ii no Baasan ga gotso shiteru kurete kara,..." and took her to 
their boarding house, which had a shop in front. She went, wondering 
what kind of American food she would be werved, expecting to eat with 
knife and fork, but was surprised to find a dinner of oseki-han, ohagl, 
otofu, age, imo, etc... Again, there were no chairs, only benches, so 
that many could crowd around the table if necessary,

[ - Most of the men worked and lived in camps around the fields. Dirty 
shacks, with outshouses (with holes in the ground), no plumbing. Usually 
they all had "nihon-buro^, heated with kindling wood, J. liked baths.
In the big camps, with 50-^0 men, cooks were hired. In others, the wife 
of the boxx did the cooking.

jj/^ugar beet work Involved, planting seeds, thinning. Irrigating, topping.
L They weuld rest in the winter. Some stayed all year, others did seasonal

there was no field work, many of the men gambled. She feels the J. gov't 
should have went leaddrs with these groups of young immigrants, to guide

There were boards laid outside to get to the toilet. (Plui

i
work and then went elsewhere to try to find work. During the winter when
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them, so they would lead better lives.
Japanese

- Many of the tanxn wives taut came as picture Rev. M. had to do
such things as write "shomei" - testimoni&sT^certificatfeens, etc... In 
order to call a picture bride, thejf men needed proof of a job and having 
enough money to support. Rev, M. assisted in such arrangements as well 
as lease papers, borrowing money Brom banks, etc,,,
- During her fi*rst year, when she was already pregnant, she wanted to 
go to L.A. to work in an Am. family so she could learn more about the US.
The Bishop in L. A. told her she was the first Priest’s wife (Kaikyoshi?) 
to become a school girl. They advertised in the paper and had many 
responses,- They picked the best U and went around to visit them. On 
Manhattan St, they went to the home of a pianist. Mrs. M. took one look 
at the piano and wanted to go there. They arrived with her luggage and 
she was taken to a small room next to the garage which was to be her* 
quarters. When t h e  was left alone, she cried.
ahe worked there tfrom Sept. to November; wore apron, was a maid, learned 
English, and about Am. cooking, cleaning, etc.... She had come as 
Miss, but letters began coming to her addressed Mrs., and she had to confess 
her true situation. She had to leave because of her preganancy.
- Influenza epidemic

I
- Started fujinkai.

/LjuU L U V \

8-16-72
- When the Japanese were beginning to come to the US, there were two schools 
of thought. (1) "Go ni itte wa go ni shitagai" - or **When in Rome, do
as the Romans do”. Because America is a Christian country, go and believe 
as they do in Christianity, (2) The other group felt that they should 
preserve their ancient Buddhist heritage, and like the parents of the young 
boy who died on the ship, sent off their offspring with Okyo and juzu, 
(Buddhist scripture or Sutra and Rosary or string of beads) 1st were called 
”Haikara-garni” the latter "Nippon gumi"

- The young men in Gudddule were lonely. They wanted to build some kind 
of church, but which to build - a Buddhist temple or a ChttAtian church.
They decided to write to the headquarters of both in Los Angeles and to 
follow whichever one answered first. They wrote to Rev. Junjo Izumida 
of the L.A. Buddhist Church, and to Rev. Baba of the Christian church.
Rev, Izumida*s answer came one day earlier, and so they decided to build 
a Buddhist church. This was how shallow their religious beliefs actually 
were. This must ah have been about 1900. They were not really "nesshin” 
in either religion, but were simply lonely and wanted something.
- Because of the difficult situation at the Guadaulpe temple, Rev. Matsuura 
was the 5th priest to be sent. All others left and ret'd to Japan, There 
were many fights because some of the Christians forced into Buddhist beliefs 
were unhappy. There was much turmoil, and priests aame and went.
- After the 4th priest left, there was no priest for some time. The men got together in their "temple", which was just a plain building, and
had a meeting. They decided it would be more relaxing (kiraku) to turn 
the place into a plain meeting hall. After all, some said, it was
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rather restricting (kyukutsu) to have the Hotoke-smma there. It was like 
beirut watched all the time, "Let’s make it a plain hall, and feel more 
free " They decided to take the Buddha to the home of Umekichi Tanaka^
who was a very devout, grateful person, always saying "Namu amida butsu. 
"Good, good," the men all agreed, clapping their hands. Then we can drink
and do as we please in this hall."
As thev were in the midst of their discussion the door opened, and in walked 
Klyojl Matsuoka (from Kumamoto). He was dressed in his dusty field clot es, 
his shoes covered with dust, carrying an armload of calla lillies He 
entered murmuring, "Namu Amida Butsu”, and excusing himself as he walked

men. he went to the * * * ' ™ A ^ y » * m  fi?*-  
the water in the flower vases and put in his calla lillies. Then ne j.iu 
the candles and burned incense and recited a short sutra, with his hand 
together ^ A s h e  did so, all the men grew quiet. They watched Matsuoka-san 
ashevorshlpped.and pkyed, and then quietly closed the doors of the altar, 
MtngxtsxkKttxtksxkxikxx
The men were subdued. “I guess we’d better think this over."one began. 
"After all. The Buddha belongs here... this is where mm* the ^P*?**® 
our parents are... we cannot very well remove the altar„.. Let s leave 
it here after alii. Soregaii... soregaii.... that s good, V they all 
agreed.
Matsuoka-san left quietly, still murmuring "Namu amida butsu." He went 
outside to his horse, patting its head gently and s a y i ^ , Y o  mettete 
fcureta neh... thanks for waiting for me... And then pkka-poka to went 
gently elopping off down the dirè road.
All the men had felt the spirit of the Hotoke,... "Kono mama ga iii... 
they agreed, "Let's leave things as they are.

A month later, Rev. Matsuura came. Most early churches probably had 
similar incidents.
- The Bit Buddhist Church said the Nihonjinkai (Japanese Ass’n) were the 
same. And the Ksty priest had to double as priest and secretary.
Priest =» Kaikyoshi Kai-open, Kyo-teach, shi - messenger.

- Even in the smallest towns there was usually aj^^ori^^ with waitresses, 
there was always drinking, 4 women, and gambling. ̂ e r T i e r e  many gambling
dens run bxJ&e-Chinese_smoking long thin pipes. tried to 7scarce“!»'Guadalupe. Rev. M. went to the gamming bo^es and tried to 
tell the men to stop, but they just shoved him aside, telling him to get 
out, "Jama-mono" iBothersome one). Some Christian ministers who 
to sttx> this kind of activity were even killed. Mrs, M. feels that 
the J. government should have sent trained leaders with early immigrants 
to educate them, spiritually and morally.
- Early immigrants came mostly to earn money. Later some came to avoid
conscription in the army. Others simply wanted to go out into the world 
and do bigger things than possible in a small island country. Only a
very few came out to go to school.
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- They had a welcoming party (kangeikai) for ter the Matsuuras at the 
Inouye Royriya. She was shocked to see white-powdered waitresses who 
played the samisen, Many of the wives of such ryoriya owners became 
prostitutes? their husbands standing guard at the door in case the police 
came,
- Mrs, M, was embarrassed to go to such a ryori-ya. She was the only 
woman guest, all theothers were young single men. They all stared at her 
and said she'd have to make a speech, "Aisatsu wo shite morawan naran.M
She spoke about "Sode furi au ni mo tasho no en," - Roughly - It was destiny 
that they were here together,,, Some people we never meet in our lifetime.
But wexm are here together now, through destiny,,, Let us help each other. 
Dozo yoroshiku, " They all applauded. She was only 22.
They toured all the camps to "aisatsu” p g rinctjQgi pay their respects 

