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Iin the afterncon joint meeting of the Planning Board, Council
and Bloek Managers, it was decided to hold block meectings throuche
out the project tonight to discuss the important question of regise
tration, The prupose of these meetings was to be, as the afternoon
meeting was, to raise those questions whieh rise in the minds of
individuals concerning the guestions on the registration formj but
it was not to be a discussion of the points of view or reactions to
the questions.

About 120 Issei end Nisei met in the messhall at 7:00 o'elock,
The meeting was wnsual for ite attendance (usually not more than
20 persone, mostly Issei, attend) and for the promptness with which
the people gathered. Issei women were relatively few in numbers,
but Iseei men and Nisel fellows and girls were out in large
numbers., Tom Uyeno started the moeting as chairmen,

Uyeno brought out the discussion of the afternoon meeting and
told the people what was under discussion tonight, There had been
many objeetions to the registration questionnaire because of the
iack of clarity as to the meanings of some of the gquestions, In
particular question 28 on Form 504~-A and 126-A Revised whiech in-
gggred into the allegiance of evacuees was found objectionable,

The matter hed been referred to lMr, Coverly by larry layeda and
the former promised that he would send a letter to Weshington in
two or three days when it had been further ascertained that the
guestion was unanswerable, Uyeno pointed out the injustice of
asking the Issel to express their views on alléglence to the U.S,.
and comuented that there were some at the afternoon meetingFwho
had openly declared that they would not agree to sisn the regle-
tration or that they would prefer to say "No." Uyeno was extreme-
ly careful in his statements, rocognisi.nﬁ; the poaition of the Issel
yvet attempting to restrain them from taking rash action, Iig ine
troduced !, Shigehara who had attended the afternoon meetips as
representative from the block to the Planning Board, N

Mr. Shigehara started by declaring that he is new in his posie
tion as Planning Board representative, having been elected only
during the past week to the position in view of i, Uyeno (ihe clders)
resignation, and apologized for his lack of knowledge hbout the sub-
ject, le then went on to declare that he had sampled the opinions
of the Planning Board members in the adjacent blocks, Blocks & and O,
and wished to present what they had to say. Ir, Obayashi of Bloeck
4 had declared that this was perhaps the most important duestion to
confront the people yet., As far as those Nisel over Z1 ¢gears are
concerned, they are presumably mature and of age end are- supposed
to be able to think for themselves. He implied that they should
be allowed their personal decision on the question, But the regls-
tration requires all those over 17 years of age, and with the late
ter age group the parents are inclined to have considerable influe
ence in the formation of opinion, or at least will desire such in-
fluence., In conseguence, t0 have a split in the femily may cause
dire difficulties and something nedds to be done to restate the
question, For his own part, lir, Shigehara is inclined to say filoN
in reply to the question of swearing allegience to the United Otates
and rejecting the Japanese emperor, lany at the afternoon neeting
had expressed this dpinion, and he was inclined to agree with those
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who expressed that view, IHowever, the matter is a difficult one
to answer, it is an individual question, and perhasp further dige
cussion of the question is desireble,

Uyeno then read off the question Nol 28 whiech is the one

over which most of the discussion has taken place, "Will you swear
ungualified allegience to the United States of America and forswear
any form of allegience or obediemce to the Japanese Emperdr, or any
other foreign governmuh®, power, or organization?" IHe gtressed the
demand for ?gig;_g!?;g oglence and the difficulties it placed
:{m both the lissel and Nisel in replying to the question, le

g0 pointed out that Mr, Coverly had declared that i1t would be
permissible to leave the question unenswered or that a qualified
anpgwer might be given, The floor was opened for discuseion,

lir, Hawvapsaki: MNost of us Issel have lived in this ecountry for
tventy or thirty years or more, and we have received ﬁivﬂ.egea
frox this nation as well as assumed responsidilitics its Ve
are not ungrateful for what we have received, dbut, on the other
hand, we have had to struggle for what we have gai.nod. Cne thing
we have not received 1s, of course, our citizenship end under the
circunstance we have been-fereed-+o remained citizens of the Japan~
-gme empire, Considering this situation, it seems to me too much
of the @overnment to ask that we sign eway our allegience to the
United States and rejeet the Japenese emperor, Iy the nature of
our circunstance, and by our natural sentiments, we cannot reject
the emperor, Ve have been removed from our homes and have been
foreced to give up our property, often at losses amounting to
thousands and even to tens of ﬁhQuaanda of dollars, What assurence
do we have that in the future we shall be reimbursed for our losses?
If the Government declares that we may retum to our former homes
and businesses, then perhaps we mey be in a position to sim our
llegience., DBut if that is not the intention of the Covernment,
% wonder if it isn't too much of the Covernment to ask us thet we
reject Japan and sign our allegience to the United States, im whieh
case we would be people without jcountry,

r, Imal: Last Thursday ovening I attended a meeting, and I wish
to speak briefly of some of the discussion that came up at the time
since it seems pertinent to our discussion temight, Our Project
Direotor was then laining to us the reacsons for the new pro-

sal to pernmit Nisel to volunteer for the army, iHis view was that
he lisei should be glad of this opportunity to show their loyalty
to the United States., DBy volunteering for the army, the Nisei are
in a position to demomgtrate to the world that the evacuation had
been based on e false premise of their disloyalty. The question
which I asked was, why should it be the responsibility the Nisel
and the Japanese to prove thelr loyelty to the United States? Hawe
not the fAmerieans by their act of evacuation demonstrated their
unyillingness to aceeopt on an equal level any other racial group
but themselves, I recalled to mind something I had gaid to another
firend of mine at one time more or lese as a jJjoke, 'If wop should
ever ocour between Japan and the United States, we might as well
fold up our businesses and head for the emm&mum camps.' I
had said this as a joke, but what strikes me now is the trugh of
what I had said, There is no place in the United States for any
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but the white race., lLook at what is happening to the colored
peoples of the south, and look at what has happemed to us. Under
the circumstance, isn't it asking too mueh of us to give up our
gons who-heve whom we have cared for and brought up over a peried
of twenty years and moret If we send off our sons, what assurance
does the Covernment give us that thelr parents wiﬂ be cared for?
What assurance do they give us that the parents of the Nigel shall
not be reduced to poverty and degradation? These were the thoughts
that occurred to me in connection with the discussion of that Thurge

day meeting, and which I thought might be of interest to you tonight,

Mr, Kawapaki: One wuestion which I should like to ask here is, what
does the statement mean when the Government declares: '.....tﬁat
ways chall be found to restore you as quickly as may be to your
normal and rightful share in the present life and work of the people
of the United States.'(Tulean Dispateh, Feb. 10, p«4,lst col,)

Does that mean that the Iscel and Nimi phall be permitted %o ree
turn to their old homes end businesses and carry on under nommal
cireunstences without fear of danger from anyoue§ If that is what
is meant, then perhaps we might s our allegience to the U.S,.

Tom Uyeno: No,I am sure that i1s not what is meant, It scems Mﬁ-

improbablp that we would be permitted to returmn to the Paecifl
Coact during a period of war, and it may be questionable as to the
future, That's the problem we're confronted with, If we say, "Yes"
to question number 28, then we get it in the neck., If we say "No"
then we got it in the neck again, We're in difficulty in elther
case, and we need to give careful thought to this matter,

Komure (younger): I went to speak as a Nisel, a citizen of the United
States. As far as I an concerned, my answer to question number 28
is Mol (Komure is a Xibel, and he spoke in Japanese.) (eppluuse)

Imai: If the Niseli are sent to the battlefromts, it may be expected
that they'll be sent to the gorefront of battle, Rgt as the Negroes
have been sent forth., And in the aruy, are the Nisei permitted the
gsane privilegeos as anyone else? They are not, IHow can we hope %o
expect falr treatment under any circumstence from the keto, The

are out to save their own necks, and they only come
rumning to us for help when \need it. Yet, ¢ ive us nothing
in return for what they ask. If the Issel ni@ eir names to
question 28, 1t means that they'1ll be perople without countries,
We'll be just like the Jows who wander over thw world without any
place to ocall home,

Min Aoki (Nisei)s I'd like to say a few words concerning the prob-

lem of the Wisei., It soems to me that we need to start fight

for our rights, Ue've been kickesd around all our lives because

of race prejudice, and it's time that we started doing something

about it, «hen we were evacuated, we didn't say anything against

it, and didn't move & finger to prevent 11'.5 that's why wefre here
iay. Lverywhere we've gone, we've been diseriminated against,

In Seattle the Japanecse couldn't get homes in 9/10th of the avea

residential districts. The Nisel have been diseriminated against

even in the army. I don't think we should go on taking it forever.
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le've ﬁt to take into congideration our pimﬁn too. If we're
taken into the army, the Government ism't going to guarantee their
livelihood in the poste-war years,

Addie Huge: I don't see why there should be any question about the
Nisel sisming the registration, As long as the registration is com~
pulsory, is there any reason why we shouldn't sign? I think it'e
pretiuy clear what our eitizemship allegience is,

Tom Uyenot: I think myself that the Nisei problem is the more dife
ficult of the two, I agree that it's asgk too much of the Issei
to declare allegiance to the United States and forswear allegience
to the emperor, but that problem is to be corrected in the next few
days by lrs Coverly, But in the case of the Nisel, it's an arumy

uling that every Nisel citizen has to f£ill out the registratien,
and there's no getting arowmnd it, The Issei 'have to give some
consideration to the isel in this problenm,

Imaii I don't see that thore's any furthor necessity of the Issei
disoussing their problem further, In my way of thinking, there's
only one answer we can give to the guestion number 28, and that
enawer is "No," Don't you think i it would be neater and less des
coptive 1 we all say "io" togetheri (loud applause)

iiry foki: On two occapiens in the past I requested the WRA to give
permigsion to the Nisei to farm the land hore at Tule lLake ia-much
theo-same-vAy ag the a cooperative, in much the same way as our Com~
mnlty Bnterprise is now operated, If this were pormitted, the
future of the Nisei at least would be assured and there would be
assurance that they could at loast make a living here in this coune
try. Dut the answer of the Projeet Director to this request wes
"lio", The Government does not wish the Japanese to make eny money
during the present war, and it seems that their main intent is to
keep the Wisel from having their oitizenahizsrights recognized,

If this is the type of diserimination that to eontinue, I see
ne reaspon why the Nisei should be indueted and be forced {.o fight
for a nation that doeg not protect them.

