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Americani sm Committee
The American Legion* Department of California, 17th District

w ,  vosepn wonara  
� � �S Charming Way
Berkeley, California $L■

Dear Sir �

I hare been appointed as Chairman of a Committee  
to investigate and report to the Legion on problems  
surrounding the Japanese durihg the war and also aft er it  
is over. In this connection I am advised that you are  
connected with the National Japanese American Student  
Belocf tion Council.

If you have any literature or information which  
will assist in fairly and completely setting forth the  
problems and methods for their solution, I would  
greatly appreciate receiving it as I am sure It M i l  be of  
substantial assistance.

912 Bovan Building . Phone Michigan llM*  
Los Angeles, California

January 18, 19^3

Yours very sincerely,  

s/ Ben S Beery

Ben S. BeeryBSBîlb



LEGION ADOPTS PASADENA*S VIEWS ON JAPANESE QUESTION

v | So pleased was the National executive committee o f the American Legion  
with an article written by W, W. Oolton of Pasadena reg arding exclusion  
of Japanese from the United States, that the article was adopte d as the  
official viewpoint of the American Legion*

from The Pasadena Post, May 11, 1943

The article referred to above follows.

ONLY ONE WAY OUT

The murder of General Doolittle �� flyers by an exultant Japanese  
government became known at the height of a silly but danger ous  
campaign to release and resettle the "loyaln Japanese on th e Pacific  
Coast and in Arizona* It is hoped this horrible, official execution,  
which was patently preceded by torture, will bring the inherent  
sadism and savage appetites of the Nipponese race sharply to the  
attention of the grandmothers - old and young, male and female *  who,  
in the mistaken interests of justice, would repopulate the Fa r West  
with unassimilable aliens, whose presence, now or a hundred ye ars  
from now, could only end in tragedy and disaster*

As for making distinctions between "loyal" end "Disloyal” Nisei , the  
people of this area know such a proposal constitutes the u ltimate  
horseradish* It simply can’t be done* The mind of the Japenese-  
Amerioan is utterly inscrutable to the Caucasian, though h e lives  
next door for a lifetime. Most of the internees protest th eir  
allegiance to the United States, which is obviously to th eir  
advantage. But the extent of the Pearl Harbor Day riots at Mansanar  
and Poston give many of them the lie. And, not one instance has be en  
published of a "loyal" Japanese giving information of tra itorous  
activities on the part of & single p rson among the thousan ds of  
disloyal brethren* The grandmothers ean*i answer that one,  except  
to say, "They’re human beings", hich may possibly be so but  which  
has nothing to do with the danger of turning them loose in th e 
designated war zone.

To release them to the interior, where they might acquire property  
and form rapidly-multiplying Colonies - forever alien - would lik ewise  
be a tragic move. The mistaken humanitarians of the east and midwest  
who, for many years, opposed California’s alien land laws and the  
Oriental Exclusion Act because they were so far from the situation  
they didn’t know what they were talking about, find, in this threat,  
their chickens come home to roost. In sheer self-defense and with  
only a hazy idea of what the Japanese infiltration would mean, the  
Michigan State Legislature has passed a doubtfully co nstitutional  
exclusion act of its own; the war industries of Pittsburgh h ave  
stated emphatically that they won’t hire them; and almost every state  
suggested as a haven for them has protested frantically if so metimes  
informally•

The Nipposese are out of place in this country - they will always  
be out of place. Their residence anywhere in the United States, with  
their child and female labor making the underselling of white farmer s  
and merchants a foregone conclusion, would eventually be as tough and  
dangerous for the Japs as for their Caucasian neighbors* R ace riots  
might ensue. Bitterness would always be present*



With the welfare of both American and American-born Japa nese at  
«take, there is but one way out* It can be used immediatel y at the  
close of this war - it can never be used again* Send them back  
across the Pacific to live among their natural kindred* Their  
opportunities for social acceptance and self-respect lie there.

Would they be humiliated by such a procedure? Ghly for a year or  
two, after which they would become social and economic leaders of  
their communities* Would they prosper? Anywhere* Would th ey  
encounter competition? With millions of Oriental and Pacific  
island acres to which they might be transposted - not too much.
Would their removal be constitutionalI The Constitution wa s made  
for amendments in crises* Would they undergo financial hardships  
because of deportation? Mo* Their property has been sold or is in  
the process of being sold at a fair market price and al l transact�
ions can be completed before the war is over* Will the opportunit y  
to deport them in a humane manner occur again? Mo. Because with  
hard cash in their hands, the Hisei upon release, will buy property  
at once and tie themselves to the soil* Will the opportunity  to  
deport them at all occur again? No * Because they propogate too i  
rapidly and, in all liklihood, they will never again be entirely  
assembled in camps under the arbitrajry control of federal authorities  
Will resettlement in the Orient or Pacific islands cost money?  Plenty  
But far less than the retention of the Nisei in America, with the  
specter of their possible domination of western agrioulture, the  
menacing race problem caused by their fecundity and the a lmost  
certain stimulation of World War 111 as a result of uncea sing and  
unavoidable bitterness between irreconcilable opposite s living  
together•

The time comes to men and nations when an unpleasant purga tive is  
the only way to health. That time, for the United States, is about  
to arrive*

from the Pasadena Bulletin of May 1, 1943, published  
by Pasadena Post No. 13 of the American Legion



copy AMERICAN LEGION 
HOLLYWOOD WORLD WAR II 
POST 591

2035 North Highland /venue  
Hollywood 2ft, Calif#

Address tour Reply Tot

Milton Lub&n, Chairman Publicity Committee  
14391 North Sierra Bonita  
Hollywood, ��, California
Hillside 0733 ' , l l g M U M $ | | p / ;

«X**»»»»»»»»» X* »«»»»»

The first Japamese-Amerlean veteran of World War 2 to become a member of  
the American Legion#

Harley M. Oka, member of American Legion Post 591  
Hollywood World War II  
Age 2ft
Two brothers in U# S* A ray now serving overseas  
Oka bora in Santa Ana, Calif#,!"
Schooling! Huntington Beach, Calif# and  
Woodbury Business College, Los Angeles, Calif,
Voluntarily enlisted in U* S# Army, not drafted  
Honorable Discharge from C# S# Army December 14-, 1 944

In California again since abt# December 27th, 1944

Parents in Relocation Center at Poston, Arizona

»» » � »ihhhuhh h h h h h i  *■ *#»#»

Post 591, American Legion, Hollywood World War II, on January 9th, 1945, unanimously  
adopted the following r ©solution*

R e s o l u t i o n  I
�.':::' jhhhhhhhi »»»ft*»»»*»»**»#»

Whereas, We as members of the American Legion are p ledged to support the Constitution  
of our country and

Whereas, %  consider the guaranty effected by articl e 14 of the Constitution to be of  
great importance to us In the maintenance of our dem ocratic Ideals and

Whereas, recently there has been much controversy a nd agitation in the Western States  
and particularly in California attacking the rights  of American citizens of

Japanese 'descent and

Whereas, affected by these unjust attacks are many American citizens who have served in  
our Armed Forces not only in World War 1 but are st ill serving in World War II,  
many of them haring received citations end commenda tions for valor beyond the  

call of duty and

lifeSfc^ i.



A

Whereas, among this falsely attacked group are loya l American veterans who have served  
and &r@ serving actively and patriotically as Ameri can Legionaires and

Whereas, the order of evacuation issued by the U* S * Army has now been vacated and

Whereas, w© are aware of the fact that disloyal Jap anese and such Americans of Japanese  
descent who are suspect will be kept in custody of the government with a view  
toward deportation and de-naturalization after the war and

Whereas, the American legion has full confidence in  the judgement of our military  
authorities and

Whereas, there have been grave assaults upon the in herent rights of fellow Americans and

Whereas, there is now being waged a persistent camp aign of intolerance, prejudice and  
hatred against them and

Whereas, there is cause for grave suspicion that ce rtain elements are waging this campaign  
behind the cloak of false patriotism although their  only true consideration  
concerns their selfish economic advantage!

WOW, THEREFORE, we, the members of Post 591 America n Legion, Hollywood, World War II,  
Department of California hereby declare �

1# We the members of this Post condemn any discrimi nation of whatsoever typ#  
against any American citizen based on the stand tha t he or she is of Japa�
nese or any ����� racial descent«

2* We as veterans of World II have been fighting fo r the ideals of and  
principals guaranteed by the 0* S* Constitution and  are much concerned  
over the actions of certain groups and individuals who are attacking thee e  
ver ideals for which we have been fighting*

3* We strongly condemn any efforts to establish a false distinction among
American citizens based on race, color or religious  creed, such distinctions  
being a. complete violation of the constitutional p rovision that there be  
no such distinction established among American citi zens.

4* We therefore condemn the action of the Hood Rive r Post of the American  
Legion in effacing the names of American soldiers f ighting overseas from  
their honor roster as a shameful act which discredi ts ��	 humiliates the  
name of the American Legion*

5* We urge all comrades of our Post and all other A merican Legion Posts and  
all citizens who have the welfare of the nation at heart to safeguard the  
constitutional rights of all Americans regardless o f race, color and creed*
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t The me e t ing o f Hol ly  wo od /orl d iar II p  os t 591 ,

Amer ican Legion, was ca l led to order by the post C o m m a n d e r , 

and the proceedings had cont inued to the point wher e the rol l  

Call of off icers was cal led for, where upon-, a m a n , apparently,  

a veteran of y/orld .War i, in the uni form of the A mer ican  

Legion, asked to introduce Dist r ic t  Commander Horto n,

The r e u p o n , Distr ict  Commandsr  H o r t o n , accompanied by six  

Legionnai res in uniform, apparent ly veterans of wor ld  War  I,  

proceeded to the platform, took over the m i c r o p h o n e , and  the  

fo l lowing occur red : )

DISTRICT G.Qlliill'IDER HORTON: Comrades, as Distr i ct  

Commander, it becomes my unpleasant duty to take ov er this  

meet ing  that you, my c o m r a d e s , may get my story wit hout inter�

ruption.

I came here a little over a month ago and rec i ted t o you  

certain matters that should be adjusted, and some o f those  

have been adjusted.

§ First of a l l , Sergean t -a t -a rms , wil l yo u  ascer ta i n  if all  

present are members of the Amer ican Legion? To simp l i fy t h a t ,  

is there anybody here who is not a member of the Am er ican  

L eg  ion.?,.

MR. G-OULD: Comrade Distr ict  Commander, I rise to a  

point  of personal  privi lege. As a member  of this Po st,  I  

desire to make this statement to the membership her e that the  

act ions of the 24th Distr ict  Commander  in taking ov er this  

meet ing are not in accordance wi th the Const i tu t ion  of the
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State Department of Cal i forn ia nor  of the Nat iona l  Const i tu t ion

DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON : • Y o u  wi l l  have plenty of time  

;o make that statement afterwards,

JUDGE ADVOCATE KLEINER: A  point of pr iv i lege is ra i se!  

n d  1 demand the priv i lège

DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON; Serge an t-at-arms , rem ove

(At this point there were shouts, f rom the membersh ip of  

Take them out .n )

JUDGE ADVOCATE KLEINER: A  member of our post  has ra ised  

. point of pr iv i lege and I demand that he get it.

^ D I S T R I C T  COMMANDER HORTON: No.

■ . (At  this point there were shouts f rom the membe rship of  

Take him out..11 )

DISTRXCTHCQMMANDER' HORTON : Comrades, I p resumed t hat  

his wou l d  h a p p e n , and if you" want to be long to the  Amer ican  

egion I wou ld  suggest that you  be courteous and hea r what  

his is al l  about. If you  wi l l  be pat ient  and l is ten  to what  

his is al l  about  instead of popping off I am sure t hat yo u  

ill be happy-that you  did.'

(Scat tered app lause.)

JUDGE ADVOCATE KLEINER: A  member of this pos t  has r aisec  

point of privi lege.

A  V O I C E : We do n Tt want no Japs.

VICE COMMANDER CANN: May  I have ' the f l o o r a  m i n u t e ,  

pleas e 1  ’ |j |§g
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DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON; .Comrade, if you  w i l l  wa it  

unti l  this is through* If yo u  wi l l  l is ten to what is  to be  

said, I am sure that you  wi l l  be sat is f ied that thi s is be ing  

handled in the proper  manner.

MR. COULD: Comrade Distr ict Commander.

JUDCS ADVOCATE KLEINER: Comrade Horton, you  came up  and  

said you  were talcing over this meeting. A  member of thi s  

Post  is ask ing a point of privi lege. How are y o u  ta lcing over  

this meet ing?

DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON: I wi l l  answer that after  the  

meet ing  is f inished.

(At this point there were shouts f rom the membershi p of  

"Answer him now", and var ious other shouts f rom the  membership

DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON: Comrades, I w ish that yo u  

wou l d  realize that the Amer ican Leg ion is composed of 12,000  

P o s t s , and I wou ld  —  f e l l o w s , just be pat ient  and  l is ten to  

this ‘Story*!|

A  VOICE: §| I don* t like Japs and never  will. To h el l  with  

the Japs.

JUDCE ADVOCATE KLEIDSR: Is that man a member of thi s  

Post? j;!

A  VOICE: I am a member.

MR. COULD: ' Comrade Commander.

JUDGE ADVOCATE1 KLEINER: Y o u  said you  were going to  take

over.

DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON: Your  commander has graci ous ly
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accepted, and. I am  taking over.

JTJDG-E ADVOCATE KLEINER: There is a point of order  

raised.

MB. COULD: The Judge Advocate, Comrade Distr ict  

Commander* is the off icer e lec ted to answer questio ns on  

points of pr iv i lege and I desire that that quest ion  be ans w e r �

ed by the Judge Advocate of Post  591, Ho l lywood wor ld  war  II  

ve ter.ans, whether  or not the act ion of the 24th Di str ict  

Commander is consti tut ional. We are running on a de mocrat ic  

basis and the preamble to the const i tu t ion sets for th that  

that is so. The const i tu t ion and by-laws of Ho l lywood Wor l d  

War II Post 591 are set forth, and the char ter  of p ost  591

was gran ted  by the State Department of Cali fornia. The duties
are '

of the 24th Distr ict  Commander/as set forth in the cons t i tutio  

of the Arnerican L e g i o n , Department of Ca l i f o r n i a , and the  

b y - l a w s , Art icle V, and there is no author i ty  in th e 24th  

Dis tr ict Commander to take over any meeting. If th ere are  

any charges to, be made —

DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON: That is your  opinion, and  

i f  that is all you  have to say,, thank, you.

'MR. COULD: I want an answer f rom the Judge Advocat e of  

post  591. ;|| •.

JUDGE ADVOCATE KLEINER: There is no author i ty,  to m y  

k n o w l e d g e , for  the 24th Distr ict Commander  coming o ver and  

taking over.

(Applause.)
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If the Commander  of the 24th Distr ict  has any knowl edge  

I do not have he can hack it up* or anything the Am er ican  

Legion has. we want to hear it*

DISTRICT' COMMANDER HORTON; I wi l l  say it r ight now .  

Y o u  are a member of the 24th Distr ict  whether  you  l ike it or  

not. Y o u  are a member of the Amer ican Leg ion and no t an  

isolated, independent o rgan iza t i on , and as the seni or  State  

off icer in this department I am taking over for  the  purpose

of this meeting. That is my author i ty  and that is wh ere I

stand. If you  dispute it, show me where you have an y right.

JUDGE ADVOCATE KLEINER: As a legal man I want your  

authority. I do not want your word. Y o u  show us whe re the  

Department Commander  has the right to take over any  meet ing  

in your  district.

DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON: I am not the Department  

Commander. I am the Distr ict  Commander.

JUDGE ADVOCATE KLEINER: Do you have that author i ty?

DISTRICT COMMANDER HORTON: Yes, I have that authori ty.  

I donTt need  it. Y o u  are not in formed on it.

Comrades, I have come to you  wi th a spir i t  of f r ien d l i �

ness because —

A VOICE: Who are you to take the floor?

(At this point there was disorder.)

A  VOICE: Are you  a bunch of dopes? Are you  go ing to  

let them come here and take over our meeting?

A VOICE: Let us hear what it is all about
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MR* MORGAN: Comrades, you. are be hairing like a bunch o f  

Mex ican  hoodlums.

MR. LUBAN: I wou ldnT t use the word "Mex ican" . That  is  

no way to pat it.

MR. MORGAN: He is oar Distr ict  Commander  and  he has  

certain rights represent ing the Department of Calif ornia.  

There are cer ta in things go ing on in the Post. ve h ave oar  

charter at the wi l l  of the 24th District. They are the ones  

who say whether we have a charter or whsther  we d o n Tt have a  

eharter. Jesas Christ, men, when somebody comes int o yoar  

lo.me do y o a  treat them like this?

A VOICS: If he takes over, yes.

MR. MORGAN: I have the floor. Jast a m i n a t e , please .

A VOICS: Y o a  asked a question.

MR. MORGAN: There are a lot of things yoa  fel lows  

Ion1t understand. There are a lot of things yoa hav e never  

leard. Y o a  are going to hear a lot before this meet ing is  

>ver tonight. The Distr ict  Commander  has come into this  

3ost and we have oar charter at his will.

A  VOIC3: That is bunk, for one man to do that.

MR. MORGAN: Al l  right, I rest.

MR. GOULD: Comrade Morgan stated that the 24th Dist r ict  

Commander  had the power to take away the charter  of  post  591.  

low, the rales and regulat ions and the Trial Manaa l  of the  

Amer ican Legion provide in Sect ion 1, Title 4, that  a charge  

that any post  shoaid for any good  and saf f ic ient  ca ase have .
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its charter  cancelled, suspended or revoked may be in i t iated  

by any intermediate body between the Post  and. the Department,  

Said charge shal l  be in writ ing, s igned by the resp ect ive  

Commanders and Adjutants of the intermediate bodies  or  

Posts as the case may be, and sworn to before any o ff icial  

author ized to adminis ter  oaths.

Then the procedure goes on with regard to a tr ial b y  

the Execut ive Commit tee appointed by the State Depa rtment of  

California. There is an opportuni ty g iven the off ic ers of  

our post to have witnesses present to test i fy under  oath,  

a transcript is made, and any other records. The dem ocratic  

process that is set up under the const i tu t ion of th e Un i ted  

States is set up in the const i tut ion of the Amer ica n Legion,  

and we are all  proud of that.

We desire to operate in accordance with the preambl e of  

the constitution that was read when this meet ing wa s opened.  

We are all  anxious to live as a prac t ica l  every day  fact  

under the const i tut ion, not only of the Un i ted  S t a t e s , but  

the const i tut ion of the Legion, and I know we are a ll proud  

of it. But we do not desire to have any of our righ ts, any  

of our f r e e d o m s , taken away by any action that is n ot in  

accordance with the const i tut ional  procedure.

If the £4th Distr ict  Commander had requested the pr iv i �

lege f rom our Commander  to address our meeting, as h e has  

done in the past, and as have other visitors, I am certain  

that the recept ion to h im would  have been the same recept ion
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that we all  desire, that is, an opportuni ty to he h eard, an  

opportuni ty to answer any questions, an opportuni ty  to  

f reely discuss the problems that confront us t o d a y ,  and that  

is al l  we want.

(App lause.)

DISTRICT COMMANDER H O R T O N : Thank you, Comrade Gould .  

That is a very beaut i fu l  speech but it has noth ing to do with  

the point in question. That is exactly what I was tr ying to  

avoid, a tr ial  and suspension of your charter, and if you

wil l  be k ind enough to l isten you wil l  realize what  I was  

try ing to arrive at.

As previous ly  stated, I came here a month and a hal f  

ago in the f r iendl iest  feeling. Y o u  know ful l  wel l  that I  

was one of the or ig inal  organizers of this post. The  proposi-

t ion was suggested, to the Membership Chairman of t he Ho l l y �

wood Post  by  me long before Johnnie ever got in tou ch with  

any of your fellows. The idea was mine originally. I am  

more anxious for its success than any man in this r oom.

My  only object in coming here was to see if I could  not  

get those of you  who are s incerely in terested in le arning  

the Leg ion  program to operate as a Legion post  and not as an  

independent, one-man identity. That is my only obje ct in  

coming here to you.

When I came here in November  I compla ined that you were  

not cooperat ing in the Leg ion program, that you  wer e not  

enter ing into the hospi ta l  program, that you  had  no t pa id
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your dues to the Distr ict  or County Council, that y ou  had not  

axamined discharges of the members as they were ent ered on  

your rolls, that you  had not se lected or e lected de legates,  

or at least they had not appeared, at any of the po ints that  

they should have appeared, and  that you  had made a one-man  

rule and a one-man post. Am I right?

(At this point there were shouts f rom the membershi p of

"Ho" . )

DISTRICT COMMAEDER H O R T O R : Am I right when I say I did

present those matters to you?

A  VOICE: Y e s , but you  are not right when you  say th is

is a one-man post.

DISTRICT COIMARDER HORTOR: I ¿Lid present those mat ters  

to you. The quest ion of who y ou  like and don*t like  doesn ’t  

enter this mat ter  at all. I am not interested a par t icle  

in anyth ing except ing the good of the Legion.

Row, what has been done about the above? We have ha d  

very litt le cooperat ion on the Leg ion  program. I am  assured  

you  are examining the discharges before you  accept them in  

some instances, that you  are going to at tend tne ho spi ta l  

commiss ion meetings and visi tat ions, that you  have pa id  your,  

dues. As a result of that meet ing in November  you h ad a  

special  Execut ive Commit tee meet ing and you-know wh at  you  

agreed to do. At that very meet ing a check was made  out for  

the dues of the Distr ict  and your  Commander  carr ied  it with  

him for more than two weeks before he f inal ly tu rne d it in to
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one of the Distr ict  officers.

How, C o m r a d e s , with that forewarning that all of th ose  

many items were cause for suspension of the charter , you  

st i l l  carr ied on under the same p lan wi thout  at temp t ing to  

get on the hand wagon of the Legion as a Post.

I have main ta ined then and mainta in  now that your  

Commander  by temperament and abi l i ty  was not qual i f ied to  

direct this post, par t icu lar ly  in its formative sta ges. He  

has made many speeches where he usual ly insults the  older  

members. He has not kept  his promises. He has promo ted  

discontent and lack of unity in this Post. The Leg i on  must  

be strong, and  to be strong it must be unified.

We have an Amer ican ism program in the Amer ican Leg i on  

contain ing 34 separate and distinct programs which take in  

many activ i t ies, one of which is radical  research, an d  the  

Department of Cal i forn ia  has set that aside as a sp ecial  

commission because it requires study and long exper ience of  

individuals to work on that par t icu lar  activity. Th e only  

act iv i ty  we f ind  you  engaging in is one that yo u  ap parent ly  

know the least about, and that is one that comes un der the  

head of radical  activi t ies. The sp lend id  program of  the  

Legion that you  have not entered into, that many of  y o u  could  

have been interested in, has been brushed aside a n d  you have  

taken on one of these spectacular  things, and now y ou  have  

grasped one of internat ional  consequence, when you enter into

a program such as you  did at your  last meet ing
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This p rogram of the Japanese is one wi th which you  are  

not familiar. Yo u  could not be fami l iar  w i t h  it. Y o n  read 

an occasional  newspaper  that tel ls you  something bu t you  

donTt know the under ly ing mot ives back of it or the  actions  

of the Army. Why should you  or any Leg ion  post  take  it upon  

yourselves to carry this mat ter  to the publ ic to pr ove that  

there is disunity in the Leg ion and start a controv ersy that  

could be such a hot fire that it wou ld  sweep throug h the  

whole organizat ion?

Now, Comrades, I know that most of yo u  are s incerel y and  

honest ly  in terested in the Amer ican Leg ion and its program.

I came here tonight and used this me thod  rather  tha n the  

method I have at my control, be ing e lected as Distr ict  

Commander and being the intervening of f icer between  the  

Department Commander  and yourselves,  to file charge s which  

I refuse to do at the moment. I do not want to file  those  

charges. I came here to appeal to you and I would  l ike to  

have a gent leman that I have brought with me explai n to you  

certain things that you  are not fami l iar  wi th if yo u  wil l  be  

courteous enough to l is ten to what he has to say. T hen I  

wi l l  give you the message that I came here to b r ing  you.

I want you  to l is ten to Dr. John R. Lechner, a Doct or  

of Divinity, who has been for  many years connected  closely  

with the Korean underground and the spy sys tem in H awaii,,  

and perhaps is the best informed man on the Japanes e situatioi  

on the West  Coast. May I present Dr. John R. Lechner?
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DR* JOHET R* LSCHNSRt Comrades, I happen to be in a  

very tough spot and  I do ask your  i ndu lgence , every  one of  

you.

In the first place, I am not a member of the 24th  

District. I am not an of f icer of the District. I ha ve no  

connect ion with this post  or with your  new post.

However, I have felt a keen sense of pride that  

Hol lywood should nurture a young organizat ion which  was  

dest ined to become and wil l  become the outstanding unit of  

the Amer ican Leg ion  for the new Wor ld  War veterans in  

America.

This is an experiment. If some of you  feel  badly at  

the display of temper a few minutes ago, let me sug gest that  

you recal l  that 26 years ago we young fel lows at th at time  

iad as much v im and vigor and determinat ion that we  were  

going to do cer tain t h i n g s , and we felt exact ly the  same way  

it some of our meetings. �� you  are real ly good  Legionnaires  

bo start with.

However, there is one very important thing to consi der,  

and please bel ieve me when I say it, because it has  been my  

privilege to visit the hospitals, to see the boys, not this  

aonth or this year but for 26 years. I have talked to these  

den who reach out f rom their hospi ta l  beds for cons olat ion  

m d  they have a real problem which means life to the m and  

íope. They have turned to the Amer ican Legion.

If the Legion has done things f rom time to time —  a nd
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they have. I have got ten my spanking. It was just a  year  

ago when I got the hacking of my distr ict and went to  

Washington with £00 resolut ions f rom that many post s and .  

Departments. I made ment ion of the fact that most o f the  

posts in the Department were beh ind  it, and  when I came hack  

the boys up north in San Francisco gave me a very, very  

hard, tough spanking. They said that I had c la imed to  

represent the Department, which I did not do, but t he impres�

sion was there and  so I was guilty.

I took that on the chin but it was hard. It was har d  

because I just went to a l i t t le town, a few weeks a f ter  

that, the town of Santa Maria,  and  the pastor of th e 

Methodis t  Church c i rcu la ted 3,000 copies of a churc h bu l le �

t in f i l led wi th  v i l l i f icat ion against me and headed  by a  

statement that I was repudiated by the Amer ican Leg ion.

Every  place I w e n t , even to Salt Lake City a n d  Denv er, and  

when I was back in D e t r o i t , I got the same thing th ere. But  

it d idnrt make me bitter. It made me fee,l that bad , but it  

d idn ’t make me b i t te r  because, Comrades, I see an e ndless  

vis ion of the things that I have seen for 26 years of men  

who would not have had a chance, of famil ies who wo uld  not  

have had a chance, if it had  not been for the 300,0 00 f i les  

that I saw and rubbed my fingers across some of the m in  

Washington in the Rehabi l i ta t ion Department. The he art and  

soul of the Amer ican Legion has been to give those Comrades  

a fa i r  b reak  and a chance for  their  families* We ha ve got
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a real program there.

We talk about delinquency. Y o u  know, in a new post  

like this we ought to have two or three nights just  given  

over to what the Amer ican Legion has done to give u s a  

challenge a n d  a v ision for the next  25 years under your  

leadership.

Five hundred thousand boys every summer are taken o ff  

the streets and put into junior baseball. The Ameri can  

Legion sponsors more Boy Scout troops than any othe r organi�

zat ion in America, 4,000 Boy Scout troops. It pays the b i l ls  

for them, provides leadership for them, and provide s camps  

for them.

In the 12,000 Posts  there is hardly a community in  

America that has not been given an ambulance, an ir on lung,  

a swimming pool, a Salvat ion Army bui lding, as we d id in  

Inglewood. The boys have done these things.

Certa in ly  w i th in  the Amer ican Leg ion f rom time to t ime  

we have made mistakes, but when you  leave here toni ght  

remember that the Amer ican Leg ion is far b igger  tha n I am,  

far b igger  than you  and all  of us here. It is b igge r  than  

those 50,000 men who are d ischarged every month now , most of  

them hospital ized. It is as big as the 600 who are amputa�

tion cases every 30 days now. It is as b ig as the t hings  

which twelve mi l l ion  men are f ight ing for across th e seas.

.So, your Commander has asked me — I want no part in  

your  del iberations, but he asked me to give you  som ething of
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my experience on one problem, because I bel ieve tha t perhaps  

a very serious and. unwit t ing mistake was made.

All  of us agree on one thing, I am sure, that any m an  

who served under the Colors, under the Stars and St ripes,  

f ight ing for America, who has an honorable discharg e, is  

ent i t led to membership in the Amer ican Legion.

(Applause. )

Any Amer ican c i t izen of Japanese extract ion who fou ght  

for this country and who has shown his loyal ty by t hat fact  

is ent i t led to every pr ivi lege and opportuni ty the Amer ican  

Legion  has to offer. But that is not the point. The point  

is that the Amer ican Leg ion  is in the toughest spot  we have  

been in for  a long, long time, and the thing that m akes me  

feel so badly in get t ing that verbal spanking is be cause the  

Amer ican Leg ion stuck its neck out to have it shot at by the  

very organized groups which for 20 long years, Comr ades,  

fought the preparedness program of the Amer ican Leg ion, which  

alone could have s topped Hi t le r  before he ever got s tar ted  

in the Ruhr, and then s topped Musso l in i  and Hirohit o. Those  

same groups have used the Amer ican Leg ion for sucke rs in  

the things that I am go ing to tell y o u  about that y ou  have  

not heard  before because it has not come out in the  press  

yet.

I bel ieve as y ou  do, every one of you, that Hood  Ri ver  

Post  of the Amer ican Legion did a chi ldish, foolish ,  

impetuous thing in removing the names of the Japane se f rom
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its honor roll*

A  iTOICBr Why?

DR. LI? 0 HUE R : TIThy ?

A VOICE: Yes.

DR. Li?CHUSR: Because they were ent i t led to have th at  

place f rom their service. I have asked for the priv i lege of  

the f loor and  the courtesy, w i l l  you  please extend that to  

me? I am not in a debate and I don1t want to be hec kled.  

Please give me the pr ivi lege of present ing the thin gs that I  

have found  out.

Tais is not  my feel ing on this mat ter  as far as you  are  

concerned, but the very fact that your Post  went on  record  

cr i t ic is ing another post  of the Amer ican Leg ion was  exactly  

wh&t the Paci f ic  Coast Committee on Amer ican Pr inc i p les and  

Pair  P lay  wanted, and what the Communist  par ty  in p oint 3 of  

tneir £6 points program wanted* In point 3 the Comm unist  

Par ty  leadership has ordered its members to minimiz e the  

Japanese situation. Fol lowing that the next sentenc e is,  

tfSmear any persons who would  attract at tent ion to the J apanese  

menace .tT

There is one organization, the Churchmen1s committee  

for Chr is t ian Peace, headed by Dr. pa lmer  of the Un ivers i ty  

of Chicago Theological  Seminary. It was the vice pr esident  

of the Un ive rs i t y  of Chicago, who, addressing the L eague of.  

