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I n t he af t er noon J oi nt  meet i ng of  t he Pl anni ng Boar d, Counci l  
and Bl ock Manager b9 i t  was deci ded t o hol d bl ock me t  l ags t hr ou li-
out  t he pr oj ect  t oni ght  t o di scuss t he i mpor t ant  quest i on of  r egi s-
t r at i o n / The pr uposo of  t hese meet i ngs was t o be, as t he af t er noon 
meet i n ; vas , t o r ai se t hose quest i ons whi ch r i s e i n t he mi nds of  
i ndi v i dual s concer ni ng t he quest i ons on t he r egi s t r at i on f or m; but  
i t  as not  t o be a di scuss i on of  t he po i nt s of  vi ew or  r eact i ons t o 
t he quest i ons , 

j .bout  120 I s s ei  and Ni s ei  met  i n t he nesohal l  at  7:00 o 'c l oc k . 
The meet i ng was ur i sual  f or  i t s at t endance (usual l y not  no r e t han 
2 per sons, most l y I s s ei , at t end) and f or  t he pr ompt ness wi t h whi ch 
t he peopl e gat her ed* I s s e i  women wer e r el at i vel y f ew i n number s, 
but  I s s ei  l ien and Ni s ei  f el l ows and ¿- i r i s wer e al l  out  i n l ar ge 
number s. Tom Uyeno st ar t ed, t he meet i ng as chai r man. 

Uyeno br ought  out  t he di scuss i on of  t he af t er noon meet i ng and 
t ol d t he peopl e what  was under  di scuss i on t oni ght . Ther e had been 
many obj ect i ons t o t he r egi s t r at i on quest i onnai r e because of  t he 
l ack of  c l ar i t y as t o t he meani ngs of  some of  t he quest i ons . I n 
par t i cul ar  quest i on £8 on For m 504- A and 1B6- A Revi sed whi ch i n-
qui r ed i nt o t he al l egi ance of  evacuees was f ound obj ec t i onabl e, 
i he mat t er  had been r ef er r ed t o l l r . Oover l y by Har r y :nyeda and 
t he f or mer  pr omi sed t hat  he woul d send a l et t er  t o >/asi Unoton i n 
two or  t hr ee days when i t  had been f ur t her  ascer t ai ned t hat  t he 
xrueot i on was unanswer abl e. Uyeno poi nt ed out  t he i nj us t i ce of  
askJ ar  t he I s s ei  t o expr ess t hei r  v i ews on al l -̂ i ence t o t he U . S . 
and com ent ed t hat  t her e wer e some at  t he af t er noon m©et $a#vj h© 
had openl y dec l ar ed t hat  t hey woul d not  agr ee t o sl ; n t he r pr i c-
t r &t i on or  t hat  t hey woul d pr ef er  t o say "Ho . " Uyeno was ext r eme-
l y car ef ul  i n hi s st at ement s, r ecogni zi ng t he pos i t i on of  t j i e I s sei  
yet  at t empt i ng t o r es t r ai n t hem f r om t aki ng r ash ac t i on. i n-
t r oduced I r . Shi r ehar a who had at t ended t he af t er noon meet  as 
r epr esent at i ve f r om t he bl ock t o t he Pl anni ng Boar d. I ' 

Li r . Shl êhar a st ar t ed by decl ar i ng t hat  he i s new i n hi s posi -
t i on as P l anni ng Boar d r epr esent at i ve, havi ng been el ect ed onl y 
dur i ng t he past  weak t o t he pos i t i on i n vi ew of  t t r . Uyeno (t he el der s) 
r es i gnat i on, and apol ogi zed f or  h i s l ack of  knowl edge &bout  t>ie sub-
i oc t . II© t hen went  on t o dec l ar e t hat  ho had sampl ed t he opi ni ons 
of  t he Pl anni ng Boar d members i n t he adj acent  bl ocks» Bl ock*, 4 and 6e 
and wi shed t o pr esent  what  t hey had t o say. Mr * Obayashi  o f  Dl ook 

i- a- : GO l a r ed I hf t l  t Ui s was per haps t he ..jort  l apo r t Wt  *ueet i «l  TO 
conf r ont  t he peopl e y et . s f ar  as t hose l i i ooi  ove: - 1 f ear s ar c 
concer ned, t hey ar e pr esumabl y mat ur e and of  ar e and a r c supposed 
t o be abl e t o t hi nk f or  t hemsel ves. He i mpl i ed t hat  t hey shoul d 
be al l owed t hei r  per sonal  dec i s i on on t ho quest i on, but  t he r egi s-
t r at i on r equi r es a l l  t hose over  17 year s of  as©» a&d wi t h t he l at -
t er  ar e gr oup t he par ent s ar e i nc l i ned t o have consi der abl e i nf l u-
ence i n t he f o r mt I o n o f  opi ni on, or  at  l east  wi l l  des i r e such i n-
f l uence. I n consequence, t o have a spl i t  i n t he f ami l y may cause 
di r e di f f i c ul t i es and somet hi ng neekl s t o be done t o r est at e t he 
quest i on. For  hi s own par t , Mr . Shi êhar a i s i nc l i ned po my f f i l oH 
i n r epl y t o t he quest i on of  swear i ng al l egi ence t o t ne uni t ed t̂ at eo 
and r ej ec t  l ag t he J apanese emper or , l i any at  t he af t er noon meet i ng 
had expr essed t hi s Api ni on, and he was i nc l i ned t o agr ee wi t h t hose 
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v/ho expr essed t hat  v i ew. However , t he nat t er  i s a di f f i c u l t  one 
t o answer. I t  i s an i ndi v i dual  ques t i on, and per  hasp fur ther di s-
cussi on of t he quest i on i s des i r abl e, 

uyono then r ead o f f  t he quest i on Ho i  28 whi ch i s the one 
over  whi ch most  of  t he di scuss i on has t aken p l ac e, " i l l  you swear 
unqual i f i ed al l egi ance t o t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca and f or swear  
any f or m of  al l egi ence or  obedi ence t o t he J apanese H ê r d r , or any 
ot her  forei gn gover ns»**, power , or  or gani zat i on?11 lie stressed t he 
demand f o r  ¡¡»qual i f i ed al l egi ance and the d i f f i c u l t i es i t  pl aced 
upon bot h the l osei  and Hi s e i  i n r epl y i ng t o t he quest i on, lie 

al so poi nted out that Mr , Coverl y had decl ared that i t would be 
permi ssi bl e to l eave the questi on unanswered or that a qual i f i ed 
answer might be gi ven, The f l oor was opened for di scussi on. 

Kawasaki ! Blest of us I ssei  have l i ved in thi s country for 
twenty or thi r ty years or mare, and we have recei ved pr i vi l eges 
from t hi s nat i on as wel l  as assumed r esponsi bi l i t i es in i t , #e 
are not ungrateful  for what w© have recei ved, but , on the other 
hand, we have had to st ruggl e for what we have gained,» One thi ng 
we have not recei ved i s, of course, our ci t i zenshi p and under the 
ci rcumstance we have regained ci t i zens of the J apan-
ese empi re, Consi der i ng thi s si t uat i on, i t seems to mo too much 
of the Povomment to ask that we si gn away our al l egi ance to the 
Uni ted Gtatos and rej ect the J apanese emperor, 3y the nature of 
our ci roumstanco, and by our natural  sent i ments, cannot rej ect 
the emperor* we have been rel ieved from our homes and have been 
forced to gi ve up our property, often at l osses amount l ag to 
thousands and oven to tens of thousands of dol l ar s, what assurance 
do have that in the future we shal l  be reimbursed for our l osses? 
I f the Government decl ares that we my return to our former hones 
and busi nesses, then perhaps we may be in a posi t i on to si  n our 

fl l eci eace« But i f that i s not the i ntenti on of the Government, 
wonder i f i t i sn't too much of the Government to ask us that we 

rej ect J apan and si gn our al l egi ance to the Uni ted States, in whi ch 
case we woul d be peopl e wi thout country, 

. fr« Imais Last Thursday evening X attended a meet i ng, and I wi sh 
to speak br i ef l y of some of the di scussi on that cane up at the time 
since i t seems pert i nent to our di scussi on toni ght . Our Proj ect 
Di rector was then expl ai ni ng to us the reasons for the new ro-
posal  to permi t Ni sei to vol unteer for the array, l i is view was that 
the Ni sei shoul d be gl ad of thi s opportuni ty to show thei r l oyal ty 
to the Uni ted States, By vol unteer i ng for the any , the Hi sei  are 
i n a posi t i on to demonstrate to the worl d that the evacuati on had 
been based on a fal se premise of thei r di sl oyal t y, i 'he question 
whi ch I asked was, why shoul d i t be the responsi bi l i t y of the Ni sei 
and the J apanese to prove thei r l oyal ty to the Uni ted states? Hwe 
not the «- merleaum by t hei r act of evacuati on demonstrated thei r 
unwi l l i ngness to accept on an equal  l evel  any other r aci al  group 
but themsel ves, I  r ecal l ed to mind some t hi n; I  had sai d to another 
f i rend of ni ne at one tin© more or l oss as a j oke, *I f wa» shoul d 
ever occur between J apan and the Uni ted St at es , we mi ĥt as wel l  
fol d op our busi nesses and head for the concentrati on coops.1 I 
had sai d thi s as a j oke, but what st r i kes me now i s the t ruth of 
what I had sai d, There i s no pl ace in the Uni ted States for any 
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but  the whi t © r ace. Look at  vi h&t  l a happeni ng to t h© col or ed 
peoples of  the sout h, and l ook at  what has happened t o us* 1 nder  
the c i r cumst ance, i s n ' t  i t  ask i ng t oo much of  us t o gi ve up our  
eons wi n* Siave whom we liar© car ed f or  and br ought  up over  a per i od 
of t went y year s and more? I f  we Bond o f f  our  sons, what  assur ance 
does the Gover nment  gi ve us t hat  t hei r  par ent s wi l l  be car ed f or ? 
What  assurance do t hey &i ve us t hat  th© par ent s of  the Hi s el  shal l  
not be reduced to pover t y and degr adat i on? 7hese wor e th© t hought s 
that occur r ed t o m© i n e nnact i on wi t h t h© di scussi on o f  t hat  Thurs-
day meet i ng, and whi ch I  t hought  mi ght  be o f  i nt er est  t o you t oni ght * 

Mr # Kawasaki t  On© quest i on whi ch I  shoul d l i k e t o ask her © i s, what  
does th© st at ement  nsan when t he Gover nment  dec l ar es! ' ����. t h a t  
ways shal l  be found t o r est or e you as qui ck l y as may be t o your  
normal  and r i ght f ul  shar e i n t he pr esent  l i f e and wor k o f  t he peopl e 
of  t he Uni t ed St at es . '(I 'ul can Di spat ch, Feb. 10, p . 4 f l s t  c o l . ) 
Does t hat  mean t hat  t he I s s ei  and n i s ei  shal l  b© per mi t t ed t o re-
t ur n to thei r ol d hones and bus i nesses and carry on under  nosmel  
ci rcumstances wi t hout  f ear  of  danger  f r om anyouel  I f  t hat  i s what  
i s Meant , t hen per haps we might s i gn our  al l egl enco t o t he U. S . 

Ton Uyeno: Ho , I  am sur e t hat  i s not  what  i s meant . I t  s©©ms hl ĥ-
l y i npr obabl p t hat  we woul d be per mi t t ed t o r et ur n t o t he Pac i f i c 
Coai ;t  dur i ng a per i od of  war , and i t  may b© quest i onabl e as t o t he 
f ut ur e. Sc at 's t he pr obl em we'r e conf r ont ed wi t h. I f  we cay, "Tee" 
t o Guest  i on number  88, t hen w© get  i t  i n th© neck . I f  w© say �Ho" 
t hen we got  i t  i n t he nock agai n. Wo» r e i n di f f i c ul t y i n ei t her  
case, and wo need, t o gi ve car ef ul  t hought  t o t hi s mat t er . 

Koiaur© (younger )? I  want  t o apeak as a Ni s e i , a c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed 
St at es . As f ar  as 1 am concer ned, my answer  t o quest i on number  28 
i s "No" I  (Eomur e i s a E i be i , and he spoke i n J apanese.) (appl ause) 

I m i ! I f  t he Ni s ei  ar e sent  t o t h© bat t l o f r ont s , i t  m y be e j ec t ed 
t hat  t hey ' l l  be sent  t o t he f or ef r ont  of  bat t l e, J ust  as t he Hegr oe© 
have been sent  f o r t h, And i n th© a n w* ar e t he Ni s ei  per mi t t ed t he 
sai l© pr i v i l ecos as anyone ol so? ĥey ar e not . How can w© hope t o 
expect  f ai r  t r eat ment  under  any ci r cumst ance f r om t h© ket o . Th® 
kat .o ar e out  t o save t hei r  own, necks , and t hey onl y come 
r uS3i af> t o us f o r  hel p when W\ nead i t . Y et . t hey <;iv© us not hi ng 
i n r et ur n f or  what  t hey as k . I f  t he I s s ei  &i ga t hei r  na 20 s t o 
quest i on £0, i t  means t hat  t hey ' l l  be p eo p l e wi t hout  count r i es . 
u©111 be j us t  l i k e t he J ews who wander  over  thsr  wor l d wi t hout  any 
pl ace t o cal l  home. 

Ml n Aok l  (Ni s ei ) i  I ' d l i ke t o say a f ew wor ds concer ni nc t he pr ob-
l em of  th© Ni s e i . I t  seems t o m t hat  we need t o st ar t  f i ght i ng 
f o r  our  r i ght s . We've been ki ckest  ar ound a l l  our  l i ves because 
of  r ace pr ej udi ce, and i t ' s t i me t hat  we st ar t ed doi ng somet hi ng 
about  i t . . hen we wer e evacuat ed, we d i dn ' t  say anyt hi ng agai nst  
i t , and di dn' t  move a f i nder  t o pr event  i t ; t hat ' s why we*r e her e 
t oday, Sver ywher e we've gone, we've been di scr i mi nat ed agai ns t . 
I n ¿cat t l e th© J apanese c oul dn't  get  home© i n 9/10t h of  t he ar ea 
r es i dent i al  di s t r i c t s . The Hi s ei  have been di scr i mi nat ed agai nst  
oven i n t he ar my. I  don't  t hi nk we shoul d go cm t aki ng i t  f or ever . 
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.©»vo cot to take i nto consi derat i on our parents too« I f we'r e 
t okm i nto the a t h e Government i sn't goi ng to guarantee thei r 
l i vel i hood in the post- war year s, 

At i di e l i l i es 2 don 't see Why there shoul d be any quest i on about the 
B i ae i  s i t i n g t he r egi st r at i on. As hang as the r egi st r at i on i s eon-
pul aor y , l a there ¡my reason why we shoul dn't si r a? I t hi nk i t ' s 
pr et t y c l ear  what our ei t i aeaehi p al l egi ance i s. 

Ton Uyaaoi  I t hi nk qysel f that the Hi s©i probl em i s the aore di f -
f i cul t of the two» I a r̂ eo that i t ' s aski ng too ouch of the I ssei 
to decl are al l egi ance to the uni ted States and forswear al l er i anco 
t o t he enperor , but that probl em i s to be corrected i n the next few 

ays by Mr * Cover l y. But i n the case of the L 'i sei , i t ' s an a r m 
r ul i ng that ever y Ni sei c i t i zen has to f i l l  out the r egi st r at i on, 
and there» s no get t i ng around i t . The I ssei  have to gi ve son© 
cons i der at i on to the Ki sei i n t hi s probl em. 

