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254 Nighibaru, Ozeki-lura
Mii-Gun, Fukuoka, Japan
Vey 14, 1947,

Wayne I, Collins

Attorney at Law

1721 Mille Tower

220 Bush Street

San Franciesco, California,

In Re Equity 8ult No, 25294, In behalf of renunclants,

Dear Sir:

You are hereby requested and authorized to include me,
3unao Akiyoshi, in Equity Suit No, 250904 An the U, 8. DPletrict
court for the Northern District of California, Southern
Division, which you are handling,

My folks are residing in Los Angeles which you may refer
to for any assistance regarding my case, The name and address

1g Tokichi Akivoshi, 3532 Bellevue Avenue, Los Angeles 26,
California,

Thank You,

Respectfully Yours,
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August 18, 1947

Mr. Tokichi Akiyoshi,
3532 Bellevue Avenue,
Los Angeles 26, California.

Dear Mr. Akiyoehi:

Your son, Sunao Akiyoshi, wrote me
under date of May 14th that he wished me to
add his name to the list of parties plaintiff
in equity suit No. 25294-G.

In order tc have your son included in
the above named suit it is important that
you send me immediately his age, address,
date and place of birth and place where he
renounced hig citizenship.

I would also thank you to send me the
same information for your other son, Masayukl
. Akiyoshi, also in Japan.

Very truly yours,
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Wayne M, Collins
, Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California, U.S.A,
AIR LETTER December 13, 1954

Dear Mr, Sunao Akiyoshi:

The affidavits you sent to me are inadequate in certain parti-
culars. Therefore I wish you to send to me by air mail answers to
the following questions.

When was your home burned? Where was your home?

Was it burned down before you renounced U,S., citizenship or after?
Where were you living before evacuation?

To what Assembly Center were you sent? When?

To what WRA Center were you transferred? When?

Were your father and mother evacuated at the same time?

Were your parents both Japanese citizens?

When and where were you married?

Is your wife a U.S, citizen, renunciant or alien?

If you have any children what are their names?

When were they born? Where were they born?

In what camp were you at the time you applied for repatriation to
Japan? Did you make more than one application? . If so, when and
where?

What was the name of the pro=Japanese leader of the Hokoku Seinen
Dan who told you (as you state in answer to question 8(B) in the
affidavit) it was permitted by the WRA and said you were going to
be deported to Japan anyway and that you should learn the Japanese
language, culture and customs? Was he an Issei? In what Block
did he live? Did anyone else persuade you to join? Did your
parents persuade you to join?

Did you participate in the calisthenic exercises of the Hokoku
Seinen Dan? Did you march and drill with that organization?

If so, how many times?

What agitators told you (as you say in your answer to question 8
(E) in the affidavit) the Japanese government would take action
against deportees who were not in the Hokoku Seinen Dan? Give
their names and the Block numbers where they lived.

What are the names of the leaders (you state in your answer to
question 9(F)) who refused to let you resign from the Hokoku Sei-
nen Dan? What did those leaders say to you about resigning?

What are the names of the agitators (mentioned in your answer to
question 9(A)) who influenced you to send a letter or request to
the Justice Dept. for forms upon which teo renounce your U.S, citi-
zenship? Were they Issei, Kibei or Nisei? What were their names?
In what Blocks did they live? What did they say to you? Quote in
substance the statements they made to you. Did they tell you that
you were going to be deported because you had given No answers to
questions 27 and 28 and that you would be punished by the Japanese
MP's if you didn't renounce U.,S8, citizenship? Did they tell you
that if you did not renounce and the govt. decided to let you stay
in the U,S. you would be forcibly relocated and might be killed by
hostile Caucasians or Filipinos? Did you fear the possibility of
relocation in the U.,S, for such reasons?

Did you personally re-register your name in your family Koseki in
Japan? Did someone else register you? If so, who? Were you
registered solely for the purpose of getting a ration card to pre-
vent starvation?

Send the answers to me immediately via air mail,

Very truly yours,




WAYNE M., COLLINS

e Attorney at Law
U\a alkijJ” Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, Calif.

Oetober 31, 1955

Mr. Sunao Akiyoshi
138, Nishibaru, Ozeki mura
Mii gun, Fukuoka ken, Japan

Dear Mr. Akiyoshi:

In December of 1954, I sent you via air mail a letter
requesting answers to some 18 questions for the purpose of
enabling me to prepare an affidavit more adequate than the
one you sent to me but have not received a reply from you.

I would thank you to answer those questions for me as soon
as possible. I am sending you under separate cover a longer
personal questionnaire form which if you will also fill out
and return to me will enable me to prepare an affidavit which
may then be submitted to the Justice Department.

If you do not send me answers to the questions I mailed
to you on December 13, 1954 or you do not answer the personal
questionnaire I would thank you to notify me whether or not
you are still interested in attempting to recover your U.S.
citizenship administratively or in the mass class suilts and
whether or not you wish to be dismissed therefrom, If I
do not receive an answer from you either to this letter,
my previous letter to you or the answers to the questions
I sent to you I will have no alternative except to submit
to the Justice Department the affidavits formerly received
from you and which I deem to be insufficient in view of
the classification the Justice Department has given to you.

Very truly yours,
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Consulate
11-1 Yakuin-Horibata,
Fukuoka, Jepan

Mr. Sunaso Akiyoshi
138, Nishibaru,
Techiarai-machi,

Mii-gun, April 24, 1956
Fukuoka-ken

Reference is made to the application for Passport
and affidavit concerning your renunciation of American citizenship

in the United States which you executed at this office on December
22nd, 1955 .

The Department of State has now informed this office that
after carefg& consideration of all available evidence in your
case, including your affidavit under reference, the Department

. . - ‘; .

is of the opinion that you were not actually coerced into renounc-
ing your American citizenship; consequently your passport
application has been disapprovede.

Very truly yours,

K S Midthun
K. S. Midthun
American Consul




December 19, 1955

Name of applicant: - AKIYOSHI Sunao

Date of birth: February 3, 1916

Legal address: 254, Oaza Nishibara,Tachierai-machi,Mii-gun,Fukuoka-ken
Fresent address: 138, Oaza Nishibara,Tschiarai-machi,Mii-gun,Fukuocka-ken

This is to certify that the above person, whose name is listed in the voters'
list of this Electoral Control Committee, has not voted in any election during
the period from January 1, 1946 up to December 19, 1955.

MORITA Nao jiro

Chairman of Electoral Control
Committee, Tachiarai-machi
Mii-gun,Fukuoka-ken




CERTIFICATE OF MIILITARY SERVICE

legal Address: 25, Caza Nishibara,Tachiarai-machi,Mii-gun,Fukuoka~ken

=

Fresent Address: 138, Oaza Nishibara,Tachiarai-machi,Mii-gun,Fukucka-ken

Name : AKIYOSHI Sunao
Date of birth: February 3, 1916.

This is to certify that the original of military service record to the

above named is not in the custody of this department.

TSUKAMOTO Uichi
Chief of Repatriation Section
Welfare Department, Fukuoka-Pref.




RESIDENT CERTIFICATE

138, Oaza Nishibars,Tachierai-mura,Mii-gun,Pukucka-ken
AKIYOSHI Sunao

Occupation Name

Householder  Agriculture AKIYOSHI

Wife Agriculture AKIYOSHI

A0

March 28, 1923

lst Son None AXTIYOSHI

March 16, 1949

This is to certify that the above persons reside as above discribed.

HIRATA TIto jiro

Ma jor, Tachiarai-machi,Mii-gun
Fulkuoka~ken




Present Address:

Name 3

Name of Employer:

Iocation of employment: Oaza Tokoshima,Tachiarai-machi, Mii-gun,Fukucka-ken

CERTIFICATE OF EMPIOYMENT

December 26, 1955

138, Oaza Nishibara,Tachiarai-machi,Mii-gun,Fukuoka-ken

AKIYOSHI Sunao

Kumagai Gumi Construction Co.,Itd. Fukuoka Office.

. ' 1 N v | FN 2 »
Ozeki Workshop, K.K.Kumagai Gumi

Add AR

Period of employment: July 19, 1954 =--- January 16, 1956

Job title:

Drag line driver

that the above named has been employed as above

Kumagai Gumi Construction Co.,Ltd.
. Fukuoka Branch Office




CERTIFICATE OF EMPLOYMENT

December 19, 1955

Legal Address: 254, Oaza Nishibara,Tachiarai-machi,Mii-gun,Fukuoka-ken
Present Address: 138, Oaza Nishibara,Tachiarai-machi,Mii-gun,Fukuoka~ken

Name s AXIYOSHI Sunao
Date of Birth: February 3, 1916.

This is to certify that the above named has been engaged in agriculture
at the legal address during the pericd from December 1945 to July 1948
and at the present address during the period from August 1948 upto date.

HIRATA Itojiro
Ma jor, Tachiarai-machi
Mii-gun,Fukuoka~ken




FAMILY REGISTER

legal address: 254, Qaza Nishibara,Tachiarai-machi,Mii-gun,Fukuoka-ken
AKIYOSHI Sunao
Father: AKIYOSHI Tokichi
Mother: AKIYOSHI Masue
1lst son
Date of birth: February 3, 1916.

Birth at Redondo Beach, los Angeles, U.S.A. was reported by Father
AKIYOSHI Tokichi and on May 5, 1922 entry of name was accepted by
OYAMA Ujiro, East Los Angeles Consular and transmitted on July 8, 1922,

Notification of lost nationality with permission of elimination of
nationality due to accuirement of U.,S. Citizenship was made by Father
AKIYOSHI Tokichi on January 6, 1937 and on February 3, 1937 accepted

by HORI Kinichi, los Angeles Consular and on March 18, 1937 transmitted
and eliminated.

Notification of nationality restoration with permission dated as of
February 20, 1946 was made and accepted on April 17, 1946, and this
family register is formed.

Notification of marriage to AKIYOSHI Shitsuka was made and accepted
on April 15, 1948.

This is to certify that this certified copy differs in no way from the
original of family register.

December 19, 1955

HIR}&T&\ It 0 jirO
Ma jor, Tachiarai-machi
Mii-gun, Fukuoka-ken




WAYNE M, COLLINS
Mills Tower
220 Bush Street
S8an Francisco 4, Calif.

March 20, 1957

Mr., Sunao Akiyoshi

138 Nishibaru Oaza, Tachiarai Machi
Hongo kyo -~ Ku Kunai, Miie gun
Fukuoka - Ken

Japan

Dear Mr. Akiyoshis

As the Justice Department has liberalized
its administrative remedy the affidavit you
heretofore sent to me is being processed.

As soon as the Justice Department advises

me of its decision in your case I shall write
and let you know,.

Very truly yours,
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PERSONAL QUEST IONNA
Please read this questlicnnaire carefully and then print, type or write

your an gwers legibly to the following questlons.

a, State your full name. égg ) gé ¢ z é
/

b, Male? Female? __ Maiden Name?

Co

d.

Loax = Fuaekireny

reYST Nttt
Did you attend school in Japan? . When?

How long? 4[%14 What Schools? __ 4

Period of attendance:

PRELIMINARY QUEST IONS

Where did you live before evacuat ion? Q_JZ// /54%4 27¢
Letnecces, Colf
/

What was your occupation before evacuation?

et
Who, if ansgne, was v;olly or partially dependent upon you for

e

at the time you were evacuated?

Where did your father and mother reside at the time of evacuation? ____
M R

Were they aliens? /% :
What were their ages at the time of evacuation? [/uJ%g ‘¢/

7

Were your parents both evacuated also??éﬂvas either of them in ill
health while in a WRA Center? e Was %ither of them hospitalized

while in a WRA Center? If so, when and in what Center?

Woere you or any other membets of your family in ill health while in a
WRA Cent er?zmﬁ so, state who was, and, if hosplitalized, state

when, for what period of time, and in what Center?

When and where were you married? __

What 1s the name of your spousef? _




6,

T

o
Is your spouse (wife ef—%ww%mmﬁ%—a.d S. citizen, a renunciant or an

alisn? iy

What are the names, birthdetes and birthplaces of your children? _

W - 3//6//?«/70(72»4%& e

What members of yovr family were evacuated with you? (Wife, husband,

children, father, mother, brothers, sisters, father-in-law, mother-in-

Law) mf@?&@zj Boes poced s

L

State what members of your family (spouse, mother, father, brothers,

sisters, children, father-in-law or mother=-in-law) were in Japan during

the war? e

Who of them, if any, were U. S, citizens?

Did any of them serve in the Japanese armed forces?

State what members, if any, of your spouse's family (your father-in-law,
mother-in-law, sisters-in-law, brothers~-in-law, or gtop-children) were in
Japan during the war and whether thry are U. S. citizens or Japanese

aliens?

Did you suffer any property losses by reason of your evaCUation?fgggé Did

you file a claim to recover losses you suffered by reason of your

evaCUatiog}f?k%”91~£@¥~what amount did you file your claim? What

-

Hmount dld you receive in settlement of your claims? Did your
parents suffer any property losses by reason of evacuat ion? If so,

for what amount did they file claims? What emount did they

receive in settlement of their claims?

State whether your husband, father or any other member of your family was

interned as an alien enemy after the outbreak of war in an Alien Enemy

Internment Camp, for removal to Japan, and, if so, in what camp?

W

e e e ]
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When and where were you reunited with such member of your family?

Did you apply for "short term", "seasonal work", "indefinite leave",

“student's leave" or "relocation" while you were in a WRA Centerzﬁ;ﬁggggé\\\

When did you make that application?

In what camp were you at that time?

Were you denied leave? By whom?

What reasons were given to you for denying your applicat lon?

Did you go out for seasonal work or on any leave clearance2Zz e Allhon and

where dild you go and for what period of time?

What type of work did you do?

Did you experience any discrimination or persecution while on leave?

If so, state the experience.

To what Center did you return? _

State the names of any members of your family or any of your friends who

went out on leave or relocation and experienced discriminat ion or perse-

When did the occurences take place? Yoy Month

Where did they happen?

From whom or what sources did you hear or learn those things?




4 ¢
Did you know or lesrn of any other persons on leave having been subjected

to discriminat ion or persecution? What were thelir names?

