


The meeting opened at 9:30 a.m. Following an introduction
by Administrator Moris Bur”e, Poston 111, during which Lieut.
John Bolton was greeted by applause the leader of the IT' S Army
Team drew on questions and answers from the previous da”Ts

he meeting resolved itself into fresh inquiries:

g- Is the War Department planning to induct those who are not
in the Relocation Centers.

I presume you mean those who have already left here on Inde-
finite Leave. Yes, the same thing holds true for those who
are not now iIn the Center--those, too, who were never in the
Center, those who have two kinds of Leave, short-term and
Indefinite. May 1 enlarge on this. For those who arenot Iin
the Center, they may go to their nearest Draft Board if they
want voluntary induction into this Combat Unit. vou may write
to your friends iIn this category and tell them that. The
Craft "Board will fTill out for them the same two forms you are
to fill out here.

g- Is any system being worked out to let those on the outside
know about this Combat Team and our volunteering.

A. 1 have no answer to that. Perhaps Mr. Burge has.

(Mr. Burge says that WRA is taking steps to
inform Japanese Americans on the outside).

What assurances have we that we shall have all the rights
and privileges iIn all the states and California if we

volunteer.

(After consultation) My staff suggests | bring this idee
to your attention. That question cannot be answered one
way or another. The Federal .government cannot speak for the

States.
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Nor can the states speak for the Federal government. The
states have certain rights reserved to themselves. But,--
may | emphasize this point--the future is In vour hands1
The answer jwov seek depends on how you react here, how well
this program goes over. The Federal government has never
entered upon a program of discrimination.

Q. How can we be assured we won’t be deported after the war is
over.

A. 1 wish you would stick to the point. Trou canft deport
American citizens.

g- We aren’t fighting only for ourselves, our American citizen-
ship. We are fighting for our parents. What about them*

A. Remember this. There is no involuntary Repatriation— or
Deportment, if you wish. Repatriation is purely voluntary.

g- A pressure group iIn Congress might start a bill, which would-
ieopardize our positirn. What aboat that.

A. There 1s a great deal to be done in this country iIn educating
the people. T"Reu people are very smart people. May 1 speak,
not as a representative of the 77ar Department. May 1 suggest
to you as members of a Minority Group that you join in this
program for educating the American people. I think, up until
new, you have more cr less ™issed the beat” by neglecting to
educate America. Any minority group should make itself under-
stood throughout the country. 1 can’t speak on this offici-
ally. The.t*s my personal opinion, however.

g- quite a few of us had occupational dferment before. Will
Selective Service recognize this now.

A. The basis upon which Selective Service 1is being set up, 1is,
of course, not based upon what you are doing here, or what
you were doing at the time of Selective Service on the out-
side. May 1 go back to a second phase of our mission here,
that is to assist In WRA’s Leave Clearance program so that
you may engage In important war work.

g- In other words, there is no such thing as occupational defer-
ment in the Center.

A. I think you are right. If you remain iIn the Center, 1 think
you do not get deferment.

g- Row about those who go out to the beet harvests and then
return to +he Center when harvesting iIs over.

A. As 1 understand i1t, Selective Service dees not have a general
policy of deferment for Agricultural workers. Rut don’t miss
the point— no one iIs going to force you cut of the henters.
Selective Service, however.kfaows nothing about you. 1 can’t



speak for Selective Service. They will learn about you -fram
the machinery— the forms--we are setting up here. (Consulta-
tion) The it (Bass) suggests 1 make i1t clear that
agricultural work is not a basis for exemption. There are
manz farms in Illinois which have been stripped of their
workers and hands.

Say. will a Japanese American be able to work iIn defense
plants.

Yes, That is an essential part of our mission here. We want
to clear you for that very thing.

Is 1t .compulsory to Till out both the Selective Service and
Leave forms.

~es. But may 1 make i1t clear again that no one is going to
force you out of the center.

In~regards to the dependents. Will they be classed as such
while we are in the Center and eligible ~or exemptions.

That i1s a guestion which technically and legally should not
bother you. OF course, they are still dependents.

(Additional answer by Sgt. Woolsey) |If your parents are here
ana are being taken care of by WRA, Selective Service will

determine whether "ou are eligible for the draft. |1 am not
an expert on Selective Service, but am drawing on the exneri-
ence of friends. It iIs Iwayi g stion of fact- that 1is,

how much contribution yon are actually making toward your
parents. ;

What branches of the service can we go into. The Yj.w.

No. We can’t tell you about the Navy. We understand that
the Navy department, however, has thls under consileration.

(Here Lieutenant Bolton made it clear he could
not speak for the Navy Department)

Is there a possibility of granting citizenship to our parents.
This program 1 being conducted in all the centers. What
further things an be done depends upon how the program is
received. | can’t prophesy what will happen. 1 wish. 1 could

Can you give us info: mation as to what Combat Zone this
Combe t Te.. 11 bé sent into.

It is not contemplated at the present time that the Combat
Team will be sent to the Pacific Zone.

(The Lieutenant then read from the Official Answers)
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Q* It is our understanding that members of this Combat Team
will be gii/en opportunity for rapid advancement. How about
fellow Nisei-soldiers already iIn the ary, *ill thev be
given the same opportunity. “v'oan"t that be fair.

A. 1 think I can rephrase that question: Have soldiers of
Japanese ancestry been discriminated against.

(Lieutenant Belton reads prc~ Official Answers)
Sergeant Jim, perhaps you would like to discuss that.

A. (Sergt. Kinoshita) On the whole, I think I can speak for a
nuq?er <F fellow™s like myself. The treatment has been verv
good.

Q* You said Japanese American soldiers would rank equally with
Caucasian soldiers. Why can "t thev 0 back to wrork any
piece cr 3> Coast as thev rlease.

A. (Given by Sergt. Finoshita and repeated bv Lieut. Bolton over
the loudspeaker) The restrictions are definitely there against
Japanese American soldierseentering Military tone MA", But
T think I ought to eke this clear. Because of.the dangers
of the enemy putting men into American uniforms and enabling
them to move around at will, the Army had to take steps to
prevent rossible sabotage. |Is that clear.

Q- "ave you any information as to the reclassification of alien
navents where a son volunteers.

A. mhat is a question which, of course, has to be settled indi-
vidually. Fery definitely the War Department will consider
the case of your parent for the most favorable classification
if you volunteer. It is up to you, therefore. The whole
success of this program depends upon vour acceptance in
complete good faith. T mean that verv seriously.

mher3 are cases where the father i1s In an 5nt ee camp
and the son is in the army. What about the father. Will
they let him"go.

A. T ssv more pow™- to the son! We have many cases of Americans
0° German descent whose fathers are behind bars. Don"t ask
for something more than someone else iIs getting.

1. “"any F-beis, who are loyal, are unable to talk <ood Hngllsh.
Are they acceptable.

A. mhe Army"s present standard of education for acceptance 1is a
fourth grade education. (laughs)
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Q. Will preluminary medical examination be waived for volunteers.

A. Yes. Medical examination-will not be given until the appli-
cant arrives at the point of induction.

g- TF he goes to Camp Shelby and is rejected because of physical
defects, can he go some place and get a job.

A. ves. Before he leaves here, he will have secured Indefinite
Leave Clearance and he has the choice of either relocating
or returning to the center.

Q. This question is In two parts. |If a soldier is killed in
action, will his beneficiary receive the insurance in a
lump sum. 1T he 1is disabled, what compensation will he
receive.

A. My answer to both questions is: The same provisions apply
here that apply to every other American soldier. | have a
"Manual on the Personal Affairs of a Soldier and His Depen-,
dents.” Hd be glad to consult i1t with you. The same rules
of procedure will apply to members of the Combat Team as to
all men wearing the uniform of an American soldier.

2. Will a moratorium be placed on mortgages, private insurance,
debts, etc.

A. The Congress of the United States a little more than a year
ago passed an act making provision for a Moratorium on Debts.
I shall ask Sergeant Woolsev to briefly explain it.

A. (By Wcolsey) This act, known as the Soldiers and Sailors
Act, enables the government to make loans for the payment
of Insurance premiums and mortgages* |Incidentally, you can
even get a moratorium on your income tax, on all obligations
like that which can be put over until after the war.

Q- In case my father is the only beneficiary. IT he 1s an alien,
can he receive the same benefits as any other beneficiary.

A. The answer 1is yes, subject only to the law relating to the
receipt of money by those who are interned.

g- Is a person, 17? liable to the draft.
A. Not at present. The draft age is 18 to 38.

Q- In looking over the questionnaires, No- 27 seems to be
confused. Will you explain it please.

A. ves. | realize Question 27 may confuse some of you. But
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there i1s no trick to that wording. By no means. | had an
answer to that question from a fellow yesterday, and it read:
"™No. Unless 1 get into a non-weapon bearing unit.ll Ue was
a Conscientious Objector. I liked that. |1 appreciated bis
position. -hat we want, 1is honest answers.

That quest ion--Question 27— does not mean: Are you volun-
teering?

No. It does not mean ~Are you volunteering?”

IM also like to have you read Question 28 and explain it.

. Tery well. (Heads question) . Now the word so many people

seem to trip over is ~forswear”. There i1s no single substi-
tute, no synonym for it in the English language. It means
literally "to swear against.” 1 don’t know of any equivalent
word. It means do you feel in your own mind that the govern-
ment of the United States Is supreme over any other govern-
ment .

Is 1t possible to know how many volunteered from yesterday’s
group -

No. The figures are kept secret. 1 know/, but 1 don’t believe
the sergeants here know. That is an official secret. I wish
1 could give them to you. Those figures are in Washington
now.

I don’t say you are wrong. But on the outside they always
print the figures--and the nam.es— of those enlisting iIn each
town. Why should we be any different. Why can’t we do the
same. -

There 1is one essential point. |1 don’t think any of you who
are loyal quite appreciate 1t. And that is: that in these
centers we have people who are definitely disloyal. And for
your protection and for the protection of the country, we
have to do things that we don’t do elsewhere?

- When will volunteers be leaving.

A.

>

From March 1 to April 1, volunteers will be received at
Camp Shelby.

What should be taken along.

You will be given instructions upon receipt of your orders
of induction.

I understand you ere taking volunteers only while you are
here.

That i1s correct. Did all o you hear that?
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g-

Is any attempt being made for those who are going out into
War Work to be taken Into labor unions.

You will net be sent iInto areas where labor unions will not
accent you.

Lieutenant, just in case the number of volunteers 1is too
small to form the Combat Team, what will be the procedure.
Will draftees be sent to the. Combat “eam.

Officially the position is this. Ye are defending upon your
loyalty and your desire to join the army. We have not con-
sidered that point. It depends upon you. We are not plan-
ning now to draft Japanese Americans for the Combat Team.

T do not think you fully appreciate that the future of
Japanese American people iIn this country may be assured if
you wholeheartedly support this progran.. But it depends
upon your choice. You are still free American citizens.
Remember that the solution of after«the-war problems depends
upon this matter before you now. It is more vital than any
of you, 1 am afraid, realize.

As 1t was non? approximately 12 ofclodk noon, the
meeting adjourned with registration scheduled to
start at 2:70 p.m.



COLORADO RIVER WAR RELOCATION PROJECT

Poston, Arizona

Norris F. James, Reports Officer yeb. 11th
194?

?rd Day

TRANSCRIPT 0? JTESTIOKS AND ANSWERS ASKED LI15UT. JOHN BOLTON
Il S ARMY TEAM, AT MESS HALL NO. 710, POSTON 111

The meeting opened at 9:4? a.in. Following an i1ntroduction
b.7 Administrator Moris Burge, Poston 111, Lieutenant Bolton
drev on questions and answers from the previous two days» sessio

Lieut. Bolton - ™= have some pictures of the 100th Battalion
over there on the wall. That is the Hawaiian National ~Guard
group. That i1s a top outfit. They*re just tops.