I nai i  I  do n ' t  see t hat  t her e's any f ur t her  nec es s i t y o f  t he I s s e i  
di scuss i ng t hei r  pr obl em f ur t her , l a mgr. way o f  telakSag* t her e's 
onl y one answer  we can gi ve t o t t e < uost i on nmmer  28s ana t hat  
aasrwer  i s "No . " Don't  you t hi nk i t  woul f i  be neat er  and l ess de-
cept i ve i f  v/e a l l  say "I To" t oget her ? ( l oud appl ause) 

I t r . - - okil  On t wo occas i ons i n t he past  I  r equest ed t he j Wl  t o r i v e 
pemi s s i o n t o t he Ni s ei  t o f ar m t he l and her o at  Tul a Lake i a «ueh 
t l i o i,ar- v>. fe ŷ at: t ho a cooper at i ve, i n nuch t he sane way as our  Cen-
l auai t y I f ct er pr i se i s now oper at ed. I f  t h i s wer e per n&t t od, t he 
f ut ur o of  t he Ni s e i  at  l eas t  woul d be assur ed and t her e woul d be 
assur ance t hat  t hey coul d at  l eas t  mk e a l i v i ng her e i n t h i s ooun-
t r y . But  t he answer  of  t he P r o j ec t  Di r ec t or  t o t hi s r equest  was 
"! i O% 2he GoveHuae&t  does not  wi s h t he J apanese t o make any r aoaey 
dur i ng t he pr esent  war , and i t  seexi s t hat  t hei r  raain i nt ent  i s to* 
keep t he Ni s e i  f r ow havi ng t hei r  c i t i zens hi p r i ght s r eoogai aed* 
I f  t hi a i s t he t ype of  di sc r i mi nat i on t hat  i s t o cont i nue. 1 see 
no r eason why t he Hi s o i  si i oul d be i nduct ed and be f or ced t o f i r ht  
f o r  a nat i on t hat  does not  pr ot ec t  t hem. 

Koxaure (o l der  ber t h©*« I ' d l i k e t o say somet hi ng, and t hough I  
don' t  speak ver y wel l  i n J apanese, I  s hal l  ask your  f or gi veness 
and speak i n t hat  l anguage. I  t hi nk i t ' s ask i ng t oo much of  t he 
Cov emae»t  t o cone and ask f o r  our  hel p when t hey haven' t  r ecogni sed 
our  r i ght s as c i t i zens and have evacuat ed us f r om our  homes» J o 
have al ways h e m t r eat ed badl y . The hi s t or y of t he J apanese i n 
Amer i ca l i as been f i l l ed wi t h i ns t ances off* f i i ser  Sa n a t i o n . Even i n 
t he t her e l e t he s t or y t hat  a gr oup of Hi s e i  who want ed t o 
es t  down at  one t abl e wi t h a gr oup of kot o wer e t ol d t o no 
and eat  eonewhor o el s e. You know how "EEel i ei i r ocB ar e bei ng t r eat ed 
at  he pr esent  t i ae. ¿ad wven when v/e'r e asked t o vo l unt eer , we' r e 

A B » r l o e a ei t i aeag shoul d have, thaa I t hi nk 
we cdcht stop to conoi d or t i c probl em noro favorabl y ¿ T f c w 

f T * m o h « n a a w V I  t h S f w « shoSl d f l | g t  for our r i ght s rather than cont i nue to be ki cked around by the kot o. 



Bl ock 5 nest i ng 
Feb» 10, 1943 

r i n Aoki l  I want  to speak in J apanese. (The f i r st coupl e of times 
fio addressed h i s audi ence Sn Engl i sh. Hi e J apanese was extremel y 
poor and he scarcel y got hi s poi nt acr oss.) At present there are 
effort® in Cal i forni a to take amy r i ghts from Hl sei  by amending 
the const i tute». The my thi ngs took, we»re not oven goi ng to be 
permi tted to return to our former states. There have « w oeen 
ef f or t s to take away our ci t i zenshi ps ent i r el y, why can't we Co 
so »t hi n*: about i t ? Can11 we get organi se* some way and f i ght thi s 
t hi ng out ? 

Komure (el der  br o t her ) : Yoht t hi s i s the time to f i ght , we've 
been ki cked ar ound enough. 

¿- okis I f we j oi n the array» wi l l  the Governraent guarantee ci t i zen-

shi p to the Xssei ? 

Uyeao: I  don't  know, but  I 111 put  t hat  down as one of  t he quest i ons 
to the Pl anni ng Board. 

¿mot her : I ' v e hear d t hat  t he f i t t f t  ar e askea whet her  t hey woul d b© 
wi l l i ng to j oi n t he WAAC, but  when t  gi r l  asked t i f J apanese wer e 
t akne i nt o t he VJ AAC, she was t ol d t hat  t hey war  on't  at  pr esent * I s 
t hat  t r ue? 

t j yemo: Don't  know, but  I ' l l  ask t he pl anni ng boar d« 

"I n Aoki l  I t seems t o m t hat  t her e's no use our  answer i ng t he 
quest i onnai r e unt i l  t hose quest i ons a r e c l ear ed up, 1 uove t hat  
wo al l  refuse t o r egi ster unt i l  t he quest i ons ar e cl ear ed up. 

Uyeno def i ni t el y hes i t at ed t o t ake t h i s s t ep. Hi s posi t i on was t hat  
t he I l i sei  r egi s t r at i on was coi npul oor y i n t he sonso t hat  t he i i rmy 
i s t i e l andi ng i t  and you c an't  push a quest i on t o t h# ar ay t oo f ar . 
Mor eover , hi s i nc l i nat i on i s t o dec l ar e hi s c i t i zenshi p al l egi ance 

i t houuh he i s one o f  t he most  out spoken opponent s t o t he e vacua wi on. 

- tonure (el der ) ; Y es , X t hi nk we shoul d r ef use t o r egi s t er . e ' r e 
bound t o be di scr i mi nat ed agai nst  i n t he f ut ur e. Thi s i s our  chance 
t o make our  demands k n o w. . . . . 

ITofcaiaurm (ol der  I t t bei  speaki ng i n J apanese): Our e. We shoul dn't  
r egi s t er . I f  we al l  get  t oget her  ana deci ao - co say M£f o% i t ' s much 
bet t er « 

Honor  e( el der ) I  Bay, mi s t er . Thi s i s a Ni s ei  pr obl em.. Vou l eave 
t hi s di scuss i on t o us . We*r e t he ones who have t o deei ae t hi s i s-
sue 

l l aki  mur a: 3ur e, I ' m Hl s e i . I ' m a Ni s ei  t oo« 

Uyenoi  The pur pose of  t hi s meet i ng, as X s ai d, i s t o r ai se wes t i o ns 
pr esent  t o t he admi ni st r at i on and t he ar my, .e c an' t  deei ae a i i  

not  t o r egi s t er  or  anyt hi ng l i k e t hat . 
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Ul a Aoki * Why shoul dn't  we al l  dec i de not  t o r oc 1st  o r , Btfco a 
vot e anyway» 

Uyai oJ  Thi s i s on i ndi v i dual  pr obl em. 

:;t a Aok i : No i t  i s n i k . I t  concer ns a l l  of  us t oget her . I teke a 
vot e and goo how ever yone vot es on i t » 

{TJ yeno cal l ed f o r  t he vot e by r ai s i n, hands. The l at t er  was bug 
; est  eel  f r om t he f l oo r . Ther e was a def i ni t e maj or i t y i n f avor  of  
wai t i ng bef or e r egi s t er i ng. Uj reno di d not  cal l  f or  t he cont r ar y 
vot e t o save t he ski ns of  t hose who wer e i n oppos i t i on.) 

The i eet i »f  ended wi t h t hi s s i nce t her e wer e no ot her  quest i ons . 

: y per sonal  r eact i on t o t he meet i ng was wne of  di s r us t  and 
c i ocour oi i eamt . . y j Ui pul so had bean t o. st and up and t al k , but  
because of  w r esear ch i nt er es t , pl us per haps t he f eel i ng t hat  i t  
woul d be unsaf e t o do so, X f ai l ed t o openl y di scuss t he quest i on. 
That  i s , I  f el t  t hat  i t  was unwi se t o r i al : t ho r esear ch i nt er es t  
at  t he m>mm% f or  I  f el t  t hat  somet hi ng was bound t o happen i n t he 
near  f ut ur e whi ch woul d gi ve i m an opj i or t uni t y t o voi ce a def i ni t e 
opi ni on i f  t l ie need r̂ oee. 

I t  st r uck m t  however , t hat  i f  t hi s t r end cont i nued, i t  was 
t he begi nni ng of  end of  I I i cei  c i t i zens hi p. The Gover nment  i t s el f  
n l  ht  not  t ake di r ect  ac t i on, but  cer t ai nl y t he negat i ve act i on 
o f  t he l l i sei  t o ei t i aoashi p woul d gai n wi de publ i c i t y . her oas t he 
evacuat i on concer ned onl y t he t hr ee Pac i f i c s t at es i n t ho f f l Rl nt  
a decl ar at i on of  non- l̂ l ei  i ance woul d s t r i ke ever yone i n t he Uni t ed 
s t at es . J h© nat i onal  r eact i on was bound t o be ner at i vf c. 

The xsoet i ng «as c l ear l y dor si nat ed by t he I s s ei , and espec i al l y 
of  "¿lie c l &aoot  who f eel s t hat  t hey nave been .j i l t ed by t he Gover n-
neat . xUei r  r osea t uont  agai nst  t he evacuat i on i s t he mai n symbol i sa 
by whi ch t hey depi c t  t he di scr i mi nat or y act i on of  t he .kot o, i hose 
Ui s ei  who spoke up. t oo, wor e of  t he m m var i et y , .- .'he ."onu- e 
br ot her s ar e def i ni t el y Ja- . j anes*. I l i a Aok i , however , aas undoubt edl y 
boon i nf l uenced by hi s f ami l y , who f ear s t o have ht o i nduct ed I nt o 
t he a a n d he ht .i sul f , one ouapect s, has a st ake I n not  bei ng 
¿¿.duct ed i n t he sense t hat  he i s engaged t o a £;i r l  and. t r easur es 
l i k e cl ear l y and r omant i cal l y at  pr oseot . 

The ¿ i f f l eni t y wi t h t he raootini; was (1) t he r egi s t r at i on had 
not  been gi ven suf f i c i ent  pr o- put l i c i t y so t hat  peopl e under st ood 
what  t hey wer e t o r egi s t er  f o r , (3) as a consequence t he I s s ei  
aud Ui s e i  quest i ons, whi ch ar e i n f i act  separ at e i s sues , beoaia© i n-
vol ved wi t h each ot her . I  coul d not  hel p f eel i ar  t hat  f che I s s e i  
wer e J us t i f i ed i n obj ect i ng t o t he et at easat  of  t he S6t h quest i on, 
f or  i t  woul d obvi ous l y l eave t hen wi t hout  any i nt er nat i onal  st at us 
i f t hey * M M M t  "Y es . " But  t her e shoul d l v̂e been no doubt  on t ho 
Ui s ei  i s s ue. Tho l at t er , however , was conf used by i t s w3xi M& wi t h 
t he i .'i soi  I s s ei  i s cue. X vot ed for t he def enaaat  of  r egi st r a-
t i on f or  a f ew ye si nce i t  woul d c l ear l y s pl i t  f ml l i e s f o r  t ne 
Xosoi  to have to say "Ho" and tho Ni sei to say «Yeo" ( f ut ur e pr obe, 
wer e bound to ar i se them), but I  f as equal l y convi nced t hat  I  shoul d 
say "Yes" sooner or l at er . 
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1 wont to the bathhouse about 5J 15 in the evening to take a 
shower. I'he whol e i ssue of regi st rat i on was st i l l  muddled in rsy 
ni n& and t hough I  had thought that I  should si t down and thi nk 
the thi ar through careful l y taki ng up eaeh poi nt i n turn, I hadn't 
gotten around to i t , Iior were al l  the poi nts then cl ear hi  t ap 
Bi nd|  I coul d not  qui t© cl ear l y deci de what was at i s sue, what wor e 
t he assumpt i ons be in;: laade, what prognost i cat i ons one coul d mke 
of t he f ut ur e i f  one view or another were taicen of the i ssue, 

I  net  Komire (yovol ger , K i bel ) i n t he showerroon wi t h one of  
hi e f r i ends* 

Koumret ./hat  do you think of t he rer i st rat i on? 

l i ysel f  f  i  *r opi n{ ) / o I  see i t  the i ssue i s compl i cated by three 
r i ©ws, 'i r s t , t he I s ec i  obvi ous l y can't  answer  t hat  Bat h quest i on, 
and i f  t hay do, t hey her o t o s ay "l i o1», I  t hi nk t hat  me h i s r et t  ̂
c l ear ? i f  I  wor e an l ose* I ' d f eel  er ect l y as t hey do, Second and 
t hi r d, t her e ar e t he E l be! and Hi s ei  i s sues , Th© di f f i c ul t y i s t hat  
bot h �� - roups har e t o answer  t he sane quest i onnai r e* yat  t hei r  back-
i 'TOi md and pos i t i on ar e bound t o be di f f er ent . Af t er  a l l  t he Ei bei  
har e been i n J apan, t hey*r e bui l t  nr. sent i ment al  at t achment s t o 

<mt  t hoy know sonet hi ng of  t he count r y, and t hey s i r ht  er ea have 
�a sonne of  l oyal t y t o t he Enper or , I t ' s obvi ousl y d i f f i c u l t  f or  
t he K i bel  t o say M2TeaM t o t he cuost i on of  f or eswear i ng al l oc:i ance 
t o t he 3-  per or  of  «Tapan, i;\ .t  wi t h t he l l i sei  . , . , . , 

Lomi r e; You moan t her e shoul d be t hr ee di f f er ent  group® i n t hi s 
pr oj ect s You m m t o have one I s s o l , one K i bei , end one n i s e i  
cr oup each wi t h i t * s otsn i deas? 

Ll ysel f ; l i o, no-  /hat  I 'm sayi ng I s t hat  t he backgr ound f o r  each 
r .r oup i s di f f er ent  and i t  ?.rJ - es i t  pr et t y d i f f i c u l t  f or  cr reryoae 
t o answer  i n t he sane «ay , 

Afci  . (t he f±±t md, a K i s ei ) L i s t en, t hi s i s a pr obl em whi ch 
al l  of  us are i n f o r  i t  I n t he sane way. Cur  c i t i zenshi p doesn't  
m m a dam thi nr ; i f  i t  di d, we woul On'- c har e been evacuat ed, X 
know r uys who t or e up t hei r  c i t i zenshi p paper  as soon as t hey heard 
about  t hi s bus i ness of  r a l̂ s t or ei &r  f or  vol unt eer  conbat  t r oops, 
1 hiov/ x\ ya who t hr ew t hei r s In t he st ove and bur nt  i t  up; and soiao 
«y e wi r t  and asked f or  «a ât r i at i on. God daac&t , we've r ot  t o 

f i nht  t hi s t i ne» A l l  t he Ki sei  have t o r et  t or ether anct  f i f h t  t hi s 
thi ng out » We'r e been ki cked ar ound caou ;h. Moat  of  lay f r i ends 
ar e pl ent y md , 

J  r nel i t  v hat  ar e t hey ned about ? I  r aeen, spec i f i cal l y what  ar c 
t hoy sor e about , 

Ak l  A, j  About  t he vo l uaMr y i nduct i on. Those meet i ngs Monday ni ght  
whd). t he a my o f f i cer s made t hei r  speeches. Tt i &t 'o what  t hey'r e 
sor e about , 

-  l ysel f t  Oh, X can under st and t hat . I t  bur ns i w up t oo t o see t he 
Icind of  s t uf f  t hey hand us . They ask us t o assunc t he r c opoas i bHi -
t i es of  j o i ni ng i n t he war  ef f or t  and car r y a r un» but  t hoy don't  
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t o l l  us anyt hi ng of  the pr i v i l eges that we deserve as ci t i zens* 
l i e 11» t hey' ve got  t o gi ve us some guarantees f or  t he f ut ur e i f 
we' r e oi na t o t o i » t her e and car r y a gun. But  ab f or  f U ht l ng 
t he l a sue out  r i * ht  now and her e, I  don't  agr ee wi t h t hat . Thi s 
i s n ' t  t he t i l i e t o f f c ht . I t woul d be a sel l - out o f  our c i t i zen chi p 
t o f i ght  t he i ssue now* (What  I  bad i n miad was t hat  a negat i ve 
deel &r at l oa agai nst  al l egi ance t o t he Hal t ed States was bound t o 
cause a t er r i f i c r eact i on t hr oughout  t he Uni t ed State©, and t hat  
i t  was a l os i ng bat t l e f r om the star t»} 

A3ci í  vhat  do you mean t hi s i s n ' t  t he t i mo to f i ght ? How i s t he 
t i me* Boy, t he whol e t i l i ng; laakes lie f i ght i ng md f  and I  f eel  i t 
r i  l i t  her o ( i ndi eat i n,; t he p i t  o f  hi s st osaach), "o ôr o no naka 
¿q y/ufoy/u no da {I ns i de t he soul  i s wher e you know i t s pr oper l y 
s peaHH T̂ he sKoul d >iavo s ai d, no naka ( ( i ns i de t he 
s t omc h)) s i nce t hat  was wher e he was*Thd£eat Sngt  and i t  woul d 
have been »r e t r ul y J apanese i di om, but  t he f el l ow was obvi ousl y 
n n i s ei  wi t h onl y a f a i r  o&msmá of  J apanese. However , our  oonvor -
sat i on was i nt er ui x&d bet ween J apanese and .i &r l i sh, and f or  a whi l e 
I  t hou: :ht  t hat  he t t l &ht  be a Ki bei  who spoke r at her  good Mgl i &h*) 
h s you f eel  i t  her © (st a- meh), you? ve , * t  t o f i ght * J hat  t he 

hal l , i f  t he arx$r  i nduct s us , what 's &oi ng t o happen t o our  f at her s 
and ¿.x>thers  ̂ .«hose no l ag t o t ake car e o f  t hem 1*4 l i k e t o t ow/? 