What happened to them? :

When and where did the occurrences take place? _

Re: APPLICATIONS FOR REPATRIATION

To what Assembly Center were you evacuated? ";Zﬁég._‘

To what WRA Center were you next transferred? ?

ﬂém — Lel, r2£3

In what Block did you live tuere‘?/é&&_ M 5'4[ W
With whom did you share quarters there% %M 2vy A

Kl o oy piothes - Thocavad, A
s : J 5
20, In what Camp were you when you applied for repatriation to Japan? i

Did you make that application before or after you answered the Army

Quest ionnaire in February or March, 1943%

=

When d4id you make that application? RW /ﬂ/(,/

Did you personally make that applicat ion?ég:. If not, who diad?

Did any of the following persons also make applicat ions for repatriation
to Japan? Your husband? Wife? father? mother?
brothers?/#g sisters? _ father-in-law? mother=-in=-law?
brothers-in-law? ____ sisters-in-law? ____ When and in what Center were

they at tho time they Gld this? .@eveses lesics 2f Al £it2h BTZhor,

Did they then fear that the government intended to deport all aliens to

Japan? 5 that it Intended to deport all Kibei to Japan? vy S hat
it intended to deport all Nisei to Japan? ggy

Did you make more than one application for repatriation to Japan, and, 1if

80, when and where did you do s0%? _ @ 2_&4921"“%

“%.48 .
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Did anyone else, not a member of your famlly, preséﬁre_you—fﬂfgzggglying

for repatriation to Japan?4%§&a;. Name the persons who did and state

whether they were Issel, K bei or Nisei, and blocks where they lived.

Preare Lo Maveabo Monodlarva ,fZALq;,/iQﬁf

mw/m @_ﬁé,ﬁg_@
If those persons were leaders or members any organization state the

name of ths organlzatlon.

What did those persons tell you to gét you to apply for repatriation? i
¢L4&L«,¢c4«4Aﬁ au'¢zuuaecaumu-422¢£?745n6 ikk?auAJIauz!ézl__

é% did you t%eﬁ believe would happen to you if you did not make en appli-
cation for repatriation tom‘%j MCJLM/‘ Q,ucu_,

%u/cw 2
7

Ls 22

Were you fearful that if you did not apply for repatriation you would be
separated from your husband? wife? children? mother?-Zsz,

fath§5%§4g1= brotherszjaggm sisters? #g%7 or other persons?

Were those persons in the same Center with you at the time you applied for

repatriat ion2- ﬁ If any of them were not, stute who was not and where

they were at ‘nhe time, KMM M M Ml«z'(‘o K

Glrvacy expstid AZauadélgﬁqunwc auaa(/4124(Au~£§§£4~u/45°“
Celed wod prcohe d¢ﬁ;§£k*“ (o

% %A balieve that o1b] didnéa ly for rebatriation to Japan that

sooner or later you would be forced to relocate in the U. S‘?A§z$£5 in an

area hostile to Japanese?é%,; that you might be drafted into the armed
forces? 4%254 that you would be separated from alien members of your
family you believed would be deported to Japan?zé%gg

Did you make application for repatriation becauss you belleved the Govern-
ment had no use for you and intended to deport you to Japan because you
were Kibein¢;2£!; of that it intended to deport you to Japan because your
parents were there? __ — 3 or bocause your parents were allens here and

that it intended to deport them on an exchange ship to Japan simply Vbecause

they were aliens%ﬂ; and that they wanted you to bs with them end not




,parased from t.‘:em?r/j__{%,,

Re: QUESTIONS 27 AND 28
28, In what WRA Center were you &at the time you answered the Army Question-

naire containing Questions Nos. 27 and 287 Wt \

In what Block were you living in that Center at that time? && [ %

Was the Questionnaire you answered the Army Quest ionnaire or the WRA

Application for Leave Clearance, if you remember? ;ééﬁg;gégéggkkaq

=

Did you give a negstive anawer 4o Question.No. 27?(;25;‘ to Quegtion No.
2%}%?&32, Did you refuse to answer Question No, 27% : Question No,
2872

Did any members of your family pressure you or threaten you into giving a
"No" answer to Questions Nos. 27 and 28 or into refusing to answer those
questions?<:Z§g Who were the family members who d4id this?

Lot pod ol - %MW%&&»

What did tHey say 5o you to gel you to answer "No" to those questions

to refuse to answer those questions? M;i A 2R fb?/u-,m &a.z::.

Aokleaolot gt FLioe ¢Lba’«teﬂuuﬁ22§ﬁi LLT cev A&u4£la/,4;/‘gzuw,/ZL:7
‘%@W

gilve a answé% to thosse questlons or refuse to answer them

bacause your father? _ _ mother? ___  brothers? ____ sisters? ____ or
other family members? _____ were in Japan at the time and you feared they
might get in trouble with the Japanese government if you were silling to
serve in the U, S. Army? ____ or were willing to swear allegiance to the
U. 3.2 ____ Did you give "No" answers to those questions or refuse to
answer them because your father? ___ mother? ____ brothers? __ __ sisters?

or other family members? _____ were In the U. S. but you believed they
were to. be deported to Jgpen and that they would get in trouble with the
Japanese Government when they arrived there if you had answered "Yes" to
those questions? ____ . Did you give a "No" answer to those questions
becauss you believed that eventually you would be deported to Japan and
you feared that if you gave a "Yes" answer to those questions you would
get in trouble with the Japanese Government when you arrived in Japan?

=G¢z

3l, Did any other perscns pressure or threaten you into giving "No" answers




4
t0 those questions or into refusing to answer those quesﬁions? 52QZ3 Waat
are the names of those persons and state whether they were Isseil, Kibel,
or Nisel and the Blocks in which they'lived and the organization, 1if any,

of

What did those persons say to you to get you to give "No" answers to

) -

those questilons or to refuse to answer those questlons,f ;

4,/ allmec

‘ 2 i L
ot Aid you fear would happen to you if you dldn't give "No" answers to

those questions or you didn't refuse to answer them”ﬁ&;lis&&;/ CguAﬁ4%4’

33, What did you fear would happen to other members of your family if you

dign't give "No" answers to those gquestions or you did not "wf 56

answer them? M&Md’
/W / e Feo,

Did you refuse to answer those questions becsuse you already had applied

for repatristion to Japan and you understood that 1f you already had
applied for repatriation you did not have to answer those questions?

Did you give "No" answers to those questions or refuse to answer them
because you resented being evacuated, confied to a WRA Center and treated
liks an alienzAi%g?h .

Did you give "No" answers to those questions or refuse to answer them
because you already had applied for repatriation and believed that if you
gave "Yes" answers your application for repatriation would be cancelled
and you might be drafted into the armed forces? ____; or be forcibly re-
located in the U. S. while the war still was going on? ___ . Did you
fear that if you were to be drafted you would be discriminated against
and be persecuted in the armed forcesa? _ . Did you fear that 1if you
were drafted? ____ or relocated? ___ _ you would be permanently separated
from members of your famlly who were to be repatriested to Japan? ____ ;

from what familly members did you fear t o be geparated?

Did anyone else, not a member of your family, pressure or threaten you

into giving "No" answers to those'questionaﬂeéigzVﬂmt were thelr names

and state whether they were Issel, Kibel or Nisel and the names of the




5

orgenizations to which they belonged? _

=

Did you fear that 1f you gave "Yes" answers to those guestions that you
would have to stay in camp and be ssoparated from your parents or other

family members who were to be deported to Japan because they were aliens
or because they had asked to be sent to Japan and you did not want to be

separatad from thgpﬁi&&f?zﬁyem what parent or family members did you fear

separat ion? _

Dic you fear that if you gave "Yes" answers to those guestions you eventu-
ally would have to relocate in this country during the war and would be

in danger from hostile Caucasians? 4/3243

Who told you that this might happen to you? Zeesct_

: J

Did you fear that if you gave "Yes" answers to those questions that it
would»mean you might bs drafted into military service where you would be
discriminated against or be persecuted by fellow soldiers or that you
might be used as camion fodder just because you had Japanese ancestry%;zg;

Who told you that this might happen to you? ==Té£g§gg§;=f

Did you fear that if you gave "Yes" answers to those questions that you

might be attacked end harmed oy groups of Issel, Kibel or Nisei in camp?

U prehme—sTo group and its leaders or members from whom you feared this

danger ¢

° o it - - . o
Did you give "No" answers to those questions as a protest against the mis-

treatment of evacuation and confinement to a oamp?éézéf

Were you, or any member of your family, or any friend or anyone else at-
tacked by members of ths pressure groups in that Center for showing loyal-
by %o the U. S,%Zzsmetor opposition to the pressure groups 2 Zegex_for
giving "Yes" answers to Questions Nos. 27 and 282 T sn, ghate the

names of the persons who were attacked.

When were they attacked? e By whom were they attacked?

=




-

Did you then believe that if you gave a " No" answer to those questions
that you would be allowed to stay in the Center for the duratlon of the
war and in this wey you and your family would be free from danger of per=

8 lon t ucas ians? 4 ‘ 3 L 7
ecut ion by Cauca lans/% Who told you thi %‘%f%ﬁi‘.ﬁ

SE ]

Did you give "No" answers to Question Nos, 27 and 28 or refuse to answer
those questions because you had been ianformed by the WRA or understood
that because you already had applied for repatriat ion to Japan that jyou

did not have to answer those questions? . Who told you this?

Did you cver give a "Yes" answer to Question No. 27%_£¢& to Quest ion
No. 28?7 _ze¢d Did you change your answer to Question No, 27 or 28 to * No"
at any time? ____ . Did you change your answer to Questions Nos. 27 and 28
to "No" or refuse to give "Yes" answers to those questioms by July 31,
1943 because you knew that "No" snswers or a refusal to answer those
quest ions would mean that you would be sgent to Tule Lake or be segregated
there with alien members of your family from whom you did not want to be
separat ed"&'/z{)

<
When and where did you first register for the draft?

et £ 20

o o (3 2 / y / * 2
What classification dig yo¥ first recelve? 3’%;; Dig you ever re-

ceive a 4-C (alien enemy) classificab 1on}gz_g Yhen A4id you recseive that

4-C classification? 2 ¢</

~
In what Center wers you when you recolved 1t? EZQLM

Did you receive that 4-C classification before you answered the Army

Quest ionnaire in February or March of 1943 while you were in a WRA Centar

or did you receive 1t afterward? v R
4
While you were in any WRA Center 8id you sign a petiltion addressed to the

Attorney General, the President, the Army, the WRA or other governmental
agency or agent stating in substance that 1. you were freed and returned
to your home you would fignt for the U. S. and give your life if neces-

sary for this country? Z2Z¢@. In what Center were you atb the time? __

Did you sign such a petition before you answered the Army Quest ionnaire

in February or March, 1943 or afterwerd? ___  DIid you signv such a
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petition before you made a recuest for repatriation to Japan or afterward?
When were your varents firah placed on the free list or notified

that they could be relocated? __

Were any other members of your famlly placed on the WRA free list for re-
locat ion purposes and, if so, who were they and when were they placed on

the free list?

Would you have been willing to swear unqualified allegiance to the U. 8.
while you were in a WRA Center if the Government had allowed you to re=-
tura to your home as a free citizen?4%2§g'Would you have been willing to
return-to your home aloneZ( 2 ; without the citizen members of your
family likewise being freed from detention?‘#4£‘x without the alien
members of your family also being freed? q“é?ﬂ:'?’\hlot,lld you have been will-
ing only if the Government would assure you that you would be relocated
safe from harm from Caucasians?<%¥£¢ that the citizen members of your
family would be relocated safe from harm? #éég¢'and that the alien members
of your family willing to return to their homes during the war 1f the
Government would allow them?ﬁé%;§¢Were they willing to be relocated else=
where in the U, S'3~;3544

Did you keep in touch with your Local Draft Board while you were in a WRA

Centerj;g%Zg!“ Did you report to your Draft Board after you were released

from camp? C/fca. To what Draft Board?

When? After your release from camp 4id you volunteer

for service in our armed forces? .Did you ever served armed

forces? __ ¢ WBen - Ae 3 into what bra nch?

5 what period of time did you serve? H

where did you serve 2_ ;s what was your social

number? . Have you received an Honorable discharge

from such service? __ ; what is the date of that Discharge?

Re: MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZAT I2NS
(a) Did you ever sign a petition for resegregation (Saikakuri Seigan)

g
while In Tule Lake? Lpie Mhen? [ FLS

(b) Were you at any time a member of (1) Sokoku Kenkyukai?

syt cipan

e o

(2) Sokoku Kenkyf{ Seinen Dan? _  ~ (3) Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi Dan?




d ]!
(4) Hokoku Seinen Dan?% ,;y,c, (5) Hokoku Joshi Seinen

Dan? .

TRy

When did you become a member?

How long were you a member?

When did you stop being a member? o 9/(//¢J WW

In what Block did you live abt the t ime you became a member?

What was the name of your Bléck Manager? M TEABU

With whom did you share living quarters at the Tule Lake Center"f‘

it~ Fhwnageta

organizat ions were actlive In tha/Block‘? L

was the full nzme of the organization you joined?
were the names of the lesders of the organizations in your Block?
Viroduiva . Fdonuu st
= e

Were your father? or mother? __ or brothers® or sisters?

or father-in-law? or mother-in~law? a member of any organiza-
t ion? Did they persuade you to become a member? What did theoy

say to you to persuade you to become a member?

What other members of your family were members of the Hoshi Dan?

o s e ]

Joghi Dan?

=
'

Seinen Dan? A o

= s

Why did they becomes members? M@

In what Blocks were they living? /

What are the names of the persons other than members of your family who
persuaded or threatensd you into becoming a member and state whether such

persons were Issei, Kibel or Niseil and state the Blocks in which they

lived? /W “M, MM-M‘ M’%
<
What did they tell you to persuade you to become a member? Mzz




55, . What: office, if any, did you hold in the organization?