Q. Like you say, if we 0 into an all Japanese unit , we may
make a record as good fighters. But will be segregated
after the war.

A, 'fou arenTt going to be put off In a corner. You*1ll have
exactly the same priveleges as all other soldiers. Sert,
Kinoshita can tell you about that.

Q@ R-es that mean the Combat Team is going to fight as a unit
alone or 1s i1t going to be backed up bv other regiments.

(loud laughs)

ITm afraid that question is not as foolish as i1t sounds.

No one ever fTights alone. No officer ever nuts his unit
out alone. You are not going to be put out on the front

and have everyone else walk out on you. (LAUGHS) The point
is that i1t takes at least $2000 to train a single soldier.
TF 1 know my government, it IS not going to train a soldier
ana then throw him away* 1»11 even revise my figures and
say with equipment the cost would be closer to #.7000.

Nou were talking about the good faith that comes out cf the
Combat ~eam. Does that mean that the government is going
to have a publicity campaign. [ITve never seen any pictures

Japanese soldiers in the roto sections. i»ve never seen
anything about that Hawaiian soldiers.

("ere Lieut. Bolton pointed out that the War Dept, has sanc-
tioned such publicity. Drawing from personal knowledge
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he cited an article in Reader*s Digest news accounts |5 the -
Washington Post, JanuerT 9, the Pl Paso Times and the Phoenix
Repub li.c and Gazette.)

g- After the Combat Unit i1s formed, i1f you are drafted 10
months later, can you transfer to the Comb t Unit.

A. To. There can be no assurance on that.

Q@ 1 hare some brothers iIn_the Army and they have not received
furloughs as other soldiers have,

A. T was talking to a man who was in the Army 18 months and who
has had onlv one furlough. Sergt. Bass here save he had had
only one furlough in °0 months and that for only 10 days.
SergtEiJUXﬂsey had had a furlough iIn 12 months, but he*s

. married.

a. ITf you send us to the European front, what close contact
would wZ have with our parents.

A. Mo more, no less than any ether American soldier. T talked
with a lieutenant in maneuvers near Parker, who :ot his Tfirst
letter from his wife six weeks after sheTd mailed it. But
the Tar Department is speeding“up soldiersT mail, ~cu’ll
get the same treatment as everybody else.

w Am 1 correct iIn assuming, that Japanese Americans who want to
-ger¥s in other than the Combat Unit can do so through the
raft.

A. Yes. The only difficult™ 1is we don*t know when Selective
Service will take care of you.

t. Could 1 write to my Selective Service Board and ask for
voluntary induction later.

A. "es. (Sergt. Toolsey suggested this statement be checked).
Ye have the whole month, of March to move the Combat Unit to
Camp Shelby. 1 should say you would have to take your
chances with your Selective Service Board.

Will there be any”™ restrictions on Japanese American soldiers
in uniform visiting their parents-in”California on a furlough

“A. 1T you have a good reason for going into Tone A, you will pe
granted a permit. There are however, restrictions against
everyone enterlng sh«t Zone.

g- In the discussions of the past two days Question 27 seems to
be of paramount interest. Can you clarify that, sir.

A. (The Lieutenant reads the question and gives conventioral
answer)

Q.- What constitutes a Combat Team
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A. This iIs a self contained team. 1 canft give you the figures
hut T can give you that much. The Sergeant calls to my
attention that all of Non-Coms and Commissioned officers
will be procured from the volunteers insofar as possible.

Q. Will there be any restrictions against any of us going into
other branches of the service, such as the air force or
tank corps.

A. 1 should say you would have to take your chances with every-
one else on transfers, since the Combat Unit does not include

the air branch.

g- Are there any young Japanese Americans iIn the Air Corps or
Tank Corps.

A. 1 donTt know. (Sergt. Woolsay says there are in the Tank
Corps)

A. By Sergt. Kinoshita) | believe there are some exceptional
cases, sir. | remember reading about 1t in the paper.

g- How about these Japanese Americans who served in the last
war and had to wait 14 years for their citizenship. How
about those Negroes who are being sent to Africa. |1 donft
see any publicity about them.

A. (By Sergt. Bass) In filling out 21 and 28 yesterday and the
day before, some boys brought out that question for personal
reasons. (Cites reasons).

g - Supposing we are drafted and do not serve. What happens.
Why were we discharged before.

A. There were two reasons for your discharge. Military neces-
sity was the first. The second was that there was no clear-
. cut pokicy for utilizing you in the army.

qg. pi it now there are relatives and friends serving in the
Army. Does the War. Department plan to incorporate them in
the Combat Unit.

A. A few of them are being taken to Camp Shelby as training
cadets. It 1s necessary to have trained men to train you.
Several men here have already told me their brothers have
been transferred to Shelby.

g- This question may be for WRA. In case the Father and
Mother are separated by his internment would it be possible
for a volunteer to see them united.

A. (By Mr. Burge) That would depend upon several things.
Hirst, 1f the Mother wants to’go to visit her husband or to
stay with him. Second, How much time the Army allows for
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furloughs, WRA, however, is making special dispensations
for volunteers. We have not, however, any control over the
wishes of parents.

1. Another thing that carries a lot of weight is the iInternment
of our fathers. 1In my case, my father served 14 years In
the Navy. Still he?s In an iInternment camp.

A. The War Department policy will be to give special considera-
tion bo parents of men who volunteer. We realize you are
so loyal you have differed with your parents. 1 should be
very glad to discuss individual cases"as individual cases.
However, 1 can*t go off the record here. I»m speaking for
the War Department here.

Q. I was asked to ask this question. About this WAAC business.
It may be something to think about. Can a Niseir girl join
the WAACS 1if her- husband joins the Army and she is left at
home with nothin ; to do. (LAUG-HS)

A. When we first went into conference in Washington, some
officers of the WAACS were there. I*m sorrTT we were unable
to bring into the Center a WAAC representatives You may

inform your wives— and lady friends— that WAAC representa-
tives will be here just as soon as they can train people
for this mission.

g. Is it true t>at no one has dependents iIn this Center.

A. No, this 1is not true. You have dependents here just as
anyone else has.

Q. I have a brother in the armed forces. My father is interned
because of no obvious reasons. They wnATt give us any
reasons for his internment. Why not.

A. 1 canlt answer that. All 1 can say is that a definite policy
viass formed quite recently.

g. How about debts. Will they be postponed.

A. Congress has passed a Soldiers and Sailors Relief Act,
providing a moratorium on contracts. wdu should consult
an attorney, however, before applying for benefits under
this Act, if you volunteer. By and large, however, payments
are suspended while the war is continuing and you are in the
service.

(Here Mr. Burge took over and announced the afternoon
schedule for registration).



BY JOE ASTON - "Post™ Sports Editor "The Post” Deo. 7, 19M4

Japan©so-Amarioans Hava Cage Team Here Organizar Tails Why

Bill Sasagawa dropped around the other day to toll us about the
JapanO©se-American basketball team he has organized here in Cincinnati.

Bill, himself, is a JapanOse-Amerioan* Anyone could guess that by the way
he spells his name* He came here several months ago from the west.under
a government relocation plan*

Bill likes basketball* He played with the Skelly Oilers of Kansas City
last season. Skellys were amater champs in Kansas City. When the cage
season rolled around this year Bill*© thoughts naturally turned to basket-

ball again.

So, he got all the other Japanese American boys in town together. There
were 15 of them interested. He picked 12, which is the limit under AAU
rules, and asked for admission to the AAU league of which George Chumard
is the operating head. George welcomed the. team into the league. When
the league season opens Dec. 17, Bill"s Jap-Americans will beright in
there with the other five teams, ready to make the race for the champion-
ship*

Brother in U.S* Army# As Bill pointed out, it might seem to some people
that he and his teammates are going out of their way to make their presence
felt in the community.

"But there’s another way to look at it,n he said. '"The best place inthe
world for people to get together and learn to understandone another is in
the field of sports.

"By playing basketball in the AAU League |1 believe we will convince many
persons we are no different from other Americans."

To talk with Bill is to understand just what he means when he says he and
others of Japanese racial origin can be real Americans.

He has one brother who is serving as a private with our armies iIn the
European theater.

Two of his sisters are married to Japanese Americans who are U.S. Army
officers. One is a captain, one a first lieutenant.

Not so long ago Bill received word that one of his closes* Jap-American
friends had been killed in action in France.

Bill talks and acts like any other Californian. There isn"t a trace of a
foreign language accent in his speech.

CINCBTNATI PEOPLE OKAY  According to Bill, he hasn®t had one bit of mis-
understanding with people since he came to Cincinnati. He thinks Cincinnati
is a fine place that way.

In other cities he has had several brushes with people who thought they were
doing the right thing in showing a hostile attitude.

Once, in Kansas City, a woman started giving him a going over right on a
crowded street car. He said he listened until she had finished and then
asked her if she didn"t feel silly. The woman made no reply. Other persons
on the oar just looked and said nothing.
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Small boys sometimes give him trouble, especially junior commandoes who happen

to be out on a Jap hunt*

Sot so long ago he had an experience with a youngster that was a little different*
The boy was in the middle of the sidewalk thrusting around with a big stick.

Bill asked him what he was doing. The boy said he was killing Japs. Bill

then asked him if hefd ever seen a Jap and the boy said yes, and went on to
describe Japas as he had seen them in funny papers. The boy didn"t even notice
that Bill looked a little different from other people in the neighborhood*

WHAT TRIBE, BROTHER? Only incident of any kind Bill has had in Cincinnati
took place in a restaurant. He was eating his meal when he noticed a dark
man at another table staring at him. Soon the dark man rose, walked over to
Bill and asked:

"What tribe you belong to?w

Bill explained he was Jap-American.

The dark man said: "Oh, no you*re not. | know Indian when 1 see one."

He kept insisting Bill was an Indian, so Bill finally let him have his way.

COACH 1S FORMER U.C.L.A. Player Three of the 12 players on Bill"s team,
including himsel¥, are over $0 years of age. The others are of high school
age and not yet ready for military service.

Two of the younger boys are Fred Sato and Paul Hamasaka who won football
letters at Hughes High School this year.

The team members intend to do most of their practicing at Deer Creek field-
house. All AAU league games this year will be played on Sunday nights at
the Friars Club at McMillan street said Ohio avenue.

~he coach of the team is Sho lino, a former UCLA basketball player. Bill,
organizer and managerof the team, went to Southern California. He studied
architecture.

Bill said he doesn®"t expect the team to win a lot of games, because the
boys are all pretty small. To offset their size they intend to play a fast
break and do a lot of ball-hawking on defense*



(Article in San Francisco, California, »SWS, Not. 17, 1943)

FAIR-MINDED

EDITOR}

May 1 congratulate you on your splendid editorial of
November 12 on the Tula Lake situetiont 1 had been so
disappointed over the way in which the news of the in-
cidents occurring had been reported, with the readiness
to rive currency to fantastic rumor, and in particular the
baseless insinuations against the pacifist teachers iIn the
center, that it was with real pleasure that 1 read your
sane, fair-minded and thoroughly American editorial.

