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obligation to ay n&tive land h&a motivated oe during the
past twelve months upbn thre™ separate and distinct &
slons to volunteer for aotive eerYloe iIn the United
Armjt irtierfesoevej™fLt tRity fighting to j>r ®rve tlie

o&n Yray of Xife#®

IT r( 1 Wuldt a thousand tl»eg prefer to dI# on a
b&ttX# front as an American soldier in defense of freedom
and caeooryil y» for the principlee iMiich 1 bellevef rather
than to live In relative Qomfortiau an interned alien

__ treicfeerotte attack on Pearl Harbor, the bombing
T Kanilm 1 aggressor of th war 1
Japan are ~opi*phensible to ire ag to Any American

Xf toerioa wer”™ invaded tod™y# I# | ftnd 701000 other
XoyailAffierioaii of luipastyy would t>e
wllll™Mg« 1 enger*dtoll”™y down our Iiétit’\down In tli#fg_

I . - : _ _ --our

Gt
country a/(ld/\ <Qur ii> e/r\tl/\® g .

n 4
Be ttot 11 may; |1 reiterate, rftgareiesg of the par-

eon&X consequences”™ t It entail the Oaerifies of »y
. - . fir &r
*Yan life pr; A adr salut# thia .~onopabla”

and t&f\co\ku%v"$ th® Uititeil t«e of *ip& for #
the gallant etaxid that™iaa been tafcen for the preservation

of fun ament&l pi*ineipX8 of 5 Kooraoy and fix
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Copy of translation of petition by
mothers of Minidoka Relocation

Center, February 10, 1944.

The mothers of those in Minidoka, who are at the draft
ages.

We, the mothers of those who are at the draft ages and who
are the residents in Minidoka, are woorying over the draft order
jJjust promulgated. We think that our sons, even though they are
the citizens, have been in the position that makes them incapable
to exercise their right as the citizens since the time of eva-
cuation owing to severe rejection by the government and by the
people.

For instance, iIn some states and cities, to the citizens
of the Japanese ancestry:

Buying lands is forbidden.

ssuing licenses is forbidden*

By the order of military authority, entering the
highest universities is refused.
Engaging in the war industry is excluded.
That Lieutenant General DeWitt called them IA Jap-is

a Japr,, after evacuation, and treated them like enemy
aliens, has been thought by us as the act of not only
himself (Oe? itt) but also as the act of the government.

0o

(] h

From the present circumstances stated above, we, mothersy
feel impatient great pains to see that they are forced only to
discharge their duties Tiilly by sacrificing their lives in Tighting
at the front* All of us are now passing days and nights in pain
and worry*

We petition, therefore, to give you reconsideration to this
matter, by sympathizing with our situation.



eopx
ITSSI FSTXTIOH Drafted by MIK YASUI
to be presented to$

Pr 8ident raakHa Boo Minidoka V?B4
Seety of g™ Henry Hunt# Idaho
Lt, General Delos 'mmoma Fbruax*y 10» 1944

9 AHEHICiUv CITIZENS of Japanese ancestry”™ now awaiting call
into tiae United States Army und#r the Selective Service, a”e highly
gratified by the recognition by the federal aathoriHes of our
ful place 3i Amerie £ iuid we re proud of Iseiug giveri the c”portunity
to sOj*ve our country in tB hour of need* ~Nieu and if called for active
service, we shall do our utmost to contribute to the glories of arms
of our imticm and to give to perverted xi Jdoetr3jift ofmperiority
of a 4ch s?2n race*. We ure 1illing and ®a ef* 110 add otir Jflare to the
Jjmttonal effort iIn attaining an e&riy victory and in th« wlrmin of
the tB&&*.

How9Ter9 In th t ve are now subject to tb« obligationd of
eitj”enshii) where&8 so e of the ri”vts and of @riean
Oitikerx have been denied to UO r are teapox*ax?lly wO wish
to point out th&t certain exist* Wn resp©® t fuliy submit tha$

godb Istent with the highest i1deale pt Justice and demo raoj9 |
ttatijcrai govemsient should devote attentHfm towards the OOrrectlon

of th™ r ;e 8P~ cnd8l, ™ n
©y our govemaents S

Im FreedoK of SQOTeaanti

We believe that ws# Asi“rican citizen# of Japancae an-
cestry. ahotild b« permitted to Oxerolae the equal right
of aaoire”ent anywhere at anytime ae enjoyed by othar
American oitlsene* "W nre prohibited from enterliig ooa«t-
al reas vitliiii *de Vfeatem DefOns® CoBtaftnd in hicli our
former ho ee are i1ocatedy We believe that na dieorImlnatoxy
r"8trietlon ba8ed 4n ¥'c« 8h<Hild td irapaaed upou tile
movement of any oltlzen who is not epeclfically deprived
of such rigiit by due pmoeeF of law*

u : Eight|tb own property! N -
We boXiaTG that the piroblbitlon against “cot"%&BX\d
articlei?* the Pef6HB” Coaimand should be r®7 kedf
miul that w« be pex™ltted to poRsess whateoeveK* |)rc3)pertled

£1id to ufte them as other citizen™ subject to th9
~acae penal tie® for the misuse of any such ertieles

3. Equal Ghoicj# of Servie® In the armed forgees
We believe that the arbitrary designation of qualified
Americans of Jppanene anoe”trj to either th« special”
ooiabat UnXt at Camp Bhelby or to the dp”elal ianguageil

nohool at Ohm|? should be modified so as > allow
Inductees of Japanese ancestry option 6t JierrlcO® in Any
bré&ncli of the armed forces of th« United Btatce, fell

that 1%would y0 a aoiHi effective aad dré&saatio exhibition



of deaocraey In action i1f we are p~rtsitted to fight the Onemy

at the side of our f@liov Arerieanfl* lesff of aheeatry

or color* rather than In any segregate Moreover,

there az'e aany ataoret us "o have had specialized train-

ing nd doeire to serv” oitr country In h® specie TfTield

In whlGh ne are best qualified and can be of moot ferricO.

Xi namestly request the prUvilege of oOelecting the

branch of service In “"lIch ne are to aerre be Oxt +d to
abjiscit to Une; uiival r“qulrementa of aualiflotitlon and

national necessity*

4. Aval lability of special iaiiitary training proffrag,

We believe th tAsaeplcsaiis of Japanese unicestry should b#
granted the sasie opportunity of Joining tn spacial niiilté&ry
training prograits in coilegen and imiversfties aw otfetr
American soldiers, wO that Kany of us are well quail-*

far @uoh tralalngf and that our best ocntrlbution to
the wat* effort eould be mad® alon”™ such npEfclftlized 1111158

5.Equality of Opportunity for Advancementi
We b«ii8Te that ttdTtooeiaenlfe in the 11133tsry forces .should
"bii |Pant jall/ Asierlo”™."the banls' #.ability .

and quaXifieatioiu We |™ellev®© timt gr duat®s of Chliffip
BAv&ge L&nguag# School and t® ci”er3 Of anb# tr;/
Jiould be granted co #rfFalonoOn the aaee basis any other

Amerloan citizen. 720 feel tVvmt the denial ot the opi>ort-anity
of advancement to Asiericun 80ldiera of J pajiese anceatry

to be reimgnaiit to tSs? Idealsm d aims for thi war

Ifi fArugbt.

6v3Squailty of Employment In Industrys
We pwl3Leve :that opportuni.ty; eMawld he "¢
tended to u$ for eaploy”ent in uny field of indu«try upon
the same basis &8 any other AaericRn oltlxen, A
of have applied for jobs isi “eeeatlal Industrlee
to do our ehar<s In th« nationlll war effortr but have been
denied amoh “mplo”eQt « subject the adv tloyalty
ve ek% -pou! 4 ; . ioappln us 1#ft .our c rib : ”~
the war effort. We T«#X that such sdcurltjr measures of the
internal plant divjLsioivof the War department should ‘bs applied

on n equ 1 basia a ther n without pena«
XIxIKFir las oil accotint raoe or ancePtry. We fe”l that the

Prooia atiloft 880 be od3\Pie<i out fact
as —««IX la spirit.

We believ th t the abpv matter should be cla®F* ifled by our
national government for oar benefit, ae Aneriean oltlzens™ ae a
matter of fundamecital right, WF f«el that the cheerful and willing

of oiilp obUg&tidna 8 Amsric n citisend reeipz”oally c Us
for* tie um quivooai x<C8toratiioil of our fiali ortizenship ri ©®*



Further* we timt the fa owing matters should be
youl* favora'bl® eoneideration;

~riendly Alien Statu®e for Japanese national© whose «on»
or daughters serving in the mrsied forcae of the United
States, ¥0O feel that the eacriflce ofthe p«re»to end

the teatriotl8ia and devotion of such soldier 80118 and
dauRhte”s aserlt special consideration, Ww condemn

«md ebhor the militaristic ¢ 3 of X >an ary thtlr
megaXomanlao actions in ~le conduct of ths.a war; but

we believe that tlhpse of tis who ake mal'"tip® AQ B6ACT\
floes to prefierce the Amerloan way of -Ife oug™t to
granted special reooguitjLori*

Thfit the preeefit &dsiin I8¢ flon for&uliite initia ana
px~oper legiaimtioii to mAk® financi 1 ¥ stit

1o . Se of. MB ffered treaa™ndoue saon»t«rj as
weiias other% 10000% of the rproed evacuation

frcha our original iiocaes* 1X believe that such oompenBa,<
tlon Is imperative t Britain the kioiiop idt&ls of F

our nation.

That our gi>\OX*tient txei*t its eff rt t:-z_ ~0 " ~2A~MAN
prevent 18cri irmtory actions and inflamsiatory «mtl-
JttpaneBe campaigns aimed directly at ub imeT%e&n altl
of Japanese jincdd ry> €td our parents. There exists a
pro.grai® of n™.vG, the Weet Coast directed not against

# elipisyns g,30 1ightlng but against uef w™of by cur
conduct and saoi* 1Toed9 liave de onetriited dtir 1oyaity as
Amrlcé&n citiEens there are a number of un-Asjeri i
eommunitie® whieh trill not accept ub aft rosl”entiB and
other cosmiuni tiee ~tiich will not perslt \m to Gngsige in
buBin™es or other gainful employm™Rt* «k feel tEnt
federal Influenceis ®ust t® broi1oil to heiir to eradicate
such practices, or Our sficsrifiee® on th altar of weir
will 0]

We, as Aiserlean citizen®* are willing to offer our live# T r
our country* n~ed bO» WO ar< Sy to rulJ™XI coriBoientlousXy
and patrlotlc&liy every obligation of American citlxenshl] Miere-
for * we believe the for tue restoration of erery -irht
privilege of Aaerioan oititensliip gjimot fee denied to U8. F
ve strongly fe~X that the derogation of th® rlirnte of any / rioftn
oitleen besmirches the s&crednees and 1ir/ iolability of Ame
cltistenship* We have T 1th iln America we hit © faith that our .“oveln-
adO»t will not tolerate Buch inequities to exist any longer than abao*
lutely necessai-y. .:

iss, viie undersigned, retpeotfully requeat thAt careful ittailtlon
be given $0 the abbva iaatter@# nd that ot»r govern eiit is ue »
st& entfl and directivea regarding the future statue and tre , «cri:
of Ameidoan citiEena of Japanese ancestry.



