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K e rn  C oun ty  S yn o p s is  
( l l i t e r v ie w in g , J a n . 31 • : 1 9 4 $ ;

K a th a r in e  Liapmala^ Com m uriity A n a ly s is  S e c t io n )

At le a s t  twQ d iギfereiat groups of people in  i§ k ep sfie id  
d if fe r  regarding the best; way to re in te g ra te； Japanese into  
Kern County. One group, of which Mayor 0ie^〇B, Acting Chief 
•of P o lice  Knight, County S h e r iff  Lustalbt> and Bev. Christenson 
of the F ir s t  Methodist Church are members, b e liev e , as the 
Mayor put organisations working expressly fo r the re -
turn of evacuees can generate more f r ic t io n  than by the prob­
lem alone and th at the le s s  said about i t  the b e t t e r . !  The 
more iioise t  be avoided Is  the {best cpiiirse to pursue,
tiie Mayor t̂ iie He, aidvis^  ©vaett^es t,p re g is te r
with the p p lice j to avoid coelcitLess and congregating witli othei* 
Japanese, and to keep in  the bacicgrou^d fo r  a w hile,
驟必繫 辑 魏 濟 奴 ^ ^ ^ 錄 駿 淺 鐵 鶴 } ! ^ ^ ^ 踢 露 解 必 滅 i 驟̂ざ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 海拷̂  禱靖域

释錄 纖 驗 儀 ；̂ ^ 遂 纖 衡 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 遞 驟 奴 落 、:袋̂̂

borne but not a l l  o f those l is te d  as "belonging to th is  group 
re e l i t  a mistake to have rescinded the ban before the end:of. 
the war• The lo y a l and d is lo y a l should be separated and when 
the war i s  over, the lo y a l should have th e ir  f u l l  Cqnstitutio^n^ 
r ig h ts , t|̂ ey S9.yf Fot* tifiose evacuees, ^wever> return ,
t i i is  gi*01̂  te e丄s i t  can best help through the individual in - 
fl^iixce 〇£ th e ir  b f f io e , p erso n ality , and co n tacts . They tend 
to te l l ,  hov/ l ib e r a l ,  how proud of being law abiding, and how
friendly、Bakersfield is* ”L_ive and let l.ive” is "the comniuiiity 1110o<J, they say. Many in this group/belong to Christenson* s church 
which has a membership of about 1000 and Another thousand of 
Ibss fornial̂ y associates* Included are several members 〇r the ci你 ：couねeil_. ■丨纖綱

fh e  second g roup  o f  f r ie n d s  o f  evacuees i s  m i l i t a n t  and
r e a l l y  c o n s is ts ^ o f  tw o s u M iv is io n s  w i t h  some o f  th e  same p e o p le  
iKt b o th * T fe  ^ i ^ e r r a c ia ] . ; G tilie  d ^ d e ^ rS u b d iv is io n ^  fe e
C ounty  s h e r i f f ,  who b e lo n g s  to  th e  f i r s t  g roup  d e s c r ib e d  a fe o v e ,- 
says t h a t  th e  n u c le u s  o f  th e  I n t e r r a c i a l  Q o u n c il i s  made up o f  
B ev. T h ro c k m o rto n  o f  th e  E a s t B a k e r s f ie ld  M e th o d is t C h u rc h .Mrs* H'dna Tillyer, and a Negro USQ in̂ri* iia^ not^give^^ It has "lousy standing^, the sheriff said: Rev. Ghristenson said more politely that it h^s a title too .big for 
what gt;is. A local Jewish womaia, several respondents ：stated, gave 15000 for inter-racial cultural relations under the inspira­tion of Miss Tillyer. Group 1 feels it is better not to meddle in iî v̂ r̂scial ia9r,tters> Mt)̂ *tter to let tiiQ&o things' cil〇ne#fT The 
second subdivision which was o^ganiged expressly because of the Japanese return is the Committee：on American Principles of Fair Flay. Rev, Christenson did riot know there was sucli a cp®niittee 
xu ana s^id.he would ô poŝ eid ifcb it i.r„ tHese weiredAmGrican principles he takes for granted he said# To i*t
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b e lo n g  R ev. Throc iano i» ton，M isa  Emma Budkm astei* (c o u s in  o f  th e  
M ayor; she has an evacuee , P h y l l i s  l i n o s h i t a ,  l i v i n g  w i t h  h e r 
and g o in g  to  B a k e r s f ie ld  «!• (?，）, L o t t i e  P h i l l i p s  (who l o s t  a 
1 o]d i n  a c o u n ty  o f f  ic e  f o r  h e r  evacuee sym p a th ie s  and v i s i t  to  
P o s to n ) , F lo s s ie  M i l l s ,  M rs . R ic h a rd s  ( la w  l i b r a r i a n ,  C o u r t 
House, an(i s e c r e ta r y  o f  CAPFP), B i l l  Leask  (YMGA sec * y ) , and 
M i* .H 6 n < i:e rs o n (? )c l^ i；rm ^ iv ? h〇 i s a l a w y e ：i i * s a i4 ; t6 J ia v e r a d i< ? a l  

le a n in g ^ .  ,M is s  B uctanaste r f o r  one i s  d o u b t fu l  o f  th e  im p u ls e  
w riic h  le a d  t l i e : ^ r 〇up to  尽p p o in t  h im  c h a irm a ri JlDedause as a s e l f -  
em ployee, he had no jo b  to "  lo s e .  T h u s l| fa r , th e  C om m ittee , w h ic h  
was s ta r te d  w i t h  th e  a id  o f  D a v is  M c E n t ire ,  has had tw o m eet­
in g s ,  a t  one o f  w h ic h  th e  M ayor p u t iri» |an  in v i t e d  ap p e a ra n ce .

變 爹 變 避 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 爾 ^ ^ 拳 i ?辨

There  a re  no o rg a n iz e d  o p p o s it io n  g ro u p s , a c q o rd in g  to  
^R e ve re n d  C h r is te n s o n .  T ro u b le ,  i f  a n y , s a id  th e  A c t in g  C h ie f  

o f  P o l ic e ,  w i l l  come fro m  ( l ) .  some o f  t h e '100 f a m i l ie s  - in  th e  
c o u n ty  w i t h  boys who a re  i n  J a p a n e s e ；p r is o n  camps o r  w ere i n  th e  

. M arch o f  D ea th  fro m  B a ta a n j s e v e ra l o f  th e  f a m i l ie s  and t h e i r  
th r e a ts  to  k i l l  Japanese were m e n tio n e d ; ( 2 ) th e  4 -F  hoodlum  ty p e ,  
c o lo re d  o r  w h i te ,  fo u n d  in % n y  w e s te rn  com m un ity , t h a t  w an ts  to  
k i l l  na J a p !, as an  easy way to  w in , g lo r y ;  some l iq u o r e d  up. p e o p le  
b e lo n g  i n  t h i s  g to .up; more th a n  h a l f  o f  th e  weekend a r r e s ts  f o r  
fe lo n y  a re  fro m  th e  tho usa nd  e x - c o n v ic ts  em ployed a t  a N a va l 
O rdnance s t a t io n  e a s te rn  K e rn  C o u n ty ; ( 3 ; F i l i p i n o s ,  and p e r ­
haps K o re a n s , e s p e c ia l ly  i n  D e lano  w h ic h  i s  a l,ho t'be ^d rt 
dead a g a in s t  th e  Japanese ; b o th  econom ic and war m o tiv e s  w ou ld  
in s p i r e  them  to  make t r o u b le ;  (4 ) N eg roe s , n o t th e  o ld t im e r s  b u t 
th o s e  who 3aave come . in to  B a k e r s f ie ld  s in c e  th e  war and ta k e n  
o v e r much o f  th e  fo rm e r Japanese com m un ity ; th e  A c t in g  C h ie f  o f  
P o l ic e  i s  a p p re h e n s iv e  a b o u t th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a N egro u p r is in g  い 
v / i th  th e  p r o p e r ty  damage t h a t  f o l lo w s |  KernJ; C ounty has had a 3〇̂  
in c r e a s e ,o f  c o lo re d  p e o p le ; ( 5 ) s e l f i s h  in t e r e s t s ,  in c lu d in g  fa rm e rs  
who b e n e f i t  fro m  Japanese b e in g  away and businessm en who have 
ta k e n  o v e r shops i n  to w n ; Jews a re  i n  th e  m a jo r i t y  i n  to w n  a l ­
th o u g h  M e x icans  as a r u le  have ta k e n  o v e r th e  r e s ta u r a n ts .

