


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF HONOLULU
Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A.

January 23, 1943

TO THE MEMBERSHIP
Chamber of Commerce of Honolulu.

Gentlemen:

The announcement made this date by Lieutenant General Delos C.
Emmons, Commanding General, Hawaiian Department, United States Army,
that 1,500 citizens of Japanese ancestry would be enlisted to form
a combat unit of the United States Army, and calling for volunteers,
is of profound importance to this Territory.

The Directors of the Chamber of Commerce of Honolulu have voted
that a communication be sent to all the members of the Chamber, urging
that no obstacles be placed in the way, but rather that the fullest co-
operation be extended in accomplishinp this objective, and insuring re-
sults that will be a lasting credit to the people and the business men
of this Territory.

In this connection attention is invited to the fusct that the
Selective Service Act contemplates that firms will reemploy persons
leaving their jobs because of Selective Service. The above project
is called "Voluntary Induction" and is not .exactly the same as the
draft. However, it is believed that employers will be willing to
afford the same assurances of reemployment after the war, to men who
voluntarily serve, as they would to men who are called in by the Se-
lective Service.

It is understood that the policy of safeguarding industries, by

excusing men from the service who are in essential occupations, will
be carefully observed in this instance.

Yours very truly,

(Signed) Frank E. Midkiff
President




April 3, 1943

The Hon, John H, Tolan
Houge of Representatives,
Washington, D,.C,

My dear Mr, Tolgn:

Ret House Report No, 2124 - lay, 1942
especially pages 48 to 58

The above report, issued by the committee of which you were chairman contains
specific denials of fifth column activities in Hawaii on Dee, 7, 1941, For this
reason I wish to ¢all your attention to & motion picture recently released by
#arner Bros, entitled "Air Force" in which the assucation of sabotage and treachery
is in four separate instances made against the resident Japanese of Hawail,

In case you have not seen this picture the instances are as follows:

1, The Army bomber, which is the central character of the film, makes an
emergency landing on Mauwl and is forced to leave becsuse of attack by "loecal Japanese,"

2+ The sctor represzenting the Commanding Officer at Hicksm Fleld explains the
extent of damage there as being largely the result of vegetable trueks driven by
Japanese from Honoluly which arrived at the field early and when the attack began
drove up and down smashing airplanes and making 1t impossible for them to get off

the ground, (This is not the version given in the Roberts' report if I remember

correctly.)

3. The wounding of a young woman 1s explained as heving been caused by machine
gun fire from the Japanese driver of a truck which blocked the highway to Hickam
Field in order to prevent officers from returhing to duty.

4o The pilot of the bomber, when he reachesd Wake Island, explains the damage
in Hswaii as having been caused by a "lot of fifth column work."

Only in the first instance do these sccusations have any bedring on the
development of the story,  The film could have been just as dramatic and just as
effective without them,

These same stories were, as you well know, circulated widely on the Weat Coast
in the early months of the war, and we who watched what happened here know how potent
they were in stirring up an unreasonéng race prejudice, If this sort of propaganda
is spread throughout the country it can seriously endanger the Govermment's present
effort to resettle our American~Japanese and return them to normal productive activities,
#ith all due respect to the excellence of your report, I am very sure that for every
person reading it at least a thousand will see the motion picture and accept this
Hollywood version of history.

Thewe are still a good many people out here whe believe in justiée toward the
Americans of Japanese ancestry and would like to see truth prevail., In order to make
our protests effective wé need certain specific information and we would much appreciate
any help you can give us in securing it:

-

First, is your report ae published in May, 1943, accurate and a
quoting it as giving the real facts, or has any information come
give a factual balis to the charges made in "Aly Force™?




Second, what officer or department of the governiment should our various or-
ganigations apeal to to take up this matter of misrepresentation with the producing
company?

Third, since the Army Air Corps is credited with cooperation im making this filu,
what authority was directly responsible for bheir part in it? I find it hard to
believe that responsible Army officers would have themselves represented as spreading
untruths, particularly those of slanderous character, and 1 think the matter should
be brought to their attention,

Very truly yours,




CONFERENCE OF AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCIESTRY
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EMERGENEY SiHRVICE COIIITTER
Acenda of the Conference

Nuuanu YMCA Sept. 12, 1943

Registration of delegates and reception

Star Spangled Bsnner - Assembly

Greetings - Kstsuro liiho, Chairman of
Emergency S3ervice Cormittee

Renort of Noninating Cormittee
Introductory Remarks - Masa Katagiri,
Chairmen, Conference Cormittee

Japanese Americans - Mr., Hung

Problems of Social and Family Relation-
ships Involving the People of Japan-
ese Ancestry in Hawaii - Dr. Andrew
W. Lind

Open discussion
Recess

Economic and Imployment Problems In-
volving the People of Japanese An-

.

cestry in Havail - lMr. Arnold L.Wills
Onen discussion
Sectional discussions

Lunch -- Problems of the People of
Jopanese Ancestry in Hawaii as Seen
from the Military Point of View -
Lt. Colonel Charles Selby

Sectional group meetings

General lleeting
a. Renort of discussion groups
b. Sumnary nmecting
¢, Closing remarks ~ Mr. Shigeo Yoshida




PROBLE!S OF FANTLY AND SCCIAL RELATICISHIPS IITVOLVING
T8 PTOPLYT OF JAPAITESE ANCESTRY

DR. ANDRIEW ILIND

It requires no profound insight to recognize how crucial

a part the fanily (and values associated with it) plays in the

nternal security of this cormunity, and whatever we can do by
ta$1nr thought and collectively planning to undergird the fami-
ly and what it stands for in this period of stress and strain
is a permanent contribution to war-time morale ss well as to
peace-tine security. One of the major objectives in modern to-
tal warfare is to undermine the sources of-discipline and loyal-
ty in the civilian population of the enemy, and to protect with-
in its own ranks such instruments of strength as the family.,

It is true that the circumstances of modern warfare inevi-
tably threaten this scurce of internal strength. War always
brings its heavy toll of family casualties - divorce, desertion,
illegitimacy, child neglect, and delinquency. These are perhaps
ariong the less sensational, but no less nainful, of the costs
of war in any community, and it is doubtful whether we can by
any means avoid heavy pavments in terms of a weakened fanily life
and endangered internal norale.

It is no accident that the numbﬁr \ivorces in Honolulu
increased 37% in 1942 above the 1941 fl ( that despite
blackouts and imartial law the purbef of ;f inquencies defi-
nitely increased during 1942 and that furt reases are ex-
pected in 1943,

We are so prone to single out the Japanese as the one group
in Hawaiil peculiarly "on the snot® at present that it has seesmed
advisable to set the »problem first in a somewhat broader nersnec-
tive. The available evidence seems to show that the Japanese
have actually suffered less from fanily disorganization since-
the war than nost of the other rsc197 sroups in the territory,

G

and we could easily exaggerate the trend of fanily brealzdown
among the Tadanesu.

It is probably true, however, that the internretations
which other srouns in the comrmnity place upon the facts and
alleged facts of fanily breakdown among the Jananese are far
more important than the actual facts themsclves. From the stand-
point of Hawaii's internsl security the myth, for examnle, nre-
valent gnong certain groups that Japanese girls are co]l@ctlvely
falling in love with haole service men and are marrying then is
far more significant thar the actual trends of inter-racial mar-
riage revealed by the Bo ird of Vital Statistics. If, for ex-
ample, there were a sizable group of persons in the community
convinced that even some of ths girls who date service ren are
interested 1ief1y in extracting military secrets from them,
this conviction might far outweigh the significance of perfect
conduct by “the 51r1L themselves. But you Xnow better than I the
difficulty of convinecing nminds that do not choose to be convinced.
Ordinary discretion compels us to recognize that the intangibles
of group attitudes and »rejudices nay be far nore _nnortant to




morale than the objective facts alone,

Actually there 1is & sizable problenm of family and personal
breakdown among the Japanese. Desnite the initial shock of the
7th which temporarily increased greatly the solidarity of Japan-
ese families, the long-term effect has been to add new tensions
to those which existed within the Japanese homes in pre-~war days.
Aien parents have been discredited from their nositions of res-
nonsibility and control, and immature and inexmerienced children
have suddenly been forced into nositions of authority for which
they are utterly unnrepared., As one thoughtful student expressed
1
"In hundreds of Jananese homes in raii the second generation
have told their parents in effect 'You can't tell us what to do
any more - you are eneny aliens', and the parents have reluct-
antly yielded authority to the children. All too often it has
been misplaced®.
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Increasingly Jepanese girls are throwing over the tradi
tional restraints unon their dating and maeting behaviors. The
very fact that the controls exercised by the home were once so
rigorous make the e of then now all the more disorgan-
izing. Particularly in some of the rural areas where Japanese
communities are situated close to troop encampments, the older
generation are virtually helpless to govern the conduct of their
adolescent daughters and the consequences are frequently disas-
trous. If the good name which the individual and the racial aroup
has enjoyed in Hawaiil is to be preserved, the leadership must
largely come from the second generation.

Due credit nmust be given to the valisnt efforts of the first
generation to deal with the situastion according to their best
judgments, but the old tabus are clearly ineffective today. Most
of my Japanese students are quite convinced that the war is bring-
ing a wholesome acceleration of the traensition to Americsn stand-
ards of dating and courtship practice. I merely suggest that it
would be well to he prepared for thec unsusnected by-nroducts of
rapid change.

Such commendable efforts as the Sneak Tnglish Campaign and
the formal Americanizstion movenent have furthered the displace-
ment of the first generation from nos 1s of authority anad
must inevitably put =2 greater strain udon the individusl ecitizen
of Jananesc ancestry.

From the standnoint of a sociologist one of the most signi-
ficant consequences of the war is then the weakening of Japanese
family controls and the releasing of the individual citizen to
follow his own impulses and dispositions. He is beinz freed from
the customary controls not only of Jananese society but of Ameri-
can society as well., As frequently happens when freedom is sud-
denly acquired without a strugpgle, it is likely to be abused in
certain instances. We are hearing all too frequently these days
of individuals of Japancse ancestry who have taken their liberties
lightly, who are comnlecent not only about their family snd civic
responsibilities but 2lso those which relate to the nation ‘and

the world., As a part of this tendency we observe occaslonally s
sullen and resentful attitude among those who fecl their liberties
are being interfered with.
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ECONOMIC AND E!NPIOYMENT PROBLIEMS INVOLVING THE PEOPLE
OF JAFPANIZSE ANCESTRY IN HAWAIT

OLD L. "ILLS

(Note: lir, Wills presented his talk extemporaneously. The fol-
lowing is a brief swmary of his speech.)

Mr., Wills opened his remarks with the statement that labor
unions are esscntial parts of industrial 1life. He believes that
labor is a bulwarl: of democracy and cited the fact that ecvery
democracy in the world has had growing with it a labor orgsnization

Meny ncople get their information about the labor movement
from Westbrook Pegler, This is unfortunate, and it is also un-
fortunate that so much of what I'r. Pegler writes is true.

"Yhy do we necd a labor novencnt in Hawaii? ‘It is because
more than ever we have got to becone Aﬁ»“WCﬁnvzcd, and in order
to be vigorously democratic, I believe morec than cver, we've
got to have a strong reshonsible labor movement in the Territory
of Haweii, I say that without any intention of eriticizing the
employers of Hawaii. TFrom what I have seen on numerous occasions,
we have in Haweil probably the most intclligent, soecially-minded
group of emnloyers anywherc in the United States. We have been
able to accomplish in a short time more than any other group in
the United States.

"I want to takc off my hat to the Anerican citizens of Jap-
anese anccstry whom I have met in the five vears I heve been
here, I fecl that during the war and in the problems that come
after the war we can be assured that we nced not be concerncd
about this group of American citizens of Japancsc ancestry from
the mere fact that they have been on the spot and continue to
be on the smot; and thec merc fact that they have examincd this
matter of Amcricanism - what it means, what its r““WOHSlb]llulus
are - is going to nalkc them better citizcns than the st of us.
I am not worried much about them,?

Mr, Wills then went on to say that no one institution, day
by day and wecek by weck, provides norc onnortunity to nractice
democracy than the labor unions. Unfortunately not all of the
unions are aware of their opnortunitics. He concludcd his re-
marks with this stotcmont: "™ I belicve that with the finc poli-
cics on the part of the oanOVpro CONncer PO*, together with the
proper kind of intellinent, rosponsible labor leader rshin we can
do a great deal to u:ku tn1~ ?lacu a rcal Paradise of the Pacific™.
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PROBLIMS OF PIOPLI OF JAPANISE ANCESTRY IN HAWAII
AS ,,‘1321' FROM TIE MILITARY POINT OF VIEW

LT, COLONEL CHARLES SILBY

I presume that you have rejoiced at thc good news fron
Italy, but have you stopped to realizs that the Italian capitu-
lation may sctually be bad ncws for you? By bad news I mean in
the sense that this capitulation is the forerunncr of intensifi-
cation of the war in the Pacific; the war of extermination against
the Japs, This will result in heightening the feeling against
Japen and the Japanesc - this theater will be the sccne of much
greater sctivity, with casualtics and convalescents returning
here. Storiecs of atrocities which to date havec had a relatively
limited circulation will undoubtcdly begin to sprcad through the
cormunity with an incvitable reflection in the attitude towarad
those of Japandou ancestry,

Thereforc, you gentlemen cannot afford to be complacent or
retrogress to the nre-war attitude but must redouble your efforts,
lest you soon find the nconle of Jananese ancestry are more than
ever on the spot.

Some of you gct protty tired of hecaring about that "snot®,
and perhaps some of vou arc wondering why such feceling can cxist
in a community under a democratic systemn, you may cven have had
a fleeting thought that while we are fighting for the Four Frec-
doms for the rest of the world we fail to annly them in toto herc.

Granting that the nrincipal reason for Mmcricans of Jananesc
ancestry being put on ths snot - the sneak attack on Pcarl Harbor -
wis not of y doing, let's lJCG"L" fact; if your i
8till on the spot when the AJA's oo
because of npeonlc in this room = the lca S among, thc neonle
of Japancsc ancestry you -~ have not ¢*i‘ the faith, haven't
done your job., Your job is to doveloﬁ for the »nroblems
facing people of Japanesc anccstry a ; 0 take aggresgsive ac-
tion to apnly thesc solutions.

Arything that nonmbers of vour racial group do which tends
to antagonizc other clemer f the community, is, as we see it,
a problem which you nust solve. Remcmber that adverse cr;t301s“
usually originatcs from sonc one who has a personal annoyance
if you can mininize the nunber of actions of Ta)ﬂnqu that C“USp
bersonal annoyance to those of other rscial ane cestrics, you will
have gone a long way in solving many of your nroblens.

An annoyanec is the use of the Japancse language by naople
who arc able to spcal Xmu-lcan; You know it ”o s on - what ag-
gressive stens are you taking about it? We know that around
2,000 people of Janancse ancestry have cnrollbd in English classes,
only a beginning

O e

Another annoyance, a wide-spread on¢, is the oft mentionecd
"cockinessY of the youngor gencration of Japun s¢ ancestry. It
has bcen said that this is merely an expression of a truly Amcri-
can trait; perhaps this is truc. But that doesn'sv alter the fact
that it is annoying and that it docs cause criticism of your ra-




cial group.

In your c¢fforts to solve these problcms you must gxpect
plenty of misunderstanding from within your own group as well
as from thc rest of the community, but yvou can't afford to let
it make you either discouraged or imnationt.

An cxample which has apparcntly been considcored by many of
your group as being too hot to handle - but which is immortant
now, end will be nwuch morc imnmortant later - concerns loyalty
to the emperor of Japan. You know that there are nlenty of pco-
ple in these islands who consider themsclves loyal Americans
but who wouldn't think of making any derogatory rcmarks about
him,

You have frequcntly heasrd said, and nerhans repcated - some-
thing like this - "Wo of Japancsc ancestry arc on the spot; we
arc just as loyal as othcr Amcricans but peonlc won't belicve it
our motives arc qucstionecd because of our race™. Let's think
about that a minutc., If that is truc, havc you cver asked your-
sclves why? Well herc it is straight from the shoulder. One
recason is thet you nconls herc have not snoken out as frankly

against Japan and the rest of the axis as othcr Amcricans.

When Amcricans fig war, they put their hearts and
their mouths into it; they hatc Hirohito, Hitler and thG Test
of the axis crowd and they make no bones about saying so. Too
often - not always, but too often - Amcricans of Janancsc an-
cestry in this community arc silent on that particular subject.
If they exneet to be acecepted as Amcricans, then lct them adopt
an carthy and refreshing American trait - cussing the cnemy
frequently snd unmist

A problem which vou have acted on nost successfully in the
past, may come up amain - it is conceivable that your group may
again be called on for translators and interpreters - are you
organized to handle such a call?

At the start of the war yvou were fortunate to have had in
General Emmons and his staff men of broad vision - men who were
thoroughly in accord with the purposes and aims of your group.

You are doubly fortunate to have in his successor, General Ri-
chardson, a man of cosmonolitan background and experience, another
commander whole-heartedly apnproving of vour work - don't let hin
down - don't give critics s chance to say to the Army "we told
you sott,

To sum up: Your nroblem requires irmediate, a
and continuing action to educate all neonle of Japane
try in these Islands, so that there will be a ninimum of criti-
cisi and a maxinum contribution toward beating the hell out of
the Japs.
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JAPANESE AMZRICANS

HUNG WAI CHING

Two years ago a mass meeting of Jananese Americans in Hono-
lulu was held at MeKinley High School. The Army then enun-
ciated its policy toward the Japanese community in case of war
between Japan and Anerica. That policy is still in effect.

The few months after lMcKinley High Sch o the morning
of December 7th, there was a feeling of 1nP & anong the
Japanese colﬂunwtv desnite assurances giv ¥ Army, Coupled
with this unes 1siness, there was g :trong desire to let the world
inmow that come what nay, the Jananese Americans could be denend-
ed upon to behave and act in the manner that was expected of them.

A complete relaxation of leadership came about because of
lack of information and wrong interpretation, It was a return
to a pseudo feeli ng " security. This dulling effect was due
particularly to th ailr and democratic snirit of the enunciated
policy of the Afnj. There was complete over-confidence and a

belief that there was sufficient le 8
second-generation. We took things e
was still time to do those things tha

dership developed among the
asy = feeling that there
t ought to have been done.

The attack of December 7th cane suddenly and in a manner
which upset the mental equilibrium of the most stable of the
group. Then came a period of uncertainty and fear. It was a
paralyzing neriod

After thi 10rt period of uncertainty and fear, adjust-
ment took ﬁ_n‘: he Jananese corrunity bepdn to orient itself
to an abno: ; i ti hig

for outlets to be set up to release the
T 7 neople., Kiawe Corps, Red Cross woric,
and bond purchases helped a great deal. OQutstanding was the org-
anization of the Varsity Victory Volunteers. This nro ject set
a very high standard for the peovle,

Despite many little unsatisfactory facet the over-gll
picture in regard to the Japanese is an lent one.

The threat of evacuation was ona ne most unsetting si-
tuations during this period. The Arny an rities allayed this
fear by Off10737 announcements,

The Japanese cormunity then entered into a phase of con-
structive participation in the war ‘elforbs  The outstondlng event
was the voluntﬂcrln“ of our AJA's iato the United States Army .

Slowly but painfully, a group of men became gradually ac-
cepted by the Japanese 001nhn1ty @s nossible guides to better
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participation and understanding, This group has not been given
unanimous support by the antire cormunity. But great headway
has been made.

But this is no time to gloat over past accomplishments,

From our behavior and actions in the pa st, we can assume that
come what may, we will surmount whatever difficulties and ob-
stacles that may come before us in the future. It is well to
make such a prediction, but it isn't easy to face actual real-
ities and conditions. That is why we are here today - not to
look back but to look shead. There is rwuch to worry about and
plenty to do.

The military situation is rioving in a fast temno each day.
The coming offensive against Japan will bring about conditions
in Hawaii which may be worse than those which we have gone
through. The nent-up hatred against the milit ary nachine of
Japan when released will create situations and conditions that
are. foreien to us right now,

Remember too, that the kind of fi
on in the South will not in any way he » improve race relations.
All peoples of 211 racial bac] cgrounds nuut be cognizant of what
is coming. You and I =must prepare ourselves for the worst.

ghting that is now going
1p

A Kemaaina in s position to gauge public opinion told me
lately that there is : g¢ow1nb feeling of distrust toward the
Japanese right here in Honolulu, Why this growing animosity
after all the Japanc cormunity has done?