Sraft«d bj Min Taeal Kinidoka Wa4
for Mothers of Block 35 Huntf Idaho

any

February 12,1944
MOTHERSL PETITION

WK, the uncersigned# a group of mothers of
«Tapan”se American sons now awaiting oall under the
selective service, at the Minidoka War Helocation Center,
In Idaho, urgentl™r d6sir tp <jaH attention to oert&lIn
matters for consideration by the federal authorities,
in coaneotion with the Impending draft of our eons*

We belie_\ie tb\’\t th federal authorities are
well Ni«rare of -t_h_e tremead”ue (?Jnacc-ustosed hardships
ant fitter experieno”™s that we# as mothers* and our

hev® had to undergo as a result of the forced

eNcuation from our hO«a» on the ¥ectt we are tiure

th&t th® fed'er 3 aulili, it”~ies are. well aware of e Rr.eat

/"™heartbreak kna poign”™4t sufferings of anxlstj that

i

nave ©naured, havli™ *ve™ forcibly removed from our well

loved comfort&HL- -“oired to the desert waste**
I&nds of'an ar sp ooaraunit|[ surrounded by
] <1 AV s ® . . u vyv.. .
barbed, wire f~rao”s* .
Mever~lielessp all these thingsf and

a gre tdeall siore» %0 as others* are tearfully coo-
renting to send our 118 to war. and in thO true spiriti
W e V., /" N\ \* L EANEA

of motheriiooci* urging our 80116 to serve failthfully and
heiroiefiaiy In the service of the United State

e™ea, 1T neoessary, &t the cost of their lives, We feel

that oar e ns are Americano, a part of the good aad great

things of Ala«n a, imd that It is only fittiiig and proper*



that they respond patriotically to the call of their
country* mmfE>/f

For iisfF as mothers, as nationals of an alien
enemy nation, condeja™td and hated, this ultimate sacrifice
of our sons to be laid on the altar of war aoves us to the
very botto of our liggirt™™ and to t © depths of our most
fundaimental acactions, In a way that le iInexpreaeible; and
yet, 1n making this Bacrificej we deeply feel that the lives
of our €ons are to be dedicated to the highest ideals and
principles of justice, de oor&oy and freedom, fTor all
peoples# regardless of race, color or creed*

In order that the future sacrifices of our eona
simii hair® aot beeiv In vain w6 prayerfully request and
petition that the feder&l authorities give careful consi-
deration to the granting of equal privileges as Acaerican
soldiers to our sons uwten they are called iInto active ser-
vice* ¥e do nof complain that our sons are being calleclhf
but we plead with heartfelt eamestnees T our sons be
granted the dignity of senring in the United States Ar’y
as fre® and aqua! iiaterieen cltl”™enSp and t they Rot
be segregated iIn &ny speeiail eorabat imit or in finy other
way bii subject to speoial rules and regulAtlone on account™

of taxe or ancestry*
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J Mar 14 1944 # 4
HAT10HAL
COPY

s EFKO2I1IVB 3EHVIOK 3t35%KM
gist Street arid G 3trCet* * We
Wftahln~ton* D* O»

_In replying aaarees
fthe Director of dereotive service
Und refer to no

11-3*11-141
MAR 14 1944
The Mothers™* i”oolety of MInidoto
XE - U - H
Hantf ldaho
Subject: Indaution of Arnerloan Citizens of
Ancestry
lesdames
X Pres ldent directed that we reply to ~our letter
and petition, dated Fabra?>. 1994* Be 1 wish to

aoimowledge receipt of similar letters addreased to the
Seoretary of ~ar and to the pirector of 3 ieotive errlce
on the e™me sabjeot*

Yoar oomaunioationa have been oarefuiiy studied by this
Headaoarters and full consideration has been given to their
OOlltente. In war tiae# miiitary fteoessity rmist be the
first oonyideratlon irreap”otive of the effect on the in-
SlviduaX oitizen* While the order for tlie maas e aGoation
of DIl Japanese and Amerion oitia™~ns of Japanese anueatry
from the Paolflo Ooa.:t is sn aotion entirely oatsid6 the
jurlstiotion of the oeleotive Service System* we have no
aoubt that the military neoes&ity of the iaoment dictated
the decision 1b this matter by the lar jDepsrtaient#

The dislocation of oar ordered way if life has by no
"@an@ bBen oonflned to the above oa € A great many of
our oitl™eriB had thair fiorjaal m” ot living disrupted
either through force of ~ar tl ae 00n”iltton© imkin™ neoes*
e&ry readjustnents in home lif~™ find eriTiromientf )r through
direct fcreaicijrig up of honi©o caa by the necessity for
militfsry service of aone, haefeatsds nnd fathers.

Thla obligotiori, however, “~or military service In time
of mv le both a aty and a privilege cf Anurio n oltlsens*
Secstion E and section 5 of the ”“elective “raini”™ uid Ser-
vice Aot of 1U40, at a’eiided, |7ratrici€ thu% it ahall he tha
duty ot ever”™ male oitl”en ol the uni tea ut itee taid every
other -maXe neruou reeidlri™ In t e United 3*tvtes who
between the afpes of 18 66 to >rtaent hi aeelf or» A

to regietr tion* those between th® apes of X8 and
45 sh; 11 be liable for trairilng ©ad service in the Ir,<d
n~val forces of the United 1itntes*



3 a/l14/44

The Mothers* Society of
tintaoka. Page E

It ist thereforc» anproprif te th-ct Aaerlonr* citlztns
of Japanese anoestry ??ho are found cocentrfcie Ir the nrmed
forces partake In this oounon ofeJUlg tion for miiitarj
eervlec* An opportunity to So this and to show in a tuntibli
way their loy™Mt/ to this ocontry ha© hem provided by the
reeeilt aetiou of the GarDe'irrtiaent iIn mxV orlzing the
general pamliofitilon of Seieotive ervilce procedures to the
nvove "ou\> of citiaene*

From a revie» of all itu & Alom aijuss® the deoXaratlori
of nar iIn Japan aa to the oreeent time# it ap airs Mt
United States GoTeriimetit has noved oomi&t~Antly in the dirao-
tion of Uysirig eiH nee®seBry meamireu to inaare the main-
tenauae of civil rights for those African altifetia of
Japanese ancestry wno have been foim™ loyal to this ooaiitry*
Yo&r cooperation ¥i this 1iToomB will asoist yoa liidivilaaliy
tind 7 1l1 hc..et n the day when ¥ fail imd sati8ftc?t yy solu-
tion to this problem for tUr ecneemed may !>e

For The Direotor,

SLIOT (rubber ot™mp)

amm p-AnKiTA
Lt olonel# AUB
Mcnpo™€-r LivIBion



WAR RELOCATION M/THO TY
COM__TY ANALYtoS 4 ) V

Hotes on Seledtive S«rriCé6| written b/ C* t* Takahashlj ttlfildoka
Center* (takah«*hi iIM m aggreasivei very ©ucoessmi Hisal bunlness
mm in hi* late ihirtieat#)

HEPCET CH BEISCTm SAVXCE

FteUowlng our dimmosion Saturday, | approached the group ata-
ti&md in our diecmoion regarding the SelootiTe Serfice and explained
the follotring fact findings whish 1 wsm able to obtain over the weeic*
end# The eroas section of <xr tindinds shows that a™ong Xssel
group the irarious eleismta aras

1* tkm rabid group 4o are againet anything and wearythingi
o go out of their* way to b« bugjMeodi<ish derinlteljr

a harafol sino# thy hare no Xogld or sens®© behind
nhkt say*
2* %is group coslfits &t the naaor-wngera who do not know
thegr are &boutf but go about mkiiig 1t tlielr

spoeial business to dissaadnate roaors#

this group oonsiarts of thoa. nho have > peroonal opinion
Imfo nothing to e dk»>

Thie is the par«at group with «i  r soaawi® already in
the Amsr or a pot”itlaX draftee, » are concemedf and want

% hang on t© hia a« he la their oaljr security even with
feh#lr Halted eiUs  hip rights* These parenta fear nhat

1,8 ia irfcore fonp th  In ©way of ~ lig ® )
livelihood, properties, .to” as alien* in at th«ir
sons ehoold be kUledU eapeelall™ Umy lose their

9 xisf they a»tooatleaXly lose «®%ything in way of
properties”™ and possibly”™ €ftm th® rlgirfc to live in this
eoimtrsr whii“h is their hmi*

5# thia laa% group 1» 1A i1a favor without cpaUflcatioiw*

Now thi cross secticn of th« Hisel irtv hav® received Sé«cti
Serviee notice® *  *x

th« Xarg« group liro are hmtiXderBd and eonfused t all the
d ntradlatio»8 by the Govepa»iit  taking all and giving
nothing only 10 this minority#

2# Xh» absolutely mti group <* through fear and bittemess
&t tholr 1 0 through 9vaeuailon»

Xhls gorogp 1a in jlagp 3K dés1i#  do "tolr yata In
nazt but roGRPrationsit aXso du® to *to iy adc b alis*

4*  thi« group 11 aatiefied as they have faith in the Govemswnt



and the aajoxdliy ©f the Aa»rican peopOl© and believe that
etorTihing will Qlit ixi the imsh*

Edgarding petitions there nems to b© a great deal of talk
abou™t peti.tlQasj| i0 the n”™oo™orod facts are as folXonmt

THtire sooma tKi be |»etitd. DU b

1# Xss«i*Kis«i who fe«X thiy have been treated as prisoner#
9t war™ aad b™a»0 Cf segp©ygati®a and diaorlialii&tloiif
do not want to pap'tliKlpi&tie in SHtQ<sti.ve

2# Hisel who will mt particd|%.t6 in the Sel.©otiTe Senrice
unless olti«9&ship rights are restored*

the n”~thors ex”xresi®Ning their unidlliQgness and against
the SeXe«tlTe Servlee because timy fe«| th® nisei are not
treated as eliis”™is laws ftgalnAt seXling them land9
110enawaf will mt alllow MlXdren to go to a
s«hoox# not axXXowod to work In defense Industries on
Nl basis as o 5P i@l ® go*iery [E5»>

il<m*

“o laotiTws tAio in aeeord with SelecUvO Service, but
req@iing that their oorm b« ~Lrm iheir fall righto of
eiilsenshS™ and in the armod fcaree program™

5. ni»0i 1n full accord with Selective Serrleef but ro»
Neating restorati” of their lull ertisserehip rights*
and be axXXowvtd to perform in the rascim brarelios of tho

an™@d service*

* nho appro bat request 1io3egreg&ii<m of
thi His«l tbi rest ok the Aa”rlcans participating
In the war*

In discussing the saXution with the coaaittee, they ap® oiv

g 1 ng to tary to cover the! ? raspectiv# conatitueata to darllir
the iB8Bu« Qt the Selective Serviee* It ia 'Lt by this group that

any ogoopnlissdi gppaMilsh (IAieh 30k like Hi© hand of th® adnlnlg**
tration again) wmld be more harraful than effeetlv® to bring about a
ear urido®ken(ilr)of %h« Isduo« It 18 tha» tho J i

Is In at present in a statural stat« of dIs™u8010nT and can be compared
air vl SEVCIT % a tesipsst* In a t=e§pot™ which willXp la dad tij'g
elear itself by infermal diaeussion*

Another aolutiem that was brought emt in the eoim# of dla-
cmasloa idthin this group* i» the advantage of hairing an tinoffielal



of reprexentatiir«e consistlcg of a few well knowa Ui«el who
have th« coofidinee of the eoi8B{»nli™ to assist as ~the bureau of
1ofosmil | to cop®© with % various problems that h«ro eoca® up
8111% trte HD mimEnent OF tie SRR« SEEAe# It Is that™ to
friviillll a WM eocperattav® &ttdtudio chi the psrt of twi adnliilabaNici
sonxdt b% d#olrabliQy and have th« aaaisiaace ot Mr# Ijyf*X8 th®
Project and reparesentatives troa Selective Service ~>ard*

the prtitt-ssaldiy astoci&tiCBR aan be of posittv® inflUAnoe 1a
iaf"siliig the oossianity*



Ani open letter to residents
of this block:

ho. 1Ivs no ]sin off your nose it Min
Ya3ui s@jrS coopqd up in Ifalthormnh County
Nail. He w&s a fool in place for
having placed his neck in the noose which
himself knew would tighten around him.