The A c t in g  C h ie f  o f  P o l ic e  spoke o f  hov/ la w  a b id in g  th e  
Japanese w ere and how h ig h ly  th e y  were re g a rd e d  by js h e ir  fo rm e r  
em ployers/*who w ou ld  be g la d  to  have them  back i f  s e n tim e n t 
w ou ld  change . He fe e ls  B a k e r s f ie ld  had a h ig h e r  ty p e  o f  Ja p a ­
nese th a n  f o r  exam ple X os A n g e le s . He d e p lo re s  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
t  he Lo s Ang e 1 e s E x a m in e ^  i ^ r  mfech l  oc a l  a n t i - J  a pane s e f  ̂  e 1 in g  
and s：ugges ted  more a r t i c l e s  l i k e  th a t  i n  S a tu rd a y  E ven ing  P o s t 
a b ou t good t re a tm e n t o f  Japanese  p r is o n e rs  by M a rin e s  on S a ip a n *
The B a k e r s f ie ld  C a l i f o r n ia n  i s  no lo n g e r  n e g a t iv e ;  J im  p a y > 
c o lu m n is t  on i t ,  has a lw ays  been f r i e n d l y ,  i t  i s  s a la *
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A c t in g  C h ie f  o f  P o l ic e  says a wfere
a t ta c k e d  ^  t ^ e r e  wcnild Ipe no c o n v ic t io n  feecause^ o^  ̂
e o tild  n o t g e t a j u r y .  C o n s e q u e n tly , o th e rs  w o u ld  t r y  t o  g e t 
away w i t h  a t卞ac|cs* Ax*viu and D e lano  w ou ld  be good p la c e s  to  
s ta y  away fro m . Lamont f e e l in g  i s  h ig h  to o .  S h a f te r  and 
Wasco d i s t r i c t s  w ou ld  be f i n e  because th e y  a re  o f f  th e  h ig h ­
way and many M e n n o n ite s , a g a in s t  whom f e e l in g  has d ie d  down, 
l i v e  a round  t h e r e . T a f t , w h ic h  a llo w s  no N egroes to  s ta y  
o v e r n ig h t ,  a ls o  has «No Japs W anted^ s ig n s .  The s h e r i f f ,  
hov/eve r, th o u g h t T a f t  o v ^ r  on th e  w est s id e  w ou ld  ta k e  i t s  
fo rm e r Japanese back iDut n o t  a few  hund red  new ones.

one to o k  th r e a ts  o f  e c b ^  b o y c o t t  s e r io u s ly .  Kev* 
C h ry ^ e n s o n  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  p e o p le  te iic i t b  b e a t c e r t a in  
f a m i l i a r  t r a i l s  as： f a r  as sho pp in g  goes and w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  
do so ; many o f  th e - Japanese shops d id  n o t  have much C a iic a s ia n  
t ra d e  I n  th e  p a s t .  The s h e r i f f  s a id  th e  M ex icans and Negroes 
w ou ld  t ra d e  w i t h  th e  Jap ane se . . ■.

營 象 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^

tfThe s c h o o ls  a r e . le v e l  h e a d e d ,"  s a id  R ev. C h r is te n s o n , 
ne added , th e  w h ite  y o u n g s te rs  a re  a f r a id  o f  th e  N egroes 

who p la y  ro u g h * The Negro e n ro llm e n t has caused a l l  th e  
t r 〇はfc l令〆 e v e ry  oれe s这 i d  • e ねas bee ii no s e f i
th e  A c t in g  C h ie f  o f  P o l ic e  s a id ,  ^because i t  iia s  been
n ip p e d  i n ； t i le  t>ud.« When th e  H a w a iia n  N is e i  b a t j t a l l i o n  was i n  
B a k e r s f ie ld  f o r  f i v e  d a y s , th e  h ig h  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n ,  he s a id ,  
t r e a te d  th e  s o ld ie r s  w e l l ,  b u t k id s  l i k e  h is  own h ig h  s c h o o l 
boy a re  r e s t le s s  w a i t in g  to  gc? irx  to  th e  Arm y, and s t a r t  i n  
nh u n t ln g  J a ^ s T, home.,

C oun ty  S h e r i f f  L t is t a lo t  summed up c o u n ty  s e n t ia ie n t in  
p e rc e n ta g e s . T h i r t y  p e r c e n t o f  th e  p e o p le  w ant Japanese 
b a c k i 4C# d o n » t o a re y  w h i le  30¢ a re  a g a in s t  th e  r e t u r n ,

ハ' へ ぐ 響 : f y  飞  F R I  E N D L Y ，:.:.、
丨達的羞̂^^^^^^^^̂ ^̂ ^^^^^^^^！̂̂^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ く ^ ^ ^ ^ ^̂ ^ ^ ^ 馨 ギ ^ ^

1 . D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y s  G i l l  and Tom b c o t t ,  S c o t t  has son 
i n  th e  P a c i f ic *  .

；?• ?1*:^<?±这致王 perm drm nm ar S c h o o l•

3 . A bou t a hu nd red  f a m i l ie s  i n  c o u n ty  w i th  boys i n  Japanese 
p r is o n  camps; some were i n  wM arch o f  D e a th .n
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F R I E  N B L I

1 .  Emma B u ckm a s te r, te a c h e r  a t  Wm, Penn S c h o o l, c o u s in  o f  
M a yo r, ta u g h t  Japanese M e th o d is t  Sunday S c h o o l, bough t an 
evacuee house .

2 . L o t t i e  P h i l l i p s ,  r e c e p t io n is t  C i t y  H a l l  In fo r m a t io n  
D esk, r e t i r e d  bank woi*Ker, M e th o d is t ,  l o s t  jo b  i n  C oun ty  ， 
A u d ito r s  o f f i c e  because o f  v i s i t i n g  P o s to n  on  h e r  v a c a t io n *

3* F lo s s ie  M i l l s ,  te a c h e r ,  sh a re s  house w i t h  L o t t i e  
P h i l l i p s .  These th r e e  a re  f r ie n d s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  1  and 2*

4* H ev. T h ro c k m o rto n , E. B a k e r s f ie ld  M e th o d is t  C hu rch , 
s y m p a th e tic  w i th  1 and 2, and l i k e  them  c o n s id e re d  e x tre m e ly  
p ro -e v a c u e e #

5• M iss  R ic h a rd s , Law l i b r a r i a n ,  C o u rt House, s e c r e ta r y  
C om m ittee  on A m e rica n  P r in c ip le s  and P a ir  P la y ,  to  w h ic h  above 
4' "be long .

6 . M r. H enderson ( ? ) , la w y e r who i s  C ha irm an o f  th e  Com麵 
m it te e ,  i s  c o n s id e re d  a ^ r a d i c a l , «

. More c o n s e rv a t iv e  f r i e n d l y  p e o p le  a re :

7 . Mayor S iem on, c o u s in  o f  1 , member G h r is te n s o n *s  M e th o d is t

身̂^^^露、象 : 象 ^ ^ 尋 . 壤 篇 露 ^ ^ ^^命 泰 ネ 请 皆 ^ ^ ^ ^  ^；''^

8 . K ev. N. A, C h r is te n s o n , F i r s t  M e th o d is t C h u rc h , was a 
c h a p la in  in ,W o r ld  Tfii!̂ r  I, S c a n d in a v ia n  bo rn *

9 .  A c t in g  C h ie f  o f  P o l ic e  K n ig h t ,  n e w ly  to o k  jo b  to  re p la c e  
C h ie f  Powers who was a p p o in te d  t o (̂ n o t h e r  .iob by G ove rno r 
W a rre n ; K n ig h t i s  a B a p t is t ,  o r  a t  le a s t  h is  w ife  i s .  Hobby 
i s  s tu d y in g  Communism i n  o rd e r  to  e l im in a te  i t .  A s in c e re ,  
p la in . k in d  o f  p e rs o n , s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d , has w e l l  o rg a n iz e d  
comments on Japanese p ro b le m , w i l l  t r y  to  do h is  d u ty  to  th e 4t̂i 
best o f  h is  a b i l i t y  i n  h is ' new jo b .  Has son o ve rse a s  in  P a c i f ic

l 〇. S h e r i f f  L u s t a lo t ,  fo rm e r  t r u a n t  o f f i c e r  and h ig h  s c h o o l 
coac^i| a c te $  and ta lk e d  cagey i n  c o n t r a s t  to  9； p ro fe s s e s  to  
be d is i l l u s io n e d  w i th  Japanese because young evacuee f r ie n d  
m is t r a n s la te d  Japanese docum en t. An evacuee qu o te s  h im  as 
s a y in g , «You c a n Tt  t r u s t  any o f  them , even l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n . w 
Now, as p a r t  o f  h is  d u t ie s ,  w i l l  do w ha t 3ae can , he s a y s , to  
p re v e n t t r o u b le  f o r  r e tu r n in g  Japanese .

^ '11 • nB i l l «  Le ask , s e c r e ta r y  o f  YMCA, s a id  to  have s ta r te d  
b a l l  r o l l i n g  f o r  F a i r  P la y  C om m ittee ,
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12 , Grace B i r d ,  p r in c ip a l  ot B a k e r s f ie ld  J u n io r  C o lle g e ,
good f r ie n d  of* evacuses and re s p ^ c ts d  by c o n s © rv a t iv e  re s — 
p o n d e n t s • m 4

13 . F ra n k  H eron  S m ith ,

14^ J im  D a y -  a u th o r  o f  co lum n nP ip e fu ls «  i n  B a k e r s f ie ld  
C a l i fo r n ia n ,^ h a s  a lw a ys  been f r i e n d l y  to  evacuees; p r in t s  
s t o r ie s  o f  N is e i  s o ld ie r s ;  recommended by a l l  re s p o n d e n ts  as 
a good p e rso n  to  t a l k  t o .

各̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 塗̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^修^^^^^^^^
15 . D r . Thomas N e ls o n .

16 . Leo H a r t ,  C ou n ty  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  S c h o o ls .
黎̂^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ギ̂ !^

17» I n t e r r a c i a l  C o u n c il  (Rev* T h ro c k m o rto n , H a b b i Jack
L e v y , M rs . T i l l y e r ,  Negro USO. man, M iss  MeMams) ,

A t t i t u d e  n o t knovm: C i t y  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  S choo ls  ̂ C o m p to n .



interview with 
Mr. Slemon*
Mayor of Bakersfield
Jan# 31> 1945 K* Luomala

C Analysis Section

Thaabnail
Rev. Cliristenson^ Methodist Church, made an appointment 

with the Mayor for me. I went to his law office where I felt 
a little as if I were at a state audience. At one point the 
Mayor rose, paced the floor, and gave me what was, I presiame^ 
a piece of a speech he was planning for his coming campaign 
to fee re-elected mayor* He was pleasant and tried to make 
an appointment for me with his cousin, Miss i5mma Buckmaster, 
who has an evacuee girl living with her and going to Bakers- 
field Junior Co丄lege♦

Summary of Interview
Mrs. Richards, Law Librarian at the Court House, is on 

a coxmnlttee recently formed to aid in the return of Japanese, 
the mayor said* He could not recall the name of the committee 
though he attended one of the first meetings as a guest.Tit is 
the Com. on Amer. Pr. & Fair Play) * The mayor recommended 
talking to her and tried to get her on the phone.

The feeling about the Japanese retuana balances^ lie said.
He has talked the matter over in the various civic organizations 
he belongs to like the Defense Cotmcil^ He has not the slightest 
apprehension that there will be any trouble but he would advise 
returning evacuees to avoid cockiness and prominence. Also it is 
in advisable for them to congregate together. If they will follow 
this advice^ there should not be the slightest trouble# The 
Mayor who spoke in a friendly and sincere tone said it would "be 
helpful if returning evacuees would register with the police, 
let the police 3mow th^r are back so if people call up the 
police station and say they saw a Japanese and feel suspicious, 
the police can say they 3mow this Japanese is here and explain 
that it is all right for him or her to be in Bakersfield, ettc.
The Mayor thought this would also make things easier for the evacuee» if the evacuee will do this and t£en tinassumingly 
keep out of the limelight everything would be all right.
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People^ he continued, are not Just ready yet to accept Japanese back so it is well to keep in the background a little. 
11 tend not to doubt *th.e Mayor*s sincerity in making the above 
suggestions as I do not recall that at any point did he recom­
mend that evacuees not return for awhile. This is truly re-
marlcable， 在s he was one of the few respondents who didn 丨t make such a recommendation*, He just talked about what they should do as they come back.)

Only a few firebrands would be disposed to treat them unfairly. Sproulfs address helped a lot (Pres. Sproul*n.C,V 
T think tlie M-yor was here referring to the published welcome 
of University of California to evacuee students*

11As f"or the H.S* children, the Mayor continued, I know but usually in our town the students are successful in 
ignoring racial differences^ (This seems to be the general 
town attitude as well*) Leave them alone> keep away, is what 
they do. It is the best method, he added. The Pasadena ex­
periment, he went on, shows there was a bad reaction at first 
to this girl (Esther Takei) but later she was accepted* If 
handled diplomatically, there woialdnft have been the first response.

The mayor then told of the Bakersfield experiment com­
parable to that in Pasadena. His consin, Eioma Bukmaster, who 
used to teach in the J• Methodist Simday School and teach 
grammer, has a Japanese American girl living with her now.
The girl, Phyliss Kinoshita, goes to Bakersfield Jimior College, 
and has recently come* The Mayor siid he questioned the advis­
ability a little of what he cousin is doing but said it was her 
business# He said his cousin has always had a missionary streak. 
She lives at 1826 -2nd St. (2-8832V. Lothie Phillips who works 
in the City Hall is also much interested like Miss Buckmaster in he丄ping evacuees.

The Mayor then said that he felt that organizations 
(to help evacuees) can generate more friction than the problem 
alone does* The less said, the better, hefeels. nThe more noise 
that can be avoided is the best course to pursue,ff he declared. (This is also Rev* Christenson1s attitude.)
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The Mayor then went on to say that Bakersfield is and 
lilts beBn always a lilDeral and friendly city —  too friendly 
sometimes, he added as an af'ter'tliougli't♦ His later remarks，some of which lie made on hdLs feet almost as if* from a plat-
form, are of interest in understanding Bakersfield spirit.
The Mayor has been in Bakersfield for 36 years. He remembers that 
"tiie second time lie nietj as a newcomerf on© of leading citizens 
this man greeted him, a young man, with a very friendly, ^How do you do, Mr, Seimon.n (The Mayor told this with as much pleasure 
as if it were yesterday not 36 years ago•)

Bakersfield has always prided itself on its friendliness* 
Only one man, the Mayor 3S-id9 has ever held against him his 
fight years ago.against vice, prostitution, and gambling* Even 
the underworld, jwaders did not act like th© editor of the 
Bakersfield Californian who did not speak to Mr* Siemon for 
25 years because the editor^ brother had been caught in the 
clean-up dragnet* Finally the editor sent word thru a mutual acquaintance that he thought it was the younger man's business 
(that is, the Mayor1 s) to make the first friendly move* The 
olive branch was accepted, and now the Editor who would not 
even print Sismon^s name in the paper all these years (except 
perhaps to criticize) now embarrasses the Mayor by his over 
frequent flattering references*
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( I n te r v ie w in g ,  Jan * 29 and 3 0 , 194,5; 

K a th a r in e  Luom a la , Com m unity A n a ly s is  S e c t io n )

The v i s i t  o f  a b o u t 30 ra n c h e rs  and businessm en o f  th e  D in iib a -  
O ro s i d i s t r i c t ,  fo rm e r  c e n te r  〇r  Japanese p o p u la t io n  i n  T i l la r e  
C p u n ty , tp  J p iir i Xamainoto and. K ; ^ a s h d ro , evacuees l i v i n g
on. ^a iaam otof s O ro s i ra n c h , le d  f e e l in g  a g a in s t  th e  r e tu r n  〇r  th.6
Japanese to : ru n  h ig h ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  D inuba  S e n t in e l  on J a n轉 
u a ry  26* Evacuees Were a d v is e d  t t o t  t k e l r  Te fe iirh  toe fd re  th e  end oi*
t3ie wa^ l e a d ^ a n x i  s lto u id  le a v e  b e fo re  J a n u a ry  30 .

絞 紙 *擬 鱗 :祝 免 - .’舞辑 通^^微^^零龙 」蜂鮮̂̂

Though i t  i s  s a id  T u la re  C oun ty  new spapers g e n e r a l ly  do n o t p r in t  
c o u n ty  news a b o u t o th e r  th a n  t h e i r  own tow n^ th e  V is a l ia  T im ^
D e lta  c a r r ie d  a f r o n t  page s to r y  (J a n . .27) based on th e  S e n t in e l  
a cco u n t*  T he re  was no e d i t o r i a l  cotnraent, how ever, w h i le  th e  I n t e r ­
v ie w e r was i n  V is a l ia .  ノン观 ' $ 命5 リ^ /  X界 “ ぃ ぐ ' * * ン， 、 r 拎

$ 轉靜i密密:鐵薇̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^我魂雜 4挪 A 梁暫 ^ ^ ^ 證 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 鱗 禪 寶 ! 改 ^ ! ^ 写 ^ ^ ^ ^ 益 ^ ^ 趣 瓣遵辑 
ゆ 泰 鲁 _ | | 1 : 凝 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ® ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 漆 雜

C oun ty  Farm A g e n t1 s o f f i c e  t o ld  th e  in te r v ie w e r  
t h a t  tiife _c〇u n ty  f e e l in g  was n o t  a g a in s t  in d iv id u a l  Japanese b iiit 

^ aP^nese as 〇• g ro u p  • tt3foU e i t # ^  l i k e  tiiem  〇t* y 〇ti d o r  
l i k ^ をhem” , he s a ia ， B o th  T k s h iro  and Xさmamoto were h ig h ly  r e s -  
p e c te d  r e s id e n ts  b e fo re  e v a c u a t io n . T a s h iro ,  f o r  exam p le , has been

M e th o d is t p re a c h e r i n  O r o s i ,  ：\ ，v

M r* O scar H e m p h il l ,  C oun ty  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C om m iss ione r, who was i n -
f J a te d . t h 2 t  th e  count y  f e l t  i t  a m is ta k e  to  re s c in d  th e