Eomure (older borthed: I'd like to say something, and though I
don't speak very well in Jepenese, I shall ask your forgivencss
ond speak in that languege, I think it's esking too much of the
Covernuent to come and ask for our help whem they haven't recognized
our righte as citizens and have evacuated us from our homes, le
have always been treated badly, The history of the Japanese in
America has been filled with instances of diserimination, ZEven in
the army, there ic the story that & group of Nisei who wanted to
sit down at one table with a group of keto aad-$hey weretold to go
and ocat somewhere else, You know how the llegroes are being treated
at the present time, /nd wven when we're asked to volunteer, w%;re;
PO

e %FF RPA MR PS GUF ST, SRSTS, SO other growps,

agle that we help in the war effort, If the President and the Amerie

can preses were to come out un:ngin us some sugpart tell the people

of Amerieca that we are loyal that we should be f‘rea to have a

the privileges which an Americen clitizens should have, them I thini

we nn sht o %o consider the problem more fayorably, But the

don't even give us that moch asgsurance, I think we should ﬂgﬁt

for our rights rether than continue to be kicked around by the keto.
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Mt4n Aoki: I want bo speak in Japanese. (The first couple of times
he addressed his audience in En%iish. His Japenese was extremely
poor and he searcely got his peint across,) At 2:asunt there are
efforts in Califommia to take rights from isei by amend

the congtituion. The way things k, we're not even going %o
permitted to return to our former ata%eﬁ. There have even been
afforts to take away our citimenships entirely, Vhy can't we do
a??gzhing?about i%3 Cen't we get organized some way and fight this
thing ou

Yomire (elder brother): Yoh, this is the time to fight, Wetve
hoen kicked around enough,

uin Aokit If we join the ermy, will the Covernment guarentee citizene
ship to Ghe Issel?

Uyeno: I don't know, but I'll put that dowm as one of the questions
to the Planning Boerd,

inother: I've heard thet the girls are asked whether they would be
willing %o join the WAAC, but when & girl asked f£if Japanese were
takne tg the WAAC, she was told that they weren't at present, Is
that true

Uyeno: Don't know, but I'll ask the plamning board,

11n Aokis It seenms to me that there's nc use our anméring: the
quostionnaire until these questions are cleared up. I move that
wo 21l refuse to register until the questions are cleared up.

Uyeno definitely hesitated to take this step. I is position was that
the Nisel rogistration was compulsory in the sense that the Army

is demand it and you cen't push a question to the army teo far,
llorcover, his inclination is to declare his citizmenship allegiance
althoush he is one of the most outspoken opponecais o the evacuation,

Yomure (elder): Yes, I think we should refuse to register. Ve're
bound to be diser ated against in the future, This is our chance
to moke our demandp MOWe o o » «

Nekamra (older Kibel speaking in Japancse): Sure. e shouldn't
reglster, If we all get together and decide to say "ljo", it's much
better.

romure( elder)s Say, nister. This is e Nisei problem, You leave
this discussion to us, We're the ones who have to decide this ig-
SUS.

Nakemura: OSure, I'm ised, I'm a Nisel too.

Uyeno: The purpose of this meeting, as I said, is to raise questions
t0 present to the administretion and the aruy. We can't decide @il —
not to register or anything like that,
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in Aokis Why shouldn't we all declde not to méister,
vote anyway.

Uyeno: This is an individual problem,

Min Aoki: No it ismti, It concerns all of us together, Take &
vote and see how everyone votes on it,

(Uyeno called for the vote by raising hands, The latter was sug-

gested from the floor, There was a definite majority in favor of
walting before registering, Upeno did not call for the contrary

vote to save the skins of those who were in opposition,)

The meeting ended with this sinece there were no other gquestions,

. liy personal reaction to the meeting was wne of disgust and

discouragements [y lmpulse had been to stand up and tall, but
beccuse of wy research interest, plueg perheps the feeling that it
would be unsafe to do so, 1 faﬂ.od %o openly diseuss the question,
That ie, I felt that 1t was unwise to risk tho research interest
at the noment for I felt that something was bound to happen in the
near future which would give me an opportunity to wvolee a definite
opinion if the need arose.

It struck me, however, that if this tremd continued, it was
the beginning of end of Nisei eitizenship. The Government ibsels
might net teke direct action, but certainly the negative action

of the lisei to citizenship would gain wide publiclty. Vhereas the
evacuation conecerned only the three Pacifie States in the main,

a declaration of noneallegiance would strike everyone in the United
Stetes. The nmational reaction was bound to be negativd,

The meebting was clearly doninated by the lIssei, and especially
of the eloment who feels that they have been jilted by the Govemn~
meat. Thelr resentuent against the evacuation ls the main symbolisn
by which they dépict the diseriminatory action of the kete. Those
Nisei who spoke up, t00, ware of the same variety, The lomure
brothers are deﬂni’coly Japenesy. Min Acki, however, has undoubtedly
boon influenced by his rcmﬁ;, who fears to have him inducted inteo
the army, and he hiusell, one suspects, has a gtake in not being
inducted in the sense that he is engaged to a girl and treasures
1liko dearly and rowantieally at present.

The diffieulty with the meeting was (1) the registration had
not been given sufficient pre-publicity so that people understood
what © were to register for, (2) as a congequence the Issel
and Visel questione, which are in fact ceparate issues, became in-
volved with each other, I could not help feeling that the Issedl
were justified in objecting to the statement of the 26th question,
for it would obviously leave them without sny ijuternational status
4f they ancwered "Yes." But there should have been no doubt on the
Nisei issue., The latter, however, was confused by its mixing with
the Ndsedl probl Iscei issue, I voted for the deferment of registra-
tion for a few days since it would clearly split families for the
Issel to have to say "No" and the isei to say "Yes” e&fut.r probs
were bound o arise then), but I was equally econvineed tha should
say "Yes" sooner or later,
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: I went to the bathhouse about 5:15 in the even to take a
shower, The whole issue of registration was still dled in my
nind end though I had thought that I should sit dowm and think

the thing through eareifMully taking \Iﬁ eanh zom-. in turn, I hadn't
gotten around to it, Nor were all the points then clear in my
mindy I could not quite clearly decide what was at issue, what were
the assunptions being made, what prognostications one could make
of the future if one view or eanother were taken of the lssue.

I met Komure (youwdger, Kibei) in the showerroon with one of
his friends.

Homure: Vhat do you think of the regilstration?

Myself: (proping) As I see it the igsue is complicated by three
views. First, the Issei obviously can't enswer that 28th question,
and A they do, thoy have to say "No", I think that mueh preotuy
clear; if I wore en Ipsel, I'd feel czectly as they do, Seeond and
third, there are the Fibel and Nisel issues, The difficulty is that
both groups have to angwer the same questionnaire, yet their backe
ground and position are bound to be 4ifferent, After all the XKibeil
have been in Japan, they've dullt ur sentimental attachments to
Jopen, they know something of the ecountry, and they might even have
e sense of loyalty to the Emperor., It's obviously difficult for
the Kibel to say "Nes" to tho question of foreswearing allegiance
to the Emperor of Japan, But with the Vis6l « + » « » ;

Kormmre: You mean thore should be threo different groups in this
project? You mean to have one Issel, one Kibei, ond one lNisei
groupr each with it's owm ideast

ifyself: No, no. VWhet I'm saying 4s that the baeckground for cach
group is different and i1t makes it pretty Aiffiocult for everyone
to angwer in the sane way.

Akd L. (the fiPend, & Nisel) Listen, this is & problem in which
all of us are in for it in the same way, Cur citizenghip dcosn't
mean a dam thing; if 4t did, we wouldn't have been ovacuated, I
know puys who tore up their citizmenshiy paper as soon as they heard
about %his business of registereing for velunteer combat troops.