Donald F. Gaylord
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lobody has warned ¢aericans about the tenacity of our
Japanese enemies with more insistenoe and insight than Ambassador
Joseph C. mm . IfcOrefers he is entitled to be heard with espeeial
respect when he eamines the other side of the coin, as he did the
other night before the Holland society of Kew York, which presented
him its 1943 Widal for distinguished achievement*

Pleading that a distinction be made between enemy aliens
and loyal merieaas of Japanese descent, he said;

«Like the Americans of German extraction, the overwhelming
majority of mericans of Japanese origin wish to he and are wholly
loyal to the United States. Hot only that, but they wish to prove

that loyalty in service to their native land*

«It does not make for loyalty to be constantly under sus-
picion when grounds for suspicion are absent* 1 have too great
a belief in the sanctity of ¢merican citizenship to want to see
/mericans of Japanese descant penalized and alienated through
blind prejudice* | want to see them given a square deal. 1 want
to see them treated as we rightly treat all other oaerican citizens,
regardless of their racial origin*H

Undoubtedly, Mr. drew9« vigorous words were evoked in part
by public reaction to the trouble early this month at the Tule Lake,
California camp where disloyal Japanese are segregated* The careful,
factual job which most newspapers did in reporting what actually
happened there was tarnished by the colored accounts published
by a few newspapers on the Pacific coast and by the Hearst press
elsewhere, and by inflammatory treatment of the episode on the
radio*

fhe fact« ere theses ftie loyalty of about 19,000 of the
180,000 persons of Japanese origin in the United states is suspected
either because of their own declaration, or because intelligence
or other records indicate that they might endanger national security
or because they are close relatives of persons in the first two
groups and have chosen to remain with them* Some 15,000 of these
disloyal Japanese have been placed at the Tula Lake camp and the
other 4,000 were to be moved there.



vm

The liar ;{«location arfchority probably erred in treating
the disloyal Japan»«« at M e Lake ranch like the loyal Japan««e
at our nine other relocation centers* The Tula Lake Japanese were
entrusted with self»government, and they were policed within the
ea»p by only six outsiders»»and they unaxsaedt»»although army guards
functioned outside the caap. Tiers were dieorders Hot# 1-4. They
were soon put down, after several persons had been injured*

The point is that this was at a camp where are concentrated
Japanese eitisens, or /«aerieme of Japanese origin, who are known
or believed to be disloyal, and that these are fewer than one»
sixth of our Japanese population*

The happenings at Tula Lake ought not to be allowed to re»
fleet upon the more than 100,000 loyal persons of Japanese origin
among us, ilaost of whoa are citizens, all of thom are as eager as
the rest of us to see a United Nations victory and to h&va a part
in it*

The Japanese-American! have a higher percentage of men 1in
our armed forces (10,000) than any other racial group* Before
the war they had a smaller crime percentage than any other group*
They had a higher per cent of their young people in college* Almost
none ever were on relief. Secretary stimson is authority for the
statement that there has been no known case of sabotage by Japanese
in Hawaii» either on *c. 7, 1941, or since* The ¥M says there
has been no known case of sabotage by the Japanese on the Paeiflo
coast*

Surely this is proof to any intelligent merlean that suspicion

and distrust of those of Japanese origin among us simply because
they are of Japanese descent is as unwarranted as distrust of all
persons «;song us who are of Oeraan, Italian, Rumanian, Bulgarian,
Finnish or Hungarian stock*
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Mitorial from Wisconsin State Journal (Madison, Wisconsin)
December 27, 1943

For Project Newspaper

FOR FAIR FIAT

Atty. Ben Bull forwards a clipping which is a strong
argument on the side of fair play for Japanese Americans.
It is taken from the Rohwer Outpost, the mimeographed publi-
cation from one of the Japanese relocation camps in ~hwer,
Ark., and it tells how three jeeps costing 83,505.95 were
contributed to the United States armed forces by the center’s
schools this Aonth.

Sponsored by the Rational Honor Society of Rohwer
high school, the three-week war bond and stamp sales cam-
paign opened Rot. 15 with the goal set at one jeep costing
#1,185. By Not. 29, the goal was passed with sales recorded
at ;2,507*95. Exceeding the goal by more than 200 par cant,
the campaign closed with the grand total of £3,505.95.
Student leaders in the campaign were Shiaya Honda, Satoshi
Oishi, Ruth Kambara, and Grace Ogata.

These are young people taken from their homes,
depriTQd of their normal funds and fun, held behind barbed
wire, yet doing this because America is their country* Are
we, with all the freedom we still have, doing as much?
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DEPARTVENT OF THE INTERIO,
War Relocation Authoritfejj®
Washington, D. C. eIT

Project Press Release No. 135 .
e . . on receipt
For publication in project newspapers

GILA RIVER PARENTS TO WEAR 551 SERVICE PINS

— silver service star pins, one to a family, have
n. ered for parents of Gila River boys -serving in theVarmed forces, Project
Director Leroy H. Bennett announced.

The local Red Cross furnished funds for the purchase of the pins. Each pin
vail contain as many stars as there are service-connected'sons in one family.
Because none were ordered for families who have relocated, the Nakada family
with seven boys in the Army, having relocated to Azusa, Calif., is not included
among the Gila service parents.

. Tf | hree rankinS service families at Gila will receive pins with a star for
each of five sons. Four will receive pins with four stars each. Three-star pins

go to 34 families. One hundred ten will receive two-star pins, and 400 one-
star pins. *

OM-2573



Excerpt from

"The News-Sentinell

Fort Wayne, Indiana
Friday, September 24,-1943

GOOD EVENING

by
Clifford B# Ward

The War Reallocation Authority— that Government agency which is com-
missioned to correct the injustice which our Government has felt itself
compelled to do toward thousands of loyal American citizens of Japanese
descent— is taking some of these fellow-Americans out of internment camps
and placing them over the country. |Indiana will get some of them and Fort
Wayne will get some of them. These fellow-Americans whose loyalty to their
country has been checked by the F31 and other Government investigative
agencies, are no less entitled to the respect and co-operation of all of
us than President Roosevelt, Cordell Hull or anyone else. They are being
placed in jobs through the co-operation of good American employers and are
entitled to all the courtesies that one American shows to another.

Some of these Americans of Japanese descent have sons loyally fight-
ing for the United States. Unless we have adopted the Nazi notion of race
superiority, there should be no discrimination against them. One of these
days, Americans must make up their minds whether they actually believe
what they say they believe or throw our whole political code out of the
window and start being honest.

Our Government had no ethical or legal right to throw all good and bad
persons of Japanese descent into concentration camps, any more than it would
have had a right to throw all good and bad persons of German or Italian
descent into concentration camps. However, we did it and our Government
is now trying to correct the injustice that was done. The Government-®s
efforts should receive every good American®s co-operation”™?

I think it is General Vandergrif who always refuses to speak of the
Japanese in any other way except Japanese. It is one thing to rate the
Japanese as an enemy who should be destroyed, but it is another thing to
call them "monkey men, ™"yellow men,” etc. When you ridicule the height of
Japanese, you are ridiculing a characteristic which they have in common with
many good Americans. When you ridicule their color, you are again ridicul-
ing a characteristic which they have in common with many good Americans.
Unlike the Germans, we don"t believe that one man is superior to another
because he happens to be six feet tall, white of skin, and blue—eyed# The
only thing that matters in an American is the heart that beats within him.
IT that heart is an American heart, that is all that matters#

We must not forget that what we call Americanism is on trial. We are
broadcasting to the whole world the virtues of the American scheme of
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Japanese Relocation Papers
Bancroft Library

Excerpt from Page Two
"The News-Sentinel™

Fort Wayne, Indiana

Friday, September 24, 1943

political liberty. We are leading with our left when we take good Americans
and throw them into concentration camps only because they resemble physically
the men who are fighting on the other side, especially when we are doing it
only to persons of Japanese descent, not persons of German or Italian descent*
The Japanese radio stations have had a holiday laughing at America*s claims of
tolerance while this country was doing what it did to Americans of Japanese
descent in California*

Persons of Japanese descent in this country should be judged on their
merits* IFf there is any evidence that they are not loyal, they should be
kept in concentration® camps until after the war, then deported* If there is
no such evidence, they should be allowed to exercise all their rights as
Americans, else our claims for American tolerance add up to a huge joke*

IT an American of Japanese appearance comes to this community, don*t
call the police* Merely take it for granted that the FBI is still on the
job and that if the stranger is free, he is free because the Government has
found him deserving to be free#
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Colorado River Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

July 9, 1945

Report Of Investigating Trip By
Tsuneo Sumida, J. Obata and M. Hane

The following are reports of the area visited on our exploratory
trip made under the.provisions of the WRA

IE QL™ S AREA

Climate: Sultry, though the mercury seldom hits 95, it feels hot and
sweaty. They say that the winters average 55 degrees, hut that they do
not use blankets when sleeping even in February. There is no frost south
of New Orleans, however, there might be a little toward the north.

Rain: Forty inches of rain yearly is normal. It rains more in April than
in any other month of the year. The farmers.depend entirely on the rain
for their crops.

Insects: Sultry weather breeds more insects; therefore, we think that in-
sect damage will be great. This will necessitate spraying and dusting of
various types throughout the year*

Fertility: Most, of the tillable soil seems to be rich, but there is some
which is worn out. We saw some very good string beans and tomatoes which
were cultivated in an unscientific way.

Marketing: The marketing conditions are excellent. New Orleans itself has
over half a million population and in comparison to its population; it has
a small marketing place doing only a little business. If quality products
could be put on the market, there are possibilities of this city consuming
twice what it. uses now. Furthermore, the transportation facilities to
other large cities are excellent; products may be shipped by rail, trucks
or water.

Farmers’ Opportunities: Most of the vegetables are imported from the Wes-
tern States; therefore, if graving conditions are favorable, the evacuee
farmers should be able to ra ise a good crop with all their experience and
knowledge'of farming. Thus an ideal place for relocation.

Fishermen’s Opportunities: We were asked by former California fishermen to
find out* whether there are any opportunities in the State of Louisiana.
Since California forbids the Japanese from entering the fishing business,
they are eager to relocate to a state that would give them a chance to re—
sume their former trade. In order to obtain a fisherman’'s license, Loui-
siana requires the person to be a resident of Louisiana for a period of at
least two years. The chances of entering other jobs connected with fish-
ing such as fish cannery, fish marketing, etc., seems nil.



Possibilities of Relocation: There are manyegood lands with houses thau
owners Want to sell." We consider tne-prices reasonable; therefore, those
contemplating relocation to this area, must have capital to invest in the
land and to purchase a small tractor and other farming equipment and a
market-going truck. ‘A
Public Sentiment; The public sentiment of this area seems to be favorable,
‘but there is "¢""political movement to restrain the evacuees from coming m
large croups to farm (for example? in some counties .(parishes) adjacent
to New°Orleans, a Parish Audience law was passed by the landowners, that
they.cannot sell or rent lands to persons of Japanese ancestory). ” The
movement is based on a misunderstanding and the WRA officers of this area
are endeavoring to straighten out this problem; we should appreciate their
efforts. We must acknowledge the fact that the feeling towards an unknown
new-comer cannot be good always and that we must sell ourselves before
they accept us into their society.

WILSON .PLANTATION
Wilson, Arkansas

By the kindness of Mr. Ragon, WRA officer at Little Rock, Arkansas,
we were able to make a thorough survey of the Wilson Plantation. He .met us
at "Memphis, Tennessee, some one hundred forty miles from Little Rook, an
took us to Wilson, Plantation, forty miles further north of Memphis.

Mr. Crane, Manager of Wilson Plantation,- planned to convert his
63,000 acres of cotton and alfalfa land into vegetable farming y m ucing
several hundred evacuee families to settle on his land.

Mr. Regan and representatives of Rohwer residents met with Mr. Crane
and formed an agreement to settU evacuees on the Wilson Plantation. W
must appreciate the efforts of all parties concerned for the agreement was
reached in the face of difficult circumstances. The offer was very reas
able’and it gave the evacuees with insufficient funds and equipment-a goo
chance to reestablish themselves. But unfortunately due to some misunder-
standing, those families who wore to relooate to Wilson Plantation a g
their minds which caused Mr. Crane to withdraw his offer. This left Mr.
~Ngon in a difficult position, but Mr. Ragon still has hopes of Mr.,, Crone's
reopening his original offer.

The Japanese farmers are afraid that if they once start with a largo
conoanv, they won't be able to leave just like the slave.tenents,
have hcd a bitter experience in the western states by being squeezed dry
by tte Arge companies or money-lending shippers or absent landlords. We
hope that Messrs. Ragon and Crane understand why the evacuees are s a
ful about entering new deals. We knew a case where a Japanese farmer,
Without an independent farmer, made a 200 mile trip every Sunday for 6
months before he moved to this new place, because he failed previously due
to hasty judgement. -Jhe bitter experience has made them very cautious.