{to the bosses. There were about 30 camps in Guad. with about 50 men 
| in each. Most were Japanese, some Filipinos, The camps were pitifully 
\ wretched, lonely, bleak and crude. The men slept in double decker bunks - 
1 narrow and hard? The wife of the boss usually cooked meals for the men?
¡they sat at benches or on orange boxes? there were outhouses with no 
¡plumbing, and a bath house for Japanese type bath,
- Mrs. M. was expefcinfe so much of America. She thought it was going to be 
a beautiful place. She learned about table manners, expecting that she 
would always be using knives and forks. She thought maybe she would even 
have tolearn how to 4 dance, as the Americans did.
- Instead, she found this barren, lonely crude little farm town of lonely 
men. Sometimes she longed to go home. Was this what America was like?
But her husband told her, "That's why we are needed here... that's why we 
need a temple., we must befriend these lonely men."
- And so they served wine to them. They let them come to drink and talk 
so there would be communication, "Sdkyo mitai na mendokusai koto shina 
sanna," they told the Rev. They just wanted to sit in the kitchen and talk..
- Rev. Matsuura, as Sec'y of Nihonjinkai as well, had to tour all the camps 
and offer his help. Most were growing sugar beets. The large ones were 
about 500 acres, under contract. Many of the J. couldn't read thelease
 ̂and simply signed. Some had signed away their crops and lost everything.
The priest had to translate# leases, go to the Dr. with them, or go to 
the drugstore with them and help them get their prescriptions and tell 
them tow often to take it. Some didn't even know what a spoon was, had 
to tell them "saji" and explain just how to take the medication. In the 
early days only 2 or 3 people could speak English,
- The winters were long and rainy. There were no sports then such as 
baseball. Some did Sumo. Judo came later. Therefore, mmst men gambled.
- Rev. M, had gone to Foreign Lang, School in Tokyo, so could speak Engl.
He tried hard to raise the men's wages, by arranging for better contracts 
with the Americans,
- After the sugar was removed from the Sugar beets, the residue was fed 
to the cows. This was terribly smelly, and the Japanese were the ones to
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Mrs. a. heard that they were going out to visit these camps, she pictured 
some beautiful green pasture, Vickth the kind she had seen pictures of in 
Europe probably). Instead, she found them to be filthy, stinking camps, 
unbelievably wretched.

\ The men slept in narrow double bunks on a blanket that had been thrown over 
j a pile of hay. No mattresses. All of them wore filthy clothing, and when 
| meals were ready someone beat on an old chipped metal pan. They came 
to eat in their filthy clothing, squeezed together on benches. There were 
I no floors. The woman of the camp cooked, cleaned up and heated the bath 
water. They all chipped in to pay for TTheirTood.

\ - For bkfst they had dango-jiru, the dango were made of flour and dropped 
Linto misoshiru. There was rice, omiso and shoyu available then,

^ meat, cooked with lots of vegetables all mixed

city; the men in camps usually used lamps, so 
Ithe camps were quite dark and dismal.
- The barns nearby houses 30-^0 horses. They smelled too. There were 
flies buzzing around, Mrs. M. says the conditions were simply unbelievable 
today.

- In Fukui, her hometanni province, there was only one piano. It was covered 
with brocade and was uncovered only when the teacher played it. She was 
longing to play even one note on it, but never could touch it. She did 
learn how to play the organ, however.
- In L.A., when she had gone to work as a school girl, she was longing again 
to play the beautiful grand piano in the living room. She was thrilled when 
her employer asked if she could play "kimigayo" and she played the J. nat*l 
anthem for her. The woman was pleased, and was good to her. She stayed 
three months. The woman was one of the first to get the flu? Mrs. S, took 
good care of her, massaging her back, etc,., but soon a letter came from home 
saying that many were becoming ill in Guadalupe, and she was needed at home,
- The Spanish In f lu e n z a  epidemic started aibout Oct, of 1918 and lasted through 
February_l$19. Nov. 12, 1918 was Armistice Day and there was great rejoicing, 
but”almost immediately, the fluji epidemic became very bad. Tt struck the 
young and the pregaant women most severely and mnay of them died,
- mr, ifamamoto, whose son had just been called from Japan, lost the son in 
the epidemic. There was one young girl, Yoshie-san, (Sudo family?), who 
was only 19 or 20, She was one of the few young single girls in G,, as in 
those days there were usually only children or wives of the bosses and some
£a*k§i!She$k&e83Ufikfekik§ef&Maa<ig#iScLchaSer parents put her best dress on her, 
put on her best dress and her gold chain and watch and buried her. But no 
one could go to the funeral, as all gatherings were banned. Only the under­
taker, family and minister could attend a gravesite burial service. The J, 
were buried in one comer of the town cemetary. After the fnneral, many young

After dinner, the men took a bath and then slept in their narrow bunks.
Tsukemono (daikon).
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men, who had secretly hoped they could propose to her, appeared at the 
grave with flowers for the young girl, surprised to encounter so many of 
their friends - all who had cherished the same hopes. "So you had hoped 
too " they said sadly to each other. She was also from Fukuhhima-ken, 
just"iike young Okei. Even today, J. gather at cemetary on Memorial Day.
- In the meantime, the epidemic grew worse and worse. In those days, the 
camps were in miserable conditions. There was no electricity in most, and 
altho the big camps had telephones, the small ones didn't. There were only 
about 10 cars in G. belonging to the big bosees. Others, had to use wagons 
and horses. The roads were muddy and slippery and miserable when it rained.
Those who lived in town couldn't keep horses, so borrowed horse and a small 
buggy from the Constable. Rev. M. toured all the camps, carrying enemas, 
castor oil and aspirin. Everyone was sick. No one could ®at* Some had 
temperatures of lO^ for one week. Rev. M. would go and make Okai for thos 
>whoPhadn't eaten and feed them. Because of the war, there weren t enuff 
i nrs or nurses. The hospitals Were full, and so all churches, schools, etc. 
became temporary hospitals. Everyone wore masks There were many funerals 
>every day, and Rev. M. would fee gone all day helping where he could. Mrs. M 
was pregnant, young, lonely.•••
« With parents ill, many families had no one to care for the children,

/ and Mxx Rev, M. would bring home babies for Mrs. S. to care for. At one tim 
/ She had ^ or 5 young children. One was a 2-week old infant, its back red 
* with rash from having been mm neglected since birth because the mother was 
in the hospital. She had only 1 bed in her house. She had to tie two chairs 
together and put a pillow on it as a crib for the baby. ( s®®.
Without enough room, or beds, she sometimes went to her big bed* ^
sagging mattress, and cradled babies in her arms, joigmnkx against her own 
big belly - 8 mos pregnant. Those were miserable and sad days.

