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I guess actual l y my so- cal l ed begi nni ng of my envi ron-

ment of l i f e began i n Santa Bar bar a. At that t ime I was about 

7 fir 8 and j ust et t i nr the i nf l uence of other peopl e. 3e-

fore that I was t̂he i nf l uence of my f ol ks. Si nce I was the 

f i r st born my mother had more time to spend wi t h me. So i n 

Santa Barbara we l i ved in a nei ghborhood of Mexi cans, 

I t al i ans, Greeks and a sordi d mix of var i ous peopl e. I ran 

around wi th that bunch. 

Thi s envi ronment was not ex ct l y conduci ve to so- cal l ed 

way of l i vi ng. \ Je i ised to go around i n smal l  

âng8 and swipe candi es, f r ui t s and tobaccos from counters 

through devi ous methods. 7/e used to have gang f i ght s in the 

nei ghborhood from peopl e from other bl ock. 

On I al i o een eveni ng we used to r ai se ¿Sw?, brea 

wi ndows, l i f t gat es. One t i me v/e jammed .up the t r af f i c by 

par adi ng around and changi ng the si gnal s. The cops came and 

we ran l i ke hel l . 

At - aeliouT I di dn't care for  -Lb very much. ,.e usee to 

cut school �for i nstance, when the ci r cus came around. Vie 

hel ped to get a pass to see the bi g show. I went to the 

J apanese school  because of pressure from par ent s. I di dn't 

l earn very much because I di t ched school  a l ot of time and 

went to ::iovies, someti mes. In order to £:et monorwe used to 
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sel l  t hi ngs l i k e gunny sacks and l i quor  bot t l es and anyt hi ng 

t hat  had r ef und val ue. Usual l y we used t o l i f t  t hem o f f  

o f  peopl e's por ches and backyar ds. Of  cour se, we used t o 

go f i shi ng and al l  t hat . 

My assoc i at i on wi t h J apanese was j ust  a f ew t hat  wer e 

of- my age, about  3 or  4 of  t hem. 3ut  t hey wer e never  i n 

on our  r ang�t hey wer en't  accept ed. They wer e apar t , and I  

used t o see t hem i n our  J apanese school . They wer e con-

s i der ed "good" chi l dr en and di dn ' t  do some of  t he t hi n s 

t hat  we d i d . I  got  my dad i n a f ew j ams. ,;e di d t hi ngs on 

a dar e, and br eaki ng a wi ndshi el d got  me, and dad had t o pay 

,20, and was he mad. 

'.'�/hen I  l ef t  Sant a Bar bar a I  was about  11. Dad was busy 

as a t hi r d par t ner  i n a l aundr y . Mot her  was wor ki ng i n 

t he l aundr y, t oo. I  wa l e f t  on my own. Ther e v/ere many 

J apanese l i v i ng i n Sant a Bar bar a, but  t hey wer e scat t er ed. 

At  home I  spoke a mi xt ur e of  J apanese and r e l i s h . 

�«hen we hi t  L . A. I  d i dn ' t  mi nr l e so much wi t h t he 

Caucasi an- Mexi can el ement s. I n f ac t , I  became ver y i nt er es t ed 

i n sever al  J apanese boys i n my c l as s . I t  mi ght  have been 

because 1 was i n a st r ange p l ac e. They v/er e ni ce t o me, and 

I  l i ked i t . These J apanese wer en't  under  t he i nf l uence of  

a gang, and I  d i dn ' t  f eel  so bad amon' t hese peopl e. I n Sant a 

Bar bar a I  had t o do a l o t  of  t hi ngs , but  s t i l l  I  l i ked i t . 

I n Los Angel es t her e was no one I  coul d act  bi g t o. Af t er  a 



whi l e I  began t o r un ar ound wi t h hakuj i n f r i ends , but  I  s t i l l  
* 

r et ai ned some of  t hese «J apanese f r i ends . 

I  d i dn ' t  pet  al ong t oo wel l  wi t h Ni s ei  g i r l s because 1 

d i dn ' t  bot her  t o f i nd out  much about  t hem. I  shi ed away 

f r om t hem. They wer e so c l us t er ed t oget her , and I  hat ed t hat . 