Is this distruct brou ght about by the i

the unionization of the labo grouns in this

about the yardman arﬁ maid QluU"thH Can it be

American campaign flopped because it has been rep

youngsters and know-better adults

language in public? Can it be that Jf) anese narents are not
controlling their children anﬂ that there is a very serious prob-
lem of far1111<,a breaking down Are the girls of Japanese parent-
age irritating others by goun* out with soldiers and sailors and
haole defense workers? Is it true that Japanese clerks are
"sassy" and rude to custoners?

I want to share with you some of my observations from my
mainland trip, which are pertinent to the problems I an discus~
sing today,

I talked to a grea nany of the boys at Shelby, It was
good to sit down to talk about that sonething which holds theﬂ
together; that someth ng which pushes then on daily on tas

that are difficult and not much fun; that something which h1ves
them a feeling of irsnt confidence that they will do a JOb ex-
pected of them; that something which makes them very anxious
that the people back hone don't let them down; that something
which stirs them to overlook the inequalities of the social,
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economic and racial situation in the South; that something ;
which relegates physical hardships, thoughts of death, and in-
Juries to a minor category in their daily life; that something
which is agkin to faith that the government of the United Stat?s
will do right by them and will not let them down; that something
which makes them feel that their lives are now meaningful.

I did not hear a single word of idle boasting. They know
what it nmeans to fight a modern war; they know the awful price
enanded. It is not luck that they havec made such wonderful
progress in their training, in their fine discipline, in their

whole morale.

These boys have a mnessage for-'you., You, too, gathered
here must be disciplined; you, too, nust strengthen your morale,
undergird and strengthen your faith in our democratic ideals
so that you will have lives meaningful and purposeful. You,
too, are soldiers. You have jobs that vou must do, You have
obligations. he home front is just as important as the front
lines. Be assured that these boys of the 100th and 442nd will
do their duty.

Ask yourselves whether or not you are doing your share of
helping to create better conditions here. Are you setting aside
petty things that come in the way of an all out effort to help
win this war? Are you letting obstacles and handicaps make you
lay down your responsibilities? Are you doing right by those
boys on the nainland who are now doing so muech for you?

Another problem must be brought to your attention. It is
a condition which has existed in the past and still exists in
certain quarters among you - of constantly withdrawing when
faced with eritical and embarrassing situations. There are too
many who have failed to realize that the group is on the spot
and that pollyanish thinking of pre-December 7th days cannot
hold water, There was and is that sensitiveness to criticism
which seems to stifle progressive action and negates construct-
ive thoughts. Tynical is an expression: "Why are we picked
on? Aren't we Americans snd aren't we doing as much as other
groups?” This attitude of mind failed utterly to see the spe-
cial position imposed on the group .

Undoubtedly the attitudes of the other mnembers of this com-
mity towards you have a great deal to do with creating an abnor-
mal situation. Rightly or wrongly those of non-Japanese back-
ground expect the Jananese to do rore; to come out more openly
in action and activitics supporting the war effort, The saying -
"vou will be damned if you do, and damned if you don't"™ - has
been much quoted by too many who adopt the position that if the
saying is true, then let's be safe and do nothing, Fortunately
this attitude was not universally accepted; The more agegressive
among you, a minority of unrewarded heroes, have stepped forward
to plug away for some answer to the critical problems besetting
the Japanese community. We can now point with pride to the many
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projects initiated by these forward looking individuals.

On my Jjourncy I told the story of Hawali since December
7th, To many ny story is incredulous. Why, with one-third of
the Hawaiian population of enemy ancestry, it is fantastic to
believe that nothing scrious has happcned. One can make a dra-
matic story but the facts themselves were sufficient to arouse
interest in Hawaii. You here have no idea of the tremendous
anount of work nccessary to correct false impressions the aver~
age mainlander has of Hawaii.

It was my privilege to meet a great number of so-called
big shots in important citiecs. In Washington I met important
government officials, What is my irnpression of them?

They arec men intensely interested i
y

in what is going on in
Hawaii. They are men grstified in the wa

vy the military handlcd

our local race situation, They are not particularly concerned
that you arc of
American citizen

o

ancse ancestry, but are concerned how you as
are treated by other Americans and how you as
1ié ﬁut. These are the men we visualize as real

Jap
1S

Americans be h' e a

democractic TlOgUS. They will fight for your rights as Ameri-
cans. No onJ 11l deny ngt rnuch injusticé hss been corrected
and this crbult nust be given to these ilen, Let me mention a
few who believe you will come through as any other American -
Assistant Secretary of Wer McCloy, 'General LVLroa, Secretary

Ickes, Colonel Scobie, Dillon IQ““ Clarence Pickett, Chester
ROUbll President Wilbur of Stanfora enators Thomas and La-
®oll ,ut(».

I was invited to the White House twice. The president and
Mrs. Roosevelt arc intorested in Hawaii. The president was gra-
tified in the way our people handled our own internal race nrob-
lems. He hoped that we all would naintain a "cool head® through
this criticsl pcriod and malke a groet contribution of resce rela-
tions for others to sca,

This is a sipnificant Confercnee, The boys of the 100th
and 442nd will want to know what yvou intend to do., The men and
women both here and on the mainland who have the greatest con-
fidence in your loyalty will want to know also. The job ahead
is a difficult onc. You simply cannot lay down. You have to
nske good. There is no other way. There is too nmuch at stake.
We believe you will succeed.
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OF DISCUSSION GROUP REPORTS

MITSUYUKI XIDO

The delegates cntered the discussion with the conviction
that Hawaii's traditional racial harmony must be preserved and
that the record of the participation in the war effort by the
American citizens of Japancsec ancestry must be kept unblemished.

After listening to the speakers, the delegates were con-
vinced that the situation in the future will be nore critiecal,
It was generally believed that we should begin .now in order to
be prepared to meet such an eventuality. The idea crystallized
into a firm conviction that the only way to "weather the storm
ahead"™ was to becone intensely more Anerican - in thoughts and
in deeds. Some of the specific suggestions nade were:

1. While we realize that maintaining racial harmony is a
task that cannot be accomplished by the effort of our group
alone, there are some things we must do. One of these is to re-
move the major sources of irritation and misunderstanding in-
volving people of Japanese ancestry. The speech used by some
of us and our attitude and behavior were cited as areas in which
some improverent should be made. There was a suggestion that
the Speak Anerican cammaign should be revived and carried on again.

2. As a group we should work together with other racial
groups in our cormunity whenever the opportunities present them-
selves. We must fraternize with our neighbors and friends so
that we will not set ourselves apart from the rest of the commu-
nity - socially as well as econoriically,

3. Although there is an awareness of the seriousness: of the
situation anmong a small group, unfortunately this is not the case
with the rank and file. To secure the active support and cooper=-
ation of all Americans of Japanese ancestry, there is an urgent,
need for a strong, united organization of men and women who will
be willing to contribute their time and effort to work in their
districts.

4. We should develop- an attitude of mind that will make us
realistic, less sensitive, and more tolerant of criticisms, no
matter how unfair,

5. A sound public relations brogram designed to maintain
racial anity and to present the truth about the Americans of
Japanese ancestry should be developed,

6. Interest and participation in war sctivities should be
intensified. The good record established in volunteer services,
the Kiawe Corps, bond purchase, ete. should be kept up and a
greater effort should be nsle in soliciting blood donors.
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7. No matter how trying the times may become, we nust main-
tain a deep and abiding faith in the ultimate justice of the Am-
erican governnent and people.

After discussing social problens involving the peonle of
Japanese ancestry, the delegates felt that some nositive steps
must be taken, One discussion group b“llOV“@ that the ma jor
problems in this area were (1) *hoodlunism" ariong our adolescent
youths, (2) boy and girl relationshin and (3) gambling. A sug-
gestion was made that each locality organize clubs with the ap-
proval of the Army to give guidance and supervision to the young-
er people. There was s strong feeling that additional wholesome
recreational facilities should be nrovided. The closing of the
YMBA's and the Buddhist temples, and the dissolution of many
clubs leaving no Subotltvtus in their walke were deplored. The
delegates felt that the schools and other cormiunity agencies
should be asked to lnpquSu their scrvices and ijllltlJS.

The problem of the relationship between service men and the
girls of Japanc > ancestry was handled satisfactorily by the
Kauai Morale Coamltt,,. This Cormittee made a house to house
visit to educate the narents and davghters. The military's view
that it does not approve of nerriages between service men and
the girls of Japanese ancestry was conveyed.

Although there have been many cases of fariily disintegration,
there was a brighter side. 1In sore homes, family ties were fur-
ther strfi:f ned witihh the parents locking upon their American
educated sons : daughters for guidance.

The problems, according to many dele gatcs, seem to concern
mostly the "teen™ age yvoungsters who are nou conscious of the
fact that their attitude and behavior misht bring discredit upon
the entirc group. There were several su~cestions that the schools
should be asked to give nmore guidance and 1elp, Some felt that
a course in sex hygiene should he given i: every high school.

The maid and yardmen problem received considerable attention.
The concensus was that the whole nrool 21 18 purely economic and
not racial, For cvery case of an unfaithful enployee there are
hundreds of cascs of loyval workers who have remained on their
Jobs even when offercd better Job° \WFH better pavy., Unfortu-
nately only the isolsted cases have bcen “UbTJCJQ 2d and the pub-
lic has been led to believe that thg exception is the rule. Some
domestic servants loft for jobs which werec¢ considered more essen-
tiel, believing that by =o doing, they ean heln the war effort.
However, to a nuruon losing the SCerCuS of a maid or a yard man,
this was no solace. In many cascs, former crployers have becone
bitter upon discovery that their naid-or vard man left their em-
ploy by telling a lie. 1In many cascs, when the employces are
not satisfied with the working condltlons or the wages, they
would tell a lic to securc a release, This was %o nrevent "hurt-
ing™ the feelings of the employer., It was felt that much of the
blttcrnecs might be v’wﬂlpdt :d if the truth were told.
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The delegates entered into a lively discussion of un?on-
ism, Howcver, therc was a feeling that much more informaplon
should be made available on the whole question of the union
movement, A rccommendation was made to the effeet that a hold-
over committee be aprointed to study this and sllied problems.

The problem of organizing to rcach the rank and file was.
discussed, The Kauai Morale Cormittece organization was explain-
ed. Therc was a fecling that a better organization than that
which now exists is nceded in Honolulu. A suggestion was made
that the schools should be used morc frequently to disseminate
vicwpoints and facts nccessary to the successful solution of our
problems., To develop new lcaders and to secure the active sup-
port of the younger pcople, Kauai appoints a "teen' age youth
as an assistant to every adult leader.

Why has Honolulu failed to make a crcditable showing in the
blood bank? This qucstion was asked by scveral declegates, It
was explained that it is more difficult to contact people in
Honolulu than in rural arcas where the pncople live in onc neigh-
borhood and usually have the strong leadcership of plantation
managers, The other cxplanation offered was that not enough
pPlanning and effort have been put into it thus far.

The dclegatcs concluded the discu n fecling that much
morc study and cxchange of idcas must tskc place before they

can arrive at solutions, For lack of mc many problems were
not delved into fully. The dclegates lc the Confcrencc cog-
nizant of the many »roblems involving the pecoplec of Japancse

ancestry.

LOOKING AHEA

SHIGEO YOSHIDA
Our job ahcad is to still improve thc situation, at lcast
to keep it from dcteriorating. Our fricnds have stood by us;
1t is up to us to show that their confidence in our Americanism
has not bcen misplaccd.

It 1s our job to further strenthen the tics of our alien
parents to thc land of our birth; to improve thosc points at
which our own Americanism needs improvement; to still further
incrcasc the particivation of our group, both citizens and alicns
toward spceding the day when all our encnics shall have been
defeated and the wholc world can live in poacc again., It is
our job to remove from arong our group thosc things which tend
to rightfully irritete others, It is our job to scc that the
traditional pattern of race rclationships™in Hawail is main-
taincd not only for the contribution it has made and is making
in Hawaii but for thc invaluable contribution it can make¢ in the
futurc in other parts of the vorld, including the mainland U, S

’
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It is our job to heclp kecp Hawaii at least as good as, and if
possible, make it a better place than, the one that our boys in
the armed serviccs lcft but a short whilc ago., It is our Jjob
To look ahead into the postwar period, detcrmined not to repeat
the mistakes that we made in the past and are still making to
a lesscr degrec. We nust sce to it that none of our children
and our childrcen's childrcen grow up with the samc handicaps with
which so many of us were permitted to grow up - namely, a very
ineffective command of our national language, certain mannerisms
and practiccs which tend to sct us apart, at lcast socially, from
the rest of the community, and submission to cecrtain glien influ-
cnees cven after recaching maturity.

We are living in a dynamic society. The old world is irre-
vocably gone. What the future shall be is partly for us to de-
termine, As a group, we are helping to mold the shape of things
so far as the rest of the world is concerned. We are helping,
for instance, to set certain precedents in the handling of racial
minorities in a democratic society. What we do now is not only
going to determine our place in the larger American community
for generations to conme; it will also determine to some extent
the policies of not only our governrment but perhaps of other
governments in the handling of racial nroblems.

This war has teught us a great deal. It has shown us more
clearly what it means to be a-citizen of this country. It has
deepened our appreciation for, and our faith in, the fundamentsl
values of the democratic way of life. It has shown us that we
have men in authority snd nositions of responsibility who are fair
and who not only believe in denocracy but are willing to see others
enjoy it, It has shown to what length certain bigoted and super-
patriotic individuals and groups will go to for the denial of the
rights of certain other Americans whose color and racial origin
are not the same as theirs. It has also made us realize clearly
the sinister ideology of present-day Japan which must be ersdicated
if the peoples of the Pacific are to enjoy an era of peace and
security again. It has made us mnore convinced than ever that the

ouly future for us in Hawaii depends on a smashing defeat of:

Japan and her Terioval forever as a threst to America. Tt has,
finally, made us realize rore clearly, as I have alresdy stated,
our nistakes of the »nast and has strengthened our determination
to see that they are not repeated.

Let us then leave this conference today not only with s
clearer vision of the task ahead but with a greater determina-
tion to do sormething shout it. This is no time for complacency,
for, as the Turopean end of the axis is defested and the full
fury of the Americsn war machine is concentrated on Japan, our
position here is going to be more, not less, difficult. We must
prepare the people of Japanese ancestry for the difficulties
that lie ghead; we mnust help them to keep faith in the consti-
tuted authorities and in the fundsmental fairness of the Aneri-
can people, We must see to it that the remaining sources of
irritation are removed; we rnust remove every vestige of Japanism
from our cormunity; we must guard against rumors that tend to
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break dcwn the morele of the community and thus help our ene-~

mies; we must continue to be alert against the slightest pos-
sibility of subversive activities which will not only impair
our national security but which will most certainly tear down
overnight everything we have been able to build up so far.

We've got to pull together or we go down together, We have
an opportunity now to make ourselves a real part of the larger
American comunity. But we've got to work for it, Some of us
are going to die for it. A few alreacdy have and many more will
undoubtedly follow. It's not goinsg to be given to us on a sil-
ver platter, Either we nske use of the present oprortunity or
we let it slip out of our hands and we remein forever a kind of
second-rate, psuedo Americans so far as the rest of our fellow
Americans are concerned,
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International Institute, YWCA
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September 28, 1943

In order to verify the pattern of the religious concepts of the alien
Japenese, informel discussions were had during the first two weeks of September
in 18 groups in different parts of Honolulu, These groups meet regulerly under
the supervision of the YWCA to do sewing and knitting for the Red Cross, O C D,
Dey Care Centers and other sarvice agencies. The number of partieipants in the
discussions was 373, The majority of these women are Buddhists while some
belong to some populer Shinto sects. Most of these Buddhist women also worship
some of the popular Shinto gods for divine assistance when such necessity as
slckness or misfortune occurs,

Ordinarily these women would not think of uttering the word "emperor™
at homo or anywhere, as the use of it was rigidly supmressed by their children
as vell as by the total circumstance since the war started., To them this term
signified evil omen, cousing distrust on the part of others regarding the loeal
Japanese residents. Anyone uttering the term "emperor” was regarded as a trouble
mker, Therefore any detection by the use of this prohibited term required a
skillful technique and the most matural setting in which the participants of the
discussion could express their feeling and thinking spontanecusly without becoming
aware of being detected. Hence, chatty, informal, discussions while knitting and
sewing for the Red Cross were chosen as the best method, The writer's contimued
association with them for the past year and a half reduced their self-consciousness
to a minimm, although some of them indieated at the begiming that the questions
were queer and untimely,

The first question asked was "Do you worship the Japanese emperor as a
god”, All the answers were "No, we don't have his pictures now, We burned them
all. So we don't have the emperor in our house.” The second question wes "Did
you believe that the emperor was a god and did you worship him," To this question
340 out of 373 or 91,9 percent of the total mumber stated that the Japanese emperor
wag not a real god but he wmas treated as a god because he represented his deceased
ancestors! spirits, Their general expression was as follows: "Although we have
nevar seenlﬁm,lmlmthatheisa}nmnbeing just 1ike us, He eats as we do,

1 == liost of these women have nover seen oven the palace in Tokyo, vhile some of
them saw it as part of their sight-seeing. "We didn't bow because there was nobody
to be seen™ wag the expression of some of them while "There were policemen around
there and we were all made to bow." was the expression by others. Evidently when
they visited Japan, they were not interested very much in seeing Tokyo but they
went to thelr willages and provinces to visit their relatives,




o

He walks on his feet as we do, He has children who are no different from other
human children, He becomes sick., He could get injured in aceidents, But he
cannot save himself or his family from these misfortunes., He has all the physical
advantages and disadvantages of the human beings as all of us, When he dles, then
he becomes a real god. Then his spirit will be enshrined. His spirit will keep
watch over his family and descendants and protect them, We all become gods or
Buddhah after our death and then our children worship our spirits as the protectors
of their families, Those who are Buddhists become Buddhas and those who are the
believers of the different Shinto gods become gods according to their sects."

"Of course, we use the term "ogamu" or worship for both worshipping
Buddhah or gods and_for seeing the emperor. We used the same term when President
Roosevelt was here,” But we did not mean that we worshipped him as a god. The
President is the highest in this country, so we gave him our highest reverence.,”
"The emperor and the President are the same. The emperor is the boss of Japan and
the President is the boss of Ameriea, We don't pray to either of them for blessing
or salvation or healing, They both have to pray to their gods for these. When
they die they become gods." "The gods we worship are entirely different from the
emperor. We go to the shrines not just to pey reverence but for supplication.”

Many of these women, however, admitted the fact that it was pog;sible for
people to be so crazy as to believe even in the head of a dried sardine,” "So

some people must believe that the emperor is a real god and pray to him for cure
and safety., Such people might get their desired benefit because of the seriousness
of their faith,” Then they discussed how throngs of people made pilgrimages %o the
stones near Wahiawa sbout two decades ago, They said that some people really got
cured,

On the other hand as they expressed, the living head of the family is
considered very close to the spirit of the ancestors even among the common people,
He is considered akin to the spirits in a special way. He is revered because of
this particular rule. Other members of the family are subordinate to him, In the
same sense the emperor is considered as a god and treated seme as his ancestors.