: T s el f : but  we've got  t o t hi nk about  t he Bi gei  pr obl em t oo* 
I f  t ne I Ti sol  l ose t hei r  c l t i aanshl p, wher e do we st and? I f  we say 
Ho t o quest i on SB, we' r e i  oi ng t o l ose our  c i t i zenshi p f or  sur e* 

hat  t he hol l a t he use of  f i ght i ng a l os i ng bat t l ed 

/- i l l  Su m, mv be i t ! a,a l os i ng bat t l e* But  when .are we goi ng t o 
f  1 :.it  I f  not  now? t £I n& nafco8 me so mm t hat  1 don't " car e 
what  happens* I ' v e got  sorie pr oper t y back i n Bel l evue whor e X eon© 
f r on, but  I  don't  ©ar e what  happens t o t hat * ¿..11 I  car e i s t hat  
car  r t sl i t s hava&'t  been r ecogni zed* end now t hey cone t o t el l  us 
t hat  t hey want  us i n t he ar r ay. Our  c i t i zenshi p i s n ' t  wor t h a cod-
dan i t  Vi e l i ete ar en't  goi ng t o gi ve u© our  r i ght s* 

Mysel f 3 I  don't  ar gue wi t h you at  a l l  on t hat  poi nt » Of  cour se, 
our  r i ght s haven't  Vean r o c an i zo d* .'¿id you dar ned r i ght s we1 ve 

fot  t o f i ght f o r  i t « What  we needed, to do was to s t ar t  f i ght i ng 
o:? i t  I on.; ago . 5ut  what  I ' m say i nj  i s t hat  t hi s i s t he t oc, t i ne 

tc f i ght * wo f i t f ht  t l ds i s .,ao, - /o'r o noi ng t o f i nd our sel ves 
wi t hout  c i t i zens hi p. ¿f el l . i t  won' t  &&o ur na for ¿he peopl e of 
t he Uni t ed St at es t o get  r ul ed up enough over  oni s t hi n > to pass 
an armct i asnt  to t he const i t ut i on dezanal og t hat  our r i ght s bo 
ta!:en «way , "/hat  I ' m sayi ng i s t hat  t her e's no use f i ght i ng a 
l os i n,: bal i  t i e* 

./el l , goddaml t , when ar e w© supposed t o f i &ht . thi s i s 
t he r 3¿ht  now. I t ' s when al l  the r>uys f eel  i t  r i ght  i n her o 
Uu.t you can c.et  t hem to act  t oget her « 

!| 'S0l f  : v;el l  I  c an' t  t el l  
f l i ght * v;hat  I ' m sayi ng 
l oss you've got pMtthl nf l  to f i ght wi th 
mention what I thi nk of the troatosnt ¿5 

r l j l i t  now váiea we shoul d start t o 
it you can't bmk a whol e nat i on 

way or  ana I  
t he Gerr :¿i as r : 
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the end of I I I l ast war« I t was Hfl fet after the l ast was that the 
nat i ons of  the worl d » on the si de that «as vi ctor i ous, shoul d have 
Ci mi the Gessane a r i ght i ng chance to recover thonael ves; but they 
we Mi ' t  gi ven that chance* I t v/ae after 4932 when Hi t l er cene to 
Sower» however* that the .ti l l ed nat i ons shoul d have benun to ol arked 
dovm end st ar t ed to f i &ht . But they di dn't . Both t i mes, when the 
oppor t uni t y was of fered, t he al l i ed nat i ons did the vr mg t hi ng. 
W;*at  I ' a sayi ng l a that t her e's a r i ght t i no for everythi ng, ni e 
oaae thl t(;e true i f you want - to organi ze a st r i ke. You can't get 
anywher e I f  you suddenl y ©al l  peopl e tog other, who* ve gotten md 
over  soi i et hl ag, and t el l  them to st r i ke. * ure, they« l i  st r i ke, but 
t he s t r i ke doesn't  l as t  because there*o no organi zat i on. Yòx&v® 
cot  t o o r m̂i ae f or  anythi ng, and the Ni s ei  ar en 't or gani sed to f i ght 
r i ght  now» J esus Chr i s t , 5jf  we str i ke now, we'l l  al l  :>e l a one hel l  
of  a p i c k l e. 

/¿ci : Chr i s t , t he I s s el  have beai  sayi ng t he Hi s el  haven't  got  any 
gut a« Ti uxt  we' r e af r ai d t o buoi : t he kot o. You know what  one of . 
XT Caucasian f r i ends up i n Seat t l e, a" o i g busi neos who 's cot t on 

Mocker © i a wor l a, col à ho . l ie sai d, t r oubl e :;i t h you 
S l f t l  i s t hat  you' r e a i m » t r yi ng about  SOSMt bi ng* but  you never  
60 ant  and t r y t o do soi  .et fcJ ns about  I t . " Even t he t el l  us 
i 'i i t » .hy f so&e of  t he Caucasi an t eacher s qui t  because t hey di dn't  
bel i eve I n t hi s r oc i s t  r at i on, An* what  t he hel l  ar c we dol aci  not  
a goddam t hi ng, 

¡.ysel f* .al l , my bo I t hi nk t oo ¿auch about  t hese iuestl oao« Znyi e 
ai o shoul d CP by one's f eel i ngs about  a s i t uat i on. But i t  seems t o 
ne f chat  - we've {,;ot  t o st ar t  f r on t he condi t i ons me as t hey ar e. 2he 
t l j e for u© to have f ought  t he whol e goddam busi ness was bef or e t he 
evacuation« I 'J ov, i f  wo tackl e t he Caucasi ans we haven't  got a chance« 

e ni  ht as r ol l  get  ready r i ght  now f or  depor t at i on, 

i h 15 I  don't  know, I&jybe i t i s a l osi ng bat t l e. 3ttt r ;oddai r J .t , when 
you feel  i t in here you've c ot  t o f i c ht . Al l  t he Ni s ei  have t o 
, et together and start f i ght i ng» I t ' b when t hi ngs o hard wi t h 
you that you l oam t o f i ght |  you begi n t o feel  l i ke you've got  soia© 
r.utc. You can t el l  t he di f f er ence r i ght  away bet ween the peopl e 
from � Gshi a ô n and t hose f r ou Cal i f or ni a. Ehe Cal i f or ni a r i s ei  
know how t o f i ght because they've-  al ways had t o buck prej udi ces« 
Up north, we'r e sof t  because thi ngs have been easi er . You con see 
i t r i eht away, - 'Jhit i s t he t ime; wher. t he hel l  ar e we o5n, t o f U h t  
i f not now, 

Li ycuXf? ./el l , I f  you go on t hat  assuE$t i on, okay, sur e we've cot  
t o f i c ht . I i ' cv©;:*yono f eel s t hr t  way, rr.yl  e t he best  t hi nr  t o do 
i s t o Lcl :e i t  a r eal  bat t l e. But  i t  seen'; t o ne t hat  J ust  t o f i ght  
l eeause you' r e good ami  sor e i m' t &ol ng t o cot you anywher e. You 
cot  t he sat i s f act i on of  havi ng xaade a bat t l e of  i t , but  what  el ee 

: 0 you t t i f i f i  t o have t o st af f * I t ' s l i ke a k i d who's been ki cked 
ar ound al l  hi s l i £e« ¿addonl y he deci ded t o smfce a f i ght  of  I t  
but  s i nce he'a never  f ought  bef or e, he s et s l i cked. You can admi r e 
t he k i d, but  i t  doesn't  got  h i n anyt hi ng« 

i i ci s '..'el l , when t he hel l  ar e we supposed t o st ar t  f i cht i ac; t hou* 
You know what  t hi s whol e r el ocat i on busi ness i s al l  about ? The way 
2 l ook i t , t he Gover oi aeat ' s t r yi ng t o scat t er  us eo t h t  t hey 
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wo w n H bo al l e t o ac t  as a gr oup, Yftm t he hel l  ar e w© noi r i n t o 
f i ght  ay a gr oup i f  we* r e a l l  scat t er ed? 

Uyo*I f  i  Wel l , I  don 't kno%v. Al l  I «vo got t o Bay i s t hat  t hi s i r a't 
tlie t i ne, ««iKit gets u© i s that the i i i sei  d i dn 't s t ar t  f i ght i ng 
and or gani s i ng ear l i er » Chr i s t , we mi ĥt  have got t en sossewhere i f  
wo f ou ;ht  i t  out  at  t he tii:a© of evacuat i on. That  was t ho t i n© t o 
fi<;ht . a w , i f  wo - oak© i ssue wi t h t hi s r egi s t r at i on, I *i a t el l  l as 
you, w©f  r o a l l  goi ng t o be peopl e wi t hout  a count r y. f r hat  we shoul d 
have don© was t o get  or gani sed f i ve year s ago, t ea year s ago. You 
can* t  bui l d up a f i ght i ng or gani zat i on over ni ght * - ¿hat  i n t he hei l  
wer e i- Q t hi ami n« about  t hen bes i des gi r l s f r i ends . pl ay i ng backet -
bu l l , and t hat  sor t  of  t hi ng. -  © knew t hat  di scr i mi nat i on exi s t ed. 
�0 ¿.new t hat  t her e vau def i ni t e danger  f o r  us i n ease t her e was a 
war  bet ween U*S* and J apan. »¿hat  t he hel l  wore we t hi nk i ng about  
t hen. 

Aki s e l l , ,.aaybe 1 ' u w r a u b u t  I  s t i l l  f chfcUc we've got  t o f f c ht  
notw. waea peopl e ar e P- ;ood ana. sor e. How el se ar e w r o i ng t o or r a-
ni zb une :; i s ei  except  whan t hey ' r e r eal l y wor fced up over  a pr obl em, 
X ac- ai t  we shoul d have ooen t hi nk i ng about  t hi s t hi ng l ong ago. 
We've boon t oo easy ? ©i nr  a l l  t hi s t i i ae. 

Ur so l f : ,'Ur o, we shoul d have boon or gani zi ng and fi rar fcinr : al l  t he 
way down. I t 1® our  own f aul t  t hat  we've got t en i nt o t hi s mess» 
uo shoul d have bean us i ng our  head© &ong a?o . 

¡t yr ol a1; A&i s Tes , t hat 1 s t r ue, we c an't  bl amo aayoa© ©Is© f or  our  
get t i ng i nt o t hi s hel l  ho l e. Guys ar ound her e or e bl ami ng t he ¿TA0L 
f or  f  et t i ng us i nt o t hi s i uess, but  1 t hi ai : i t ' s our  own f aul t  a l l  
r i ght . 

%s o l f s 1 \ fui t© ai r es . The SAGI  never  has appeal ed t o me ver y such 
but  i t ' s a l ot  of  bol oney t hat  t hey wer e t o bl ame f o r  :he evacuat i on. 
I t * s because t he Ui s ei  as a whol e ar e what  t hey ar e t hat  t he J ACL i s 
what  i t  i s . 

f ozaur o (o l der  br ot her , ent er i ng) i  I  t hi n*: t he J  A 01» aad a l ot  t o do 
wi t h r et t i ng us i n her e. I f  t hey had. st ood ua at  t he t i ae of  ©v. equ-
at i on and f ought  i t  out , we t  oul d have ot t ©» somewher e, ¿.«oo!: what  
t hey've done t hi s t i m wi t h mi l i t ar y ser v i ce! ''hey1 r e al ways l i ck i ng 
t ao or  uhc-  - c.vi.vabiao.i- ;. 

j- J ci: ao f  I  don't t hi af c we can bl atne t he ¿"ACL. I t ' s because t he a i o i i  
as a gr oup d i dn ' t  t ake i nt er est  i n t he or gani sat i on t hat  t he l eader s 
di v. what  t hey d i d . So , we c an't  bias*© t he ¿ACL. we'r e t he one's 
who ar e at  f aul t . 

I ysel f 5 our e, i f  t he Ni s ei  had t hei r  eyes open, t hey 'd be or gani zi ng 
r i E at  now; and t hey woul d have or gani zed t o pr event  t he evacuat i on. 
The r  shoul d have been out  t her e maki ng t hemsel ves power f ul  cnour h 
so t hat  t hey coul d up agai ns t  t he guj rs who want ed us out  of  
Cal i f or ni a and ..aahi agt on and Or egon. Vhor e ar e pl ent y of  whi t es 
who bel i eve i n us . 



.̂ î aautB l a ethhouee 
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YoU? Khafc or gani zat i ons o f  whi t e woul d hel p us out ? 
l abor  uni ons 

l ôel i 'i  .o i l , t he 81- 0 f or  exampl e. Ther e* e one or gani sat i on t hat  
vm shoul d have been t i ed up wi t h» 

/0:i 2 i .'hat  t he hi ; 111 I  was EMsafcer  of  ax:* t r ucker * s uni on end what  
t he hel l  el d t hey do» Put  ue a l l  i n a separ at e cr oup wi t hout  any 
power » 

t he Al i ri ,f  but  why t he hel l  have we been af r ai d t o 
j o i n up wi t h t he CI O* Ther e*& one or gani sat i on t hat  def ended us . 

K&zai r e* .el l , t hat 1 e t r ue. You know dovsaa our  way t her e wor e pl ent y 
o f  «Ta â êc© who never  net  Caucasi ans and have never  known anyt hi ng 
about  t hen» X al ways went  ar ound wi t h t hen, but  t he t f l sel  wer e 
af r ai d even t o appr oach the**» 

. £i  t v # t r ue. Vo»-  up our  way t hey used t o be a f r aM t o 

go near the Caucasi ans. 