They wer e never  i ndependent , but  a£so kept  t oget her . They 

al ways sat  ar ound t he ar ea near  the bi cyc l e r ack�about  20 

or  30 f i r l s , and a bunch o f  f el l ows woul d be on t he oppos i t e 

s i de of  t he bi c l e r ac k�about  15 of  t hem. I  d i dn ' t  l i k e t hat  

at  a l l . 

I  r an ar ound wi t h hakuj i n boys . I  met  t hem i n c l as s . 

..e l i k ed to f oo l  ar ound wi t h * , 1 d i dn ' t  have 

one o f  my own, but  . I  went  al ong wi t h t hem, i n a sense I  got  

&l ong wi t h Hakuj i n f el l ows and s i r l s , t oo, because I  was t he 

chai r man o f  t he Engl i sh c l as s f o r  a y ear . The f el l ows woul d 

al l  t ake t he same c l ass t hat  I  woul d because t hey kne . t hat  

I  woul d be abl e t o hel pi  I f  t hey f or got  t o do a t hi n  ̂ i t  

was an easy mat t er  t o ccr .t act /ne and not  be cal l ed upon. So 

I  pot  al ont f  wi t h t he t eacher s and t he Tel l ows knew t hat , and 

t hey al ways vot ed me up t her e. Ther e wer e ver y f ew J apanese 

i n my ¿ n î i s h c l as s , onl y about  4 o f  t hem. Ther e wer e about  

30 J apanese f r aduat i ng wi t h me. 

I  had 2 J apanese f r i ends . ,,e used t o go to shows to-

r e t her , t o par t i es , t o t he beach, mount ai n. The f i r s t  two 

year s I  went  t o a l o t  of  J apanese s oc i al s , but  t he l as t  t wo 
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year s I  gr adual l y dr i f t ed away, .«hen I  gr aduat ed I  was 

ent i r el y cut  o f f  f r om my J apanese f r i ends , even wi t h my best  

J apanese f r i end. vYe used t o go out  t o buy t he same k i nd of  

c l ot hes i n Los Angel es , but  we s pl i t  u p � I  do n ' t  know why. 

I t  was a gr adual  br eak . Thi s f r i end kept  on hi s cont act  wi t h 

t he J apanese t *r oup. Ee was popul ar  among t hem. The f i r s t  
al ong 

two y ear S I  t agged/wi t h a r oup of  boys and £ i r l s , but  d i dn ' t  

have any par t i c ul ar  dat e. To c l as s par t i es I  t ook Caucas i an 

gi r l s sever al  t i mes , and al so t o movi es . I n t he c l ass par t i es 

I  was accept ed. On a pr i vat e par t y peopl e .- atched us , and I  

f el t  a l i t t l e sel f - consc i ous . ¿,t  t i mes I  f el t  ver y sel f -

consc i ous , es pec i al l y when t hey s t ar t  t al k i ng about  me. I  

c oul dn't  hear  t hem, but  Is- new t hey wer e t al k i ng about  me. 

For  i ns t anc e, when we went  i nt o a dr i ve- v;ay t o get  a hambur ger . 

;,'hen t he t r af f i c s i gnal  s ±>s peopl e ar e l i k el y t o l ook ar ound, 
>» 'i  

and I  al ways want ed t he s i gnal  t o be on t he go. The gi r l  

however , d i dn ' t  seem t o mi nd at  a l l . 

The hi gh school  per i od was a scr ewy per i od i n my l i f e . 

I  was mor e of  a l one .el f . I  used t o go i nt o t own by mysel f  

a l l  o f  t he t i me. I  c an' t  f i gur e i t  o u t . I  used to go once 

a week by r oy&el f , because I  d i dn ' t  want  t o be ar ound J apanese. 