But & conanittee, just a group of iIn-
terested frienda of Yasui wussFfiraaedv.recent! **
Xy wildi "the inijenijion of aiding him in every
way possible. We know there are otliers who
would 'te willing to aid 1in this cause
which concerns every nisei, and it is to
those that tliis message is directed.

lhose others, the committee thinks,
should 'te informed of all the facts in Min
YasuiTs case, its many implications.

In "both Japanese and English the facts
williq aired at meetings to 'te held thr uh
out the caninunity this week.

Meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m. Every-
one interested is invited to attend.

Sincerely yours,

C-LUi/ £1ii(jextiQ5 H ague

Meetings Wil( Be Held Tonite
In Dmmg Halls— —and

Trarsmitted by

of 1/ \NON_7



Washington, D* C.
February 1944

Harry L* Stafford

Project Director

Minidoka Relocation Center
Hunt, Idaho

Following letter beln™ sent to all Project Directors
today. Quote: With the reinfititution of Selective Service for
persons of Japanese ancestry problems may develop that require
handling with care and promptness. In this letter 1 want
to indicate certain types of problems that may arise and suggest

teps we should take iIn certain situations.

A* Petitions may be circulated® or the opinion of
groups of individuals otherwise expressed, declaring the
participants loyalty to the United States, but requesting
freedom of movement including freedom to return to the West
Coast or other rights, be restored before their young men of
military age are drafted for Military Service. |In case of
this sort* it must be remembered that every citizen of the
United States has the right to petition for the correction
of any grievances* If such petitions are presented you should
in due coursej forward them to sie. However) it should be
explained to the participants that the instltutlion and ap-
plication of Selective Service are independent to other problems
cind consideratilonsj and that no real or fancied grievances can
be allowed to interfere with its operation. Participants
shou3d also be told of the value to them and their community
ef the reinatitution of Selective Service as described In tlee
last paragraph of this letter. |If euch petitions or the cir-
cumstances surrounding them Indicate an iIntention to resist
Selective Service* they will reqiilre treatment along the lines
indicated iIn paragraphs C and D of this letter*

BX Young men of military age may file written requests for
expatriation In the anticipation that such requests will pre-
clude or m?¥e less Iikel¥ their bheing accepted for military
service such requests are filed™ or you recerve any 5

catlomthat they may be filedj you should make it clear that

?ore?nluctlon.e” t h ¥ “thefhLST i ntces.ary
for you t6 Institute appropriate proceedings Investigate



question# Any such requests can not fail to have a seriously
adverse effect on the future of the persons making the request
in the United States, and indirectly on the future of the
whole evacuee population. If such requests for expatriation
are received you should, of course, as iIs required under ex-
mental leave clearance hearings for the evecuees involved,

and should forward the results of the hearings with your leave
clearance recommendations, to the Washington office. You need
not, however9 give such cases any speicial priority. |If such
cases do occur and the individual is not called because of

his number not being reached, determination as to disposition
will be made later.

C, Some persons may announce that they will refuse to
report for Military Service when called, or they may actually
fail to report when they receive their iInduction notices. Any
evacuee In a Relocation Center who refuses to report for in-
duction, when called, 1is guilty of violation of the Selective
Service Act, and is subject to criminal penalties. This 1is
lust as much true of the evacuees iIn your center as it is of
people vVho receive induction notices In any other community.
The local Selective Se”viee Boards have instructions to report
such cases to the appropriate authorities, If such cases
should arise and 1f we should receive any evidence that the
Locil Boards are not clear on this point, we will call it
to the attention of Selective Service Headquarter®. You
should call* the fact to the attention of the Community
Council and other representative evacuees* You should, of
course, keep Ay office closely informed if any incidents
of this type occur* You should also communicate with the
Selective Servioe Board iIn cases of this sort and offer
~“hem the fullest cooperation in the apprehension and prose-
cution of any such individuals* If any evacuee announces

that he Intends to refuse to_report for Induction when
called, that fact does not in i1tself subject him to

criminal penalties. The wise* heads among the evacuees

may want to talk to such young men, to their rjerents, and
helTD them realize the serious consequences to the young
mat~, to involved, and to the whole gtoup. Persons an-
nouncing that they do not intend to report should be in«
\6Stagergfd. sid. "ald fact) tliey IA\© ns.d.6 sucii a.nnounct»>-
ment must ‘e considered in determining their loyalty to the
United States.

I Mieruided or malicious Individuals may participate
In propaganda "activities interfering with the er"

N 1-o0sed You sh »
aPes of d 1lo% m u ted

rt rteflttornfy . . .
offer him your complete cooperation. Ttie rein



Selective Service was a major step toward the restoration of
the rights of American citizens of Japanese ancestry and if
properly accepted can lead to the restoration of many other
rights which evacuees feel they should have. Any action to
resist oravoid the drastic effect which might come from the
unthinking actions of a few prospective or actual draft dodgers

Unquote:
Dillon S. Myer.



TELETYPE

Ob 2
WASHINGTON, D, C. F#19.500
JANUARY 2 1 ,191)4 RECPD 1/21/ *

H L STAFFORD, PROJECT DIR
MINIDOKA PHOJEUT
HUNT, IDAHO

REURTT ON NISEI INDtiUTION IT IS EXPEUTED TUT MAJORITY OF NISEI
AF'TER BASIC TRAINING WILL BE ASBICrNED TO DUIY WITH 100TH BATTALION

OR 2 COMBAT TEAM. INDUCTIONS PROBABLY WILL NOT TAKE PLACE IN
LESS THAN 3 DAYS, AS JURISDICTION ON MOST NISElI MUST BE TRANSFERRED
ROM WEST COAST BOARDS TO BC”MRDS NEWR CENTERS. INDUUTT ON W LL HC
GRADUAL AND WILL BE IM SAME MA ER AS FOR ANY OTHER CITIZENS. RESI-
DENCE AT TULE LAKE OF ITSELF WILL HAVE NO BEARING 01' WHETHER OH

NOT AN INDIVIDUAL WILL BE INDUCTED. ACCEPTABILITY FOR SERVICE 1S
BASED ON CONSIDERATION OF INDIVIDUAL CASE, J H* C BAKER

BIGELOW

CC STAFFORD
G POMEROY
UC MILLER

CC DAVIDSON
CC DE YOUNG
CC BEESON

MIAUGhLIN



@brttiaZy 4,1943

NG~"Nrge I*loimsend Coknmity Services

ELk. Mgrs,13,14»15,16,17,19 Block Managers

SLndly announce an igportaxit meeting to be iield in MMag Halll1l3 at 7:30 p«m
tonight (Qab* 6 - Sat*} Speakers to be:
Ur, P« Schafer).
Mr. Beeson ) Interpreted by Mr* Toshlto Bijil
Mr< K. Okajinfty

All residents of above blocks are requested to b© at meeting with special;
esnphasis and request to all iaotkeri3 as well as second generattoii*

Kindly annoimcd meeting at Imch and twice at dinner. Hixis meeting will be
a block discussion oa TOluntEdry enlistiaeiit as announced by Wap Departineiit,



TELSTXFE 400%3
r#E2.400
e_i9-
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HiniDOKA pmjm T
Hunt, tDmo

mah DEPABfWNMP MimmfGma mpsTituTioM or BEi“nm
smnc™ rm mBKi m ?2mm rm km”™ase 9 o-olock

D™ ia ©mroimnQii a~ssfioi Am mn~m fom stina
AIKMAILEP m m i
WAE DSPAETMEHT SMATSMELIf ALLOWS—

FX4113 HAVE BEEH SONFLEfEP fOE THE KSINSAMITUtIOISIN

a siLEcnvs sie gi PHogqs ibis fo ah ig cmx a
OF ESI SC T HIE P Aim«—TA O0_G mAL
UHOEE fHE H.ikliS Of THE ¥AE 8

AVEHIO'MS GO ID P ACIC FOR MILIMET
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BOAHO OH f SB BAH»% BASIS 4S OffIKEC m ~ S, mr> CAILUD fOK
HiSUOTIOK or PHXaiOALLX QUALIFISS flOf OTHUr"ED,
UNTEBBIHAKYfHSAMHAMDailCMfTEAIICOHPOJMJOFUPANESQ
amshican wwmwm vas roi™“f». in a lettkb to tHE BtanmmY
or «AE COMMEHTIKO OH THU FOMNAfIOH Of ff~ WHIT, Tm
said *» ibial or fni I™ifAD m tfs should
b& Dmim im Exonf fo nxmoinn thb bespohsibliixes Or this
cmzssisKip, gf ms mcEsum. mi%QiPhs
on which this Gomtm was foildlldeb mt) by which xt ms always
ara ooTimum is m t amkeioj™ism is a mawie or filE mm aud
AI\/IERQSAiriSM IS « AMD ETOR A KATTia OP EACS

the, um”™ma mm the ccmiAf mm has uMm m
MAtnUQ AVD QUBtmmUQ EIMOED A HIgVKI> BX THE XOCm BAUfALtOU
/A roiMIB BAWM1IAH BATI>)HAL OUAE]) UKIf/ 0¥ Wimtim U XfAtlC

MIES Rigr_CIQE FAOfOH I» m® PLftK,/ m Of WAE DKPABTIIEIIf
pmE tm
mmwm bx mMBMCtoR mm rmjMm—

fm mmmecmmT m wk pm~Ammmn tm f hisei f m

mmotm into tm abmx Tmiomm fin sumfi*E nm~”~tcn mstm
AmuB motnm Bimiriomf snap roawAHB wm m micm oxrimm

Or JAFAHE3E BEBCNIT. IT HEANS fB&f NAFAISSSS-AMSHICAH 30L©XrB$
mow 1S Amt e&k pm”~omm tbisxb smmn wine high skill asp
COUB4<IE# AH» tm t fHH ?ALtIABI™ SEa¥ICEB mmEHW BWCH SOLBIIUIS
HA?l BEEJ BIX OG«I2E®.



THE TO BEAR A a IH S1 OF TBS K4f10l
18 oue Or rm or AmmoAn ci®XxzmmXxp.
as iImmuana mmmB gt misei aee caused upos to asshiie
tha tobliOa?ioh, i mn» connpmf THAT BoimmB or
JAPAHESS AHCSSTM IK TUN &mt WILL AO<4UIT THEMB"YKS
WITH BXSFIHCTIO» AKDTHAT fUWZ ¥lhh 3~ WXDmma FtIBLIO
ESGOQI? HON OF THE STA! nJ3H1IIGH M*L UTTAlT 8D LAW»ABIPIIIO
m5wmr4 or Japanese cm amp shoulr mrox 1Is
oua UAFIoHMIa Ixfk,

BiaE3U)W - JOHS PBOVXNSU

CC MCILAU HUH "
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CCISTAFFDBD 1-81-44/ J/
CC: 1P
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MINIDOKA RELOCATION CSRTER

Eligible to volunteer

Single 1,016
Married with children 176
without n 219
Total 1,443
Volunteers
Single 247
Married withchildren 24
w without " 17
Total 288

Percentage of total eligible to volunteer 19 percent
In addition, aliens -wo volunteered -11, but they are not figiired
in the percentage count.