To the traditional minds of these women all the gods were human beings.
A1l the legends and mythical stories in their old country reveal their humen
qualities, only in a more exaggerated degree, To their traditional pattern of
belief, it is quite possible for a god to have a human physical form with its ebie
lities and disabilities, The fumetion of gods is considered in the same way as
that of humen beings. As the human occupations are divided, there is a division
of labor among the gods, A god or goddess may speciglize in curing the skin
diseases; a goddess may specialize in fertility; a god may be a specizlist in

2 «= These women had to use the term "ogamu™ to indicate their desire To see lrs.,
Roosevelt while she stayed in Honolulu recently,

3 = Sardine is considered the commonest and the cheapest and therefore the most
worthless fish in Japan, Thereis an old saying "even the head of a dried sardine
could perform miracles if one has faith in it."
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match-makings another god may be a god of war, There are a god of learning; a
god of food or rice; a god of oven or rice pot; gods of material fortune or wealth;
a god of trees; a god of wind and so on up to the inmmerable number of eight
million gods, None of these gods is almighty or ommipresent or all round, Their
power is limited as in the case of the human beings., A god can even be a bad god,
powerful but specializing in destroying human lives and their happiness, There is
a god of death, There is a god of curse, There is a god of fate, Therefore,
goodness or rightousness is not necessarily the criterion of the nature of gods,
Of course the gods who are beneficient toward the human beings are more popular
and liked and worshipped than the gods who possess the contrary nature, Bad gods
are worshipped in order that-their temper may be pacified so that they would not
be too destructive,

With such concept of god, it is very natural for the Japenese to accept
any human being who appears to possess or exhibit any of the humen gbilities
beyond the limitation of rank and file human beings, On the other hand the Japa=-
nese emperor has never been interpreted to them as displaying sny of the qualities
of those departmental gods or dietles. He was interpreted as a god because he
represents gods who were his ancestors, While the disposition of the Japanese
people is to accept it without question, it is hard for them to take him as they
would other gods who can help them in their practical problems, Identifying him
wholly with his ancestral gods is difficult for these women because he iz still
alive, He has no specialized funetion as a god or a dlety, He is a god without

portfolio,

The conclusion they usually come to is that he is the highest of all the
human beings in Japan, so people treat him with the highest reverence, ™"He is",
they say, "just like the President of the United States, Of course the position
of the emperor is by heredity and that of the President is by election, Such
difference is according to the make-up of the country., One who becomes the head
of the ecountry must be pre-ordained to be so in his former life, Therefore he
mist possess the qualities which are not in us common people. We must treat a pere
son of the highest rank in the country as we would a god. We experience reveren-
cial feeling when we come before great men or virtuous seints because they possess
the quality of gods in them, In the villages or provinces in Japar those people
are called "living gods" or "ikiegamiesama®, %A1l those who have done good deeds
for mmanity become gods and protect the eountry, President Roosevelt will cere
tainly become a god because helis doing so much for this country and for the world
now, Perhaps we ordinary people mey not become gods after death because we are so
insignificant in our déeds and rank in this world,®

Some of them stated that it was difficult for them to worship the gods
when they go to the shrines because they saw nothing but decorations and images
and no god to be vigible., They said, "It must be just to satisfy our hearts to
believe that the gods are there, That's why it is easier for us to worship the sun
and the moon,"” In fact, excepting 16 or 4.7 per cent of these women, they all indi-
cated their practice of daily worship of the sun, According to them the sum pro-
tects the whole world, He makes his daily rounds of the world without fail, The
sun gives them the light which 3Is essential to their existence. The sim takes care
of the crops. They ssy that the plous men and women worship the sun at the sunrise
to ask for his day's blessing and worship him at the sunset to give him thanks for
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his day's protection, Some of these women say that they worship the moon, as he
ig the pod of the night, Some of them mentioned that the wide practice of worship
of the sun was o carry over from their rural villages where their sgriculture was
greatly dependent upon him, Some revealed a wvague reason for having no shrines
for the sun as follows, The mm lives in the sky and moves every day. So there
is no point in enshrining hinm, Besides, the sun is visible to thelr eyes. But
thespd.ritsofthadeceasedancestarsor@daarenotvinihlesoumyhavoboenn
shrine them, A few women who belonged to Temrikyo sect™ stated that they wore
shippedthemmandthemcnvbidtmsymboﬁzedmthempictmsinm
alter. But this is very different from the popular worship of the sum as part of
nature worship or an sgricultural cult, They revealed very little commection be-
tween the sun and the Sunegoddess., As to the ancestorship of Amaterasu, those
women seomed to have accepted its being a goddess without questlon, But when they
started discussing it, the paternal side of the gemealogy became vague, so they
dropped the motter by saying "Oh it's so far back that nobody lmows vhat really
"DOO’.-:;)]L*BG."

16 women gaid that they believe in Buddha as a sole sowrce of salvetlion,
So thay did not worship other gods Including the sun, They revealed that they
would not pray to Buddha to cure their illness or save them from misfortune. They
say that vhat they are in this present world were predetermined in thelr former
lives, All these, they consider, are scheduled in Buddha's plan, So all they can
do is to seecopt the fate and meke the best of the situation, They stated that in
Buddhisn, wnlike the Shinto sects, emphasis was on futwre salvation rather than the
comfort and happiness of the present 1ife, Some: of these women said "We say that
we mist be good in this world so thet we shall have salvation in the hlessed abode
of Duddah after this world. This mmst be in order to keep us from becoming bed
and mischiovons in this world, We don't mow what owr future life i1s renlly 1llke,
because no one who has died has ever come back to tell us the truth,®

There wes o mention of the emperor being the father of Japan and there
ms a widespread agreement among these women regarding the role of the President
being that of the futher-in-law, They stated "If the emperor is the father of
Japen, the President is the father of America, Then he is father to o children,
But to us the fivst generation the president is the father-in~law because we were
adopted into this country.” "Just as s bride or an adopted son must cut all his
or her conmection with his or her parental family, it 1s owr natumal duly to con=
sider ourselves solely in comneetion with America,? Owr children don't understand
this as they don't live with their in-laws and they don't consider thelr first duty
to be toward their parents-inelaw," "As the father-in-law has the sole power over
us end as the adopted nember of the family must accord absolute abodience and

1 =~ Tenrikyo is a Shinto sect, which is very similar to Clristian Sclence in its
attitude townrd siclness and its faith healing,

2 o= Port of the traditional ceremony of adoptionbr merriage consists of symbolie
death, indicating that the person is deed as far as his or her perental family is
concerned,
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reverence to hinm we must revere the President with owr utmost.," ™"Of course once
ve are adopted the father-inelaw is actually our father, But calling the Presie
dent father-inelaw is very irreverent and disrespectful as it means that we treat
him 1ike one of us common people. So we must not mention 1t.%

15 women indicated that the Japanese emperor was comparsble to the kings
in Purope. & old women stated that they had never thought of the emperor either
as a god or as father of the comtry. They sald that it was just the aocide‘nt of
birth thet he became the emperor and that they could have been borm in the s
family, should the god of good fortune favored so, But they themselves uuuld not
choose guch a 1life as it would be just like being a prisoner, 5 other women stated
that the pu"’" 1 policy of the time exnggerated the divinity of the emperor and
people in Japan believe it blindly,

As , digated at the begimning there were 33 or nearly 8,8 percent of the
total mumber of these wouen, who believed in the divinity of the c\"‘p"ror', of this
number 25 stated that he was a"political god® to take cave of the country Ts but he

was nO': 2 god to be worsghipped as a religion, as he could not save t.hcﬂ froz 11le
ness or misfortune nor could he take cere of their future 1life, 4 of these women
s*'a*ﬂi that because the emperor was a god, he wmas just to be worshipped and served
by others and he did not need to know anything, So he cotﬂ(.?. even be an idiot,
€ women stated "the emperor is not a real god but he is a seion of gods, Therefore
; have inhegrite 1 the nature of gods, MYe is lower ‘o‘wn the real gods but
than the tmen beings. In America the FPresident is higher than the vost of
eings, That is why ouwr children are glad to die for Tn".." 1
: the majority of these 373 women know that the emperer
;-':-nrl as a god because he represents Iu" ancegtral gc To the
gt - Japanese in Hawall the distinction \.'LJ"""!“" j‘ru"'" and the human
'f’x‘f_‘t}:" f the higher rs’mtus is very wvague, The u.l'f:oxg and traditions of their old
cot ,.ntrj are baged on the vague ides of the mixture of these hmx wn—-_‘og:» The deeds

clude ell the human behavior plus the miraculous luck, Therefore, if a

oing was eonsidered a god; no question arose in the minds of the Japanese,
This Jome concept of {_ol 1s due to thelr polytheistic conception of gods. To the
Japanese every ol unct is god or has the essence of god. God includes both good and
bad gods, To a very ;reat. extent the concept of god in the minds of the Japanese
is also b"‘ od Yy the Buddhistic philosophy of 1ife and the '*‘ﬁ'ﬁ“se One domie
nant ideés In t" minds of the Japanese is the sense of predestinetion of thelr Pate.?

?:-;-'t*ury to the general ossumption, the bulk of the aliem Japamese in
Hawaii do not have the same rytid.cal concept of the emperor as thal advoecated by
the present military regime in Japan, One reason may be that while there 1o little

}_ we Thile iy loyalty is for Amexdca, the pattern of the
n their traditional way,

2w This is part of thc cause for lack of incentive among the peasent class and
thelr submissiveness to their fate,




-

distinction between gods and human beings anyway and all the human beings are sup-
posed to become gods or Buddhah after death, the human form of existence being

only temporary as interpreted by Buddhism, the concept of the dual quality -« god

and humane~ in the person of the emperor is rather a new idea., The intensification

of indoctrination of this mythical concept of the emperor being since &bout twelve
years ago, the bulk of the Hawaii-Japanese had already left Japan by that time

They did not go through the period offsystematic indoctrination of the past lO

years as school children or even as members of young people's patriotic associations,
The fact that the tulk of the alien Japanese in Hawaii did not have much formal
education is another explanation for their wagueness of their omn idea of gods and
human beings including the emperor, Their schooling is wery meager, Not many went
to the 6th. grade., Many of them went only as far as the second or third grade,

This is true of men too. It must be understood that the majority of the Hawmii-
Japanese came from the least favored peasant class in Japn economicelly and soclally,
Of course these people were exposed to the *n‘op'r'a.nm fron Japan through the maga~
zines and newspapers from Jap:m. They could read kana or alphabet .-"m.ch was alt-
tached to the f‘hmﬁso characters. They were also exposed to the visitors from Jepan
who bo" sted their "natlional spirit", But these did not e¢larify thelr vagueness

o

emperor and gods as the systematic drilling of 11.0.(15 in gchoos would,

f these women visited Japan oncegince they came to Hawaii, But
relatives did not prov:.de them with Tmch indoctrination, They must
es onlookers by the serlousness of the people. But the
revealed that they seemed to have been more impressed by the
ial comfort and goods such as food, fuel 'm«? mo"n ng, It seemed
103; very 1little concern about the po'lﬂfLua._ state of Japan even while
there. Their lack of interest regarding t! e political state of the country
© ‘*ﬂo_u N.nzwlc when we rea.. ize their experience in their past, In their
' the lives of their forefathers different regimes came end
changes in the pelitical world made very little difference.
peasants did not worry about who became their leaders in
: immediate 1ife was affected by its Their lot was to
Iu was u*"":f n the 1ife time of their parents that the authorities over their
lives were transferred from their feudsl lords to the emperor, llany of them in
their old villages still talked about the events during the redign of their olc. feudal
masters when ’,Tf. 7 i a’)un 20 ar 30 or 40 years ago. After they came 1 i
their 7@"111, ducational, cultursl and .;oc:.al status perni tn,?.
stay out of the inner L.iI'C:LC of even payechologicsl pertiecipation in the ;
affeirs of the cowntry.

o

Whether their trensfer of their devotion to t:e President nay or mey not
appear to be merely for selfeprotection, the fact that they came to rely upon the
picture or a symbolie I\,p*‘escntﬁtion of the President for t,,‘.zr protection is signie
ficant, no matter how crude end naive their attitude is, Their psyehological habit
plus their traditional role of dependence upon others for pme protection made it
natural and i{rvesistable foythem to find a substitute at hand,




INDICES OF JAPANESE ASSIMILATION IN HAWAII

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. All children under the age of 16 are
required by law to attend an approved public or private

school in Hawaii. According to the U. S. Census of 1940,
72.87% of all children of Japanese ancestry, age 16 to 17

years, attended school as compared with 67.1% of the total

population. Comparable ratios for older ages are as follows:

Ratio of Total Population Attending School

; 20 yrs. 20~
Japanese population 53 « 5% 12.2%
Total population 2 y/ 9.0%

Thus it appears that g ynsiderably higher proportion of
young ce‘tho of J‘“v 1e8e ancestry are availing themsel
the opportunity of an American public or private school
1uvatldu than is true of the total population.

INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE. It is generally agreed that a final
index of assimilation is provided in the wull, to which &

given immigrant group mingles its blood with that of other
Lmﬂl”TdHT groups through interracial narrl(:J. For reasons
_I[,

complex to elaborate here, the Japanese ratio
rriage has been and still is considerably lower
other immigrant groups , appears, howe
*”11“m is graduelly changing Accordi"
the 1erfltor1c’ T '
yanese brides in the 3 ";':y 11 ) 944 arried
nese men, the 1a P ;' ;101 t marrylng
Caucasian men. TI
inecrease of the outmarriage fato for fthe Japanese TUEOP.
The outmarriage rate for the Japanese h i
constant at a low figure.

O
a
-+
_L

PARTICIPATION IN WAR 2]?"? FIES The most
of Japanese participat is provided in .the
of men in thée armed se ices This material
under separate cover | |

Most official agencies in Hawaii do not keep
ing the racial Tads ]
the CTiTiP&L I
1942, certain e
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REPORT SUBMITTED UPON GOVERNOR'S REQUEST

August 19, 1944

I, Ratio of Hawail's Americans of Japanese ancestry in the
service to the total number in the service from Hawaiil:

60 - 65%

(Hawaii's Japanese population is 33% of the total popu~
lation as of July 1, 1944,)

II, Number of Hawaii's Americans of Japanese ancestry in the
Army - about 7000,

1300 100th Infantry Battalion (est.)
2875 442nd Infantry
270 lst Volunteers for M, I, Language School, Camp Savage
350 2nd L] ” L " ™ " " "
250 1399th Engineers (est,)
2000 Recent inducteees - including Aug. induction (est.)

ITI, Number wounded - sbout 1100

650 - 100th Infantry Battalion
450 - 442nd Infantry

IV. Number killed in action between Sept. 28, 1943 to Aug. 1, 1944 -
about 400

300 - 100th Infantry Battalion
120 - 442nd Infantry (June - Aug. 1944)

(Recorded number killed of races other than Japanese from
Dec. 7, 1941 to Aug. 18, 1944 - 72)

V. Decorations

(Figures given by Major Casper Clough, Jr., Commandant of
the 100th Infantry Battalion - as of Aug. 18, 1944)

100th Infantry Battalion

3 Legion of Merit Medals
9 Distinguished Service Crosses
31 Bronze Stars
44 Silver Stars
900 (over) Purple Hearts
12 (over) Battle field promotion from non-commissioned
to commissioned officers.




(These figures do not include decorations awarded to those
in the 442nd Infantry or the Interpreters in the Pacific
Ocean Area.)

VI. Ratio of the number of AJA's in the Army to the total popu~-
lation of their group in Hawaii

(As of Jan., 1, 1944 there were 163,478 people of Japanese
ancestry. Assuming that 35,000 of them were aliens, we

arrive at the figure 128,478 for the Americans of Japanese
ancestry.,)

7000 - Total in the Army

128,478 - Total AJA population - inecluding men over draft
age, children and women

5.45% - Total population in the Army

VII. Ratio of the number of Hawaii's Americans of Japanese
ancestry in the service to the total available manpower
of their group - 27.90%

(Estimated number of males of Japanese ancestry between
the ages 18~-35 for 1940 was 25,081,)

VIII. Ratio of casualties to number in the Army

4200 - Total participating in combat in Italy

1500 = Total casualties
35.71% - Per cent casualties

1100 - Total wounded
26.19% - Per cent wounded

400 - Total Killed
9.52% - Per cent killed
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some idea of the sort of problems with which the Japanese group and
the entire coumunity are faced at the present mcment and which needs
the combined efforts of all leaders if adegquate solution is to be had
for the good of all people in Hawail both now and in the future.




Seeretary of War, Henry Stimson: March 40, 1944

The War Department has ree@ived no information

2 b in oo VIS | 1 ~' 2 - a9 3 & " v A a b ’
commitied DYy Thne «upanese QUL LIE Vit attack on

PSS SRS

Frank Knox,  of Navy: March 24, 1942

There was little if any, sabotage by the

reslaet of Qahu aur: the attacks
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Pearl Harbor.

Japanese




STATEMINTS REGARDING RUMORS OF SABOTAGE IN HAWAXI

Rumors of sabotage by Japanese at Pearl Harbor are still being repeated
end believed by reputable people in California eighteen months after
December 7, 1941,

In order to provide authentic refutation of some of these stortes, the
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play have obtained,*through
Charles . Loomis, Director of the Morale Section of the Hawaiian
Vilitary CGovernment, official statements from W. A. Gabrielson, Chief
of Police of Honolulu, and Colonel Kendall J. Fielder of the Military
Intelligence Headquartoers.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
City and Countv of Honolulu

May 12, 1943

1 The statement that Japanese trucks in Honolulu deliberately put out

of commission several American airplanes is an absolute lie. The Military
and Naval Intellipence services and the F.B.Y. can verify that there were
n

o Japanesc trucks on any airfield, nor did any such trucks do any
dameape in Honolulu on De¢ember 7th,

2. There was no congregation of crowds, and the Army, Navy or Marine
Corps was not called on to preserve order.in the eitys No American
machine gunners cleared Honolulu streets of any Japanese before, on or
after December 7th.

3« The statement that all over Honolulu had signs which read, "Here a
Jananese traitor was killed", is another absolute lie.

4, Thore was not one act of sabotage attempted by amy Japanese or any
other person during December 7th or thercafter.

5. The Jananese bombed Oahu twice on December 7, 1941, and sometime
dvring the latter part of 1942, when four bombs were dropped in the
hills back of the city. ;

6, There vas no dynamite planted by any Jananese or anyone else in or
ahout Honolulu in December d civilian ever used a truck to pick

un any dynamite,

tage were committed, the Japanese did main-
f espionage.

signed) W. A. Gabrielson, Chief of Police




HEADAUARTERS HAWAITAN DEPARTMENT

Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for Military Intelligence

17 May 1943

I was surprised to lcarn that some of the many Island rumors about the
Howoiian Islands during the first fow days of the war are still preo-
valent on the mainland. They have been repeatedly denied by all au-
thorities,.

In conncction with the six statements that Mr. F. enumerated in a letter
to you, it can be positively stated that all are untrue. It is hardly
worthwhile to refute them individually, but it might be of interest for
you to know that the movie, "Air Force", was censored and the scenes
about the misuse of the Japanese trucks and the Japanese snipers on Meui
were deleted before the picture was permitted to be shown in Hawaii.

Having been in charge of military intelligence activities since June,
1941, I am in position to know what has happened. There have been no
known acts of sabotage, espionage, or fifth column activities committed
by the Japanese in Hawaii either on or subsequent to December 7, 1941l.

(signed) Kendall J. Fielder
Colonel, G.S.C., A.0. of 8., G=2
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trucks and the Japanese snlpers on Maul were deleted before the picture was per-
mitted to be shown in Haweii,

Having been in charge of military intelligence activities since Jume
1941 I am in position vo know what has happened, There have been no lknown acts
%: sabotage, espionmage, or fifth cplum activities eamitted by the Japanese in
“avmii either on or subsequent to December 7,1941,

(Signed) Kendall J., Fielder
Colonel, G.5.0ey A.Co Oof S,y G = 2




THE F.S.A. DRAWS THE RACE LINE Star=-Bulletin

The announcement of the U. S, farm security administrator in Washington that
further farm loans will be refused to "persons of Japanese extraction whether
citizens or not" is amazing,

It is not only amazing, it is disturbing as evidence that racial discrimina-
tion has hecome a guiding principle in one of the great bureaus of the federal
government,

The issue, in its inevitable effects, is not one which concerns the Japanese
alone.

"minority" strains and derivations.

It concerns people of other racial

The news is totally unexpected. 8o far as territorial officials know, the
farm security administration (F.S.A.) did not consult territorial officials, or
federal officials here, before reaching its decision.

The F.8.A. is a bureau of the department of agriculture. It issues federal
emergency crop loans, called F.E.C. loans, all over the United States.

Presumable these loans are available to borrowers on a basis of equality
before the law, Presumably also the FSA, like every other govermment agency, is
bound by the constitution of the United States.

The implications and possibilities of this astounding decision are plain,
Some of them are:

l, If the FSA can determine loans on the basis of race, it can deny loans to
Chinese, to Negroes, to Jews--to any person of any blood, citizen or not.

2+ If the FSA can draw the race line in its operations, so can other federal
agencies--a multitude of them--the war labor board, the war production board, the
office of price administration, the war manpower commission, to mention only a
few of them.

3. If the FSA has the power to draw the race line without authority of congress,
it has the power to do cther things which run athwart American constitutional
principles without authority of congress--and so have other federal agencies.

It is obvious that the racial discrimination thus set up as a guiding prin-
ciple in a great federal agency is based on the fact that Japan is an enemy
nation, and on abhorrence, a natural and inevitable result of the whole sinister
thing which we know as Japan, the enem

Yet even in our resolute determination to crush Japan the enemy, even in our
detestation of "Japanism," we are bound to observe the principles of the free re-
public for which we fight.

