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(I did not set up my recorder properly, but, I discovered my error as soon as the
interview was finished and I immediately replayed the tape and wrote down what I could
remember of Mr. Okamoto's responses.)

Rosalie Wax: Finst, I'd Like to know a Little bit about your Life before Pearl Harbor.
Thinking back to those days, before this awful event, how would you describe
your Lige?

George Okamoto was born in a small town in California. His father was a
gardener and had eight children, five boys and three girls. George is the
fourth child. A brother, two sisters and then George. He was eleyen years
old and in grade school at the time of the eyacuation.

Rosalie Wax: What do you remember about the §inst stages of the evacuation?

(I think I will henceforth put Mr. Okamoto's responses in the first
person. R.H.W.)

George Okamoto: My most vivid memory s Leaving ouwr home with overlLoaded suiteases and what
we could carrny - and wakking seven bLocks with this Load. When we Legt our
house all the neighbons stayed indoorns - no one came out to say "Good-bye'.
1 felt this very strongly - as if we were being treated Like traitons or
criminals .

We were sent fo Tanforan. 1 remember how crowded we were, how we had £o
stuff strnaw into mattrnesses to have something to sfeep on and how you had to
wait in Long Lines to brush yourn teeth.

(Mr. Okamoto again spoke of the pain he felt because he was being treated as
if he had done some wrong — like a dangerous criminal.)

1 §ongot to mention that on the train grom San Francisco to Tangoran, 1
tried to Look out the windows when we passed the town where T was born.

But the M. R's ondered us to keep all the window shades down. So 1 figured
Lt out by counting the white stones.

Rosalie Wax: Were there any of these experiences that you feel were the worst, that made
you feel the saddest?

George Okamoto: (Emphatically) Beding treated as a criminal.

Rosalie Wax: I have a question here that rneally bearns on this. How did you manage %o
cope with these experiences?

George Okamoto: Well, I was elLeven, and I did have a good time playing with the othen boys.
But, 1 think 1 coped mostly by not thinking about Lt. By keeping L£ out of
my mind.
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Where were you sent gron Tangoran?

To the Topaz Gntern in Utah. 1t was 4n an ofd niver bed and the dust was very
unpleasant.

Which experience do you recall most strhongly 4in Topaz?

The No-No business was the wornst time. My ofdest brothen said No-No and the entire
family was dependent on my ofdern brothern - so0 our parents and the seven other children
went 2o Tule Lake. My brothen felt that being asked these questions was an Lnsult
aftern what had been done to us. (Mr. Okamoto described the tension and anxiety

caused by the Military Questionnaire, but I cannot remember the details. It appears
to be one of the events he remembers most viyidly.)

Was your brothen a No-No orn did he just refuse fto answenr?
He was a No-No - he was 19 on 20 at the time.
(Mr. Okamoto then began to talk about Tule Lake.)

1didn't go to the WRAHigh School at Tule Lake - T went to the Dai Towa (Greater East
Asia School.)l T Leaxned to speak Japanese very well. 1 eyen noticed while going %o
Japanese school in Tule Lake that 1 got so 1 coukdn't speak English s0 well with my
Bglish speaking friends, 1 felt T was developing a Japanese accent.

Sometime in the Spring of 1944 the boys were holding an undo Dal (athletic tournament,)
The military police came in and arrnested my borther and another young man.

It was only a few years ago that my brother told me about something that had happened
to him in the stockade. The M. E's made by brothen stand against a wall while they
Lined up in front of him with guns. Then they told him Zo smoke his Last cigarette.
Fon akl these yearns my brother told no one about this. Subsequently my brothen ne-
nounced his citizenship and went Zo Japan.

(Mr. Okamoto then told me in detail how hard he had worked in the Japanese school.)

Was it helpful to have your family with you in Tule Lake?

T didn't know people outside of my gamily. 1 did not make friends. We were akl
Looking to my older brother for guldance.

Was there any person at Tule Lake whom you very much respected - o whom you could go
gon guldance?

(Very long pause) Not to anybody. There was no one.

ZI. There were three distinct language schools at Tule Lake. The Dai Towa, (Greater East
Asia) was the first to be organized. In late 1944, reliable respondents told me that the
teachers in this school did not approve of the Resegregationists. Early in 1945 T was told
that the Dai Towa had expelled teachers and students who had joined the Resegregationist
groups. /
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(After he left Tule Lake, in October of 1945, Mr. Okamoto worked his way through high
school, but he was two years behind. His sisters found work as maids. After he finished
 high school, at age 21, he enlisted in the Army. During the Korean War and because of

! his knowledge of Japanese he was able to serye in the Army Language School. [T felt that
enjoyed the irony of serying in the Military Intelligence only a few years after he and

his family had been stigmatized as "dangerous criminals".] After the war he went to college
on the G.I. Bill. He is now employed as Personnel Director of the Bay Area Social Work
Agency.) e

RW: Looking back, what part of your experience £& stiLL the hardest Lo bear?

Mr. Okamoto said that he felt most sorrow over the fate of his father who, after leay-
ing Tule Lake, was unable to find employment, became very depressed, and died at the age of
55. He also implied that he had become alienated from his oldest brother, who had renounced
his citizenship, gone to Japan and then returned to the United States. (Other respondents
have told me that Mr. Okamoto's brother was an ardent member of the young men's Resegrega-
tionist group.)
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Second Interview

Good morning, this is Professor Rosalie Wax.
Oh, Hi, Mrs. Wax, how are you?

I'm fine and I've been really going, how should I say, full steam ahead on
my interviewing; it's been very rewarding.
Good.

And also, because of the troubles of people, it's depressing, but I think
this 18 worth recording. And. .ome thing, I have found that it's useful to
eall people twice because some people think of things that they wish they
had told me.

Yeah, I got your letter.