I Imow rsuys who threw theirs in the stove ond bumt it up; and como
guye wapt and aglked for expatriation, God dammit, we've got to
fight this time, All the iiisel have to get together amd Pight this
thing out. Ve've been kicked areund emoush., liost of my friends
are plenty mad, ‘

Hyself: What are they med about? I meen, specifically what are
thoy sore about,

Akl A,: About the velwnbsry inductiomn, Those mestings Monday night
when the army officers made thelr speeshes, That's what they're
gsore ahout,

iyself't Oh, I can understand that, It burme me up too to see the
kind of gtuff they hand us. They ask us to assume the responsibilie-
ties of joining in the war effort and earry a gun, but they don't
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tell us nn{thing.; of the privileges that we deserve as ¢ltizens,
Hell, they've got to give us sone guarantees for the future if
we're golng to go in thore and carry a +» But ag for fighting
the issue out right now and here, I don't e with that, This
ign't the time to fight, It would be a sell-out of our oitizenehip
to Cight the issue now, (What I had in mind was that a negative
declaration against allegiance to the United States wag bound to
cause a Serrific reaction throughout the United States, and that

it was a losing battle from the start,)

Aki: Uhet do you mean this ismn't the time to fight? Now is the
time, Doyy; the whole thing makes me fighting mad, and I feel it
rizht here (indicating the pit of his stomach), Lokero no naka
de ¥ %g da, (Inside the soul is where you know 1G; properiy
peaking, ho ‘Bhould have said, 'Hare po naka ,,.* ({inside the
gtomach)) since that was where he was indlicating, and it would
have beoen more truly Japanese idiom, but the fellow was obviously
a Misel with only a fair command of Japanese, [lowever; our eonvers
gation wag internixed between Japonese and Baslish, end for a while
T thoucht that he night be & Kibel who spoke rather geod Mmglish,)
When you feel it here (stomaeh), you've got to fights What the
hell, if the army inducts us, what's golng to happem to our fathers
and mothers? Vhose golag %o take care of them I'd like to kmow?

Myself: Sure, but we've got to think about the Nisei problem too,

I7 the Mlsel lose their ciltizenship, where do we stand? If we say
Ko to question 28, we're going % iose our e¢ltlizenship for sure,
Vhat the hells the use of fighting a losing battled

Aki: Sure, wmaybe it's.c loging dbattle, Dut when are we going %o
S SE o R 1S RIS CaEes B 80 mad that I den's oave
what happens, I've got some proporty back in Bellevue where I come
fron, but I don't care what happens %o that., All I ecare is that
our rights haven't been recognized, and now they come %o tell us
that they want us In the army., Our citizenshlp im't worth a god-
denm if the keto aren't going o give us our rights,

Myself: I don't argue with you at all on that point, OF course,
our rights haven't been recognized, And you damed rights we've
go'b to flght for it, Vhat we needed %o do was to start fighting

or it long age., Bub what I'n saying i1s thot this is the wrong time
to fight, I we fight thils lssue, we'ro golng %o find ourselves
without eitizenship. Hell, it won't dake mueh for the people of
the Tnited States to et riled up enough over tals thing to pass

an anmendment to the constitution demanding that our righte be

taken wway, Vhat I'm saying is that there's no use fighting a
losing batile,

AkS: Vell, goddamit, when are we supposed wo fight, liem, this is
the tine--right now, It's when all the guys feel it rightv in here
that you can get them %o act together,

Iroelf: VWell, I can't tell right now when we ghould start %o
fight, What I'm saying is t you can't buck e whole nation une

less ‘ve got soume to fight with way of let ne
mmtlggu wixatgl think of treatment biveésy the Germans rgﬁt agter




Pebs 3T, 16un mhouse

the end of the last war, It was right after the last wap that the
natione of the world, on the side that wap vietorious, should have
given the Gemmns a f'j.ghtina chanee to recover thmmoimas: but they
weren't given that chance, It was after 4932 when Hitler came to
Power, however, that the Allied nations should have begun to olamped
down and started to fight, But they didn't, DBoth times, when the
portunity was offered, the allied nations did the thing,
What I'n saying is that there's a right time for everyth The
same things Grue 1f you want %o o ize a strike, You ean;t ecet
anywhere you suddenly eall people together, who've gotten mad
over somgething, and them to strike, Oure, they'll strike, but
the etrike doosn't last because there's no organiseation, Youlve
got to organize for anything, end the Nisel aren't organized to fight
right ximgi Jesus Christ, if we strike now, we'll all be ian one he
of & piciktle,

Akd: Chribt, the Tssel have been saying the Nisei haven't got any
guts, That we're afraid to buck the keto, TYou know what ocne of
ny Cauecasian friends up in Seattle, & ©lg businecss man who's gotten
gonewhere in the world, vold me, e gald, *The trouble with you
Nisel is that youlre f},iway'a orying about something, but you never
go aut end try %o do something about 1%, Even the g tell us
hat, Why,some of the Cauces teachers quit beoause they didn't
believe In ¢his registration, And what the hell are we doiang) not
a goddam thing, S

iyoellt Vell, maybe I think too much chout these questions, Xaybe
one should go by one's feelinge about a situation, But it seems to
me that we've got to start from the conditions mzm as they are. The
tize for us to have fought the whole goddam business was bLelfore the
evacuation, Now, if we tackle the Cauvecapgians we haven't got a ehance,
‘e nisht ag well get ready right now for deportation,

fkis I don't kmow, MNaybe it &5 a losing battles But goddamit, when
you feel it in here you've got to fight, All the Nisel have to

get together and start fighting, It' & whem things go hard with

- you that you leern to fightj you begin to feel like you've got some
gute, Tou can tell the difference right away between the pecple
from Veshington and those from California, The Californis Nisei
know how o fight because they've always had to buck prejudices,

Up north, we're soft beccuse things have been eacsier, You can see

it right ewvay, This is the time; wher the hell are we going to £ight
if not now,

lyself: Well, if you go on that assumption, ckay, cure we've got
t0 fight, Il cveryone feeclp that way, maybe the f:est thing to do
g to mako 4t & real battle, But i1t peems to me that just to fight
beeause you're good and sore isn't going to get you aaywhere, You
get the satisfaction of having made a battle of it, but what else
are you going %o have to show, It's like & kid who's been kicked
around all his 1like, OSuddenly he doclided to make 2 fight of it
but since he's never fought belfore, he gets licked, You can admire
the kid, but it doszn't get hin anything, '

Akis Vell, when the hell are we supposed to start fighting then?
You kmow what this whole relocation business 1o all aboutl The way
I look at it, the Government's trying to scatter us so that they
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we won't be able to aét as a group, low the hell are we going to
fight as a group ir we're all soattered$l

lMyself's Vell, I don't knows All I've got %0 say is that this im't
the time, What gets me is that the Nisel didn't start fighting

and organizing earlier, Christ, we might have gotten somewhere if
we fought it out at the time of evacuation, That was the time to
fight, low, if we take issue with this registration, I'm telling
you, we're all going to be people without a country, Vhat we should
have done was %o get organized five years ago, ten years ago, You
can't build up a Pighting organization overnight, Vhet in the hekl
were we thinking about then besides girls Cfriends, playing backet=
ball, and that sort of thing, e knew that diacr!nﬁnatinn existed,
ue knew that there was delinite danger for us in case there waz a
war betwean U.S. and Japan, What the hell were we thinking about
then.

Aki: dell, maybe I'm wrong, but I still think we've got to fight
now when people are good and sore. [How else are we going %o orga=
nize the Nisei except when thoy're really woriked up over a problom,
I adnit we should have bean thiaking about thils thing long ago,
We've boou ©oo0 easy woling all this tiue.

Myself: oSure, we should bhave been organizming and fighting all the
way downe 4’8 our own fault that we've gotten inte this mess,
lie should have been using our heads dong a=zo,

Wyseid: Akis Yes, that's true, Ve can't blamo anyone else for our
getting into this hell hole, Guye around here are blaming the JACL
for getting us inte this mess, but 1 think it's our own fault all
right.

Myself; I wuite agree, The ZACL never has eppealed to me very much
but it's a lot of boloney that thoy were to blame for the eveacuation,
It's because the lilsel as a whole are what they are thet the JACL 1is
wiaat it is,

Komure (older brother, entering): I think the JACL had a lot to do
with cetting ue in here, If they hed steod up at the tinme of evacue
ation and fought it out, we would have gotten somewhere, Look what
they've done this time with militery service? They're always licking
the pante of the Caucaslans,. J

Aki: lio, I don'tthink we can blame the JACL, It's beocause the Nisél
es a group didn't teke interest in the organization that the leaders
did what they did, No, we can't blame the JACL, le're the one's
who are at fault,

lyself; Oure, if the Nisei had their eyes open, they'd be organizing
riecht now) anda they would have organized to prevent the ovacuation,
They should have bean out there making themselves powerful enouch

g0 that they ocould gang up against the suys who wanted us oub of
California and Washington and Oregon, <Thore are pleaty of whites

who believe In us,
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Keomre: Yeh? UWhat organizations of white would help us out?
labor uniocns

Myself: Well, the €3¢ for le, There's one orgenization that

we should have been tied up with.

Aki: What the hellj I was meuber of an trucker's union and what
the holl did they do. Put ue all in & separate group without any
powcr.

Myselfs OSure, the ATL, but why the hell have we been afraid to
join up with the CI0O, There's one organization that defended us,

Yoummure: Well, that's truc, You know down our way there were pleaty
of Japancoe who never met Caucasians and have nover known anything
cbout them, I always went around with them, but the Hisei were
afraid even to approach thei,

Akd: That'ps true. Dven up our way they used %o be afraid to
o near Ghe CaucRSiIaNs.