I  was mood t̂  t han h e l l , es pec i al l y t he l as t  year  of  hi gh 

schoo l . I  had gr eat  s at i s f ac t i on i n - ei ng and oi .< t hi ngs 

by mysel f . I n a way I  br oke away f r om my L akuj i n f r i ends 

because t hey went  on per sonal  d,at es and d i dn ' t  go ar ound i n 

smal l  gr oups. They had t hei r  own g i r l s and t hey al l  had an 
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i dea of  what  t hey want ed t o do . Consequent l y , I  was l ef t  

out  i n a way, I  d i dn ' t  have any par t i c u l ar  g i r l  t o go ar ound 

wi t h. Thi s was mai nl y i n r ay seni or  y ear . I  wai t ed t o school  

t oget her  wi t h r ay f r i end, but  we d i dn ' t  say anyt hi ng t o each 

o t her . I  do not  know how he f el t  about  i t . e d i dn ' t  have 

f r i ends i n common, f or  one t h i ng. I  met  hi m i n s i xt h gr ade 

and he l i ved onl y a h a l f  a bl ock av ay f r om me. y/e wer e l i ke 

t wi ns . We went  al l  t hr ough hi gh school  t oget her . At  t he 

end of  t he ni nt h gr ade he became i nt er es t ed i n a vocat i onal  

cour se, and I  cont i nued my academi c cour se. Ther e was a 

br eak t her e, and we d i dn ' t  have c l as s es t oget her . 

I  coul d have been accept ed by t he J apanes e. I  t al ked t o 

gi r l s l at er  and t hey sai d t hat  t hey t hought  1 \ vaa a queer  

duck . I  d i dn ' t  go t o any of  t he J apanese s oc i al s when my 

f r i end was t her e. They f i gur ed t hat  I  \ ;as t er r i f i c l y shy 

of  t he J apanese g i r l s � A l o t  o f  t hem wer e i nt er es t ed i n 

knowi ng what  I  was l i k e . My f r i end never  di d bot her  t o ex-

pl ai n or  say anyt hi ng ab ût  me. They t hought  t hat  I  was a 

snoofe, t oo . I  got  a gr eat  deal  of  s at i s f ac t i on of  r unni ng 

ar ound by mysel f  dur i ng t hat  l as t  year  i n hi gh school . I  

got  most  s at i s f ac t i on o f  go i ng t o t own by mys el f . Noyne 

woul d know t hat  I  went  on a car , go i nt o a pool  ha l l , 

not  bei ng i nt i mat e wi t h anyone. Y/e used t o go t o chcp- suey 

t oget her  and t hen per haps t o a bur l esque show/( 1 yap w&r k-

�Lt H t̂ i i s � � I  t hi nk I  coul d have j oi ned up 



i n the J apanese gr oup and coul d have been ver y happy. I n 

he l as t  year  i n hi gh school  I  d i dn ' t  t r y t o be t oo con-

vent i onal  wi t h Caucas i ans ei t her . I  j us t  want ed t o be l ef t  

al one, I  - ant ed t o go wfere I  was n't  known» 