Otherwise I could make an

Yes, I wondered if you have a little time now.
appointment.
No, I could talk to you now.

Oh, that's splendid. Did anything occur to you that you wished you had
told me? ;

Not really. I did think over, you know, that, really, I think I said
pretty much what I felt I wanted to say or you know knew about.

It was a very complete interview. I've made up a few extra questions,
based on what I've been finding out. For some people, the camp experience
helped to strengthen their families; for other people the camp experience
helped to break up the familiee. Would you care to say what happened in
your case?

Okay, in my case, as you know, my oldest brother had a lot of influence in
our family because he was around 18-19. And in Topaz he was very involved
in the "yes-yes, no-no" activities. And to me, my father was a very quiet
kind of person, so my oldest brother kind of took over the family in making
decisions. And so based on his decision I have a feeling that he also
influenced my second oldest brother, you know, my second oldest brother,
although he was also Kibei, he wanted to study in America here. But I
think through my oldest brother's influence, he answered those questions
"no-no" also. And therefore my father and mother also did because they
didn't want to split up the family so to speak. So we went to Tule Lake
and in Tule Lake, I went to this Japanese Language School that they
started, because they thought, well, we'll be sent back to Japan we better
learn to speak Japanese. In that effort I and my older sisters and so onm,
we didn't really want to go to that school especially when the English
speaking high school started. We wanted to go to English school. But it
was my oldest brother who kind of forced us to go to the Japanese school.
S0, based on that feeling and we were in that for two years, and based on
that feeling, I personally was, and I think my sisters were also very, when
we came back from camp to San Mateo, we were very, I personally was very
angry. And you know, I really didn't like my oldest brother. And I did a
lot of things like, you know, enlisting in the Army and so on, based on
trying to prove my loyalty and so on. It was not until ten years later in
1951. .let's see when did he come back, I went to Japan and saw him. .

Oh, did he go to. .
Yes, he went back to Japan from Tule Lake.

And he renounced his citizenship?
Right. And he went back to Japan about February, 1946 and he remained
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GO:

there and it was in 1951 that I went to Japan based on the Korean War, enlisting in the
Army, and then I met him and got to know him a little better, and you know, then this
strong feeling that I had for him tended to soften to a point where in 1960 when he didl
want to come back to the United States, he already had started a family, he asked me |
to be his sponsor and I was glad to do that and so on. So it took about that long, at |
least until 1951 when I went back and got to know him better, that I began to feel a /
little bit more comfortable being with him and that he was my brother.

You could resume your brotherly feelings.

Right. But until then I would say, me included, but my oldest sister especially, had
some very strong resentments against my oldest brother for being that dominant during
that period. Since then I've had no problems with him. In fact nowadays with. .8ince
we are able to talk about the "yes-yes, no-no" problem, I begin to feel that he was one
| of the more brave ones to take the contrary decision at that particular time. So I

\ have some respect for him because of the decisions he had made at the time.

I've talked to other men who've said "no-no" and went to Japan and I'm sure some of
them did it out of a sense of justice.
Yes.

They had been treated very unjustly and they weren't going to give in.
Yes.

That's kind of my feeling. Where does your brother live now?

He came back to the United States, lived for ten years here, then he got a job through
an American company to go back to Japan. So he did go back to Japan and he's there
gince, 8o he went back in 1970, I guess, thereabouts and he's living there and he's has
his eitizenship back. But he was until a eouple of years ago working for an American
ecompany, but now I think he's on his own.

Well, he's in Japan, I can't interview him.

No. Our family with my sisters and so on, we've always been together and so on. So I
don't think there is any effect so much from camp one way or the other, you know. It's
just that they live in San Jose and San Mateo, I live on the east bay in Richmond, so
there's a distance factor. But we get together when we have family get-togethers at
least once or twice a year. My second oldest brother who lives in Michigan, he does a
lot of flying to Asia. He drops in to see mother and whenver we try to get together,
like this August we're planning a get-together when he's in town and so on. So we try
to do these things when we can, especially since my mother is getting older to where
we're not sure how long. . .So that's why we try to do nowadays.

Do you think your second oldest brother might be willing to talk to me?
He might be, yeah.

Well, if you could tell me where he lives, why I could just ask him and explain and. .
And explain that I referred. .I thought I gave you his address a long time ago when you
first started to contact me, but let me see if I have it here; well try this address,
he may have moved, but I'll give you this address, okay.

I ean at least ask because I find that some of the people who said "no-no" and
especially people who have been to Japan, apparently have such, how should I say, such
terrible experience, they don't want to talk. It's a matter of repression.

That's true. Yes, it is very true and you know, many feel very guilty for doing what
they did, without realiaing that all this was put on by the govermment and that they
have no meason to feel guilty. But they do, and they feel that other people don't
like what whatever. So anyway, there are a lot of strong feelings amongst even the
Japanese American community to this day.
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RW:
GO:

RW:

Do you mean. . .
About being in Tule Lake or being identified at Tule Lake.

Being identified. .yes I've noticed that too. I plan in my report to make clear that
some people have been so traumatized that there is much that they don't want to talk
about .

That's very true. And even to this day.

Yes, even to this day, it's amazing. Do you have time for a couple of more questions?
Sure.

As you think back over what you have achieved in your lifetime, in what way did the
camp experience help you and in what way do you think the camp experience hurt you?
In terms of hurting first, it did get me behind two years in school, because I went.
I had to go to Japanese Language School instead of English School and therefore when I

| got out of camp, I've been two years behind. I ended up with having a slight accent

you know, especially in the beginning and therefore it was a matter of feeling not
self-confident, feeling that I'm two years behind my other school mates that we went to
school together, they were two yearse ahead of me and this kind of thing. And this had
a lot of effeet on me for many, many years, you know, especially in my young years.

But now, I don't have any feelings about it, but I do realize that it did have a bad
effect on me.