U Qiky 00 Ul UL ceswesvoves

alzd:  You kmow, Irofessor Iehdhashl's Just walting vo ux see ue
lilsei start fighting.
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The conversation was broken up by the dinner bells I felt
deeply dissttisfied with ny argunanis, In retrespoct, they all
gpoeied terrlvly weak and ilneffectual, I felt elated o the extent
that I did cagt doubt into the minds of uy opponent and they did
concede points %o me even though they started out with a belligercat
dogmatism, Assoon as I viewed my discussion quietly, I realized
that what I should have clearly indicated was the lmpossibility
of angwering guestion 28 other tham by a "Yec", unless I intended
1o repatriate. JThat was the poiant to drive home, thet there could
be no question of at least that poict, OFf course, we have to fight
for ocur rizhts. Dut shere are ways and neans, cnd those measn
aven't foasible unleoss we have declared our allsgiange and are ace
susxlly loyal Angrican citlizens.
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The questions and answers presented at the Joint meeting of
the planning board, block managers and council on the 15th was to
be mimeographed immediately and be communicated to the people en
the same evening, but because the mimeographing could not be com=
pleted on the same day, the block mectings mf were postponed one
day until this evening, This evening at 7130 p.m,, however, &
meeting was ecalled at our block, Tom Uyeno of the eouncil acted
as chairman, and Tom liaekawa, block manager, and Mr, Shigehara
of the pismmning board sat at the head table,

Uveno read off the questions and answers from the mimeograph-
ed sheet, The reading in Japenese and English took time, and the
people listened with impatience =nd some boredomg The floor was
then opened to discussion, ;

Mr., Aokit It seems to me that these gquestions and answers are ab-
solutely useless, They have been prepared, as I understand it, by
My, Coverly asnd Lt., Carroll at this project, but we have no guar-
antee that what they say is necessarily what the Government actual-
ly thinks, The men here can say anything they want, but they have
no suthority to assure us that what they say are the esetual faects.
Unless we can commmicate with Washington, D,C. and Imow exaetly
what is in the minds of the people there, I can have no confidance
in the questions and answers presented us tonight, lWhy, this thing
doesn't even have the gignatures of Wr, Coverly and Lit, Carroll,

Uyeno: Certainly we got their signatures. It doesn't appear on
these mimeocgraphed sheets, but ou the original copies they bear the
signatures of both Mr, Coverly and I, Carroll, Ue wouldn't accept
anvthing like this without getting signatures to verify the ques-
tions and answers,

e, Loki: You mean the originsl shects hagte the signatures of both
these men on them? (reply: {(Shigehara and Uyeno)) Yes, yes, of
gourse,.,) Lut how are we %o know that the Government or the war
Dept, wouldn't change thelir minds about these things. IHHow do we
know that Mr, Coverly and Lt, Carroll have the authority to speak
for the Government?

Uyeno: 0Of course, we don't know anything certain about that, But
ir, Coverly represents the WRA and Lt, Carroll is here from the Wer
Dept. so that they must surely be delegated with some power to speak
for their respective agencies,

Aoki: I understand, I didn't realize that you had gotten their sig-
natures. That's elear now,

ir, Imai arose to ask a gquestion concerning one of the points brought
up in the gqueetions endanswer sheet, It was surpriging that Imai
limited nimself to such'a point for he generally makes a speech

when he gets the gloor.

There was elight lull in the meeting, and I wondered if the meeting
was to brealk up without mmeh further discussion, Mr, Uyeno, Tom's
father, had come in in the meantime and was standing near the front
of the messhall, He asked for the fTloor,
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Mr, Uyeno (father): I had originally intended to stay away from
this meeting since it seemed impossible to do anything about the
situation, Yet, the more I have thought about the matter, the more
it seems to me that there must be some points that must be givem
conzideration, and for this reason I have decided to enter into the
discussion once again, A4S you kmow, on February 19th the cases
testine the conetitutional rights of Nisei are to esppear in Sen
Pranciseco before the District Court, A% this time the rights of
Nisel as eitizens is to be tested, and from these hearings we shall
learn what ig meant by the citizenship rights of the Japanese
Americans, 1 think it asking too much of the Nisel to reglster
for selective service when their citizenship status has not even
heen clarified, Without knowing what rights are to be guaranteed
them, how cam the Hisel say whether they will f£ight for the United
States or not? I think the wisest thing for the lNisei %o do is

to wait until the deeision from the trials of Feb, 19th are known
and then to rezister accordingly. There i& no hurry about this
matter, and the Nisel ghould give the question a great deal of
thought before registering. \hy don't 21l the Nisei in this bloek
get together and make one decision to not register untll the trials
nre over and they kmowmn what thelr citizenship stotus 18 If a
unified stend is taken, the Nisei will be that much strongers

Tom: (Tom had started to objeot, but his father kept on tallking

+he louder until he finally finished,) I don'tithink this is en
{gsue on which all of us can make a single deecision., vhether we

a person wants to swear allegiance to the United States, O whether
he wents ho swear allegiance to Japan is etrictly a personal mate
ter, 1t ism't something in which the whole block can &et together
and Porce evervone into a single decision, As far ac the Feb, 19th
trinls go, there's no time to wailt for the decisions to be handed
devm from them. I refuse to aecept any proposition Tor @ uniiied
action on the matier.

Komure, Ray: No, I disegree. T think this is the time for all
the HHisei to get together and make & gtand for thsir rights, I am
as willing as enyone else 10 ghoulder & gui for the United States.
But before I do that, I wanit %o kmow three things. In the first
place, there has been a lot of diserimination against the Nisel in
the amiy. 1 think it's pretty bad when Wisei who are even willing
%0 give up their lives for thelr country are discrininated ggainbi.
Another thing I'd like %o know is, When avre the newspapers and mag-
azines going to stop printing adverse aceounts Hof the Japanese,
The Government can control these expressions, end yet they permit
these thinge to continuwe, I think we should slso wait to find out
now the government is going to take care of our mothers, fathers,
and sisters before we go into the army. iet've got to think of our
parents; we Hisei ecan't just go our own wWay without congideration
for our parents, Ve should demand that the Government give us an
answer on these three polnts before we register. The Nisei should
wite bhemeelves to gain these demands,.
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Tom Uyeno: Listen, the question is not whether we're going to regis-
ter or not, Ve sl 1¥ have to registers it's compulsory. This is
t's not something in wheieh we can make up our

an army order, and 1
own minds about it

Mr, Uyeno: I assune we should do things as demoeratically as pos-
sible. lell, I see rothing more demoocratie fham for the block Ni-
sei as a whole %o vote on this gquestiom and aet as a group, Take

a vote and see what the majority opinion is, and then let wveryong
abide by that opinion.

Tom: Papa, wait e minute, You don'?l know what yeu're telking about.
(Several hands were waving in the air asking for the floor, I had
been esking for the floor for some time, end as I saw the opinion
sawying in 8 direction contrary to my own desire, I decided to stand
up’ and demand the floor. Tom recognized NGy )

Myself: (In Japanese) Since I camnot speak with facility in Ja-
panese, I shall beg forgiveness and speak in BEnglish.

¥ayema: Speak in Japanese. Thet Japanese 1s good enouvzh for me,

Myself: Let me speak first in English, My feeling about the pres-
ent situation is that this is not the time to Tight out the 1issue.
The time Lo fight for our rights was at the evacuation, and before
that, We should have been organized and ready to meet any antis
Japanese agitetion thaet might break out with an outbreak of war
between Japan and the United States, Bub if we hesitate %too loang
about this matter of registraticn, I am sure that we are going to
find ourselves without citizenship. This iz not a matter over
which we can wait. 7The agency with which we are contending is the
War Depts, 2and they are not a group that waits on ceremouny, Note :
for instance their action with regard to the anthracite coal strikers.
The ermy did not hesitate in that Instance to demand unceremonious=-
1y that the tens of thousands of ceig workers return immediately
to thoir work, If the Army can demand of workers producing the
precious coal that they couply with Governmental deuands, what do
you suppose will be their paesition with reference To ourselves, a
Pew thousands of Nisel whom they are asking to join the army, If
we hesitate for leng about reglstering our allegiance %o the United
States, we shall cerbtaluly find ourselves without the chance o
declare ourselves one way or the &thaer, Ve will auntomatically
forecwear our citizenshir to the United States, When it comes %0
a matter of which nation I am to chose for my future home, however,
T want to have the freedom to make an individual choice., On the
guettion of making a citizenship cholce, I object q;cz. having anyone
dictate to me what government I am to follow, Sincé I feel that
continued hesitation on ocur part ebout registration is bound to
lead to the situetion in which the question of which slde we are
on is parameunt, and not the question of whether or not we will
register, I request that mo action be taken which will bind us to .
an all»b.'l.colc decision., I went sufficient Tflexihility to decide

for myself when I am to register, if I Cforesee that there is no
value in waiting any longer,
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Komure (younger): Liﬁgen we're not afraid of the army. What if
they should come in% As iang ag our fundamental rights aren't
recognized, what's the use of registering for the army, Right now
our citizenship paper doesn't mean a thing; we might as well tear
it up and throw 1t in the fire. Ve want to know what we're fight-
ing for before we agree to join the army,

lyself! That's not the point I'm argulng. I'm saying that if we
hesitate too long, we won't have & chance to make up our minds
which counabry wefrg going to declare our allegiance for, I'm

not agfraid of the army's coming in, although I dod't think I'd
particularly llke it; but our oltizenship does mean something as
long as we retain it, What I'm ariging is that if we hesitate
very much longer, we shall automatically be without eitizenship.
Under the circumstance, I want the flexibility of condition by
whieh I may make my own choice as to which fiation I zhall seek my
future in. I do not wikh to be bound by an all~block decision to
act in one way or thek other; when it comes to the question of
choice of citizenship, T thiank the question is strictly individual,
Of course, we should demandx our rights as eitizens, I think, for
example, that we might ask the President of the United States that
he mention, in ohe of his speeches to the people of the United
States, his confidance in the Issel and Nisei, He has do®p as
much Tfor the Uermang and Itallans, it weems that he should be in

a position to make such a sptatement for us. This is a better way
of attacking the problem than hy making demands,on particular points

which I doubt very much we could get. ATF pronloen

Jed Xomure: When I said our eitizensghip dooma't mean anything, I
didn't mean that 1t is something to be thrown away, I said that in
the heat of argument. But I think we should ask the Covernment to
recognize some of our rights, and we should demand that the Pregi-
dent meke such a speeeh as lr, lMiyamoto menticned,