; - The Tanaka Camp was one of the biggest in C, and therefore had the most 
invalids. Mrs. T. then pregnant with her 6th child,. In those days parents 
often sent their children to Japan to be cared for by grandparents, aunts, 
etc as they couldn't take care of them here. Many got sick & died in J. 
The'eidest Tanaka child was in J ., but they didn't want to send their girl 
there. Later, she was the first child in their Children s Home.
- Mrs T, was ill, her legs so thin... when Mrs. M, went to rub them for her 
she'would say, "Ah, klmochi ga 11... sumi mahen noh.... Okusan, musume 
tanoml masu de yo..." She gave birth to her child and then died. Other 
people had to care for the infant. Mr. T. went with the body to L.A. for 
cremation, got the best aasket available. He wanted to have a good funeral 
for her While he was in L.A., his cousin died, so he just stayed in L.A. 
to have"his funeral there too. Then, the infant aied next. When he came 
back from L A., his 20 year old brother, who had sneaked in to the US from 
Mexico died'. He had travelled through deserts, swam across river, and finall 
reached Guadalupe, only to die of the flu. Mr. T. lost hlswife. infant, 
cousin and brother, plus two workers in the flu epidemic. But they couldn t 
have a nice funeral in G, for any of them,
- There was a belief that if one drank whiskey, one wouldn't catch the flu.
So many of the men got drunk, and^couldn't even be located when their wives 
died. These were sad, miserable days,., with rain, cold, muddy roads, lack
of drs,,. death,,,,
- By Janl, 1919, the epidemic seemed to have eased somewhat, Kxmx So they 
got together,, drank wine, had some happy gatherings... and the epidemic flared
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up again. Toward the end of Jan, and beg. of Feb, it seemed to be easing 
up at last. By that time, 30 Japanese people had died. There was no 
Christian church in G, then, so Rev. M. had to perform all the funerals, 
care fofc the sick, etc... with only one assistant,
- End of Feb, Rev. M. himself finally came down with the flu. All those who 
had already had it were immune, so they all came crowding into their small 
home, anxious now to help the man who had helped so many of them. He was
in bed for 10 days. Then, Mrs. M, finally came down with it. By now, she 
was very big, and was so "kurushii", they made a big quilt for her to lie 
on, to ease her back. Everyone took such good care of her.
- March 3, they had a memorial service for all the women who had died, and 
those remaining decided to form a Fujinkai. They were all so sad and lonely 
they decided to band together f o t  comfort. About 40 women got together, 
had their memorial service, then playe.d games, had fukubiki, and rejoiced
in the survival of those who remained. They all breathed a sigh of relief 
as the epidemic seemed over at last. It had been very bad during Nov 
and D c., eased up a bit in Jan, and then one more bad month before it 
finally ended. 3/3/19* was a Hakkai shiki, Thejre were womany who had 
died... but now, they were well and together,., they wept with Joy,
- April 30, 1919, She gave birth to her first child. (George). At the 
Santa Maria Hospital. The head nurse was so good to her and named all her 
children. George (Moromichi), Jane, etc...
- Later, she also started a Sunday School, There was no organ, until the 
Christian church in Santa Barbara sold their old organ to them for #60.
She was so happy when she could play it in her temple, she wept. At first 
only 1-15 children came. She played the organ, told them stories. She 
cont'd teaching Sunday School for about 50 years. Later the school grew 
to 500 children, transported in 2 buses.
- In the Shin Beet., Wasaan, Poems of Shinran ... about in the mid-MeiJi 
period, they began to put these to organ music. There were Sunday school 
songs in Budd. churches by then. And there were SS in L.A, Fresno, then 
Guadalupe.
- Two types of Buddhism in the U.S. in early days,

(1) Buddhism in Calif, as brought over from Japan by the early immigrants,
(2) Buddhism, as studied by the scholars, in 1915, Chgo WoMrd’s Fair, 
5 - 6  great Budd. representatives came from Japan, representing Zen-shu,

Shin-shu, Jodo-shu. They met the president. Bishop Uchida was then the 
2nd Bishop in U.S,/ First was Sonoda.
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- In those early Guadalupe camp days, life was filled with work and 
making a living. Life was crude and harsh in camp. Those with children 
were worried about their education. Since many lived too far to send 
the children to twwn school or were too busy working to care for them, 
they sent the children back to Japan to be educated. Often the part-* 
ings were so sad, (naki-wakare). One child screamed, "Mama, mama*,’ and 
jumped from the ship into the ocean. After that, Rev, M. knew that 
he must do something about keeping the children here and educating them.
- Mrs, M, also couldn't forget Mrs. Tanaka*s dying words, "Musume wo 
tanomi masu deyo..,," Take care of my child..,. The T*s eldest 
child was 10, When 7 or 8, had sent home to Japan, but with weather, 
food, etc,, so diff. in Japan, many of the children would get sick, 
and some even died. The M*s felt thejre must be something they could 
do to keep the children in the US and educate them here.
- They decided to open a Children*s Home. Began to collect money 
from everyone. Every time“ftev. M." had to help someone get a "shomei" 
(certificate) in odder to call a bride, or whatever, he asked for a 
contribution. So he had some money.
- At first the home was just an old building which they brought to the 
lot behind the temple. Everyone helped paint it. The first two chil­
dren to come tie r e the Tanaka children 7 and 9. They spoke only Engl 
ish, so Mrs, M, felt she had to learn how to speak Engl. too. She 
didn’t even know then how to make a sandwich. She wondered why people 
ate toast for bkst. She had much to learn.
- The two T, children came to her shortly after the flu epidemic.
She pondered how to run the home. She knew she wanted to be like a 
mother to hhe children, but should they call her Mama? Finally, she 
just decided to let the children call her whatever ito came naturally 
to them. They began calling her, "Otera no Obasan." (Church Lady or 
Lady of the Temple). Well, that would do..., thej? followed her around j ^  
like little puppies. ^  ̂ l  .

d the teacher praised them 
nted her to take in their 
on, she had 12 or 13 children.

The Eto Family in San Luis Obispo had sent their two older girls to 
Japan to educate them, but when they heard of Mrs, M's children's 
home, they called them back by First Class and had her take them.
- At first it was all girls. Then boys befean to come. They needed a 
separate room. The parents brot their children saying, "Onegai shlm- 
asu,.. onegai shimasu..." Soon, their home was crowded with children. 
An Inspector came from the city, and said they couldn't keep the 
children under such conditions. Some of the children were sleeping 
in beds tied together so little ones wouldnt fall out. Chairs too 
high, not enough windows, unsanitary, etc, etc... The bldg, was 
condemned. They hurriedly sent the children to nearby homes, and then 
decided to put up a new building with volunteer help. She was then 
pregnant with her 2nd child. (Must have been about 1920),
- The men put up a two-story building, all volunteer. One was a regular carpenter.

She had to feed them lunch. At that time, prohibition was 
in effect and there was no wine or liquor. The men said without wine

ga deni®."... no pepji... So she made "dobu-sake" - illegal wine. 
They had to xx steam rice, put in koji (yeast?)(malt). In a huge 5 gal
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tub. It had to ferment at least 2 months, but every time she mixed it 
and tasted it, the men would ask, "Mada ka? Mada ka?" Not yet? Isn’t 
it ready ±fc yet? And finally, she could say, "Mo ii desu." They 
finally finished the building, and got a license from the state, Thpy 
could house up to 30 children in it, and they called it, "Guadalupe 
Children * s Home,"
- They had a very strict and rigid[regiment \
1. One of the odder children would rouse all the children, saying "Oki 
masho.M (There were 2 h,s. ehildren) They washed their faces, made 
their beds, and cleaned up their rooms. The Oneisan’s helped make bkfst.
2. Before Bkfst, they all gathered at the altar for Omaeri. She taught 
them some of the simpler Stoxxpramx poems of St, Shinran.
3, Meditation before bkfst. While they sat quietly with th§ir hands 
clasped together, she played a record on an old victrola that had to 
be wound by hand. Most of the J. records then were Ondos, and gay 
tunes, so she asked muscians for good records and always tried to play 
some good music. Later the children wwxw pifcked the records they wanted 
and taok care of the victrola. The boys always wanted to play a short 
fast peppy record, like "Sendo Uta" (fisherman’s song), then get on 
with eating. But the girls would pick nicer records. They lined up 
to go to the tables. One older girl (Nei-san) sat at each table, and 
they also helped with the dishes.

Got ready to go to school. All took lunch pails. The lunches were 
made the night before. Baloney, jam and butter, fruit potato chips , 
sometimes candy. They would peek into the pails to see what they were 
going to have the next day. When teady to go to school, they would 
all say, "Sensei, itte maeri masu.., Obasan, itte maeri masu.... ”
5, After school, they had "oyatsu” . Sometimes it was just candy from 
the "Candy-ya” The kids would always say at home, "Otera no candy wa 
oishii," Then rest.
6. Then Nihon Gakko. At first the children of the home were the nucleus 
of the school. Then other children wanted to come as well. The st^te 
was very strict then about J. books, and forbid use of those printed in 
Japan, So the texts were written in the U.S, and altho tk written in 
Japanese, the contents were often about U.S, So all the teachers had
to take tests in American history, constitution, citizenship, etc. At 
first they could take these tests in J., but later had to take in English. 
Mrs. M. had to study to take the tests, took Mary in her arms and went 
to L,A. to take the oral tests. Very few women then. She was scared, 
but she passed. S Ui -4 A****<th dP ¿¿j .
7. The older girls helped prepare meals^ usually rice and okazu, Before
dinner, they once more had meditation period. ciAUM dtsMa M j 'V u d / m m u A jfn  

7~Wi A P* Q JiU /1#
8. When ready for bed, feach one would come in to say goodnight, even 
when there were guests or anyone else present, "Sensei, oyasuminasai,"
In bed, they would all sit on their beds, face in the direction of 
their home, clasp their hands and say the following St, Shimran poem.