This gives t total of 299 volunteers

Over and above that, we have been given the figure of 17 year olds
that were not quite old enough to register,136

Beeson is still taking volunteers, altho the Anmy team has gore.

He had one iIn therefor interview at that tima. Mr. Myer asked if
safe to use the figure of 3 . Stafford said yes, and that they
expected to go over that.

Longhand note:

Source material for teletype to all project directors, 3843,
suggssting inTormation as item to be published in project newspaper*



NUMBER OF VOUJNTICEHS PBOK MINIDOKA »

Huaber volunteering for Japanese Combat Unit* 289

Previous volunteers to Camp Savage e 17

Total Volunteers 306

* (Notes Not all these hftT« been taken as yet*)



number of families with relatives in the army

*98

Number of families with relatives
volunteering for Armed Service. 290

Total families represented 880



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
MINIDOKA PROJECT
Hunt, &ho

Memorandum

Appil 26 1943

TO ALL ARMY VOLUNTEER”™

In or>ae;p to aid in the transition period be-
tween civilian and army life, have been requested
to call a meeting of all volunteer™ in this center.

Lieutenant Terry of the local M. P. Unit vs/ill
give a fev; helpful hints on army life.

There will be a short organization meeting
following the talks for the purpose of taking care
of incidentals prior to induction.

The meeting will be held Monday, April 26, at
7j30 pm. in Dining Hall 23. Please be prompt!

Refreshments w ill be served i

Project Director



i~anazanar i?"ree i“ress V*ol.3 K . 27

7QLUKT15ERS ADYAi"jJCE REASONS FOR AGT The smams”™ry of the
reasons macTe by the Topaz volunteers for the Japanese”™American
combat team was presented by John Yoshino in the Topaz Times,
center paper.

.Excerpts from the article follow:

Volunteering is not only an act of loyalty to the country
of our birth and allegiance; it is an act of loyalty to our
own group, to our younger brothers and sisters, to our wives
and sweethearts, to our fTathers and mothers.

MTTBH GBaNOES

*~h&t tney may”~havQ a better chance of returning to the nor-
mallife of iimerican, taat their reception by the outside world
will be as cordial and friendly as possible, it is extremely
importmant that every opportunity be utilized to create a
better public feeling toward ™them.

Volunteering is just such an opportunity, i7ore than that,
it is probably the most crucial opportunity that we have iiad
since evacuation. T we fail to take advantage of it, we
may Qiidan™ar the success r the whole resettlement prograia.

TIMS SUDAHDS

In wartime, people inevitably Judge things by wartime stand
ards. Today, the soldier, the man who Jaas pledged his very life
in the nations service, stands highest i1n public estimation.
He i1s the ranking citizen of the land.

But next to the soldier, it Is those who have given him to
the armed forces--his parents, his family, his wlfe,andchlld-
ren. toward whom public good will and gratitude are most fully
extended. That the Japanese in this country have also contri-
buted their share of soldier sons and husband and still more
must be brought to public attention in the most dramatic
fashion possible.

The most human reaction to all this i1s to say 'The hell
with 1t, thend If thats the way the country feels about us,
why should we risk our lives unnecessarily to defend her?1s

WHEN TO REACT

leut there are occasions iIn life when to react in merely
the most human way is not enough, when it is necessary to
rise above our natural human feelings and force ourselves to
take a course of MYou,ve got us wrong the hard way"*

This 1s one of those occasions, and the hard way that th
the wan guard of our group must take is that of volunteering
Why volunteering and not selective service? Because In the
situation In which the Japanese in this country have been
placed, the "barriers which divide us from general public ac-
ceptance must be broken down by a more than ordinary demon-
stration of the fact that most of us are loyal.

IN RECOMITION
In recognition of this, the government has given us the



@)

opportunity to volunteer when all the rest of the country Is
on the selective service basis. Simply to wait for selective
service to get, us, too, would be to have as i1f no special si
situation confronted us, as iIf no problem of regaining our full
status as Americans existed.

But we are confronted by a special situation and we are
battling desperately to regain our full citizenship status.
The ball has been passed to ue; it is up to mis whether we shall
carry 1t for a ggod gain or fumble i1t miserably and lose th4
game*

FAVORABLE PUBLICITY

The favorable publicity which would inevitably result
from successful volunteer program will have a direct bearing
on the ultimate success of resettlement for over 100,000
Japanese and Japanese Americans.

Those who volunteer, then, will not 'be marching off to
any personal glory or gain.

They will be going forth both because i1t iasthe most iIm-
mediate way of demonstrating their wwn loyalty and because
they sense the importance of their action to the liMle future
of the Japanese Im this country.



MHIDOKA

iIBMT SIOXSmTION

l«we »tor/ ¥ Irrigators Qoote froa v rlont aiMi leader* Nador
coa™at %6'm.

Sditorial, Irrig&torj [In split of hardships «affsmdt if &i««l ar« to
fexittodi 10 g m #11L for theStelire«( there 1 bo cout <« bal eiLlist* frotw®
o/> & of faith In ocotiér”™ ader it « ettt 'i of Ar# we to «&t our nordh
or r» going to make em od™N Uft i« eoca«id«red tie cid t st figd
to fluok 1t i« o damn themselT«s and th«ir poftYyIth.

T bmry &

felol™p«  Gratifloatloni singled with stroag rtsealflmt of sepamtt unit.
l«adar applaud opportunity for e errid Majority happy over rtcog-

&iti D- & or« d«t&ll8 before eo minting theme Ivdiu  th«rt 1& 2

1&t0ret«d In going Into war Industry* quotes from «3<19 editorial*

fibrary $=
8l Dlge 1 B -ef _taff a» ting devi™nd to up4 «nNn  ifile«

neat that registration 1* to }m So* 1 priority «ad aothln™ mast i&%«r-
Tor« irth JH sadcse™

I™ort So* 36 Many nisei nwitrt that «xdl«tment involTe* asgny diffleult

q 61 * o™t r«d la r 1 ticmsMps bet e«a a&lt &t tiad p&rintt* partieii_
Brijr in r™rd to par nta* tstus In tMa Coidatly. Japan*« Tatalistic
Attitude toxawad war affects €leii nisei.

A%a #trial Uallooii )l meetlag held ~«for« arrival of aray teamt «Veeues
IsidicAled r«ixatiient tonvard ligpllcation tiat tHicO not wluxitAering would
Te arsftcka*d ditlojral .osu8iml ecfeluftiosi g Trseili% atki&E too moh*  F
mot X«Fl angry After talk  mtcictaal project dir«etort *ad five mem and
nuewrfout women T« So listeria dr uadn« osicrtui&t™

ftbroarsr 10~

Report Ho. 40 First !> blocks retistertd, siof6Z50 & dgjr, of whom about 80
Y%r« & Xkitel* CHKaota m oaft to gt from older p«opl9 o re. abx*id of
TKAKD it foa Is Id.lledr Soice nisei foel the™ will w&it for dxmI*

opidhizlae th& .dran would hisg. on 8u (5..8 of wlunt&xy e&liet t-

Several tsal f vor plén have enmo “aph tie hé&a
of Jrs¥ 9r HA In Addre ing Aeetia™8» placing re po&Hbiilty for uce««t of
progr™s on old r pointl out that future elf re of h_ir ebiidrtfa
d™>«ndt on Tt« taectst.

Tw*nty _Ffive luateer* ia nr*t thrw <Ja», of h a 1% Uve ia Mctioa
not yet registered. Many yoluateert married men.



MI&id & 2

Fabxuary 13*

o 41} Ay R<Elttr&tlo& took twxi for Matter aft«r question of
««rvlc« following the yoluatar? Indmetloa program wiM el&rified.
By this oomi&i , thore . Qa«stloa 28 caused son coafusicsl.
Strong r tiii &C6 by to  Mho hav« poknt bh«re the tomaUeal ly
resitt agr reque tor cU>on # tie

Uazmlog ot mtoh tower* aad installatloa of t«areh light* mforttju™ta
a Ta tiAe«

SSora*T3r X6.

Export Bo* 43s Groviag succk« reportdue o in part to m ye towrd
fmakm»89 1& prdtHmtiog Ural 9tep was that r<talé&r

live irauld probably oot foUoir IT ~olttaUry pro ram failed* fkr*
rAMeihin(i oout«queac*« of faillure of program pointed out.

A» of noon, ?5 bad Y lunt«Or«d. Hotft maui«er« ««ked knsy team to
reed9n id»r os In bio s already registered™

7»br ar7 19*

B port Hoe 461 “otftd refi«trati A to dat4 4,936 In 35 Moeks. About 1175
quad ifijriug sa8l« ¢ Imt«rrl6s«d by Amy teem aad of thd«0 121 T ImiitSaxd.
Maxi/ txaddclddd «hOa intervi««edt bat lat«r aYoul 5]l dacldtd to iroluntatr
and oth«r b&If deellned

lo i points of renintmen, ~thotith Wleired to W more In Boddhitt group
tha» In others* Coopemtlon bdl)™ sought

B«port Ho* 47* legistration co™>let«d. An/ irdlyidittakl nd%o tinned \§ agjr do
« la the le&Te office. tal r gl ter d from Feb* 8 25t 6866 of which $336

9 omen and s A*eitis s&l ¢ and 1540 taalk eiUs u. OFf 11181, 175
wlusitosiad but 30 nor# vol uatwtr«d later, folXovIi”™ the First %n In a ndv
s rl«e of tomr meetings eall«d by t3" ftdni&i*tration with the aopsoval 'tat
sot the p&rtleipé&tion of tha kmj team.

IS single male clUsea «ms 17 or ov«r « eataa lavitatioa Xjfnail. Boy
Seout Drat A&d Bagle Corp« paraded throu”™ thx blocks tO ansoTmce the mettinis.
Principal speakerc w«r« project dir«ciort at™istant project diroetor™ and

ho bad fdre d volunteered. Is«u« put \nmtore «adleno« la wry
«trai“t»>for«&rd Wenmr ~ t Insure the fatur# rights of Jap&a««0 Affirleant*

I Mag of girl friends and other womcm competed with Ana/ 9ligUu)l«s
thair tmpport not eueettifalt

Amy tmm t r~mla until March 1*

Wkl jr report of liarch 6« U. Deaax of WAOS »pok# to Ak>ut 320 Max* 5, mmA
about onthlrf Indicated they would volunteer it they could.



Twin Falls Times Idaho
March 28v 1943

Secretary of War Honors Hunt Brothe

Four Sakura brothers are shown with their mother at the Minidoka relocation center after she received a
letter from Secretary of War Henry Stimson congratulating her on the enlistment of her four sons iii the
army. Left to rlght,_ Kenn¥J, Ted, Mrs. MMa Sakura, Chester and Howard Sakura* Secretary Stimsons letter
called the volunteering of Tiie Sakura brothers “a splendid pie of true Americanism ° The four brothers
volunteered for service in the combat team consistinqh of Alix"erican citizens of Japanese ancestry. Chester
has three children and Howard has a baby three months old. ~(Staff Engraving)

Erie Dispatch Herald, Penna.
February 3,1943

Jap Battalion in u. S.
Army Is Highly Praised

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3. ¢
There™ a whole battalion of Japan-
ese soldiers in the United States
Army and “lve never had more
wholehearted, serious-minded  co-
operation from any troops,” their
commanding officer, Lievt. Col.
Farrant L. Turner said today.