ô on, n f  - on * �«�* ������ 

Ah i : ¿ou know, X'r of cesor  Xehi aashi 's jutiw wai t i ng t o us see ue II  l ee 1 ©"tar t  f t ehi J j &g» 

2ho conver sat i on vms br oken u> by t he di nner  be l l . 1 f el t  
deepl y t i i ssf ct i sf i ed wi t h ujy ar gument s. l a r et r ospect , t hey a l l  
t- .o -̂ x t er r i bl y m l  i u o f f e e ^l . _ : a t  ol ai iocl  oo .he 
t  I  di U east  doubt  i nt o ¿he i i iads o f  ¿ay opponent  and ¿Uey ¿i d 
coaoode po".nt s t o ma even t hough t hey st ar t ed out  wi t h a bel l i ger ent  
do gmt i mu hssoon as I  vi ewed ay di scuss i on oui c t l y , I  r eal i zed 
t ha* what  X shoul d ha /a c l ear l y i ndi cat ed was t he i mposs i bi l i t y 
Ox a n /̂ e r t e quest i on QB ofcher  t han by a nr os r t

t  uni ces X i nt ended 
t o r epaf cr J Ut *. f hut  viae - ho poi nt  t o dr i ve hoae, t hat  t her e coul d 
be no quest i ou of  at  l east  t hat  po i nt . Of  ecmr .se, we have t o t i r at  
f or  our  r i ght s . Hut  t her e ar e ways and :ioai  .a, < nd - c- ioso rsatzn 
ar eL f  t  f eas i bl e unl ess we have decl ar ed our  al l egi anoe ana or e ac-
t ual l y l oyal  Ji  j er l oan c i t l seus» 

# 



Bl ock Meet i ng - 1-  * * 
i ?eb. 18 f  1945 / m ^ y y A ^  ̂

The quest i ons and answer s pr esent ed at  t he j o i nt  nest i ng of  
t he pl anni ng boar d, bl ock manager s end counci l  on t he 15t h was t o 
be mi meogr aphed i mmedi at el y end be communi cat ed t o t he peopl e on 
t he same eveni ng, but  because t he mi meogr aphi ng coul d not  be com-
pl et ed on t he same day, t he bl ock meet i ngs sr£ wer e post poned one 
day unt i l  t hi s eveni ng. Thi s eveni ng at  7:30 p .m. , however , a 
meet i ng was cal l ed at  our  bl ock . Tom Uyeno of  t he counci l  act ed 
as chai r man, and Tom I l aekawa, bl ock manager , and Mr . Shi gehar a 
of  t he pl anni ng boar d gat  at  t he head t abl e. 

Uyeno r ead o f f  t he quest i ons and answer s f r om t he r  i meogyaph-
ed sheet . The r eadi ng i n J apanese and :3a; l i s h t ook t i me, and t he 
peopl e l i s t ened wi t h i mpat i ence and some bor edom* The f l oor  was 
t hen opened t o di scuss i on. 

Mr . Aok i : I t  seems t o me t hat  t hese quest i ons and e n t e r s ar e ab-
sol ut el y usel ess . They have been pr epar ed, as I  under st and i t , by 
;i r . Oover l y and L t . Car r ol l  at  t hi s pr oj ect , but  we have no guar -
ant ee t hat  what  t hey say i s necessar i l y what  t he'Gover nment  act ual -
l y t hi nks . The men her e can say anyt hi ng t hey vent , but  t hey have 
no aut hor i t y t o assur e us t hat  what  t hey say ar e t he act ual  f ac t s . 
Unl ess we can communi cat e wi t h Washi ngt on, B.C. and know exact l y 
what  I s i n t he mi nds of  t he peopl e t her e, I  can have no conf i dence 
i n t he quest i ons and answer s pr esent ed us t oni ght . ><hy, t hi s t hi ng 
doesn't  even have t he s i gnat ur es of  J r . Cover l y and L t . Car r o l l . 

Uyeno: Cer t ai nl y we got  t hei r  s i gnat ur es . I t  doesn't  appear  on 
t hese mi meogr aphed sheet s , but  on t he or i gi nal  copi es t hey bear  t he 
s i gnat ur es of  bot h &tr» Cover l y and I t . Car r o l l . We woul dn't  accept  
anyt hi ng l i ke t hi s wi t hout  get t i ng s i gnat ur es t o ver i f y t he ques-
t i ons and answer s. 

Mr , Aok i : You mean t he or i gi nal  sheet s hat e t he s i gnat ur es of  bot h 
t hese men on t hem? (r epl y : ((Shi gehar a and Uyeno)) Yes , yes , of  
cour se.) ¿*ut  how ar e we t o know t hat  t he Gover nment  or  t he .ar  
Dept . woul dn't  change t hei r  mi nds about  t hese t hi ngs , i ow do we 
know t hat  Mr . Cover l y and L t . Car r ol l  have t he aut hor i t y t o speak 
f or  t he Gover nment ? 

Uyeno: Of  cour se, we don't  know anyt hi ng cer t ai n about  t hat . But  
l i r . Oover l y r epr esent s t he WRA and L t . Car r ol l  i s her e f r om t he v/acr  
Dept . so t hat  t hey must  sur el y be del egat ed wi t h some power  t o speak 
f or  t hei r  r espect i ve agenc i es . 

Aok i : I  under st and. I  di dn't  r eal i ze t hat  you had got t en t hei r  si g-
nat ur es . That 's c l ear  now. 

Mr . I mai  ar ose t o ask a quest i on concer ni ng one of  t he poi nt s br ought  
up i n t he quest i ons andanswer  sheet . I t  was sur pr i s i ng t hat  I mi  
l i 'i i t ed a i ns el f  t o such" a poi nt  f or  he gener al l y mai zes a speech 
when he get s t he gl oor . 

Ther e was s l i ght  l u l l  i n t he meet i ng, and I  wonder ed i f  t he meet i ng 
was t o br eak up wi t hout  much f ur t her  di scuss i on. Wr . Uyeno, Tom's 
f at her , had come i n i n t he meant i me and was st andi ng near  t he f r ont  
of  t he messhal l . He asked f or  t he f l oo r . 



Bl ock Heat i ng 
j ?eb. 10, 1943 

- 2-

Mr  Uveno ( f at her )! I  had or i gi nal l y i nt ended t o st ay away f r om 
t hi s meet i ng s i nce i t  seemed I mpossi bl e t o do anyt hi ng about  t ne 
- i t uat i o¿. Yet , t he more I  have t hought  about  t he nat t er , t he cor e 
I t f i aenat o me t hat  t her e mi st  be some poi nt s t hat  must  be gi ven 
eonsi der at i on  ̂ and f or  t hi s r eason I  have deci ded t o ent er  i nt o t he 
di scussi on once agai n. As you know, on Febr uar y 19t h t he cases 
t est t o" t he const i t ut i onal  r i ght s of  Ni s ei  ar e t o appear  i n San 
yr anci sco bef  or  e t he Di st r i c t  Cour t . At  t hi s t i a e t he r i ght s of  
Ni l e l  as c i t i zens i s t o be t est ed, and f r om t hese hear i ngs we shal l  
l el r a «hat , i s meant  by t he c i t i zenshi p r i ght s of  t he J apanese 
r ^S V a n s I  t hi nk i t  aski ng t oo much of  t he Ni s ei  t o r egi s t er  
f or  S í i v e ser r l oe when t hei r  c i t i zenshi p st at us has not  oven 
b e e n c l ar i f i ed, wi t hout  knowi ng ..at  r i ght s ar e t o be guar ant eed 
t he how can t he ü i s ei  say whet her  t hey « U 1 f i  ̂ f or  t he Uni t ed 

+ , ' Q T n o t ? I  t hi nk t he wi eest  t hi ng f or  t he Ni s ei  t o do xs 
t o wa i t u n t l i t h e deci si on f r om t he t r i al s of  Feb. 19t h ar e t oar a 
^d t h e n ¿o r e i s t er  accor di ngl y. Ther e i s no hur r y about  t hi s 
r nt t er  and t he Ni s ei  shoul d gi ve tho quest i on a ?r eaJ  l eal  of  
t hought  bef or e r egi s t er i ng. .J hy don't  al l  che Ni s ei  t ot  hi s bl ock 
get  t oget her  and Sake one deci s i on t o not  a g i s t o r  unt i l  the t r i al s 
4 e over  and t hey t oar an what  t hei r  c i t i zenshi p st at us i s? I f  a 
uni f i ed st and I s t aken, t he Ni s ei  wi l l  be t hat  much st r onger . 

Vofflt  t í oa had st ar t ed t o obj ect , but  hi s f at her  kept  on t al k i ng 
t he l ouder  unt i l  he f i nal l y f i ni s hed. I áon't i t ht ok t hi s i s an 
i ssue on whi ch a l l  Of  us can make a at ocl e dec i s i on. ..het her  " f  
a per  sot  wai t s t o swear  al l egi ance t o t he Uni t ed St at es , or whether 
hf» want n t o swear  al l egi anoe t o J apan i s s t r i c t l y a per sonal  mat-
t er ? I t '̂ t s o r t̂ t i ng to whi ch t he whole bl ock can f t et  together 
and "or ce Ever yone I nt o a si ngl a dec i s i on, - s f ar  as t he F eb. 19th 
1 , ? there*s no t t ae t o wai t  f or  t he dec i s i ons t o be handed 

K ?r Sm t h eST I  r ef use t o accept  any pr oposi t i on f or  * uni f i ed 
act i on on "¿he mat t er . 

T'jwxiiwft  p« " vín I  di sagr ee. I  t hi nk t t i i s I b t he t i me .for  a l l  
got ' t oget her  and st and  ̂

aa wi l l i ng as anyone el se t o shoul der  a ;.u f or  t he Uni t ed St at es . 
Sf i t bef or e I  do t hat , I  want  t o know t hr ee t hi ngs . I n t he f i r s t  
^a c e t her e t os bem a l ot  of  di scr i mi nat i on agai nst  t he Ni s ei  i n 
?he armv I  t hi nk i t ' s pr et t y bad when Ni s ei  who ar e oven wi l l i ne 
t o t 'i ve up t hai r  l i ves f or  t hei r  oount r y ar e di scr t ot oat ed ggaj nf i t . 
t ool hS t hi ng I d̂ l i ke t o know i s , «hen ar e t he newspapor , a n m -
p r i n M w 1 tiff  t o st OD pr i nt i ng adver se account s tf>... uhe J apanese, 
Th f̂ t over nSent  can cont r ol  t hese expr essi ons, and yet  W ? « � " 
i h ed e t h t o S t o cont i nue. I  t hi nk we shoul d al so wai t  t o f t od out  
how t he gover nment  i s goi ng t o t ake car e of  our  ^h e r s , f at her s , 
and s i st er s bef or e ire go i nt o t he «r ey. ve SOt  t o t hi nk of  our  
par ent s; we Ni s ei  can't  j ust  go our  own way wi t hout  consi der at i on 
?or  our  Dar ent s . e shoul d deiaand t hao t he OOTenmeut  gi ve us an 
a n s w e r  o f  Í S s e t hr ee poi nt s bef or e we r egi s t er . J he Ni sei  shoul d 
uni t e t hemsel ves t o gai n t hese demands. 
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Tom Uyeno: L i s t en, t he quest i on i s not  whet her  we*r e goi ng t o r egi s-
t er  or  no t . U© si mpl y har e t o r egi s t er ; i t ' s compul sor y. Thi s i s 
an army or der , and i t ' s not  somet hi ng i n whfeoh we can make up our  
own mi nds about  i t . 

f-  r . t yeno: I  assume we shoul d do t hi ngs as democr at i cal l y as pos-
si bl e*. Wel l , I  see not hi ng more democr at i c Shan f or  t he bl ock Ni -
s ei  as a whol e t o - vote on t hi s quest i on and act  as a gr oup� Take 
a vot e and see what  t he maj or i t y opi ni on i s , and t hen l et  wver yong 
abi de by t hat  opi ni on. 

Tom: Papa, wai t  a mi nut e. You don't  know what  you'r e t al k i ng about . 
(Sever al  hands wer e wavi ng i n t he ai r  a si r i ng f or  t he f l oo r . I  had 
been aski ng f or  t he f l oor  f or  son© t i me, and as X sav. t he opi ni on 
Bawl i ng i n a c i r e©t i on cont r ar y t o my am des i r e, x decxcea t o st and 
upl and demand t he f l oo r . Tom r ecogni sed me.) 

I l ysel f : ( I n J apanese) Si nce I  cannot  speak wi t h f ac i l i t y i n J a-
panese, I  shal l  beg f or gi voness and speak i n Engl i sh. 

K a y «»: Sj  eak i n J a. anese. That  J apanese i s good enough f or  me. 

I  v s el f ; Let  me speak f i r s t  i n Engl i sh. Ity f eel i ng about  t he pr es-
ent  s i t uat i on i s t hat  t hi s I s not  t he t i me t o f i ght  out  t he i ssue. 
The t i me t o f i ght  f or  our  r i ght s was at  t he evacuat i on, and bef or e 
t hat . .e shoul d have been or gani zed and r eady t o meet  any mt i -
J ananese agi t at i on t hat  mi ght  br eak out  wi t h an out br eak of  war  
bet . re en J at>an and t he Uni t ed s t at es . But  i f  we hes i t at e t oo l ong 
about  t hi s mat t er  of  r egi s t r at i on, I  a. sur e t hat  we ar e goi ng t o 
f i nd our sel ves wi t hout  c i t i zenshi p. Thi s i s not  a mat t er  over  
whi cl i  we can wai t . The agency wi t h whi ch we ar e cont endi ng i s t ne 
War  Dept . , and t hey ar e not  a gr oup t hat  wai t s on cer emony. Mot e 
f or  i nst ance t hei r  act i on wi t h r egar d t o t he ant hr ac i t e coal  s t r i ker s , 
'.�he ar j y di d not  hes i t at e i n t hat  i nst ance t o demand uncer emoni ous-
l y t hat  t he t ens of  t housands of  col a wor ker s r et ur n i mmedi at el y 
t o t hei r  wor k . I f  t he Array can demand of  wor ker s pr oduci ng t he 
pr ec i ous coal  t hat  t hey compl y wi t h Oover nmont al  demands, what  do 
you suppose wi l l  be t hei r  pas i t i on wi t h r ef er ence t o our sel ves, a 
�few t housands of  Ni s ei  whom t hey ar e aski ng t o j o i n t he ar my. I i  
we hes i t at e f or  l ong about  r egi s t er i ng our  al l egi ance t o t he uni t ed 
St at es , we shal l  cer t ai nl y f i nd our sel ves wi t hout  the chance t o 
decl ar e our sel ves one way or  t he ¡bt her . We wi l l  aut omat i cal l y 
f or eswear  our  c i t i zenshi p t o t he Uni t ed St at es . v;hen i t  comes t o 
a - rat ter  of  whi ch nat i on I  am t o chose f or  my f ut ur e home, however , 
I  w- .nt  t o have t he f r eedom t o make an i ndi vi dual  cho i ce. On t he 
quest i on of  maki ng a c i t i zenshi p choi ce, I  obj ect  qt  havi ng anyone 
di ct at e t o ne what  gover nment  I  am t o f o l l ow, Si ncfe I  f eel  t hat  
cont i nued hes i t at i on on our  par t  about  r egi s t r at i on i s bound t o 
l ead t o t he s i t uat i on f ca whi ch t he quest i on of  whi ch si de we ar e 
on i s par amount , and not  t he quest i on of  whet her  or  not  we wi l l  
r egi s t er , I  r equest  t hat  no act i on be t aken whi ch wi l l  bi nd us t o 
an al l - bl cok dec i s i on. I  want  suf f i c i ent  f l ex i bi l i t y t o dec i de 
f or  mysel f  when I  am t o r egi s t er , i f  I  f or esee t hat  t her e i s no 
val ue i n wai t i ng any l onger . 
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Feb* 16, 1943 

Koiaure (younger ): L i t ben, we'r e not  af r ai d of  t he ar my. What  i f  
t hey shoul d come i n? As l one ae our  f undament al  r i ght s ar en't  
r ecogni se I $ what 1s t he use of  r egi s t er i ng f or  t he ar my. Ki ght  now 
our  c i t i zenshi p paper  doesn't  mean a t hi ng; we mi ght  as wel l  tear-
i t  up and t hr ow i t  i n t he f i r e . V.;e want  t o know what  we'r e f i ght -
i ng f or  bef or e we agr ee t o J oi n t he ar my. 