It was difficult during your young manhood.

Right. But now in terms of looking back I feel that having participated in the family
that went "no-no'", having been able to learn Japanese at that time and since then I've
gone to Army Language School during the Korea War and I continued to use my Japanese to
the point where many people who even went to Army Language School during World War II
and even the Korean War, they've forgotten their Japanese, but I've kept mine up, to
where every year, I use it for my professional association when delegates come from
Japan, I act as the official interpreter and people hear me speak and they think that
I'm from Japan. Anyway, I feel positiveness in terms of my ability to speak Japanese;
ability. .well because of that experience also I think I feel I've proven my loyalty to
this country, I don't have to do that anymore. If people accuse me, I could talk back
to them without feeling hesitant, without feeling you know less competant or whatever.
So from that standpoint especially in today's day, where things have come out in the
open where I don't have to have these guilt feelings. I feel a lot stronger now I
feel, because of my experiences. To make sure this thing doesn 't happen again. And I
think we have something going there in that people may accuse of being disloyal and so
on, but actually to me, it's harder to talk about and to make a wrong right. It's
harder to do that than to just sit back and let things happen you see. So from that
standpoint I feel very strongly that I'm doing the right thing.

I imagine you feel that if anything like this were tried again you would really speak
out.

Oh, there is no question in my mind about that, regardless of what it takes, I'm not
used to picketing or whatever, but whatever it takes, I would definitely. . .

Do you feel that you've had to work especially hard in your life in order to make up
for the years you spent in camp?.

Yes, definitely. When we got out of camp, all of us. .the two oldest brothers were not
here, in other words, my oldest brother went back to Japan, my second oldest brother he
was. <he got out of camp in Tule Lake in December, January, but he decided to go to
college in the Midwest, Park College in Kansas, in Kansas City, Missouri.

Yes, I know where that it.

Yeah, so anyway I was left as the next male, you know, I had two older sisters, but as
the next male, I had the family responsiblity. But all of us were still going to
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high school or to school and my father was the only one earning money because my
mother had high blood pressure and couldn't, and therefore, because of that, I felt the
pressure and felt again because of my oldest brother forecing us to go to, you know,
Japanese school and so on, all that kind of feeling I felt very resentful and also
having this burden on me when there were the two oldest brothers. We were told that our
oldest brothers are to be the people in the family who are supposed to take over and so
on; I'm right in the middle and I end up being responsible. I had a lot of hard
feelings there along that line of being very resentful in my young days. Now I feel,
well, now I don't feel that strongly nmaturally and take it on, as oh well, it was a
good experience, let's say, and let it go at that.

I had the same experience of being the oldest in the family and my father running

off, but now that I look back on it, it did me a world of good. At the time it was
difficult. You get a kind of maturity and self confidence. There is one more and you
may have answered it, but you're a very intelligent man and you always think of
something helpful to say. As you think about yourself and your sense of stability and
security, do you feel that the camp experience left you with a sense of insecurity and
even damage?

Yeah, I feel that, you know, had this mot happened to us, we could have during the war
years, you know, I hate to talk about money, but I'm talking in terms of in general,
there was a lot of momey made by people who stayed because of the inflationary rates
and so on, and working for the defense of the country. We could have probably, my
father's parents could have afforded a higher life insurance premiums, you know, of
payments and so on so that they would be covered and protecting the family, and a lot
of savings could have been taken, had we not been gone for four years. I do feel

that I probably would have been in a better position now had this not happened.
Definitely, because there are a lot of decisions I made in adult life because I
couldn't get into college as soon as I wanted to, you know, we could have had better
life insurance, which would have kept my mother going and so on, give her a better life
to live and so on. I think we really missed out. I think in the Japanese Americans as
a whole, sure, there are many people that made it since them. But they could have made
it more. They could have had more monetary stability, had this not happened. Speaking
for myself and for the community as a whole, I feel that defnitely we lost out quite a
bit, more than the amount we are even seeking.

This ought to be kind of obvious to everyone, but people don't accept. . .

Well, they keep telling us that well, everybody suffered during the war, you know, and
try to brush it under just with that kind of comment, which is to me, very irritating
because at least they had a choice. We didn't, and that to me is a big difference.

And they weren't stigmatized as criminals or dangerous people.
Right.

Many people I've talked to - this is very deep - how much they resent - they couldn't
believe it.
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GEORGE OKAMOTO Nev. 28, 1981
Barmnninndfign

Bern: 1930

Melino (?) , GAhkfmmk California

(I did not set up my recerder preperly, but,inwunebteadewnnMesnfkannteian
I discoveredmy errer as soom as the iwterview was finished and mxexkw
dewnuwhatn I immediately sxtxdmwnmandmwmate replayed the tane and

wrote down xk what I could remomber of Mr. Ckamote's responses,)

First, I'd 1ike to knew a little bit about your life befere Pearl
Harbor. Thinking back teo theose days, before this awful event, how
would you describe your 1life?

GO. was bern in a small tewm in Cailfornia. His father was a

gardener and had eight childrem, 5 beys and 3 girls, NemmimmbneGeorge is the
fourth child. A brother, two sisters and then B Beorge, He was 11

years old and in grade scheel at the time of the evacuation,

RW: What do you rmember about the first stages of the evacuation?

(I think I will henceforth £mx put Mr. Okakamote's reponses in the
first person. R.H. W.)

My most vivid memery is leaving our home with overloaded suitcases
and what we could carry - and wkakix walking seven blecks with this Qouede »
¥, Vhen we left our house all the neighbors stayed indeors - no

one came out to say, "Goed-gye." I felt this very stremgly - as if we Wye
~{-ews being treated like $ traitor’ or & criminal® .