V.4 ool o TG T
What duties did you perform? WW

How did you become an offlcer‘? M@% %'4 Lol :

When did you becorﬂe an offlcer‘? 3

From whom did you receive notlce [ Z yoy/were an offlcer‘?

i eoiflochoinoB—fide ALL L
What duties did you perform as an officer? ‘,MQWW
fe b ecicdiad anidicosss RLL L Dledlso

Ag a member dic you attend any morning calisthenic exercilses pproxi=-
majely how often did you join in the calisthenics? Q«Mw{gﬁé
#Did you attend Mrm lectures‘P/,{# Approximately how
many lectures did you attend‘? c.t was the nature of those lectures?
MZZ*J¢W 7~

Big yfou parﬁ ate of their marching dernonstrat 1ons/ &3 80,

how many? ; géégg‘:{ ZE 44/’ o W W\J

Did you attend any other meetings of the organization? . Where and how
otvons __ e 7. —qotidilouit 2n B ling

Did you tell anyone you wanted to drop membership? é/# State the names
of the persons you told you wanted to drop membership. W

Woelwssto Lol

Did anybody warn you that you could not withdraw from membership?@

Who gave you such a warning? (State their names, blocks, where they lived

and whether Igssei, Kibei or Niseil) Mo«% -—M

What did they tell you would happen if you dropped your membership or

tried to drop membership? M%&M M(W

Had you learned that anyone who tried to drop membership had been
threatened or had been beaten up for trying to drop membershiﬁ?"é@_%c_),

if you know, was beaten for trying to do it?%

What group did you hear was responsible for beating persons who tried to

withdraw from membership?
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Were you in fear that you would be attacked and beaten up by members if

you tried to drop membership? {ﬁ What groups did you fear might do ..

Were you told that 1f you tried to drop membership the organization
Wouldreport this matter to the Japanese Government and that when you

were deported to Japan you would get in trouble with the Japanese Govern=
/ -

=

ment,‘?x{:;/éz Who told you this? Z

Did you fear that if you dropped membership you would get in trouble with
the Japanese Government when you were deported to Japan? ¢ -/25; )

Were you told that if you tried to drop membership the organlzatlon lead~
ers would report this matter to the Japanese Government and that your
alien parents would get in trouble with the Japanese Government when they
were sent to Japan for not being able to control your actlons? ____—~Who
told you this? (State the names, blocks where they lived and whether

Issei, Kibel or Nisei)

Did you fear that 1f you dropped membership your parents who were to be
sent to Japan would get in trouble there? 1

Did you have your hair cut short or shaved?% When? :p/ﬂ/S/

did it? JWM you wear any insignla of the org:,anlzat ion and,

if so, what insignia? Sfrecis Seeer i Mastes M—W
74

If you or any member of your family was placed In the "Stockade" at Tule

TLake Center state who was, for what period of time and for what reason

7

What was the nature of your employment and where dld you work while you

were in Tule Lake? M'ez,/m/ A W Y

What were your working hours?dﬁ—g Were you working while you were a

member of any organization at Tule? ZH¥Zs In what block?—— What were

the names of some of your fellow workers? _
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55, Were you, or any member of your family, or any friend attacked by any

members of any of the pressure groups at Tule Lalw__v_vis? A

When? wame . By whom?
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Re: KEQUESTS FOR FORMS UPON WHICH
TO RENQUNCE C ITIZENSHIP
In what Block did you live in the Tule Lake Center? /’}Z/

When did you send a letter to the Abttorney General or the Justice

Department asking for forms upon which to renounce your citizenship?

&z&&zutgeobbbylﬂtk/éant6‘“44*,(ﬂv‘—Aﬁguélgj%&u/”/?ﬁ?’/i

A
Where did you get the forms? When?

In what Center were you at that time? e

Number : /

7

(Note: On December 19, 1944, General Pratt removed the ban on the
return of Japanese to fhe West Coast. On December 21, 1944, the

Newell Star, the Tule Lake Center newspaper, announced that all the
WRA camps would be closed in about one year, Notices of this also
may have been posted in the block manager's offices, the mess halls
and other places in camp,

Therefore, Iif you sent a letter to the Attorney General or the
Justice Department before December 21, 1944, asking for forms upen
which to renounce citizenship you probably were not then in fear of
the camp being closod and of being forced to relocate in a hostile
area without funds or a home to which you could go, If you sent such
a letter between December 21, 1944 and January 29, 1945, you probab-
ly were in fear of being relocated in such circumstances. On January
29, 1945, the WRA announced that Tule Lake would be kept open and
that there would not be any forced relocations., If you sent your
lett er after January 29, 1945, the Justice Department will be incline-
ed to believe you were not then in actual fear of being forcibly re-
located in g hostile area without funds or a home to which you could
go unless you convince it that you did not belleve the January 29,
1945, announcement that the Tule Lake Center would be kept open and
that no one would be forced to relocate,)

Did you send that letter to the Attorney General or to the Justice Depart=-
ment before that December 21, 1944 announcement that gall the WRA Centers
would be closed within g year?égzggg. Did you send 1t between December
21, 1944 and January 29, 1945?'44.

Did you send it after the announcement of January 2 9, 1945? that the
Tule Lake Center would be kept open? ____ .

If you sent In your letter to the Justice Department after the WRA's an-
nouncement of January 29, 1945, that the Tule Lake Center would be kept
open and that there would not be any forcible relocations you probably
did not send that letter requesting forms upon which to renounce your
citizenship by reason of fear that ths Tule Lake Center would be closed
and that you and your family would be forced to relocate and therefore,
you should answer the following questions:

(a) From what source did you learn about that announcement of January 29,




1945: In the Newell Star? ___ m g notice on a bulletin board? __ __

from the Block Nanager? __s from vhat other persons?

=t e e R

(p) Did you believe the announcement? ____ . If not, state why you did

not believe the announcement,

(¢) Did anyone tell you that you could not trust that announcement? ___

If so, state who told you not to rely on that announcement and what they

said to you to make you disbelleve it,

If the announcement of December 21, 1944, that all Centers would be clos-
ed within a year and the announcement of January 29, 1945, that Tule Lake
Center would be kept opon and there would not be any forcible relocat lons
did not have anything to do with your decision to renounce your citizen-
ship did you send the letter to the Justice Department asking for forms
upon which to renounce citizenshlp because of any of the following fears,
namely: (a) fear of separation from alien members of your family, such
ag Tabhe viy sy motherf..or.. fathor~in<law? . mother-in=law? _ _ step
~-father? ____ step-mother? ____ other aliens? ____ who you. believed were
to be deported to Japan? ___; (b) fear of being geparated from citizen
mombers of your family, such as your wife? ____ husband? ____. children?
who you believed would have to relocate in the U. 8.7 ___ or who
you believed would be deported to Japan? ____ s (c) fear of being deported
yourself because you had given negative answers %o Quest ions Nog,., 27 or
28 and were considered a disloyal person? ____; (d) fear of treat or harm
to yourself? _____ or your wife? ____ or husband? ___  oOr children?
or ‘mobther? . - - or fabher? _ _ -sop other members? ___ of your family from
gangs in the Center? ____; (e) fear of mistreatment or physical harm from
the Government or its agents?
Did the announcement of December 21, 1944, that all the WRA Centers would

be closed within a year cause you to send that letter to the Justice De=

partment?ﬂégéggljid you read that announcement in the Newell Star?iééi:;

from a bullet in bOard?/%;zzg‘or learn about it from the Block Manager?

(,1gz§g; or from other persons and, if so, name the persons:
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pid you send the letter to the Justice Department asking for forms uporn
which to renounce your citizenship because you feared that December 21,
1944, announcement meant that you and the ¢itizen members of your family
would be forcibly relocated without money, a home or job In an area where
people were hostile to Japanese while the war still was going on unless
you renounced your citizenshipgxggég Were you afrald of being relocated
because you had heard that jobs were scarceﬁ(%Z‘ac that emplyers did not
wish'to hire Japanese and that you might not get work to support yourself
and your familyz/ééga;; that the public was hostile to Japanese and you
feared mob violence?<4ggg{ If you had been forcibly relocated what mem-

bers of your family would you then have had to support?ggg;ggggggggggégé,~
bW i T Lo L B ol L s

V/,

ad you heard of any relocated persons being discriminated against? — 3

/
refused work? .’//} being insulted? —_ ; being attacked? — ; being
shot at? _ ;5 being persecuted? ///} whose homes had
When and where had these incidents taken place? y

-

A2

it was that happened to them,

L =t e =%

Did you send that letier because you believed that if you sent for the

forms and renounced your citizenship that you would be interned by

safely relocated when public hostility to Japanese died 4 wn?ffaggq

N

told you that this could be dons?

of your family told you this? M

Did any members of your family fear or tell you that you would be forcibly

relocated and run the risk of danger from hostil alcaslans unless you

sent that letter and renounced your citizenshi and, I so, what members

what or of whom they were in fear? __

WM; v el o
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(b) In what Blocks were each of your family members living at thai time?

o i

Did you fear that i1f you did not send the letter and request forms upon

which to renounce ycur citizenship that you would be separated from oliw-

on members of your lamily? and if gso, from what alion members?
¥ I e

=;;2é%z¢azccﬁ4444f4¢}aka : , %

or from ¢itizen nembers%1§26’, and if so, from what citizen members of

PR i e P N R

o)
1

your Tamily?

ey

Nar+ the members of your family who told you that you would be separsted

from your family if you did not send for the forms and renounce your

citizenship? B 2 ot

e

Name other persons, not members of your family, who told you that you

would be separated from your family if you did not send for the forms and

renounce your citizenship and state whether they were Issel, Kibel or

Nisel and the Blocks where they lived, Mgﬂ "’/gﬁa' -/M’qf,_: -

What members of your family (wife, husband, children, father, mother,
brother, sisters, father«in-law, mother=-in~law) were in the Tule Laks

Center at the time you sent that letter to the Justice Department ?

members of your family pressured, threatened or persuaded you &

that lebtter? P P b SR St

= ST o

1id they fear or sa y to you to get you to send that letter? __

Did your husband? __ wife? father? Another? brothoers?

sisters? __ _ in-laws? _____ force youfo send a letter requesting
 — . L
forms on which %o renounce your citizerdship so that you wouldn't be

e o

geparated from them by being forced to relocate while they remained in

camp or finally were deported to Japan? If such person or persons were




citizens of the U. S. state whether they already had sent for forms upon

which t o renounce thelr citizenship?

oy

What did such person or persons say to you to force you to renounce your

citizenship? _

- = =y T =m0

Did you send that letter requesting forms upon which to renounce citizen=

gship because you heard that alien members of your family who Had request=

ed repatriation to Japan would have to stay in the Center w il they
could be exchanged or removed to Japan and that you ultimg{ely would have
to be relocated in this country and thus be separated @ﬁém them unless
you applied for renunc igt ion? Name the persong/ﬁho told you this

/
might happen if you didn't renounce your citizenship and state whether

‘they were Issei, Kibeil or Nisel and the Blocks wHere they lived

What alien menbers of your famlly already had asked for repatriation to

Japan at the time you sent that letter?

L 2 oo

Were tho alien members of your family/on the WRA free list and eligible
to relocate at the time you sent ypﬁr letter to the Justice Department

asking for forms upon which to rénounce your citizenship?

J /"

e e

Did you fear that if you di&h‘t send for the forms and didn't renounce

your citizenship that you, nevertheless, would be deported to Japan along

4

with the allen membersg/ of your family because you had asked for repatria-

tlon to Japan and tp%t you would get In trouble with the Japanese govern=
A

ment when you arp{ved there? Name the persons who told you this and

state whether ﬁhey were Issel, Kibei, Nisel, the Blocks where they lived

and the orgahizations of which they were members,
/

Did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your citizenship

becausse you believed your life was being frittered away uselessly in camp?
4gagz; that you feared that you might be confined to camp until the war

ended?égzgg which might take many years?é%;ggcn‘that if the war did not

come to an end you would be kept in camp forever?cgszgror that when and
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if the war ended the Government might deport you to JapanQ‘;%ég and that
you want ed to get away from camp life? éaé/and Tfeared tha¥ you had to go
or be sent somewhere or anywhere, even to Japan, just so long as you were
made a free man? éﬁzg{

Did you send a letter to the Justice Department asking for the forms

upon which to renounce because you were afréid that the Government had

no use for you and didn't care what happened %o you and that you were
afrald this was true because it had deprived you of citizenship rights

by evacuat ing you and putting you into a WRA Center behind barbed wires
and then had armed troops guard you2<gézgg and then didn't give you any p
protection in the Tule Lake Center from the threats and violance of gangs?
432&?; and because the police didn't glve any protection to the residents?
42514? and you were scared by the soldiers moving In and driving the re-
sidents around and searching their QUartersz4gzggg and no protection was
gilven against such things ac the murder of Mr, Hitomi, the knifing of Mr,
Terasawa and others, and the clubbing and beatings of many persons; and
that the Government didn't punish the soldier who shot Mr, Okamoto? féggef
and that you thought these things clearly meant the Government had no use
for you and didn't want to give you any protection and that, to avoid all
this violence and trouble, you had to renounce citizenship to insure your
own safety?)é?&( and the safety of your wife? i, - RUshend? "5 Pather®
esau s mothere ., children? ., brothertzﬁézéé, sisters? ____, other
members of your family? __ . :

Did you decide to send the letter asking for forms upon which to renounce
your cltlizenship because you feared that you were going to be deported to
Japan because you had given "No" answers to Questions Nos. 27 and 28 op
had refused to answer those guestions and were congidered disloyal to the
U. 5. and that it was necessary for you to send that letter to the Justice

Department and renounce your citizenship otherwise you would get in

trouble when you arrived in Japan?/%?gz. What trouble did you think you

would get into iIn Japan if you didn't renounce Us S, clitizenship?