�yccl f : That 's not  t he poi nt  I ' m ar gui ng. I ' m sayi ng t hat  i f  we 
hesi t at e t oo l on r , we won't  have a chance t o make up our  mi nds 
whi ch c o unt r y i ve'r e goi ng t o dec l ar e our  al l egi ance f o r . I ' m 
not  af r ai d of  t he ar my's comi ng i n, al t hough I  doi i 't  t hi nk I ' d 

r; a i o u l ar l y l i k e i t ; but  our  c i t i zenshi p does mean somet hi ng *s 
onr  as we r et ai n i t . hat  I 'm ar %i ac * i s t hat  i f  m hes i t at e 

ver y much l onger , we shal l  aut omat i cal l y be wi t hout  c i t i zenshi p. 
Under  - ¿he c i r cumst ance, I  want  t he f l ex i bi l i t y of  aondi t i on by 
whi ch I  may make my o:m choi ce as t o whi cn ¿¿at i on 1 shal l  seek my 
f ut ur e i n. I  do not  wi sh t o be bound I y an al l - bl ock dec i s i on t o 
act  i n one way or  theft  ot her ; when i t  comes t o t he quest i on of  
choi ce of  c i t i zenshi p. I  t hi nk t he quest i on I s s t r i c t l y i ndi v i dual . 
Of  cour se, we shoul d demands our  r i ght s as c i t i zens . 1 t hi nk , f or  
exampl e, t hat  we mi ght  ask t he Pr es i dent  of  t he Uni t ed St at es t hat  
he l ent  i on, i n one of  hi s speeches t o t he peopl e of  t he Uni t ed 
St at es , hi s conf i dance i n t he I s sei  and Hi s e l . He has do an as 
men f or  t he Germans and I t al i ans , i t  neems t hat  he shoul d "be i n 
a posi t i on t o make such a st at ement  f or  us . Thi s i s e bet t er  way 
of  at t acki ng t he pr obl em t han ay maki ng demands,on par t i cul ar  poi nt s 
whi ch 1 doubt  ver y much we coul d get * >i Wpr omi s ed 

f ed ::omu:?e: When I  sai d our  c i t i zenshi p doesn't  mean anyt hi ng, I  
di dn't  mean t hat  i t  i s somet hi ng t o bo t hr own away. 7 sai d t hat  i n 
t he heat  of  ar gument . But  I  t hi nk we shoul d ask t he Gover nment  t o 
r ecogni ze some of  our  r i ght s , and we shoul d demand t hat  t he Pr es i -
dent  na'ae such u speech as Mr . I l i yamoto ment i oned. 

::r . Uyenc: J J ut  what  i s t he u. e of  dec l ar i ng your  c i t i zenshi p t o t he 
Uni t ed St at es when f chscfc you don't  know what  t hat  c i t i zenshi p neemc- . 
.- hy not  - wait  unt i l  t he t r i al s ar e over  and t hen you wi l l  know what  
t he st and of  t he Gover nment  i s concer ni ng your  c i t i zenshi p? I  sug-
gest  you aake a vot e of  t he bl ock t o see what  t he sent i ment  i s on" 
t he pr opo s i t  i on, 

Tom Uyeno: IMo, I  obj ect  t o any such a vot e, 'f ro quest i on of  choi ce 
of  c i t i zenshi p i s an I ndi v i dual  mat t er , and we shoul d keep i t  such. 
Sver y per son has t he r i ght  t o deci de f or  



Bl ock Meeting - 1-
Febr uar y 1945 
Eveni ng 

Our  bl ock met  agai n at  7:30 t hi s eveni ng t o hear  t he r epl y 
f r om t he admi ni st r at i on t hr ough t he Counci l  and t he Pl anni ng Bd. 
Tom Uyeno was t o be chai r man as usual . Some sevent y per sons , bot h 
I s s ei  and Ni sei »wer e pr esent  t oni ght , 

ay , mot her , I J i chi  and I  chose a seat  i n t he back whi ch I  
t hou'ht  des i r abl e si nce i t  mi ght  become necessar y t o wal k out  of  
t he meet i ng. I  have come t o dr ead t hese meet i ngs because t he nec-
essi t y mi ght  ar i se at  any t i me when I  mi ght  agai n have t o def end 
ny mi nor i t y opi ni on, but  I  was r esol ved not  t o open iry mouth un-
l ess an ur gent  s i t uat i on appear ed. 1 not i ced t hat  i- Ir. A . and Mr . 
K . wer e dec i dedl y qui t er  t oni ght  t han t hey wer e t hi s mor ni ng. I  
v;as gl ad t o see t hat  T . who has been one or  t he wor st  hot - heads 
at  our  meet i ngs was not  pr esent , and wonder ed i f  hi s br ot her  had 
f or ced hi m t o st ay at  home because of  hi s ext r eme t endenci es at  
t hese meet i ngs. nas not  been at  t he meet i ngs ever  s i nce he 
was qui zzed by t he admi ni st r at i on f or  al l eged at t empt s t o i nf l u-
ence opi ni on i n f avor  of  non- r egi st r at i on. 

jJom st ar t ed t ne meet i ng by expl ai ni ng what  had t r anspi r ed at  
t he Counci l  meet i ng of  t oday. The di scuss i on t her e of  cour se had 
t o no wi t h t he r el ease of  t he boys f r om bl ock 42 who had been t aken 
by t he army l as t  ni ght f̂ or  r ef usal  t o r egi s t er . Tom expl ai ned t he 
r ef usal  of  t he wHA and't he ar my on al l  count s of  t he pr oposal  pl ac-
ed bef or e t hem by t he Counci l , and t he consequent  dec i s i on of  t he 
Counci l  t o r es i gn si nce t hey had no al t er nat i ve. 

The Counc i l 's r equest  consi st ed of  sever al  po i nt s . (1) They 
r equest ed (or  demanded,as Tom expr essed i t  t oni ght ) t hat  t he 32 
boys who had been t aken t o J ai l  by t he t>rmy l ast  ni ght  be r et ur ned 
uncondi t i onal l y . Thi s r equest  was r ef used. U ) The Counci l  demand-
ed t hat  no f ur t her  i nc i dences of  t aki ng boys f or  not  r egi s t er i ng 
be at t empt ed by t he BL or  t he Ar my. Thi s t oo was r ef used. (3) 
The Counci l  r equest ed t hat  - any f ur t her  r egi s t r at i on be done by 
sendi ng t he Quest i onnai r es t hr ough t he mai l  and al l owi ng i ndi vi du-
al s t o answer  by mai l . Thi s , t oo, woe r ef used. (- ) The Counci l  
r eouest ea t hat  no i nf l uence be used by t he t eacher s or  t he army 
r epr esent at i ves at  t he t i me of  r egi s t r at i on i n at t empt i ng t o al -
t er  t he answer s gi ven on quest i on 28, or  27. Phi s r equest  was made 
because of  numer ous r epor t s t hat  t he quest i oner s f r equent l y pl aced 
consi der abl e pr essur e on i ndi v i dual s who answer ed "¿To" t o quest i on 

i n an ef f o r t  t o change t hei r  vi ew t o a "Y es , " The >.HA decl ar ed 
t hat  t he pol i cy f ol l owed hi t her t o woul d be cont i nued. I n ot her  
wor ds, ever y r equest  or  demand based on t he demands of  t : e peopl e 
i n t he mor ni ng meet i ngs had been r ej ec t ed, and si nce t hese wer e 
essent i al l y ul t i mat e demands beyond whi ch no f ur t her  negot i at i on 
coul d go, t he Counci l  was c l ear l y up agai nst  a sol i d bar r i er . 

J oel  Uyeno t hen went  on t o expl ai n t he consequent  dec i s i on of  
t he Counci l  t o r es i gn en nasse. At  t he end of  t he f or egoi ng ques-
t i on and answer  per i od ;i t 'l l  t he admi ni s t r at i on, Cover l y t hen t ur n-
ed uoon t he Counci l  and dec l ar ed hi s l ack of  f ai t h i n t he or gani za-
t i on. From hi s st andpoi nt , kueh of  t he pr esent  di f f i c ul t y ar i ses 
f r om t he unwi l l i ngness of  t he Counci l  t o t ake a def i ni t e st and back-
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I ns up t he r egi s t r at i on. The r espons i bi l i t y of  t he Counci l  i s t o 
t ake l eader shi p i n t he af f ai r e of  t he communi t y, espec i al l y when 
t hey ar e gi ven i nf or mat i on by whi ch t hey ma# make t hei r  dec i s i ons . 
i J in'c.e t he Counci l  had c l ear l y evaded t he l eader shi p demanded of  
t hen, t he admi ni st r at i on had def i ni t el y l ost  f ai t h i n bot h t he 
Counci l  and t he Pl anni ng Bd. On t he ot her  hand, t he Counci l  and 
P l anni n Bd. had c l ear l y l ost  t he r espect  and cooper at i on of  t he 
peopl e. The ef f or t  of  t he Counci l  t o s t abi l i ze t he communi t y and 
br i ng about  an at t i t ude of  cooper at i veness had pr oduced l i t t l e re-
sul t , and t he communi t y had come t o vi ew bot h of  t hese or gani za-
t i ons wi t h suspi c i on. I t  was evi dent , t her ef or e, t hat  t he onl y 
al t er nat i ve was f or  t he Counci l  t o r es i gn, not  sin-  l y , bat  on 
masse, new Counci l  wi t h new vi ews mi ght  be abl e t o pr oduce a 
sol ut i on t hat  had not  occur r ed t o t he pr evi ous member s. Thi s mass 
r esi t  nat i on, he- .ever , di d not  mean bhe di ssol ut i on of  t he counci l  
as an or gani zat i on; i t  cal l ed f or  a r e- el ect i on, 

¿he P l anni ng Bd. l i kewi se r esi gned en qaoso, except  f or  t he 
seven Pl anni ng Bd. di r ec t or s . Si nce t he" c i t y cnar t er  s t i l l  r emai ns*, 
and t he Pl anni ng Bd. i s a cr eat i on under  t he char t er , t he P .B . mi ght  
cont i nue as a f unct i oni ng DOdy. Lence, t he r es i gnat i on was br ought  
about ,not  as a di ssol ut i on of  t he P .B», but  r at her  f or  t he same 
r eason of f er ed by t he Counc i l . I !r . Shi ; ehar a l i kewi se spoke ex-
pl ai ni ng br i ef l y t he r easons f or  t he r es i gnat i on of  t he . .B. 

( I t  shoul d be added t hat  t her e had been enormous pr essur e upon 
t he Counci l  and P . B . f or  t he l ast  two weeks. The di spos i t i on t o 
r esi gn* t her ef or e, was st r ong among t̂ e t he l umber s of  bot h or ga-
ni sat i on. I n a sense, t he i mmovabl e bar r i er  pr esent ed by t he 
r ef usal  of  t he admi ni st r at i on end t he army was an excel l ent  op-
por t uni t y f or  t hese r epr esent at i ves t o do exact l y what  t hey de-
s i r ed t o do- «t o r es i gn. I ndeed., t hei r  per sonal  saf et y hacl  been 
j eopar di zed by t he necess i t y of  t r yi ng t o ur ge upon t he peopl e a 
poi nt  of  vi ew whi ch was di s t at s ef ul  t o t hem, and not hi ng pl eased 
t hese r epr esent at i ves more t han t o be r el i eved of  t he r espons i bi l i t y 
whi ch r est ed on them as l ong as t hey hel d o f f i c e. ) 

The pl an was to r e- el ect  t he P . B . member  f r om each bl ock im-
medi at el y so t hat  a Boar d meet i ng mi ght  be hel d t omor r ow mor ni ng 
wi t h t he new member shi p. The r e- el ect i on f or  t he Counc i l  woul d 
wai t  a f ew days unt i l  t he machi ner y was agai n est abl i shed f or  such 
a r e- el ect i on. The el ect i on of  t he bl ock r epr esent at i ve t o t he P . B . 
was t hus t he f i r s t  oopi c on t he agenda f or  t oni ght . 

'i r . A . st ar t ed of f  by suggest i ng t hat  :i r . Shi gehar a r et ai n t he 
pos i t i on, and i mpl i c i t l y he suggest ed al so t hat  Tom Uyeno r emai n 
"the counci l man f or  t he bl ock* Mr . A . decl ar ed t hat  t he bl ock ap-
pr eci at ed t he wor k done by t hese men t hus f i ar , and t hat  s i nce i t  
woul d be di sadvant ageous t o change r epr esent at i ves i n t he mi ddl e 
of  a c r i s i s , t hai : i t  woul d be bet t er  t o r et ai n t he pr esent  r epr e-
sent at i ves. l i aekawa, bl ock manager , was now i n t he chai r  s i nce 

Uyeno who usual l y t ook t hat  pos i t i on absol ut el y r e f us ed ton-  xt h 
dec l ar i ng t hat  hi s wor k was now f i ni shed, and Mir. Shi g ehar a too±c 
t he sa ie st and. I mmedi at el y af t er  Mr . 1 . f i ni shed t al k i ng, Uyeno 
ar ose and expl ai ned agai n why i t  was necessar y t hat  t he counc i l  
r es i gn, i r . Shi gehar a l i kewi se expl ai ned h i s posi t i on and decl i ned 
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t o accent  t he posi t i on f or  a f ur t her  t er m. I  r . A . agai n r ose and 
- said "i t  woul d be unwi se t o change r epr esent at i ves i n t he mi ddl e 
o«*"a*cr i s i s such as t hi s . Whi l e r ecogni zi ng t hat  your s i s a gr eat  
r espons i bi l i t y , you shoul d f or  t hat  ver y r eceon see t hi s t hi ng 
t hr ough t o i t s compl et i on, X am sur e t hat  we, as peopl e of  t he bl ock , 
er e behi nd you; f or  t he sake of  t he bl ock peopl e, we ask t hat  you 
cont i nue t o assume t he r espons i bi l i t y whi ch we have pl aced upon 
y ou." 

Ton undoubt edl y must  have been i r r i t at ed by t hese r emar ks, 
espec i al l y s i nce t hey came f r om t he man who had, wi t h ot her s , been 
amon t hose who had pl aced t he gr eat est  di f f i c ul t y i n t he execu-
t i on of  hi s t ask as counci l man f r om t he bl ock . Torn poi nt ed out  
t hat  t he dec i s i on of  mass r es i gnat i on had net-  been made wi t hout  
car ef ul  consi der at i on of  t he pr obl ems t t  woul d cr eat e, but  i t  had 
been deci ded s i nce t her e was not hi ng f ur t her  t he counci l  coul d  ̂
do unc or  t he ci r cumst ance of  t he i mpasse t hat  was met . r . Shl ce-
har a f ur t her  el abor at ed hi s pos i t i on, and bl unt l y dec l i ned t o ac-
cept  t he pos i t i on. 

Hr . K . t hen ar ose and r equest ed t hat  Mr . Shi gehar a r esume 
t he r espons i bi l i t i es he had al r eady under t aken, was t he one 
who, t hi s mor ai ne,, had cr eat ed such a t ur moi l  i n t he bl ock meet i ng 
� y maki ng r at her  ext r eme st at ement s and aski ng f or  ext r a '.e demands 
f r om t he r epr esent at i ves . Tom and Shi gehar a wer e adamant  i n t hei r  
r ef usal  t o f ur t her  accept  t he pos i t i on. ( I n vi ew of  t he f ai l ur e 
of  t hese ver y men who wer e aski ng Tom and Shi gehar a t o r esume t hei r  
f r o'Her  pos i t i ons t o cooper at e i n t he conduct  of  par t  bl ock meet i ngs, 
I  coul d"noo hel p f eel i ng t hat  bot h t he r epr esent at i ves wer e j ust i -
f i ed i n r ej ect i ng t hei r  pr oposal s .) 

"¿hi s f i r s t  phase of  di scuss i on ©bout  el ect i on went  on f or  some 
t i me, about  t hr ee quar t er  of  an hour . F i nal l y convi nced t hat  

Shi gehar a woul d not  r et ur n t o t he post  of  t he P . B . , .'l aekawa 
t hen asked f or  nomi nat i ons, but  none wer e f o r t hc omi ng. Af t er  a 
consi der abl e hes i t at i on, aekawst  t hen suggest ed t hat  he hi msel f  
woul d name t he nomi nees ( f i v e i n a l l ) . Thi s was agr eed t o , and 
?J aekwwa named Mr . Aok i . r r . Komur e, Mr . I mai , Mr . Bhl nosak i , and 
someone el se. The whol e t hi ng was di sr upt ed by AoJ pi» s i mmedi at e 
r ef usal  t o accept  t he nomi nat i on.*, f ol l owed by 2i r . Komure and i  r . 
I mai , each of  whom of f er ed hi s r espect i ve excuses f or  not  wi shi ng 
t he pos i t i ons . These wer e t he Ver y men who had caused t he most  di f -
f i c ul t y i n t he mat t er  of  r egi s t r at i on in. our  bl ock. 

