Kaveko, Kimiko




CONFIDENTIAL Committee No.lliz
(For Use Only of My Attorney) Atty. No.

Name (type or print) _Kimiko Kaneko
Block No, Blk. 5103-D

Sex: Male Female x
Age: __on years Date of Birth: Month:aug, Day: 26 Year: 1917
Place of Birth: (City)Long Resch (County)Los AngelesState)California

Permanent rPesidence address at time of evacuation:

Berkel Calif,

Occupation at time of evacuation:___Hopnsewife

Have vou "dual citizenship"? Yes

Did you ever have "dual citizenship"?

If you have or have had dual citizenship, who registered you as

a dual citizen:__Parents When: Around 1928

Where: In Japan

Did you ever take any steps to cancel dual citizenship?_nNg

When:_ i Where:

What steps were taken to cancel it?

On what date did vou sign a form renouncing vour U, S, citizenship:

Month: !M 01:4“,‘{ Day: Year:__ /945

Were vou under 21 years of are at the time you signed that

renunciation form? No.

Was there & hesring officer present when you signed?’

What was his name? Unkhown

Did you have a hearing on the matter at that time?__veg

Did anyone represent you at that appearance or hearing?__xyo

Kbt Boi whe®

Did you stiend that hearing alone? Yes If not, who went with

you?

Have yvou received a letter approving your renunciation?

If you have, what date does it bear?

On what date did you receive the letter of approval?®(

Who signed that letter of approval?

. (Attach the letter of approval and the envelope.)

Did vou write a letter revoking your renunciation before vou received

a letter apnroving your renunciation? e /\/E~$




If you did, what date did you send that letter in the U. S.

mail?__ _Beginning of QOctober

Have you a copy of that letter? Yes

(If you have, annex it to this form
Since receivineg a letter from the Attorney General's office approv-
ing your renunciation, have you sent a letter to that office or

to the Attorney General revoking your renunciation?__ No

What date did you send that letter revoking vour renunciation of

U, S, citizenship?

(If you have a copy of that letter revoking your renunciation,

annex it to this form.)

Have you served in our military forces?_no

If so, what date did you enroll? When were you

discharged or rclcesed from military servise?

What tyvpe of discharge did vou receive?

What was vour last draft classification?_ None

Did wvou recfuse to be drafted?

Are you or have you ever been a member of the Hoshi Dan, the Hokoku

Dan, Seinen Dan or similar orgenizations while in cany, gither

becoming such bv intimidation, coercion, or otherwise? No

Are your parents U, S, citizens? No
. (Deceased)
What are thcir names:_Father: Morikichi WMothers Tsuyo Matsui—————

Have they bcen relessed from detention? __In Japan

Have they becn relocated?

<

What members of your family, if any, are sorving or have served in

the military forces of the U. S.7_A brothep George S.Matsut—

Have you registered as an "elien" under the Alien Registration Act

-

of 1940? Yes When:  October 22, 1945

Where: _Tule Lake Ctr, Who was present with you at that

time, if anyone?__Myself Were you reprecsented by

anvone at that time?__ No

Was any hoarine given to vou at that time?__Na

Who registered vou, if you know?__ Inknown

Did vou protest registering as an alien? Yes

Did you write yvour protest on the form?_Yaes

- Did you file a letter of protest with the recgistering officer?

~

No (If so, annaex a copy of the letter to this form,)
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No such form
at that time
Have vou signed non-repatriation form asking to stay in ;8.7

Have you filled out a Department of Justico Repatristion form asking

to be sent to Japan? Ne If vou did, when?

Where! : Before whom did vou appear to

sien that repatriation form?

Did anvone represent vou at that time or were vou alone

Were vou given a hearine by anyone

on the question of signing the repatriation form?

If so, by whom?

Did you protest signing that Repatriation form?

Did you write the protest on the form?

Did you file a letter of protest with the registering officer at

the time you signed it°?