Land: Land is black sandy soil usually found along a river and seems fertile.



Rain* The records show an average rainfall yearly to be 45 inches* During
our two day stay in Memphis, it rained both days*

Insects: Mr. Crane stated that he has never dusted his crops and there was
no sign of insects on the plant when we visited* We think that the warm,
rainy and sultry weather will induce insect damage to some plants* Mr*
Crane has promised that he will furnish dusting for his farmers when neces-
sary e

Housing and Schools: We saw three or four-room houses, one for approxi-
mately every fifty acres. There are two schools on the plantation, one for
the Caucasian children and one for the colored children. According to Mr.
Ragon, both schools are highly accredited by the State of Arkansas.

we think that this land will be suitable for celery, broccoli, carrot,
swiss chard, etc. The rain, during our stay, gave us the impression that
vegetables are easily damaged—watermelons and tomatoes are not suitable,
however, the farmers in Rohwer center made some profit on watermelons and
tomatoes (Rohwer Relocation Center Agricultural Report).

We recommend that a committee be established to furnish information
to those interested.

DENVER, COLORADO

Through the courtesy ofthe WRA officers of Denver, Colorado, and the
following people, Mr* Clougjnesy, United States Employment Officer, Mr.
Anderson and Mr. Sutter, both Civil Service Engineers and Mr. James Yanari,
a prominent young Nisei, we were able to understand thoroughly, various
problems regarding Japanese relocation in that region.

This area, once, was prohibited by the administration for the Japa-
nese from Relocation Centers to resettle because there were a greater num
ber of Japanese there than it was able to absorb. However, in the course
of our survey, we found that there were comparatively more jobs opened
than there are workers to fill them* Ore of the many jobs opened in this
area is the wood-cutting work. Mr. Yanari has been supplying labor help
for this Government Timber Industry and according to those who have ex-
perienced this job have found it profitable* Although jobs like these are
plentiful, we think that the relocation problem facing Poston residents is
family relocation and not the job situation. The majority of those who are
able to work have relocated already, and only a few will be able bo take ad—
vantage of the job situation there , because of the very acute shortage of
housing facilities#

Public sentiment in Denver is very friendly, far better than in any
other places we have viewed*

GREELEY, CALCRADO

Greeley has about one hundred families who came after Pearl Harbor.



*_4_

Several families are. planning to go back to California if public sentiment
improves there. Most of the Japanese are farming on a share basis, which
they say is much better than rental, because of the.danger of hail storms
almost every year# They had a windstorm and hail in June of this year and
although the potatoes, green peas, and sugar beets we saw on the roadside
were growing very nicely, they donTt expect much profit# Two evacuee
farmers whom we.met separately said they had farmed for three years and had-

not made any money. They are both planning to go back to California at the
earliest chance#






PRESS-TELEGRAM, LONG BEACH 2, CALIF.
January 8, 1945

AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY WELCOMED BY SANTA ANA METHODISTS
Page-B-One

SANTA ANA, Jan. 8. (U.P.) Shosuki Nitta, patriarch of the first Japanese-
American family to return to Southern California, today shuffled about his 100-
acre ranch here after a two and one-half-year exile, gratified by a heart-warm-
ing welcome home from worshipers at the Methodist Church, in which he was active
for years.

The Methodist minister, mindful of the church Shosuki organized at the Pos-
ton, Ariz., relocation center and the Sunday School teachings of his son and
daughter-in-law welcomed the Nittas yesterday with a brief sermon on racial to-
lerance. After services, the churchgoers crowded to shake their hands.

It was a happy moment for the three generations of Japanese-Americans, who
had so feared prejudice against them they stopped for food only once on the
trip from Poston to Santa Ana, and that at the home of a Methodist minister in
Indio. "We didn’t want to cause trouble," Shosuki said.

FAMILY OCCUPIES SHACK

The family ranch, growing oranges, lemons and vegetable, had been leased
during the evacuation. The Nittas were giving the tenants six months to evacu-
ate and planned to fix up the place a little while they lived in a shack on the
edge of the property.

Accompanying 65-year-old Shosuki and his wife, Taka, to the family ranch
was a son, Hitoshi, 25, a graduate of California Polytechnic Institute, San
Luis Obispo. For a time he was active head of the Poston department of agri-
culture. His wife, the former Mary Ya$agata, Reedley, is a registered nurse.
Both are Sunday School teachers. They have a 10-month-old son, Hitoshi Alan.

Unable to help his father re-establish was Minoru, 23, also a graduate of
Calpoly, employed at the Cleveland (Ohio) Steel Products Company, a war plant.
He 1is classified 4-F because of a knee injury he got as a blocking back on the
Santa Ana Junior College football team. His wife, Mrs. Nitta added, expects a
baby any day.

SON U. S. ARMY OFFICER

A third son, Mitsuo, 1is not with his parents. After three years of Army
Service, he received his commission as a second lieutenant on his 25th birthday
Saturday at Fort Banning, Ga. He is married to the former Toki Kumai of Los
Angeles, now secretary to the dean at Park College, Parkville, Mo.

A graduate of California Agricultural College at Davis, Mitsuo played three
years on the varsity football team and was the first Nisei to be named honorary

captain.

The Japanese-Americans faced formidable opposition to their return from
some patriotic organizations and the Orange County sheriff's office. *me hope



that our friends will remember us,"™ Shosuki said.

barred by leases

HARBOR CITY, Jan. 8. There will be no Japanese farmers on the near-by
Palos Verdes, overleast two years, A. E. Hansen, looking the harbor area, for
at representing the Palos Verdes and Rolling Hills land companies, revealed.

All available farm land is leased fortwo years and longer to others, he
said. The company has not yet determined a policy to be followed in leasing
property to the Japanese who now are free to return to the coast under recent
Army orders.

Palos Verdes Land Company was one of the first to order Japanese land leases
canceled after Pearl Harbor when 150 families were ordered to leave on Feb. 12.
1942.

Nearly 5000 acres in the hills are under cultivation, most of it in field
crops, ifensen said. About one-tenth of the area is under lease to a San Diego
firm which grows peas and tomatoes.



imperial valley press, kl centro, California

Wednesday, January 10, 1945

PAGE FOUR

A story on "a two-day conference aimed at solving the foremost problems of
returning Japanese evacuees to the west coast opened here (San Fr&ncisco)
Wednesday between leaders of racial relations groups and federal officials,”

PAGE SIX - JAPANESE FILTER Hack TU COUNTY

Japanese, residents of imperial Valley before they were evacuated a few
months after the Pearl «arbor disaster, are gradually filtering back into Im-
perial Valley, a survey revealed Wednesday,

Latest to arrive, as far as could be ascertained Wednesday were the
Nakamoto brothers, who farmed northwest of ualexico.

An army order released the Japanese from relocation centers where they
were kept since the evacuation. When released from the centers, officials
said, the Japanese are free to go where they wish.

It was understood that Japanese had arrived in several districts in
the northern part of the county and have been interested in getting back
property leased or rented at the time of the evacuation.

PAGE SIX - ORGANIZATION RENEWS STEPS TO PREVENT JAPS» RETURN

brawley, Jan. 10— Spurred by reports that Japanese-Americans evacuated
from Imperial Valley are contemplating returning, a few at a time, officers
of the Imperial uounty united, an organization formed last month to oppose
their return, announced Wednesday that efforts would be increased to convince
the iaps themselves that it would be inadvisable for them to consider relo-
cation in ~perial Valley at this time.

"Forty-Five hundred Imperial Valley residents demonstrated their atti-
tude that the Japs are not wanted here at the mass meeting recently held
in Brawley. Elmer Sears, president of the organization, said, 7and we can-
not let up now in our efforts to convince the war departraent, the WRA and
the Japs themselves of this attitude."
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PAGE (ME - NATIONAL COL ANDER BACKS STAND AGAINST RETURN OF JAPANESE

Admitting that because he is from the East he knows very little about
the Japanese problem in California, an admission almost unheard of among
national leaders, Edward N. Scheiberling, national commander of the ”“seri-
esn Legion, declared in Calexico last Thursday night that he will back the
stand of the Legion in California which is opposed to return of the Japa-
nese until the war with Japan is won.

Scheiberling, with Mrs. Scheiberling and Ed Bolt, department comman-
der for California, and other Legion officials, were guests at a dinner in
Elks hall Thursday night prepared by ladies of the Calexico American Legion
Auxiliary.

Legion members from posts all over Imperial county came here to meet
the national commander end hear hie talk. The affair ended a busy day
which included a tour of the all-American canal and a trip over the Eastside
mesa.

As commander of the Calexico post, .Earl Roberts welcomed visitors
and after preliminary ceremonies turned the meeting over to Superior Court
Judge Elmer Heald.

PAGE ONE - LOCAL JAPANESE REPORTEDLY VISIT CITY THIS WEEK.

Several local Japanese, released from the federal relocation center
at Poeton, Arizona, were reportedly in Calexico this week attending to busi-
ness affairs and examining the advisability of returning at this time to
the area they formerly called herne.

Paid newspaper advertisements warning the Japanese not to return
have appeared in northend newspapers, but little agitation of that kind
has been apparent in the Calexico district.

It seems to be the opinion locally that the inevitable return of “mieri-
can cit izens of Japanese ancestry will be accepted philosophically by local
residents, regardless of their personal feelings during the war time.



TAKEN FROM THE UPLAND NEWS
December 29, 1944 - Page 2

1945 AND THE LOCAL PROBLEMS—

Many problems will be faced by people of this community
during 1945,

Japanese will be returned here to resume normal living.
Our attitude toward them will be very important in building a

foundation for post-war racial relations.

Another racial question ever present involves the Me-
xicans and Mexican Nationals. Negroes have not as yet loca-
ted here, but many communities have a Negro problem.

More newcomers than in any previous year are likely
to be here—-du© to the erection of 200 temporary houses for
employes of the Kaiser Co. shell plant. New houses and new
population mean more school rooms, more stores, increased
public services and other changes.

While 1945 will be a year of changes in Upland, it will
also be a year of planning for the future, of making a pat-
tern of the city-of-the-future. Pot-war construction proj-
ects will be planned and the city’'s post-war growth will be
guided more or less by the plans formal ted by the leaders
during the next 12 months.

Upland is changing and that change may be noted more
during the next year in any previous period.

Industries, large or small, are likely to want to lo-
cate here. Seldom a week passes without inquiries being re-
ceived from persons wanting to establish a business or an in-
dustry in or near Upland.

Will Upland have an airport? That question may be de-
cided before long, but this project is only one of several
"Changes” which may occur.

The Question of the citrus district obtaining addition-
al water supply from the Metropolitan Water District may be
up for decision during 1945.

And then our servicemen and women may be returning home
to stay. At least, that is the fervent hope of everyone.
Their return will bring great joy and relief. Their return



will also enable the community to begin to live normally, but
their return will also mean new problems for the community*

Post-war problems are ahead. People in this community
along with leaders throughout the nation are thinking of
next year---and the next, and the hext*

Here in Upland if we canihce the problems, if we can
realize what is ahead, we can be better prepared to accept
the changes and to plan for a brighter, better future.

It is prudent to plan for the future, but the ever-
present job is the war and its earliest possible victory.
War bonds must be bought to the limit. Fullest cooperation
mu3t be given to the war effort and Uplanders can be counted
upon to make an early victory t&eir first concern.

UPLANDERS URGED TO TOLERATE RETURNING JAPS — clipping undated

As of midnight tonight, Americans of Japanese ancestry
will be permitted to leside in Upland and other coastal commu-
nities, but there has been no indication yet that any of Up-
land’s former Japanese families are planning to return.

