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ACTIVITIES RSPOHT  for Week Ended 3/7/

Evacuation of Aliens of Enemy Nationalities
from Prohibited Areas
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ITwnlDer
Aew I CuD"alative j
A. TOTAL CASES 1oy ; This Weak to Date
Total Gcii)acts 3 e 1077Q |
(2 Information Only C)r.tactS.......cuceeen-.. - 6”0 wm K 82 g _J|
(3) Service Cases TOtA? . ccuueeerrmeeeaceeeeeannnns 379 5797
a) Minor Service . .....oeiioiiiiiiii i 62
'D) Major ServiCe ... rir - ~»n 33 ;
(I)Received Financial Assistance ......... "5 179 _ -
{2) deceived Ho financial Assistance .
B. CASES EECEIVIH& FIHMCIAL ASSISTANCE TE?gakeek
(4) Total Cases Receiving Financial Assistance ..;j .1 U . .-.1 tUg ..... _J
(5) One-Person CasSesS .cuurouroeeceeaaeaaaeaaaaaannn (I I A2 |
- —
(6) Family Cases ...ciiiiii i i e eiieaaaan 1 6s
a) Persons in Family Cases ......cvioucunanan.. ; 1 u.71 S
C. OBLIGATIONS IITCUERSD FOR Total i
HNALTCIAL ASSISTALTCE This Week | cssfis Cases}
kKj) Total Obligations ... .. .. . .. . . .. .. ... 121s m -$k!0Q. _:*.81772.141 _:
a) Cash Grants .............?{? ............... , iP7? %
t) Indirect & Kind Grants Total........... e 7UR.O pkk~o ’
(1) Government Travel Requests ......... — —
(@ Transportation of Household Goods .. go. 77 t g%.77
(3) Groceries and Food .................... « TQp76 2iU.q
(U) Medical Care .....coeiimiiroiiiaaannn. ———_600__ 6 OOI. ’
( Other (Rents & Utilities)............. 105. > [ 20.00 gl.so 7
Date of Eeport March 12:1942 Signature Viad IV Patay



TOLAN COMMITTEE

San Francisco, Cs-le
April 5,1942

From John W. Abbott to Robert K. Lamt
Sabject: Analysis of FSA Situation

In response to your request for additional details concerning the administrative memorandum
sent out by the FSA on the meeting with various agricultural groups, of which you have a
copy, the following may 'be hplpful.

I do not "believe Hewes had any particular motive in this move, other than his usual lack of
judgment. My information is that he allowed himself to "te persuaded 'ty ~he following argu-
ment : That the Army had delegated to FSA the responsibility for disposition of farm land;
owned or leased the Japanese and the continuity of agricultural production. The same
argument also contended that if the FSA did not satisfy its obligations with the Army
within the deadline set, that the s”ency would not look good in the eyes of the Army and
correspondingly an adverse report would 'te forthcoming to the Secretary of Agriculture.

The argament further contended that it was not going to 'be possible to meet the deadline if
individual transfers were continued and that, therefore, the thing to do was to call in

the large groups and have them take over, thereby cleaning up the job fast and presumably
insuring as far as pofesilDle continuance of agricultural production.

Hewes, of course, did not see that this reasoning failed to exhaust all the alternatives as
far as the FS™ was concerned. He could have declinsd in. the first instnace to havO anything
further to cLo-with the disposition™of farm properties until he was granted the freezing
power needed, or if he had decided that continuance of production was the paramount issue,

he could have made a public statement and invited all qualified groups, including Chinese,
Filipinos and Mexicans, to come in on the deals providing they could make a showing of
assets and responsi"bility. As matters stand, Hewes has "been stampeded into a "bad move from
the standpoint of the FSA. In fact, he probaljly will lose out all around now since, as you
knovw/, the disposition of farm properties has actually come now more or less within the piir-
view of the _state and local war "boards.

An extended criticism in our report of the way in which the farm property disposition has "be@n
knocked alDout would, probably serve little purpose at this late date. However, | Relieve that
in our section on property, we should pay attention to the fact that up to April 5 no formal
notification had "been received 'by Mr. Eisenhower that the assignment of the freezing power
from the Treasury Deparibibent to the Secretary of Agriculture®s office had "been completed
although, as you know, Sisenhower assured me such authority would 'te forthcoming last Thursday.