The outfit is the 10 th InfSetry
Battalion made up Mitiiirely of men
of Japanese ancestry who are
United States citizens and were
born in the Hawaiian Islands. Many
of their officers also are of Japan-
ese ancestlg. . .

Organized originally as a unit of
the Hawaiian National Guard the
men of the battalion, although not
stationed at Pearl Harbor when
war started, lost many relatives and
friends there.

C-0125 Pl of 8 bu-cos-wp



San Francisco Ghronicle™alifornia
March 16,1943

U. S. Japanese: Fair Play/for All Urged

The Pacific Coast Committee '6n rights bi the xAajoHty.
American PI*ineij%5 .and Pair Play o That attempts to Strive

lhpir legal rights would be prec
lawedent-setting, ana would weaken the

yesterday f\j»aM *e611  California, apiding citizens of citizenship be- confidence of our Allies,
legislators . IS\ firm 1o their res- cause "t lucial descent are contrary  4n.That it is un-American to pe~

olution to rise above partisansWp in +q Ameriratusm.
enactments.

It urged them to examine care- §— That
fully any legislation concerning race
discrimination, especially those di-
rected against Americans of Japa-
nese ancestry.

Formed recently In San Francisco
especially for the purpose of sup-
porting rights enunciated in the
constitution, thfe new conunittee car-
ried to the legfsiiitu?© with its prin-
ciples the names of prominent cit-
izens who sponsor It$ ideals.

_ Honorary chairman of the group
is Presiaent Robert Gordon_ Sproiil
of the University of g~ornia, a*d

among ottiiei m Dr.
thur Custu”H rt, Dr, 15
S. Taylor, IEx. Mary

Irving Reichert, Ciajen Fisher andl
General I"avid Prescott Barrows*
Voiced also by the cpini®i“tee wegre
the folio irig:b%liefs: P
1—hAt attacks upon the righta<d
any i“nprity would undermine tibie

New York City P.M., New York
Mareh 28,1943

Japanese-American
Heads Student Body

Special Correspondence

OBERLIN, O., Mar. 27.—Kenji Okuda,
20, a Japanese-American from Seattle, has
been elected president of die Student Coun-
cil of Oberlin College by the student body.

Formerly an honor student at the Univer-
sity of Washington, Okuda was given a
scholarship by Oberlin last January when he
was released from the Granada Relocation
Project in Colorado, for Japanese, to,att«ad
school.
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legislation
Americans of Jai«)ne™e descent of government.

iililize persons of Japanee™ descei’i
to deprivéere for the crimes of the Japanese

Cincinnati Enquirer, Ohio
April 6,1943

Japanese Is In QnanKBiti
Awaiting Call To Join Army

Kenji TashvirO, Los Angeles, most of those in the camp had suf-
“probably the first American of fered, considerable property loss.

Japanese ancestry to be born in
New England,” “is in Cincinnati
awaiting a call to armed service,

A brother of Dr. Sabro Tashiro
and a relative of Professor Shiro
Tashiro, both of the University of
Cincinnati, Kenji Tanhiro is’ ex-
Rectmg final inductida papers from

is draft board in Angeles.

. Tashiro, 36 y«arte 614 ~ former
iLos An%eles tt™"\WVspaperman, ex-
plained that he missed his first in-
duction by two hours. Just before
he attempted to enlist an _order
came from Washington prohibiting
enlistment of “Ni" i” American-
E)_orn citizens of Japanese extrac-
ion.

A year ago Tashiro and his fami-
ly were moved from Los Angeles to
a relocation camp at Rivers, Ariz.
While in camp he helped to edit a
newspaper. He later was declared
loyal by a West Coast examining
board. ©~ o . ]

Concerning living conditions in
the camp, Tashiro said that “per-
haps one-third of the Japanese
there are experiencing a reduced
standard of living, one-third are
living about as well as before,
whilé one-third find the conditions
an improvement over what they
had before. #

He pointed out, however, that

jthat some
-overseas. a
“interpreters in the South Pacific.

_ &he undoubted loyalty of ma-
J[OI’Ity of the Nisei was’ tried b%/
he ‘treatment they received bot
at the time of the evacuation ana in
the camps,” he added.

He emphasized that “there was
no evidence of any act of sabotage
ﬂ/ "Nisei* or Japanese residents of

onolulu at the time df the attack
onSPeaIEI, Harl%ort/h> el

eaking of the approximately
5,008 Japanese-Americans _now in
the armed services, Tashiro said
of them were serving
Certain of these are

At least one, stationed in England,
is serving aa a gunner on a Libera-
tor bomber, . .

When asked what his reaction
would be if he were to be stationed
in a South pacific "one, Tashiro
asserted that the attitude of the
loyal ~Nisei® was the same as that
of the loyal German or Italian
American.

Tashiro never saw a Japanese,
other than members of his family,
until he moved to Chicago. He did
not learn to speak r read Japanese
until he was 21,when he moved to
Los Angeles. .

He hopes he will be sent to CEmp
Shelby, Miss., where his %/oungest
brother, Arthur, is a Staff Sergeant®



Washington Post, D. C.
March 28,1943

Evacuated Farmers

While the country is trying desperately to
get men back on the land and the President
is talking about a land army to be com-
posed of inexperienced youths, we hope
that official Washington will not forget that
thousands of expert Japanese truck garden-
ers are still in WRA camps. The release of
those Japanese whose loyalty to the United
States has been established would not, of
course, solve our agricultural manpower
problem. But it would substantially in-
crease the output of food in some areas.

Less than 5000 of the Japanese whc were
evacuated from the West Coast have been
relocated outside of camps. Some of them
are on indefinite leave and others are work-
ing in the vicinity of the camps. Nearly
107,000 are still in the custody of the War
Relocation Authority. It is particularly
shortsighted to maintain such a large num-
ber of persons in comparative idleness-at a
time of manpower shortages, unless there
are compelling reasons for doing so. And

in the case of loyal and law-abiding Japa-
nese no such, reasons are apparent.

The Japanese were evacuated from the
West Coast in the time of excitement and
confusion that followed Pearl Harbor when
there seemed to be no Immediate means of
separating loyal citizens from potential spies
and saboteurs. Now there has been ample
time to examine records, to observe the con-
duct of individuals and thus to draw a dis-
tinction between loyal citizens and law-abid-
ing aliens of Japanese origin on one hand
and potential enemies on the other. Men
who have followed the relocation movement
closely believe that a large majority of the
Japanese now in camps could be released
without any appreciable risk. That is par-
ticularly true, of course, of the American
citizens who have never been in Japan and

the oldisr aliens who have spent most of
their lives in this country.

Justice and fair play demand that Ameri-
can citizens of Japanese origin be reabsorbed
into our economi<? life as sooii as that be-
comes feasible. Arrd the shortage of agri-
cultural labor gives that argument special
urgency at the moment. Many an acre of
fertile land would be brought back into war
service by allowing trustworthy evacuees
to return to their former homes. The de-
cision as to whether they may do so rests
with the Army. If the Army fails to modiiy
its evacuation order, the WRA will face a
more difficult task of getting these agricul-
tural workers back on the land in other parts
of the country.

Milwaukee Sentinex, Wisconsin
February 24,1943

Wisconsin Jobs Waiting
For Japancse-Americans

Scores of Wisconsin employers policy of relocating the Japanese

already have jobs for Japanese-~ !N Small groups.

Several other Wisconsinites

Americans__ 0 msiy b. {located \yant household servants™
in Wisconsijfi. And several Japs themselves

The annourfcehi®ntjthal the War have written here to express pref-
Relocation authority Is consider- erence for Wisconsin. They will
ing this state as a home f<r some have to make arrangements, how-
of its charges already ft'ts prought ever, through their own WRA of-
in application® o~ Afi% United fices, explained George A. Mann,
States employmitent selviAe here as Wisconsin area manager for OWI.
well the Office of War Infor- The Japanese o will be moved
mation. are mostly ada’t#ble to agricul-

One truck gardener in Milwau-jtural work, although some “re fit-
kee county is wimn” to take 300 ted for household duties.
Japanese-American® That, how- WRA is expected to |%%n an of-
eyfey"would be contrary to WRA's fice here*

Newark Evening Mews
Newark, New Jersey
March 26,1943

Nisei Nurses,

American-Born JapaneseMay

Be Trained Here

Partly trained American-born—
or Nisei—Japanese student nurses,
now quartered in government relo-
cation projects, may be brought
here to Complete ‘their nurs_ln?
course at Presbyterian Hospital.
The plan is being ‘considered by the
board of trustees of thfe hospital,
Frederick XX Rujiyon, president,
said toda

Runyon, who has"aske” the trus-
tees t0 submit their views, said the

lan grew out of an application
rom a ﬁlﬂ in ona,.o# the relocation
areas who had fiad 1% years* train-
ing. The trustees are asked to con-
sider _enrolll_ngnJapanese students of
American birth whose qualifications
meet the hospital's requirement and
who are recommended by the Relo-
cation Authority. )

Runyon said these girls would go
back to serve as nurses in the relo-
cation centers, but he believed the
help they would “~lve as_students
would _justify the hospital’s ex-
pense in training therru

Little Rock Gazette,
February 21f 1943

University Women Protest Act
Aimed at Japanese.

Specjal to the Gazette.

pC,|ar svhﬁle, Fef). 20. A protest
against the enactment of “such un-
American legislation” as that whicn
would prevent Japanese and_their
descendants, regardless of citizen-
ship, from owning land in Arkan-
sas, was voted by the Clarksviire
branch, American Association ct
University Women, Thursday. The
branch voted to register its”protest
with Governor AdKins. .

The br$,noh voted also in favor
of naming, the |IVIn% fellowship an
which thi” group co-operating
for Dean Margaret Justin of Man-
hattan, Kan., Tor many_years the
southwest central regional vice
president of the A A" U. W. It
was announced that state and na-
tional conventions of the associa-
tion had been cancelled for this

ear.
y Mrs. P. R. Ric6 discussed A A
U. W, fellowships.
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Washington Stjar, D. C>
April 21,1943

Japanese-Amefican Girl
Returns WAVE# Lost $66

WAVE’S WALLET RETURNED—Muiss Sachi Anrafctt. (left), a
Japanese-American employed in the Government here, i&*h wn
returning a wallet to Geraldine Sexton, a WAVE. Miss.4S»raku,
who was given indefinite leave from a Japanese evsnttfttion
center in March, found the wallet on a downtown street ~itur-
day and after much difficulty located the owner.

Seaman Geraldine Sexton tog&/
had her lost wallet containing \
because a Nisei girl employed By the
Government refurned_ it” to her—
without reward, since tihat was “only
what any other American would do
in_similar cifcum”tances.” .
The daughter oi<b Japanese im-
migrant, Miss Sachi Anraku has
been_employed by tkie employment
division of the War Relocation Au-
thority here since_given an indefinite
leave “rom the Gila River (Arizona)
Relocation Center in March. She
and fter family had been there and
at $ix assembly center since last
May, when they were evacuated from
Lds Angeles. ) )
One of 25 Japanese-American girls
certified ~ the Civil Service Com-
missioAloflr*employment in Washing-
ton, Miss, now looks forWﬁrd
to the day when the rest of he
familywiircomeEastcmleave. |
~Two of my sisters are leavin
the center next week/1 she said.
“They are (t;om to Detroit with the
United States Employment Service.
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Star Staff Photo.