» taso

State what members of your family told you this,

Name the Issei, Kibei and Nisei who told you this and state in what Blocksg
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they lived-<at Tule Lake and the name of any organizations to which they

volonzed __Maredecsnd /Z@%ﬂi@%m

a

Did you fear that if you didn't send for the forms and renounce your

citizenship that you eventuslly might be drafted into our armed forces
while you were in the Center and thus be separated from your citizen wife?
3 ¢ltizen children? 3 or obther citizen members of your family?
(4%aé(m¢w wers In the Center?ggég{ Did you fear that 1if you didn't send
for the forms end renounce citizenship that you eventually would be re-
located and then might be drafted into our armed forces and then be sepam
rated from yow wife? ____, children? ____, other family members?égzgg

who would have relocated with you? Who told you these things might happen

1f you dldn't renounce your citizenship? _m=ﬂ§§4z£44j§;1g90ﬁ17.
- s VA

Did you fear that if you didn't send for the forms and renounce your cit i-

zenship that you eventually might be drafted into the army while you were
in the Center or after you were forcibly relocated which wguld result in
gseparat ing you from alien members of your family who wexre to be sent to
Japan because they had asked for repatriation to Japgn and wanted to go
there? _____ or because they believed they would pa/deported to Japan after
the war ended because they feared the Governmgﬂé intended to deport all

P

alien Japanese to Japan? iy Who told yoq“this would happen< wl

DSk == s S B e S
/

Did your alien parents fear that 1f you didn't send for the forms and

renounce your citizenship that yow eventually might be drafted into the

army and be separated from themxwhen they were sent to Japan? ok A

they tell you this? __ Ngime other persons who told you this,

Did your parents fearﬁthat 1f you served in the armed forces that they
would get in troubie with the Japanese Government when they arrived in
Japan? . DAA they tell you this? _____ . Name other persons who told

you this,

8., Did any person or persons or group of persons tell you oOr spread the
rumor that if you didn't send for the form and renounce your citizenship

you would get into trouble with the Japenese government when you were
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deported to Japan?{%%ﬁiz Name the persons who told you these things, the

Blocks where they lived and the organizations to which they belonged, and

whether they were Issei, Kibel or Nisel,

Name the other members of your family whom you bslieved would get in

trouble there if you didn't renounce your cit izenshlp and state whether

they were In the Center with you. __

o = s =

If any members of your family were in Japan abt the time, did you fear
that they might be punished by the Japanese government if 1t learned that
you did not renounce your U, S. cit izenship ZZ‘d&—zﬂhat members of your

family there did you fear might get in such trouble?

With what agents of Japan did you think you or your family members would

get in trouble if you did not renounce your citizenship? _

g T = - T

(The Japanese police? _ 5 Kempeitai? V//;'Army? ¥ 5 Ngighborhood

Associat ions? ; other agenciles?

What did you fear would happen to you or to them? _

Did you believe that you or they would be put in prison? v/?/;nternment
camp? uc;;ﬁ/ﬁe forced to work as slave laborers? __ _; or what else did

you fear would happen to you or to them?

If anyone else told you to send that letter, name the persons who did and
state whether they were Issel, Klbel or Nisel and the Blocks in which
they lived or where they worked at Tule Lake Center, and state the names

of -the organizatlons of which they were members.

//7&$00(JL_——~“_“

e

What did they tell you would happen to you if you didn't send that letter?

ey peseey g v Sl

Were those persons leaders or members of any of the organizations in Tule

Lake, and, if so, stabte the names of the organizations,
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Who were the Issel leaders of those organizations and in what Blocks

they live?

The Kibel leaders and Blocks where they lived?

The Nisel leaders and EBElocks where they lived?

Were any groups of leaders or members of the Seinen Dan or Hoshi Dan
ed away to Santa Fe before you sent in that letter2/42g2 If so, what

groups?

Were any groups of leaders or members of the Seinen Dan or Hoshi Dan re=
moved to Santa Fe before you sent in that letteréAQZQQZ If so, what

groups?

(Note, The first group of 70 Issei and citizens belonging to the Hokoku
Seinen Dan were taken away to Santa Fe on December 27, 1944, Renunciate
ion hearings started on Jenuary 11, 1945, The next group of 144 citizens
and 27 aliens, including 50 officers of the Hokoku Seinen Dan, was taken
to Santa Fe on January 26, 1945, The next group of about 650 members of
the Hololku Selnen Dan was removed to Bismarck on February 11, 1945, The
next group of 125 persons was taken to Santa Fe on March 12, 1945, About
Juné, 1945, some 400 more were removed to Santa Fe and in July, 1945, a
few more were taken to Bismarck, Therefore, if you had your hearing after
these groups had been removed you were not in fear of them at that time.)
Were you in fear that if you didn't send for the forms and renounce your
citizenship that your name would be put on the organization's black=list
and would be reported to the Japanese government and you would get in

trouble with the Japanese government when you arrived in Japan . Who

told you this would happen? ’*—4%& R
MMMM% Coeect /o Ay Geeme

State whether they were Issel, Kibel or Nsei, the Blocks whetTe they then

were living and the organization to which belonged,
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Were you in fear of the leaders of any of the organizations at TuleZZem

Were you in fear of the members of any of the organizatioggzﬁzggg. OF

what organizat ions were

of what leaders were you in fear? (State the blocks where they lived)

= S Rl U s g e e o

of what members were you in fear? (State the Blocks where they lived)

Why were you in fear? _&

Were any other members of your family in fear of them or their organizat-

ions and, if so, state the names of your famlly members who were in fear

of them? __

If you or any member of your family or any friends were attacked by any
of the leaders or members of any of the pressure groups for not doing
what the pressure group leaders wanted state the names of the persons who
were attacked, the t ime and place where attacked and by whom.

PV G

ootk e s = = Sy =3 A AR EAT

Were you in fear of belng attacked and beaten up by them or their organiz=
at long 1f you did not send for the forms and renounce your citizenghip®

(ééég lad any of them threatened you? Zg . If so0, what were thelr names

end state what they sald to you. WW@

S = ]

Were you in fear that members of your family might be attacked and physi-
cally harmed if you did not send that letter, and, 1f so, state what
members of your femily you feared might be harmed by them, _

Were you in fear that if you did not send that letter that you might be

harmed by the leaders or members of any of the following organizat ions,

namely: Hoshi Dan? o/f/fSeinen Dan?"’//: Joshil Dan? : Manzanar
§5 s

2

gang? wé;:?/ the Poston gang? ~//f:/ Jerome gang? ——; San Pedro gang?
23" "the Tiger gang?//// s The Black Dragon Soclety gang? ___ __ or other
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gangs? ____ 3 oOr strong arm groups? . Name the leaders, members,

groups or gangs of which you were in fear,

While you were in Tule were you ever called an inu?'_/_@_ggybg\spy?*;r_mw;
a stooge? 5 ean informer? _ s a White Jap? ; e btraitor?
kokuzoku? __; or other names? » for not doing what the organizaie

tions wanted you to do? _____ . What names were you called?

Were you in fear of being called such names%%'What were the names

of the persons who called you such names?

How -many persons called on you or spoke to you and asked .you if you nad

seﬁt for the forms upon which to renounce your citizenship? é e Whaat

i \ \ 3 5
were thelr names? Mﬁ%@wj M Ahess it
0 7 g

e

Did anyone check uUp on your ‘mail in the block manager's office to ses
whether or not you had sent such a letter or“Jhad received an answering
letter from the Justice Department ?(%. State the names of the pe.'sons

L]
who checked up on you in this manner, M

— o

Did ariyone t ake down your name as being & person who did not send such a
form or was late in sending for such a formg¥& M State the names of

the persons who did this and whether they were Issei, Kibel or Nisel.

Were any members of your family or friends att acked, beaten oi' threaened
for not send‘ihg for the formg?Z¢€ ., Name the persons who were attacked

or beaten,

et

Were you ostracized for not gsending in such a letter promptly";;/tc!). Did

friends s_hun‘or'_fi_avoid you or refuse to talk to you because you had not

gent for the formg? 49 . Was.your spouse? ; yfiur children? _ ° 3

b4

or other members -of your family? mistreated for your delay in sending

such a. letter? < ., What mistreatment 4id they suffer and from whoiu?
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100, While you were in a WRA Center did the U. S. Immigration Service commence
any deportat ion proceeding against your husband? ___; wife? ____;
father? ___ ; mother? ___, for violation of any immigratlon law? Did
you fear that the namber of your family against whom deportation proceeds
ings had been started would be deported from the U, 8. to Japan because
guch person was 1illsgally in the U, 8.7 ____ . Did you fear separation

’from such person and did the feer that such person would be deported
cause you to apply for the forms upon which to rsnounce citizenship so
that you would not be separated from such person? _ __ .

Re: RENUNC IATION HEARING
Name the mebers of your family besides you who had a hearing on an sppli.

cation for renunciation of citizenship, Husband? 3 wife? H

e

brother%}jkgzzg gisters? _; other family members?

Did you have your hearing before the renunciation of your wife?
husband ? 3 .bpobherat, ¢ or sliatera? . Did you have it on %the

same day as your wife? i hnabeng® o On what date did you have

your renunciation hcarln 7 2&&%&%&// Was your hearing officer a

man? A7;=; a wouanVB;ZmJ. Did you have an interpreter at your hearings

M. . Did you need one? .

S "

102, At your renhunciation hearing did you tell the hearing officer that you
wented to renounce because you were loyal to Japan, or that vou wanted
Japan to win the war, or that you were against the U. S. or make other
gtatements indicating loyalty to Japan or disloyalty to the U. 50?4{:&
What , in substance, did you tell the hearing officer as reasons why ycu

wanted to renounce your ciltizenship? |

Name the persons who coached you and told you what you were tc say ab
your hearing to make certain your renunciation would be approved and st ate
whether they were Issel, Kibel or Nisel and the Dblocks where they lived.
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103, Did the hearing officer tell you that you did not have to renounce your

cilt izenship in order to go to Japangfizﬁﬁ{ Did you believe this? _ ;

Were you in fear of the hearing officer?egégﬁﬂ Why?

Did you fear to tell the hearing officer the real reasons why you were

renouncing your citlizenship? ~Z#fy. What did you think would happen if

ou had told hin the xeal rensons? Ml b Lialline AltTHs

i 4
104, Did you fear that if yééydid and your renuncilat ion was not accepted that

you would get in trouble with your parents? __; other family members?

/4;22;914ﬁm}~were in Tule Lak%%122g2¢l\g£_ié some other internment camp?

Were you then in fear of being forcibly relocated in

a dangerous area? ____ (If your hearing took place after the January 29,
1945, announcement were you still in fear of eventual relocation in a
hostile area? ____) Were you then in fear of being drafted? ____ . Were
you in fear of separation from members of your family? ___ . From what

members ?

Were they in Tule Lake? ; or in what other Center? ___

Were they on the WRA "free list" and eligible for relocation at the time?
____ . Had they applied for relocatlion before the day you had your re=-
nunc iat lon hearing? . Were they stlll expecting to be sent to Japan?
. Did they still want to go to Japan? ___. Had they cancelled
thelr applications to go to Japan? ____ .

105, Were you in fear that 1if your renuncilat ion was not “accepted you would be
in danger of harm from any of the leaders or members of a ny of t he pre-
ssure groups at the time you had your renunciation hearinm. Had
the leaders or members been removed to other camps at the t ime you had
yo ur hearing?/égzg. Were some leaders and mcmbsrs still in camp at the

t ime you had your hearing%4gggg. What were the namss of thoge.who were

in your Block?

Were you in fear of/;heﬂﬁ\ﬁgggéggz.

106, Were you removed from Tule Lake Center to Bismaf&EZj%g%zj Santa Fe? _

o=,
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N
When? %/f/% 7L ;3. with whet groups:  the lsb, 2nd,. 3rd or
G T g SR T R

o ¢ What members of your family remained at

What other members of your family were removed from Tule Lake Center to

Bletmmpok? 1 0N

p. i h 5
/ . o~

to Santa E\e\?,;& 72 When? ..,#ﬁg;% /s (4 NN

Were they'r;}h&ed// - & you had your renuhciation hear-

T b bR < u Lake? .
or after you had yo \ ake équg;_

re-united with them, _
//ﬂ

renounced citizenship,

e e

Did you . give such answers because other members of your family had been
removed from Tule Lake and you thought that by éo doing you would be re-
united with the%;4ggkgﬂ Did you fear that those family members would be
deported t o Japan and that if you gave such answers you would be re=united
with them and be deported along with thigj,

(a) If you applied for relocation in the U, 5. after your renunciation

state when you did so. : )

(b) Did you write a Letter to the Attorney General or Justice Department

asking to cancel your renuncistion? When? In what
e

Cent er were you ldviig when you wrote that letter?

NG

mit igatioh hearidg’ between Decgfiber, 1945, And April,

.+ oA what Center gid you hgve this izaring? 2
* ﬁas youy‘ﬁearingEfoicer a man? 5 a woman? i

AL this hearing’did gou tell tha hearing offic that, you were loyal to
ﬂécaa€24fJL4PQ423 pry s Zf;nauék.J&&&ﬁiggzgghna2?5*“‘
Japan or disloyal to % U./2S./Jor

words to such an effect? vt LE you

did, state why you did this,.

T e e e L S R ST T e SR SR et e e e S A e




What members of your famlly were wicth you in the same Center at the time
of this hearing? (spouse, father, mother, children, brothers, sisters,

father in law, mother in law) _

From what members of your famlly were you then separghed?

s

Where were those members of your family at the time of your mitigation

hearing?

ezre

= e

Were they then on the WRA or Justice Department free list and eligible

for relocat ion? _ . Had they relocated? If they had, state when.

Did you then fear that members of your family in other camps were to be
deported to Japan? __ . Was it because of your fear that those members

were to be deported to Japan that you gave such answers to the mitigation

hearing officer so that you would be allowed to rejoin those members and

not be separated any longer from them? e
What members of your family, if any, were removed to other internment

camps after you had your renunciation hearing?

When and where were you re-united with them?

When were you released from detention?

what camp were you when you were released from detention?

If any of your family members were sent to Japan, state when they sailed

for Japan. From what port

did they sail? . What other members of

your family went to Japan?

When were you placed on the "free list"?
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your parents, spouse or other family members were placed on the free list,
state when they were placed on that list and the camp from which they

relocated.

State the name of any person in your family who has served or 1s serving

in the Armsed Forces of the United States and the branch of serv1oe.

State the relation ship of such person to you

St:5e the Serial Number of such person S92/ 3 7§/7 a5 de?gzu

Has such »nerson received an Honorablse DlschargeQE“tgganz

If, befors evacuation, or while you were in an Assembly Center or Wsr Re=
locat ion Center any person (Caucasian or other) threatened, warned or

advised you against returning to your home or against relocating, state

the names of such persons and their addresses? _ ;;gggég;é; HEDERS

= o o

When were such threats, warnings or advice made or given to you?

Year Month 4

Where were you at the time?

Were the threatsg, warnings or advice verbal or in letters?

Were any members of your family threatened, warned or advised against

leaving camp, relocating to their homes?