I  d i dn ' t  know whey I  went  t o c o l l ege. I.ly f o i l s t hought  

t hat  i t  was a good i dea. Col l ege was i nt er es t i ng i n t hat  I  

was l e f t  al one f or  onc e. I  was/pushed or  t o l d/do t hi ngs , 

and l ef t  al one. Thi s was t er r i f i c al l y di f f er ent  f r om hi gh 

school . The Hakuj i n f el l ows wer e t el l i ng n.e about  r unni ng 

f or  pos i t i on and bei ng t hei r  manager , et c .�abo ut  what  I  

shoul d be do i ng. I n co l l ege t hey d i dn ' t  car e whet her  I  was 

t her e or  no t . I t  was so bi g and huge t hat  no one bot her ed 

about  me. I  f el t  f r ee and enj oyed i t . Towar d t he end of  

t he year  I  began t o be i nt er es t ed i n phot ogr aphy. I  was t ak-

i ng a ni ght  cour se i n hi gh school  i n phot ogr aphy. One ni ght  

t he i ns t r uc t or  t ook us t o t he Ar t  'vent er  School  t o see t he 

Uni t ed St at es Camer a exh i bi t i o n. I  went  because t he whol e 

ni ght  school  c l ass went . Ther e wer e no J apanes e. Al l  

Cauc as i ans �20 t o 00 year s o f  age. I  got  al ong, al t hough X 

never  t ook a pi c t ur e dur i ng t he whol e cour se. I  became qui t e 

i nt i mat e wi t h t he school  j ani t o r  because he was i nt er es t ed i n 

phot ogr aphy. He was wor k i ng h i s way t hr ough c o l l ege. I t  was 

h i s dut y t o l ock up t he pl ace af t er  ho ur s , and consequent l y 

he used to dr i ve me home af t er  we c l osed up t he p l ac e, ,/e 

had l ong bul l  sess i ons s i t t i ng i n h i s c ar . Ve t al ked about  



a l o t  o f  t hi ngs f r om hi s t o r y , phi l osophy , down to what  made 

what . I n a mont h o r  t wo we wer e qui t e i nt i mat e. Ee i nv i t ed 

me t o h i s house, and used t o have di nner  wi t h h i s f ami l y and 

used t o use hi s dar k r oom. On Sundays we used t o go on 

phot ogr aphi c t r i ps . 

( I  s t ar t ed out  wi t h a l i ber al  ar t s cour se at  UCL A). 

Af t er  seei ng t he camer a exhi bi t i on I  c oul dN't  seem to get  

I t  out  o f  my heed. I mar vel ed at  t he pr i nt s and t echni ques . 

Consequent l y even whi l e s t udyi ng at  t he uni v er s i t y , I became 

by phot ogr aphy even t hough I  d i dn ' t  even.have a camer a. 

I went  t o ,schoo l  on a bus or  somet i mes wi t h a J apanese 

f r i end I  met  at  UCLA. I  d i dn ' t  j o i n t he J apanese St udent  

Cl ub. X met  sever al  Ni s ei  f el l ow i n t he ROTC. doy Hi r ano ,  

f o r  one. I n school  i t  was al l  ver y ..pepl ystcj feal , and di dn't  

have any ot her  cont act s out s i de o f  s choo l . I  never  went  t o 

any of  t he J apanese par t i es . L at er , I  l ear ned t hat  ot her  

J apanese t hought  t hat  I  had come f r om t he Mi ddl e ..est  or  

somepl ace because I  d i dn ' t  mi x i n wi t h t he o t her s . At  UCLA 

t hey s<̂ t  on one s i de o f  t he l i br ar y . Ther e*r e two t abl es 

whi ch ar e t aboo t o Caucas i ans . I  sat  at  t he ot her  ext r eme� 

t he sout heast  end of  t he l i br ar y . I n bet ween c l asses t hey 

st<icle on west  s i de of  t oyce Ha l l . 

About  a t hi r d o f  my f r i ends v/ent  t o c o l l ege. I  met  t hem 

oc c as i onal l y . They t ook a d i f f er ent  c our se, and i n a l ar ê 

uni ver s i t y you don't  see peopl e ver y o f t en. I  used t o have 

l unch and t hi ngs t oeet her , t o f oot bal l  ¿ames, and to mov i es . 

I t  was l i ke, hi gh s c hoo l . I  went  t o a non- f r at er ni t y soc i al  



c l ub, I was al l  Caucas i an. A f r i end I met and I used t o 

go t her e. Af t er war d t hey l e f t  t own. I t ' s f unny but  I  never  

di d get  ver y i nt i mat e�c l os e enough. onl y guy t hat  1 

got  t o know pr et t y wel l  was t h i s j ani t or  i n hi gh s c ho o l . . 

He was a t o t al l y di f f er ent  k i nd o f  a guy . He v;as smar t  as a 

vi i p. Not  ver y exc l us i v e, ver y easy- goi ng, sof t - spoken, /el l -

manner ed. .. . 

I  st ayed out  of  t he uni v er i s i t y f or  a year  and wor ked. 

I  d i dn 't f eel  t hat  X was r eady f or  a cour se i n phot ogr aphy. 

So I  dec i ded t o st ay out  a year  and wqr k on my own and make 

a l i t t l e money end f i nd out  a l i e t i e mor e about  phot o raphy. 

I  want ed t o go t o Ar t  Cent er . I  hel ped my dad i n t he l aundr y , 

wor ked i n t he f r u i t  s t and, and al so as a gar dener . The guy 

I  wor ked was an I s s ei  gar dener . /or ki ng i n a mar ket  you meet  

Ni sei  k i ds , pl ay p i nbal l , and go t o a cLop- suey on Saturday 

ni ght , but  t hat  ̂ al l . 