We were sent to Tanforan. I remember how crowded we were, hew we had to
stuff straw inte mattresses te have somefhing to sleep on and hew

you had to wait in leng lines te brush your teeth,

¥xsx(Mr. O, again ssabissedsbbsspakax spoke of the pain be felt
because kmxa he was being treated as if he had done some wromg --
like a damgerous criminal.)

I forgot to mention that om the traim from San Francisce to Tanferan,
I tried to loek out the windows whern we passed the town where I was
born, But the M. P,'s ordered us tc keep all the windew shades down.

Se I figured it out by counting the white stones,

Were there any of these e xperiences that you feel were the worst, that made
you feel the saddest?

(Emphatically) Being tteated as a criminal.

I have a guestion here that really bears on this. Hpw did you manage
to cope with these sxperiences?

Well, I was 11, and I did have a goed time playing with the other
kinxx boys, But I think I coped mostly by not thimking about it.
By keeping it out of my mind,

RW: Where were you sent from Tanforan?
GO: To the Topaz Cenber in Utah, It was in an old river bed and the dust
Was very unpleasant.,
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1. There were three distinct language schools at Tule Lake, The Dgi

Towa, Inumsmkataynkhmenknend i xek ( Greater East Asia) was the first
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In late 194);, reliahle respindents told me that mbhhemanhmnhndhd

the teachers in this scheol did ‘not approve of the Resegregationsts,
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The—No- ”“hg§ingssxygswthe worgh, time. ~My~brether-said. Ne-no-.and-the-entire
f4mily was dep€ndent €n my eTder ‘brotifer

RW: Which experience de you recall most stremgly in Topaz?
G): The No-No business was the worst time. My oldest brother said Ne-Ne and
the entire family was deperdent on my older brother -So our parents
and the szwmmmihem seven other childrem wewt teo Tule Lake. My brother :
felt that being askedThese questions was an insult after what had been done B ws »
+o theam, (Mr, Okamoto described the tension and amnxiety caused by the
xikxkx Military Questiomnaire, but I cannot remember the desails.xRx¥Wxyx
It appears to be one of the egents he remmmbers most xk=ksk vividly.)

EW: Was your brother a Ne-No or did he just refuse to ansmmxx=w answer?
G): He was a No-No - he wasA19 ®r 20 at the time.
(Mr. Okamotc then began to talk ahout Tule Lake.)

GO: I dida't go kwmx te the WRA High Schocl at Tule Lake - I went to the
Dai Towa daggs (Creater East Asia Scheol. )Y I learmed to speak Japanese

: 8 Thisibﬁurﬁfﬁggggﬁi in block-2%, crgani;ed‘bj?ﬁ@achers whod¥danot support
AThe”Resegregf»iou%spﬂﬂfbupﬂ.‘EghueiundmynqﬁpnuhAgupuﬁﬁmnmmﬁn;anemﬁm
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very well. I even noticed while geing to Japanese schecl im Tule Lake that
I got so I couldn't speak English so well with my English speaking friemds.
I felt I was developing a Japanese accent.

Sometime in the Spring cf 1944 the boys were holding an‘tféﬁ Kea (athletic
tournament, The military police came in .and arresgxpy brother and another
young man.

It was only a few years age that my brother told me abcut something
that had happend te him in the stockade. The M.P,'s made my brother stand
against a wall while they lined up in fremt of him with gums. Then they
teld him to smoke his last cigarette. #X For all xmx these years my brother

teld no cne about this. Subsequently my brother remcumnced his citizenship
and went to Jappan.

(Mr. Okamoto them told me &n detail how hard hs Wad worked in the
Jananese school,)

RW:  Was it helpful to have your family with you in Tule Lake?

GO: I didn't know people cutside of my family. I did nct make friends., We
were all lecking to my older brother fer guidance,

RW: Was there any person at Tule Lake whem ycu very hwuch respedted - to

whem you could go for guidance.

GO: (Very long pause) Phenmmmsmmmxmrexcxmmmemmmmane Not to anybedy. Tlere
Wwas no.one,

(After he left Tule Lake, in October of ¥945, Mr. Okamoto worked his way

through high scheol, but he was two years behind, His sisters foumd work as

maids. After he finished Highx high school,at age 21, he enlisted in the

Army . During the Korean war hexmmpweduinxhhecntncfcnamnychenguagansohanh
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xx=xeand because of his knowlege of Japanese he was able to serve in the
\ !Q_,';"" '.} A-t

Army Language School, (He #weh enjoyed the irony of bEimgxeazexidexasnxainnhflhna
xxeweixasxaxdzgbx kxemxiEdxasnand hradhorcacticacHENENCaCENRANWRRENARNA
serving in the Military Intelligence enly a few years after he hamxkemx

and his family had been stigmatized as XZAKE¥ "dangerous criminals",)

After the war he went to college on the G.I. Bill,eofxRighkxsx He is now
employed

wexking/as Personnel Dirgctor of the Bay Area Sccial wmxk Work Agency.

W: Looking back, what part of you experience 1s still the hardest to bear?
fo Okamoto said that he RXk= felt most sorrow over the fate of his father
who, after leaving Rwdkx¥x Rule Lake, was unable to find employment, became
very depressed, and died at the age of 55, He alsc implied that he had
become alienated from his oldest brether, who had remaunced his citizenship,
gone to Jypan and them returned to the United States. (Other respondents

have teold me that Mr. Okamoto's brother was an ardent member of the

voung mens' Resegregationist group.)
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recerder) and ef urse I we 1S€ yauraname,
I'd 1like te knew little bi eut yeur life befere Pearl Haeber
king back te these daj befere bhis awful event, hew wruld yeu
yeur life?

aliferntnis - bern in small tewn +(Melene?) father
a gardener, ha ® eight children - ) beys and B girls.
Ben is the feurth child - mmExEx a brether, twe sisters
then Ben =
four years eld
dent te¢ Japan for six memnths when Ben a small child # slder brether
stayed there fer several years
SO LT
bera in, 1933y - § ymirs eld and in grade scheel at time of
ef mvacuatien,

Whnat de yeu remmeber abaut t he first stages ofxmx the evacuatirn?