When they have gotten settled, my
mother will _join~them.  Another
sister is still in school at the center
but my brother expects to~ drafted,
any day now.
e sgy""he would have )
but he dida't want to be put  Jin
all-Japafiese regiment.

“I rfemember our first night away

rrom home in the )
at Tulare, Oadlf. “arrlidoO WUn
after .an_IWumr tr_in ridk Tlse
combination Mrtins our
in._ the dark, of hatiiig a
eximinirtion, atld of beln? gtfaRRM
(Ijn, ur hotrse staE almost brokt MR

U long all
after a IlttIeW\/\%ﬁg.t along a

&he est_thin e l}Ja_d to
over wag sftock %f afjng PI5p-
erty tMkm aw”™y from us when we

r were Americm citizens and of hav-

5n% to tte v/ cuated with nc/-citffien
apanese,

AMameiito Bee, California

March 11t 1943

State Personnel
Board Is Warned
On Alien Policy

. The state personnel board, which
fired Japanese employes and has
contemplated hearings on the dis-
missal charges, has been cautioned
by the state department “to take
no action which would be incon-
sistent with _ policy toward loyal
Q\rgg’rlcan citizens of alien parent-

This was disclosed late yesterda
at a meeting of the board whic
decided to confer on the matter Ft
o?fce with the attorney general’s
office.

Last_year the board discharged
74 civil “service Japanese employes
and the state board of equalization
13 About 150 probationary . and
temporary workers were dismissed.
Most of the workers, now in reloca-
tion centers, have asked for hear-

ings. -
Ask For Opinion

In a letter to the board, G. How-
land Shaw, assistant secretary of
state, advised the group to obtain
an opinion from the War Reloca-
tion Authority whicn has jurisaic-
tion over the Japanese in”the in-
ternment camps. .

Shaw also "forwarded a White
House letter to the war depart-
ment, dated February 1st, in which
the president expreSsed his views
on citizens of Japanese ancestry.

“No loyal citizen of the United
States should be denied the demo-
cratic right to exercise responsi-
bilities of his cmzenshl?, regard-
less of his ancestry,stated Presi-
dent RoneveItC mpat T

auds Compat Te

The ¢ us%j executive |au3é‘3 a pro-
posal _of the war department to
organize a combat team of loyal
American citizens of Japanese de-
scent,. supplementmq
American Japanese 4
armed forces. . .

<The premise on which this coun-
try was founded and by which it
has always been goverried is_that
Americanism is a matter of the
mind and heart; Americanism is
not, and never was, a matter of
rac® or ancestry,” added the pres

the = 5
ready in the

ent.

Members of the personnel board
were expected to arrange a con-
ference on the problem foday with
Deputy Attorney General Jess Hes-
sion.



Hartford Courant, Conn*

February 6,1943

Nisel Seeks Job
At Middletown
State Hospital

First Application by Jap-
anese-American Accept-
ed by Dr. R. L. Leak

Middletown, Feb. 5+ — Special)—
Superintendent S, L Leak oi Mid-
dletown State Hosplti! has received
one application so far from one i
the  Japanese-Americans, removed

to camps in western states, seeking
employment at the loc istitulicn.
he said Fyiday night

Tlie aAli<cant is a j Hig woman,
born in th* country bi Japanese
descent a 'JMynled NlseVand after
reading hejr ‘mpplicaiJon”itnd the
qualifications set forth in it, Dr.
Leak said, he wrote tojAt
camp offering employment aluyKsk.
|n% that she con”rto Middlot™wn.

o far, Dr. _ s~d this is the
only applicatio™he” has received
from any Japanse-American for
work at the hospital.

&he procedure | have been fol-
lowing in regard to employing Jap«
anese-Americans,” Dr. I1"ak said,
uis that of lettk*K”them vhimitcer,
rather than aiung \bat a gnup be®
sent here to wiftrk.Jt did 10t writt
to any camp aVkkfg fflf*oluntcers
but | ‘presume residents in them are
aware of openings here, as the youn
woman who_did write has shown.

The superintendent says he hopes
many more will apply as this young
woman has done and if they appear
qualified he will be pleased to fill
vacancies with them. o

ANe have about 300 vacancies in
our employment rolls h"re, and it
is a dgreat problem.” Dij Leak de-
clared. )

_He said he is
rival of a group of Jpnscl

jectors m the! fesult of. arrange-
ments made some ?go. e
had been informedzt/a/ such
objectors had
at'the state hctepiVl that sogfe
of them were Elanlng come witn
their wives, who can ftfeo be given
work at the institution.
Approximately 35 patiMitfe at the
hospital are helped ward
work, Dr. Leak sata”™ jr

~c.eveland Press, Ohio

January 29,1943
\Welcome Plan for
Jap Labor Here

Leaders Ready to Aid

Loyal U. S Citizens

Efforts of the War Relocation Au-
thority to relieve the local farm labor
shortage with Americans from the
Japanese interment camps will meet
with enthusiasm, it was indicated
today. ) )

Heads of agencies most likely to
be asked to aid placement \n"the
Cleveland area of skilled truck gar-
deners from the 10 western inter-
ment camps expressed willingness to
foster the plan, provided they ”an
.be assured of the complete loyalty of
the families to toe moved.

Farmers themselves were the most
eager to get the plan started since
they need labor badly. Tolerant
themselves, they did, Jiowiver, ques«
tion the feelings of their urbah
neighbors. One farmer professed
readiness to apply for several Japa-
nese-American families. immediate-
ly/ if his village authorities indicated
their favor. )

The Cleveland Welfare Federation
through Edward D. Lynde, executive
secretary, voiced approval of the
plan. Mr. Lynde said. “It jiemy un
derstanding”that these people "have
been checked tor loyalty. It is only
fair that we give them an oppor-
tunity to be useful.
~ “We havent readied the point
in Cleveland where everyone is
doing his part but will soon. We
should realize that these Japanese-

Amarleans are American citizens
fighting in our Army for us. They
should be treated "as Americans
an<l, since they are so well suited
to help us in Cleveland, we should
welcome them.>

Detr”™K Free Press, Miehigao
February 16,1943

Abbreviated Citizenship

Nn"HE Governor of Arkansas has signed a
**-bill prohibiting Japanese and their
descendants, whether citizens or not, from
owning land in that State. With that prece-
dent established* what is to prevent Arkansas
from prohibiting citizens with blue eyes, or
who smoke instead of chew, or believe in the
Darwinian theory, from holding land within
its bordersf

The children of Japahese, who are born in
this Country, are American citizens, with all
the rights and dutieft appertaining to that
status. War hysteria should not lay discrim-
inations upon them. Which subsequently oan
be extended to any other grou”™ or groups in
the population. n American citizen is an
American citizen, whatever the country of
his racial origin. Any breach of that funda-
mental tenet opens the way to the ultimate
destruction £ our/whole democracy theory.

Clereland Press, Ohio
JanuarT 29 1943

Army W ill Abm\t

Loyal U. S. Japanese
ASHINGTON, Jan. 29—Loyal

American citizens of Japanese an-
bestry—most of whom are now ia
relocation centers along with pro-
Axis Japanese”-soon will be per-
mitted to enlist in the U. 8. Army
In ~substantial numbers/" Secretary
of War Henry L. Stimson announced
today.

He disclosed the }an as a Senate
Military Affairs subcommittee heard
testimony from Joseph C. Grew,
former U. S. ambassador to Tokyo,
and other officials in an myestgga—
tion to determine the advisability
3f returning the relocation centers
from civilian to military control.

Mr. Stimson said relaxation of the
mlistment barrier is one step of a
comprehensive program to enable
loyal Japanese to contribute to vic-
Q& by "orkin« in yrir factories as

as serve ta the arm«d forces.
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fV |H E onnouncemenf that the privilege of yoluntary application for
ihducHbn into the Army of the United States has been extended
to Americans of Jopanese ancestry is, to us, o most conclusiyo
demonstration of American democracy at work.

We use the w™rd #privilcge#because we consider it just that. Somehow
we can# Noe<is ti picture in our mind”™ eye of Hitler, Mussolini or Tojo
giving eyen fhe most fleeting thought to such an idea in their
countries. Why? Because their ideas of government do not permit

cmy yolunhiry action.

We con conceive of slaye lobor battalions, supervised by armed guords
and billefed in concentration camps. But arm and train them? Never*
Americeins of Japanese ancestry could osk no better demonstration of
Americd# belief in their loyalty. Nor could they ask a better way in
which to demonstrate their loyalty than has been offered . < #and

accepted so fpontcmeously Iy sp mcmy»

We or proud to b© Americans ¢ « « and proud of our fellow
Americans who have shown where their loyalties lie.

MOTOR SUPPLY LII\/IITED

H O N O L U u , H A W A

IfonoXulu

Ster Bulletin

February 27,
1943



. Mo Schenectady Union Star,N.Y.
March 31,1943

Kansas City Inter-City
March 26,1943

Recent Addition to Inter-City News
Staff Has Deep Faith in Uncle Sam

This column is written by Robert fj i
H(gsokawa, recent additiony to the flgbﬂg\% tg?d ng]um?i'?(eent%n;yway

Afnerican-born of Japanese ances- our boys smeared the Japs in the
try, lived in the Pacific Northwest . " .

pr¥or to_their evacuation. Hosokawa Bismarck Sea," he said.

Is a 1940 graduate of Whitman col- When my wife and | were

'ﬁ%?'e‘.’evé'é% ‘{Xa'é?ii "E‘;’SEQ-'KQ“S;%R& evacuated from the Pacific Coast

t A . Kap
was president of his senior class. He with 110,000 others, two-thirds
v teeree O3, Aoy 26 063! of whom are American citizens,
we lived in government reloca-

We like this community in the tion centers. It was not easy
heart of America. Its people are but we were willing if it helped

earnest and generous. We have
walked along the quiet Streets
where huge poplars and locusts
stand. And we have seen blue
stars in the windows. Each time,
like all Americans, we are filled
with pride and appreciation.

Not many springs ago | was in
college. There was no war, only
peace and a few clouds in the
sky. In the coolness of twilight
my friends and | sat to talk of
many things . . . life, love, pic-
nics, baseball, ideals, the fu-
ture ...

But one day the tide of fas-
cism, too evil to remain where
it was born, surged across to
sear the heart of America.

Somewhere in a distant trop-
ical scetie my best friend pilots
a U. S. Navy bomber. He had
no hate in his heart, only love
for humanity. But love dies
when treachery comes.

Pete Mills, another college
friend, went down in battle in
the sky above Dutch Harbor. He
was given a Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross posthumously. Among
many others, a campus room-
mate of mine is missing off
Bataan.

Yesterday a letter came from
my cousin, another American
with a Japanese face. He is a
sergeant in the U. S. Army, sta-
tioned somewhere in New Guinea

our Uncle Sam. Our faith In him
never wavered.

As rapidly as possible, after
thorough investigation, the gov-
ernment is releasing us to nor-
mal living in some useful phase
of the war effort. We know
through experience that freedohi
is worth fighting for.

That is why my wife and | are

We have come as good

citizens, with faith in America
and our sleeves rolled up to
work for victory over tyranny.

Canton Repository, Ohio
January 30,1943

Loyal To America

roHE RELOCATION program for loyal Jap-

anese who want to contribute to the war
effort outlined by war relocation board is a
challenge to that American way of life we talk
about so much.