Women voters in Apri l ,  1944, in Washington, D. 0. w ho made  

this astounding remark in answer to a quest ion f rom  the
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f loor  as to whether he wou ld  defend the Un i ted  Stat es  

against Japan. He said, rtI would go al l  the way to  Tokio  

to f ight the Japanese if this were a just wa r . "

The Method is t  Conference of Southern Cali fornia, a  

year  and a half ago, lost by  one lay vote —  the ministers  

voted 90 percent for  it, but one lay man was able t o tip  

the balance against the resolut ion, and this was th e  

resolut ion, nIf the Japanese should invade Cal i forn ia soil  

we wou ld  extend the hand  of fe l lowship and demonstr ate  

the eff icacy of Chr is t iani ty."

Comrades, we are in a war, a hard, tough war, in wh ich  

our boys are f ight ing for everyth ing they have got,  f ight ing  

for America.

Just last week I had the experience in my own h o m e ,  

Comrades, I found my little gir l  cry ing as if her h eart were  

broken. I cou ldnTt stop her for  an hour. She cou ld  hardly  

speak for hours a f terward because she got word  that  her  

sweetheart  or f iance was in a hospi ta l  in the phi l l ip ines.  

The next  day my other daughter had the same experie nce.

Y o u  know, this is a tough th ing we are up against  a nd  

we should look at the prob lem at h o m e :as it relates , to the  

Japanese question. So, there are just a few litt le things  

I want to tell you  f rom my records f rom £Q years* e xperience  

in Intel l igence work on un-Amer ican activit ies. Thi s is not  

new. I am not like the one who test i f ied down here a year  

ago at the Cal i fo rn ia  Assembly Hearing. When he was  asked
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how long he had been interested in the Japanese que stion,  

and he is one of the leaders, head of the Civ i l  L ibe r t ies  

Union  in this area, he said, ”0 h , since Pear l  Harbo r . ”

He was asked, "You were not Interested in the Japan ese  

quest ion be fo re?”

”N o . ”

"Did yo u  know any Japanese be fo re?”

”1 can1t say I knew any Japanese before pear l  Ha rb o r . ”  

He, like thousands of others, has gone overboard w i th �

out knowing what is in back of the matter.

The reason we have a problem, Comrades, is because the  

Japanese colony in the Un i ted  States was gu i l ty  of things  

that no other racial  group in Amer ica would  have be en gui l ty  

of. Consequently,  it takes the prob lem out of what we call  

the minor i ty  racial  sphere and places it in the sphe re of  

Nat iona l  security. I t has no th ing to do wi th  the J apanese  

because they are yellow. If it had anyth ing to do wi th the  

Japanese because they were yel low, then we wou ld  ha ve a  

different att i tude f rom what we have toward the Chi nese here,  

the Koreans, and the Fi l ip inos, whom we are t reat in g absolute  

ly as our equals and with exemplary conduct.

Before Pear l  Harbor  it was my privi lege to work clo sely  

wi th  the Korean Intel l igence Service, and through t hat  

and  other sources we ascer ta ined some of the organi zat ions  

on the Coast, just a few of them, such as the Japan ese  

Mi l i ta ry  Serv icemen1s L e a g u e , 7200 members on the C oast,
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every man of whom was sworn to die for japan; 4800 members  

of the Comradeship Society, which is the Amer ican a rm of  

the B lack  Dragon, every man sworn to die for Japan,  and  

many of them Japanese-Amer icans , an d  probably the m ost  

dangerous group of all. In Cal i forn ia  we had 11 sep arate  

organizat ions wi th branches in almost every city in  the  

state.

The Kibe i  is a Japanese-American, an Amer ican cit iz en,  

born here, who went back to Japan at the expense no t of his  

family, not of himself, but at the expense of the J apanese  

government.

In 1938 my old f r iend —  not my friend, but one I go t  

a great k ick  out of watching because he was so crazy , he  

was one of the men the Fe.deral agents p icked up be fore pear l  

Harbor. His name is Hakamura, the head of the Japan ese  

AssocHat ion in the Los Angeles area. &e was connect ed with  

the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and operated the J ukiyaki  

restaurant, and in August 1938 he formed a new asso ciat ion,  

the l i teral  t ranslat ion of the name of which was "C al l ing  

Home the second Generat ion Associat ion",  and they d elegated  

a man to go to Japan to ask the Japanese government ,

"For Go d fs sake, send these boys back  as quickly as  you  can.  

Send back as many as you  can because the c r i t i c ism is so  

high against the Japanese colony because so many Ja panese  

boys are in Japan."

The Japanese newspaper  h e r e , the K o h i , admi t ted  the re
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were £5,000 Amer ican cit izens of Japanese ext ract io n get t ing  

their indoctr inat ion in that year  a n d  enter ing thei r  mi l i tary  

training.

We have made the content ion f rom time to time that the  

W. R. A* has not come oat openly and  above board  in  te l l ing  

the people on the Coast how they were going to solv e the  

problem, nor  did they have any disposi t ion to meet with  

organized groups and solve the problem, Mr, Myer  ha s f rom  

time to time debated it. The announcement came out when the  

evict ion order was suspended that only a few loyal Japanese-  

Americans wou ld  come back to the Coast, and at one re loca�

t ion center 900 in that one camp made out applicat i ons.

There are near ly  50,000 Japanese, Comrades, not loy al  

Japanese-Amer icans , but 50,000 Japanese-Americans a nd al ien  

Japanese in the program, and Mr. Myer  has given the  re loca�

tion centers six months to move the 5 5 percent of th e 

evacuees sti l l  left in some of those camps back to  

California.

The statement has been made, and it has been given to  

us in the press and  f rom certain people f rom the pa ci f ic  

Coast Committee on Amer ican Pr inc ip les of Fa i r  play , composed  

of many of the leading doctors and rel igious leader s, and  

the impression is g iven that the Federal  Bu reau  of Invest i �

gat ion and the Army have checked thoroughly every J apanese  

coming back to the Coast.

Comrades, if you want a program to render a service  to
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the people of Cali fornia, I w i l l  give you  a chal len ge as a  

Post  to get the mi l i tary  branch which is f ight ing t his war,  

the mi l i tary branch of the Army, not the c iv i l ian b ranch  

which or ig inated this w* R, A . , but the mi l i tary br anch —  

get the western Defense command Commanding General  to agree  

that the un i ted  States Army wil l  accept responsib i l i ty  for  

the Japanese coming back here,

I have here a wr i t ten statement f rom Congressman  

Mcliary as of May, 1944. Two letters went f rom the Assistant  

Attorney General of the Un i ted  States; over the Dep artment  

of Justice and  the F* B. I, , and the other f rom th e mi l i tary  

branch of the Un i t e d  States Army, both of them deny ing that  

they have anything to do with the release of Japane se, and  

in one statement the F, B. I. sa id that a year ago the  

F. B. I. par t ic ipated in a joint board  which was ex amining  

the loyal ty  of Japanese in the Weste rn  Defense Comm and.

Then the F. B. I, w i thdrew because the w», R. A* wa s able, to  

overrule the F. B. I. advice^ and since then the pr ecautionary  

agency has been negative.

I bel ieve, Comrades, that Amer ican cit izens on the  

Coast, especia l ly  war  veterans, have a right to ins ist that  

every Japanese coming back here be thoroughly teste d by a  

responsible body, and then when the Army or the F, B, I,  

declares them to be loyal we wi l l  take them at thei r  word  

and they wi l l  be ent i t led to every priv i lege extend ed to  

cit izens here who are assumed to be loyal on the Co ast at the
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How, that is not the only thing. Behind this movement  

the American Legion has been used as a front in their  

pamphlets, half a million pamphlets going out quoting t he 

Department Commander of the Legion, and now the acti on of  

the Post up here in Oregon that has gone out in hundreds of  

thousands of leaflets showing the wild, fanatical ideas of  

those on the Coast as compared to people who want to look  

at this question realistically and citing the Hood Ri ver  

post as an example of the type of mind of those who desire  

to have the Japanese restricted. Bow the action of th is  

Post has given them additional material to send out.

But there is a more harmful plan behind it. fortunat ely  

we were able to get it through Japanese sources last w eek  

from the Hart Mountain Japanese paper, which was the o nlyfrom the Hart M

one that gave a

tell you about.

Last month h Salt Lake City the first Rational  

Conference of the Japanese-American citizens League  in three  

years was held. Leaders from all over the country, many  of  

whom I know, were there. All of their editors and all of  

their front men and public relations men were there. The  

Was Relocation gave it their sanction or their auth ority,  

and Dillon Myer was booked to speak, but he dictaTt g et there  

because something happened.

Attending that conference in a joint session were
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representat ives of the Amer ican w a y , the Paci f ic  Co ast  

Committee on Amer ican Pr inc ip les an d  Pai r  play, and  some of  

our leading churches interested in the Japanese que stion.

This is the four-point  program which they adopted, and  

this is why, Comrades, we have a problem in the act ion that  

was taken here, which was purely, I know, a mistake .

point  Ho. 1, restore to all Japanese all losses sus �

ta ined as a result of the evacuation, including los s of  

earning power for three years.

Before I would submit to that k ind of a program,  

sponsored by the Amer ican Civi l  L iber t ies Union, wh ich would  

result  in a series of damage suits against the gove rnment  

to recover loss of earning power ¿just because they  happened  

to have been sent to the evacuat ion center for  secu r i ty  

purposes, I wou ld  yel l  f rom the housetops a chal len ge to  

these organizations, "For Co d Ts sake, do something f or the  

twelve mi l l ion boys who are out there f ight ing for Amer ica."  

Some of them are ly ing in hospitals f rom now on to the end  

of time like the ward  that I learned about today wh ere none  

of us could even go in, the basket department, so h orr ib ly are  

those boys maimed that no one can go in.

Comrades, I want to make this statement, that not o ne  

of these Japanese has ever v is i ted a government hos pi ta l  and  

put a cigarette in the mouth of a Comrade there, a man who

fought for  Amer ica and for them.

The second point is to provide — push the campaign under
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way now to gat the 60,000 Japanese at Tale Lake to s ign a

litt le slip of paper the w. 11. A. puts oat saying they are  

going to aphold Amer ican inst i tat ions and everyth in g they  

said for the last three years they d id not mean. Th e  

article says, ’’Give them another chance. ir

In other w o r d s , the p lan is to damp on Cali fornia, not  

loyal Japanese-Americans who fought in Italy, hat 6 0,000  

disloyal Japanese from pule Lake.

Comrades, again, we are in a war. I wonder if that k id  

who came to my house at twelve o ’clock last night w ith his  

duffle bag just to have an hour wi th me because he is pal l ing  

oat again — he has been overseas two years in the Pa ci f ic  

and he has to go back again, and a car was wai t ing outside  

to take h im down because he was due at three o ’cloc k in  

San Pedro —  we had a highbal l  together and  I said, 111 hope  

to God yo u  get back as sound as you  are n o w . ” He to ld  ne he  

was wi l l ing to take it. He hates the south Pacif ic,  ffe  

went through hell there and he is going back again wi th a  

smile on his face because he feels he owes it to th is country,  

Are we square to those kids if we compromise wi th  t he enemy  

here at home?

The next point, Ho. 3, is to push the program in  

Washing ton  to have Congress grant Amer ican ci t izensh ip to all  

Japanese aliens in the Un i ted  States.

L is ten to that now. Dr. Gordon Sproul, president of  the

Univers i ty  of Cal i fornia, that great scientist, tha t I saw
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Di l lon Mye r  make a sap oat of s i t t ing on a p la t fo rm  in  

Pasadena two months ago when he s tepped into a f ie l d he  

knew noth ing  about -- he would not know a Japanese f rom a  

Korean, and they are using h im for a front* The pro gram is

to grant to al l  Japanese al iens in America Amer ican  c i t izen�

ship*

If I hold a glass of cream in my hand, what would  

happen if X put water  in it? It was ye l low cream, r ich  

cream, and if I put water  in and kept pour ing water  into  

that cream there would  he noth ing  left  but a g lassf u l  of  

dirty, inky water  that looked like dishwater.

C o m r a d e s , you  can talk Amer ican c i t izenship and  

Americanism, but if you  put all the rot and dirt of  the wor ld  

in it you  wi l l  have very l i t t le left that is clean and  pure  

and like the c i t izenship that our fathers had.

The fourth point, and the final point is to open  

immigrat ion to Japanese after the war.

That is the program, and I bel ieve the Amer ican Leg ion  

has a great responsib i l i ty  in taking the leadership  in  

solv ing this problem, this and other problems.

It is a respons ib i l i t y , and a new Post  like this  

should take the advice and  counsel of the older men  on a  

matter  that is so hot po l i t ica l ly  in the nation* Yo u  have a  

r ight individual ly to do as you  wish and no one has  the  

right to dictate to you, that is not American, you  have a  

right to do that, but you have a responsib i l i ty  and  the
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Amer ican Leg ion at large has a responsibi l i ty,  we h old in  

oar hands, Comrades, the only hope that is left .for a free  

wor ld  for  tomorrow, and I bel ieve that wi th in Amer i ca the  

Amer ican Leg ion is the cleanest, is probably the mo st  

sincere, the most  broad, to cover al l  classes of life, capita  

and labor, black and white and yellow, Cathol ic and  

Protestant  and Jew, an d  the Amer ican Legion in the future  

may be the hope for the preservat ion of those democ rat ic  

principles for which you  fought and for which thous ands wil l  

sti l l  die.

My prayer  is, Comrades, that we have the right spirit ,  

open-minded, eager to learn and to cooperate, a n d  if  there  

is a bad speck any place, a bad apple that might  de stroy the  

barrel, donTt compromise. DonT t compromise. Take t he apple  

out. The price is too great, the future is too seriou sf

Thank you, Comrades, for your  wonder fu l  recept ion a nd  

attendance.

(Applause.)

DISTRICT COMiANDSR HORTON: Thank you, Comrades, for  

your very fine at tent ion an d  your  sincere apprec iat i on of  

this sp lend id  work for the Amer ican Leg ion and  the cause of  

Amer ican principles.

I think my story is simple, Comrades. I hope you wi l l  

bel ieve me when I assure you  again that I am more i nterested  

in the success of this post than anyone in the Dist rict.

Yo u  have, and I don rt need  to tell you  again, had t he
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greatest  opportuni ty of any Post  that I have ever h eard  of.  

The faci l i t ies of this half  mi l l ion dollar bu i ld ing  have  

been given to you. The Ho l l ywood Post  has gone al l  out to  

help you  time and again. We have stood by wi th some  of the  

most br i l l iant  members of the Amer ican Legion, w i l l ing  to  

give you  any advice you  might seek, always voluntee r ing to  

help wi th advice which you  have total ly disregarded .

The matter  of whether or not you  could take a Jap i nto  

your  Post  if you  wanted him is the mat ter  in questi on. The  

Post  is the ^udge of its own membership as far as c reed or  

race is concerned.

We in the Distr ict  cr i t ic ize only the method  by whi ch  

you  did that, the f lagrant manner  in which you  f lau n ted  to  

the Leg ion this breach. I am adv ised that you  went way to  

Santa Ana. Y o u  set forth that you were tolerant and  that is  

why you  went af ter  this Jap, but I have been adv ise d  that  

this Jap came back merely to settle his personal  af fairs and  

then was going away f rom Cali fornia, and in my opin ion you  

were grossly intolerant and not tolerant at all.

Y o u  have perhaps d isturbed plans for this jap who  

wished to be loyal and who wished to abide by the d ecision  

expressed many times in Congress. Only yesterday th e 

expression was made in Congress that if the Japanese  wants  

to prove his loyal ty let him stay away f rom Cal i forn i a where  

they are a l ready star t ing to dynamite them. That is  a  

statement in Congress only yesterday.
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It is not a question of whether  yon cou ld  legal ly t ake

him in. That is per fect ly  al l  r ight if he wan ted  to co me 

in.

H o w  in addi t ion to what Dr. Lechner  said, yo n  all  

have had the opportunity to look into the minutes o f the  

Amer ican Legion, par t icu lar ly  the last convention, and  

therein you wil l  f i nd  a resolut ion in which I had a  part  

and in which I invest igated all of the evidence bef ore the  

resolut ion was prepared, and that is in reference to  the  

Fel lowship of Reconci l iat ion,  where in cer tain a l leg ed  

ministers and other persons who are members of an o rganiza�

tion cal l ing themselves the Fel lowship of Reconci l i at ion,  

are engaged in circulat ing, par t icu lar ly  among high  school  

students, l i terature conta in ing doctrines ident ical  with  

those issued by  the propaganda offices of Japan, op posing  

the sale of war bonds, al l  par t ic ipat ion in the war  effort,  

contr ibut ions by our cit izens to the b lood bank, an d other  

act iv i t ies for which other persons have been t r ied « tvs  

convicted. Therefore, the resolut ion was passed con demning  

those act iv i t ies and  set t ing up a commiss ion to inv estigate  

them. It was proven that this group of so-ca l led mi nisters  

was back of the whole program of set t ing forth the J aps in  

this fashion as a means of fur ther ing their end to undermine  

this country. They are supported by the Fr iends Soc iety of  

Phi lade lph ia  and they are opposing the Legion in th eir  express  

desire to keep the Japa out of California.
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Bear  in mind, Comrades, this Jap prob lem is not a n ew 

one with the Amer ican Leg ion because of the war. Fo r many,

many years we have exposed the equipment of the parse  

seiners with torpedo tabes and  we have shown that th ey have  

been definite spies on the for t i f icat ions on oar co ast for  

many years.

I want to repeat what Dr. Lechner  sa id  again, we are in  

a war. I have foar nephews and a son over there, al l in the  

Paci f ic  area and some in the Phi l l ip ines.  I rece ived  a  

let ter  f rom my son the other day asking, if I wan te d  any  

soavenirs to get somebody else to get them becaase he  woald  

not toach one of the dammed t h i n g s , he hates the Jap s so bad.  

When he left here he ased to k ind  of like them, bat he has  

seen things that have happened to his baddies.

We shoa ld  not have any sympathy in oar hearts for a n  

expressed enemy.

On the qaest ion of yoar act ion on the matter  of the  Hood  

River  Post, I agree wi th  most every other r ight - th i nk ing  

Legionnaire that it was a chi ldish th ing for them t o do ap  

there. However,  we are Legionnaires and we are not adver t is �

ing to the wor ld  that we are disanited.

The Department of Cal i forn ia has for years main ta in ed  

a pol icy which they enforced that any resolat ion ad opted by  

a Post, District, or Area concerning the pol icy of th e 

Amer ican Leg ion be refer red to the Department Comman der  for  

his attention, and that no sach resolat ion be g iven  pabl ic i ty
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through, the press or be sent to officials of the sta te or  

nat ional  government or other representat ives wi thou t the  

permiss ion of the Department Commander or the Depar tment  

Execut ive Committee.

That was enacted in August, 1937, and re-enacted in  an  

Execut ive Committee meet ing on December 11, 1938. T hat is  

the mandate of the Amer ican Leg ion and you are a me mber of  

it and you must abide by it if you  wish to continue a s a  

Legion Post.

We know full wel l  in the Legion, and we insist in t he  

Legion  that total i tar ian nat ions have a right to ma inta in  

the form of government they want. It is none of our  affair.  

We are not 'interested. But we are determined that they are  

not go ing to force their  form of government on us, and  any  

batt les we have against Communism, Fascism, Razi ism , or  

any other fo rm of ism are for  the protect ion of our  American  

way of life-, not f rom any par t icu lar  an imosi ty  to any partici  

lar group, but the Communist  Par ty  has inf i l t ra ted into ever;  

organization, and the method and manner  of your  han dl ing  

this whole s i tuat ion smells to high heaven of the t actics  

pursued by the usual Communist  group.

Unwit t ingly,  as it must be, it was uncal led for bec ause  

you  had something no other new post  had in al l  the whole wid<  

world, you  had an organization, powerful, weal thy a nd capablt  

r ight at your elbow to offer you  advice at al l  times .

My only charge —  and it is not against yo u  boys ind iv id
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daily —  my only charge is that you have had faulty lea der�

ship, extremely faulty leadership. I maintain again that  

by temperament and ability your Commander is unfit to lead  

you. This seeking of publicity was not only a breach of  

the Legion authority, but it was done in a manner a s though  

he were the national Commander and the all-powerful Le gion  

itself, no man is bigger than the Legion and no post.

We have a communication from the Department Commander.

He knew I was coming here tonight, and he will be here in  

two or three days. I want to assure you again and again  

that my first consideration is to save and not destr oy this  

Post. I know many of you boys are swell fellows and you  

mean the right thing, and I am just giving you this me ssage,  

that between now and your next meeting you will clean  up you|  

own linen. I will take no action whatever. At a conferenc e 

which will be held in a few days, it will be decide d whether  

or not that will be the end of the matter.

Comrades, let me assure you again that I am saying  

these things to you in the friendliest spirit. I am telling  

it to you straight from the shoulder without pullin g my  

punches because I am putting my- finger right where t he 

trouble lies and nowhere else, comrades, I know you c an do  

it. You have got a lot of fine fellows here. You have a  

wealth of men to draw on. Go to it now and make a good Post  

and curb §his fellow 1 s activities, his publicity particularly  

and we will be for you all the way and I donTt mean  maybe.
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Now, thanks again for your splendid a t tent ion and I  

want to assure you  it was done for your good. Thank  you.

(Applause. )

(Whereupon, other matters were d isposed of, af ter  w hich  

the fo l lowing occur red : )

MR. KSBT: Comrades, I ask you to stay "because I wan t  

a chance on the f loor to defend mysel f  and I am goin g to read  

you, with your  permission, f rom a statement which I  have  

prepared. I am going to make it as short as possibl e.

You  voted me into the Execut ive Committee as a memb er of  

the committee and our Commander  has made me Chairma n of the  

Amer icanism Committee of our Post.

Inasmuch as the program of the Amer icanism Committe e is  

concerned I wou ld  like to ment ion that I re fused to  funct ion  

in my capaci ty as Chairman of the committee unt i l  I had a  

mandate f rom the Post  to act as such. I therefore d rew up a  

10 point program which, after a few al terat ions, wa s  

approved by the Execut ive Committee on October 17th , 1944.

The program was repr in ted in the Amer icanism Bul le t in  of  

December, 1944.

I bel ieve I can take it for g ran ted  that al l  of you  

have read Eos. 1 and £ of the Bul let in,  i.e., the is sues of  

Bovember  and December. In al l  fairness I wi l l  admit  here  

that both bul let ins were wr i t ten ent irely by me, an d that I  

now stand back  of any statement I have made in thes e

bul let ins
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Y o u  have heard my report at the meet ing of Janaary 9th  

in which I gave you  a factual  report on the America n-  

Japanese question, at which time I also read to you  Art ic le  

14 of the Amendment to the U. S. consti tut ion.

At this meet ing Comrade Leo L. Shibley proposed a  

resolut ion which was unanimously adopted by  the pos t  wi th  

the result that we have received nat ionwide favorab le  

comment. Since then Comrade Shib ley has re- jo ined t he Army  

as a  Sgt. Gunner  in'the Air  Force, and I feel that it is  

only fair to h im who is absent that I admit here th at I  

co-authored wi th h im the resolut ion which he read.

I have never  in my life be longed to any organizat io n  

subscr ib ing to left or right wing ideas. Y o u  all kn ow that  

I have been in business in this town now fo r  about seven  

years —  maybe some of you  donTt know it.

At the age of 41 I vo lunteered for the Army, and I h ave  

a letter here wi th  me in which my draft board  compl ains to  

me that I have caused them considerable trouble in trying to  

get into the Army at my age. A  representat ive f rom Post  43  

happens to be a member of that draft board  and has been  

responsible for  get t ing me into or vot ing me into th e  

Hol lywood Ve te rans1 Council.

As to the newspapers,  I read where the Dai ly Hews of  

Los Angeles —  I am not going to bore you  with that.  That  

and the Hew York Times, Life and  Time are the subve rsive  

newspapers I am reading. I have not be longed to any
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pol i t ica l  organizat ion and I have never  gone into p ol i t ics  

before, and I donTt intend to. Y o u  wil l  all remembe r my  

non-par t isan sppech in which I expla ined to you  tha t I wi l l  

not run for Commander, any off icer or anyth ing of t he sort  

now or ever.

H o w  it is my very unpleasant duty to read to you  a  

le t ter  which I rece ived on January 17th, two days a f ter  the  

meet ing of the 24th District, over the signature of  Comrade  

P. A. Horton, Commander  of the 24th District:

’̂ Dear Comrade Kent:

"You are hereby removed as a member  of the  

Amer ican ism Committee of this District; for the goo d  

of the Legion.

TTA  care ful l  invest igat ion of your  activit ies,  

speeches and wri t ings reveals, your  cr i t ic ism of th e 

mandates, pol ic ies and programmes and that your  

tactics too c losely resemble the Tp i a n T of those  

rabble-rousers and un-amer ican groups which are so  

hosti le to the ideals of the Amer ican Legion.

"We cannot permit  such act iv i t ies to be cloaked  

with the respectabi l i ty  of membership on the Amer ic an ism  

Committee of this distr ict . "

As you know, I have never done any writing outside or  

any speeches except the report of the Americanism C ommittee.

I do not deny that the Commander of the Distr ict  has  

the r ight to remove me from the Amer ican ism Committ ee of
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the 24th Distr ict  of which I was a member by his ap point�

ment. However, I do submit that his accusat ions reg arding  

my work and behavior  are ent i re ly untrue, mal ic ious  and  

l ibelous in character.

In accusing a member  of the execut ive Committee of this  

Post, and the Chairman of your Amer icanism Committee,  of  

rabble- rous ing and un-American act iv i t ies, Comrade Hor ton  

has direct ly accused not only me but also you, the members  

of Post 591. I do not need  to defend myself  before you  and  

I do not intend to, as my conscience is clear. I th erefore  

submit the matter to you.

Thank you.

JUDCS ADVOCATE KLEIHER: Comrades, you have just hea rd  

the let ter  wr i t ten by the Commander  of the 24th Dis trict.

Do you  grasp the signif icance of that letter? He ha s w i th �

drawn from membership on the Amer ican ism Committee of the  

24th Distr ict our chairman of the Amer ican ism Commi ttee of  

this Post. He has not only asked for his res ignat io n and  

withdrawn him f rom that committee, but he has insul te d him,  

a n d  not only h im but this Post. I think it is about t ime,  

Comrades, that the Commander  of the 24th District h as stuck  

his neck  out far enough. I suggest as a protest to hi s  

act ion that every member of post  591 who is a membe r of a  

committee of the 24th Distr ict w i thdraw in protest, a nd I  

make that in the form of a motion.

(The mot ion was seconded.)
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MR. GOULD: Comrade Commander, as a member of this  

post I am in favor of that motion, and also I would like to  

make a part of that motion a vote of confidence in the  

Chairman of our Americanism Committee. I would like to pu t  

that in the form of a resolution.

JUDGE ADVOCATE KLBIEER: A  point of order. It wi l l  h ave  

to be presented separate ly f rom this motion.

MR. GOULD: I wi l l  w i thdraw my second mot ion and  br i ng

it up later.

A  VOICE: In the first place, get this Do. 1 point.

Every bit of this has come by what started before and at  the  

beginning of the meeting. This direct insult to your o wn 

integrity for voting this man in has come about because-  

let us be candid —  of this Japanese question.

The thing I want to get at is this: Before any vote of  

confidence or anything else is brought u p , I want you t o 

know the score. There is a sheaf of telegrams, letters, and  

messages from all over the United States here present an d  

the publicity man has them, giving such a complete and over�

whelming endorsement of what this Post has done that,  

believe me, you are going to be awfully proud when y ou hear  

them. I donT t mean insignificant people, but the men who  

are running this nation, the men behind the churches, t he men  

behind almost every institution of learning in this country

have sent in telegrams and letters to us.

We have taken the first step that is vitally necessary
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in the Amer ican Leg ion to reinstate the faith of th e people  

and the Amer ican f ight ing men in this organization,  I am  

being perfect ly  candid about this. The letters are here.

Now, I have worked with Bi l l  Kent  on his Amer icanis m 

Commi t t e e , and I am one of them. Al l  of this busine ss  

looks like phenagling.

Here is the crux of the whole thing. The only troubl e  

we are in, the only trouble Bi l l  Kent  is in, and th e 

trouble that our Commander  is in, stems f rom one singl e  

thing, and when you vote on what is coming up, the vo te of  

confidence for B i l l  Kent, remember this one point, p lease,  

that it has all come up because for the first time a single  

Post  has dared to get up on its h ind feet and  deman d that  

the actual l iv ing pr inciples of the const i tut ion be  made a  

real i ty instead of g iv ing lip service to them. Now, r emember  

that when this comes up.

A  VOICE: A  point of order. Judge Advocate, do you  

know, or does anyone know if the Comrade Commander  of t he  

24th Distr ict  can do something like that?

■ MR. KENT: He can remove me. He is in charge of his  

own committee. He makes the appointments and he can  remove  

them. In other words, when he made the removal he was  

legal ly in order.

A  VOICE: Then he was in order an d  we can*t do anyth ing  

about it. It has gone through. I am not t ry ing to g et  

into the discussion, but I think B i l l  is a hell of a good
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kid, a 41 year  old kid* Let us, for Go d 1 s sake, no t over�

step. if i am oat of order on this you  wi l l  tel l  me , hat  

I want a point of order brought out so we know what  is  

going on. Am I r ight?

MR. KSNT: A  point of order, Comrade. I may be out of  

order and if so wi l l  you  please correct me.

I have not pro tested against my removal from the  

Amer ican ism Committee of the 24th District. I have me rely  

t r ied to submit my case to you. This has been on my  mind  

now for  over a week, in which I have gone through - - well,  

it was an emotional strain; I became a father a week ago,  

and those of you  who are fathers, and I may also ad dress  

[nyself to the older Comrades of Post  43, wi l l  know  wha t I  

nean. It is a bit of an emotional shock.

I do not deny the right of Comrade Commander Hor ton  

to remove me, but he should not accuse a man who in t he past  

las never  been in poli t ics, a man who does not take h is  

riews f rom any organizat ion or party or anything of  the  

sort. I have only one bel ief  that I s tand behind, a n d  that  

ls  the const i tut ion of the Un i ted  States.

.That is what I am driv ing at, and I have come here.t o  

Lefend mysel f  —  not to defend myself, but you  have read  

jo .at I have wr i t ten in the two bulletins, of the Amer ican ism  

.omm.itt ee • I say that I have never  done any speaki ng or any  

writing outside of my own post. I am a business man , not a  

olit ician, not one who wants to impose his opinions  on
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anybody else.

I have given you factual  reports, and I repeat agai n  

that I s tand  beh ind every word  I said, but I wou ld  like to  

go home tonight and have a bit of peace* I want to know  

this, is backing up the Un i ted  States const i tut ion and  

precepts un-American? Am I a rabble- rouser  or not? I wou ld  

l ike to know that so I can go to bed tonight and ha  ve a good  

night*s rest.

JUDGE ADVOCATE KLEIUER: It is moved  that every  

Committee member  of the 24th Distr ict  for Post 591 wi thdraw  

f rom every committee of the 24th Distr ict unt i l  our  Comrade,  

Bi l l  Kent, is restored to membership upon the Amer i canism  

committee of the 24th District.

A  TOUTE; I for  one am sorry that the other mot ion c ame 

up because I th ink this one should have come up fir st. There  

have been some rather serious accusat ions made agai nst  a  

member of our Post  in his capaci ty as chairman of t he  

Amer ican ism Committee, and he has been removed by t he  

Distr ict  Commander. I want to make the mot ion  that our  

Execut ive Committee ask Comrade Hor ton to present t o us his  

proof of the al legat ions he has made against Comrad e Kent  

and  br ing the report  to us at the next meeting.

(The mot ion was seconded. )

COMMANDER SCHNEIDER: Any discussion?