The proclamation of Major General H. 0. Pratt, command-
ing officer of the Western defense command at San Francisco,
fixed tonight at midnight as the re-entry time, after which
selected Japanese whose loyalty is unquestioned may return*

As American citizens, they will not be required to re-
port to or register at the police station or any other office,
Chief of Police Eugene L. Mueller states. They will be ac-

corded all the rights and privileges enjoyed by all citizens.

If Japanese come here, Upland's reputation will be at
stake during the period of adjustment, Chief Mueller stated.

"We confidently expect all citizens to join with us in
furthering full respect of the rights involved.

"There should be no difficulty inthis transition un-
less incidents are provoked by intimidating words or thought-
lessness .

«Any mistreatment of Japanese within the city will not
improve the conditions which must be faced by our American
boys in Japanese prison camps.

IP: in,.



nlt is our belief that cooperation with the army pro-
gram will be in furtherance of our war effort and in keeping
with our war purposes and our duty as American citizens,” he
said.

While press dispatches report the Japanese will be un-
welcome in some communities and may be discriminated against
or boycotted, Uplanders seem disposed not to put difficulties
in their way. There were only about a dozen families of Ja-
panese ancestry here before the war, and three or four have
sons serving in the United States army.

The Upland post of the American Legion is taking no
stand for or against resettlement of the Japanesi3 here, |. J.
Linkey, post commander, said.

Gen. Pratt has said that the records of all persons of
Japanese ancestry have been carefully examined and only those
persons who have been cleared by military authority have been
permitted to return.

Reports from the relocation camps indicate that the Ja-
panese will not return in large numbers.

NO WORD FROM LOCAL JAPANESE - January £6, 1945

Very little interest has been shown by former Upland
residents of Japanese descent as to returning here from the
various relocation centers, according to a survey today.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Shoji, who have property here, were
in Upland recently to look after business natters but they
gave no indication of returning to live soon. During the
last year they farmed in Oregon.

The Liberty Groves Operating corporation and local or
chard care specialists maintain properties for the local Ja-
panese but other than from the Shojis no report has been re-
ceived from the former residents.

In accordance with modified restrictions relative to
the -American-born Japanese, it is possible for some of the
former residents to return.
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My 6ear Frt# KatMtas

1 presume | as one of the many Americans who here*
written to you about your unfortunate harbor shop experience.

I hope you won't let it bother you. You are an
American and a g od one« and no on® i&n really disturb you
In the 1 ong run. 3mm day the whole story will ha under-
stood*

In the meantime, If you have any trouble, com* to

Sew York. [1f& sure we could go into my shop here and no
2ftt m M S&M.1 k pif yoa ever * t here,
be aura to visit m mm we will go out and get dozens f hair
cuts - mud no trouble whatever. Merry fturlstmaa d Happy New
Year.
Sincerely,

/b/ J.3. Belamere
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urm» to BS smr to associations inwammu Mamssi command

by YWCA

President and General Secretary;

Titere are Indications that the present ruling excluding Japanese
from the ‘¢estera ¢Defense Commend will soon be relaxed to permit those who
are loyal to the United States to return to their former homes if they so
desire* The army has been issuing a limited number of permits to students
and evacuees of Japanese ancestry and there is reason to believe that the
number will soon be materially increased.

Both in the assembly end relocation centers, our Japanese YAC* mem-
ber® have made an outstanding contribution during the last two and a half
years, | have visited several of the centers and know that in each one
there has been a group of women who know and belong to the Association and
who therefore worked hard to organize and maintain one in the center commu-
nity, Tformer Board members, staff members, club members and students have
jJoined together to continue and enlarge the YfcGA activities. They have
held regular Board meetings, organized club groups for Girl Reserves,
young matrons and older women, co-ed groups, student group®© and sponsored
a variety of other programse Members of the Rational staff have worked
with the leadership in the centers and have thus maintained for them a con-
tact with the outside world. Our staff has been instrumental iIn encourag-
ing and arranging resettlement for hundreds of evacuees, preparing them for
life in new parte of the country, promoting inter-, useoc lotion event®© be-
tween the YWCA in the center and that iIn the nearby community, stimulating
conference attendance and in working with the sr Relocation Authority in
ways indicated by it. ToOA’s all over the country have found housing and
Job® and friend® for the resettling Japeaese-Aiaericans and have made a sig-
nificant contribution to the building of favorable public opinion.

Most of this work has been done by Associations outside the .-estera
Defense Command. Now it seem®© that the YWCA*© on the lest Coast and near
to it will soon have the same opportunity, ""Tret the job will be diffi-
cult 1 do not questionT that it is important le also evident, not only be-
cause many of these returning will be our own members but also because
they are loyal .uterican citizens with the right® of citizenship* Mrs* In-
graham has written a letter to President Roosevelt in which she said:

'The Y_.A_.C_A. is Oquipped to help girls end women in their reorientation

to community life and we stand ready to be of assistance in effecting their
return to the west coast. We would welcome suggestion® as to the manner in
which we could be most helpful .«

The National Y*n,G%A,, the churches, the American Friend®© Service
Committee and the California Committee os Amaricen Principles and Pair
Play are already working on this problem, MaCh local association can con-
tribute most effectively by joining and cooperating with the other group®
jJjust mentioned. |If there is no such organization in your community, the
YWO* could take the initiative in gathering representatives of such groups
together. It is peeul&rlly our concern to help build favorable public
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opinion because of the kind of organization we are and we are inventive
enough, 1 think, to find MY sof enlisting the support of our membership,
our club groups, and our constituencies if we accept a responsibility for
helping to welcome our former member® and their friends back to their can-

numitiese

Xo those of us on the Pacific Coast who all too frequently see hos-
pital ships and transport planes bringing in their cargoes of wounded men,
the enmity of Japan is a stark reality. 1 hope that this will not blind
us to the fact that thousand® of our Japanese-"mericua citizens are fight-
ing beside other Americans in the South Pacific, iIn Bums, in ltaly and
around the “lobe for the country they love; that their blood ha® been shed
to preserve our democracy* X hope and | believe, that we will make room
in our organizations iIn our communities for the loyal Japanese who wish to
return. Xo do less will be to fail a® a Young komenl® Christian Associa-

tion in realizing our Purpose.

I shall be tremendously interested in knowing what your community
has been able to do on this* If there a community group at work with
which you are cooperating or will it be necessary for you to take the ini-
tiative in getting the groups which should be concerned about this problem
together to work on it. Won’t you let me know how matters stand in your

community.

Sincerely yours,

Winifred Osborne Heard
(Mrs* Bartlett B. Heard)
Chairmen. Western Region*

10 Roble Hoad
Berkeley 5
California

copied 11/22/44
copied 12/16/44 by Poston Reports Office



MODERN PIONEERS

The pioneering, adventurous life is the true life
of any existence, a life that has the scope for diverse
experiences, a life that will cut itself off from the
old and the familiar to the new, a life willing to
gamble the present for infinitely bettor possibilities.
What 1 mean by the pioneering life i1s a life unwilling
to linger at the wayside, but 1 patient to inarch along
to thriQé ;n;progress.

Today, we are, 1In a sense, modern pioneers— those
who go before, preparing the way for others. To better
understand our future, we must review our past.

The Issei, in their prime of life, never had the
opportunity from the beginning to realize the truly
American way of life for themselves. It may be said
that they have always been internees. Theilr very exis-
tences was being made miserable by the constant malicious
abuses iIn the newspapers, compelled to protect themselves
against unscrupulous attacks, and often their loyalty
was strained to the breaking point by subjection to ar-
dous trials.

They came to this country, not to escape religious
or political conditions, but to find work iIn order to
improve their economic status. Self respect was es-
teemed the highest by the lIssei. Grime was no problem
among them or theilr second generation children. And they

paidUheir debts. Even during depression, they did not

seek public relief or assistance. They were proud people
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frugal, and-met-all financial obligations. They believed
in mutual aid and assistance.

They made a record for themselves iIn the California
vegetable market. They reclaim d useless sub-marginal
lands and turned them iInto productive gardens. At the
same time, they raised their standard of living.

When the Nisei followed, the Issei resolved that America
would be the permanent place they would call home. The
Nisei was confronted with many social obstacles for many
years. True they took theilr place as accepted citizens
in the high schools and colleges, but difficulties in
finding their places in the civic society after graduation
was eunul tive. Consequently, they retreated into little
Tokyos.

Then— came December 7. Everyone knows too vividly the
panorama of human grief that took place among the Japanese
a direct consequence of evacuation. We have come to know

that it was not so much military necessity, as it was the
result of the constant clamoring of the minority bigtos of
Californiawho urged the mass evacuation.

Isolated into a compressed racial community, the
residents oOf three camps became almost completely separated
from the American way of life. The teen age boys and girls
became Ostentatiosly American in clothes, slang and
behavior. It was as if they were trying too hard to convince

themselves that they too, were Americans.l

They said: fgEow can you teach democracy here? Or
praise American labor standards where people get 4 for a

44-hour week, and nothing for overtime? Or talk about racial

P&ré&i if?6" but °°KS~that
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eat and sleep and work and IiQé all-alike. -Look-at that
mother*— she used, to be the core of her family, provid?&% :%e
meals, training her children, doing those little thiqgsl
that build family unity. How, other people throw food fct
us, the kids no longer eat with the parents, but learn |

i - 'fF'&
their manners from the roughnecks. \
When there was a question of self-government in the

centers, 1t was found that the Issei could best provide the
authority, the stability, and the seasoned wisdom. The
leadership of family and community was theirs; it was the
tradition. But now, their spans of life is fast being
spente It is for us to assume the leadership.

Walter Lippman has said, 'No moriner ever enters upon
a more uncharted sea than does the average human being born
in the twenties century. Never has the read been wilder,
or the sign posts -fewer. Cur ancestors thought they knew
their way from birth through eternity; we are puzzled about
day after tomorrow. Never before have we had to rely so
completely on ourself for we have no guardian to think for
us, no precedent without question. w are homeless iIn a
jungle of machines and untamed powers. The i1conoclasts
did not free us. They threw us into the water, and how we
have to swime*

Fear grips our heart as we enter upon the society which
had excluded us a few years ago. The society beyond the
fence appears to be ambiguous, vast and forboding. Ac-
customed to the protected life of the crowded centers, it

is difficult to venture off iInto the unknown, and face more

2-Cary Mewilliams - ™Prejudice”
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discriminationethan our parents did as Immigrants. An-
tagonism iIs apt to increase— not diminish— now, that the
European war is ended*

But reflect* Our forefathers, the lIssei, ¢journeyed
across 5,000 miles of the largest ocean In the world to
a land completely foreign, undaunted by differences of
language and custom, they carried on, courageously*

Their vision and spunk should be an inspiration to us who
are only moving within the borders of our own native land-
and have the linguistic and cultural advantage*

There, then, 1is the open road to the future* Wherever
we look iIn America, we find men pioneering the unknown
ways: pioneering science, pioneering business, pioneering
literature, pioneering religion and philosophy* A brave
man asks for nothing more than a fighting chance against
the odds. Our fighting chance is in relocation.

What will these camps produce? Out of them come
great leaders and prophets. Faithful, patient men and
women blazing the wa/s to overcome racial predudice*
Adversity will serve to intensify their great faith and
make i1t strong. The imperfections are but a challenge
that we might more actively assume our obligations and
responsibilities as Nisei citizens, Americans In a
greater America.

We must accept that challenge.

kollie Ohashi, Valedictorian
Gamp 111
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Commencement is an occasion when each graduate’s
joy is incomplete without the presence of teachers,
parents, and friends.' So it is tonight, that we,— the
members of -arker Talley’'s class of 1945- say to you
with all sincerity, ~Welcome, everyone. It is heart-
warming to see you here tonight, to have you share with
us the Joys of this—our most memorable high school event”.

As we welcome you, we recall the things that you
have done for us during our school years. To our parents
and to our friends—we express our deepest appreciation,—
for it was you—always so understanding, who helped us
solve our many difficult school problems. You gave us
hope and courage when our minds were clouded with troubled
thoughts of the future.