I t  was t hen deci ded t o t ake a bal l ot  wi t hout  nomi nat i ons, 
wi t j  t he per son net t i ng t he hi ghest  number  of  vot es wi nni ng t he 
o f f i c e, '.'i r. Aok i  had 28 vot es , Tl r . I I . Kawasaki  had 20, Hr . Sc.. 
r awasakl  about  16, I t r . Komur e had 10, and 7Tr . Shi nozakl  had 6. 
i  .r ai n each of  thei r  men dec l i ned t hei r  nomi nat i ons i n t ur n. Con-
s i der abl e pr essur e was pl aced on ?!r . Aoki  s i nce he was t he l ogi cal  
man f or  t he pos i t i on, espec i al l y i n vi ew of  hi s r adi cal  pur sui t  of  
a pol i cy of  non- r egi st r at i on, but  he made one excuse af t er  anot her  
and f i nal l y wal ked out  when hi s Wi f e came f or  hi m and. waved hi m 
out  of  the" pl ac e. LSr, Kawasaki  and Mr . Komur e decl i ned t he of f i ce 
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on gr ounds of  i l l ness accept abl e excuses s i nce t hese nen wer e 
bot i i  r eal l y i l l . (Mr . Lawasaki  di ed t he next  mor ni ng of  hear t  
f ai l ur e pr obabl y r esul t i ng f r om t he exci t ement  of  t he pact  weej :.) 
However / i n vi ew of  some of  Mr , Komur e' s r at her  r ash st at ement s 
qp t he sane mor ni ng, t o t he ef f ec t  t hat  i t  made hi m wr at hf ul  t o 
t hi nk t hat  peopl e wer e st andi ng i n t he way of  t r y i ng t o do some-
t hi ng f or  t he 34 Ni s e i  who wer e t aken yest er day when he hi msel f  
was wi l l i ng t o gi ve hi s l i f e f or  t he sake of  t hei r  cause, hi s meek 
wal k- out  of  t hi s eveni ng seemed r at her  i ncons i s t ent . 

Thus, the meet i ng dr agged on f or  al most  t hr ee hour s i n an ef~ 
for t fyo f i nd someone f or  t he P . B . An i nt er mi ssi on was cal l ed about  
10:00 t o ser ve sandwi ches arid t ea whi ch t he cooks pr epar ed. But  
even af t er  t he i nt er mi ss i on, not hi ng def i ni t e was dec i ded. 

I n t he meant i me, sevar al  K i bei  wal ked no i s i l y i nt o t he meet -
i ng. They had appar ent l y j ust  f i ni shed t hei r  sess i on at  t he 420 
xnesshal l , arid t hey seemed t o have somet hi ng i mpor t ant  t o pr esent  
t o t he bl ock peopl e. 

- ,j t i i  r egar d t o t he P . J . r epr esent at i ve, i t  was f i nal l y deci ded 
t o r egi s t er  f or . Aok i  as t he o f f i c i a l  r epr esent at i ve, and have 
Shi nozak i  - co as t he or oxy f or  "tomorrow mor ni ng* s meet i ng. Mr , S. 
accept ed, t hough wi t h def i ni t e r el uct ance f r om hi s daught er s who 
wer e pr esent , and he asked wha'c he shoul d i nqui r e about  or  r epor t  
t o t he P . B . t omor r ow. Her e agai n not hi ng concr et e came of  a l l  t he 
di scuss i on. H. K . , a Ni s e i , who had ear l i er  shout ed at  t he I s s ei  
af t er  t hei r  l ong del ay about  el ect i ng a P .B . r epr esent at i ve, � 
" r a t ' s t he mat t er  'wi t h you I s s ei . You've been t el l i ng us t hat  
we don't  have any gumpt i on, t hat  we don't  know how t o st and up 
f or  our  r i ght s and f i ght , and yet  you can't  even el ect  a r epr esen-
t at i ve t o t he l . B . i n t hi s c r i s i s , ' now ar ose agai n. Sai d he, 
"L i s t en, you can't  l et  t hose 34-  boys who wer e t aken f r om bl ock f or t y-
two yest er day r ot  i n j a i l , We've got  t o do somet hi ng. I f  we l easee 
t hi s mat t er  up t o t he Xi bei , I  t o l l  you we'r e goi ng t o have bl ood 
shed, and we've got  t o do somet hi ng about  i t  our sel ves . How, i t  
seems t o me t hat  i f  we got  t oget her  al l  t he par ent s of  boys who 
ar e al r eady i n t he ar my, and have t hei r  r epr esent at i ve l eader s go 
t o ? r . Cover l y and ask f or  t he r el ease of  a l l  t he boys t hat  we mi ght  
r et  somewher e. These par ent s have boys i n t he ar my al r eady, and 
t he admi ni st r at i on shoul d be wi l l i ng to l i s t en t o t hei r  p l ea," 

f hi s was t he onl y suggest i on f or t hcomi ng, end i t  seemed t hat  
t he meet i ng mi ght  adj our n on t hi s que i t  not e. However , at  t hat   ̂mo-
ment  - . , a Vi t rei  whom I  had pr evi ous l y consi der ed r at her  i nt el l i -
gent  but  of  whose i nt el l i gence 1 have coxae t o quest i on i n t he past  
week, ar ose mi d began t o shout  somet hi ng about  "Those boys who wer e 
t aken t o t he j a i l  f r om bl ock 42. Ar e you goi ng t o l et  them r ot  
t her e wi t hout  doi ng anyt hi ng f or  t hei r  sake; l et  t hem sac r i f i ce 
t hemsel ves f or  us wi t hout  our  t r y l ag t o do somet hi ng f o r  t hem'," 
Ot her  K i bei  r .ot  up and kept  har pi ng on t he mat t er  of  t he "52 boys 
who wer e t aken mt o t he ar my by t he ar my and pl aced in. j a i l . The 
phr ase had become a symbol i sm f or  t hem; 1 doubt  ver y much t hat  t he 
K i bei  f el l ows wer e r eal l y t hi nk i ng i n t er ms of  t he wel f ar e or  t he 
boys as such, but  r at her  of  t he boys as symbol i c of  t he r es i s t ance 
t he J apanese shoul d put  up agai nst  t he r egi s t r at i on. They had been 
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sac r i f i ced; t hi s was t he vi ew f or emost  i n t hei r  mi nds. As I  l i s t en-
ed t o t hei r  f r equent  r epet i t i on of  t he quest i on, "What  ar e you 
.7 0in�-  t o do about  t he 58 boys f r om bl ock 42 t hat  have been sacr i -
f i ced?" I  coul d not  hel p r emember i ng t he st or y of  t he 47 Hon i n who 
have gone down i n J apanese dr amat i c ar t s in. t he "Chi ushi ncur a" as 
sy bol i c of  t he sacr i f i c i ng spi r i t  of  t he J apanese peopl e. Her e 
was t he same sent i ment  t hat  was bei ng cal l ed upon. 

Thi s por t i on of  t he meet i ng was br oken up wi t hout  f ur t her  
pr ogr ess i n suggest i ons or  i deas when two Ki bei  r uf f i ans wal ked 
i n, or  r at her  swagger ed I n, wi t h a pi ece of  paper  in tins hand, 
XMwhO i s i n t he mi nds, of  t he bl ock peopl e a 1 pr of ess i onal  l oader 1 

and a good~for~not<i l ap who has never  comaanded t he r espect  of  any-
one i n' t he bl ock her et of or e, wal ked f or war d t he l engt h of  t he cent er  
ai s l e wi t h t he uaper  i n hi s hand, hl l e t he peopl e sat  i n s i l ence, 
X.shuf f l ed down"t he mi ddl e ai sSbe, hi s back s l i ght l y r ounded and 
hi s head s l uf f od f or war d as t hey al ways ar e. X had al ways r egar d-
ed hi m as a meani ngl ess spal l  f el l ow whose weak mouth di spl ayed 
somet hi ng of  hi s char act er , but  t oni ght  he l ooked t ypi cal l y t he 
smal l - t i me gangst er . The sheet  of  paper  was handed t o Tom Uyeno, 
who r ead i t  i n s i l ence and t hen t ur ned i t  over  t o Tom I nekma who 
was now t he chai r man. Maekawa f i nal l y »Ht  r ead t he o f f . 

I 'he essence of  i t  was t hat  t he peopl e of  t he pr oj ect  wer e 
pet i t i oni ng f or  t he f ol l owi ng po i nt s : 

1. That  t he under si gned be t r eat ed her eaf t er  as J apanese na-
t i onal s . 

g. That  t he under si gned be t aken at  bayonet  poi nt s .j ust  as wer e 
t he 31 boys who wer e t aken by t he army firom bl ock 48 and be 
gi ven t he same t r eat ment  as t hey wer e get t i ng. 

5. That  t he under si gned be gr ant ed t he pr i v i l ege of  absol ut e 
non- r egi st r at i on. 

:¡aekawa was obvi ousl y hesi t ant  about  pl ac i ng such a pet i t i on 
bef or e t he peopl e t o s i gn. He t ur ned t he nat t er  over  t o one of  
t he Ki bei  excusi ng hi- is el f  on t he gr ound t hat  he coul d not , i n an 
o f f i c i al  capac i t y, t r ansmi t  such a pet i t i on t o t he peopl e. The 
ICi bei  r equest  was t hat  t he t hi ng be si gned t her e at  t he meet i ng 
by anyone wi shi ng t o s i m, and i t  appl i ed especi al l y t o t he l l i sei . 
I i aekawa i mmedi at el y obj ect ed t i i at  he t hought  t hi s an i mpr oper  pr o-
cedur e because i t  woul d embar r ass t hese who di d not  desi r e t o s i gn 
t he pet i t i on. l ie t ol d t he Ki bei  t o t ake i t  out  t o t he i r oni ng room 
af t er  t he meet i ng and si gn up anyone i nt er est ed i n pl ac i ng t hei r  
names on t he l i s t . 'P. im- nedl atel y r et al i at ed t hat  i t  wasn't  a 
quest i on of  nobar r aesr aent ; t hat  i t  was a mat t er  of  s pi r i t . But  
T5 l. br ot her  a âi n ar ose, as he had done bef or e t o hol d down hi s 
hot - t emper ed br ot her , and sai d, , f I  don't  t hi nk i t ' s a ¿ood i dea 
t o pr oduce such a t hi ng her e. I t  pl aces i i r . Shi nosaki  who has 
decl ar ed hi s wi l l i ngness t o act  by nr oxy tojaorrow i n an ext r emel y' 
bad spot . You'd bet t er  t ake t hat  out  t o t he i r oni ng room af t er  
t he meet i ng." Thi s c l i nched t he mat t er  f or t unat el y, f or  T . can 
be r est r ai ned onl y by hi s br ot her , arid t he paper  was t aken out , 
The meet i ng br oke up. 
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I  had set  been pl eased most  of  t he ear l y par t  of  t he eveni ng 
because the* nat t er  of  el ec t i ng t he pl anni ng boar d r epr esent at i ve 
had so obst r uct ed t he meet i ng t hat  no heat ed di scuss i on coul d 
t ake pl ace.on t he maj or  i ssue.eg- f r fee- peopl e» Lot her  and LSay con-
si der ed l eav i ng about  t he t i me t he sandwi ches wer e ser ved, and I  
t hour ht  of  i t  pass i ngl y t oo, but  di dn f t  move. I  r egr et t ed i t  l at er  
v/her  t he K i bei  ent er ed and st ar t ed t hei r  usual  r umpus, and wi shed 
t hat  1 had l ef t , f or  i t  seemed t hat  I  mi ght  agai n have t o j eopar di ze 
ray saf et y f ur t her  by havi ng t o f i nd some way of  backi ng out  of  t hi s 
busi ness" of  s i gni ng t he pet i t i on, i t  ei t her  meant  st andi ng up and 
t al k i ng my way out , or  j us t  wal ki ng out  on t hei r  meet i ng« 

a sound beat i ng." 1 hear d t he K i bei  r ake t he r emar k bur. har di y 
t oor  not i ce of  v/hat  he sai d t hi nki ng t hat  t hi s f el l ow, whom I  
have consi der ed not abl e f or  hi s hai r - br ai ned i deas , was t al k i ng 
bi s agai n. Yet , I  coul d i magi ne t hat  t her e ni ght  be so., e t hi ng 

af oot . 

- he meet i ng br oke r.p shor t l y af t er  t hat , and I  t hi nk ever yone 
except i ng t he ICi bei  l ef t  wi t h a sense of  r el i ef , t hat  i s , i ;r ey must  
have been .- ��lad t he t hi nn concl uded wi t hout  t oo f ^ n e a pr oposi -
t i on bei ng s t at ed. As 1 went  out , sever al  L i bei  seemed t o p-  r .,de 
out  behi nd us , and I  wat ched t hem out  of  t he cor ner  of  my eyes as 
uhey headed t owar d t he i r oni ng r oom. A , K . , whose s wi d on t he 
i 3 sue I  woul d not  have known except  f or  seei ng hi m at  r egi s t r at i on 
l ast ; Sat ur dav, was wal ki ng near  me so I  went  up and wni spcr ea zo 
hi m "i .ed- damn t hese .t uyr . How t hat  t hose guys ar e buy i ng t ho i r  
heads agai nst  a st one wal l , t hey t hi nk t hey can put  t hei r  pl ans 
over  by t he use of  f o r c e." He murmured agr eement . He has been 
ver y f r i endl y t he l es t  sever al  days . 

3C!.i ? l ay, mot her  and I  went  over  t o o t h e r ' s , and we st ood 
ar ound t al k i ng I n a l ow t one among our sel ves. The i r oni ng r oom 
was near  by , .l ust  ar ound t he cor ner  f r om mot her 's bar r ack, and I  
coul d f eel  t he near ness of  t he r uf f i ans . wi ohi  haa Veen oovi ousl y 
xnoT,e upset ' by t he Ki bei * s r emar k about  beat i ng up peopl e t oai gnt , 
as - er e mot her  and May. They t al ked among t hemsel ves oi  one aesi r -
abi l i t v of  our  s l eepi ng at  t hei r  pl ace i adsqt  t oni gat  i ncoead o* 
t ak i ng chances wi t h't he s i t uat i on at  our  own apar t ment , n i c m was 
espec i al l y concer ned t hat  K . mi ght  have obser ved us t hi s af t er noon 
when v/e t ook al l  our  not es t o t he Bi l l i gs wi t h f omaa Toai . 
Sl ie must  have been more upset  t han 1 r ecogni sed, f or  wnen we f i nal l y 
deci ded t o t ake our  chances at  home, Mi chi  went  bo bed - .vitn such 
Q- p cl ot hi ng on i n ant i c i pat i on of  our  escape i f  auyt hmg shoul d 
happen. The pl an was t o j ump out  of  t he r ear  wi ndow, i r  t he op-
¿or f cuni t y per mi t t ed, and r un acr oss f as f i r ebr eak t owar d B i l l i es 
x'r ankl y. 1 di dn't  t i i ak much of  t he i dea, however , f or  t ne i  i r ebr eaj s 
i s - ide and dar k, and Wi chi  coul d not  r un f ast  enough t o st ay anead 
of  any "t oughf e". I  f el t  t hat  i n t he event  of  a r eal  at oacK, 1 
woul d have t o f i ght  i t  out , and whi l e I  f el t  some l i t t l e f ear , yet  
I  wai t ed wi t h a l i t t l e ant i c i pat i on of  a poss i bl e l i ght . 



The fol l owi ng resol ut i on appeared in the bl ock 5 men1e wash-
room on Sunday morning, February £8. I t was or i gi nal l y proposed by 
the K i bei  groups but i s al l eged to have been wr i t ten by some Ni sei 
l awyer. Some peopl e decl are that the wr i ter was Harry I/iayeda. 
Much was made of  the fact that thi s resol ut i on would be sent to 
Secretary of  War, St i mson, on Sunday, and i t was fel t among most 
Ki bei  and sympathetic Ni sei that the regi st rat i on shoul d proceed 
on t he basi s of  answers to these quest i ons. On Monday, however, 
both Maj or Marshal l  and the admi ni strat i on deni ed having recei ved 
or seen a copy of t hi s r esol ut i on. Several  Ni s e i  who hear d t hat  
t he r esol ut i on had not been submi t t ed to t he admi ni st r at i on seem-  p 
ed qui t e upset  f or  t hey had been banki ng on r egi s t er i ng accor di ng 
t o t he answer  r ecei ved. 