This action by the FSA puts before the American people this strange spectacle:

One great branch of our national govermment--the war department--calls upon
American citizens of Japanese ancestry to enlist, take up arms, go to the front
to fight for American principles.

Another great branch of our national government-- the department of agri-
culture--proposes to deny to other Americans of Japanese ancestry the rights and
privileges open to American citizens of every other ancestry in our land.

The two attitudes simply cannot be harmonized. Both cannot be correct on
historic American principles. The inescapagble fact is that the second attitude
=-that of racial discrimination by a federal agency--is wrong.

This attitude, this decision, should be challenged and opposed not merely
on the basis of injustice to persons of Japanese blood but of violation of the
principle of equality before the law, regardless of race and color, which is the

o

very foundation of our America.




Prompt protest against the drawing of the "race by the federal farm
security administration appears to be having its eff

1ist
The FSA administrator in Washingtom has issued instructions to his field

off'ices which in effect modify the discriminations it s proposed to practice
against Americans of Japanese ancestry.

As thies newspaper pointed out when the original order first became known,
the most serious aspect of the matter was not that the discrimination was against
one race. It was at any racial discrimination should be set

up by an agency
of the United States govermnment.

Vot only Hawaii but other sections of the country need to be on guard
against such violations of the spirit and the letter of our national constitution.
And such violations, it is ironically true, are likely to be attempted at the

very time millions of our finest men are engaged in fizhting and dying for the
cause of 3§

freedom from such racial abuses.




When I ctéme to Heweil thirty years ago and sew
the €iverse raciel mixture which composed its populsation
it was naturel to sek: "Can people Tfunotion setisfaetorie
ally in a soecial, sconomiec and politicsl system whieh is
not the product of their own evolution?” The complete
answer cen not yet be written but I see some éelements of
thie enswer. Thirty years of experience has made me in-
ereasingly aware of the tremendous molding power of en-
vironment. The major portion of thie influence is exert-
ed in the eerly years of the individusl, in whieh éevelop}
habits of thought and behevior which are highly persistent.
We may therefore expeet to find & gap develo;‘ between the
immigrant generation and its ehildren and grand childrea.

Muoh hes been said and written about "racisl”
paychology assimilebility and the like, mueh of it nonsense.
We know thet & ehild speaks the lengusgs of his environaent,
which may or mey not be the langusge of his sncestors. If

bhe hears no langusge he spesks none, hence the congenitelly

deafl are also &utegp A ohlld is born with certaln espaci-
jf‘,
ties for loyslty, to what they will be attached 1s wholly

determined by environment.
Meny Hawalleans teke to mechinery like & duck to
water but in prediscovery days the Heweilens hed no metals

&nd only the sisplest implements of wood, stone and shell.




The Haweilen leaps with the greatest of esse from &

neolithic culture to operation of complex mechinery.

I know an electrical engineer who fills & position of

responeibility in one of the very large utility compenies

whose father was Chinese and his mother Hawsiian. There

ie nothing in his sncestry labelled mathematician and

engineer., I have had 2 number of university students __

in my household /6f Jepanese extruetion.y As far as I

heve been able to observe they are moved to laughter

and sorrow by the same causes and thelr facss exprecs

the seme emotions as young people of Puritan descent.

I find thaet I must llke and dislike, trust and distrust,

seek and avoid people becasuse of what they themselves are,

not because of their recial extraction or the color of thelr

gkins, It is time that we older Americans woke up to the

faet that if the deééndmnta of an immigrant group eare not

®sssimlilated” we have to look to ourselves for the csuszes.
Certeinly Haweil has demonstrsted some things in

these wer years, Americens from Haweil of all recial

backgrounds have shown wherever they sre sént, on land

or sea or in the sir, that they zet like Americans, they

fight like Americans and they treat the people of occcupled

countries with the s:ue off-hand good natured sympethy;

regular G Ijin short.

.if\’“,“:f - N
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I am fed up with hearing sbout the Jepanese
problem in the United Stetes, As fur as I can see all

we have to do is trest all Americans as Americens and

forget who their grandfathers were. They are all Just

folks end they will beheave that wey 1f glven a ¢hance.




"ARE THE JAPANESE IN HAWAII LOYAL 70 THE UNITED STATEST"

months after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
doubt and misunderstanding still persist in the minds of many
Americans regarding the loyalty of the 170,000-0dd people of
Japanese descent who ocomprise the dominant recial group in the
Territory of Hawali.

How about those Hawailan-Japarese? Are they loyal?
Can they be trusted?

"Yos" or "No" answers are naturally impossidle.
Nor, for that mmtter, can the questions be satisfied by any
statistical ocaloulation to the effect that such-and-such a
percent is loyul and the remainder disloyal. Mathematical
treatments of this type make interesting reading and are
convenient to handle, make comments such as these seem ocom-
paratively soadamic and unspecific. Nevortheless, there are
plages where figures simply cannot be applied, snd this is one
of thems ¥No one has yet been able to invent percentages or
mmerical values whioch could be applied to besuty, honor,
courage, loyalty, or any of the other humen attributes.

Loyalty is not just a "yes" or "no" proposition, s
matter of being either loyal or disloyal. Even among
Caucasians in a Caucasian country there exist various shades,
or intmsities, of loyalty. Rabelals wrote that he would be
"loyal until the fire" -~ implying that while he considered
himsslf quite & loyal fellow by most standards, he could not
guarantee to oling to his principles once his enemies had
bound him to the stake and had begun to apply the torch.

¥hat does this thing we call loyalty depend on,
anyway? There is adnittedly a lot of opinion involved in
an emmeration of this kind, but the following factors seem
to be worth considering.

1. Geo -« Perhaps the most basic factor in

doternining a person's 1ty is ordinary geography. In
our Civil Var, by way of example, those Americans living




bolow a certain degree and mimite north latitude suddenly
found themselves arrayed against those Americans living
above that latitude. There were certain economic and
sooiologiocal considerations involved, but the man<inethe-
stroct and the man-inethe-field were largely unaware of
these; all they kmew and oared about was that one region
was fighting another, and their loyalty was sutomatiocally
dictated by the commmity with which they found themselves
identified. :

2. Racial or religious differences - People of
1ike racisl charscteristiocs, or like religious beliefs, tend
to live together, develop similar habits and sympathliss and
similar ways of thinking. Vhere groups thus formed feel there
is disorimination against them by a larger deminant racial
group, & lessening of their normal loyalty is not infrequently
the result. The Ameriocan Negro may be & case in point. The
Negro has no stake at all in the Axis schems of things, and
would soarcely be the gainer under any "New Order"; neverthe-
less, stories of Japanese-Negro collahorstion and reace riots
in mainland cities indicate that the Negro is a "sore spot"
in the Mmerican sooial structure.

3. Eoonomic dissatisfaction - It is much easier
to be patriotic, of course, on & full stomach. The Cormunists
make most of thelr conversions among people who aren't living
as comfortably as they think they should, and who feel they
oould certainly do no worse under another form of government.

4. Family teachings or edusation - The training a
person is exposed to in his early home life is a very important
influence on his loyalty later. An Americansborn boy of German
perents, for oxsmmple, who retains no noticeabdle Cermanic
characteristios and suffers no disorimination thereby, might
still be pro-German if his parents had brought him up along
these lines, or had sent him to Berlin for his eduocation.

6. Personal smbitions or Jealousies - Benedict
Arnold felt he was being siighted and mistreated, was 80
bitter about it that he turned traitor apgsinst hiz own prine-
eiples and his own people. The Quislings the Nezls set up
in various conquered countriesmay be of similar stemp.

68« Adherence to abstract ph{._"dul prinegiples -
[ 14

Many & Cerman liberal, usually an intellectual or educator,
has chosen concentration camp in Germsny rather than alter
his conviotions.




Te sical or moral courage - Like every other
aspect of human vior, loyalty follows the line of least
resistance. The aversge Italian probably had 1little real
fondness for Fasolsm when it was first introduced, but few
found the courage not to "fall in line". Paraphrasing en
0ld quotation, "Discretion is oft the better part of Loyalty".

The above may be an incomplete analysis, but it may
gorve to indicate that evaluating & person's loyalty is a ocom-
plieated and subjective procedurc.

» - w *

Returning to the Japanese in Hawaii, we find they all
have geographical ties in Hawail, end most prefer 1ife here %o
that in Japan. All, however, are aware of the difference in
rece, snd in some cases foel there is disorimination; some
undoubtedly feel that “white supremacy” hurts them economically;
many have been reared and educsted in Jepun, most have attended
Japenese schools here and have been exposed to & certain amount
of pro-Japsnese teaching in thelir homes-

low does all this add up? Meny of the local Japanese
don't know themselves. That dusl allegience they have been per-
mitted to meintain all these years is more than nominal. Hany
Jupanese have contributed liberally to Japanese war relief, and
later donated equally heavily to Amerlcan service charities.
. Many have sons in the Japsnese army end sons in the American
army, and are proud of boths One osse which came to 1light
recently was that of & Japanese woman, &n alien, whose husband
has been interned ss & Shinto priest. She is being supported
by two sons, but receives & salary of §26.00 & week herself.
It was discovered entirely by chance that this women has been
donating every cemt of this money to verious Americen charities
for over & year -- and doing 4t enomymously.

Are the Hawaiian~Japenese loyal to the United States,
or aren't they? There has certainly been little evidence of
overt disloyalty, but it is diffioult to determine what the
story wuld be in the event of an invasion. MNany Japanese
probably find their sentiments divided. But one thing is cer-
£ain...in determining the direction and extent of these senti-

ments, methematics is one science that will be of no help
whatever.
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Some 1,200 Japanese have been judged dangerous to
internal security and consequently interned since the start
of the war. Nany times this number have been investipgated
and released. There are no "short cuts" in determining whether
6 Jepanese 18 to go home or go to an intermnment ocump -« each
case must be investigated and evaluated individually,

In most instances, however, the search for infor-
mation follows a fairly constant pattern. The investigating
agent knows Just about what facts to look for, and applies
certain standards or oriteria in evaluating these facts. ¥What
is required first of all is background informs tion, personal
history and characteristics, or evidence of specific sctivi-
ties of the subject which would tend to shed light on the
direation and extent of his loyaltys Following is a list
of the factors which experience has shown are alwost always
pertinent:

Birth and faulily background, education in Japan and/br
the Territory, length of stay in Japan, mumber of trips to
that countyry, militery training in Jepanese schocls, service
in Japanese army, relatives in Japanese amy, p8St and present
associates in Japan or here, financial status and character of
investwents, present and potential interests in Jeapan, either
family or financlal, religlon, nature of employment, membere
siip in Jepanese assoclations, contributions to Jeapanese
service charities, attendance at official Jepanese funetions,
entertainvent of visiting naval officers, efforts to expatriate
if a ecltizen, fanily or finanolal ties in the Territory, police
and credit record, prior service in the Ameriocsn army or relae
tives in the American amy, ability to speak the language,
apparent state of Americanizetion and general estimate of
reliability and attitude.

At the conclusion of the investigation, all findinge
are woighed and a decision is made a8 Yo whether or not the
man can be considered dengerous to internal security. In
judging the subject, a doctrine of "reasonable doubt" is
applied just as it is in cowrt procedure. In oriminal law,
however, where there 1s "reasonable doubt" of guilt, the de-
fendant is set freej nilitary necessity, and the paramount
importance of preventing rather than punishing disloyal acts
requires that where 'reasonable doubt™ exists the national
security must be protected.




It should not be assumwd that every Japanese now
in internment has actually been proved disloysl to the United
Statess Some have adnitted loyalty %o Japan, even though they
hold American oltizenship; others claim to be loyal at heart
is spite of demonstrated Japanese tendencies. It can be
said that every Jupanese interned has been 8ubjec€§§~£o such
powerful Japanese inflluences, or had conducted himself in
such & manner, that his loyalty to this country is open to
serious questione
"OAN THE JAPANESE BVER BECONR THOROUGHLY AMERICANIZEDT®

Some observers have expressed the bellef that the
Jepanese will always be a problem as long as they are in
Haweil =« "beocause they don't assimilete"s In support of this
view they point to various “old country” customs which have
been carried slong even inte the third generation here, o
to the marriage records, which show that Japanese have intere
married to & lesser extent than any other race.

The problem of race sassimilation should probably be
e mattor for soclological rather than military discussionss
So fur as the biologleal aspects are concerned, it is apparent
that each succeeding generation of Japanese is intermarrying
more freely, and it would seam to be only & question of time
until the HawasiisneJapenese will no more resemble the Japanese
in the mother country than the present-day Greek resembles
tho early Athenisne.

But & safe degree of Americsnization should not have
to wait upon the lengthy process of biologiecal dlilution. They
should, in fact must, be Americanized long before thise. There
are difficulties to be overcome =- ciroumstances which make
for a more stubborn problem than the Americanisation of other

immigrent reaces has provided. Here are a few:
1« The concept of dual clitizenship still exists.

2+ The school system in Hawaii has not done an good
ob so far as Anericaniging the young Japanese is oconcerned.
he Japanuse lanpuage schools, promoting the language and
customs of the mother country, have been tolerated and in sore
cases even enocouraged by white people locally.

4
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3+ Hany Japanese have visited Japan, snd large
numbers have been brought up and educated there, whercas few
have ever seon the United Utates.




4. Japsnese societies, furthering Japanese oustonms
social prograss, have i_ourienc 11 over the Territory.

5s The obvious differences in racial charscteristiocs
and color present & formidable socoial problem.

8« The Japanese were originally brought to the Terri-
tory as a laboring class. The natural desires of those who
are personally smbitious of advancerment still meets some opposie
tion from those who still regard them as a laboring olass.

7T« JAmong Japaness, the influence of the elders upen
the young has always been & powerful factor. Even today in
Hawail, »any marriages between Japancse youths snd éirls are
dictated and arranged by parents of the concerned parties.
There is still a d’"aoa,+inn among younger groups to avoid
displeasing and disobeying their parents -~ the latter, of
course, being for the rost part alien.

8« Many HswallaneJupenese have relatives or investe
ments in Japan.
9« ZEven among younger Japanese, there are rany who
penk little English, and find it simpler to converse in Jap-
anese.s

10¢ The Shinte religion, presching divinity of the
Smpercr of Japan, was functioning right up to the war and une
doubtedly still has a hold on muny of the people.

Nost of these difficultios are graduslly being ironed
oute Musl eitizenship, for exemple, was in meny cases a
product of epathy. The war has corrected that. Resumption
of relations after hostilitles cease, will probably result in
& flood of expatriation applications, even if no lezal steps
are taken to stralghten out the problexn. the Territorial
schools are bound o improve with time, and it is not 14} ‘oly
that Japancse schools will ever be permitted to funotion hore
againe Time alone will take care of many of the obstacles «-
the influence of the alien parents, existence of relatives or
interests in Jzyﬁn, diffieulty with the English langusge,
prevalence of the Shinto religion.

al and sconomic diserimination will continue %o
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TERRITORIAL EMERGENCY SERVICE CONFERENCE

Kahului, Maui, T. H.

July 21, 22, 23, 1944

List of Persons in Attendance

Island of Kauai Honolulu

Katsure. ¥iho
Dr. J. Kuninobu
Baron Goto
Dr. Ernest Murai
Stanley Miyamoto
C. F. Loomis
Major Blake
Dr. Tadashi Oto Masa Katagiri
. Tom Okine Mitsuyuki Kido
. James T. Yabusaki Dr., R. Komenaka
John Kuwahara . He W. Ching
Leslie Deacon
Shigeo Yoshida

1. Masaru Shinseki
2. Henry Matsuki
3. Noboru liiyake
4. 5. Ichinose

.
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Island of Hewaii

O CO~3
. .

Island of liaui

Central Committee: Maui (continued)

Dr. Homer Izumi, Chairman George Ito
Harry Inouye, Vice Chairman Eddie Sakamoto
Raymond Torii, Rec. Socretary S. Fukunaga
Rikio Omori, Corres. Sccretary Bunki Kum2be
George Hasegawa Shuichi Yamamoto (not in attendance)
Albert Nobu Isami Viakashige do
Edward Kushi Mitsuji Terada do
Shizuichi Mizuha Wallace Kimure do
Hayato Suyama Minoru Tanakae do
Toghi Kuwada
Cliver Keamita Vigitors
Dean Shigeta

Col. Farrant L. Turner
Area Chairmen: Col. Vi. A. Fleckenstein
‘ ' Capt. Szra Crane
Shigeru Omuro Lt. Norman H. Dalloff (NAS Puunere)
Joe Hiraoka
Shuji Seki ) not in attendance Maj. Joe Fallon (Kauai)
James Tsuda )
Ted Hotta
He. Ozaki
Kazuo Kage ) not in attendance
Teruo Tadaki ) do
Shuichi Yamemoto ) do




Visitors

Frank D. Kinnison,
Charlotte 5. Fletcher
Dorothy I. Jose
Saburo Chiwa

Martha F. N. lorimoto
Mrs. George C. Cummings
Clinton S. Childs
Samuel G. licEldowney
Ray M. Allen

Ward D. VWalker
Lawrence A. Baldwin
John T. Moir, Jr.
William Walsh

David T. Fleming
Alfred k. Church

F. E. Skinner
Richard E. Meyer

E. S. Elmore

Rev. Yoshikami

Edward Ogata

Harold . Rice

Al S. Spenser

Maui Committee Contact lMen:

Dick Ota

Noboru kiochizuki
Sozen Yogi

Masao Saka

James Kaya

e o

Y 0 Shlt 0 A& ZC W

Prin., Kahului School
Medical Social Service, Kula Sanatorium
Dept. of Public Welfare
F. B. I.
American Red Cross, Home Service
" n "
Headworker, Alexander House Com. Assn
F. B. I., Maui District
Manager, Wailuku Sugar Co.
Asst. Mgr., Hewaiian Commercial & Sugar
" " do
Manager, Pionmer lill Co.
" Kahului Railroad Co.
i Baldwin Packers Ltd.
Prin., Baldwin High School
Supervising Principal, West laul Schools
" " Eest Maui "
Commissioner, Public Instruction

Stenographer of convention
Senator
Chairman, Board of Supervisors




WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

D. Ce.

J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

(Excerpts from testimony before the House
Appropriations Committee on the Department
of Justice appropriation bill)

"We have h.d practically no trouble with the Japanese in Hawaii,
I made the statement before that there has been no sabotage or espionage
committed in Hawaii, subsequent to Pearl Harbor. There was espionage
comitted prior to Pearl Harbor, but not by the Japanese population as
such, but by espionage agents and consular agents of the Japanese

government .,

"I want to mention briefly the work which the bureau has per-
formed in the field of enemy control,

"Immediately following the incident at Pearl Harbor on December
1941, we were called upon to effect the apprehension of potentially
ngerous alien enemiesScsceeces
"The actiont aken a she prompt meanner in which it was taken,
took out of circulation those i.? s'u .1ls who might have been the
nucleus of any espionage ing either Japanese, Germans,
or Italians in the

"I think that is the reason why we have had so little trouble
from subversive ager in this country he esent times, Of course,
we are constantly on the alert as to the acti of such groups
that are still in the country in the







COIFERENC &
INTER-ISLAND MORAL: COIMITTEES

July 22 - 23, 1944
Wailuku, Maui

Tentative Agenda
I. Introductory remmrks ~ Dr. Homer Izumi, Maui, Conference chairman
II. Introduction of delegates and guests
III. Keynote address = Mr, Hung Vial Ching

IV, Brief progress report on preblems lef? by the last conference to be followed
up - Mr. Shigeo Yoshida

V. Short review of the work of each island comnittee since the last conference -
problems encountered, prosress made, plans for the future, recommendations,
ete. = Chairman of each Committee

VI. Assistance to service men and their familios

Presentation - Mr. Leslie Deacon
Guide questions for discussion:
Rehabilitation of the physically or mentally disabled

of this problem in the immediate future as
od. What cen we do to zet the necessary data
oroblen, particularly on the nature end extent

ar in settinz up a machinery to
meet the problem adequately.

What further needs to be done befo oh ommand By 1 say that it is
equipped to deal with the problem a tel]

Is it necessary to set up a machinery on each island to deal with
problem.

nery and make

Rights and benefits of the families of those killed in service

What are these rights and how can we meke them known to those entitled
to them.
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Rights and benefits of service

(a) with disabilities @!;_QQ).hlawgui’g::éJllhﬁﬂzi
What are they and what can we do
avail themselves of thess rights

Ad justment to the fami

What psycholozical difficulties are involvet JTD* the attitude
of the service men toward the commmuni vi

What is the responsibility of the families and the community in meeting
this problem. ¥What comrmnity resources are available to help an 1n01v1-
dual or family faced with the problem

o

What can we do to help prepare the community for the T 1 which lies
ahead.