To our teachers we can say, "You are the ones who
have made our school life so enjoyable and so profitable.
You are the ones who have made .arker Talley high School
a school of which we can proudly say, "This is my school.

To each graduate, commencement means that another
rung in the ladder of achievement has been attained. Com-
mencement promises the beginning of a bigger life—a life
which holds greater responsibilities, new experiences, aid
a deeper significance in living. It is a time when mixed
emotions rule each graduate as his head is held erect with
pride or bowed in serious contemplation of the future, as
curious lumps form in his throat, as his eyes grow misty

with tears of gladness or dim with a questioning, unre-
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resolved fear of theiyears to come# It is a time when
unforgettable events of school days are reminescently
reviewed.

Two and one half years ago, we, the members of the
class of 1945, were attending schools iIn twenty-five different
communities along the Pacific Coast, Tonight we are gathered
here as one class* We represent such towns and cities as
Los angeles, Reedley, Visalia, Santa Barbara, Monterey and
San Diego* As a result of the years spent together a deep
understanding of one another has grown and lasting friend-
ships have been formed* |In relocating we will go our sep-
arate ways* We will live In communities scattered all over
this vast United States, but whatever our destination, we

e will take with us memories of Poston school days.

Will we ever forget that day iIn 1942 when word was
received that a school term would begin in OctoberV The
news seemed almost incredible, for many of us and many of
our parents had feared that educational facilities would
not be immediately provided for us In camp. Can we ever
forget our first year of school in Poston? Classes were
held in unimpressive, black, tar-papered barracks. The
rooms were crowded with students but empty of the barest
essentials of a school. _.ewill remember our teachers and
will always be grateful to them for they were the ones who
"so valiantly guided us through our difficult moments of re-
adjustment. <&k will always remember our first assembly,
our first student body election and the Tfirst cominencerment
exercises of Poston 111. A hastily constructed outdoor

stage was the setting of that great event. The one hundred
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and twenty-three graduating members did not wear the
traditional cap and gown,

Remembrances such as these will fill the chapters of
a book of memories created in our minds. Other chapters
will consist of notable events of the following years,

''le see, as like a motion picture, the summer of 1943 as
lagged on. Wk see that fateful storm in August which des-
troyed half of the constructed adobe buildings. We hear
the urgent call for volunteers to help complete our school.

We remember the quick response of students, teachers and

parents. Those willing, determined workers can justly say,
Ve helped build this—our school”. We see rows of adobe
buildings, some of them still incomplete. We see ourselves

on that first day as we walked curiously about the campus.
We see the well-equipped rooms. W know that the adobe
buildings are indeed a great improvement in our school and
we know that there are many ways by which we can show our
appreciation and our gratitude.

With keen anticipation, we look forward to a better
school year. The year begins with a whirlwind of activities
such as the student body election, class elections, a foot-
ball game, the A.S.B. Get-Together, The faculty and student
body unite in an effort to produce a profitable second
school year. Yes, indeed, we know that the year ,43-,44 was
a profitable one and one which holds many memorable events.
That was the year the construction of this auditorium began,

"Old Glory" was first raised to the sky, our first Kampus

Karnival was held and our first "Campus Echoes” was published.

And we musn’'t forget that during that year our school received
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Arizona’s accreditation and our school was officially
named Parker Valley High School. Th« commencement
exercises of the class of 944 were held here in this
auditorium. We remember that as we looked up at a
portion of the ceiling, we saw the stars twinkling at us
from above. We remember those ninety-eight graduates as
they, clad in caps and gowns, marched down ths aisles
with faces suddenly serious.

Remembrances such as these will increase the pages In
our book of memories, but there are other pages which
must be added before our book can be complete.

In reminiscing about our final year at Parker Valley
High School, we can so®© that long chain of school activities
in which we participated and we can see the great accomplish-
ments we achieved in leadership, scholarship and citizenship.
Successful projects such as the A.S.B. assemblies, the
Kampus Carnival, the From, our Senior Ball, our class play,
our Senior hay and our Banquet were the result of initiative,
determination and deUgence of the-group®© involved. As we,
the members of the class of '45 leave the portals of larkecr
Valley High School forever more, we canossure ourselves that
we leave behind ub a school record of which we can be
justifiably proud.

With the passing of the summer and winter of 1945 each
of us will find himself In his former hometown or in an
entirely new community. We may be in Chicago or Few "ork,
In Milwaukee or Kansas City, in Kan Diego or any other city
located across this country. Wherever we are we may en-

counter hardships and misunderstandings. As wO try te
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solve our difficulties our lives may become a turmoil.
During trying times such as these we will recall the days
that we have spent at Parker Valley High Schoole ©will
remember that success and happiness was attained only
through real understanding between one another—a common
interest in creating a whorthwaile school life. With
these things in mind, we will try to sweep away our worries
with an uplifted chin and with a grave determination to

become a vital part of the community life.

From time to time we will open our book of Poston
memories and we will gain courage with what we see within,
f©o will remember this night as we look with hope for success

in the future, "The experiences of camp life have not made

us thoroughly bitter. Instead they have given us a broader
outlook upon life. They have prepared us to become better
people and with our knowledge, we will resolutely strive

to make this—a better world*.

Misako Mayumi

Salutatory Address
Parker Valley High School
Poston 111
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.American War, He and three other men embarked upon a huge experiment.
Three of them saw it through, but Lazear, using himself as material with
which to work, died a victim of his own experiment, Lazear*s life ended
unhappily; it stopped short of success. But the lazear Battery in
Baltimore Harbor is a mute testimony to the fact that his name is still
revered by his fellow men.

Helen Keller was another such person, When she was 19 months old,
she was stricken by a terrible disease which left her both blind and
deaf. BUt once she caught a vision cf a world which she could neither
see nor hear, she couldn’t rest until she had made that world accessible
through the eyes and ears of other people and through her other senses
which she strengthened. Helen Keller, then, is another successful person
in this experiment in living, for with her limited capacity and materials,
she created a beautiful life.

George Washington Oarver was born into a slave family. In those
days it was much harder for a Negro to climb the ladder of society.
Slaves were considered as property by their owners. Yet George Washington
Carver was eager and determined to get an education and through years of
hard work prayer, and courage under miserable conditions, he finally
worked his way through high school, college, and on to fame. When he
was finally recognized as a great scientist, having developed some 300
products from a Common Source, thus helping to raise the economic status
of the Negro people, he was offered positions of great honor but refused,
remembering the bigger task of helping his people. He devoted the rest of
his life agricultural research and in the betterment of the South and
his race. He never patented his findings, for his only thought was to
transmit his knowledge into useful things and to share his learning and

success with his own people. He discovered those* products with only the
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scant artificial equipment of teat tabes, beakers, and chemicals, and
also with his own home-made equipment of courser, devotion, kindness,
faith, and a determination to succeed. Today, Dr. Carver is considered
on® of the greatest scientists in the world. He is what 1 truthfully
call a human being in its highest degree.

What am 1 driving at? lust this: if you look for the key to the
success of these three, you will find contributing traits common to all.

wm most outstanding of these is the ability to stick tea Job. They

tried and tried and tried. The vastness of the thing did not discourage
them. It gave them a strong conviction that they must succeed end it
strengthened their courage. In their vocabulary they had no word called
«foil«. They gained knowledge and learned to eliminate all bad equip-
ment through their unsuccessful experiments end faulty choices. If ¢Helen
Keller had not stuck to her task, she would have been lost in her own
world* She fulfilled her ambition— that of uniting her unhappy life with
the gay, colorful world about her. The machine of defcemination is
greater and more powerful than the resistances of any obstacle.

Another piece of equipment common to these three was the ability
to overcome handicaps. We talk about ourselves as being handicapped
because we have lived abnoxmal lives in this canter where our possibilities
for greater achievement have seemed very dubious, being *mer leans of
Japanese Ancestry. Dr. larver was a iiegro, but he never pitied himself*
Be never »lost Fight«. Determination, then, and the ability to overcome
obstacles is vital- but something else— that is courage.

lazear knew what Yellow Fever was. He had watched scores of
victims ravished by the disease gasp for breath and die. Be had every
reason to forget the challenge and go back to his family and safe home in

the States. History could not have blamed him for that, but history would
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not have recorded his name, we would not be »peaking of him today, had
it not been for the courage that made him © victim of his own experiment
And in different ways, in different degrees, we also need the courage
that Lazear possessed.

Commencement Is a jas2aencing!. Sow for the Ffirst time the future
is real and vivid, This diploma is a challenge to us to meet the future
a chance to experiment with the tools we have acquired, the materials
we possess, the qualities we know from others to be those of promise,
let us meet it with open eyes. let us experiment wisely.

»John ¢itsushi  Inouye

barker Talley Hi"h School
Poston 111



-F1AA
\

Mimi Mm nymtik hm «nm jmmrnm* UVIVH« U <Ur#ot fm
BsOmmf wixita»™# Jr#ttaie#® It tk® tgu#h It to 8¢ priatoi,
I#» »1tili M r «itti iti#t» «<M flri m& U é |jptvi# #*# ft#*#»
t>i it is. tfea pvojwr fM&letu

a~u=*>

G<€L Ctvaa. N



KImt tr&m wm mmm
LBJT) %9* «P* net «les« EE tittt wmmommitt fertile the® te -

tiw Miesit la thetr Xfree ifee»> tiegy suart seelietleally fee tie> fettre
«Ad 1egUe ffeel they «re gnlm, te 4e elth tlelr Ht«a» ftat 1# true
sl bir.h «eboel greiewtert te *nm $?+rm mt leeet. enOMides le the
ferk 1« the tyerdi vifeléh lie« celle«, es* e jet, er Tde e»jr er
feirl #>, er * tVridred peeeiNtllitlee, &£ graduat*# ef *11 r«ete la *U
PBite «F tb* rauafory, florm le thfe «omum .£&ei*g et th* future*

Mew&fmré *e ee Flgtl »raduet«« de &%Y* ea aadfttlerel ma$m¥%mmt to
welVe «a «Adltte*«! I*id e$ect m* Mot m tf wmt wc

bridge tfc* *»£ beteeen bt~b «eheol est vtoetere* lie« «beat, Mt a» «net

*a&* th* sfudrtiMet CE_jeeks™at et 1e«Tia? Ufe fecbtad e» «ab by Cer-
mif@c e™ witfe «nr éteit SUi «nets m thm mtmiém* Hmw* ef
es tho le«*« tiret9 vIll, ehetltfur m reellae it or eet# be «etf*# &s

refreeembut tv$f for tkiae et ser gM$t «b» etlll reiifA bebled m b$tal*
the CetHer# fleeteraerr or Ktddle*1tvt*rWIr*f steep «C dbaR $r* «@e-iag la
«eet™«* «ila J*x$wmm- ot fo» tiret tiae, vill fom tbeir Opiale»
et «H Jmpmma® ead Jej»Re*e*.Jwrlt«we free enr

tyeerer» M sr« «et. etrlklag «et elW»« Tkm* wbO hate «eue *hméa
ef ur bate rered 11» wey#

To* berele» end m I m of ta* Jepen&ir*-Jiert™a ré-but twee kat* *»»
th» ef tie «erle«» peopl*. o « ***«1* ef thir, H »
been r«re reaeily «eee”ed lato «eriee» litk* V eftieere whe twte
treland tinm arsiw their «ttltvde* tepefleee™eerle*« «elbier» reali»*
thf Imtm #e*8* 2« «*** etiie 1« tki? w'r tbam th# eeltler*
oy imem fuan th* beglewla™ they eeeld b« mém okom publie

MralUr, e««b «eMiert 1» th® «OTdt et tbelr eeMmifteg ettieer«t « cpubel



@
of the loyalty of the Japanese-/American population iIn our country.