"Chose no higan kiki shi yori 
Ware ra wa shoji no bonbu kawa 
Uro no eshin na kawara nedo 
Kokoro wa Jyodo ni asobu nari.”
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(beyond this world - Higan, Buddha) 
(Bonbu = mayoi no ningen)
(eshin = soiled body)

Roughly translates to: When we hear the teachings of Buddha, the more 
we learn the more we realize# that we know nothing,., that humans are 
not great at all; our {¡©Silt« are still soiled,., we wander and seek... 
but because we listen to Buddha’s teachings, our spirit is in the 
Pure Land,
- After reciting this poem, the children say*» "Otosan oyasuminasai,
Okasan oyasumi nasai. Others simply say# "Mama, goodnite.,. Papa goodnite" 
All in white nightgowns. A touching sight.
9, Lights out. Then Rev. and Mrs. M. ariti checked each child. Some 
are still ljring awake, their eyes wide open. Some get up and creep 
into their room in the middle of the night. Some call out in their 
sleep. It was a big responsibility, but the children were so sweet and 
"kawaii”.
Once, one became ill with Scarlet Fever, Home quarantined for 1 month. 
Almost died. Children loved staying home and eating "gotso",
- It was such a busy life for Mrs. M. On Saturdays she did all the 
washing of the children’s clothes. She got a washing machine, but had 
to do all the ironing. Mos t of the kids wore "apron-pants” or overalls.
On top of keeping up the home, shopping for food for the children, 
teaching J. lang school, she also taught Sunday School on Sundays and 
played the organ until some of the older girls began to learn how to 
play. She also had the Women's Group - Fujinkai; Funerals, etc...
Also much company,,, as people came to omaeri. She finally became 
sick after ten years.
- The Issei parents were willing to part with their children because 
they were so concerned that they would be educated properly. Camp 
like was too crude and the level of life too low. Also schools were 
too far t- ¿K)-50 mioes. So the Children's Home served a real need.
The parents at first paid only $10 per month. Later more.
After 10 years, there were almost 40 children. The older children 
helped with housework ; they each tried to care for selves. Some 
of them helped care for her two babies (Geo and Jane); sometimes 
they would drop them and say, "Mata otoshita!"
- At first they had two bathrooms. Later they built a huge Nihon-buro 
which was heated by gas. She started the water from about 3*00. The 
boys would sometimes swim in it,
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- In Children's Home - the children slept according to age. In the biggest 
room there wee 12 or 13 children. Boys and feirls separated. The older 
children were 1 or 2 to a room, because they had to study. There were some 
jealousies and teenage problems,
- Once when Rev, and Mrs. Matsuura went out for the evening and came home, 
they made the rounds of the children's beds as usual, and were startled 
to find that all the boys heads were shaved. Not #ust one - all of them.
They didn't know what had happened. The next day they learned that one 
of the boys got gum stuck in his hair and the more tt he tried to get it 
out the more it stuck on everything. The older girls had shaved his head, 
and he had become so embarrassed, that the other boys agreed to have their 
heads clipped too, so he wouldn't be the only one,
- They all helped each other. Were like a family. Older girls were Oneisan,
- Nihon Gakko t From about 1923, all J. teachers had to take state tests.
All the J. teachers of Calif, took classes in SF for 1 week. Buddhist and 
Chiristan alike. Most had small children with them, and bishops family etc 
took care of them,; They had to take tests in J, and some failed.
Then they had to make new texts (kyokasho), with American history, etc,, so 
they felt they couldnt £ teach it well. The texts from Japan were banned.
- Some schools were quite militaristic and strict - man would carry switch, 
would call out "Kyotsuke" "Rei" - all bow, etc... Others said such tactics 
not necessary, the children should just be taught to read Japanese and under­
stand J. culture. Some had EmP»roros photos, others didn't. It all depende 
on the teacher.
- Most of these schools were run by Nihonjinkai, Buudhist churches or Christ­
ian churches. Many J. wanted to be head of the Nihonjinkai. Since they 
couldn't participate in Am. society, they wanted to be big within J. communi­
ty.
- When Anti-J, discrim became bad, they could no longer even bring over 
picture brides, (about 1930??) J. couldn't rent fields or buy? no contracts; 
Many of the J, Hawaiian Nisei were over 21 and came over, and Issei bot and 
rented land with their name. Some made money off of other 4. this way.
- The Issei were just waiting anxiously for their children to grow up so 
they could use their neames to help them buy land, etc. When children 
finally growing up, WW II came along. Iseei had one hardship after another.
- About 1913, Rev. Matsuura and five other men bought 125 qcres near Lincoln, 
as they were told they could buy land if they formed a Corporation. Rev, M 
had never worked as a farmer. But they tried raising hay, bought turkeys to 
feed on what was left. They dug a well, and when he'd gone 20' he finally 
got about a cupful of water. He was so glad, he took it to Hotoke san. He 
bought a horse for $9 and called him "Kuen", And kuen yo ni natta! The 
only kind of land anyone would sell J. were marginal, with no water. No 
wonder they failed. They worked hard, but the state confiscated their land 
as the Corporation they formed was considered illegal.
- When Mr, Tanaka called his son from Japan at 1^ or 15, he was a stranger

He had to go to first grade, No mother. Many problems
as father and son simply couldn't have heart to heart contact. This happened
• H h 8 °

_ never really get close to his father, s younger sisters were far ahead of him.

to many children who were sent to Japan wnd were away from parnets during 
crucial growing years.
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More on Children's Home»
- At times of illness, children miss their parents most. For ex; measles, 
(when face breaks out, often look like parents. "Uipekichi ni sokkuri".
They had mumps, whooping couhg, scarlet fever,
- Scarlet Fever worst. The second Tanaka child, Akiko (about 12) came 
down with Scarlet fever. Whole house and temple quarantined, with big 
red sign. Meant no temple services as the emple and home were connected.
She ran a fever of 104 for 3 weeks,
- Dr, came daily. Told them to get special nurse, but no J. nurses then, 
and still much discrim, so couldn't get a nurse to come. Older sister, 
Toshlko, and Mrs, M. decided to nurse her, Mrs, M, didn't sleep at all for 
about a week. She was determined to see the child through,
- Mr, T, would come as far as the fence and say, "Okusan, tanomi masu deyo.
Haha no # nai ko desu kara,,. tanomi masu..," He would add£, however, that
even if she died, he would be grateful, tat because she would be dying in
the temple. When Mrs, M. heard him, she was more than ever determined that
she wouldn’t let the child die. The sister Toshi ttted hard too. She was
about 13-14
- No one could enter the house except the dr, and the druggist. No one 
could leave, so the children had to be kept home from school. There were 
about 30-40 people? she had to order food by telephone. All the children 
were given "yobo-chusha” vaccinations so they wouldn't catch, but this 
injection made some of them ill for 2-3 days. The principal of the public 
school brought school work for all the children and left it on the porch 
each day. The older children helped the younger ones study. It was hard 
to keep the children entertained when they couldn't go out. She made special 
gochido occasionally, to keep children happy and well,
- It was near Xmas time. But no one could go out to shop, and parents could 
only come §is far as the fence. Xmas eve, the Dr. dressed up at Santa 
Claus and the druggist was his assittant, and they brought presents and a 
decorated Xmas tree to the home. Some of the children later said that 
was the happiest time - no school, gochiso, and presents,
- Finally at the ned of 3 weeks, the dr. tried injecting antibodies (?)? so 
body would fight the disease. Either it worked, or Akiko would die. Mrs.
M. and Toshi worried all night. A. was in a small room downstairs away 
from the other children, near the hotoke-sama alta room. As injectionworked, 
she began to shiver and shudder. Then fever began to break. The Dr. staye 
all day to keep watch, as the ever shouldn't drop too fast. Finally the 
following day, her fever went down and she was saved,
- One other boy, an only son, got a light case. He had to be isolated too 
in a spparate room, Mrs. M. was so busy, feeding all the children and car­
ing for Akiko too, she finally hired a cook. He was an old man, very kind 
but so careful, he would wash spinach one leaf at a time. The older girls 
would tell him, "Hurry up... You're too slow" and he would shout at them 
"Yakamashiii,,. keep quiet."
- At last one day, Akiko well enough to smile. Mrs. M. and Toshi wept 
with joy, "Yokatta neh,.," Father said, "Akiko mo yoganska noh? Gomel

waku okake mashita noh,,.," At last, for New Year's the red quarantine paper 
came off the door and everyone shouted for joy. It was a real celebration
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- At one time there were many big nihon Gakko, Kimon Gakuen being one of 
them in S. P. The Guadalupe school eventually grew to 300, with a bus 
to pick up and deliver children.
Some game to school Saturdays 9 — 12. 
until 5*00p.m. There were 3 teahhers. 
classes.