What is the present attitude of the plantations toward the returning
veterans. Jhdt is the attitude of the soldiers themselves on returning
to their pre-induction jobs.

Languaze Schools

Presentation ~
Guide questions for discussi

1. Wbat possibility is there of languase ing revived after the war.
What is the present thinking of the com '“y ion~-~non-Japanese,
Japanese aliens, citizens of penes =

What is the present status of the anzuasze schoo How many have been
dissolved so far on each iglané

What stand should we take on this question hould we simply recognize

the constitutional right of the peoplc to establish such cchools and do
nothing now or in the future about any attenpts to roestablish them. Should
We oppose the language schools under any conditions should we favor them
if they are under proper control, supe J‘pld’ and staffing. How vwould cer-
tain elements both .herc and on the mainland react to anj attempts to

revive the language schools,

4. Assuming (a) the necd for a knowledge of tho Japanss lanbu*”ﬁ in the
post-war period and (b) the possibility of atterpis to revive them,what
steps can we take now to prevent their revival and at tho same time provide




B

opportunities for teaching the language to those who wish to learn it.
Would liquidation of the assets and dissolution of the corporate body now
be of any help. If so, how should it be done. What legal and other diffi-
culties are there. Is thore also a nced for an educational cempaign to
build up & public opinion opposed to the reestablishment of these gchools.
How can we do this. What substitutes can the community offer for teaching

k]
the language and what can we do now to help establish them.

VII. HEmployer-employee relationships which may give rise %o race issucs
Presentation -
Guide questions for discussion:

Do we still subscribe to the policy adopted at the last conference to the
effect that "when the race issue is injected into an actual or poténtial
employer-employee controversy, the Commitiee deems it to be its respon-
gibility to do all in its power to clarify thc issue"?

What can we do to carry out this policy. Can we draw up a list of prin-
ciples to zuide us in doing s0.

Are there any major employer-cmployee conflicts involving the Japanese
now or in the immediate future to which we should give our attention.

Do we have on each island committoe someonc who is sufficiently acquainted
with this problem to give us a factual basis on which to operate. Would
it help to add a labor man on cach committece.

IX. Removal of alion influcnces and practices and the substitution of American
influences and practices

Presentation =~
Guide questions for discussion:

1, In what areas of lifc arc alien Japancsc influenccs and practices still
operating. (Religious and neo-rcligious practices, marriage and burial
customs, language, family organization, anti-Amcrican sentiment, ote.)

2. Arec all thesc influences necessarily bad.

3. Should we work toward the immediatc or esrly climination of thosc we con=-
sider undesirable, Should we take advantapge of the war situation to
hasten the process of Americanization. Wiaa ible harmful rcsults =-
sociological and otherwise - might vwc have his acceleration toward
eventually complete Americanization. (Considsr the findings of Dr., Lind
and other sociologists on this issue.)

4, Agsuming that we do not wish simply to lg
specifically, can vie do to consolidate the gains made so far as & result

t naturc take its course, vhat,
of the war and hasten the process in the futurec.




Participation of the Japancsc community in Var activitiocs
Prescntation -
Guide quostions for discussion:
1. Alonz what lines should there be grcabt.r particiy

3 )
avenues of service now closcd to the aliens or ewe
should try to have opencd up.

io Arc therc certain
1 the citizens which we

s

QAL
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How can vic get better participation along lines already open. Vhat are
gome factors which have provented a fuller participation. TWould the or-
ganization of a women's committee be one ansvier.

3. What can vie do to get better rccognition for what has already been done.

XI. Participation of AJA leaders in determining policies and trends in the terri-
tory as a whole

Presentation -
Guide questions for discussion:

1. Has the time arrivcd when more AJA leaders should participate in determining
policics and trends in the commnity rather than just "fit into the groove"
after the pattern has becn sat.

2. What arc some of the probloms affecting the entire territory which should
be the conccrn of and be worked out by leaders of all racial groups.

3. Are therc enough qualified AJA leaders with th D of the entirec
community who arc in a position to contribute 3 1 cadership in general
community "designing®™. If not, what can wc do to develop such leaders.

sonal TLl;tlonuD%LS with pooplc of other raccs

What arc some psychological and personal traits uoﬁq many adolescent
AJA's and older alien Japanesc which causc misundcrstanding and irritation
among people of other racces, particularly ! aolvv—-vhvccn lack of frank-
ness, real and imagincd cockiness, dress, mannors, ctc.

What can we do to bring about a better undcrstaﬁu*ng and pcrsonal rela-
tionship~-elimination of the irritents as viell as the unnecessary irri-
tation arising oftentimes from assumed motives, ignorance, lack of ac~
quaintance, drawing conclusions on the basis of one or two incidents,
pre judice, ctcée,

3. Is there anything we can do at the present time to help those of Japanese




ancestry widen their contacts with thosec of other races. 1Is there any-
thing in which we ourselves can take the lead.

>

4, What is the responsibility of the other racial groups in this regard.
What can they do to bring about a better personal relationship all around.

XIIT. Other problems which should be discussed and studied if time permits

1. Americenization and assimilation of rcturning internees. What can ve
do now to hely those roleased or paroled. wnat can we do for those who
are released after the wviar which will help them take their places in an

Anerican community.

Problems of the mainland Japanesec and their possible effect on Hawaii,

What can vwe do to n“lp tho mainland Japanese solve gome of their problems,
which if left unsolved or if decided against them, may affect adversely
thoge of us in Hawaii.

Evaluation and looking shecad

Presentation =
Guide questions for discussion:

As we look back and evaluate our viork since our organization, what mis-
takes, failurcs and veaknesses can vic scG.
How can we moke our vork morc effective. Has our viork permeatcd to the
rank and file. Do we have their support. Arc our committces representa-
tive of the people we serve. Is our work sufficiently known and accepted
by the gencral community.

What is our main job &hcad, 0 need now for a reformulation of
our purposcs and functions.

4, What can the executive sceretary do to mcke the work morc effective.
XV, Other busincss ond problems

XVI. Summary, announcoments and closing romerks - Dr.

Homer Izumi, Conference
chziman




RACE RELATIONS COMMITTEES

EMERGENCY SERVICE COMMITTEE

Joint Steering Committee

Dr. Ernest I. Murai - 2610
Masa Katagiri - 5025
Shigeo Yoshida - 5892

Publicity Committee (Press & Radio)

Shigeo Yoshida, chairman - 5892
Mitsuyuki Kido - 86772

Labor Committee

Stanley Miyamoto, chairman - 7080
Mitsuyuki Kido - 86772
Katsuro Miho - 3788

Incidents & Rumors Committee

Masa Katagiri, chairman - 6025
Dr., James T. Kuninobu - 2227
Mitsuyuki Kido - 86772

Memorial Plaque Committee

Katsuro Miho, chazirman - 3788
Y. Baron Goto - 9951
Dr. Ernest I. Murai - 2610

Welfare & Rehabilitation Committee

Y. Baron Goto, chairman - 9951
Masa Katagiri - 602%
Dr. Jemes T. Kuninobu - 2227

AJA Servicemen Letter Project

Shigeo Yoshida - 58¢2

Blood Bank Committee

Dr. James T. Kuninobu -2227

Organizational Planning Committee

Iwac Miyake - 9951

RACE RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Joint Steering Committee

Edward E. Bodge -~ 6141
Gerald W. Fisher - 6211
Leslie F. Deacon - 1221

Press & kadio Committee

Gerald W. Fisher, chairman - 6211
J. Russell Cades - 1277
A, L. Dean - 4901
John A. Hemiiton - 6481
Philip E. Spalding - 6261
Labor Committee

Frederick D. Lowrey, chairman - 1261
H. P. FFaye - 1241

Charles R. Hemenway - 1251

Garner Anthony - 54557

Leslie A, Hicks - 3431

Incidents & Rumors Committee

Leslie F. Deacon, chairman - 1221
Edward E. Bodge - 6141

Riley H. Allen - 4911

Stafford L. Austin - 6221 (Aiea)

Memorial Plaque Committee

A. L. Dean, chairmen - 4901
J. Russell Cades - 1277

Rehabilitation of Returning Soldiers

Leslie F. Deacon, chairman - 1221
Riley He Allen - 4911

AJA Servicemea Letter Project

Charles R. Hemenway, chairman - 1251
Charles F. Loomis - 3881

Liaison with Fair Play Committee
San Francisco and mainlend

Dr. Miles E. Cary - 6061




Finance & Budget Committee

Dr. R. Komenaka, chairman - 4646
Masa Katagiri - 6025
Stanley Miyamoto - 7080

Emergency Service Committee
Nuuanu Y.M.C.4. - Phone 67464

Chairmen - Dr. Ernest I. Murai
Vice Cheirmen ~ Masa Katagiri
Secretary - Stanley Miyamoto
Treasurer - Dr. R. Komenaka

Race Relations Committee
P. 0. Box 459 - Phone 3881

Cheirman -~ Theodore F. Trent
Secretary - Charles ¥, Loomis




RACE RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Race relations committee

Edward E. Bodge --Vice President and Manager, The Von Hamm-Young Co. Ltd.
Gerald W. Fisher --Assistant Vice-President, Bishop Trust Co.
Leslie F. Deacon =-w=Secretary, Castle & Cooke, Ltd.
Je Russell Cades -=-Attorney, Smith, Wild, Beebe & Cades
Dr., Arthur L. Dean --Vice-President & Department Manager, Alexander &
Baldwin, Ltd.; Chairmen School Commissioners (former
President University of Haweii)
John A., Hemilton --ixecutive Vice~President, Chamber of Commerce of Honolulu
Philip E. Spalding =--President, C. Brewser & Co.
Frederick D, Lowrey--President & Manager, Lewers & Cooke, Ltd.
He P. Faye -=Vice-President & Assistant Manager American Factors, Ltd.
Charles R. Hemenway--President, Hawaiian Trust Co., Ltd.

Garner Anthony --Attorney:(Robertson, Castlé & Anthony)

Leslie A, Hicks ~-Vice=President &:Geperal Manager, The Hawaiian Electric
Coe, Ltd.

Riley He Allen =-Vice=President & Secretary, Honolulu Star-Bulletin
Stafford L. Austin --Manager, Honolulu Plantation Co.

Charles F, Loomis --Secretary, Institute of Pacific Relations.

Dr, Miles E. Cary --Principal, McKinley High School.

Theodore F. Trent --President & Manager, Firest Federal Savings & Loean
Assn. of Hawaii.

EMERGENCY SERVICE COMMITTEE

Dr. Ernest I. Murai=--Dentist

Masa Katagiri --Salesman, Home Insurance Cos
Shigeo Yoshida --Principal, Ala Moana School.
Mitsuyuki Kido -=Teacher, Farrington High School.
Stanley Miysmoto  =-Principal, Waialae School.
Katsuro Miho = =-Attormey.

Dr. James Te Kuninobu=--Physician & Surgeon.

Y. Baron Goto ~--Specialist in Agricultural Club Work , University of
Bawaii.,

Iwao Miyeke

Dr. R. Komenake

--Instructor, University of Hawaii.

-=-Komenaka Opticel Coe.
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POSSIBLE STEPS

While the "Japanese problem" is the one factor in the present situation
which can upset the status quo in Hawaii end disrupt not only Heawaii's present
position in relation to our mation's total war effort but create problems which
will be extremely difficult to solve in our post-war period, it should, never-
theless, be kept in mind that the function of this group is to keep the total
picture in mind and work for the creation of a condition which will enable
Hawaii's maximum contribution in the war effort and lay a basis for the kind
of Hawaii in which peoples of all racial groups can live together harmoniously
now as well as after the war is won.

The "Japanese problem" must be solved but it must not be made our only
concern. As a "festering sore" which threatens to upset the well-being of
the total community, it must be dealt with, however, not because we want to
"gave" the Japanese but because it is a factor in the total welfare of the
community and affects the lives of all the rest of us. It also involves some
of the most fundamental beliefs to which we, as Americans, subscribe and for
which we are fighting in this war,

Specifically, we must be alert to any problem which threatens to divide
our community along racial lines. We must deal with those forces which
unnecessarily add to the already existing tensions in our community. We must
avoid having one group pitted against another or treated in a way which will
arouse the sntagonism of other groups. We must not let seeds of racial bigotry
and hatred to be sown even by well-meaning citizens of our community. We
must be alert to seemingly insignificant incidents which have potentialities

for starting racd riots and similar disturbances which will make Hawaii an
awful place to live in now as well as after the war is over,

Hawaii is our home and we must keep it a place fit to live in. We must

keep it united and working together. It is a challenge we, as leaders, must

face.




Changing conditions will necessarily determine the scope and pattern
of our activities. The following, however, are some of the steps which
might be considered as coming within the scope of our program as outlined
above.

1. Meet from time to time with military and civilian government
leaders to discuss various phases of the problem.

2. Get together with the leaders among the other racial groups who
are working toward the same ends.

3. Assist the leaders smong the Japanese group who are working
toward the elimination of those factors within their group which tend to
cause irritations and tehsions within the non-Japanese groups and who are
also working toward the establishment of community unity in other ways.

4, Arrange for a number of discussion groups among haole business,
governmental and community leaders for the consideration of the ends sought
by this committee.

5. Speak to groups which may be brought together among other racial
groups for the same purpose.

6. Consider the advisability of establishing later a small inter-
racial committee which will coordinate where necessary the activities of
the various racial groups working tm&ard the same ends.

7. Frankly discuss with groups and individuals within the community
who deliberately or otherwise fan the flames of racism and see if they
cannot be made to accept the larger issue of community wel fare that is
involved.

8. Quietly but deliberately work toward the establishment in and
acceptance by, the commumnity of the ends sought by the committee. To do
this, we must utilize all the channels open for this purpose. These include

the groups mentioned above, 0. C. D., churches, schools, business




organizations, newspapers, radio, etec.

9, Whenever the opportunity presents itself, members of the committee,
acting individually or as a group, should meet with correspondents of
national newspapers and magazines and with visiting officials and give them
the information which will help them to see the larger picture rather than
just the slant which mekes for sensational reading.

10, We might even consider establishment of a library of factual
information bearing on the problem so that we will have a source to draw on

when the need arises.

Finally, as a group, we must avoid publicity, work quietly and
informally and avoid creating the impression of & pressure group. I believe
that, in some ways, the less people know about this group, the better we can

s s 1 P

carry on our work.




Co0ERY

You have asked me for the "low down™ on the AJA situation here at

home. Your letter refers specifically to a talk given to Lt. Colonel
Selby before a meeting of AJA leaders at the Nuuanu Y.ik.C.A, I have
written to you previously at some lengith sbout that meeting. Perhaps
my letter did not reacn you or perhaps it was excessively censored by
some Oover zealous person, In your letter you said "there has been somse
stir among the Hawalian officers here because apparently a rumor must
nave gotten here to the effect that AJA's in Hawaii were getting proud
and independent, and that the situation was becoming worse and worse."

This letter will be restricted to a discussion of this situation alone,

with the thought that you may wish to pass it around among your fellow
officers with the 442nd, I shall attempt to describe the situation as

I see it. You should know very well by now that I don't pull my punches
in writing to you.

First, I shall answer your statement directly and then enlarge upon my

views. It ie my sincere convic tion that as a whole the AJA group here
is not "becoming very proud and independent,"™ although it is true that

the situation is becoming worse and worse. Tension is increasing from

within and without the group. It is only natural that the group should
become more defensive as ite members become conscious of new pressures,
both from civil and military elements in the community.

The conference was spongored by the Emergency Service Committee and had
the full sanction of the Army. It was an honest effort tc appraise the
situation and to develop effective means for improvement. Frankly, I
feel that very little tangible accomplishment has resulted thus far.,

You must appreciate that the cream of leadersnip in the AJA community

was very largely cleaned out when over 3,000 volunteers were inducted.
Even at that, the 150 leaders who attended the conferemce were intelli-
gent, articulate and seriously thouzhtful young men and women. However,
in my opinion they failed to identify in order of importance, the specifice
"sore points® or sources of irritation which are subject to correction

or improvement. There will be another .ueeting before longz, I understand,
and I am hopeful that it will be directed to more definite objectives.
This in itself is difficult, as even the fact of meeting is a cause for
complaint and resentment on the part of those other members of tne
community who bear extreme prejudices, and it is necessary to recognize
that such people counstitute @ very substantial part of the community.

You will recall that in the course of the several bull sessions which

you and I engaged in prior to your deperture and even before Pearl Harbor,
I frequently pointed out that one of the indispensable weapons of var is
the deliberate incitement of the people ¢ any nation to hate the enemy .
This program is carried out through wvery medium that reacnes tae public =
press, radio, movies, street and window posters, speeches, books, pam-
phlets and even the pulpit. News stories are slanted; popular magazines
concentrate their fiction, particularly in the short story field, to the
same end; pictures of dead and wounded American soldiers are displayed
with increasing frequency; "atrocity® stories come out in new forms and
varieties, et cetera ad infinitum. The tiwming and volume are matters of
cold calculation - this needling of the public has been developed to an
exact science. There is always a wealth of material on which they bssge
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such propaganda campaigns. This war is no different from the last one
or from any war in that respect (I still remewber the stories of the
little Belgian children with their hands cut off). However, the media
of dissemination are more abundant and more effective.

There is one vital difference as compared to the last war. Our prine-
cipal enemy is the Jap. His color and other physical characteristics
are distiuctive. Taey lend themselves re«dily to caricature. Perhaps
the commonest remark throughout the Mainland is, "all Japs look alike."
Thet this is untrue is not important. It is true that Orientals are
immediately recognizable as such. Thus, Americans of Oriental blood
(often Chinese as well as Japanese) become natural targets of the
deliberately incited emotions of Americans of other racial background.
Also, in any press or public release, local or otherwise, Japanese
names are eaually subject to immediate identification.

This then is the foundation upon whiech the superstructure of race
baiting in all of its malodorous forms is erected. It explains why the
American of Japanese ancestry is very much more on tue spot tunan, for
example, the American of German ancestry. Other explanations here in
Hawaii are the proximity to the theatre of operations and tae relatively
large proportinu of Japanese in the total population.,

This "background material®™ may seenm unnecessary and repetitious to you
but I think that it is appropriate to draw this picture of (1) the opera-
tion of the conventional “hate"™ mecnanism, (2) tae increasing tempo of
the war (and of the "hate" campaign), (3) the "target™ which AJA's
present by reason of distinctive names and physical caaracteristics, and
(4) the future presence in the community, in increasing numbers, of
ex-combatants.

It naturally follows that pressures increase and tension within community
racial groups becomes more apparent. Haoles, even kamaainas, are more
sensitive to the conduct and attitude, both real and fancied, of the Japam:
and AJA's and are more critical. Episodes and incidents which would have
gone unnoticed a few years ago take on & new and sinister sigznificance
today.

One situation in particular illustrates this point. I refer to the
really atrocious manners of Japanese boys in the age group 12 to 20, in
public and particularly on busses and streatcars. I am sure you will
agree that my mother is anything but a race baiter. She is almost 70 and
not well. It is difficult for her to travel on busses as she is sub ject
to dizziness and is uncertain on her feet. It should be obvious to any
person regardless of age or race that my mother is a lady and eldsrly.

At no ti.e in the past 8 years has any Japanese boy in & crowded bus ever
offered her a seat. They let her stand and if she 2lanced at one of them
he usually stared back at her insolently. At bus stops where many people
were walting, these young louts would push past everyone else to get on
first. They would jostle my mother and shove her aside. Their rudeness
has been constant, universal and consistent; (Japanese girls and women
have seldom failed to offer wy mother a seat). The condition today is
Just &s bad as it always has been, but certeinly not worse (it couldn't
be), nor is it confined to the AJA group alone - haole, Hawaiian and
Chines2 boys are just as bad, and Portuguese are worse. This also has
alwaye been the case,
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The fact remains that the atrocious public manners of AJA boys now con-
stitute a serious and increasing source of irritation and criticism.
This irritation and criticism is pointed at the AJA group alone. It

is identified in the public mind as 8 new "cockiness™, reflecting the
attitude of the Japanese components toward the rest of the population,
It is unimportant that this is unfair and unjust - the fact rewmains and
must be recognized that it is real and must be met realistically. I
decline to concede that the manners of this group need not or cannot be
corrected. The people of Japanese blood in this community are going to
have to learn to be almost Christ-like in meeting their common problems.
This is8 unfortunate, but it is one of the penalties imposed upon them by
a war in the making of which they had no part.

