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1st DRAFT 5-19-6**
SHURIYA SAN

~_ his best friend®
Kenichi and/Minoru always had a race on the way home from school.

Each day, when they got to the little wissx wood and kindling shop at
the corner of their street one of them would call, "Race you home!”
And they were off! They fcaced down the narrow street like two monkeys
let out of a cagee Whoever reached Minoru*s house first, won the race,
for hixxhEHXSxwaxx he lived two houses closer to the corner.

One day, Xsh their teacher told them the school Would have its
Field Day in another month. There would be races and games and prizes
for the best teans..

harddr at

"We>d better practice/racing,” Kenichi said on the way home.

Minoru nodded. "1t’d be good towin a prize."

Kenichi couldn’t wait until they got to the wood and kindling
shop, Xe "Race you home!”” he shouted before they even got to the
TCEHAXEEXEHXME rxwMKrEXKhEyxwEH+dxfcxxHX turn at the corner.

And off they ran, their school bags banging; They darted around
bicycles and buggies and mothers wheeling their babies and old men
walking with canes, and little girls in uniform walking home from school,

XLEEKXEXTctX

"Look out® they shouted, and they didn’t stop for anyone.

Kenichi was the first to turn the corner, when suddenly, he
crashed into an old man and his cart, CRASH BANG CLANG WHANG
It sounded as though he had stumbled Into a wMelexx walking kitchen!

. He had slammed right into the old maKXwFcEXXMEXdtxgxmam Mending Man who
FU*UL, repaired pots and pans The old man Ball on his W§3E§ and pushed
N 1t against kfesx somebody’s stone wall. Thx One wheel went rolling
N down the street, allthe pots and pans got jiggled loose, knives and

scissors were all over the street, and two broken umbrellas lay iIn

the old ‘ 31 S E I

few jiiiglgiplfl 1 M
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"Yah! Look what you did"! Minoru shouted and he kept on running
right down the street.

Kenichi ptEksdx3at scrambled to his feet. His arms were moving, and
his legs began to run, but he wasn’t moving at all. There was a firm
hand that grasped him by the back of the neck.

"Just a minute, young man!" It was the mending man whsxhadx himself.
"You will pick up ahl the pots and pans and lids" he said.
"Hai, yes sir,” Kenichi said.
"You will also pick up all the knives and scissors and the pieces
of broken crockery."
"Hai, yes sir"”
"And you will peck up the wheel that came losee and help me puxh
my cart to your house,”

Kenichi looked upat the old man. What did he want at his house
anyway? But the old man glared at him from over his glasses, and he
put his old khaki hat back on his head with a firm hand.

KeMchi picked up the loose wheel and helped the old man push
his cart down to his house. It wobbled ahakily on three wheels.

"1™ sorry I banged into you, old man,'™ Kenichi said.

But thel old man kapkx still kept a firm hand on the back of
Kenichi*s neck, as though he were afraid he might try to run away again.

When they got home, Kenichi found out what the old man wanted.

"Gall your mother, young man,"™ he said. And when Kenichis mother
came out, wearing her big white Essk apron, they spoke as old friends.
"M&fopcaiK ""Ah, the Mending Man,™ she called, "1 don’t think 1 have
anything that needs repair today."
imk*x "No, but I do,” the old man said. And he quickly told her
what had happened at the corner.

"Mah! 1™ sure Kenichi is very sorry and will ~«xsmyfcktKgxfea

help you
be glad to mend anything he broke."
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Zenichiro” for grandfather.
g ¢d Father is Cal., short for Californial what a name.

*

Zenny Uraki is on the train going to L.A. He is 10 going on 11.
a nurse
His mother has just been sent to the hospital with T.B. and so he is
goingfrom SF to L.A. to spend the next 6 most - maybe a year - at

his grandfather and grandmother’s farm iIn Santa Ana Valley. His

aunt and uncle live close by, and help run the farm... they have two
children... girlsl What was Zenny going to do.for a whole half year?
GP and GM raise vegetables on 100 acre farm... beans, celerty

and cauliflower. They want to buy more land and exp&ad.
GP are old-fashioned, EhEHEr observe many U. cultural ties.
It is Nov. when Zenny arrives... dismal, rainy... farm is
rather quiet, about ready for harvest of snowball caulifloi®jer.
GP excited about homing of ¢1 J. nationals to help on farm.
thanksgiving just doesn’t seem right roifr being at home.
Zenny*s fTather is a lawyer, he can’t get away to ccme join him.
13
Girls, Jeaniandx Su-su 5* Jaanie can't think of anything
no near neighbo:
but boys and Susu too small to he any fun. Zenny is despondnet.
~ven at school everyone seemed strange, lots of mexican children
in class, speak In Spanish. Zenny feels left out.
Betty )
Xhsnx Aunt and Uncle John try to make him feel at home.

Then 1n Dec.Vxakeda-san conges. He is young, full of fun, and energy -

they move in emp”™y house at corner of ranch... Zenny tags alung every
where... learns with Takeda ... how to run tractor, how to irrigate,
how to spray (?) washing machine, packing etc., in shed... Somehow,

the two of them always seem to make mistakes,,, forget to use marker

Nand hoe a crooked row, forgest to dispose of toxic bag; ilmsyxn tries

.o drive truck and drives i1t Into a tree.... each time Zenny happens



2.
Christmas nears*.. Zenny looks forward - going thome for
Xmas vacation with Dad... he would take him skiing to Squar* Valley

Day before end of school scratchy throat,,, he doesn!t tell,, temp soars

to IOIf,... delirious... when he comes to, Dad is there, he thinks he’s
dreaming... theycda?nvBcnpnfcnenasttcMomn  too wak to go anywhere, but
at least Dad is there. And Mom? shefs coming along, out won"t be

home for a while yfet
— March - girls day- dolls festival - big fuss for girls

Zenny becomes a hero... xbxbsbi helps save man from plane, Z. more
dusting vegetables. Ibesnix He an ~akeda save man, pull him from int in
plane just before plane explodes into flames. After that, Takeda planting
respects Zenny... new attit. toward him. of

s.beans

May 5th, boys day, he flies carp for him over shed. If
he had a son thatfs what he would do, he says. He makes nnigiri
sheaks iInto town with car to buy rice.

June-July  Takeda unhappy, homesick, wants to go home...
then comes devafetating sanatana wind., grandpa loses Jo,u0OO crop
Takeda decides to stay and work to help with new crop.

Zenny who was anxious togo home- stays till Sept.