Mest vivid membery is leaving with everleaded suitcases and what they
ceuld carry - and walking seven blecks with this lead -
Alse remebers feeling like xx® he was beinz treated like a criminal
Jhen they wembmbmmmr left thier house all neignbers stayed in deers -
18 ene weuld siy Geed-bye - felt this very strgnly -
as if they were dangereus and driminal,
id with much feeling)

Were sent te Tauferan -
Remembers hew cerwded, - hew had te stuff straw inte mattresses te
able te sleep - wait in leng lines te brush yeur teeth -
Azain mentiens sadness a pain at being rejected as ¥x a2 criminal -

"erzet te mentiem that em traim frem San Fransixce te Tanferan , he tried
te leek eut the windewn at the tewn he was bern - # but g MP (s
erder~d them te keen mx all the windewn shades dewn,

She he fisured it eut by the whitle stems.

Tells mere of hardshiss ef Tanferan.

Jere tikmxx there any ef these experiences that yeu feel was the werst

makes yveu feel sad,

Being treated as criminal, (Beems te¢ have imeressed him deeply at
age 11,)
0y Emzmxhireemiex mymi nxfiznmxaxmicexiid danznfogxju s apbngnuibinnonen bapsun

Rave a questien here that really bears en this. Hew did yeu manage
te seee with this?
Well, thexkaxx he wags 11 and did have a gecd time playingz with
the ether ebys,
But thinks he ceped mestly by net thinking abeut it - by keeping it
sut ef his mind,

Then sent te Tepaz Center in Utah -

mentiens the uneleasant dust - aneld river bed -
xxxMxXxkxx The Ne-~ lle. business was the werst time -
His brether said Ne-Ne- and, I gather urged sther ypung men te
"de se,
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Entire f y xnx dependent en elder brether - he re: y led them
—— Se, since ke w lo aXIxwEwx the wsarents and 8 child

ldren went
te Tule Lal

W. Which exserience weuld yeu recall
The Ne Ne business was werst
Betrer Ne ne see srevisus z
Felt that being asked these ques
dene te them,
/ 4 o \
(very leng descrtipen here

an insult after what has

J

lently much angry ameng

just that

evi
this make v faml anxi
VALS M&Ke Viu I1eel anXlel

t ks general tensi

% o, I e R e T 1 & i & ;i
RW Was : r a Ne-Ne er did he just refuse te answer?
- He was a Ne-Ne

Ne.
Berther was 19 er 20 at this time.
Then tellsg me that did ze te WR“ high scheel but te
the BETYTWWEYYH¥Y Dai Tewa Juku (Greater East Asia Scheel)
*d te seeak Jasanese very well -

neticed in Tule Lake that he cxmhemmabmam aRkmx as he
ttended this scheel he ceuld net

1€

- Where he learn

speakEnglish se well
Bmglish sseaking friemds - felt ne develesed s
accent -

Seery ef what haspd8nd ts his brether -
' sering ef 19l wxmemhmh bovs were

XX mmimmidan
mirlitary eselice came in and arrested ais elde

yeung mamn -

r

Onlu a few years age - his brether teld &x him t .

against a wall, teld him te sm his last cig
trxRxixk while they lined ue with guns - (why thevdi
say) = this hrether subse

! quently remncunced his ci
weat te Jawvan,

(D f . N
(Berther wxvmx evidently teld ne ene abeut this - fer

RW. Yes, and it affected him se much that he didn't tell yeou until a few
years age.

and 3 sisters

V,J:gs J_T lv,f"-lv;f‘Lj, Le have y f ('d“il,’/’ YN—-”LJ” Y e
Exelaias that he did net knew mecrsle eutside

1id net make friends,

das there any eersen at Tule Lake wnem v ¢ muah res
x®% BT (Thinks a leng while and exelains that there

Rizk Sad sicture ef iselatien.)

Was ne

RWe. - Were there any ef tne teachers im thne Jasanese scheel..
1 guess, xkxEkx what I'm asking is whe weuld you ge te fer advice

in a sericus xXkmskmxx skkxskimwx thing at veur age?

had neene,- "Net te anybedy" ,




Takeshita 3.
New teld me hew, after he left Tjge Lake iw Octeber of 1945, we went te
high schesl but was twe yeams Nmitwi wehind, because of his swix geing te
% Javanese scheel at Tule Lake, After fimishing High Hcheel, he enlisted in
/the army and served during the ¥mxEawomx war with Kerea - he alse served
in the J U.S. Army language scheel, where he knowledgze of Japanese was
of great melp. Was 21 when ke began teo serve in Kerean war.
After the war he went te celleg en the G. I. bill.
He is new mx werkimg as directer of a secial werk x=m amcy, I xaxk can't

remember the name, but it seunded pretty impressive. xXix After lemg discussien

of his )mxk present cemminity servimg werk, I wxxxx asked:

RW? Leeking wack, what paxoooexk part of yeur experiemce is till the hardest
Ll R IF evran 2
t® bear, Mr, Takeshita said that ke was-mest xw distarbed- oy the

fate of his father im the years after the fzmily left Tule Lake. His father
was unable tmfxfioix te find empleyment, became very depressed, and died at
tﬁ?ﬂi‘? of 55, (He had alse teld me srevieusly hew, immediately after the

‘iwar, he werked his way threugh scheel and mw that his sisters had

werked as live im maids, se as te Ximxk kXwk te be able te continue their eduationnm,