MR. KENT: Comrade Commander, despite the fact that I  

wanted  to go home f rom here v ind icated and at peace  in my



1

2

�

�

�

6

�

8

�

��

11

12

��

��

��

��

��

�	

��

20

21

��

��

��

��

��

��

mind, I do not object to this b e c a u s e , as I sa id  befo re, my  

conscience is clean. Thank you.

MR. L U B A H : I would  like to amend that. If, as we all  

expect, Commander Hor ton refuses, and, in other wor ds, just  

makes a lot of noise an d  does not prove his al legat ions, I  

would  like to suggest that he apologize to Comrade Ke nt  and  

to this post, publ ic ly  and before the whole Post.

MR. COULD: I would  like fur ther  to amend the mot ion  

that if what takes place vindicates Comrade Kent, w e resolve  

that we have ful l  confidence in the loyalty, integri ty,  

personal  abil i ty, and sense of responsib i l i ty  of Co mrade  

Wil l iam S. Kent, the chairman of our Amer ican ism Com mittee,  

and that if he is v ind icated by our Execut ive Commit t ee as  

a reward for Comrade K e n t Ts effective contr ibut ion to a  

pract ical  appl icat ion of the preamble of our const i tut ion,  

the nat ional  and departmental  const i tut ions, and th e const i �

tution of the Un i ted  States, we recommend that a c i t a t ion for  

îeritorious conduct be g iven to Comrade Kent  by the  Amer ican  

Legion.

(The mot ion was seconded . )

(The quest ion was put and  car r ied unan imous ly . )



Mr* John Holme - a t torney at law; past commander of  Hol lywood  
Amer ican Legion, and  past  chairman of the Amer ican i sm 
Committee of the Amer ican Legion, took the place of  
M r • Shoem a k e r •

MR. MARSHALL

The quest ion has a l ready been answered a f f i rmat ive l y  in  

Southern Cal i fornia* Amer ican ci t izens of Japanese ancestry, like  

those of other ancestr ies,  have shown that they can  and want  to  

support our const i tut ion and work  loyal ly w i th  the rest, and are  

mak ing  their own contr ibut ion to the nat ional  wor ld  a nd wel lbeing*  

It is important  for us to ma in ta in  a h igh  standard of  fa i r  and  

equal t reatment  for people of a minor i ty*  The Uni te d States Army,  

in permi t t ing those loyal *  (Japanese to return?) s aid;  

nThe people of the state si tuated w i th in  the Wester n  Defense  

Command are assured that the records of all persons  of Japanese  

ancestry have been carefu l ly  examined, and only tho se persons who  

have been cleared by  M i l i t a ry  Author i ty  have been p ermi t ted to  

re tu rn« *-*■ *•*- n

MR. ODEMAR

We not only feel that  the Japanese reset t lement in  

Cal i forn ia dur ing the war is not in the best interest s of the  

state, but feel that their re turn  is def in i te ly  again st  the best  

interests of Cal i fornia and of the whole Amer ican u nion, and for  

several reasons* The f i rst  and foremost reason in m y opinion  

is that no person who has been  taught loyal ty to an  enemy power -  

Japan in this instance - f rom ear ly youth, ei ther i n the schools  

and churches of that enemy country or in their  Japa nese language



schools and churchs in this country, could he expec ted to he  

loyal to this country* The number of Japanese horn in the  

Uni ted States who have f ree ly  admi t ted their  d is loy a l ty  to this  

country is the best evidence of that fact, and there  is st i l l  

no way  to measure the mind or hear t  of others who m ay  say they  

are loyal for some u l te r io r  motive of their own*

MCWILLIAMS

Cal i forn ia wil l  have 2500 g u e s t s --- (at the coming

conference).  *****  There can he no quest ion hut tha t this wi l l  

he the most  important  meet ing ever  h e l d  in Cal i forn ia, for upon  

it the future peace of the wor ld  wi l l  depend* Whi le  these

delegates are prepar ing a new - -? ---  a handful  of misgu ided

and mis in fo rmed Cal i fornians wi l l  meet  in Sacrament o --- •

This meet ing  wil l  not he devoted to peace and f reed om hut to  

spreading the seeds of hate and it can only have th e effect of  

embarrass ing the Amer ican de legat ion at San Francis co* *****  

*****wi l l  conta in a sweeping dec larat ion in favor o f racial  ***,  

Now is the time for the three west /coast  states to joi n in such  

a declarat ion.  I submit that nd^is the time for the se states to  

join the Uni ted Nations*

HOLMES

The quest ion divides i tself  into two parts. Should the  

Japanese he permi t ted to re turn  dur ing the war? Sho uld the Japanese  

re tu rn  a f ter  the terminat ion of host i l i t ies? The an swer to the  

f i rst quest ion must  he **NoM * General  DeWritt  had  b een intercept ing

2.



■ unauthorized communicat ions emanat ing from cer ta in  areas a long  

the Pacif ic Coast.  These acts ceased af ter  the «Jap anese were  

evacuated. To prevent sabotage and espionage, no pe rson of  

Japanese ext ract ion should be permit ted to re tu rn  to Cal i fornia.

answer should again be "No” . Our exper iences wi th  t he Japanese  

over the years have shown that they are a handicap to our  

economic life. They, by the i r  educat ional  pract ices , have  

contr ibuted l i t t le to our  social  or economic life. It  is not

to the best  interests of Cal i fornia to a l low them t o return to  

Cal i forn ia a f ter  the terminat ion of the present war .

impress ion that you were opposed to the return of b oth  cit izens  

and a l i e n s •

cit izens and ¿l iens dur ing the war. Af ter  the war i t  becomes  

a quest ion of economic and  social life, and  I am sa t is f ied from  

the observat ions that I have made of the Japanese a l l  my life -  

and I was born in Cal i forn ia - that they do not ass imi late  

themselves into the l ife of the cit izens of the Uni ted States,  

whether  they are born here or of fo re ign ancestry, and they do  

not contr ibute to our economic life and therefore I  feel  that  

they are a def in i te handicap.

The second quest ion is more di f f icu l t  to answer. The

” 1 was interested in your s ta tement  - I gained the

Mr. Ho lmes
nr
I would be opposed to the return of bo th

3



f,Mr. McWil l iams, to carry out your  thoughts of the  peace

conference to its u l t imate -- then I gather  you woul d suggest  

we lay down our arms now -

tMr* M c W i l l i a m s ) : I am in favor of the prosecut ion  

of this war w i th  our present enemies to the utmost  and  to a  

conclusion of uncondi t ional  surrender in bo th  insta nces*

Then you feel that  the Un i ted States may be proper l y  

defended by a l lowing al l  of the Japanese to re turn  here mere ly  

because the Army has s ta ted that  they have found no th ing -

You have the assurance of the Army that al l  these p ersons  

have been careful ly examined.

(Some conversat ion on the mat ter  of whether or not  
there was danger of sabotage and espionage since ev acuation,  
and  also the test imony of Gen* Wi lbur  at the hear in g  of  
the app l ica t ion of a Japanese who wanted  to come ba ck to L*A*)

�

�

Japanese homes were found wi th  guns at the time of the  

evacuation*

No person of Japanese descent  has been convicted of  

sabotage or espionage.

The Japanese were evacuated f rom this Coast before the

road of the bombs at Pearl Harbor had  ceased. But t hey were

not evacuated f rom the Hawai ian Islands and there w as no sabotage

k
there, nor has any person of Japanese descent been convicted  

there -

But at what, time were they permit ted to be on the st reets  

and what time were they permi t ted to come back  on t he streets?

4
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Do I unders tand that your  theory that these people are  

not capable of be ing ass imi la ted is because of thei r race?

That is part of the answer.

How do you account  for the conf ident ia l  missions g i ven to  

persons of this ancestry? What  else does a man have  to do besides  

lose his life for this country?

No one has ever argued that those in the Army are

d i s l oya l .

Abou t  ha l f  of tham came from the Hawai ian Islands a nd  

hal f  from the main  land.

What  percentage does 18,000 bear to the total el igi b le Jap�

anese who could e i ther  have been inducted or en l is t ed in the armed  

forces of the Uni ted States?

I think we can assume the Select ive Service has dra f ted -  

About 100,000 persons of Japanese ancest ry  were eva cuated.  

About  70,000 of them were cit izens. If you  take a f igure of 9,000 -  

Over 11,000 have signi f ied their desi re to be repat r iated

to Japan -

The number does not  exceed 2,000.

I have the figures of Secretary Ickes in February o f

this year.

Do you count in that figure chi ldren; do you includ e the

very old?

If an al ien has asked for repatr ia t ion to Japan he wi l l  

not be a l lowed to come back, - if he has any tenden ce to be f iercely  

loyal to the Emporer  of Japan.

What  if any processing ever went  through that you  k now of?  

Is it no t  a fact that the War  Relocat ion Author i ty  passed out a

5



series of quest ionnaires and that the answers that came hack were exe  

ceedingly small  as to loyal ty? Later that there was  a campaign  

r im through the re locat ion camps urging that a l l  Ja ps should  

express their loyal ty and that a f ter  that a new que st ionnaire  

came out? The only actual  invest igat ion is that. The F.B.I.  

has made no examinat ion and the Army has nei ther  th e time nor the  

faci l i t ies to make any examinat ion.

How can you tie that in w i th  the cert i f icate that t he  

Army has also made careful  examinat ion?

The Army and Navy Intel l igence is l imi ted to acts a gainst  

the Army and Navy and that wou ld  sabotage the Gover nment at war.

It does not  do into the quest ion of man*s opinion b efore the war.

You sa id these people as a race are incapable of  

assimi lat ion.  Why  should you be concerned with thei r  loyalty?

Loyal ty  to a communi ty and toward a nat ion is the fi rst  

attr ibute. A loyal c i t izen dur ing a war  does not  do  anyth ing to  

embarrass his government.  This is not  a quest ion of  civi l  r ights.  

Al l  loyal Amer icans of all. races, creeds and color s wi l l  act only  

for the best interests of the people of the Uni ted States as a  

whole. Af ter  the war  the quest ion wi l l  be social  an d economic.

Mc Wi l l i a m s

I think this quest ion should be answered in the af f i rmative.  

When these people were evacuated from the West  Coas t we assumed that  

the whole quest ion was a quest ion of mi l i ta ry  autho ri ty.  I think  

the same assumpt ion should be app l ied today. The Ar my has said  

the mi l i ta ry  s i tuat ion has changed and they are sat is f ied that those  

who are return ing are loyal. These questions are re ferred to by

6
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the Uni ted States Supreme Court. - - - - -  There wou ld  not he  

a nat ional  or racia l  m inor ty  in the Uni ted States w ho could feel  

one iota of secur i ty  in its r ights. Cal i fornia is n ot a  

sovereign or autonomous he a d  and is governed by the  Const i tut ion  

of  the Uni ted States and these people are cit izens of the Uni ted  

States against  whom no charges of any k ind or chara cter have  

been filed. Race has noth ing to do w i th  the quest io n of loyalty.

�

ODBMAR

The argument  in opposit ion to the return of the Jap anese  

to this area has no t  been based  upon race, but has been based  

upon the background, education, church aff i l iat ions ,  Shinto ism -  

where the indiv iduals are taught that the Emperor  o f Japan shall  

sometime rule the world, and it is the duty of ever y Japanese to  

lay down his life for that Shinto god. It has bee n  very s ign i f i �

cant to me that the af f i rmat ive has had  noth ing to say about the  

benef i t  or best interest  to Cal i fornia that wi l l  be  procured by  

the re turn of the Japanese. It is normal ly  the burd en of the  

af f i rmat ive to show the quest ion.  W i th  the thousand s and  

thousands of Japanese who have gone in the mi l i tary  forces, we  

cannot r isk the secur i ty  of this country by  a l lowin g them to  

return whi le we are at war.

MARSHALL

It is di f f icul t  to understand what  story is to be tol d  

the parents of these men who are serv ing in the Uni t ed States  

Army - that the state f rom which they departed on t hei r  miss ion  on  

behal f  of the country has concluded, by  groups of c it izens act ing

7



on their  own responsibi l i ty,  that it is not  to the b est interests

of the state that their  parents should return. Just ice Murphy,

in the Korematsu case, said:

,fNo one denies, of course, that there  
were some dis loyal  persons



Pres« Helsas« dated «Tun« 23, i S Ü  1924, issued by t he California Joint Innig*  

rat len Committee, reeelved fron the Chalman of tha t ComAittee, Jane« X« f U k f  

Adjutant of the Aaorloan Legion, Department of Cali fornia, on September 19,1941*

San Francisco, Cali fernia  
June 23,1924

The Japanese near legally residing in California ar e here practical ly  
upon invitation of the Federal Government, since th eir admission was sanctioned  
by Administrative policy and Departmental operation *

They are entitled under treaty and law not only to protection for themselves  
their families and their property, but also to the right to engage in any  
occupation not in conflict with the previsions of t he alien land law* It is  
duo to the dignity of the State and to our own self -respect that -they bo  
treated with scrupulous regard for their rights and  with courtesy as well*

The four California organisations by whose authoris ed executive officers  
this statement has been issued * * the American Leg ion, State Federation of  
Labor, State Orange, and Native Sons of the Golden West * declare their inten*  
tlon to secure by every means in their power, such rights as the Japanese m*d~  
er other aliens may be entitled during their reside nce in this State, to  
protect them from discourtesy of any kind, and to a id In apprehension and pun*  
ishment of those who may cast discredit upon State and Nation by the commission  
of evert or unfriendly act against such resident al iens*

Morgan Keaton,
Dept* Adjt* * The American Legion  

Paul Scharrenberg,
Seey*Treaa# State Federation of Labor

C*A*Bodwell, Jr*,
for George R* Harrison, Master

California State Grange /JS

Edward J* lyne$,
Grand President Native Sons of the;->  

Golden West* If*]



�����������	� ���

���������������������������� �!�"����!�

�������#���$������%�&�'�!��

� � ���� � � 	 ��� 	 � � � � �!�(���!��!�����'���)��������'�!����!�����'�!���
'��� ���� )���#��� )�����*� ��� ���������� �!�� )�����+�� ���)�� �!� �����
���� ���!� ������������ ��������� ����� ,-�*� 	���� -�#�.��/0� �'� ����
����� �!�"����!�(���������'����#�!�1

1. U nited and non�partisan support of all A mericans for the momentous�

steps now being taken to set up a world security organization. T his organiza�

tion, together with such international agencies and agreements as those deal�

ing with relief, civil aviation, food and the like, offer the world’s— and our�

own— ultimate best hope of peace and security. Success of such efforts is�

worth whatever purely national adjustments may be required to attain that�

goal.

2. D raw ing up concrete specifications for a postwar military establishment,�

including army, navy and air forces, large enough

(a) to carry out any commitments we may undertake as part of a world�

security organization; and

(b) to provide adequate protection, both for our country itself and our�

outlying bases, until we have some conclusive evidence of the success�

or failure of the world organization. I f that organization succeeds, we�

may look forward to the gradual reduction of national and interna�

tional armaments; i f it fails, we shall be chiefly dependent upon our�

own armed resources.

3. A doption of a congressional bill or joint resolution creating a P resi�

dential Commission, with a civilian majority, and an army, navy and air force�

minority, to consider the requirements of such a program of national defense�

and report within a year after its appointment. T his Commission should be�

bi�partisan and should consider all relevant matters, including the possible�

desirability of combining the army, navy and air forces in a department of�

national defense'"or other form of unified organization; the relative size and�

importance of the three services in view of our geographical and strategic�

position; compulsory military training and various other means of recruiting�

personnel for our whole establishment.



The three steps suggested above, the Post believes, offer a sound 
and constructive approach to the rounded program that our country 
so vitally needs. Up to now, only one major item—compulsory mili�
tary training—has been offered for general public consideration. 
In spite of what seem to us the grave defects of compulsory train�
ing, the Willard Straight Post preserves an open mind on the 
question if the total picture—including the nature of the world 
organization actually set up and the needed size of our postwar navy, 
air forces and army—finally indicates that our requirements can be 
met in no other way.

Meanwhile, on the basis of the best information and analysis now 
available to us, it is our considered judgment that compulsory train�
ing actually would hinder, rather than help, an adequate program 
of national defense.

Our first approach is military. Competent authorities have not yet 
offered the public specific figures on how large our postwar military 
establishment should be. We can, however, with some confidence set 
forth our defense needs in terms of the following fundamentals:

(a) A  navy adequate to defend our country and outlying bases against any 

power or combination of pow ers; and to meet the commitments we 

have recently undertaken with other countries of the A mericas for 

joint defense of the W estern H emisphere.

(b) A  large and mobile air force to join with the navy as our forward 

line of defense.

(c) A  readily expansible, thoroughly trained and equipped army, of size 

to be determined but of far greater strength than that which we main�

tained between 1920 and 1940.

(d) A n adequately staffed and financed research organization devoted to 

the study and development of war techniques and equipment.

(e) P ilot plants for the production of war material and constant revision 

of plans for the prompt conversion of our industry to a wartime basis.

(f )  A dequate stock piles of strategic materials.

(g) T he necessary intelligence service to keep us fully informed of devel�

opments elsewhere.

Authorities agree that we shall need these fundamentals, regard�
less of whether or not we have compulsory training.

Financial questions arise at once. The program of fundamentals is 
costly. With the return of peace there will inevitably come a time 
when the public will not tolerate unlimited expenses for military 
purposes. There will be increasing pressure to hold down or reduce 
appropriations. We feel that universal training carries the grave risk 
of giving this country a false sense of security, so that we might 
feel "safe” in cutting down the navy, or the air arm, or our research



activities, or some other service really crucial to our defense. Like�
wise, military training might divert not only funds but time, energy 
and leadership from more vital channels.

Again looking at military matters, we find compulsory training 
may offer more shadow than substance. The proposals now before 
Congress call for universal military training, not actual military 
service. In the best possible circumstances, a training program that 
takes in about one million young men a year would give us only an 
additional one million trained men immediately available at the 
outbreak of a war. Personnel returned to civilian life get out of 
training very rapidly, just as athletic teams do. Those out only a 
few months would require some reAtraining, reAequipping and re�
grouping. Those out a year or two, more so; those out two years or 
more a pretty thorough reAtraining; and those more than five years 
out probably would be little better than raw recruits.

It is a wasteful and inefficient system that would, over a period 
of, say, twentyAfive years, train twentyAfive million men and then be 
able to use only about three million in actual war without extensive 
additional training.

Meanwhile, industrial questions arise. It would take about a year 
and a half to get our industry converted and placed on a full warA 
production basis. It would take equally long to assemble the trans�
port—ships and planes—to send and supply large bodies of men 
overseas. In that time, we could raise and equip armed forces—not 
with antiquated material and routine, peacetime training, but with 
the very latest combat equipment and training under the supreme 
stimulus of actual wartime conditions. As two World Wars have 
shown, it is always to our advantage to meet and defeat the aggressor 
overseas before he reaches our shores. To give us time to assemble 
and exert our force at a distance, we must rely on a large and 
efficient navy and air force, regardless of whether we have com�
pulsory military training.

Our whole American tradition is against conscription. In the 
light of our tradition, it seems probable that after memories of war 
recede in years of peacetime, young men called up for military 
training would react to it with boredom and chafing. We recall the 
dangerously low morale of men summoned for training in 1940, 
when we were not actually at war, even though France had fallen 
and our peril was increasing daily.

Undoubtedly military training would benefit some of the trainees. 
If, however, our aim is improved health, or education, or vocational



training, such ends can be more effectively achieved by other means. 
Health measures, for example, should be aimed at the entire popu�
lation and not given only to those already physically fit for military 
service.

We stress again our belief that America’s central task is to build 
peace for our country by building peace for the world. We take a 
proper pride in this country’s actual and moral leadership in the 
historic moves to set up a world organization. To take the unprece�
dented step of establishing universal military training now could be 
interpreted by many as proclaiming in advance our belief that such 
efforts may fail. It would disrupt the normal lives and educational 
processes of millions of our young men and expose us to the dangers 
—unknown in America’s history—of the growth of a military caste 
and the emergence of a military, authoritarian point of view in our 
civil affairs.

This Post believes that so fundamental a change should not be 
made until the millions of our voters in the armed services overseas 
can have a chance to participate in the decision. We now have 
actually under arms and in service—and probably will continue to 
have for the next few years—many times the number of men that any 
training program could provide. We are completely safe in holding 
oip: decision in abeyance until we have the report of an impartial 
authoritative commission such as this Post suggests.

I f universal military training ever appears necessary, there will be 
ample time to begin it. Meanwhile, sound ideas of national defense 
point to other and more necessary fundamentals. Sound hope for 
peace—as well as solemn obligations to our men who have fought 
and died—demand that America give its utmost to building world 
security.

Correspondence about this statement should be addressed to 

Mark Wiseman, Commander, Willard Straight Post 

14 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y .

May 1945 ��181
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WJTOD RIVER, ORE#, DEC. ?— (UP)— THE HOOD RIVER AMERI CAN LESION 

POST TODAY CITED THE ALLEGED "DUAL CITIZENSHIP"

VOF PERSONS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY BORN IN THE UNITED STATES AS ONE OF THE

Reasons  for  striking  the  names of  is  japanese * american  soldiers  from  its

/WAR MEMORIAL PLAQUE. 1

/ THE NAMES OF THE 1« JAPANESE-AMERICAN SOLDIERS SE RVING SROM HOOD
/

RIVER COUNTY, SOME OF WHOM ARE OVERSEAS, WERE REMOVED FROM THE 

PLAQUE LAST WEDNESDAY# THE ACTION BROUGHT SHARP CRITICISM FROM THE 

PORTLAND, ORE. COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 

UNION.

| THE LEGION POST PASSED A RESOLUTION, AT A MEETING  OF THE POST,

SAYING "THAT THE NAMES OF THE JAPANESE SHOULD NOT B E INCLUDED ON OUR 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE UNTIL THEY HAVE COMPLETED THEIR TOUR OF SERVICE, AND/OR 

A DECISION BY COMPETENT AUTHORITY HAS BEEN RENDERED ON THEIR DUAL 

CITIZENSHIP#» -,v'J7 ' ‘ '• 5 .

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE LEGION SAID THE GROUP UNDERSTANDS THAT ANY 

JAPANESE BORN IN THIS COUNTRY IS REGISTERED IN JAPA N, AND THAT THE 

JAPANESE GOVERNMENT PAYS $25 TO THE PARENTS OF ANY BOY BORN HERE.

THE RESOLUTION ASSERTED, "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 0R OUR GOVERNMENT TO 

^DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN LOYAL AND DISLOYAL JAPANESE, " BOTH ALIEN AND 

AMERICAN-BORN, AND THAT THE EVACUATION FROM PACIFIC COAST AREAS OF 

XTHESE PERSONS WAS TO FURTHER THE SECURITY OF MILITARY AND NAVAL 

OPERATIONS#-
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Stiller
458 S. Spr
Phone Michigan 9521

For release Thursday A.M,  

April 19, 1946

Expressing regret that he did not find World War I Legionalres a s  

tolerant as his comrades in World War II, Barley Oka, youn g U.S. veteran of  

Japanese ancestry, yesterday resigned from Californians Holly wood World War II  

Post No, 591 of the American Legion.

Publicity accompanying Oka’s admission to the Legion a f ew months  

ago caused a furore that brought to the surface bitter differences betw een today*8  

returning veterans and some of the older men in high office in the California  

American legion on the Japanese question.

Oka’s resignation letter stated:

(IN3ERT)

Oka’s resignation follows closely on the heels of the Legion ’s  

State Executive Committee’s unexpected approval of the ac tion of 24th District  

Commander P# A. Horton in taking over a meeting of the Holl ywood Yforld War II  

Veterans* Post and compelling its membership to listen to a speech b y John R,  

Iechner inciting hatred against American citizens of Japanes e anoestry,

Horton’s action had previously been censured by Califo rnia Department Commander  

Ed W, Bolt,

Yfilliam F, Schneider, Commander of Hollywood World War II Post,  

who received the Oka resignation, stated that he did not know whether the Post  

will accept it, but that in any event it will be a great  shock to hundred« of  

fine Americans all over the country who had sent congrat ulations to him when Oka  

joined the Post, which was at about the time of the unfortun ate American Legion  

incident in Hood River, Oregon,

—  o O o ---



Stiller f\ Of/
MX 9521 \ r  ' For release fYiday A.M.
458 S# Spring St# April 20# 1945

Close on the heels of the resignation of a Japanese-American vetera n from  

the Hollywood World War II Post of the American legio n, Post Commander Wm# F#

Schneider has himself resigned. Both resignations are due to a clash between  

Legionnaires of World Vihr II and some of the Legion leaders and groups of  World  

iar I on the question of discrimination against Americ an citizens of Japanese  

des cent•

Schneider’s letter of resignation to his comrades states that as Comm ander  

of Hollywood World War II Post #591 he had done everything  in his power to uphold  

the letter and spirit of the mandates of the American Legion w hich specifically  

prohibit discrimination against any citizen because of race, creed or color# His  

letter continues?

”In line with that policy, our Post recently admitted to membership a  

‘World War II veteran of Japanese ancestry, an aotion that w as highly commended by  

enlightened Americans in all parts of the United States. But that aotion was also  

followed by severe censure by the World War I veteran wh o happens to be our 24th  

District Commander# He humiliated us and our new comrade by forci bly seizing con�

trol of one of our Post meetings, and insisting that we liste n to a vicious speech  

inciting us to race hatred against fellow citizens and comrades of Jap anese ancestry.

’‘This shocking behavior on the part of our District Com mander has just  

been approved by the Executive Committee of the American Le gion, Department of  

California# To us World Tfcr II veterans who had no ide a of the intolerance of some  

of the older Legion leadership in California, it is a blunt cha llenge to either  

accept that kind of leadership or get out# Personally, I see no other course than  

to resign as Commander and member of this Post and to seek to continue my comrade**  

ship with enlightened veterans in some organization who se leadership is less hostile  

to the principles we have been fighting for than the Executive C ommittee of the  

American Legion Department of California#

**I want to thank those comrades of the Post and also those legionnaire s of  

World War I who have supported us in our fight for tolerance, a nd against race hatred#
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Herald-News, Klamath Falls, Ore.  
December � , 1944.
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H O O D  R IV ER , Dec. 2 (£>)—  
T he H ood R iv er post of th e  
A m erican  L eg ion  h as erased  th e  
nam es of 16 A m ericans of J a p a �
nese an c es try  now  se rv in g  in 
th e  U . S, a rm y  f ro m  its  coun ty  
w a r  m em oria l, C om m ander Jess 
E d in g to n  sa id  today .

M any  o f th ese  so ld ie rs a re  
se rv ing  on  overaefe  b a tt le fro n ts , 
th e  post rep o rted .

E d in g to n  sa id  n is  l o s t  w ou ld  
a t te m p t to  h av e  ex c luded  f ro m  
th e  R ood R iv tir v a l ley  a l l p e r�
sons pf Ja p an ese  an ces try , in �
c lud ing  tho se  m oved  f ro m  th e ir  
hom es to  in la n d  a re as  fo r  se�
cu r ity  pu rposes b y  th e  a rm y .

In  add ition , th e  com m ander 
sa id , h is  po st W ould coopera te  
w ith  th e  G resham  L eg ion  in  a  
s im ila r  p la n  th e re .

C om m ander E d ing ton , e x �
p la in in g  th e  ac tion , said : “H ood 
R iv e r  co u n ty  has th e  h ig h est 
p e r  cap ita  p e rcen tag e  o f Ja p a �
nese, com pared  w ith  w h ite  c iti�
zens, o f an y  co un ty  in  th e  U n it�
ed  S ta tes. W e s im p ly  w a n t to  
le t  th e m  k n o w  th a t  w e  d o n ’t  
w a n t th em  b ack  h e re .”

T h e  vo te , ta k e n  a t  a  w ell-at- 
t e n d e d  m eetin g  of th e  po st 
som e tim e ago, fo u n d  som e d is�
sen ters, E d in g to n  said , b u t  th e  
m a jo r i ty  in  fav o r o f th e  p ro �
posa l w as h eavy .

T he L eg ion  po st e rec ted  th e  
m em o ria l p la q u e  a b o u t 18 
m o n th s  ago, an d  o r ig in a lly  in �
sc ribed  on  i t  th e  n am es o f a l l  
Hood Rivet* co un ty  c itizens 
serving* in  th e  a im e d  fo rces.

O r e g o n , in c iden t

Times, New ïork, N. Ï.  
December 1944

������������	�������	�

Legion Post Erases Names of 16 
Serving United States

HOOD RIVER, Ore., Dec. 2 (2P> 
—The Hood R iver P ost of the 
Am erican Legion has erased the 
nam es of sixteen A m ericans of 
Japanese ancestry  now serving in 
the United S tates A rm y from  its  
county w ar mémorial, Comdr. Jess 
E dington said today. M any of 
these soldiers are serv ing on over�
seas battle fron ts, the post re �
ported.

Mr. Edington said h is post would 
a ttem p t to have excluded from  the 
Hood R iver Valley all persons of 
Japanese ancestry, including those 
moved from  the ir homes to  inland 
areas fo r security  purposes by the 
A.rmy. The com mander added th a t 
his post would cooperate w ith  the 
Presham , Ore., Legion in a  sim ilar 
plan there.

C-202o ?1 of 26 bu-eos-tf
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Herald Tribune, New York, N. Y. Idaho Statesman, Boise, Idaho
December 15, 1944 December 15, 1944

Slim son Lauds 
Army Record of 
U. S. Japanese
He  Cites Loyalty to Nation;  

Protests Rise at Oregon  

Legion Post’s Snub of 16

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14 (£*).— 
H enrv  L. Stim son, Secretary  of 
W ar, said today it was “wholly in �
congruous” th a t  service m en of 
Japanese ex traction  who have 
dem onstrated th e ir  loyaltv to  th is  
country  snouid be sub ject tp “u n �
w orthy discrim ination.’'’

Responding to a  question a t  his 
news conference, Mr. S tim son said 
he had  no f irs t-h an d  knowledge oJ 
“regrettab le reports” o f discrim i�
n a tio n  against Japanese-A fuerican 
soldiers on th e  w est coast anji 
therefore could n o t com m ent on 
special cases.

A t present, however, he added, 
th e re  are 13,000 Japanese-A m err  
lr**ns who are serving or who have 
served in  th e  arm ed forces.

T he 100th in fan try  battalion, in  
com bat on th e  I ta l ian  fron t, is 
m ade up entirely  of Japanese- 
Am ericans. I t  h as an  ou tstand �
ing  record and  has been cited for 
gallan try , M r. S tim son said.

T he 442d Com bat Team , also 
Japanese -  A m erican, has since 
been organized, he said, and  has 
fough t courageously a n a  well tin  
the  European fron t.

Stimson 
Hood River 
Post’s Action

HOOD RIVER, Ore. (TO—A pro�
te s t  f la red  aeró te th e  nation  
Thursday n igh t against the  re�
m oval of th e  nam es of 16 Japa- 
nese-Am erican soldiers from  the 
Hood R iver A m erican Legion post 
ro ll of honor.

B u t in  face o f com ment from  
S ecre tary  of W ar H enry L. Stirn- 
•on  th a t  such action “was wholly 
inconsistent w ith th e  A m erican 
ideal of democracy/* and a  re�
p roach from  a  New Y orjTC ity Le�
gion post th a t th e  eraj&re *>f the 
nam es was a  re f le c ts *  «U fhe en�
t ire  Legion, tHe H pof 4 iv &  post 
S tood silently  ìjjy i te  action.