Others came weekdays after school 
She taught twice a wefek, about 5

Sometimes they would have Gakugei (Programs) in Japanese or Hanashikai, 
ladtobe careful that «any children haveTfnnniehiwa as oarents would become angry if their child didn t periorm.
It was a «¿«<n community - insular and isolated, so many were narrow minded.
The children didn't see many old people as grandparents were inJapan and 
Calif being a young state didn't have many old paucaisans either. In 
story of "Shitakirl Suzume", - children would ask Ojiisan te donna* shito. 
Couldn't point to anyone and show.



M r s . S .  M a t s u u r a 9 - 2 6 - ? 2

S h e  w as  b u s y  w i t h  t h e  C h i l d r e n ' s  H0me i n  G u a d a lu p e  f o r  1 0  y e a r s .  T h e n  
g a a d u a l l y  p a r e n t s  w e re  a b le  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  th e m , J a p a n e s e  s c h o o ls  w e re  
o p e n e d , a n d  n e e d  f o r  s c h o o l  w a s  n o t  so  g r e a t .

B ecam e i l l ,  a n d  D r ,  t o l d  h e r  t h a t  g o in g  b a c k  hmme w a s th e  o n ly  m e d ic in e .
T h e y  l e f t  G u a d a lu p e , a n d  w h o le  f a m i l y  (now  k  c h i l d r e n )  w e n t  b a c k  t o  J a p a n , ,  
W hen s h e  g o t  t o  h e r  m o t h e r 's  a l l  s h e  d id  w as  s l e e p .  M o th e r  a s k e d  h e r  i f  
s h e  h a d n ' t  s l e p t  a t  a l l  w h i l e  i n  A m e r ic a !  I n  US h e r  c h i l d r e n  h a d  a lw a y s  
b e e n  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  o t h e r s  a n d  s h e  w as a lw a y s  w o r r i e d .  A t  home s h e  r e l a x e d  
c o m p le t e ly  a n d  s l e p t  a b o u t  4 - 5  d a y s .  S h e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  6 m o n th s .

-  T h e n  w e n t  t o  h u s b a n d 's  p la c e  i n  H ir o s h im a , n e a r  h i l l s ,  f a m i l y  h a d  f a r m , 
f u k i ,  s a n s h o , e t c . , .  C h i l d r e n  w e n t  t o  s c h o o l ,  J a n e ,  G e o , ,  M a ry , d id  w e l l  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u ld  s p e a k  J a p a n e s e ,  T h e n  w e n t  t o  U zum asu  n e a r  K y o t o ,  f o r  
8 - 9  m o n th s . T h e y  w e re  i n  J a p a n  f o r  a b o u t  2 y r s  8 m o s . T h e y  h a d  j u s t  
a b o u t  d e c id e d  t o  s t a y  i n  J a p a n ,  a n d  w e re  t h i n k i n g  o f  o p e n in g  a  s c h o o l  i n  J  
f o r  t h o s e  who r e t u r n e d  f ro m  t h e  S t a t e s  w h en  t h e y  g o t  a  c a l l  f ro m  F r e s n o
t o  t a k e  o v e r  t e m p le  a n d  t e a c h  J ,  s c h o o l ,

-  1 9 3 1  -  w o r s t  o f  d e p r e s s io n ,  F r e s n o  w a n te d  th e m  t o  come im m e d ia t e ly .
T h e y  p o n d e re d  a s  t o  w h a t  w o u ld  b e  b e s t  f o r  t h e  c h i l i ’e n , H e r  f a t h e r  s a i d  
h e  w a n te d  th e m  t o  s t a y ,  b u t  he  f e l t  t h a t  R e v .  M. b y  n a t u r e  w a s  b e t t e r  
s u i t e d  t o  U , S , He w as  h o n e s t ,  o u t - s p o k e n , " a s s a r i ” a n d  d i d n ' t  do " o jy o z u "  
a s  m any J .  p r i e s t s  h a d  t o .  I n  J .  t h e r e  w e re  m any p r i e s t s ,  b u t  n o t  m any 
i n  U S , so  he  a d v i s e d  th e m  t o  r e t u r n  t o  U .S ,

-  I n  J . *  d a u g h te r  K iy o  w a s  b o r n , Now t h e y  w e re  7#« M o th e r  w a n te d  h e r  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  g r a n d c h i ld r e n ,  b u t  M r s , M. rem e m b ere d  how a l i e n a t e d  t h e  p a r e n t s  
a n d  c h i l d r e n  h a d  becom e w h en  t h e y  w e re  s e n t  home f ro m  G u a d a lu p e  a n d  d e c id e  
t o  k e e p  th e m  a l l  w i t h  h e r  no m a t t e r  how p o o r .  S h e  b r o t  b ig  t a n s u ,  w h ic h  
s h e  s t i l l  h a s .

-  T h e  l a s t  s h e  saw  o f  h e r  f a t h e r ,  he w as  le a n in g  o v e r  t h e  " h i b a c h i " ,  He 
c o u l d n ' t  b e a r  t o  lo o k  u p .  A l l  he  s a i d  w as  " g e n k i  d e " /  M o th e r  cam e t o  Kobe 
w i t h  th e m . T h e  l a s t  s i g h t  o f  h e r  w a s  a s  s h e  s to o d  o n  t h e  d o c k  w a v in g  a n d
w a v in g .

I n  S F  t h e y  s t a y e d  a t  t h e  A k i  H o t e l  ( H i r o s h im a  p e o p le ) , E v e r y o n e  t h e r e  
s a i d  " g o n in  mo ko  t s u r e t e  d o ko  e i k i  h a r u  n o y a ? ” W hen t h e y  s a i d  F r e s n o ,  
t h e y * a l l  t o l d  h e r  n o t  t o  g o . T h e  d e p r e s s io n  i s  t e r r i b l e ;  t h e y  c a n ' t  s e l l  
g r a p e s ;  e v e r y o n e  i s  p o o r ,  " y a m e n a h a i , , • .  a b u a & i d e s u d e , , ,  ku w a re m a h e n  d e , ,

-  B u t  t h e y  w e re  d e t e r m in e d , T h e y  t o o k  t h e  t r a i n  t o  F r e s n o ,  a r r i v e d  a b o u t  
l l i O O  p ,m , O ku d a  s a n  cam e w i t h  a  p ic k u p  t r u c k  t o  m eet th e m , A l l  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  c r e p t  o u t  o f  t r a i n ,  He w a s  s u r p r i s e d ,  " K i i t e  w a im a s h i t a  g a  
t a k u s a n  o r a r e  m asu  n o h i"

-  T h e y  s t a y e d  i n  a  J .  h f c t e l  f o r  1  w e e k , t h e n  r e n t e d  a  h o u se  w h ic h  w as 
ow ned b y  a  C h in e s e  f o r  # 3 0  a  m o n th . T h e  h o u se  w as  s e p a r a t e  f ro m  t h e  t e m p le .  
T h e  C h in a m a n  ow ned a  r e s t a u r a n t .  He h ad  a  p l a y e r  p ia n o  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  o n  
w h ic h  J a n e  le a n r e d  t o  p l a y ,  G e o , l e a r n e d  t h e  v i o l i n ,  T h e y  a l l  p la y e d  t o g ,  
a n d  h a d  f u n ,

-  T h e r e  w e re  l o t s  o f  g r a p e s  g r o w in g , b u t  no one  c o u ld  s e l l ,  B a n k s  f a i l e d ;  
l o t s  o f  j o b l e s s  i n  L . A .  N o t m uch o f  a  s a l a r y ,  b u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  p e o p le  
b r o u g h t  th e m  c h i c k e n ,  e g g s , k i n d l i n g  f ro m  t h e  g r a p e v in e s  f o r  f i r e  w o o d , 
v e g ,  e t c , .