^ 〇- i^er 〇T*̂ -pth € 4en5 〇f ^ he w ar because th e  evacuees who re tu rn e d  to  
C a l i f o r n ia  homes w ere exposed to  dange r because o f  h o s t i l e

anT?TS$d by }osses o f  r e la t i v e s  i n  th e  P a c i f i c  w a r.
HS Cf 1^ C i5 e^  th e  0VrI f o r  r e l ®a s in g  th e  wM arch o f  Death« s to r y

ca g ^ v e s  ̂ s a y in g  t h a t  more th a n  a n y th in g  e ls e  i t  
had in f la m e d  th e  p u b l ic  a g a in s t  th e  Japanese , He s a id  evacuees s h o u ld
I P r I ^ i n  r e lo c a t io ^  ^  lo n g  as th e re  a r f  ̂ r e e n t e r s  and

^ SeKWefe.Jem〇Ved t 〇 th?m - W3aen the interviewer ^he th o u g h t a b o u t th e  c o s t  o f  m a in ta in in g  such  c e n te rs ,  ke s a id  th e  
c〇| t  w^s n o th in g  i f  one l i f e  c o u ld  t h e r lb y  be s p a re d !% ^ o w  can a 
i i f ^  be measured i n  a〇l l a r s  and ^cents?»f M  in q u ir e d .  F r ie n d s  o f  th e  
T 4 1 T H  a re  ad7 l s i ^  them  to  ^ m a in  i n  th e  c e n te rs ,  he s a M ^  and
D t〇n e r t v eandaw r i ^  V is a l ia  la w y e r ,  unnamed, who h a n d ie s  evacuee 
p r o p e r ty  a n d ^ w r ite s  them  to  s ta y  away u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  w a r. M r*

没 0 如 e sh?r j f £ ’ s ? f f i c e  a S s a y in g  when th e  ban was
㈣ 她 e s in c e  t h a t  〇 m e e  福 職 e w ork 麵
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S h e r i f f  S . B .  Sherman and D ep u ty  D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y  John H.
L o cke , J r . , who in v e s t ig a te d  t i i e / ^ i s i t  o f  th e  3〇 ra n c h e rs

bu s inessm en^ - n a n n y f 1 gjoprvp^-i-np- to  th e  F resno  Bee, (^a n *
27) that〆(p^b th e  re q u e s t o f  WRA、 th e re  was no v io le n c e *
Locke th o ^ ig ir t th e  c o u n ty  w o u iS -fia ve  none e x c e p t fro m  ni n d i ­
v id u a l  ho th e a d s  wiio m i每 h t  a r 611sed by l i q u o r  o r  b rb o d in g
o v e r c a p tu re  o r  s la y in g  o f  t h e i r  sons i n  th e  war w i th  J a p a n .n

W o r r e l l  hati nnich t o  saine fe e d in g , s a y in g  th a l:  P t i ie
p e o p le  w ere 0，K* lout th e  1% o f  i r r e s p o n s ib le  c i t i z e n s  w ou ld  
cause t r o u b le ,

纖愈薄 鱗 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 鱗 經 褒 發 A纖 潔 ^ ^ ^ 蠻 辭 ^ ^ ^ ^ ブ ^ ^

W o r r e l l  q u o te d  a ra n c h e r  as p r e f e r r in g  Japanese to  th e  M e x ica n . 
F i l i p i n o ,  and Negro fa rm e rs  who have moved o n to  Japanese 
fa rm s . These o th e r  g ro u p s , th e  ra n c h e r t h in k s , have an even 
lo w e r s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g  th a n  th e  Jap ane se . O f ranche s  fo rm -  

l e r l y  o c c u p ^ ie d  by Jap ane se , f o r r e l l  and t h i s  ra n c h e r f ig u r e  
t h a t  th e  w h i te s ,g o t  8 /16> th e  F i l i p i n o s  4 /1 6 ,  th e  M exicans 
そ/ 16， and th e  N egroes a b o u t 1 /1 6 . Some F i l i p i n o  te n a n ts >  i t  
i s  th o u g h t , m ig h t r e s i s t  Japanese owners t r y in g  to  r e g a in  
le a s e d  X^na;. Though men i r i  t i ie  C oun ty  ； A ge rit * s o f f i c e  q u o te d  
o th e rs  as c r i t i c i z i n g  th e  Japanese s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g  and seemed 
tQ co n cu r w i t h  th e s e  c r i t i c i s m s ,  th e y  a ls o  t o ld  o f  f a m i l ie s  
w i th  gpod homesV J u s t  b e fo re  ev^tn i£Lti^)n， N is e i  were in c r e a s in g ly  
ta k in g  p a r t  i n  Community a c t i v i t i e s *  Some were a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o l le g e  g ra d u a te s. ,

Though th e  c o u n ty  went D em ocra t i n  th e  l a s t  e le c t io n ,  m ost o f  
th e  more v o c a l and e s ta b l is h e d  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  c o u n ty  a re  
v i o l e n t l y  a n t i-N e w  D e a l. The V is a l ia  T im e s -D e lta ,  n e a r ly  e v e ry  
d a y , c a r r ie s  an a n t i - a d m in is t r a t io n  e d i t p r i a l  and uses th e  s t y le  
o f  th e  H e a rs t pape rs  i n  p u t t in g  c e r t a in  se n te n ce s  in t o  c a p i t a l  
l e t t e r s .  I t  has /been p o in t in g  s t o r ie s  o f  n e g a t iv e  in c id e n ts  i n -  
v o X ^ ih g  evacuees, dn 23 , a f r o n t  w g e  h e a d lin e ' recommended
wGovernai6n t  s h o u ld  e a re  f o r  in d ig e n t  N ips«  and qu o te d  a C a l i f -  
o r n ia  l e g i s l a t o r  * s o p in io n .  On J a n u a ry  20 , i t  re p o r te d  th e  
p re se n ce  o f  armed gua rds  a t  th e  D o i fa^m  i n  A ubu rn  and th e  ra n ­
s a c k in g  o f  an evacuee home a t  H a n fo rd  p resum ab ly^  by a c h i l d . .
t e i l e  th e  D inuba  S e n t in e l  has been v e ry  n e g a t iv e ,  i t  C a r r ie d ； much 
to  M r. W o r r e l l* s  amazement, a s to r y  a b o u t a C oun ty  boy g e t t in g  
a P urp i.e  H e a rt and m e n tio n e d  o th e r  N is e i  s o ld ie r s  • T ile  F resno  
Bee has T u la re  C oun ty  i n  i t s  r a d iu s  o f  in f lu e n c e  arid c o u n ty  p e o p le  
send l e t t e r s  p ro  and con  to  t i ie  Bee.
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As i n  o th e r  c o u n t ie s ,  T u la re  C oun ty  a n ti-J a p a n e s e  r e e l in g  goes 
back to  th r e e  o r  fo u r  decades ago when th e  Japanese s ta r te d  
to  come in t o  th e  a re a .；：?̂ The h ig h  degree  o f  h o s t i l i t y  can  be 
Judged fro m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  re s p o n d 铉n tさ i r i  M erced and S ta n is la u s  
C o u n tie s  w ou ld  t a l k  a b o u t a n t i粉Japanese f e e l I n  presncJ a n d  
T u la re  C o u n tie s >  as i f  i t  w ere e a s ie r  t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  c le a r l y  
d e f in e d  h o s t i l i t y  th e re th a n  th e  h a z ie r  and le s s  in te n s e  Ip ad 
f e e l in g  i n  t h e i r  own p re s e n t com m un ity .

識 ^ ^ ^
L in d s a y  and E x e te r  (T u la re  C o u n ty ) , a c c o rd in g  to  a M erced r e s ­
ponden t , have had no use f o r  th e  Japanese e v e r s in c e  tw o b ig  
C aucas ian  ra n c h e rs  many y e a rs  ago f i r e d  t h e i r  o th e r  h e lp  and 
to o k  on Jap ane se . The d is p la c e d  w o rk e rs  h itc h e d  up t h e i r  wagons 
and ra n  th e  Japanese o u t o f  to w n ,yte 暴 ^ 匁! ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
I n  l a t e r  y e a rs ,  th e  c lo s e ly  k n i t  and f i n a n c i a l l y  s u c c e s s fu l 
econom ic o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f  th e  Japanese w ere g r e a t ly  re s e n te d  
by non-Japanese  .ra nche rs  and bus inessm en. The same c o m p la in ts  
were made i r i  T u la re  C oun ty  as i n  M erced and o th e r  c o u n t ie s .
The Japanese b o u g h t a l l  t h e i r  fa rm  s u p p l ie s ,  seeds, and o th e r  
equ ipm ent th ro u g h  Japanese b ro k e rs  and p rodu ce  houses wiio 
f in a n c e d  tiie n i and th e n  bo ugh t th e  c ro p *  C aucas ians  la c k e d  as. 
e f f i c i e n t  an o r g a n iz a t io n  f o r  t h e i r  ra n c h e rs ,  and th e  b u s in e s s  
men weでe in d ig n a n t  because th e y  l o s t  Japanese s a le s  t h a t  th e y ^  
b e in g  e s ta b l is h e d  i n  th e  c o u n ty ,  f e l t  th e y  s h o u ld  have . F u r ­
th e rm o re , as th e  p e o p le  i n  th e  County. A g e n t1 s o f f i c e  s a id  i n  
c o n t in u in g  t h e i r  a cco u n t o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y ,  th e  Japanese k e p t 
among th e m se lve s  s e c re ts  o f  r a is in g  more and b e t t e r  p ro d u c e . 
B e s id e s  th e  d is a d v a n ta g e s  to  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o u n ty  r e s u l t in g  
f to m  th e  e s tc iu e itre  econom ic a rra n g e m e n ts，n 〇]a垂Japanese r e l t  
t h a t  t れe与e c o o p e ra t iv e s  ke pす JTananese and G d iid s ia rx s  fro m  
g e t t in g  t o  know each o th e r  "b e tte r *