One vital part of the American way has
been this country’s confidence in its ability to
assimilate all nationalities, requiring only that
they be loyal to the principles on which the
nation was founded. Our population and our
fighting forces contain representatives of every
nationality, all bound together by common
devotion to freedom.

The Japanese have presented a special
problem because of the color difference that
makes them conspicuous. But there are loyal
Japanese, jvst as there are loyal Germans,
Italians, Rumanians, Austrians and Hungar-
ians. There is no more reason for holding
all Japanese in internment camps than there
is for holding other minorities. Indeed, when
the Japanese so held are native-born citizens
of the United States, there is every reason to
give them a chance to prove their loyalty.

Their relocation in areas where they might
be useful is an experiment and it shouldn't
be allowed to fail. If it succeeds, it will be
proof beyond dispute that in America there is
only one test of an individual's worth—the
test of his loyalty to American principles. No
nationality or race is excluded arbitrarily from
participation in the Amgrifian way of life.

EARNS CITATION—RIichard Ko
Watauabe, Brooklyn-born Union
College student, was cited for
“\patience, dignity and sincere
American patriotism” by Dr.
Dixon Ryan Fox, president of
Union College, at Prize Day ex-
ercises In Memorial Chapel this
morning. “Dick,” whose parents

are Japanese, also lived in Ore-
gon before coming here.
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Salt Lake Tribune, Utah
January 16,1943

Maw Finds No Pa”™ipermg
Of Japanese at Topaz

“These Japanese are pioneering a project*They’re not
living the life of Riley, and they’re not being pawqgpaccd,” was Gov-
etnor Herbert B. Maw”s appraisal of the 85Q0 residMits ia the

Topaz relocation center.

The Utah executive addressed
the residents of the Japanese cen-
ter at a program on Thursday
evening. Governor ivraw inducted
the 34 councilmen who will direct
the affairs of the Topaz commit
nity government.

“It’s not luxury when six per-
sons of a family live in a single

room,” Governor Maw observed.
*# found that these thousands are
not getting more than their share
of coffee, sugar, meat or any other
commodity. ~The ration Tregula-
tions are rigidly adhered to by the
project director's staff.,r )

e executive said that the atti-
tude of the mw, women and chil-
dren is very good. ]

“While many, including the 20
American Legionnaires who seryed
in World War I, who have proved
their loyalty feel 4wurt and
bruised/ they “re resigned to do
their best and to feel that this is
their contribution to the winning
of the war/' he added.

M don’t think they’re vindictive
nor embittered/1

The governor predicted that the
Ja_gan_ese would maHe ar xnajor con
tribution to the advancement of
Utah agriculture, because the
camp*s Bopul_atlon_ included more
than 500 university and college
?radqates, many 6t whom are
arming experts. o

Budiness has been brisk in Delta
as the result of the new camp's
estat>lizhment, while the mail
otdiers to California and Utah ran
Into thousands of dollars every
month the governor was hi.
formed.



COoPY February 15,1943

Dear Pa

I do*t know how you will take this letter nor what you
will think of me but I feel i1t my duty to tell you just how the
situation looks to me. | hope that you willl be able to see things
as | do.

When war was started last December you remember that 1 tried
to join the air forces and other branches of the U, S* Amy* 1 was
rejected every time on account of *technicalities* as they put It*
Then you were pulled in. Your only reason to be arrested was that
you were an enemy alien. You aren*t eligible for citizenship so what
else could you be*

Then all of the Japanese were evacuated from the coast for no
reason except that they were Japanese, No prr*oof of guilt for any
crime was used as excuse.

When we were notified that you were to be permanently intermed
last July, we couldn*t take any more* Therefore, we signed repatria-
tion papers. I I was to be considered guilty without evidence or
fair trial, there was no use of my holding U«S. citizenship papers*
All that 1 was ta\igit In schools were not true. Everything that
was told about democracy didn™t seem to apply to us at all. Therefore
at that time 1 felt that I did the only mthing that 1 could do to keep
ray balance*

I would have wanted to go to Japan before the end of the war
rather than at the finish because any fool can take up and work when
someone else has done the dirty work. 1 wanted to help in the dirty
as well as the good work*

Since about three months ago, the American govermment has
changed its attitude about us. There was a mistake. This was ad-
mitted* OF course there are those that want to be put back exactly
as they were before the war. They are fools, What has been done is
done there can be no turing back to former days ever. It Is ex-
pected that most of the people are bitter, 1 am too* Yet, since the
govermment is changing i1ts policies as to Japanese, don*t you think
that everyone should help, and forget the past if the future iIs assured?

The point 1 am leading up to is this. The Ay is calling for
volunteers* Forty-five hundred from the camps. This camp quota
is"55 * As expected most of the parents don*t like it at all.
can*t blame theme Both sides are right in any argument* There IS no
need to argue* Most of the anti reasons are these: we were Kicked
out - we won"t get privileges anyhow - we will be shipped to Japan



after the war - we don*t like this special battalion - we don*t want
our sons segregated from others —we want to wait for the draft, rather
than volunteer#

The pro reasons are these: this is a chancO for the "Jgpanese
Arericans to show their loyalty - a sacrifice such as this can*t do
any harm, rather 1t will change public opinion for us —if there
1sn”™ enough voXuntecrs, tham™ there won*t be a draft for ther© would
be no reason. Also there wonll be any reason to let the people go
out™

woulld be a sacrifice of 450 wvolunteers to insure a place
in the U. S. for the other 100,0Q)) In_this country. Isn*t it worth,
the price? A special battlaion, [ think, iIs for.propaganda purposes
rather than for anything else* After all9 vitaet i1s 14500 soldiers when
there are over eight million in the vihole array think that* the
goemiaen™t is dsiglHy 1ts attitude toward us#  This is the price to
pay -

I will not volunteer if it were only to get you out of that
canp# 1 do not consider you a hostage, to be exchanged for ray
services as a soldier*

will not volunteer jtest to be able to get out of this camp.
Such reasoning is too small, there iIs more at stake™

I will not volunteer just because some of ray friends are think-
ing of going. You should know that 1 got a mind of my omu 1 never
do things because others do somethinge Rather do opposite™

I will volunteer if I think that the govemment is going to
give us better treatment after this is over. That means equal rights
and privileges for all of us instead of the dirty treatment we have
been receiving the last year* T course, | realize the war makes
lots of things different so that we can»t expect too much just now,

Monday morning, | expect to see the head of* this camp about
this matter, 1 will offer to volimteer. | to accepted.
However, due to my repatriation papers, | cannot say what will happen*
I may be rejected, I-canH blame then# Still since the govermment
has made a mistake and then changed i1ts policies, | camt see why |
ar'fc have the privilege to change my plans tooe

I have talked with Ma, Mr. Pujii, O.P.,and others. Nobody™ is
enthusiastic about it naturallLly? Still they say that 1T my mihd is
made up —to go ahead* X realiz8d just what 1 am doi And what X
am giving up. Also that if I go I expect to be a g?od soldier so
will expect the worst. There is no use in doing things half-way.

I am pretty mixed up but 1 must make up my mind now. If you



were here wciuld feel a lot better but 1 axi  think "that you will
come for a irfiile yet. The Attormey Ceneral said that as far as he 1Is
concemed™ you should be paroled to us here at Hunt* But- due to WRA
policies lhere Is a question of transfer.

There is nothing more for me to say- f the govermment
accept me, it will mean that | made a mistake of signing repatriation

papers and must go throtigh with it. Although things have changed
I won*t have a chance to rescind* Well took the chance so 1 won*.t

fight. |f the government will accept me as such, 111611 | will go and

do my part.

Naturally this may surprise and shock you. Espciall?; after
what | have been saying for the last six months. But as | have said

before, things are changing fast.

I hope that this will not upset any of your plans or hurt
you too badly. 1 don t know how you feel, 1 wish that you will
agree with me.

At any rate | don*t need to answer for a week yete 1 have a

conference with the big-shot this rromirrng: wanted to get a release
and 17611 go arfc to work but 1 dom*t “thirk that will do that because

it looks like I want all the good and none of the bad.

IT possible, please wire me whether you will approve or not
approve what 1 plan to do* would appreciate it very much*

don*t think that | can say any more at this "tiee so until
another time,

Youi* son,

Tats

| hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of
the original letter written by Tatsuro Hayasaka to his father who
was interned at the 'time he received this Xst-ter from hxs son*
This letter shows stamp of the U. S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service and was examined by Inspector No. 24-2.
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NLetter fi“Yom Japanese-American

D soldier stationed at Ft. Riley,
v Kansas to a frleAd in Minidoka*
1
SUINERIMLC
Hi George 2

&lad to hear from you again, am really prompt this
time# ainJt 1?2 .

Boy 1wait till you iiear what; | have to te |l you
aboyt what Keppendd to us "today &nd the four days pre**
ceding.

Remember the day the Kar Department broadcast
tod revealed the fact that several American array officers
held as prisoners in Japan were executed for unlcnown
reasons? The very next day aftel* that broadcast, we re-
ceived orders from our BetacJment commander that all or us
Jap boys were confined to our mbarracks not as a punish-
ment, but purely to protect us from physical “armwnlon
may occur to us due to some Ignorant people around”here.
Of course, there was gome sense In that and I didn t milna

but the Japs in the Motor Pool and headquarters were peiv
to 'wander'around... t.iie post .area and;, visit the can-

teens and theaters but we were strictly oonfined our
barracks,----couldn”~t even go to P#X. We found out that
the order was to be confinement to post and no& to

our barracks, but our stinking captain was so damn
prejudiced th”~ he took advantage of that order and_nat-
urally, we couldn”™t go out. Yes> | read General Dewlu s
statement our commander seems to have the same unougnu
about us. By the way, did you read Senator Stewart s
statements. Hie thoughts are mush more radical than
DeWitt' se

Today, Easter Sunday, we experienced an action
which I''l'l never forget as long as | live, Prssident
Roosevelt came to our camp on hia way home from Mexico ana
we Japs were a ll told, to fall out In dress uniforms. , we
all fell-out with the thought of seeing the pregloiBit, dw
what happens® The Captain gives as a spsecli teeing us
how much appreeleat©d our cooperation In conducting ~*
ourselvea as a soldier and gentlemen during our four 2aysi
of confinement; and he had the audacity to wish xas a Happy
Eastie:r when he knew all the time vrh&t w&g e i

you won*t# belisve iti* but it» actually happsned n©re*
We were marched double file all the way to the m t?r
and as we approaclied one of "tlie mech.s.niz©d scsliool DUildIngSi



there were about fifty armed guards with rifles and bayo-
nets posted around this building. Boy 1l sure felt lousy
when we were told to march single file into this building
mbetween two guai®s standing "by the eniranee ready to take

a pot-shot at us if we made any false moves. |Inside this
tjuilalng there were more Japs huddled in a group from Motor
Pool with about fifteen armed officers to watch ug. Xup,
we were in the same category as Drilsonere of war. In fact,
| even felt like one. Yes, we were wearfiig fEe same uni-
forms as the men outside watohing us. Whyt One of the
officers menuioned something about precautionary measures
so that no harm would befall the president while he was
inspeoting our oamp. Yjip, we were wearing the same uni-
forms as the fellows guarding ub and they don” trust us.
Boyj a million thoughts kept hammering in my head a8 we
were in there as prisoners, | asked myeelf* —what the hell
is the use of wearing this uniform,,..they donlt trust us and
we arenft accorded the same priviiege as the other men
wearing the same 'flniform purely due to our racial anoestry*.
At least, | know the score dovm here now. This camp Is rum
by e bunch of prajudiced men who believes in tlie same doc-
trinee and principles dominant in a dictatorship and total-
itarian form of govemraent* What the hell have they got
to Roller about perseotition of the Jews In Germany when
they* re about doing the same thing to us down heret
No fooling, if they don't trust us, why in the world don*t
they com© out and say eo and discharge us. | wonder how
those felioiffe who volunteered for Camp Shelby and. Camp
Savage would feel If they heard about this incident,

far as I*m concerned, I*m really disillueicned and dis-
couraged. They havenll given us the clriance to realize what
welre fighting for. Of course, In fairness | must say that
It isn*t like this in all the camps. In Texas where the
Commandant |Is broadminded and understands the psychology of
the human mind actually shoed his trust far tlie Nisei boys
In service by permitting them to guard the railroad traok

so that the President could pass through safely. Over here,
it was entirely an opposite situation. They uj3ed negative
psychology.