Served in Kerean w.r =

b 4

LS =-

Twe years Jawanese Scheel - berind twe years wren started high - thean war
ok

sevvice - them cellege ra GI. bill ef ri
\/\/Y/(/(\ »\
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Dai Tewa - Sadly Yamghire, wife of a Jasanese scheel teacher teld me that

the Dai Tewa (Greater East Asia ) scheel -
The Dai Tewa (GEA) . This is the scheel of bleck 25 of which Geerge Kumitani

is suppesed te be primcipal. This scheel has kicked sut all Hekeku peosle
and will net have them as teachers or studemts. This is the first
Japanese schesl Aeunded im Tule Lake, After Nerdean's last visit the name was
changed te Tule Lake Gakuem (Educatiemal Imstitutiem). This scheel is
indepeddant frem the very large camp-wide scheel, Fieldnotes - Feb, 1l, 1945,
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/ — Bl 1%, B
RWs Good morning, this is Professor Resalie Wa#.
GO: Oh, Hi)Mrs. Wax, how are you?
RWs I'm fine and I've been really going, how should I say, full

, 0! Y. RW: Zndk
steam ahead on my interviewing; ite¢h&s been very rewarding,and
also,heu:shn&i&“f%nqh because of the troubles of people, it's
depressing, but I think this is worth recording. And..one thing,
Ibat 1 haﬂygound that iésbs useful to call people twice becas e some
people think of things that they wish they had told me.
GO: Yeah, I got your letter.
jﬁ[L__I“$£;§g¢’butwyou seemed~to~have-gone-out-of-towm.
GO s—~Yoalt.
RW3 Ye;, I wondered if you have a little time now.8therwise I could

make an appointment.

GOs No, I could talk to you now.

)
RWs Oh, thatsi¥ splendid. Did anything occur to you that you wished

you had told me?

GPs Not really. I did think over, you know, that, really, I think

I said pretty much what I felt I wanted to say or you know knew about.
RW: It was a very complete interview. Te®mn I've made up a few extra
questions, based on what I've been finding out. For some people, the
camp experience helped to strengthen their families; for other people
the camp experience helped to break up the families, amd Would you
care to say what happened in your case?

GOs Okay, in my case, as you know, my oldest brother had a lot of
influence in our family because he was around 18-19.And in Topaz he
was very involved in the "yes,yes, no-no" activities.énd to me, my

father was a very quit kind of person, so my oldest brother kind of
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took over the family in making decisions‘hnd S0 based on his decision
I have a feeliﬁé@%; also influenced my second oldest brother, you
know, my second oldest brother, although he was also Kibei, he

wanted to study in America here, Eut I think through my olkst
brother's influence, he answered those questions "no-ngj" alsogs

fand therefore my father and mother also did because thedeidn't

want to split up the family so to speak. So we went to Tule Lake and
in Tule Lake, I went to this Japanese Language School that they
started, because they thought, well, we'll be sent back to Japan

we better learga to speak Japgnese. In that effort I and my older

NalaAd

sisters and so on, we didn'tkwant to go to that school weedidy especially

when the English speaking high school started. We wanted to go to
English school, But it was my oldest brother who kind of forced us to
go to the Japanese school.

SHSoy--that 187 he--kepi. you-fromviit-was. for him only. the-Japaness
school. and no English-sehovol. ;

G&s So, bBased on that feeling and we were in that fordgsyears, and
based on that feeling, I personally was, and I think my sisters were
also very, when we came back from camp to San Mateo, we were very, I
personally was very angry.&nd you know, I really didn't like my
oldest brother. And I did a lot of things like, you know, enlisting
in the Qrmy and so on)based on trying to prove my loyalty and so on.
It was not until 10 years later in l9?!fét's see when did he come
back, I went to Japan and saw him..

RWs Oh, did he go to..

GOs Yes, he went back to Japan from Tule Lake.

RWs And he renounced his citizenshipg
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GOs Right. And he went back to Japan about February, 1946 and he
[

remained|there and it was in 1951 that I went to Japan based on the
Korean War, enlisting in the army, and then I met him and got to

know him a little better, and you know, then this strong feeling that
I had for him tended to soften to a point where in 1960 when he did
want to come back to the United States, he already had started a
family, he asked me to be his sponsor and I was glad to do that and
so on. So it took about that long, at least until 1951 when I went
back and got to know him better, that I began to feel a little bit
more comfortable being with him and that he was my brother.

RW: You could resume your brotherly feelings.

GOs Right. But until then I would say, me included,but my oldest
sister especially)had some very strong resentments against my oldest
brother for being that dominant during that period. Since then I've
had no problems with him. In fact nowadays with..since we are able
to talk about the "yes-yes, no-no" problem, I begin to feel that he
was one of the more brave ones to take the contrary decision at that
particular time. So I have some .ebher respect for him because of the

decisions he had made at the time.

RWs 1I've talked to other men who've éiad "no-no" and went to Japan
r ® .!“li

and I'm sure some of them did it out of a sense of Justlce.A if-yuu

see~wHat-I-mean;—-that ﬂhey'hgd been treated very unjustly and they
weren't going to give 1ni€iihat é\kind of my feellng. Where does
your brother live riow?

GO: He wame back to the United States, lived for 1 years here,
then he got a job through an American company to go back to Japn,

80 he did go back to Japan and he's there since, so he went back in
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1970, I guess, thereabouts and he's living there and he's has

his citizenship backe Put he was until a couple of years ago working
for an American company, but now I think he'’'s on his own.

RW: Well, he's in Japan, I can't interview him.

GO:s No.

SR el I'arvery~happy'to,hear.t.professigggl nen.-espedially

ee-iterviewed, their famidies are—still spddde And they Teel

very; very badry” about “this.