What was the name of the officer present when you signed, if you

know?

When, if ever, did you fill out a repatriation form for W. R, A,

Socisl Welfare?_ __ Janua by Jg{,&/‘/—
When did vou send a letter cancelling that request? Qctober 25, 1945

Do vou own anv agricultural land, a home, or commercial property in

the U, S.%__yo If so, where?

The following space is for anv remarks vou care to write:

Date:, Qctober 25, 1945

Kimiko Kaneko
(Name)




Date \OCk ) M, LT

Hororeble Tom C. Clark

Attorney Genersl of the United Stetes
Department of Justise Building
We.shington, D. C.

» 1915, I sirned an applisction for renunciation of
s rotlonality formn at the 1;, R. A. Segregction Certer situcted at
Tule Lale,’l.odoe County, Cel ifornie, et a perfunstory eppeerense before a govern=
nent of fisiel, end I have received a 1 tter deoted ouﬂ? o5, from

Mr. Herbert Wcchsler, Assistant Attorrey Generzal, approving the same.

I herebr repvdiate, withdraw, rctreet, and revolle the said renunciation
upon the following crounds and for the following reasons:

(1) The sirsumstonces under whish said renunciction form was sifred by me
did rot constitute & fair ard impertial he:ring end was a denial of mr sonsti-
tutioral fuararty of due prosess of law and of the equcl protestion cof the lews;

(2) 1 was not = free egert et the time when and the place where said
renuncintion form was sirmed but was then end there held in duress en¢ was the
victim of fraud, menace end undue influence and misteke of lavwy

(3) I then end there was and continuously from , 1943, had
been deteined in the said W. R. A. Segregation Center ieial sutlority
and wes deprived of substantisally ell my eonstitutional rights, libertics,
privileges and irmunities as an American sitizen by birth end by shoisce and
was thusly ciseriminated egainst solely by reason of the Japanese nationality
of my cncestors;

(L) I was intimidated, coerced, and sompelled to sign the said renursia-
tion form by threats of physisel violeme to myself #end members of my family
made by a pressure group in said camp, ard by members thereof, and I was i
cons tant fectr, tls was my family¥® thet said threatls would be carried into
exesution if I refused to sirn it. I was acting under the mentce and fraud
of said pgroup ard its members end the undue influense exerted by them upon me
and I sigred said renunciation form under duress,

Because of the foreroing reasons the scid renurciation end spprovul there-
of were, ard szah of them is, invelid, null and void.

T am nbdt a citizen or subjest of Japen and I do not end never have owed
or river that sountry or nction any sllegisnce. I an rot an slien enemy. 1 em
a native Americean by birth ard also by choice. I recogrize as my soverelg:
the United Stctes of America aend I give and ever have given the United States

v

my undivided loyalty and sllegionce ., I-lhicve ng dusl—edtizemsitipe  (IT you hnve

. .

cro z =the y: I hove no dual citizenship through any aot or

ptence upon my individual partﬁg ha rved 5. MLLIGary o
. . o 3 ; - Vi ”

P -

Therefore I demand thzt you withdraw, ressll, scnsel, ard revole your
approval of said renuncietion form.

I em ready and willing to hove this matter re-opered and a hecring be
granted to me in order to prove thet said renunciction form was signed vhen
I vas rot a free agent in any sénsc of the vords but was asting under duress
end under mencce, freud and undue influence and mistcilie of law.

I respectfully request your immediate eonsiderstion of this urgent
matter.