Mr, Uyeno: Dut what is the uce of declaring your eitizenchip to the
United States when Xhmx you don't know whet thet citizenship means,
Why not wait until the trials are over and then you will know what
the stand of the Government is concerning your eitizenship? I sug-
gest you take a vete of the bloek to seec what the sentiment is on
the proposition,

Tom Uyeno: No, I objeet to any suech a vote, The question of choice
of cltlzenship is sn individual matter, and we should keep it suech.
Every person has the right to decide for himsefl
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Our block met again at 7:30 this evening to hear the reply
from the administration through the Council and the Plenning Bd.
Tonm Uyeno was to be chairman ws usual, Some seventy persous, both
Issei and isei,were present tomight.

ay, mother, Miehi and I chose a seat in the back which T
thought desirable since it might become necessary to walk out of
the meetinge I have come 10 dread these meetings because the nec-
essity might arise at any time when I might agein have to defend
my minority opimion, but I was resolved not to open ry mouth un-
leas an urgent situation appeared., I noticed that v, A, and Mr,
k., were decidedly quiter tomnight than they were tinis morning, 1
was ¢lad to see that T. who has been one of the worst hot-heads
at our weebings was not preseat, and wondered if Liis brother had
Porced him to stay at home because of his extreme tendencles at
these meetings. LU, has not been at the meetings ever since he
was guizzed by the administration for alleged atiempts to influ-
ence opinion in favor of non-registration.

Tom started the meeting by explaining what had transpired at
the Couneil meeting of todays The discussion there of course had
to do with the release of the boys from block 42 who had heen taken
by the army last nightyfor refusal to reglsters Tom explained the
refusal of the WRA snd the army on all counts of the proposal plae-
ed before them by the Council, and the conscquent deeision of the
Council to resign since they had no alternative.

The Council's request consisted of several points. (1) They
requested (or demanded,as Tow expressed it tonight) that the 32
bove who had been taken to Jail by the army last night be returned
undonditionally. This requeet was refuseds (2) The Council demend-
ed that no further ineidences of taking boys for not registerin
be attemvbed by the YRA or the Arny, This too was refused, (8
The Council requested that eny Turther registration be done by
sending the questionneives through the mail end adlowing individu-
alg ©to enswer by mail, This, too, was refused, (4) The Coumeil
reguested that no influence be used by the teachers or the army
representatives at the time of registretion In atteuwpting %o al=
ter the enswers given on question 28, or 27, This request was made
because of numerous reporis that the questioners frequently placed
congciderable pressure on individuals who cnewered "lio" %o question
83, in an sffort teo change their view to a "Yes," The WRA declared
that the poliey followed hitherto would be continued, In other
words, every reguect or demand based on the demands of the people
in the morning meetinge had been rejected, and since These were
essentially uitimete demands beyond which no further negotiation
could go, the Council was clearly up against e solid barriers

Tom Uyeno then went on to explain the conseguent decision of
the Council to resign on masse. At the end of the foregoing ques-
tion and enswer period with the administration, Coverly then turn-
ed upon the Council and deelared his lack of faith in the orgeniza-
tion. From his standpoint, luch of the present difficulty arises

fron the wnwillingness of the Council to take a definite gtand back-
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ing wup the registration. The responsibility of the Council is to
take leadership in the affairs of the commmity, especially when
they are given information by whioh they may make their decisione.
Since the Council had ¢learly evaded the leadership demanded of
them, the administration had definitely lost faith in both the
Council and the Planning Bd. On the other hand, the Council and
Planning Bds. had e¢learly lost the respect and cooperation of the
people. The effort of the Council to stebilize the cormunity and
bring about an attitude of cooperativeness hed produced lititle re-
sult, and the community hed come to view both of these organiza-
tionsg with suspicion, It was evident, therefore, that the only
alternative was for the Counecil teo resign, not singly, but en
megse. 4 new Council with new views might be able to produce a
golution that had not occurred to the previcus members. 7This mass
signation, however, did not mean the dissolution of the couneil
s an erganization; 1t celled for & re~election,

The Planning Bd, likewlse resigned en messe, except for the
seven Planning Bd, directors. Since the city eharter etill remaiss
and the Plenning Bd, is a ereation under the charter, the P.By migh
continue ag & functioning beody. Lience, the resignation was brought
about,not as a dissolution e the P«B., but rather for the same
reason offered by the Councils [, Shigehara likewlse spoke ex~
plaining briefly the reascns for the resignaticn of the F.B,

(it should be added that there had been enormous pressure upon
the Council and F,B, for the lest two weeks. The disposition to
resign, therefore, was strong amongske the members of both orga-
nization., In a sense, the imiovable barrier presented by the
refusal of the administration end the army was an excellent ope
portuiity for these representatives to do exactly what they de=
gired to do=-t0o resign. Indeed, their perconal safety had been
jeopordized Ly the necesgity of trying to urge upon the people a
point of view which was distetseful te them, and nothing pleased
these revresentatives more than to be relieved of the responsibility
which rested on them asg long as they held office,)

The plan was to re-eleet the P,D. neuber from each bloeck ime
mediately so that a Board meeling might be held tomorrow morning
with the new membership. The re-election for the Council would
wait a few days until the mechinery was again established for sueh
a re-election, The election of the block representative to the P,B,
wag thug the first topic on the egenda fTor tonight,

lir. Lo gharted off by suggesting that Mr, Shigehara retain the
position, and implicitly he suggested also that Tom Uyeno remain
the councilmen for the bloeck, Mr, A, declared that the bloek ap=
preciated the work done by these men thus #ar, and thet since it
would be disadvantagedus to change representatives in the middle
of a crisis, that it would be better to retuin the present repree
gentatives, Inekawa, block manageyr, was pow in the ehair singe
Uyeno who usually took thet posi ion absolutely refus§ed tong h
declaring that his work was now finighed, and Mr, Shigehara took
the same stand, Immediately after Mr, A, Tinished talking, Uyeno
erose end expleined again why it wees necessary that the couneil
resign. I!&r, Shigehara likewise explained hip position and deelined
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to accept the position for a further term., Mr, A, again rose and
said, "It would be unwise to change representatives the middle

of a crisis such ag thig, While recognizing that yours is a great
respongibility, you should for that very reeason see this thing
throuzh to its eompletion, I am sure that we, as people of Ghe bloek,
are behind you; for the sake of the bloek ﬁeople, we agk that you
continue to asswue the responsgibility whiech we have placed upon

}"Ou-n

Tom undoubtedly must have been irritated by these remarks :
egpecially since they came from the man who had, with others, %ean
ampng those who had placed the greatest diffieulty in the execu=
tion of his task as councilman from the block, Tom pointed out
thet the deeision of mass regignation had not been made withoud
carcful congideration of the problems @t would ereate, but it had
been decided ginee there was nothing further the eouncil could
do under the circumstance of the impasse that wes met, Iir,s Shige=
hara further elaborated his position, and bluntly dedlined to ac=
cept the position,

r, K. then arcse and requested that Mr, Shigehara resume
the repponsibilities he had mlready underteken, X, was the one
who, this morning, had created such a turmoil in the block neeting
by making rather extreme statements and agking for extreme demands
from the representatives. Tom and Shigehsra were adamant in their
refusal 50 further accept the position, (In view of the fallure
of these very men who were asking Tom and Shigehara to resume thelir
fromer positions to cooperate in the conduct of pact block meetings,
I could not help feeling that both the represeatatives were justie
£ied in rejecting theilr proposals,)

This first ghase of discusgion about election went on for some
time, about three quarter of am hour, Tinally convinced that
My, Shigehara would not return to the post of the P.B,, Maekawa
then asked for nominations, but none were fortheodming, After a
congiderable hesitation, Mackawa then suggested “hat he himsell
would name the nominees (five in all). This was agreed to, and
Maekwuwa named Mr, Acki, I, Komire, Ir, Imal, Mr, Shinozaki, and
someone else., The whole thing wee disrupted by Mr, Aoki's lumediate
refusal to accept the nominatiom, followed by lir, Komure and Mr,
Imai, each of whom offered his rosrective execuses for not wishing
the positions., These were the very men who had caused the most dif-
ficulty in the matter of registration in our block,.