:ﬁeﬁ Our family with my sisters and so on, we've always been together
and so on, 80 I don't think there is any effect so much from camp one
way or the other, you know. It's just that they live in San Jose

and San Mateo, I live on the east bay in Richmond, so there's a
distance factor, But we get together when we have family get-togethers
at least once or twice a year. My second oldest brother who lives in
Michigan, he does a lot of flying to Asia.fﬂe drops in to see

mother and whenever we try to get together, like this August we're
planning a get-together when he's in town and so on. So we try to

do these things when we can,especially since my mother is getting
older to where we're not sure how long,'§o that's why we try to do
nowadays . .

RW: Do you think your second oldest brother might be willing to

talk to me?

GOs He might be, yeah.

RWs Well, if you could tell me where he lives, why I could just

ask him and explain and..

GO: And explain that I referred..I thought I gave you his address

a long time ago when you first started to contact me, but let me see
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if I have it here; well try this address, he méght have moved, but
I'11 give you this address, okay.‘ His name is..his last name is
/the same, but Yuzuru and his English name is John. Now he used

' %0 be at 816 Patricia Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103. The phone

\number is area code 313-761-4026.

RW: I can at least ask because I find that some of the people who
said "no-no" and especially people who have been to Japan, apparently
have such, how should I say, such terrible Experience, they don't
want to talk. It's a matter of repression.

G0s That's true. Yes, it ¥s very true and you know, many feel very
gulty for doing what they did, without realizing that all this was
put on by the government and that they have no reason to feel guiltyy
‘Eut they do,and they feel that other people don't like what whatever.
So anyway, there are a lot of strong feelings amongst even the
Japanese American community to this day.

RWs Do you mean..

GOs About being in Tule Lake or being identified at Tule Lake.

RW: Being identified..yes I've noticed that too. JS@t—how=shewld I
Say, Mot g0 ing~to Sskip.tihds. I plan ¥ in my report to make clear
that some people have been so traumatized that there is much that they
don't want to talk about.

GO: That's very true. And even to this day.

RW: Yes, even to this day, it's amazing. Do you have time for a
couple of more questions?

GO:s Sure.

RW: As you think back over what you have achieved in your lifetime,
in what way did the camp experience help you and in what way do you

think the camp experience hurt you?
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kWb
GO: In terms of hurting first, it did get me behind @ years in

school, because I went..I had to go to Japanese Language school
instead of English school and therefore when I got out of camp,

I've been';”§ears behind. I ended up with having a slight accent

you know, especially in the beginning and therefore it was a matter
of feeling not self-confident, feeling that I'm%Eﬂbears behind my
other school mates that we went to school together, they wereJifyears
ahead of me and this kind of thing. And this had a lot of effect on
me for many, many years, you know, especially in my younger years.

But now, I don't have any feelings about it, but I do realize that

it did have a bad effect on me.

RW: It was difficult during your young manhood.

it
GO: Right. But now in terms inxlooking back I feel that having

participated in the family that went "no-no", having been able to

learn Japanese at that time and since then I've gone to Army @anguage
School imskeseessduring the Korea War and I continued to use my
Japanese to the point where many people who even went to Army Language
_School during World War II and even the Korean War, they've forgotten
their Japanese, but I've kept mine up, to where every year, I use it
for my professional association when delegates come from Japan, I

act as the official interpreter and people hear me speak and they think
that I'm from Japan. Anyway, I feel positiveness in terms of my
ability to speak Japanese; ability..well because of that experience
also I think I feel I've proven my loyalty to this country, I don't
have to do that anymore. If people accuse me, L have—a-badk..l

could talk back to them without feeling hesitant, without feeling

you know less competant or whatever, 8o from that standpoint especially

in today's day, where things have come out in the open where I don't
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have to have these guilt feelings. I feel a lot stronger now I

feel, because of my experiences. To make sure this thing doesn't
happen again.énd I think we have something going there in that people
may accuse of being disloyal and so on, but actually to me, it's
harder to talk about and to make a wrongb\right, If’s harder to do
that than to just sit back and let thingé happen you see. So from
that standpoint I feel very strongly that I'm doing the right thing.
RW: I imagine you feel that if anything like this were tried again
you would really speak out.

GO: Oh, there is no question in my mind about that, regardless

of what it takes, I'm not used tﬁpicketing or whatever, but whatever

it takes, I would definitely..
RW: Do you feel that you've had to work especially hard in your
life in order to make up for the years you spent in camp?
GOs Yes, definitely. When we got out of camp, all of us..the two
oldest brothers were not here, in cther words, my oldest brother went
back to Japan, my second oldest brother he was..he got out of camp
in Tule Lake in December, January, but he decided to go to college
iéj&idwest, Park College in Kansas, in Kansas City, Missouri.
RWs Yes, I know where that is.
GOs Yeah, so anyway I was left as the next male, you know, I had

}W% older sisters, but as the mext male, I had the family responsibilitye
ﬁut all of us were still going to;high school ogfschool and my father
was the only one earning money because my mother had high blood pressure
and couldn't, and therefore,because of that,I felt the pressure and
felt again because of my oldest brother forcing us to go to,
ya know, Japanese school and so on, all that kind of feeling I felt

very resentful_and also having this burden on me when there were the
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two oldest brothers.wg were told that our oldest brothers are to be
the people in the family who are supposed to take over and so on;j;
I'm right in the middle and I end up being responsible. I had a

lot of hard feelings there along that line of being very resentful

in my young days. Now I feel, well, now I don't fell that strongly
+ N o

naturally and take it on, as oh well, r#ﬁé\a good experience, let's

say, and let it go at that.
RWs I had the same experience of being the oldest in the family and
my father running off, but now that I look back on it, it did me a

world of good. At the time it was difficult. You get a kind of

)»!L

maturity and self confidence. There is one more thaé,you may have
answered it, but you're very intelligent man and you always think

of something helpful to say. As you think aBout yourself and your
sense of stability and security, do you thsﬁijéﬁat the camp experience
left you with a sense of insecurity and even dgmage?