So I  went  to Ar t  Cent er . Ther e's wher e I  met  peopl e 

t hat  wer e i nt er es t i ng. I  t hi nk t hat  was t he begi nni ng o f  my 

l i f e . I  f i nal l y got  out  of  t h i s f eel i ng, r 'oggy at mospher e. 

I  began t o see t hi ngs mor e i n pr os pec t i ve. I  f i nal l y f ound 

somet hi ng I  want ed t o do . Bef or e t hat  I  must  have been hunt -

i ng f o r  t hi s t hi ng I  want ed t o do . Her e at  t he Ar t  Cent er  I  

met  peopl e f r om a l l  over  t he wor l d. . At  l eas t , I  had a wel l -

r ounded- out  t ype oi ' i nt er es t  wher e I  coul d meet  a l l  k i nds of  

peopl e. I  r eal l y got  al ong. Those wer e t he happy days of  my 

l i f e . We a l l  had one mai n i nt er es t  i n our  l i f e . Ther e 

wer e har dl y no J apanese, and I  d i dn ' t  assoc i at e wi t h t hem. The 

ot her  J apanese d i dn ' t  want  t o assoc i at e wi t h J apanese, ei t her . 



One fel l ow from I mper i al  Val l ey was har d t o approach because 

he woul d be cool  and al o o f , I was t hat  way mys el f . Ther e 

were onl y 6 or  7 Ni sei s. Ther e was one Ni s ei  g i r l , but  I 

never  became i nt i mat e wi t h her  . At  t hat  t ime I vowed my-

s el f  t hat  I  woul d eat , dr eam, and s l eep phot ogr aphy. I  cut  

my r el at i on wi t h al l  ot her  peopl e t hat  I  knew at  ot her  

p l ac es , e ^e p t  one or  t wo � F r e d , my pal  i n hi gh school . 

I t ' s f unny , we £Ot  t o et her  agai n. He was gar deni ng. He ' s a 

t ot al l y di f f er ent  t ype from me. l i e's conser vat i ve and 

pr ac t i c al , not  much o f  a dr eamer . He f i gur es on get t i ng 

mar r i ed, and dat es . He l oves h i s mot her  and f at her , and 

want s t hem t o l i ve wi t h h i n . He f eel s t hat  hi s l i mi t s ar e 

bound. He ' s somet hi ng l i k e my br ot her . The wor st  per i od 

was t he l as t  year  i n hi gh schoo l . I  do not  know when i t  was 

t hat  we got  t oget her  agai n. I t  was a s l ow pr oc ess . V/e never  

br oke o f f , and we wer e back t oget her  acai n as f r i ends . ¿l ay � 

be he d i dn ' t  not i ce t h i s . But  I f e l t  as t hough we had br oken 

o f f . Somet i mes woul d , et  my r out  j us t  t o see hi m. 

Ther e wer e appr oxi mat el y 110 s t udent s at  t he Ar t  Cent er  

i n t he f i r s t  year  phot or r aphy c l as s . The f i r s t  t i me t he 

i ns t r uc t or  made us ¿r i ve our  name and wher e we came f r om and 

why we t ook phot or r aphy up. Ther e wer e about  t hr ee of  t hem 

I  es pec i al l y l i k ed. One was an I r i shman who sai d t hat  

he was f r om 3each v/ho t r avel ed t o J apan as a 

cabi n boy . He was i nt er es t ed i n phot ogr aphy because he want ed 

t o do t hi s on hi s t r av el s , «not her  f el l ow f r om I ndi a want ed 

t o do i t  on a r r eat  commer ci al  bus i nes s . Canadi an want ed 
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t o do publ i c i t y wor t . I  made on ef f o r t  t o meet  t hem. The 