WIPA Uffice

Sacramento California
Aprill5, 1942

Mr# Wm* C* Helvey
Program Chief WFA

pear Mre "elvey;

aid _in making clear tlie postion of the Sacramento WA Office, the
following programs are iIn process at this time. The area serviced by
this office is varied and each case has a separate and distinct highly
specialized type of farming enterprise* xhe counties serviced by this
office are Sacramento, Solano, Yolo and Placer. Yolo and part of
Solano and Acramento counties include the giagjor portion of all of ur
tomato and sugar beet acreage*

California Packing Corporation have 1880 acres of tomato land under
contract in Yolo, Solano, and Sacramento counties. Of this amount
new operators have taken over 1850 acres of this land. There were 33

sa?a?eSe °Pera”ors on tlais land and 30 of these operators have relinqu-
ished their properties, The otiier three involve 30 acres and. are now

in the process of changing their properties over. In other words,
California Packing 0* will not lose an acre of tomatoes this year «
according to their own manls report*

There are 22 Japanese sugar beet operatirs who farm a total acreage of
approximately 2774 acres. This land has all been taken over by new
operators 1In some cases, however, the deals are not complete but as
gaE af Spreckles 1s concerned it is merely a matter of working out a far
etails.

@]

rystal Sugar has eight operators who are all transferred except one and
t  is in process.
In the ~lorin area which Is our most congested area—we have a large
strawberry area* fTheee strawberries are marketed through the Northern
through the Florin Berry Grrowers Association and. then a couple
of iIndependent concerns. The Northern handles about 40" of the berries
involved. hey are controlled by the Safeway Stores and their field
representatives are Mr. Meade and Mr* P<ackwood* They are working now
to provide labor if the Japanese are to be evacuated prior to the comp-
letion of the harvest this year* Mr. Meade indicated to me that 50 of
these operators have laready given over power of attorney to their
lawyer and indicated that 40 more haveindicated that they are willing
to do so* fhis will take care of about 35" of the strawberries in the
Florin area*

The florin Berry C* are turning their rights oVet to the Independent
Produce Co ncf Seattle, Washiton--wh se representative, at this time,
is In the area and is working on the same setup that the Northern

Berry Growers are doing* This will probably 'te complete within the next
five or six days* Mr* Meade and the representative of the Plorin Berry
Growers and field man from Produce Independent Co. are meeting me Sat*
morning to go over their progress to date and indicate to nje what arr-
angements for labor they i1i1ave made =

Mr. Meade is working with a group of Filipino labor leaders who have in-
dicated to him source of labor supply to handle their strawberries if til»
need arises. The soil here is extremely slia low and adapted to all

sh 111ow rooted cr ise¢ 11 requires a great deal of commercial fetilizer



to produce the strawberries and it is believed that a rest period of a
few |kears would do the land considerable good as far as strawberry
production 1is concerned.

We have also in that area quite a large acreage in Tokay grapes* "The
soil i1s shallow also and requires specialized farming to keep the grapes
in productione

The Japanese who ship to the ~lorin I'r'iit Growers and the Florin Winery
Association held a meeting of the Japanese who were operators of vineyard
and adapted certain resolutions eunanimoulsye The resolutions adapted
were rejected by this office for the reason tliey wanted this agency to
absorb any 16ss which might occur if production and harvesting costs
exceeded the income from tlie crop salese flits problem is being worfced
over and when settled 60 operators have signed tlie resolution and will
give power of attorne to the Alorin Grower s= At this time there

is In process the formation of corporation which would take over part or
all of the e ranches if the operato s are willing to sign power of attor-
ney to them. This, 1 believe, will "¢ done by all of them who have not
already indicated that tliey would sign.

In respect to Placer County, there is at this time formed the Placer
Lands, Inc. Their corporation papers approved and. pvwers of attorney are
"being signed at this time for this company to handle thelr rancnese Thei
loan pa ers will be submitted to this office early next week and. will
probably involve a loan of between $40,000*00 and $50,000*00* 1%here are
14 of them signed up witli the possibility of 25 to 30 in this one corp-
oration* These are growers who ship to the imerican Fruit Co.