T hà nate*» of E ie  16  fapane i* -  
Am erlcans rem ained m issing from  
th e  honor roll of ] tin s  farm ing  
com m unity  on th e  Columbia r iver 
—home of the fam ous Hood R iver 
apple—and P ost Commander J . B. 
Edington, told of S ecretary  Stim - 
son’s views and the  New Y ork 
P o st p rotest, replied tersely :

“No com ment.”
T he Hood R iver P ost explained 

previously th a t strong  opposition 
in  the area to  the  re tu rn  of Japa- 
n ese-A m ericans from  inland Relo�
cation centers to  w hich they  had  
been sen t a f te r P earl H arbor had 
inspired the erasure of th e  16 
nam es.

Stimson told h is press confer�
ence Thursday th a t i t  was not con- 
sis ten t w ith  Dem ocratic ideals 
‘th a t these loyal citizens should 

be subjected to  any discrim ina�
tion. * H« praised the figh ting  sp ir�
i t  of Japanese-Am érican soldiers, 
m any of whom have distinguished 
them selves in the figh ting  against 
the  Germ ans in Ita ly .

Times, Los Angeles, Calif.  
December 15, 1944

	���������������

�  !���������� ����
W ASHINGTON, Dec. 14. (&)—  

Secretary  S tim son said today  it 
w as “w holly  incongruous” th a i 
serv icem en of J a p  ex traction  
who h a v e  dem onstra ted  th e ir  
loyalty  to th is  coun try  should be 
sub jected  to “unw orthy  discrimL 
nation .”

A t the  p resen t, he added, th e re  
are 13,000 Jap an ese-A m erican s 
w ho a re  se rv ing  o r w ho h a v t  
served in  th e  arm ed forces.

- 2 -
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Michigan Free Press, Detroit, Mich.  
December 7, 1944

A DESERVED LESION PROTEST

It is good to learn that Wolver�
ine Post 360, the American Legion,  
has made strong protest to the recent  
indefensible act of the Hood River  
(Ore.) Post of the Legion in remov�
ing the names of 16 Japanese- Amer�
icans from the Hood River Commmiiy  
Honor Roll.

Reading's Post ��� sends notice  
of irs "disgust and alarm." It sug�
gests to the Hood River commander  
that "you and your Post review the  
reports of the actions of the Japan-  
ese-American regiment in Italy,  
where the larger per cent of the per�
sonnel hold the Purple Heart medal,  
and their decorations for valor ex�
ceed most other organizations.

It proposes, too, that the Con�
stitution of the American Legion be  
re-read to "see if your reported  
action conforms to the spirit of  
tolerance, democracy and ���  per  

cent Americanism" as set forth in  
that document.

Commander Leonard F. Grimm, of  
Reading, declares also:

"It is the opinion of this  
Post that your reported action  
is not only an insult to those  
men whose names were removed,  
but also to every member of  
our armed forces and to the  
American Legion as well, upon  
whom this action lias brought  
discredit and shame."

Strong words, these, but no  
stronger than the occasion merits.
It is acts like that reported from  
Hood River that make one wonder when,  
if ever, democracy will truly flower  
everywhere in America.

Journal, Salem, Oregon  
December 13, 1944
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N ew  Y ork , Dec. 13 UP)— S ix �
teen  A m erican  so ld iers of J a �
panese an ces try  h av e  be£n in �
v ited  to  begpm p m dm jie rs of 
C ap t, Elfrid e re  ]|rjro j^_ E b |t, No. 
450, A m erican  L eg ion , a f te r  th e  
w ar.

P o st o ffic ia ls took  th e  ac tion  
because th ey  sa id  th e y  fe l t  a 
“ b lack  ey e ” w as g iven  th e  le �
g ion  by  th e  H ood R iv er, O re., 
post w h ich  caused  th e  n am es of 
th e  18 m en to  be e rased  f ro m  its  
w a r  m em o ria l la s t w eek .

Times, New ïork, N. Ï.  
January 20, ��	�
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CHICAGO, Jan . 19 UP)— Edward 
N. Scheiberling, national com m and�
er of tne A m erican Legion, rec- 
or mended today im m ediate res�
to ration  of f ifteen nam es of serv�
ice men of Japanese ancestry, or 
Nisei, w hich w ere removed Nov. 29 
from  the Hood River, Ore., Legion 
Honor Roll.

In  a  te legram  to  J. B. Edington, 
com m ander of Hood R iver P ost 22 
of the Legion, Mr. Scheiberling 
asked th a t all the removed nam es 
be restored except th a t of one in�
dividual who w as dishonorably dis�
charged from  the Arm y.

In  a  sta tem en t accom panying 
his announcem ent of the te legràm  
Mr. Scheiberling said:

“The A m erican Legion has a l�
w ays m aintained th a t b igo try  and 
race hatred  have no place in A m er�
ican life, and the action of th is one 
individual post, of more than  12,24? 
posts of the A m erican Legion, was 
ill-considered and ill-advised, and 
con trary  to the ideals and purposes 
fo r which the A m erican Legion is 
organized.”

A sserting  th a t the Legion had 
recommended to the Government 
th a t re tu rn  of Japanese to the P a �
cific Coast area be deferred until 
the “m ilita ry  em ergency has te r �
m inated,” the com m ander said th a t 
the order perm itting  the ir  re tu rn  
placed upon the Governm ent the 
responsibility  for the ir conduct.

Star, Washington, D.C.  
December �� , 1944
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Expressing conviction th a t all 

members of the armed forces are en�
titled to “fa ir and just treatm ent” 
w ithout regard to racial origin, Jus�
tice D epartm ent P ost Ng. 41, Ameri�
can leg ion , has condemned a re�
ported slight to veterans of Ja p �
anese ancestry by an  Oregon Legion 
post.

The Hood River (Oreg.) Post re �
cently removed from its honor roll 
the names of several servicemen on 
the ground they were of Japanese 
ancestry. A resolution approved by 
the W ashington group said such ac�
tion is" Tfnconsxscent w ith the doc�
trine of democracy” and “repugnant 
to the principles of the American 
Legion.”

Journal, Salem, Oregon  
December 9, 1944

Rebuke Leveled at 
Hood River Post

C heney , Dec. 9 (IP)— T he 
C heney , W ash., A m e r i c a n  
L eg ion  P o st No. 72 h as sen t a 
com m un ica tion  to  th e  O regon  
and  W ash ing ton  L eg ion  d e p a r t�
m e n ts  p ro tes t in g  th e  a c tio n  of 
th e  H ood R iv er, Oye., post in  
ex c lu d in g  nanties o f  18 Ja p a n -  
esew A niericans f ro m  a coun ty  
w a r  m em o ria l, P a u l R ozell, post 
co m m an d er, sa id  y es te rd ay .

R ozell sa id  th e  co m m u n ica�
tio n  s ta te d  “ . . . w e th in k  such 
ac tio n  is c o n tra ry  to th e  A m er�
ican ism  w e h av e  sw o rn  to  su p �
p o r t  an d  defend . To fo s te r  such 
ra c ia l p e rse cu tio n  an d  discrim* 
in a tio n  is to im ita te  th e  m ethod« 
o f ou r enem y , and  to  b e tra y  th i 
i ie a ls  of A m erica  an d  a lso  th t

-3-
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TEXT OF AMERICAN LEGION PROTEST ON 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Following is the text of a resolution that originated wi th  
Northfield Post No» 84, was adopted by the Third Distr iot conven�
tion of June 20, 1945, and on Aug» 21, 1943, was passed by the  
State Convention of the American Legion, Department of M innesota»

This resolution is being circulated by the Northfield Post  
No* 84» The texts

Whereas, the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitutio n of the  
Dnited States guarantees equal protection, under the law , to all  
persons irrespective of race, color, or creed, and

Whereas, one of the cardinal principles of the American  
Legion is its support of the Constitution of the United States,  
and

Whereas, at its National convention in 1942, the American  
Legipn aocepted as one of its war aims the following statement:  
*̂ We condemn religious prejudices, racial or national  antagonisms  
as weapons of our enemies," and

Whereas, there appeared in the official publication, the  
American Legion Magazine, for June, 1943, an article en titled  
"Japs In Our Yard," by one Frederick G, Murray, M»D», which  
urged, among other proposals, that native-born American citizens  
of Japanese descent, without regard of proved loyalty or go od  
character, be re-located on islands in the Pacific ocean-i n 
direct violation of our constitutional guarantees-and u rged this,  
not as a military measure but as a social, political, and eco nom�
ic policy»

Therefore, be it resolved, that we, the Department of Minne �
sota, the American Legion, do vigorously protest against  pur  
National magazine being used to foster race discrimina tion and  
hatred, in violation of the Constitution of the Ameri can Legion  
and the Constitution of the United States»

Be it further resolved, that the officials in charge of the  
publication of both the Amerioan Legion Magazine and  the Nation�
al Legionnaire, be instructed that it shall be their poli cy not  
to permit the publication of such articles as urge o r advocate  
policies in conflict with the basic principles of the American  
Legion, and

Be it further resolved, that this resolution be submitted  
to the National Legion Publications commission at the N ational  
convention at Omaha, for adoption by said commission, and

Be it further resolved, that this resolution be submitted  
to the National Legionnaire for publication in the fi rst avail�
able issue»

ARTHUR S. HOUSTON,
Post Commander

SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS 
COMMITTEE t

CHAUNCEY M. LARSEN,
Incoming Commander

EVERETT D. PHELPS  
VINCENT R. HUNT  
ANDREW MELDAHL

,�-



RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY 
LOS ANGELES POST NO. � , AMERICAN LEGION  

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA 
AT ITS REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 21, 1944

WHEREAS, there has been considerable controversy and agitat ion since  
Pearl Harbor regarding the rights and status of American citi zens of Japanese  
descent; and

WHEREAS, included among such Americans are those who have served in  
the American armeo. forces in^World Wars 1 and II and those who are now serving  
America in various combat areas with heroic distinction; an d

WHEREAS, among that group are those who have served acti vely and  
patriotically for many years as our comrades in the American Legion; and

WHEREAS, we have personally observed their conduct and activities as  
members of our own Legion Post and as members of the 17th District of California:  
and

WHEREAS, there have been grave assaults upon the rights of th ese  
fellow Americans and there has been and now is being waged a p ersistent campaign  
of intolerance, prejudice and hatred against them; and

WHEREAS, our attitude toward Americans of Japanese ancest ry is of  
transcendent importance not only to them but to all Am ericans of whatever  
ancestry since it concerns a preservation of our constitution a nd the mainten�
ance of the rights guaranteed thereunder; and

iTHEREAu, the order of evacuation issued by the military  authorities  
has now been vacated and the return of a number of the Ja panese to our community  
is anticipated; and

WHEREAS, wo are of the conviction that the time has come for a fair,  
honorable and American expression regarding this so-ca lled Japanese problem:

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE members of the Los Angeles Post of the Amer�
ican Legion, do hereby declare:

1. There must be no discrimination whatever against an y American  
citizen based solely on his Japanese ancestry. We are deeply  concerned over the  
widely disseminated expressions of certain groups and ind ividuals which seek to  
deny these ¿jnericons their.rights as such and attempt to  establish a distinction  
between them and other citizens solely by reason of their race  in disregard �f  
tiie constitutional provision that there be no distincti on between any person  
because of his race or colore

� . We particularly deplore any expression emanating from an American  
Legion source which refuses to accord any American ex-ser vice man or service man  
the same rights, privileges and honors as any other citizen sol ely because of  
his ancestry.

3. We urge our comrades in the American Legion to see to it  that the  
persons and property of the Japanese returning to our community are safeguarded  
^nd protoetea and that they be accorded their full rights and pri vileges under  
the constitution without reservation.
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Pacific Citizen,  
January 6, 1945

Salt Lake City, Utah
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Examiner, San Francisco, Calif*  
January 12, 1945

J A P  J O I N S  L E G I O N - ^ j ' ; - . 1̂ .':^:
received a medical discharge laat. month from the Army, is con* 
gratu lated by Cmdr. William F. Schneider a fte r joining Hollywood 
Post No. S91 of ike  American Lesion, composed entirely or W orld 
V a r  i f  veterans. Kingsley Morgan, center, second vice commander, 
said the post was the f irst in the Nation to adm it a  Japanese* 
American to memhersh^p. — Associated Press W irephoto.

CHICAGO —  C orporal Tachio 
Jo h n  A ndo, who recen tly  w as g iv �
en  a  medical d ischarge fro m  the 
A rm y, becam e a  m em ber o f  the  
A m erican Legion P ost No. 1, 
O m aha, N ebraska, on NovemDer 
22, 1944.

Corporal Ando w as bo ra  a t  Jo l�
iet, M ontana, w here h is fam ily  is 
engaged in  farm ing . H e en tered  
th e  serv ice on O ctober 29, 1941, 
w as assigned to the  C oast A rt i l�
le ry  and  received h is tra in in g  a t  
Cam p W allace, Texas. H is over�
seas assignm en t w as in  th e  C arib �
bean area.

A t th e  p resen t tim e Corporal 
Ando is  recupera ting  a t  th e  V et�
e ran s ’ H osp ita l a t  H o t Springs, 
South D akota, and s ta tes th a t  the  
a tten d a n ts  a re  doing every th ing  
possible to  resto re  h im  to  good 
hea lth , and  th a t  he is  receiv ing 
every  consideration by th e  hosp it�
a l s ta f f  an d  th e  tow nspeople of 
H o t Springs.

W ith  reference to  h is  becom ing 
a  m em ber o f  the  A m erican Legion 
C orporal Ando s ta te d : “ I  jo ined 
the  A m erican Legion and  I  am  
proud to  be a  m em ber a s  the  re �
cords c learly  show  w h a t the  Le�
gion h as  done fo r  th e  boys to  
date, and  I  know th a t  th ey  a re  
go ing  to  w ork  even h a rd e r to  im �
prove conditions fo r  th e  service 
men. uner re g io n  rep resen ta tives 
o f  th is  sm all com m unity  keep in 
touch w ith  u s and  a re  alw ays g lad 
to  help  in  an y  w ay  possible.”

W hen asked! fo r  f u r th e r  com�
m ents re la tive  to  th e  evacuation 
and  the  relocation p rogram , Cor�
po ra l Ando s ta ted : “The N isei 
have proved th e ir  lo ya lty  on the 
figh ting  f ro n t and I  fee l th a t  we 
can fu r th e r  p rove ou r loya lty  in  
go ing  fo r th  from  the cen te rs and 
help ou t in  any  w ay  possible a t  
th is  critica l tim e w hen th e  coun�
tr y  is  su ffe r in g  from  a  labor 
shortage. I t  would benefit th e  w ar 
effo rt a s  w ell a s  be a  personal f i �
nanc ia l gain . R elocation is  the  
golden oppo rtun ity  to  s ta r t  up  
aga in  instead  o f w aiting  fo r  the  
end o f th e  w ar.”

- 6 -
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Exponent, Clarksburg, W. Va.  
January � , 194-5

Unfortunate Blunder
The American Legion has admirable and 

ambitious war plans for  assisting returned 
veterans and for intensifying and increasing 
its Americanism activities* And it is un�
fortunate that one of the Legion posts ap�
pears to nave taken a step, presumably in 
the name of Americanism» that has aroused 
the resentment of some of out fighting men.

The Army newspaper Stars and Stripes 
carried a story stating that the Legion post 
in Hood River, Ore., had advised Japanese- 
Americans there to sell their property and 
get out of town. The story came to the at�
tention Of First Army veterans who had 
fought side by side with Japanese-American 
troops—one battalion of whom had been res�
cued fromih Oerman trap by these Nisei sol�
diers—and the result was considerable indig�
nation.

The Japanese-American situation has been 
botched up sufficiently in its official handling 
without misguided private individuals or 
groups adding to i t  The splendid record of 
the Nisei fighters who have gone from our 
concentration camps into the A m y might 
well serve to remind overzealous Americans 
that skin pigmentation in itself is not a 
badge of disloyalty.

Minnesota Legionnaire, St. Paul, Minn.  
January �� , ��	��

Yank Buddies Speak Well of 
American-Born Jap Fighters; 
Resent Slur o f Oregon Post

Under the title “Champions Of the Nisei” the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press of Jan. 2 .had this to say editorial�
ly:

d,ays ago it was predicted in these columns  
that the Hood Krtrer, Oregon, chamber of commerce w ould  
soon be trying to suppress the flood of “testmonial s” that  
the misguided action of the local American Legion pos t  
was likely to precipitate.

P ost officials h ad  erased  the  
nam es of s ix teen  Jap an ese-A m er�
ican  sold iers, f ro m  th e  v i l la g e  roll, 
o f honor, an d  bought advertis ing  
in  local new spapers to adv ise 
A m ericans of Ja p an ese  descen t to 
se ll th e ir  Hood R iv e r  p ro p erty  
and  n ev e r com e back  th e re  to  live.

S ince then , th e  prophecy  hq-« 
been  m ore th a n  fu lfilled.

H ood R iver w as denounced  in 
th e  p ress  and  on th e  a ir, an d  n u m �
erous le g io n  posts over th e  coun�
try  h av e  inv ited  th e  deposed N i�
sei so ld iers a ll of w hom  a re  in  
overseas com bat serv ice and  th ree  
of w hom  h av e  been  w ounded in  
action— to jo in  th e ir  un its . B u t 
th ese  th ings w ere  ju s t a sum m er 
breeze com pared  to th e  ro w  th a t 
a^ose w hen th e  p ew s-reach ed  th e  
U. S. S even th  A rm y  f ro n t in  jSur- 
ope. ^  j  ■

T he S even th  know s som e�
thing' ab o u t N isei so ld iers.

Some, of th em  Recently re s �
cued a “lost b a tta l io n ” of the  
T h ir ty -s ix th  D iv ision from  a 
G erm an  .¿rap in  th e  Vosges m oun�
ta in s. “E xcep t fo r  them ,” says one; 
sergean t, “o u r  boys w ou ld  h av e  
been w iped  ou t. A  lo t of * those;

Jap s lost th e ir  lives sav ing  us. I t ’s 
.p re tty  lousy to be figh ting  fo r  th e  
r if th ts  an d  l ib e r ties  o f  peop le w ho 
Would do a th in g  like  th a t to  our 
huddles.'”"

A ccord ing to th e  co rresponden t 
w ho te lls th e  story , n e a r ly  every  
m em ber of th e  d iv is ion is w r i t �
ing le tte rs  abou t th e  Hood R iv er 
episode— som e to  re la tives, som e 
to  th e  P res id en t and  m em bers o f 
Congress, som e d irec t to  H ood 
R iver. A n  u n fo rtu n a te  phase of 
the  inc iden t is th a t th e  w hole 
tow n gets th e  b lam e fo r th e  con-1 
duct of a  h an d fu l of i ts  citizens.

EVen w o rse  is the  fac t th a t 
¿lotion, re f lec ts upon  th e  en tire  
L*agii>n organ ization .
Thee first d ra f t  of m ost o f these 

IotteBst th e  co rresponden t states, 
h ad  b e  rev ised  to tone dow n 
the l^hguage. W h ite com rades of 
N isei so ld iers m ake l i t t le  a llow �
ance fo r th e  stren g th  of local p re �
jud ices. - .......................- .  . . .
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Legion Post 
Arouses Ire 
Of 7thy GIs

By RALPH G. MARTIN 
Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 7TH ARMY, Jan. 4 
—If the Hood River, O re ., Ameri�
can Legion Post hasn’t been getting 
much mail lately, it can stop worry�
ing.

All along the 7th Army front to�
day, American combat troops (par�
ticularly in the 36th Division) were 
bitching loud and long about jb  re�
cent announcement by the Hood 
River American Legion Post telling 
all Americans of Japanese ancestry 
tha t they’re  not wanted in Hood 
R iver County, Oregon, that they 
better quickly cell any property 
they have there, that all Nisei 
soldiers in the American Army 
have already been scratched off the 
Legion post honor roll.

Saved Our Lives 
This is what the boys of Co. C 

of thfe 1st Battalion of the 36th 
Division had to say about these 
things, after being in combat for 
133 consecutive days:

’’People back home Ought to know 
th a t if it wasn’t  for the Nisei, a 
Jot of their sons would be dead 
now. They saved our lives.

(Nisei soldiers of the 44?nd Com�
bat team punched through a thick 
ring of Nazis to relieve the 1st 
"Lost” Battalion which hgd been cut 
o f f  for seven days w ithout food or 
water. In doing so the Nisei suf�
fered heavy casualties, inflicted even 
heavier casualties on the G erm ans.)

"We’ve been fighting alongside 
them, all through Italy and France- 
O ur boys don’t  say these Nisei are 
as good as we are. We' say they re 
a  helluva lot better, that they’ve 
got more guts. And we ought to 
know. ”

"Those Legion people ought to 
sell their property and give it to 
these Nisei. They deserve it more. 
I f  these Japanese-Americans .are 
good enough to die for their coun�
try , they ought to be good enough 
to  live in it."

Legion Disappoints Hint
"Why do they keep calling them 

Japanese-Americans? I’m of Ger�
m an descent and nobody calls me 
a  German-American. Why don’t  we 
just call them  Americans? Why are 
some people back home so narrow �
minded?"

"We expected more than that 
from the American Legion- Tf that 
keeps up, we don’t w ant to have 
anything to do w ith th e  Legion. 
I ’m just wondering if the Legion 
Headquarters feels the same way 
tha t tbeir Hood River post does."

" I ’m ashamed to be fighting for 
the freedom and liberties of peopje 
w ho say things like thaL ”



Tribune, Oakland, Calif  
December 31, 1944-

Sun, Chicago, 111  
December 31, 1944
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WITH THE U.S. 7TH ARMY, ON 

THE WESTERN FRONT, Dec. 30—
(U.R) —Hundreds of veteran Am eri�
can soldiers were indignant tonight 
over an item the Array newspaper 
Stars and Stripe's* Which said that 
an American legio*, post in Hood 
River, Ore., had advised Americans 
of Japanese ancestry to sell any 
property they own and leave town.

The dispatch, which moved dozens 
of GI’s to prepare a protest to Presi- 
d e n t  Roosevelt and congressmen, 
said the post had advertised in local 
newspapers that citizens of Japan�
ese ancestry were unwanted.
VIOLENT REACTION

There was violent vocal reaction 
among doughboys of Lieut. Gen. 
A lexander Patch’s original divisions 
■—the 36th and 45th—who know the 
gallant record of the 442nd Infantry 
Regiment, composed mostly of loyal 
Japanese-A m ericans, a n d  w i t h  
which the 36th Division fought in 
Italy.

Reaction was particularly v ituper�
ative against the Legion Post’s ac�
tion, among the F irst Battalion of 
the 141st Regiment of the 36th D i�
vision—A battalion which just two 
months ago today was rescued from 
a German trap  near Brpyeres by 
J  a p a n e s e-American tfoops who 
slashed through German lines to 
the isolated battalion at great cost 
to themselves.

There were 81 men on tha t en�
circled hilltop when they w ere res�
cued and 23 of those same men still 
are w ith the company.
“DESERVE MORE”

“Those Japanese-American boys 
deserve a hell of a lot more than the 
men sitting back in tha t Oregon 
town who don’t  want them around,” 
one of them observed.

“And we feel pretty  lousy having 
to fight for the rights and liberties 
of people who do something like 
that to these Japanese-Americans 
fighting over here.”

Another said his father belonged 
to the American Legion but “won’t 
when he gets the letter I ’m  writing.

��� �������	����������	�����
��������������	���������
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W ITH THE U.S. 7TH ARMY ON THE WESTERN FRONT,
Dec. 30.— (UP)

HUNDREDS of veteran  Am erican soldiers w ere ind ignant tonight 
over an item  in the A rm y new spaper, S tars and Stripes, w hich 

said th a t an A m erican Legion post in  Hood R iver, Ore., had advised
A m ericans of Japanese ancestry 
to sell any property  they owned 
and leave town.

The dispatch, w hich moved 
dozens of G.I.s to prepare to 
w rite  le tte rs of p ro test to P res�
iden t Roosevelt and congress�
m en, said the Legion post had 
advertised in  local new spapers

Brother of Japs' Victim
Pvt. K rukow ski, 19, one of 

the  soldiers condem ning m is�
trea tm en t of Japanese-A m eri�
cans, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John  K rukow ski. He has been 
overseas since Ju ly . His brother, 
Chester* 22, a baker 3rd class 
in  the Navy, was reported  k illed 
in  sea action in the Pacific Ju ly  
18, 1943.____________________

th a t citizens of Japanese ances�
try  w ere unw anted.

T here w as v io lent vocal re -

action am ong doughboys of Lt. 
Gen. A lexander P atch ’s original 
divisions—the 36th and 45th— 
who know  the gallan t record of 
the 442d In fan try  regim ent, 
composed mostly^ of Japanese- 
A m ericans, w ith w hich the 36th 
D ivision fought in Italy.

* * *

REACTION was particu larly  
v ituperative in  the 1st b a t�

ta lion of the 141st Regim ent of 
the 36th Division—a battalion 
that, just tw o m onths ago to�
day, was rescued from  a G er�
m an trap  near B ruyeres by 
Japanese-A m erican troops, who 
slashed through G erm an lines to 
the isolated battalion  at great 
cost to them selves.

There w ere 81 men on .that 
encircled h illtop w hen they 
w ere rescued, and 23 of those 
sam e m en still are w ith , the 
company, including Lt. Joseph 
K imble, Scranton, Pa., and Sgt* 
H iler H ull, San Antonio, Tex.

Hull a lready h a s  started  
w riting  a le tter. K im ble said 
he also would w rite one, bu t 
was undecided w hether to ad �
dress it to  President Roosevelt, 
some congressman, or the Le�
gion post in  Hood R iver.

* * *

KIMBLE called in four other 
veterans who w ere rescued 

on the h ill—Sgt. E nrique G ar�
cia, Brownsville, Tex.; Tech. 
Sgt. C lyde E. A rm strong; F arm �
ers, Ky.; Pfc. V irgil L indell, 
Billings, Mont., and Pvt. Edw in 
J. K rukow ski, 1651 W. 33d st., 
Chicago.

“We feel p retty  lousy having 
to fight for the rights and liber�
ties of people who w ould do 
som ething like th a t to these 
Japanese-A m erican s, fighting 
over here,” one of them  said.

- 8 -
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Times, New York, N. Y.  
December 15« 1944

ANTI-NISEI BIAS  
ASSAILED ON COAST
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Special to Th i  Ni w  Yo r k  Tim e s.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 1 4 -  
A g ita to rs aga inst any  w artim e re�
settlem ent of Japanese-A m ericans 
in W est Coast S tates w ere de�
nounced today by R obert B. Coz- 
zens, assistan t d irector of the W ar 
Relocation A uthority , in a le tte r to 
the Hood R iver (Ore.) American 
Legion Post, which removed the 
nam es of sixteen Japanese-A m eri- 
can soldiers from  its  county honor 
roll.

Mr. Cozzens, him self a  Legion 
member, w rote to the Oregon post 
commander, Jess Edington, as fol�
lows:

“Your disgraceful ac t cannot be 
condoned by a  vast m ajority  of 
Am erican Legionnaires n o r by the 
‘lost battalion ’ rescued in th is w ar 
by the Nisei, nor by Lieut. Gen. 
M ark W. Clark, who cited the 
100th B attalion of Nisei for b rav�
ery in Ita ly , nor by any fair-m ind�
ed person who is able to m ake the- 
distinction between the enemy and 
loyal Americans of m any ances�
tr ies who are f igh ting  the enemy.”

“You have betrayed the Legion 
by a  deliberate insu lt to our Army, 
ts  uniform  and the brave men who 

w ear it,” Mr. CozZens continued. 
“You have attem pted  to loosen the 
cornerstone of our dem ocracy by 
str ik ing  a t  one rac ial group of de�
scendants ou t of the six nations we 
had declared w ar against. You 
desecrate the grave of the U n�
known Soldier. F o r neither you, 
nor any other man, knows but th a t 
sacred resting  place m ay hold the 
rem ains of a  descendant of an en�
emy nation. We had Japanese- 
American soldiers in World W ar I.”

Post, Washington, D.C.
December �� , ��		

Letters To The Editor

Labor P ress Opposes Action
The Oregoh Labor Press, repre�

senting Am erican Federation of 
Labor unions, asserted today: “We 
should no t violate our Constitution 
by denying the privileges given by 
i t  to  any group, regardless of race, 
creed or color,”

A California S tate  Senate com�
m ittee’s stand against perm itting 
any evacuated persons of Japanese 
ancestry  back on the Coast during 
the w ar was “repudiated” by the 
Pacific Coast Committee on Am er�
ican Principles and F a ir  Play. This 
is a group of allied organizations 
and t> irtv-tw o Californians, includ�
ing Dr. Robert A. M illikan of the 
California Institu te  of Technology 
and Dr. Monroe E. Deutsch, pro�
vost of the U niversity  of Califor�
nia a t  Berkeley.

In  a  te legram  to Representative 
Clarence Lea, chairm an of the 
California Congressional delega�
tion, the signers said th a t the 
S tate  Senate “fac t finding” com�
m ittee during its  investigation 
called before i t  no persons “openly 
opposed to fu rth e i racial d iscrim i�
nation against Japanese-A m eri�
cans.”

The San Francisco Chronicle has 
refused to accept the com m ittee’s 
sta tem ent th a t the people of Cali�
forn ia were “overwhelmingly op�
posed” to  the re tu rn  of any Jap a�
nese evacuees during the w ar and 
suggested th a t the present uproar 
w as “largely artific ia l.”

w^ite r .h as been a m em ber 
of the Am erican Lesion fo r 25 
years and has taken an active part 
“ L Prom oting the m em bership 
growth and o ther activ ities of the 
various posts of which he has been 
a m em ber over th is period of time. 
But never has such an unworthy 
act as th is been brought to his at�
tention. The m em bership of th is 
great organization is supposed to 
be made up of men and women 
from  all races and is nonsectarian.

Tolerance is one of the cardinal 
points of the Legion and is even 
expressed in  the pream ble to the 
constitution which is recited in 
unison at the opening of every post 
meeting. *

This action on the part of the 
Hood R iver Post is reprehensible, 
and cowardly against those who are 
fa r from  th e ir  homes and cannot 
take a stand in  th e ir  defense or 
speak up against the gross in justice 
done them . I t  is dishonorable and 
totally  in  contradiction to the 
principles fo r which our boys are 
fighting. Such an act as th is m ight 
be expected in  Germany, bu t i t  is 
unbelievable to th ink th a t it  has , 
occurred in one of the United 
States.

Shame on the Hood River Post 
of the Am erican Legion for the 
blot they have caused to the Legion 
banner!

SUMMERFIELD A. McCARTNEY. 
W ashington, Dec. 4.
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Tribune, Great Falls, Mont  
December 31» 1944-

Seventh Army Soldiers Write in Protest 
Of Legion Post’s Treatment of Loyal Japs

WITH -THE UNITED STATES Reaction was particu larly  vitujper- gil L indell, Billings, Mont., and  P v t  
iRMY, on the Western F ro n t D e c e iv e  against the Legion post’s Edwin J . Krukowski, Chicago.