T+t was then declded to take a ballot without nominations,
with the person getting the highest number of votes winuing the
office. lire Lokl hed 28 votes, Mr. M., Kawagaki had 20, lr. Ed.
Kewasaeki about 16, Mr, Komure had 10, and Mr, uhinozaki had 6,
Leain each of them men declined their nominations in turn, Con-
giderable pressure was placed on Mr, Aokl since he was the logical
man for the position, cspecially in view of his radical puvsuit of
a policy of nonsregistration, but he made one excuse efter another
and Tinally walked out when ﬁis wife came for him and waved him
out of the place, 1ir, Fawasaki and Mr, Xomure declined the office
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on grounds of illness---aceeptable excuses since these men were
both really ill. (ir, Kewaseki died the next morning of heart
failure probably resulting from the excitement of the past weeits )
However, in view of some of Mr, Komure's rather rash statements

of the same moming, to the effect that it made him wrathful teo
think that people were standing in the way of trying tc do some-
thing for the 54 Nisei who were taken yesterday when he himself
wag willing to give his life for the sake of their cause, his meek
welk-out of this evening seemed rather inconsistent,

Thus., the meeting dragged on for almost three hours in an ef-
fortto £ind someone for the P.b. 4an intermission was called about
10:00 to serve sendwiehes and tea whieh the eooks prepared. Bub
aven afcer the intermission, nothing definite was declded,

In the meantime, sevaral Kibei walked nossily into the meebts
ing, They had eppareatly just finished their sesslon at the 420
messhall, snd they seemed te have something important to pregent
to0 the block peaople.

1th regard to the P.B. represeutative, it was finally decided
ir. Loki es the official representative, and have Mr,
Shinozaki go as the proxy for tomorrow morning's meeting, MNMr, S,
accepbed, though with definite reluctance froum his daughters who
were present, and he asked what he should inquire aboub or repord
to the P«Be t9uorrow. Here again nothing concrete came of all the

diseussion. R.K., & Nisei, who had sarlier shouted at the Isgel
after their long delay about electing a P.B., representative, ¥
"ihat's the ratter with you Issei., TYou've been telling us that

we don't have any gumption, that we don't Imow how to stond up

for our rights and fight, and yet you can't even elect a2 represen=
gative to the P,B, in this crisis,” now arose again, ©Salid he,
"IListen, you can't let those 3¢ boys who were taken from bleck forty-
two yesterday rot in jail. Ve've got to do something, If we leawe
this matter up to the Kibei, I tell you we're going to have blood
shed, and we've got to do something about it ourselves., Now, 1%
seems to me that if we got together all the parents of boys who

are already in the army, and have their representative lsaders 20

to Mr, Coverly and ask for tue release of all the boys that we might
get somewhere. These parents have boye in the army already, and

the administration should be willing to listen to thelr plea,”

his was the only suggestion forthcoming, snd it secmed that
the meeting might adjourn on this gueit note. However, at that mo-
ment N., a Xibvei whom I had previously considered rather intelli-
gent but of whose intelligence I have come to question in the past
weel, arose and begsn to shout something about "Those boys who were
taken to the jail frou block 42, Are you going to let them rot
there without doing anything for their sake; let them sacrifiee
thenselves for us without ocur trying to do something for themi®
Other Kibei got up and kept barping on the matter of the "52 boys
who were baken inte—the—ermy vy the army and placed in jail,"” The
phrase had become a gymbolism for them; I doubt very much that the
Kibei fellows were really thinking in terms of the welfare of the
boys as sueh, but rather of the boys as symbolic of the resistance
the Jepenese should put up against the registration. They had been
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saerificed; this was the view foremost in their minds, As I listene
ed to their frequent repetifion of the question, "What are you

going to do about the 52 boys from block 42 that have been saeri-
Pileed?" I could not help remembering the story of the 47 Ronin who
have gone down in Japanese dramatic arts in the "Chlushingura" as
syrbolie of the seerifieing spirit of the Japanese people, Here

was the same sentiment that was being called upon,

This portion of the meeting was broken up without further
progress in suggestions or ideas when two Kibeil ruffians walked
in, or rather swaggered in, with a piece of paper in tkm hand,
I,,who is im the minds of the .block people a t“rofessional loader!
and a good-for-notiing who has never commanded the resgpect of any-
one in the block heretofore, walked foxward the length of the center
aiste with the paper in his hand, vhile the people sat in silenece,
1. shuffled down the middle aiske, hip back slightly rounded and
his. head sluffed forward as they always are, I had always regard-
ad him 25 a meaningless small fellow whose weak mouth displayed
gomething of his character, but tonight he looked typically the
small-time gangster. The chest of paper was hended to Tom Uyeno,
who read it in silence and then turned it ovey te Tonm lMaekuwa who
wag now the chairmen, Maekawa finally ra# read the thing off.

The essence of it was that the people of the project were
petitioning for the following peints:

1, Thet the undersisned be treated hereafter as Japanese nae
tionals.

That the undersigned be taken at bayonet points just as were
the 51 boys who were taken by the army fron block 42 and be
given the same treatment as they were gebting.

That the undersigned be granted the privilege of ebsolute
non=registration,

laekawa was obviously hesitant about placing such a petition
before the people to sign. He turned the matter oveyr to cue of
the Kibei excusing hiumself on the ground that he could not, in an
official capaecity, tranemit sueh a petition to the peoples The
Kibei request was that the thing be signed there at the meeting
by anyone wishing to sign, and it epplied espeelally to the Nisel,
Maerxawa immediately objected that he thought this an improper proe-
cedure because it would ewbarrass thoge who did not degire to sign
the petition., e told the Kibei to take it out to the ironing room
after the meeting and sign up anyone interested in placing theilr
names on the list. T. lumediately retaliated that it wasn't a
question of pmbarrassments that it was a matter of spirit, Dut
T' g brother again arose, as he had done before to hold down his
hot-teupered brother, and said, "I don't think it's a good idea
to preduce such a thing here, 1t places Mr, Shinozaki who has
deelared his willingness to act by proxy tomorrow in an extremely”
bad spot. You'd better take that out te the ironing roouw after
the meeting," This elinched the matter fortunateldy, Zor T. can
be restrained only by his brother, and the paper was taken out,
The meeting broke upe
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T had pk been pleagsed most of the early part of the evening
because the matter of eleeting the planning board represenvailve
had so ohsiructed the meeting that no heated discussion could
talke place,on the mejor issue,ef-bthe—peeple, libther and lisy con=-
sidered leaving cbout the time the sandwiches were served, and I
thousht of it passingly too, but didn't moves I regrette& it later
when the Kibel entered and started their usual rumpus, and wished
thet I had left, for it seemed that I might again have to jeopardize
my safety further by having to find some way of backing out of this
business of signing the petition, It either meant stending up and
talking my way out, or just walking out on thelir meeting.

As we sat the®e during the last of the meeting, N, whispered
loudly to ancther fellow behind us, apparently for our benefit,
"onizht webre beating up the fmuys, I hears ie're tieing them up
in =k blankets and then take them unt soipwhere and give them
e sound beating.” 1 heard the Kibei meke the remark but hardly
took notice of what he seid shinking thet this fellow, whom I
have considered notable for his hair-bralned ideas, was talking
big again., Yet, I could imagine that there night be gonething

afoot.

The meeting broke vp shortly after that, end 1 think everyone
excepting the Kibei left with a serse of relief, that is, they st
have been glad the thing concluded without too extreme a proposi-
tion being stated. As I went out, several Yibei sesned to parade
out behind us, and I we ey of ny eyes as

2

ghey headed towerd the ironing roon, AK,, whose stand on the
issue I would not have known except for gseoing h at registration
iast Saturday, was walking near me so I went up ar whigpered %O

i those guys are buitting their
heads against a stone well, they think they een put their plansg
over by the usec of foree," Ie mrmred agreement, iHe has been
very Triendly the lest sevoral days,

-

him, "CGod-daxm these guys, Now that

Miechi, liay, mother and I went eover to lother'g, and we sieood

around talking in & low toune among ourgelves, The ironing room

wae near by, Jjust around the eorner from mother's barrack, and 1
could Tesl the nearness of the ruffians, Miehi had been obviously
_more upset’ by the ¥ibeite rermrk ahout beating up people tonight,

ag wers mother and Mey, They talked among themselves of the desir-
ability of our sleeping at their ploce kmduy tonight instead of
saking chances with the situation at our own apartment, ilichi was
especially concerned that X, mizht have observed us this afternoon
when we toolz all our notes down %o the Billigs with Tomand Tomil,

She must have been more upset than I recognized, for when we finally
decided to teke our chances at home, Michi went %o bed with mueh

of her clothing on in anticivetion of our escape if anybhing shoudd
happen, The plan was to jump out of the rear window, i Ghe op-
portunity permitted, and run across ths Pirebreak toward the Billigs.
Frenkly, 1 didn't think much of the idea, however, for the firebreak
i@ wide and dark, and Michi could not run fast epough to stay ahead
of any "touchs", I felt that in the event of a real atvtack, I

would have to fight it out, and while I felt some little fear, yet

T waited with a 1ittle antieipation of a possible fight.