Name the family members and specify their relgbtionship to you.,

Have you ever served in the armed forces of the U, S.?

In what brench? o When? Period of service

o ol

. Where did you serve? Date you reeceiv=~

ed an Honorable Discharge? _ HRAE Serial No., _

What other members of your family (father, children, brothers or sigters)

served in the armed forces of the U. S.

fonpa—

State thelr names, relationship and branch of the armed forces in which

they served or are serving,
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Since rebturning to Japan in 1946 have you voted i r elections?
12 Jou,

. Where? __ . Years you

voted? _ ot _ What electlons? g .

Why did you wote In those elections?

s =

What Allied military officers told you to vote?

What were you told would happen to you 1f you didn't vote?

What Japanese officials told you to vote? _

T=peciesEmamrens

What neilghborhood association told you to vote?

-

State the names and addresses of the nelghbors who told you to vote?

What were you told would happento you 1f you didn't vote? _

What did you believe or fear would happen to you if you didn't vote?

Since returning to Japan in 1946 has your name been revlstered in

family Koseki? 4425@5’ When (what year) /17¢££;
< D

Where? /<5

Where did you go to be regilstered?

Why dld FOou to be reglstered?ézzcéi-

e cor‘eo?e other than you per

state who 1t was who re *stered you.
What re atlon is UéZt person to you?,

Why were you registered In a Kosekl since returning to Japan in 19467

%% 2~W;«—/Mu&w m/
nat cauced you & regist 'éga in 4 K %ekl s,ane 1946‘7 g

Cwalil by petrcnin Loarcis pertrvsis
o i .
Were you registered in a Kosekl siMce returning to Japan in 1946 because

if you were not registered you would not have been given a ration card?

“”5&A27‘ or would not have been given an address %o




receive mall? _—2487¢ 7 ___ or would have been

punished, and, I1f so, by whom? _ _2.¢ ¢ i and why?

- g
T mee s Lo D e S S e RS S S S e

Were you registered because of fear that if you weren't you would suffer
in gome form? . A% ... SUCh as would not be issued a ratlon card?

or for what other reasons?

S
T e T

Have you, since returning to Japan in 1946 been naturalized as a Japanese

citlzen? _ ___2#¢m £ .- If so, what steps did you take to become natu-

ralized as a Japanese cltizen?

e

~CHEREIRIRE

Have you, since returning to Japan been employed by the Japanese Governs

ment or any agency of the Japanese Government ? U A

== < S

If so, name the office by which you were employed and the dates of your

employment 2

Have you workel for the United States Government or Allied military authe

orltleq while in Japan? For what service

In what Capaclty94§}02222$40uwufy Where did you perform yo
work? ;22u4244u4£a_,\ Dates of your employment? _

o /I5VE g7

What is xﬁg; occupat Yon naél

What property do you om im Jafan?.

Nature of property?

Est imated valuation of that property? }'m 0 Y ®)

Name of your nearest relative in the U. &. and address,

- eheads Bhogndy - 353 3@%&%@@

To what address do you Intend to return to in the U. S.
Y 1 S

(Attach all the documents and letters you have relating to your renunc ia=-

Al

e

tion of U, S. citizenship.,)

Have you filed an application with a U. S. Consul in dapan ‘for a U. 5.

Pasaport 2 /?M . When did you file it? 4;{}'4 A

(Attach a copy of the affldsvit you filed with the U./él Congul which

explained why you renounced U. S. citizenship,)
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What ressons did the U. 8. Consul give you for refusing to lssue you a

passport ? /f ;;; Z ‘/

=

(Attach the letter of refusal the U. S. Consul sent to you.)

Have you registered as on allens in Japanf LAttt ; When?

Where? 4

Date: % 22 2 97
L R /

MKM

Sign

Telephone Number

v ————,




WAYNE M, COILINS

Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California
Telephone GArfield 1-5827

June 3, 1957

Mr. Sunao Akiyoshi
138 Nishibaru Oaza,
Tachiaral machi,
Hongo kyo ku Kunai,
Mii gun, Fukuoka ken
Japan

Dear Mr, Akiyoshi:

On May 9, 1957 s the Department of Justice rejected’
your affidavits and denied your administrative clearance be-
cause it reached a conclusion that your renunciation of U.,S.
citizenship was not caused by fear, coercion or duress., It

states that the reasons for its refusal to give you adminis-
trative clearance are as follows:

"We attach the original of subject's affidavit submitted
by your letter. You will note that he stated in answer to
Question 7(A) that he gave a negative answer to the loyalty
question Lecause of fear of separation from his family. The
pertinent War Relocation Authority file reflects that his
family remained at the Gila River Center while he transferred
to Tule Lake, so his allegation of fear of separation from
them, if he gave an affirmative answer to the loyalty question,
is not convineing. Furthermore, he applied for repatriation
on January 13, 1944, and again on August 30, 1945, and it
appears his family neither desired nor requested repatriation.
In this last-mentioned application subject stated that he de-
sired to Le repatriated to Japan 'unconditionally and without
qualification', Subject stated in answer to Questions 9(A)
and (C) of his affidavit that he joined the Kokoku Seinen-Dan
and renounced because of fear, threats and pressure exerted
upon him by the pressure groups at the Tule Lake Center. He
did not elaborate on the nature of the fear, threats or pres-
sure, or identify the persons involved, In view of this fact
and the facts above recited, we are unable to express an opinion
as to whether subject's case ma; be considered as coming within
the coverage of the decision in the Murakaml case,

"In view of these circumstances, Mr, Collins may wish to
inform Mr., Akiyoshi that he may have an opportunity tc submit
a further affidavit setting forth in detall and with the great-
est possible particularity, the reasons for his refusal to
swear unqualified allegiance to the United States, and his




willingness to transfer from the Gila River Center to the
Tule Lake Center when his parents and five brothers and
sisters remained at the former center. Also, the reasons
for his willingness to repatriate to Japan 'unconditionally
and without qualification'. He should state in detall and
with the greatest possible particularity the nature of the
fear, threats and pressure exerted upon him to join the
pro-Japanese organization and renounce his citizenship.

He should cite specific instances, the approximate dates
and the full names, War Relocation Authority block numbers,
or other proper identifying information of the persons in-
volved.

We wish to advise you that even if such additional
affidavit should result in a finding that this subject's
case comes within the Murakami decision, we would be unable
to stipulate to the unusual disposition of subject's case
because of the evidence of his recovery of Japanese c¢iti-
zenship as set forth in answer to Question 10(B) of his

affidavit.”




==

As soon as the processing of the affidavits of other
renunciants in the cases has been completed your individual case
can be scheduled for an individual court trial in the U,S. Dis-
trict Court in San Francisco and, if you consent to have such
a trial, a statement from the Clerk of the Court showing the
approximate time of your trial will be sent to you to present
to the U,S, Consul in Japan to enable you to return to the U,S.
on a "Certifiéate of Identity" for your trial.

Therefore, please wait patiently until you receive the next
letter from me.

Very truly yours,

s/ Wayne M. Collins

P.S. If your wife (or husband) or your father (or mother)
is or becomes a U,S, citizen (or is a renunciant whose U.S.
citizenship has been or becomes restored or who obtains a U,S.
passport) your citizen wife (or husband) or citizen father
(or mother§ can make an application to a U,S, Consul in Japan
or to the U,S, Immigration Service in the U,S, to allow you to
enter the U,S. for permanent residence purposes as an alien on
a "nonquota immigrant visa". If you obtain such a "nonquota
immigrant visa" and return to the U.S, as an alien for permanent
resldence purposes you would, in due course of time, become
eligible for naturalization as a U,S. citizen. If such a visa
is to issue to you from a U,S, Consul in Japan it is likely the
Consul will inform you that you must withdraw from the mass
class equity suits before it is delivered to you and ask you to
obtain a copy of a dismissal order from me before the '"nonquota
immigration visa'will be delivered to you,




AFFIDAVIT

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write “uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known,
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name \ KTYOSHI, Sunao Date of Birth  poyniapy 3, 1916

2. If born prior to December 1, 1924 | (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese When : Where Rt 1 Box
nationality? 3
7" vYes January 1937 279 Torrance, Ca

3. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese

Not appl icable nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese When
nationality?

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From To

1923 March 1927 Folks send
Dec. 10945 1954 Living

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School Period of Attendance

To

Ozeki Grammer School, 1st to 4th Grade March 1927

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

Japanese language and arithmatic.

applying:Eyen though I was a citizn I was discriminated, evacuated and interned
to a camps by force simply because of my Japanese ancestry and lost all my
interests, property and citizenship rights therefore I lost my hope in U.S.
and also feared that I would be deported to Japan anyway due to the influence
and rumors which existed in camp by the agitators of Alien and Kibei-Nisei,

I was influenced to request for repatriation to Japan to avoid threats and
violence.

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you
allegiance to the United States? Yes would swear unqualified allegiance? No

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers? yes If so, give your reasons: I rea

lized how democratic life in U.S. is highly valued and a citizen must aid and
protect our country and the constitution of America has no racial discriminati
but the government interned a citizens and aliens alike to a confinement camp

DN
oy

force and guarded with armed sentry like a prisoner. While I had exhausted kkmkxk

thoughts I was influenced by the prejudice to do so because of fears of break
in family indefinately by force out of camp, and to stay in camp for the durat

up
e}

AL crran P aan vty ol dcr o A o o 4 42 o oo
oI —War—I1ormy Security ana provecuion,
(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?.....NQNE. ____If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:
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Page 2

(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, or a quali-
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?....... Q... If so, give reasons:

8. (A) finsyes Period of

Membership

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS: Yes

Z,
o

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)

Central Japanese Association (Beikcku Chuo Nipponjin Kai)

Central Japanese Association of Southern California

Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and

Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai

Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)

Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans)
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association)
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)

Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940

Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization)
Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)

R Ll el el s B sl ol e B o IR o B ol o

Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after
studying in Japan)

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre)
Northwest Japanese Association

P P3| Pl ™

Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War)
(Cherry Blossom Society)

Shinto Temples
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)

Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)
Hokoku Seinen-Dan

Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

ol el ol

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

I became a member because the pressure was great and the pro-Japanese leader
of the organization told me that the W.R.A. have permitted it and influenced
me to join.because we're being deported anyway and to learn Japanese language|,
culture and custom, fearing from the influence and rumors I have joined to prie-
pare for life in Japan when I'm deported.

(C) State nature of your activity and officesyou held: At Block 14, Tule Lake Center, I was selected
as messenger without my knowledge. I participated in excercises but did not
participated in any formal meetings or activities.

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:

None
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was

due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully: The agitators got full control
and told me that the Japanese government will take action who were not in the
organization when deported to Japan, I believed them and for my security I havpe
joined was due to my misunderstanding.

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully: T wished to
discontinue because of my health but was refused by the leaders, Dan morale wa
so great and the leaders of the Hokoku Seinen Dan is responsible for all the
activities and mislead of the members and for leading us to believe in all
rumors and influences.

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?
Give reasons for so doing:

I was influenced to apply for renouncing of my American citizenship due to the
agitators influences of the pressure group fearing of threats and violence if
I didn't renounced, at that time it was terrible with threats and harms done i
the camp which I was afraid of being subjected to the pressure groups. Also
feared that I would be deported to Japan by believing influences of the agita-
tors even though I possesed American citizenship.

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation

for difference: Phe pressure by the group leader told me to given such a wild

answers to a hearing officer of the renounciation of citizenship to be disloyall
to America, if asked that I will face the gun of U.S. to give answer yes:and
that renounciation is my will and intention.

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

The condition that prevailed in the camps kept me in the constant state of
fears of the future and for my safety from threats and harm by the agitators
of the pressure group.

(D) If the fear did not extend from tl?e df:lte of application to t.he date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully: I was transfered to the Fort Lincoln
Internment Camp, Bismarck, North Dakota with Aliens and Kibei-Nisei agitators

which operated undercover in inquiring of everyone .who would make false move
and threatens if necessary.

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the
reasons for the delay in making such request:

None
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0 i necomey. L WA PAY T SDEEIA R BT BELY Y priTEd R, perelpll vt onpgergroraibtsty
citizen and I have bought a new farm equipments to fight on the home front in
1940 to do my utmost on the farm as a American born Japanese. I have voted in
the political elections and I have done by best for the progress of the Red
Cross, Salvation Army, Unemployed organization, Christian activity and so for
for the democracy. I was discriminated, evacuated and interned without certal
of being freed simply because of my Japanese ancestry and was deprived of my
citizenship, therefore I feared that the government intended to send us to Jig
at the first chance. Even though my brother volunteered into the military ser
vice, few month after the out break of World War II he was released from acti
duty because of his Japanese ancestry. Feared that the Anti-Japanese act alor]
the Pacific coast will never permit us to live in U.S. While interned in camp
someone burned my homes which I lost my hopes to remain in U.S.

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan. While evacuation to internment SO
one had to burn our homes on top of losing my interest and property and I had
no place to turn to, and I feared of living without fund is impossible in the
U.S. where discrimination existed for all Japanese and Japanese ancestry. The
folks said they will meet me later in Japan.

After I came to Japan I had more time to think clearly and have deeply regret
ted for reénouncing my American citizenship and coming to Japan. I have learng
to appreciate the true meaning of democracy and its' value.

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship? Yes
Answer Yes or No

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor. T went to village office and found out that
I was "stateless" and no one could be a stateless person in any country. I hg
to recover my Japanese citizenship in order to get my food and all other rati
for. 'my living.

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following: None

I enlisted (or was drafted) on in the j ; my Serial number is
State the date State the Branch of Service

I still am in such service ; I was released from active duty on and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or No

on

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected
state the time when and the place where you volunteered. None

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

None

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason
for the rejection if known to you.
None

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

2nd..and. 4th _Braother Masayuki..and. George Akiyoshi

Relationship Name

Both U.S. Army 39153747 US-56074471

Branch-of Service Serial Number

Japan
—Prefeeture—of Fukuoka

)
City of F%BS%II bed and sworn to before me this lltl? day of May .19 54
Consulate of the United States of America

5 /s/ Sunao Akiyoshi
sS. '

(Signature in full of applicant)

/s/ Mathew D. Smith, Jr.