I r i shman became a ver y good f r i end of  mi ne, «.i t hi n t hr ee 

mont hs I  was movi ng ar ound wi t h about  6 peopl e. One was an 

Ar i zona k i d . Anot her  was a Ger man f r om Long Beach and anot her  

f el l ow of  Campbel l  Soup Company, and anot her  ki d who r an away 

f r om home. .e wer e qui t e an i nt i mat e gr oup, ,/henever  v;e 

went  on a f i el d t r i p we'd go as a l i t t l e gang. Dur i ng t he 

eveni ngs when we wer e f r ee, we'd go out  t oget her . ;/e used 

t o go bowl i ng, pool  ha l l , poker , dr i nk i ng excur s i ons , r owdy 

par t i es wi t h some of  t he ar t i s t  g i r l s , ni ght  ni ght  cl ub 

( i as t - Si de Cent r al  Av enue) . At  t he begi nni ng I  f el t  k i nd o f  

f unny because I  d i dn ' t  know them ver y wel l . Consequent l y , I  

was ver y c aut i ous , f̂ t er  a year  I  became i nt i mat e because 

we wer e s t i l l  t oget her . , e shook o f f  sever al  who qui t  

s choo l . I  was never  k i cked out  o f  any p l ac e, and I  f el t  good 

¿Vv- tnoU'T Q) VI  i  l l i a 

wher ever  I  went  . W? used t o go t o :ar l  - ¿rfei -̂ s. > . 

I  di dn ' t  f eel  out  o f  pl ace at  a l l  t ak i n gi r l s t o shows, 

di nner s , hot - dog s t ands . I  guess X became mor e and mor e f r ee 

i n my t hought s and t he way I  di d t hi ngs . I  was n't  bot her ed 

any mor e. 

Somet i me i n 1940 I  met  J oe and t hose guys because I  want ed 

t o do a document ar y movi e of  J apanese and J apanese t r uck 

f ar mer s . I  hear d t hat  t her e was a gr oup cal l ed t he wr i t er ' s 
and 

l eague/ t hat  I  voul d be abl e t o get  some i deas f r om t hose 

peopl e. I  went  t o one of  t hei r  meet i ngs . I  f ound t he meet i ng 
i nt er es t i ng. I  never  saw so many scr ew- bal l s i n my l i f e . 

* 

Tsunei shf , J oe, ; o i l y , Geor ge at anube and t he whol e bunch wer e 

t her e. I  met  Togo at  h i s o f f i c e when I  want ed t o do a 
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pf cot or r aphi c shot  of  hi m f or  an ass i gnment . I  d i dn ' t  see 

much of  t hem f o r  a whi l e because X was t oo busy« X went  t o 

t he f i r s t  t wo meet i ngs and dr opped out  f o r  a l ong t i me. 

Bef or e Pear l  Har bor  we wer e chi nni ng up a l i t t l e mor e. I  

was t r y i ng t o get  on wi t h my wor k when F ear l  Har bor  came 

al ong. I ' was n ' t  t oo i nt i mat e wi t h t hem. I  i nt ended t o go 

t o New Yor k t o go i nt o commer ci al  wor k . I  was goi n; t o 

f r aduat e i n J une and we wer e evacuat ed i n Mar ch. 

Pear l  Ear bor  d i dn ' t  cause any di f f er enc e wi t h my f r i ends . 

I  had become i ndi gnant  when t hey s t ar t ed t o say " J ap s , " al -

t hough my f r i ends wer e pr et t y car ef ul  not  t o say i t  when I  

� as ar ound. At  one l ocal  bar  t he sal oon keeper  t ol d me not  

t o come because he d i dn ' t  want  any t r oubl e. He was al ways 

ni ce t o me and so I  onl y went  occas i  nal l y ear l y i n t he even-

i ng. Cur  r el at i ons hi p , however , was not  changed. At  one 

r es t sur ant  t he wai t r esses and t he F i l i p i no di shwasher  maki ng 

r emar ks at  J aps d i dn ' t  pl ease me and I  qui t  goi ng t her e. But  

t her e wer e no changes wi t h my per sonal  f r i ends . 

I  f el t  b i t t er , r esent ed, al l  t he t i ne about  bei ng 

evacuat ed. I  cont i nual l y t hought  o f  t he enj oyabl e t i mes I  

used t o have back home. I  was ver y r emj K̂  ̂ t owar d t he 

Amer i can Gover n ment . I  was s l at ed t o ent er  t he Ar my, and i t  

gr i ped me because I  was goi ng t o be dr af t ed and was n ' t . I  

' or ked t hi nni ng peaches i n Loomi s , and i t  c er t ai nl y gr i ped 

me. F i ve peopl e l i ved i n a 18 x 20 r oom. ¿ven t he f ood 

gr i ped me. Ky mot her  had t o cook on t he out s i de. I  was r e-

sent e4 t owar d t he Uni t ed St at es Gover nment /f or  al l  o f  t h i s . 