�:<?£ T OF RESOLUTI ON 

t he c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es of  ¿Amer i ca, r es i dent s of  
t he Tul e Lake Rel ocat i on P r o j ec t , Newel l , Cal i f o r ni a, i n or der  t o 
per f or m our  dut i es as Loyal  c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es and i n 
or der  t o uphol d t he pr i nc i pl es of  Democr acy as est abl i shed i n t he 
Const i t ut i on of  t he Uni t ed St at es do her eby st at e t hat : 

wher eas, we t he c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es have been asked 
by our  Gover nment  t o pl edge our  unqual i f i ed al l e î ence t o t hi s 
count r y« 

wher eas, we f eel  t hat  we have gi ven our  f ul l es t  cooper at i on t o 
t hi s pr ogr am of  evacuat i on. 

her eas , t he Gover nment  t hr ough t he Feder al  Reser ve Bank has 
f ai l ed t o pr ot ect  t he peopl e. 

Wher eas, we have t empor ar i l y sur r ender ed many of  t he r i ght s 
and pr i v i l eges of  c i t i zenshi p whi ch we have her et of or e enj oyed. 

wher eas, we suf f er ed l osses of  homes, pr oper t i es , wor k, f r eedom 
of  movement , separ at i on f r om f r i ends , and al l  t hi ngs ;e f el t  dear  t o 
us wi t hout  pr ot est . 

wher eas, we wi sh t o pr event  i n t he f ut ur e, t he mass evacuat i on 
or  conf i ni ng of  c i t i zens wi t hout  t r i a l . 

Wher eas, we f eel  t hat  t her e i s onl j f  one c l ass of  c i t i zenshi p 
i n t hi s count r y and a l oyal  c i t i zensof  one r ace shoul d not  be t r eat -
ed any di f f er ent  f r om anot her . 

1 her eas , v/e bel i eve t hat  some of  t hese t hi ngs ment i oned above 
const i t ut e a v i ol at i on of  our  c i v i l  r i ght s . 

i md wher eas, we bel i eve s i ncer el y and honest l y i n t he pr i nc i pl es 
of  f r eedom of  sppech. f r eedom of  wor shi p, f r eedom of  t he Pr ess , 
and f r eedom of  Assembl age as embodi ed i n t he Const i t ut i on and i t s 
amendment s. 
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Therefore, be I t resol ved: 

1. That we ask Secreatry of War , Henry L. St i ns on, that af t er a 
thorough i nvest i gat i on by the Mi l i tary Intel l i gence and the Federal  
Bureau of Invest i gat i on and other Federal  Author i t i es that persons 
that are cl eared should have absol ute freedom of movement and the 
choi ce of returni ng to thei r hones. 

2. That  we r equest  Pr es i dent  Roosevel t  t o gi ve us assur ance 
t hat  he wi l l  use hi s good o f f i c e i n an endeaver  t o secur e a l l  con-
s t i t ut i onal  and c i v i l  r i ght s as Amer i can Ci t i zens . 

3. That  t he secur i t y f or  t he I s s ei s be assur ed. 

4. That  we ask Pr es i dent  Roosevel t  t o use hi s good o f f i c e t o 
br i ng f avor abl e I mpr essi on t o t he publ i c r egar di ng t he l oyal  c i t i -
zens . 

5. That  we ask t hat  t hose I s s ei s consi der ed by t he Gover nment  
as bei ng not  di s l oyal  t o t hi s Gover nment  be c l ass i f i ed as "f r i endl y 
al i ens ". 

6. That  we have t he Gover nment  not e t he advant ages of  t he good 
publ i c i t y t o be gai ned by di sbur s i ng Hi s ei  sol di er s i nt o t he Army 
at  l ar ge r at her  t han f or mi ng a separ at e combat  t eam; and t hat  t he 
Gover nment  f ur t her  not e t hat  t he educat i on of  Caucasi an sol di er s can 
be made t hr ough deep comr adeshi p t hat  gr ows bet ween sol di er s f ac i ng 
a common t ask and t her eby educat e t he Amer i can publ i c . 

7. That  t he Gover nment  r ecogni zi ng t hat  we ar e f i ght i ng f or  t he 
Four  Fr eedoms as embodi ed i n t he At l ant i c Char t er  shoul d appl y t hese 
democr at i c pr i nc i pl es t o us her e at  home. 

8. That  we bel i eve that i f  sat i sfactory answers can be gi sren 
by a Gover nment  spokesman, pr ef er abl y the Pr es i dent  of  t he Uni t ed 
St at es t o t hese quest i ons we can go and f i ght  f or  t h i s , our  count r y 
wi t hout  f ear  or  qual ms concer ni ng t he secur i t y of  our  future r i ght s . 
I f  sat i s f act oxy answer s cannot  be gi ven, we b&l i ve that the consti -
t ut i onal  r i ght s have not  been uphel d and we see no r eason why we 
shoul d r egi s t er  wi t hout  due knowl edge of  our  c i t i zens hi p. 

And be i t  f ur t her  r esol ved, t hat  we r espect i vel y ask f or  imme-
di at e answer s t o t he quest i ons i n t hi s r esol ut i on. 

(Thi s r esol ut i on was post ed i n handwr i t t en t r ans l at i on i n J apanese. 
On t he J apanese t r ans l at i on of  t he r esol ut i on, t he f ol l owi ng epi -
t het s appear ed: The God Damned Bast ar d ..ho Wr ot e Thi s Ought  t o be 
Shot . The Ni s ei  who wr ot e t hi s pr obabl y coul dn't  r ead J apanese 
and hence di dn't  under st and what  was wr i t t en t her e. Hi s was t hen 
pr obabl y a gener al  obj ect i on t o t he ef f or t  of  t he K i bei  t o r est r ai n 
t he r egi s t r at i on pr ogr am.) 



The f ol l owi ng pamphl et  was post ed i n each of  t he v/ashrooms 
t hr oughout  t he pr oj ect  by t he K i bei  or gani zat i on on t he ear l y morn-
i ng of  Febr uar y 25, 1943, The or i gi nal  copy showed many t ypogr aph-
i c al  er r or s and poor  s t enc i l  cut t i ng, not  t o ment i on i nnumer abl e 
gr ammat i cal  er r or s whi ch ar e pr eser ved i n t hi s copy. On t he copy 
post ed i n t he men's wahr oom, bl ock 5, someone wr ot e i n dur i ng t he 
f i r s t  week of  Mar ch t he f o l l owi ng r emar ks i n l ar ge penc i l l ed l et -
t er s : "God Dam L i e" ( i n t he upper  l ef t  hand cor ner , "Pr o- J aps" 
(at  t he bot t om of  t he sheet ; and cr ossed out  t he whol e t hi ng wi t h 
t wo bol d s t r okes . 

Regi st r at i on I nf or mat i on * 

Why you shoul d not  Regi st er ? 

V/hy you shoul d not  deci de your sel f  bl ack or  whi t e�yes or  no 
on your  st at ement  For m 304 A Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce. Do you know t hat  
t he Po l i t i c i ans and t he Amer i can Legi on ar e doi ng t hei r  best  t o enact  
t he new l aws or  amend t he c l auses i n t he Const i t ut i on, i n or der  t o 
cancel  our  c i t i zenshi p? Do you know t hat  i f  t hey pr ocur e t he wr i t t en 
st at ement s as evi dence t o pr ove t hei r  case i n t he Supr eme Gcur t  and 
i n Congr ess, t hey coul d enact  t he new amendment  t o r evoke your  ci -
t i zenshi p? Your  f at her s and mot her s came t o t hi s count r y and l abor ed 
ar duousl y f or  year s , by savi ng t hei r  money t hey bought  t he pr oper t i es 
and l and i n your  names. I  am sur e t hat  you ar e awar e of  t he f ac t , 
t hat  i t  i s of  no avai l  t o t hr ow away your  pr oper t i es , ycur  l ands and 
your  f ar m equi pment s. Do you know t hat  Uncl e Sam needs your  f ar m 
equi pment s, � y o u r  monoy and l ands by ot her  means l ess 
expens i ve, i f  poss i bl e? Congr essmen and t he'Ar r ay ar e l ooki ng f or  
t he evi dence whi ch i s your  st at ement  on Form 304 A , whet her  i t  s t at es , 
"Yes* or  No" t o enact  t he new l aws or  amend t he c l ause m t he Const i -
t ut i on t o make i t  l egal  domest i cal l y or  i nt er nat i onal l y t o conf i s-
cat e your  pr oper t y. They coul d t ake al l  of  our  st at ement s t o Con-
gr ess i mmedi at el y. I f  t her e ar e many "r l o1 s" and l ess "Yes 1 s" i n 
our  st at ement s, t hen we wi l l  be over r ul ed by t he maj or i t y "No ' s " . 
No , means t hat  you ar e wi l l i ng t o denounce your  pr i v i l eges and 
r i ght s as an Amer i can c i t i zen  ̂ Then t hey coul d def i ne a l l  o f  us 
di s l oyal , t hey coul d cancel  our  c i t i zenshi ps , t hus maki ng us enemy 
al i ens . Our  pr oper t i es wi l l  be c l as s i f i ed as enemy al i en pr oper t i es , 
maki nr  I t  l egal  t o conf i scat e l egal l y our  pr oper t i es . They coul d 
conf i scat e your  money, l and and f ar m equi pment s or  use i t  wi t hout  
your  per mi ss i on. When t hi s happens you wi l l  not  be abl e t o make 
any compl ai nt s t o t he Red Cr oss, t he Spani sh Co n s u l  or  t o J apan, 
The wr i t t en st at ement s of  your  "Y es ' s " and , r No f s" wi l l  be used agai nst  
you. 3ven af t er  t hi s war  you wi l l  not  have any r i ght s t o be abl e 
t o c l ai m f or  damages, because of  your  st at ement s. I f  Uncl es Sam 
cancel s your  c i t i zenshi ps and conf i scat es your  l and and money wi t h-
out  your  st at ement s, t hen t he Ked Cr oss , Spani sh Consul  and J apan 
coul d do somet hi ng about  i t . Po l i t i c i ans wi l l  say t hat  i f  you do not  
per f or m t he obl i gat i ons of  a c i t i zen t hen you shoul d not  be ent i t l ed 
t o t he r i ght s of  a c i t i zen i n r ef er ence t o your  wr i t t en st at ement s, 
wher eby maki ng i t  poss i bl e f or  Congr ess t o enact  t he l aw or  amend t he 
c l ause t o t he Const i t ut i on t o cancel  your  c i t i zenshi p i n a l egal  



way. I f  Uncl e Sam conf i scat es your  l ands wi t hout  your  st at ement s 
t hen you coul d compl ai n t o t he f ul l es t  ext ent  about  i t  t o t he Red 
Gr oss, t he Spani sh Consul  and t o J apan. I f  you si gn t he st at ement , 
t hen J apan, t he Red Cr oss and t he Spani sh Consul  wi l l  not  be abl e 
t o do anyt hi ng f or  you. I n or der  t o enact  new l aws or  t o cancel  
your  c i t i zenshi ps , t he Uni t ed St at es Gover nment  needs your  wr i t t en 
st at ement s as evi dences t o r ef er  t o . 

As you know t he Amer i can Legi on i s t he l ar gest  po l i t i c al  or gani -
zat i on i n t he Uni t ed St at es . They coul d i nf l uence ot her s eas i l y 
agai nst  us, t he t or t i can- J apanese, The Amer i can Legi on had t he' 
r esol ut i onsaadopt ed l ong bef or e Dec . 7t h, 1941, t o put  us i n t he 
concent r at i on camps. As t o t hi s , t he Ar my used t he Legi ons pet i t i on 
t o put  us i n Rel ocat i on Cent er s. Now, Leon Happel l  of  St ockt on, 
Cal i f , conmander  of  t he Amer i can Legi on pr oposed t he r emoval  of  al l  
J apanese r es i di ng i n t he Uni t ed St at es t o some smal l  i s l ands i n t he 
Sout h Seas , af t er  an Amer i can v i c t or y i n t hi s war , and al so opposed 
enl i st ment  of  J apanese i n t he Amer i can A r a$r  and Navy and r equest i ng 
t he Army t o t ake over  t he cont r ol  of  t he Rel ocat i on Cent er s . Ther e 
was a s i mi l ar  r esol ut i on passed i n t he Amer i can Legi on Post  at  Hood 
Ri ver , Or egon t o depor t  al l  J apanese Al i ens and c i t i zens al i k e back 
t o J apan af t er  t he war . Thei r  r esol ut i ons wer e pr oposed t o ext end 
t o t he r est  of  t he Amer i can Legi on Post s t houghout  t he nat i on. 

'- he po l i t i c i ans and t he Ar my des i r e t o cancel  your  c i t i zenshi p 
i n or der  t o conf i scat e your  l ands , your  f ar m equi pment s, and s i mi l ar  
machi ner y, and your  money. They do not  wi sh t o pay f or  your  equi p-
ment s, machi ner i es, and your  l ands . Bewar e of  your  wr i t t en st at e-
ment s t hat  wi l l  be used agai nst  you and t o 

(The bot t om of  t hi s sheet  was cut  of f  wi t h a kni f e by someone, but  
st at ement s i n ot her  washr ooms wer e sai d t o have compl et ed t he not e 
of  caut i on wi t h t he ur gi ng t hat  noone r egi s t er . The sheet  was cut  
of f  on t he same day t hat  i t  was pos t ed.) 



J o i nt  Meet i ng of  P l anni ng Bd . , 
Febr uar y 15, 1945 

Counc i l  and Bl ock I l anager s. 

The meet i ng t oday was c al l ed f o r  t he pur pose of  answer i ng t he 
quest i ons submi t t ed f r om each of  t he bl ocks f o l l owi ng t he bl ock 
meet i ngs of  l as t  Wed ens day n i ght . A meet i ng was hel d by t he execu-
t i ve gr oup of  t he P l anni ng Bd. and t he Counc i l  t o dec i de when t he 
meet i ng shoul d be hel d. Uayeda's v i ew was t hat  Monday woul d be 
ear l y enough, espe&dal l y s i nce Cover l y and L i eut enant  Cai &ol l * s 
r epl i es t o t he quest i ons woul d not  be r eady Bef or e t hen. Shi r ai  
f o r  some r eason f el t  t hat  i t  was ur gent  t o hol d a meet i ng sooner , 
and r es i gned f or t hwi t h when t he ot her s dec i ded agai ns t  h i s pr o-
posal  o f  meet i ng on Sunday i nst ead o f  Monday. However , he must  
have somehow been r econc i l ed over  t he week- end f or  he was i n hi s 
usual  pos i t i on at  t oday 's meet i ng. 

The emer gency meet i ng was cal l ed f or  1:50 p . m. , but  by t he 
t i me I  ar r i ved ar ound 1:25, t he whol e hal l  was al most  packed� A l l  
t he bl ock manager s, counci l men, and pl anni ng boar d r epr esent at i ves , 
wer e pr esent  al most  wi t hout  except i on, and enkudi ende of  al most  
100 per s ns gat her ed bes i des . To br i ng or der  i nt o t h i s j ammed 
ha l l , Li r . Yamashi t a of  t he P l anni ng Boar d r equest ed t hat  t he bl ock 
manager s a t e . , s i t  at  t he f i r s t  t wo t abl es by war ds , whi l e t he 
r es t  of  t he audi ence s i t  i n t he r ow f ur t hes t  back . Onl y t he r epr e-
sent at i ves wer e t o be per mi t t ed t he f l &o r . The audi ence was cl ear -
l y a het er ogeneous mi xt ur e of  K i be i , Ni s ei  and I s s e i , a l l  wi t h a 
ver y somber  appear ance. Apar t  f r om t he i nv i t ed Caucas i ans , Doug. 
Cook was t he onl y ot her  Caucasi an f r om t he s t af f , and some of  t he 
so l di er s of  t he r ec r ui t i ng t eam wer e wi t h hi m. Fi r . Cover  1 y , Mr . 
F r ank Smi t h, end L t . Car r o l l , ar r i ved a l i t t l e l at e and t ook t hei r  

f l aces at  t he head t abl e bes i de Har r y Mayeda, chai r man, Mr . Yamashi t a, 
l ear ni ng Boar d chai r man, Mr . Tsas. I k eda, P l anni ng Bd . , Hobor u Sh i r a i , 

Ex . Sec t y , of  Counc i l , Bob Ot a, Chr . of  Bl ock Manager s , and Hev . 
"F at her " Dai , P l anni ng Boar d and i nt er pr et er . A P . A . syst em was 
set  up wi t h F at her  Dai  at  one phone and Har r y Mayeda at  t he ot her . 