霧〉禮 象 讓 墙 丨 逢 長 1̂^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 系霧 

No T u la re  C o u n ty  tow n was la r g e  enough to  have a c le a r l y  m arked 
O r ie n ta l  sh o p p in g  d i s t r i c t • V is a l ia  has a s h o r t  b id c lc  o i  
C h inese  and Japanese sho ps , b u t ,  as M r. G i l l f i l l a n ,  C bun ty  A g e n t, 
p o in te d  o u t th e y  c a te re d  to  no p a r t i c u la r  ra c e .  Many n o n - 
Japanese ra n c h e rs  tra d e d  a t  th e  H, Sumida s to r e  beeause i t  o f te n  
c a r r ie d ;  s u p p lie s  la c k in g  i n  o t i ie r  geri0i?a l s to r e s .

T u la re  C oun ty  la g s  b e h in d  any o th e r  V a l le y  c o u n ty  v is  ite < i i n  
e f f o r t s  t o  w o rk  f o r  b e t t e r  p u b l ic  a cce p ta n ce  o f  r e tu r n in g  
ê B.on$eSf T h e te  a r«  m ore o f ; t j ie  f r l e i i d l y  nle s s  s a id  th e  b e t t e r 11 
p e o p le , i i i e  t im e  i s  n o t y e t  r i p e ,  th e  C ou n ty  S u p fr - in te n a e n t o f  
S c h o o ls , M r. N ic k e l ,  th o u g h t f o r  open e f f o r t s  to  c o u n te ra c t  th e  
n e g a t iv e  f e e l i n g . The ^ o v e r m e n t ,  he s a id , : s h o u ld  speak more 
c o u ra g e ^ o u s ly  and b r in g  p re s s u re  so t h a t  p e o p le  can speak o u t 
W ith o u t fe a r  £ o r .evacuees. As f a r ,as th e  in te r v ie w e r  was a b le
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t 6 d e te rm iia今， o n ly  orie pxiねl i e  s ta t# m e r it  ■ 玖s 與往d f  toy a
f r i e n d l y  pe rson * A c c o rd in g  to  th e  F re sn o  Bee (Jan* 2 7 ) ,  M iss  
Vanya Oakes t o ld  th e  T u la re  A d u lt  Weekend S ch o o l a t  T u la re  th a t  
m is tre a tm e n t o f  evacuees w i l l  have an a d ve rse  e f f e c t  on A s ia t ic  
r e la t io n s *  A s ia  w ou ld  ^udge th e  s in c e r i t y  o f  o u r d e m o c ra tic  
Id e a ls  by o u r t re a tm e n t 6f  evacuees, she d e c la re d .  R everend 
E, V . H e z n ia ll,  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r ia n  G h u rc ii, V is a l ig t ,  s k i r t e d  th e  . 
s u b je c t  o f  r e tu r n in g  Japanese i n  a t a l k  b e fo re  th e  V is a l i a  
K iw a n is  C lu b  a day o r  tw o o e fo re  th e  in te r v ie w e r  a r r iv e d .  He 
a tte m p te d , he s a id ,  to  d is c u s s  r a c ia l  p r e ju d ic e  i n  g e n e ra l and 
to  use th e  N egroes as an exam p le♦ He hoped , he t o ld  th e  i n t e r *  
v ie w e r , t h a t  th e  l i s t e n e r s  w ou ld  app ly , th e  g e n e ra l p r in c ip le s  
to  th e  lo c a l  Japanese p ro b le m . The in te r v ie w e r  had fro m  Mr*
H e m p h ill e x a c t ly  how one l i s t e n e r  a p p l ie d  th e s e  p r in c ip le s .  M r. 
H em philX  a t  g r e a t  le n g th |d $ c la r e d  t h a t  T u la re  C o u n ty；；：.fe lt  e x a c t ly  
th e  same way a b o u t th e  Japanese th e  S o u th e rn e rs  d id  a b o u t th e  
N eg roes . H is  s y m p a tliie s  w i t h  th e  S o u th  have r is e n  as a r e s u l t  
o f  th e  le c t u r e ;

T u la re  C o u n ty , l i k e  F re sn o  C o u n ty , has many l i t t l e  tow ns w h ich  
a re  v e ry i in d e p e n d e n t i n  s p i r i t  o f  each o th e r .  C o n s e a u e n tly , 
each tow n  w ou ld  p ro b a b ly  need to  be w orked  on s e p a ra te ly  to  
d e v e lo p  a f r i e n d l y  s p i r i t  to w a rd  r e tu r n in g  evacuees. H ow ever, u n l ik e  
F re sn o  : a s tro n g  g roup  i n  V is a l ia  m ig h t le a d
th e  way f o r  o th e r  tow ns by s e t t in g  an exam p le . M r. H e zm a ll w i l l  
be g la d ,  l ie .  s a id ,  to  have a Vî RA r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  sp^ak a t  one o f  
th e  b iw e e k ly  M in i s t e r i a l  U n io n  m e e tin g s  to  ic h  he' w ou ld  i n v i t e  
lo c a l  le a d e r s .  Mr* W o r r e l l  and M r. R o b e rt P o n t iu s ( th e  l a t t e r  i s  
p a s t p r e s id e n t  o f '; th e  V is a l i a  Chamber o f  Cojumerce and a t  p re s e n t  
d i s t r i c t  FSA s u p e rv is o r  i n  F resno ) w ou ld  p ro b a b ly  recommend th e  
most s u i t a b le  p e o p le  to  be in v i t e d  to  such  a m e e tin g . Tu la i*e  
J u n io r  C o lle g e  p e o p le  were n o t c o n ta c te d  and no re s p o n d e n t men­
t io n e d  t h e m * 公ハ' ぐバ¥ 、二 ' / づ 編 _

L̂> J a r . W o r r e l lv  C ounty  Farm  A d v is o r  on T ru c k  C rd ts  f o r  7 
y e a rs ;  g o t t o  know m 铎 ny Tulare C oun ty  N i& e l a t  D a v is  Agricmltur社1  
C o lle g e ;  Jmows many Japanese f a m i l ie s  in t im a t e ly  and has su cce ss ­
f u l l y  in c re a s e d  th e  t r u c k  c ro p  acreage  i n  th e  c o u n ty  e x p e c ia l ly  
among Japanese* He seems to  have done more t o  in te g r a te  N is e i  
fa rm  boys and g i r l s  in t o  c o u n ty  l i f e ,  th ro u g h  th e  medium o f  th e  
4-H  C lu b , th a n  any o th e r  p e rs o n . He k ^ w s  th e  c o u n ty , i s  e n e r g e t ic ,  
and t a lk s  a b o u t th e  Japanese w i t h  f r i e n d l y  o b j e c t i v i t y .  Home & 
o f f i c e  i n  V i s a l i a .  tMCA le a d e r ,  a c t iv e  i n  c h u rc h  (H a m ilto n 's  
M e th o d is t? ) . ハU

r  E N D L I
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2* Mr* and M rs* Guy H u s to n , S u lta n  c ro s s - ro a d s  s to re  ow n e rs , 
b ig  cxiurch. w〇2?ic6rs^M S3.j.d t o  iiav© ii&d conf*id.6ncG of* Japs.H6S6 

ciore th a n  any o th e r1 C auca .s ians j a re  now a d v is in g  evacuees n o t 
t o  come back t i l l  a f t e r  th e  w a r. M rs . H u s to n , e x p e r t  tom a to  ■ 
p a c k e r , used to  w ork  f o r  M r. S a k a g u e ix i* ^ f t

^  Pi  R?V-,' S* F * H e z m a ll> F i r s t  P re s b y te r ia n  C h u rch , head o f  
狐i n i きt e r i a ：l 鄉 上 电 棚 細 an紅 , see Comes fro m
a roun d  Bay A re a ; in te r e s te d  i n  r a c ia l  p ro b le m s ,

4* H a m ilto n , M e th o d is t C h u rch , K iw a n is ,  e ld e r l y ,  re c e n t
newcpmer fro m  L o d i where he kn^w many Jap ane se • F e e ls  th e y

f o r  a w h i le  as r e t u r n  v / i l l  c re a te  p rob lem s* 
W ould p ro b a b ly  le n d  m o ra l s u p p o r t b u t w ou ld  n o t  be a le a d e r • 
In te r v ie w e d .  、 、ず ” ；驚!冷̂ ^ ^ V パ 耀れ