,n «�«  �� ,m.nr-n  action, among the F irst battalion of “Those boys deserve a hell of a
80. <U.R) Hundred of veter j� j st  regim ent of the 36th di- lot more than the m en sitting back
American soldiers w ere indignant vision—a battalion which just two in tha t Oregon town Who don’t  
tonight  over an  item  in the \arm y months ago today was rescued from  Wfint them  aroimd,” one of them  ob- 
newspaper S tars and Stripes, ^h ich  a German trap  near Bruyeres by served, “and we feel p retty  lousy 
said tha t an  American Legion post Japanese - American troops who having to fight for the rights and 
in Hood River, Ore., had advised slashed through German lines to liberties of people who do soxne- 
Americans of Japanese ancestry to the isolated battalion a t great cost tiling like tha t to these Japanese* 
sell any property they own ana to themselves. Americans fighting over here.”
leave town. . . .  There w ere 81 men on tha t en- Another said his father belonged

The d ^ a tc h ,  vraich snoved doz- circled htiltop when they w ere to the American Legion but he 
*°. l |rei |are to  w rit*  let- rescued and 23 of those same men “won’t  when he gets the le tte r I ’m 

resident Roose- stm  are w ith the company, includ- writing.”
f* 1“  toe jn g L t Joseph Kimble, Scranton, ; One said he was of German de- 

ertised in local p a>> and Sgt. H iler Hull, San An- scent bu t tha t d idn’t  m ake him  an 
to118 °* Ja Pa‘> tonio, Tex. unwanted enemy and tha t the same

_  . ,  . wanted# Hull already has started w riting should aoply to a  person Of Japa-
There ̂  was violent tooM reaction a letter. K imble said he also would nese descent, 

ahiong doughboys o f C t  Gen. A lex- one fcut  was undecided
di isionftT  w hether to  address It to  President 

toe 36th a m  wno know  the Roosevelt, some congressman, or
P i to fantry  ^ 6  Legion post in  Hood River,

regiment, cMnpJfced mostly of Ibyal j ^ b l e  called in  four other vet- 
Japanese •  lu e tn can s, and w ith who w ere rescued on the
which the 36th division fought in  g g  Sgt Enrique Garcia, Browns- 
I toly- ville, Tex.; Technical Sgt. Clyde E.

Armstrong, Farm ers, Ky.; Pfc. V ir-

ter$ of u fo test 
velt a u  congés: 
Leghfh ]  post h a d  ad  
newspapers tha t 
riese ancestry w ere

Herald & News, Klamath Falls, Ore.  
December 17, 1944

Times-tierald, Washington, D.C.  
December 14, 1944

rpO R P.* B ILL SHANNON,j of th e  E ighty-fifth , who lost a  leg over- 
¡ seas, teIephonedva  b last against th a t  curious A m erican Legion 
I post, a t  Hood River, Oregon, w hich ripped th e  names of American- 
Japanese boys, serving overseas, from  th e  legion honor ro ll: “O ur 
ou tf it fought r ig h t hex t to  those Am erican Japanese of the  100th 
B a tta lion  in  Ita ly , Ed and  they  were sensational. Ou t of 1,200, 
m ore th a n  1,000 of those A m erican-Japanese kids won Purp le 
H earts. T hëy won one P residen tia l U n it C itation  in  Ita ly , and  I  
th in k  they  won a  c luster fo r i t  in  F rance. Those legionnaires in  
Hood R iver who passed th a t  shocking reso lu tion a ren’t ,  f i t  to  
carry  th e  tom m y guhs of those A m erican-Japs” . . . A merican 
Legion posts, as a  resu lt of ¿he p ro test in  th is  space, have been 
quick to  repud ia te  th e  O regonian bigotry. (C apt. Belvidere Brook 
Post, No. 450, no t only passed a  resolution of condem nation; also 
inv ited th e  A m erican-Japanese soldiers to  jo in  th e ir  post) . .  . T he 
unknow n A m erican soldier of th ia  w ar m ay be one of th e  American- 
Japanese veterans barred  by th e  Oregon post.

From: "Little Old New York,"  
by Ed Sullivan

- 1 0 -

P o r t la n d , O re ., D ec. 16— <U.R) 
T w o  p ro m in e n t O regon  m en  to �
d a y  d e fen d ed  th e  16 Jap an ese- 
A m erican  so ld ie rs  w hose nam es 
w e re  rem o v ed  f ro m  th e  M em or�
ia l  p la q u e  a t  H ood  R iv e r, O re ., 
A m er ican  L eg io n  post.

D r. H a ro ld  J .  N ob le, a  m a rin e  
m a jo r  fo rm e r ly  w ith  th e  h is to ry  
d e p a r tm e n t o f th $  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
O regon , sa id  h e  com m anded  a  
u n i t  o f  Jap an ese-A m erican  so l�
d ie rs  in  th e  P ac if ic  a rea , an d  

. th a t h is  men- co n s is ten tly  show ed  
g re a t cou rage.

G . B . M cL ean , e d i to r  »of th e  
se rv ice  b u l le t in  o f th e  O regon  
S ta te  M ed ica l soc iety , to ld  o f 
C ap t, R o b e r t , K in o sh ita , a rm y  
m ed ica l corps', w h o  w as W ounded 
th r e e  t im es  a n d  , is a g a in  on  ac�
t iv e  d u ty  in  H o llan d .
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Herald, Rutland, Vt  
December 12, 1944-

Rocky Mountain News, Denver, Colo.  
December 29, 1944

Bflieves Jap-Ameftcads^^*} 
H 4tteM ad^Q o^ , Soldiers

E c u f o n t  am  a  solclier w ho has 
spent tw o years in  foreign serv �
ice. Upon re tu rn ing  to the  U. S. 
I ' am  astonished a t  th e  A m erican 
Legion of Hood R iver D istr ic t with" 
th e ir  a ttitude tow ard  th e  Ja p a �
nese boys w ho a re  in  our uniform . 
I t  is an  insu lt to  th e  A m erican 
un ifo rm  if no t a  b ligh t to  the 
en tire  A m erican Legion through-? 
ou t our country . W hat are  w e 
f ighting for? Democracy?

I  had  re fra ined  from  jo in ing any 
organization because I  had  favored 
th e  A m erican Legion. B u t as long 
as the  A m erican Legion has char�
te rs like Hood R iver D istric t and 
the  attitude they  now m ain ta in  
they  can cotint m e out. I  can’t  
feel th a t 1 need an  organization 
like th a t to  try  to  help  me.

M y suggestion to th e  A m erican 
Legion C entra l Com m ittee is it  is 
tim e to c lean house, if noth ing 
m ore th an  to  l i f t  th e  Hood R iver 
-charter and  g ive i t  to  th e  16 Jap a�
nese and  th e  rest of th e  boys from  
th e re  who w#* now  serv ing  the ir
country. Those Japanese boys have 
tw o str ikes on them  now th rough  
no fau lt of th e ir  own.

This is th e ir  country as w ell as 
ours. A t least the C onstitu tion 
says so. H aving come in contact 
w ith  Negroes, Jew s, Ita lian , Polish, 
G erm an, and Slavish boys in  our 
arm y, I  say they  are  all good sol�
d iers and  have done th e ir  p a r t 
w ithou t show ing any rac ia l hos�
tilities, and  w ithou t the  usual beef�
ing one hears.

PVT. N. T. W ILLIAM S.
F t. W arren, W yoming.

LOYAL JAP-AMERICANS.

To the Editor of 'Die Herald: An 

A. P. Dispatch o f December 2, 1944, 

given wide publicity in  America, stat�

ed that “the Hood river (Ore.) post of 

the American Legion had erased the 

names of sixteen Americans of Japan�

ese origin now serving in the XL S. 

Army, from its county w ar m $gprial, 

many of them nyw /¡ser^ing^ qgt over�

seas battlef ronts.’l

My first act upon Agtatrning to Civil�

ian status after 31 months in the serv�

ice is to beg the cfThctesy of your
«¡T
columns to appeal to fevaty post of the 

Legion in  this state Hh w rite an offi�
cial le tter J^jznfcyHood post and 
protest thm r a ian, f o /  fche following 
reasons—

1. I t  is exactly the saaofe action that 
die Nazis took with the names of 
Jewish veterans who died w  their 
fatherland in  World War I, afi action 
which outraged all \ b ^ r ^  opinion 
even in enemy countries.

2. It is absolutely unconstitutional, 
in that it shows racial discrimination.

3. I t evidences the basest ingratitude 
to men who were willing to die for 
their country.

4. It undermines the morale of our 
troops with whom these loyal Japan- 
ese-Americans are serving.

The official War department book�
let “Nisei in Uniform”, tells of the ex�
ploits of the 100th Infantry Batallion 
and the 44Bd Combat team composed 
of Japanese volunteers from • Hawaii 
and is sufficient reason to protest such 
action of our far Western “comrades”, 
which I feel sure every loyal Vermont 
Legionnaire w ill disown.

Sincerely .yours,
WALDO H. BMN&JCSHS

Middlefoury, Dec. 10, 1944.

- 1 1 -
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The Oregonian, Portland, Ore  
December 17, 1944
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W A SH IN G TO N , Dec. 16 (Spe�
c ia l)—  P v t. E ich i W akam atsu , 
Hood R iver, O r., serv ing  in  a 
Jap an ese  - A m erican  c o m b a t  
team , w as w ounded  in  ac tion  in  
F ran ce  O ctober 30, i t  w as re �
p o r ted  F r id a y  by  th e  w ar re lo �
ca tion  au th o rity .

W ord w as rece iv ed  by  W aka- 
m a tsu ’s p a re n ts  a t  G ra n ad a  re�
location  cen te r, A m ache, Colo., 
W RA sta ted .

O n ly  tw o  w eeks ago Com�
m an d er Jess  E dd ing ton  of th e  
A m erican  L eg ion  post a t  H ood 
R iv er an n ounced  th e  post w as 
e rasing  f ro m  th e  coun ty  w a r  
m em oria l th e  nam es of 16 
A m ericans of’ Ja p an e se  an ces try  
now  in  th e  arm y , m a rk in g  a 
c lash  b e tw een  W RA an d  th e  
A m erican  L eg ion  over th e  t re a t�
m e n t of loy a l Japanese-A m er�
icans.

Tw o O thers W ounded

S pokesm en fo r  W RA said  
th e y  d id  n o t know  w h e th e r o r 
n o t W akam atsu ’s n am e w as one 
of those o rd ered  to  be erased  by  
E dd ing ton , b u t th a t th ey  “as�
sum ed so.”

W RA also po in ted  ou t th a t 
P v t. G eorge M. H a ta  an d  P v t. 
H irom u  H eyam oto , b o th  of 
G r e s h a m ,  also h av e  been  
W ounded in  ac tion  a t  th e  f ig h t�
ing  fron ts .

W ord  w as rece ived  b y  H a ta ’s 
p a ren ts  a t  th e  M in idoca re loca�
tio n  cen ter, H un t, Idaho , th a t he  
w as w ounded  in  I ta ly  J u ly  4, 
an d  w o rd  rece ived  by  Heya- 
m o to ’s p a ren ts  a t  th e  sam e cen�
te r  th a t he  w as w ounded  on 
th e  F ren ch  f ro n t O ctober 20, 
W RA sta ted .

HeralcL-News, Klamath Falls, Ore.  
January 3> 1945

!������#�	�� ���

������	��$�����	
W ITH  TH E S IX T H  ARM Y 

G R O U P IN  FR A N C E, Ja n . 3 (JP)
A  H ood R iver, O re., Japanese- 
A m erican , P F C  G eorge A k iyam a, 
w as one of 20 m em bers of a 
Jap anese-A m erican  com bat team  
rece iv in g  th e  B ronze lyA* from  
L t. G en. Jaco b  L i yes�
te rd a y . T hey  a J  m efl0M %  of 
th e  100th b a ra lp X , described  a s 
“onetp f th e r n w t  «fecorated un its  
o f i ts ls iz e ^ n  A m erican  m il i ta ry  
historjĵ  *

A k i ta m a ’s c ita tio n  d ec la red  
h is “l» ro ic  d isreg a rd  fo r  p e r�
sona l S a fe ty  co n tr ib u ted  im �
m easu rab ly  to  the  subseq u en t a t�
ta in m e n t of the  ob jective and  re �
f lec ts  h o n o r upon  th e  U. S. 
a rm y .” T he ac tion  occu rred  in 
th e  v ic in ity  of B iffon ta ine,
F ra n ce , w h e re  th e  g roup  w as 
o rd e red  to  es tab lish  con tac t w ith  
en tra p p ed  e lem en ts of th e ir  b a t�
ta lion .

- 1 2 -
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Times, New York, N. Y.  
December 9, �� � �

HOOD RIVER’S BLUNDER  
The Hood River, Ore., post of the 

A m erican Legion m ay have reflected a  
local prejudice when i t  recently  re �
moved from  its  w ar m em orial the 
nam es of six teen A m erican citizens of 
Japanese descent who have served 
honorably in th is w ar. In  certain  p a rts  
o f the W est the old and understandable 
opposition to Japanese im m igration has 
survived in a  dislike of native-born 
Japanese Am ericans because of the 
color of their skins. And so the Hood 
R iver post m ay have found some sup�
po rt in tak ing  th is w ay of le tting the 
Japanese-A m erican veterans “know we 
don’t  w an t them  back here.”

I t  w as no t m ajority  support, either 
on the Paoifkj Coast or elsewhere. F a ir- 
minded A m ericans know th a t discrim�
ination on account of rac ial origin is the 
enemy’s weapon, not ours. The P o rt�
land Council of Churches has answered 
the Hood R iver post by calling upon 
m inisters to aid loyal Japanese-A m eri�
cans in retu rn ing  to the ir homes and 
denouncing rac ial discrim ination as a 
denial of “the very principles of A m eri�
canism  which our boys are figh ting  to 
preserve.” Japanese-A m erican units 
have done splendid service in Italy. 
Japanese-A m ericans have been of g rea t 
help in the Pacific w ar. They do not 
ask recognition beyond th a t given to 
Germ an-Am ericans and other sorts of 
Am ericans who have served faithfully.
They are entitled to as much recogni�
tion. Hood R iver owes them  an apology.

Sun, Chicago, � � � .
December 18, �� � �

%���������	����

A T  L A S T  r e p o r ts  th e  A m e r ic a n  L e g io n  p o s t 
- o f  H o o d  R iv e r ,  O re ., s t i l l  w as  s ta n d in g  

p a t , d e s p i te  n a t io n w id e  p ro te s ts ,  o n  re m o v in g  
th e  n am es o f  16 J a p a n e s e -A m e r ic a n  s o ld ie rs  
f ro m  th e  p o s t ’s ro l l  o f  h o n o r . O f  c o u rse , th e  
b e s t ia l i ty  o f  H i r o h i to ’s h o rd e s  o n  th e  o th e r  
s id e  o f  th e  P a c i f i c  a ro u se s  th e  a n g e r  o f  c iv i�
l iz e d  m e n . B u t  th e  lo y a l ty  a n d  c o u ra g e  o f  th e  

g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  J a p a n e s e -A m e r ic a n s  in  th is  
w a r  h a s  b e e n  a m p ly  d e m o n s tra te d , b o th  in  
a n d  o u t  o f  o u r  a rm e d  fo rc e s , a n d  o n  th e  o u t �
p o s t o f  H a w a i i  as w e l l  as  th e  m a in la n d . T h e  
H o o d  R iv e r  v e te r a n s ’ a c t io n  f o s te r s  ra c e  
h a t r e d ;  th e y  ca n  se rv e  d e m o c ra c y  a n d  co m �
m o n  d e c e n c y  b y  r e p e n t in g  o f  a n  i l l -c o n s id e re d  
g e s tu re  a n d  r e s to r in g  th e  n am es o f  th e i r  16 
fe l lo w -c i t iz e n s .

Record, Philadelphia, Pa.  
December � � . �� � �

("���������� %������� ��7
The Gardena post of the Veterans of For�

eign Wars in California has refused to in�
clude names of Japanese-American service�
men, even casualties, on its roll of honor 

Two American Legion posts in Oregon re�
cently erased the names of Japanese-Ameri- 
can servicemen from their county honor rolls.

We think that somebody should read the 
perpetrators of such snide, prejudiced be�
havior a lecture on real Americanism.

And they might include in the lecture the

commendation of Maj. Gen. John E. Dahl- 
quist, commanding general of the 36th Divi-

seen” “ 1 the U. S. Anny has never 
Dlaved hv t i  e Ty 9Ualities than dis-

tie

Collier's lor January ��, ����

DIRTY WORK  
AT HOOD RIVER

TT H A S been a great pleasure to record and applaud�

JL here from time to time various manifestations of true�

A merican�style tolerance and general decency toward�

loyal Japanese�A mericans in this country— cases where�

A mericans who know what A mericanism is have stood�
up ai}J  protected these peoples’ basic rights.

, ihr  r W/fuCOrd’ with deep regret> a flash from the�
other side of the picture; to wit: In H ood River, Ore�

gon, the local A merican Legion post recently forced the�

n f T l  T D  * 6 county war memorial of the names�

the A r m ^ ^lver Japanese�  A mericans now serving in

That is tops in blind hatred, a record of some kind�

tor ingratitude, possibly an all�A merican low in intol�
erance and bigotry.

W e cannot but believe that better judgment and real�
patriotism will win out in H ood R iver sooner or later�
1 he sooner, obviously, the better.

-13-
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Tribune, Salt Lake City, Utah  
December 28, 194-4

Hood Rirer Legionnaires 
Blotting a Glorious Escutcheon

I t  Is  a  m a tte r  o f keen  re g re t th a t  th e  H ood 
R ive*  c h a p te r  o f  th e  A m erican  L eg ion  h as  
p igged a b lo t upon  th e  reco rd  o f th e  n a tio n a l 
o rg an iz a tio n  th a t  no  excuse o r  ex p lan a tio n  
r a n  e rase . W hen m yop ic m em bers o f th a t  
loca l body  rem oved  f ro m  th e  “ ro ll o f  hono r,” 
Inscribed  a q u a r te r  o f  £  c e n tu r y -a w c  th e  
n am es o f 16 A m erican  to ld lo rs  
d escen t w ho ha jl |h a $ e d  th e  risl 
th e  d iscom fo rts  £ i|f l m ade th e  s: 
m anded  o f o u r f igbeing  m en in  th e  
w ar, such  a  d em o n stra tio n  o f rac ia l 
m ig h t have been  expacteifl in  G erm any , b u t 
c e r ta in ly  h ad  no p lace in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
o f  A m erica.

U n d e r  th e  fed e ra l co n stitu tio n , w h ich  a ll 
leg io n n a ires  a re  supposed  to  indo rse and  u p �
ho ld , p e rso n s o f Japanadfe; p a re n ta g e  bo rn  in  
th is  c o u n try  a re  citiffens 'th e re o f ; th e y  a re  
su b je c t to  m il i ta ry  co l  tc l ip t io n  an d  th o u �
sa n d s  o f th em  a re  now  in  E u ro p e  ta k in g  an  
ac tiv e  an d  c red itab le  p a r t  in  th is  second  W orld  
w a r . W h a t r ig h t— legal, m o ra l o s  m il i ta ry —  
h a d  th e  H ood R iv er p o s t to  authotffce o r p e r�
m it  th e  sham efu l o f tp d e d ib j j f in to le ra n c e  
to  be com m itted  ip* th ^  AfiJhe <5f an  honored  
leg ion  o f v e te ran # ?

A s to  w h e th e r  4 h tire  resp o n sib il ity  is to  
r e s t  on th e  local, b ran ch  o r  , t o # l ^ y  th e  w hole 
o rg an iz a tio n  is so m e th in »  Aniiricffcns a re  en �
t i t le d  to  know — som eth ing  ¿ h e  i a # s  is g lo a t�
in g  over as  a  ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r ' i ts  ow n be�
h av io r. S ec re ta ry  o f W ar' H en ry  L . J tim so n  
dec la red  th a t  “such  ac tio n  is  wh<0ty In co n �
s is te n t w ith  th e  A m erican  idea l i f  dem oc�
ra c y .” A n e a s te rn  leg ion  p o s t ifeg retted  th e  
e ra su re  as  “a  re f lec tion  og  th e  en t ire  leg ion .” 
B u t th e  H ood R iver po^ t I n d  f ts  com m ander, 
J .  B. E d in g to n , re fu se  to  Iresant o r  to  com m ent.

T he s e c re ta ry  o f  ̂  w a r t  o ld a  p ress  co n fe r�
ence th a t  th e  e ra su re  o f n ise i nam es, inc lud �
in g  m en w ho h ad  been w ounded in  ac tion , is 
a re f lec tio n  on th e  m il i ta ry  system . H e also  
p ra ise d  th e  f ig h t in g  sp ir i t  o f Jap an ese-A m eri�
can  so ld iers, m any  o f w hom  have d istingu ished  
th em se lv es o r  died w hile f ig h tin g  a g a in s t th e  
G erm ans in  I ta ly .

T hey  do n o t ask  an y  con s id era tio n  beyond  
t h a t  acco rded  A m ericans o f G erm an, Span ish , 
C h inese o r  F ilip ino  d escen t w ho h ave served  
th e  repub lic  fa i th fu l ly  and  fea r le ss ly  in  th is  
o r  th e  la s t w ar. B u t th e y  a re  en tit led  to  ju s t  
a s  m uch  recogn ition  an d  to  m ore com m enda�
tio n  th a n  is due m isgu ided  m isan th ro p es w ho 
in su l t  com rades in a rm s an d  d isg race th e  
nob le o rg an iza tio n  to  w h ich  th e y  belong.

B e i t  sa id  to  th e  c red it o f th e  leg ion  th a t  
m an y  p o sts  have inv ited  th e  16 n isei v e te ran s  
in to  th e ir  m em bersh ip . P au l R oselle, a  leg ion  
com m ander in  th e  s ta te  o f W ash ing ton , is be�
lieved to  ex p ress th e  v iew s o f leg ionna ires 
g en e ra lly  in  sa y in g :

Evening World Herald  
Omaha, Neb.

December, 1944

1905 AND 1944
Those who read Albert 0. Jensen’s le ttem i 

the Public Pulse the other day caught a 
glimpse of what America means to so many 
millions of her foreign born. In that excellent 
letter Mr. Jensen told of the joy that the sight 
of the Statue of Liberty inspired among the 
passengers aboard the immigrant ship.

A heart-warming story, one that reminds 
ùs again—and we need to be reminded—of the 
hope and the love that the new country 
aroused in those who came to live here.

That was 1905. It was not all a world of 
sunshine for these newcomers. “Hunky” end 
“Spik” and “Wop” were some of the terms 
used by certain pure-blooded patriots whose 
ancestors happened to get here a couple of 
hundred years earlier. But there was work 
and opportunity for all. Thè immigrants pros�
pered and they became Americans.

Today there are thousands of young men, 
Americans all, returning to their homeland as 
war veterans. They, too* see the Statue of 
Liberty if they happen to come by way of 
New York Harbor.

For most of them it is a joyous homecom�
ing. Many brave soldiers are said to have 
cried at sight of the Statue. But there are 
some whose emotions must be mixed.

What about the 16 Japanese-American sol�
diers from Hood River, Oregon? Their names 
have been erased from the community war 
memorial. The town does not want them back.

What about the communities of the South 
where Negroes know something about the neat 
arrangement of society on a “master race” and 
“inferior race” basis?

What to do about it? We can’t legislate to 
enforce tolerance. The case of the Hood River 
boys shows that in some instances-©*» national 
unity, even for our common war effort, fs re�
sented in certain quarters.

Some how, some way we will have to get 
.back to the elemental love of country, the ap�
preciation of America as a land of oppor�
tunity, the kind of thing that Mr. Jensen and 
his fellow immigrants had in their hearts. We 
will have to do that before we can even talk 
of overcoming prejudices.

For if our country is not big enough, 
physically and spiritually, to accommodate all 
of its people we may as well yield now to 
groups that want to curb minorities or grade 
the qualities of citizenship. We may as well 
forget about the great democratic experiment 
we call the American Way.

■ n-

“W e p ro te s t because w e th in k  such  ac tion  
1% c o n tra ry  to  th e  A m erican ism  we have sw orn  
to  su p p o r t and  defend. To fo s te r  such  »facial 
persecu tio n  and  d isc rim ina tion  is to  im ita te  
th e  m e th o d ^  o f o u r  enem ies and  b e tra y  th e  
id ea ls o f A m erica and  th e  leg ion .’

-14-
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Register, Des Moines, Iowa  

December 29, 1944

Gazette, Worcester, Mass.
December 16, 1944

Americans of Japanese Ancestry
A t a  new s co n fe rence on T h u rsd ay , S ec�

re ta ry  of W ar S tim so n  took  occasion  to  p ay  
h ig h  tr ib u te  to  m en  of Ja p a n e se  a n c e s try  
now  se rv in g  in  th e  a rm ed  fo rces o f th e  
U n ite d  S ta tes.

T h e re  a re  13,000 such  m en , sa id  M r. S tim �
son, w ho  h av e  se rv ed  in  th is  w ar. H e r e �
ca lled  th a t  th e  100th  In fa n try  B a tta lio n , 
com posed e n t ire ly  of Ja p an e se -A m er ica n  so l�
d iers, fo u g h t h e ro ica lly  in  I ta ly  an d  w as 
c ited  fo r  g a l la n try . In  th e  E u ro p e an  f igh ting  
now , h e  added , th e  442nd C om bat T eam , 
likew ise  m ad e  u p  e n t ire ly  of Ja p an e se -  
A m ericans, is com p iling  a  fine rec o rd  fo r  
lo y a l m i l i ta ry  se rv ice . T h ese  th in g s  a re  w e ll 
know n . T h e  m e m b ers  of th o se  u n ità  deserve, 
if  an y th in g , spec ia l co m m en d a tio n  b ecause 
m an y  o f th em , b e fo re  en teriing  th e  serv ice, 
h a d  to  u n d erg o  p a r t ic u la r  sc ru t in y  in  com �
m on  w ith  a l l  c itizens of Ja p a n e se  descen t.

I t  is good th a t  S e c re ta ry  S tim so n  m ade 
consp icuous m e n tio n  of th ese  so ld iers. B u t 
i t  is u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  he fe l t  th e  n ecess ity  of 
do ing  so. H e spoke b ecause of re p o r ts  f ro m  
a  p lace  ca lled  H ood R iver, in  O regon, th a t  
a n  A m erican  L eg ion  post th e re  h as e rased  
f ro m  its  h o n o r ro l l  th e  n am es of s ix tee n  
m em bers, n o t b ecause t h e i r . se rv ice  in  th is  
w a r  b ea rs ainy b lem ish , b u t b ecause th e y  are  
of Ja p a n e se  descen t.

H ap p ily , A m er ican  L eg ion  officials in  
O regon  an d  e lsew h e re  h av e  b een  q u ic k  to 
condem n  th e  H ood R iv e r  p o s t’s ac tion . T h e re  
is no  possib le  ju s t if ica tio n  fo r so u n fa ir  an d  
ra n k  a  p iece of d isc rim in a tio n . I f  th e  post 
p e rs is ts  in  i ts  a t t i tu d e , th e re  w il l  be  no  lack  
of posts e lsew h e re  g lad  to  w elcom e th e  s ix �
te e n  so ld ie rs  in to  h o n o rab le  m em b ersh ip . 
In s te a d  of em p h asiz in g  p re ju d ice , th e  H ood 
R iv e r  in c id en t m ay  d e m o n s tra te  th e  fa c t th a t  
a l l  b u t  a  few  fa th e ad s  in  th is  c o u n try  th o r �
o ugh ly  a p p re c ia te  th e  lo y a lty  an d  se rv ice  of 
o u r  Ja p an e se -A m er ica n  so ld iers.

I t  h as b ee n  n ecessary  fo r  se cu r i ty  p u r �
poses to  keep  w a tc h  on  perso n s of Ja p a n e se  
a n c e s try  in  th is  c o u n try  d u r in g  th e  w ar, an d  
in te ll ig en t, p a tr io t ic  c itizens in  th a t  race  
g ro u p  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  n ecessity . B u t^any  ac �
t io n  in  th a t  l in e  is s tr ic t ly  a g o v e rn m en t 
fu n c tio n . Ja p an e se -A m erica n  c itizens w hose 
lo y a lty  h as b een  d em o n s tra te d  bey o n d  doub t, 
th ro u g h  m i l i ta ry  se rv ice  o r o therw ise , m e r i t  
th e  resp e c t an d  d ecen t co n s id era tio n  of th e ir  
fe llow  A m ericans.

Southwest American, Ft. Smith, Ark,  

December 27, 1944

"���������&���'	���
Justice, has been done.
At least i t  h as  been done in so fa r  as th e  ac�

tio n  of one group m ay f ton#  for th e  wrong 
done by ano ther. T he fac t of orig inal in justice 
m ust rem ain.

A few days a'go the  Hood R iver, Ore., post 
of th e  A m erican Legion caused th e  nam es of 
16 Amerippfi so ld iers of J a p a p p e  ancestry  to 
be erasedj from  tys w at m en |o ria |. $Jost of these 
soldiers on  overseas duty.

Now, from  New York comes news^ 
soldiers have been iny ite^  tk> bet 
of C apt. Belvidere B rooks ' P o iJ 
A m erican Legion a f te r  th e  wax 
said they  took Abe action  becaiiS 
“b lack eye” w%s given th e  l«gion 
of th e - Hood iftvef post.

A lo t of f a i r -m in ^ d  persons will app laud 
th e  New Y ork post’s gesture.

Consider th e  record of th e  100th batta lion , 
com posed entire ly  of Japanese-A m ericans: A 
P residen tia l U n it C itation, 1,020 P urp le H earts, 
44 Silver S tars, 31 B ronze S tars, and  9 D is�
tingu ished Service Crosses.

W hat Is A m ericanism —a  com plexion or a  s ta te  
<lf m ind  and  h ea rt?

these 
ibers 

th e  
Jicials 
felt a  

ie  action

THE ROOTS. AS USUAL, 
ARE ECONOMIC.

The Hood River, Ore., American 
Legion post has gained quite a  lo t 
of atten tion  nationally, f irs t by 
scratch ing the nam es of Japanese- 
Am erican servicemen from  its  
honor roll and then by sponsoring 
advertisement« warning Japanese- 
A m ericans not to try  to retu rn  to 
the ir Oregon home.

Since m ost people on the West 
Coast are clearly better dem ocrats 
than these Hood R iver Legionnaires, 
and less fanatic  rac is t/, we suspect�
ed all along th a t the#« was a  burr 
of some kind under (his saddle.

And a  jpewswdhpatch finally un�
covers i t /

“Many of th e  leading (Hood 
R iver) Legionna|res are apple- 
growers.”

The Hood valley ife rich orchard 
land. The older o rchard  men didn’t 
like the com petition 6f highly-effi- 
cient, industrious Japanese.A m eri�
can apple-growers. They go t r id  of 
the com petition when $ ie  A rm y 
moved all persons of Japanese an�
cestry  out. Now th«y are advertis�
ing th a t they “e m it be responsible” 
fo r w hat happens if t h j  evacuated 
land-owners come back—hoping, 
obviously, to  frighten the Japanese- 
Americans aw ay perm anently. 

N atura lly  a Legion po?t ,n such 
a community m ight tfn d  tc  be 
dominated by th is special in terest, 
which does not hesitate to '‘use the 
post’s nam e and influence for its 
own en^s.

Offhand, we’d say i t  is a  p re tty  
ugly business.

Spokesman-Review, Spokane, Wash.  

December 5, 1944

Intolerance Is 0  
Foe of Fre^djpfe

»There are i r A r p p \  signs in 
America th a t th \r  Hatred which has 
engulfed Europe and  o ther parts 
of the w orld is tak ing  voot in th is 
land of th / f r e e .  We se im  to  have 

it AnUniea became 
klibe rtybecause men 

‘lores to  escape the 
L" eld. 

ies |H for the fu- 
\ d  if the blt- 
the action of

__nbers in Hood
1 erased the nam es 
¿-Americans from  
r’a  yyai memorial, 
s$reac£ throughout

forgotten 
the crad,~ 
came to 
hatreds 

Certa 
tu re  p 
terness 
Americ 
River, 
of 16 
th a t com 
is perm itte 
th e  land.

thing was taking place «¡'embers 
of the Japanese-American Citizens 
league m et in Salt L ik e  City to 
dedicate ourselves tend our com�
m unities to  buU®«i f P de™°cr ®tjc 
¡government of V M o  which our 
retu rn ing  soldiers will be proud 
to  have fought for. ’

Attending this gonfgrejgcy |n Salt  
Lake City wweeinUil W " “ "" 
the 100th ����� ���McfriJ
J  a p a n e s e -A m e /ic ^ i f r lm
who had fdu fh t valiantly 
the Germans a t Salerno

ms of 
¡ed of 
lawaii, 
gainst

and In
south France. I t  will be difficult 
for them  to  understand th e  ac�
tion of the Hood River Legion-

n *F?ee men, no m a tte r w hat the ir

ie land. * ' f j  . masfifr race. Racial m iqiettui
Even while th is un-American fyave no place in Amesica.
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Herald & Review, Decatur, 111.  