The following resolution appeared in the block 5 men's wagh-
room on Sunday morning, February 28, It was originally proposed by
the Kibel group, but is alleged to have been written by some Nisei
lawyer, Some people declare that the writer was Harry layeda,
" Mueh was made of the fact that this resolution would be sent to
Seeresary of War, Stimson, on Sunday, and it was felt among most
Kibel and sympathetie Nisei that the registration should proceed
on the basis of answers to these questions, On lMonday, however,
both Major Marshall and the administration denied having received
or seen a eopy of this resolution, Several Nisei who heard that
the resolution had not been submitted to the administration seem-
ed guite upset for they had been banking on registering according é(ﬁ’
to the answer received, a’:;)b
A
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TEXLT OF RESOLUTION

We, the citizens of the United States of America, residents of
the Tule lake Reloecation Project, Newell, Celifornia, in order to
perform our duties ag Loyal citizens of the United States and in
order to uphold the prineciples of Demoecracy as established in the
Constitution of the United States do hereby state that:

Whereas, we the citizens of the United States have been asked
by our Government to pledge our unqualified allegience to this
country.

iihereas, we feel that we have given our fullest cocperation to
this program of evacuation,

Whereas, the Government through the Federel Reserve Bank has
failed to proteect the peocple.

Whereas, we have temporarily surrendered many of the rights
and privileges of citizenship whieh we have heretofprre enjoyed.

Whereas, we suffered losses of homes, properties, work, freedom
of movement, separation from friends, and all things we felt dear to
us without protest,

iihereas, we wish to prevent im the future, the mass evacuation
or confining of citizens without trial,

Whereas, we feel that there is only ome class of citizenship
in this country and & loyal eitizensof one race should not be treat-
ed eny different from another.

Whereas, we believe that some of these things mentioned above
constitute a violation of our eivil rights.

#nd whereas, we belleve sincerely and honestly in the prineiples
of freedom of sppech, freedom of worship, freedom of the Press
and freedom of Assemﬁlage ag embodied in the Congtitution and its
amendnents.
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Therefore, be it resolved:

1, That we ask Secreatry of War, Henry L, Stimson, that after a
thorough investigation by the Military Intelligence and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and other Federal Authorities that persons
that are cleared should have absolute freedom of movement and the
choice of returning to their homes.

2, That we request President Roosevelt to give us assurance
that he will use his good office in an endeaver to secure all con=-
gtitutional and e¢ivil rights as American Citizens,

3. That the security for the Issels be assured,

4, That we ask President Roosevelt to0 use his good office to
bring favorable impression to the publiec regarding the loyal citi-
zens,

5. That we ask that those Isseis congidered by the Covernment
as being not disloyal to this Covernment be classgified as "friendly
aliens”.

6. That we have the CGovernment note the advantages of the good
publicity to be gained by disbursing Nisel soldiers into the Army
at large rather than forming a separate combat team; and that the
Government further note that the education of Caucasian soldiers can
be made through deep comradeship that grows between soldiers facing
a common tesk and thereby educate the Americen publie.

7. That the Covernment recognizing that we are fighting for the
Four Freedomg am embodied in the Atlantie Charter chould epply these
demoeratic prineiples to us here at home,

8., That we belleve that if satisfactory answers can be gimen
by a Bovernnent spokesman, preferably the President of the Unlited
States to these questions we can go and fight for this, our country
without fear or qualms concerning the seocurity of our future rights,
If satisfactory answers cannot be given, we bdlive that the consgti-
tuticnal rights have not been upheld and we see no reason why we
ghould recister without due knowledge of our citizenship,

And be it further resolved, that we respectively ask for imme-
diate angwers to the questions in this resolution,

(This resolution was posted in handwritten trenslation in Japanese.
On the Japanese translation of the resolution, the following epi=-
thets appeared: The God Dammed Bastard Who Wrote This Ought to be
Shot. The Nisei who wrote this probably couldn't read Japanese

and hence didn't understand what was written there, His was then
probably a general objection to the effort of the Kibel to restrain
the registration program,) '




The following pamphlet was gosted in each of the washrooms
throughout the project by the Kibel organization on the early morn-
ing of February 25, 1943, The original copy showed many typograph-
gcal errors and poor stencil cutiing, not to mention innumerable
grammatical errors which are presermed in this eopy. On the copy
posted in the men's wahroom, block 5, someone wrote in during the
first week of Harch the roliowing remarks in large pencilled let-
ters: "God Damn Lie" (in the upper left hand corner, "Pro-Japs"

(at the bottom of the sheet; and crossed out the whole thing with
twe bold strokes.
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Registration Information

Why you should not Register?

Why you should not decide yourself black or white--yes or no
on your statement Form 304 A Selective Service. Do you know that
the Politicians and the American Leglion are doing their best to enact
the new laws or amend the elauses in the Constitution, in order to
cancel our citizenship? Do you know that if they procure the written
statenents as evidence to prove thelr case in the Supreme Ccurt and
in Congress, they could enact the new amendment to revoke your ci-
tizenship? Your fathers and mothers came to this country and labored
arduously for yeers, by saving their money they bought the properties
and 3and in your names, I am sure that you are aware of the fact,
that it is of no avail to throw away your properties, your lands and
your farm equipments, Do you know that Uncle Sam needs your farm
equipments, —be-yeu-ismew your monoy and lands by other means less
expensive, if poszible? Congressmen and the Army are looking for
the evidence whiech is your statement on Form 804 A, whether it states,
"Yes™ or No" to enact the new laws or amend the clause in the Consti-
tution to make it legal domestically or internaticnally to econfis-
cate your property. They could take all of our statements to Con-
gress immediately. If there are many "No's" and less "Yes's" in
our statemments, then we will be overruled by the majority "No's",
No, means that you ere willing to denounce your privileges and
rights as an American citizeng Then they could define all of us
disloyal, they could cancel our eitizenships, thus meking us enemy
aliens. Our properties will be classified as enemy alien properties,
meking it legal to confiscate legally our properties. They could
confiscate your money, land and ferm equipments or use it without
your permission, When this happens you will not be able to make
any complaints to the Red Cross, the Spanish Copnsul or to Japan.
The written statements of your "Yes!'s" and "No's" will be used against
you, Even after this war you will not have any rights to be able
to claim for damages, because of your statements, If Uncles Sam
cancels your citizenships and confiscates your land and money with-
out your statements, then the Red Cross, Spanish Consul and Japan
could do something about it, Politicians will say that if you do not
perform the obligations of a citizen then you should not be entitled
t0o the rights of a eitizen in reference to your written statements
whereby making it possible for Congress to enact the law or amend ihe
clause to the Constitution to cancel your citizenship in a legal




way. If Uncle Sam confiscates your lands without your statements
then you could complain to the fullest extent about it to the Red
Cross, the Spanish Consul and to Japan, If you sign the statement,
then Japan, the Red Cross and the Spanish Consul will not be able
to do anything for you, In order to enact new laws or to cancel
your citizenships, the United States Covernment needs your written
statements as evidences to refer to,

4As you know the Americen Legion is the largest political organi-
zation in the United States. They could influsence others easily
against us, the Emppican~Japanese, The American Legion had the
resolutionsaadopted long before Dee, 7th, 1941, to put us in the
concentration camps., As to this, the Army used the Legions petition
to put us in Relocation Centers. WNow, Leon Happell of Stoeckton,
Callf. commander of the American Legion proposed the removal of all
Japanese residing in the United States to some swall islands in the
South Seas, after an American victory in this war, and also opposed
enlistment of Japanese in the American Army end Navy and requesting
the Army to take over the eontrol of the Reloecation Centers. There
was a similar resolution passed in the American Legion Pogt at Hood
River, Oregon to deport all Jepanese Aliens end eitizens alike back
to Japan after the war. Their resolutions were proposed to extend
to the rest of the American Legion Posts thoughout the nation,

The politiciens and the Army desire to cancel your citizenship
in order to eonfiscate your lands, your farm equipments, and similar

machinery, and your money, They do not wish to pay for your equip-
ments, machineries, and your lands, Beware---of vour written state-
mentes that will be used against you and to

(The bottom of this sheet was cut off with a knife by someone, but
statements in other washrooms were said to have completed the note
of caution with the urging that noone register. The sheet was cut
off on the same day that it was posted,)




Joint lieeting of Planning Bd., Council and Block lanagers.

February 15, 1943 A}L‘M

The meeting today was called for the purpose of answehing the
questions submitted from each of the blocks following the bloek
meetings of last liedensday night, A meeting was held by the execu-
tive group of the Planning Bd. and the Council to decide when the
meeting should be held, layeda's view was that Monday would be
early enough, espeédally since Coverly and Lieutenant CaXkoll!s
replies to the questions would not be ready Before then, Shirai
for some reason felt that it was urgent to hold e meeting sooner,
and resigned forthwith whem the others decided against his pro-
posal of meeting on Sunday instead of Monday. However, he must
have somehow been reconciled over the weekeend for he was in his
usual position at today's meeting.