4 .^1  ^ v# N ic k e l ,  Co. S u p t.  S choo ls  and P e n te c o s ta l
:濟 琢 泛 總 ， v e ry  c a u t io u s  b u t i s  a l l  f o r  C h r is t ia n  id e a ls  i f  n o t 
*too nniCxi p re s s u re  ifro in  t i ie  o t l i6 r  s id e *  Was In te rv ie w ^ f i#

n ^ f S 5 ° f i s  B row n> s a id  to  be on Co* S ch o o l B o a rd ; on WRA 
l i s t ♦ O ut o f  tow n  whBu in te r v ie w e r  was i n  V is a l ia #

and M r, M oore , C ounty  Farm A d v is o r s ,  a re  
d ip lo m a t ic a l l y  n o n -c o m m ita l a b o u t t h e i r  own a t t i t u d e  b u t a re

s w L gri n um c % ^ L ^ ^  if there was a
8 .M r. R o b e rt P o n t iu s ,  FSA S u p e rv is o r ,

U_.N F H I  B H m i  Y . ド 礎 謂

O scar H a m p h il l ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C om m iss ione r o f  T u la re  Co. In te r v ie w e d ,  V i s a l i a .  luxc ixe

, F lo y d ,  e ld e r ly  D in u b a n , w ild , ho w eve r, i s  s a id  to
nn+Ŵ i ^ 1 Tf〇rmed 〇n ? ° ^ n t y a t t i t u d es and i n f l u e n t i a l .  He dbes 

t  li^ c e  J"aps>nese and f e e ls  the^y si1011I d  n o t r e t u r n .

3 . C ounty Farm L a b o r B oa rd . H ow ever, th e y  a re  s a id  to  be 
q u ie t in g  aown and do n o t j i r g u e  v e h e m e n tly  i f  i t  i s  s u g H e s te i 
th e  c o u n ty  m ig h t be g la d  t h i s  y e a r  to  g e t evacuee la b o r *
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A t t  itu a  e Unknown
，l v  M r. D a v is ,  S u p t. S c h o o ls , D in u b a , R o ta ry ,  a t t i t u d e  u n -  

known b u t s a id  t o  be w e l l  in fo rm e d  on c o u n ty  s e n t im e n t,  e t c •
迦 释 趨̂ ^ ^ ^盤’4懸 章 : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 邏 終 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ 1̂ ^^

 ̂ 2 , L e s te r  K Ig g in s ,  ranche r, who h a n d le s  Jaoanese-ow ned 
property^ 、 く  v響 -が ：̂^P ® / 與 卜

M r, P a u l F is c h e r  o f  F re 3n〇', p ro b a b ly  has many 1110re  names
p ro  and c o ru . The above a re  p e o p le  エ p e r s o n a l ly  he a rd  a b o u t.
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♦ Interview with Mr • Worrell,
County Farm Advisor on Truck Crops, 
Tulare County, Visalia,
January 29,1945.

Thumbnail
Mr. Worrell is a young man who went to Davis Agricultural College where he made 
many Japanese friends whom he kept in oontaot with when he met them again in 
Tulare Couzi'by* Lik© him, the Nisei specialized in Agrioulture which made a strong 
bond "between them* He has been in the job aboû b seven years* Hs suggested the
names of Hamilton of the Methodist Chur oh and 〇• HemphiU, the County Agi%
Commissioner. Mr. Worrell is active in Y«M*C*A., Junior Chamber of Commerce,
and would be a good person to get in oontaot with in regard to sentiment in Tulare 
County. Mr. Worrell is enthusiastic, frank, and I found him very XikeabX®*

Summary of Interview
99% of the people ar© o.lc* but is oonstituted of irresponsible persons• You 
probably heard about the group of men whowwaited on1* th® Japanese at 〇rosi_ The way 
it is, you either like the Japanese or you don*t like them. The younger are o.k.
One of the two men the parlymited on was Mr. K. Tashiro, who is about 50-55 years 
old, H© is very religious and often oooupiod the pulpit of the Hanford Presbyterian 
Churoh when ha lived at Hanford• He moved to Orosi and went to the Japanese Methodist 
Church iihere• I (Worrell) worked 011 some and odlery o^arirasnts with some
Japanese (With Tashiro? KL) and his word is as good as his bond, John Yamamoto is
also a truck farmer and respected* The people give no particular thought to
individuals but are against the Japanese as a group.
judge Floyd of Dinuba is someone to talka to for information about County attitudes*
He himself says the Japanese had better not oome back. He doesn*t like them, but 
he knows a lot about the County*

Guy Huston at Sultan runs a oross-roads store. He and his wife are big church workers 
and had the confidence of the Japanese more than any other whit© T3eopXe. They*d be 
the only whit© people at a Japanese wedding or funoral or oooasions like that. They
are aboul:40 or 42 years old* They foal i"b is best for tihe Japansse neb to 003110 ba〇k
untii after the war* Mrs. Huston is an expert tomato paoker and worked for the 
Japanese* She worked for Sakaguohi.
Nearly all th® Japanese subscribed to Japanese newspapers from San Francisco. This 
wasn*t so good at evacuation beoauso no one but they oould understand what was in 
them. Tha younger Japanoso went; to High School and College* I got "bo know many of tho 
young fellows at Davis. They graduated and came baok to run the family farms.
30-40 aor«s is the average size of the Japanese farm in the county. They are one 
family farms# The family has several children ajid counts on thorn for labor* The size 
of the farm is determinod by the size of the family. Most of the Japanese here are 
truok farmers, but there are several nurseries and many sitrus olive farms, a few 
vineyards. Only two people had holdings of any size, one was Mayoda, a graduate of 
Davis, a fine type of fellow* He owned several hundred acres and leased more. Ho 
was near Dinuba* Another, Eonada, had deoiduous fruit orchards near Cutler* He had 
about three-fourths of all the deciduous fruits in the County*
The truok fanning iwas diversified, mostly fresh vegetables not oanned or prooossod 
stuff* It goes by truok and hits the early spring and fall market before the others. 
The County ocmes after Imperial Valley in hitting the aarly markets. Because the
Japanese here dealt with Japanese "brokerage houses and not with looal shippers， it lead
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to much distrust. Another thing was that there wasn*t the aoquaintanoaship (with 
local Caucasians) as whan the wholesaler is Ti»hit«. All of thorn dealt with Japanese 
brokers or wholesalers. They bought thoir cabbage and tomato plants, fertilizer, 
seed, etc., from their own people. If they found out any now tricks of insecticide or 
training tomato plants upon poles, they wero clannish about it and didnft share it*
The other Japanese got to 3mow about it but nobody alse.
There w«ro few Japanese people in the Community so they traded in Visalia with whito 
people* Thero were different Japan«s© brokerages*
Tha Japanese were not entirely to blame for patronizing the Japanese brokers* They 
woroforood "bo do so (that is, "fehrough disorimina'fcion against "thoin by white brokers and 
shippers).

Th^re were Japanese members of 4-h . This is how it happened. It is quita interesting* 
Halbert Stohmeyer had Howard Takahashi as a pal in grade school, Albert beoamo ono 
of the outstanding 4-h boys in California, and would probably have got a National 
prize if it hadn*t been for the inar* He interested Howard in 4-H« Howard was 14*
This was 7 years ago, and h« was outstanding. He has 2 brothers and 3 sisters♦ The 
younger brother was in 4-H and two of the sisters. The other ohildran were older than 
Howard, Any n4-H-ern would go to bat for them. Howard was at Poston, but bought a 
Spanish Fork, Utah, ranch. His younger brother is a master moohanio in the MF, 7th Army, 
in Franco. The older brother is a soldier, Oao sister is at N#y. State studying 
to be an Army nurse like one of the other sistars is.