They simply cannot afford to say, "our boys are no worse tnan any other
boys -- we are being persecuted.®™ The answer is to find some way to
teach the brats zoo0d manners and see to it that they behave. It would

be idle to contend that tnere would be no benefit to the Japanese com=-
ponents of the community if their kids were conspicuously well behaved
and the kids of other races were conspicuously ill behaved. This is

11l ustrated by the fact that even the most bigoted race baiters will
grudgingly concede that nowhere have they seen school kids more sniningly
clean and immaculate than the Japanese youngsters trotting to local
public schools, and will make odious comparisons on this point regarding
local school kide of other races. Why in the name of heaven, if their
parents can meke them immaculate, can®’t they teach the boys good manners?
If the AJA boys do improve and display better public manners than boys

of other racial groups, it will redound to the c¢redit of the entire
Japanese community Jjust as does their cleanliness.

I shall 1list below in abbreviated form what I consider to be ®friction
points,®™ with my comuente in each instance.

l. Problem: AJA employees in stores, restaurantas, etc., are sullen,
insolent or indifferent.
Comment: As yet this has not been substantiated to my own satis-
faction.

Problem: Yard boys, maids and other domestics are "independent®;
demand more wages; many have quit to g0 to other employment.
Comment: Correct to a large extent, but wnat of it? Domestic
employment is officially classified as "unessential®™ and
actually it is petriotic to transfer to essential work.
Thie is largely the operation of the law of supply and
demand. The situation here is not dangerous, being largzely
confined to 0ld mossbacks who cannot reconcile themselves
to the facts of life today .

Problem: AJA bus drivers are insolent.

Comment: 1In general this is not true. There are individual instances
where these boys have very naturally resented abuse at the
hands of a bunch of drunken "QOkie™ defense stiffs and similar
malihini white trash. The public in general is all for the
bus drivers in situations of this kind.
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Problem: AJA boys are conspicuous for tonelr public bad manners.
Comment: True -- Have already conuented on this at length.

Problem: Small bunches of rowdy AJA boys get together in public
and jabber in the Japanees language.

Comment: Correct, and this is very bad. Psycnolozically, this
is just another form of tne bad mancers previously
remarked; but it causes more violent public reaction.

Problem: There are isclated instaices of irrational behavior on
the part of apparently mentally deranged AJA individuals
(usually alcoholic).

Coument: True, and this is very serious. I shall comment on it
later.

Problem: There is increasing "professional®™ hoodlumism on the part
of AJA males in their late teens and early twenties.

Comment: Correct to some extent. However, there is incressing
hoodlumism on the part of all racial groups in this age
bracket.,

AJA workers are becoming increasingly aggressive in
unwarranted labor demonstrations such as strikes, &8low=-
downs, etc., and this is interpreted by the public as
orzanized "Japanese sabotage™ aud not as "legitimate"®
union activity.

Comment: This situation is so serious that I shall comment on it
later in some detail.

Problem: The public is very critical of AJA girle going out with
heole servicemen in uniform.

Comment: This was one of the chief "time counsumers™ in the dis-
cussion groups at the conference. ily own opinion is that
it is primarily & "battle of the sexes®™ witnin the AJA
group itself, with the males sore at tne fsiales and the
gale arguing back. I do not think it has any zeneral
puonlic importance.

There are other situations, for the most part trivial. For that matter,
with the exception of "Problems™ 4, 5, 6 and 8 above, no one of these
items in itself has real substance. However, the coliective effect of
many minor irritations can be more damaging than one major cause of

real significance,

Item 6 is just "one of those things®™ «- incidents of this kind are
unpredictable and unpreventable. While tihey are rather infrequent, they
do great harm. Just this week one occurred. I quote from the enclosed
clipping: "the officer reported iiyamura said he had a 'score to settle
with all soldiers and this wasn't the first time ne's spit on one.'"™ The
story appeared on the first page of the Star-Bulletin. It did not refer
to Miyamura (age 19) as a Japanese or AJA - that was not necessary as
his name speake for itself. A few days previously both papers carried
excellent stories of the AJA's goins into combat action in Italy. iiuch
of the benefit accruing from those stories was offset by the item on
this single isolated incident.
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This Theodore Miyamura gave his address as 1234 Alexander Street. It
might be appropriate for one or more of the fellows at Shelby to write
him a nice 1little letter. No doubt he is known to several boys in the
442nd, That would not stop such incidents, because you never can tell
where, when or how the next one is going to break out. There have been
a couple of others in the last few months. A large number of haoles
(of a certain type) read such stories and go around wag:ing their heads
Knowingly and declaiming: "Just get a little liquor into one of these
birds and his true character comes to tae surfsce (and sc forth).%
Frankly, I don't knov the answer to this sort of situation -- I doubt
if there is one.

Item 8 is pure dynamite and by long ocdds the most serious of all present
8ituations. I am by no means opposed to sound union organization

under responsible leadership. By the same token, I insist that auy
union is unsound, and perhaps subversive, and its leadership criminsally
irresponsible, if it sanctions or permits its membership to strike,

walk out or slow down, here in KHawaii, a combat area, in time of war.

In June, I believe it was, there was a two or tnree day "slow down"™ by
Rapid Transit bus drivers under the direction of their union. Somewhat
more than half of the drivers involved were AJA's, the rest being haole,
Chinese, Hawaiian and Portuguese. It raised hell with traffic during
the rush hours. It was almost universally interpreted as a Japanese
demonstration of racial solidarity against the community. It was not
regarded as a union movement as such. The participation of races other
than AJA was ignored. "Damn Jap"™ was hecard on every street corner.

About three weeks aygo City Transfer drivers, helpers, warehousemen walked
out. Japanese employess are in the minority, but the spokesman was
Shigeura. Public reaction was the same as in thne Rapid Transit case,
only more so, this being the second such incident.

Just last week the Davies truckdrivers, helpers, warehousemen and shipping
clerks struck and walked off the job for several days. The Advertiser
editorialized along the following lines: ®There must be no more inci-
dents like the one which occurred yesterday, when at the very moment

that the wife of the President of the United States walked in one door

of a downtown building, a group of smirking Japanese blood employees
walked out of another door of the same building and off of the job."

No mention of the union -- no mention of employees of other bloods (who
made up at least 30% of tie strikers).

It is my honest conviction, vased upon personal iuguiry and conversation,
that the AJA's involved in these tinree episodes were siuply following
union orders, many of them reluctantly, and that nothing was farther

from their minds than "racial solidarity™ or tnat their action was that
of a Japanese xroup, as such.

The fact remains that these incidents were definitely and almost univer-
sally regarded as "Japanese sabotage."™ As far as I am concerned these
striking AJA's are gsuilty as hell on tnree counts; (1) No worker here
today can strike without betrayins America, (2) they have put tameir own
people on the spot by their action, and (3) they are selling their AJA
compatriots in the armed services down the river.




Just one more incident involving AJA's and I fear we will have a
really serious emergency on our hands waoich will do great herm to
the Japanese and AJA components of the community om & lasting
basis, I should like to see every Hawaiian member of the 442nd
write to nis friends here, and to the papers, protesting this
betrayal of tne sacrifice made by the volunteers. I believe such
a storm of protest would have two effects: (1) It would tend to
partially offset tne bad public relations growing out of the
in¢idents themselves, and {(2) it would serve as a strong deterrent
to future participation of AJA members here in subversive demon=-
strations of this kind.
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“The principles on which this country was founded
and by which it has always been governed is that
Americanism is a matter of mind and heart;
Americanism is not and never was a matter of race
or ancestry.”

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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A war service organization for all-
out participation in our nation’s war
effort, for the preservation of the
rights and privileges of all Americans
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enhancement of racial unity and

democracy throughout the Territory
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of all our returning soldiers now and

after the war.
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EMERGENCY SERVICE COMMITTEE

HONOLULU, T. H.

BACKGROUND

We all remember the hectic days following the treacherous
attack on Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941. The whole community was
aroused and insecure.

The attack placed the people of Japanese ancestry in a very
difficult position. They were of the same race as the enemy.
They were definitely on the spot. It was up to them to prove
that they are loyal Americans, ready and willing to assume their
responsibilities and do their share to fight the enemy.

A few of them became discouraged and disillusioned. A
number were simply lost and bewildered. There were many
among them, however, who sensed the need for aggressive action.

There was the growing feeling of discouragement which had
to be counteracted. There was also the rising tide of suspicion
and discrimination which had to be met. Loyalty was present
but it had to be channeled into a program of active participation
in the war effort.

There was also the need to preserve the traditional pattern
of race relationship in Hawaii and the absolute necessity of main-
taining a strong, united home front if Hawaii were to make its
maximum contribution toward winning the war.

The organization of the Emergency Service Committee fol-
lowed on February 8, 1942. The members were appointed by the
Morale Section of the Office of the Military Governor with the
approval of the Assistant Chief of Staff for Military Intelligence.

The Morale Section, O.M.G., had already appointed various
racial “morale” committees to work among their respective groups.
The Emergency Service Committee was delegated to work among
those of Japanese ancestry on Oahu.




PURPOSES

While the Emergency Service Committee functions primarily
on behalf of and among the Americans and aliens of Japanese
ancestry, it has always placed the welfare of the Territory and the
nation before that of any racial group. Every task it has under-
taken has first been evaluated in terms of its contribution to the
racial unity and general welfare of the community. It is not and
never has been an organization for the protection of the rights
of one racial group and the enhancement of its participation in
the war effort at the expense of the rights and privileges of
other racial groups.

Specifically, its purposes are:

1. To carry on a program of education which will strengthen
the loyalty to America of both the citizens and aliens of Japanese
ancestry.

2. To help them demonstrate their loyalty in concrete ways
to speed the defeat of Japan and all other enemies.

3. To help them face realistically and cooperatively the dif-
ficult situation in which the war has placed them.

4. To cooperate with the authorities in meeting the many
problems which affect the security of the islands and the welfare
of all the people.

5. To work for the application of the fundamental values of
American demccracy in the treatment of all Americans, regard-
less of racial ancestry, fully realizing that military and other
requirements sometimes make impossible the full application of
this principle.

6. To meet, in cooperation with the Army, the Red Cross
and other local, Federal and Territorial agencies, certain morale
and personal needs of our boys in the service and of their families
at home.

7. To organize and carry out, again in cooperation with other
established agencies, definite plans for the rehabilitation of our
returning disabled soldiers and for the solution of the many
complex post-war problems of re-employment and readjustment.

8. To work with the leaders and organizations of other racial
groups for the preservation of Hawaii’s traditional harmony
among all races and the promotion of a united home front.




The purposes of the Committee have changed somewhat from
time to time to meet changing conditions and needs. The Com-
mittee has no axes to grind, no political debts to pay. It will
continue to function wherever the need seems greatest. For the
present, however, the purposes, as listed above, serve as the
reasons for its continued existence and the guideposts for its
activities.

MEMBERS

At the present time, there are 10 active members on the Com-
mittee. They are Dr. Ernest I. Murai, chairman; Masatoshi
Katagiri, vice-chairman; Stanley M. Miyamoto, secretary; Dr.
Robert S. Komenaka, treasurer; Y. Baron Goto, Mitsuyuki Kido,
Dr. James T. Kuninobu, Iwao Miyake, Katsuro Miho and Shigeo
Yoshida.

Three other members are now in the Army. They are Capt.
Katsumi Kometani, S/Sgt. Masaji Marumoto, and Pvt. Walter
Mihata.

A “Bombs on Tokyo” check for $10,000 is precented by Walter Mihata, on behalf of
the people of Japanese ancestry on Oahu, to Lt. Gen. Robert C. Richardson, Jr.




Charles F. Loomis and Hung Wai Ching of the Morale Sec-
tion, O.M.G., serve as ex-officio members.

In addition to the above, there is an advisory board of about
50 men who are consulted from time to time on general policies
and plans and who also actively assist the Committee in carrying
on its work. Many of the advisory board members also serve
on special sub-committees and as leaders in their respective
districts.

OPERATION

The only paid employee of the Committee is the office secre-
tary. Nobody on the Committee or its advisory board receives
a cent for his services.

Besides the advisory board mentioned above, members of the
Honolulu Police Contact Group have worked together with the
Emergency Service Committee on several important projects.
They have rendered very valuable assistance to the Committee
in carrying out its purposes.

The work of the Committee obviously could not have been
possible without the support and active assistance of hundreds
of other patriotic and public spirited individuals. The Committee
has also worked with and received the support of various educa-
tional, religious, civic, and business organizations in the com-
munity.

In addition, it has consulted and worked together with the
“morale” committees on the other islands on matters affecting
the entire Territory and the welfare and participation of all
people of Japanese ancestry.

Its policy has always been and will continue to be to function
as much as possible through organizations already established in
the community.

ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The following are some of the activities in which the Com-
mittee has participated to date:

1. It has held hundreds of meetings in various sections of
Henolulu and rural Oahu. Most of these meetings were for




Next of kin of AJA soldiers killed in action on the Italian front receive Purple Heart
medals from Col. Kendall J. Fielder, representing Gen. Richardson.

educational and morale purposes. A number, however, were
called in connection with definite problems or projects such as
the campaign for voluntary enlistment in the Army, sale of war
bonds, contributions to the blood bank, Speak-American campaign,
Christmas funds for our men in the services and the presentation
of Purple Heart awards by the Army for the men killed in Italy.

2. It has met at least once every week. Many times, however,
it has been necessary to meet two or three times a week in order
to take care of all the problems before it.

3. It has conferred from time to time with the military
authorities and with business and civic leaders on matters affecting
the welfare and war activities of the community and particularly
those of Japanese ancestry.

4. Tt has actively assisted the Army on various projects such
as the recruiting of volunteers for the 442nd Combat Team and
the interpreters’ units, checking rumors inimical to the war
effort, investigation of certain matters affecting the morale of
the community, dissemination of information to the Japanese
community, distribution of posters and other educational material




and the awarding of Purple Heart medals to the next of kin of
soldiers killed in action on the Italian front.

5. It has cooperated with other existing agencies on matters
of general community welfare such as health, religious activities,
education and employment.

6. It has assisted other emergency organizations such as the
O.C.D., Red Cross and O.P.A. in disseminating information to
the Japanese community and in securing volunteers for their
many activities.

7. It has collected data showing the participation of the Amer-
icans and aliens of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii’'s war effort.
Some of this data has already been published in various articles
and monographs on the subject by local as well as mainland
writers.

8. During the Christmas seasons of 1942 and 1943, it sponsored
a Christmas fund for our men in the Army. A substantial sum
was collected and sent to the various A.J.A. units and, in 1943,
to the wounded soldiers of all races in our local service hospitals.
The presentation to the latter was made through Lt. Gen. Robert
C. Richardson, Jr.

9. Following the announcement of the inhuman execution of
our American fliers in Tokyo, the Committee sponsored a Bombs
on Tokyo campaign. Over $10,000 was raised from the people
of Japanese ancestry on Oahu in a short and quiet campaign and
the money presented to the U. S. government through General
Richardson.

10. It assisted the Kauai Morale Committee and the Maui
Emergency Service Committee to organize and embark on a
program of activities similar in many ways to that being carried
on in Oahu by the Emergency Service Committee.

11. It has collected funds for the Red Cross and the Army and
Navy Emergency Relief Societies.

12. It has encouraged and assisted in the dissolution of the
Japanese language schools and Japanese societies.

13. It has encouraged the speaking of English and has spon-
sored a Speak-American campaign endorsed and assisted by the
Army and other community agencies.

14. It has assisted many of our men in the Army and their
families by disseminating information relative to allotments,
Social Security benefits and the like, by arranging for birthday
cakes, by answering questions on personal matters and by render-




ing other minor services.

15. It has worked and is still working, in cooperation with
other groups in the community, on plans for the rehabilitation
of returning disabled soldiers. Much progress has already been
made but there is a great deal more to be done before the com-
munity is able to meet the problem adequately.

16. It sponsored a conference of leaders among the Americans
of Japanese ancestry on Oahu to which a few delegates from the
other islands were alsc invited. The purpose of the conference

was to study ways and means of meeting the various problems
confronted by the group and to further the participation of all
people of Japanese ancestry in the war effort. An Army repre-
sentative and several community leaders of various racial ancestries
addressed the gathering and participated in its discussion.

17. Among other activities which the Committee has helped

to carry out are the following:

a. Sale of war bonds. (Over $3,000,000 of the frozen funds
in the Japanese banks was invested in war bonds by the
depositors through the efforts of the Committee at the
time these banks were liquidated.)

Members of the Varsity Victory Volunteers are congratulated by soldiers as they
prepare to enter the Army for active combat service.




Contributions to the blood bank.

Luau sponsored by the Police Contact Group for the
Wisconsin boys in the armed services in appreciation of
the kind treatment accorded the Hawaii boys at Camp
McCoy.

Floral donation by the Japanese flower growers on Oahu,
on December 7, 1942 for the graves of the American
soldiers and sailors killed on Dec. 7, 1941.

Keawe Corps.

Removal of Japanese signs and other visible sources of
irritation.

Sale of tickets for the Army and Navy Relief benefit
shows.

Formation of the Varsity Victory Volunteers.
Distribution of service flags to the families of the men
in the Army.

Distribution of gold star service flags to the families of
our soldiers killed in action or from wounds received in
battle.

It is probably too early to evaluate the work of the Committee
and the results of its participation in the various activities enu-
merated above. There is no question, however, that it has been a
constructive and penetrating influence. It has definitely helped
to meet many of the problems of a community which is not
only inter-racial in character but which was the first to bear the
attacks of a treacherous enemy. It has helped in no small measure
to rally together the Americans and aliens of Japanese ancestry
on a program of aggressive, all-out participation in the war effort
and to win back a great deal of the confidence and trust in this
group temporarily set aside by the community at large.

THE TASK AHEAD

We have come a long way since that infamous day, Dec. 7,
1941. But there is still a long and difficult road ahead.

1. There is the war yet to be won. We see the goal in the
distance, but it is going to require a great deal more of hard
work and bitter sacrifice before we reach it. It is going to be more
important than ever to maintain a unity of purpose and action
in the community and for all people, regardless of racial ancestry,
to work harder than ever to achieve final victory.




2. Despite the lack of any subversive action on the part of
those of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii and despite the fine record
of both the AJA’s in the Army and their folks at home, there
are many people in Hawaii and on the mainland who still refuse
to accept those of Japanese ancestry as loyal Americans. The
Americans of Japanese ancestry are fighting not only the Axis
and the external enemies of freedom and justice but they are
fighting and must continue to fight against intolerance at home.
They must be vigilant against those who, in the name of patriotism,
are ever ready to deny the rights and privileges of a free people
to their fellow Americans of another color or racial ancestry.

3. Hawaii has something fine and unique in the way of race
relationships that must be preserved. We must never allow the
seeds of racial bigotry and prejudice to be sown and nurtured in
these islands.

4. There is the problem of rehabilitation of the returning
disabled soldiers. Many of them will be coming back permanently
crippled—without limbs or sight and even with seared minds.
The Army will mend them physically before they are released
—as well as medical science knows how to mend a human body.

Aiea volunteers invade Selective Service Local Board No. 9. Over 10,000 Americans
of Japanese ancestry responded to the call to fight for their country.




But they must be helped to find a place in the community, the
community they left to fight for those who remained at home.

5. There is also the problem of readjustment and re-employ-
ment even for the men who return sound in body and mind.
It is not going to be an easy job. It is a task which is going to de-
mand the best that the community has to offer. It is a task for
which we must plan and organize now.

The work of the Committee must go on. It cannot cease
now or even be relaxed. Much has already been accomplished
but there are still greater tasks ahead.

APPRECIATION

The Committee owes its success to the thousands of loyal
and patrictic citizens and aliens of Japanese ancestry who have
supported its purposes and actively assisted it in its work. It needs
their continued cooperation.

It is also indebted to the military authorities without whose
approval and support the Committee could not have been orga-
nized and certainly would not have been able to function effec-
tively even after its organization.

To the business and civic leaders of other racial ancestries,
it also wishes to express its appreciation for their interest in its
work, for their valuable suggestions and for their active assistance
on various problems referred to them.

The Committee also extends its appreciation to the Citizens
Council and to the many other organizations with which it has

had the privilege of working on problems of vital interest to the

community.