SEAL OF THE CONSULATE OF THE UNITED Mathgw D. Smith, Jr.
STATES OF AMERICA, Fukuoka, Japan American Vice Consul.

Service No. 5533  $2.00Stamp: American Forelgn Service

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.




WAYNE M. COLLINS

ATTORNEY AT LAW
MILLS TOWER, 220 BUSH STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIFORNIA

TELEPHONE GARFIELD 1-1218

November 19, 1957

Mr, Sunao Akiyoshi
138 Nishibara Oaza
Tachiarai-machi
Hongyo Kyoku Kunail
Mii-gun, Fukuoka-ken
Japan

Dear vy, Akiyoshi:

Enclosed find your copy of the Affidavis,
the original of which was sent air wail, You

should keep this copy for future reflerence,

Very truly yours,




AFFIDAVIT

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write “uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known,
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

. Name Date of Birth /
AKTYOSHI, Sunao February 3, 1916

. If born prior to December 1, 1924 | (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese When

Where
nationality? Rt 1 Box 279
- C .
Tes January 1937 Torrance, “alif.

. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japahese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese

nationality? ;
Not applicable

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese When
nationality?

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

To

1923 March 1927 Folks send us here
December 1945 1954 Living

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School ; d Period of Attendance

To

Cr aumer School, lst to 4th Grade March 1927

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

Japanese language and arithmatic.

6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan? : , and your reasons for so
applying: Guen though I was a citizen I was discriminated, evacuated and interned to a camps
by force simply because of my Japanese ancestry and lost all my interests, property and
citizenship rights therefore I lost my hope in U.S. and also feared that I would be deported
to Jgpan anyway due to the influences and rumors which existed in camp by the agitators of
Alien and Kibei-llisei, I was influenced to request for repatriation to Japan to avoid
threats and violence.

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you
allegiance to the United States? X would swear unqualified allegiance?
Tes o

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers? Yes If so, give your reasons:
I realized how democratic life in U.S. is highly valued and a citizen must aid and protec
our country and the constitution of dmerica has no racial discpimination but the government
interned a citizens and aliens alike to a confinement camp by force and guarded with armed
sentry like a prisoner. While I hal exhausted thoughts I was influenced by the prejudice to
do so because of fears of break up in family indefinately by force out of camp, aud to stay
in camp for the dwation of war for my security and protection.

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?......% one If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expr
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?

or by refusal to answer, or a quali-
If so, give reasons:

8. (A)

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:

Period of
Membership

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)

Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai)

Central Japanese Association of Southern California

Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)

Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and

Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai

Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)

Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans)

Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association)

Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)

Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, J apan, 1940

LR R R R

Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization).

Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)

Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after
studying in Japan)

BN

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)

"

Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre)

i

Northwest Japanese Association

b

Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War)
(Cherry Blossom Society)

Shinto Temples

Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)

Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)

T ]

Hokoku Seinen-Dan

Hokoku Joshi Seine‘n-Dan

"

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan

"

Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

'\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

X

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member: I became a menber because the pressure was pgreat and the
pro-Jap anese leader of the organization told me that the W.R.A, have permitted it and
influenced me to join because we're being deported anyway and to learn Japa ese language,
culbure and custom, fearing from the influence and rumors I have Jjoined to prepare for

life in Japan when I'm deported.

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held: At Block l/+ : Tule Lake Center 4 1 W&S selected as

mssenger without my knowledge. I participated in excercises but did
any formal meetings or activities.

not participated in

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:

Hone
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully: The a git ators got full control

and told me that the Japanese government will take action who were not in the or ganizat ion
when deported to Japan, I believed them and for my sSecurity I have joined was due to my
misunderst anding. -

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

I wished to
discontinue because of my health but was refused by the leaders, Dan morale was so great ad
the leaders of the Hokoku Seinen Dan is responsible for all the activities and mislead of
the menbers and for leading us to believe in all rumors and influences.

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?

fiire et fot a0 dolagt, 7 wait- dnfiusised 4o apply for rencuncing of my /merican citizenship
due to the agitators influences of the pressure group fearing of threats and violence if I
didn't renounced, at that time it was terrible with threats and harms done in the camp
which T was afraid of being subjected to the pressure groups. Also feared that I would be
deported to Japan by believing influences of the agitators even though I possesed 4American
citizenship.

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons giveﬁ to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation
for difference: The pressure by the group leader told me to given such a wild answers to a
hearing officer of the renounciation of citizenship to be disleyal to Mmerica, if asked
that T will face the gun of U.S. to give answer yes and that renounciation is my will and
intention.

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for

renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation: The condition that o evailed in the canps l’ept .
in the constant state of fears of the future and for my safety from threats and harm by the
agitators of the pressure group.

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully: 4
;i i I was transfered tot he Fort Lincoln Internment
Camp, Bismarck, North Dakota with 4liens and Kibei-Nisei agitators which operated undercover
and incquiring of everyone who would make false move and threatens if necessar Ve

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the
reasons for the delay in making such request:

\

None
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet
if necesspry. T was faithfully observing and obeying rules of the U.S. as a good citizen

and I h& bought 2 new farm equipments to fight on the hame front in 19,0 to do my utmost

o the farm as a dmerican born Japanese., I have voted in the political elections and I

have done my bgst for the progress of the Red Cross, Salvation Army, Unemployed organization s

Christian activity“and so forth for the democracy. I was discriminated, evacuated and

interned without certain of being freed simply because of my Japanese anceStry and was

deprived of my citizenship rights and I believed that the government had refused to recognize

our citizenship, therefore T feared that the government intended to send us to Japan at the

first chance. Even thoubh Iy brother volunteered into the military service, few monthS

after the out break of World War II he was released from active duty because of his

Japanese ancestry.. Feared that the .mtl-Ju.panego acts along the Pacific cogs 11 nhever

permit us to live in U.S. While interned in camp sameone burned ny homes "'{11 lost my

hopes to remain in U.S.

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan. While ‘evacuat ioli’l to internment someon
had to burn our hgmes on top of losing my interest and property and I had no place to turn
to, and I fearedXdfYiving without fundgis impossible in the U.S. where diserimination
existed for all Japanese and Japanese ancestry. The folks said they will meet me later

in Japan.

After I came to Japan I had more time to think clearly and have deeply regretted for
renouncing my American citizenship and coming to Japan. I have learned to appreciate the
_tig_u:g ru:grllnﬂ- ol nnr‘hnmnny and e - R Valnp_

RE-O —
(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship? Yes
Answer Yes or No

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor. T went to village office and found out that I was
nstateless"” and no one could be a stateless person in any country. I had to recover my
Japanese citizenship in order to gt my food and all other rations for my living.

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following: ione

I enlisted (or was drafted) on b = .13 in the .. ; my Serial number is.

State the date State the Branch of Service

I still am in such service 3 I was rel d from active duty on P and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or No v 4

on

_ (B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.
None

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

None

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason

for the rejection if known to you.
None

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

2nd and 4th Brother Masayukil and Ceorge Jikiyoshi

Relationship Name

Both U«S. drmy 3915377 US-5607L 471

Branch of Service Serial Number

vty s

Prefecture of Fakuoka z & (Signature jn full of applicant)

to before me this

Tty f Fakuoka z- 7
or: 9 IP:;M

i gubsg'g‘te)secf‘aré SWi

Matthew D, t-h, Jr.
American Vice Consul

This afidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.




WAYNE M. COLLINS

ATTORNEY AT LAW
MILLS TOWER, 220 BUSH STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIFORNIA

TELEPHONE GARFIELD 1-1218

November 19, 1957

Mr, Sunao Akiyoshi
138 Nishibara Oaza
Tachiarai-machi
Hongyo Kyoku Kunai
Mii-gun, Fukuoka=-ken
Japan

Daar Mr, Akiyoshi:
I am re

you uld make any additions or corrections
in the affidavit, please inform me of the changes in &
letter enclosing the affidaviy,

Very truly yours,




December 5, 1957

Mr. Sunao Akiyoshi
138 Nishibara Qaza
Tachiarai-machi
Hongyo Kyoku Kunail
Mil-gun, Fukuoka-ken
Japan

Dear Mr. Akiyoshi:

%0 the nearest .0, Consul ia J
#nd hove his seal affized therete

to ae by airsall
-

tice leparteent intends teo

: sdminiatretive




WAYNE M, COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

Telephone GArfield 1-5827

December 20, 1957

Mr. Sunao Akiyoshi

138 Nishibaru Oaza
Tachiarai machi

Hongo kyo ku Kunai

Mii gun, Fukuoka Ken, Japan

Dear Mr. Akiyoshi:

The affidavit forms you recently returned to me have
been examined and compared with the records in my office.
The forms appeared to me to be in good order. In conse-
quence, I have delivered them to the U,S. Attorney's office
for processing through the Justice Department,

On February 21, 1957, Assistant U,S. Attorney General
George C, Doub, assured me that the Department would view
renunciants cases with more liberality in granting adminis-
trative clearance than heretofore,

Because a fairly large number of affidavits of other
renunciants also are being processed it may take several
months before a final decision in your case is made by the
Justice Department,

Therefore, I suggest that you wait patiently for the
decision in your case which I shall relay to you Jjust as
soon as I receilve information from the Department.

If the Justice Department clears you by this adminis-
trative method a judgment cancelling your renunciation and
declaring you to be a U,S, citizen will be entered in the
mass suits,

If the Justice Department does not clear you by this
administrative method, your case then can be set down for
an individual court hearing,

Veri/ffuly z;Prs}//‘
//gz///ﬂ45 & &8




AFFIDAVIT

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION 6F AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write “uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what-was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known,
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name Sunao Akiyoshi ' Date of Birth February 3, 1916

2. If born prior to December 1,1924 | (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese When re
axtionalig? 7 1 Yev 1, Box 279
o8 anuary, 1937 Torrance, Calif,

3. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese

Not applieable nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese When
nationality?

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpoée of each visit:

Date : Purpose

From To

1923 ~ |March 1927 Folks sent us here
Vec. 1945 Present | Living

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School Period of Attendance

Ozeki Grammar School, 1lst to lth Grade 1923 To  March 1927

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

Japanese language and arithmetie

6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?..... .......... If so, give date 19% W‘ , and your reasons for so
applying:

See attached sheet.

7. (A) Have you eyer expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you
allegiance tg the United States? would swear unqualified allegiance?

es. ee attached sheet No

To

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers? If s0, give your reasons:

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you? If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressiyjfgby refusal to answer, or a quali-
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?..............  If so, give reasons:

M{_,-ﬁ

e

See attached sheet

8. (A) R Period of
Membership
WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)

Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai)

Central Japanese Association of Southern California
Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and

Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai

Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)

Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans)
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association)

Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)

Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940

Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization)

Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)

Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after

studying in Japan) eV g . B 8

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre)
Northwest Japanese Association

Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War)
(Cherry Blossom Society)

Shinto Temples

Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)

Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)
Hokoku Seinen-Dan

Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan

Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

See attached sheet

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:

””

See attached sheet

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:

See attached sheet




Sunao Akiyoshi

6:

On Jan. 13, 194)i, I applied at the Tule Lake Center at the same

time as my brother Masayuki when we were living in Block 1llj, The
reasons were that when we were at the Gila River Center our father
and mother told us that we must repatriate to Japan ahead of them
because they being aliens under the law were removable to Japan

and the Government eventually would send them to Japan and they wanted
us to be sure that we would go too and said that they would rejoin
us in Japan. They didn't want to go to Japan but they believed

like other Issei in Gila River that the Government didn't want
Japanese aliens in the U. S. and that it intended eventually to

send them to Japan on the exchange ship. So they didn't want our
family separated permanently. After we were sent to the Tule Lake
Center for answering No to questions 27-28 the influence and the
rumors spread by the Issei and Kibel agitators made us believe that
we were sure to be deported to Japan whether we wanted to go or not.
Lot of people in Tule Lake put pressure on us to agree to repatriate.
Masaru Hashimoto, Manabu Hosokawa, who were Kibel in our block,

and Mr, Matsuda, Issei in Block 6, and Mr, Shimizu who was Issei from
Block |} said we must agree to repatriate as a large unit of people
as the U, S, considered us disloyal for answering No to questions
27-28 and segregated us to Tule Lake to be deported to Japan and

the only way we can be accepted in Japan 1s by agreeing to repatri-
ate or else we could be subjected to punishment in Japan as Japanese
authorities would sure punish Kibei if they hadn't agreed to
repatriate., Having lost all my interests, property and citizenship
rights and being forced into a camp and being subject to all such
rumors and influence in Tule Lake and having been told by my father
and mother that they would be deported to Japan for being aliens

and that we must be repatriated so we would be rejoined as a family
in Japan, my brother and I lost all hope after being pressed on

all sides in Tule Lake and if we didn't do it the agitators would
do something to us in camp and would report us to the Japanese
Government. Also they told us if we didn't do 1t the Government
might send us to the outside and that 1f that happened we wouldn't
be accepted by the American public which was very hostile and anti=-
Japanese and if that happened to us we wuldn't see our parents or
be with them again as they would be sent to Japan from Gila River

as they were aliens.

On August 30, 1945, I asked for repatriation when I was in the

camp at Bismarck, North Dskota. Although my father and mother

were in Gila River they had told us that they expected eventually

to be sent to Japan and that our repatriation was necessary so that
our family would be rejoined in Japan. They didn't want us to be
relocated from Gila or from Tule Lake because of fear that it would
result in our permanent separation. As I had renounced my citizen-
ship and was sent to Bismarck I thought this meant that I was certain
to be sent to Japan and the Dan members who were in Blsmarck said
deportation was certain and there was no way for me to avoid de-
portation and this was the only way our family could ever be certain
that we would be rejoined. Under the pressure of Sumito Yamasaki

at Bismarck I stated in application that I wanted to repatriate
unconditionally and without qualification as I was afraid of the Dan
group. The people who were interned with me in Bismarck were Dan
members and they watched to see that nobody tried to escape from
being sent to Japan. If I had known that my folks would relocate
and that I could join them and could have applied to join them
without the Dan knowing about it and causing me trouble I wuld

have tried. It was in August, 1945, that our home in Torrance,
California, was burned down by some Caucasians. As it turned out

my folks, brothers and sisters stayed and Masayuki and I were sent




Sunao Akiyoshi

6 continued:

to Japan and were separated from them which was the thing that we
were most worried about and had tried all along to prevent. Even
at Seattle, Washington, Hosokawa and his group made me say I wanted
to repatriate. This was just before we left for Japan. I was in
fear of the group.