Their motto is "Go For Broke**. It is a soldier’s slang, born of dice

games, and it means shoot the works, or risk all on the big venture

before them. There are approximately 10,000 nisei soldiers in the

united States army. They have given an excellent account of themselves

0> 11 uhe major battlefields. General Mark Olark has repeatedly praised
the Nisei soldiers under his command.
The farmers of the kiddle feat will always remember that in the

beginning of the Ffill of 194&, thousands of evacuees wore released on

seasonal leaves to relieve the manpower shortage in agriculture and their

efficient cheerful work helped save much of the crop that was so desperately

needed that year.

Many nisei went directly from relocation centers to take skilled

positions in essential war industries, thus contributing greatly to the

recent victory in Europe.
Nisei students who have relocated to college all over the country,

by their seho3.astic achievements and leadership in campus activities,

have created a feeling of good will.
All those are contributing factors to bring about amuch better
feeling toward Japanena-iiaericons than existed even before the war.
Three years have elapsed since the evacuation cf people of Japanese

ancestry from the west coast. Although evacuation distorted the life

philosophy of many Japanese-Americans, we are gradually recovering from
the initial impact. Many have kepi faith and have taken it as a sacrifice*

Life in the centers has not been wasted, but has actually resulted in a

further developing of personality. Wherever a new community springs up
there must be leaders in order to carry on the various activities

harmoniously. The centers have a "est demand for leaders in various
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COLORADO RITER RELOCATION PROJECT

Poston, Arizona

June 6, 1945

Jerome Wilcox, Assistant Librarian
University of California
Berkley, California

Dear Mr. Wilcox:

For your file and | hop® for your interest, I am
enclosing copies of commencement talks by students in
the three high schools here. A copy of the commencement
address by Dan Garvey, secretary of state of Arizona,
is also enclosed#

I should like to call your attention to "Saga of
a People” written by Ruth Tanaka, junior student in
Poston 111 high school. This poem was awarded fourth
prize among six thousand entries in a national contest
sponsored by Scholastic Magazine. Any use of it |
suppose would have to have their consent. A second poem
"Mary” dedicated to Mary Nagata, a schoolmate who died
during the year, is also enclosed.

"The Years Between” written by Kaizo Kubo, also an
11th. grade student in Poston 111 high school won
honorable mention in the Scholastic Magazine competition

Thank you for your interest as expressed from time
to time in requests for material from this center.

Pauline Bates Brown,
Reports O fficer, W.R.A



SAGA OF A PEO-LE

They hove sprung from a rece as old as Time,
Their backs are bent, their hands are wrinkled end brown,
For they have toiled long years under a harsh master— Life;
Each passing year has left its mark
Upon their seemed and weathered faces
That show as other faces do,
A heart-deep yearning for e far-off land;
A land of frail houses, stunted trees, a saered volcano
Sleeping under a blanket of snow*
Traces of half-forgotten customs
A love for the life-giving sun, the freshening rain, the
o> ep brown soil,
Still lihgers in their hearts.
Deep scars; of pftin and grief are etched on their worn faces
,ind yet their wise twinkling eyes
Have looked on life and found it good.

They have come to a fabulous land,

While still dreaming the long thoughts of youth;
They have sowed their seeds, weeded furrows,

Hoed s sun-parched land, watered it and nursed it,
Harvested their plentiful crops, built a home

And borne their children.

Last they forget the islands of their fathers,

They have brought their little treasures with them—
A miniature chest of drawers, lacquered dragon-red;
Two dainty fans gsy with denelag girls;

A bamboo screen with a tiny arched bridge

A fragile lilies reflected in still water;

Little dolls in bright kimonos of hand-painted silk;
Delicate tea eupr set on a polished trey.

T&e seeds they sowed ti ok root end sprouted,

Grew tall end straight with bursting pods;

Giving rich promise of fulfillment.

So grew their black-haired children

straight and t 11, drawing nourishment from the free soil

OFf this, their native land.

Their lives were like a deep, peaceful river

The old familiar customs of their ancestors

Mixing with the new bewildering ones of their foster country

And slowly giving way before them

Eating a breekfsiet of crisp bacon end scrambled eggs

Instead of the hot soup and rice they had e#ten

In the home of their fathers;

Raising a huge paper carp on Boys* Day;

Awkwardly tying a silver star to the tip of the family
Christmas tree;



Reluctantly going to a movie with the children,
Leaving behind a friendly game of Go

And a cup of steaming, green tea;

Driving to the beach end learning to roast hot doge
Over a driftwood fFire,

And eating them with seed-covered rice cakes;
Passing on to their children the ceremcnious courtesies
That they had learned so long ego*

And so they lived out theirilivee

Guided by their sons and daughters

Through this etrengo new world,

Slowly changing their deep-rooted ways.

They have come tos new home

Living in a single room

Behind barbed wire—

They know that peace hae been shattered throughout the
world

By heavily laden bombs of terror and destruction;

But they who love the deeply tranquil soil

Are stunned, bewildred by it ell,

By the cold wall which their American friends

Have built about them*

Now they are standing on the beloved roil of their
western mother,

Their wizened bodies huddled together

Agelust the bitter cold*

Rising they look toward the sea

7ainly striving through the mists of the past

To live again the dreams of their youth,

Thinking of a pleasant land where cherry blossoms

Warmed their hearts in spring,

Where placid -oldfish lazily swam in sunny ponds,

Where all was eocat-*"t*id and peaceful;

They turn towards the rea gift of a sinking sun

Seeing through the distant hills, seeing over all the
land

The rolling hills and valleys of their western mother.

Then they turn towards each other with eyes full,

""Unashamedly,

Understand ingly;

For deep in their almond, brown eyes,

Deep in the innermost depths of their sould

There shall always glow a hope,

A hope that peso« shall come one day

A peace forging with understanding and friendship,

The islands of their long-lost youth

And the far stretching land of their children*a birth.

Ruth Tanaka
Fourth Prize,
Scholastic Literary Contest



mpf clonne ini led across the fa«* of a troubled

moon.

k thin mist ea -aaed to envelop the stars.

It grew blacker« denser;

HI® bubble brokel

My soul grew hmvy and grey

Aa | thought of the hert-shaped face * d laughing
Oyes

how gone forever.

—eBath Tanska



tm m-m mmm

*gen ««**e | IEN» = *t*ry %= tali. It »«uts»»» i&stt
I'*** «t rn 9% *e’ne wiM ft* 1 M l«rt fe«i* «gii» » a* t©
**» Fua #E Fy «am»* % a«O© »aufe« Flytnrt F*»l«@$ «e « Ul
ssy »iory*
* «* e» »dietim, *&hu*$h ter I»»« tlm » iawg f*ss* 1 luti» fe*On

e I>m O©mly, | m «ritti» tbrm mry mrm i«fe*a* *1» »ha«*,-» ©f
iImrimé wirw*  2*v» *»«e a®© «numi. || «*Oy erto ¥ that «y finir Ir Mack,
** it F»U«t«y »1** YRYS hmnmm X *met Smpnmm mm~try. TMa

li ay p uni *©e«aat et perniate* ®m et Im ™ Illuda®©», ffcn* ir *
pi*« f«r futuro JviHit «ai Hdife»«»»

1 «a» %a** la a muli *mm la 3«llfornl* »»t ter Trm tU neEtm
FrRxFEE It me* ter m o ws&wtmm*™* mirk et te%et 1 «nU la all profc-
utility tur» 86wr etlrroé fra* tt* mmm ot m mmj hmppf marmarle**
t®% himk §&*y 1 r*«4 %4m mm in ito» in&y i»n s* emmmm&ly
9 r*id3**e+ | mmm* 1« mtm immeé&IlUj «t mi» t « # mmmemé tm
**U ?2TU*t offt MMTT « ttKr «<MB «M I i i U ¢iMMaNIl «Mi a*m
mmm t* m i t««m Nnr,

1 try« T ***** |t s™Mni Iftavtitg «&» *ttly 111« 1 fe«»# prriiti& 4tt*
ny beytrte&m. 1%*p*U*4 *mm?rn U> lite. 'a» IH« »*»* 1 M
M i«*»« 1*?  i«» thim émrntmert

Im tim emmim wrfm 1 wm ****** M ijti» ilm t» Im i *» n %M.m*
Im tt» *t»t M M i» »e IOt «ar osm. €hr hmUmSnm nere
eUlaar «larari»« mt »t %t Mi« ai pfiMitMI letmr>.  Xetwrm *y rery

*fmr ay »»ri« ararti*«.



Erm. tim latta** 1 eteppeft Sai# tim teorie® mim ®mImurm «f map
ieetitole®, I fth timt mm alienatelo ptmemm mithin m. 11 ifee
@ teratoe | to «dii fcr IH» predio# mmm v mUKmMé life « éim~
rn“mml «Otti* 1 totol? foli I»«r#*itely etol «ai ateo* Se itelo eoo
1*9rtE<meaeiit,

0 eppreeelf* eilfcotote of 1lo>pisi lotos- rel® ma
**xx Dby 1% «joteee «Sfatto O» I« «Ol €*e «0[F toy m*mi te
Urtato®, io eimllemm «0* 1 tote® timir a™ly te&8e&*e«, ite« geeor they
«;»Mito* | teeli mIT otoeRfi te itesi fer «11oli iteey stand. toy
*&* P*i«totly clear la sy mim ite» «iteoegptoe irsili tot 1 no# «
primen«r*

ttelt ay Ufo a® «* m*wm* te®*n, «lite m M®mM*E 1*m*9
* tolete, mé mtei?* by t*mty tmt rwm* m »ore qiJt«riote 1® #o*~
Toriox ter* «lilili «teto fairly ruoto «Ufe eritoee of retto eeettj*t~
ilo».* to, «et««» 0si date«B oteofo« ito® «ts«inferi® elSIB* 1
teato ** »e* »lte «terreyere, te «eoli «ai tete «Me by fido trifte um
fatili** 1dM» «dl t loomB« et 10 tedr mb« m* ® tos« e« me> tot
« «l least itex «eoi tolti**! peliey t# felle»*

M flret 1«a® M t o lo itelal. «<y tolteti«® o0sa prorotte Ite#
«eli ®f etlee eetlei.eo®*e«t te ete*®ei. «y beian, bei H «n m ai e® seal
»e ee&eeetiea ito if* as tocepret**»Stele «Ir of tmedm toy emy ite#
«tolte® «fF 1ba toto «to . toetey 1terami mul» tefwiteg. at *«e
r»et fOoaeottt« "t&? oto abruptly dleeeraebl« ptee *«# « liftiss «f the
eU«mee ai 1® « rorprlotely tiae, ite# atseeffeere to oteaste t©
e stiff, = «ally aayrodlatable to« of fern#® «eoitor* »«f lifo io
111» ttestom”™eert™to

Uree year« ef e toi nsleteaee teateiad etee! mnaarto tearé®, ee

toter oto tte» tolti«««, tottei ®R#¥«itosi ito ili offerto* c«r

Tfcally* Ut» *mt Jm&rmm tmiXIm irte lo efeesattse, >xd& m*y



«In*ge *rxxx YWIM*® puf afF Mas i lifte, 2 flaft *p#kf
*%m&Ilag «far “ert» ** | mal* ri» *txdpts o trik io *y fato#™ 2
*®»H adornami Hi) ocammH mSmmtmsA m. % fa % tt*saSt tool»
IBI ~ fi»t »«*1 « terrier bei«txa ®y fotta* «a* mjmmit.
timé rmtim «lataftoa Btfmrs lituo inmmttm & »sagradf}