No ono over considered them as Japanese* They wore invited to all th« partias and 
were in everything going on*

The n4-H-«rstt had a program of citizenship direotad by the U*C. Extension Office in 
Berkeley, The H-H-ers^ gave looal service club talks on patriotism as part of this 
program. Of the SO kids doing it, three ware Takahashis. Margaret Takahashi,
^Quarter Pint Margaret* everyone oallod her booauso she wasn^ ©von as big as a

a "tiny thing， su'bs'bi'fcu'fcod for Howard, who was siok, at; an Aniorioan
L«gion meeting. She talked for 15 minutes* It was wonderfull f̂fhen she got trough, 
there waen*t a dry eye in th« plaoe. Maybe they had their tongue in one ohoek about
ijrhat a Japanaso could toll them about Amerioanism, but エ doubt it that Anywayit helped good feelings between Cauoasians and Japanese* The Takahashis had no 
bitternoss about ©Traouation* Tha *,4*»H*-ersw gavo l̂ idni a farewell party* Th®y only 
stayed a yaar and a half at Poston* They were Dinuba people*

Dinuba-Kingsbupg is a Garman area* In World War I there was & lot of feeling* They 
had thoir own ohuroh. Th« F.B.I* found something*
Tho churches here feel it was unfair to remove the Japanese and that they should 
rsturn whonovor "bh® Army says so* Thoy ha,v'8n,'b 001116 ou*b "too strongly yoi;#
An Orosi ranohor *bold mo a story• A Grosk family took over a Japsincso farm and <whon 
throe Nisei soldiers were baok looking over Ub properties here, they helped spray 
the troes just to help out• This ranch«r wants them to oome baok for an intoresting 
season* Lst^ see if I 〇an tell you how it goes* Of all the Japanese ranohos, a good 
half when to whites. If you figure by,#Sixteenths, tho whites got 8/X6, the Filipinos 
4/16 and tho Mexicans S/16 and tha oolorod about 1/16. That»s jjust a rough estimate.
Tho Mexicans and Filipinos had largely worked for Japanese before. The rancher said 
Mexican, Filipino, and colored living conditions wore even lower than the Japanese, 
so he prefers Japanese* These other live in unsanitary shacks; a large percentage of
them have been of poor quality* The whites wer0n*t top grade* They often wero white
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neighbors of the Japanese who asked thorn, to farm for them while they were gone#
You oan always tell a Southern white from N* Texast Oklahoma, Arkansas^ because they 
wear big black hats# Mien the old one wears out, th«y get another. If they*d stop 
wearing them, people wouldn*t reoognize th«m and they^ fit in easfer* The men from 
the Dust Bowl, Missouri, and S* and W* Kansas, wear a cap with a sun visor liko 
a baseball cap*
Tho Coastal Salinas Filipinos have 0011le in as seasonal labor gangs for the Stoop 
labor the Japaneso used to do and that the Americans w〇n*t do. More Filipinos have 
been coming in* They get $20-30 a day (sio) cutting lettuce and celary* They buy 
land with poor houses, and when they oan got them, oars• They will bo all right as 
far as Japanese coming baok, but I don*t know (moaning concern, EX) about -those 
leasing Japanese land* Some have come in too because ranohes in th« military areas 
on the Coast were oiosed out* Tho Filipinos haven^ oome in for advioo the way the 
Japanese use to# The Japanese ware cleaner and neater and took a shower everyday*
Sevan years ago there were only 5000 of truck gardens* Now there are 20,000• Beforo 
it was in Cot七on, grain, and beans* Wo follow Imperial Valley in tho markets and come 
in before Moroed* Tho Japanese came in for advice on now produce, I knew the 
younger fellows, not the old ones* I made a oonsoious effort to work with them*
There were no transient Japanese here* There were no gangs of Japanese going thru 
here* There werenft 4-H Clubs throu^iout the County. They were weak in ivanhoe 
when the Japanese were here5 there weren*t any in Lindsay, and none (?) in Orosi.
The YMCA her® has a peculiar set-up. It*s a oounty wide set-up* Each oonununity 
has c oh111it tees of citizens, 8-XO men. Our Y Secretary hero is new, oam« from 
Pomona, after evaouation^ Tho former s«o»y, J* Y* Root (ffCaptt) is at Phoenix; 
look him up if you go-there* Tho Young People»s Clubs were through the school*
Visalia has a population of about 12,000* Tulare County is 125-130,000• Most of 
the small towns are about 4,000 like Lindsay and Exeter* Eaoh town*s newspaper 
is jealous and prints nothing about any other town, I was surprised the Dinuba 
paper had a first page headline about a Nisei who got the Purple Heart• It gave a 
number of names of Japanese boys from the County* The Soldier Roll of Honor on 
the Post Qffioe lawn hare isn*t finished. There will be Japanese names on it*
It was sponsored by the Junior Chanibar of Conuaoroe# The president is a pal of mine 
and he says everyone will be on the roll* If they aren*t, 1，11 see abo_ut it*
HzmajLl is a young minister here, a Presbjrfcerian and he talked to 3jh« Kiwanis on 
prejudioe but mostly about the Negroes. He is younger than Rev* Hamilton, Methodist 
Chur oh* Rev» Hamilton is fairly new here, came from Lodi after evacuation so wouldnft 
know 10cal Japanese*
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Mr. Gillfillan, County Farm Agent, 
Tulare County, Visalia 
January 29,1945.
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Thumbnail
Mr. Gilifillan, Tulare County Farm Agent, has an offioein the Post Office Building 
in Visalia* His name was suggested by Mr. Hudson, Parra Agent of Presno County.
Mr• GillfiXXan was not in when I called* His assistant^ Mr* Moore, was in and I 
taXk«d to him until Mr# G« arrived. Mr. Moore thought it best for evaouees to 
return gradually, a few at a time* Tulare County attitude, as expressed at meetings 
of the County Farm Labor Board oomposed of ranohers and county farm offioials, is 
not as antagonistio, Mr* Moore said, as it was a year ago. Now when the use of 
Japanese farm laborers oomes up as it did at the last meeting when a member remarked 
that the labor shortage was getting to the point "where they*d even have "to take back 
Japanese, memSDers do not express violent opinions as before but listen without 
remark# A kind of quiet but grim amusement at the extremity of the suggestion, I 
gathered* Both Mr* Moore and Mr* GiXlfilXan thought Japanese farm laborers would 
be usod by thesa ranohers if it looked as if they were going to lose a crop for lack 
of labor*
Mr. Moore Xaft the office when Mr* Gillfillan got started talking. Mr. Gillfillan 
talked in a pleasant,objective-sounding way with n»ny flashes of humor* If he has 
any hostility toward the evaouoes, he ooncealed it well,I got tho impression that 
he oould ntake them or leave them** and get along smoothly with people on both sides 
of the fences without sounding at least like too muoh of a hypocrite* I asked him 
to tell me particularly about how the Japanese fitted into the Community "before 
evaouation. He reoonmended talking to Mr# Worrell who is in oharge of truck or ops 
in the office* Mr. Worrell, he said, was invited to Japanese parties when other 
Caucasians wera not*

Around エ vanhoe and Wood lake, the production of peas was started by white ranohers but 
was taken over by Japanese. The Japanese buy good land but have only shaoky buildings 
on it and their women work in the fields; they work hard and don*t mingle with the 
rest of the oommunity* All these things make the other ranohers sore. (Iasked if 
any had nioe homes)* Yes, I know a Japanese-American at Cutler whom I used to see 
on business* I never went inside the house but the family and plaoe 100ked Amarioanized 
and his wife was very well-dressed. ( I asked if the Japanese had begun to mingle 
at all in community aotivities before evaouation). Later, there was an American-born 
man who had a store at Dinuba who was in t he Rotary Club• The 4-H Club at Orosi 
and Sultan had a mixed group# Worrell has had a lot to do with 4-H j he oan tell you 
more* Mr# Davis, Supt* of Schools, at Dinuba is in the Rotary and oould also tell you 
more than I oan•
(I said some agents had said the Japanese farmers oould *not be told anjrfching as thay 
knew it all,f and asked -wfeat his experience had been). We had muoh contact with them* 
Some used to attend our field msetings and -we*d get oalls from tham for advice* Mr* 
Worrell, in the truck crop work, used to hear from the m a lot beoausa most of them 
wore in the truck orop line. A third generation boy (at the time I reoall thinking 
from his description of generations that the toy was probably Nisei not Sansei, KL) 
asked me lately about: financing his place now that the Japanese wholasale house is 
010sed* He wanted to put in a orop before he left* Lester Kiggins handled his 
property for him; some of them rented land from him. FSA helped ©ut too*

Interview Summary



Mr;.^Gillfillan(Con*t*) -2-

The of "the Jap&nos® Co-op セ Iv&uhogt oonsnsiung of feig f&riosrs*
was an University graduate and he used to tell m  about how these farmers got ahead* 
Otherwise, エ Trouldn»t have known a bout this* Those fellows work up in the asparagus 
for about ten years, sa^e their monay, start farming on their own, get broke maybe, 
and then they go baok to the asparagus and start all over again*
(I asked about Japanese businesses in town and to whoa they catered). H« Sumida had 
a big store; across ths street on the north-east was another* Sumida had a general 
store and he had other than Japanese customers• We used to go in there because he 
carried a lot of things in the way of farm supplies you oouldn^ get elsewhere in 
town* (Sx3mida»s store has been vacant since evaouation and one the mndows are signs 
saying, "This is the end", wN〇t much time **Great Sacrifice Sale**, etc* Uo
windows are broken# Th© store is not far off Main Street and on "ths oorner of a 
street wit:!! many shops urith Chinese names on them* KL)
A JaPanese girl my daughter Jiarywent to school with is baok here. Mary saw her 
on the elê rator in the Bank of Amerioa Bldg. They recognized each other and spoke*
You can»t tell About these Japanese. At Porterville there!s a family whose daughter 
came to see us onoe* She seemed educated and Aniericanized. 10 thought she must be 
in the office end of the ranch. Then someone -who was out at the ranch saw her working 
in the fieldsl
The Japanese cooperative, the Ivanhoe Fruit Assn, handled fruit and vegetables and 
took over a11the Japanese produce there# Most of the truck orop was in Japanese 
hands but not beoause they are superior —  soma of thair praotioes are not so good.
The wholesalers financed tho farmers and naturally took on the crops at harvest*
(̂ ae of the young man I*ve mentioned got seeds# fertilizers, and other supplies from 
the Japanese wholesaler, and then sold his crops through them*
Some of them used heavy amounts of fertilizer plus fish meal# The cost of what 
they used was in excess of Tishat was necessary.
The Japanese hired Mexicans and Caucasians including Okies* Earlimart had Mexicans* 
Lester Kiggins got some of the better Mexicans to look after the Japanese farms as 
foremen and laborers, in Sierra Vista, Filipinos ar« used as grape workers*
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Interview with Mr. Theodore Nickel
Goiinty Superintendent of Schools, Tulaxe County
Visalia, California, January 29, 1945