7(A):

I realized that as a citizen I must fight for my country and was
willing before evacuation to do it. I registered for the draft

in Wilmington, Calif., in October of 1940, and was classified 3-A.
If I had been drafted I would have served loyally as a soldier.

But afterward we were evacuated and interned even though we were
citizens. At the time of the registration in Gila River my father
and mother sald we must sign No-No to questions 27 and 28, They
feared if we were accepted as volunteers by the Army we would meet
race discrimination in the ranks and be mistreated and it would
mean we would be separated from them, They feared that if we signed
Yes that we would swear unqualified allegiance to the U, S, that

we would be sent out of camp to relocate among Caucasians who would
discriminate against us and treat us with hostility because of the
war and that we would not be safe trying to live and work under
such adverse conditions and that if we were sent outside we would
be separated from them permanently. They were aliens and they
expected all along that the Government intended sometime to send
them to Japan on the exchange ship and they didn't wish our family
to become separated. They pressured us that we must answer No-No
to the questions and be sent to some segregation center ahead of
them from which we would be sent to Japan and that they would re-~
patriate after us and we would be rejoined as a family unit in
Japan. We had lost everything because of being evacuated and my
parents believed they would not be given a chance to stay in the

U. S, and that their repatriation to Japan and our joining them
there was the only hope for the rehabilitation of our family. Also
they believed that only by answering No-No to the questions would
we be able to stay in a center and be safe from diserimination and
violence outside until we were all repatriated. Not only were we
and our parents of the same beliefs at the time but numerous people
in Gila River had the same views and fesars and we were subjected
constantly to rumors, propaganda and influences there to answer
No-No to those questions for our welfare and security.

7(C) ¢

While in the camps I did not change my mind because of my belief
that our family would be permanently separated, as explained in

my answers to questions 6 and 7 above. Had it not been for my
fears of family separation which would have resulted from my being
taken into the Army if I had volunteered in camp or of my being '
relocated to a new community risking diserimination and persecution
and thus being separated from my parents who expected to be sent to
Japan I would have been willing to change my answers if given the
chance. If I had changed my answer to question 28 and then be sent
to Japan anyway it would have meant serious trouble for me in Japan
as practically everyone I knew believed that a record of expressed
loyalty to the U. S. would have caused the Japanese authorities to
infliet severe punishment on us.




Sunao Akiyoshi

8(B):

I became a member because the pressure was great and the pro-
Japanese leader of the organization told me that the W.R.A. had
permitted it and influenced me to join because we're being deported
anyway and to learn Japanese language, culture and custom; fearing
from the influence and rumors I have joined to prepare for 1life in
Japan when I'm deported.

My brother Masayuki and I were living in Block 1l in the Tule Lake
Center. I became a member about the end of October or first part
of November of 19l and was a member to the time I was sent to
Japan although from February of 1945 when I was sent to Bismarck
it wasn't an organization as the Officer in Charge in Bismarck
didn't allow it to be an organization 1ike the W.R.A. had.

The persons who influenced me and Masayuki with thelr statements

to become members were named Masaru Hashimoto and Manabu Hosokawa,

Kibei, Block 14, They said the W.R.A, wanted us to join as we were
to be deported to Japan and we must prepare for our life there and

that members would be accepted favorably by the Japanese Government
and if we wers not members we'd be put on a blacklist and it would

be dangerous for us because we would be viewed as spies or disloyal
persons by the Japanese officials.

8(C):

I participated in some of the exercises but did not participate
in any formal meetings or activities. I tried to go to the

s for my health but had to glve it up as I had
appendix difficulties and exercise didn't seem to do my condition
any good but made it act up. At Block 1l I was selected as messenger
without my knowledge.

8(D):

I didn't discontinue my membership because when I told Masaru
Hashimoto I wanted to do it because the officials of the camp
dldn't like its activities he sald if I resigned my membership
there was danger the Hoshi Dan of ficers would put me down on the
blacklist which would make trouble for me in Japan. So I didn't
resign as I believed it would mean trouble for me but anyway I
wasn't doing anything forbidden by the camp officials and so %o
avold trouble in Japan I didn't do anything further about resigning.
I was hearing rumors all the time that resignation would lead to
trouble in Japan.

9(A):

It was about January, 1945, when everyone was doing so in the Tule
Lake Center. :

I was influenced to apply for renouncing of my American citizenshilp
due to the agltators' influences of the pressure group fearing of
threats and violence if I didn't renounce. At that time 1t was
terrible with threats and harms done in the camp which I was afrald
of being subjected to the pressure groups. Also feared that I
would be deported to Japan by belleving influences of the agitators
even though I possessed American citizenship.
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9(A) continued:

My parents, 2 brothers and 3 sisters were in Gila River and

Masayuki and I were in the Tule Lake Center. My parents' pressure
on us had been the chief reason we were in the Tule Lake Center as
they were alliens and at Gila expected they would be sent to Japan
and they wanted to make sure that our family would not be separated,
that is, some of us would be left behind in the U, 8. so they
pressured Masayuki and me to answer No-No to questions 27 and 28

so we wouldn't be volunteering for the Army which wuld mean if we
were taken they might never see us again and they didn't want us

to answer that we would swear unqualified allegiance to the U, 8.
which would mean we would be required to leave the Center and
relocate among anti-Japanese Caucasians and might never be united
with the family again and never see them after the folks were sent
to Japan. They insisted that we must be sent to the segregation
center and that on our be ng sent to Japan and thelr being repatri-
ated from Gila River we would be united in Japan. A%t renunciation
time we fell for the rumors and propaganda also that if we didn't
renounce our citizenship we might be sent outside of Tule Lake to be
relocated to some spot selected by the WRA or might just be sent out
te find a place to live and work without the help of the WRA because
the WRA was going to close down and only aliens who were being held
for repatriation would be kept in the Center until the Government
could send them on the exchangs ship. We believed that only by
renouncing could we stay in the Center as aliens and be sent to
Japan where we understood our folks would join us like they had told
us and that this was the only way to avoid relocation and permanent
separation from the folks.

I thought if I was forced outside without money and a safe place to
work and live and without assurance of being able to earn a living

1ife would be impossible for me and also that if the Government let

or forced our whole family out we would not be able to get work and
support such a large family and we didn't have any place to go.

There were so many rumors flying around of what was going to happen

to us and so much propaganda and confusion and fear that I couldn't
think straight. Masaru Hashimoto, Manabu Hosokawa, Kibei in our

Block 14, and Mr. Matsuda and Mr, Shimizu, Issei of Block 6, Dan
officers or leaders said citizens must renounce to stay in camp and
avoid relocation which was too dangsrous because of the anti-Japanese

feelings and because we had no place to go and no money and wouldn't

be able to get work or live in peace. They sald we must renounce to
stay in camp and face deportation to Japan and that Kibei would stand
no chance outside but would have to stay in camp and face deportation
and the only way to be safe in Japan was by renouncing citizenship.,
These four persons told me such things in Block 1l messhall and they
came to our quarters and put the pressure on me. I was afraid that what
they said was true and that if I didn't renounce it would mean all
those trouble would be facing me and that some members of the Dan would
see that I got beaten up if I went against the will and wishes of the

ma jority of the residents. Everybody in camp seemed scared of what was

going to happen to us and of what could happen to us if we didn't
renounce. Mr, Hitomi who was the chief man in the Co-op had been

murdered by unknown persons in Tule Lake and there were many attacks

on people who went against the majority wishes and during the time

of the renunciations it was a wild camp with everyone in fear.

9(B):

The pressure by the group leader told me to give such wild answers
to the hearing officer of the renunciation of citizenship as being
disloyal to America; if asked if I would face the gun of U. S. the
group leader told me to answer yes and that renunciation is my will
and intention.
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9(B) continued:

The Dan officers and members must tell the officer we were
members of Seinen Dan, that we were disloyal to the U, S., that
we wanted to go to Japan and join the Japanese Army and things
like that, If we didn't follow out orders the group would know
because the renunciations wuld be rejected and I feared that if
mine wasn't accepted the group might see that I got beaten maybe
to death as the camp was very wild during this time.

9(C):

The condition that prevalled in the camps kept me in constant state
of fears of the future and for my safebty from threats and harm by
the agitators of the pressure group. I had the same fears like
mentioned in my answer to question 9(A). Hashimoto, Hosokawa,
Sasaki, and other officers and members were in my block and Mr,
Matsuda and Mr. Shimlzu were in camp and I didn't want to face any
trouble from the Dan., Because of my renunciation and being in the
Hokoku Seinen Dan I was sent away to Bismarck, Masayukl was sent
to Santa Fe. The rest of the family was in Gila River.

9(F):

I was faithfully observing and obeying rules of the U. &, as s

good citizen and I had bought new farm equipments to fight on the
home front in 1940 to do my utmost on the farm as an American-born
Japanese. I have voted in the political elections and T have done
my best for the progress of the Red Cross, Salvation Army, Unem-
ployed organizations, Christian activities and so forth for the
democracy. I was diseriminated, evacuated and interned without
certain of being freed simply because of my Japanese ancestry and

was deprived of my citizenship rights and I believed that the
government had refused to recognize our citizenship, therefore I
feared that the government intended to send us to Japan at the first
chance. Even though my brother volunteered into the military
service, few months after the outbreak of World War II he was
released from active duty because of his Japanese ancestry. I feared
that the anti-Japanese acts along the Pacific Coast will never permit
us to live in the U. S. While interned in camp someone burned mny
homes and I lost my hopes to remain in the U. S.

10(A):

While evacuated to internment someone had to burn our homes on top

of losing my interest and property and I had no place to turn to, and
I feared that living without funds was impossible in the U. S. where
discrimination existed for all Japanese and Japanese ancestry. The
folks sald they will meet me later in Japan.

After I came to Japan I had more time to think clearly and have
deeply regretted renouncing my American citizenship and coming to
Japan. I have learned to appreciate the true meaning of democracy
and its value.
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10(B):

I went to village office and found out that I was "stateless"

and no one could be listed as a stateless person but had to be
registered in a koseki in order to get my food and rations for liv-
ing and I had to be registered in the kosekl or else I wuld not
get any food rations to live on and would starve to death., This
was forced on me. Recognition was only for purpose of getting food
and not to become a Japanese citizen.
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(E) If you claim that yo;.n' membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:
The agitators got full control and told me that the Japanese Government will
take action who were not in the organization when deported to Japan. I
believed them and for my security I have joined due to my misunderstanding.

5

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

I wished to discontinue because of my health but was refused by the leaders.
Dan morsle was so great and the leaders of the Hokoku Seinen Pan was
responsible for all the activities and misleadings of the members and for

leading us to believe in all rumors and influences.

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?

Give reasons for so doing:

See attached sheet

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation

for difference:

See attached sheet

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for

renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

See attached sheet

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made

any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully: y
Fort Lincoln Internment Camp, Bismarck, North

I was transferred to the
Dakota with aliens and Kibei-Nisei agitators which operated under cover and
inquiring of everyone who would make false move and threatens if necessary.

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the

reasons for the delay in making such request:

None
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet
if necessary.

See attached sheet

&

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

See attached sheet

Answer Yes or No

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor.

See attached sheet

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

I enlisted (or was drafted) on in the ; my Serial number is
State the date State the Branch of Service

I still am in such service 3 I was released from active duty on and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or No

on

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason
for the rejection if known to you.

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

2nd and Lith brothers Masayuki and George Akiyoshi

Relationship Name

Both U, S. Army 39153747  U.S.=56074L471

Branch of Service Serial Number

Prefecture of Fukuoka ‘ ss.

Ccity of Fukuoka '
Consulate of the United States /s/ Sunao Akiyoshi

(Signature in full of applicant)
—of America— ;
Subscribed and sworn to before me this )'Hjh day of December ; 19N57

(CONSULAR SEAL) /s/ Benjamin C, Hilliard
American Vice Consul

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.




WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
1300 Mills Tower
220 Bush Street
San Francisco 18, Calif,
April 16, 1958
VIA AIR LETTER

Mr. Sunao Akiyoshi

138 Nishibaru Oaza, Tachiarai Machi
Hongo kyoku Kunai, Mii Gun

Fukuoka Ken, Japan

Dear Mr. Akiyoshi:

The Department of Justice rejected your affidavits and denied
you administrative clearance because it reached a conclusion that
your renunciation of U.S. citizenship was not caused by fear,
coercion or duress. It states that the reasons for its refusal
to give you administrative clearance are as follows:

"The pertinent records of the War Relocation Authority indi-
cate that this subject gave negative answers to Questions 27 and
28 of the Army-WRA registration form. He applied for repatriation
on January 13, 1944 and again on August 30, 1945. In this latter
application he stated that he desired to be repatriated to Japan
unconditionally and without qualification. This subject was an
officer of the Hokoku Seinen-dan. He stated at his rénunciation
hearing that he believed in the aims and purposes of the organi-
zation. He also indicated his willingness to serve in the Jap-
anese army and engage in combat against this country. In an in-
terview on May 20, 1945 with an Immigration and Naturalization
Patrol Inspector, subject stated that he considered the United
States an enemy country."

I believe that by preparing a new affidavit going into more
details that you yet may receive administrative clearance. 1In
order to enable me to prepare another affidavit for you I would
thank you to answer the following questions fully and to the
very best of your ability and send your answers to me promptly
by airmail.

l. What were your reasons for giving negative answers to Questions
27 and 28 of the Army-WRA Form?

2, What were your reasons for applying for repatriation on January
13, 1944 and again on August 30, 1945, the latter after the war?

3. Why did you state at theilatter:aphliceion’that' you desired t3'be 77  °°
repatriated unconditionally’and without' qualifieatien? - ~-i" & =0
safipTea o svidsidaln

y o OO

4o As an officer of the Hokoku Seineh-Dan, what office did you
hold? How did you become,suchiofficer? What duties did you perform
and where as such officer?