Aiso the 1100mis Agency, Inc. who have 17 gorowers who are ready to sign
powers of attorney to the coproration* s will invoive a loan of
A30*000*90 to $40,000*00* Companies that are now starting the formation
of corporations in this a ea are Nash DeCamp who have 18 growers 1in Loomis
and will also take" in the grape growers who ship to them in the florin
area—22 or 23 in number* They indi ated. that they would be will ing to
take over considerable large acreage in that area as also didd the Pac-
ific Fruit and G-errard. Fruit Coe

Corporation papers are also being prepared for HeggTDlade and Maryuillose,
w3ao will operate in Penryn and will have approximately 14 rancb.es to
operate.

The Pacific Pru.it Ce have instructed their attorney to file caporation
papers also. 11 six of these corporations are going to require a loan#
Mr. Hodson and. Mre Thompson of the Negotiation Depart ent, PSA, are

doing a good, job on this and we are rushing this program through as fast
as humanly possible. Tills to me appears to be the only solution for that
county insofar as individual experienced operators 1in that type of fruit
farming just cannot be found, that are capable o ft king over this criticd
ti e. The plan of operation of these companies are following more or

less the same line?, that is, they will have an oper ting crew with
experienced foremen who will farm each indivudal ranch. #-11 of the details
will be contained in the loan docket nd which will be sent in with tlie
the first case, which will be sent in next week*



3 EdpnlJ

IPhe Vacaville area has not all been fully taken care of but we are rapidl
doing so. We have there, the problem of maily leases and getting oper-
ators who are acceptable to tlae owners and Japanes.e alike as tiiey are

not many people experienced in that type of fruit farming, however, the
Fruit Co. will be taking powers of attorney and willbe liandled within

the next few dayse We are earnestly striving and all ranches will be
turned over witiiin the shortest poasible time* We are very proud of tiie
faet that all of our tomato and sul.r beet land lias been taken care of
and 1 feel that practically all of our agricultural land serviced from
this area will be handled in a manner that will credi t tlie PSA when all
of the coporations now in process will be completede

We have "been in our new office, since IFriday--»pi*ior. t. that time we were
all in a room with federal Reserve and were so crowded that we could? not
even seat the Japanese and others who came in* 11 was practically im-
possible to have a loan typed up . Since we have been in our new quarters
we have submitted five laons witli two more going in tonight and will have
them going in everyday*

Sincerely yours,

Wayne L. Phelps

Field Agente



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP AGRICULTURE
Pa3?m Security Administration

Donaghey Trust Buil<S.ng
Little Hook, Arkansas
April 27,1942 R6-RP-EBW

Hp, Milton Siaenhowep

Director, War Relocation Authority
Third Floor

~Shltcomb Hotel

San Francisco, California

Dear Mr# Sisenhowers

As per mj telephone conversation a few minutes ago, am writing
to state that we_had a_conference with he Arkansas Governor
and seve:ral his advisors at 11J00 A* W, this morning# We

found the governor and his committee sympathetic but at the
same time not enthusiastic. The questions crystallized out
of the meeting with the govei?nor are as follows

(1) The governor would like to get a formal
request from the War Department asking that
the State of Arkansas, as k patriotic duty,
accept a number r these evacuees.

(2) 1t was the definite opinion of* the governor
and his advisors that the army should pledge
itself to move these Japs back to their orig-
inal homes after the emergency*

(3 That the amy assume full responsibility
for keeping the Japs tinder control and be
Egsponsible for their whereabouts at all

imes,

(4) That the wages paid these people would be
the same as those commonly paid for the same
kind of labor in this ai*®a« They were very
much ocncerned about the rising price of labor#
The committee was also iInsistent that these
camps be guarded by white troups*



J Apr-2.7,

The general attitude expressed by those iIn attendance was that
Arkansas as a state could not afford to do otherwise than to
cooperate with the gover*nment completely. 1 was very
appreciative of the lendid attitude manifested by each
individual In attendance which indLuded the Adjutant-General,
= o Compere* You can rest assured that the governor will
give his cooperation* Please give also, as many of the
details as possible incident to the handling of these
evacuees# would like to be advised when the request is

sent to the governor so that I can follow up on iIt*

As per our telephone conversation | expect to have a conference
with Governor Johnson of Mississippi, tomorrowe

Yours sincerely,

/s/ E# B, Whitaker

E* B* Whitaker
Assistant Regional Director

cci  Sent to Washington
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