%mm, a frasai, loo« «F Indirl«o! «slorpri*® *@A latti* tiro le la
orile ,00. 1 a«ta t «tallo? ptri*é «f I™Mtterg? «yaolf* 1%
Irm® livim la «re*2® ef farpctton f*opto* it wo# a «tr«*«a c=i
«I9l«ptlat miii&f &<r «k ki 1 «iroaaat™«H®#» tot 1
&m* n 9 m4 aliotim rotim t lo* | #Ca femic ay Tw«dgr OF 1*4«al <«ai
«lo«r tUaEtfr#

llort ir »tool 1 mmji tHora ir ao aoeé t© too M ttor. lo mm U t«-
«*«* tkar tI»B«gl m fault «f @ut- w ., tot ito*** lo nettili® to «afta W
etorsoli? trotta fer ltoli« tkot miets* ta# oo, 2 oralrk«
IMtt]0 flwv*y AMt ***** | toay* to «t 10 afe*«* wo» *e *T [to*dt

1Hall to «astptal, 2t «111 to*r a0 aor oxpartasta far m,
*9nWmtt9m *O® mpUm mriw pro>«t] rtaataoHfcla*r «foolf 1ato oo
*«9i«aa «torto« «f Ufo t*« to# loti»* ape® «» «aatter &mk «st*fpr|»Nt*

1«ioti «n Ite« ttorooHUd «f f*a«to». | f*«o ttot fot«a» Muffai«»
fimi tf my «aoootry, tori mm wme&r ©f »? lwrlfa** m m ;tori«*««

«“) jiotoo | sito#
~oorstolo .teliO»
rotoolfotlo iliorary aostoti



.Parents, Teachers, ana rleads

..a, the Class of 1945, feel highly honored to be
the first, the last, and only class ever to graduate
from such a fine auditorium and to complete three
years of high school in this Utopia isolated from, the
rest of the world*

To the teachers, who so unselfishly stayed toge-
ther with us, to provide us with high ideals and a
broader outlook on life, especially in times like the
present, we cannot express in mere words just how we
feel toward you and of your kind in the cq:munit.- .

ur work will always be remembered as we'depart and
strive for a bigger and better goal in the outside
worlde Our intentions to get ahead will undoubtedly

be based on your teaching# And t© the parents who
guietly and patiently encourag- d us ahead when every-
thing seemed sc blue, we are very v ry grateful.

The teachings and advisings of the two unforatable

personalities of the Senior Glass will always be"lin-
gering on in our memories ©s we look back to one the
best years in our lives. To our dviaors, iss Helen

irata, and r. :¢owell Jan&meynr, we owe a great deal
mere than a word of thanks, and wherever you are and
wherever you go, the Class of 1945 extends its

since.rest blessings, and we hope- that in the near
futur©, we can repay y > for the trouble we have caused.

Tonight, to our Commencement hr©gram, we bid you
welcomei

Hichard Hhindo
Senior Class lresident

n Il H v



COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Made by Dan Garvey, Secretary of State
of Arizona, to students of Miles E* Cary
High School in Poston 11, June 1, 1945»

The British historian H*G# Wells has characterized the
period in which we live as a race between education and cat-
astrophe. On the one side we have our schools, churches, char-
acter-building organizations, and progressive enlightenment* On
the other we have imperialism, selfishness, and greed*

Your graduation occurs at one of the most trying periods in the
history of the world, and without doubt one of the most intense
periods in the history of our Country* You boys and girls will
go forth into a world embroiled in war, and war is deplorable*

It engenders deep hatreds between peoples and between races*

Your country is at war with the country from which came your
ancestors, and despite the fact that you are true and loyal
Americans, and that many of your brothers, fathers and relatives
are now in the armed forces of our Country, and despite the fact
that many of them have made the supreme sacrifice by giving their
lives for their country, you will have many trials to endure,
much bitterness and many problems to overcome¥*

Do not permit this to deter you from taking your place in life
and your rightful place in the Country of which you are valuable and
a valued citizen.

History shows that in all wars in which this Country has been
involved, hatreds and prejudices were just as intense against the
races and nationalities with which we were at war as they are to-
day. Time alters all things, and the passing of time softens and
eliminates these hatreds and prejudices. Peace again is just
around the corner. Within a few months, or a few years at the
most, these hatreds and prejudices will begin to melt away* You
will find in the years to come when you are going out into our own
great Country to take your place in its life and its affairs, that
the United States has been and is now, a Country of all people
and all races. It has taken into citizenship individuals of every
nationality, every race and every color in the world, and it has
assimilated them and welded them into the greatest nation and the
greatest people in the world. It has become, within 150 years,®
the richest, the most powerful and the most enlightened Nation in
the world, a peace-loving nation, and now a nation against which the
ruling faction of no other nation will ever again dare to lift its hand
in war.

You are a part of that nation. For a short time, it may be
(and 1 want to caution you to expect it) that the hatred which has
been engendered by a war in which you had no part and could in no
way prevent, will cast its shadow in some measure over you. But
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that will pass, and it probably will pass much Quicker than many
of you may at this moment believe#

The big thing-and the big thought that | want to leave- is
that we will soon be entering a new era of peace in which science
and industry and effort will probably play a greater part within
a shorter time then during any other period in our history*

What you make of that opportunity is largely up to you* No
matter how hard the path may presently be, go along in peaceful
ways, with peaceful thoughts. Be diligent and apply your diligence*
Be willing to work and apply the knowledge you have gained and
will be daily gaining through the years to come. |If you fancy that
you are wronged, pay attention to solving the problem which that
wrong presents, but do not harbor enmity - for it is of no value.

Be true to your country, and true to yourselves. Be tireless
and patient. Be loyal and willing# Be always ready to work and
ready to serve. Those attributes will pay you well.

May | extend to you my very best wishes for good luck and
God Speed*
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COMMENCEMENT SPEECH

Today*s youth of America are the men and women of
tomorrow. They will be the leaders-—- who are to guide the
destiny of our Great Nation in a new era¥*

Yesterday, the world was built on a foundation that
rested on shifty sand* There were some nations which used
inadequate building material, io-—- at this very moment, on
the various battlefields, lives of our gallant raen are being
sacrificed in order that the youth of today ma build a
solid and firm foundation for the generations yet unborn.

The defeat of the Nazis in Europe is but part of the
battle. The final collapse of our other remaining enemy
will take a long and costly str”~le. JapW'B dafeat wni
also be only a part of the greater battle yet to be won.

Fascism and Imperialism were cheap materials to be
used in building the foundation of this wwld. .»ith the
poor construction material taxen out of the mix r »
stronger and firmer elements would unite to cement together
a rock solid foundation on which the generations to follow
would stand.

Yes.... > have a war to be won. Tn time, Y-Day
should arrive. What then? Cur final victory over our last
remaining enemy would only signify the fact *hat there is
still a more important struggle... the struggle to attain
and secure a world of everlasting peace and security.

Dumbarton Oaks and San Francisco have brought the
dreams of a firm international organization closer to
reality. «ur great leaders are dependii« cn the ~thof
today to carry on! To our generation, they «ire leaving the
task of finishing the job.

£e...the Nisei, the Americans of Japanese ancestry,
have even a greater problem than the average youth of
America. We have enemies abroad and enemies withinil 1%
is true that the majority of the people throughout t e
nation have been liberal and often, a little extra nice, to
the Japanese-Americans. But...always.=.as in a cart of
apples, a few bad ones may spoil the lot.

In the past years, we Americans of oriental featares
have been striving to achieve and share the level oi. our
fellow Americans.

Since the outbreak of the present conflict, we have
witnessed and experienced seeaii~ 1y undemocratic practices.
However, we must remember that America is not a
democracy*.! To nation on earth can claim to te a
democracy! But-—- rather...America is continually striving

towards that goal. Through the pages of history we learn
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that America is progressing rapidly towards that golden achievement.

Surel--—-- We were sent to camps—We read the Bearst papers;
Vle hear of certain anti-Jap groups! But, we know that they are
the few had apples!!

Just as a Msei is fighting fascism—side hy side—with
his Caucasian comrades on the battlefields, we back home must
work hand in hand with our Caucasian friends in the battle
against fascism within our own midst*

America as a whole did not lose faith in us and we kept
our faith and loyalty in her*

Many of our boys joined the ranks of our fighting men. In
due time, G, I. Msei became known as one of the flghtingest
men inthe world. The outstanding record of the famous 100th,
Battalion and the 442nd infantry gave the nation little doubt as
tﬁ'th? tlzjue loyalty of the Japanese-Americans and their love for
this land.

The blood—tears-— and sweat that our courageous boys have
shed will not have been in vain. W who remain—ye we the
youth must see to that!!

We, the M sei-—as the youth of America—-have a challenge.
We must complete the foundation for a new and firmer America
and a solid and secure world.

The right and duty to struggle for a democratic world does
not belong to one race. It belongs to all people in America and
a solid and secure world.

In a recent letter from Dr# M ies Si, Cary, former Director
of Education here in l/oston, he wrote— -—-

I wish you success and happiness in your new life,
Don*t give up faith in the democratic ideal. It Is the only
social idea and way of life that offers the common men every-
where a chance to enjoy a full sense of dignity and [©”sonel
worth. But this movement will not go forward automatically.
We common people must work for this larger life and opportunity
and, on occasion, fight our enemies if we are to make”progress
in this direction,

,”Tou young people of Boston, and the other centers, know
what democracy is. ®»and what isn’t. ..through personal experience.
I expect you to make a real contribution Lowaid improving our

America and.....perhaps.....the world in the years to come...,.,w
We.......... The youth of America will meet that challenge!!
—Pete K. Hlronaka, Valedictorian
Miles 1, Cary Hi
Poston 11

(Originally from Salinas Hi (1 yr.)



COPY FROM: PRESS BULLETIN (Pnaton Arizona)
DATS: September 12,

OVER FOUR-FIFTH OF POSTON 111
voters Turn out at polls

The high average of an S3 per cent participation
of all eligible voters of Poston Ill was recorded at Poston
Il was recorded at Thursday*s election for temporary City
Councilman, official figures showed.

Block 306 turned in the highest percentage with
98 per cent of its eligible voters, 226 out of 231, casting
ballots. Another exceptionally large percentage of voters
participating was observed at Block 317 where 94 per cent
of the voters turned out at the polls. The least amount of
interest was shown at Block 316 where 66 per cent voted.

The total number of ballots cast in all of Poston
Il was 1,799 out of 2,171 eligible voters.

SUCrXYAMA TAKES OATH AS
CLERK OF COURT AT MEET

Franklyn S. Suglyama of Blk. 22 was sworn in by
Dr. Ishimaru, chrmn of the Law and Order Committee, as
Clerk of the Court, 11 a.m. Sept. 9, at the Ad annex.

The Council also granted the Issei Advisory
Board to be present at all Council meetings in the future,
to help Ismooth out” many problem which may arise in this
Center.

It was decided that one Issei representative,
and an alternate be selected from each” quad compose the
Board, which will be voted by that quad residents. There
are nine quads now, namely 2-15-16-19; 3-4-13-14; 5-6-11-
12; 17-13-31-32; 21-22-27-28; 35-36-45-46-30; 37-38-43-
44; 26-39-42; and 53-54-59-60.
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COUNCILMAN VOTED FOR POSTON 111

Poston 11l selected ten City Councilmen at its
first election Thursday when surprisingly intense interest
was manifested at the polls in every one of the ten blocks
represented. Block 308 registered the largest number of
voters as 203 men and women over the age of 16 turned in
their ballots during the election hours of V am. to 2 p.m.

In blocks where competition was especially keen,
voters were reported to have turned out as soon as the
booths were opened early in the morning.

461 STUDENTS ENROLL FOR HIGH SCHOOL
COURSES AT POSTOM 111

A total enrollment of 461 students was recorded
by Wednesday night after the conclusion of three days of
registration under Mr. Chester Potts, new school prin-
cipal*

Each class had over 100 students enlisting, with
the Seniors leading. The number per class, according to
figures compiled Thursday, follows:

Freshmen, 105; Sophomores, 113; Juniors, 119;
and Seniors, 124.

The course on general homemaking led in the num-

ber of students enrolled with 88. 86 signed up for arts
and craft.

MN