Uy f o l k s want ed t o move up t o Loomi s t o avoi d eoi ng t o 

!'anzanar . J us t  bef or e evacuat i on 1 r eal l y f e l t  l i ke I  vant ed 



�J  

12. 

t o go t o assembl y cent er  because I  had t &e wor k . 

For  pr ac t i c al l y al l  t hr ough my one mont h i n t he assembl y 

cent er , I  f el t  r esent ment . I  c oul dn' t  get  al ong wi t h t he 

peopl e and I  d i dn ' t  t r y ver y muoh. One t hi ng t hat  hel ped me 
ness 

was t he f r i endl i - o f  t he peopl e i n Loomi s. To me t hat  f r i end-

l i nes s was r eal l y somet hi ng. They t r i ed t o make me a par t  of  

t hem. So I  f i gur ed t hat  t hese P l ac er  Count y l eopl e - .ere 

r eal l y n i c e . But  i n camp I  never  gr ew i nt i mat e wi t h any 

par t i c ul ar  gr oup of  Ni s ei s �o nl y enough t o gr i pe t o t hem. I  . 

was engi neer ed i nt o t he newspaper  j ob t ecause I  t al ked t o a 

f ew peopl e. I  wasn't  ver y i nt er es t ed i n i t . I t  onl y f i l l ed 

up a gap because I  had not hi ng t o d .̂ I  was l ook i ng f or war d 

t o t he day we woul d move out  o f  .al ei 'ga. I t  was t oo smal l  
* 

and cr owded. To see t he f i el d and t he di r t i nes s of  t he 

J apanese peopl e was r eal l y d i s gus t i ng. gat i ng s l oppi l y i n 

t he mes s hal l , and g i r l s dr essed so s l o pp i l y . I  j us t  d i dn ' t  

l i ke t he whol e at mospher e. The c l i mat e was n't  so good 

ei t her �s ' amp, mosqui t oes , bugs, hot  swel t er i ng hui ;i i d heat . 

When I  f i r s t  saw Tul e Lake I  f el t  somet hi ng r el ease i n-

s i de of  mysel f . I t  was bi g enough\  t o ûnnot i ced. I  was mor e 

t han eager  t o wal l ow i n t hi s envi r onment . I  f el t  t en t i mes 

bet t er  t han di d i n Ar boga, and 100 t i mes t han I  di d i n 

I v'r r ysvi l l e. The accommodat i ons wer e much bet t er . The b l u e s t  

f ac t or  was t he i dea of  bei ng i n a huge cr owd wher e I  coul d be 



l o s t , where I coul d st ay up l at e or s l eep l at e, wher e I coul d 

do as I p l eas ed. I want ed t o do a phot o r aphi c st or y of  t hi s 

carip l i f e , I  made a br i ef  out l i ne o f  what  I  want ed t o shoot , 

and I  appr oached Tom end F r ank. I  want ed them t o be i n on 

i t  because t hey ;er e i n a pos i t i on t o hel p me i n t he s oc i al  

as pec t . They t hought  t hat  i t  was a br i l l i ant  i dea. I  

appr oached t he r i ght  par t y . Af t er  about  a mont h t hey s ai d 

t hat  i t  coul dn't  be done because we wer e i n t he �es t er n 

Def ense Command. J . wr ot e t o Lan- ge i n an F r anc i s c o , and she 

answer ed t hat  I t  was out  of  her  hands . So t hat  l ef t  me c o l d. 

At  t hat  t i me I  became i nt er es t ed i n o r gani z i ng an ar t  cl .ubt  

whi ch coul d do sket ches . Ther e wer e iiO t o 40 peopl e i n-

t er es t ed. I  � ve t hem t he out l i ne of  what  was t o be done. That  

was squel ched because you c oul dn't  r et  any s uppl i es . I  

l ear ned t hat  t he Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es d i dn ' t  have any f unds . 