Mr* Theodore Kickel^ County SuperinteMent of Schools, Tulare 
County, has his office in Visalia* He is on the WHA mailing list, as is Miss Doris Brown, who was not at home when エ called 
Her neighbor she lias some kind of county job connected with
education and does a lot of travelling through the couty.
Mr* Nickel, who looks to be about forty years of age, speaks witil a v©ry resonant， preach©rfs kind of voice aj〇d as he spoke 
quite a bit about the churches and the ^Christian point of view®
I assume that he has had ministerial training* fie has a way of 
pronouncing each consonant in the phrase ^little children11 which 
makes it soimd synoiaymous with ttlittXe saints11* I kept waiting 
for him to t^te the Master^s words atoout ^Little children, come 
unto me1* because it would have been so suitable to the atmosphere. 
However, X donft think the originator of the was as un­
realistic about children as Mr» Hickel seems to be.
Since writing the above, I asked someone in WRA afeout the Supt*> 
and learned that ke is a Pentecostal preacher who got Into office about eight years ago "by a fluke when the former Supt. kad his 
domestic troubles publicized in the newspapers*
Mr* Nickel does not think that the little children of their own 
accord will resist the return of Japanese children to school 
because it Is not in their nature. If they are unpleasant it will 
be the effect of prejtidiced parents. For example, at one Church 
the Siinday School teachers and children enthusiastically planned, 
to include presents for Japanese children in centers in their 
Christmas plans for gifts to children worse off than themselves. 
The Japanese children never got the gifts becaiise the parents 
prevented it*
The schools will cooperate with the Government, Mr. Nickel said, 
in receiving rettirned evacuee children*
The churches have coiae out against evacuation and for lifting 
the ban, but they are *being quiet right now, Mr. Bickel declared, 
because they feel that is the best way to help the evacuees*
They can talk, Mr* Nickel continued, about checking Hitlerism 
but that is as far as they can go right now becaiose of general 6〇li®i,vuiity sentiment. He mentioned Rev. Bezmall^ Kiwaiils talk
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aimed against all prejudice* Acceptance of evacuees will depend 
on whether or not there is a depression after and how long the 
war im Japan goes on« The treatment of Japan should be harsh 
to appease the anger of Americans who liave lost relatives in the war. They want a scapegoat and it is better to make Japan 
that to draw off the feeling against Japanese in this country*
Mr* Hickel remarked in the discrimination against Japanese shown 
t>y the fact of evaciiation acd the allowing of German and Italian 
aliens to remain*
He urged that the Government ^speak more cotarageously and bring 
more pressiare (in favor of evacuees a M  their rights) so that 
others can speak out without fear.11
Mr. Nickel criticized the behavior of returning evaeuees. He 
laad been told "by a friend that one of the Orosi evacuees, who 
was involved in the visitation l>y the thirty businessmen to eva.- 
cuees, had been cocky and aroused resentment by* his manner when 
he went to the Post Office where he demanded a Post Office box. 
le said the evacuee was John YaBamoto who has a lemon orchard 
near Orosi. Mr. Hickelfs friend claimed that some people would 
not have minded the Japanese coming back but had got mad at the 
cocky manner, Mr. Nickel seemed to feel this resentment was 
one of the impelling factors leading to the visitation. Mr. 
Nickel said a Japanese girl had teen visiting in Visalia recent­
ly • He had seen her at the hotel where no one paid any attention to her•
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(ザ :?t 皆 〇f Interview
Rev. E . F .  H e z m a ll, F i r s t  P re s b y te r ia n  C h u rch , V is a l i a ,  i s  

a. young m in is te r  w ith ,  w hat lo o k e d  to  me l i k e  a g o o d -s iz e d
だ - u p 、He comes む 0111 th e  Bay A rea* H is  name was sug ges ted  

忽^ 05  5 e〇\ N巧 k l , Co. S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  S choo ls  and M r .g 
W o r r e l l ,  C oun ty  A g e n t*s  o f f i c e .  I  d id  n o t keep n o te s  on th e

Becauise I  ^  fo u n d  a b s o lu te ly  no 
in t e r e s t  i n  o r g a n iz in g  to  h e lp  p re v e n t th e  k in d  
was o c c u r r in g in  T u la re  C oun ty  w i th  re g a rd  to

be6th p t ihv?pnnf*JapaneSev1 t〇 see i f  ^ e v * H e zm a ll m ig-iit n o tth e  ty p e  o f  p e rs o n  b e s t f i t t e d  to  s t a r t  som e th ing * He had

M仏 【は 盟 ミ 【 観 ^ ^ ^ I •康 1 so he i s ， 1 fc e l ie v e，卜 郎 d of*

He knew o f  no o rg a n iz e d  e f f o r t s  to  p r o te c t  th e  ^
r e tu r n in g  evacuees b u t s a id  t h a t  i n  d iv in e  thl f
D rQ bl^ffien f 1 TS tenerS  %ould ^ ha t  he had s a id  to  th e  home °

| ；| L ~

K S  ^  I

卜_t h ^ h t  如 0 严 ^ s ta k e s  had been made: C l) 
t h e r h a f b e e f  e S t l d ! ^  in r e s c in d i^  ^  ban once
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理̂ ^ !^ ^ ^ ^ ^ pgi 爾_

R ev. H. K . H a m ilto n ’ s name was recommended by M r. W o r r e l l ,  
C ounty  A g e n t1 s o f f i c e .  i s  m in is te r  o f  th e
F i r s t  M e th o d is t  C h u rch , V is a l i a ,  i s  an e ld e r ly  man, who came to  
V is a l i s  fro m  L o d i a yee.r o r  so. s-^o* He b e lo n g s  to  tih6； K iv /a n is  
and th e  M in i s t e r i a l  U n io n ; he se6ms r a th e r  w ith d ra w n  fro m  th e  
w o r ld  and t i r e d .

Sumzaary o f  I n te r v ie w

R ev. H a m ilto n  s a id  he knew v e ry  l i t t l e  ab ou t th e  lo c a l  
Japanese b u t i n  L o d i he had known many. There  w ^re  16B a t  Lod** - 
H* S . ;  t l ie y  e n te re d  in t o  s c h o o l l i f e *  When e v a c u a t io n  came, th e  
Japarireso made a r e s o lu t io n  re g a rd in g  t h e i r  good tre a t in e n t*  (R©v. 
H a m ilto n  t r i e d  to  f i n d  a copy b u t c o u ld  n o t la y  h is  hands on i t . )

The re  was a q u e s t io n  ab ou t th e  lo y a l t y  o f  some. ■ T h is  f a c t  
i s  c a u s in g  c o n s id e ra b le  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  r e t u r n .  However* R ev. 
H a m ilto n  does n o t  e x p e c t th e re  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  be much d i f f i c u l t y .  
M ost o f  th e  L o d i Japanese w ere i n  g rape s  and had a f i n e  s i t u a -  
t i o n .  He th in k s  t h a t  b e fo re  th e  w a r, th e  s i t u a t io n  re g a rd in g  
Japanese was n e a r ly  id e a l  a t  L o d i.  T h e re  was no d i f f i c u l t y ,

n e a r ly  a l l  L o d i JEps.n6jS6 were Bud.djb.is'ts* On© o r  
g i r l s  a tte n d e d  H a m ilto n *  s church.* M iss  A n n a b e lla

Wiliianjs，遠̂  ̂ 310w teaches at _K〇iiwer Center, formerly ldlv6d in.:
Japan and L o d i,  where she knew and w orked among many o f  th e  
p e o p le  now i n  th e  A rka n sa s  C e n te r ,  She be long ed  to  H a m ilto n 1« 
c h u rc h  and;,fhe p ra is e d  h e r  h ig h ly .  He s a id  she d id  an in d iv id u a l

I n . y i s a l i a ,  th e re  i s  no o rg a n iz e d  g ro u p  w o rk in g  to  a id  r e -  
tu r n in g  evacuees , H a m ilto n  fe a rs  th e  r e tu r n  to  t h i s  c o u n ty
w i l l  cause d i f f i c u l t y ♦ He h im s e lf  w ou ld  a s s is t  as much a s - h e ,  ■

new p e rso n  i n  th e  co im nan ity , c a n * ,4_ ^ 厂 、