Very truly yours,

. " S
Neme :Zfzzz;kaézféio /(iwc414g,¢éi<>
Address A e g
Tule lelke Ccnter
Newsll, California
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WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
1701 Mills Tower
220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California
Telephone GArfield 1-1218

October 20, 1952

Dear Mrs. Kimiko Kaneko:

You are listed among those whose cases were ordered reopened by
the Court of Appeals. That temporary setback does not mean that ‘you
would lose. On the contrary, you have a decided advantage in the
case because the Court of Appeals declared the evidence which was
introduced created a legal presumption that your renunciation was
cauged by coercion. In consequence, the government attorneys will
experience considerable difficulty in trying to produce evidence to
meet or overcome that presumption in your favor. Even if they were
able to produce any such evidence we may be able to overcome that
proof by contrary evidence and recover your citizenship provided,
however, that you are ready and willing to cooperate with me and help
yourself,

In the Tomoya Kawakita treason case the U.S. Supreme Court de-
clared that a child born in the United States of Japanese parents is
a U.S5. citizen by our law and also is a Japanese citizen according to
the basic law of Japan. This means that unless you or your parents
took steps to renounce and renounced and repudiated Japanese citizen-
ship in a legal manner and form recognized by Japanese law you had
Japanese citizenship as well as U.S. citizenship at the time of your
renunciation of U.S. citizenship, that is to say, you then had dual
nationality. In consequence, if your Japanese citizenship had not
been renounced before your renunciation of U.S. citizenship was
approved, and provided it is not finally invalidated by a court judg-
ment, you then lost U.S. nationality but retained your Japanese
nationality. Thereupon you became a Japanese national who had a
permanent residence in the United States. In consequence, you became
classified as an "alien enemy" until the peace treaty with Jepan was
entered into and ratified in 1952 and since then as an "alien' or
'stateless™ person entitled to permanent residence here. Even if
you never had Japanese nationality or that nationality had been
renognced you became a legally resident "alien" or fstateless® person
in the U.S.

When the Walter-McCarran Act goes into effect on the first of the
coming year all aliens in the United States who have not been register-
ed and fingerprinted under the Alien Registration Act of 1940 musit
register and be fingerprinted within 30 days, must report to the
nearest Immigration Service office and there be placed on parole, be
kept under surveillance and probably be required to report periodically
to that Service., If your U.S. citizenship is not restored you must
register, be fingerprinted and report to that Service for parole, sur-
veillance and restriction purposes. If you claim U.S. citizenship
you then can be registered and fingerprinted under protest by stating
and asserting verbally and in writing at that time that you claim to
be a U.S. citizen and that you register and submit to fingerprinting
under protest.
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¢ Regardless of what you may have said or done in the past or while
interned or at your renunciation or mitigation hearing, and regardless
of what others may have said about you, and regardless of whether you
are a Kibei, or were a member of the Hoshi Dan, Seinen Dan or Joshi
Dan, and regardless of whether or not you once asked to be sent to
Japan and regardless whether you once were viewed as a trouble maker
in camp and were interned at Bismarck, Santa Fe or Crystal City, and
regardless whether you remained in the U.S. or went to Japan you still
stand.a good chance of having your renunciation cancelled and of re-
covering U.S. citizenship by court judgment. Don't listen to any
rumors or gossip to the contrary.

.I;am negotiating with Justice Department lawyers for a final dis-
position gf your case, You stand a good chance of recovering your
citizenship through these negotiations, If I were not successful for
you in these negotiations you still will have the right to an indivicdu=
al court hearing which could be determined on affidavits and deposi-
tions without you appearing personally in court or, if you wish, by
you appearing personally and with witnesses and giving testimony.

Even in a court hearing you would have the advantage of the legal
presumption that your renunciation was caused by coercion.

The Tule Lake Defense Committee has expressed to me its concern
over the fact that you have not been cooperating with it. I must
remind you that the Committee has labored unselfishly for your best
interests for over six years. It has done everything possible it could
do to help you from the time I first filed the mass equity and habeas
corpus suits to liberate the renunciants from internment, to prevent
their removal to Japan and to recover their U.S. citizenship. It
devoted its time and attention to these causes without profit, It did
these things for you because it believed the renunciants had been
mistreated by the Government without just cause.