It is impossible, of course, to name all the individuals and
groups who have aided it in its work. However, to Col. Kendall
J. Fielder, Col. George W. Bicknell, Lt. Col. Charles A. Selby,
Major Frank O. Blake, Capt. Wilson Gaddis, Mr. Charles R.
Hemenway, Mr. Robert L. Shivers, Mr. Charles F. Loomis, Mr.
Hung Wai Ching and Capt. Jack Burns, the Committee wishes
to express a special word of appreciation for their very valuable
assistance.

Honolulu, T. H.
March 25, 1944




“It is the inberent right of every faithful citizen,
regardless of ancestry, to bear arms in the nation’s
battles. When obstacles to free expression of that
right are imposed by emergency considerations,
those barriers should be removed as soon as is
humanly possible.”

HENRY L. STIMSON




All photographs used herein are by the courtesy of Signal Corps, U. S. Army
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By Lee Shippey Janvary 6, 1944

IEESIDE

Remington Stone was sent to Hawail 21 months ago to spend two weeks
agsigting the chiefs of the U, S. Engineers in gtraightening out bottle-
necks., After Pearl Harbor defense construction increased about 1000 per
cent out there and for a while there were more bottlenecks than bottles.
There is practically no lumber in Hawaii, no cement and very little rock
suitable for construction, so shipments had to be enormous and there was
plenty to untangle. But Stone says Gen. Hans Dramer, once professgor
military tactics at Cal. Tech. and now chief engineer of the Central
Pacific Area, and Col. B. R. Wimer, deputy chief engineer, have done such
a wonderful Jjob that now the most fervent wish of Hawaii is that the Japs
will try it again. An interesting fact, h ays, is that Hawaii-born
Japenese have done as much as 90 per cent of that construction work in
some cases and a very large part of the carpentering and mechanical work
in practically all cases, and the F,B.I., the Army and the Navy have all
appalauded them. They think they had all the disloyal Japs spotted before
Pearl Harbor and rounded them up as soon as hostilities began. Those who
have not been segregated are doing a thoroughly efficient job for the
United States.

"Nowhere in America did labor perform more effectively than in the
islands," Stone says, "despite the large proportion of workers of Japanese
ancestry. For months there were no such things as working hourg--we all
started early and worked late. No strikes, no delays. Anouther interesting
fact is that many of our soldiers are marrying Hawaii-born Japanese girls,”

After his two-week hitch had extended to 20 months Stone was sent home
because there are too many flowers there, all the year round. He is

agthmatic and some of the flowers made him s 71




THEIR_WAR JOB ¢ g

On hﬁn( e({faznd fifty five young Amer-
icans of Japanese ancestry have volun-
teered, to the military governor, “for
whatever service youmay see fit to use us.”

Lt. Gen. Emmons, military governor,
has accepted the freely offered service of
these enthusiastic young Americans in the
spirit in which they offered themselves.

They have been assigned for work under
the U. S. army department engineer, Col,
Albert Lyman, and this morning have been
mustered into army service for immediate
duty with the engineers.

* * *

This is more than an incident for pass-
ing notice. It is even more than the fulfill-
ment of an earnest desire by these 155
youths to be of usefulness.

It is an illustration of one of manifold
ways in which Americans of Japanese
ancestry can serve their country in a time
of emergency.

These times are, admittedly, difficult for
Americans of Japanese parentage. The
fault primarily is not that of the young
citizens. Nor is it the fault of the other
Americans. It is the fault directly of the
Japanese government—and the leadership
and the attitude of Japan itself. On De-
cember 7 Japan, as a government and as a
nation, forfeited all claim on the trust and
confidence of the United States and our
people.

* * *

‘Whatever has been the reaction of that
treacherous and ruthless act on Amer-
icans, the responsibility rests squarely
with Japan. It is on Japan that the blame
lies for whatever apprehension there may
be\ that young Americans of Japanese
ancestry in Hawaii may falter in their
allegiance to the Stars and Stripes.

* * *

The remedy for their difficult situation
is basically with these young Americans
of Japanese ancestry themselves.

They must, first, realize the fact that the
militaristic regime of Japan has forced
this situation on them and on all Amer-
icans.

Second, they must accept the further
fact that there is bound to exist, particu-
larly among Americans who have had
little to do with this “second generation,”
a degree of uncertainty as to their attitude
in time of dire emergency.

Third, they must conduct themselves
loyally and with absolute regard for the
spirit and the letter of our laws and regu-
lations, bearing cheerfully the inconveni-
ences to which they may be put.

Fourth—and this is highly important—
they must do as this group of 155 young
citizens has done—seek out and find a
way to serve their country and their com-
munity in the emergency.

* * *

It is one thing to accept passively a
difficult situation which irks and burdens
and grieves you. It is another thing—a
better and finer thing—to take the initia-
tive in finding ways and means to be of
definite usefulness—to be an active and
not a passive citizen of our republic in

wartime,
k4 *

»*

Not all of us can shoulder a gun and
fight, or man a plane and fight, or sail on
a ship and fight. Not all of us can stand
guard duty at night or patrol the ramparts
by day.

But in this great World War, there is
plenty of useful, essential work in Hawaii
for every good citizen. And it all helps win
the war—whether it is on a military post,
or in a.factory, or on a plantation.

That goes for the citizen of Japanese
ancestry just as much as for the citizen of
any other ancestry, Caucasian or Oriental.




HONOLULU ADVERTISER THURSDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 26, 1942.

Volunteers To I3 ght Without Guns

AS LABOR BATTALION.—Pretty Carol Appenzeller, at a campus sendoff, gives one of the
University of Hawaii bo of Japanese ancestry a lei for good luck in his new venture with the
other 154 who volunteered to do whatever Lt. Gen. Emmons sees fit in the way of service. (Adver-
tiser photo.)

Ioo Young Japanes
Join Army Worlkers

A hundred and fifty-five Amer-| ‘By the offer of your services
icans of Japanese ancestry yes-|in any way they can be used,”
terd took their leave of the|Regent Andrews said, ‘“you
University of Hawaii and went|have justified the faith and con-
forth ‘‘to fight without guns.” \fidence many of us have had in

The youths, many of them for-|You proving th'at to you citizen-
mer members of the Hawaii Ter_\shlp is something dear_and real
ritorial Guard, form a volunteer|3nd you are ready to fight,
labor battalion that will work ‘““Lots to be Done”’
with Col. Albert Lyman, Hawai-| ¢Angd there’s lots of fighting to
ian department engineer ‘‘some-|pe done—without guns.”’
where on Oahu.”’, |

The group, calling itself the
Varsity Victory Volunteers, of-
fered to serve the country in
whatever service Lt. Gen. Delos
C. Emmons, military governor,
saw fit.

Addressed by Emmons

Yesterday morning a sendoff
at the university and a brief ad-
dress at the palace by General
Emmons marked their depart-
ure for the new patriotic endeav-
or,

Speakers, including C. R. Hem-
enway, Leslie Hicks, president of
the chamber of commerce, Re-
lgent Arthur L. Andrews and
Frederick Tom, acting president
of the Associated Students of the
University of Hawaii, sped the
jgroup on their way with god-
speed and good wishes.

The group includes the Iollowing‘ for-




The editors of The New Republic do not know the
facts regarding the loyalty of the Japanese-Americans
in Hawaii, which has recently been the subject of sharp
debate in the press. We present, however, for its intrin-
sic interest the article below by a man whose views on
the subject are entitled to respectful attention. Mr.
Clark, who taught at the University of Hawaii from
1930 until very recently, is the author of the popular
book, “Remember Pearl Harbor)” in the writing of
which he had access to official sources.— THE EDITORS

NE OF THE FIRST THINGS mainlanders ask me
O is, “What are you people in Hawaii doing
with all those Japs out there? Have you got

them in concentration camps?”

Judging from the number of times I am asked this,
a great many mainland Americans believe that most
of the Japanese in Hawaii are hiding around in the
canefields, ready at a signal to leap out and stab us
in the back. This “news” doubtless accounted for the
hasty removal of the Japanese from the West Coast.

The feeling in the mainland United States that the
Japanese in Hawaii cannot be trusted is the direct re-
sult of the many rumors which came with a whirlwind
rush along with the blitz of December 7. “There was a
great fifth column in Hawaii! The attacking Japs had
wonderful information,” it was said. “They knew just
where each battleship was to berth. They bombed the
useless old Utah mercilessly because the fine air-
plane-carrier Lexington was scheduled to be there in-
stead.”

“A Hawaiian Japanese fifth columnist cut a broad
arrow in a canefield,” it was said, “directing enemy
pilots straight toward Pearl Harbor!”

“One of the Jap pilots shot down had on 2 McKin-
ley High School ring.”

“Japanese saboteurs stalled old jalopies across the
road to Pearl Harbor, blocking traffic, holding up
ambulances carrying the wounded, keeping officers and
men from reaching their battle stations.”

Had our intelligence forces been asleep? Had organi-
zation for all these anti-American activities been going
on while officials talked of the necessity of trusting the
local Japanese?

Now let us examine the facts. Pear]l Harbor has been
exposed to public view for years. You can drive along
the public highway or take a hike over the hills behind
the harbor and observe at leisure the navy’s vital in-
stallations and warships. No doubt Japanese consular
agents took these jaunts frequently. The navy pro-
tested against this situation, but Congress refused to
pass legislation condemning property overlooking the
harbor. This failure made it fairly simple for the Japa-

Reprinted from The New Republic of September 14,

1942

The Japanese in Hawaii

nese consuls stationed in Hawaii to get information
about the habits of the fleet.

Admittedly, we do not know just how much in-
formation the attacking Japanese had. The truth is
that, regardless of what advance knowledge they did
have, they needed no fifth column to provide it. A
general idea of whether ships were likely to be in the
harbor was sufficient. A battleship is a huge object,
visible for miles. It is about as difficult to make out as
the Chrysler Building would be if it were lying on its
side in the Hudson River. Once the Japanese knew
where Pearl Harbor is—which any tourist map of
Hawaii clearly shows—they did not need to know
what berth each battleship normally took. The attack-
ers struck at every battleship in the harbor, regardless
of position, size or age.

Corroborating evidence that the Japanese did not ap-
proach with the help and direction of fifth columnists
has just come to light. The Japanese submarine which
was sunk outside Pear] Harbor an hour or more before
the attack has now been raised, and the ship’s log has
been translated. It tells how the submarine entered
Pearl Harbor trailing a garbage scow, and cruised
about, noting the types and numbers of warships inside.
It then left and sent a radio message to the Japanese
carriers, relaying the information.

The man cutting the arrow in the canefield was not
needed, nor, as a matter of fact, was he there. He was
an unconfirmed rumor.

Nor was any special information needed by the
Japanese pilots in order to locate the hangars at Hickam
Field. I do not know why these hangars were not built
back in the mountainside, where they would be hidden
from view. But there they lay, not only the biggest
objects on all the island, but, furthermore, painted
white and gleaming in the tropical sunlight. They were
an invitation that the Japanese pilots could see for more
than twenty miles. The attackers apparently needed no
information that an observant person in the Japanese
consulate could not have furnished in one week’s time.

The McKinley ring, like the cane-cutter, never ma-
terialized. A censor, whose business it was to run down
rumor, told me he had checked with every official whe
had looked through the clothing and possessions of
slain Japanese pilots. None had seen a McKinley ring.

If the local Japanese had blocked traffic on the road
to Pear] Harbor, they would have committed the most
effective sabotage possible that day. This is the obvious
kind of sabotage an organized group would commit.
The three-lane highway had been a bottleneck of traffic
long before the enlarged defense program began two
years ago. On December 7 the narrow road was a
bedlam of racing emergency ambulances, trucks, taxis

and motor-corps cars. By disrupting this traffic, the
Japanese could have cut the lifeline of island defense.
However, officials found no indications of any such
attempt. The rumor soon died in Hawaii. It was re-
futed by hundreds of local people who used the road
that day. However, it has persisted on the mainland,
and a question I am often asked is, “Did they shoot
those Japanese who blocked the road to Pearl Harbor?”

In Washington I was told that a navy captain who
had been at Pear]l Harbor had given this story of the
road-blocking to the press. I immediately talked with
him. He explained that what had happened was this:
He had jumped into his car in Manoa Valley, which
is some five miles from ‘the Pearl Harbor highway,
and as he drove down Manoa Road he almost collided
with a carload of Orientals. They were driving wildly
and seemed excited. The captain told this story to a
gathering of newspapermen in response to the repeated
question, “Did you see any confusion?” He said that
this part of his interview, which was only an incidental
recollection, was picked up by several of the news-
papers to the exclusion of the rest of his story and
given wide publicity as a sabotage story throughout
the mainland United States. He did not claim that
these Orientals were Japanese or imply that they were
sabotaging. They might even have been volunteer
truck drivers rushing to their battle stations. The
captain claimed he was sorry he had even mentioned
the incident to the reporters.

Just the day before I left Honolulu, the chief agent
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Hawaii told
me, “You can say without fear of contradiction that
there has not been a single act of sabotage—either be-
fore December 7, during the day of the attack, or at
any time since.” Chief Gabrielson of the Honolulu
police, which works in close collaboration with the
army, told me the same thing. “If the Japanese here
had wanted to do damage, December 7 offered them a
golden opportunity,” he added.

“Where were the Japanese on that Sunday if they
were not out sabotaging?” you ask the chief of police.

“Hundreds of them were actively defending the
territory,” he will tell you. “Members of the Oahu
Citizens’ Defense Committee, most of them Japanese,
rushed to their posts as volunteer truck drivers. They
stripped a hundred delivery trucks of their contents,
ingerted into them frames prepared to hold four litters,
and went tearing out to Pearl Harbor to aid the
wounded. Some of these Japanese got there so promptly
that their trucks were hit by flying shrapnel. They
proudly display these pieces of steel now as souvenirs.”

When the call came over the radio for blood donors,
again the Japanese were among the first to respond,

and by the hundreds. They stood in line at Queen’s
Hospital for hours, waiting to give their blood to save
the lives of American soldiers.

At Pearl Harbor; two Japanese boys saw a machine-
gunner having some difficulty setting up his gun. They
ran to him, helped him steady it for action, and fed
him ammunition. Both worked so fast that they had to
have emergency treatment for burns at the hospital.

Soon after the litter-bearers arrived at Tripler Hos-
pital with the first wounded, Surgeon King sent out
an emergency call for surgical teams. At that moment
Japanese surgeons were sitting with other Honolulu
doctors, listening to a lecture on war surgery. They
leaped to their feet with the rest and were at Tripler
within fifteen minutes. There they stayed, working
swiftly and accurately for long hours, saving the lives
of their fellow Americans. Many an American mother
today owes the life of her son to their skill.

These loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry are on
the spot. So far they have been remarkably level-
headed. The strain on them is going to become even
more intense as the weeks and months go on and the
prospect of an attempted invasion of Oahu by the
forces of Japan comes nearer. The pressure on them
from Americans who distrust them will become greater.
This pressure comes from the white man who says,
“No matter what a Jap says, don’t trust him. Once a
Japanese always a Japanese. Just let a Jap make one
false move when I’m around!”

This man believes that skin color and race are more
powerful than democracy. He is making it difficult for
the intelligence forces in the islands to proceed on a
basis of fact rather than on a basis of rumor and hys-
teria. According to the findings of the intelligence
services, the fact is that not all Japanese are the same
—that the second and third-generation Japanese in
Hawaii can be counted upon in any emergency, and
that although the grandparent generation contains indi-
viduals who are sympathetic to the homeland in a
nostalgic sort of way, they are not organized and the
potentially dangerous have already been locked up.

The younger people have been grateful to their
friends in Hawaii for not turning against them in this
crisis. They were very thankful to Mr. Leslie Hicks,
prominent Honolulu business man, when he gave a
widely broadcast talk in favor of tolerance and fair
treatment to the Japanese in Hawaii. He praised them
for their fine record in the past and asked the American
workers who arrived from the mainland recently to
make a distinction between the Japanese imperialist
government and the Japanese people living in Hawaii.

The Japanese in Hawaii have found the United
States Army absolutely fair and impartial. At first

there was a rumor that no Japanese would be taken into
the army, and they were afraid that such official dis-
crimination would foster all sorts of anti-Japanese feel-
ing. They were relieved to find themselves drafted.
“Now we have a chance to prove our loyalty,” they
said. They are convinced that they get a square deal
in the army. On the day of the blitz a Japanese private,
first class, rushed to his battle station, where he set such
a good example of alertness and quick thinking that
he was promoted to the rank of corporal the following
week. This recognition reaffirmed the local Japanese
belief in the fairness of the army.

One of the few ancient Japanese customs which has
persisted during this conflict is that of giving the
drafted youth of the family a farewell send-off to the
wars. Every so often, you see in one of the Japanese-
language newspapers a little block advertisement, say-
ing something like this:

Mr. and Mrs. K. Harada wish to thank all their friends
who participated in last evening’s celebration of the glorious
induction of their eldest son, Kazuo, into the United States
Army.

And they mean it. The Japanese believe that the son
who works hard to become a good soldier will be appre-
ciated by the authorities. They also believe that he will
be promoted as fast as any white recruit, depending
entirely upon his diligence and ability, regardless of his
ancestry. They cannot help celebrating that.

What seems clear in the Hawaiian Japanese situation
is this: the great majority—the second and third gen-
erations—are overwhelmingly loyal to the United
States. Of the older, first generation, alien Japanese,
many favor Japan, but by no means all of them. No-
where in any of these groups has there been evidence
of a fifth column, or of any sort of underground
organization. All of the individuals who the intelli-
gence services had reason to believe were potentially
dangerous have been interned. The rest have a clean
bill of health.

Let us ask ourselves objectively and dispassionately,
what is the best way to obtain the continued whole-
hearted codperation of this large group? My belief,
based upon the findings of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and upon my own observation during
twelve years in Hawaii, is that these people already be-
lieve in democracy and want to fight for it. The more
we extend democracy to them, the more they will have
to fight for. If we take away what freedom and equal-
ity they now enjoy as loyal Americans, we abandon
them to fascist propaganda and rob them of the incen-
tive to resist fascist ideas.

BLAKE CLARK
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THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1943

A REPORT FROM HAWAII

As the school year nears its close it is appropriate
that we in Oberlin should be conscious of the fact that not
once since their arrival on the college campus last fall
have we had cause to regret the friendly welcome we ex-
tended at that time to the group of Nisei students who
have become our fellow Oberlinites. Though of Japanese
ancestry, they have in every way behaved according to
the best traditions of the land of their birth and rearing
and citizenship—the United States. We only hope that
the Nisei themselves have found the people of Oberlin to
be as genuinely American in their attitudes as the Nisei
have proved to be.

In this connection we register our opinion that noth-
ing could be more Nazi-like or more un-American, than
the petition filed betore the Supreme Court of the United
States early this month, by a resident of San Francisco,
demanding that persons of Japanese ancestry born in this
country be barred from the right to vote, on the grounds
that “dishonesty, deceit and hypocrisy are racial character-
istics of the Japanese” and that this makes them unfit for
American citizenship.

We wish that San Franciscan and the rump minority
here in Oberlin who share the same prejudices could have
attended a private dinner given in Oberlin Monday eve-
ning, by Dr. M. H. Li, at which Hung Wai Ching was the
guest of honor. In fact, we wish all Americans might
hear Mr. Ching speak as he did, informally and frankly,
to the small group at that dinner. Mr. Ching is a promi-
nent Chinese-American citizen of Honolulu, Hawaii. Born
there, and a graduate of the Hawaiian public schools and
the University of Hawaii, he has graduate degrees from
Chicago Theological Seminary and Yale, and is, of course,
an American citizen. As an active community leader he
observed at close hand the events preceding, during and
following the Pearl Harbor attack. That his opinions are
considered important is evidenced by the fact that he has,
in the course of a special mission to this country in the
past few weeks been in personal consultations with Presi-
dent Roosevelt, Mrs. Roosevelt, Cabinet Members, War
and Navy department officials, and leading members of
Congress. He has come to Oberlin merely as a private
citizen to rest and relax for a few days.

Being of Chinese ancestry and having lost close rela-
tives in China during the Japanese invasion, he has every
reason to dislike Japan, and is quick to declare that the
Japanese soldiers are fully as savage, treacherous, fanati-
cal and ruthless as their reputation indicates. It is his
personal belief that the war in the Pacific will last for at
least two years after Germany and Italy are defeated, and
perhaps longer—possibly as long as seven years from
now, before Japan can be beaten.