-  M o n - F r id a y ,  s h e  w e n t  t o  t e a c h  n ih o n g a k k o  i n  F r e s n o  f ro m  2 - 5  a t  t h e  
t e m p le .  T h e n  s h e  r u s h e d  home t o  c o o k  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y .
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-  S a t  a n d  S u n ; s h e  a n d  R e v ,  M, w e n t  t o  t e a c h  An a  s m a l l  to w n  10  m i l e s  aw y  
c a l l e d  B o w le s ,  A b o u t 80 p e o p le .  C h i l d r e n  w e re  s t i l l  s m a l l ,  y o u n g e s t  wne 
s t i l l  n u r s i n g ;  s h e  h a d  t o  l e a v e  th em  w i t h  p e o p le  a n d  w o r r ie d  a b o u t  th e m . 
F i n a l l y  t o o k  th e m  a l l  w i t h  h e r ,  7 o f  th e m  w e n t .  S h e  made a  hug e  o b e n to  
a n d  t h e y  m ade f i r e  w i t h  g r a p e v in e  c u t t i n g s  a n d  a t e  o u t s i d e .  T h e n  Geo 
a n d  J a n e  h a d  t o  w a t c h  t h e  y o u n g  o n e s  u n t i l  ^ o r  5 s0 0 ,  T h e y  d id  t h i s  iffo r 
a b o u t  2 m o n th s , a n d  t h e n  c h i l d r e n  t i r e d  o f  w a i t i n g ,  a n d  so  s h e  l e f t  th em  
a g a in  a t  hom e, T h e y  d id  t h i s  f o r  k  y e a r s ,  S h e  t a u g h t  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  a f t e r  
J ,  s c h o o l  o n  S u n d a y s ,  ( ? )  B o w le s  p e o p le  g re w  m o s t l y  g r a p e s ,  some 
a p r i c o t  a n d  p e a c h ,

-  R e v ,  M, h a d  t o  d r i v e  o u t  t o  s u r r o u n d in g  s m a l l  to w n s  f o r  e v e n in g  m e e t in g s  
a n d  o f t e n  d i d n ' t  g e t  home t i l l  l a t e .  S h e  c o u l d n ' t  s le p p  u n t i l  s h e  h e a r d  t h  
so u n d  o f  h i s  c a r  co m in g  i n t o  g a r a g e .  T h e  B u d d h is t s  w e re  v e r y  d e v o u t .  A f t e r  
s e r v i c e ,  t h e y  h a d  lo n g  t e a  s e s s o n s ^  I n  w i n t e r  w h en  fo g  t h i c k , s h e  w o r r i e d ,

-  When t h e y  g o t  home fro m  B o w le s ,  s h e  w o u ld  f i n d  k i d s  a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  
a l l  o v e r ,  s o m e t im e s  o n  r o o f ,  e t c , , ,  w h en  c o ld ,  t h e y  w o u ld  b e  h u d d le d  t o g ,  
a f r a i d  t o  b u rn  a  f i r e  w h i l e  p a r e n t s  w e re  a w a y . S h e  f e l t  b ad  a b o u t  t h a t ,

-  T h e y  u s e d  t o  do " o s h i b a i " , Geo w o u ld  i m i t a t e  H a y a s h i  C h o j i r o ,  m o v ie  a c t o r ,

-  T h e y  a l l  e n jo y e d  F r e s n o  w h e re  t h e y  s t a y e d  f o r  k  y e a r s .  Som eone b r o t  
h e r  a  s e w in g  m a c h in e  a n d  a  w a s h in g  m a c h in e .

-  T h e y  h a d  a  b u t s u - d a n  w h e re  t h e y  h a d  f a m i l y  s e r v i c e  b e f o r e  b k f s t  a n d  i n  
t h e  e v e n in g  b e f o r e  b e d t im e , ( s h o u ld  be b e f o r e  d i n n e r , ) .  T h e y  l i g h t  a  
c a n d le ,  l i g h t  a  s t i c k  o f  in c e n s e ,  b u rn  ko  (p o w d e re d  i n c e n s e ) ;  G iv e  m o rn in g  
r i c e  (o b b p p a n ) , h a tsu m o n o  ( f i r s t  o f  a n y  s e a s o n a l  f o o d ) ;  a n g  g o c h is o  r e c e i v e d  
l e a v e  a b o u t  1  d a y ,

-  A f t e r  k  y e a r s  i n  F r e s n o ,  t h e y  w e re  a s k e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  G a d a d lu p e , S o  a f t e r
a  6 y r s  a b s e n c e , t h e y  r e t u r n e d .  A t  t h a t  t im e  t h e  J ,  s c h o o ls  w e re  a t  t h e i r  
p e a k ,  b u t  i t  w as  h a r d  t o  d e v , r e l i g i o u s  s p i r i t .  S o  d e c id e d  t o  h a v e  m o rn in g  
s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  te m p le  o n  W ed, a n d  S a t ,  f o r  c h i l d r e n  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e n t  t o  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  S h e  w a n te d  i t  t o  be m o re  t h a n  j u s t  "o g a m u " , T h e y  h a d  a
c h u r c h  b e l l ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d  who cam e w as  a l lo w e d  t o  r i n g  i t .  T h e y  
b e g a n c o m in g  so  e a r l y ,  s h e  h a d  t o  do s o m e th in g  a b o u t  i t ,  On W e d n e sd ays  t h e  
g i r l s  ca m e . On S a t u r d a y s  t h e  b o y s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  c le a n e d  t h e  te m p le  a n d  
t h e  s c h o o l ,  w o r k in g  a s  f a s t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  W h i le  t h e y  d id  t h a t  M rs , M, c o o k e d  
a  hug e  p o t  o f  r i c e ,  m i s o s h i r u  w i t h  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s  i n  i t ,  a n d  o t s u k e  m ono.

F o r  t h e  s e r v i c e ;  T h e y  r e a d  a  s h o r t  s u t r a  t o g e t h e r ;  M rs , M, p la y e d  t h e  p ia n o  
f o r  m o rn in g  h y m n s ; R e v ,  m, fe& ld a  s h o r t  s t o r y  f ro m  t h e  s u t r a ;  t h e n  t h e y  a t e  
b r e a k f a s t  t o g e t h e r ,  A b o u t  2 0 - 2 5 , so m e t im e s  1 5 - 1 6 ,  c h i l d r e n  ca m e . T h e y  a l l  
s a i d  t h e  O t e r a  no m i s o s h i r u  w a s  s p e c i a l l y  g o o d , a n d  r s e m b e re d  i t  e v e n  a s  
a d u l t s .  I t  w a s  good  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w o rk e d  h a r d  a n d  w e re  h u n g r y . When t h a t  
w a s  f i n i s h e d ,  t h e y  w e n t  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ,  Bgrys who w e n t  t o  w a r  l a t e r  t o l d  
h e r  t h e y  rem em ber& d t h e  m i s o s h i r u  a n d  e v o k e d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  "nam u a m id a  b u t s u "  
e s p ,  w h en  l o n e l y .

y ia  l(M f>  d r r v )  

(Jujtjjs*. ( jifV ^ d ^ O
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SHIN SECT -  Hdqts in Kyotoi Higashi Honganji - Oregon St
Nishi -  C h a n n in g  Way

Began in U. S. about 75 yrs ago.
In most home altars, they simply have the words "Namu Amida Butsu" because 
of the "guzo suhai" in U.S, - i.e. antipathy to statue or image worship.
So no statue of buddha in the altars,