The emergency meeting was called for 1330 p.m,, but by the
time I arrived aroumd 1l:25, the whole hall wes almost packed. All
the block memagers, councilmen, and planning board representatives,
were present almost without exception, end enpudiende of almost
100 persons gathered besides. To bring order into thils jarmed
hall, lir, Yamashita of the Planning Board requested that the bloeck
managers atc., sit at the first two tables by wards, while the
rest of the audience sit in the row furthest baek., Only the repre-
sentatives were %o be permitted the fldor. The audience was elear-
ly a heterogeneous mixture of Kibei, liisei and Issei, all with a
very soumber appearance. Apert from the invited Caucasiens, Doug,
Cook was the only other Caucasian from the staff, and some of the
soldgers of the recruiting team were with him, I, Coverly, Mr.
Frank Smith, and Lt, Carroll, arrived a little late and took their
places at the head table beside Harry layeda, chairman, Mr, Yamashita,
Planning Board chairman, Mr, ¥mm Ikeda, Planning Bd,, Noboru Shirai,
Ex, Seety. of Counecil, Bob Ota, Chr, of Block Managers, and Hev.
"Father" Dai, Planning Bodrd and interpreter. A P.A. sycten was
set up with Father Dal at one phone and Harry liayeda at the other.

1 sat in the back row in a coimer, the only seat I could find,
but all the discussion could be clearly heard from that point., Seve
eral Issei were seated around me diseussing the question among them-
selves before the meeting began. The opinion expressed was, "As
far as the Issel are concerned, it's clear where we stand, But
the Nigei problem is a more difficult one, However, as I see it,
the issue has to be decided individually," The murmired conversa-
tion went on, ©Said someone, "Say, look at the number in the hall,
They should eharge admisgion, they'd make a lot," Said another,
"Yah, charge maybe ¢5.,00 to the Caucasisns up there, and 1l0¢ to
the rest of us,” The remarks were made jokingly in Japansse, but
one felt that the remarks refleected thelr feelings.

Harry lMaydea started by introducing the Caucasian pucsts, for
whon seattering applause was of'fered, particularly by the Nisei,
but Coverly got the most. !ie then explained the pmrpose of the
meeting as that of eanswering the gquestions which had been turned
in, and he further requested that discussion be refrained until
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the questions had all been answered. layeda also announced that
block meetings should be held tonight on the basis of the questions
answered today, and designated three persons, the block mamager,
councilmen, and pkamning board representatives, to act jointly as
ehdrimen of their respective block meetings,

(See question and answer sheet from Coverly in mimeographed form
for the further discussion that took place.)

The gist of Coverly's answers to the questions submitted may
be sunmarised as follows!:

Tt is not necessary to answer most of the guestlons pertain-
ing to question 28 since a gubstitute question has been of=-
fered and the questions no longer are pertinent.

Recistration of applicants for leave, both Issei and Nisel,

is compulsory.

The whole program 6f leave clearnace is to expedite the pro=-
cesa of leave clearance by having the army henédle the matter
all at one time, .

There is no possibllity of answering questions at present per-
tajning to the problems of returning to former homes on the
Pacific Coast, gaining citigenship for the Iessei, etoc,

There is to be no forced relocation if the people do not wish
to relocate,

Tt is not possible to answer at present the jmplicationsZof
the Ceneya Treaty of 1926 on this matter, as to whether the
evacueesd are considered "prisoners of war?, or azain whether
the evacuees may be required to answer questions of this type.
o defnite penalities have been deternined as yvet for those
who Pail to answer the questions of form 126 revised (Issei).

There were in all some 60 questions whiech ilr, Coverly answered
but menv were concerning deteailed problems, lMost of them ¢buld be
answered under the points brought out above, DBy =2nd large the
answers to0 the questions seemed wnsatisfactory in the sense that
the fundamental problems troubling the minds of Issel, and the
impossibility of removing their fundamental frustration of being
unable to return to their former homes under former conditions can-
not be met.

Lt. Carroll was then called upon to spealk, fe read again the
gtatement from the Jjar Dept. under the signatvure of Secty. Stimson
and slso the statement from the Dept, pertaining ©o the recruiting
of Nisei for the combat team, His emphasis was on the faet that
a careful perusal of this stateuent would answer almost all the
questions raised about the problem of volunteering fop the combat
team, Carroll ended with the statement, ny failure to comply with
the registretion of lisel for selective service is subject to the
penalties defined in the Espionage Act of 1917 by which the delin-
quent may be given a magimum prison sentence of 20 years arg a
fine of 310,000, or both,"” The last stadement caused a stir among
the Nisel, but the Issei response was inestimable because the state=-
ment was not translated,
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The discussion started following these statements by Coverly
and Carroll.

Oghima: (Nisei) Verious programs have been introduced by the WRA

in the past in which no adequate preparation has been given. Yet
they have heen handed over to the bloek managers and representatives
to present ,che peopler and every time we've taken a baating be-
cauge of the WRA. We've been placed in a lot of difficult spots
because of these mistakes of the WRA, but this one beats them all,
ay I agk that the administration hereafter give us all the infor-
mation before we are asked to present anything to the people, p

Goverly: (with a grim face) We have given you all the informationas
fast ag we've got it €rom the proper offices.

Tanemura: The answers given to many questions today have been high-
1y unsatisfactory. As far as today's discussion goes, the answers
are so fague in many instances that it would have becn juct as well
if we had had no meeting at all,

Coverly: I have given an answer to every question that was asked
on the guestionnaire., If you find my answers satisfactory, it's
because you haven't asked the questions.

Tanerura: You have sald in your replies, "This is a question for

the War Dept, and so I cannot angwer,” or "The WRA poliey has not
been clarified on the point," How do you expect us to bring answers
like that back to the people and expect to keep them quiet? The
gsame questions are going to come baeck at us and we won't have a
chance of trying to prevent any reaction,

Nofiwa: have several questliong from my bloek people that I should
like t0 have answered. (See aceompanying question-answer sheet).

Miura: Ilir, Chairmen, I'd like to say a few things. The evacuation
heg placed the people in a very diffieult position. Ve have all
had to give up homes in whiech, in many caseg, We have ahd-te lived
for many years. e have given up farms which our fathers worked
and improved, sometimes over a period of twenty or thirty years.
Some of us heve given up property which was valued at thousands

of dollars, and often at a tremendous loss. We have done all this
without complaining because we felt that by evacuating quietly we
might cooperate the war effort. Now we want to ask the Govern=
ment and the WRA to stand behind us, Won't you help us to try to
regain some of those things which we have lost, ile have given our
loyalty to the United States; won't you try to help us in getting
some of those things we are asking for. Mr, Coverly, if you would
try to help us, I am sure the people would be back of you on any=-
thing you say,. :

Coverly: Yes, I will try.
Wimra: I am a member of the planning board and I must report back

to my block people tonight, I must explain to them what took place
here tmxixkk this afternoon and try te bring them to' a point from
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whdech my block people can make some decision about the matter of
registration. Ilowever, in the discussion today I have fummi been
unable to derive any fundamental prineiple whieh I may offer to the
people as & meens by which they may arrive at some deecision, Some
underlying principle 1s wanted so that we can use it as a starting
peint in our thinkingi but for myself I have been unable to find
enything in today's discussion that brings out anything c¢learly in
my mind, If there ic anyone here who can tell me what fundamental
prineiple for making decisions has been offered, I should like to
hear him., I do not eare whether that individual is a block manager,
a councilman, or a member of the plamning board, if sayone can

give me this underlying principle of decision, I should like to
hear him, (applause)

Coverly: What the genéleman says makes a lot of sense to me, It

is certainly desirable to arrive at some fundamental principle

of thought in order to decide gbout this question of the registra-
tion, The fundamental principdle that may be suggested is that

of self interest, The 'RA is trying to make the registration for
leave clearance now wo that the process of enabling leave will be
facilitated. If everyone is registered all at onee, the matter is
greatly simpligied for all of us., If you look at the thing striet-
1y from the standpoint of self interest, it would Beem e¢lear that
there should be no question about the registration,

(Coverly, however, had missed the entire points In the first place,
the Issel have no degire to relocate anywhere else, Furthermore,
celf interest is essentially an American concept and is secarcely
understandable to Japansse who constantly think in terms of mie-
tual or collective action.)

Shirai: I should hike to make gome comments on the question of the
prineiple to follow with regard to these §oint meetings., The pur-
pose of these meetings 1s to hold frecuent discussions of the
present quegtion whieh Sroubles us all. Ve cen't offer you the
answers that will enable you to make a decision, but we are here
to diseuss the problem so that through this discussion we may ar-
rive at some clearer idea of what it is all about. This, I think,
is the prineiple which we may take back to our bloeks, tfhis Te=-
ply, while very semsible, received only a very eool response,)

(A fellow who had been sitting next to me, an Issei about sixty
years of age with the mien of a farmer and a not especially intel-
ligent face arose, stamped his foot, and asked for the fleoor. He
was not to be permitted the floor according to the original ruling
2t the start of the meeting, since this feblow was neither a coun-
cilman nor plamning board member, When lMayeda ilgnored him beeause
of the other arms in the air, the fellow walked forward into the
next alsle, in the middle of the hall, and stood thére asking for
the floor, Someone pulled him back, however, and made him sit
down to quiet him,) | ' -

A few more questions were asked but the meeting broke up at 4:30
because the messhall had to gtart preparations for supper,.)

I met Muts, my cousin, on the way home, Said he, "What a hell of




Joint Meeting
Fe'b. 1‘ s 1943

a meeting, I might just as well have stayed home and read a good
book, Hell, those guys had nothin' to say. Why don't they send
us an officer with a little more brains, That guy just read his
talk; but we've read the things already in the papers, All we
learned was that we'd get fined and imprisoned if we don't regis-
ter.