However, Mr. Ching makes a clean cut distinction be-
tween the real Japanese and those people of Japanese de-
scent who have been long trained in the ways of American
democracy. He points to the record in Hawaii as proof of
their loyalty. He confirms the findings of the Tolan con-
gressional committee and of the F. B. I. and Army and
Navy investigation boards, which all have exonerated the
Japanese living in Hawaii of the many acts of treachery
of which they were accused, many rumors of which were
published as fact in the United States. The Japanese citi-
zens of Hawaii did not snipe at the islands’ defenders,
nor sabotage U. S. planes, nor help direct enemy bombers
to their ‘objectives, nor use their delivery trucks to hamper
traffic and create confusion. Nor was there any truth in
the oft repeated story that many Japanese pilots when
shot down were found to be wearing Hawaiian high school
rings and other mementos showing they once lived there.
Dr. Li adds his own testimony on this matter, saying that
he personally examined the bodies of some of the Japanese
pilots and found no such evidence, nor did he ever hear of
any authoritative report that such evidence was found.

Mr. Ching declares that aside from the very few al-
ready known Japanese sympathizers, all of whom were im-
mediately jailed by the F. B. I. and military intelligence,
the Japanese Americans did an exceptional job in per-
forming their part in the defense of the islands. Several
were cited for their valor in manning machine guns; the
hundreds of the Japanese taxi drivers put their vehicles
at the service of the military in aiding them to reach their
stations, without thought of pay; and hundreds of the
Japanese Americans in the reserve Army forces, particu-
larly the boys in the university, were in uniform, armed,
and loyally on duty at important defense posts for weeks
after the Pearl Harbor attack, proving themselves to be
excellent American soldiers.

_—O—_

Mr. Ching has recently visited the Japanese-American
combat unit of the U. S. Army now in training at Camp
Shelby, the old home camp of “Ohio’s Own.” The Japa-
nese-Americans, from Hawaii and the west coast, now
make up the 100th Infantry there and are recognized by
Army officials as a top notch outfit in every respect—tops
in morale, in military skill, in scrapping ability and in
their pride in being loyal Americans. They unquestion-
ably are destined to make a name for themselves in bat-
tle.

They are, however, Mr. Ching points out, located
where' they are constantly insulted by the “Jim Crow?”
traditions of the South—a situation which is now a con-
stant and serious threat to their morale and to their faith
in American democracy. They volunteered to fight for

America. They are putting heart and soul into their train-
ing. Yet their fellow Americans all about them treat them

as scum, not because they are Japanese but because they
are not of the white race.

Mr. Ching points to Hawaii as a working example of
the true principles of American democracy and race equal-
ity at their best. Not only did Pearl Harbor and its after-
math prove the loyalty of the Japanese residents there,
he declares, but it also proved a much more significant
fact, the unhesitating trust of all the other racial groups
in Hawaii in their fellow citizens of Japanese origin. The
Japanese number approximately a third of Hawaii’s pop-

ulation. The other large national and racial groups in-
clude, in addition to the Caucasians, principally Chinese,
Koreans and Filipinos, all of .whom have reason to

hate the Japanese. Yet, except for a scattered few, infre-
quent instances such as might have happened at almost
any time, the crisis passed in Hawaii with all these racial
groups, including the Japanese, working together in har-
mony and mutual trust, not as separate groups but all
together as Hawaiians and American citizens—and proud
of it.

Mr. Ching points with pride to this seemingly almost
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RACIAL DEMOCRACY AT WORK
VI
The Americans, “Brothers’ Keepers” —By PETER RENDAR

RACI;\L demotracy unquestionably
exists in Hawaii. It is manifest in
the social, political, educational and ec-
onomic life of the Islands. A condition
prevails which is unique in its quality
and extensiveness.

This situation unavoidably is attend-
ed by the much discussed “conflict of
cultures” and the less discussed racial
discrimination. The culture conflicts
may be considered as the initial step to-
wards the final synthesis of cultures
which is already apparent, among oth-
er things, in the mixed menus served in
most homes. The prevalent racial dis-
crimination is small in comparison with
that potential in such a diversified pop-
ulation.

The social manifestations of racial
democracy in Hawaii run from casual
friendship to inter-marriage. There is
a tendency to underestimate the sta-
bility of inter-marriage by those who
deduce statistical generalities from iso-
lated instances which exist close at
hand. Inter-marriages are, of course,
not as common as marriages within the
group and each unsuccessful one is easy
to remember, particularly for people
who have preconceived notions about
their outcome. The number of hybrids
in the islands gives the lie to such no-
tions. With continued democratic edu-
cation and environment, it is apparent
that such marriages will increase and
reach a greater degree of stability. Off-
spring of such marriages generally in-
cline towards tolerance and therefore
will further the development of racial
democracy.

Contacts between racial groups, no
matter how casual, definitely lead to
mutual understanding. There are un-
fortunate experiences, which, if under-
gone during early contact, may result in
increased racial intolerance and dis-
crimination because of the initial in-
clination to identify the group with
the individual. Such experiences are
more rare than fortunate ones (just as
they are in intra-group relationships)
so that inter-racial contacts as a whole
dispose towards normal adjustment.

It is hard to go on thinking of your
neighbor in terms of generalities when
you daily see him watering the lawn,
playing the radio, driving his car, and
warning his children off the street.
Your first thought probably is that this
particular neighbor of yours is differ-
ent from the rest of his group. But
when you discover that the family next

to him, and across the street, and next
to your friend’s house, all act in a simi-
lar way, you are bound to drop gen-
eralities and view with more personal
interest the group from which your
neighbor stems.

The newcomer in the islands goes
through this process after he has
worked with oriental welders, mechan-
ics, steel workers and carpenters; and
when a soldier or sailor goes out with a
local girl because not enough “haole”
girls are available, he is bound to dis-
cover that his preconceived notions do
not always apply.

Proximity, then, is an important fac-
tor tending to develop racial democracy
in Hawaii. But it is proximity under
the special conditions which exist here
that hastens the process. There are no
Chinatowns, ghettos or similarly con-
fined areas in Honolulu. In the busi-
ness section one finds shops owned and
run by members of various racial
groups with no restrictions as to their
location. Nor do these shops limit
their wares to products of the home-
land of their owners. Hawaiian prod-
ucts such as Aloha shirts, lauhala bags,
koa platters and other American mer-
chandise lie side by side with the usual
assortment of oriental objects.

This diffusion exists everywhere. It
is particularly important in the schools
where the student body and faculty are
made up of members of all racial
groups. Not only do the youth of the
islands play in mixed groups, but they
also are instructed and led by repre
sentatives of other races. This is so
cially significant when one remembers
the impressionableness of young peo-
ple.

At the University of Hawaii the
same situation prevails. Some campus
organizations are limited to the mem-
bers of one racial group, but mainly
for cultural reasons. They are created,
in most cases, for the purpose of pre-
senting to the rest of the students vari-
ous cultural inheritances of that race.
Such a limitation is no more undemo-
cratic than restricting the membership
of a drama guild to those interested in
dramatics.

Campus offices and activities are
shared by all groups. Discussions of
racial issues are encouraged in the class
room and are-democratically profitable
because of the mixed group. Most men
and women coming from these schools
have fewer delusions about race than
those coming from schools with stu-

(Continued on page 32)
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Racial Democracy
at Work

(Continued from page 13)

dents of one race. Therefore, though

they may not have given up all of their

discriminatory opinions, they are freer
and more qualified to deal with racial
problems.

The second and third generations
stemming from immigrants are now
coming into their own in large numbers,
and it is people of this kind who are
promoting democracy in Hawaii to-
day. Social, political, and ¢conomic or-
ganizations are composed more and
more of cross-sections of the communi-
ty. (Neither the chamber of com-
merce nor the labor unions, neither the
Republican Party nor the Democratic
Party is restricted.)

It is the democratic temper of Ha-
waii which causes Chinese to support
the A.J.A. in letters addressed to the
local papers; and makes American
service men offer their seats in buses
to Japanese women. It is this temper
which will eventually produce a com-
munity of intelligent democrats, par-
ticularly in a peaceful world more
sympathetic to the ideals which this
group will necessarily hold.




RACIAL DEMOCRACY AT WORK

A.J.A.

EARLY two years have passed “since
Pearl Harbor” and the Japanese in
Hawaii can now look back confidently
and reply to critics, “Our record speaks
for us.”

With justifiable pride they can point
to a record of faithful service and loy-
alty to the United States as their tacit
answer to alarmists who, before the
war, predicted dire happenings in the
event of a United States-Japan war.

December 7, 1941, was a tragic day

for every one of the 160,000 Japanese,
citizens and aliens alike. The war was
forced upon them more mercilessly
than upon the rest of Hawaii’s 500,000
residents. For it was their own ances-
tor nation, with its war-mad militarists
which perpetrated the treachery of the
Pearl Harbor attack and which, in do-
ing so, brought grave suspicion upon
the Japanese-Americans here.
The “Japanese problem” was deli-
cate enough, without the tragedy of a
Pacific war being thrust upon the peace-
ful Japanese community in the Islands.
But now that the events of the past two
years can be reviewed more calmly and
objectively, it appears the showdown
of December 7, 1941, may not be alto-
gether the calamity the Japanese here
have believed it to be. For it has
brought them an opportunity to estab-
lish for all time where their true loy-
alty lies.

The most critical stage of their “loy-
alty test” has passed for Hawaii's Japa-
nese. Steadfastly, since the dark months
after the Pear]l Harbor attack, they
have struggled to regain confidence and
have achieved some success.

If, before the war ends, the Japa-
nese of Hawaii should be embarrassed
or set back in their fight for recogni-
tion as loyal residents, this probably
would stem, not from actions of their
own, but as a result of inflammatory ac-
tion by Japan over which those in Ha-
waii have no control.

When war struck Hawaii, it tore
down much of the protecting wall of
goodwill and friendly relations that had
existed between the Japanese and the
rest of the population. This wall sud-
denly gave way to race bitterness.

Extreme cases of racial distrust may
be cited, for the purpose of illustra-
tion. The Japanese maid and yardman,
who were the trustworthy, industrious
household help- of many years, over-
night became ‘“those damned Japs.”

\'

Dilemma — By LAWRENCE NAKATSUKA

The Japanese merchant, whose store
before the war had been patronized by
all nationalities now was shunned. Like-
wise, the Japanese clerk, conscientious,
likeable fellow that he was considered
before December 7, now was referred
to as “that scheming, sneaking Jap.”

The general situation was far from
encouraging directly after the outbreak
of war. The one big task, therefore,
which faced the Hawaiian Japanese was
the rebuilding of amicable relationships
with the other racial groups.

A disheartening job it was. While
they did their best to restore the confi-
dence of the people here, their Japa-
nese cousins of another temper and am-
bition in the Far East nullified much of
their good work.

With each new Jap victory the ten-
sion in the territory increased. Resent-
ment grew as the Japanese war machine
rolled back the United Nations—the

3ritish in Hongkong, Burma and- Sin-
gapore ; the Dutch in the East Indies,
and the Americans in the Philippines.

Atrocity stories at the same time en-
couraged distrust of the local Japanese.

On the “home front,” rumors of Jap-
anese saboteurs and spies circulated fast
and far, until the man on the street felt
he was behind the times if he didn’t
hear a rumor a day, so to speak, from
his friends.

With the rumors, most of them since
found to be groundless, came the clam-
or from some quarters for mass evacu-
ation of the island Japanese to the
Mainland, to another island in the Ha-
waiian group, or to any restricted place
where their danger as potential trouble-
makers would be nullified.

The challenge to the Japanese Amer-
icans to rise above the suspicions and
animosity of doubters around them was
oreat, and the obstacles even greater.
They have met this challenge, part way
at least, by their individual and collec-
tive efforts.

Their record furnishes a partial clue
to their future status in Hawaii. It will
oive those not well acquainted with the
“Japanese problem” here, an insight
into the apparent paradox of the situa-
tion in Hawaii as compared to that on
the West Coast. How is it, the ques-
tion has been raised oftentimes, that
Hawaii with two-fifths of her popula-
tion of Japanese extraction has been
able to cope with the complex racial
problem without resorting to mass ac-

11

tion, while California, with only a lit-
tle over one per cent of her population
Japanese, felt it necessary to meet the
problem with an iron hand and a closed
fist?

Visitors from Hawaii, returning
from the Mainland, tell of the interest
and frank amazement that Mainland-
ers express when they consider Ha-
waii's handling of the Japanese prob-
lem. They are invariably surprised that
Hawaii permits its 160,000 Japanese to
roam free while the West Coast states
have ousted Japanese residents. Their
surprise is heightened by the obvious
fact that the Japanese here live on a
military and naval outpost—the great-
est sea fortress America possesses. To
the Mainlander, Hawaii today repre-
sents a defensive bulwark against a
possible Japanese invasion of the Pa-
cific Coast, on one hand, and on the
other, an armed fist poised to strike of-
fensively at Japan proper.

“Isn’t one ‘Pearl Harbor’ enough?”
anxiously inquires the average Main-
lander. His inference is clear: That
unless the Japanese are evacuated en
masse, another disaster will befall Ha-
wall.

[t isn’t surprising that this feel-
ing is shared by many in Hawaii, espe-
cially among the thousands of war
workers who have come here during the
past three or four years.

[Living temporarily in the Territory
are many more thousands of service-
men, the vast majority of whom, like
the war workers, are visiting here for
the first time. To these the Hawaiian
born Jgpanese is a total stranger. What
little they knew about the Japanese here
before they arrived probably was
cained from second or third-hand in-
formation, often unreliable. It has
been only in recent years that accurate
information concerning Hawaii’s Japa-
nese, formerly found only in authori-
tative books and conservative maga-
zines, has been popularly disseminated
in the States.

“A Jap’s a Jap” is the opinion held
by many a “malihini” (newcomer).
This expression can be taken as an in-
direct admission of ignorance. When
pressed for an elaboration of his refer-
ence to “Japs,” the newcomer, more
likely than not, will embark upon a lec-
ture of generalities, data for which
he has collected by the undependable
media of the “grapevine method.”
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Even if he should give the Hawai-
1an Japanese the benefit of the doubt as
to their loyalty to the United States,

the “malihini”’ often must confess his

inability to differentiate between an
American-born and educated Japanese
from a “real Jap,” both from a,physi-
cal as well as an ideological standpoint.

For that matter, most newcomers to
Hawaii openly admit that for some
months at least, they find it extremely
difficult to tell apart, at first glance, a
local-born Japanese from a Chinese
American, or a Chinese American from
a Hawaiian or a Korean.

If the stranger on Hawaiian soil
holds a prejudice against the Japanese
Americans, that prejudice oftentimes
stems from a purely racial dislike of all
persons of Japanese descent, or to put
it simply, he is prejudiced against all
those with Japanese faces. While this
may be true also of the “kamaaina” or
long-time resident of the Islands, the
chances are that the latter harbors anti-
Japanese sentiments on economic and
political grounds as well.

For the Japanese here, it is true, have
become firmly entrenched in the eco-
nomic, social and political life of the
Territory. By their own diligent la-
bors, and the favorable circumstances
of the past half century, the Japanese
have pulled themselves up, almost lit-
erally, by their boot-straps to a more
enviable status than that of immigrant
laborers. But in at least one respect
they have met failure. They have failed
to win the wholehearted confidence of
the bulk of Hawaii’s people with regard
to their trustworthiness as loyal Amer-
ican citizens.

What portion of the blame for this
failure the Japanese Americans should
themselves assume is difficult to say,
but they certainly should not feel blame-
less. The community, too, by its apa-
thetic and “mollycoddling” attitude to-
ward the Japanese before the war
should be held responsible in part for
the present Japanese problem.

As one observer has expressed it,
“Hawaii must have been blind or asleep
before the war, to have allowed Japan-
ism to sneak into her back door.” The
reference is pointed to the insidious in-
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fluences of Japanism which were per-
mitted to function unhindered prior to
the outbreak of war: The Shinto tem-
ples, Japanese language schools, and
particularly, the Japanese consulate in
Honolulu.

But this is water under the bridge.
The object now is for the Japanese
Americans to continue building their
prestige around the wartime record they
have achieved. With isolated excep-
tions, the general behavior and conduct
of the Japanese populace has been ex-
cellent, by whatever measuring rod is
used to judge them.

They have bought and are buying
their share of war bonds, they are ac-
tive in civilian defense work as block
wardens, fire-fighters and first aid at-
tendants; they are giving generously
to community and war funds; they are
“Working to Win” by sticking to their
jobs or taking on additional work ; their
boys are serving in the army in large
numbers.

In short, they are doing as much for
victory as any other group in the ter-
ritory.

(Continued on page 28)
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(Continued from page 12)

They started with a clean slate from
the outset. Not a single, established
case of sabotage has been traced to a
Japanese in Hawaii. The FBI, and the
army and navy have confirmed this.
Considering the alarming prophesies
heard before the war, this fact is truly
remarkable.

There was no mass uprising, as
scaremongers had predicted. Neither
was there fifth column activity, as such.
The espionage work, which made pos-
sible the highly successful attack by
the Japanese planes on vital targets,
was traced to the Japanese consulate
and its paid agents, and not to local
residents of Japanese extraction.

Only the determination of military
authorities not to be stampeded by ru-
mors and clamors for “gestapo” action
prevented drastic suppression of the lo-
cal Japanese. The army controlled the
Japanese with a firm, but fair hand,
giving them a chance to clear them-
selves of any alleged disloyalty against
this country. Time has shown this pol-
icy to be a wise one.

If anyone doubted the army’s inten-
tion of dealing fairly with Hawaii’s
Japanese, he was due for a surprise. It
came out of a clear sky, at least to the
general public, on January 28 with the
announcement by Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson that a combat team
for Americans of Japanese ancestry
was to be organized. The call was for
1,500 volunteers from Hawaii; this
quota was reached within a few days
and it was raised to 1,725, then to 2,600.
The response of the Americans of Jap-
anese ancestry—now known as the
AJAs—was overwhelming. A total of
9,507 had signed up before the army
called a halt to the voluntary enlist-
ments.

To those who doubted the good faith
of the AJA volunteers and thought
their enlistment in the army was an at-
tempt at showmanship, Colonel Kendall
J. Fielder, assistant chief of staff, G-2,
Hawaiian department, had this point-
ed answer:

“For the skeptics let me say only that
a man seldom bluffs when there’s a
chance his bluff may be called by send-
ing him to a distant battle ground to
risk—and possibly lose—his life.”

The response to the army’s call for
volunteer’s in Hawaii exceeded most
hopes.

This observation has been made by
Dr. Miles E. Cary, principal of Mc-
Kinley high school, who returned to
Hawaii in August after a year spent in
directing a Japanese relocation center :
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against Jackie Jurish at the Civic audi-
torium February 21, 1941. . .. Chances
look bright that the classy ex-Manila
star will stake his crown in the near
future against Dado Marino, Hawaiian
born Fil fighter with plenty of prom-
ise. ... Speaking of flyweights, Hono-
ldlu still is the home town of colorful
Freddy Imperial, Filipino topnotcher in

Freddy got a cut
of 21,000 bucks for his win over Elkey
Clarke, then English champ, on the east
“coast. ... That’s heavy sugar—you don’t
get that kind of dough even in boom
times like these....I doubt wheth-
er Champ Little Dado ever hit any-

The American
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“In our handling of the Japanese on
the West Coast we have actually made
certain of these people disloyal to
America and the democratic cause,
where a different treatment would have
had the opposite effect.”

There are only three kinds of people
in the United States, as far as loyalty is
concerned. They are either for us,
against us, or on the fence.

Those against us have been interned,
or if some are still at liberty, these will
be rounded up sooner or later. This is
a job for the authorities.

About those who are for us, we need
not worry. We need only assure them
of fair play and they will fight for this
country, come what may.

Our biggest challenge lies with those
on the fence. They must be won to our
side, and there is no place on earth
where loyalty can be instilled better
than in the United States.

We can foster loyalty—fervent, de-
vout loyalty—if we only make up our
minds to do so.

A segment of the Japanese popula-
tion here belongs to this class of “on
the fence” citizens. They can be con-
verted into 100 per cent Americans.
Their case is not hopeless. Others like
them have been won over completely,
to America. Their racial origin shou
make no difference, otherwise whyg
we have Japanese-American bg
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Hawaii after the war and their status
as "non-citizens” will make them con-
tinually “outsiders,” politically and eco-
nomically.

For the duration, their economic op-
portunities are unlimited. But after the
war they will return to their former
status of non-citizen workers and there-
fore will be subject to political football-
ing, particularly during election periods.

The Filipinos on the whole have
shown unquestionable loyalty to the
United States both in the Philippines
and in Hawaii. They deserve to be-
come American citizens if they so de-
sire. The privilege should not be de-
nied them. Filipinos are loyal Ameri-
cans at heart.

WORK
TO WIN