December 31, 1944

������ %0� ��$��� %� ���8&#���
The com m ander of the  Hood R iver, O re�

gon, post of th e  A m erican Legion had  the  
nam es of 10 A m erican soldiers rem oved 
from  the com m unity  serv ice honor ro ll be�
cause they  w ere of Japanese ancestry . The 
action  d rew  critic ism  from  m any  Legion 
posts th roughou t the nation  and S ecretary  
o f W ar H enry  Stirpson called the  m ove 
“w holly  incongruous” w ith  th e  sp ir i t  of 
dem ocracy.

T he com m ander of th e  group insists th a t 
th e  nam es w ill no t be re tu rn ed  to  the  honor 
ro ll. H e refuses to  com m ent on the fac t th a t 
m ost of the sold iers are  m em bers of the a l l-  
Japanese-A m erican  100th In fan try  B at�
ta lion, one of the  m ost decorated single 
u n its  in  the A rm y. The group holds the 
P residen tia l c itation and m ore than  1,000 of 
its  so ld iers w ear ind iv idual aw ards. T hree 
of the Hood R iver N isei are am ong the 1,020 
batta lion  m em bers w earing  the P u rp le  
H eart fo r w ounds received in action.

The O regon post com m ander has been 
rebuked  by  Legion posts th roughou t the 
coun try  because h is action, p rom pted by a 
W est ¿o a s t d is tru st of all Japanese-A m er�
icans, reflec ts upon the  national o rgan iza�
tion  of the  A m erican Legion w hich has held 
to  a  sensib le and to le ran t policy in  re la �
tions* w ith  the  Nisei.

O rganization leaders w ho are b linded 
by  personal and regional p re jud ice are a 
b ligh t no t only %ipon the ir ow n groups, bu t 
upon  the  nation  and all the  nations w hich 
m ake up  th e  w orld  in  Which w e m ust live.

•----- H-.....

News, Miami, Flo.
December 12, 1944

������������$.�
There has been much a lam ^ k 'T h m - 

m ent oh the th ing  the A nw icdn  Lfeglan 
P ost of Hood Riverj  O fe .4 5 d .(  viw&t l i t  
did w as to  str ike y 'dh l c< fii»T vm r 
m em orial the namesUbr li A m S ricaq fo f 
Japanese ancestry  who are se rv m g ^ rith  
honor w ith  the A m erii in  arm ies over�
seas. v |  �

The ac t gives plentifu l occasion for 
alarm . I t  is an  ac t «¿.„guch intolerance 
as to  be hard ly  believable, yet there i t  
is. . . .

We cannot begin too soon to  fortify 
ourselves aga inst the sp ir it here m ani�
fest. I t  goes counter to  all we know 
as  American, yet i t  w ill be exhibited by 
men who th ink  of them selves as f irs t 
o f all Americans. I t  takes patien t edu�
cation to  render such th ings impossible.
Church, school and press cannot move 
too fas t in establishing a  sp ir it w hich will 
b ^  imm une to  the appeals to  prejudice 
*Wbich are all too sure to m ar the peace.

- 1 6 -

Journal, Milwaukee, Wis.  
December 17, 1944

The ‘Hood River’ Black Eye
T h e  C apt. B e lv ide re  B rooks post No. 450 

o f th e  A m erican  L egion in  N ew  Y ork  C ity  
has in v ited  16 A m erican  so ld iers of Ja p a �
nese ancestry  to jo in  th e  post a f te r  th e  w ar.

T h is ac tion  w as ta k en  by  th e  N ew  Y ork  
post to o ffset th e  “b lack  eye” g iven to the  
leg ion  w hen th e  H ood R iver (O re.) post of 
th e  leg ion caused th e  nam es of these 16 se rv �
icem en to  be s tr ick en  from  th e  local w ar 
m em oria l. U n fo rtuna te ly , n o t a ll of th e  16 
w ill be ab le to  tak e  advan tage of th e  in v ita �
tion  of th e  N ew  Y ork  post— because d ea th  
cn  th e  b a ttle f ie ld  has a lread y  b roken  th e  
ran k s  of th e  Jap an ese  A m ericans from  Hood 
R iver.

H ow  can the  leg ionnaires in  Hood R iver 
look each o th e r in  th e  eye?

—

Eagle, Brooklyn, New York  
December 17, 1944

�����'���9)�	)6�  !�/�����)

The action of an American Legion 
post in Hood River, Ore., in striking 
from  its roll of honor the naijaes of 16 
American-Japane^b nlembejfs has been 
widely and properly c r i t ic ized ^  other 
Legion posts, the War RelodStoifeu- 
thorities and government as
un-American and calculatedM5{|^©ster 
race hatred within the TJnitedStates.

To condone th® action of the Ore�
gon Legion post would be to follow 
along the Axis propaganda line which 
long has sought to pit Jewish-Ameri�
cans against Gentiles, j  isolationist 
Americans against internationalists 
and so set the Allies quarreling among 
themselves.

To impugn the valor or loyalty of 
these American-Japanese who have 
so clearly proved their courage by 
deeds and blood is cowardly and a dis�
grace.

Telegraph, Alton, ���.

December 7, ��		

����� !��"#���	
The action of a W est Coast city, which recently�

decided to strike the names of Japanese�A mericans�

from its honor�roll� of servicemen, qualifies the coun�

try for the unwanted honor of the most�bigoted in�

the country.

The men who made the decision probably look�

upon themselves as super�patriots, but their patrio�

tism is fortunately not the sort to which the ma�

jority of A mericans subscribe.

T
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Republican, Waterbury, Conn*  

December 16, 1944

Fantastic Intolerance
Fantastic is the only word for the reported 

action of the Hood River, Ore., American Le�
gion post in removing the names of 16 sol�
diers from the town honor roll because they 
are of Japanese ancestry. In deploring the 
action Secy, of War Stimson cites the mag�
nificent record which loyal Japanese-Amer�
icans have been making in our country’s 
service. And a striking circumstance is that 
most of the sixteen who have been taken off 
the honor roll are fighting in France and 
three of them have been wounded.

There is little doubt that the indiscrim�
inate packing Off of these people was in- many 
instances less a measure of public safety 
than the sèizing of a pretext to satisfy an old 
animosity. And nothing brings home the 
vengefulness of this racial feeling so dra�
matically as this honor roll instance at Hood 
River.

Japanese-Ahiericans on the West Coast are 
a small racial minority compared to the Ne�
gro population of the South, yet a  certain 
type of F ar Westerner apparently is blood 
brother of. the lynching mobs that have given 
Dixie so poor a name for tolerance. In this 
vicious Hood River case, the misled Legion�
naires should be offered plenty of evidence as 
to how the rest of the country feels about 
such vile repayment to men who are so 
splendidly vindicating their Americanism.

>1

Free Press, Burlington, Vt.  
December 14 > 1944

������������ ��	� %����
Lieut.-Col. Waldo H. Heinrichs, recently 

returned to Middlebury college after 31 
months of active service with the wing in�
telligence of the eighth fighter command in 
England, made timely and pertinent com�
ment in his letter which appeared in our 
news columns yesterday.

He deplored the action of the Hood River 
(Oregon) post of the American Legion eras�
ing the nam es of 16 Americans of Japan�
ese ancestry now serving in the United 
States Army, from the county w ar mem or�
ial. He called upon American Legion posts 
in Vermont to protest that action.

It is a dangerous policy to prejudge in�
dividuals on the basis of the sins of their 
race. If is equally dangerous to go to the 
other extrem e and assume that because 
some of a specific group have done ex�
ceptionally well that all deserve high priase.
I t is necessary in this life that every in�
dividual should stand on his own record, 
regardless of background, ancestry, color, 
race or associates. That is the American 
principle and one of th° m ajor principles 
we are upholding in this war. We m ust not —17— 
forget it.

Times, Hartford, Conn.  
December 4, 1944

ABUSING JAPANESE-AMERICANS 
(Milwaukee Journal)

O n  th e  W est Coast m any otherw ise 
respectable organizations—including th e  
Am erican Legion, w hich should stand  
for th e  f inest k ind of Am ericanism — 
have been engaging in  a  b itter ha te  cam �
paign against the Japanese-A m ericans. 
They have sought to  d irect th e  enm ity 
fo r Ja p an  aga inst these citizens. T he 
W est coast p ress. hak^elso played a  dis�
gracefu l ¿ o le in  J h is  W lack .

W hat kkirfVo] f  Am ericanism  is  i t  fo r 
th e  city o r  G a rd e n a 'to  om it from  its  
honor rog  of citizens th e  mtmes of 17 
Japanese-A m ericans in  the  service of ou r 
common country? W hat k ind of Ameri�
canism  is i t  fo r the» Am erican Legion to  
revoke th e  charters .of two posts mafle 
up  of Japanese-A m erican veterans of 
the  f irs t W orld W ar? W hat k ind of 
Am ericanism  is it  for th e  Legion in 
Portland , Ore., to  p ro test the effo rts of 
local citizens to  provide some volunteer 
care for a  Japanese cem etery?

T he a ttitu d e  expressed in  these actions 
is a  d ishearten ing  sign th a t  we have 
a  long way to  go to  achieve th e  k ind  
of to lerance and  dem ocracy we f igh t for.

---  II -----

Standard-Examiner, Ogden, Utah  
December �� , 1944

	�� :'���(�� �#�����%�� ���
If professional arousers of race hatred inspired the 

Hood River post of the American Legion to remove the 
names of sixteen American soldiers from the post’s roll of  
honor merely because those soldiers happen to be citizens 
¿f Japanese ancestry, those rabble rousers must be froth�
ing today. v 1

For, instead of launching into a race hatred program 
in the secret, devious and nasty ways so well described by 
the author of “Under Cover,” the Legion boy« in this fa�
mous Oregon strawberry region proclaimed the members’ 
intolerance in an open and extraordinary mflpner fcaleulated 
to attract national attention and national

If professional apostles of hate were behind the action, 
they probably advised deep and dark methods that would 
have promoted the discrimination and injustice intended, 
but that would have been difficult to observe and expose 
to the fresh air of public opinion.

The forthright manner in which the Hood River boys 
launched into their intolerance program indicates they are 
probably more wholesome than th&ir action would indicate. 
The flood of messages and telegrams they are receiving 
w ill be informative and educational to the Hood River popt 
and to the American publip.

Hood River Legionnaires have provided an opportunity 
for a great many groups and individuals to stand up to be 
counted among those whose hatred is confined to hatred 
of intolerance^

. t*+*



News, Indianapolis, Ind.
December 19, 1944

Our � ��������	�����������������
O ne of th e  m ost h e a r te n in g  new s ev en ts  

o f th e  la s t m an y  m o n th s  has b een  th e  ac tion  
o f th e  C ap ta in  B e lv id e re  B rooks P o st of th e  
A m erican  L eg ion  in  N ew  Y ork  in  in v it in g  
in to  its  m em b ersh ip  s ix te e n  A m erican s of 
Ja p a n e se  d escen t w hose n am es a  com pan ion  
p o s t in  O regon  ex p u n g ed  fron f i ts  reco rd s in  
a  m o m en t of su p e r-p a tr io t ism .

T h e  m em b ers  o f th e  N ew  Y o rk  P o st a re  
liv in g  u p  to  th e  f in e s t idea ls  o f th e  A m er�
ican  L eg ion  i if .S tepping fo r th  so cou rageously  
in  de fen se  of th e ir  co m rades in  arm s.

Argus Leader, Sioux Falls, S.D.  
December � , 1944

(�����	����

T he I ro n  Cross for th e  m ost spec tacu la r ly  

u n -A m erican  a c t of th e  w ar shou ld  go to  th e  

A m erican  Legion post of Hood R iver, O re. I t  

ea rn ed  th is  d is tin c tio n  by eras in g  from  its  

co un ty  w ar m em o ria l th e  n am es of 16 A m eri�

can s of Ja p an e se  an ces try  w ho a re  now  serv ing  

in  th e  U n ited  Sftates arm y .

T he L eg ionnaires in  Hood R iver w ho p ro �

m o ted  th is  a c t a re  A m ericans in  n am e b u t n o t 

in  sp ir it. T hey  shou ld  be g iven a n  e lem en ta ry  

course in  th e  p rinc ip les o f com m on decency a n d  

ba^Lc A m erican ism .
ft

Journal, Milwaukee, Wis.  
December 5, 1944-

An Un-American Act
T here is no th ing  v e ry  A m erican  abou t 

th a t A m erican  Legion post in  th e  Hood R iver 
va lley  o f O regon w h ich  rem oved  from  its« 
w ar m em oria l th e  nam es of 16 A m ericans of 
Jap an ese  ancestry  now  serv ing  in  th e  U n ited  
S ta tes arm y. Som e of these m en a re  o v er�
seas and  a t th e  b a tt le  fron ts.

W e a re  su re  th is  is n o t in  th e  sp ir it  o f th e  
legion as a  w hole, and  w e hope th e  n ationa l 
o rgan ization  w ill do som eth ing  alrout it, ev en  
though  i t  does try  to  leave its  posts as au to n �
om ous as possib le.

T h is m a tte r  invo lves th e  fu tu re  of th e  le �
gion, w h ich  w an ts to  b r ing  th e  boys of th is  
w a r  in to  its o rgan ization . W ell, th e y  a re  
no t f igh ting  fo r th e  k ind  of th in g  th e  Hood 
R iver post has done. A sk  an y  one of them  
w ho com es back . H e’ll te ll you  A m erica ’s 
rac ia l p re jud ices m ust be correc ted . H e is 
no t l ik e ly  to  com e in to  an y  o rgan ization  
w h ich , because of such p re jud ice , e rases the  
nam es of loya l A m ericans— w h atev er th e ir  
colorvo r  th e ir  ancestry — from  its  ro lls.

--  t I -----

Press, Grand Rapids, Mich.  
December 9, 1944-

THEY ARE ALSO AMERICANS.
Americans of Japanese ancestry served the ir 

country well in the first Wlorjd war. Yet since 
we have been fight/ng Jaflph some American 
Legion posts on t h |  w est c*ast have expelled 
Japanese-A m erican veterans of th a t w ar from  
th e ir  membership. I n  a California tow n th e  
nam es of Nisei .who ¿igft lo r  the ir country  in 
1917-18 h a \#  M n  chhWfed from  a  veterans’ 
monum ent.

Such hysterical outbursts of race prejudice 
a re  a  discredit to  an organization which was 
set up as an exponent of Americanism and has 
a  record of m any fine achievements in  th a t 
field. Regrettably, the  legion on the  w est 
coast seems to  have aligned itself w ith th a t 
sector of public opinion which has shown th e  
most unrelen ting  b itterness tow ard  Japanese» 
Americans, regardless of th e ir  proved loyalty 
and valian t service to  th e ir  country.

—  H ......

Register-Guard, Eugene, Ore.  

December 12, 1944

“HOOD RIVER JAP PROBLEM"
Up in Hood River, the Legion post has 

removed from its community honor roll the 
names of men of Japanese origin who are 
serving in the armed forces of the United 
States. That is not patriotism but prejudice 
and it is carrying prejudice much too far. 
However, the sentiment of one post does 
«ot reflect the sentiment of the entire Le�
gion, nor are we willing to believe that the 
action of one group represents the feeling 
of the entire community.

---- H------

Tribune, Lewiston, Idaho  
December 4., 1944

No Place For Them?
O ne h as o ften  re a d  of th e  ex p lo its  o f  th é  

A m er ic an  so ld ie rs  o f Ja p a n e se  d escen t in  th e i r  
o w n  m il i ta ry  u n its , p a r t ic u la r ly  o n  th e  K a lian  
f ro n t. T h ey  a re  ex c e l len t so ld ier^ ; th e y  fpaMa 
o f th e  w e a r in g  o f th e  u n ifo rm  a  spec ia l oppar*  
tu n i ty  f o r  th e  d em onstra |jton  o f t l ^ i r  lo v e  o f 
c o u n try . I t  ig ^ a id  th a t  th è  b às tie  ca su a lt ie s  of 
th e  Japan ^se-A * 4 p rican s h a v e  b e e n  espec ia lly  
h e a v y  o%  th e ir  d e te rsa i ifcd  e f fo rts  to
p ro v e  t j a i r  ,to th e  naüè** o f w h ich  th ey
a re  c itjlf tn s. J

It is a strange kind of Americanism which 
would exclude any loyal American from resi�
dence in this land on the sole ground of race 
or ancestry. What will the Jàpane^AhWiricai» 
who are fighting, bleeding and. dying fpf theii* 
country on the battlefronts think when they 

1 8 - are told their homeland wants them not?
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By ROYCE BRIER

H OOD RIV ER is a  sm all tow n 
on th e  C olum bia R iver f i f ty  
m iles ea s t of P o rt la n d  in  a  

sm iling  a n d  b ea u tifu l o rch a rd  
coun try . I f  you h av e  h a d  occa�
sion  in  m ore expansive days to  
d rive u p  th e  C olum bia R iver 
H ighw ay, you w ill rem em ber th e  
coun tryside, b u t possib ly  n o t th e  
tow n , fo r i t  is  like a n y  o th e r 
sm a ll im d  p rosperous A m erican 
ag r ic u ltu ra l com m un ity .

D u ring  th e  O ld W ar i t  co n tr ib �
u te d  i ts  due q u o ta  of young 
m en  to  th e  f ig h t on  th e  a n c ie n t 
G erm an  w ill to  pow er, a n d  th ese  
a re  now  in  la te  m idd le age, now  
su b s ta n tia l  tow nsm en  a n d  in  
som e cases leaders of th e  civ ic 
life . Som e of th e m  a re  m em bers 
of th e  A m erican  Legion posts 
w h ich  do t A m erica in  la rge cities 
a n d  sm all, ta k in g  p a r t  in  th e  lo �
ca l a n d  n a t io n a l p rob lem s Con�
f ro n tin g  th e  n a tio n , as  is th e ir  
r ig h t a n d  th e ir  du ty .

F rom  th e  Hood R iver reg ion  in  
th e  p a s t  th re e  y ears h ave gone 
six teen  A m erican  citizens of th e  
Ja p an e se  race in to  th e  arm ed  
fo rces ra ised  to  f ig h t aga in  th e  
a n c ie n t G erm an  will to  power. 
B ecause sim u ltaneously  we w ere 
com pelled  to  f ig h t a n  equally  
a n c ie n t Ja p an ese  w ill to  pow er, 
th ese  Japan ese-A m erican  so ld iers 
h av e been  used sparing ly  in  th e  
Pacific , usua lly  fo r in te lligence 
purposes, a n d  th e  bu lk  of th em  
h av e  been  assigned  to  th e  w ar 
on  th e  G erm ans.

Severa l th o u sa n d  h ave been  
f ig h tin g  on  I ta l ia n  soil fo r  over 
a  year, a n d  h ave m ade a n  e x tra �
o rd in ar ily  good reco rd . We a re  
n o t  to ld  w h e th e r th e  six teen  
fro m  Hood R iver h ave been  in  
I ta ly , b u t i t  m ay be p resum ed  
som e of th e m  have seen com bat 
serv ice th e re .

O rig inally  th e  nam es of th ese 
m en, w ith  they : w h ite  co m p a tr i�
o ts, w ere in sta lled  on  th e  coun ty  
m em oria l of th e  k ind  usua lly  in  
th e  keep ing  of th e  A m erican  Le�
g ion  post in  sm all A m erican 
com m un ities.

��	� %%����$�����:�0� 1;�� ����
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A bout tw o m o n th s  ago th e  
Hood R iver post vo ted  to  erase 
th ese Jap an ese  n am es from  th e  
m em orial.

I t  is n o t p robab le th is  w as th e  
unan im o u s w ill o f th e  Hood 
R iver post, o r rep resen ts  th e  
unan im ous w ill o f th e  c itizens of 
Hood R iver. B u t i t  w as de libera�
tive, a n d  w ith o u t doub t is th e  
m a jo r ity  w ill o f th e  post. T he 
o th e r  d ay  th e  e f facem en t o f th e  
n am es was ac tu a lly  accom �
plished, th e  an n o u n cem en t m ade 
by  c o m m a n d e r  Jess  E d ing ton , o f 
th e  post.

I n  th is  connection  th e  Associ�
a te d  P ress office in  New Y ork 
sen t the  following dispatch yester�
day: “Sixteen American soldiers of 
Japanese ancestry have been invited 
to become members of the Captain 
Belvedere Brooks Post, No. 450, 
American Legion, after the war. 
Post officials took the action be�
cause they said they felt a  ‘black 
eye’ was given the Legion by the 
Hood River Post . . .”

I t  is therefore apparent tha t the 
American Legion, as an organization 
of men who .sacrificed for their 
country in  their youth and who are 
dedicated to m aintain its integrity 
and its institutions, will not give 
unanimous assent to the kind of ac�
tion taken by the Hood River post. 
On the contrary, i t  is apparent th a t 
there are members who will oppose 
th is k ind of action as damaging to 
the  purposes and ideals of the 
American Legion.

And this is a good sign, for if the 
American Legion is to become an in �
strum ent for the furtherance of 
prejudices impairing our fundam en�
ta l law and our professed ideals of 
republican government, then its 
function as a patriotic, constructive 
and far-seeing institution in our 
American scheme will be lost.

Now, the larger Japanese question 
is one developing great heat on the 
Pacific Coast these days. There are 
all grades of opinion on it, all legal 
in  a  free country so long as i t  does 
not act in  defiance of law, or advo�
cate such defiance. An opinion on 
the  constitutional aspects of the

question was expressed here recently. 
B ut let’s stick to  th is Hood River 
m anifestation of it, and see if we 
Can discover w hat i t  means in bed- 
tpck terms.
, These Legion men in  Hood River 
Who voted to  erase the Japanese 
names were once put in jeopardy 
of their lives in  opposing an enemy 
jof the United States. For th is they 
claimed and still claim honor, and 
i t  was and is due them, as i t  is due 
all men who fight for their country 
since Pericles so nobly put the case 
in Athens 2400 years ago.

But now they deny a like honor to 
sixteen men who, in  the vicissitudes 
of history, happen to have been put 
in  the same jeopardy of their lives 
In opposing the selfsame enemy of 
the United States. They deny it be�
cause they are overcome by their 
prejudices, because the sixteen have 
a brownish pigment in  their skins, 
because of several related prejudices 
having nothing to do w ith the in �
tegrity and destiny of the United 
State in war.

All right, let’s still stick to Hood 
River, and skip all the cosmic legal�
ities for the present piece. You 
can whip up a Grade-A argument 
on i t  anywhere, anytime, and most 
of us are a little foggy on the finer 
points.

But most of us know in a gen�
eral way, as our grandfathers did, 
what this country Is about. T hat’s 
why we’ve got it. Most of us in �
sist i t  requires a  reasonably cool 
fa ith  in the national integrity and 
destiny, a  struggle to subordinate 
natural prejudice and personal wel�
fare to the long-range public wel�
fare, and a tolerable fair-play as 
between all who live on our soil and 
subscribe to our way.

I t  Is submitted here th a t the 
Hood River Post of the American 
Legion has jumped the American 
track in  th is instance.

December 14, 1944
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�� Nomination for the Award

For Most Contemptible Deed
�� F r a n k  Su l l i v a n

No m atter w hat new  act of p la in  or fancy 
m eanness the rem ain ing days of 1944 m ay 
bring forth, we doub t if anyth ing can hap �

pen to take from the 
Hood River, O regon, 
Post of the Am erican 
Legion the aw ard  for 
M o s t  C ontem ptib le 
D eed of the Year.

A recen t new s dis�
patch  states tha t the 
Hood R iver Post has 
e r a s e d  from  the 
C ounty W ar M em o�
rial the nam es of 

16 Americans of Japanese ancestry now 
serving in the U. S. arm ed forces, m any of 
the 16 being on duty  a t the battlefield in 
Europe.

H ave the national officers of the Am erican 
Legion done anyth ing to expel these sim ian 
disgraces to the Legion’s honor from its 
ranks, and  re tu rn  them  to m em bership in 
the gang they are best f itted by, tem pera�

m ent, nam ely, the Ku Klux K lan? H ave the 
O regon S tate officials, or the Federa l offi�
cials in Oregon, taken any steps to force 
these yahoos to account for their traitorous 
insult to the uniform  of the U. S. A.?

• * •

For the honor of the S tate of O regon we 
should th ink the Governor w ould im m e�
d iately  have sent m ilitary force to the spot 
w here th a t desecrated m em orial stands and 
restore the  nam es of those Am erican soldiers. 
Perhaps he has. I f  he hasn’t, then the 
Federa l G overnm ent ought to see th a t it is 
done. No great force w ould be necessary. 
T he m ongrels capable of perform ing such a 
deed are sure to be cow ards w ho would 
tu rn  ta il the m om ent they w ere faced by 
a single decen t Am erican, m an w om an or 
child. I f  the  insult to these Am erican sol�
diers is no t repaired  now, w e pred ict it will 
be  repaired  w ith a vengeance w hen Oregon 
soldiers re tu rn  hom e from E urope and hear 
about it; O regon soldiers who w ill have 
fought in  the  sam e arm ies as these Ameri�
cans of Japanese ancestry and w ill know 
of their courage and  loyalty.

Herald & News, Klamath Falls, Ore.  
December 21, 1944

Today's Roundup
By MALCOLM EPLEY

THE prevailing tolerance of the American 
people is a shining light in this dreary 

world.
Consider the case of the Hood River Ameri�

can Legion post incident.
After the p o s t  erased the 
names of Japanese-American 
soldiers from its honor rolls, 
the whole country was swept 
with indignation. Most news�
papers in Oregon, and many 
elsewhere, commented adverse�
ly  and many organizations 
adopted disapproving resolu�
tions.

So great was the criticism 
that the Hood River post res�
cinded its action insofar as it 
applies to Japanese-American soldiers who re> 
nounce the citizenship of Japan.

Surely, this was an example of good will— 
hot only on the part of the many who formed 
tiie disapproving public opinion, but on the 
part of the Hood River Legionnaires, no doubt 
believing their purpose was justified, were will�
ing to retreat from it in the cause of tolerance.

- 2 0 -

C - 2 0 2 6  P 2 t



Post, Washington, D.C  

Decomber 13 > 1944
Herald & News, Klamath Falls, Ore  
December 7, 1944

Letters To The Editor
Com m unications m ust carry w r i te r s  name and adaress, though 
pen  nam es are p e rm itted  a t the ed ito r ’s d iscretion . L e tte rs  shou ld he 
held  to  no t m ore than 200 w ords. They are su b jec t to condensation.

��#"���$%�"��
Several days ago a small A. P. .found to some extent in most of us. 

dispatch appeared in The Posl I t  is almost unnecessary to
reporting tha t the Hood River m enH°n the use which the German 
<r\ ~ \ e t.t- * and Japanese radios w ill make of
fOregon) Post of the American th ls un fortunate acti(m by lag|0„!
Legion had erased the names of 16 naires. I t would reassure some of
Americans of Japanese ancestry us if  the Legion commander would 
now serving in  the United S tates enunciate Legion policy in regard
Army from  its county w ar memo- t0 TAna* 5 ? a" s of. Japanese descent. 
. . ... , . . . .  I m ight m ention tha t I am the

rial, although many of the soldiers daughter of a legionnaire and the
are serving overseas. wife of a servicem an overseas. I

The action of th is American am .qu ite  sure tha t my husband is 
Legion Post may seem unim portant ^»htipg: fo r all Americans, not ju st 

... .. those of Caucasian origin,
in  comparison w ith the big news ,  . ■

on the fron t pages, bu t actually it Aiexandria. v „ Dec. 6.
is the whole w ar in microcosm. 
The para lle l w ith events in  G er�
many in the early  '30s is too close 
to be comfortable. Surely the one 
th ing tha t any lite ra te  person m ust 
have learned in the past 10 years 
is tha t when any man loses his 
freedom, all of us lose a little  of 
ours.

Any s o r t  of discrim ination 
against fellow Americans purely  on 
racial grounds is so reprehensib le 
as to make our proclam ations of 
“democracy” hypocritical. And that 
such discrim ination should come 
from  an American Legion post is 
even fu rthe r to be deplored. W ere 
there any sort of charge or 
suspicion of disloyalty against these 
soldiers, the situation would be 
different. But when m en are fac�
ing death in  the b itte r Ita lian 
w inter, th is action by the Legion 
post is little  better than  a stab in 
the back. This is the only country 
which m ost Japanese Americans 
have ever known, and they are as 
loyal to it as they are allowed to 
be.

I t  has been said th a t a Nation 
tu rns in to  the  th ing it is fighting. 
We are fighting fascism on a global 
scale, bu t w hat w ill it avail us to 
gain the m ilitary victory if we 
allow fascism to trium ph at home? 
Fascism is insidious and it makes 
its appeal to the sti’eak of snobbish�
ness and dislike of anything 
d ifferent from  ourselves which is

PM, New York, N. Y.  
December 20, 1944

������&�"�!��$%�
D ear Editor:

I hope your readers will not hes�
ita te to express to  the Hood River 
Post of the American Legion their 
am azem ent and contem pt about the 
recent action of th a t Post, which 
was reported by Frank. Sullivan.

I lived in G erm any during the 
first five years of the H itler regim e, 
bu t I have not learned one instance 
in w hich the Nazis erased the nam e 
of Jews from the ir w ar memorials. 
N ationalists in America com plain if 
one com pares their actions w ith 
those of fascists elsew here; they 
call it “h itting  below the belt “ Yet, 
one cannot help feeling that the 
erasing of the nam es of 16 Ameri�
can citizens of Japanese ancestry 
from a w ar m em orial at Hood Riv�
er, Oregon, by a Legion post w hich 
dares call itself American has been 
one of the most undem ocratic acts 
one can im agine, one of w hich any 
am bitious N azi chieftain could have 
been proud of
N e w  York Ha n s L a m m

NEED FOR GREATNESS
KLAMATH FALLS, Ore., (To 

the Editor)—I read the article in 
Saturday night’s paper in regard 
to the action of the American 
Legion post of Hood River in 
removing the names of soldiers 
of Japanese ancestry from their 
memorial list. It gave me a feel�
ing of utter and absolute dis�
gust at anything so unprincipled 
and small from an organization 
of its size.

Surely these boys that are 
fighting side by side with the 
rest of our brave defenders have 
already passed the acid test by 
renouncing their Japanese blood 
and if they are not entitled to 
the same gratitude and apprecia�
tion as the others, they should 
have never been allowed to en�
ter the services of the United 
States.

Personally, I have never cared 
for the Japanese as a race, and 
I think it. a great nr ake that 
they were ever allow i to enter 
this country at all, out I do 
think it is benc“tli us to use 
cheap, despicable tricks in an 
attempt to cover our ow n  
neglect, conceit and bigotry. Had 
we been the wise, far-seeing na�
tion that we prided ourselves 
upon, we would never have been 
in our present situation.