You know, Im actually wondering as to whether or not
our company commancLer, who happens to hate all Japanese re-
gardless of how loyal he i8# Is planning to break our morale
or treating us in this manner so that w© would oraclc-up and
make a slip so that he could pin something on ue. |If that*s
the case, lie’s going to have a hell of a time cause we*re
determined to prove that G-eneral De W itt wag wrong in shooting



off with his bigoted statements. The hard part Is that most
of the fellows have Just about reached the lim it of their
end”ranoe,



# WAR RELOGATION AUTHeei TY
COMMUNTfrY ANALYSIS SECTION

Extract from letter of Nisei
Tulean upon liis arrival at
Minidoka, October 4, 1943

T u know the admiZlistration’s.attitude lier Well, . _tiie people. s
attitude is -ttt small ._inconveniences shcmld not fc’protested because
|the administration Is doing Its best for the people. The philosophy of
Ithe Tuleans have been more rugged. If you want anything™ get organized
land fight for it. Thelr organization may, be poor, but they are not
Wite as helpless as the Minidokans. These two points of view clashed
las soon as WO got here. There weren*t enough rooms for couples and
franilies of three and many of them were put in poorly partitioned or not
partitioned at all recreation halls. The administration asked that they
double ub Into a large room for 5 or 7 (20 x 20 and 20 x 24) until
smaller rooms were available througb exodus on seasonal and indefinite
leave* The Sfinidoken leaders asked the same thing® Those who cooperated
would BO given first consideration when rooms were opened up. The
Tuleans were indignant at the cold reception they got and banded toge-
ther. They had a ineeting and decided as a group to stay iIn recreation
malls until small roosis were made available. After all,a blanket
stretched across a room Is not mucti privacy. The administration may
plead a lack of construction workers to do the job or lack of material™
A check-up of materials and the number of apartments vacant iIs being
made. We are having another meeting, |1 saym we” because 1 feel close
% recreation hall residents because my fiancee* is one* The disgusting
thing is that mnidokans arenn willing to fight or ask for decent tre&t-
ment for fellow evaceres® The ability of the administration to maint&in
what Spicer termed a "‘benevolent dictatorships is being put to a teste
Thd number of recreation hall Tuleaiis is far too small to cause much of
a stir, but 1t can serve as a wedge to change the future course of the
m"polrtical. situationhere At:any.rate, 1 regard., this*conflict as a leait
Cre*

To ¢o0 back a little ways, the protests of the Arkansas-bound
people were adequately handled. About that time Best issued his ~tough¥
statement about no changes. The liberals found that they were no longer
in the saddle, but they went ahead with theilr work as best they could#
Carter made himselt available and let t=ii cry on his shoulders. Then
he issued a fimm letter saying that they would have to go* It worked.

A few adjustments were made, especially for ssedicaX reasons. The rest
resided themselves to go* Only forq, families, totaling 18, did mot go
on the but that many probably miss all of %he trains* When
Best was told that the resistance of the Arkansas group was broken, he
is said to have remarked, =1 glad for the people**

A mi*e interesting thiiig happened after that* Fanny Friedman
and Davis were given the top social welfare jobs of counselor and assis-
| tant counselor without any waiming* cater*s status is uncertain, but he
I is now handling connmmity activities and civic organization and Dorothy



I is staying with her welfare department. The interesting thing is, of

-.(mouse, the gradual decline In the Influence of the liberals on ad-
ministrat VO policy-makinge They have to be credited, though, for
handling the segregation program in Tule Lake successfully.

, 1 would appreciate your coments ai the Minidoka housing conflict
from your position in Washington* It*s a small affair, but uoretlieless
interesting*

Minidoka Is a deaner place ilien fvile Lake and on the whole a
pleasanter place to live*
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Selective Service System
Hobert M, Thompson, Chairman
By Marian J* Stata, Clerk of Board
Seattle, Washington

Re M akiji Mack Yamamoto Order No. 2587
Response to letter of May 2 re phyisilcal
examination of our registrant named above*

McLaughlin
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SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

97 |
?ocal oard
Seattle City 633 !
Qil
253 BuikLiegRD)
----- Seattle, Washington
May 4, 1944

LEAVE SECTION

Ass*t. Relocation Program Officer,
Minidoka Project,

Hunt, Ida,
Re: Makiji Mack Yamamoto

Order No. 2537
Dear Sir:

In response to your letter of May 2nd regarding
physical examination of our registrant named above, wish to
state this boy made request for transfer for physical exam-
ination to Loggji, Utah. However, he did not stay there long
enough to complete the examination.

In the meantime, his papers were forwarded,
through the office of our State Director, to Local Board
No.. 4, Modoc County, Alturas, Ca ” whicfi Is the board having
Jurisdiction over the Tula Lake area. We will contact this
board and have them retum the papers to us. We will then
transfer them, through the office of our State Director, to
the Local Board No .1 at Jerome, Ida.

We hope he stays iIn his present area long
enough to complete this physical examination.

By Directdon of

LOCAL BOARD NO .11
ROBERT M. THOMPSON, GHAIHIAN

By
Clerk of Board
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"It is rathe© for us to b© here
dedicated to the great task remain**
Ing before us that from these horko>
ored dead we take increased devo»
tlon to that cause for ~tiloh they
gave the last full measure of devo™
tlon#

* That we here klghly resolve that
these dead should not have died in
vain; that their nation, under 00d,
shall have a new birth of freedom;
and that the government of the peo»
ple9 by the people9 for tlie people®
shall not perish from the ejarth,-

Gettysburg Addre80

RECOMMENDATIONS OP TOPAZ CITIZENS FOR THE PRINCIPLES OP AMERICAN
DEMOBRACY

(' NON SEGREGATED UNITS)

In a public statement directed to the Sec’'y of War Stimson»
on Feb* 1 , 19459 President Roosevelt expressed his views om the
Nisei exercising their responsibilities of oitizenship &3 follows:

WThe proposal of the War Dep't to organize a combat team
consisting of loyal American citizens of Japanese descent has my
full approval. The new combat team will add to tho nearly 5,000
loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry \Aio are already serving In
the armed forces of our country. This is natural and a logical step
toward the reinstitution of the Selective Service procedures which
were temporarily disrupted by the evacuation from the Vest Coast*

BN loyal citizen of the U*S# should be denied th« democratic
right to exercise his responsibilities of hla citizenship regard
less of his ancestry* Tke principle on which this counitry was
founded and by which It has always been governed is that Amerloanlaa
Is a matter of the mind and hearty Arael™loanism is not. and
never was a mattez* of race or ancestry, A good American Is one
who Is loyal to this coimtry and to our oreea of liberty and
democracy* Every loyal American citizen should be given the oppor-
tunity to serve this country wherever hie skills will make the
greatest contrlbutlon-~*whether it be in the ranks of our armed forces
war production* agriculture, gov*t service, or other work essential

to the war effort,
W am glad to observe that the War Depft, th© UaYy

the War Manpower Commission, the Dep*t of Ju8tioe, and the WRA are
collaborating In a program whi~h will aaerfd¢~the_opportunity for all
loyal Americans* including Americans of Japanese ancestryt to serve

their country at a tiAe when the fullest and wisest use of our
manpower is all-*important to tke war effort*H
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After reviewing the action of the 100th Battalion in Italy,

tiie W ar D ep*t has ta k en a great s te p in re in s tatin g th e S e le cts v e

Service o american citizens o Japanese descent; "The c .ceiien

wiiicli the combat: tiealB ha mad© in training and the outi
standing i*ocord acMlevcd by tlie 100th 6a~t!allon9 a former Hawaiian
Natl! G-uard unit now fitting In Italy, we»e major factor* In the
present plan*"

Before and after Pearl Harbor™ through evacuatxionj and reloca__
tion the nisei, American citizen® cfif Japanese descent, have shown
their loyalty by complying with all government regulation although
It meant undue haz*dshlp« After a thorough investigation of the
activities of the nisei prior to and after the war, responsible
g TérniBént» agOn1»8 have Bi6kde t»h6 following stjatjements*

a# jaaei Rowe, asoiatant to the Attorney Q-eneral on

April 20,1942: *M% John Edgar H over# Director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, has advised me tthere ™
was ao eabotage conuaittad by Japanese "th©r0 (In Hawaii)
prior to De « ~9 Dec. 7, or subsequent to tiaat time.

b# Henry L* Stlmson, Secretary of War, on March 30: Tk©

War Department has received no information of sabotage ocom**
mittei ,, Japaneae during the attack on Pearl Harbor,”

e Honolulu Chief of Police, aabrlelaon: % e*eThere were no

actg of sabotage conunitted in the City and County of
Honolulu Deo. 7, nor have there been acts of sabotage
sabotage reported to the Police Department since that date.

d . CMengent,Hawaii,FederalBureau of Investigation to
Blake'Clark, summer of 1942: "You can say, without fear
of contradiction, that there has not been a single act of
sabotage*1

To further test our loytlty to the U.J« the 100th and tne
442nd. Japanese American Infantry Battalion combat teams, composed
mostly of volunteers, were organized. Tried as no other citizens
have been tried and proven to I> worthy American*, we feel no farther

proof of owur loy al is

We are not bynly fi"geﬁfisnsg:iar?()r_ the. sameness of purpose wlta other
fellow Americans, bul;” we are also fighting tll® wax* of Aaerican

p re judic e and in to le rannc e at home?*

P re sident R oosevelt has s tate d th at A merlcanAsm is a fa tte r

o f th e m in d and h e art; A m ericamnism is n o t, and never w as a m a tter

of race or amnwcestry, b ut in a ctual poractice th e acceptance or tn e

people o f th is statem ent can on |y b © aohleved by

aMfI>W|th nther fre e

fig h tin g e la © oy

A m erjLoajis. o f o th e r d e soelit; and w ith th e cC 0 «

S ta te s

b e form ed,

segregated



3. AIl draftees to be assigned to Tarlous unite of the army a«
other Americans,

4» |If qualified, ail branches of the armed forces to be open-
ed to the Japanese American draftees”™

In making these recommendations we are thinking of the post war
advantages in fighting side by side with other Americans. Our fight tvr
equal rights, equal privileges will not stop with the armistice. Our
fight must continue, because we must fight the war of American prejudice*
As well as Binning the war at the battle front we are desirous of winning
the war against intolerance that has subjected the minority groups at
home. Buddies, regardless of color or ancestry, made on the battle
fields can beat help to accomplisk this great task that Is before us—a
task that 18 for a greater Amerloav

Topaz Citizens

Chairman:
"Trank Yamasaki

Secretary
Seiko Yakahl