The Committee has kept in touch with you, informed you of the pro=
gress of the cases and of your chance of recovering citizenship. It
has asked for your cooperation to the end that your citizenship and
the citizenship of all might be recovered. You and every renunciant
in the mass suits forever will be indebted to the Committee and
especially to Tetsujiro Nakamura, Toraichi Kono, Harry T. Takeuchi,
Sam Iseri, Hiroyuki Taketaya, Roger Narimatsu, Harry Uchida, Yasu
Honda, Takeo Yamamoto, Masaru Yamaichi and the other hard-workimg and
devoted members who have given unselfishly of their time and attention,
at expense to themselves, just that you might benefit from the cases.
You must never forget these things.

. ;f you value U.S., citizenship it seems to me that you should be
willing to do something about it while you still have the chance. If
you think the opportunity to recover your citizenship is not worth the
trifling sum the Committee has asked you to contribute to the cause
it is your privilege to view it in that light. It is a matter of
indifference to me whether you do or do not value citizenship. Your
request for inclusion in the case, however, led me to believe that
you regarded its recovery as being very important to you. If you
do not proceed to have your renunciation cancelled it is likely that
the stigma of disloyalty arising from that renunciation will remain
with you and you will not be able to exercise the rights and privileges

of U.S, citizenship.

If your suit were to be dismissed it is possible you might never
be able to maintain another suit because the government could raise
the defense of "laches® to any such suit. This means that such a suit
could fail simply because it had not been filed within the permissible

-




period of time after your renunciation was made, your detention ceased
and you no longer were held in duress by the government or deprived
of any rights by it.

Those who contributed funds to this cause made it possible for
you to have the chance of recovering your citizenship. You have
received the benefits but so far have not borne your financial burden.
The Committee has suggested that if you value U.S. citizenship that
you should do something about it while you still have the chance.

The Committee has informed me that it intends to discontinue its help
to you unless you are willing to cooperate with it and bear your part
of the financial burden which so far has been carried by others and
which has brought the mass suits to their present state and from which
you have derived advantages and benefits and may derive more.

I do not believe that you wish to shirk your responsibility to the
other renunciants in the mass cases. I do not believe you would want
the rest of the renunciants in the suits who have contributed funds
to learn that you have not contributed your share. You may have too
much personal pride and a sense of justice to attempt to evade your
obligation. I believe, therefore, that you should cooperate with the
Tule Lake Defense Committes and thereby help yourself. The little it
has asked you to contribute is a measly sum for the chance of recover-

ing your U.S. citizenship.
Very}j;ﬁiy yours,
/ ‘427
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WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

GArfield 1-5827
August 8, 1960

Mrs, Tome Kaneko
2025 Lincoln S8t.
Berkeley, Calif,
Dear Mrs. Kaneko:
I would thank you to let me know the present address

of Mr. Hisashi GQO. Kaneko

Mr, Hiroshi Kaneko
Mtés Kimiko Kaneko—

~so that final papers concerning their citizenship status

may be transmitted to them. Please use the enclosed

cards and self-addressed envelope for your reply to me.

%1}7 yours,




WAYNE M. COLLINS

Attorney At Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIFORNIA

GArfield 1-5827

August 25, 1960

Mrs. Kimiko Kaneko
¢/o0 Mrs, Tome Kaneko
2025 Lincoln St.
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Mrs, Kaneko:

If you wish to receive your individual certified
copy of the '"Final Judgment' of the Court that cancels
your wartime renunciation of citizenship and that
declares you to be a U.S. citizen, you can obtain it
from me by sending to me the $ 275,00 balance due on
your account. Sometime in the future you may need
this document to prove your citizenship, to obtain a
passport, to establish your right to vote, in applying
for employment, Social Security benefits, various
licenses, loyalty checkup, etc. If it presses you too
much to pay your balance in a lump sum, you can let me
know and arrangements can be made for you to pay the
balance by installments. I am enclosing a stamped
envelope for your reply.

Very pruly yours,

(e