Hayes sai d t hat  he - anted a mur al  dr awn f or  t he Per sonnel  

di ni ng r oom, but  he never  made any ef f o r t s t o hel p us i n t he 

ways o f  s uppl i es , e t c . I  dec i ded t hat  i t  was n't  v/i se f or  me 

t o t el l  t hem t hat  t hey 'd have t o buy t hei r  own s u p p l i e s  ̂

(t he a r t i s t s ) . So I  pave up t he ar t  c l ub. 

Ther e wer e mor e var i et y i n her e so I  got  al ong bet t er  

her e. They wer e al l  r ur al  peopl e i n x.r boaga, and not  t o o 

. . . . _ . meet  peopl e f r om di f f er ent  p l ac es , 
i magi nat i ve. I .er e you coul c  1 * 

I  t hought  t hat  1 woul d be abl e t o f i nd out  about  t he J apanese 

i  

peo p l e�t h i s was a gol d mi ne f o r  obser vat i ons on t he J apanese 

peopl e. X gr adual l y came t o r eal i ze t hat  t he J apanese as a 



whol e wer e human j us t  l i k e any ot her  peopl e. Ther e wer e 

t hi ngs t hat  I  had never  known about  t he peopl e r adual l y 

came i nt o f ocus , t hat  t hey had d i f f i c u l t i es , f ant as i es , et c , 

whi ch any peopl e has . Towar ds t he end of  t he year  I  became 

mor e and mor e qui t e t o t h i s p l ac e. Wi t h t he 
 ̂U- VyCj>V Ĉjg. 

r egi s t r at i on, however , a bomb she Tl j  ̂and made uie t hi nk 

t hat  I  shoul d get  busy and do somet hi ng. Not hi ng was wor k i ng 

out  ver y wel l �t he wv êo **  ̂ f or  i ns t anc e�I  f el t  t hat  1 

shoul d go out . The pl ace was l os i ng i t s val ue phot ogr aphi cal l y . 

I  want ed t o go out  and do a st or y on r eset t l ement , because 

t hat  was t he next  s t o r y . Si nce I  mi ssed t he l i f e of  t he 

J apanese, and t he r el oc at i on, I  f el t  t hat  t he onl y al t er nat i ve 

was t o shoot  a document ar y on t he out s i de. Consequent l y , 

t hat  was mor e or  l ess o f  a r eason t o go out  i n a hur r y . So 

I  made pl ans t o po o ut . I  was di sgus t ed wi t h a year  of  t hi s 

p l ac e. I  d i dn ' t  wr i t e any mor e af t er  a wh i l e. As l ong as 

y ou'r e uneasy about  a l o t  o f  t hi ngs you can wr i t e, but  as soon 

as you have a s l i ght  t ondonoy-  wi t h t he r es t  o f  t he peopl e 

you do n' t  car e any mor e. 

I  have been mor e or  l es s i n a quandr y about  t he r el at i on-

shi p bet ween mysel f  and t he Caucas i an and t he J apanese. Be-

i ng i n a pl ace l i k e t hi s you ar e i nf l uenced by t he I s s ei s 

and t he ot her  Ni s e i s , and t hei r  ar gument s hol d s t i l l . "You 

t r y t o t al k and act  Amer i can, but  j ust  l ook at  u s . " I f  you 

get  away f r om t hat  sor t  of  t h i ng, you s t i l l  f eel  t hat  t her e's 

an oppor t uni t y t o be accept ed by Caucas i ans . Your  wr i t e 

l et t er s t o your  Caucas i an f r i ends t o see how t hey wr i t e bac k . 

When you r ec ei ve an answer  you ar e s at i s f i ed because you f eel  
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t hat  you ar e par t  of t hem. Thi s hel ps t o bal ance t he pressure 

f r om t he ot her  s i de. I  s t i l l  f eel  t hat  I  can get pl aces even 

t hough 1*111 a J apanese because I  haven11 ac t ual l y f el t  any 

di s c r i mi nat i on. Maybe, I f  I  go out , I  mi ght . I  f eel  t hat  I  

mysel f  can get  al ong wi t h Caucas i ans . 