Oshaka-sama = Buddha, incarnated on this earth as a prince,

Oshaka-sama saw life, death,old age, misery of the worl. He saw that all 
sought peace and happiness. How do we find true happiness? So prince 
began to study Buddhism, he went to the Himalayas and studied and 
medifeated for 6 years; suffering physical deprivation. But still desire, 
greed, tec. were not gone,
— So he sat beneath the Bodi tree (tree of enlightenment), meditating until 
he was freed from his desires, He knew that fear, hate, etc,, all came 
from within. He meditated for 35 days. On Dec. 8th, morning, enlighten­
ment came. He went into a greater world. That day is called JODO-E or 
day of enlightenment. It is celebrated today in all temples. He saw
the morning star bright and clear and shining. He knew enlightenment.
In his 7th year of meditation he knew. At 35 yns of age, he begame 
enlightened. He was full of joy; he heard beautiful music. He wanted to 
share his joy with all who suffered.
- Because prince was an only child, his father sent 5 men to watch over 
him. In Rokuya-on park (?) Young girl gawe him some milk. They thot 
she had soiled him. But he went to the people and gave his first sermon. 
The 5 men lowered their heads and listned. They were impressed, and 
stayed with him for all his life.

Amida - is the original Buddha, the universal source of all enlightenment, 

We put our faith in Amida. (akin to Christian God?_

Oshaka = Earthly incarnation of Amida (like Jesus?)

Two ways to reach enlightenment, Tariki - being saved.

Oshaka was first - then 7 priests were next ; 2 in Indian, 3 in China,
In mother church (Gohon—zan) altar, there are statues and kakemono for 
Amida, head of sect, Shinran Shonin, Prince Shotoku (who brot Buddhism to 
Japan); and 7 priests.

D i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  B u d d h is m : r e l i g i o n  a n d  p h i l o s o p h ic  s y s te m  o f  c e n t r a l

Jiriki - thru own study.



Mrs, Matsuura 2-8-73
She speaks of "korori no kannon sama" - wanting to die "korori to” 
She seems slightly depressed and anxious over her sister's departure 
(3/6)
- Most of the people from Hiroshima were of the Shin Sect,
The Guadalupe Temple was Shin Sect - founded by St, Shinran, born 800 

yrs ago, this year is 750 yrs since its founding. Big celebration 
in Japan, Mar- May,

- Tanaka family were from Hiroshima, He was life-long Shin -shu man. 
Very devout. Came to US when about 16 yrs old. Went to Sacto? thot 
he was going back to Japan in about 3 yrs. Could have bought land 
for about 10# acre then (?), but he said he did't want it becaus

h he couldn't pack it in his suitcase. He was a laborer first,
and then became boss. The sugar factory was nearbyi they contracted 
for sugar beets. Factory leased the land to a Whitemanj and he 
contracted Japanese boss,

- There was a big water tank, with a windmill, that brot up the water,
8 (faucet? prob, pump)
- Some boss' families had their own baths5 some used community tub
He had brought over in his yanagi-kori the "Shoshinge", okyo written 
by Shinran? every morning and evening, they had family devotions? 
Put rice there, should put fresh flowers? incense? candle? Father 
struck the gong, and they all memorized the Shtoshinge.
On the 16th of every month ( ^^¿^memorial date of Shinran) ? they 
had special omaeri. They called the Hev,? had oshojin ryori with 
dooked daikon, nappa oal? etc,,, all the camp people came? it was 
held in the evening.
Rev, read okyo (Sho shingyo), then Gobunsho. a collection of about 
80 letters written by St, Rengyo - friendly warm letters). If 
Rev, couldn't come, then father read this. Rev, usually wore 
a simple black robe, with wa-ge-sa, (circlet - brocade, worn around 
neck,)

- The Big camps had a sqpss separate woman (besides boss' wife who 
made the bath fire? cooked, etc., boss' wife also helped.

- In marginal land, grew potato, beams and onions? once he was 
fined, for dumping unsalable onions in wrong place? smelly.

F o r  s u g a r  beets 1 land plowed, seeds planted? tfe plants thinned? 
then""Weeding? ^Sept - topping, cut tops off? leaves taken to 
cow farm near factory, smelled terrible,

- Boss was more of a supervisor than laborer? He would oversee 
Mexicans, Filipinos, as well as Japanese. Some of the Mex and 
Fil. ate with the J., others had their own cooks, and ate sep.



2-13-73Mrs, Matsuuraî just ansd questions re bask camp,
- 1918 people churned, their own butter. Camps had their own cows, 

chicken, and pigs. They milked cows for milk; made their own butter; 
Had eggs from chicken,,,

- Their altar was a crude, homemade one which father had made.
- 16th was Shinran"s Gomeinichi (memorial day). The family and Rev, 

and wife ate shojin ryori first. Then had their service at the family 
altar. After that, invited all the camp men who came into their 
parlor. If there wasn’t woom, they sat on the floor on ozabuton.
At Service; they all put a pinch of incense to bum; read Shoshinge 
together, Shi nr an Shonin wanted to save those without anything; the 
poor and the lonely; the unwanted; His words had deep meaning for 
the men in camp who had so little.

- Their "dining room" had only benches and a rough table, Altho their 
house had a liv rm, kitchen (with woodpbuming stove); and a bathroom; 
(at the beginning, they probably had to share community bath)

- After the service mother served osushi, onamasu, or sometimes udon; 
about 30 of them crowded into the house, young children, adults, etc.,

- Wo Iking to and from school, the children* would have passed only 
sugar beet fellds, no trees then. Only the middle of the road was 
paved, side was muddy; dirt ;

- When Rev. and Mrs. M. went out to camps, they borrowed the constables 
wagon (with seat for two) and horse; used a lantern at night.
Only the rich people had buggies (with roof),

- In the camps they used oil lamps; kindling and logs for stove.
- Camps were identified by boss* name — for ex, Tanaka camp.
- Picture Brides* They were often disappointed when they came, The 
men would stand in front of the boss* nice big house to have their 
picture taken, so house would look nice. When they arrived, o£ten 
they had to live in a shack built beside the bam* One woman had 
to live in a temporary lean-to, heard tawnra thudding at night, and 
it turned out to be a horse kicking; Some men looked much worse 
than their pictures. Many disappointments.

- Boss*
- Altar*

family; they had small metal cots, not bunks.
Father usually lights the incense and candle.
Mother usually replaces fresh flower and puts the rice.

- The closest port was S.F. 
most from that area stayed 
Hiroshima people.

They Had to take the train to SF and 
at the Aki Hotel, which was run by

- Those who sneaked in without proper immigration papers were either 
jailed or sent back to J^pan,



Mps. Matsuura 2-22-73
St, Shinran* Lived till 90 in Kyoto , At about the time depicted in ''Rashomon", 

He went among the common people and suffered with them.
We humans are so concerned with material things. We are grateful only 
when something nice happens. We should be grateful even when we have 
nothing. We must aways have "sunao na kimochi", be pure, and makaseru 
everything to Kami. Truth an is truth. It cannot be bent.

Apri3^8i Buddha*s Birthday. There was a town hall, owned by an Italian 
(Mr. Carfmpdaniko? Cantanicoo??) He was a big man in town. He owned 
a store, the Hall, and also the water supply. He had a huge water tower 
and piped water to townspeople. First time they did a play at the 
Town Hall for parents. In Japanese. "Ohana Matsuri", The chiodren sang 
and did a play about Buddha (oldest T. girl, dressed up in center as 
Buddha), It was held in the evening and parents came, were so happy their 
children did the play in Japanese. In the play, Buddha first learns about 
the suffering of old people. Children didn’t have any grandparents, their 
parents were young? they wanted to know what old people looked like.

OHIOAN (twjrfice a year - at equinox, day and nite equal)
Usually celebrated about a week before and after equinox. Special service 
was held on the closest Sunday, pretty flowers, ornanju or omochi for the 
hotoke-sama; made osushl and oseki-han. Also remembered the deceased, 
and ancestors, so usually went to the cemetary after the service at the 
temple. Children would recite answers* ’’Where is the Pure Land? (Ojodo)” a 
”To the west of the sunset” (would ogarnu in that direction) *lWhere is Buddha?