I have two sons overseas, one 
of them at the front in France. 
They are of German decent arid 
if  ̂this is to be the order of 
things, I’m beginning to wonder 
how soon it will be until they 
are not recognized as true Amer�
icans.

Now, we are having to prove 
to the world that we are great. 
All right, let us be great! In 
everything, our way of thinking, 
our actions and our convictions 
and loyalty, and last, but not 
least, our fairness. Let us be so 
great that we have no need to 
be petty.

Sincerely yours, 
EDITH CALPITTS,

930 P ro sp ec t S t.



Times, New York, N. Y.  
December �� , ��		.

Hood River Action Criticized 
To t h e Ed it o r  o f  t h e  Ne w  Yo r k  Tim e s:

A n A P d ispatch in T h e  Ne w  Yo r k  
T im e s of Dec. 3 s ta ted  th a t the Hood 
R iver (O re.) P ost of the A m erican 
Legion had  erased the nam es of six�
teen A m ericans of Japanese ancestry  
from  the county w ar memorial. The 
secretaria l council of the Foreign Mis�
sions Conference of N orth  A m erica has 
requested th a t 1 convey to you its  
feeling th a t  th is  action is both un- 
C hristian and un-Am erican.

The purpose of a  w ar m em orial is to 
honor those who have died to preserve 
A m erican freedom  and the Am erican 
w ay of life. Such honor should be con�
ferred  w ithout regard  to race, color o r 
religious creed. Evidently those respon�
sible for th is action have no t heard  of 
the P residentia l c itation aw arded to  the 
100th B atta lion  fo r f igh ting  in Ita ly . 
This battalion  Was composed largely  of 
A m ericans of Japanese descent. The 
citation  read  in p a r t:  “The fo rtitude 
and in trep id ity  displayed by the offi�
cers and men of the 100th In fan try  
B atta lion  reflect the f inest trad itions 
of the A rm y of the United S tates.” 
The A rm y record of other Am ericans 
of Japanese ancestry  has been equally 
impressive.

I t  is hoped th a t other posts of the 
A m erican Legion will take effective 
steps aga inst such displays of rac ial 
intolerance, and th a t the citizens of 
Hood River, on sober second thought, 
will n o t rob the ir own com m unity  of 
an honor bought w ith loyal A m erican 
blood. Jo e J . Mic k l e .

N ew  York, Dec. 6, 1944.

Times, New York, N. Y.  
December �� , ��		

Racial Action Is Condemned

Japanese Ban by Hood River (Ore.)
Post Regarded as Anti-American

To t h e Ed it o r  o f  Th e Ne w  Yo r k  T im e s:
H aving been close to the A m ericans 

of Japanese ancestry, I  have seen them  
taken  from  the ir homes and herded to �
gether in the re lo tation  centers, objects 
of suspicion and d istrust, scorned by 
thousands of the ir fellow-Americans. 
These people who helped build A m er�
ica, who worked shoulder to shoulder 
w ith Saxons, Danes, Norwegians, 
Swedes, French, Poles, Irish, Scotch 
and all the other peoples, came togeth�
er here a« free men to build th is c ita�
del of freedom.

I  have seen these people so confused 
and bewildered by circum stances th a t 
for a while they did no t know where 
to turn. Then, when they understood 
the reason fo r the ir Government’s ac�
tion, they thought the problem through. 
All bu t 18,000 of them  kep t the ir heads 
and resurrected  the A m erican dream  in 
the ir hearts, set them selves aga inst the 
tide of public prejudice, and by th a t 
action proved the ir tru s t in the ideals 
upon which th is nation was founded 
and now stands secure.

Those men who joined the arm ed 
forces w ere clear on the issues. They 
w ent to battle to prove the ir  loyalty to 
the Am erican w ay as i t  blazed fo rth  
from  the D eclaration of Independence 
and the Constitution of the  U nited 
States. They m arched w ith free A m er�
icans to stop the destruction of hum an 
liberties by the fasc ist w ar machines.

The action of the Hood R iver (Ore.) 
Post of the A m erican Legion has 
opened an a rte ry  in em battled Am er�
ica. Today a  m an’s race has been 
placed above a  m an ’s honor, devotion, 
even if he proves his honesty in death 
on the foe’s sword’s point.

Today we are  all Am ericans. To�
m orrow  in the ir blindness these Legion�
naires would m ake us Germans, I ta l�
ians, Englishm en, Frenchm en and Jews. 
Tomorrow there would be no A m er�
icans and no America. They have dese�
crated the honor of our citizen army, 
They have cheapened the sacrifice of 
American dead.

Ge r a l d  Ri c h a r d s o n, 
Associate Editor, The P ro testan t.

New York, Dec. 22, 1944.
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Oregonian, Portland, Ore.  
December 9> 1944

Japanese Problem
.To the  E d ito r ’ C ong ra tu la �

tions on y o u r f ine ed ito r ia l 
“O ur Jap an ese  P ro b lem ,’’ in  
T he S unday  O regon ian . Y ours 
is a level-headed  com m entary  
on th e  ac tion  of the  Hood R iver 
A m erican  L egion in  rem ov ing  
nam es of Jap an ese  - A m erican  
so ld iers f rom  the coun ty  w ar 
m em oria l and  th rea ten in g  Ja p a �
nese re tu rn  a f te r  th e  w ar.

Such a tt i tu d e s of rac ia l su �
p rem acy , w ith  an  u n d erly in g  
econom ic m o tivation , a re  ou t 
of p lace in  a na tion  f igh ting  fo r 
dem ocracy  fo r all. W hat f ine 
m a te r ia l fo r the  p ropaganda 
b u reaus of G erm any  and  Japan ! 
A nd is such action  fa ir  to those 
Jap an ese  - A m erican  b o y s  of 
Hood R iver f igh ting  w ith  th e ir  
w h ite  ne ighbors in  the I ta l ian  
and  P acific  theate rs?

As good A m ericans w e m ust 
p lace ou r na tio n a l goals above 
such dangerous p re jud ices. If  
’ in te rn a tio n a l good w ill begins 
over the b ackyard  fence,” as 
som e A m erican  w r i te r  has said, 
le t us s ta r t bu ild ing  the  b e tte r  
w orld  of the  fu tu re  in  our own 
neighborhoods. B y t r e a t i n g  
m em bers of ou r m ino r ity  g roups 
as respected  m em bers of the  
com m un ity  instead  of second- 
class citizens, som e of our m a�
jo r ity  g roup m igh t d iscover 
th a t ou r m ino rities are  rea lly  
eager to live up to the  “A m er�
ican w ay of l i fe .”

RO BERT J . M ILLER ,
7410 S. E. D iv ision s tree t.

C-2026 P23 bu



A n s w e r s� � � � � � � � � 	

Siskiyou Daily Nevvia, X'reloi, Calif. Oregon Journal, Portland, Ore.  
December 20, 194-4- December 23, 194-4-

�	����������
�	�	��������
������������

HOOD R IV E R , O re., Dec. 20, 
<U.R)—T he H ood R iver P o st o f th e  
A m erican  L eg ion  ex punged  th e  
n am es of 16 Jap an ese-A m erican s 
f ro m  th e  post w a r  hono r ro ll “be�
cause w e h ave every  good reaso n  
to believe th a t  th ey  a re  c itizens 
of Ja p a n  w h ile  c la im ing  c itizen �
sh ip  in  th is  co u n try ,” po st offic ia ls 
exp la ined  today .

A f te r  a  m eetin g  la s t n ig h t in  
w h ich  th e  tu m u ltu o u s  issue w as 
d iscussed , th e  po st issued  a  s ta te �
m en t deny ing  th a t  econom ic in �
te re s ts  w ere  invo lved in  th e  ac�
tion .

T he s ta te m e n t po in ted  o u t th a t  
n o t a ll Ja p a n e se  n am es w ere  r e �
m oved f ro m  th e  ro s te r  an d  sa id  
th a t  th e  po st “w ou ld  be p ro u d  to  
rep lace  th e  n am es o f th o se  J a p a n �
ese on o u r  h ono r ro ll now  se rv in g  
in  th e  a rm ies  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
w hen  and  if  th e y  o r a re la tiv e  w ill 
m ak e  a n  au th en tica ted  w r i t te n  
s ta te m e n t th a t  th ey  h av e  ren o u n c �
ed th e ir  Ja p a n e se  c itieznsh ip .”

T he po st f u r th e r  q u estio n ed  m e  
w isdom  of p e rm itt in g  Ja p a n e se  to  
r e tu rn  to  th e  Pacific  C oast a t  th is  
tim e  an d  dem anded  to  know  w hy  
th e  g o v ern o rs o f th e  th re e  Pacific  
C oast s ta te s  w ere  n o t consu lted  
in th e  m ove to  re tu rn  them .

T h e  s ta te m e n t d ec la red  th a t  
W est C oast c itizens shou ld  re f ra in  
f ro m  v io lence an d  p o in ted  to  th e  
p o s t’s p ledge to  upho ld  law  and  
o rder.

Hood River Ads 
Ask Japanese 
Not to Return

HOOD RIVER, Dec. 23.—Re�
tu rn in g  Japanese to Rood R iver 
county \fe re  addressed F riday  in

Quarter-baa^ gfiveitti^^ments in  
food R iver n ew sp a p e r, u rg ing  
them  for th e ir  best in te rests no t 

to re tu rn . T he notices w ere paid 
for by the  lo® l u |s t  pf the  A m er�
ican Legion.

The sta tem en t in  fu ll read: “L et 
us face th is  issue squarely. U nder 
the w ar depaFfffieftt’s recen t ru l�
ing you w ill sbon be perm itted  
to re tu rn  to th is  county. C ertain 
incidents have* already occurred 
th a t indicate m e  tem per of the 
citizens of th is  county.

“Public reodf3^ jhow  tAat the re  
are  about I5 i  on  10 J |m |l ie s  out 
of some 60V'jOTabsde\vmo have 
no t already sola th e ir  p roperty  
in  Hood R iver county. W e 
strongly  u rge tftwsf to disDose of 
th e ir  holdings.

“I f  you desire fs ijs tan ce  from  
th is post in  disposing of your land 
we pledge ourselves to  see th a t 
you get a square deal.

“ I f  you do re tu rn  we also 
pledge th a t to the best of our 
ability  we w ill uphold law  and 
order and w ill countenance no 
violence.

“In  th is  program  we ask the  
support bf the citizens of th is 
county.”

-23-
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Hood River Unabashed 
By Its Anti-Nisei Action
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Special Correspondence

H O O D R I V ER , Ore., Dec. 30.� �
The nationwide resentment over�

the action by the H ood River post�
of the A merican Legion in remov�
ing the. names of 16 Japanese� �
A merican servicemen from the�
“Roll of H onor” it had set up for�
the county has failed to disturb this�
agricultural community of 3500.

The post’s conduct caused “some�
dissatisfaction when it first hap�
pened,” John T ravis, editor of the�
weekly H ood River County Sun�
said, “but subsequent events and�

explanations by the post 'have�
changed this opinion generally.

People thought at first that the�
Legion had attacked the problem�
from the wrong end,” T ravis wrote,�
“but they’re saying now that maybe�

the means is worth the end in�
drawing attention to what H ood�
River people consider a peculiarly�

local problem.”

Post’s Excuse
The H ood River post has main�

tained in public statements that its�
action involving the 16 Japanese� �
A merican servicemen was based not�
on racial or economic grounds, but�

because it has evidence that most�
of the 300 A merican�born Japanese�
who lived in H ood River county�
in 1940 accepted dual citizenship�
and remained loyal to the Japanese�
Emperor even after Pearl H arbor.

The H ood River M inisterial�

A ssn, has taken no action, public�
or otherwise, in condemnation of�
the Legion. Neither has any other�

group which might be expected to�
oppose the Legion move.

There has been plenty of reac�
tion, however, in Oregon commu�
nities outside of H ood River. The�
letters columns of the Oregonian 
and the Oregon Journal in Portland�
have been filled with letters on the�

subject.

Action Condemned
The Rev. Joseph P. Clancy,�

chaplain of Portland Post No. 1,�
A merican Legion, in a letter to the�
Oregonian in which he told of the�
death of one of his parishioners, a

Japanese, from a high explosive�
shell in I taly referred to the H ood�
River post as “a moribund tw ig of�
the most influential organization in�
the U nited States — the A merican�
Legion . . . ” *

The Portland Council of Church�
es and the Portland branch of the�
National A ssn, for the A dvance�
ment of Colored People'both have�
formally condemned the H ood Riv�
er action.

The Oregonian in an editorial�
decrying both the H ood River ac�
tion and formation of a group at�
Gresham, agricultural community�
near Portland, known as Oregon�

A nti� Japanese, Inc., said:

“These groups . . . are playing�
on war�inspired hatred of the en�
emy to eliminate an .economic mi�
nority which long, has been a dis�
turbing factor in agriculture. They�
reveal a basic community weakness�
which has not been solved.”

Democracy First
The Oregonian advised its read�

ers before taking part in any anti� �
Japanese movement “to examine�
his deepest beliefs in democracy;�
to balance his immediate economic�
desires and his social prejudices�
against the fundamental concepts�
of liberty and fair play which have�
made this nation great . . .”

The H ood River Legion post,�

with the general backing of other�
citizens, is determined that the�
Japanese shall not return to the�
county, at least not in numbers.�
I t has pledged itself, however, to�
countenance no violence if the J ap�
anese do return.

A  warning to former Japanese�
residents not to return was pub�
lished in quarter page advertise�
ments in H ood River newspapers�
of Dec. 24.
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Herald, Bellingham, Wash.  

Dec. 20, 1944
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HOOD RIVER, Ore., Dec. 20.—(/P) 
—The Hood River American Legion 
post yielded today to denfand* th a t 
it replace names o f Jaf>an|sp-Ameri- 
can soldiers ertséd from itfc honor 
roll—provided Jhey prove joya jiy  

\ttrifij*m g i ts  action to  suspicion 
of duai citizenship, the post de�
clared i t  would reinscribe the .name 
of every soldier furnishing: an  
authenticated 'statem ent th a t he 
“has renounced Japanesg citizen�
ship.
“The Hood River- post’s 800-word 
resolution c a m e  simultaneously 
with other indications th a t Oregon 
was resigning itself to  retu rn  of 
the Japanese.
PROUflSE PROTECTION 

Police officials pledged protec�
tion to  returning Japanese-Ameri�
cans* an d  the Portland* city coun�
cil voted - to .issue business licenses 
to them just as in prewar days.

C. G. Schneider, Gresham a t�
torney and charter member of Ore�
gon Anti-Japanese, Inc.—an or�
ganization formed to  ban Nisei 
from the West—announced "they 
are American citizens and you 
can’t  do anything about them.” '

He proposed, however, th a t Jap a �
nese aliens' be scattered over the 
Country rather than  resettled in the 
West during the war period.

Herald & News, Klamath Falls, Ore.  
December 20, 1944

/��#���"����������!% ����
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HOOD RIVER, Ore., Dec. 20 

(/P)—This American Legion post 
yielded today to demands that 
it replace names of Japanese- 
American soldiers erased from 
its honor roll — provided they 
prove loyalty.

Attributing its action to be�
lief Dn HuaTcItizensnip, the post 
declared it would reinscribe the 
flaiffe of every soldier furnish�
ing an authenticated statement 
that he “has renounced Japanesg 
citizenship.”

R esigned  to  R e tu rn
The Hood River post’s 800- 

word resolution came simultan�
eously with other indications 
that Oregon was resigning itself 
to return of the Japanese.

Police officials pledged pro�
tection to returning Japanese- 
Americans; and the Portland city 
council voted to issue business 
licenses to them just as in pre�
war days.

C. G. Schneider, Gresham at�
torney and charter member of 
Oregon Anti-Japanese, Inc.—an 
organization formed to ban nisei 
from the west—-announced that 
“they are American citizens and 
you can’t do anything about 
them.”

He proposed, however, that 
Japanese aliens be scattered over 
the country rather than reset�
tled in the west during the war 
period.

The Hood River American Le�
gion, while promising to help 
retain “law and order,” reiter�
ated its opposition to Japanese- 
Americans’ return. Declaring its 
stand was not based on eco�
nomic factors, the post added:

“Why not wait until the war 
is won? Will these Japanese be 
allowed to oust war workers 
from their homes, and perhaps 
work on our national defense 
projects, shipyards, etc.?”
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From a frieze made of quotations from his writings in the Jefferson Hoom In the Congressional Library.

. ,  I t 1"as this Quotation from Jefferson's writings which was on our mind when we decided to nohl^li +Mc
bulletin for our comrades of Post 591. This is  now the second issue. The f irs t  issue ( # 1 1 was

atteDdf  the ???*ing ° D November M th ,1 9 U . The f i r s t  issu e  Contained the ideas o f  S l e S l 
George C. Marshall on post-war m ilita ry  tra in in g  and his  op in ions on the type o f  the fu tu re peace-tim e TJ S Army 
« p r e sse d  by h i .  in  gar Dapartoant C ircu l«r # 347. Fa s t l U  have a I b d t S  mmbar or o S ^ u f t  
to  mail them to  those comrades who are in te rested «  v ana w ix j . be glad

This^ the second issu e  o f  * For Your Inform ation ** wil l hi» mo��ori n ____  ̂ , __

u S s t L d ? *  1 0 8 tha t we Cann0t defray the s e n s e s  o f  m a iling , and we are sure tha t our c o m ic s  w i l l

N atu ra lly  we S v ^ c r U i " »  ^ i £ f i f i ^ t F I  2 "  * * *  ° f  «
We a lso  welcome con tr ibu tions from our comrades and o fT ou rse  a lso j suggestions fS r  f b t S e gi s s ^ s f ° r  an°nymous l e t t e r s ‘

Again we repeat th a t the expenses o f  t h is  b u l le t in  inc lud ing the cost n f  . . .  , .  .
Post funds but w ill be born 100* by the members of the Americanism Committee of Post 5 9 l f  ^  **  P d °Ut of
SMirmans w<n • E. Kent.Members: Carl F.Gould.Wm.H. James, Leo L.Shibley,Wm.B.Holmes,David I.Craw, Mike Primock

U

Program of the Americanism Committee.

I n ^ f S T S  S l l < r b"  ° f  h*™ “ * ” C,1” a “ p l“  o f  *“ >*“ ■ “ “  p r agra. wmld l ik e  to rep r in t the p r .g r« .

1) The Post vigorously upholds the Constitution of the United States of America and of +h- T .

partr po iit ics -  i u -

’ a.-..rrtc«*nr2 ' o i f  o f ' th .^ S a ia S t~ h lt^ “ ^ eS . e2 S o ^ dL ^ S f  r,tol>UU*t l°" of

3> �����

A) The Post considers it a vital duty to enlighten the  public on the subject of foreign affairs so t w  +K»  K14
understand important issues to be decided by our rep resentatives in Cor.»™««. rvi^ ” that th® Pub*ic can  properly
the decisions to be made. representatives in Congre ss. Only an enlightened public should influence

5) The Post expresses full confidence in the ability o f the Federal Government and the FRT to . - _
loyal Japanese who are American citizens, The Post insists on the deportation of disloJn ®®gregate d̂ sl? ?al JaPane8e Prom  
have been shown to be disloyal to the USA or loyal t o an enemv nn+lo«P Tv,«. „1, disl°JaJ- Japanese and  all other persons who
should be left to the discretion of the US Army, the Federal Government and the rv>°̂r.°f ̂  of Toy® 1 Japanese-Americans
Nisei soldiers have won honors on the battlefield it  i r n L e s s S ^ i L S i ^ ^ 11̂ !!«.!!.^® ?fA*. i” T1*! of the f act that  
Constitution of the United States which provides fo r ^herence to the * Bill of Rights « of the

principles of the democratic form of government. 8 pS8S proper laws for the protection of the USA and the

7) The Post endorses General George C. Marshall's op inion in regard to nasM+i.« „ » u . »  + . «
Army " tradition. P regara to peacetime military tr aining and supports the " Citizen -



. , _ , . . .  , .  t v,_ »» lfa re o f  the USA to  pronote an understanding between labor and c a p ita l, and
81 S t e f S e c ^  U g L n  in to  c .n t te t e r s te .  b e t .e e . tabor » d  tap loyer

organ!zations

9) The Post endorses the reso lu tion  passed by the National Convention o f  the American Legion in  1944 regarding post-war 
assoc ia tion  o f  nations to  curb aggression.

10) The P ost opposes a l l  attempts to  s t i r  up competition and con troversies between the American Legion and other veteran 

organi za tions.

The .b o v . pro**«. . . .  d r . »  «P *  "*•*• “ * K S I m  “ * A**r1“ "1“
Committee . I t  was passed by the execu tive committee on October 17 th ,1944.

F if th  Column by mall^

Using the mail to  defraud the American people through propaganda i s  not a new t r ic k . Henry Hoke in  h is  b est s e l le r 
.  Black l i u  " to  be on guard aga inst phoney mail used fo r  d iv is iv e  and d isrup tive purposes.

, j	� r«nfv>m ia A so -ca lled  " Mothers n group in i t ia te d  a neat l i t t l e  p a c i f is t  and
This i s  the scheme r s c e n ty  exposed d i v i d u a l  who happens to  be neither  a mother nor even a

is o la t io n is t  program. This mothers group ^  compo_ ^ arhart ^ a t t o r n e y  o f San Francisco and Burlingame. " Mother " Gearhart

called^h im self t h f "  Mother^ S is te r s  and Wives o f  the USA ■  and maintained headquarters in  an o f f ic e  bu ild ing in  San rancisco.

i»  h i .  �+ ��1
deadly strugg le in w h ich  the USA isn o w in v o l '  . j J  o f op en in g  h o s t i l i t i e s  in  the P a c if ic  by supplying arms to  the Chinese,
Gearhart the P rea iden tp rovoked theJapanese to  the p oin te r  opening Jn hia oplnlon the USA has no in te r e s t in  the

^ - l ^ ^ t e  t e o £ .  ¡ T t a i S .  S ?  1 L Z *end j !& m e .. should 0 .  l . f t  to f ig h t  i t  out « o n «  t h . - e l v . .  tad the 

should s im ila r ly  be l e f t  to  th e ir  own d ev ices.

"Mother" Gearhart's le t te r s  were received b y ^  ^ S T i T S ^ f i J r “  ^ ^ L S ^ S n S d ' S a t
o f f i c ia l  casualty  l i s t s .  The g ^ s l fh o w e v e ^  the curious fa c t  remains that le t te r s  which were turned over to  the
casualty  l i s t s  were the sources o f+h is  m a il in g  U s t  however, xne^cur^ ardd in  casua lty  l i s t s  as r e la t ive s  o f  servicemen,

au th o r it ies f i t »  the f i l e s  o f  newspapers o f New Tork, Philadelph ia , Chicago, Baltimore e tc .

and^us e ^ t * 0 spend * w to le^ ftem oon s in  the public lib ra ry  addressing envelopes r igh t from the l i s t s .

_   � � � ! � � � � � � � � � � � � � � " ! � � �  » g  2  - X T
le ft  off.

Therefore - t c h  fo r  p h o»„  « u ,  «nd i f  you obtain ta o .le d g . o f  . t a i l »  sc h e » »  contact t h .  P .der« l Bureta of  I n t e . t ig . t io n  
(FBI) , Room 911 ,510 South Spring S tr e e t , Los Angeles 13, C a l i f . Telephone t MAdison 7241

The Sedition T r ia l In Washington.D.C._

For reasons which we do not understand the newspapers on the West-Coast report very l i t t l e  or nothing 

. t e n t  th . t r t e l  in  ...h tag ton .B .C , 1 t h  “ « £ £ •  ̂ S S i S T ' S S . f  ' t h . '

� � � � � � � ��� ��'�'''�' � � � A < ' � � * *J*�!�" �IV�WIG*� JI�GIG*�JI*

*■ —  . r .  t . - t t e t e  =  « d  J » “  J f T S S i  t e t S f t a '

f o r e « .  S . r i o t e t e  t e L ' t r t S ’  S c t ° i t ° l 5  »o r . «er iou . tt e n t t e  ctargs i t s e l f  t a p l l . . ,  fo r  during th . co u r .. o f t h .  t r t e l  i t  t e .
S U t e  te  . . t  up .  » . . i - f . . c i . t  f o r .  o f  goyornnent in  th . V .S . l .

Ever in ten t on find ing something dramatic that would make for co lo r fu l copy, the majority o f Washington 
_ +u <»i-renalike s id e lig h ts  o f the t r ia l  while the meat o f  the story usua lly  remains untold,

correspondents concentrate on reporting the c not t f  draw a paral l e l  between the early t r ia ls  o f  H it le r 's  Brownshirts before
W ell, the t r ia l  i s  no c ircus ! In fa c t  i t  i s  NLi-hoodlums upon th e ir  arraignment in  court usually started
r i t o  “ L “ ^ * t e r ^ S r S t a  i .  S c t e d ih S  d i .p te , o f h i t e r l t ,  .h tah  . . .  d . . i e » d  “  under»!.. t h . d ign ity  o f the court.  
S in ila r  t e c t lc .  w .r . followed b , so« , o f  th . .ccused in  th . ...h in g to n  sed it ion  t r t e l .

d .  2 3 r V S S � # � � -
S 3 r S !% 0 te ? ( ' ta r S S .l .r )  S  the t e t i o » l  t a l e r  Of t h . Ceteta Bund end h i .  Sub-tataer ■ *»»»“  *  <*• a i “ !»««
B illing*of" the Red Network"and many o thers.

^ t e f . t e  further r e v e la t io n . on the o n e f e  .t r s te g ic  d ev ice, to  e»p lo , i -e r l te n  c i t i . e . e  in  the 

carrying out o f the * Divide and Conquer " technique.

On the defense bench s i t  men and women some o f whom were born in  Germany and who have become American 
O itteen ... However, t h . - j o X ^ f  t a f  S fen d te ta  .r e  t e t i t e  t a e r ic n .  who in  th . p te t hove . . » t e d  . t  D e te c r « , « d  pteleed the 

Nazi form o f  government.
«  the »id o f October Or. Hemana Heusohning, .  fo teer  H .»i h i» « . l f  .bo . . .  one. very c loee to  H itle r 

t t e t i f t e d  fo r  the p r o te c t io n . H i. 2 5 L S t a  S t ^ P ^ S ^ i  S T S i “

�� � � ��*����X��������� � � * ! � DA # �Y� U
attorney was on h is f e e t  to reg is te r  h is p ro test.

��� � ��� �BI1�� W��� !?1����
S T ^ £ r £ l S S b t e  ¡ S r i c .  to t a .  « .W , . . . .  o f  t h »  unknowingly, but - o . t  o f t h «  con teiou . o f w tet t h e , .e r e  doing.

The Americanism Committee i s  in  posession o f f u l l  weekly report» on the t r ia l ,  and i f  any o f our 
Comrades are in terested  in  the m aterial we w i l l  be glad to make i t  ava ilab le .

Since the above a r t ic le  was written Justice Eicher has died. There w i l l  probably 
be a new t r ia l .  1he or ig ina l indictments however, s t il l  stand.
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POSTON (Ariz.) Nov. 11. (IP)— 
.The War Relocation Authority 
Heday reported a crippled Japa- 
nese-American Army private 
wearing many service ribbons, 
had been ejected from a civilian 
barber shop near the W.R.A. 
center because of the owner’s 
objection to his ancestry.

Andy Hale, the barber, ac�
knowledged he had ordered the 
soldier Thursday not to come 
into his shop but denied shoving 
or forcing the infantryman. The 
W.R.A. said the veteran, walk�
ing with a crutch, had been 
shoved from the establishment, 

feign W arns Japs
Hale, father of three sons in 

the armed services, said a sign 
on the front of his Parker (Ariz.) 
shop reads: “Japs keep out., you 
rat.”'

"I don’t want none of their 
business,” Hale asserted. "They 
might close me up but I sure as 
hell won’t work on a Jap.”

Hale, in answer to a question, 
said i t  made no difference to 
him whether the Japanese-Amer�
icans wOre civilians or soldiers. 
“They loOk.alike to me,” he said. 

Wounded in  Ita ly
Mrs. Pauline Brown, reports 

officer for the W.R.A. center, 
said the soldier was P v t Ray�
mond Matsuda, 29, former resi�
dent of Hawaii, who was shot 
in the knee’ on the Italian front 

; July 22,
i t Matsuda, Mrs. Brown related, 
was wearing seven Army rib�
bons and badges, including the 
combat infantryman’s badge and 
the Purple Heart.

He served two years overseas, 
she reported, with the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team, an 
outstanding unit on the Italian 
front.

Mrs. Brown said M a t s u d a  
came to visit friend^ .here. He 
has been at the Army’s Ham�
mond General Hospital at Mo�
desto, Cal.

Somehow we fe l t  a b it sick in the stomach when we read this dispatch from the 
Associated Press . We think i t  is  our duty to bring this matter to the attention of our comrades 
because i t  has a direct bearing on the whole American-Japanese question.

Let's give this thing a few seconds of sober consideration. We don't want to get too 
emotional about the incident which at best involves a backwoods barber who doesn't know any better. 
But we as Legionaires and Americans do, and that's what we are driving at.

This is  the way we fee l about the whole question which we expressed in particular in 
point #5 of the Americahism program of Post 591 ;

We know that America has become a great country by liv ing up to a phildsophy of 
» Fair Play B. We don't care whether an American citizen is  black, yellow or white, and we don't 
care **** where he or his parents came from. All we do know is  that he is  entitled to equal 
justice. An American can be punished for a crime or misconduct but never for race or ancestry.

Now then, we on the Pacific Coast are faced with a practical application of this 
b elie f I American citizens of Japanese extraction are being permitted by the U.S. Army to 
return to California. We also know that their return i s  resented by some Americans in this 
State but i t  remains to be seen whether the hatred of these Americans is  stronger than their 
love for the Constitution of the USA which after a ll  embraces our American way of l i f e .

The Constitution declares very clearly that no State can tt deny— the equal 
protection of the laws * nor can i t  n abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens " .

And we Legionaires upon opening our meetings declare that " for Cod and Country we
associate ourselves together --- to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of
America " . Let's be honest and realize that i f  we mean what we proclaim so enthusiastically
we must protect the rights of a l l  c itizens, regardless of their national extraction or race, and
that includes American citizens of Japanese extraction.

News Item: Saturday. Nov.25th.1944

Twentytwo American soldiers of Japanese ancestry from the Western United States 
were reported k illed , seventynone wounded and six missing in action on the French front, 
according to War Department information conveyed to next of kin, the Pacific Citizen learaed this 
week.

All of these casualties, the majority of whom are from California, were presumed to 
be members of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, a part of the 36th Division now fighting in the 
Seventh Army of General Alexander Patch on the Southern sector of the Western Front in France.

Germany

To refresh your memory l Germany declared war on us on December 8th,1941 and not vice versa as some Isolation ist — 
Pacifist propagandists are now trying to make us believe .

The highest popular vote Hitler ever got when there was a free election in Germany was 37?. That was in January 1933. 
Th® Hitler got to power and four months later Germany had another election . The boys got busy stuffed the ballot boxes and 
yet Hitler got only 43?. How then did Hitler and his Nazis get into power ? The reasons are manifold but what few people 
remember is  that Germany had no less than 38 polit ical parties, and those party representatives who did not vote the Nazi-way 
in the Reichstag were simply arrested and put away in concentration camps. However, we would do well not to assume that the 
non-nazi voters of 1933 ( about 50? of the electorate ) are s t i l l  non-nazi or even anti-nazi. The Gestapo rule of the last  
twelve years has effectively stif led  any opposition and what underground movements may have existed prior to Germany's entry 
into the war in 1939 were destroyed when most active men were taken into the army. It is  also well to remember that the young 
men and women in Germany between the ages of 18-30 have never known anything else but Nazi doctrines. The average German boy 
or g ir l starts -  or one should rather say " used to start " -  thinking for himself at about the age of f ifteen . I t is  there�
fore obvious that men or women up to the age of about 35 for the past fifteen  years have never known anything about Democracy 
or for that matter about " Fair Play ".