GOs Yeah, I feel that, you know, if=irts h;giggt happened to us, we
could have during the war years, you know, I hate to talk about money,
but I'm talking in terms of/égneral, there was a lot of money made

by people who stayed because of the inflationary rates and so on,

and working for the defense of the country. We could have probably,
my father's parents could have afforded a higher life insurance
premiums, you know, of payments and so on so that they would be
covered and protecténg the family, and a lot of savings could have
been taken, had we not been gone for k &ears. I do feel that I
probably would have been in a better position now had this not

happened. Definitely, because there are a lot of decisions I made

in adult life because I couldn't get into college as soon as I
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wanted to, you know, we could have had better life insurance, which
would have kept my mcher going and son on, give her a better life

to live and so on. I think we really missed out. I think in the
Japanese Americans as a whole, sure,there are many people that made
it since then, But they could have made it more, Tﬁey could have had
more monetary stability, had this not happened. Speaking for myself
and for the community as a whole, I feel that definifely we lost out
quite a bit, #:g:izan the amount we are even seeking.

RW: This ought to be kind of obvious to everyone, but people don't
accept..

GOs Well, they keep telling us that well, everybody suffered during

the war, you know, and try to brush it under just with that kind of

comment, which is to me, very irritating because at least they had

a choice, We didn't,and that to me is a big difference.

RW: And they weren't stigmatized as criminals or dangerous people.
GOs Right.
RWs Many people I've talked to - this is very deep - how much they

resent - they couldn't believe it,

END OF INTERVIEW #




Geerge @kamete, age 11;
My mest yivdd memory is leaving heme with$ everleaded suitcases and
what’we ceuld carry - and walking sevew blocks with this lead. When
we left our neused all the nefghbers stayed indeers - ng ene came

out $o0 say, "Gerf-bye", /I felt this very stremgly - as it we were

\
\

being treated like traiters er a criminal./

a4
Keshire Furukawa,xagexxaxdissixxkiexzarodf 18 predaser |

A

Our leyalty was questiened and this is what ! ed, add this is
the cause ef my trouble at Tule Lake. Becau: jidn't cemply with
the registratien erders, and I was placed there and labeled a dis-

leyal citizen of America. And I've had to live wk with that fer all

these years, .. The fact is that we were very leyal, we were extremely
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INJUSTI CE, INSECURITY, EXXMX STIGMA

Mest respcndents made statements that concimunhpnlnmulmmnuuﬁmmuhm
reflect
an abiding sense of injustice -- they have suggxx sufferedd qa great Wreng
that has never been righted. /Intimate]y related te this censcious sense
of injustice ix is ummmnmmmmnunmmbhmmnnlannnixmmywp;my;@hngmmnmmmmhhhy
za haunting sense of insecuriy . Ne persen confined in the camps can
ever bexemmx feel cempletely sure that Thiexpxixdxhxoxpexcenzex the
painful and humiliating experiences ef exvacuation and deténtien may Xux
RRExXiEXX® net once again be ferced upen them, ot anmthcnemcccéenmmyulmny
Egyod ooy werxxeenemfimnomd  And fer three or feour years they were
obliged te 1ive in a situation where they were treated, day in and day out,
as of they were criminals er "dangereus peeple",
Arthur Kxkiszwi Kikuchi, a Nisei, age 15;
After we were evacuated and all, citizenship ne longer meant anything
Se we ke lenger weuld be surprised with any meve that the geverument
weuld make, The citizenship was werthless. From that standpoint, we
theught we weuld net be gidven a day in court . . I'd still like
a preper hearing, . . The fact of the bleakness of the future -
net knewling what did 1ie ahead.QS;?ni-;/ A7 o il
LiEGE&GCBSﬂﬁQCGCNG@SGCE@GCEQC
Lillian Nema, a Nisei, age 19:
Because I tieticed when the war started my classmates stepped talking
te me. On the street they didn't evep see me ..., Even mnew, peeple, ,
N\ ~Just because of yeur Oriental features yeu'r€ net censidered American,
Jennifer Chan, a Nisej, age 16: 7
/Tin Califernia)

The principal at+—) Highscheel/dsked us nette come to schosl anymere
— = 7 AT

~beCause we were Japanese American. o o It ie8-still 2 "nightmare" fer me

te think that we were put in cencentratien camp in American when we
are American citizens by birth, Ib happendd to us ;0 years ago,

« « but every ence in a while it ceme back te me, I mkwkt den't

think I will ferget it completely,




he
American. And this is what I really resented all these years{: that
I was denied to be an American., Seme of kimuwk the young men had
been drafted and then theyw were rejected amd sent te camp.

whe left Tule Lake on December 25, 1945 and expatriated te
Jennifer Chan, age 18, wkmyxiodfkficaccemcanted her parents and six

skkxxngmmonmidgmanm Japan with her parents and six siblings.
never
I would xmk/like to see aby American citizen being sent te camp without

a hearing and being locked up fer almest feur years becauses we were
ef Japanese ancestry., We had a very hard time starting all ever
again mmaimmmmmflanbiyxnasnanfaniiyygnandamanygn and eur family were
all separated., After Tule Lake we never get tegether as a family,
and many nights I cried myself to sleep. In Japan, we were hated
by the Japanese,
Arthur Kikuchi, age 19:
In answer to the question, "What part ef the experience wx is
still hardest te bear, Mr. Kukuchi respendend:
I rhink the incarceraticn witheut a hearing; and I still wake
up at unpredictable times and I'm still in camp, and I wake up in a
pecl of ==mw sweat., That pgas been the teoughest. . Te this day I'm
xxXx still in camp. So that's a nightmare, a recurring nighthare. . .
I think if T were paying fer a crime, you'd say to yourself, "Well, I de-
serve te bhe put there; but if it isn't, then the anguish, the mental

anguish. . .