2. Why did you state at your renunciation hearing that you believed
in the aims and purposes of the Hokoku Seinen-Dan?

6. Why did you state that you were willing to serve in the Japanese
Army and engage in combat against this country?

7. Why did you state in an interview with an Immigration and Natur-
alization Patrol Inspector on May 26, 1945 that you considered
United States an enemy country? (over)
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WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

August 26, 1958

Mr. Sunao Akiyoshi

138 Nishbaru Oaza, Tachiarai Machi
Hongo kyoku Kunai, Mii Gun

Fukuoka Ken, Japan

Dear Mr. Akiyoshi:

On April 16, 1958, I wrote and notified you that the Justice
Department had denied you administrative clearance because it
reached a conclusion that your renunciation of U.S. citizenship
was not caused by fear, coercion or duress. However, I believe
that by preparing a new affidavit going into more details that
you yet may receive administrative clearance.

If you will send me your answers to the following questions
I will prepare an amplified affidavit which may enable you to
obtain administrative clearance:

1. What were your reasons for giving negative answers to Questions
27 and 28 of the Army-WRA Form?

2. What were your reasons for applying for repatriation on January
13, 1944 and again on August 30, 1945, the latter after the war?

3, Why did you state at the latter application that you desired to be
1

repatriated unconditionally and without qualification?

L. As an officer of the Hokoku Seinen-Dan, what office did you hold?
How did you become such officer? What duties did you perform
and where as such officer?

5., Why did you state at your renunciation hearing that you believed
in the aims and purposes of the Hokoku Seinen-Dan?

6. Why did you state that you were willing to serve in the Japanese
Army and engage in combat against this country?

7. Why did you state in an interview with an Immigration and
Naturalization Patrol Inspector on May 26, 1945 that you
considered United States an enemy country?

Please do not hesitate to give full, true and correct answers and
to mention names. The giving of names will assist me and will not
do any harm either to you or the persons you name.

I would thank you to write out your answers and explanations
to the above questions in detail to the best of your ability and
recollection and send them to me immediately via airmail so that
I will be ablé to prepare a new affidavit upon which you may
recover your citizenship.

Very truly yours,

(VIA AIRLETTER)




(VIA ATRLETTER)

WAYNE ¥, COLLINS
Attornay at law
Mills Tower, Buah Street
Sen ¥raneisco &, Califormia

November 3, 1958

Mr. Sunao Akiyoshi

138 Nishbaru Oaza, Tachiarai Machi
Hongo kyoku Kunai, Mii Gun

Fukuoka Ken, Japan

Dear Mr. Akiyoshi:
Flease send me your answers to the guestions
I put to you im my letter of August 26, 1958,

50 that I mey prepare & new arffidavit upon which
you may receive sdminiatrative clearance.

Very truly yours,




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Address Reply to the

_ Division Indicated MAR 31 1958

and Refer to Initials and Number
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93-1-13%20

Lloyd H. Burke, Esquire
United States Attorney

422 Post Office Building
Seventh and Mission Streets
San Francisco 1, California

Re: Sunao hi
our ret: o et al v. Brownsill (XX IRuUrXuys Rogers et al,
RO YN (B e X E L A ons -
Civil Nos. 25294 & 25295). Renunciation of
Citizenship, Former Title 8 U.S.C. 801(i).

Dear Mr. Burke:

This is in response to your letter of pggember 20, 1957, enclosing
an sdditional affidavit for a determination as to whether the case

of the above-named subject may be considered as coming within the
coverage of the ruling of the Court of Appeals in the case of
Acheson v. Murakami, 176 F.2d, 953, in accordance with a letter
from this Department dated September 21, 1953, to Mr. Wayne M.
Collins.

You are advised that in the event of litigation involving an
issue of the validity of the subject renunciation, this Department
would be unable either to stipulate that the affidavit be accepted
as evidence in lieu of testimony, or to concede that said case comes
within the coverage of the above decision. The reasons for the
Department's position in this respect, among others, are:

The pertinent records of the War Relocation Authority indicate that
this subject gave negative answers to Questions 27 and 20 of the Army-WRA
istration form. He applied for repatriation on January 13, 19Lk and
again on August 30, 1945. In this latter application he stated that he
desired to be repatriated to Japan unconditionelly and without qualification.
s subject was an officer of the Hokoku Seinen-dan. -He stated at his |
“renunciation hearing that he believed in the aims and purposes of the organi-
gation. He also indicated his willingness to serve in the Japanese Army
d engage in combat against this country. In an interview on May 26, 1945
with an Immigration and Naturalization Patrol Inspector, subject stated that
he considered the United States an enemy country. In view of the facts
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herein recited, the expressed reasons for remunciation as set forth

' in subject's affidavit are not persuasive and we are of the opinion

that his case may not be considered as coming within the coverage of
the decision in the Murakaml case. ; ; - : o

In accordance with our above-referred to letter of September 21,
1953, we attach three copies of the affidavit, dated May 11, 195k along
with the original and three copies of the affidavit, dated December L,
1957 for return to Mr, Collins.
| | Yours very truly,
| GEORGE COCHRAN DOUB

Assistant ittorney General
~ Givil Division

' Enoch E, Ellison
Chief, Japanese Claims Seetion

Enclosuress

Original and thres
coples of affidavit dated

Three coples of affidavits
 dated May 11, 195L. ‘
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CIVIL DIVISION
WASHINGTON 25, D, C,
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Lloyd H. Burke, Esquire
United States Attorney

422 Post Office Building
Seventh and Mission Streets
San Francisco 1, California

Re: m%ghi
our Reference: Abo et al v. Brownell et al.

Furuya et al v. Brownell et al. (Consolidated
actions - Civil Nos. 25294 and 25295). Renunciation
of Citizenship, Former Title 8 U.S.C. 801(i).

Dear ¥Mr. Burke:

This is in response to your letter of March 28, 1957, enclosing an
affidavit for a determination as to whether the case of the above-
named renunciant may be considered as coming within the coverage of the
ruling of the Court of Appeals in the case of Acheson v. Murakami, 176
F. 2d, 953, in accordance with a letter from t ent dated
September 21, 1953, to lr. Wayne M. Collins.

You are advised that an affidavit of this subject was previously
submitted to this Department by the Depertment of State, with a similar
request for our views. On April 3, 1956, we advised that Department
that we were of the opinion that subject's case could not be considered
as coming within the above decision.

We attach the original of subject's affidavit submitied by your
letter. You will note that he stated in answer to Question 7(A) that

he gave a negative answer to the loyalty question becamse of fear of
€ paration from his family. The pertinent War Relocation Authority
7 |£ile reflects that his family remained at the Gila River Center while
he transferred to Tule Lake, so his allegation of fear of separation
from them,if he gave an affirmative answer to the loyaliy question, is
t convineing. Furthermore, he applied for repatriation on Jammary 13,
L , and again on August 30, 1945, and it appears his family neither
desired nor requested repatriation. In this last-mentioned application
subject stated that he desired to be repatriated to Japan "uncondi-
tionally and without qualification®™. Subject stated in answer to
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Questions 9(A) and (C) of his affidavit that he joined the Hokoku
Seinen-Dan and rencunced because of fear, threats and pressure exerted
upon him by the pressure groups at the Tule Lake Center. He did not

& |elaborate on the nature of the fear, threats or pressure, or identify
the persons involved. In view of this fact and the facts above recited,
we are unable to express an opinion as to whether subject's case may be
considered as coming within the coverage of the decision in the Murakami
case. b e

In view of these circumstances, Mr. Collins may wish to inforam
Mr. Akiyoshi that he may have an opportunity to submit a further affi-
davit setting forth in detail and with the greatest possible particularity,
the reasons for his refusal to swear ungualified allegiance to the United
States, and his willingness to transfer from the Gila River Center to tho>,
Tule Lake Center when his parents and five brothers and sisters remained
at the former center. Also, the reasons for his willingness to repatriate
to Japan "unconditionally and without qualification®. He should state in
detail and with the greatest possible particularity the nature of the
fear, threats and pressure exerted upon him to join the pro-Japanese
organization and renounce his citizenship. He should cite specific dm-
sbances, the approximate dates and the full names, War Relocation Authority
block numbers, or other proper identifying information of the persons in-
volved. e

We wish to advise you that even if such additional affidavit should
result in a finding that this subject's case comes within the Murakami
decision, we would be unable to stipulate to the unusual disposition of

‘ subject's case because of the evidence of his recovery of Japanese citi-
: zenship as set forth in answer to Question 10(B) of his affidavit.

We shall appreciate being informed of the action Mr. Akiyoshi decides
to take relative to this matter. Until we are so advised, the processing
of his affidavit will be deferred.

Yours very truly,

GEORGE COCHRAN DOUB
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division

By:
Enoch E. Ellison
Chief, Japanese Claime Section




WAYNE M. COLLINS (VIA AIRLETTER)
Attorney at Law

Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street

San Francisco 4, California

March 25, 1959

Mr. Sunao Akiyoshi

138 Nishibaru Qaza, Tachiarai Machi
Hongo kyoku Kunai, Mii Gun

Fukuoka Ken, Japan

Dear Mr. Akiyoshi:

I have previously notified you that I will need addi-
tional information before I will be able to prepare a new
affidavit for submission to the Justice Department. There-
fore, please send me your answers to the following questions
immediately:

1. When you applied for repatriation on August 30,
1945, what were your reasons for stating that you desired to
be repatriated to Japan unconditionally and without qualifi-
cation?

2. As an officer of the Hokoku Seinen-dan what office
did you hold? How did you become such officer? What duties
did you perform as such officer?

3. Why did you state at your renunciation hearing that
¥ou believed in the aims and purposes of the organization
Hokoku Seinen-dan)?

4. At your renunciation hearing why did you indicate
you were willing to serve in the Japanese Army and engage in
combat against this country?

5. Why did you state in an interview with an Immigration
and Naturalization Patrol Officer on May 26, 1945, that you
considered the U.S. an enemy country?

Please do not hesitate to give full, true and correct
answers and to mention names. The giving of names will
assist me and will not do any harm either to you or the per-
sons you name.

I would thank you to write out your answers and explana~
tions to the above questions in detail to the best of your
ability and recollection and send them to me immediately via
airmail.

Very truly yours,

WMC:s8
cc: Mr. Toraichi Kono
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United States Attorney

122 Post (ffice Building
Seventh and Adission Streets
%gn Fraseisce 1, California

Res JURAG AK]

oo gy e gl g gy b PO
w$ Ve at

actions = Civil Nose 2529h & 25295)e

Renuncietion of (itiseaship, Former Title 8

UaSaCe BOL(1)e

APR 16 1959

&

Pear ¥ye Sehmnecke:

On March 28, 1957 and December 20, 1957, you forwsrded to this Department
affidavits for a deterzination as to whether the case of the aboveenamed
renunciant might be considered as coming within the coverage of the ruling of
the Court of Appoals in the of i kamd, 176 ¥o 2d, 953, in
sccordance with a letter fr




GLORGE CUCHRAX DOUB
Assistant Attorney Gencral
Civil Mvision

'
Encch Ce Ellison
Chief, Japanese (lales Secticn
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WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower
i 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

April 27, 1959

Mr, Sunao Akiyoshi

138 Nishibaru Oaza, Tachiarai machi
Hongo kyo ku Kunail

Mii Gun, Fukuoka Ken, Japan

Dear Mr, Akiyoshi:

You have been successful in the administrative remedy
pursued in your case. The Justice Department has reached
the conclusion that you personally renounced citizenship
because of fear, coercion and duress. Therefore, it is
willing to withdraw the offer of proof it made against you
in the mass class equity suits whereupon a judgment can be
entered in your favor in the U.S. District Court cancelling

your renunciation on the ground of duress and declaring you
to be a citizen of the United States.

As soon as a large enough number of persons have been
cleared administratively such a judgment will be entered for
{ou. When the judgment is entered I shall let you know by

ettex.

I am enclosing a copy of the transmittal letter of the
Justice Department (Attorney General) which was sent to the
Department of State (Passport Office.) You should take the

the transmittal letter promptly to the

enclosed co of
United States Consul in Japan nearest you ang tEere appl
for a U.S. passport if you Rave not alread done so. The

.S, Consul w ssue a U.S. Passport to you which W show
on its face that you are a citizen of the Unite tates.

When you receive the U.S. passport from the U.S. Consul
you can make your own arrangements to return to the United
States. You should write and let me know your U.S. address
and the time you expect to return to the United States.

If you have a spouse (wife or husband) who is an alien
such person can enter the United States as a ''monquota immi-
grant' because you are a U.S. citizen. An application can
be made to the nearest U.S. Consul in Japan for a nonquota
immigrant visa for such spouse.

1f your spouse (wife or husband) is a renunciant who
does not recover U.S. citizenship administratively through
the Justice Department or by court trial, or does not wish
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further to try to recover U.S. citizenship, such a spouse,
evertheless, can elect to be an alien and can obtain a non-

n

quota Immigrant visa from the nearest U.5. Consul and can
Yeturn to the U.8. because he Or she 1s the spouse of a U.S.
citizen. -

1f your spouse is an alien or a renunciant who does not
recover citizenship but becomes an alien who returns to the
United States as a nonquota immigrant he or she here in course
oi Eime becomes eligible to apply for naturalization as a U.S.
citizen.

It is my conclusion that in due course of time Congress
will enact a new law authorizing the return of property or
its approximate value to aliens whose property was seized and
confiscated during the war under the provisions of the Trading
with the Enemy Act.

1f you intend to remain in Japan for a while you must

be careful not to commit any act whereby you might lose U.S.

citizenship. You were informed by me in previous letters of

garious acts of expatriation whereby a U.S. citizenship can
e lost.

1f you have dual citizenship you can denounce (renounce)
Japanese nationality. This can be done by signing a renuncia-
tion form before a Japanese consular officer in the U.S. or
before an authorized Japanese Government office in Japan.

Very truly yours,

Z%%%
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WAYNE M. COLLINS
Attorney at Law
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street
San Francisco 4, California

GArfield 1-5827

July 1, 1960

Mr. Tokichi Akiyoshi
3532 Bellevue
Los Angeles, Calif,
Dear Mr. Akiyoshi:
I would thank you to let me know the present address

of Mr, Sunao Akiyoahi“/
Mr, Masayukl Akiyoshi

so that final papers concerning their citizenship status

may be transmitted to them. Please use the enclosed

cards and self-addressed envelope for your reply to me.

V%ly yours,