I  sat  i n t he back r ow i n a c o mer , t he onl y seat  I  coul d f i nd, 
but  a l l  t he di scuss i on coul d be c l ear l y hear d f r om t hat  po i nt . Sev-
er al  I s s ei  wer e seat ed ar ound me di scuss i ng t he quest i on among them-
sel ves bef or e t he meet i ng began. The opi ni on expr essed was , "As 
f ar  as t he I s s e i  ar e concer ned, i t ' s c l ear  wher e we s t and. But  
t he Ni s e i  pr obl em i s a mor e d i f f i c u l t  one. However , as I  see i t , 
t he i ssue has t o be dec i ded i ndi v i dual l y . " The murmure'I  conver sa-
t i on went  on. Sai d someone, "Say , l ook at  t he number  I n t he ha l l . 
They shoul d ehar ge admi ss i on, t hey 'd make a l o t . " Sai d anot her , 
"Y ah, char ge maybe <¿5.00 t o t he Caucas i ans up t her e, and 10$ t o 
t he r es t  of  us . " The r emar ks wer e made j ok i ngl y i n J apanese, but  
one f el t  t hat  t he r emar ks r ef l ec t ed t hei r  f eel i ngs . 

Har r y ; ¿aydea st ar t ed by i nt r oduc i ng t he Caucasi an -  nes t s , f o r  
whom scat t er i ng appl ause was o f f er ed, par t i c ul ar l y by t he Ni s e i , 
but  Cover l y got  t he most . _<e t hen expl ai ned t he pur pose of  t he 
meet i ng as t hat  of  answer i ng t he quest i ons whi ch had" been t ur ned 
i n , and he f ur t her  r equest ed t hat  di scuss i on be r ef r ai ned unt i l  
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t he Quest i ons had al l  been answer ed. Mayeda al so announced t hat  
bl ock meet i ng® shoul d be hel d t oni ght  on t he bas i s of  t he quest i ons 
answer ed t oday, and desi gnat ed t hr ee per sons, t he bl ock manager , 
counci l man, and pl anni ng boar d r epr esent at i ves , t o act  j o i nt l y as 
chl r i men of  t hei r  r espect i ve bl ock meet i ngs. 

(See quest i on and answer  sheet  f r om Gover l y i n mi meogr aphed f or m 
f or  t he f ur t her  di scuss i on t hat  t ook p l ac e. ) 

The gi s t  of  Cover l y* s answer s t o t he quest i ons submi t t ed may 
be sum- jar  i s ed as f ol l ows : 

i  I t  i s not  necessar y t o answer  most  of  t he quest i ons per t ai n -
�  ̂ "t o Quest i on 26 s i nce a subst i t ut e quest i on has been of -

f er ed and t he quest i ons no l onger  ar e per t i nent . 
2. Regi s t r at i on of  appl i cant s f or  l eave, bot h i s s ei  and i i i sei , 

3 f *he°whol e"pr ogr am of  l eave c l eamac e i s t o expedi t e t he pro-
cess of  l eave cl ear ance by havi ng t he array hcndl e t he mat t er  

4. T ber e î n̂o p̂oss i bi l i t y of  answer i ng quest i ons at  pr esent  per -
t ai ni ng t o t he pr obl ems of  r et ur ni ng t o for tner  homes on t he 
Pac i f i c Coast , gai ni ng c i t i zenshi p f or  t he I s s ei , et c . _ 

5. Thor e i s t o be no f or ced r el ocat i on i f  t he peopl e do not  wi sh 

f i  Tt  i s~ n̂ot p̂ossi bl e to answer  at  pr esent  t he i i spl i cat i onsSof  
t he denem Treaty of  1926 on t hi s mat t er , as t o whet her  t he 
evacueesè ar e consi der ed "pr i soner s of  war ", or  an*:m wnet her  
H o evacuees my be r equi r ed t o answer  quest i ons of  t h i s t ype. 

7. l io def ni t e penal t i es have been det er mi ned as yet  xor  t hose 
Y/ho f a i l  t o answer  t he quest i ons of  f or m 126 r evi sed U s s e i ) . 

Ther e .er e i n al l  some 60 quest i ons whi ch Mr , Cover l y answer ed 
but  manv wer e concer ni ng det ai l ed pr obl ems. Most  of  t nem coul d oe 
answer ed under  t he poi nt s br ought  out  above. ,i y nd l ar ô t he 
answer s t o t he quest i ons seemed unsat i s f act or y i n t ne sense t hat  
t he f undament al  pr obl ems t r oubl i ng t he mi nds of  I s s ei , ana ahe 
f cr aossi bi l i t y of  r emovi ng t hei r  f undament al  f r ust r at i on ox bei ng 
S l e t o r et ur n bo t hei r  f or mer  homes under  f or mer  condi t i ons can-

not  be met , 

L t . Car r ol l  was t hen cal l ed upon t o speak. Te r ead agai n t he 
st at ement  f r om t he M r  Dept . under  t he s i gnat ur e of  Kec t y .o t t as on 
and al so t he st at ement  f r om t he Deut , per t ai ni ng t o t he r ecr ui t i ng 
of  Ni s ei  f or  t he combat  t eam. Hi s eaphaai s was on t he f act  t hat  
p car ef ul  nar usal  of  t hi s st at ement  .oul d answer  al most  al l  - she 
q u e l f i B̂ r ai sed about  t he pr obl em of  vol unt eer i ng t ar  t he combat  
t el m. Car r ol l  ended l t h t he st at ut , "A f ai l ur e t o conpl y wi t h 
t he r egi s t r at i on of  K i aai  f or  «el oot i ve ser vi ce i s. subj ect  t o t he 
penal t i es def i ned i n t he Espi onage Act  of  1917 by whi ch She del i n-
nuent  ;- av be Ri ven a aaasimum pr i son sent ence ox SO year s QfflH|  a 
f t a f o f  10 000, or  bo t h." J he l ast  st at ement  caused a s t i r  among 
t he K i s e i , but  t he I s s ei  r esponse - as i nest i mabl e because t he state-
ment  v/as not  t r ans l at ed. 
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The di scussi on st ar t ed f ol l owi ng t hese st at ement s by Cover l y 
and Car r ol l . 

Gshi ma: (Ni sei ) Var i ous pr ogr ams have been i nt r oduced by t he WRA 
i n t he past  i n whi ch no adequat e pr epar at i on has been gi ven. Yet  
t hey have "been handed over  t o t he bl ock manager s and r epr esent at i ves 
t o pr esent  ¡ ĥe peopl e, and ever y t i me we've t aken a baat i ng be-
cause of  t he VjRA. V/e've been pl aced i n a l ot  of  di f f i c u l t  spot s 
because of  t hese mi st akes of  t he WRA, but  t h i s one beat s t hem a l l . 
�J ay 1 ask t hat  t he admi ni st r at i on her eaf t er  gi ve us al l  t he i nf or  � 

vision bef or e we ar e asked t o pr esent  anyt hi ng t o t he peopl e, 

Cover l y: (wi t h & gr i m f ace) Ve have gi ven you a l l  t he i nf or mat i on as 
f as t  as we've got  i t  f r om t he pr oper  o f f i c es , 

Tanemur aj  The answer s gi ven t o many quest i ons t oday have been hi gh-
l y unsat i s f ac t or y . As f ar  as t oday1 s di scuss i on goes, t he answer s 
ar e so #ague i n many i nst ances t hat  i t  woul d have been j us t  as wel l  
i f  we had had no meet i ng at  a l l , 

� 

Cover l y: I  have gi ven an answer  t o ever y quest i on t hat  was asked 
on t he quest i onnai r e. I f  you f i nd my answer s sat i s f ac t or y , i t ' s 
because you haven't  asked t he quest i ons . 

Tanemr a: You have sai d i n your  r epl i es , "Thi s i s a quest i on f or  
t he War  Dept . and so I  cannot  answer / ' or  "The Y/XU pol i cy has not  
boen c l ar i f i ed on t he po i nt ," How do you expect  us t o br i ng answer s 
l i ke t hat  back t o t he peopl e and expect  t o keep t hem qui et * The 
same quest i ons ar e goi ng t o come back at  us and we won't  have a 
chance of  t r yi ng t o pr event  any r eac t i on. 

I l oj i ma: I  I i ave sever al  quest i ons f r om my bl ock peopl e t hat  I  shoul d 
l i ke t o have answer ed, (See accompanyi ng quest  i on- an si /er  s heet ) . 

Hi ur a: I l r . Chai r man, I ' d l i ke t o say a f ew t hi ngs . The evacuat i on 
hi  s pl aced t he peopl e i n a ver y di f f i c u l t  pos i t i on. We have a l l  
had t o gi ve up homes i n whi ch, i n many case§ , i Te have l i ved 
f or  many year s . We have g3.ven up f ar ms whi ch our  f at her s wor ked 
and i mpr oved, somet i mes over  a per i od of  t went y, or  t hi r t y year s . 
Some of  us hr vo gi ven up pr oper t y whi ch was val ued at  t housands 
of  do l l ar s , and of t en at  a t r emendous l oss . We have done al l  t hi s 
wi t hout  compl ai ni ng because we f el t  t hat  by evacuat i ng qui et l y we � 
mi ght  cooper at e i n t he war  ef f o r t . Now we w$i | t  t o ask t he Gover n-
ment  find t he - VRA t o st and behi nd us . Won't  you hel p us t o t r y t o 
r egai n some of  t hose t hi ngs whi ch we have l os t . Vie have gi ven our  
l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es ; won't  you t r y t o hel p us i n get t i ng 
so: i£ of  t hose t hi ngs we ar e aski ng f o r . Mr . Cover l y, i f  you woul d 
t r y t o hel p us , I  am sur e t he peopl e woul d be back of  you on any-
t hi ng you say, 

Cover l y: Yes , I  wi l l  t r y , 

Ki mur a: 1 am a member  of  t he pl anni ng boar d and I  must ,r epor t  back 
t o my bl ock peopl e t oni ght , i  must  expl ai n t o 'Ghem what  t ook pl ace 
her e :taarifcgtt  t hi s af t er noon and t r y t o br i ng t hem t o a pokat  f r om 
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whdch r$r  bl ock peopl e can make some deci s i on about  t he mat t er  of  
r egi s t r at i on. However , i n t he di scuss i on t oday I  have i r a t  been 
unabl e t o der i ve any f undament al  pr i nc i pl e whi ch I  may of f er  t o t he 
peopl e as a means by whi ch t hey my ar r i ve at  some dec i s i on. Some 
under l yi ng pr i nc i pl e i s want ed so t hat  we can use i t  as a st ar t i ng 
poi nt  i n our  t hi nk i ng; but  f or  mysel f  I  have been unabl e t o f i nd 
anyt hi ng i n t oday 's di scussi on t hat  br i ngs out  anyt hi ng c l ear l y i n 
my mi nd. I f  t her e i s anyone her e who can t el l  me what  f undament al  
pr i nc i pl e f or  maki ng dec i s i ons has been of f er ed, I  shoul d l i ke t o 
hear  hi n. I  do not  car e whet her  t hat  i ndi v i dual  i s a bl ock manager , 
a counci l man, or  a member  of  t he pl anni ng boar d, i f  anyone can 
gi ve :i e t hi s under l yi ng pr i nc i pl e of  dec i s i on, 1 shoul d l i ke t o 
hear  hi m. (appl ause) 

Cover l y: v/hat  t he gent l eman says makes a l ot  of  sense t o me. I t  
i s cer t ai nl y des i r abl e t o ar r i ve at  some f undament al  pr i nc i pl e 
of  t hought  i n or der  t o deci de about  t hi s quest i on of  t he r egi st r a-
t i on. The f undament al  p r i n c i p l e t hat  may be suggest ed i s t hat  
of  sel f  i nt er es t . The 17KA i s t r y i ng t o make t he r egi s t r at i on f or  
l eave cl ear ance now wo t hat  t he pr ocess of  enabl i ng l eave wi l l  be 
f ac i l i t at ed. I f  ever yone i s r egi s t er ed a l l  at  once, t he mat t er  i s 
gr eat l y s i mpl i f i ed f or  al l  of  us . I f  you l ook at  t he t hi ng st r i c t -
l y f r om t he st andpoi nt  of  sel f  i nt er es t , i t  woul d 'seem c l ear  t hat  
t her e shoul d be no quest i on about  t he r egi s t r at i on. 

(Cover l y , however , had mi ssed t he ent i r e po i nt . I n t he f i r s t  pl ace, 
t he I s s ei  have no des i r e t o r el ocat e anywher e el se. Fur t her mor e, 
sel f  i nt er est  i s essent i al l y an Amer i can concept  and i s scar cel y 
under st andabl e t o J apanese who const ant l y t hi nk i n t er ms of  mu-
t ual  or  col l ect i ve ac t i on.) 

Sh i r ai : 1 shoul d &i k e t o make some comments on t he quest i on of  t he 
pr i nc i pl e t o f ol l ow wi t h r egar d t o t hese j o i nt  meet i ngs. The pur -
pose of  t hese meet i ngs i s t o hol d f r equent  di scuss i ons of  t he 
pr esent  quest i on whi ch t r oubl es us a l l . We c an't  of f er  you t he 
answer s t hat  wi l l  enabl e you t o make a dec i s i on, but  we ar e her e 
t o di scuss t he pr obl em so t hat  t hr ough t hi s di scussi on we may ar -
r i ve at  some c l ear er  i dea of  what  I t  i s al l  about . Thi s , I  t hi nk, 
i s t he pr i nc i pl e whi ch we may t ake back t o our  bl ocks. {Thi s r e-
pl y , whi l e ver y sens i bl e, r ecei ved onl y a ver y cool  r esponse.) 

(A f el l ow who had been s i t t i ng next  t o me, an I s s ei  about  s i xt y 
year s of  age wi t h t he mi en of  a f ar mer  and a not  espec i al l y i nt el -
l i gent  f ace ar ose, st amped hi s f oot , and asked f or  t he f l oor . He 
was not  t o be per mi t t ed, t he f l oor  accor di ng t o t he or i r i nal  r ul i ng 
at  t he st ar t  of  t he meet i ng, s i nce t hi s f e&l ow was nei t her  a coun-
ci l man nor  pl anni ng board, member . 'Vfhen Mayeda i gnor ed hi m because 
of  t he ot her  arms i n t he ai r , She f el l ow wal ked f or war d i nt o t he 
next  ai s l e, i n t he mi ddl e of  t he hal l , and st ood t her e aski ng f or  
t he f l oor . Someone pul l ed hi m back , however , and made hi m si t . 
down t o qui et  hi m.) 

A f ew more quest i ons wer e asked but  t he meet i ng br oke up at  4:30 
because t he messhai l  had t o st ar t  pr epar at i ons f or  supper .) 

I  met  Mut s, my cous i n, on t he way home. Sai d he, "What  a hel l  of  
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a meet i ng. I  mi ght  j us t  as wel l  have st ayed home and r ead a good 
book, l el l , t hose guys had no t hi n' t o say. v/hy don't  t hey send 
us an of f i cer  wi t h a l i t t l e more br ai ns . That  guy j ust  r ead hi s 
t al k ; but  we've r ead t he t hi ngs al r eady i n t he paper s . A l l  we 
l ear ned was t hat  we'd get  f i ned and i mpr i soned i f  we don't  r egi s-
t er . 