Priest wore black robe and̂ llifea (Hotoke)He is everywhere."
Priest wore black robe for funeral, Ohigan, etc. with Wage-sa. (brocade 
circlet. All ministers and priests wore frock coat and a derby hat 

when making calls - even to the camps. Then for service, put a robe on 
top of that. All budd. priests also were called Rev.

Rax Hosary? held even during home service,
3L0th Anniversary photo of templéis founding* Shows group standing azround
a table with flowers, and altar pieces. They had servicd at the temple
and then outside at the cemetary.
Laundry * done in big wash tubs, Prob, heated water on stove and then poured 

into tub. Might have done it at the sink, or qquatting on the floor,
There were 3 Japanese food shops in Guadalupe; they carried everything, includ­

ing dry goods. Mott of the J. bought supplies there. Some of the stores 
had boarding houses upstairs. Mrs, M. thot everything was sold by the 
gallon. She went to buy a ’’gallon of coffee” and was laffed at.

C l o t h i n g * B o y s  w o re  lo n g  s le e v e d  s h i r t s ,  a n d  o v e r a l l s  ( c a l l e d  a p r o - p a n t s ? )  
a l l  w o re  c a p s ;  some w o re  k n i c k e r s ;  G i r l s  h a d  s h o r t  h a i r ,  b a n g s , 
lo n g  w h i t e  s t o c k i n g s ;

In School* Most of the children were Japanese, few whites and few Mexicans, 
Ex, in one photo* 16 Japanese, 6 whites, 2-3 Mexicans.

Â* ̂ The Japanese came to Guadalupe about 1900. Before that the Italians and 
T/ Portuguese were there first, sId they owned most of the land and leased it 

^ T/to the Japanese. The J, couldn*t read the leases and just sighed where 
they were told; Some lost all their crops to the landowners, or instead 
of receiving 1/2 fehe share; they only got 20$,

B
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2-22-73
Rev, M. could read English flairly well, so he would have to read it for 
them, tell them where to sign? help them learn to write their names in 
English;

^¡Camp boss usually signed the lease. Some signed directly with the sugar 
i factory. Rev, negotiated for a betterprice for the sugar beet crop.
I He went to the land owners (Port, and Italians) and made them negotiate with 
I* the sugar factory for a better price. Pore ex. $15 - $20 per ton.
J About Sept-Oct^ The sugar beets were topped and sold. Ten horses pulled a 
[ huge wagon slowly thru the fields; the J,stood in the wind, with sand blowing 
\ all over, and threw the beets onto the wagon. The horses wore bells around 
\ their collars. The beets were then taken to the factory and dumped. The 
\tops and kasu, were dumped at the Ushikai farm (for cows), it was such a 
)dirty smelly place, she wept when she sas it.
About November, not so many men, because altho the family men stayed and did 
small jobs, like working in vegetable patches growing onions and potatoes 
and beans; or bunching the vegetables; tying them up,.., the single men, 
packed up their things; took their blanket ro&l; and left for other jobs 
in Fresno, etc,,. Some could afford thetriin, others had to hitch rides; 
some hopped freights.

Templei Was a small flood frame house with a bell tower on top; small wood 
gate. Sensei had to climb up to the bell tower to ring the bell, (hard to 
get to) and then hurry down for the service. There were many doors to the 
building, people would try knocking at all of them and have a hard time finding
them...... the kids all wanted to ring the bell, some haft the chance later;
townspeople like d to hear dht bell. Palm tree and 1 other tree in front; also 

bulletin board.
Two front rooms for office. Then a larger area for the temple and altar.
Two small bedrooms off the temple area; The washroom and toilet were 
separate. Had to go out to get to them. The kitchen also was separate.
No bath tub. Had to fill a wash tub with hot water and use the small wash 
room beside the toilet. No hot water.... All guests, no matter how great or 
humble, were taken to the kitchen for talk and tea. There was a two-burner 
gas stove (no oven); benches and a table. If not enuff seats, they brot 
in orange crates or apple boxes. Later, when the Children's Home was built,



Mrs, Mats mira
£ p a f c

From her book, as I gather It to bet
- Before her departure for the US, she spent the whole day^sanng goodbye 

to the people in her town, Mgo-aisatsu". It was almost dusk as she 
arrived home. Prom outside, she could hear the voice of her father 
praying (or chanting sutra?). Tears came to her eyes, as she watched 
him, hands clasped, knowing that he was sending her to a far off and 
unseen land, but putting his trust completely in Buddha.

- It seems that about 1915, 2 Buddhist sensei came on a trip to Hawaii 
and the U.S. They wo re kimonos till Hawaii, then hearing of the 
discrimination rampant in UB, hurriedly bought western clothing. In 
Guadalupe, they visited Mr. Matsuura. They went into thekitchenand 
saw a huge pot of rice. It was burned black and he was gingerly fishing

out whatever bits of white rice he could salvage to serve them. 
that, they insisted he return to Japan and find himself a wife. He 
agreed to marry Shinobu sight unseen. They were engaged at the time
of their first meeting!,

- Guadalupe - J. ire re living a miserablelifein abig camp like area. 
There were Mexicans living there too. It s hard to visualize today.

- Started a J. school (?)
- so busy morning to night, almost forgotaboutsayingprayers and children 

would remind her. She can't ever forget sight of 5 children, in their
ntgfck white nightgowns, their hands clasped, saying ©tosama, Okasama, 

oyasumi nasai; nami ami dabutsu,,, nami ami dabutsu •
nviont' on seeing an old ^“»tiered iyu^bako and also hearing from a 

• m e ^ h o  she is reminded of the terrible flue epidemic in
the winter of 1918, when everyone was relaxing over the •
Many J. died then.. Hard to describe the hardship suffered, ^helr 
temple and school were turned into hospitals. Many of the p t a m h o m e s  

in «uadalupe had no phones, so even those who were ill couldn t call 
a Dr or get medicine. Rev. M. borrowed a horse and buggy from the 
constable and toured the camp, with aspirin, enema equipment and 
laxatives which he distributed. He took the desperately ill to the 
hospital, gave okal and tea to those who could eat. Both of them were 
so busy, scarcely ate themselves. Funerals were held, daily.
(Only bochl maiso - gravedide funerals(?) and cremations (??) All 
had to wear masks. Sometimes she had to bring young f**14*®“ *® J}®£ 
home and care for them at the temple; feed and give milk, as phrents 
too ill or dead. She was new to the country and inexperienced.

/ jit-S m ,
One 2 week old baby brot to her carey he was thin and emaciated 
from lack of nourishment. Dr. said there wasn’t much hope. She 

t tried desperately to keep him well until his mother could recover and 
h o l d h i m f n h e r a i m s .  But he died at the temple. She felt responsible 
and felt so bad, but the mother said "His *lf® w*s
loved and cared for by the two "sensei". He died in the temple, and 
now he is in Buddha’s arms. He was fortunate." Two weeks later, 
she came to say "orel" and brought this beuatiful "Jyu-bako , saying
she was happy to be able to come to the temple often. Eventually,
they returned to Japan, childless. Mrs. M. wonders where and how they
are. She still has the Jyu-bako, its pine and stork painting still
vivid on the coyor.



M t »s  . Matsuura*s book»
„ n » «4- 4 « 4.4 «,̂  f*ft-r oBon Loved to think of loved ones returning.

*• They"celebrated as family. Recalls past Obon. About 2^-25 yrs ago. 
Time of Bon odori, gochiso, drums beating, clapping and dancing
records for about 3 hrs.

M o r M ^  p ^ i l / « ClN r ^ e altS :  told^of6it?rJ£partially^blind
p ° r  S: S ^ - A S r i S :  ne

g v s r

wLit the children to feel obligated. Bev. M. finally convinces the 
^  to  Lcept It quietly. * . weeping says he*11 "ogamu" In his/her
hfiflrt each day.