These are the facts which we must consider when we read that General Eisenhower in his orders to AMG insists on 
complete destruction of the very last vestiges of Nazism in the administration of occupied German territories.
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WASHINGTON. — It’s hard  

for many of us here to realize 
the cost of the victories that are 
rolling up. If it doesn’t hit near  
us, then we read the good news 
of advances and triumphs and 
never see the lis t.o f casualties 
in a less conspicuous column.

When the' reality is evoked in 
the loss of someone known and 
loved, then it suddenly strikes 
home. The other day it came 
to our neighborhood, which hap�
pens to be a peculiarly close and 
friendly neighborhood.

Word came that the boy next - 
door had been killed in Italy. 
While he was several years older 
than our children, they all 
played together and were in and 
out of our place; and we knew 
him and felt a deep .affection for 
him.

His name was Walter Shep�
ard. He was a grand boy, 
friendly and eager and gay. He 
loved animals and was wonder�
ful with them, training horses 
with patience and skill, and rid�
ing and jumping as though he’d 
been born on a horse.

Walt was in the infantry, a 
private first class. As he moved 
up the Italian peninsula the let�
ters he sent back home began 
to show a new maturity. He
was learning so much so fast.

When he first got to Italy, 
the poverty of the people and 
the hardships they endured, par�
ticularly the women, shocked
him. It was strange and for�
eign. He wrote that he had 
seen an old woman trying to 
carry a big trunk on her back. 
He wrote that most people had 
no shoes even though it was 
cold in the winter. To his
father, who is an official in the 
government, he said:

“Papa, I wish you would try 
to dp something for these peo�
ple.”
1 It was the natural reaction 

of a boy from a comfortable 
American home, a boy with a 
generous spirit, an American 
spirit. He had never known 
there were places in the world

11 I S  I  ¡1
where old women carried trunks 
on their backs and where kids 
went without shoes in the 
winter.

On the day he was killed he 
wrote a letter to his family 
which reached them the day 
before they were notified by the 
war department of his death. I 
don’t think Walt Shepard was 
given to expressing his inmost 
thoughts any more than other 
American boys with a natural 
reserve and a suspicion of sen�
timent. But he put into that

From time to time we run Into 
c iv i l ia n s  and even World War I 
veterans who complain that our 
boys don't know what they are 
f igh t in g  for . Maybe we ought to 
admit that G .I.Joe i s  not always 
very a r t icu la te  about " what we 
are f ig h t in g  fo r  But somehow 
we have a fe e lin g  that he does 
know, that he has an in s t in c t iv e 
understanding, an understanding 
that does not manifest i t s e l f 
by shouting or flagwaving.
Maybe i t ' s  th is  ways Once to ld 
what the score i s  G .I.Joe tack les 
the job o f  f igh t in g  l ik e  any 
d ir ty  chore that has to be done 
and gotten over w ith. Maybe i t ' s 
ju s t  inconceivable to him that 
he could l iv e  under any other 
form o f government than Democracy.

Walter Shepard was one o f  those 
boys, and we are g ra te fu l to the 
Los Angeles Daily News and the 
United Features Syndicate, Inc. 
fo r  th e ir  permission to  reprin t  
th is  a r t ic le  which appeared on 
Ju ly 29th, 19U .

� � � 
letter the essence of what he 
had learned. He wrote:

“If I live I will come home  
knowing life is. a very unstable 
thing, and that it really pays to 
lead the best life you know how 
while you are herA Men off 
the front, I believe, have much 
greater considerations for other 
men’s wants, needs and desires 
than they did before they went 
up. They know how to pray 
and to live with God in their 
hearts.”

For all his fineness and his 
intelligence, I don’t think Walt  
was the exception. I think, in 
fact, he is the rule. A t his 
death, at 21, he was part of a 
generation that has shown the 
most remarkable maturity and 
patience and forbearance in the 
face of the mistakes of their 
elders. To think there were 
people who doubted this genera�
tion! Who talked scornfully  
about jitterbugs!

In some ways we at home have 
done well, in other ways not so 
well. We have provided the 
weapons. We have not, most 
of us, learned the lessons of the 
men who have had to use the 
weapons.

Somehow I think we had bet�
ter learn, and quickly, some of 
their wisdom. We had better 
study that lesson for fear that 
we’ll not speak their language 
when they come back. They’re 
going to distrust, the shoddy 
speech, the smooth words, the 
half promises, the double talk, 
that all too often those of us 
who sit snugly—and sometimes 
even smugly—here at hopie are 
guilty of.

“If I live I will come home  
knowing life is a very unstable 
thing . . . ”

Deaths reported by the navy 
to date are 21,433 with 9655 
missing. Deaths reported by the 
army are 37,237 and 39,311 miss�
ing. Those are not figures. 
Those are the boys next door, 
loved and cherished, full of 
eager life and wonder and 
curiosity and compassion.

Truth and the possession of facts is a weapon as much as  submarines,tanks, A
bazookas and bombers. Carry both of them with you just as you us ed to lug W  
your rifle and tin helmet along. They are your weapons as a Legio naire in r  
your fight for Americanism J ^

We wish all our comrades and their families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Xear

Our thoughts are with our buddies in the Army, Navy and Marine Co rps who are still  
fighting all over the world !



����

A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n
���������� ���������� ���

P O S T  5 9 1

�&&TN���.;4T�TN�".�2;1� ����� -;T2C� C8ZC"�-&� �HN-4N
C;"".�;;&� �	�� <�"8=*

�8""8�$� =*� �<C-N8&NT�� <����!���� '
����� -����� ��*� �!���#�� ��� ��

C���%#�����	�� <���'��!���
2���)��!�� ZT�!���� ����

P ost 591,

W hereas,

W hereas,

A merican L egion, H ollyw ood W orld W ar I I , on J anuary 9th, 1945, unanimously adopted the follow ing

� � � � � � � � � �

we as members of the A merican L egion, are pledged to support the Constitution of our country and

we consider the guaranty effected by A rticle 14 of  the Constitution to be of great importance to us in the�

maintenance of our democratic ideals and

W hereas, recently there has been much controversy and agitation  in the W estern States and particularly in C alifornia�

attack ing the r ights of A merican citizens of J apanese descent and

W hereas, affected by these unjust attacks are many A merican citizens who have served in our A rmed Forces not only�

in W orld W ar I  but are sti l l  serving in W orld W ar I I , many of them having received citations and commen�

dations for valor beyond the call of duty and

W hereas, among this falsely attacked group are loyal A merican veterans who have served and are serving actively�

and patriotically as A merican L egionaires and

W hereas, the order of evacuation issued b> the U . S. A rmy has now been vacated and

W hereas, we are aw are of the fact that disloyal J apanese and such A mericans of J apanese descent who are suspect will�

be kept in custody of the government w ith a view  tow ard deportation and de�naturalization after the w ar and

W hereas, the A merican L egion has full confidence in the judgment of our mil itary authorities and

W hereas, there have been grave assaults upon the inherent r ights of fellow  A mericans and

W hereas, there is now being w aged a persistent campaign of intolerance, prejudice and hatred against them and

W hereas, there is cause for grave suspicion that certain elements are w aging this campaign behind the cloak of false�

patriotism although their only true consideration concerns their selfish economic advan tage:

N O W , T H E R E F O R E , we, the members of P ost 591, A merican L egion, H ollyw ood, W orld W ar I I , D epartment of�

California, do hereby declare:

1. W e, the members of this P ost, condemn any discrimination of w hatsoever type against any A merican cit�

izen based on the stand that he or she is of J apanese or any other racial descent.

2. W e, as veterans of W orld W ar I I , have been fighting for the ideals of and principals guaranteed by the�

U . S. Constitution and are much concerned over the actions of certain groups and individuals who are�

attacking these very ideals for which we have been fighting.

3. W e strongly condemn any efforts to establish  a false distinction among A merican citizens based on race,�

color or religious creed, such distinction being a complete violation , of the constitutional provision that�

there be no such distinction established among A merican citizens.

4. W e therefore condemn the action of the H ood R iver P ost of the A merican L egion in effacing the names�

of A merican soldiers fighting overseas from their honor roster, as a shameful act which discredits and�

humiliates the name of the A merican L egion.

5. W e urge all comrades of our P ost and all  other A merican L egion P osts and all  citizens who have the�

w elfare of the nation at heart to safeguard the constitutional r ights of al l  A mericans regardless of race,�

color and creed.
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(T h is  is  an  e d ito r ia l f r o m  th e  M id p a d f ic a n , th e  a rm ed 
fo r c e s ’ n e w sp a p e r  in th e  C en tra l P a c if ic  a rea , p u b lish ed  a t 
H onolu lu . T he M id p a c if ica n  is  fb r i t te n  an d  e d ite d  by  se r �
v icem en .)

T h re e  d ispa tches ju s t  cam e in f ro m  A rm y  N ew s S er-

Two w ill m ake you proud.
One w ill m ake you ang ry .
T he f i r s t ,  da te lined  W ash ing ton , reveals th a t  a  s ing le 

A JA  (A m ericans o f Jap anese an ces try ) d iv is ion  in  I ta ly  
w as aw arded  1,000 P u rp le  H ea rts . T he second, date lined  
F rance , rep o rts  how  th e  “ lost b a tta l io n "  in  th e  S a in t D ies 
a re a  w as rescued by A m erican  so ld iers o f Ja p an e se  an �
cestry  w ho fo u g h t th e ir  w ay th ro u g h  to  th e  trap p ed  m en.

T he th ird , date lined  Poston, A riz., te lls how  a  cripp led  
A JA  w as e jected  from  a barb e rsh o p  because th e  p ro p rie to r  
d idn ’t  like h is  ancestry . T he G I w as P v t. R aym ond Mat- 
suda, 29, f ro m  H aw aii. H e had  served tw o y ea rs w ith th e  
442nd C om bat T eam  in I ta ly . H e w ea rs  seven cam paign 
ribbons and  decorations, inc lud ing  th e  P u rp le  H eart.

T he ac tion  o f one ig n o ran t A m erican  b r in g s  sham e to 
all o f us.

H is igno rance is dangerous. I t  s tab s a t  th e  h e a r t  of 
th e  th in g s  fo r  w h ich  w e f ig h t.

G Is w ho k ill Jap an ese  on P ac if ic  b a t t le f ro n ts  can te ll 
you w hy they  feel f r ie n d sh ip  fo r  th e  A JA s f ig h t in g  in  I ta ly .

T hey ’re  b ro th e r  A m ericans.
G Is w ho k ill N az is know  th ey  con tinue to  like and 

respect G erm an A m ericans now  f ig h t in g  a t  th e ir  side in  
E urope.

W e don ’t  m ake w a r  on people because o f th e  color o f 
th e ir  sk in , o r h a ir , o r th e  shape o f th e ir  faces o f th e  n a �
tio n a lity  o f th e i r  f a th e rs  and m o thers.

W e f ig h t  fo r  an idea.
W e k ill fasc is ts  because i t ’s ou r idea th a t  people fro m  

every  race and o f every  tongue should keep on l iv ing  in  
o u r cou n try  as good ne ighbors.

W e k ill fasc is ts  because th ey  th in k  th e ir  race  o r blood 
m akes them  b e t te r  th a n  o th e r people.

W e f ig h t  fo r  ou r idea because i t  is th e  cem ent th a t 
holds dem ocracy to g e th er. W e f ig h t  a g a in s t th e  fa scis t idea 
because i t  is th e  poison th a t  holds o u r enem ies to ge th er.

G Is know  th a t  th e  only d if fe ren ce  betw een ou r enem ies 
and o u r  f r ie n d s  is w h a t goes on in  th e i r  m inds.

T he ig n o ran t A m erican  fro m  A rizona is one o f a  few  
ro tte n  apples in  th e  b ig  b a r re l o f A m erica. H is th in k in g  
does n o t re f lec t th e  w ay  A m erica th in k s .

H e p robab ly  doesn’t  even rea lize he th in k s  like ou r 
enem ies.

B u t he does.
M isguided people, such as he, p a r ro t th e  rac ia l ideas 

o f th e  N azis and  th e  Japs.
A s long as they  do, th ey  co n s titu te  a  m enace to  our 

country .
I t  w ould be foo lish  fo r  a n y  G I to  fee l th a t  fasc ism w ill 

be w iped out w ith  th e  d e fe a t o f G erm any  and Jap an .
T he job  w ill no t be done u n ti l  all A m ericans a re  edu�

cated to  th in k  and  ac t like A m ericans.
T h a t’s o u r job, too.

JAPANESE-AMERICAN JOINS LEGION — H arley M. 
O ka ( le f t) , 28, a Japanese-A m erican who received a 
m edical discharge from  the A rm y, is congratu lated by 
C om m ander W illiam F. Schneider after joining H olly �
w ood, Cal., Post No. 591 of the Am erican Legion, com �
posed entirely of W orld  W ar II veterans. Kingsley Mor�
gan (cen ter), second vice-com m ander, said the post was.

fii’st in the Nation to adm it a Japanese-^^m encan 
m em ber. (A . P. W ire Pho to .)
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LOS ANGELES — A m other of 
an American airm an, killed last 
fall in combat over Germany, ask�
ed her son’s friends a t a  memor�
ial service on Dec. 29 to  honor all 
who fell fo r democracy, regard �
less of race.

The A ir Corps officer was Lieut. 
Maurice Levine, and his friends 
of Lodge 141 of the International 
W orkers’ Order had gathered to 
honor h is memory a t services held 
a t  Odd Fellows hall.

Rising to speak of her son, Mrs. 
Sophie Levine, declared:

“ Since my son died, we are 
gathered here to honor him. But 
in  the city of Gardena, another 
American boy gave his life fight�
ing the Germans, and h is home 
town will not even allow h is name 
to be pu t on the roll o f honor. Hi3 
m other is denied the privilege of 
m eeting w ith her boy’s friends, 
like this. T hat boy, Kiyoshi Mur- 
anaga, was an American of Japa�
nese ancestry, decorated fo r b rav�
ery  a f te r  he died. I  w ant th a t mo�
ther to  know th a t other Ameri�
cans feel tow ard her boy just as 
they do tow ard mine.’’



RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY 
HOLLYWOOD WORLD WAR II POST 591, AMERICAN LEGION 

\ DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
a t  i ts  R e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  h e l d  J a n u a r y  �, ��!	�

2035 N* Highland Ave*, Hollywood 28, California

WHEREAS, wé as members of the American Legion are pledged t o* support the  

Constitution of our country and

; ’ i  v  ' ' I I p  : \

WHEREAS, we consider the guaranty effected by Article 14 of the Constitu�

tion to be oí1 great importance to us in the maintenance of our de mocratic ideals  

and

WHEREAS, recently there has been much controversy and agitation in the  

western states and particularly in California attacking the rights of American  

citizens of Japanese descent and

WHEREAS, affected by these unjust attacks are many American  citizens who  

have served in our armed forces, not only in World War T but are still serv ing  

in World War II, many of them having received citations and commenda tions for  

valor beyond the call of duty and

WHEREAS, among this falsely attacked group are loyal American  veterans  

who have served and are serving actively and patriotically  as American Legion-
v

naires and *

WHEREAS, the order of evacuation issued by the U, S, Army  has now been’  

vacated and . . •

WHEREAS¿ we áre aware of the faot that ’disloyal Japanese and such Ameri�

cans of Japanese descent who are .suspect, will ��� ���� in Custody �		 the Govern�

ment with a view toward deportation and de-naturalizat ion after the war and

WHEREAS, tbev American Legion has ‘full confidence in the judgement of  our  

military authorities .And

WHEREAS^ there, hâve been grave assaults upon the inherent rights of fel �

low Americans and

(mote )
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WHEREAE, thefe is now being waged a persistent campaign  of intolerance,  

prejudice and hatred against them and

WHEREAS, there is cause for grave suspicion that certain elements are

waging this campaign behind the cloak of false patriotism alth ough their only

true consideration concerns their selfish economic advantage*

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, the members of, .Post 591 American Legion, Hollywood,  

World'War II, Department of, California, hereby declare:

!• members 0f this Post condemn any discrimination of what �

soever type against any American citizen based on the stand that

he or she is of Japanese or any other racial descent*

2, WE, as veterans of World War II have been fighting for t he.ideals  

of and principals guaranteed by the U, S. Constitution and a re  

much concerned over the actions of certain groups and individuals

who are attacking'these very ideals,for whioh we have been fight�

ing.

5* ïJE,  strongly condemn any efforts to establish a false distinction  

among Amerioan citizens,based on race, color or religious cre ed,  

such distinctions being a complete violation of the constitutiona l  

provision that there be no such distinction established am ong  

American citizens.

4-. WE, therefore, condemn the action of .the-Hood-River Post of the  

American Legion in effacing the names- of American soldiers fight-  

• ing overseas from their: honor roster as a shameful act which dis �

credits and humiliates the name of the American Legion,

5. WE, urge all comrades of our Post and all other American Legion Posts  

arid all citizens who have the welfare of the nation at heart, to

safeguard the constitutional rights of all Americans regardless  of  

race, color and creed.

-oOo-



Department of the Interior  
War Relocation Authority  
Room 202, Sheldon Bldg.
461 Market Street
San Francisco 5, California
Douglas 8173

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

By unanimous vote of members of American Legion Post 591* Ho llywood, Harley  

M* Oka became the first Japanese American veteran of World War  II to be accepted  

into a West Coast Legion post, R, B. Cozzens, Assistant Direc tor of the War Reloca�

tion Authority, was informed today*

At the same time that Post 591 accepted Oka, in a strongly wo rded resolution,  

it condemned 11 the action of the Hood River Post of the American Legion in effacing  

the names of American soldiers fighting overseas from its honor roster a s a shame�

ful act which discredits and humiliates the name of the American  Legion" and fur�

ther condemned discrimination of any kind against any A merican citizen that is  

"based on the stand that he or she is of Japanese or any other racial descent,"

Legionnaire Oka was born in Santa Ana 28 years ago, recei ved his schooling  

at Huntington Beach and Woodbufy Business College, Los An geles• He volunteered and  

entered the Army after Pearl Harbor and served until December 14 , 1944 when he re�

ceived his honorable discharge. He has been in California since last December 27  

but his parents are still at the Colorado River Relocation Center,  Poston, Ariz.

Oka has two brothers serving with the famed 442nd'Regiment al Combat Team of  

the Seventh Army,

The resolution, drawn by William 3, Kent, chairman of the Post's Ame ricani�

zation Committee, Leo L, Shibley and Milton Luban, pointed out that "There is cause  

for grave suspicion that certain elements are waging this compaign behin d the cloak  

of false patriotism although their only true consideratio n concerns their selfish  

economic advantage,"

(more )
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The resolution added that ”We are aware of the fact that dis ���ra 1 Japanese  

and such Americans of Japanese descent who are suspect will be kept in cu stody of  

the Government with a view toward deportation and denatur alization after the war”  

but that ’’The American Legion has full confidence in the judgment of our military  

authorities

The resolution concluded: ”We urge all comrades of our post and all other  

American Legion Posts and all citizens who have the welfare of the Na tion at heart  

to safeguard the constitutional rights of all Americans regardles s of race, color  

and creed,”

Commander of Post 591 is William F. Schneider and the Adjutan t is Chapman  

A, Colvin, Shibley, who helped draw the resolution, is re-entering the Arm y for  

additional service.

The post meets at 2035 North Highland Avenue, Hollywood,

(Captain Belvidere Brooks Post No# 450, New York, unanimously voted to invite  

the 16 Japanese American soldiers whose names were erased at Hood River to  become  

members of the post after the war while other Legion Posts, organization s and in�

dividuals took issue with the Hood River Post’s action which  Secreta^r of War  

Stimson labeled ’’unworthy discrimination#”

(At Omaha, Nebraska, Corporal Tachio John Ando, recently given a medical  

discharge from the Army after serving in the Caribbean area, was made a member of  

American Legion Post No* 1 � �

/////
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Follow ing is th e  te x t of a  resolution recently  adopted by 

N orthfield P ost No. 84 of the A m erican Legion (N orthfield, 
M innesota) and endorsed by T hird  d is tr ic t convention in F a r i�
bau lt Sunday, June 20, 1943.

W hereas, the A m erican Legion has as one of its basic p rinc i�
p les to lerance fo r  all creeds and races, and,

W hereas, a t  i ts  national convention in 1942 i t  accepted as one 
of its  w ar aim s the fo llow ing s ta tem en t: “W e condemn relig ious 
prejudices, rac ia l o r national an tagon ism s as w eapons of our 
enem ies,” and,

W hereas, th e re  appeared in  the official publication, the  A m eri�
can Legion M agazine, fo r June, 1943, an  artic le  en titled  “Japs 
in O ur Y ard ,” by  one F rederick  G. M urray , M.D., which 
u rged, am ong o ther proposals, th a t native-born A m erican citizens 
of Japanese descent be relocated on islands in the  Pacific ocean— 
in  d irec t v io lation of our constitu tional guaran tees— and fu r th e r  
u rged  th is  no t as a  m ilita ry  m easure bu t as a social, political, and 
economic policy.

T herefore, be i t  resolved, th a t we, N orthfield P ost No. 84, 
A m erican Legion, do vigorously p ro test aga inst our N ational 
m agazine being used to  fo ste r  race h a tred  in v io lation of our own 
constitu tion and the C onstitu tion of th e  U nited S tates, and do 
m ost u rgen tly  request th a t the  national officers in charge of the 
publication of th e  A m erican Legion M agazine be d irected to  p r in t 
a  re trac tion  of the  afore-m entioned artic le, which is in d irect op�
position to  the  adopted policy of the A m erican Legion.

Be i t  fu r th e r  resolved, th a t our delegates to the  dis tr ic t and 
s ta te  conventions be instruc ted  to in troduce and prom ote passage 
of th is  reso lu tion  or one sim ilar in  im port, upon afore-m entioned 
convention.

Be i t  fu r th e r  resolved, th a t all possible public ity be given th is  
reso lu tion in o rder th a t no unfavorab le critic ism  be d irected to �
w ard  indiv idual Legion m em bers or local posts because of th is  
f lag ran t v io lation of the basic princip les of our organ ization  and 
our country.

A RTH U R S. HOUSTON,
Post Com m ander

CHAUNCEY M. LARSEN,
Incom ing Com mander

SPECIA L RESO LU TION S 
COM M ITTEE:

V
^ E V E R E T T  D. PH E L PS 

V IN C EN T R. H U N T 
AN DREW  M ELDAHL

♦ A ddress a ll correspondence to  Mr. P helps.

F o r au tho rita tive  in fo rm ation  on the  en tire  Japanese-A m eri- 
can question, consult th e  follow ing: H arp e r ’s M agazine, Septem �
ber and October, 1942, and June, 1943; also the Tolan rep o rt on 
the congressional investigation  of Japanese-A m erican m igration.
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Follow ing is the tex t of a  resolution th a t o rig inated  w ith  Northfield 

Post No. 84, w as adopted by the  T hird  D istr ic t convention of June 20, 
1943, and on Aug. 21, 1943, w as passed by the S ta te  convention of the 
A m erican Legion, D epartm ent of M innesota.

This resolution is being circulated by the Northfield P ost No. 84. 
The tex t:

W hereas, the Fourteen th  A m endm ent to the Constitu tion of 
the U nited S tates guaran tees equal protection, under the law, to  
all persons irrespective of race, color, or creed, and

W hereas, one of the  card inal princip les of the A m erican 
Legion is i ts  support of the  Constitu tion of the U nited S tates, and 

W hereas, a t  i ts  N ational convention in 1942, the A merican 
Legion accepted as one of i ts  w ar aim s th e  follow ing sta tem en t: 
“W e condemn relig ious prejudices, rac ia l o r national antagonism s 
as w eapons of our enem ies,” and

W hereas, the re  appeared in the official publication, the 
A m erican Legion M agazine, fo r June, 1943, an artic le  en titled  
“Japs In  Our Y ard ,” by one F rederick  G. M urray, M.D., which 
urged, am ong o ther proposals, th a t native-born A m erican c iti�
zens of Japanese descent, w ithout reg a rd  of proved loya lty  or 
good character, be re-located on islands in the Pacific ocean—in 
d irect vio lation of our constitu tional guaran tees— and urged  th is, 
no t as a m ilita ry  m easure bu t as a  social, political, and economic 
policy.

Therefore, be i t  resolved, th a t we, the D epartm ent of M inne�
sota, the  A m erican Legion, do v igorously p ro test aga inst our 
N ational m agazine being used to fo ste r race d iscrimination and 
hatred , in v io lation of th e  constitu tion of the A m erican Legion 
and the C onstitu tion of the  U nited S tates.

Be i t  fu r th e r  resolved, th a t the  officials in charge of the publi�
cation of both  the  A m erican Legion M agazine and the N ational 
Legionnaire, be instruc ted  th a t i t  shall be th e ir  policy no t to 
perm it th e  publication of such artic les as u rge or advocate poli�
cies in conflict w ith  the basic princip les of the Am erican Legion, 
and

Be i t  fu r th e r  resolved, th a t th is  resolution be subm itted to  the 
N ational Legion Publications commission a t the N ational con�
vention a t Omaha, fo r adoption by said commission, and

Be i t  fu rth e r  resolved, th a t th is  reso lu tion be subm itted to 
the N ational L egionnaire fo r publication in the f irs t available 
issue.

F or au tho rita tive  in fo rm ation  and correct answ ers to the  d istortions 
of fac t, h a lf- tru th s  and deliberate m isstatem ents being circulated, con�
su lt the follow ing:

H A R PE R ’S M AGAZINE, Septem ber and October, 1942, and June, 
1943

TOLAN REPO RT of Congressional hearings on D efense Migration 
CH R ISTIA N  CENTURY, series of artic les beginn ing Aug. 11, 1943, 

by Galen M. F isher
W AR RELOCATION AUTHORITY , W ashington, D. C., the  agency 

created by the Com m ander-in-Chief of the arm ed forces, to  relocate 
loyal Japanese citizens and law -abid ing aliens.

ARTH U R S. HOUSTON,
P ost Com mander

CHAUNCEY M. LARSEN,
Incom ing Com mander

SPECIA L RESOLUTIONS 
COM M ITTEE:

*EV ER ETT D. PH E L PS 
V IN CEN T R. HU NT 
AN DREW  M ELDAHL

* A ddress a ll co rrespondence to Mr. P helps.
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United Press Staff W riter

WITH THE U. S. 7TH ARMY, ON 
THE WESTERN FRONT, Dec. 3 0 -  
Hundreds of veteran American sol�
diers were indignant tonight over 
an item in the Army Newspaper 
Stars and Stripes, which said th a t 
an American Legion Post in  Hood 
River, Ore., had advised Americans 
of Japanese ancestry to sell any 
property they own and leave town.

The dispatch, which moved dozens 
of G l’s to prepare to write letters

of protest to  President Roosevelt 
and Congressmen, said the Legion 
post had advertised in local news�
papers th a t citizens of Japanese an�
cestry were unwanted.

There was violent vocal reaction 
among doughboys of Lt. Gen. Alex�
ander Patch ’s original divisions—the 
36th and 45th—who know the gal�
lan t record of the 442nd Infantry 
regiment, composed mostly of loyal 
Japanese-Americans, and with 
which the 36th Division fought in 
Italy.

Reaction was particularly vituper�
ative against the Legion post’s ac-

tion, among the first battalion of 
the 141st Regiment of the 36th 
Division.

This battalion just two months 
ago today was rescued from a  Ger�
man trap  near Bruyeres by Japa- 
nese-American troops who slashed 
through German lines to the iso�
lated battalion a t great cost.

There were 81 men on th a t en�
circled hilltop when they were 
rescued and 23 of those same men 
still are with the company, includ-

Pa., and Sgt. 
tonio, Tex.

Hiler Hull, San An-

Hull already has started writing 
a letter. Kimble said he alsoi 
would write one but was undecided! 
whether to address i t  to  President 
Roosevelt, some Congressman, or, 
the Legion Post in  Hood River.

Kimble called in  four other vet�
erans who were rescued on the hill, 
Sgt. Enrique Garcia. Brownsville, 
Tex.; T-Sgt. Clyde E. Armstrong, 
Farmers, Ky.; Pfc. Virgil Lindell, 
Billings, Mont., and Pvt. Edwin J. 
Krukowski, Chicago

ing Lt. Joseph Kimble, Scranton, f  “Those boys deserve a  hell of a

/ , �$ �

r'Û

lot more than  the men sitting back 
th a t Oregon town who don’t

f'want them  around,” one of them 
observed, “and we feel pretty lousy 
having to fight for the rights and 
liberties of people who do something 
like th a t to these Japanese-Ameri- 
cans fighting over here.”

Another said his father belonged 
to the American Legion but he 
“won’t  when he gets my letter.” 

One said he was of German de�
scent but tha t didn’t  make him an 
unwanted enemy and th a t the same 
should apply to a person of Japa�
nese descent.

(or more news about Japanese 
evacuees see Pag 4.)
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Heartening indeed, in- the fight - for 

tolerahce, is the action pf Hollywood 
American'Legion Post 59i; made up of 
World w ar II veterans, in ̂ ffirmifig the 
right of Japanese-American service men 
to become members. The-post* over-ruled 
an effort of District Commander Dick 
Horton to bar Harley *M. Oka? who has 
an honorable medical, discharge.

Its action is in hap'py E n tras i to that 
of a Hood River, Ore', post tha t not only 
banned Japanese-American veterans, 
but erased their names’from an honor 
roll. �

' We believe a majority of Legionnaires 
are fully aware that the thing we are 
fighting for in this war is preservation 
of the rights.of the individual citizen 
against tyranny of government or mobs. 

* * * *

Frei
foul
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John R. Lechner, executive di�
rector of Americanism Education�
al League, and who also is a 
m em ber of the American Legion, 
D epartm ent of California, was 
censured by unanimous vote of 
the Legion’s D epartm ent Executive

- Committee a t its December meet-
- ing.
~ Lechner, who is the author of 

a pam phlet on the Japanese ques�
tion, tha t has been d istributed by 

’ his organization, appeared recent- 
g ly before Congressmen, Govern�

m ent officials, newspapermen and 
others in Washington; D. C., and 
represented, it  was charged, tha t 

' he had m ade the tr ip  a t the re- 
* quest of the American Legion, 
'  whose com mittee on the Japanese 
_ problem  he was directing. He 

held himself out as representing 
I t h e  Legion u n d e r  resolutions 
1 adopted by the D epartm ent of 

California and ratified by the na�
tional organization.

Such representations w ere un�

authorized and in flag ran t viola�
tion of w ritten notice from  our 
then D epartm ent Commander, Leon 
Happell, th a t in the event a rep�
resentative from  the Americanism 
Educational League w ent to W ash�
ington, D. C., or elsewhere, fo r the 
purpose of testify ing on the Jap �
anese question, it should be plain�
ly stated th a t he was speaking for 
tha t organization and not for the 
American Legion, fo r the reason 
tha t the Legion has a  National 
Legislative Committee and full 
tim e sta ff in W ashington to rep�
resent its m ore than one million 
members.

�������
Several weeks ago posts w ere 

asked by D epartm ent H eadquar�
ters to  a t once send in estim ates as 
to the num ber of annual Rosters 
they would require fo r 1944, and 
the printing order was made to 
conform to the advance p»fJ'
A lim ited nuCT,u'  
bee»»"'
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